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As the darkest clouds are at times |

tinged with dazzling sun-light, <o, oc-
casionally, are the most painful calami-
ties surrounded by mitigating events.
The tenth financial year of the Domestic
Mission Board has been characterized
by contrasts which strikingly illustrate
hoth the supremacy aund the merey of
God. They indicate that Ile ean so
direct and control matter and motion as
to cause death to supervene in a mo-
ment of time, and so dispense the in-
fluences of 1lis spirit as to bring entire
communities under the pleasing do-
minion of spiritual emotions. T'he sud-
den death of the Rev. John Teasdale,
by the Pacifie Railroad disaster in No-
vember last, was an illustration of the
former, while the unusnal inecrease of
conversions over any previons year of
the Board’s history, is an exemplifiea-

tion of the latter.
* * *

FINANCIAL OPERATIONS.

The receipts of the year—as nearly
as could be ascertained in advance of
the Treasurer’s conmplete report—were
in the aggregate about $22,000; whieh,
with a balance in the trecasury at the
‘close of the fiseal year of 1855, of
23,500, fixed the resources of  the
Board at £25,500. This sum—Dby far
the largest disbursements ever before

5

¥ * *

made in the same period—has been
entirely expended; so that for the first
time from its origin, the Domestic
treasury is without a balance to meet
the salaries of missionaries that fall
due on the 20th of the ensuing June.
This condition of the finances has been
induced by the extraordinary urgency
with which applieations for the appoint-
ment of more missionaries were pressed
upon the attention of the Board by
churches and ministers of high standing
in the denomination, and by the diver-
sion of Domestic Mission contributions
into the Indian Mission channel. Un-
less, therefore, the exhausted balance
shall be replaced within a few weeks
i"rom this time, not only can no more
appointments be made, but some of
those at present existing must be dis-
continued. The Board in disbursing
£3,500 more than its receipts, did so to
meet the pressing demands for aid;
and now it is for the benevolence of all
the Southern churches to say whether
they shall or shall not be sustained in
this desire to oblize importunate peti-
tioners for help.

AGENCIES.

It would doubtless be a gratification
to many of the churches, if the em-
ployment of agents to solicit funds for
our henevolent enterprises could be dis-

i pensed with; but until there shall be

called into exercise a larger spontancous
liberality, to discontinue agencies would
be to abandon entirely Domestic Mis-
sion operations.

The treasurer’s books will show that
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from those States in which agents have
visited the churches, funds have been
realized: while next to nothing has
been received from quarters where the
duty of providing for missionary sup-
port was confided exclusively to pastors
and churches. Ilowever more popu-
lar enterprises might succeed without
agents, they are essential to the per-
petuity of the Domestic Board. Tt is
encompassed by difficulties peculiar to
itsclf, and which would prove to be in-
superable but for its agents ¢ to stir up
the pure minds of the brethren by way
of remembrance.” Consequently its
agents have been retained, and at least
a half dozen new appointments would
have heen made, had it been practicable
to secure the proper persons. '

The following brethren have labored
constantly, except when prevented by
the unusual severity of the past winter:
E. Kingsford, in Virginia and Mary-
land; William P. Iill, in Northern
Georgia; J. O. Seriven, in Southern
Georgia; Jesse A Collins, in Ala-
bama, and Samuel Walace, in Tennes-
see, for the Indians. Ocecasional ser-
vice was performed in this department
of benevolent effurt, by brethren Wil-
liam B. Johnson in South Carolina, T.
F. Lockett in Missouri, G. F. IL
Crocket in North Carolina, Jonathan
Davis in the same State, and Thomas
B. Lockbart in Mississippi. At the
present time, hoyever, the Board has
but five agents in the ficld.

With the view of releasing them-
selves from pecuniary embarrassments
and replenishing their treasury, the
Board, at the beginning of the present
year, commissioned their President,
.Bro. J. II. De Votie, to travel in the
-capacity of Finaneial Secretary. 1lis
remittances have shown that the ap-
pointment was wiscly made. Besides
collecting funds, the agents perform a
large amount of missionary work with
churches and in protracted meetings.

MISSIONARY OPERATIONS.

“On- this point the Board have thought

best not to particularize at present, but
only to make a general statement of
affairs, reserving details for the Bien-
nial Report to be read before the South-
ern Baptist Convention in May, 1857.
During the missionary year, just one
hundred missionaries and agents had
been commissioned whose labors have
been distributed in various parts of the
following States: Virginia and Mury-
land; North and South Carolina; Geor-
giaand Florida; Kentucky and Tennes-
sce; Alabama and Mississippi; Texas
and Louisiana; Arkansas and Missouri;
and on the Pacific coast, California.
The following named cities and prin-
cipal towns have been occupied by one
or more missionaries of the Board:
‘Washington and Baltimore, in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and Maryland; Rich-
mond, Petersburg and Wheeling, in
Virginia; Newport, in Kentucky; St.
Louis, Jefferson City, St. Joseph, Han-
nibal and Louisiana City, in Miszouri;
Helena and Fayetieville, in Arkansas;
Vicksburg and Biloxi, in Mississippi;
Chattanooga, Memphis and Knoxville,
in Tennessee; Mobile, Livingston and
Tallassee, in Alabama; Ilendersonville,
in North Carolina; Sumpter, Granites-
ville and Pendleton, in South Carolina ;
St. Mary’s, Darien and Thomasville, in
Georgia; Tampa and IHillsboro®, in
“lorida; New Orleans and Natchi-
toches, in Louisiana; Galveston, in
Texas; and in California, Oakland and
Sacramento City. In addition to the
serviees performed in these interesting
centres of population and commercial
business, the Board have sustained
numerous stations in the interiors of
several of the above named States. And
they take great pleasure in bearing wit-
ness to the fidelity and industry of their
country missionaries, who, though they
have often toiled at great disadvantage,
have, notwithstanding, heen unremit-
ting in their labors, and in some places,
eminently successful. Several of these
missionaries might be mentioned here
with honorable approbation, were it the



TIIE COMMISSION.

67

Boarl’s intention, in this report, to
particularize.

COLISEUM PLACE BAPTIST
CHURCIIL.

This church has for more than a year
been supporting its pastor without help
from the Board of Domestic Missions,
and the only effort the Board felt ealled
upon to make for its prosperity and
efficiency, was to keep the fact of a
large indebtedness for the erection of
its house of worship before the denomi-
nation, and urge prompt and liberal
contributions for the liquidation of this
debt.” As instructed at the last session
of the Biennial Convention, the Corres-
ponding Secretary gave notice, at the
proper time, to the pastors who had
pledged themselves to present the claims
of this New Orleans enterprise on the
attention of their churches for the pur-
pose of eliciting special contributions.
Not more than a dozen, at farthest, of
the pastors redeemed their pledges, or
made good their promises, and the debt
remains very much in the same pre-
dicament as when these promises were
first made.

* * * * * *

Desirous of placing before the public
definite information in relation to the
pecuniary sifuirs of this undertaking,
the secretary addressed a line on the
sulject to the pastor, and the subjoined
extract contains his answer as follows:
“The stubborn fucts are these, 'The
church owes some $16,000, assumed
(and in part paid) by Bro. Low. Very
little has been realized from church
collections according to the plan recom-
mended by the late convention. Every
agency should now be set to work to
colleet this amount at once in the
country and relieve Bro. Low.” 'This
information, it is hoped, will lead to
some efficient measures for the speedy
reduction of this debt, if not its entire
extinguishment.

CIINESE MISSION IN CALI-
FORNIA.

In connection with his labors at the
Chinese Chapel, Bro. J. L. Shuck still
continues his services as pastor of the
Baptist church a Sacramento City. By
this arrangement he was enabled to
collect funds on his field for the pur-
chase of a lot and the erection thereon
of a neat and convenient chapel, and to
realize 2 portion of his salary, the
balance of his support being supplied
conjointly by the Domestic Mission
Board and the Goshen Association of
Virginia. IIis labors as pastor have
been largely blessed, while in the
Chinese department he has also been
successful—at least so far as seems to
have been practicable under the circum-
stances. The chapel is completed and
paid for with the exception perhaps of
about {100, and with the lot is esti-
mated to be worth $3000. The Board
hold a deed for this property.

A few months ago, Bro. Shuck had
the happiness of baptizing an intelli-
gent Chinaman—*“Ah Moey”’—who is
acting as a colporteur under his direc-
tion, and was, doubtless the first Chi-
nese convert in America. The indi-
cations are that he will be very useful.

SUMMARY OF MISSIONARY
RESULTS.

Perhaps one third of the reports due
for the last quarter of the missionary
year are still out, but with this excep-
tion, the following summary is believed
to be correct: The missionaries have
labored 2,350 weeks: supplied 316
churches and preaching stations; de-
livered 8,100 sermons and exhorta-
tions; attended 260 prayer and other
meetings; observed the monthly con-
cert of prayer for missions with 51
churches; baptized 1,821 white persons,
and 479 colored: total of white and
colored 2,300; received by letter of
white and colored 600; and have in
fellowship of white and colored 7,700
mzmbers. They report an aggregate
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of 75 Sabbath Schools, and 2,500 pupils
and teachers; of these there were con-
verted, during the year, 51 teachers and
101 pupils. They have traveled 69,-
210 miles in the performance of their
duties, and made 7,460 fumily or re-
ligious viisits; have been instrumental
in erecting 15 meeting-houses; ordain-
ing 42 ministers and deacons, and have
witnessed the conversion of 1,020 per-
sohs whom they did not baptize. Only
nine young men, according to the re-
ports, are preparing for the Christian
ministry. This exhibit shows double
the number of conversions and bapt-
isms as eompared with that of the pre-
vious year. While, therefore, we may
regret that more ministers are not being
raised up to replace those who must
soon be removed, we have ‘great cause
to rejoice that the good Lord has so
abundantly blessed the endeavors of the
missionaries in all parts of the Domestic
field. :

INDIAN DEPARTMENT.

Within a few days after the adjourn-
ment of the Biennial Convention at
Montgomery, Ala., the Corresponding
Secretary, according to instructions,
proceeded to Louisville, Ky., and re-
ceived from the Executive Board of the
American Indian Mission Association
a transfer of its missions, as well ax all
the property and rights vested in that
society. On examining the books and
papers in the Mission Room, it was
asecertained that the Board were indelited
on school accounts, salaries of mission-
aries and various local liabilities, over
thirteenthousand dellars; against which
there were found reliable assets of only
six thousand dollars; leaving a de-
ficiency to be assumed and supplied by
the Domestic Board of seven thousand
dollars. This, however, was not the
worst, for on the Secretary’s visiting
the schools in the Kansas Territory,
and opening a correspondence with all
the missionaries in other places, it soon
appeared that about $1,200 more claims

would be presented; so that the actual
deficit to be provided was something
above eight thousand dollars. This
phase of affairs was truly discouraging;
still, there was Lut one course to be
pursued, which was to ascertain, as
soon a8 possible, whether the Baptists
of the Svuth would meet the responsi-
bility, and liquidate this enormous
debt. A full statement of the facts
was published, and the Board waited
with no little anxiety for a favoralle
response from the churches. The bur-
den was lightened a little, and hope
was excited by finding some old sc¢hool
accounts at the mission schools in Kan-
sas against the Indian Bureau at Wash-
ington, which the superintenders in
their discouragement had failed to send
in.  These accounts were presented for
payment, and in this way the debt was
reduced to nearly five thousand dollars.
In the meantime the churches—or
rather, individual church members be-
gan to send in funds, so that up to the
present date (April 1st,) the old debts
cannot exceed n thousand dollars, and
this, it is confidently believed, will
have been supplied by the Alabama
and Geergia Baptist State Conventions
of the present spring. Should this be-
lief bLe well founded, the Board inay
congratulate the churclhies and the de-
numinativn, and proclaim the Indian
Mission Department out of debt!

The Treasurer’s report, when finished
up, will show the receipts and disburse-
ments in detail.  But gratifying as it
is to be relieved from the Lurden of old
claims, there is still cause for appre-
hension when it is remembered that
there are five white mission fumilies
and some twenty native families to sup-
port on an empty ireasury. The quar-
ter that will fall due on’ the 30th of
June, can only be provided for by vigor-
ous efforts on the part of the churches.

SCIIOOLS.

The American Indian Mission Asso-
ciation, at the time of the transfer,
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had, or were supposed to have, three
schools for the education of Indian
youths in operation—two in the Kansas
Territory, and one in the Choctaw
Nation, on the frontiers of Arkansas.
At the former place a school had Leen
conducted for many years, at Wea, by
the Rev. David Lykins, for the henefit
of the children of the united tribes of
the Peorias and Peankeshaws, the Kas-
kaskias and Weas. This school the
Secretary found to be still in existence,
though much embarrassed for want of
means,

There had also been a school at the
mission station of the Putawatomies,
about seventy miles west of the Wea
station, but which, on account of
pecuniary necessities, had to be sus-
pended.  This school, according to a
written agreement made between the
Indian Department at Washington and
the American Indian Association, re-
ceives a stipulated sum per scholar
for the former, and has since resumed
operations, under the directinon of the
Domestie Mission Doard. Bro. Jolin
Jackson, formerly of Missouri, has been
appointed its local superintender.

In the month of September two school
contracts were made hy the Domestie
Board with the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, by which the school at Wea
receives a portion of the anniity re-
served for educational purposes by a
treaty recently entered into between
the United Tribes above mentioned and
the Government. This annuity of $2,-
000 per annum will very nearly sup-
port the present number of pupils at
said school. And by a treaty made
with the Miamies, whose place of resi-
dence adjoins that of the four united
tribes, an arrangement was made for an
educational fund for their children. A
contract was made for the establish-
ment of a school among this neople,
but at last accounts from there—owing
to the extraordinary severity of the
winter and the unsettled political as-
pects of the country—the school liad

not been opened. 1t is highly proba-
ble, however, that by this time it has
gone into operation.

Both these schools, in accordance
with the request of the Indians who
negotinted the treaty, were placed in
charge of the Rev. David Lykins, who
is also authorized to exercige a general
superintendency over the school at
Putawatomie. This brother has heen
in that country in the capacity of mis-
sionary teacher to the Indians, for
twelve years, and is worthy of entire
confidence.

The school in the Choctaw Nation
was known as the “Armstrong Aecade-
my,” and was originated in the year
1844, conjointly Ly the American Mis-
sion Association and the Council of
the Nation—the Choctaw Government
agreeing to pay $2,900 on condition
that the Association would furnish
$1,000 and conduct the school. At the
time of the transfer this institution was
in a precarious condition. The Louis-
ville Board has failed—it seems—for
two years to pay their portion of the
funds, and the Indians, of course, be-
gan to complain. Rev. A. J. Moffat,
missionary for the Board in that coun-
try, volunteered to take charge of it till
the denomination could be heard from.
To this proposition the Trnstees of the
Academy assented, and he took charge
and at once opened a correspondence
with the Domestic Miszion Board with
the view of having the school placed
under their patronage. The Board de-
clined interfering in the case while the
Academy was still under the control—
nominally at least—of the American
Indian Mission Association. DBut im-
mediately after the transfer the corres-
pondence with Bro. Moffat wasrenewed,
requesting him to hold on to the Acade-
my with assurances that help might be
expeeted at an earlyday. e informed
the Board that the Trustees would agree
to the transfer on condition that the
debts of the Louisville Board should be

! paid, which condition the Domestic
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Board promptly accepted. Bro. Moffat
then proposed that if the Board would
send him $1,000 with which to employ
teachers, he would keep up the school
till the close of the session, which
would take place in the approaching
month of June. The Board sent the
money and had taken ineasures to
secure a competent faculty, when a
letter from Bro. Moffat Lbrought the un-
expected intelligence that, on the Trus-
tees demanding it, he had given up the
school, and all pertaining thereto, into
their hands, and had placed the $1,000
in safe hands and subject to the order
of the Board. Thus it appears that
the Armstrong Academy has passed
into other hands.

Rev. Samuel Worcester has recently
informed the Board that the Academy,
if the DBaptists desire it, may be re-
covered. Ile is o native preacher and
missionary of the Board, and, no doubt,
speaks knowingly on the subject. Itis,
howerver, questionable whether, on the
terms proposed, its recovery would he
desirable. The Corresponding Secre-
tary, if practicble, will visit the country
and report to the Board on this subject.

The Domestic Board having so re-
cently taken charge of the Indian Mis-
sion interest, it will not be expected
that they can report with definite
certainty as to the condition of things
at the several stations. As nearly, how-
ever, as information could Le gathered
from personal interviews with several
of the missionaries and correspondence
with others, they are enabled to submit
the following facts: and first, in relation
to

TIHE CREEK MISSIONS.

The recent visit to the churches and
associations of the South by Rev. II. F.
Buckner, renders it needless to speak
at length of his ageney, as the princi-
pal facts are already before the public.
The Board made known to the denomi-
nation, with a high degree of satisfac-
tion, that his agency was crowned with

complete success. On his return to the
ficld of his labors, he had funds sufli-
cient to settle up with all the missiona-
ries, leaving no claim unpaid except a
balance of $400 due to himself, and
which has since been sent on to him.
IIe found the churches and native
preachers in a happy and prosperous
condition, though suffering many depri-
vations on account of the uncommon
severity of the past winter.

The Indian Mission enterprise must
long feel the beneficinl influence of
Bro. Buckner’s visit to the South, and
the churches will no doubt remember
it with a commendable liberality. In
the month of September last, the Board
commissioned the Rev. 1L F. Buckner
and the following native preachers to
preach the Gospel to their own people
in the Creck Nation: Bro. Chilli Me-
Intosh, William MeIntosh, John Smith,
D. N. Meclntosh, Louis MeIntosh, Ya-
toojah, Jacob IIawkins, IIaloche Is-
lands, Yarjah, and James Perryman.
The support of Bro. Buckner has heen
guaranteed for one year from the first
of April by the Baptist chureh at
Montgomery, Ala, and the salary of
D. N. MecIntosh has been pledged by
the Western Association of Georgia.
Two other natives in the above list are
sustained by tivo churches in Kentucky.
The next missions demanding attention
are those in

*

THE CIIOCTAW NATION.

In the region of Fort Smith, Rev.
Joseph Smedley has been employed as
a missionary and teacher among the
Indians ever since the year 1836. 1le
first went there as a teacher under the
United States Government. After-
wards he was taken under the patron-
age of some mission society at the
North. Next he placed himself in the
service of the American Indian Mission
Association, and by it was transferred
to this Board. The Board found him
in the hands of the sheriff, and prompt-
ly released him, by sending on the ne-
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cessary funds for the want of which he
had so long suffered.

On the recommendation of Bro.
Smedley, the following native preachers
were appointed to preach in the region
round about in their own nation: Si-
mon Haneoek, Louis Cass, Shoonubbee,
Ishiatubby, Artumby, and William
Casy.  Others will in all probability be
commissioned soon. Peter Folsom, a
chief of wide popularity in his nation,
was converted several years ago and is
now a faithful and an eflicientminister.
He is provided for, through this Board,
by the Bigby Association of Alabama.
Three others on this field are to receive
their salaries from various sources in
the Alabama Association.

In the neighborhood of the Arm-
strong Academy, the Rev. A. G, Moffat,
salury by the Goshen Association of
Virginia, has been doing missionary
work with encouraging success. About
a dozen were converted and haptized
within the past six months. Towards
the cluse of the year, our brother was
overwhelmed in grief by the death of
his companion—sister Moffat,  The
Board felt that the mission had sus-
tained a heavy loss by the removal of
this exeellent missionary, and at their
first meeting after the announcement of
her death, passed, unanimously, the
subjoined resolutions:

Resolved. That by the death of sister
Moftut, the church of Christ has been
deprived of one of her brightest or-
naments, the Choctaw Mission of a
zealous and useful laborer, and Bro.
Moifat and his orphan children of “a
faithful companion and a kind mother.”

¢ Resolved, That the Board hereby
tender to their afllicted missionary
their unanimous sympathies, trusting
that he will be mercifully sustained
under this heavy stroke of an All-wise
Providence.”

Sister Tabitha Cheenowitt, who has
aided for several years in the Arm-
strong Academy, has, since the turning
over of that institution to other hands,

taken 2 small school of Indian chil-
dren; and being a devoted and worthy
missionary will e supported in that
vocation by this Board. Those who
know her think she will be able to ef-
feet much good.

CHEROKEE MISSION.

Arrangements, it is hoped, will soon
be made to sectitle a white missionary
family among this people. At a late
meeting of the board, David Foreman—
a native preacher—was appointed a
missionary to labor in that field—his
salary to be furnished by the Coosa
Baptist Association of Georgia.

The Board feel under great obliga-
tions to the many kind friends who
have come to their assistance in their
time of pressing want. It would not
e convenient, were it deemed expedi-
ent, to speak in detail of the numerous
donors—known and unknown-—but they
cannot forbear fo notice two instances
of noble generosity :

The first was a contribution of 3300,
voluntarily given by the “Young La-
dies’ Missionary Society’ of the Jud-
son Female Institute. By denying
themselves of afewindunlgencies, which,
though innocent in themselves—could
only temporarily have pleased the eye
or gratified the taste; and diverting a
portion of their pocket money into a
benevolent direction, they have found
it an easy undertaking to support a na-
tive preacher among the Creek In-
dians.

The second was a donation of 3140
from the students of Iloward College
for the Indian DMission enterprise.
These timely remembrances by the
young people of these noble educational
institutions are thankfully appreciated
by the board, and were sweetly encour-
aging to those members of it, whose
duty it is to solicit funds in times of
pressing want. ¢

In closing their report, the board see
much cause for devout gratitude to God
for his mercy—so richly bestowed both
upon the white man and his red neigh-
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bor—and earnestly entreat the church-  all the sanctified activities of the chiurch-

es to exereise themselves in prayerand
an enlarged liberality, that the desti-
tute in our own land, may have the
preached Gospel.

The number of baptisins among the
Indians could not be ascertained with
any degree of certainty, but it was
manifest from the correspondence of the
past six months, that over an hundred
were baptized at the several stations.
A good result!

X
e o

For the Commission.

Frayer for Fissions.

The missionary enterprise involves
the clements of moral sublimity; for
it contemplates the glory of God in the
salvation of men. It proposes the
world-wide diffusion of gospel truth
and the recovery of our ruined race
from the dominion of sin. It has in
view the conversion of immortal souls
and their preparation for heaven. Much
has been already accomplished by mis-
sionary effort. “The wilderness and
the solitary place have been made glad,
while the desert has re¢joiced and Llos-
somed as the rose.”” If the result of
missionary labor were annihilated, what
darkness would come over many places

now bright with gospel light! What
impressions made by divine truth
would be effectually erased! What

hopes of glory animating many hearts
would be extinguished! Aye more:
ow many of the inhabitants of
heaven would be dispossessed of their
giorious inheritance—their crowns ta-
ken fromm them—the musie of their
songs hushed In appalling silence—and
they remanded to the benighted realms
of heathenism! Much has been done,
but how much more remains to be done !
Devout and unceasing thanks are due
to the God of Missions for the success
with which he has crowned the feeble
efforts of his people, while gratitude
for this success should stimulate to
much greater exertions. But even if

|
!
!
i
!

|
|

es were brought into requisition nothing
would be effected without the blessing
of God. Ienece the prupriety and the
necessity of constant earnest prayer,
We ought to send the Bible and the
living -preacher to all nations—we
ought to lay our gold and silver on the
altar of missions—but unless heaven

' shall approvingly smile, it will_all be

in vain. In apostolic times Pruliplant-
ed and Apollos watered, but God gave
the incrense. The inspiration of Apos-
tles and their power of working mira-
cles did not convert men to God. There
was an influence of the Ioly Spirit
distinguishable from inspiration and
miraculous powers which effected the
regeneration of the heart. This influ-
ence may yet be secured, though the
age of inspiration and miracles has
passed away. And how is it to he se-
cured? By prayer. *“llow much
more will your Heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him.”

The first christians looked upon spir-
itual influence as a glorious reality, and.
while they prayed for, they expected it.
No apostle supposed he could accom-
plish any thing by his labors only so
fur as God gave success to the word of
his grace. With what earnestness Paul
said, “Brethren pray for u§, that the
word of the Lord may have free course
and be glorified.”” There seem to have

"been obstacles in the way of the diffu-

sion of the word of the Lord, and im-
pediments to its glorification. It was
necessary for those obstacles and im-
pediments to be removed. Paul con-
sidered prayer indispensable to their
removal. Why? Not that prayer, in
itself, had any power to remove them,
(for prayer is weakness appealing to in-
finite strength,) but, lLecause prayer
was the appointed means of securing
the exertion of a power fully adequate
to their removal. Our missionaries now
find as many obstructions to their work
as did the first missionaries of the
cross. In some ‘places governmental
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embarrassments are thrown around
them. “The kings of the ecarth set
themselves against the Lord and his
anointed.” Our God can turn the hearts
of Kings as the rivers of water are
turned.

But where there are no governmental
difficulties in the way of our mission-
aries they find in every heathen heart
obstacles insuperable to all human
power. The find enmity to God which
he alone can subdue. They find an
aversion to the doctrines of the cross
which almighty grace alone can over-
come. They find a blinduess to divine
things which it requires the omnipotent
Oceculist, the Iloly Spirit to remove.
What can our missionary brethren doin
their own strength? Can they convert
the heathen? As easily could they ex-
haust old Ocean of its unfathomable
waters. As ensily could they arrest
the lightning in its fiery career. As
easily could they pluck the sun from
his place in the heavens. As easily
could they call up a world out of the
abyss of nothingness.

To renew the heart is God’s work.
To save the soul is his prerogative. Ile
has never transferred it to man or an-
gel. Iow manifestly proper then is
prayer for the success of the missionary
enterprise! You who make mention
of the Lord, can you keep silence?
Will you not in prayer ask him to do
that which he alone ean do? andwhich
must be done if souls are saved from
hell?  Will you not, when the light of
the morning dawns, devoutly pray that
the light of Zion may go forth as
brightness? Will you not, when the
evening shades prevail, ask God to dis-
pel the moral darkness which envel-
opes the nations? Will you not pray
as Jesus has taught you, “Thy will be
done on carth as it is done’in heaven?”
And when it is said of you, as of David,
that your prayers are ended, shall it
not be known that his last petition was
yours: ‘““And let the whole carth be
filled with his glory?” J. M. D,

For the Commission.

The Character and Qualifications

or
Smericnn Fnplist FHissionaries.

My first impressions concerning ntis-
sionaries were quite romantic. I sup-
posed they were more closely allied to
angels than to men—that their wisdom,
piety and zeal were necessarily pre-em-
inent. I well remember svith what
mingled emotions of respect and admi-
razion, I gazed on IHancock, (I think it
was,) before his departure for the East,
the first missionary whom I had been
permitted to see. The sight of a broth-
er conseerated to:a service so holy and
glorious as that of missions constituted
an epoch in my life. My early impres-
sions of Christian missionaries were de-
rived from the Journals and letters of
Carey and Judson, and their worthy
co-laborers; and these impressions were
deepened and intensified by the glowing
pages of the Memoirs of the sainted
Ann I Judson, and of the lamented
George D. Boardman.

Time and observation, however, have
modified and corrected my views of this
interesting class of persons. Frequent
and. unrestrained intercourse with ap-
pointed, and with returned missiona-
ries, has enabled me to form more neu-
rate conceptions of their characters, ard
gifts.  They are men—not angels.
Their moral and intellectual qualities
are as greatly diversified as are those
of an equal number pastors in any por-
tion of our country. If we expect to
find them free from mistakes, and
faults, we ascribe to them a per-
fection which did not belong to the
apostles. That a few of them have
been unworthy of confidence, or incom-
petent for their work, can surely sur-
prise no one who is acquainted with hu-
man nature, or the history of the prim-
itive churches. But with all these ad-
missions, it may be affirmed, in the face
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of the world, that among uniuspired
teachers of Christianity, a more pious,
devoted, self-sacrificing and efficient
class cannot be found than that to
which my remarks are limited—the
American Eaptist Missionaries. With
many of them, I have enjoyed the
pleasure of an intimate acquaintance,
and have, I trust, been profited by it.
Some of them were eminently wise and
godly. Dr. Judson was remarkable for
the simplicity of his manners, his
shrinking modesty, and his self-forget-
fulness. Ordinarily his conversation
was quiet and unpretending; but when
some congenial subject aroused his ener-
gies, his kindling eye gave no equivocal
indication of the strength and fire that
reposed within.
trious and edifying instance of earnest,

unwavering and successful devotion t0° 1, wyve and the tender and solemn

The lamented '

one sublime purpose.
Croclker, of the African Mission, seemed

ven.,

had been absent six years when I re-
turned from Afriea, and I felt great joy
when I first saw the blue mountains of
my native land ; but that joy was noth-
ing compared with the joy which T ex-
perienced when I expected soon to die,
and go to heaven.” It is not always
wise to praise the living; but men of
real merit are not likely to bLe puffed
up with self-conceit. I must utter a
commendation of our own Bowen of the
Central African Mission. For devoted-
ness, practical judgment, far reaching
plans of usefulness, dauntless heroism,
and strong faith in God, where shall we
find one who surpasses him? No dis-
cerning man can be in his presence, for
any length of time, without feeling that
God has raised him up for forming and
executing noble plans. I cannot con-
tinue these remarks concerning the
missionary worthies. All the class are
not equal to the- eminent and honored
men whom I have named; but all, so
far as I know, and, certainly, with few

IIis life was an illus-:

Just recovering from a severe at- . parative negleet of the concert for

. . R - 4T
tack of disease, I heard him say, “I! prayer.

exceptiong, are entitled to theconfidence,
sympathies, prayers and co-operation of
the lovers of Jesus. When we consid-
er what saerifices they have made, their
privations, toils, sufferings, and perils
in the ecause of Christ, we should feel
that they deserve more than our money.
They are worthy of our love—our ad-
miration—our cordinl concern for their
welfure and sueccess,

When the excellent Sutton, the Eng-
lish Baptist Missionary of Orissa, visi-
ted this country in the year 1835, he
publicly stated, that in no aspect was
the Mission cause so discouraging to
hLim, as in the feeble and limited inter-
est felt in the monthly concert of prayer
for Missions. I have ni vivid remem-
brance of the graphic and moving rep~

! resentations of the heathenism which

strains in which he deplured the apathy

- of the Ameriean churches in the work
to breathe the very atmosphere of hea-!

of Missions as indicated by their com-

Could Missionaries among the
heathen, in their labors, discourage-
ments and sufferings, feel assured that
they have the affection, sympathies and
prayers of their brethren at home, they
would be greatly comforted, strength-
ened and animated, :

Brethren, we are utterly at fault in
this matter. Behold our missivnaries
among the heathen! They went out
from us, encouraged by’our counsels,
and assured of our sympathy and aid.
Destitute of many cumforts enjoyed by
us, and laboring incessantly in sickly’
climes, they impair their constitutions
and health, and are frequently ready to
yield to the difficulties and discourage-
ments which thicken around them. We,
surrounded as we are by kind friends,
wise counsellers, able co-adjutors, and
tender sympathisers, are somectimes
rrone to sink under the various bur-
dens and conflicts of life. Ilow much
more trying must be the situation of
our missionaries, isolated, without assis-
tants, without sympathy, encompassed
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with difficulties, and harrassed by
doubts and fears.” They need money—
they should have food, raiment, and the
means of prosecuting most advantage-
ously their great work. But they need
more than money, and something which
money cannot purchase. They need to
be assured that their brethren at home
confide in them—Ilove them—feel for
them—and constantly pray for them.
This assurance would be a balm to
their wounds, would lighten their toils,
and would nerve them in every conflict.
The success of their labors would be
greatly promoted by it.

ITow shall we increase our sympathy
for missionaries? This is the practical
question. Let us consider. They are
men—good men—ministers of Christ,
our missionaries among the heathen
encouraged by us to enter on the
work—appointed by our Boards—and
went forth with the pledge, expressed
or implied, of our hearty sympathy and
co-operation.  To withhold from such
men, engaged in such work—under
such ecircumstances, pecuniary aid,
would be dishonest ; and to offer them
nothing but money is mere mockery.
It is giving a stone to children who are
crying for bread. They eall for sym-
pathy—a sympathy which watches with
sleepless interest their labors, difficul-
ties and suceesses, and pours itself forth
in fervent, importunate and believing
prayer, in secret and in the concert
meeting, for their preservation and suc-
cess.  Shall we withhold it? God for-
bid! Bar~xanas.

SR

For the Commission.
Whose Comntry is This?

- It is sometimes Loth pleasant and
profitable to eall up incidents of days
long gone by, and particularlyso, if they
are connected with some one of our
great christian enterprises. Though
little in themselves, suchincidents some-
times convey lessons of high import.

I propose to relate one which may illus-
trate the power of truth with good men
in spite of their prejudices, and how the
prejudices of each will give way before
enlightenment. There are many good
brethren nowwhooppose ourmissionary
operations simply because they do not
understand them.

I call up now from the gallery of
memory ihe picture of the venerable
father, Samuel Cartlidge,a man of deep,
fervent picty, strong, sound mind, and
one who was the instrument of much
good in Edgefield District, South Caro-
lina. IIis edueational advantages were
few. IIe was a selffmade man. * s

In the carly period of our Home Mis-
sions, a few brethren of the Edgefield
Baptist Association formed a society for
spreading the Gospel in the destitute
neighbourhoods within the bounds of
the Association. The Executive Com-
mittee of this Society held its meeting
on one occasion at a church, the mem-
bers of which were violently opposed to
missions. Of this church father Cart-
lidge was pastor.

After his sermon, the committee was
ealled to order, and the church andecon-
gregation were invited to remain and
witness the transactions. Father Cart-
lidge picked up his hat and saddle-bags
and was just going out, when the pres-
ident of the committee called to him
and begged him to come back and hear
for himself. IIe returned, took a seat
and attended patiently to all that was
done. The president then asked him to
close themeeting, by singing and prayer.
A flush of surprise passed over the old
gentleman’s fuce. He took his Iymn-
book however, and selected a missiona-
ry hymn, read it through, laid the book
on the table and asked permission to
make some remarks. Ile spoke for half
an hour, an execellent mission sermon.
Among other things he said—

¢ Brethren, you all know that I am
not a member of your Domestic Mis-
sion Society. DBut while some have
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spoken against it, T have refrained from
cxpressing an opinion bLeeause T knew
nothing about it: and I knew-that if it
was of men it would come to naught,
but if of God, men could never stop it.
Often have I dreamt of it; and passa-
ges of Seripture in favour of your soei-
ety would pass through my mind in
sleep and reeur again in my waking
hours, and I feared to do anything
against it, lest I might do wrong. I
ecan’t,”” he continued, *illustrate my
idea better than by relating a circum-
stance which took place with me in the
old Rervolulion wur. After the com-
mencement of the war, a paper,” (I
cannot recollect the name he gave it,)
“wras circulated, by which those who
signed it pledged themselves to stand
by their country even to the death. I

did not understand the nature of the |

paper and I would not sign it. My own
father solemnly swore that if Idid not
sign it he would kill me. To prevent
his carrying his threat into execution,
I was obliged to leave his house and lie
in the woods, hid behind an old log.—
There I lay two days and nights. In
the evening of the second day, as I lay
thinking what I had better do, some-
thing seemed to say to me ¢ Cartlidge,
whose countzy is this 2 ¢« Why, its my
country,” says I. ¢ Well,” says the same
thing, ¢ aint you willing to fight for your
country?” ‘Yes, I am,” said I, and I
jumped straight up and went to the
house and told my father I'd sign the
paper.  And now my brethren, I have
seen and heard your proceedings and I
am satisfied the hand of God is with
you, and I am willing to sign that pa-
per too; and I invite this church and
congregation to come now and put their
names to it with me, lest we be found
fighting against our God.”

This same good Lrother was reported
to have said that he had never read but
two books through—XRRobinson Crusoe
and the Bible. AL B. Mcw.,

For the Commission,
Tolnt is the West Plou of FHlis-
sions ?

Bro. Epirox.

There seem to be two great and grave
(uestions respecting our present Mis-
sion operations:—Ist. Shall we con-
tinue our usual system, viz. Missionary
Societies and Missionary Boards? Or
2nd. Shall we fall back upon the prim-
itive and gospel plan?  Will our Asso-
ciations and Churches, upon their indi-
vidual responsibility, appoint and give
direction to their Missionaries ?

As for myself, 1 have long wished
that the Baptists would adopt the lag-
ter course.  Then would every pastor,
and every member realize more directly
their own individual responsibility to
sustain Foréign and Domestic Missions,
The general impression now is, that the
Boards at Richmond and Marion are
doing the work, we need not trouble
ourselres about it. Brethren was it so
in the beginning ?

Methinks the index of the present,
seems to point to n primitive future.—
Where, and what are the old * Land-
marks?”  Let us scek out the *“old
paths,” having found them, let us abide
by, and walk in them. I expect the
Apostolic plan of “ preaching the gos-
pel to every creature” was, and still is
as mood as any.

Monticello, Florida.

We publish the aleve letter because
it institutes an inquiry important in it-
self, and which we think is, to some ex-
tent, engaging the attention of our
brethren.  Every truc friend of mis-
sions desires not ounly that the Gospel
Le preached “to every creature,” but
that the best method for accomplishing
this result shall beadopted. It may be
thought Ly some that those who consti-
tute our Mission Boards are, by this
very faet, unprepared to appreciate the
reasens for any proposed change of pol-
icy. If any have such a notion it is
because they are either unacquainted
with, or very inadequatcly estimate the
onerousness and responsibility of the
laborsof those brethren. Noman loves
labor for its own sake. No right mind-
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ed man would court responsibility. If
he assumed it he must Le induced to do
50 by cousiderations of duty and useful-
ness. I'he members of Mission Doards,
with the exception of such officers as
devote their time wholly or chiefly to the
cause—Tlubor gratuitously. Norare they
elevated in their social religious position
by being members of a Board, They
can have no reason to desire the con-
tinuance of anarrangement imposing a
Iarge amount of toil and solicitude aside
from the glory of God and the advance-
ment of His cause. As to thoese who
receive pay, they are, generally, men
who, as Pastors, would Le better com-
pensated for their services than they
are now. The sacrifices of personal
feeling and domestic enjoyment to which
they submit, find no parallel among the
ministry at home. Why should they
desire the present plan to be continued ?
Every one at all acquainted with the
businezs of Missions knows that it is
exceedingly difficult to find men suited
to these voeations, who will consent to
be seerctaries or agents. For ourselves
we can unhesitatingly declare that such
employment is uncongenial to our taste,
repulsive to our feelings, nnd injurious
to our domestic enjoyment.  Gladly
would we exchange tlie wearing anxie-
ty, the constant travel and heavy re-
sponsibility of our present employment
for the quiet and congenial labors of
the pastorate. We should be thankful
for the dizclosure of any practicable
plun which would efficiently sustain the
cause of missions without such labors.
Bat we confess we do not think such
disclosure has been made.

The proposition of our brother is to
do away with Missionary Beards, and
that Churches and \ssociations shall
appoint each its own missionaries, and
take the entire responsibility of sustain-
ing them, Two reasons are given for
prefering this to the present system :—
Ist. That it is ¢ the primitive and Gos-
pel plan.”  2nd. Thatit would promote
a sense of personalresponsibility iu the

pastors and members of our churches.

With regard to the first reason, we
remark, that two things are necessary
to give to * primitive” practice—by
which we mean the practice during the
lives of the Apostles—the force of legal
precedent. 1st. That the practice be
clearly defined in the New Testament.
2nd. That it be susceptible of proof
that the practice was regarded as bind-
iny, and to be uniformly observed by
the churches. We cannot be bound to
do any thing because the apostolic
churches did it, when in fact we cannot
learn that they did do it: and in many
cases in which explicit direction was
given we are nothound by such direction
because theeireumstances were peculiar
and the directionlimited. Thus the di-
rection given to the Galatian and Co-
rinthian churches to make a contribu-
tion for the poor saints at Jerusalem,
has never been considered as imposing
the duty of a contribution upon every
first day on every christian throughout
all time.

Were it then, in proof that in apos-
tolic times “ associations and churches”
sclected and sustained, each, its own
missionaries, it would not follow thet
this is the *“Gospel plan” for all ages.
Such might have Leen the fact, and yet
it might have been 2 merely temporary
arrangement, suited to existing ciream-
stances, 1ot & permanent law.,

But such was not the practice at all.
There were then, so far as we know, no
associations. The meeting at Jerusa-
lem, when Paul went up to consult with
the brethren there, has been appealed
to as such. It requires, however, no
swall share of imagination to trace a
likeness Letween that mecting and a
modern association. The ecircumstan-
ces of the churches in that day, did not,
yerhaps, require or permit the forma-
tion of associations. At least if any
were formed, we know nothing of it.—
An dssociation is as muel unknown to
the New Testument, as is a Missionary
Doard. ;
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Nor have we any evidence, cither
direct or inferential, that any church,
upon its own indicidual responsibility,
appointed and gave direction to Mission-
aries. Paul and Barnabas were *“sepa-
rated” by the church at Antioch, “to
the work whereunto’” they were ap-
pointed by the Iloly Spirit, under ex-
press divine instruction. But we have
nn intimation that this church thereby
assumed to direct their labors, or be-
came solely responsible for their sup-
port. We know that they were under
a much higher direction than that of
any church. We do not know that the
church at Anticch ever contributed to
their support. 1In the case of Paul, we
know that other churches did. Under
the. general law which makes the
churches responsible for ‘preaching
the Gospel to every creature,” this
church was bound to give them, so far
as it was able, whatever was necessary
to their mission. This obligation was
specially upon the chureh at Antioch,
as the body by whom they were sepa-
rated for this work. Dut not to the ex-
clusion of the right of these men to aid
from any other Christian or church, to
the extent to which the inability or
neglect of the church. at Antiech ren-
dered such aid necessary.

As to the second reason, it is more
specious than solid.  Admit that when
an association, or a church, agrees to
support a particular Missionary, it will
feel under an obligation which other-
wise it would not realize; and this, in
most cases, would, perhapg, be the re-

sult. Missionary Societies and Boards
throw no obstacle in the way of this
course. Nay, they invite and urge as-
sociations and c¢huarches to do this.
Seven of the Missionaries of the Board
of Foreign Missions, of the Southern
Baptist Church, are now supported, in
whole or in part, by associations which
regard them as their Missionaries, A
similar arrangement—to what extent
we uare unable to say—existed as to
some of the Missionaries of the Board |

of Domestic Missions, These Boards
most sedulously avoid every thing which
is calculated to lessen the sense of obli-
eation either of churches or individuals,
On the contrary, all their appeals,
whether public or private, whether
oral or written, are made to this sense
of responsibility. Nor do they ever as-
sume to come between the Missionary
an! those who support him for any
other than the following purposes:

I. As forming a responsible body
through whom funds may be recured
and transmitted for his maintainance
and work.

IL. 'To appoint his field, and to direct
and supervise his Inbors. ’

III. Mo define his relations to his
fellow-missionaries,

IV. As being specially charged with
affording him such counsel, encourage-
ment and comfort as his circumstances
may demand.

Now let us see if, for these objects,
the existence of Boards be not neces-
sary—not as an cridl which must be
borne for the sake of a greater good,
but as an indipensable and valuable
agency for their attainment.

I. We admit at the outset—what is
manifestly true—that the stronger and
more cflicient churches, and the more
enlightened and liberal associations,
conld be relied upon by the Missionary
to raise his support, while they continue
as they now are. Yet who does not
know that the condition of sueh bodies,
spiritual and pecuniary, is constantly
fluctuating. Is there no danger that
the church, or the association, shall for-
et its obligation, or fuil, from indispo-
sition or inability, to meet it? Let us
not blind ourselves by Utopinn dreams,
Let us not reason from hypothetical
statements of what churches ought to
be, but from their actual condition.
Has no Pastor ever had to mourn, un-
der the pressure of unrequited toil and
of unpaid debts, the failure of churches
to fulfil contracts for service rendered to
themselves, and in their own midst?
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And could we reasonably expect greater
punctuality and earefulness regarding
the Missionary than the Pastor? Again,
what iy the Missionary, especially the
Foreign Missionary, to do, when, from
any cause, the chuarch, or association,
fails to support him. Ie is far from
heme and friends. e has hazarded
his life in efforts, which, if now aban-
doned, may prove worse than useless,
but which, properly followed up, will
cause the *wilderness to be glad.,”
What shall he do? Live he cannot
without means. To whom shall he look
for 2id? Must he leave his post to
come and look out for another church
or association that will take him up?
Now a Board, made respongible by the
appointment of their brethren, and
thus having their attention and ener-
gies specinlly directed to this work, will
be less likely to grow indifferent. 1If
the members of the Board are what
they should be, they feel as deeply as
others (to say the least) the urgencey of
Cliristinn sympathy, and the obligation
to do whut they ayreeto do. They col-
lect funds over a wider range, and their
financial operations are therefore less
liable to temporary derangement. And
Iast, though not least, they do not have
to lax themseclres, except as to a very
limited proportion of what is needed,
for the funds to be employed.

We kunow that there is truth and
foree in these statements, There are
those now in the Foreign field, sup-
ported by associations, who would have
suffered had the Board been unable, at
titnes, to bring to their support funds
not contributed for this special object.
In making this statement we intend no
reflection upoun those bodies to whom it
applies. They are among our most
eflicient and faithful co-laborers. We
intend no disparagement of suck ar-
rangements for the support of Mission-
aries. We deem them of great value.
We should rejoiee that all our Mission-
aries were supported by some one church

or association of churches. DBut, after
all, there will be fluctuations in the con-
tributions from such sources, and there
will be needed funds for expenditures
of general character, which never enter
into the calculations of these who
undertake the support of Missionaries.
These fluctuations can only be guarded
against, and these expenditures met,
by some agency for collection extending
over all the churches.

2nd, But funds must not only be col-
lected, they are to be transmitted to the
Missionary.

Even within the limits assigned to
the operations of the Domestic Mission
Board of the Convention, this is a work
of no little difficulty. To send funds
to all the widely separated States and
Territories of our country without un-
necessary louss, delay and risk, requires
no small degree of knowledge of the
system of exchanges, and the methods
of communication. Very few men, not
actually engaged in lurge commereial
operations, possess this knowledge; nor
is it likely that any consideralle num-
ber of the members of our churches
would be at the pains to acquire it, and
to keep themselves posted up, just to
transnfit the salary of a Missionary or
two. ’

But regarding Foreign Missions, the
difficulties are greatly inereased. The
transmission of funds and supplies to a
foreign field—say to China or Africa—
involves a complex commercial arrange-
ment. It likewise demands a body, or
an individual, whose eorporate or per-
sonal standing shall be Znown to be
such as to inspire confidence. Credit
must be secured by a thorough, busi-
ness-like, prompt management. The
loss of this credit would involve suffer-
ing and disaster in the missions, and
pecuniary injury to those supporting
them. Would churches and associ-
ations, seattered over the country, bLe
likely to institute such arrangements
as to meet these demands?

Again, the proportionate cost of this
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business depends, to a considerable ex-
tent, upon the amount of business done
by an agency for an individual or a
Board. The more, therefore, the funds
are subdivided, the greater the cost of
transmitting them. Let it be remem-
bered that the Boards do not pay their
own oflicers for attending to this de-
partment. The labor is performed, the
responsibility encountered gratuitously.
They have, therefore, to the fullest ex-
tent, the advantage of a well established
credit and a large business, over an un-
known ageney and a small business.

II. Itis the business of the Board to
designate the field, and to direct and
supervise the labors of the Missionary.

In the discharge of these duties, a
Board will always regarc, as far as
practieable, the wishes of the Mission-
ary and of these who support him.
Should they not do so, they would scon
loose their influence and their capacity
to secure either men or means.

That some such supervision is needed
is too obvious to require proof. Can it
be supposed that every Missionary—
young and inexperienced as the greater
part are—is competent to decide where
he had best locate, and to what ends
direct his labors, so as to co-operate
most effectually in the common design
of bringing the whole world under the
influence of the Gospel? 'I'hat he will
Le prepared to give to each field its
proper relative importance, and weigh
Jjustly its present demands? Is he to
be left, unaided, to say what amount
of funds shall be expended upon his
station, or in this or that department of
labor?  Is the Missionary, once sent
out, to work on without responsibility
as to the character he maintains, the
course he pursues, the fidelity with
which he-discharges his duty?

But whether is it probable that a
number of Commmittees or Boards,
scattered over the States, and holding
correspondence each with its ewn Mis-
sionary alone, will Le in a conditim}
wisely to direct these matters, or that a

Board selected for their discretion,
picty, devotion to the work of missions,
and their accessibility to communica-
tion with every portion of the Territory
within which it is proposed to operate,
and conducting an active correspond-
ence with all the Missionaries, and
others within that Territory from whom
information may be gained, shall know
what is best to be done? Would there
be no danger of jealousies and rivalries
between these multiplied appointors
and supervisors?  Would not their
missionaries be likely to wixh to ocecupy
the same ground, and thus be brought
into contlict? "Would there be no dan-
ger that in their labors they should
mutually thwart each other? Isit not
likely that in very many instances there
would be a most injurious dispropor-
tion in the distribution of labar, some
ficlds being over crowded while others
were neglected?

There must be direclion and super-
vision somewhere in any extended at-
tempt at missionary work. Missiona-
ries as well as other men must be held
to accountability, especially where the
disbursement of money is concerned.
It secems to be the dictate of common
sensa that the right of direction and
supervision, within a given field, should
be in the hands of one Board rather
than with many Boards or Committees.
We make no objection to auxiliary
Boards: or Committees, operating
through, and in subordination to, a
General Board. Frequently such ar-
rangements are wise, and effsctive. But
it does seem evident that every mission
should be controlled by some one di-
rectory.

I1L It is the business of the Board—we
speak now specially of Foreign Mis-
siunaries—to define the relations of the
missionary to his fellow missionaries.

When our brethren go out from us to
a heathen land they are settled at sta-
tions more or less remote from each
other, and one or more at each station.
They are thus brought together for one
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common object to give the gospel in
the most expeditious manner to the
people of that land. They come from
different sections of country, bringing
with them all the peculiarities incident
to natural character and sectional asso-
ciations. They are separated from the
churches. to which they had united
themselves in mutual covenant. They
cannot, at least for years, enjoy the hen-
efit of christian fellowship and coun-
sel outside of their own immediate cir-
cle. But they mnust work together in a
commaon cause, involving the expendi-
ture of funds, and the performance of
a variety of labors. Under these cir-
oumstances it becomes imperative that
the relations in which they are to stand
to each other shall Le well defined.
Others are to go out and unite with
them. It is indispensable that these
shall know, befure they venture to form
such aunion, what are its responsibili-
ties and duties. Now where shall the
riyht to define these relations be vested ?
It must rest, cither with the missiona-
ries themselves, or with those who ap-
point them. Let us suppose that it is
left with the missionaries. Then who
doas not see that it is indispensable to
harmony that they all depend upon the
same Board for support? Ilow eclse
shall they be able to adjust the various
questions of location, labor, and expen-
diture? 1low arrange for that mutual
cooperation and support which are ne-
cessary to the effectiveness of the
whole. The missionary of one Board
may be unsupplied with fuads for
meeting his share of any common ex-
penditure. Are those of other Boards
to make up the deficiency and still ad-
mit him to an equality of right? The
voice of the meeting may designate him
for a special service or a particular sta-
tion. But in such service he may know
his constituency do not feel interested—
in such locality they would not perhaps
sustain him.

Again, are those who support mis-
sionaries to be excluded from all right

6

to direct their labors, and the applica-
tion of funds? Is there any thing in
the natare of the work to demand, or
in the past history of Missions to jus-
tify the claim, that missionaries shall
be released from all responsibility to
those who support them? We know
that such a claim has been put forth.
To us it seems the height of pre-
sumption. For a man, or a set of men
to say to the churches, ‘“You must
sanction us as your missionaries, you
must give us whatever sums we demand
for our work, but you must not dare to
invade our independence by inquiring
how we conduct ourselves, or however
apply those funds,”” is daring effron-
tery! We have no argument to offer
in refutation of such a claim. If then
the relations of missionaries to cach
other are to be defined by those who
sustain them, we ask if this can be
done harmoniously by so many diffe-
rent bodies. Who does not see that the
directions of one will be likely to differ
from those of another? And, in the
absence of an umpire, that these differ-
ences will lead to almost endless collis-
sions? Or if, for the sake of harmony,
it shall be agreced among the missiona~
ries, so far as they can consistently
with instructions received from home,
to endeavour to cooperate, that such di-
versity of instructions, and indepen-
dence of any common fund for support
will constitute an incentive to pert ig-
norance, or eccentricity, or perverse self-
will, to set itself against the common
plans of those who thus seek for union ?

4th. A Missionary Board is specially
charged with counseling, encouraging
and comforting the missionary.

Few missionaries, we presume, would,
for any light consideration, be deprived
of the privilege of secking advice in
cases of doubtfulness and sympathy
under discouragements and misfortunes
from some friend at home upon whose
knowledge, judgment and sympathy
they can rely. The Secretaries of the
Board of Foreign Missions write. to
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each mission—frequently to every mis-
sionary—monthly. And if we are to
judge by the expressions of satisfaction
with which our missionaries acknowl-
edge the receipt of these letters, the in-
terruption of the correspondence would
be to them a great privation.

Now it is possible—not probable—
that some person could be found in
ench church or association sending out
a missionary, who would thus month
by month write him. But would such
- an one be prepared to adapt his com-
munications to the wants of the mis-
sionary? Ie would know nothing of
the circumstances by which he was sur-
rounded except as informed by the mis-
sionary himself. If the view thus giv-
en were partial or erroneous, there
would be no means of correcting the
mistake. DBesides, some of the severest
personal trials to which missionaries
are liable are of such a nature that
they shrink from mentioning them,
even in their most confidential letters.
Now where letters from all the mission-
aries come to.one address, they supply
fuller informatisn., What is wanting
in one letter is made up by another.
Thus tho Secretary of the Board is
more familiar with the condition and
wants of such missionary than he could
be of those of a single correspondent.

We think what we have written suf-
ficient to demonstrate the necessity,
and in some degree to illustrate the
value of our General Missionary
Boards. Ard here for the present, we
must leave the subject. We may, in a
future number consider their bearings
in originating and sustaining the very
course of action which it is proposed to
substitute for them, and show that
without them we should soon have no
missionary funds, no missionaries, no
missions. P,

T
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Our Pissions.

SIHTANGITAT MISSION—CIIINA.
Triter from Nro. AL . ﬁﬁgntrﬁ.

The following under date of May 224,
from our Brother Yates furnishes en-
couraging tokens of the Dirine favor in
the Chinese empire. We may well
hope and pray for the Spirit’s intluence
upon our work there.

You are cheered by the encouraging
indications of the past year, and are
almost ready to regard these tokens for
good as the hasty drops before a copi-
ous shower of the Divine favor. You
ask if the same feeling of encourage-
ment possesses our hearts, in reference
to the results of our labors; and if we
are ready to look for the manifest and
special descent of the Spirit’s influence
in our field? In reply Imust say, that
the present indications are not of such
a character, as to warrant us in expect-
ing any thing more than the ordinary
manifestations of the Spirit’s influence.
We have reason to expect a gyradual
increase of token for good. Judg-
ing from the developments of the
past nine yecars, we may expeet, with
the blessing of God, wonderful results
during the next ten years. What we
need to insure permanent success, is,
to have constantly on the ficld, a good
corps of devoted and effective preach-
ers. The longer I remain in the field,
the more thoroughly I am convineced,
that preacking is the great lever by
which this vast empire is to be raised
from the abyss of darkness into which
it has o long been submerged. Such
is the vagueness of the Chinese written
language, even of the best composition,
that it is next to an impossibility for
any Chinaman to get a correct idea of
the true meaning of the Seriptures,
without the aid of a teacher. We
shall certainly need many preachers,
before they can reach here, and acquire
the language so as to speak intelligibly,
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I sincerely hope the chnrches will not
allow the cause of missions to suffer
for the want of a requisite number of
men to prosecute it with vigor. The
present aspect of our work, and of the
means for carrying it on, calls loudly
for a reinforcement.

It may not be uninteresting to you, to
mention a new phase that is developing
itself in our work at Shanghai; which
may be regarded as evidence that our
preaching has often made a lasting im-
pression in quarters where we have lit-
tle suspected it. We are beginning to
meet with men, who, after hearing the
gospel a few times while on a visit to
this city, have abandoned idolatry ‘in
all its forms, and turned their attention
to the worship of the true God, accord-
ing to the best of their knowledge. We
met with a case of this character du-
ring the past weck. Bro. Cabaniss
brought a man into my room for me to
examine, who said he had abandoned
idolatry, and had been worshipping the
true God for three years. According
to his account he heard preaching sev-
eral times at Shanghai, some four or
five years ago. Ile became convinced
of the truth of Christianity, and with-
out further consultation with any one,
adopted it as his religion. - It would
seem from his account that he has been
much opposed by his friends, and that
in justifying himself, he has been doing
good service to the cause of missions,
in reasoning against idol and ancestral
worship. He has been an observer of the
Sabbath for the last 18 months—the
time when he first learned that it was
his duty to observe the Sabbath asa
day of rest. Indeed the man seemed
to have an astonishingly correct idea of
every requirément of the gospel, except
the most important one, that of re-
pentance and justification by faith, in-
stead of by works. In the eourse of
my examination, I sought to know in
what way he had disposed of the sins
committed before he believed and trust-
ed in the christian system. Ile re-

plied by supposing a case, illustrative
of his idea of the unbounded benevo-
lence of God. He instanced the case
of a parent, whose son might be re-
markable for his waywardness in youth,
who, if that son, when he became a
man, reformed and discharged his filial
duties, would readily forgive his youth-
ful indiscretion and ignorance. By
this process of reasoning, he could see
how God, whose benevolence is un-
bounded, would forgive, or pass over,
the sins committed in the days of his
ignorance. I endeavored to show him
that God was a God of justice as well
as a God of Mercy. Such cases are
doubtless nnmerous, and show clearly,
that the truth we preach is having a
deeper and more wider-spread influ-
ence than we are aware of.

A party of us, viz: Rev. Mr. Aitche-
son of the American Board, Rev. Mr.
and Mrs. Cunningham of the Methodist
Mission, Mrs. Yates, Annie and myself,
have just returned from a long trip into
the interior of this, and a considerable
distance into the adjoining province.
We were gone fifteen days, travelled
about 400 English miles, most of the
time through the silk growing district.
Our greatest distance from Shanghai,
was about 150 English miles. We vis-
ited many towns and cities, as well as
the mountains, on the ‘“Hong-chow-
bay,” in the Province in which Ningpo
is situated. From the top of those
mountains, we could look right out to
sea.

The mountain scenery and the broad
expanse of water beyond, were truly
refreshing to our eyes, after an impris-
oument for nearly nine years. The
silk district is indeed a splendid coun-
try, than which none is better watered.
Canals, from ten to fifty yards broad,
interscet the country in every direction,
at intervals of from 1, 2, to 3 miles,
with something like the regularity of
the streets of a city. These public
high-ways, the work of wen’s hands,
form the great thoroughfares of this
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plane.  All travelling either for busi-
ness or pleasure, is done on water.
These canals, answer 1o our plank, and
rail-roads; they are, however, ten
times more nunmerous, and were in suc-
cessful operation a thousand years before
plank or rail-roads were thought of.
China after all, is not so far behind the
age of internal improvements. The
people did not olject to our passing
through the country, or stopping for
one or two days ata city. They were
‘rather more civil than the people are
in the region of Shanghai. I am
fully persuaded, that, but for the
treaty regulation, confining foreigners
to the five ports, (which the officials
must enforce or loose their heads,)
Missionaries with their fimnilies, might
reside at almost any of the large towns
and cities, within 400 miles of Shan-
ghai. The people are friendly, and
would not, I think, object. If the war
in Europe is brought to a speedy ter-
mination, the three treaty powers will
most likely, cither by this or next year,
demand a revision of the treaty with
China. (This is the year appointed by
the contracting powers for the revision
to take place.) If when it is done, the
treaty powers succeed in Dbreaking
down the exclusive policy of the chi-
nese officials, (a thing not at all improl-
able) we shall want at once 300 mis-
sionaries, allowing two or three to a
city, to occupy the region, now truly
traversed by missionaries in boats.
Will the men be forthcoming when God
calls for them. There is notbing of
special interest in our work. Affec-
tionate regards to all the bLrethren.

Aournnl of Wen. O, W. Gaillard.

In ourlast a reference wasmade to the

ascent of our Brother Gaillard up the !

river,on a missionary tour. lethusecon-
tinues his reference to the excursion:

Ooi Shooi, where there is a very large
hall, or general court-house, where the
officers from the surrounding towns as-
semble to adjust the difficulties that
may arise between these towns. And
we suppose that they sometimes enforce
the law, as we sec the heads of four
men hung up in a basket not far from
us. Our own heads, however, fecl
quite safe. lere we sce what we call
a fish nest, for want of a better name,
which is made. by driving down posts
in the river, about forty fect from the
bank, to keep hoats out of the nest;
and then large bags, fiftcen feet long
and four feet wide, made of coarse
gauze, are put under the water to catch
young fish as they are brought down
by the current. The large fish, from
the sea, go up the river to deposit their
spawn, which are driven down and
caught in these nests; where they are
fed on the albumen of duck eggs,
till they are large enough to sell to
those who have fish-ponds. Friday,
April 18.—Up and oftf at 53 A, M., and
our desire to “preach the gospel be-
yond Beyong,” increasing as we meet
with no oppusition except an opposing
current, which is very swift. Theriver
continues nearly a mile wide, with the
best of land on each side as far as we
can see, except a few hills on the left at
a distance.

7, A. M.—Went ashore at Weng On,
and four other towns near by, each of
which has several thousand inhabitants.
We found more true Chinese politeness
here than in any place we have seen;
and after we started off, a man from a
small boat rushed into our ecabin, fell
on his knees as a mark of respect, and
asked us for a Po Keng, a book. I
pray that he may receive its doctrines
with the same eagerness that he sought
for the book. 91-—Chaung Lee, a large
town. 10, A. M.—Tong Chow, on the
left bank, and Quong Lee, on the right.
This is a large market town, more than

April 18.—We stopped last night at | a mile long; and if we include two
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small towns adjoining it, it is more
than two miles long.

We mailed a letter here to Mrs. G,
and distributed some books from our
boat, as it is market day and crowds of
peopie on the bank. None, unless he
has seen it, has any idea of the eager-
ness of the people to get books, whether
they can read or not; for if they know
that the books are for distribution they
do not wait for the books to be given
them ; and we sometimes have to push
the ruder ones away, very abruptly, in
order to make them behave. We did
not find them as polite here as at the
other town, for they wanted to stop our
boat to get books; we told them that
they should not have any more books,
as they were so rude, and we crossed
the river and went on, (we keep near
the shore to avoid the strong current.)
This was a great opium depot, some ten
years since, and perhaps is yet. 12
o’clock—To Kee, a town about two
miles long, and the river about oneand
a half wide. IIalf-past one, . M.—
Iap IHow-—-closed mouth—where the
river has a very narrow pass between
the mountains, being not more than
one hundred and fifty yards wide. The
mountains are about one thousand feet
high, thickly covered with grass and a
few small bushes, but no large trees.
We do not sec any large trees except
around towns or temples; and to sce a
bunch of trees at a distance, is proof
that there is either a town or a temple,
There is a foot-path made on the side of
the mountains, for the people to walk
and pull their boats by a line tied to
the top of the mast, for the current is
so strong that oars arc of little use.
This reminds me of the canal boats in
America. Wedrank from a fine spring
some two hundred feet up the mountain,
the first spring water I have seen in
China. Ilere is a temple in ruins, de-
stroyed last year by the rebels. Itlooks
very lonely, as there is no town near it.

We here saw Mong Chaung Foo, a
large rock, on top of the mountain,

resembling 2 monkey in a sitting pos-
ture. It is eaid to be a woman looking
for her husband. We see no people in
these hills except six dead bodies, now
in sight, floating down the river, which
leads us to think that we are not far
from where the rebels are, or where
they have been lately. 3}, P. M.—We
now leave this pass and these hills, and
enter a large valley, on each side of a
river which is more than a mile wide;
a large field of corn on the right, in
which we count one hundred and fifty
hands at work with hoes, and fifteen
ploughing with buffaloes. These hands
are in companies of from two to twelve,
which we suppose are different farms,
separated only by a wide row. We
soon pass three Pagodas, a large one on
the right hank and two smaller ones on
the left, with a stream coming from the
South-west ; also, Worng Sha, a large
town on the right, half a mile from the
river. 6, P. M.—Seu Ieng Foo, where
we anchor for the night, as it is raining
hard, and has been for several hours,

This is a large walled town on the
right bank, the station of five thousand
soldierg, who are under the command
of an officer living in Canton ecity.
Ther: were many rebels at this place -
last year, but did not succeed in taking
it, and scveral thousand of them were
killed. The custom-house, for the in-
terior, is at this place, and from what
we can see, we think there is considera-
ble wealth here. Sometwo years since,
Rev. W. Lobscheid, of Hong Kong, sent
two native assistants out to distribute
books. They were taken up at this
place, and refusing to kneel before the
officer, which is the duty of a prisoner,
they were =o cruelly treated that one of
them died in prison at this place, and
the other died on his way back to Can-
ton.

Saturday, 19—Started at 4, P. M,
after sending a letter from here to Mrs.
G., by a passage boat which will start
for Canton.to day; and as soon as it is
light, we distribute books to large boats
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anchored in the river, most of which
are from Quong Sy Provinee, going to
or from Canton. One of the boatmen
said that Le would take us to Quong Sy,
and Mr. V. would go, if we had books
enough, and money to defray his ex-
penses. But we did not expect such a
long trip when we started, and must
defer it for some future time. 8, A,
M.—One town on the left, and a large
temple on each bank, and about six
hundred geese in one flock feeding on
the bank. 83}—Another large townon
the right. 9, A. M.—We cnter another
pass, with high hills on each side. We
ascend one of these and can sec the
pass we eame out of yesterday at 33,
P. M., which lies to our right, and we
have waded a semicirele since that time.
We drank from a spring on this hill,
traveling over some places where we
had to walk on four feet. 103, A. M.—
One small valley on the right, extend-
ing some distance back, in which we
see several small towns. 1, P, M.—
For the last three hours we have seen
nothing but hills; but we now see the
signs of life before us, 7. e, several
clumps of trees, which are a certainty
that there are towns there. 3i—Lok
Po, a large market town, the largest
we have seen for fifteen miles. We
distributed some books, and promised
to give them more when we return.

7Y
LS
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Tiberinn FAlissiom.
MONROVIA.
Letter from Rev. John Day.

The following from our venerable
missionary at Monrovia, under date of
April 2nd, refers to a severe sickness
from which he was recovering, and to
his own hopeful feelings in reference to
the mission.

I am just rising from the verge of
the grave. I was several weeks af-
flicted with spitting of blood and other
indisposition, but continued to preach
and to attend to other matters relative
to the mission. About three weeks ago

|

I threw off a quantity of blood, in-
credible for a man to lose and live. I
am, however, sitting up and writing.

The Liberian Mission is in a very
interesting state. The preachers go
out, preach, talk to, catechise and do
all they can to enlighten the poor hea-
then. Indeed, Bro. Taylor, your Libe-
rian Mission has accomplished a great
work.

When you established your mission
here, in 1847, the Baptists were but few
scattered groups of disheartened men
and women, too poor to sustain them-
selves, and cared for by nobody. I for-
bear the mention of many trials to
which they were exposed. But now,
in Monrovia, where not long since their
number was doubled by another church,
they have the greatest number, and the
leading congregation; and in all other
settlements hold a fair competition.
Besides what God has done in this Re-
public by your mission among the
civilized, thousands of poor lheathen
have heard the Word of Life; hundreds
have been taught to read it; many
have been baptized in the name of the
blessed Saviour, and many whole town-
ships have become nominally Christian,
Shall we ask anybody’s opinion of the
Libefian Southern Baptist Mission? Its
work testifies.

Bro. R. White, at Millsburg, has a
revival now; baptizes five next Sunday.

God has thrown open a door in Sierra
Leone, and his providence seems to
direct so clearly the course of duty,
that I have said to Thompson, “go on.”

I was very thankful for the apropri-
ation for the school edifice; have bought
a beautiful place of five acres on Crown
Hill, as it is called, in Monrovia.

I have failed to get a suitable person
at Cape Mount. I have employed an
old Savannah preacher, by the name of
Dent, to preach and teach natives, at
$250. TIIeis 2 good man.

I must not elose this letter without
telling you that Mr. Underwood has
established a native church, say six
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miles interior of New Georgia.
helping them build a chapel, and as
soon as I am well enough, shall go
out and organize it. Mr. Underwood
preaches there and at New Georgia.

I see no reason why, with persever-
ing attention to the natives, we may
not have many churches among them.

If God allows me tolive five years in
your gervice, you shall hear no more of
the shameful story that natives in our
settlements want God palaver sent to
them. O, that God would make our
men missionaries in the true sense of
that word.

==
SIS
NEW VIRGINIA.
Letter from Rev. J. T. Richardson.

We are bappy to know that at New
Virginia, the indications are socheering.
Brother R. says:

With feelings of profound thankful-
ness to God, I inform you of the pros-
pect of your mission in this heathenish
land. On a recent preaching occasion
at my native station, King Brumley’s
Town, a large assembly had come to-
gether from the interior, for the pur-
pose of exchanging their produce for
articlessuitable for them. While preach-
ing, there came such a solemnity upon
the whole assembly, the tears running
from all eyes, that I was made to say,
this place is awful; it is holy ground,
the Lord is here, and I knew it not; it
is the gate of heaven to our souls. At
the same time they asked me if the
great salvation of which I was speaking,
was designed by the Almighty for them
as well as for the civilized man; to which
I gave an answer in the affirmative by
calling their attention to the language
of God’s word, which gave them great
satisfaction. They scemed much cheer-
ed with the hope of life and salvation
through the Great Redeemer, Jesus
Christ. Since that period, they are giv-
ing more attention to the preached word
than I have ever seen before. The two
native boys to which your attention was

I am

called in my former communication, are
strict and consistent followers of the
meek and lowly Jesus. One of them,
I think, Divine Providence has chosen
for a preacher. The day-school, like-
wise the Sabbath school, are in a flour-
ishing condition.
Millsburg.

Says brother Richardson :

I cannot well close without naming
to you the out-pouring of the Spirit of
God at the Millsburg Station, at the
ending of our union meeting, which was
held there the 2nd Friday in the pres-
ent month. Some 8 or 10 have been
added to their number, and the season
of good has not stopped as yet; the
health of brother Day is something bet-
ter.

K

SINOU.
Extract of a letter from Rev. S. W.
Britton, dated April 30th 1856.

I write in haste a few lines to inform
you that we’ expect peace again in our
borders within a few days, as the
Blue Barree tribe, and the Botaw and
Sinoe people are all anxious to come in
and have the Palaver. O how my heart
yearns for the blessed moment when I
may once more enjoy the pleasure of °
fully resuming my labors among this
destitute people! Since the breaking
out of war I have continued to avail
myself of every opportunity for effort,
though we have beer unable to go out
into the towns as formerly. * % *
I must inform you of the massacre of
my father-in-law Rev. Joseph Bing, and
his wife. Bro. Bing was very zealous
in the course of the Lord. He is much
missed among us. Iie was living on
his farm about four miles from the city,
and about one from the native town.
He and his wife were killed on the 23rd
Nov. 1855. The cnemy severed his
head from his body, and after pilaging
the house set fire to it and threw the
remains of himself and wife into the
flames.
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‘While permitted to labor in visiting
the towns, and other ecxertions, the
truth seemed to Ue gradually spreading
itself in the hearts of the people.

GREENVILLE—SINOE,

" Letter Jrom Rev. R. E. Murray.

It is gratifying to know that the cruel
practices of heathenism are rapidly de-
clining as appears by the following from
Bro. Murray.

Since my last letter, I have to record
the death of “ Soldier King,” of whom
mention was so frequently made in my
communications to the Board. I regret
I was not with him in hislast moments;
however, brother RRoberts and the inter-
preter were at the town, while he was
dying. IIe spoke of me, they say, to
the last ; he said the medicine adminis-
tered to him by me had lost its effect
upon his system, that God was going to
take him. e was grateful for my at-
tention to him. Afier his death, a mes-
senger was sent to inform me of it, with
a request that T should have a decent
coffin made for him, and should go up
and see him buried; but other duties
prevented my going. Last week, ano-
ther chief, ¢ Tom Nimbly,” died ; befure
he died, he said he frequently thought
upon what the preacher said to him,
and would beg for mercy. Would to
God I could report more favorably of
their last end. I have been waiting
with intense anxiety to hear if Lossy-
wood has been given to any one, but
nothing of the kind yet; and if forsuch
an influential man as “ Soldier King,”
it is not given, then our labour is nct
in vain, and this cruel ordeal is losing
its power over the Sinoe tribe. If the
weather clears up, so as to admit of tra-

_velling, T will, next week, assemble us
many of them us possible, by way of
making an improvement of the solemn
scenes they have witnessed. Another
of their chiefs, Governor Pine, died re-
cently at Lettrakroo, whither he had
gone to live, Altogether, these sad

events have made a deep impression on
their mind, and may result in much
good. I begin to feel that “we are on
the eve of secing the fruit of our labors
in a small way. Still I feel fearful of
disappointment. Of one thing I am
certain, the name of Jesus is not strange
to many of them. The creation of the
world, the fall of man, the nccessity of
a Saviour, their accountability to God—
the solemnity of death, and the dread-
ful scenes of the judgment day—have
frequently been impressed on their
minds ; with what effeet, time will dis-
cover. At Butaw, there will probably
be a fine school. Bro. Neyle says, par-
ents are willing to have their children
taught. IIe has found it diflicult to get
his house finished. Yeu cannot get the
natives to understand the value of time;
this has seriously embarrassed him. I
hope it will soon be completed. Brother
Britton has written several letters,
which I have forwarded to Monrovia, to
the care of brother Day, to be sent by
first opportunity. Thebuilding I erec-
ted at Koootown is in such bad condi-
tion, that we can only meet the natives
in fair weather, which is not often atthis
season.

Septemler 1st.  Assembled a few of
the natives at Krootown, addressed them
as usual; among them was a stranger,
who ran away from the windward, with
another man’s wife, this was a fine open-
ing for me to point out the evils of po-
lygamy; most of the wars and difficul-
ties among them, may be traced to this
grand and prevailing sin. I find how-
ever that a correct feeling begins to pre-
vail among the Kroomen in our imme-
diate vicinity, on this sulbject. Time I
trust, will, with the divine blessing on
our labours, root out this great obstacle
to our success.

CAPE PALMAS,
Letler from Rev. B. G. Drayton.

Dear Bro. Tavror:—I have thesat-
isfaction to acknowledge the goodness
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of God toward our operations at this
place since I wrote last. Although
nothing of a special character has ta-
ken place in our affairs, yet thereis a
steadiness of growth and an interest
mauaifested by all who are coucerned in
the entire affair which are encouraging.
I am not weary in this great work,
where such an abundant harvest is an-
ticipated. This is no vain speculation,
but it is warranted by facts.

The very quict manner in which the
truth of the cross is being diffused, and
received by the heathen is truly en-
couraging. I am sure our heavenly
Father intends to accomplish the work
he has commenced in a most signal
manner. To labor on for my people is
my joy and my song.

Narive Sration.—This department
of the mission at this place has been,
and is unusually prosperous under the
care of the present teacher. It num-
bers nbout 20 children, with some few
adults who often attend for the benefit
of the catechism; I have so arranged
with them so as to have their children
attend daily, and on the Sabbath in
Sunday School; at which time the
grown as well as the young people are
taught. I find that in this the Lord
has blessed our cfforts by giving them
a disposition to attend regularly
withal to appreciate it. IHaving ta-
ken the position we now hold, and hav-
ing gone as far with them as to draw
their attention toward us, it is but
proper and prudent to hold on and hold
out. I do not regret the labor spent,
but only regret that T am not able to
do more for my poor sinking brethren.

Covrox1aL ScnooL.—Weare yet hope-
ful as respects the ultimate benefit that
will result from this department. The
teacher continues to be prompt, regular
and persevering in the discharge of his
duties. The school numbers about 31
or more children, all of whom, with
but few exceptions, are improving.
They are religiously instructed by the
teacher daily, and the result of this

course has been the conversion of seve-
ral of the children. This department,
as well as the native school, ought to
be strictly maintained by the Board, as
Jjust here it seems the seccret of success
lies.

Tue Cnorcn, bl:ss the Lord, are yet
on their onward march., The spirit of
the Lord is still with us to bless and re-
vive—and the influence thereof is being
felt.

In all this glorious work I erave your
prayers and the prayers of the whole
church. ’

<

YORUBA MISSION.
Letler from Rev. 1. J. Bowen. *

Wearce happy to secure the subjoined,
written by our missionary to a friend,
and which we are allowed to publish.—
It condenses several faects befcre pub-
lished, and which willin this way inter-
est our readers.

The Yoruba people, among whom we
are laboring, extend from the sea at Ba-
dagry and Lagos to Nufe, near the Ni-
ger. They are thought to number nearly
or quite three millions.

The work was begun about 16 years
ago at Badagry, by the Wesleyans, and
four or five years.after by churchmen.
Soon after, both parties extended their
labors to Abbeokuta, three day’s jour-
ney in the interior. In 1851 theslavers
wereexpected from Lagos, and the place
was soon after occupied by missionaries
and merchants. The latter have erec-
ted several houses, worth from 3,000 to
8,000 dollars, and more than fifty infe-
rior buildings. Population of the place
25,000 to 30,000.

Yoruba proper, which begins about
80 miles from the coast, was first enter-
ed by our explorersin 1852. Up to that
date, we had been kept out by thc hos-
tilities and jealousies of the people.

There are now Churchmen, Wesley-
ans, and recently American Baptists, at
Lagos, with several preaching places,
and nearly 300 professed converts. The
Wesleyans and Churchmen Lave seve-
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ral hundred converts at Abbeokuta, and
the latterhave occupied five or six neigh-
bouring towns. There are Churchmen
at Ibadan and Ijaye, 2 days E. and 23
days N. E. of Abbeokuta. The Bap-
tists have a station at Ijaye and one at
Ogbomosharw, 2days further N. E. We
hope soon to occupy Abbeokuta and
Awyaw. Some of the people have re-
nounced idolatry at every place we have
oceupied, even at the new station of
Ogbomosharw. ’

Qur wants may be expressed ina fow
words—more men and more of the apos-
tolic spirit.

The eastern part of Yoruba is little
:known, but we hear of numerous large
towns. Itappears to be the most popu-
lous port of the country. In Western
and central Yoruba, besides many small-
er towns, (from 1000 to 20,000 inhabi-
tants,) we find the following which we
call cities—Abbeokuta, nearly 4 miles
long and 3 miles swide ; population esti-
mated by some at 60,000. by others at
100,000 ; Ibadan, still more populous,
say 70,000; Jjaye 40,000 ; Ogbomoshaw
30,000 ; Awyaw, the capital, 30,000;
Isehin 25,000 ; Ishakki 30,000 ; Ighoho
25,000; Ikishi 30,000 ; Ilorrin 100,000.
We are anxious to occupy most of these
places and the people have often begged
us to do so. We are obliged to reply
e hare no men yet.

Our difficulties in this country, so far
as they are peculiar, have arisen from
the slave wars and from the unhealthi-
ness of the climate. But the above
trade is now extinet, and we are blessed
with peace throughout the country.—
Since there is no market for slaves and
the people are heartily tired of war, we
apprehend no further trouble in this
way.

The difficulty of the climate remains.
Counting ourselves of all socicties as
one band, we have lost, first and last,
twelve missionaries, including five la-
dies. Five persons have permanently
retired, three of whom however had only
Jjust arrived in the country; three mis-

sionaries and their wives, including
myself, just on the point of leaving are
now absent, and there are nine white
missionaries, including o lady, now in
the country. The colored preachers
and teachers are rather numerous.

Although so many of us have died
within ten years, yet I have no serious
apprehensions for the future. My hopes
of' the future are founded on the follow-
ing considerations.

1. Most of those who have died were
constitutionally unfit for any tropical
climate. But we have ascertained the
external marks of such constitutions,
and we hope that our Boards will no
more send out persons who are doomed
by nature to a speedy death.

2. I think that all who have died
were habitually improvident in regard
to exposure, labor, diet and habits, We
may attribute this in a great measure
to inexperience, and as there are now
experienced missionaries, surely we may
hope that new comers will profit by
their advice,

3. As pioncers, we have endured
much hardship in traveling; we have
lived, first in dark, damp and airless
native houses, and then, till lately, on
dirt floors; we have had to laborin the
sun for want of builders; we have had
the vexation and toil of setting every
thing to rights, and have been obliged
to labor hard in preparing books fur
those who are to study the language
hereafter. Every one of these difficul-
ties is now wholly removed, or greatly
mitigated. Ilereafter a new missionary
will have nothing to do bLut to keep
quiet in a comfortable house till he is
acclimated. ’

4. I believe that the interior is deci-
dedly more healthy than the low coun-
try. I find a surprising difference be-
tween the air of Lagos, where I now
am and that of Ogbomoshaw, which I
have just left. On the whole then, I
feel that my hopes for the future health
of our missionaries are not unfounded.

Our encouragements are so numerous
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that I can only glance at a few of the
leading facts.

1. The cordial friendship of the peo-
ple, the readiness with which they lis-
ten, and the hundreds who have already
renounced idolatry, promise much for
the future.

2. This is an excellent country, com-
bining many advantages, and eapable of
almost unlimited improvement. Many
regard Africa as a land of swamps and
forests. Yoruba is an airy prairy coun-
try, traversed byrocky streams of clear
water, and beautified by low but abrupt
and picturesque hills of granite. There
is no swamp in the whole region. Ab-
beokuta (3 days from the sea) is 500
feet above Lagos, Ijnye (5% days) 900
feet, Ogbomoshaw 1300 feet, as well as
I can ascertain by barometer.

3. The Yorubas (as the inhabitants
of Central Africa) are comparatively
intelligent. This is proved by the wisely
balanced departments of their govern-
ment, by their laws and social maxims,
by their desires to improve,and by their
religious notions, There is not a poly-
theist in the country, and their super-
stitions are less degraded and degrading
than any with which I am acquainted.

If the people of Yoruba had among
them an upper class of men, skilful in
the arts and acquainted with letters,
they would pass for a half civilized na-
tion. Most of them are farmers, but
there are carpenters, blacksmiths, tai-
lors, saddlers, weavers, potters, barbers,
&e.  Their houses, dress, politeness and
mode of living generally are oriental.
The people of Nufe, IIansa and other
counties in Central Africa, are still
more civilized than those of Yoruba.

Our largest if not our brightest hopes
lic beyond the Niger, which is threc
good days journey from my house.—
Once there, and we may go where we
please—we can ascend in commodious
canoes for hundreds of miles, or pene-
trate the country in any direction, among
an intelligent and friendly people. I
have seen hundreds of men from these

counties, especially at Ilorrin and have
no doubt that they arc prepared to re-
ceive us.

SR
=K

LETTER FROM REV. W, H. CLARK.
Tsave, Feb. 21st, 1856.
Dear Bro. Tuylor;:

If T recollect correctly, I closed my
last with an account of an interview
with the several chiefs of the petty
towns now composing the ruined city
of Igboho. I notice my journal pro-
ceeds to say: “Aug. 20th—But an
interview with the Second Chief, in an-
other part of the city, surrounded by
between seven hundred and a thousand
people, was equally interesting. After
preaching we conversed for sometime,
several different persons engaging in
the conversation. They said all their
people knew God made them and all
things, and that they worshipped ac-
cording to the best of their ability; but
as I now preached to them what they
did not know before, they would take
this word. Their sincerity and sim-
plicity were pleasing. The chief re-
marked, if I staid about five days I
would see the result. This was the
most free and open declaration in favor
of the Gospel yet witnessed. The chil-
dren even, on my rcturn home, skipped
before me, bounding on the green grass
like frolicsome lambs, unattended by
the great noise and rudeness seen on
other occasions. Oh, that the Lord
would work mightily by the power of
His Word. This people seem as if
almost ripe for the Gospel.

“During conversaticn in the evening,
one man said though he worshipped
Lis God, he wished to know something
of the right way. He even asked if I
had something like direct intercourse
with Deity. I told him no, I was like
the rest of my fellow-creatures, a poor
sinner, to be saved only by the blood of
Christ our Saviour. Thus closed this
interesting day. Even amid weakness
and languor I have been encouraged by




02

THE COMMISSION.

what my eyes and ears have been
blessed to see and hear. Oh, Lord,
come, como quickly. Pour out thy
Spirit on this willing people.

“Aug. 21st—Confined in doors in
consequence of rain.  Preached this
moraing to a number of men, warlike
looking fellows, Their attention and
interest were cheering,  Some scemed
as if lost in astonishment, while not a
word of objection escaped a lip. This
evenirg, during preaching, one man
snapped his fingers for joy. Walking
out this cvening, a young man re-
marked to a Mahomedan: “As long
as you have Leen here you have never
taught us the Word of God.”

“Aug. 22nd—A beautiful day. Visi-
ted several of the scattered towns of
this once immense city. Wherever I
met the chiefs at home my reeeption
was cordial, with large and attentive
crowds. The kinduess of the people
seems to be sincere—the children are
delighted. One is as if he was amony
his friends; and how can they but
draw like cords around our breasts!
Took my leave of the kind chief this
evening, with a view to spending the
night in a distant town, although with-
in the walls of the city. According to
custom, we halted in a small village on
the way to give our salutation. Gave
a ‘present, receiving one in return, and
most gratifying attention to our mes-
sage of love. In a short time we
reached our destination. .\ crowd was
soon gathered, and the old patriarch
appeared with his noble, grave counte-
nance, and listened to the Word with
all the decorum and gravity of a sage.
Ile remarked afterwards, the Word
struck him to the heart. This place,
high and commanding, is delightful. I
speak of this as an immense town,
Standing, this evening, on the inner of
three walls, where I had a comprehen-
sive view, I was alinost overwhelmed
with the painfully pleasing sight.
Where therc were seen thousands of
joyful, apimated souls, luxuriating in

African opulence, now rearce a vestige
renaing, I was shown the extent of
the walls by an aged man, who was
present when the town was destroyed.
Secing a mountain fur in the distance,
1 asked n youuyg wman if that was in-
closed by the wall.  He replied, “yes.”
Though I beheld the wide-spread deso-
lation with my eyes, it was too much to
believe; so I made the same inquiry of
the old man, who confirmed the state-
ment.  Seceing other mountains in a
contrary direction, I made similar in-
quirics and met the same reply. My
old informant told me, three kings and
ten thousand of the encmy were killed
during the seven days siege of the
town. The life, the beauty, the glory
that were, like the grass that withereth,
have passed away. Yet there is a rem-
nant, and may the aLounding merey of
the Lord find them out.
“Aug. 23rd—OfT early this morning.
Passing through the remainder of the
desolation, we entered the prairie forest,
or brush-wood, that lasted until we
reached Igbeti. Sometimes the scenery
was charming, as viewed from un ex-
tended table-lund. It wans our fortunec
to meet no danger, though nearly a
whole Caravan, a few days Lefore, was
captured, one or two just ¢scaping with
their lives. One man was brought
back to Igtoho very nearly mortally
wounded. After a long day’s travel
we reached Igheti, and beheld another
mountain, perhaps fifteen hundred feet
high. It makes the heart sick. Night
had set in, but accompanied with a bril-
liant moon. MMy carriers were behind,
and withont & guide, I began to make
preparations for spending another night
on a hare rock, when some town’s peo-
ple, from their farms, offered their ns-
sistance. And now we have it, a per-
pendicular ascent, up the highest moun-
tain in Yoruba. Astonishing, after a
wearisome day’s ride, how I ascended
with such ease. But the gentle moon
gave her aid, and we made haste, not
to receive an unkind repulse, hut a kind
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reception. I reckon if ever a man was
surprised, the old chief wag, when my
guide told him a white man had come,
Searce had the guide done speaking
when T saluted him. We received
comfortable quarters, but not proof
against the rain that descended in tor-

rents.  Light brought with it a gleomy
morning. At an carly hour a goodly

number of people nsxembled to hear
gomething of our mission. All was
still, but there was a waut of that ready
perception, anud fixed attention, ob-
servable in some other places. This i3
the second or third time I have noticed
the mountaineers seem to be an inferior
people.  This mountain, with several
little peaks marking the eardinal points,
furnishes o splendid view. Mountains
are to be seen in every direction; and
nearly every part of Yoruba may be
pointed out.  What most attracted my
attention was the scat of the ancient
capitol of the kingdom. One day's
journey stood the white-capped moun-
taing of Agaw, now utterly destroyed
and not fur heyond shoots the mysteri-
ous Niger. 1 am sick of description,
for if 1 approach the truth, who will
belicve me?” g

552
Rcrd fard

LAGOS.
Letter from brother Hurden.

1t is with mingled pleasure and re-
gret, that T now sitdown toacknowledge
the receipt of your kind favors of Jan-
uary 2nd and 28th. DPleasure, because
of the kind advice and instruction which
you have given me, and the kindness of
our board in raising my salary to 8500.
Regret that the funds in the treasury
were s0 low as not to justify a special
appropriation for buildings in Lagos.
We shall therefore have to wait, or ra-
ther do without a chapel, and a sub-
stantial enclosure around the house we
have already built, until the funds will
justify an appropriation.

Building and the businessof the agen-
¢y, together with the illness of my in-

terpreter, have occupied all my atten-
tion for some time back, except on Sun-
day; I have thercfore very little to re-
late with regard to mymissionary lalkor,
or rather y preaching, for it is all
missionary labor. The peogle still man-
ifest a disposition to hear the word, but
whether they be brethrea to the epicu-
rean and stoic philosophers of Athens,
and the Athenians and strangers gene-
rally of that place. (Aets xvir. 16-21.)
I am unable to say. As yet, however,
there have been no conversions. As
soun as I can get settled, I shall endea-
vor to labor systematically, and I will
here heartily and humbly solicit the
prayers of all the churches of the South-
ern Baptist Convention, in behalf of
these poor degraded people in Lagos,
that God may open their spiritual eyes,
that they may see their awful state; and
in behalf of myself, that He may make
me the happy instrument of turning
many of them to righteousness. Could
they but see this people as I see them,
their hearts would melt within them.—
I went on the 15th instant to buy some
bags to put cowries in, and at the house
where I Liought the bags, they had just
made a sacrifice of scme animal, I know
not what, but they had already oftfered
the blood, and put a broad streak of
fresh blood straight down their fore-
heads to the end of their noses. The
sight was truly painful, for the blood
was upon the forcheads of the whole
family, even to little infants. Yet they
seemed as cheerful and happy as possi-
ble; thinking, of course, that they had
done their God service.

BOOK NOTICES.

The August number of the Southern
Literary Messenger, presents its usual
varietv of valuable and interesting mat-
ter. 'The first article—*The Dead of
the Cabinet,” by Ex-President Tyler, is
a heartfelt tribute to departed worth.—
Richmond: Macfarlane, Fergusson &
Co. P,
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Tue Parvor Macazine.—This valu-
able monthly still continues to pay its
regular visits.  We recommend it to the |
patronage of Southern Baptists, as we |
regard it far more worthy of being pla- |
ced on the centre-table, than many of
the fushionable Journalswhich are ob-
taining circulation in our country.—
Brethren, Jones & Bayliss, are making
it a valuable magazine for the parlour,
It is published at Nashville, ’l‘cxlnca;tee.

POETRY.

A SAFE GUIDE,

From the Commerciul Reyister.
EKALDB.

LY JOIN

When thy course is bright and fair,
And thy heart is free from care—

When thine head does sweetly rest
On the loving Saviour’s breast.

When a cloud comes floating by,
And thy bosom heaves a sigh,

For the juys now passed away,
And the sorrows of to-day.

Wkhen thy pains, and woes, and fears,
Make thine eyes o’erflow with tears;
And thy soul is brought to know
All the bitterness of woe.

Then, and every other time,
Study well the book Divine;

It will bless you while you roam,
And at last will guide you home.

Who grasp, withstrivings warmand wild
The false and fading toys of earth.
Gold, learning, glory—what are they
Without the faith that looks on high?
The sand-forts of a child at play,
Which are notwhen the wave goes by.
Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal.

MISCELLANY.

A CHILD AT PPLAY.

A rosy child went forth to play,
In the first flush of hope and pride,
Where sands in silver beauty lay,
Made smooth by the retreating tide;
And, knecling on the trackless waste,
Whenceebbed the watersmanyamile,
He raised in hot and trembling haste, |
Arch, wall and tower—a goodly pile. !

But when the shades of evening fell,
Veiling the blue and peaceful deep,
The tolling of the vesper bell
" Called that boy-builder home to sleep;
IIe passed 2 long and restless night,
Dreaming of structures talland fair—
He came with the returning light,
And lo! the faithless sands were bare.

Less wise than that unthinking child,

Are all that breathe of mortal birth,

ReLgrox.—Religion is the tie that
connects man with his Creator, and
holds him to his throne. If that tio is
sundered or broken, he floats away, a
worthless atom in the universe, his
pruper attractions all gone, his destiny
thwarted, and his whole future nothing
but darkness, desolation and death.—
Daniel Webster.

Arraip or LEarNING T0 SweEar.—A
little Loy, on returning from school one
day, was observed to be quiet, thought-
ful and sad. Iis mother inquired the
cause; when he burst into tears, and
said:

“I wish you would not send me to
that school uny longer; the boys all
swear so0, that 1 am afraid I shall learn
to swear too.”

“But,” said she, putting her arm
around him, “you must not follow a
bad example; you would not swear,
woull you, because they do?”

“I never did out loud, but sometimes
feel as if I should in here, (putting his
hand on his breast,) for they call me

"eoward, and swear at me because I

won’t tight.”

A SorLewN Tuovenr.—It has been
observed with much significance, that
every morning we enter upon a new

; day, carrying still an unknown future

in its bosom. How pungent and stir-
ring the reflection! Thoughts may be
born to-day which may never be ex-
tinguished. lHope may Le excited to-
day which may never expire. Acts may
be performed to-day, the consequence
of which may not be realized till
cternity.

Frrir or Missionary Lanor.—Con-
nected with the various Protestant Mis-
sions, in the island of Ceylon, there are
cighty-one churches, embracing 3,300
members. The stated attendants upon
the ministry of the gospel are 18,000,

Sipyey SuitH oy SwEariNG.—Sid-
ney Smith, when travelling in a stage
coach one day, was terribly annoyed by
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a ]young man who had acquired the
polito art of profane swearing to such
an extent, that he could not help from
interlarding his discourse with it, as
though it were a constituent part of
the language. As there was a lady

resent the matter was doubly annoy-
ing.  After enduring the young man’s
dis ﬂay for some time, the “wag, wit
and wiear,” as onc of his Cockney ad-
mirers called him, asked permission to
tell the company a little aneedote, and
thus commenced: “Once upon a time
(boots, sugar tongs, and tinder-boxes,)
a king of England who, at a grand
ball, (boots, sugar tongs, and tinder-
boxes,) picked up the Duchess of (hoots,
sugar tongs and tinder-boxes,) Shrews-
bury’s garter (boots, sugar tongs and
tinder boxes,) and said, *“Honi soit qui
mally,” which means in English, “Evil
be to him who (boots, sugar tongs and
tinder-boxes,) evil thinks, This was
the origin of (boots, sugar tengs and
tinder boxes,) the order of the garter.”

When Sidney Smith had concluded,
the young gentleman said: “A very
rood story, sir—rather old—but, what
the devil has boots, sugar tongs and
tinder-boxes to do with it?"’

“I will tell you, my young friend,
when you tell me what d—n my “eyes,’
&e., have to do with your conversation.
In the meantime, allow me to say that’s
my style of swearing.”

NeEw Scrirruran Museem.—A new
museam is projected in London. Ifis
to be called, The Scriptural Muscum;
and its purpose is to afford a series of
illustrations of Bible history, gengra-
phy, and manners, embracing all the
various departments of Biblical know-
ledge. The Earlof Chichester is Presi-
dent, and the Rev. D. Edwards Secre-
tary. It is proposed to establish a
library in connection with the Museum;
and also to organize courses of lectures
on the topies illustrated by the articles
in the Society’s collection.

Tue Dovay BisLe.—From “The His-
tory of the Douay Bible,” by Dr. Cot-
ton, of Archdeacon Cashel, it appears
that there is no English translation of
the Bible authorized by the Church of
Rome; that the Douay translation, as
it now stands, is the fruit of “private
judgment;” and that the notes in the
Douay Bible have nothing to reston
but the private judgment of their au-
thors, who, according to Dr. Doyle’s

testimony before the House of Lords,
are often unknown. :

Tuze Presext anp e Furure.—Itis
strange that the experience of so many
agzes should not make us judge more
solidly of the present and of the future,
s0 a8 to take proper measures in the
one for the other, We doat upon this
world as if it were never to have an
end, and we neglect the next, as if it
were never to have a beginning.—
Fenelon.

A Trutit ror Parexts.—Rev. Dr.
Duff remarks: “I am prepared from
experience to say that in nine cases out
of ten, the hoards of accumulated
money given to children, by whom they
were never earned, and who acquired
no habits of industry, or thrift, or labo-
ricusness, prove, in point of fact, rather
a curse than a blessing. I am pre-
pared to substantiate that as a matter
of fact not merely from my own know-
ledge of the subject, but from the state-
ments of men who have been of watch-
ful and observant habits, cultivated not
only in Great Britain and America.
Yet it is a melancholy fact, that so
little do parents know of the mass of
misery they are accumulating for their
children, in heaping up these hoards
for them, so little do they think how
big with misery these hoards are.”” The
remark is worthy of the best conside-
ration of parents: and the truth it in-
culeates should constrain them to use
their wealth in doing good, and ndt
hoard it up to injure their children.

CoxcreGaTIioNaLIsST CHERCUES.—The
Congregational Year Book, for 1856,
gives the following statisties of that de-
nomination: 2,573 churches; 1,935 min-
isters, of whom 478 are without charge;
212,734 members, of whom 06,264 were
added by profession during the year.
The churches are, in Maine, 235; New
Hampshire, 191; Vermout, 195; Mas-
sachusetts, 469; Rhods Island, 22; Con-
necticut, 279; New York, 403; New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and District of
Columbia, 18; Ohie, 231; Indiana, 21;
Delaware, 135; Michigan, 106; Wiscon-
sin, 143; Towa, 73; Minnesota, 108;
California, Kansas and Nebraska, 32.

GerMaN Tuororocy.—Out of some
cighteen Universities in Germany, all
formerly Neological, it is said that
only two remain at present under that
influence.
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Hixpoo Ineas or Tue Excrisn.—The
Rev. G. Pearce was once crossing a
river in India when he met with a na-
tive carpenter, and entered into conver-
gsation with him about idolatriy. “ Oh,”
said the man, ¢ the gods I believe in are
the English people.”” Mr. Pearce told
him it was wrong to say so. ‘Why,
look,” rejoined the man pointing to an
iron steamboat, ¢ when we put iron into
the water it sinks; but when you put
it in it swims. Then look at the iron
bridge which you have made. All our
learned men could never have made it.”
And then he spoke of a balleon that had
been sent up a short time before, and
added, * Do not the gods live up in the
sky? One of your people went up in
that round thing, I do not know where,
fiving up where the gods dwell. Then
Mr. Jones who built your houses yon-
der ; why, he was walkiug in the ficlds,
and he smelt coals, and said, Dig down
there; and they dug down, and found
coals.” All this was said in a breath,
to the great astonisment of Mr, Pearce.

A YournruL Duke.—A Duke of Ilam-
ilton, who died when a youth, at the
close of the last century, was, from a
child, remarkablly serious, and took
great delight in reading the Bible, from
which he became * wise unto salvation,
through faith in Christ Jesus.” When
about nine years old, the Duchess, his
mother, said to him:

« Come, write me a few verses, and
T'll give you a ecrown.” :

He sat down, and in a few minutes
produced the following lines:

As o'er the sea-beat shore I took my way,
I met an aged man, who Lid me stay :
« Be wise,” said he, *“and murk the path you

g0—

T'his louds to heaven, and that to hell below ;
The way of lite is difficult and steep.
‘I'he broad und easy leads you to the deep.””

1

When his death approached, he eall-
ed his brother to his bedside, and, ad-
dressing him with the deepest affection
and solemnity,closed with these remark-
able words : ** And now, Douglas, in a
little time yow will be a Duke, and [
will be a King!”"—1Rev. i. 6.

There are, on the islands of the Pa-
cific Ocean, in connection with the Lon-
don, Church, Wesleyan and American
Missionary Societies, 119 missionaries,
45,929 communicants, 239,900 profess-
ed Protestants, and 54,708 scholars.

Tur Maive Barrist Convextion held
its thirty-second annual meeting at
Rockland, commencing on Tuesday, the
17th of June. A resolution was adop-
ted condemning * the main doctrines of
the work entitled ‘Six axp Repesi-
T10N’ us essentially unscriptural and fa-
tally erroncous-”

Tue A. Bar. Houe Mis, Sociery.—
The July number of the 1I. M. Record
says, ‘ we have a clear sky; we have
weathered the rocks; we have better
times. Our treasurer makes more en-
couraging reports.”

GexerAL AssociatioN or VIRGINIA.
This body convened with the church in
Lynchburg, on the 29th of May. The
receipts of the year, for different pur-
poses were about 14,000, XNear five
thousand dollars were pledged during
the session for the Southern Baptist
Publication Society—about 2300 for the
Indian Missions of the Dom. M. Board,
besides contributions for some other ob-
jeets.  The session is reported to have
been harmoniousand deeply interesting.

Crose Coxmusion.—aAt a late meet-
ing of the Reformed Presbyterians, a
proposition to allow members to com-
mune oceasionally with other denomi-
nations, was vuoted down.—jon’s stdvo-
cale.

Scxpar Scnoorn Jusitee.—An Eng-
lish paper says, that on Tuesday, May
13th, 2 Sunday school jubilee was held
in the Manufuctarers’ Hall, at Halifax,
Upwards of eight thousand persons
were present, besides 24,000 scholars
and teachers, (making an assemblage
of 32,000 persons.) Five hundred in-
strumental performers were engaged,
amd the performances, consisting solely
of gnered music, were highly creditable.
The present was the fifth anniversary
of the great jubilee of 1831, and was
very successful.—Ib.

Uxitariax Missron.—The henevolent
fraternity of churches in Boston, Uni-
tarian, have raised 37,406 four the sup-
port of their city missions the present
year, embracing three chapels and sev-
eral missionaries,

The Methodist General Conference
has established the Kansas Conference,
embracing Kansas and Nebraska, and
all that part of Utah and New Mexico
lying east of the Rocky Mountains.—10.
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