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THE WORLD .'WAITING FOR THE
CHURCH.

world is looking for
change and struggling towards a
brighter day. All the tendencies of
the human mind are toward a fuller
liberty and a better condition of soci-
ety. Superstition is losing its hold on
the minds and hearts of the millions
of the East. Expectation of change
and of a change to a better condition,
our missionaries tell us, is pervading the
minds even of thoughtful heathen men.

During the past few years, commo-
tions have shaken all Europe. What
may be the immediate effects of these
clamors and risings of the people—
whether, for the present, they may be
repressed by the combining power of
thrones hostile to change, or whether
they may, through turbulent and im-
practicable demands, degenerate into
anarchy and misrule—no one can mis-
take the indications they present. They
are evidences that the human mind, dis-
satisficd and restless under present gall-
ing restraints, is looking forward hope-
fully, to a brighter period and hasten-
ing toward it. We live in a momentous
age. Life is earnest now. Men will
have change and the world is changing
fast. Whether these tendencies shall
be rightly directed, whether a true im-
pulse shall be given to these longings of
our common humanity, whether these
strugglings out of bondage shall lead
to the liberty of the sons of God, de-
"pends, under God’s sovereign control,
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upon the efficiency of the gospel and
upon the vigor of the Church in propa-
gating its principles.

The world knows not what it needs;
Tlere is among men a painful sense of
oppression, of want, from which they are
panting for freedom. There is a glow-
ing anticipation of good, of some un-
defined and dimly conceived blessing,
to the true conception and enjoyment
of which they long % be led. Chris-
tians have no difficulty in deciding what
those wants and blessings are. The
pure gospel of Jesus Christ presents
the only relief, secures the purest satis-
faction, fulfils the longings of the rest-
less soul, and ensures the largest, most
intelligent, safest and happiest liberiy.
The world must have the gospel or it
will never be at rest. God has deter-
mined that the termination of all these
commotions, the answer to all these
hopings shall be “the manifestation of
the sons of God.”

Jehovah presides over all the revolu-
tions of earth and is directing them to a
certain issue. The real conflict in this
world is between right and wrong, be-
tween truth and error, between holiness
and sin. It is a contest of principles.
God means that men shall choose—vol.
untarily, heartily choose—rightand truth
and holiness. He will not force them
to be good, and true, and pure. This—
we say it with reverence—God can not
do. Holiness and love can not be com-
pelled. Under force there might be the
appearance of holiness and love, but,

‘these appearances, if they be not the
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spontaneous choice of the heart, are
falsehood. Jehovah means to present
these virtues in such light, surround
them with such motives, enforce them
by such heavenly influences, that men
shall eagerly, willingly, joyfully, of free
glad choice, select and appropriate and
enjoy them. Ile is, in his providence
and sovereignty, procuring, controlling,
and guiding the tumults of the people
to the accomplishment of a sure end.
Revolution may follow revolution, and
overturn may leap upon overturn, and
one commotion may wake up anotheras
wave creates and drives wave upon the
swelling ocean; but every new revolution
shall settle a principle, every fresh com-
motion shkall establish a t(ruthk, each suc-
cessive overturn shall erush .an error,
until the whole truth shall be evolved
in all harmony and beauty, until the
last lie shall be destroyed, and man
shall see and choose and love what is
good and pure and true, and reject and
loathe what is false and evil and im-
pure. We rejoice then, in the tumults
and heavings of governments, not be-
cause they are good in themselves con-
sidered, not that we do not lament the
individual suffering and wrong that
they inflict, but because we see the foot-
steps of God in them, and because we
are sure that they are pressing forward
the benevalent designs of his sovereign-
ty, and ripening the earth for the reign
<of Jesus.

Not in vain have the longings fora
hetter state become an instinct in the
human heart, so that the myths of the
ancient world, and the songs and cere-
monies of savages point out the uni-
versal anticipation. God will not suffer
these hopes, dim as they are, to be dis-
appointed. e will bring out the world
into a glorious liberty. The world be-
longs to God. TFrom its revolt e will
bLring it back to voluntary allegiance.
Men shall not, beeause they cannot, be
forced to trust and love. But they shall
trust and love Him freely. They shall
sec and comprehend and appreciate the

motives why they should do so. God
will show them what they need. Ile
will reveal to them the satisfactory end
of their longings. Ile will convince
them of what is needful to their true
happiness. He will prove to them the
adaptation of the gospel to their natures,
and, led by his sovereignty in a way
they knew not, guided by the Ioly
Spirit to the Cross and to the blood of
Christ, they shall with rapture receive
the truth, and love and obey it, Ttis
no doubtful contest that iswaging in
thisworld. Jehovah in infinite wisdom
has laid the plans of the warfare, and
IIis power and grace shall earry it for-
ward until Jesus Christ shall, amid the
joyful acclamations, with the free, glad
consent of the universe, be crowned
sovereign of all hearts, ¢ Then shall
the seventh angel sound his trumpect
and there shall be great voices in Iea-
ven saying, The kingdoms of this world
are hecome the kingdoms of our Lord
and of his Christ, and He shall reign
for ever and ever.”

'T'o the Church of Christ are committed
the details of this sublime work. As
God operates upon the hearts of men by
motives, Ie has entrusted to men, who
alone can directly reach their fellows,
the presentation and enforcement of
these motives. God operates directly
upon the world through the Charch.—
He means to illumine the darkmness of
theworld, and reveal Ilis will and man’s
true interest to their own opened eyes.
From what point is light to be thrown?
“Ye are the light of the world.”” “The
light shall go forth out of Zion,”” 1le
means to send forth asalutary influence
that shall pervade the hearts of men.—
Whence shall that influence proceed ?
“Ye are the salt of the earth.” Ile
means to conduct the streams for the
moral irrigation of the world, for the
purifying and refreshing of all its in-
habitants, over all its surface, to every
point where humanity is polluted and
fainting. Through what channel shall
flow these streams? “Iiving waters
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shall go forth from "Jerusalem.” The
Church of Christ is the hand with which
Jelhovah works. It is designed to be, in
its very character, by its very organiza-
tion, the grand reformation society of
the world. Philosophers may lay plans
for reforming men, little societies may
Lie organized and called moral reform
associations, and in their ignorance,
may sncer at the efficiency of the
Church, but still, God’s method, the
only feasible method of reforming the
world, is through the gospel of Christ
proclaimed, enforced and exemplified by
the Church.

The nations may clamor for reform
and din the word in the cars of their
proud or trembling sovereigns until
thrones totter in the tumultuous up-
roar, but no nation can comprehend the
full import of the term, or enjoy what
it signifies, until they receive and love
the pure gospel of Jesus Christ, and es-
tablish and foster the Churches which
Ile has founded. Through these media
alone, are accessible the hearts of the
people, the springs of evil and op-
pression and wrong. Here alone are
taught thosc lessons and transmitted
those influences which penetrate to the
seat of the malady of sin and purify the
fountains of evil. External reformations
may be effected, gross abuses may be
repressed, greater liberties may be se-
cured, but the true and permanent hap-
piness of the people can be secured only
by riery. The “earnest expectation”
of men will never be met, their groan-
ings will never be suppressed until the
inhabitants of the carth, renewed by
the Spirit of God, shall be gathered into
the bosom of the Church.

It is the mission of the Church to
give the gospel to the world. The last
charge of Jesus to the representatives
of his Church, as they gathered around
Him upon Olivet, while one foot was
already upon the chariot of cloud that
bore Him away from their sight, was,
“All power is given unto me in Heaven
and on earth. Go ye therefore, into all

the world- and preach the gospel to
every creature. He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved. He that
believeth not shall be damned.”

Upon us, upon all his disciples, equal-
ly, this obligation rests. Each disciple
is brought into the Church of Christ,
not merely for his own happiness and
safety, but that he may do good; that
he may exert an influence positive, ag-
gressive, salutary, upon the world.—
And surely, he who feels no interest in
the progress of the gospel, who listens
in cold indifference to the calls of the
world, who gives no labor, makes no
sacrifice, to respond to these calls, has
never caught the spirit of the gospel,
has never sympathized with the Spirit
of Christ. Do we feel pity—solicitude
for the renovation of the world—at all
corresponding with that which our Re-
deemer felt when ITe “gave up the glo-
ry which He had with the Father before
the world was,” and submitted to the
humiliations of a suffering and perse-
cuted life and to the agonies of a cruel
and shameful death for its redemp-
tion?

Let us remember that the calls of the
world for the pity and interferénce of
the Church were never louder and more
importunate than now. Never has
there been such an univer:zal commotion
among the masses of the people as now.
There have been tumults and revolu-
tions in all ages, but tkey have origina-
ted with a few leaders, and the people
have been, almost passively, drawn, or
driven into them. Now the people of
almost all the nations of the earth are
thinking and fecling and moving.—
They are giving laws to their rulers,
and, almost for the first time, dictating
successfully to their princes. The
heart of humanity begins to feel its
own beatings, to be conscious of its own
life, to learn that its own blood supplies
the smaller veins instead of being mere-
ly fed by them. Men are feeling that
they have wants, but they scarcely
know what they are; they are hoping
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for some efficient relief but scarcely
know whence it is to come., Shall we
not teach them? Shall we not send
them the gospel of Christ? Is the
Church equal to the crisis? Is she
ready to meet the demands of the age?
Is she prepared to satisfy the cravings
of the people? Is she equal to the work
of showing them what their necessities
require, and of furnishing the remedy
for the ills under which they groan?
Does not the reproach of inefficiency in
prosecuting the work to which God calls
us, rests upon the Church? Christian
reader! are you ready? Are yoursym-
pathies enlisted, and your heart en-
grossed and your hands open, to fulfil
your own individual obligations as a
disciple of Christ to the yearning world?

ITow exalted, how sublime in dig-
nity, is the Christian’s vocation. The
world is waiting the manifestation of
the power of the Church. The help
for which it looks, the blessings for
which it longs, are locked up in the
Church! The world’s welfare depends
. upon the children of God. What a trust
~ is committed to us. We have under
God the well being of humanity in our
hands. “ The earnest expectation of
the creature waiteth for the manifesta-
tion of the sons of God.”

ITow exalted the dignity! how fearful
the responsibility! Oh, sons of God!

marifest yourselves. . Come out from
your hiding places of indifference and
Worldliness. Open your ears to the
groxmngs and cries of the world lying
in wickedness. Hear its people call
for help. " They express a consciousness
of a great wani. They are looking for
the developement of some new and ) pre-
cious truths. They know not what they
are, nor whence they are to come. But
you know! Will you selfishly hide the
gospel from them? Obh, no! proclaim
it with your voices, and by your lives, to
all within your reach, and by your mes-
sengers, sustained and strengthened
and cheered by your sympatlues, pray-
ers and benefactions, send it into all the
world. J. L. B.

For the Commission.

ENCOURAGING ASPECTS OF CEN-
TRAL AFRICAN MISSIONS.

Messrs. Editors :—The missions in
Central Africa interest me more deep-
ly than any other foreign missions now
under the charge of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, That country must, I
conceive, be fertile, beautiful, and as
healthy as any other tropical region.
The people too, I take to be equal
naturally to the Burmauns, the Hindoos,
or the Chinese. If indeed, they are, as
we have been told, Capcassians, they
must be superior to any of these east-
ern tribes; capable of the highest, and
most vigorous civilization. Dwelling
o«rether in large cities; easy of access;
bouud by no mdxasoluble chains to
gorgeous forms of idolatry ; inquisitive,
sprightly, kind-hearted ; what with the
blessing of God, may not be antici-
pated as the results.of a faithful exhi-
bition among them of the gospel of
Christ.

Our missions in China ought to be
prosecuted with all possible energy.
There is a sublimity in the magni-
tude of that great empire ; its venerable
antiquity; its varied learning ; its three
hundred millions of people; which
appeals strongly to our feelings. Events
that are there transpiring, in connexion
with the Tae Ping Wong revolution,
cannot but deeply excite every true
christinn. That revolution, as it pro-
gresses, spreads far and wide the Bible
in.the language of the people. It is
indeed said that they do not under-
stand it; and that in their expositions,
they horribly pervert all its teachings.
This is to be profpundly lamented ; and
all that can, ought to be done, to correct
these melancholy evils. Yet the peo-
ple will have the Bible; they will be
familiar with its contents, and what a
glorious advantage this will, some day,
give to the christian teacher, in his
essays to impart to themn the truth as it
is in Jesus! Their perversions will
necessarily be only temporary. The
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Bible itself will be permanent. The
people will at last see its legitimate
meaning. And since “God is in his
own truth,” his blessing must thus
come upon China. The missions at
Canton, and at Shanghali, are perhaps,
as prosperous as, under the circum-
stances, we ought to expect.

Those on the coast of Africa, are
mainly among the emigrants from this
country, who are already civilized, and
christianized. They are, however, ex-
erting an admirable influence on the
natives in the vicinity of the American
colonies. The light there kindled
already is casting its rays among the
interior tribes, who cannot always
close their eyes against the great and
salutary truths it reveals. The intelli-
gence, the arts, the wealth, and the su-
periority in every sense, of the chris-
tians, must inevitably bring the neigh-
boring heathen under their influence,
and thus the gospel extend itself far
beyond the boundaries of the present
Liberian Republic. These coast mis-
sions are therefore, of great importance
in that series of instrumentalities by
which Africa is to be converted to God.

We have every reason therefore, to
cherish, and enlarge our missions in
China, and upon the African coast; to
multiply the number of stations, and
laborers, and facilities for their work;
and to pray, and confidently hope for
their eminent success. The signs how-
ever, in Central Africa, are much more
auspicious than any where else. I
rejoice therefore, that so many mission-
aries are now directing their steps
thither. 'What a lovely band are
already there! As their familiar coun-
tenances come up before my mind, I
cannot but drop a tear over the graves
of the fallen, who sleep in that far-off
land. But in every battle some must
fall, and often these are the very loved
ones who are of all others, the most
dear to our hearts. Brother Bowen,
that Judson of Africa, and Trimble,
and Priest and Cason, and their wives,

and Clark, and Beaumont, and Philips,
are in the field, and from the labors of
such men, and women, what may we
not, God blessing them, expect. But
this number does not at all satisfy my
desires. In this inviting region we
ought, Messrs. Editors, to have now, at.
least fifty men. I hope to live to see
the day, when in every one of these
Yoruban cities, large churches shall
arise, which shall not only sustain
themselves, but send out, and support
well-instructed native ministers, who
shall preach the unadulterated gospel
throughout Southern Africa. '
Yours truly, &e., &e.,
Ricuwoxp, Nov. 6th, 1856. *

S

MISSIONARY LABORS AT SHAN-
GHAL

The Missionary Society of Richmond
Female Institute has zdopted the plan
of corresponding with our female mis-
sionaries. The fetter below, is in reply
to one addressed to sister Crawford on
behalf of the Society. It has been
kindly handed to us for publication.
The information which it gives is just
such as every friend of missiens de-
sires to have. e want to know what
our brethren and sisters are doing, and
what difficulties and encouragements
they meet with, By the way, we would
suggest to the young ladies of all our
female schools that they might be very
much interested and benefitted by a
similar correspondence. Try it young
ladies. P.

Shanghaz, July 1856,

My Dear Sister : I was much pleased
at the reception and contents of your
letter dated Feb. 27th, and gladly un.
dertake to do what I can to gratify or
increase the interest felt by your Soci-
ety in the cause in which we are mutu.
ally engaged. It may not be inappro-
priate in the first place to give a few
missionary statistics. Our missionary
circle here consists of about sixty pen-
sons, besides children. Of these, four
are widowers—three, unmarried gentle~
men—and three unmarried ladies: the
families of three other gentlemen are
in England and America. o

H.
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Preaching places. Male D. Sch. Fem. D. Sch. Male B. Sch.: Fem. B.Sch.

Am. prs. 3 2 5 : 1 1.
Eng. Epis. 3 2 :
Lon. Miss. Soe, 3 1 .3
A.B.C,F. M. 1
Moeth. E. South, 2 , .2 3
F.M.B.S8.B.C. 4 3 3 .
Presbyterian, 1 1 1
Seventh D. Bap. 2 .

Total, 19 9 14 3 2

A couple of widowers, Messrs. Ait-
chisonn and Burdon, live on boats, tak-
ing missionary tours through the sur-
rounding regiors : remaining here only
a few days each month. Many others
also make preaching tours through the
surrounding cities and villages.

PREACHING,

I cannot state definitely the number
of services held each week at these
nineteen preaching places. They ne-
cessarily vary with the health, and oth-
er circumstances of the missionaries. It
is the intention of the brethren of our
mission to have a service each day at
the large chapel, where the congrega-
tions average at least one hundred and
fifty, besides this, twice each week at
Mr. Cabaniss’ school house—twice at
Mr. Crawford’s school house, and four
times at the little chapel adjoining Mr.
Yates’ house. These are all kept up
when the brethren are well, but very
often one brother’s throat is sore,
another has a chill or something else ;
and as each one has as much as he can
do there is no one to call on as supply.

) SCHOOLS.

In the Boarding Schools the pupils
are bound by the parents or guardians
in a written engagement to allow the
boy or girl to remain a number of years
fixed by the parties; the parents to
have no control over the child during
that time. The missionary who has
charge of the schcol superintends the
food, clothing, sleeping arrangements,
study hours, every thing of the pupils.
Acts the parent and teacher, very much
on the plan of Boarding Schools in
America, with the addition of looking
after every article of clothing, and a

greater watchfulness over them on ac-
count of the absence of theearly instil-
ling of moral prmcxples. In imparting
instruction, the missionary has the as-
sistance of native teachers.

‘The day schools are generally com-
mitted to native teachers—christians if
they can be obtained, but often to the
unconverted. In the latter, however,
missionaries are careful to select such
men as seem favorably inclined towards
the gospel, and take an interest in
teaching our religious books. When
the school is not on the same lot, so as
to allow the missionary to look in atall
hours of the day, it is visited by him
every day, every second day, two or
three times each week, as he may he
able, or sce fit. In his visits, he exam-
ines the progress of the pupils—imparts
religiousinstruction,&e. Theseschools
are generally situated in connection
with a chapel where they hear preach-
ing. You are doubtless acquainted
with the native method of teaching the
chinese written language—a language
quite different from the spoken. The
spoken language was unwritten until
reduced to form by missionaries, and is
now used only in missionary schools.
In native schools the child is taught
five hundred (more or less) different
characters—those in most common use,
written on little red square cards. (The
liltle red square cards being an essen-
tial part.) This requires, according to
the ability of thepupil, from twomonths
to a year, They have not learned the
meaning, - but simply the name of
those characters when they are put to
reading. Then hook after book is me-
morized, (the teacher explaining any
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new character met with,) but none of
the authors ideas are transferred to the
learner’s mind. This process is contin-
ued for three or four years before any
explanations are given—and very few
girls continue so long as that. After
going through with the requisite num-
ber of books the teacher begins to ex-
plain. Tor instance, the character they
learn as sel, (written sound) they are
taught means nyit, (spoken sound),
(sun), suag, (written,) means nyung,
(spoken,) &e. Many words, however,
are the same in the wwritten and collo-
quial—that is, objects are called by the
same: name. For instance foo means
many, both in the written and spoken
language. Other words, from the books
are in common use and understood by
those who cannot read, just as Latin
words are introduced into English, and
are understood by those who have never
studied the Latin language.

NEW METHOD OF INSTRUCTION.

In view of these dificulties some of
the missionaries have introiuced a
method of writing the spoken language.
It has nothing in common with the un-
wieldy chinese character except that it
isadapted to the chinese pen (or brush.)
The alphabet contains seventy-five let-
ters and the spelling is strictly phonetiec.
In a year’s time o child of ordinary
ability may learn to read and write
this system with considerable ease, be-
sides being able perfectly to understand
the books they read in it. In our city
schools we, as also Mr. and Mrs. Caba-
niss, use both the native character and
the phonetic. Many of the pupils,
though they have been reading the lat-
ter but seven or eight months, give in
their weekly compositions neatly writ-
ten, and correctly spelled. Not long
since, while ill, T had a letter of condo-
lence from three of the little girls.
These facts would not be worth telling
of a school of little children at home,
but it is a considerable advanceme=nton
the chinese plan of conducting schools.

Writing compositions in chinese com-
mon schools, is an unheard of thing, It
is only attempted in the high schools,
and that after years of schooling. It
is therefore a new field to our pupils.
Below I give a specimen brought in last
wecek by a son of a native brother.

“ Now, we all in this school have op-
portunity to understand the true doc-
trine. 'We continually listen to the
preaching of  the gospel. But there
are some of the smaller pupils, who, in
time of preaching, are always talking,
and hear no part of it. I therefore
said to them, you all should not talk—
little children are also sinners, and you
should listen attentively and do as the
preacher says, so that after death you
may be saved. If you do not apply
yourselves to itand obey the commands
of Jesus, you will be certain, after
death, to go to hell.”

NEW £CHOOL FOR GIRLS.

Besides the schools mentioned in the
table of statistics, T have recently open-
ed one for girls at my own house.
In many respects it is an experiment.
I have now ten pupils whom I teach
from eight to twelve o’clock every morn-
ing, except Sabbath, All the burden
of teaching ard governing I take upon
myself, with the occasional assistance
of my female teacher. I teach oniy
the ¢ phonetic system’ of writing the
colloquial. I am by no means disccur-
aged in the progress made. The school is
yet less than three months old, and four
of the pupils are reading, two of them
with some facility. One can read un-
derstandingly any book written in this
character, if its subject be not above
her comprehension ; and is now begin-
ning to write in two and half months!
She has read and reviewed one book of
seventy pages, coniaining among other
stories, the story of Joseph, and is now
reading a translation of ‘Line upon
Line.” She has also memorized the
ten commandments, and our Chinese
Collection of Hymns, containing forty
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stanzas. She is fourteen years old,
but scarccly appears eleven. The six
pupils who are not reading, have heen
in school less than two weeks. If
of these ten, five should remain until
able to read and write with ease it will
be more than the usual average in our
girl day schools. One, whom I had
for more than a month, and who was
beginning to read has left. This
school occupies all my mornings. Du-
ring the summer Ispend twoafternoons
ench week in my city school, and in
winter three or four.
PROFESSING CHRISTIANS.

Professing christians are few, and it
is feared that many who have professed
christianity have done so from interest-
ed motives. In our own church we
have been sorely tried by such, but are
now I think, rid of them. The two na-
tive brethren, and their sisters now in
our communion, though not such chris-
tians as we might expect to find among
the intelligent who have been brought
up under gospel influences, yet continue
to give unmistakenble evidence that
they have been renewed by divine
grace and have firmly set their faces
heavenward. Others seem to be fecl-
ing an interest in their own souls sal-
vation. I cannot speak so definitely of
the character of those native christians
who have been admitted into other com-
munions. I have reasons for believing,
however, that here, as in America, dif-
ferent denominations have different
standards or tests for those admitted
into the church. Some, besides the
Baptists, require satisfactory evidence
of a change of heart. Some I fear do
not; at least in the sense in which we
use the phrase * change of heart.”
OTHER LABORS OF FEMALE MISSIONARIES.

You vill naturally ask.*Is school-
teaching all the labor undertaken by
missionary women?” Not all, though
the most tangible and regular. In our
schools we endeavor to impress chris-
tian truth upon the minds of the pu-
pils, taking advantage also of the hold

thus gained in the families of the pu-
pils, to impart religious instruction.
Besides this, we have occasional visits
from other chinese women, and in turn
visit them. I have found it profitable
also to converse individually with wo-
men who come in to preaching, while
sitting, both before and after services.
They often come to preaching as a re-
creation to spend several hours if they
can find any one to talk with. Thisis
a work rendered the more necessary by
their listless habits. I have frequently
been surprised and pained to find how
few of the preacher’s words have been
heard. Generally, unless you look into
a Chinaman’s eyes and address him
personally, he concludes you are talk-
ing to some one else, and therefore is
not concerned .to listen. They need
therefore to be conversed with indirid-
ually and separately.

T have made repeated attempts to get
a’ class of women to come every Sab-
bath to beinstructed—bhut have as often
failed. They will not come. I can
have no regular and certain labor of
this kind among the grown up women.
Al T ean do is to embrace every oppor-
tunity to urge the truth upon such indi-
viduals as ‘1 may have access to. I
speak thus particularly of my own ef-
forts because I am better acquainted
with their details and difficulties. I
think, however, they do not differ ma-
terially from those of other missionary
women in China—at least in Shanghai.
Iam fully persuaded—notswithstanding
the contrary opinions held by some
distinguished divines—that nothing is
better for the health, physical, mental
and religious, of missionary women as
well as men, than to have plenty of
missionary work to do.

In conclusion, allow me to express to
you, and to all the members of the mis-
sionary society, the deep interest I feel
in your efforts thus put forth in our
Master’s cause. It is o cause whose
advocates have never yet been put to

shame—and we are persuaded never
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Please let me know if there
God

will be.

be any thing I can do for you.
bless you all, and your lahors.
Yours affectionately,

Marrus F. Crawrorp.

FITNESS OF TIIE TIMES FOR EX-
TENDING THE GOSPEL.

We commend the following article,
which is taken from the Southern Bap-
tist, to the earnest consideration of our
readers. Surely there is a ‘“‘sound of
going forth in the tops of the Mulberr
trees” which christians would do well
to heed. Pp.

‘We believe that a right interpretation
of ¢ the signs of the times,” will show
that the period now transpiring and im-
pending is to witness a greater extension
of the gospel, than was ever known in
any preceding ages, of equal extent.—
The great changes in commerce and civ-
ilization, the quick succession of new
and important discoveries, the use of
new inventions in art, the yearly ap-
proach to an annihilation of time and
space, aro all but the means of transit
for extending the knowledge of the gos-
pel.  The convulsions but lately shak-
ing the nations, will only level down
previous obstructions, and will level up
our universal race, for a ready reception
of true Christianity. The ends of the
earth are coming together.

We can now send missionaries into
the very heart of Asia among races en-
tirely inaccessible a quarter of a centu-
ry ago. The journey can now be made
in six weeks which then, if it were pos-
sible at all, could not be made in six
months,—and if made then, would have
been attended with great expense and
danger to life and property. There are
but few inhabited countries where the
Chiristian herald may not now find ready
aceess.

The peculiar gift of tongues which is
doing more for our times, than miracu-
lous powers of speech among the apos-
tles, is the press. By means of this
agency almost every modern heathen

nation may read in its own language
the wonderful works of God. The Bri-
tish and Forcign Bible Society has alone
translated the scriptures into about two
hundred languages. Less than two
years ago, the Christians of England re-
solved to supply China with one million
copies of the scriptures, and the means
for doing it were rised in a single
year. The Word of Life is thus finding
its noiseless way, even where the foot
of the preacher or the missionary may
not tread. In many instances, during
this age, the language of a people has
been found in a crude and unwritten
state, and thence has been reduced to
rule and brought into system, and the
foundation laid for a national literature.
New languages are thus becoming vo-
cal with the praises of God.

The barriers are falling from around
previously enclosed nations. The sea-
bound and impenetrable empire of Ja-
pan is not much longer to remain shut
against Christian intercourse; Asia-
Minor, Persia, Central Asia, all parts of
India, and Burmah, Siam and China,
are becoming dotted thickly with Chris-
tian churches and schools. Africa is
being penetrated from several quarters;
and some of its benighted regions are ,
now brightening with Christian civili-
zation,

The Eastern Archipelago, and nearly
all the important Asiatic islands, are
becoming the homes of Christian mis-
sionarics. The groups in the Pacific,
and the newly settled regions of Aus-
tralia, are bringing forward their Chris-
tian populations, like the fabled divini-
ties of the ancients emerging suddenly
from the sea. In several countries in
South America, the Protestant religion
and public schools for all classes, are
gaining an entrance and prevalence.

But among all of these Providential
openings the great peculiar agency for
a rapid diffusion of the gospel, is the
growing prevalence of the English lan-
guage, Wherever English or American
missionaries have gone with the gospel,
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the desire has immediately grown up
-among the heathen, to learn the Eng-
lish language. There are but few mis-
sionary churches among any heathen
nations except such as have been plant-
ed hy English or American Christians.
Amongst all such, the English language
is likely to be introduced. And the pas-
sion for acquiring it has become so
strong in most of the missionary fields,
that the demand has now to be resisted,
in order that more time may beallowed
for the pressing work of preaching the
gospel. But yet it is easy to see, that
as England and the United States are
the prineipal populations engaged in
favoring missionary work, the English
lanzuage will soon become co-extensive
with evangelieal Christianity. And
through the medium of this widely spo-
ken tongue, the incaleulable power of
the press is to give not only the Inspi-
red Oracles, but all the religious litera-
ture of the English mind, to the con-
verted nations of the earth. And the
moral power of England and the United
States is becoming so great over the
whole world, that it seems hardly too
much to say, that instrumentally con-
sidered, the giving or the withholding
of the word of life, to the heathen na-
tions, rests principally with Christians
speaking the English language.

These momentous and manifold signs
of promise now brought under review,
give strong assurances for the fulfilment
of the gospel prophecies. Whatever
interpretation we may adopt concerning
some of the special prophecies, such as
those of Isaiah, Daniel, and the Apoca-
lypse, one thing seems now to be reali-
zed,—that the several persecuting pow-
ers or governments described in pro-
phecy, have nearly all had their appoint-
ed rise and fall. With the exception of
a few dark and isolated regions, like
the island of Madagasecar, or such as
Tartary and Thibeton the north of Asia,
and a few of the decaying Roman Cath-
olic States, there are scarcely any por-
tions of the world, as mapped out in

prophecy, in which persecuting powers
any longer remain arrayed against the
gospel. Some of these are struggling
in their last agonies of dissolution.—
After such a rapid and ameliorating
change as has lately come over Turkey
and several of the great pagan States
with respect to Christianity, we have
scarcely any reason to apprehend that
any new tyrannical or persecuting pow-
er, under the form of government, will
henceforth stand against the gospel.—
Even if the people are not becoming ex-
perimental Christians, they bave Chris-
tian government and Christian eoloni-
zation. Thus the world is now lying
open to be occupied with the blessings
of the gospel.

These are reasons strong and urgent,
why the people of God should persevere
in the prayers and offerings for the
wider diffusion of the gospel. There
hare been some disturbances and cross-
purposes among Christians at home and
missionaries in the field, as to measures
and plans, and the boundaries of their
relative responsibilities.* But we . be-
lieve that none of these things are to
abridge our operations. We cannot
recall our missionaries. As some die,
others must besent to take their places,
and to increase their numbers. Under
this state of things if the professing and
witnessing churches had but the faith
and energy of the apostolic and primi-
tive Christians ; if like them, they could
cheerfully suffer loss and hardship, and
count not their lives dear unto them-
selves; if they had the same compas-
sion for a world in sin and misery, and
wonld be content to become nothing, or
to do anything, in order to convey to
others the unsearchable riches of Christ;
and if, with their uncounted means, they
had the all absorbing spirit of the early
Christians, which would constrain them
to make known to a dying race, the
good news of life and salvation, how
soon would all nationssing the marriage
supper of the Lamb, and all Kking-

* This relates to other Boards. Ours has
had no difficulties of the kind.
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doms be given to the people of- the
saints of the Most ITigh! The Lord of
the harvest now says to ug, in more em-
phatic term, than when he addressed
his disciples in Samaria: ¢ Say not ye,
there are yet four months, and then
cometh the harvest? Behold, Isayunto
you, Lift up your eyes and look on the
fields, for they are white already to har-

vest.”

S

For the Commission.

CENTRAL AFRICAN MISSION.

Stations— Qur Contemplated Field—
The Country—Climate—The Peo-
ple—Mulatto Races— Fellatals.

Our coast station, begun about a year
ago, is at Lagos, a town of twenty or
thirty thousand inhabitats. The lan-
guage is the same as in Yoruba. The
Episcopalians and Wesleyans removed
from Badagry to Lagos early in 1852,
From Lagos it is about 60 miles by
land, or 90 miles by the Ogun river to
Abbeokuta, the capital of the Egba
Kingdom. The Egbas, also, speak
the Yoruba language. We have no
station among these people because
they are well supplied by the English.
Our next station, begun in Oct. 1833, is
60 miles N. E. of Abbeokuta at Ijaye,
(pronounced Eeji-e.) Toward the close

of last year we begun a new station, 30

miles N. E. of Ijaye, at Ogbomoshaw,)
(O-gbé-moh-shaw,) which is about 160
miles, or 7 continuous days’ journey
from the coast. We arc now 1within
15 miles of the territory of Ilorrin, the
first kingdom in the great empire of
Hausa, and about 80 miles from Ilade,
a large town on the Niger, and capital
of Western Nufe.

Our contemplated field is the whole
of Tokrur, Sudan, or Central Africa, in
which the Africans include Effony,
(Kakanda,) Barba, (Borgoo,) Yoruba,
Nufe, Jakoba, Youri, Hausa, Kanike,
Mandarra and several other kingdoms.
During my residence in Yoruba, I have
received repeated and definite informa-
tion from natives of Sudan, in various
directions, as far East as to K4nike and

Kobbé. The-country and the people
everywhere are much the same as in
Yoruba. As a general thing, from
Abbeokuta: to Lake Chad, (properly?
Tsaddi,) there is neither forest, swamp,
or desert. The usual appearance of
the country is that of an undulating
prairie, covered with tall grass, and
rather small, scattering, bushy-topped
trees, The streams are numerous,
their beds rocky or sandy, and the
water pure. Every-where, at all sea-
sons of the year, the ground is remarka-
bly firm, even on the banks of the
streams. Much of the soil is product-
ive without heing decidedly fertile.
Some is very rich, but still more is poor
and sterile. The usual color is gray.
The rocks are chiefly gneis and
granite, of which there is great abun-
dance, a little sandstone, and in
some places, considerable quantities
of claystone conglomerate cemented
with iron. The mountains are isolated
or in small clusters, never in continu-
ous chains. Some of them in Yoruba
and Nufe, and again in Kéaniké and
Mandara are solid masses of granite,
which raise their bare and weather-
beaten hLeads to the clouds. According
to the average readings of the barome-
ter at different places, Abbeokuta is
557 feet above Lagos, Ijaye 967 feet,
and Ogbomoshaw 1305 feet. The
ascent is so gradual that the country
seems like an undulating plain. The
highest peaks in the N. E. of Yoruba
are probably 3000 fcet above the sea;
the highest which rise from the table
lands near Ogbomoshaw 2000 feet. A
few miles beyond this town the country
begins to slope eastward to the Niger.

We have no neced of curious specula-
tions as to the causes why western
Africa is sickly. Perpetual summer,
excess of moisture, immense quanti-
ties -of decaying vegetation, the pres-
ence of water on the tenacious pipe-
clay within a few feet of the surface,
and hot days and cool nights are surely
sufficient to account for the prevalence
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of fevers. But these causes disappear
as we advance into the interior. The
days are still hot, but the nights are
not so cool. 'The hygrometer showsa
great decrease in the moisture of the
atmosphere. The forests are displaced
by prairies, and finally, the water liea
deeper in the earth. My well at Og-
bomoshaw is 33 feet deep, and the
bottom is sand instead of clay.

During the last 16 years, 22 men and
women have come to this country as
missionaries, not counting some who
immediately returned. Of this number
7 men and 5 women have died, 4 at
Abbeokuta, 3 at Badagry, 3 at Lagos,
1 at Ibadan and 1 (just arrived) at
Tjaye. None of them were in the
parts of Yoruba which we think ought
to be healthy. Of about 15 persons
recently belonging to the different mis-
sions there, 3 had been in the country
nearly 20 years, and 4 others for six cr
seven years. Most of those who have
died were the victims of exposure or
other causes, to which the climate was
only an accessory, to say the most.

The people of Sudan, so far as I have
seen them, are of three classes. 1.
Some of the Yorubas are true typical
negroes, similar to those of Guinea.
Further interior, except on the Binue,
(or Chadda) they seem to be rare,
but I have seen a few among slaves
brought in from ITusa. 2. A fine race
of black woolly-headed men, with
almost European features, and finely
formed hands and feet, are common in
Yoruba, and still more so beyond the
Niger. On both sides of the Upper
Niger, there are tribes of ‘‘red men,”
as they are called there, and individu-
als of the same type are found more or
less frequently among the Iboes, Yoru-
bas, Kanikes, Mandingoes, and Kroos,
In features, hair, and mental qualities,
and in point of fact, these red men
are true mulattos, the descendants of
white people and negroes. The black
men with European features, sbove
mentioned, have resulted from a re-in-

termixture of the negroes with such
mulattos. When we remember that
the most of Africa has always been in-
habited by white races, and that the
Azbens, Tuaries and others in and
near the north of Sudan are still white,
we find no difficulty in accounting for
the existence of mulatto and half mu-
Intto tribes and families in Central
Africa. Four thousand years of alter-
nate friendly intercourse and hostile
collision is quite enough to account for
the existing amalgumation of races.
It has been affirmed that the Arabs of
the 10th century were the first whites
who crossed the desert, but this is con-
trary to abundance of evidence. The
Romans themselves crossed the desert.
It is impossible to set any thing like a
modern limit to the intercourse be-
tween Northern and Central Africa.

There are probably 20,000,000 of
Pulohs, (Fellatahs,) in Africa, some
extensive tribes of whom, as the Ala-
woh, we have scarcely heard of even by
name. They are all of one language
from the Senegal to the regions south of
the Mandara, and they are all mulat-
tos, or the descendants of mulattos and
negroes. There are other mulatto
tribes south of Bambara, who have no
connection with these. The Pulohs are
separated from the Berbers by their
language. For the same reason they
must be removed from all the African
families with whom they have inter--
mixed ; and again the congregation of
Puloh verbs is entirely un-semetic.
Who they are and whence they came is
a problem not easily solved. I can
only say that they are not negroes,
though many of them are now black, nor
Arabs, though many of them are as:
white as the Shoas., Some of those in
Foota relate that their people once
dwelt about Massina and Tinbuctoo,
whence they emigrated at three several
times to Senegal, to Foota, {then Soso,)
and to Hausa. An intelligent Puloh
from Sokoto informed me that the
original seat of his people was Pelli,
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in some distant country.” This name
remindsme of the Psylli, (Psulloi,and by
dropping s Pulloi,) who once fed their
flocks on the nothern side of the desert.
The Pulohs are all herdsmen in every
part of Africa. It has been conjectured
that tlneir are the descendants of Phut,
the son §f Ham ; whence Foota, a name
which oceurs on the Egyptian monu-
ments, and is supposed by some to

_means of converting all Africa.

Before
I set foot on the continent, I had deter-
mined to study their language, and to

‘spend my days in laboring for their

. conversion,

Nothing but inflexible ne-
cessity caused me to-study Yoruba.

My best cndeavors for the last six
_years have collected only about 330
‘phrases and 1000 words of the Puloh
language; but as my present station is

‘only' 30 miles from Ilorrin, one of
people are all Mohamedans. Could their capitals, I hope to be more success-
they be won to the gospel, their superi- ' ful hereafter. T. J. B.
or energy and intelligence might be the | (To BE CONTINUED.)

denote the Fellatalis. At present this

THE HEATHEN MAIDEN.
.[Mead at the January concert of the North Congregational Clhurch, “Portsmouth.” » ’

’ Where waving palm-trees fling their gentle shade,
Athwart the plain, "neath India’s burning sun,
Amid her kindred, dwelt a heathen maid,
Their fairest and their best beloved one.

Far from the sunset shore, across the wave, :
The noble vessel bore the man of God ; i S
IIe came to preach of Him whe died to save - e
The soul from paths by Death’s sad footsteps trod

In the strange land he breathed the Suviour’s name ;
1t fell like marvelous musie from Lis tongue.
Fresh from their idol worship many came,
To learn the name Ly countless angels sung.

And with the throng that gathered at his feet,
The heathen maiden sat to hear the tale: A
Spell-bound she stays, though faithless friends entreat, = -
And threats of parents turn her young cheek pale. -

She caught the story of the Saviour’s birth ;
A sudden thrill ran wildly o’er her frame;
She listened to his life of grief on earth,
And pitying tear-drops to her eyelids eame,

Transfixed she lingered on the mountain, where

He stood in robes more glorious than the light ;
And in Gethsemane heard his anguished prayer,

The while his blood bedewed the shuddering night.

She knelt beside his cross on Calvary; o
Iler soul grew faint, and human strength gave way ;. -

She stood amazed, with those who went to see .
The place where once the risen Saviour lay.

Where now are those dumb gods she loved of yore? -
She only sees the bleeding Crucified ! e
“Was it for me,” she murmurs o’er and o’er,
“ For me the blessed Saviour suffered, died 2
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Yet while she weeps in penitence, the wrath
Of angry parents lowers above her head ;
She shrinks affrizhted from the thorny path,
Which they who follow Christ must learn to tread.

From friends and idols it is hard to break;

Awid ber pain her Saviour seems to call ; é
A voiee within her whispers,  For his sake,
Who gave his life for thee, oh! leave them all.” »

¢ Sharper the crown of thorns that Jesus ware,
Than those that pierce thy feet; more cruel far
The mockings and the heavy cross he Lore,
Than all the threatenings of thy kindred are.”

Triumphant hour!

Her fervent prayer ascends; . =
: From faith-lit eyes the clouds of fear depart;
) Low at the cross of Christ she meekly bends;

Sene

At his dear feet she lays her broken heart.

Across the wave the happy news hath flown;
The listening church receives the welcome word ;
) The blessed angels, harping round the throne,
- Hymn their new joy with rapturous accord.

Oh! if a heathen such rough ways hath trod,
That Christ’s sweet call of love might be obeyed,

Strange that our feet should fail to ¢ walk with God,”
Where there are none to chide or make afraid!

Portsmouth, January, 1856.

HISTORY OF OUR MISSIONS—(CoNTINUED.)

CLAY ASIILAND,

Missionary, J. T. Richardson. This
is o new town, but bLidding fair to be-
come one of the most influential on the
St. Paul’s River. Itisthe growth of the
last two years. The church havea new,
neat house of worship, crected at the
expense of the members. A flourishing
day school, with forty-two scholars isin
_progress under our direction. Ouar mis-
sionary refers to a most pleasantseason
of religious interest, in which he says
the Lord “gave energy to his word in 2
manner such as had not been witnessed
there before,”” “This,” he continues,
«is a most inviting field for missionary
operations; we have free access to the
Leathen, and they arc saying ¢ bring
God palaver to cur towns; take our chil-
dren into your schools and teach them
God's book.” "’

Bro. Clark, on his way to Yoruza,
thus describes a seene in which he was
permitted to mingle, at this station:

“It was my pleasure to be present on
the Sabbath, at Clay Ashland, and
preach the opening sermon of the nice
framed house, just built by the industry
and at the expense of the prosperous
and zealous little church. It swas filled
to overflowing, and numbers without
could not enter. After preaching, I
enjoyed the privilege of baptizing, be-
fore a large and interesting congrega.
tien, four'youthful converts,who, as they
rose from the water, came up straight:
way, singing praige unto God. Ah,my
brother, it is not often we witness just
such scenes in our favored land. Seec
the noblestream—the waters troubled—
the wilderness around—the gazin‘g, ad-
miring multitude lizing the elevated
banks,—then those precious youths de-
scending the stream—buried—rising
from the grave, shouting, praising God,
then hear those strains of music, as they
rise to join in song the chorus of the

skies,~—then behold a day, bright and
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beautiful, one perhaps that months be-
fore had not seen, when the sun seemed
to come forth to adorn the scene, and
honor the occasion,—at last, let your
eyes, by faith, rise higher to the cotrts
above, and there see angels, seraphs and
Christians, gazing with delight upon
the rapidly passing view—and you may
have an idea of what transpired in the
wilderness of dark, benighted Africa,
on the banks of the St. Paul, Lord’s
day, about 1 o’clock, July 30th, 1854.—
But the day closed not with this scene:
We returned to the chureh, and there,
after preaching by Brother Richardson,
sitting around the talle of the Lord,
partook the emblems of his broken
body and shed blood. Thus closed the
religious exercises of this interesting
Sabbath, one, I have reason to believe,
which will exert a favorable influence
upon our cause.

During the year five have been bapti-
zed.

NEW KENTUCKY.

ITerc a new church has been formed.
Says our missionary, Brother Richard-
son: “ The members at Kentucky, to
which I referred in my last, have been
constituted into a church, with, I be-
lieve, thirty or more in number; and
some forty or fifty children are foundin
the settlement. DBrethren Davis, Ro-
berts, Cheesman and myself attended
to the constitution of that church and
the ordaining of three deacons.”

VISITS OF SPECIAL AGENTS.
Rev. Eur BarL. In December 1851,
Rev. Eli Ball, an agent of the Board,
sailed from Savannah, Georgia, for Li-
beria, on a mission of inquiry and su-
pervision respecting our missions in the
colony. There were various questions
relating to missionaries, stations, plans
for future operations and incidental mat-
ters upon which the Board needed fuller
and more accurate krowledge than could
be gained from the letters of the mis-
sionaries, It wasexpected too, thatthe
resence of an agent of the  Board,

charged with the supervision of the
mission, would impart renewed energy
to the labors of our brethren, and har-
monise all their exertions to the one
great end, the speedy evangelization of
Africa. In many respects brother Ball
was admirably suited to the work thus
assigned himn. To ardent piety, exem-
plary self-denial, and special concern
for the salvation of the African race,
there were united in him great patience
of labor, an observant mind, attention
to minute circumstances and details,
and a bland and courtecous manner that
commended him atonce to the affections
of those with whom he had intercourse.

In their report of 1853, the Board
say:

“OQOur agent. who visited the coast,
remarks :—¢ It is truly gratifying to me,
to see the growing interest that is eve-
rywhere apparent in the African Mis- .
sion. * *  Jp whatever light the Af-
rican Mission is viewed, it presents an -
interesting aspect—an enccuraging en-
terprise.

‘There is one view of this mission
which, to my own mind, is peculiarly
encouraging and interesting, " Irefer to
the prospective influence of the mission
upon the natives of” Africa, particularly
in the colonies upon the coast. 'I'he ad-
vantages of our American colonies, made
l(ljp of the free people of color from the

nited States, in civilizing the natives,
must, I think, appear obvious to all who
reflect duly upon the subject. These
colonists o out from among us civili-
zed, and many of them are Christians,
They settle on lands purchased of the
natives ; they bhuild towns and cultivate
their farms in the immediate vicinity of
the native tribes, so that these civilized
natives see displayed before their eyes
daily the advantages of civilized habits
of life, and the blessings of the Chris-
tian religion. The government of Li-
beria looks direetly to the welfare of the
natives. Itallows them to remain upon
the soil which they have sold to there-
public ; it hasjsuppressed many of their
cruel superstitions; it has corrected and
punished many of the erimes by juries ;
and itencourages, as far as it has means,
schools for instructing them in useful
learning. This, surcly, is a very im-
portant and useful auxiliary to the gos-
pel. It isto our missionary plans what
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John the Baptist was to Christ, a fore-
runner. i

¢ Equally important and useful to the
republic are Christian missions. The
colonies are yet in their infancy, and
they are not at this time, nor will they
Le for some years to come, able to sus-
tain a useful ministry among themselves
without foreign aid.  Nor can they yet
support competent school teachers, un-
less our missionary societies select and
sustain them. This we are doing to
some extent, and in all these provisions
and labors the natives share cqually
with the colonists. ,

“*The result of this combined effort
for the aborigines, is cheering to the
friends of the African race. Already
the natives living within the colonies
feel and acknowledge the superiority of
the civilized and Christianized colonists
over themselves. DParents wish their
children to be taken into the families of
the colonists, and instructed in the
arts, learning, and religion of Ameri-
cans. Although the natives reform but
slowly, owing, as I conceive, to the po-
pular superstitions among them, yet
truth -is making advances upon their
minds, and the rising generation will
show it. I did not converse with a na-
tive upon the subject of schools, the
advantages of civilized life and the gos-

el which we preach, who did not ad-
mit all that I said. They take no me-
thods to resist the light that is breaking
in among them, and sure I am that it
will, erelong, shine away all their dark-
ness.

¢ Scores have heen converted to Chris-
tianity, and there are several native
churches, which evince a good degree of
piety and improvement. Some natives
have become magistrates, some school
teachers, and some preachers of the
gospel.

¢ If our mission plans can keep pace
with the inerease of the colonies upon
the coast, and he so arranged as tohave
a particular aspect to the native tribes,
no mission will, I must believe, he more
prosperous.” ”’

The results of this visit of brother
Ball were so beneficial that the Board
decided to send him out again during
the summer of 1853, and he was arran-.
ging for the voyage, when, (in the lan-
guage of the report of 1854,)

‘¢ His work on earth was cut short by
the mandate of his Divine Master, whose

will it was that the toils of earth should
be exchanged for the employments of
the heavenly world. iz death was a
sad event to the friends of missions,
andespecially to the friends of African
evangelization. But it was an cvent
ordered in wisdom and rectitude, and
this i3 our consolation, that he who
reigns over all, when he takes awny one
instrument can provide others, and t'.at
he will make all things work together
for good to them who love him ; to them
who are the called, according to his pur-
pose. We rejouice, too, in the divine
goodness which permitted our esteemed
brother so long to live, and so usefully
to labor. We will earnestly pray that
others, like-minded with himself, may
be raised up to engage in the world’s
evangelization.”’

We hope hereafter to furnish to the
readers of the Commission a biographi-
cal sketch of this devoted servant of
Christ,

The importance of carrying out the
design thus interrupted by the death of
this deeply lamented brother, caused
the Board to look around for some other
person suitable for such an agency.—
Their attention was directed to

REV. JOIIN KINGDON, OF BAL.
TIMORE.

‘“He had been connected for several
years with the English Baptist Mission
on the island of Jamaica, and his ex-
F?rience in missionary work qualified
1im to perform the duties of the special
agency. In addition to hisexplorations
on the western coast, he was requested
to pass by the way of London, to secure
a ready transmission of supplies to Yo-
ruba, Passing along the African coast,
he visited Sierra Leone, and most of
our stations in Liberia, attended the as-
sociational meeting at Edina, and had
returned to Monrovia, to take the steam-
er on her downward passage to Lagos,
that he might fully carry out the object
of his mission. There he was stricken
by the fever of the country, and ina
few short days was horne to the grave.
Ilis heart was in his work. It was dif-
ficult to repreas the constant purpose to
do more than his physieal strength al-
lowed. His appointment was notin vain.
He infused new life into our missionary
work, cheering the hearts of our breth-
ren who are toiling in the ficld, and now
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donltless, from the bright clevatien he
has reached, Le looks, and will lock with
interest, such as heavenly Leings alone
can know, upon the growing triumphs of
the Redeemer among the suble tribes of
Africa.” .

\Ye have now brought down the his-
tory of our Liberia Missions to the close
of the period embraced in the report
for 1855. The report for 1856 has al-
ready been given to the readers of the
Commission. They have thus “a bird’s
eye view” of what the Lord has done
through us in that interesting colony
and among the surrounding natives.—
We feel encouraged by this review to
renewed energy in the prosecution of
our work.

Our

CANTON—CIIIN A,
Letter of” Rev. 1. II. Graves.

The following letter conveys the pleas-
ing intelligence that Brother Graves has
arrived safely at Canton and entered
upon his missionary labors. We trust
that much earnest prayer may go up for
him and his colaborers.

¥ issions.

The Iougua, 2fter a voyage of 114
days, anchored in Ilong Kong harbour,
on August 12th.  After stopping for a
day under the hospitable roof of brother
and sister Johnsun of the Missionary
Union, I came up to Canton where I
was welcomed to China and to the work
of the gospel by brother and sister Gail-
lard. :

I have been agreeably disappointed
both in China and the Chinese. The
more I see of the people, the greater in-
terest do I feelin them. “There are cer-
tainly some excellent traite in their
character ; such as their gcod nature,
their readiness to assist one another and
their great respect for the aged.

Everything around me makes me feel
that Tam in a land of idolatry. One
of the greatest sacrifices a missionary
has to make in coming here is the loss

12

of the Sabbath. I hadno idea of what
this would be before I left Ameriea.
Though I try to make the Sabbath as
different as possible from the days of
the week, yet when Isee the junks load-
ing and boats passing up and down the
river ;—when, in going through the
streets, I see all bLusy and active, the
mechanie at his work, the merzhant at
his shop, and the coolie carrying his
load, justasonanyother day, it requires
a constant effort of the mind to feel that
it is the day of rest.

Although the Chinese do not set apart
a seventh of their time for religious ser-
vices, they are by no means- deficient in
worship. At every door may be seen a
little niche in which incense sticks are
almost™ constantly smoking and lamps
burning. Besides these, in manyshops
there is a large painting of some being;
before this a lamp is kept constantly
lighted. In thestreets and in the fields
are little stone idols, before which in-
cense sticks and tapers are burnt. The
people who live in boats burn incense
sticks,and fire crackersand throw lighted
paper into the river every night. You
may often see large boats lighted with
long rows cf lanterns, floating down
with the tide, those on board making all
the noise they can with drums, flutes
and gongs. 'Thus we are reminded day
and night that we are in the midst of
heathenism. O when shall this great
people be led to cast their idols to the
moles and the hats and to worship the
only true God!

The narrow streets of the city are
crowded with human beings of all ages
and classes, jostling one another as they
pass to and fro. It is painful to sce a
woman with small feet, her face pale
and emaciated, while a lusty child is
strapped on her back, trying to make
her way, with tottering steps, through
these thoroughfares. Whenlookingon
these multitudes the thought of eterni-
ty is fearfully solemn. What a vast
moral wilderness, without a single green
or cheerful thing on which the eye can
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rest. O that the young men at home
could be here for a single week and gce
this mighty harvest fast ripening for
cternity! O that they could hear the
bitter wailing, and mourning, lamenta-
tion and wo which will arise frum the
millions of China at the last day! I
am persuaded that many would ¢ for-
ced to say, “Lord, here am I; send
me” to preach the unsearchable riches
of Christ among the Chinese.

Young Scen Shang preaches once
every week day and twice every Sab-
Lath. Some of his hearers are very
attentive and seem anxious to under-
stand the gospel. I go to chapel every
day with brother Gaillard and am be-
ginning to be able, though with broken
aceents, to invite the people to hear the
preaching of the word without money
and without price.

Pray for usthat the word of God may
Liave frec course and be glorified.

roe2Oes
SHANGHAI—CIIINA.
Letter from Rev. T. P. Crawford.
July 30, 1856.

We are entering upon a fearful fam-
ine. It has not rained here since the
Ist of May.  This great plain is the
stay of all Northern China for rice and
cotton. The drouth is wide spread,
eommerce, on account of the rebellion,
is stagnani, money scarce, provisions
high, and thousands cut of employ.—
Millions of the pcople live from *“hand
to mouth.” The sufferings of the people
must become before next year beyond
description. What the effect will be in
a political and religious point of view,
God alone foresees. There is no pros-
pect of raén soon., DMrs. Crawford is
just recovering from a spell of two
weeks. It was not severe. Bro. Yates
is still very fecble ; he has not yet de-
eided whether he will return in the fall
or not. My throat seems to have reco-
vered, though I think it best to be alittle
cautious. Our mission business goes
on just as usual, and nothing in this re-

‘of a foot wide.

speet has ocenrred during the month
worth relating. Times are very hard.
A forcign Hong broke the other day
and others are expected to break before
the end of the season. The Mexican

dolar gets worse instead of better. It
is now only worth 67 cents. The peo-

ple wont have it; it is no go. Sycee is
still worse. The rebellion seems to be
doing somcthing,.but we cannot tell pre-
cisely what. A change is coming over
us, let us hope it will Le for the furthe-
rance of the gospe!l of Jesus Christ.

A

Extract of « Letter from . B. Calaniss.

Though there is mueh commotion and
alarm among the Chinese, we are quict-
ly purseing our mission work. We
think the gospel is gradually taking
rcot hiere, and we rezeive some encour-
agement in our labors. We are all in
tolerable health at present, with the ex-
eeption of Brother Yates, who is feeble
though he goes about.

I am still permitted uninterruptedly-
to continue the study of the written lan-
guage and begin to feel that I can ac-
quire a knowledge cf it.

Poa~7 ¥

=

MONROVIA.
Letter from IRer. John Day.
Moxrovis, Sept. 9th, 1836,

I sit down to inform you that the
seminary 1s now up. It is a2 most
beautiful little house. Not equalled in
symmetry and good workmanship by
any building in Monrovia. It is plain
and simple; standing on a base of stone,
two fectabove ground, jutting out a few
inches, on which a moulding of brick
inclines to the wall, from swhich the wall
rises 10 feet to the joists. Between
the joists of the lower and upper floors
are 9% fect. 15 inches below the top of
the wall starts a brick cornice, which
juts out 9 inches, over which the
shingles extend 3 inches. The ends of
the cornmice project 21 inches—these
Juts are connected by a string of bricks,
leaving a space, a little dropped back,
That space is filled
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with a moulding of plaster of Paris,
with a star in the centre, and at each
corner a beautiful rose—the roof, two
feet below a square, has at the end
large boards 7 inches wide, 2 inches
thick, worked into o beautiful moulding,
which makes a finishing most pleasing
tothe eye. Thereare 8 windows in each
side, 6 windows in the back end, 2 in
cach story and 2 smaller windows in
the garret, one on each side of the
chimney. In the front end, a large
deor in the lower story, with glass on
each side of it. Two windows in the
upper story, and one large window in
the garret.

I am now fiting up desks, bexches,
and a little pulpit, and shall commence
school there the first of next month,
I shall venture to draw on the appro-
priations for what is absolutely needed,
and hope the Board will sustain the
school for a few years, even if many
other things must be neglected. A
pious, well instructed ministry is of
vital importance to this mission, and to
the Baptists of Liberia. That an igno-
rant ministry will do for an ignorant
community is preposterous, only needs
observation to demonstrate. Itis the
bLlind leading the blind. But what am
I saying? and to whom? You have
often had that well instructed mind of
yours taxed severely for arguments to
convince an erring, ignorant people of
their wrong. Could you hear the saga-
cious questions often propounded by
the poor heathen, and the difficulties
raised by the Mahomedans, you would
seec at once that a missionary needs a
well-furnished mind. .And to instruct
the poor Liberians, the mind should
have the grasp of a Lion, and the
tongue of child. Strong arguments,
and plain, simple language are required
for the masses.

There arc three young preachers in
" Sierra Leone ready for this school. One
pious youth, haptized by me. last No-
vember, made application to me to-day.
I admired his modesty and diffidence.

T have had my eye on him as an hum-
ble and pious young man. But to-day
iy the first time I have known he
thought of the ministry. His feelings
are so much like my own were, that I
cherish very high hopes of him.—
Another baptized at the same time,
Cornelias Brown, is a very hopeful
young man. I expect to take him. A
man from Georgia, a young preacher of
some promise, I have agreed to take,
He has a wife, but will be supported 6
months by the Colonization Society. I
have promised him some help for 12
months after his time isout. I wishto
turn his mind to the study of the Di-
vine character, and to such things as
will give direction to his mind, and
hope eighteen months’ study will
enable him to serve God in his calling.
I have agreed to take a young Congo
preacher, and other native young men.
One preacher from New Virginia, and
several from the lower counties.

Thus you sce 10, atleast, will at once
need support, and the smallest amount
that willsupportthem will be $900. The
Presbyterian institution allows for each
student 8150, which would, for the same
number, require $1500. But Iwillmake
8000 do. Now is the scarcest time for
food I have ever seen in Liberia. Rice,
now in its season, is 82 a bushel, $1 25
is the usual price. I have bought
$112 50 worth of goods, and shall send
out to buy rice, and employ some in
cleaning and planting.

Be assured, I will do the best I can
in all matters and things relative to the

mission. We are rejoicing over one
sinner who is rejoicing in the hope of
the glory of God.

Letter of Rev. J. T. Richardson.

August 13, 1856.

Yours of the 22nd of May has been
duly received—it reached me to day—
and as the vessel is on the eve of sail-
ing, I only have a few moments left to
make a short reply.

It affords me pleasure to learn by
yours that I am not forgotten by you.
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In regard to the Mission lot, I beg leave
to say, that it is already considered
the property of our Board, from the
fact that we have made the necessary
improvement by building a house, which
sives the Board 2 right in fee simple.
Bro. Day informs me that, as agent for
the Board, he holds a deed.

My aim is, and has been for many
years, to preach Christ and Ilim eruci-
fied, by example as well as by precept;
and what you say in relation to a high
stand, &e., is thankfully received; and,
it shall be my aim, the Lord helping by
his divine grace.

Aug. 14th.—This morning I was in-
vited by our esteemed Bro. Day, to take
a look st the school edifice that is being
erected in this city; and I am pleased
to say to you, that it will reflect great
eredit upon our denomination. I have
been told by Bro. Day that the amount
allowed to build said house is $1000.
I am sorry it is not sufficient to com-
plete the building. My pride of a par-
ticular kind has been much ‘increased.
I mean, I am proud of our denomi-
nation, and the rapid progress we are
making. I know the Board will do all
they can for its completion.

TR

GREENVILLE,
ZLetter from Llev. R. E. Afurry.
June 30, 1856.

Since my last a commissioner has
Leen about forty miles into the interior
to confer with a friendly chief called
“Joe Weah.” 1Ie arrived at his town
on Saturday. The nextday, (Sabbath,)
the chiefs began to assemble, hut * Joe
Weal’” told them it was Sunday, and
all business must be laid aside ’till
Monday, which the others readily agreed
to. Ile was tanght this by our com-
missioners in the early part of ’54.
It was gratifying to me to discover
such readiness on their part to observe
the Sabbath. Theyexpressed the sirong-
est desire to have their children taught
to read. We are looking for “Joe
Weah” and a number of Bushmen next

week, Tt will afferd me a fine oppor-
tunity of telling them the story of the
Cross. There will Le a large gather-
ing of all the neighlouring tribes to
see the old man. e promises to open
the old road through the Sinoe to the
Bush country. Should this be the case,
I hope to be able to return his visit. It
may be that all the evils of war will be
over-ruled for good,
==

SIERRA LEONE.
Letter of Lev. I P. Thompson.
Waterroo, June 23, 1836.
The following letter to Bro. Bowen,
which has been kindly placed at our
disposal, presents some encouraging
fuctsrelative toour Sierra Leone Mission.

Presuming that you and your dear
wife will have arrived safely at home
cre this reaches Amerien, I feel great
pleasure in writing a reply to your
kind letter of June 12. As you have
requested me to detail all my special
wants, I commence first with regard to
chapels.

We need at Waterloo o good sub-
stantial board house as a chapel and
school-house, say about fifty feet long
and twenty-four feet wide. At present
we have only a shabbily-built house of
sticks and mud that ean harly hold fifty
persons. I am sorry that your ill health
prevented you from visiting my station,
as it would have enabled you to see the
necessity for such a chapel, and assisted
you in giving your opinion to the Board
relative to what is necessary to the pros-
perity of the cause of God among these
poor heathens. The spot I have chosen
has been, I am told, contemplated as a
building site by other denominations,
but they have heen deterred from build-
ing by the gross superstition that pre-
vails among the tribes; and, therefore,
these poor ignorant people have been
left to themselves to attend the places
of worship, at a distance from them, or
not. DBut now I may truly exclaim,
with wom_ler and astonishment, * What
hath God wrought?” Ile hath done
many wonderful things. The name of
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Jesus hath wrought an increasing desire
to know more of Ilim; His love to poor
sinners hath filled them with astonish-

ment; and when they are told of their

miserable and guilty state as sinners,
and the willingness of God to pardon
them throu"h Christ, they, I mean
many, are brough‘c to ask, “What shall
I do to be saved.”

This is the place, I think, at which
the long neglected church of Christ will
take xta rise and spread like leaven on
this part of Africa, and I doubt not of
success 50 long as our Christian friends
all over the world will, with earnest de-
sire, bescech the King of Heaven to ex-
tend the glorious light of the Gospel to
our poor countrymen, the heathens.
Those who were formerly contented to
live without marrying are now carnestly
desiring it; those who iere willing to
serve ldols areforsaking them and ﬂock—
ing to the house of God Is not this a
great encouragement?

But do not imagine, my dear Bro.,
that in the midst of this glorious news
I have a calm sea to ride upon. My
ways s have been crowded with many a
p:ercmg thorn, but the rougher my path
is the more it teaches me to look to the
Strong for strength and for grace to
help me in every time of need. Yea, T
am willing rather to wear out than
to rust out, so that all I do may be
done to the honour and glory of God
and for the saving of souls.

Our little house is generally crowded,
and so poor are they, that they are un-
able to get more seats. Xam labouring
to establish a school. At present we
have about fifteen children. A bell
would be of great service among
them.

‘We cannot employ any schoul teachers
under the rate of twelve and a half dol-
lars per month, and a first class teacher
could not be employed under $16 per
month; neither can any other but
churchmen, or Wesleyans, be obtained.

School books and hymn books, for

the church, are greatly neceded, both in |

town and at Waterloco. Bibles and

Testaments are scarce.

P

R
- LAGOS.
Letter from Rev. J. M. Harden.
Augast 28, 1850.

I neglected to write to you by the last
mail because I had been very ill and
had nothing to write of any importance.
I am somewhat patched up so that I
can attend to my business in this sink
of iniquity; and if I only had the hea-
then to contend with, I believe that T
could find much encouragement in
preaching to them. But they are sur-
rounded by a company of Sierra Leone
people, who, for the most part, are far
worse heathen than those who worship
wood and stone. * * * *

Sometimes my hopes arc exalted, and
again they are depressed ; but still I do
not despair of doing good among them.
I hope also to be more impressive when
I shall be able to speak unto them in
their own mother tongue, which I am
beginning to do, though with great dif-
fidence. I beseech all the churches in
the Southern Baptist Convention to help
me to pray for the conversion of this
poor people. Enclosed T send you one
pound sterling to aid in defraying the
expenses of printing Brother Bowen’s
Yoruba books. May the Lord grant
them abundant success. Please give

my love to all the churches.

IJAYE. -
JOURNAL OF REV. W. II. CLARK.
Visit to Iroo—Preaching—Decrease of
the TVar Spirit.
Isave, Aug. 15, 1856.
My absence from Ijaye during the
the past week on a visit to Iroo in the
East, prevents my writing at length this
month. I suppose I cannot give you
anything more interesting by this mail
than an account of that visit.
Aug 7.—Preparing this morning for
a visit to Iroo. Started about 11 o’clock,
escorted out of town by the prime mes-
senger of the chief, who, though he
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would not assume anything like the re-
sponsibility of my visit, manifested bis
willingness by this act of courtesy.—
Passed through a beautiful farming
country, charming to behold. Ilere
and there rises before you a small con-
ical mountain; on every side are seen
smiling farms spread out on the rolling
lands, checkered with the noble palm,
and occasionally enlivened by the green
growth of a garden of plantains. Ser-
eral miles from Ijaye, passed through
the ruins of a large town, destroyed by
the present chief of this town in league
with other towns. In many directions
were to be scen the marks of desolation.
Soon mearly all this once inhabited spot,
will Le in o state of caltivation.—
Reached Fiditi early in the cvening, a
small town paying tribute to Ijaye, and
after taking some refreshments, called
on the chief. Preached 2 short time to
a crowd eager both to see and hear the
stranger. AsI concluded, the kind old
man exultingly said, as if with grati-
tude to God; other towns are large and
swelled up, but though his town was
small, the Lord had kept it. Supposed
population, over two thousand.

Aug. 8.—Rainy morning. Between
8 and 9 o’clock began our journey on
an old route, now abandoned, and al-
most impassable, except by one acquain-
ted with the road. Suech a guide we
had who led the way for 12 or 15 miles,
clearing the way as he went. Bat for
him we should have been foiled. A ra-
zor was kindly accepted by him as com-
pensation for his services. About four
o’clock the rain commenced falling, as
we were passing through the heaviest
African forest, and continued for an
Lour or more. We were in the depth
of this forest as the sun shone out, the
rays touching the tops of the trees. It
was nearly night when we reached the
otherside of the river Obba. Aswe en-
tered the farms six miles were before
us under gentle moonlight. It could not
be avoided, we must enter the town by
night. We entered the gates entire

strangers, without any recommendation
and announced my object to the keeper
of the gate. Though he was taken by
surprise, and at n loss what to do, he
yielded to my solicitation, and gave me
a little room not quite large enough for
me to stretch myself at full length. A
few hours found us all in repose.

Aug. 9.—Arose somewhat refreshed.
A gloomy, disagreeable morning. Very
early crowds were pressing to the farms,
with an oceasional pause to sutisfy their
curiosity.  After customary delay, I
was eseorted to the chief’s residence,
passing the usual routine of crooked
streets and mud-walls, and left at the
entrance of the royal yard. 1What first
attracted my attention was, two mud-
idols seated on either side of the door-
way, said to be guardian deities. Ilere
flocked around us crowds of children,
forming a semi-cirele, four and six deep.
If one hLecame affrighted, 2 hundred
panie-struck, would scatter. In a quar-
ter of an hour the attendants of his ma-
Jjesty cleared the way, and preceded by
his cushion-bearer, the old chief wheel-
ed from us to the left of the door, and
seating himself a few paces off, ordered
our presence. I found him to be an
aged man, perhaps seventy years old,
with not a tooth, that I could perceive,
a pleasant countenance, and kindly dis-
posed. Ilis principal men were upon
his left. My orders were not to salute
the chief personally, but through his
appointed officer. This I complied with,
but the result proved rather diverting
as we zll became very friendly, like old
acquaintances after a long scparation,
not a few joining in the talk. T stated
my object, and preached as the occasion
Jjustified. A Mahommedan from Sierra
Lcone, come rather late, saluted me in
English, and requested me to preach to
the people, which I had already done.
e suggested, rather prematurely, the
propriety of my building in the town.
This would be a welcome step. After
an agreeable interview, I was conduct-
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cd to the most filthy yard, unworthy to
be classed with a hogsty, which T re-
fused on the ground of my health.—
This had the desired effect, and comfor-
table lodgings were soon found. Ifere
I preachied to Loth heathen and Mahom-
medans, cach in turn pressing the other
by arguent, ta take the initintory step
in receiving the work of God. This
evening ook a partial survey of the
town. ITundreds, and perliaps, I would
not err, should I say, at ene time, thou-
sands crowded after us.

Aug. 10.—Sabbath day—confived in
doors. Preached several times to-day
to crowds of attentive hearers. Num-
Lers have Leen in attendance all day—
of course through curiosity. Aninter-
view this evening with cur host, the
chief man of the house. They can date
Lack the building of their town, about
two generations.  Six years ago it was
nearly reduced to ashes, and has not
since regained its former greatness.—
The old men expressed desires fur peace,
and listened with attention to the
preaching of the Word. May the Lord
lead them into the light of Ilis truth,

Aug. 11.—A zloomy morning. About
11 o’clock ealled on the chief, swhom I
found reclining in the door of his re-
ception room, fronting a small open
space, on either side of which were
covered porches for the reception of vis-
itors. In front of the whole was a
large court. DBehind him were his
wives, on his left, officers of State, &c.,
on his right a number of his subjects,
and on each hand an interpreter. I
dresw near to him, in the presence of his
people, and explained the ohject of my
visit. It will not do for me to give an
exact description of the scenes as it
would be regarded by most persons as
the exaggeration of enthusiaem. A few
words will suffice. The chicf requested
me to preach aloud to all ll‘lo people.—
I began with the Bible before me, and
gave the longest and most minute dis-
course I have preached in the country.
Itwaslistened towith marked attention,

and comprehended with considerable
accuracy. I then told them to ask any
question they saw fit. Our interview was
free and easy, and lasted about 2 hours.
To those who eame after the conclusion
of my remarks, an explanation was
given Ly one of the interpreters. Such,
for instance: Sin was brought into the
world by the devil, who deceived our
first parents, but that Christ had come
to destroy sin, that he was killed for us,
and there was now no more need for
sacrifice. T'o me this was one of the
grandest times of my lLfe. Oh, how
precious to preach to the dying heathen,
“the glorious gospel of the blessed
God.” T remained two days more
preaching and visiting, and examining
the town, the locality of which I con-
sider very unhealthy. A third visit to
the chief was interesting, and, I trust,
attended with profit. Some suggestions
respecting the improvement of the
health of the town were well received.

Aug. 14.—After a long day’s ride of
forty-five miles, reached Ijaye, about
sun-set; found all well, and the chief in
a state of rejoicing, in consequence cf
thie return of his sons, who were taken
prisoners in a late slave eatching party.
It scems a death Llow has been given
to thie war spirit. All seem satisfied. A
better day is dawning. The Lord has-
ten it.

Extract of a letter from Rev. A. D.
Philips.
Isave, Sept. 15, 1856.

This is the time for us to make a re-
port to the Board, but owing to the in-
clemeney of the weather, I have not
been able to do searcely anything,
though my health has been very good.
I feel that T could undergo as much ex-
posure here as in America, but I am
unwilling to risk it, lest I should bring
on sickness.,

During the quarter I have preacked
nearly, on an average, once a day.—
Muzh of the time, when I was afraid
to be preaching in the opening air, I
have spent in visiting and talking to
the people at their houses.
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The Commission,

RICIIMOND, DECEMBER, 1856.

THE PRESENT NUMBER

Of the Commission completes the first
half yearly instalment of our labors for
its patrons. If we may judge from the
many encouraging letters received, and
the favorable notices of the press, it has
not failed to meet the expectations of
its friends. "It is gratifying too, to be
able to state, that the list of subseri-
bers is constantly increasing; though
not so rapidly as is desirable, and as
we had hoped it would. Will not each
subscriber exert himself to send us the
names of other subscribers, with the
money ? 'This last is an important item.
e must pay the printer and the elerk,
and incidental expenses. Ilow can we
do it unless we are paid by the patrons
of the magazine? Our terin are *‘one
dollar per annum ; IN ADVANCE,” yetwe
are already sending the Commission to
quite 2 number who ordered it without
sending the money, and who have fail-
ed to send it since. We hope all such
will send what they owe at once. Gold,
or Post Office Stamps are preferable to
bank notes of less than $5. But any
good notes are preferable to nothing.—
Dear brethren, send us subseribers and
thé money, and we shall be encouraged
to labor yet more earnestly for your
benefit. P.

ST
o

THHE CONTENTS

Of this number will, we feel sure, repay
an attentive perusal. Our first artiele,
“The World Waiting for the Church,”
gives a rapid and graphic sketch of the
agitations which are upheaving society
—the eager longing after and restless
seeking for something Dbetter—which
mark the present era, and urges an ap-
peal to the church to meet these cra-
vings and efforts, which, it seems to us,
must make the heart of the Christian

throb with an irrepressible desire to do
more for blinded, misguided, yet hoping
Lumanity.

«J1.” does not overstate the grounds
for encouragement in the missions of
the Board. In China, and in Western
Afriex, we have abundant reason for
bope and labor. Central Africa is tru-
ly as a field waving in the richness of
luxuriant harvest, inviting us to gather
in its froits. The article which we
copy from the Southern Baptist, is from
the able and cautious pen of the Editor
of that valuable paper. One of a se-
ries which he has published upon the
subject, all of which are very interest-
ing. Inshowing the * Fitness of the
times for extending the gospel,” brother
'ustin does not deal in fancies, but in
facts—fucts pregnant with suggestions
of high and solemn import.

The letter of sister Crawford trans-
ports us to Shanghai, and familiarizes
us with the every day life of our inde-
fatigable missionaries there. We think
our sisters especially will thank us for
the publication of this letter; and we
trust it will excite in many a female
bosom a more tender and prayerful
sympathy with their sisters among the
heathen.

“(Central "African Missions’” is the
second of a scries of articles from the
pen of our devoted and beloved mission-
ary, Bowen. These articles will be read
with intense inierest by all whose hearts
are enlisted—and who of our readers
have not their hearts enlisted >—in the
evangelization of Central Africa. They
give us just the kind of information
needed to impart body and shape tothe
general statements, (wwhich have excited
our wonder, as much perhaps ns our
credence,) regarding the Yorubans, and
other inbabitants of Central Africa.

P.

Bl OO P PP

TIIE BAPTIST STATE CONVEN-
TION OF NORTII CAROLINA.
This was one af the most interesting

and liberal meetings we cver attended.
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It convened in Raleigh on Wednesday,
November 5th. By the kindness of the
Governor, the Commons Hall of the
State Capital was tendered to the use of
the Convention, and the greater part of
its sessions were held there.” The cour-
tesy of the Executive of the State was
the more acceptable, as none of -the
Churches of other denominations were
tendered to the Convention, and, Lut
for the use of the Iall, they would have
been without a comfortable place of
meeting, or else, a place for preaching
when the Convention was in session.
The Pastor of the Presbyterian church
requested the Committee on Religious
Services to send preachers to *preach
for him"” on Lordsday, and this was the
“full extent” of the courtesy of those
who are so fond of ringing the chan-
ges upon the “exclusiveness of Bap-
tists.””

‘We do not propose to write u history
of the Convention, or cven to give an
abstract of its proceedings. Of some
things however, we desire to make a
permanent record—our readers know
that the Comunission is intended to live
beyond to-day—because they are worthy
of such perpetuation.

1st. Then, the liberality of the breth-
ren was, so far as we know, unparal-
leled. About 341,000 were contributed
and pledged for various cbjects during
the meeting. Two brethren gave, each,
25,000 to a conditional subseription for
Wake Forest College, and 2,000, for a
house of worship in Raleigh, condition-
cd on raising for that object $20,0600.—
These brethren, we learn, gave, not long
since, some 37,000 each towards ereet-
ing a house for the church of which
they are members. We know that in
addition to the pledges given as above
stated, they paid during the meeting,
portions of the amounts raised for other
objects. These brethren are wealthy,
of course, or they could not contribute
so largely. But, from what we can learn
of their condition, we doubt not, we have
in our Southern churches niany as weal-

thy, and not a fow more wealthy miemlers
than they are. Why then are any of
our enterprises cramped and cripled for
want of funds? Let the consciences of
suek answer.—\Wuy?

While these pledges demand notice
because of the largeness of the amounts
and because it is so very encouraging
to see the rich bringing offerings, cor-
responding to theirwealth, te the treas-
ury of the Lord, yet we doubt notthere
were brethren who gave only a thous-
and, or a hundred dollars, yea less, who
exercised as truly a spirit of Christian
liberality and self-denial in what they
did, as these brethren. Every one seem-
ed willing, nay anxiocus to do something,
and many went “to their ability, yea,
verily, and beyond their ability”’ in the
estimation of a merely worldly pru-
dence. In this we greatly rejoiced. For
after all, while the magnificent dona-
tions of the rich are to Le encouraged,
and to Le acknowledged with gratitude
to God, we must rely mainly upon those
of moderate means for the money neced-
ed inreligious undertakings. The hard
handed, hard working yeomanry-—the
people—are our best supporters, under
God, and must continue to be until the
power of the Gospel has attained a much
greater triumph over the power of the
world than has yet Leen secured.

2. It is worthy of record that while
the brethren felt they had much to do
for their own state, and that they meant
to do it, yet they were not afraid to en-
courage efforts on behalf of others.—
The morning session—the best portion
of the day—of one of the best days of
the mecting, was appropriated, by reso-
lution of 2 previous day, almost exclu-
sively to the agent of the Dom. M, B,
and the secretary of the For. M. B. of

‘the S. B. C., and the appeals of these

brethren for aid was responded to by a
contribution in cash and pledges, of over
$1000. Our brethren secmed to think
there is truth in the declaration, ¢ He
that watereth shall be watered also him-
self,” and we are sure that their subse-
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quent experiences at ‘the Convention
will not cause them to change their
opinion,

We soraetimes attend meetings where
the bodies in session are so much en-
grossed with thelr own business, that
they have no time to hear an agent
plead the cause of missions.  They
either give him no opportunity, or “hus-
tle him into some corner”” of time when
there is no chance of doing justice to
his subject, or when they, themselves,
are resting from exhausting labors, and
therefore do not attend. Not so our
brethren in North Carolina. They gave
us the prime of the day, and the ear of
the Convention; and we think they
would all admit they found their ad-
vantage in doing so.

3. Another remark and we close.—
There was no ““ hobbyism”—the word
is expressive though not classical—
amony the brcthren. "hey were equal-
lthilling to hear of and to aid, Domes-
tic, Foreign and State missions, the Ed-
ucation of the ministry, building of
meeting houses, and publications. We
do not mean that they aided each equal-
1y, but that they gave their attention to
all, and aided each ois it seemed to them
tc require. There were, so far as we
found out, no Foreign Mission men—
State Mission men, or Domestie Mission
men. Buta number, some two hundred,
it was stated, of Universal Evangeliza-
tion men. Jesus Christ’smen. If the
brethren of N. Carolina shall only con-
tinue to exemplify the earnest, liberal,
Christ-like spirit manifested at the Con-
vention in Raleigh, * the wilderness and
the solitary place will” soon “be glad
for them ; and the desert rejoice and
blossom as the rose.” -P.
NS SOOI

THE HISTORY OF OUR MISSIONS.

We publish in this number, the con-
cluding article of the history of our
Liberia Missions. In our next number
we expect to commence the history of
our Chinese Missions; and when that
is completed, the history of the Central

Afriean Mission will fullow. Thesealso
will terminate with the Report for
1854-5.

We believe that, if our brethren will
readd these articles continuously, they
will find such manifest tokens of God’s
blessing upon the labars of our mission-
ariés as will greatly excite their grati-
tude, and stimulate them to increased
energy and prayerfulness for the salva-
tion of the heathen. The opinion so
commonly indalged, that the missions
of the S. B. Conveation have heen pecu-
liarly unprosperous and discouraging
must be entirely uprooted by a know-
ledge of fuets. God has blessed our ef-
forts, not so much as was to liave been
desired, but far beyond our deserts, and
as much as we had any reason to ex-
pect. Let us *“thank ITim, and take
courage.’”’ .

PP PO PP P I
LETTERS OF OUR MISSIONARIES.

The communications from our mis-
sionaries, in this number of the Com-
mission, contain encouraging informs-
tion. The arrival of Lrother Graves, at
Canton, in gocd health, is cause for de-
vout gratitude to IIim who ¢ holdeth
the winds in his fist,” and stilleth the
raging of the tempest. Our brother
enters upon his work with a devotion
intensified by the scenes of idolatry and
degradation around him.  Will not all
our readers unite in carnest and perse-
vering prayer for the preservation of his
life and for his abundant usefulness ?

The Journal of Rev. W. II. Clark re-
veals new aspects of interest and en-
couragement in Central Africa. The
truth is, that in every direction, our
missionaries there find tens of thous-
ands ready to receive the Gospel. What
shall they do? The little band, by the
utmost possible exertion, can reach on]y
a very small portion of those who are
nccessible to Christian instruction. Wk
WANT MORE MISSIONARIES ¥OR CENTRAL
Arrica. Wuo wiLL co?

From Monrovia we have the cheering.
intelligence of the completionofthe Semi-: -
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nary building. We may state here,
however, that it is found to be too small,
and that brother Day asks for an addi-
tional appropriation of five hundred dol-
lars for itscompletion. Reader, will you
notsendusan extra contribution towards
meeting this request? The funds of
the Board are burdened to about as
great an extent as can be met. We
need, very much need, an increase of
funds.

From Sierra Leo=e we have much to
encourage us. Recently established asis
our niission there, we are already per-
mitted to witness tokens ofi the Divine
favor. A successful mission at Sierra
Leone, will exert 2 most salutary influ-
ence upon all our other African mis-
sions—especially those in Yoruba. If
we had an efficient, intelligent church
there, our brethren could easily secure,
from among its members, assistants for
their work in Yoruba, far preferable to
any that can now Le obtained.

O what Christian can read the cheer-
ing news which, issue after issue, we
publish in the Journal and Commission
without being filled with gratitude and
Joy, and excited to more fervent prayer
and increased liberality to spreed the
news of salvation in China and Afriea!

“ Fly abroad thou mighty gospel!

“Go and conquer, never ccase!”

P.

Other Rissions.

AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION
UNION.

Mavulmain.—Dr. Wade writes from
Maulmain, July 18, that the number of
pupils in the Theological Seminary is
now 48. They are .Tl_ young men, of
much promise. Dr. Wade expresses
the opinion that if the funds cannot be
secured to sustain a foreign ministry
among the Burmans and Karens, the
next best thing to be done is to support
vigorously a large and thorough theo-
logical school, so that all among the na-
tive Christians whomn the Spirit of God

inclines to the work may be fully in-

structed in the truths of the Bible, that
titey may he able ministers of the word
of God, qualified to lead the churches
in matters of faith and practice, with-
out the supervision of a foreign teacher.
1 fecl confident that the course of in-
struction now pursued in the school
will, with the grace of God, qualify
many of the pupils to do this, provided
the school is enabled to carry out the
plan of instruction we have adopted.”
| Macedonian.

Langoon.—We learn from Dr. Daw-
son, July 18, that Ko En, the native
wastor, had baptized the preceding

ord’s day, a young woman of British
parentage. The ordinance was witness-
ed by an unusual number of natives.

A careful investigation as to the
number of church members actually
connected with the Rangoon Burman
church results in showing that the
whole number in good standing is not
over fifty-five. The whole number bap-
tized in connection with the Rangoon
church from 1813, the beginning of the
mission, to June 1850, is 227 ; received
from other churches 25; dismissed 92;
died, excluded or suspended, during the
same period, 60 ; persons not regularly
attending worship, 29; members who
cannot be found, 17; somec of these may
be in various parts of the country, but
their present abode cannot be traced.
The materials for forming the new reg-
ister were very defective, and errors
may yet appear. DBut one Burmese
Christian, who walks worthy of his pro-
fession, resides at Kemmendine, and
three or four at Pazoondoung. At
Kaubet, thirteen or fourteen native
Christians frequently kold meetings for
worship, and have always appeared
well when they have been visited.—10

Henthada.—Mr. Crawley, under date
of July 16, reports the baptism of an-
other Burman. The Burmese church
at Hent_ada now numbers six—five
males and one female. An assistant
with two converts had recently visited
the two aged members of the church
residing at Obo. On their return they
gave a good account of the two breth-
ren, and of the manner in which their
preaching had been received.

Mr. Thomas vwrites that the normal
school, in connection with which he is
much employed in the rainy season, be-
sides preaching almost daily to visitors,
numbers twenty pupils. As many more
were sent back to the jungles, because
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there was a lack of means for their sup-

port. The school is one of great inter-
est.  ““DMost of the scholars 20 months

since were in heathen darkness. With-
in that period they have been hopefully
converted, and have learned to read and
write,” and are now employed in attain-
ing knowledge of a more advanced
character. Some of them have families
which they have left behind, in order to
be at Henthada that they may become
prepared to preach the gospel. Both
the school and many of the native
preachers are supported by the contri-
butions of friends in Burmah. There
are pleasing indications of spiritual
prosperity in some parts of the Ilen-
thada field, and the hope is warranted
“that more will soon Le numbered
among the people of God.”’—71b.

Germany.—Mr. Oncken writes from
Basel, Switzerland, Sep. 12, as follows :

“I have attended during the summer,
the Conferences of three assveiations;
that for Prussia, held in July at Berlin,
for the north-west, at ITalsbeek in Au-
gust, and for the south and middle
states. at Zurich in the present month,
A spirit of sweet harmony characterized
all the conferences. Qur present finan-
cial emergency too was pressed on the
attention of the brethren, and I do not
doubt the churches will do their utmost
to sustain the mission.

“To-morrow I proceed to Muhlhau-
sen, in Elsass, where a church is to be
organized. From Muhlhausen I gointo
Wurtemburg,. where we hope soon to
receive considerable additions. On the
21st inst., 1 anticipate being at Frank-
fort and Offenbach, with a view of form-
ing a church there also, and on the 28th
inst., with Bro. Kobner, at Barmen,
when the new chapel will be opened.—
In the ensuing week I purpose visiting
Amsterdam and Rotterdam, as at the
latter place several believers have been
waiting for sume time to be baptized.
After having spent two or three weeks
at home, I shall start, towards the close
of O:tober, for my bezging tour to Eng-
land and Secotland, from which I fear, I
shall not return till February, 1857.”

Baptism of the motler of a native
preacher ~While prosecuting his preach-
ing tours among the villages, Mr. Ward
returned occasionally to Gowahati to
spend the Sabbath.” On one of these
occasions he- had the pleasure of ba

tizing the mother of the native preach-.

er.—_Wissionary Magazine,

Church organized at Varel.—Mr.
Oncken writes that on the 19th of Juné
he went, in company with Messrs. Rem-
mers and Iaese, to Varel, to aid in the
constitution of a church.

For many years my prayer for the
salvation of my native town was appa-
rently unanswered. But often when a
desired object scems farthest from us,
it is nearest.  Even in Varel the Lord
is beginning to reveal his power, and
there 1s a shaking among the dry bLones.
Here, where fifty-six years ago I first
saw the light of this world and where T
spent mp youth fur from God, to-day I
was to have the joy of founding a
house—not such as 1 wished in the
days of my childhood, a house made
with hands—but a temple of God, built
of living stones, selected by the great
Builder "himself. My heart was filled
with inexpressible gratitude, when, on
the 20th July, I was permitted to form
the brethren here into a church, and to
induct their chosen pastor, Br. Haese,
into his office by the laying on of hands.
The Lord continue to lift up the light
of his countenance upon the little
churceh, and grant it continual increase.

Macedonian,

New Church at Seefeld—On the
23rd of July a church was organized
at Scefeld, where the Lord has crowned
the labors of his servants with his
blessing. The conference of the Bap-
tist churches of north-western Germany
was held this year on the 23rd and 24th
of June in Eimbeck. On the 224 July
a conference was held also in Halsbeck.,

In no other part of Germany has the
gospel won greater triumphs than in
aldenbnrg, where many privileges are
conceded by the government, and we
experience much forbearance. Not
only are our six churches suffered to
exist unmolested, but they are also free
from all oppressive enactments.—10.

T'he Miller's child and the Testament.
Mr. Ansti of Schonwiese, a German
colporteur, gives in the Missfonsblatt for
July an interesting journal of 2 tour
performed for the sale of bibles and re-
ligious books,—from which we trans-
late a few items:

Love:feast—DBaptism at midnight.—
On Monday, March 24, went to fRossi-
ten to a love-feast. The company,
numbering about thirty, had singing on
the way, and found brethren and friends
from all the stations and from the
church in Stolzenburg. The room was
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crowded, and we had a blessed day. We
spent also the greater part of the night
in prayer and singing, in conversation
and speeches, and in making collections
for the mission. About midnight four
souls were admitted by baptism into the
church. One of these was n farmer’s
daughter from Cromartzeu, a town
which has long inspired hope. Doubt-
less more from the same place will in
like manner follow Christ. OQOur faith-
ful Saviour prepared for us a joyful oe-
casion. Bless the Lord, O my soui, and
all that is within me, bless his holy
name. Itwas hard to part, Instead of
the crowing of the cock and the watch-
man’s eall, we should rather have wel-
comed the sound of the trump, sum-
mouning us to the marriage supper of
the Lamb. :

Through divine merey, I have heen
permitted the present quarter to preach
the word thirty-feur times in different
places. I have made some Lundreds
of visits with a brother, distributed full
1,000 tracts, and put into circulation 96
bibles and 60 testaments.—Ib.

China~—An interesting religious
awakening has occurred at Canton, in
connection with the hospital of Dr.
{Iobson, of the London Missionary So-
ciety. This hospital generally num-
bers about forty patients. Duaring the
closing months uf! the last year, an un-
usual interest was manifested in the
morning prayers, and other services.
The attention of the people and their
carnest inquiries greatly encouraged
the missionaries and assistants. The

atients in the hospital were often
ieard repeating portions of Scripture,
and the colporteur was sometimes seen
explaining the truth by night to a 1l.s-
tening group. Inquiry mectings were
held for several weeks, and in the month
of December twenty offered themselves
as candidates for admission to the
church. ‘T'en of them, seven men and
three women, were accepted, and on
the second Sabbath in January joined
witht the people of God. ‘The other ten
were advised to continue longer under
preparatory instruction.

The German mission stations over
against Hong Kong, are an ohject of
much interest. The remotest of them
is about a day distant. The missiona-
ries are six in number, several of whom
adopt the Chinese dress, and all but one
of whom practice medicine. They are
permitted to reside in three villages for
the sake of their medieal skill, and

from these centres they make tours of
several weeks duration. In this way
they have visited nearly a hundred vil-
lages, and wherever a company gathers,
they seize the opportunity to proclaim
the message of salvation. About two
hundred have forsaken idolatry and
placed themseclves under Christinn in-
struction, and at least a2 handred afford
reasonable greund to hope that they
have passed from death unto life.

Southern India.—'TheJournal of Mis-
sions reports that the Bishop of Madras
has recently visited the Tinnevelly and
Travancore missions of the Church Mis-
sionary Society. e “travelled, in two
months, about twelve hundred miles,
visited more than thirty stations, and
addressed at least sixteen thousand na-
tive Christians.” Ile writes, “I kave
never made 2 tour in which I have felt
so fully the importance of the work
which is going on, and in which I have
reason to believe the hand of the Lord
was more visibly put forth in manifes-
tations of mercy and goodness, than on
the late occasion. I confirmed between
two and three thousand converts; held
two ordinations, in which there were
seventeen candidates for orders, eizht
of whom were natives; gave addresses
at all the stations to the native cate-
chists; examined the schools; and con-
secrated two churches. We often trav-
elled through the nights, and held =er-
vizes in the day. But amidst the fa-
tigzue and heat (for the weather became
very hot before we had finished our
journey) our spirits were refreshed by
secing how great things the Lord was
doing for the heatlien; and we forgot
vur toil in the glorious work which we
were permitted to witness, and, in some
measure, to share in. It must indeed
have been a cold heart that could see
such things and not r¢joice in them.”

South-FEastern Africa.—The mission
of the English Wesleyan Society at Na-
tal in South-eastern Afriea was com-
menced ten years ago in a district en-
tirely uncultivated. Wars had awept
oft );3' thousands the former inhabitants,
and at the founding of the mission not
a native kraal was to be found withina
distance of ten miles. The tribe of o
chief, who urged the loecation of the
mission at this point, immediately re-
moved thither, and now a dense popu-
Iation extends forty or fifty miles in all
directions. The progress of civiliza-
tion under the influence of Christian
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instruction is marked and pleasing.—
But the progress of the effects of the
eospel is still more so.  Severnl are em-
bodied in the church, whose lives show
furth the praise of God.

Cape Palmas.—A. good and hopeful
work of grace is said to he progressing
at Cape Palmas, in connection with the
Episcopal Mission, Of the heathen of
the native towns surrounding Cavalla,
thirty or furty have rccently cast in
their lot with the people of God, anil
show much consisteney and zeal. Some
who joined the church a few years ago
have stood faithful in the midst of per-
secution, holding family worship in
their huts morning and evening, and
gathering in as many as they can per-
suade to join in the devotions.

r ww o

BOOK NOTICGES.
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p&7=We invite Publishers to send us
such Looks as are worthy of notice. The
CodssioN has a considerable and in-
ereasing circulation among pastors and
other reading men at the South, and we
shall take pleasure in bringing gocd
Looks to the notice of our patrous.

Tueoposia Erxest; or Heroine of Faith.
Nashville, Tenn.: Graves, Marks &
Rutland. New York: Sheldon, Blake-
& Co.

We have reccived from the author
this interesting and valuable work.—
We read portions of it as they were is-
sned in the Tennessee Baptist, and sinece
the publieation of the bLook, had occa-
sionully looked over some of the chap-
ters. Since receiving the copy from
the author we have found time to give
it a thorough perusal. We had hefore
been pleased with what we had read,
but had no just appreciation of the in-
terest and value of the work. It at-
tracts the mind with the fascination of
a novel, but the interest of the narra-
tive only fixes the attention upon the
argument. The author has cvidently
no mean capacity as a writer of fictiun,
but be displays even superior ability for
close analysis and correct reasening.—
It is one of the fairest and most conclu-
sive, and certainly the most attractive
argument we have read upon the sub-
jects—Baptism and Communion, Itis
written in a kind and courteous spirit.
There is nothing to offend the moest re-
fined taste or delicate sensibility.

Buay the book and read it, and we are
sure you will desire to promote 1ts cir-
culation. .

MISCELLANY.

Correk has propagated along a great
extent of the African coast, and grown
without culture for many years. It is
not known whether it is indigenous or
whether it was introduced by the Span-
ish and Portuguese.

FriexoLy IsLaxps.~—The whole New
Testament and the greater part of the
Old has been traunslated and printed
in the language of Tonga (Friendly
Islands). ‘The setting up of the types,
the printing and binding, are all the
fruit of native industry.

Trape oF Arrica.——Not less than one
hundred ships trade regularly between
British ports and the coast of Afriea,

ud a regular line of steamers plies be-
ween England and Liberia, and other
settlements on the coast. The annual
exports from Western Africa to Europe
;we estimated at fifteen willions of dol-
ars.

For rue Girts—A Worp ox Dress.
It is not your neat dress, your expensive
shawl, or golden ringed fingers that at-
tract the attention of men of sense.—
They look beyond these. It is your
character they study. If you are tri-
fling and loose ia conversation—no
matter if you are as beautiful as an an-
gel—you have no attraction for them.
It is the true loveliness of your nature
that wins and continues to retain the
atfections of the heart. Young ladies
sadly miss it who do not labor to im-
prove their wminds. Fools may be won
by gewgaws and fashionable, showy
dresses, but the wise and substantial
arc never caught by such traps. Use
pleasant and agreeable language, and
though you may not be courted by a fup,
the good and truly great will love to
linger in your steps.

*“Out or Tue MouTns or BABEs.’—
The late Mr. Ingalls on a certain ocea-
sion, reported the case of a little boy
connected with the wmission school in
Akyab, who displayed unusual know-
ledge of divine things and a marked
intrepidity in coming forward publicly
and asking for baptism. I was much
affected, he says, as the little lad came
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out publicly on the Sabbath, and with
a composed countenance made the re-
quest. “Why, my boy, do you wish
for baptism?’ **Because Christ Las
commanded it,”’ said he. “Who is
Christ?”” “Ile is the Son of God, who
came into this world and died upon the
cross, that whosoever believeth on him
might not perish but be saved.”” This
answer was given with such an empha-
sis that it produced n deep effect upon
my mind and also upon most present.,
Who could withhold the voice of joy,
when babes in a heathen land lisp forth
praises to the Crucified?

Preacning 1y CHiNxa—In many
lands, and  even in some places in our
own, it is not an easy thing to draw

cople within the sound of the gospel.
Y’ridc, prejudice, superstition, and other
causes, work together with the dislike
which the unconverted feel to the reli-
eion of the Bible, in keeping them at a
distance from those who make known
its holy and humbling truths. DBut this
is not the case in China. There thou-
sands and millions are ready to hear, at
least, the wonderful things which the
missionary wishes to tell them. And
it is a rare thing for him to want a con-
gregation, if he lets the people know
when and whero he is going to preach.
Nor is this the case merely in the five
sorts where English teachers are allow-
ed to dwell. As they can now travel
hundreds of miles into the interior of
China, and crn deliver their message
without fear or hindrance in every town
and village through which they pass,
and as in thuse places they ean ecasily
collect.a large congregation, they have
oppertunities of dving good which are
gearcely to be found elsewhere.

Jur. Miss. Mag.

Trrorrice or THe Curistrax Crerce.
When a Christian Church ceases to
ecek the conversion of the world, she
forgets the commission under which all
true churches have been formed. She
puts her_ light under a bushel. She
compromises her Christian character.
Slke forgets the only principle by which
she has bLeen raised to the dignity of a
Christian Chureli.  All the stars that
are in Christ’s right hand must shine.
1Ie intended that his Church should not
only be a fold of safety, and a scilwol of
instruction, and a place of healing for
ali who take refuge within her sacred
sale, but that she should be his witne=s

to the world; and, by a constant sys-

tem of evangelieal aggression upon the
dominions of sin, call sinners cut of the
world into communion with himsclf.—
The cause of our Redeemer is one—one
in all the earth, and, in proportion as
it is strengthened there, it is strength-
ened here.— Wesleyan Mission Notices.

Sy1Les axp Frowxs.—Whieh will you
do—smile, and make your housebold
happy, or be crabbed, and make all
those young ones gloomy, and the elder
ones miserable? The amount of hap-

iness you can produce is incalculable,
if you show o emiling face, a kind
heart, and speak pleasant words.—
Wear a pleasant conntenance; let joy
beam in your eyes, and love glow on
your furehead. There is no joy like
that which springs from a kind actora
pleasant deed ; and you will feel it at
night when you rest, at morning when
you rise, and through the day when
about your business.—Home Journal.

Tlawarran  Missiovary  SoCIETY.—
During the year 1855, the Mirconesian
mission, =nder the charge of the Ame-
rican Board of Commniissioners, cost
§4,984 G0; of this sum the Hawaiian
Missionary Society paid $3,441 87.

Tue Deatit Oceax.—~The number of
distilleris in the United States is 1,217
capital invested, $8507,674; persons
employed, 6,140 ; Lushels of grain con-
sumed, 17,058,490; the amount of
liquor manufactured is equal to about
four gaullons each per annum for every
man, woman and child of cur whole
population-

IrrELIGION AND Prorricacy or Low-
pox, ExcrLaxp.—There are said to be
in the city of London, 1,400,000 persons
who never attend publicworship; 150,-
000 habitual drunkards; 150,000 per-
sons living in open profligacy; 30,000
destitute children; 5,000 receivers of
stolen gouds.

A Parrery ror Mercmants.—Rerv.
Mr. Poor, in a recent address, spoke as
follows:

« A gentleman, who had retired from
business, stated to me the other day in
conversation, his desire to go into busi-
ness again. And it was for the simple
reason of being able to obtain larger
means for devoting to Lenevolent and
religious cbjeets. Tt is a pattern which
numbers who ure now lyingcn the oars
in the midst of abundance, would do
well to imitate—to labor for the one
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ereat parpose of conseerating our acqui-
sitious unto the Lord, whi.se we are.”

When will Christiann business men
learn that it is just as much their dury
to make money for Christ’s cause. ns it
is a preacher’s duty to preach?  Bvery
taleat belongs to the Lord, and so long
as money is needed to earry on religions
and benevolent operations, so long
ought those who can make money to do
it for this very purpose.

OvERWORKING THE BratN.—An intel-
ligent writer in one of our large cities
gives a note of wakning which nuiny, in
the present excitement and rush of our
country, would do well to heed. “In
oune of our lunatic asylums,”” he says,
¢ there are now several gentlemen, all
of whom were one year ago in full
health and active business, and in each
of these cases mental aberration is trace-
able directly to overworking the brain.
They arc men of wealth and social em-
inence, and, until their sad afiliction,
were distinguished for usefulness in the
church and the:community. But to
these we must aild perhaps thousands
of cases in which premature old age, or
permanent ill-health, and mental imbe-

cility, have arisen from similar eauses.”

Prosress 1x Reuicious Freenow.—
The Loudon Times acknowledges frank-
ly, in an article on religion in the Bri-

ish Colonies, that the voluntary sup-
port of religious institutions amoeng a
truly religious people, must be not only
practicable, butinevitable, and not only
this, but efficient and successful. The
only condition needful, is to withraw
State assistanee wholly and forever, and
throw the responsibility upon the peo-
ple, where it will surely be met. Inthe
mother country, while they have the

tate Establishment, they will not effi-
ciently sapport a Free Church; and,
adds the Times, * we have got our es-
tablishment, and now that we have got
it; we intend to keep it.”” But ¢ wher-
ever our colonial empire spreads, the
voluntary principle will go with it.—
t No State aid to religion,’ is the watch-
word everywhere except at home.”

A NEw sPeEciEs ofF SiLk-Wory exists
Aimong the Yorubas in Central Africa,
from which the natives spin a very fine
thread. A\ single cocoon is several
inches in diameter. ‘This may perhaps
form an important contribution to com-
‘Therce and the appliances of civilization.

“Tue Norvaxs.—The Normans came

out of France into England worse men
than when they went into it, one bun-
dred and sixty years before.  They had
lost their own language, and Jearned
the Romanee or barbarous Latin of the
Gauls, and had a2equired with the lan-
ruage, all the viees it had names for.—
Fhie Conauest has obtained in the Chron-
icle the name of the * Memory of Sor--
row.” Twenty thousand thieves landed
at Hasting. These founders of the
House of Lords were greedy and fero-
cious dragoous, sons of greedy and fero-
cious pirates. They were all alike, they
took everything they could carry, they
burned, harried, viofnted, tortured and
killed, until everything English wasg
brought to the verge of ruin. Such,
however, is the illusion of antiquity and
wealth, that decent and dignified men
now existing boast their descent from
these filthy thieves, who ghowed n fair
juster conviction of their own merits, by
assumingfor their types the swine, oat,
Jjackal, leopard, woif and snake, which
they severally resembled.— Einerson.

I1xnoo MarrIaGE Laws.—The Times
Caleutta Correspondent says:—*“The
Government has finally determined to
limit the practice of polygamy by legis-
Iative enactment. A Bill for that pur-
pose will be introduced by M. Grant,
and will be supported. The Hindoo
whose wife is barren, or bears only
daughters, takes another. This will
still be permitted, but every other form
of polygamy will be prohibited.” i

Currous Statistics o Rags.—Itisa
fact that nearly two thirds of the rags
annually imported to the United States
from all foreign countries, come from
Italy. The reason of this is, that the
Turks, Greeks, and Syrians use vast
quantities of cheap cotton cloth; and
the whole coast is swept by Greek and
Italian coasting smacks, who trade for
the rags which country pedlars colleet,
and take thence to Genoa and Trieste.
They are thence, with their own coun-
try’s supply, shipped to Americu, be-
cause there being no free press and free
Looks printed in Italy, there is no home
demand to work the rags up into paper.
No country where the mass of the pop-
ulation read and write can afford to ex-
port rags, Ilence rags and cuxtom-
hous» returns yield a clue to the actual
state of society. No Protestant coun-
try exports rags, oely Roman Catholie
countries can afford to do that business.
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