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For the Commission.

TO PASTORS.

Suaxcual, August 30th, *56.

Dear Brethren,~—What ean be dono,
and where shall we begin, to increase
the efiiciency of the churches? This
is an inquiry of vital importance.
Upon the manner and spirit in which

. you respond to it, hangs the weal or

wo of millions of immortal souls. The
Lord Jesus Christ committed that gos-
pel, which Paul said, “is the power of
God unto salvation, to every one that
believeth,” fo Lis church; and com-
manded that church to make it known
to every creature. We know from
history, that, from the day of our
Lord’s ascension to the present time,
this gospel of reconciliation has been
made known to the nations, who now
rejoice in the blessings of civil and
religious liberty, by the instrumen-
tality of the church. Thus we =ee,
both from the Word of God and from
the history of the past, that our Lord
intends to convert the world to himself
by the instrumentality of Ilis church.

In view of the above implied charge,
(that the church is not as efficient as it
should be,) I beg you will take in re-
view the present state of the world,—
and the improbability of its soon being
won to Christ by the present policy of
the church. Iow many regions of our
own happy America are destitute of a
stated ministry? Look to the thous-
ands around you, and the tens of thous-
ands annually flocking to your shores,

who are destitute of a knowledge of
Jesus’ saving power! Look to the
Indians on your borders—to Mexico
and the Central American States south
of you! How many fields in Europe,
are waiting for the sower? Cast your
eye across the Atlantie, to Africa; is
that vast field supplied? .And then
condescend to look upon this far off
land of darkness (this great stumbling
block to all Mission Boards). And
when you look to China, I want you
not to think of the five ports; but to
remember, the number of souls in this
land, to which we have, or could have
access, is equal to the enfire population
of the whole United States! Now, is
the church prepered with men and
means, to occupy these several fields
as Christian benevolence requires? Far
Jrom it. Then it is evident that the
church is not as efficient as it should be.
The all-absorbing question is, what can
be done, to make it a more effectual
agency, in accomplishing one of the
great objects for which it was consti-
tuted? Let every one, in the fear of
God, proceed to give a practical answer
to this inquiry. )

A higher degree of personal piety in
the members of a church, would doubt-
less greatly increase the. usefulness of
that church. And the success of any
church, in the use of those means of
grace which God has placed in its
power, to bring about this glorious end,
is generally in proportion to its efforts.
Every intelligent and candid observer
of passing events must be constrained
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to confess, that some churches are much
more zealous—exert a moredecided reli-
gious influencoon society, and contribute
much more largely for the spread of
the gospel at home and abroad, than
others of equal numerical strength, and
perhaps of superior wealth., It is
also equally apparent that, in many
instances, the same churches, under
their present active pastors, are now
much more efficient, in every good
work, than formerly. Every one will
be able to recur to instances illustrative
of the above remarks. It is, then, de-
monstrable that the piety and efficiency
of a church may, by the use of thosc
means which God has ordained, be
greatly increased.  And further, it may
be set down as a general rule, that the
efficiency of a church will depend much
upon the piety and zeal of its members;
and the piety and zeal of its members
will, in a great degree, depend upon
the personal piety, zeal and activity of
its pastor! Then, before we can ex-
pect any very great increase in the ef-
ficiency of the church, there must be
an increase in the efficiency of the
ministry! Ilere let all wko desire to
sce the gospel preached to every crea-
ture, begin the work of reform.

To set forth eminent personal piety,
zeal andintelligence, as qualities highly
essential in the rising ministry, to meet
the prospective demands of the church,
is a work I would respectfully com-
mend to the attention of an abler pen.
The point, to which I venture to call
the immediate attention of my breth-
ren in the ministry, is, the fimporiunce
of a thorough self-examinalion in re-
gard to the true characler of the rela-
tion they sustain to their churckes, and
the obligations growing out of these re-
lations. Ministers of the gospel are,
in an espeeial manner, a pezuliar peo-
ple—chosen, by God from among the
great mass of mankind, and sent as
ambassadors to His churches, to be the

‘interpreters of s word, to make
known His will to man, and to be ex-

amples to Hispeople in every good word
and work. It would be well for every
one to realize that these peculiar re-
lations involve peculiar responsibilities.
You, my dear brother, have the pastoral
charge of one, two, or more churches,
situated, it may be, in the country, in
the midst of a dense population of al-
most every complexion of moral char-
acter. Ilow can you better estimate
the extent and weight of responsibility
which you have assumed, in accepting
the call of these churches, than by
carefully considering the objects and
ends of the church; and the availa-
bility of your charge, for the accom-
plishment of these ends?  An officer
under government, who accepts the
command of a eertain mimber of men,
cither for defensive or aggressive war-
fare, incurs responsibilitics in propor-
tion to the force under his command,
and the magnitude of interests com-
mitted to him. In view of the incum-
bent obligations, common sense would
dictate that the first duty of such an
officer would be, to examine into the
state of his command, to see if his men
had undergone the training necessary
to fit them for eflicient service; and if
found deficient, to drill them till they
were thoroughly acquainted with mili-
tary tactics as well as skilled in the
use of their weapons of warfare. e
who should neglect to act thus, and
fail to accomplish the object of his mis-
sion, would be justly chargeable with
the failure. If, then, great responsi-
bility attaches itself to such a com-
mand, where the interest of a State
only is concerned, what shall we say of
him who, in accepting the call of
churches, has set himself for the de-
fence of the gospel, has become the
leader and teacher of whele communi-
ties, in matters that concern the cternal
interest of the immortal soul. Can
you contemplate yourself as the centre
of religious light and influence, and as,
in a manner, responsible for the souls
within a certain circumference, without



THE COMMISSION.

195

feeling that you have assumed an aw-
ful amount of respounsibility ; and that
you need much wisdom and grace to
ennble you to meet your obligations!
For whether you regard the church as
an organization for the edification and
spiritual growth of its individual mem-
bers, or as an instrument, in the hand
of God, for the conversion of the world,
the most superficial examination will
be quite sufficient to show that much
has yet to Le done befure it attains to
perfection in the one case, or is pre-
pared for eflicient service in the other.

Now, if there be one truth more
clearly made known in the Bible than
another, it is this, that God intends
 good to man—that the gospel of recon-
ciliation was given, not for a favored
few, but for the whole family of man,
and that it is not only God’s will, but
Ilis command, that Ilis church make it
known to all nations. The command
is, “Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.”
In view of the responsibilities which
rest upon you, as an ambassador of
Christ, to whom this command is given,
does it not become you, who, in having
the oversight of a portion of Christ’s
effective force, have been placed to
“watch for souls as they who must
give an account,” to examine into the
state of your eharge, to see if your peo-
ple are in a conditivon to render efficient
service in the great warfare in which
they haveenlisted? In conducting this
examination, let every member be
brought to the standard. Much better
do it now, than to wait till the day of
judzment. Iave they all ¢ put on the
whole armor of God,” as described by
the Apostle in the Gth chapter of
Ephesians? Are their feet ““shod with
the preparation of the gospel of peace ;”
and do they evince this by a readiness
to engage in every good work? Are
they skilled in the use of “the sword
of the spirit, which is the Word of
God?” Are they “strong in the Lord,
and in the power of his might?” Are

their faith and knowledge such as will
enable them “to stand against the
wiles of the wicked?”’” Are they, in
every way, both in doctrine and in
practice, fitted to contend “against
principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high
places?”  And arc they, in view of the
fearful array of spiritual enemies with
which they have to contend, in the
habit” of * praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the spirit,
and watching thereunto with all perse-
verance and supplication for all saints?*?
From this last, it would seem, that the
Cliristian soldier, (who is supposed to
be equipped,) in order to secure the
moral force of the presence of the cap-
tain of his salvation, is required to pray
“with all prayer.”” All prayer in-
cludes public prayer; family prayer;
prayer in the closet, or secret prayer;
cjaculatory prayer, while engaged in
the business of each day; prayer for:
onc’s own purification, for the conver-
sion of sinners, and for the spread of
the gospel over the whole earth.
What report, dear brother, have you
to make, after examining your
churches by the light of God’s holy
Word? Do you not find things much
worse than you expected? I venture
to say, that in too many instances, you
find a large number of your members
living in the necglect of almost all
prayer; and consequently, in their
intercourse with the world, exerting a
very doubtful religious influence,—
that they are almost wholly ignorant
of what Christ requires of them, as his
purchased people, in accomplishing his -
plans of mercy to mankind,—that they
have never been made acquainted with
the extent and condition of the heathen
world, nor with their obligations to con-
tribute, in some way, to the alleviation
of their hopeless condition ; and that,
consequently, they have no well organ-
ized system for receiving and disburs-
ing the benevolence of the church.
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Now, brethren, this is no picture of
the imagination. I know, and you
knoir, that this state of things actually
exists in a large majority of our
churchez. IMonorable exceptions there
are, but they are, alas, too few. A
minister of the gospel is called to take
a pastorate. Ie accepts, and enters
upon the discharge of his duties. All
seem happy in their new relations.
After a while here comes along an
agent for some benevolent institution.
Many of the brethren would much
rather he had not come; hut, to make
the best of a disagreeable affair, they
hear his speech, take up a small col-
lection, (no free will offering to the
Lord,) and after many excuses for the
smallness of the sum, they send him
on his way, mourning. During the
vear butlittle is said about the Saviour’s
commission, till a month or so before
the session of the State Convention, or
General Association, when it becomes
necessary to arrange for, and appoint
delegates to said anniversary. On this
occasion the pastor is expected to preach
a sermon on missions ; after which the
members of the church proceed te give
of thelr substance, (I will not say, as
the Lord has prospered them,) about as
much as they did last year. After this
the brethren, as a chureh, expect to Le
exempted from further taxation on this
score, till the next anniversaries. Now
tlere is no use of my entering upon a
labored argument to show that the
work of missions cannot Le successfully
prosccuted in this manner. - Every one
must see that a work, requiring constant
expenditure, demands a regular sup-
ply; and if it be deemed expedient to
enlarge that work, the supply must in
like manner be increased.

I implore you, dear Lrethren, in view
of the present state of things at home,
and the increasing demand for laborers
abroad, to strive to place your several
churches on a more efficient footing., I
do not mean by this that you should,
at once, demand of your churches to

give more liberally for the support of
the gospel, (though this is highly de-
sirable.) The change necessary, in
order to Le permanent, must commence
far enough back to affect the motive
that prompts to benevolent actions,
The praying Christian is the active,
the bencrolent Christinn. In all his
benevolent operatious, he acts from a
principle of love to God and man. Hav-
ing laid his offering upoen the altar. he
digs about and waters it with his
prayers. Such seed will bring forth
fruit.

I suppose you have many members
who never pray, except a mental assent
to the prayer of others uttered in their
presence. And I venture to predict
that more than one half of the heads
of families, in your churches, never
pray with and for their fumilies; while
many stay away from the prayer meet-
ing from fear of being called upon ‘to
pray. Now what are we to think of
the religious state of mind of such
brethren? Are there any grounds for
supposing that they pray in seeret? If
they really communed with God in
secret, would it not manifest itself to
others? Does not love to God Leget
love for man? Yea, is not the first
breath of a new-Lorn babe in Christ a
prayer for the szlvation of others?
With this state of feeling and practice

Ay

in the church, how can we expect the

world to be converted through its in-
strumentality 2 If brethren and sisters
have not a sufficiently high apprecintion
of the blessings and hopes of the
zospel, to lead them to seek the salva-
tion of their own dear children and
those about them, how can we expeet

that they will feel any very great inter--

est in sending that gospel to the
stranger afar off?  The thing is un-
natural, and under existing circum-
stances, is without the hounds of hope.
Clirist enjoins upon you, as his ambas-
sadors, to teach your people “to ob-
serve all things whatsoever he has com-
manded.” Prayer is a duty—family
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prayer is a duty—otherwise how shall
we train our children “in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord.”” Upon
you, then, devolves the duty of initi-
ating this important, yea vital change
in the practice of your churches.
Having taught your people their duty
to thewmselves and families, it becomes
your duty to teach them their obliga-
tions to others. The diffusive charac-
ter of the Christian religion is abund-
antly maunifested in the Word of God.
Christ died for the whole world; and
having completed the work of redemp-
tion, he committed ¢ the word of recon-
ciliation,” Lis gospel, to his disciples,
‘“ as workers together with him,” with
the injunction that they should make
it known to all nations. Every man
and woman has an influence—and every
Christian ought to exert a religious in-
fluence. The most humble Christian,
if Le have the spirit of Christ, can do
some good. The Apostle says, ““As
we have therefore opportunity, let us
do good unto all men.”

In order that your people may have
enlarged opportunitics of doing good,
it becomes your duty to enlighten them,
as regards the extent and deplorable
condition of the heathen world. - I do
not intend to insult the intelligence of
your congregation, but it is a fact that
many of your church members are not
aware that a large proportion of the
human family are living in a state of
heathenism—worshiping gods, the work
of their own hands. The “ Ilome and
Foreign Journal,” or “The Commis-
sion,” if introduced among your peo-
ple, would throw light on this subject.

Having brought your furces up to
the working point, and given them
materials upon which to work, it de-
volves upon you to see that they have
a well organized system for collecting
and disbursing the contributions of the
church according to the wishes of each
contributor. This system should be
such a ono as will enlist the sympathies
of the most indigent member. The

widow’s mile was highly esteemed by
our Lord. I have a plan to propose for
universal adoption, ualess you can pro-
duce a better one. It is the Seripture
plan amplified. “Upon the first day
of the week let every one of you lay by
him in store, as God has prospered
him;" let the minimum be fixed at one
cent a week. Let each church have
made to order a small box, having three
compartments, each compartment hav-
ing a sliding top with an aperture in
each sufficiently large to admit one
silver dollar. Mark these apertures:
1. Foreign Missions. 2, Home Mis-
sion. 3. Education. Let this box be
taken to the church (by a committee
appointed by the church to take charge
and keep record of the benevolent fund)
at its regular meetings on Sabbath,
whether weekly or once a month. Let
the members take with them to church
what they have laid by in store, and
deposit it in that compartment which
they feel most inclined to favor. The
amount thus raised can be sent to its
destination quarterly. Ilere, then, is
the plan—one cent a week! Who will
adopt it? It has the advantage of be-
ing a Scriptural plan, All can take an
interest in it. Every one is to give as
the Lord has prosperea him; but it is
not to be supposed that this is less than
onecenta week. Though some churches
mect but once a month, yet each mem-
ber should, on the firet day of the week,
“lay by him in store,” his offering.
The object is to establish a principle.
We receive daily blessings, and should
we not make a weekly offering of our
substance to the Lord? Dear brethren.
will you not try to have this, or some
other good system, introduced into all
of our churches? The Lord bless and
prosper your efforts.

Yours in the gospel, .
M. T. YA}"ES\ )
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THE VALUE OF CALIFORNTA OR
CUBA, COMPARED WITH THE
VALUE OF IIUMAN SOULS.
What feartful obstacles are in the

way of the Missionary enterprise!—
At what enormous expenditure have we
accomplished results, comparatively in-
significant! Ilow many of our young
men, our strong men, our besf men
have perished in the work! Of ‘hon-
orable women’’ also, ‘“not a few” have
been laid upon the altar.

Is the result worth what we pay for
it 2 Besides the lives of our laborers,
look at the vast outlay of money.
Thousands have been expended on the
Central African mission alone; and
what is the result? Siz converts have
been baptized. And is that all? Isit
possible that all the missionary ser-
mons, and speeches, and agenecies, and
publications, and contributions, and
prayers, and labors, and lives, and
heart-breakings, for eight whole years,
have resulted in no more than this!

Such are the sentiments often boldly
avowed by those who have no sympa-
thy with the work. and such the mis-
givings which sometimes it is to be
feared lurk in the hearts of those re-
ally not destitue of the missionary
spirit. But let us gee how we and the
world reason upon other topics. A
few years ago California was annexed
to our Union. There was an acquisi-
tion of a large and valuable territory,
with a va amount of gold. The ex-
pense was that of a few millions of
dollars in money and some thousands
of lives. To say nothing of multitudes
of slaughtered Mexicans, rivers of
blood ran from the veins of our own
people. Among the victims were many
of our best citizens. They met violent
decath on the battle-field, or were wasted
away by sickness, hunger, thirst and
hardship. Thewidows and orphans who
were bereaved of their protectors in that
war, if all together would make an army
whose cry would rend the very heavens.

Such are the facts; and yet who

ever heard nan American ¢itizen regret
the expense of that war? Thousands
of our people were opposed to the war
at its inception, and still believe that it
was needless and iniquitous.  But now
that it is over, who ever hears anything
clse but congratulation upon the re-
sult? What ever of wrong there may
have been in the transaction is forgot-
ten, and the loss is forgotten, and notlk:-
ing is remembered nor thought of but
the splendid acquisition thus made to
our national fortunes.

Let us compare the outlay and the
income in this case, with those of the
Central African mission. Regard on
the one hand, a large portion o a con-
inent fullof gold mines, and on theother
a human soul redeemed and sanctified by
the blood of the atonement. That conti-
nent is but dust, and its gold is but
dust, and it, with all other dust, will
be burned up like chaff; and when it
shall have perished, and when the sun
that shone upon it shall have grown
dim with aze, even then will the soul
of man be but in the beginning of an
immortal existence. Our California
treasure we shall soon ccase to possess,
but the happiness of one soul united
to Christ will endure forever. Let
any man, whose mind is enlightened
by the gospel, decide upon the relative
value of these two objects. His mind
must be dark indeed, who would not
say that the acquisitions of the Mexi-
can war are utterly insignificant, and
not fit to be named in comparison with
the salvation of a single soul. Nay!
if all the missionary ecffort that has
been made, since the days of the apos-
tles down to the present hour, were to
bring eternal life to one solitary human
creature, the labor and the money
would be well invested.

Thus much for the results. Now
let us look at the expense. In the one
case four lives have been lost,—in the
other, thousands. As to money, the
amount expended in the Mexican war
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would evangelize, perhaps, the whole
continent of Africa. The missionary en-
terprise on that continent would proba-
bly not cost us much in ten centuries asa
dispute between twobelligerent nations,
about a piece of wilderness territory.

Suppose the Tsland of Cuba could be
annexed to the United States, without
any violation of right or national honor,
at an expense of twenty millions of dol-
lars and a thousand lives. Ilow read-
ily would the people of this country
lay down the price! What shouts of
congratulation should we hear, on se-
curing the beautiful island on such
ensy terms and at so low a rate!

Yet the very men who would join
in this chorus, when appealed to for
missionary aid, though the outlay of
life and money is nothing in compari-
son, will stop to question the wisdom
and propricty of the expenditure, Is
the value of a human soul less than
the value of Cuba? Is a whole race
of immortal spirits worth less than a
few acres of eartl’s surface? Will
one’s own happiness be morg pro-
moted by possessing a share of carthly’
treasure, than by having a share in the
salvation of one of God’s elect? Isit
better to unite with men in conquering
nations than to unite with Christ in
conquering the powers of darkness?
Will the well-being of the universe and
the glory of God, and the honor of
Christ, be more promoted by our hav-
ing a short-lived title to perishable
dust, than by the spread of that gospel
which brings life and immortality to
light? Shall we lavish millions of
dollars and thousands of lives for a
patch of ground that could be traveled
over'in a day, and yet murmur while
we dole out a pittance to evangelize
whole nations of human heinge ?

As to the loss of life in our ecnter-
prise, the loss is a gain. It is nothing
but natural life that has been lost.
Etcrnal life has been gained. Nor on
the whole will the perishing of our

laborers retard the work. It is an ir-

resistible argument to convince the
heathen of the disinterestedness and
benevolence of our intentions. Our
men are some of them dead, but their
work is not done. Their very bones
are eloquent, and declarc to the hea-
then and to the world, that the work of
the gospel is a work of love. What
could so command their sympathies,
their admiration and their reverence?
From the graves of Dennard and his
compeers there comes a small, still
voice, that whispers to the wondering
heathen, “The religion that prompted
these men to lay down their lives for
you is from heaven. See, in these, the
Spirit of Him who died for sinners.”
The Spirit and the power of the gospel
are, perhaps, better shown forth by the
dead than by the living. Our laborers
lost? Nay, they are nof lost! They
are dead, but they are good missiona- |
ries still! Who can tell the power of
a missionary’s life? Nay, rather let
us ask, who can tell the power of a
missionary’s grare!

Six souls have already been gathered
in, and yet our work is but begun. At
an expense so small by comparison that

it is scarcely worth estimating, we have

gained more than ten thousand Cali-
fornias, and more than all the islands
in the sca. Yet this is but the first
fruits, the first sheaf, of a glorious har-
vest yet to come!

Yet there are those who tell us that
our work is not remunerative. But
when the complete results of every hu-
man effort shall be counted up, no en.
terprise that has ever engaged the at-
tention of men from the beginning of
the world till the end of Time, will be
found to pay like the work of Christian
mission, H. H.T.

RESOURCES OF THE CHURCH
FOR THE CONQUEST OF THE WORLD, IN

THE EFFICIENCY OF THE WILL, PROVI-

DENCE, AND GOSPEL OF GOD.

The will of a parent, military com-
mander, or civil ruler, is an efficient
fores towards the. repression of disohe-
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dience in a family, insubordination in
an army, or rebellion in a State. So
the deliberate counsel, and declared
purposes of God, opens inexhaustible
resources for the church in securing the
conquest of the world. What agency
or power can successfully and ultimate-
1y resist the Divine purpose, ¢ Let the
potsherds of the earth strive with the
potsherds of the earth, but wo to him
that striveth with his maker.”” Who
has an arm to contend with the Almigh-
ty? Hath God said it and will he not
doit? ¢ Ask of me, and I will give
thee the Heathen for thine inheritance
and the uttermost parts of the earth for
thy possession.”” * As I live saith the
Lord, the whole earth shall be filled
with my glory.” *

Who can suzcessfully resist this de-
clared and sublime purpose of God, an-
nounced and reiterated in the solemn
and imposing form of a covenant and
oath.

Weaker nations recoil from the
approach of stronger powers, and the
formal declaration of war of Britain,
against some petty tribe of India, would
augur victory and conquest. The world
expects subjection to follow the formal
declaration of war by stronger against
weaker powers. So the inhabitants of
earth, and other orders of beings, wait
for the fulfilment of the Divine purpose
of a subjection of this world to the
reign of truth and righteousness. While
this declared purpose of the Almighty,
intimidates all opposing moral powers,
it inspires the confidence and enthusi-
asm cf the church.

Lucan makes Czesar’s veterans reply
to their commander’s proposition, to
march against Rome-—their country’s
capital—“ If our general wishes to
lead us to the banks of the Tiber, we
are prepared to trace out his camp.—
Whatever walls he has determined to
level with the ground, our hands are
ready to work the engines. Nor shall
we Lesitate, should the name of the de-
voted city be Rome itself.”

+

The purpose of Casar scemed to lis
army invincible, and formidable to his
a2ncmies. The declaration of any pur-
pose challenged the devotion and en-
thusiasm of his Legions. Such was the
power of Napolean’s will over his ar-
mies, And has the solemn purpose of
God less power over the devotion and
enthusinsm of the -sacramental hosts of
hiselect. When a timid soldier was
speaking of the superior numbers and
formidable strength of an enemy, his
general asked him reproachfully, «“ How
many do you count me for ?”

Weak christian, when you brood over
the remaining evils of the world, and
seem to relinquish the idea of its final
subjection to Christ, for how much do
you count the declared pu‘rpose of the
Almighty—the strength of the Divine
arm? DMore are with the church in her
greatest weakness than with her adver-
saries. If God be for her, who can he
against her!

The church has inexhaustible resour-
ces in the codperation of Divine Provi-
dence, as well as in the efficiency of the
Divine will. Christ is head over ail
things to his church, when necessary,
mzking nature in all her obedient econ-
omy, subserve his will. To preserve a
secd of truth and holiness, a raven was
sent to feed the Prophet, and a widow’s
cruise of oil and barrel of meal were
miraculously replenished.

To preserve the lives and testimony
of the fuithful, the mouths of lions
were stopped, and the heated furnace
made harmless. In the Apocolyptic
vision even the earth helped the wo-
man, by exhausting the floods of perse-
cutitn directed against her. So the
Jealousies and ambition of rulers and
kingdoms, even wuars and campaigns,
by occupying the minds and engrossing
the passions of men, and raising side
issues, have Leen made to subserve the
safety and progress of the church. The
wrath of men often thus praises God,
and abets his truth in the world.

To:commerce, in all its sclfishness
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and avarice, has opened up the way for
English and American missions in Ju-
doa, destined to supersede the Castes,
and Shasters, and Priesthood of Hin-
dooism by the Bible, Sabbath and min-
istry of Christianity.

The late war with Mexico is fast
opening up the way for emigration,
freedom and Christianity through all
her realm, and South America.

The revolution in China, however
mixed in its motives, by unsettling the
superstitions, and inactivity of ages, is
preparing the way for the reaction of
the western nations upon the celestial
empire, aud the freeintroduction of the
Bible and Christianity.

Aud though no nation has won con-
siderable laurels in the late Eastern
war, we are assured there is a God of
battles, and Christianity shall gather
spoils from the bloody field of the Cri-
mea, and the impoverished and demor-
alized nations which have there strug-
gled for supremacy. All things may
work together for the progress and tri-
umph of the church, as well as for the
salvation of the believer.

Providenceis universally subservient
to the great purpose of God. How in-
exhaustible then the resources of the
church.

The purpose of God is declared; and
the providence of God over individuals,
nations and universal nature is pledged
to its accomplishment. All things are
tending to diffuse the knowledge of the
Bible and Christianity. The Bible and
Missions may be borne upon a thous-
and rail-roads, or steam-ships. The
messages of the Gospel may be flashing
forth in the issues of a thousand press-
es, and along a thousand electric wires.
The day of God is dawning. The na-
tions are in commotion preparing for
Zion’s war. And many shall be girded
for the conflict like Cyrus, though they
know not God.

Finally, the church has inexhaustible
resources for the conquest of the world

in the adaptation and power of the gos-
pel, as well as in the efficiency of Di.
vine purpose, and the codperation of
Divine Providence. The kingdom of
heaven, of which the gospel defines the
last and most glorious administration,
in its self diffusion, and effective pro-
gress, is compared to a stone cut out of
a mountain, and started in its course
without human hands, which rolls on
breaking in pieces all other kingdoms,
and increases in volume till it fills the
whole earth with the symbois of its sub-
stituted and peaceful sway.

In its self-diffusive power, the king-
dom of heaven is also compared to lea~
ven hid in three measures of meal, ope-
rating silently outward from its place
of deposit until all the meal is leavened.

Its rise from small occasions and
agencies is illustrated by the growth of
the small oriental mustard seed t> the
size and compass of a tree, in whose
branches the fowls of the air might
lodge, and beneath whose shade the
beasts of the field might find shelter.

From what feeble instrumentalities
the Gospel spread originally. Andnow
it is the most effective power in the
most vowerful nations of the earth.—
The gospel was first preached in Reme,
Gaul and Britain, by a few obscure
heralds of its truths. To what varied
and powerful institutions has it grown.
And what new and more auspicious
features has it added to modern civili-
zation.

Cary and his coadjutors bore the stan-
dard of the cross to India. This work
was opposed by the East India Conipa-
ny, and despised by the Bramans ; but it
is destined to survive the overthrow of
the temples and casts of Brahmanism,
and the rule of the East India Compa-
ny. The lamp of life was borne, some
thirty years ago, to the Sandwich Is-
lands, and now its light beams over all
those lands, and is guiding a population
redeemed from Idolatry and profligacy,
in the paths of Christian civilization. -
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A young woman, sisty years ago, re-
ceived a copy of the Seriptures in ono of
the cities of the United States, and af-
terward dwelt amid the French coun-
tries of Lower Canada. A young
Scotchman visited this continent in t"e
service of the North Western fur Com-
pany, bringing a Bible, the gift of his
mother with him. Ife afterwards mar-
ried and settled in Lower Canada. In
the progress of Madam Feller’s Mission
in Canada, the effects of the Bible were
traced upon the hearts and families of
both these persons, and mission stations
were formed near their places of resi-
dence, and their kindred were among
the first fruits of those mission stations.

A young man following the coasting
trade among the West Indies and the
islands of the Caribbean sea, after
having suffercd as prisoner of war, and
narrowly eseaped death at sea, was
awnkened to thoughtfulness, and by his
Bible led to Christ. Ife visited the
United States, received baptism and or-
dination, and returned to the island of
old Providence, where he has built up
a flourishing mission and church of
Christ. Who can estimate the resour-
ces of the church in the power, and
zeal of a living faith? When the spirit
is poured out from on high, the little
one becomes a thousand, and the small
one a strong nation. . One, in the name
of the Lord, can chase a thousand, and
two ean put ten thousand to flight.—
Though not earnal, the weapons of the
church are mighty through God to the
puliing down the strong holds of Satan.
The gates of Iell can never prevail
against her. Though worldly influen-
eces and persecution are poured upon
her altars, they shall blaze up brighter
and brighter. As in the interpreter’s
house, there is an unseen hand supply-
ing oil. The blood of the martyrs shall
ever be the seed of the church. And
in the fulness of time, by theefficiency
of the Divine purpose, Providence and
accompanying spirit of God, the church
shall conguer the world, The greatness

of the kingdoms of the whole carth
shall be given to the people of the saints
of the most high God. W. W, E,

TIE POWER OF THE GOSPEL.

BY REV. C. JI. SPURGEON, THE SECOND

WIIITEFIELD.

The gospel is to the true believer a
thing of power. It is Christ the power
of God. Power sir! Aye, there is pow-
er in God,s gospel. Power sir! Aye,n
mighty power. Once I, like Mazeppa,
bound onawild horseof lust, bound hand
and foot, incapable of resistance, was
galloping on with hell’s wolves behind
me, howling for my body and mny soul,
as their just and lawful prey, There
came a mighty hand which stopped
that wild horse, cut my bands, set me
down and brought me into liberty. Is
there power sir!  Aye, there is power;
and he who has felt it must acknowl-
edge it. There was a time when I lived
in the stronghold castle of my sins, and
rested in my works, There came a
trumpeter to the door, and bade me
open it. I with anger chid him from
the porch, and said he ne’er should
enter. There came n gondly personage,
with loving countenance; his hands
were marked with scars, where nails
were driven, and his feet had nail prints
too ; he lifted up his cross and using
it as a hammer, at the first blow the
gate of my prejudice shook; at the
second it trembled more, at the third
down it fell, and in he came; and he
said, *‘ Arise and stand upon thy feet,
for I have loved thee with an everlast-
ing love.,” A thing of power! Ah!
it is o thing of power. I have felt it
here, in this heart; 1 have the witness
of the Spirit within and know it isa
thing of might, because it bas conquer-
ed me; it has bowed me down.

“His free grace alone, from the first to the

last,
Hath won my affections, and held my soul
fast.” . s
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The gospel, to the Christian, is a
thing of power. What is it that makes
the young man devote himself, as a
missionary, to the cause of God, to
leave father and mother, and go into
distant Jands? It is a thing of power
that does it; it is the gospel. What
is it constrains yonder minister, in the
midst of the cholera, to climb up that
creaking staircase, and stand by the
bed of some dying creature who has
that disease himself? It must be a
thing of power which leads him to
venture his life; it is love to the cross
of Christ which bids him do it. What
is that which enables one man to stand
up before a multitude of his fellowss
all unprepared it may be, but deter”
mined that he will speak nothing but
Christ and him crucified? What is
it that enables him to cry, like the war-
horge of Job, in battle, Aha! and move
glorious in might! It is a thing of
power that does it; it is Christ eru-
cified. And whatemboldens that timid
female to walk down that dark lane
some wet evening, that she may go
and sit beside the victim of contagious
fever? What strengthens her to go
through that den of thicves; and pass
by the profligate and profana? What
influences her to enter into thet char-
nel bouse of death, and there sit down
and whisper words of comfort? Does
gold make her do it? They are too
poor to give her gold. Does fame make
her doit? She shall never be known
nor written among the mighty women
of this earth. What makes her do it?
Is it love of merit? No; she knows
she has no desert before bigh heaven.
What impels her to it? Itis the pow-
er, the thing of power; it is the cross
of Christ; she loves it, and she there-
fore says,

“ Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small ;
Love 80 amazing, so divine,
. Demands my soul, my life, my alL.”

But I behold another scene. A mar-

tyr is going to the stake; the halbert
men are around him; the crowds are
mocking, but he is marching steadily
on. See, they bind him, with a chain
around his middle, to the stake; they
heap up faggots all around him; the
flame is lighted up; listen to his words;
#Bless the Lord, O, my soul, and all
that is within me, bless his holy name.”
The flames are kindling around bis
legs ; the fire is burning him even to
the bone; see him lift up his hand and
say, “I know that my Redeemer liv-
eth, and though the fire devour this
body, yet in my flesh shall I see the
Lord”” Bchold him clutch the stake
and kiss it, as if he loved it, and hear
him say, *“For every chain of iron
that man girdeth me with, God shall
give me a chain of gold; for all these
faggots, and this ignominy and shame,
he shall increase the weight of my
eternal glory.” See,all the under parts
of his bddy are comsumed; still he
lives in the torture; at last he bows
himself and the upper part of his body
falls over, and as he falls you hear
him say, “Into thy hands I commend
my spirit.” What wondrous magic
was on him, sirs? What made that
man strong? ~What helped him to bear
that cruelty? What made him stand
unmoved in the flimes? It was the
thing of power; it was the cross of
Jesus crucified. For “unto us who
are saved it is the power of God.”

But behold another scene far differ-
ent. Thereis no crowd there; itisa
silent room. There is a poor pallet, a
lonely bed; o physician standing by.
There is a young girl; her face is
blanched by consumption; long hath
the worm eaten her cheek, and though
sometimes the flush came, it was the
death flush of the deceitful consump-
tion. There she lieth, weak, pale,
wan, worn, dying, yet behold a smile
upon her face, as if she had heen an an-
gel. Shespeaketh, and there ismusicin
her voice. Joan of Arc, of old, was not
half so happy as that girl. She is
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virestling with dragons on her death
bed; but see her composure, and hear
her dying sonnet:

4 Jesus lover of my soul,
Let me to thy bosom fly,

While the raging billows roll,

While the tempest still is high,
Hide me, O, my Saviour hide,

‘T'ill this storm of life be past,
Safe into the haven guide,

O, receive my soul at last.”

And with a smile she shuts her eye
on earth and opens it in heaven.—
What enables her to die like that? It
is the thing of power; it is the cross;
it i3 Jesus crucified.

2t RO PP orr——
THOUGHTS ON MISSIONS.

More than eighteen hundred years
ago, the fertile vales and vine-clad
hills of Palestine resounded with the
““voice of one crying in the wilderness,
Prepare ye the way of the Lerd, make
his paths straight.”” The great Fore-
runner of our >lessed Redeemer was a
missionary—a home missionary. In the
regions where childhood’s bright days,
and youth’s golden hours had flitted
away, we find him boldly telling the
Pharisees, the Sadducees, and the eager-
listening multitude that the time for
which they had long been looking, was
at hand; that the prophecies regarding
the Messiah were about to be fulfilled ;
that a new dispensation was soon to be
ushered in, and calling upon them to
“repent and bring forth fruits meet for
repentance.”’

In the history of John the Baptist
what an example of self-denial and
consecration to the service of God is
given to us. Coarsely clad, and living
on *‘locust and wild honey,”” he spent
his life in laborious efforts, preaching
“in the wilderness of Judea” to the
thronging thousands who crowded
around him, and baptizing those who
. penitently received his message. Nor
did his labors cease until, a captive in
the hands of Herod, he yielded his life

as the forfeit of his rightcous fidelity.

Our Redeemer, the King Emanuel,
was a missionary too. Ile wasa for-
eign ‘'missionary. The great Conven-
tion of heaven, the Creator of all
things presiding, sent him forth as a
missionary to our fallen world. Who
can estimate the sacrifices he encoun-
tered, the honors which he laid aside,
that he might enter upon this work!
e, the “Dbrightness of the Father’s
glory, and the express image of his
person,” “the King of kings, and
Lord of lords,” to resign the throne of
universal dominion, to disrobe himself
of the glory of the God-head, to leave
the bliss of heaven and come down to
earth, to be “a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief!” 1IIis whole
life on earth was one unceasing and ar-
duous struggle to *“finish the work”
which God had given him to do, and
his death of agony was the consumma-
tion to which all his sufferings led.

If we had no cther proof of our du-
ty to prusecute, with diligence and
self-denial, the work of missions, how
could we doubt, with the example of
our Lord before us? If that same
Spirit which animated his heart dwelt
within us, would we not feel it to be
our greatest joy, our highest honor, like
him, to' gather in the outcasts, to call
back the wanderers, to ‘preach the
gospel to the poor” aud destitute ?

But Jesus Christ constituted his peo-
ple into a Missionary Society. Just be-
fore he left them, he said to his disci-
ples, “Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature.”
He had sent them out before *to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” The
seventy also had been his faithful mes-
sengers among the villages and towns
of Judea. But now a wider sphere
is opened before them. No longer are
they to confine their labor to their own
countrymen. Forth from Jerusalem
must go the word of t'e Lord, until
all men in all the world have heard
it. And his disciples, a consecrated
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host, are to bear it onward through
every country and in every clime.—
This was the very purpose for which
he associated them with himself. ¢ As
my father hath sent me, even so send
I you.” “I came a missionary from
heaven to earth; left my own home
and my own country at his command,
and now do ye at my bidding leave
home and eountry to preach my gospel
in distant lands!”

« He spake, and light shown round Lis head,
On a bright cloud to heaven he rode!—
They to the furthest nations spread
The grace of their ascended Lord."

Peter, the bold and fearlessdefender of
the truth before the Jews on the day
of Pentecost, was chosen first to pro-
claim salvation to the Gentiles. IIow
his Jewish prejudices revolted at the
idea of touching anything * common
or unclean”—of holding intercourse
with uneircumeised Gentiles. But go
to Cornelius he must. A voice which
he dared not disobey had told him so.
What a joyful meeting they had !—
What a gracious outpouring of the
IToly Ghost! Peter’s Jewish pride
was humbled; his exclusiveness over-
come, and his heart was filied to over-
flowing with joy and gratitude, that
God had ¢ granted unto the, Gentiles
repentance unto life,”

But Peter’s mission was specially to
to the Jews. Saul of Tarsus, the per-
secuting Saul, was Christ’s chosen
missionary to the Gentiles; and well
and worthily did he, as the great apos-
tle Paul, execute his mission. Who
can follow him, in the narrative of his
eventful career, through his labors and
sufferings, his sorrows and his joys,
without a thrilling sensation of min-
gled pain and pleasure welling up in
the heart until it overflows in one tide
of exultant gratitude and joy !

Paul did not labor alone and un-
cared for. Barnabas and others shared
his toils, and the church ac Antioch,
and other churches, sympathized with

his efforts, prayed for his success, and
ministered to his necessities. There
were few ‘‘anties” in that day. But
alas! there were a few. There was
Dernas, who forsook the cause, “ hav-
ing loved this present world.” There
was Diotrephes, who loved the *“pre-emi-
nence,”” who refused to reccive the
brethren, and persecuted such as would
receive them; and who greatly opposed
the apostle, “ prating against him with
malicious words.” Yes, there were a
fewr “‘anties,” but thank God, not
many. The churches of those days
were missionary churches; and hence
the world was goon filled with the
knowledge of the gospel, and many
thousands became the humble followers
of the Lamb. O, for a revival of the
missionary spirit of that day!

PP =N

~ THE NIGER.

The Latin name Niger (black) was
probably given to this river by Euro-
peans, because it flows through the
country of the negroes. Among the
Afrieans it has almost as many names
as there are tribes on its banks. The
people of Yoruba call it Awya; the
separator. For a long time it was a
quastion in Europe whether the Niger
flowed to the East or the West; then
whether it communicated with the Nile,
or cmptied into the Atlantic, or waslost
in the sands of the Desert ; but the ques-

: |

.| tion now is, whether the Niger can be-

come a great commercial high-way by
which the extensive and fertile regions
of Central Africa may hold intercourse
with the civilized world.

The lower part of this noble river is
filled for several hundred miles with
sand banks, which oceur first on one
side of the current and then on the
other, so thatthe Englishsteamerswhich
have ascended the stream werefrequent-
ly troubled by running aground. This
however is no real difficulty, for the Ni-
ger flows at the rate of three or four

C.

[
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miles an hour, and a very litile experi-
ence will enable any man to determine
where the channel is, by observing the
motion of the current and the relative
height of the opposite banks. At Busa
the river is narrow and the current ra-
pid, but I feel certain from Lander’s
narrative that this place would offer no
serious obstruction to a Mississippi
steamer. The worst part of the stream
appears to be that between Busa and
Yauri. Thishoweveris constantly nav-
igated to and fro by canoes, and there
is probably no place where there is not
sufficient depth of water for a large
boat. Above Timbuctoo the river is
still several hundred yards wide, and
according to Caille’s account affords
excellent navigation for several hundred
miles. In short, there is good reason to
believe that the Niger will be found
navigable to a point far above Jenne, or
at least two thousand miles from the
sea. It is not improbablealso that sev-
eral of its tributaries will afford good
navigation.

The English have repeatedly sent
steamers to explore the Niger. Itisan
enterprise worthy of a great nation, but
Lias never yet been prosecuted with that
firmness and intelligence which its im-
portance demands. This faet is mani-
fest in the published journals of the ex-
plorers. Some important ecircumstan-
ces have not been published. There
Las Leen a want of perseverance: they
became disheartened and retreated tco
soon. There have been too many head
men and no commander, whose single
will and word could conduet the expe-
dition to success. The explorers have
been scamen, unacquainted with river
navigation, and therefore unqualified
for the undertaking. None of their
boats have been adapted to that service.
And finally, therc has been an inward
but potent persuasion that the commerce
of the Niger would not remunerate its
explorers. .

Now it is true that commercial ad-

_vantage is one of the chief motives for

exploring the Niger. It is not true,
however, that the commerece of Central
Afriea is worthless beeause a steamer
cannot ascend the Niger & few hundred
miles and return in a few weeks witha
valuable cargo. Most of the semi-civi-
lized people of the interior live entirely
Leyond the highest point reached by the
English. Or even if they had reached
Yauri and Jenne, comparatively few of
the people live on the Niger. Nearly
all the large trading towns where the
wealth of the country is accumaulated,
are in other parts of the country. If
trading houses were established on the
Niger, they would sodn divert the com-
merce of the country, (which even now
amounts to some millions,) from the
caravans of the Desert to its natural
channel. Several new exports would
be added to the present traffic; all the
resources of the country would be de-
veloped, and the steamers on ascending
would find their cargoes ready to be
shipped as on the rivers of other coun-
tries.

Iaving lived for several years in the
interior, and for some time within G0 or
70 miles of the Niger, I can vouch for
one thing—thata man is perfectly se-
cure in his person and property among
the natives. T. J. B.

s N 2
WIEN IS THHE TIME TO DIE?

I asked the glad and happy child,
Whose hands were filled with flowers,

Whose silvery laugh rang free and wild
Among the vine-wreathed flowers:

I crussed her sunny path, and cried,
“When is the time to die?”

“Not yet! not yet!” the child replied.

I asked a maiden; back she threw
The tresses of her hair;

Grief’s traces o’er her cheeks I knew—
Like pearls they glistened there;

A flush passed o’er her lily brow,
I heard her spiritsigh;

“ Not now,”” she cried, ““ O no! not now,
Youth is no time to die!”

I asked a mother, as she pressed
Iler first-born 1n her arms,
As gently on her tender Lreast
She hushed her babe’s alarms; <
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In quivering tones her accents came— 1 But death, who withers youth and bloom

Iler eyes were dim with tears;
“ My boy his mother’s life must claim
For many, many years.”

I questioned one in manhood’s
Of proud and fearless air;
His brow was furrowed not by time

Or dimmed by woe or care.
In angry accents he replied,
And flashed with scorn his eye—
‘“ Talk not to Me of death,” he ¢ried,
“For only age should die.”

prime,

b4

I questioned age; for him the tomb
1lad long Leen all prepared ;

This man of years had spared.

Once more his nature’s dying fire
Flashed high, and thus he eried :

¢ Life—only life is my desire !””
Then gasped, and groaned, and died.

I asked a Christian: “ Answer thou, -
When is the hour of death ?”

A holy calim was on his brow,
And peaceful was his breath ;
And sweetly o’er his features stole

A smile, a light divine,
And spoke the language of his soul—.
My Master’s time is mine !”
FEzxaminer.

Sha o a ey

IIISTORY OF OUR MISSION S.—(CoxTiNUED.)

CANTON—CIIINA.

This was the first station established
by the Board of Forcign Missions of the
S. B. Convention. Prior to the forma-
tion of the Convention, the Baptists of
the South and West, in connection with
the Triennial Convention, were aiding
to sustain a mission at Canton. T'wo
of the Missionaries, Rev. Messrs. Shuck
and Roberts, went out from among
them—>My. Shuck from Va., and Mr.
Roberts from Ky. The conncetion of
Mr. Roberts with the Board at Doston,
had been dissolved just prior to the for-
mation of the Sou. Bap. Convention.—
He wuas still at Canton. An appoint-
ment was tendered to, and accepted by
him, as 2 missionary of our Board in
1845. Mr. Shuck, in consequence of
the death of his wife, and the necessity
of placing his children under the care
of relatives in this country, had left
China, and arrived here about the time
that our Board eommenced it operations.
By mutual agreement, his connection
with the Boston Board was dissolved.
IIe received appointment as a mission-
ary under the Board of the Cenvention,
early in 1846, but did not sail for China,
until March 12th, 1847. Mean time
Rev. Messrs. Samuel Clopton and Geo.
Pearcy, with their wives, had heen ap-
pointed as missionaries, and arrived at
Canton, October9th, 1846. The Board,
in their report for 1847 says, “ The

‘

Canton mission was commenced by bro-
ther I. J. Roberts, who removed to that
city May 15th, 1844, while under the
patronageof the Boston Board. Itwas
afterwards joined by J. L. Shuck and
Dr. Devan. The labors of these mis-
sionaries resulted in the conversion and
baptism of severul natives, Upon the
selection of Canton as one of ihe sta-
tions of this Board, it was deemed pro-
per by the Board in Boston to transfer
their mission to IIung Kong, leaving the
field in that great city, so far as Ameri-
can Baptists are concerned, entirely un-
der our controul.” Rev. Francis C.
Johnson had been sent out as Mission-
ary and Theological Instructor. At
this period the prospects of the Canton
Mission were encouraging. The atten-
tion of the natives had, to a considera-
ble extent, been awakened and strong
hopes of speedy success were entertain-
ed.

Death soon invaded the little band of
missionaries. Rev. Samuel Clopton, a
missionary of excellent promise, died
at Canton, July 7th, 1847, Mrs, Clop-
ton seon returned to this country. In
the report for 1849, the Board refer to
the ill health of Rev. F. C. Johnson,
and state that it would probably cause
him to leave the mission. ITe returned
soon after. From the same cause, lev,
Mr. Pearcy, with his lady, had left for
Shanghai. About this time Rev. Mr.
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Whilden and lady and Miss Harriet Ba-
ker reached Canton.

The hostilities between the English
and the Chinese were a source of no
little annoyance to the missionaries,
and much impeded their operations.—
Mr. Roberts was at one time confined
in the Uet-tung chapel by a mob, who
entered while he was preaching, and
had to appeal to the Chinese authorities
for rescue. Sill there were quite a num-
ber of Chinese disposed to listen to the
gospel. Active efforts, by preaching,

and the distribution of tracts ard por-
" tions of scripture, were unremitted.—
In the interval between the reports for
1849 and 1850, Mr. Roberts had visited
the United States, married, and was on
his return to Canton, accomparied by
Mrs. loberts. Mrs. Whilden had died,
and soon after, Mr. Whilden left for
America. In the report of 1850 the
Board say, ‘ Many serious obstacles to
our work have been found at Canton,
avising from the death of our mission-
aries, or their necessary retirement
from the field. The strong prejudices
of the people against fureigners have
also operated strongly against us. ‘The
Board are not satisfied, however, that it
is proper entirely to abandon this as
one of their stations. The people are
at times willing to listen to the preach-
ed word, and to receive cur books. One
convert has Leen reported during the
year past as baptized and received into
the church.”” Several others had Leen
before reported. For 1851 the Board
report an active prosecution of preach-
ing and other efforts—quite an encour-
aging degreeof attention, and opportu-
nity for the employment of much addi-
tional labor. DMr. Roberts, now the on-
ly male missionary of our Board at
Caunton, was aided by Mrs. Roberts and
Miss Baker, and several native assis-
tants. Soon after this, Miss Baker left
for Shanghai, from whence she returned
to this country.

Before the report for 1852, Mr. Rob-
erts had been dismissed from the ser-

vice of the Board. Ihe mission seemed
to be almost broken up : but the Board,
in their report for that year say,
“within a short period, it is hoped that
Rev. B. W. Whilden will return to this
station.” ¢ Although disconragements
have attended previous exertions at this
point, it has not appeared to the Board
proper to abandon it.” Mr, Whilden,
(who had married during his visit to
the United States,] with his wife,
reached Canton on the 1ith of Junuary
1853. During the period when the
Board had no missionary at Canton,
¢ our affairs were kindly superintended
by Rev. J. B. French of the Presbyte-
rian Board. 1Ilis disinterested and
faithful service has been highly appre-
ciated by us.” Sept. 1852, Mr, Whil-
den immediately commenced active la-
bors. Ile writes, “I have attended two
services, and am very much pleased
with the appearance of things.” And
again, “The congregations have been
generally good and attentive. Though
no manifestations of the presence of
the Holy Spirit have been visible, yet
the interest exhibited seems to be in-
creasing. DMay God send more labo-
rers.” Mr. Whilden continued at Can-
ton in the hope of soon witnessing the
conversion of some of the Chincse, until
the failure of his wife’s health induced
him to leave. Ile reached the United
States in March 1855,

Rev. C. W, Gaillard and lady sailed
for Canton in May 1854. By the re-
turn of Mr. Whilden they were left
alone in the Mission—without a knowl-
edge of the language, or experience in
missionary affairs. But they did not
despair. Nobly have they borne up
under their difficulties and discourage-
ments. They are now beginning to be
able to speak the Chinese language.

It has been mentioned that the Can-
ton Mission had the aid of native assis-

tants. These have been of signal ad-
vantage, One of them, Yong Seen

Sang, who accompanizzd brother Shuck
to this country, is still connected with
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the Mission ; and his services through-
out have been highly valuable.

Much has been done in the diffusion
of a knowledge of christianity, by
teaching, and the distribution of books, at
ihis station; and, including those re-
ceived into the church befure the trans-
fer of the mission to cur Board, quitea
number of Chinese have Leen reported
as converts. One fact is obvious
throughout the existence of the mis-
sion. Wkenever we have had mission-
aries zequainted with the language at
Canton, they have always found willing
hearers, and our native assistants en-
counter no difficulty in preaching to
their fellow countrymen. Let us then
wait, and labor, and pray, and the time
will come when we shall reap; and
then they that have sown in tears shall
see the fruit of their toils.

Gur  FHissions.

SHANGHAI—CHINA.

The following from brother Caba-
niss, gives information of the contin-
ued success of the Insurgent army, and
thus accounts for the large discount on
all funds excepting_the Carolus dollar.
It is a peculiarly interesting fact, that
the revolutionary powers, in their on-
ward march, destroy the idols and their
temples, and that the Scriptures are’
being secattered in large numbers by
them. What is to be the end of all
this, no human foresight can predict.
But may we not hope that God is pre-
paring the way for large displays of
his saving merey, and the building up
of the kingdom of his Son in this great
empire.

We will yet hope for a revival of the
missionary spirit among the churches.
It cannot Le, with prospects of the
most cheering character, that our mis-
sions will be suifered to decline, or that
we shall be suffered to want the means
for needed enlargement and progress.

T

Brother Cabaniss thus writes:

Tai-Ping-Wong’s forces have, in all
the recent engagements, almost annihic
lated the imperial forces, and killed

their best officers. General Keih, who
14

commanded at Shanghai when the ity
was retaken, has been killed ncar
Chin-Kiang. The Finperor has issued
an order for his deification. A temple
is to be built in which his Image is to
be placed; and unless Tai-Ping-Wong
succeeds in overturning the present
government, he will be hereafter wor-
shipped by this idolatrous people. The
revolutionists are as zealous in pulling
down temples and destroying idols as
they were when they first commenced.
They have undisputed control of near-
ly a whole province now, where they
have established cfficers, and collect
the annual taxes. The people at
Shanghai, have lost confidence in the
power of the imperial officers and
troops to quell the rebellion. The
capitalists hoard their funds and catch
up every Carolus dollar they can-get
hold of ; as they know these would bae
current wherever they might have to
run to, in case of non-safety here.

We are quietly pursuing our work.
Our church members continue to walk
orderly, and we trust we are gradually
Inying a good foundation for the house
of God at this place.

Truly yours'in Christ.

nrrr 88 4 O O TP

" CANTON—CHINA.
Extract of letter from Rev. C. W. Gail-
lard. k
Yours of June 23rd and a copy of
the Journal reached us Sep. 20th. But
the Commission did not ecome, though
we learn from your letter, that it was
sent to us. It devolves on me to write
the monthly letter this time and I will
proceed to give you some items which
I have noted down during the last
month. Some of which were of inter-
est to us, and will doabtless be so to
you ; and others intercsted in the cause
of missions.
The first of last month we had ar in-
teresting case, a man who seems to be
an earnest enquirer after truth; one
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who seems to feel that he needs some- { he hadseen another prayerinsome Tract,

thing more than a god of wood or stone.
Ife has been at onr chapel several times
some three or four months since. One
day after preaching we walked some
distance together; during which time
he told me what he knew of the gospel,
and asked information on some points.
1 invited Lim to come and sce me, and
talk the matter over more fully. Ile
promised to do so. I did not see him
acain for three months; when he eame
to chapel again; and after preaching he
came with us, to get some instruction on
the subject of baptism (or washing cer-
emony as it is ealled in cur Tracts and
in the Pedo translation of the Serip-
tures) Ile asked if I was pastor of the
church. I told him yes. Ife asked if
1 had to zo to Ifong Kong to baptize.
I told him that I could baptize in any
place where there was ‘ mueh water,”
that I coull buptize near the chapel, or
in the river near my house. e scemed
£ be surprised that we should go into
the river to baptize (i. e. to wask the
Jeet, which is the primary meaning of
the term used for haptism by those who

- eould not save him.

which he thinks is like the prayer that
Christ speaks of in Matthew, 6 chapter
and 5 verse. My teacher spoke to me
of this prayer some months ago, but I
have not seen it. My teacher thinks it
is not such as Christ taught his disci-
ples.

After giving our enquirer, Mr. Loke,
such information as he desired, he
asked if Iwould baptize him that day?
To which I gave him an indirect an-
swer, and asked him why he wanted
to be baptized. Iferaid that Lie readin

lomans that those who believed in Je-
sus were baptized, and went about every
where preaching; (would that a few
zood brethren in Awcerica could get
such anidea from the New Testament,)
and that he lived some distance from
here, and wanted to return home with
I told him that baptism
He said he knew

peace of heart.

“that, and that he relied on Christ for

! salvation.

say that baptismn means to sprinkle or |
i

pour. DBut this term does not mean ci-
ther sprinkle or pour, or to Laptize in
any made now in use in America. This
man has read the gospel of Matthew
and Mark; and seems to have read
them carefully, as he could repeat a
good deal from memsory. He gave me
an aeccount of his change of feeling with
regard to worshipping idols. Ie said
that last year in the seventh month
(August), two of his chilidren died ; and
and he invited two budhist priests to
perform the funeral ceremony ; and by
seeing their books and their performan-
ces he saw that it was all false and of
1no use ; and he gave up idol worship,
has prayed ever since twice a day, and
has noother hope now bhutin Jesus. Ile
seems to have a good idea of prayer.
Ie repeated the prayer of the publican
and pharisee and the prayer which

I told him that he had bet-
ter wait awhile and learn more of the
doctrine, as he said therc was some
parts that he did not understznd. I
gave him the gospel of Matthew with
notes by Dr. Dean, and some other
books, and requested him to read them
carefully, and then return; and if he
still desired baptism I could not deny
it if e was a disciple of Jesus. Iie
lives about 2 hundred miles from Can-
ton, and it may be some time before he
rerurns. I sometimes think that per-
haps I ought to have baptized him, as he
lives at a great distance.

TR

e

CANTON.
Letter from Rev. 1. I, Graves.

The following expresses the earnest
desire of our missionary, just arrived
upon_his field of labor, to prepare him-
self for an effective intluence upon the
people.  The Lord spare him long, and
bless his work.

CaxTox, Oct. 8th, 1850.

Christ tanght hisdisciples. Iesaidthat i Dear Bro. Taveor:;—Your kind let-
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ter of June 23d came to hand by the
September mail, and was very welcome,
as it was the firss letter that I received
from America. You speak of God’s
glory and majesty in the great deep.—
I often felt impressed with this, and
enjoyed myself much. In the ocean,
God’s omnipotence “ mirrors forth it-
self”” in a more forcible manner than
on land. Still, to those who seek for
Ilim, the Creator displays himself as
clearly in the variety and beauty of
the land as in the vastness and sublim-
ity of the sea. But the latter is more
likely to arrest the attention. ,

1 gained some little knowledge of
the Chinese characters while on ship-
Loard ; but with regard to speaking,
1 have now to unlearn some things that
I learned, as neither the young China-
man, who is a native of Fuh Chan, nor
the books which he lent me, give the
sounds of the Canton dialect.

Though I devote most of my time
to studying the language, I do not
think that I overtask my mind with it.
My going to chapel every day, excur-
sions to the country to distribute books
once a weck, and occasional visiting,
afford me sufficient recreation. Thus
far,—for two months nearly, —God has
given me very goud health.

With regard to talking with the
people, my stock of words is as yet
too small to enable me to accomplish
much ; but I find that the best way to
retain words in my memory is to try
to use them. By standing at the cha-
pel door with brother Gaillard and in-
viting the people to come in, I am
able to hear them talk, and to employ
some words myself.

If I know anything of my own heart,
I have no desire to become a mere
“ Chinese book-worm.” My only ob-
jeet is to know how to speak and read
so as to be understood by the people,
and to read enough of their literature
to learn their various modes of thought,
and the best way of gaining access to
their hearts.

I do not think that I shall ever let
any sensitiveness or false modesty so
far prevail as to make me forget my
duty to the perishing souls of the
heathen around me.

LS e T,
=2

MONROVIA—AFRICA.
Letter from Rev. John Day.

Reference has heen before made to
the school edifice which'has been erect-
ed for a high school in Monrovia. The
following adverts to the opening of the
schools, male and female. We have
reason to rejoice at the prospects of
these seminaries, and to pray that the
Superintendent may be spared to carry
out the good work so well begun :

Moxrovis, Liberia, Oct. 11th, 1856.
Rev. Jaues B, Tayror;

Very Dear Sir:—1I drop these lines
to inform you that I had Sunday school
in the school edifice Sunday last; that
more than 120 children attended. At
11 o’clock, A. M., I addressed the
school and congregation. The house
could not contain the crowd who atten-
ded. Monday morning I took in the
schools, and found not a Loy prepared
to enter the higher department. In_
deed I was astonished at the little pro-
gress of the school. I soon found the
secret. The teacher having G4 boys
then present, attempted to teach them
withont classification. I took charge,
and found the whole could be arranged
in three classes. I organized the
school and took the superintendence.
I then went to organize the female
school, {taught in that part of the edi-
fice intended for the high school, to
which some are coming from other
schocls soon,) Lut found that school so
well, that I concluded to let “ well
enough” alone. I have been in and
out a whole week, and find Miss Lewis
deserving better pay. She is amiable
and dignified. Commands respect, and
quictly preserves order. Iler school is
far in advance of the boys.

I took in five young preachers, and
as they were just capable of reading
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and writing, I concluded to put them
on the study of the Bible, English gram-
mar, and history. These I shall aim to
make, to some extent, acquainted with
the proofs of the revelation of the Bible,
the Bible history, church history, Serip-
ture geography, manners and custowns of
the east, evidences of Christianity, sys-
tematic divinity; and, if.I find they
“ean lay hold readily, the Greek lan-
suage. And to keep them from rant-
ing, very common here, and very dis-
gusting to me, I shall endeavor to
teach a little pulpit oratory. I wish
them to be acquainted with philosophy,
mental, moral, and natural; and, in-
deed, if they could range the whole
field of seience, it would make them
the fitter to preach the simple, though
sublime gospel of the Son of God.
They, however, can only be instructed
in the things of absolute necessity.

We append o notice of this school,
and of our mission in Monrovia, from
the Liberia Ilerald "The editor is an
Episcopalian:

The notice of the opening of the
Southern Baptist Mission Seminary,
we publish with great pleasure; and
we feel that the annuneciation of the
opening of another Seminary will Le
hailed by every lover of learning in
this community., We cannot have too
many institutions for education amoug
us.  Our children are increasing, and
these doors of moral and religious in-
struction which are opened for the re-
ception of our youth, will assuredly do
much, (if properly conducted,) towards
preparing them for the various avo-
cations of life. This Seminary, for the
present, will be under the immediate
care and superintendence of the Rev.
Jokn Day, senior missionary of the
Southern Baptist Board in Liberia.
We feel warranted to say, that a much
better man for strict moral and Chris-
tian character cannot lLe found. We
have been acquainted with the rey-
erend gentleman for several years, and
the even, unassuming manner of his

life, has gained for him a general feel-
ing of respect and estecm.

We regret exceedingly the limited
dimensions of the building, though ex-
ecuted in workman-like manner. We
think it quite insuflicient for tha pur-
pose designed.

Mr. Day’s present pastorate in Mon-
rovia, for attention, excells any cther
denomination, and without disparage-
ment to other congregations, that of
the Providence Baptist Church* is
the best attended of any in this city,
and we judge there must be more reli-
gion amongst them too.

* Monrovia Baptist Church.

o&ﬁ_:ifg%eoo -
FREE TOWN—SIERRA LEOXNE.
Lctter from Rev. J. J. Brown.

The subjoined letter from brother
Brown, recently appointed missionary
of the Board, will show a deep interest
in the work upon which he has entered.
We are hoping to hear of blessed re-
sults from this mission.

Dean Sin:—~I have received a re-
quest from brother Thomson, at Water-
loo, to write you in answer to several
questions, I feel it to be my duty to ac-
knowledge with thankful heart, the
many blessings bestowed upon me as
an individual, and upon my fumily.
Although 1 am’ greatly afllicted, yet
1 shall endeavor to do all T can, by the
help of my heavenly Friend.

I cannot but lament, at the same
time, of my incompetency for so glo-
rious a work. I am, however, deter-
mined through grace to give it all the
attention I can.

The stated services of the church in
Freetown are as follows : Prayer mect-
ing from 5 to 6 every morning ; prayer
meeting from 7 to 8 every Monday and
Friday evenings ; preaching from 7 to
8 every Wednesday evening. The first
Friday in cvery mounth a prayer meet-
ing is held for the spread of the gos-
pel; besides twice on the Sabbath day,
—preaching morning and evening.— .
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The sccond ¥Friday in each month the
whole of the members meet, the dis-
cipline is read, the names of the mem-
bers called over, and enquiry made af-
ter the absentees, and all church mat-
ters are decided at that meeting—the
Lord’s Supper iy administered once in
two months; and if there be any con-
verts, they are baptized on the same
Sabbath.

The state of the churches in Freelown.
—There ure two churches, of whieh I
am the pastor. The number of mem-
bers in all are 122, males 43, females
9.

We have only one school in Free-
town, the number of children is 61; but
they are all very young, and are not

improving as well as I wounld wish, for |

the want of sufficient books, as men-
tioned by brother Thomson,

o EHere
YORUBAN MISSION.
Letter from Rev. S. Y. Trimble.

Wa are happy to insert the following,
the first tidings received of the com-
pany which sailed from New York for
Yoruba, in September last.
we hope, they are safely landed at La-
LGER
Arraxtic Oceax, Lat. 25°, Long. 28°,

Oct. 21, 1858, i

Dear Bro. Tavior.—Weare in full
view of a vessel going to Gambia, Af-
rica, aud we send you a note which
will inform you that we arc all well
and in high spirits, except sister Priest,
who has been sick ever since we left.

We have had a very pleasant voy-
age, as I suppose, so fur. We have had
two storms, and been calmed several
times. Our Captain, Mr. Roberts, is
very kind to the ladies. and very much
of a gentleman.

We have been out thirty-three days,
and will be out thirty or forty more
ere we reach Lages.

We are very anxious to get to our
field of labor, in order that we may
unite with our dear brethren in preach-

Fre this, |

ing the unsearchable riches of Christ’s
gospel.

We ask you, brother Taylor, and all
of our brethren at home, to unite with
us in asking God to give us health and
long life, that we may do much to en-
lighten and Christianize those poor and
benighted people. We must close, as
the vessel is near by.

Your brother,

et S P P WO S

Letler from Lev. W. IL Clark.

- The following indicates the spirit of
our brethren who are laboring in Yo-
ruba. The prejudices of the people
are strong, sut the Lord is stronger,
and he will prevail. DBrother Clark
writes under date of

enomisaw, Oct. 11, 1856.
Dear Bro. Tayvror :—Your favor un-
der date July, was received by the last
mail.  The intelligence conveyed to us
of the expeeted departure of the recent
appointments, inspires us with new
vigor, and cheers us in our work. Glad

“am I that brother Bowen has been so

favorably conducted home, with re-
newed health, and a prospect of in-
ereased usefulness. May he prove a
blessing both to you and us. No

i doubt L:e was great aid to you in fitting

oul our new brethren, who were just
on the verge of their departure. Bro.
Phillips, who is in }jaye, will make all
necessary arrangements for the breth-
ren. .

As you perceive by this letter Tam
now in Ogbomishaw. You, perhaps,
are aware of the reasons of this step.
I wrote you with regard to our failure
a¢ lwyaewe, which, says the King’s mes-
senger, was occasioned by no ill will,
but the eustom of the King. We are
allowed to believe, however, as® we
please. When I suggested we could not
Luild until next year, he seemed pleas-
ed. This interview was held on my
journey to this place. Thus matters
now stand, as he afiirms; all arc on
a friendly footing. So, then, we must
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occupy either this place or Ijaye. The
latter being furnished with a large
mission-house for the reception of
missionaries, and Ogbomishaw having
none, with our forees scattered, you
evidently sce the course that was to be
taken. It is a step so necessary that
you can but pereeive its importance.

On the arrival of our brethren, we
shall have a division of men, with
three in each town, and accommodn-
tions suitable for their acelimation.
As we are taking incipient steps to-
wards the occupancy of Abbeokuta,
some one will occupy that point, so
soon as practicable. Brother Phiilips
will soon go down with the view both
of meeting the brethren, and aiding
our Agent in the erection of a small
house as the foundation of a station,
and for the present necessary purpose
of a store-house.

Our prospects seem to be encourag-
ing in Abbeokuta, and we must give
all the aid we can to those who are ex-
pecting us to occupy the town. With
the occupancy of those places, and
Awyaw in view, we can strengthen
ourselves for all future operations.—
I have made a good beginning in this
place, and hope to have a house
ready for entrance by the first of
August. At the same time I am
preaching,—conducting the regular ex-
ercises of a station, and prosecuting my
studies. I have commenced preaching
altogether in Yoruba, though through
my interpreter, for better comprehen-
son. My opinion is, t3at the people in
this town are more accessible to the
gospel than in Ijaye, from the intimacy
of the Chief. DBut as regards our suc-
cess, whatever may be the people, it
depends upor an intimate communion
with God, and strong faith in his prom-
ises. IIe only is our reliance. We
may plant, and build, and water, but
it is all vain, except God give the in-
crease. We need the fervent prayers
and encouraging faith of our brethren.
My hope is none the brighter, my cour-

age slackened not a little. It is God’s
work, He will accomplish that where-
unto he has sent his word; and the
day will come when the reaper shall
overtake the sower, and both shall re-
joico together. Beeause I do nat see
immediate conversions, I cannot he dis-
couraged. There is an influcnce at
work, and with the blessing of God, the
power of his word will subvert the
very foundations of Paganism, and
make tremble, like an aspen leaf, the
firmest supporters of its dogmas. We
are enjoying health, And begging
your sincere prayers.
Ever yours affectionately.

S

Letter from Rev. J. M. Harden.

The extract below contains the latest
intelligence from Lagos, and evinces a
urpose to persevere in the fearful col-
Fision with the powers of heathenism,
May God give abundant success:

Lacos, Nov. 4th, 1856.
Rev. Jaues B. TavLor:

My dear Brother:—1 have taken my
seat that I may drop a few lines to you
relative to the work in which I am en-
gaged. The entire frame of the cha-
pel about which I wrote to you in my
last letter, is mow up, and the people
will probably begin to thatch the
house this week. It begins to assume
quite a respectable appearance already,
and, if possible, I should like to dedi-
cate it on the first SalLbath in 1857.
1 bLelieve that the only difliculty now
in the way.of so doing, is that of get-
ting plank for the benches and pulpit.
Will you not help me to pray for suc-
cess in this humble effort?—for you
know that except the Lord build the
house, they labor in vain that build it.
I am still endeavoring to do all thatI
can for the salvation of this poor per-
ishing people; bLut as yet there is lit-
tle or no encouragement in the way of
conversion among them.
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Che Commission,

RICHIMOND, JANUARY, 1857.

THE NEW YEAR.

It is not too late to fay to you, dear
readers, & happy New Year! and most
sincerely do we wish, that when the
last lingering moment of the year upon

ed away, you may be able to say “a
happy year, indeed, it has been to me!”

The year that has past, how has it
sped? To some of you it may have
been a period of severe affliction, of
anxious, wasting care; to others a chee-
quered scene,—its lights and shadows
blending in soft and mellow brightness;
while to others still the rapidly fleeting
days may have come winged by glad-
ness, and departed fragrant with bless-
ings.

But it is net so much of eartl’s sor-
rows or its joys that we would ask.—
What record hath the departed year
borne for you to the judgment seat?
Remember its register will lLe read

there. "'What hast thou done for Christ,
and for a suffering, sinning world ?2—

What hast thou failed to do? What
unholy disposition hast thou failed to
crucify 2 What opportunities for good
hast thou neglected. What sacrifices
fur Christ’s suke hast thou refused o
make?

The old year is gone! We may drop
a tear of gratitude or of penitence up-
on its grave, but we cannot recall it.
We may, however, and we should
gather wisdom from its annals for the
conduct of the year to come. Let its
follies teach us our weekness; its sins
Iead us afresh to the fountain opened
for sin and uncleanness; its mistakes
and weaknesses, cause us to rely more
confidingly upon guidance and strength
from above; its sufferings teach us our

dependence upon God, and wean our
’

. the wish le realized?
which we are entering shall have pass- |

hearts from carth. Its blessings, how
should they swell our hearts with grat-
itude and devotion ; its pious joys and
Christian consecration, how should
they draw us still nearer to our Lord,
and confirm our purpose to live for his
glory—the good that we may have
dune, O, how it should encourage and
stimulate our cfforts to do still more.

A happy New Year! But how shall
To us helong
not the times and the seasons, or the
Jjoys and the sorrows of life. *“Itis
not in man that walketh to direct his
steps.” “Every good and every per-
fect gift is from above.”

What then? Can we have no influ-
ence over the happiness or misery of
the coming year? Not so. Under
God, our destiny is in our own hands,
for time and for cternity. Our joys,
to a great extent, are self-derived, our
pains are seclf-inflicted. Dependent, as
we all are, upon God, and upon each
other, we are yet the architects of our
own good or ill fortunes, our own hap-
piness or misery. Ob, then, let us be
careful for the coming year! But how
shall we secure it?

1st. By making a new, heartfelt, and
entire consceration of ourselves to
Christ? Nothing like, this to give
peace to the conscience, and bring joy
to the heart. No amount of suffering,
that does not disturb the mental equi-
librium, can prevent that man from
being happy who is conscious of such
a devotion of himself to the Saviour.
He¢ may be sorrowful, but it will be
“as sorrowful, yet always rcjoicing.”

2nd. By determining, and resolutely
adhering to the determination, to do
our duty, no matter how trying it may
bLe, or how much disinclined we are to
do it. The blood of Christ cleanses the
conscience, a diligent discharge of duty
preserves its purity. “ Great peace
had I when I had respeet unto all ‘thy
commandments.” The great reason
why there are so many unhappy Chris-
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tians is, that there are so many disobe-
dient Christians.

3d. By seeking by a diligent study
of the word of God, a thoughtful ob-
servation of his providence, and con-
stant, fervent prayer to ascertain what
is our duty. We need not expect
<« wwisdom to direct,”” unless we seck it
as for hid treasure.

4th. By cultivating a constant sense
of submission to God, reliance upon
Lis protection, and resignation to his
wiill. ¢ The days of sorrow” will come.
Wo to us, then, if in the days of pros-
perity we have “ hung loose” from our
heavenly Protector. We cannot then,
all at once, see amidst the eclouds, or
bear the fury of the tempest. We
must walk with God in the sunshine,
if we desire his presence in the dark-
ness.

In a word, LET us LIvE LIKE CHRIs-
Traxs, and whatever betide, it will be
a happy year, .

P LITD g
R

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES OF
BAPTIST CHURCIIES.

There will e found among our
“Book Notices,” a reference to Dr.
Wayland’s work on the Prineiples and
Practices of Baptist Churches. DBut
we are not willing to pass it by with-
out something more than a cursory no-
tice. We have read the greater part
of Dr. Wayland’s works, and while,
on some points, we have failed to see
the correctness of his views, we have
always bLecn interested and if we have
not been profited, it has been our own
fanlt, But no work of his hag afforded
us greater gratification than this late
publication. Some of our cotempora-
ries, while according to it a high prac.
tical worth, have expressed the opinion
that it is more neceded at, and better
adapted to the North than the South,
More needed, it may be, but hetter
adapted we can hardly think it is, for
it is just exactly suited to the wants of
ocur Southern Zion; and we ineline

tionable.

to the opinion that it ix destined 0
be more useful here than among our
Northern brethren, upon the prineiple,
that remedies npplied in the carlier
stages of disease, prove more eflicacious
than in old and inveterate cases. The
Baptists at the South are suffering un-
der the first attacks of the mania for
fine churches, polished and sermon-
reading preachers, splendid organs, and
operatic choirs—the desire of a religion
for he crudite, the wealthy, the fash-
There yet remain with us
the memories of cur fathers, who, in
uncouth garb, it may be, and illiterate
phrase, in groves, and barns, and pri-
vate houses; yea, and in prisons, too,
proclaimed *“the unsearchable riches
of Christ,” so that thousands were
brought to submit to him; ands
thank God, there are hundreds of min-
isters toiling among us who unever
studied Latin, Greek, or Iebrew,—
who know nothing of . German mysti-
cism and infidelity, but wno preach
Christ and him crueified to the salva-
tion of souls and the edification of
Christinns.  There are still with us
hundreds of churches, who though
worshiping in plain, often unfinished
wooden structures, realize that the
presence of God sanctifies thelr meet-
ing, and that the blessing of God sue-
ceeds their cfforts for the diffusion of
the gospel.  Dut, alas, there arve these
who seemn to think that God cannot he
worshiped acceptably save in costly
houses, that the gospel cannot be
preached appropriately except by those
who bear the honors of colleges and
thenlogieal schools, and that no “songs
of Zion” will be heard in heaven which
are not “‘ performed” by « well drilled
choir, to some tuane pilfered from the
opera, or the ball-room,

Well, we are glad to have the com-
pany of such a maen as Dr. Wayland in
our *“Old Fogyism.” Often have we
been told by brethren of a certain cast
that we are “ behind the times.” We

confess it.  We cannot keep pace with
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this fust going age in matters of reli-
gious reform. We are puined to see, (we
think wesee such things,) in our minis-
ters and churches a growing disposition
to rely upon outward show, and literary
excellence, and a studied eloquence for
the success of the gospel, rather than
on the blessing of God upon tho truth
preached in all plainness of speech.
We are pained, that our churches, es-
pecially our richer city churches, ap-
pear to have forgotten that Christ’s
mission was, cimphatically, to the poor.
We have mourned over the great need
of ministers for the work of Home
and Foreign evangelization, while, com-
paratively, nothing is being done to
supply this lack of laborers. Our
brethiren know that we are the earnest
advoeate of education. That no small
part of our time has been devoted to
rousing attention to this subject, and
securing funds for edueational pur-
poses. But, while thus earnest in our
devotion to the cause of 2dueation, we
have never been able to concede that
the minister must be, in the common
sense of the term, an edueated man.—
Nor have we ever believed that a suffi-
cient supply of ministers could be fur-
nished by our colleges and seminaries
alone. The churches must train their
ministers. The churchas, as churches.
They must draw forth, and cultivate
the various gifts of their members,
and then place them in” such positions
as will most conduce to their useful-
ness,

We are not opposed to good houses
of worship,—houses adapted to the
circumstances of those for whom they
are erccted. We do not wish churches
that are able to do otherwise, to wor-
ship in log cabins, and unsightly hulls.
It is to us a source of gratification that
we have aided in crecting not a few
neat, comfortable churches. Tut we
do confess that our heart sickens when
we sce, or read of those structures
where thousands and tens of thousands
are cxpended in mere architectural

display. We do feel a sense of dis”
gust at witnessing church after chureh
running into debit for a *fine house,”
or sending the Pastor away from his
post for months and years to solieit
funds for such a purpose. We believe
that all- these things are alien from the
spirit of the gospel. With sneh views
and feelings how can we but hail, with
intense satisfaction, the work of Dr.
Wayland? With almost every thought
of the book we heartily concur. We
never read a book of equal size, em-

racing such a variety of topics, in
which we found so little from which
to dissent. Indeed we do not eall to
mind a single important position
throughout the entire work regarding
which we differ from the author.

A fecling near akin to that exhibited
in the question ¢ Can any good thirg
come out of Nazareth ?”” has been
expressed by some of our brethren
regarding this book. Dr. Wayland is
an anti-slavery man; he has attended
an indignation meeting, &e. Well, we
all know that Dr. Wayland is cpposed
to slavery. Ie has never sought to
disguise his sentiments upon that sub-
jeet IIe has, as we think, gone to
an unjustifiable length in several in-
stances by countenancing the move-
ments of a mad fanaticism. We ex-
ceedingly regret this. No event which
has occurred in the course of these agi-
tations since the descent from his pre-
vious elevated conservatism, of the
dignified and devoted Sharp, has cansed
us more pain. Such men as was Dr.
Sharp, and as Dr. Wayland is, belong
not to a section, or a party. Pity, that
owing to the imperfection of poor hu-
man nature, they should ever be sedue-
ed from their proper sphere and work.
Dr. Wagyland, at 2 Sumner indignation
meeting, was about as much out of
place as would have been Washington
making speeches in a party political
struggle ! Ah, we mourn over it.—
But, in this book, he is our own dear
brother again; the large-minded, ear-
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nest-hearted, fearless advoeate of Clhris-
tian iruth. “Come and see.” Tur-
chase the work, and read-it prayerfully,
and you will never regret it.

.

SR
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THE RELIGIOUS IlE};\¢XLD—\\’;\I.
SANDS—REV. D. SIIAVER.

The Religious IHerald is one among
the oldest religious newspapers of the
South. Throughout its entire exist-
ence it has been, what its name im-
ports, a religious paper; maintaining,
with consistency unwavering, the great
doetrines of orthodox Christianity, and
the distinctive views of the Daptists.
Its tone has been clevated and pious,
its spirit eandid and courteous, and its
influente at once energizing and con-
servative. We do not know any weekly
which has, for so long a period, been
conducted with greater ability, or to
more useful results.

Brother Sands, who, for many years,
(with an oceasional assistant for & short
time,) has edited the Herald, has se-
cured for himself o large place in the
confidence, respect, and affections of
the denomination, particularly in Va,,
and cannot but feel a consciousness that
he has done good service to the cause
of truth. Ilis course as an cditor has,
too, gained him the respect, gc far aswe
are informed, of the whole iraternity;
if we except the renowned giadiator of
the Millenium Iarbinger. IIe, as he
is accustomed to do against all who
oppose Lis reformation, has charged the
editor of the ITerald with unfairness:
with how much justice nothing Luta
perusal of the columns of the paper
is needed to show. Such a charge,
from that source, is o high commenda-
tion.

The veteran editor of the Herald has
now associated with himself, as co-edi-
tor, Rev. D. Shaver. Brother Shaver
wields a polished and able pen; and
if he shall succeed as well in the mul-
tifarious effusions necessary from the

editorial ehair, as he has done in tha
communiecations which he has made to
the Ierald and other periodieals, his
aceession to the editorship will enhanee
the value of the paper. We tender to
him, as to his senior, our congratula-
tions on the union, and trust that it
may be durable, pleasant and profita-
ble to them, and valuable to the cause
of Christ. .

ERTAR
P PPN

WORTII READING 2

Yes, we really think the original ar-
ticles of this number of the Commis-
sion are worth reading. The address
¢ o Pastors,” from the laborious and
devoted missionary, Yates. long as it
is; and although wanting in the polish
of a *finished production,” tells im
portant truths in an earnest, affection
ate spirit that ought to commend those
truths to the heart of every pastor. If
our churches are ever to be what
churches of Christ ought to be, there
must be first a great reformation among
our pastors. They must come to feel,
as now they do not, that they and their
churches are pledyed for the convesrion
of the world, and there must Le a de-
gree of fidelity, assiduity, and effort in
“teaching’ the brotherhood “to ob.
serve whatsoever’” Christ has com-
manded, far beyond what has been
generally prevalent.

The objections so frequently made
to the cost of our missionary enter.
prise and the loss of life among the
missionaries, are made to appear, by
the energetic and graphic pen of IL 1L
T., what they really are, the complain-
ings of unbelief, or narrow-heartedness.
What, shall millions upon millions be
expended, and rivers of blood, as wa-
ters, flow to subszerve a mere worldly
poliey, or gratify an unhallowed spirit
of ambition and rivalry, and Christians
complain of a few thousands cmployed,
and some dozen of lives sacrificed to
bring the heathen to Christ, and save



TILE COMMISSION. - el

their souls from death! Tt is shame-
ful—it is awful. When we remember
that the very spirit of the gospel is
self~annikilation for Christ’s sake, and
then see, as such objections indicate,
that the idea of sacrifice is almost
wanting in the religion of such objec-
tors, we can but tremble for them.

W. W. E. has selected a prolific
theme. Volumes might well be writ-
ten upon it. But he has well condensed,
into the short compass of a page or
two, valuable germs of thought that
may engage profitably the minds of the
readers for many an hour. The Pur-
pose, Providence, and Gospel, of God.
Are these on our side in our attempts
to evangelize China and Africa? Then
verily they that are jor us are miyhtier
than they (hat are against us.” We
must suceced. The purpose of God
must be accomplished, the providence
of God will “overture and overturn,”
until “ e shall come whose right it
is to reign.”” The gospel of God, aye,
it is his own power unto salvation to
every one that believeth. Yes, we
must succeed., Cherrily, cherrily, op-
pressed and eare-worn missionary. Go
on thy way rejoicing. ““The heathen
shall become” the inheritance of Christ.
Lift up thy heart in faith, humble,
trembling Christian as thou prayest,
* Thy kingdom come,” for “the king-
doms of this world” shall ¢ become
the kingdoms of our God and of his
Christ.” Draw not back thy hand,
child of God, from the offering thoun
wouldst make for the salvation of the
poor deluded heathen. Ileap up thy
gifts upon the altar of Christian love
for a world’s renovation, ‘‘for the earth
ghall be filled with the knowledge of
the glory of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea.” P.

20 NEST D WP PP oo

Tue Nicer:—We neced hardly say,
read the article under this heading,
from the pen of brother Bowen. The
subject and the author each impart an

interest to it which would cause it to
be read. B

WIIAT WILL THE CHURCHES
SAY?

In this number will be found an ex-
tract from brother Cabaniss’ letter of a
late date, in which he refers to the
progress of the revolution in China.—
In the same letter, he refers to the in-
ability of the Board to meect all the
necessities of the important mission
with which he is identifiel. We here
insert this plea. What say the breth-
ren? Shall we be required to say to
that mission. we can send no reinfurce-
ments ?  But will they not rather com-
bine their energies, and largely in-
crease the means of the Board, ena-
bling them to meet the opening de-
mands of the China mission?

DBrothier Cabaniss says:

We.repeat it again. If the Board
think they will not be able to furnish
the amount specified, let them say how
much they can furnish, and then di-
rect us, what part of our work we shall
suspend. Shall we give up our schools,
with all of which we have chapels con-
nected? Or shall we stop printing
Bibles and tracts? Or shall we give
up both? Or shall we stop Dr. Bur-
ton’s dispensary operations? If any
of these are to be suspended, just say
50, and we will obey orders to the let-
ter, however painful it may be. We
do not believe we ought to make ar-
rangements to spend one dollar, be-
yond what you are convinced can be
obtained from the churches. We also
have confidence in you to believe, that
you will grant the amount requested,
so far as your means and prospects will
justify. DBut cannot,—will not the
churches sustain the petty operations
that you are now carrying on in China
and Africa? If they are in the habit
of praying, “ Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as ’tis done in
heaven,”’-—surely, surely, they will, or
their prayer is solemn mockery. "
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MISCELLANY.

Tie Laxe Crries.—~—The Cincinnati
Gazette furnishes the following com-
parative table of the growth of the
principle lake eities:

1840 1850 1835

Duffalo, 18213 42260 65,000
Clevelund, 7,071 17,034 55.000
Sandusky, 1434 5,088 10,000
"'oledo, 1,222 3.819 15,060
Detroii, 9,192 21,019 40,000
Chicago, 4,470 29,963 £8,000
Milwaukie, 1,740 21,461 40,000
Aguregate, 42,292 170,641 305,000

Praver or “ A Kur,” a native

teacher of the Baptist Mission at Hong-
Kung, converted in 1851.

We give thee thanks, Almighty God,
our heavenly Father, that thou hast
given to us another holy Sabbath day,
and preserved us to assemble together
in thy presence for thy worship. We
are poor, ignorant, sinful men, formerly
knowing neither Sabbath blessings nor
Jesug’ great love for man. We praise
thee, heavenly Father, that thou didst
“so love the world as to give thine
only bewotien Son,” to die fur sinful
men. We also praise the that thou
didst so love China, ignorant of thee,
the one true God, and thy holy Gos-
pel, as to send thy servants, Jesus' dis-
ciples, to teach us the true doectrine,
and guide us to heavenly bliss. We
Leseech thee, grant the ioly Spirit to
influence the hearts of all now present
to obey the trunths they have now
heard. Jesus said, “JYam the bread
of life ; he that ecometh to me shall
never hunger; he that believeth on
wme shall never thirst.” No other can
save the soul—mno other doctrine ean
profit man. Ineline the hrethren to
hear and believe this and trust in Jesus’
great merit, that their hearts may have
peace, and their souls after death, re-
ceive unending happiness. The “Mid-
dle Kingdom” is in great darkness—
open to it the gospel door, and incline
all rulers and pecople to enter in and
be saved. Bless teacher Deawn, who
is in his native land; cure him of all
Liis sicknesses, and bring him back to
China with many teachers to proclaim
the glad tidings, and teach men the
truth.
preserve him from sickness, that he
may long live to teach us stupid ones

I

to break away from idols and evil cus-
toms, and come aund worship the one
true God, and adore and serve the one
true Saviour, Jesus Christ. All which
we sinful men, bowing before thy holy
throne, humbly ask, trusting in Jesus’
great merit.  Amen,

InvaLpanrLe Reuepy.—For drunken-
ness—drink cold water,

More are drowned in the wine-cup
than in the ocean.

True Worns.—Education does not
commence with the alphabet. It be-
gins with a mother’s Jook—ivith a
father’s smile of approbation, eor sign
of reproof—with a sister’s gentle pres-
sure of the hand, or a brother’s noble
act of forbearance—with hands full of
flowers in green and daisy meadows—
with bird’s nests ndmired, but not touch-
ed—with creeping ants, and ablmost
impereeptible enunets—wvith humming
bees, and glass bee-hives—iwith pleas-
ant walks in shady lanes, and with
thoughts dirceted in sweet and kindly
tones, and words to mature to acts of
benevolence, to deeds of virtue, and to
the source of all good, to God himself.

IxteREsT 1N HEAvEN.—It is an un-
speakable delight to learn from the
lips of God, that, though Christians rest
from their labors, when they leave this
world, their worls do follow them—not,
indeed the toil and frouble of them;
but, the principles and results, the re-
ward aud glory of them ; and, perhaps,
continued  practical connexion with
them, as welY as joyful interest in them.
Think you that Ilder Brewster feels
no interest in Massachusetts 2 Roger
Williains, no interest in Rhode Island ?
Willinm Penn, no interest in Pennsyl-
vanin? Washington, no interest in
the United States? and Columbas, no
interest in the New Iemisphere? But
some may say—Surely geographical
divisions und designations do not fol-
low them there. What then? Let
us rise higher. Let us cantemplate the
systems of religion and civilization,
with which their names are identified.
Think you that Brewster feels no in-
terest in independency ? Williams, no
interest in immersion 2 Penn, no in-
terest in Quakerism 2 Washington, no
interest in republicanism? and Colum-

Bless teacher Jonxsox, and | bus, no interest in commerce? But it

may again be ohjeeted—Surely these
systems do not follow them there.—

the true doctrine, and persuade many ! What then? Let us rise still higher,
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and consider the prineiples with which
their names are identified. Think you
that Brewster feels no interest inthe
liberty of the chureh? Willizns, no in-
terest in liberty of %onseience ? Penn,
no interest in the liberty of the Spirit ?
Washington, no interest in the liberty
of the nation? and Columbus, no in-
terest in the liberty of the world ? Ay,
verily—for liberty proceeds from order,
and order proceeds from God—the one,
the stability of his throne, and the
other the felicity of his empire. From
that throne of order, the proclamation
is made to the universe—Stand fast in
the liberty wherein God has created
you! And from that same throne, the
peculiar proclamations are made to our
own long-enslaved but now partially
redeemed sphere—to oune part of ifs
population—Stand fust in the hope of
the liberty wherewith Christ is hasten-
ing to make you free! and to the other
part—Stand fast in the liherty where-
with Christ Zias made you free; and he
not entangled again with any yoke
of bondage !—Bb. .1l.

Dixine Hovns.—In England the hour
of dining indieates precisely the rank.
The Queen dines at eight o’clack, P, M.;
the higher nobility at seven and halfs
past; the ordinary country gentleman
at six; the professional people and
richer classes of werchants and mana-
facturers at four or five; the shop-keep-
ers at two or three; clerks at one;
working men at twelve. As a man
rises in sceial importance his dinner
hour advances. Some men of humble
origin and great luck have, eaten their
way {rom plebeian twelve all down the
hours of the afternocon, and ecuded a
glorious career by solemnly dining with
royalty at eight.  Splendid reward for
the labor of a lifetime!

True Estivate oF Prescuing.—An
ancedote is “re.ated of Backus, the sue-
cessor of Bellamy, that soon after his
settlement in Bethlehem, as he was
one day riding out he met an old negro,
eminent for his piety, who had long at-
tended on Bellumy’s ministry ; and as
they were going in the same direction,
fell into conversation with him.

Perceiving very soon that he was not
recognized, he asked, as a matter of
curiosity, ¢ Well, how do you jlke
your mnew. minister here?”” “Very
muach,”” was the reply, ““but he does
not preach as well as Massa Bellamy.
Massa Bellamy, he make God so great

—S$0 GREAT!” ¢ A most diseriminating
estimate,” said a minister who had
often listened to Bellamy, “for of all
preachers I ever heard,” Dr. Bellamy
was the most successful in making
God great, great in his character and
great in his,government,”

Anorr Crixa 4ND THE CHINESE.——
Sir John Bowring has recently address-
ed a long and inieresting letter to the
Royall Asiatie Sceiety of London on
the suljject of China.” Iis ofiicial po-
sition as ambassador has given him a
good opportunity to obtain authentic
information, and the following fucts
collected from his communication can-
not but Le read with interest.

Forty-three years ago the last official
census of the Empire was taken, at
which time the population was reported
at 362,000,000, and the present estimate
is 400,000,000, According to ancient
usage the population is grouped under
the following heads: 1.7 scholars; 2.
husbandmen’; 3. mechanies; -f. mer-
chants. A numerous ndditional elass
is that of social outecasts—szuch as gum-
blers, stage-players, beggars, conviets,
and robbers.  Iuman life is divided 1
the Chinese into ten periods, as follows:
The age of 10 is called the « npening
degree 5 20, ¢ youth expired ;" 30,
“strength and marriage;”’ 40, ¢ ofi-
cially apt;” 50, “error Iknowing 3’
60, “cicle closing ;7 70, “rare bLird of
age;” R0, “rasty visage;” 00, ¢ de-
layed;” 160, “uxe’s extremity.”

On the subject of food the Chinese
have bat one prejudice;, and that is
against milk, which they never touch,
while litile puppies, kittens, Foung
rats, monkeys, and snakes are consider
delieacies. They prefer these even in
a case of decomposition. Chickens in
the shell command high prices. Milk
is, however, used by very aged peeple.
Both in eating and drinking they are
remarkably temperate; but opium 13
the cause of much wretchedness
throughout the Ewmpire. The number
of peaple who annually die in China
is =aid to be traly frightful. Multi-
tudes perish from starvation, from inun-
dation, and from suicide; and the Iate
c¢ivil wars have exterminated, by famine,
disease, and the sword, millions of men,
women, and children.  Sir John Bows-
ing asserts that, at one period of his
residenice in China, five hundred vietins
fell daily by the hand of the headsman.

Reverence for life there is none ; and
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the dead are treated with the most per-
feet indifference—a corpse being often
‘seen under the table of gamblers, and
a putrid bodyat the threshold of a door.
In many parts of China, strange to
say, there are towers of Lirick or stone
where female infants are thrown hy
their parents into a hold made in the
inside of the wall; and it is nsserted
that, while a desire for offspring seems
to Le universal, infanticide prevails to
an extent unequalled in any other
country ; and, most astonishing, the
childless wife of a Ceinese willingly
coincides with the husband in intro-
ducing into the household any number
of conecubines, whom he is able to
maintain, and she exercises over them
an undisputed authority, and the child
of a concubine is bound to pay higher
respect to the lawful wife than to its
own mother. To promote marriages
seoms to Le everybady’s aflair, and
matches and betrothings accordingly
occupy the chief attention of all—the
young, the middle-aged, and the old.

Sowrxg BESIDE ALL WaTers.—An En-
glish lady, whose scul was alive to the
subject of religion, one day found a
poor man at work in the garden wall,
and pressad upon his attention in glow-
ing languaye, the importance of repen-
tanee and faith in Christ.  She had no
idea that he. harangue was Leard by
any one, save by him to whom it was
adilressed.

Some time passed away, when meet-
ng another servant belinging to her
establishment, she said sorrowfully,
«Thomas, I fear you never pray, or
look to Christ for salvation.”

«Your ladyship is mistaken,” he
said. “I heard what passed between
you and James at the garden wall, and
the words you meant fur him took effect
on me.”

#1low did you hear it ?”

«] heard it on the other side of the
earden, through a hole in thewall, and
T shall never forgetthe impression I re-
ceived.” '

We were reminded by this anecdote
(which we somewhere read) of the im-
portance of “sowing Leside all waters.”
Walls have ears, is an old adage—in
this case it proved true, aud would that
the messages to which they listen were
always on as important subjects, as the
soul’s eternal salvation. Little did the
earnest Iady imagine that her words
were destined to benefit an unscen list-

i

ener. Perhaps she leoked and marvel-
ed at the apathy with which the man
who sat squaring his rocks, and placing
his mortar on top of the wall above her,
regarded so momentous a subject.—
Perhaps she turned away from his stolid
countenance, through which no ray of
interested intellizence bemmed, and
thought mentally about the parable of
«easting pearls before swine”’  Dut
the labor was not lost.  The seeidd sown
was destined to bear its precious har-
vest—the bread cast upon the waters,
eame back to its owner, after many
days.

“In the morning sow thy seed, and
in the eveniag withholid not thine hand,

‘for thou Lknowest not whetlhier shall

prosper, cither this or that, or whether
they both shall be alike good.”

Insccvpacies 1N CONVERSATION.—
The longer I live the more am I ready
to ndopt the language of a zreat man—
“When I set out in life I regarded the
inaceuracies of conversation among peo-
ple of character, as proofs of a lying
dispositien; but when I make due al-
lowance fur inattention, forgetfulness
and misapprehension, 1 ascribe much
that is incorrect to human infirmity
rather than human wickedness.”

Loxpox covers a space of 122 gquare
miles. It contains 327,301 houses, and
2,362,236 inhabitants; the annual in-
crease of the population is upwards of
40,000, The length of all the different
streets is 1,750 miles. The paving of
them cost £14,000,000, and the yearly
cost of keeping the pavement in repair
is X£1,8€0,000. :

In New Zearaxp there are 46 mis-
sionaries to 80,000 people; in the Sand-
wich Islands there are 30 missionaries
to the same number. The whole num-
ber of Malay-speaking islanders in the
South Seas amounts to 800,000, and
they have 120 missionaries. The dis-
trict of Masulipatam in India, with
about the sume population, has only
four missionaries.

The Unity of the Bible—As in Deet-
hoven’s matchless musie there runs one
iden, worked out through all the chan-
ges of measure and of key, now almost
hidden, now breaking out in rich natu-
ral melody, whispered in the treble,
murmured in the bass, dimly suggested
in the prelude, but growing elearer and
clearer as the work proceeds, winding
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gradually back until it ends in the key
in which it began, and closes in trinm-
phant "harmony; so throughent the
whole Bible, there runs one great iden;
man’s ruin by sin, and his redemption
by grace; in n word, Jesus Christ, the
Saviour. This runs through the OWd
Testament, that prelude to the New,
dimly promised at the fall, and more
clearly to Abrabham; typified in the
cercmonies of the law; all the cvents
of sacred history paving the way for
his coming; his descent proved ix.\ the
genealogies of Ruth and Chronicles;
spoken of as Shiloh by Jacob, as the
Star by Balaam, as the Prophet by Mo-
ses; the David of the Psalms; the Re-
deemer looved for by Job; the Beloved
off the Song of Songs.  We find himin
the sublime strains of the lofty Isajali:
in the writings of the tender Jeremiah;
in the mysteries of the contemplative
Ezekiel; in the visions of the beloved
Daniel; the great idea growing clearer
and clearer as the timedrew on.  Then
the full harmony hroke out in the song
of the angels, “ Glory to God in the
highest; on earth peace, good will to-
wards men”  And Evangelists and
Apostles taking up the theme, thestrain
closes in the same key in which it Le-
can; the devil, who troubled the first
paradise, forever excluded from the sec-
ond : man restored to the fuvor of God 5
and Jesus Christ the key-note of the
whole.—slmerican Messengyer.

Stav.—The Straits Times (Singa-
pore) states that the friendship mani-
fested by the king of Siam toward Eu-
ropeans is on the inerease.  Ile is desi.
rous of breaking up old customs and
pursuing a more enlightened policy.—
Ile is also desirous of increasing the
exports of the country, and by every
means in his power of benefitting the
country and people.

Testimony of Dr. Barth.—It is affirm-
ed that the celebrated traveller, Dr.
Barth, who has recently returned from
Timbuetoo, on the borders .of Sahara,
reports ihat the Mohammedan powers
in the interior of Afriea are quite alive
to the improved condition of the pagan
negroes on the coast through the influ-
ence of missionaries; they regard the
heathen tribes as  having Teceived
through the gospel a new clement of
strength. lle met with Christian na-
tives travelling in theinterior as traders,
who are supposed to have belonged to
the Gold Coast Mission. ‘

BOOK XNOTIGES.

Sux Licur and Ileant Licur; or, Fi-
delity and other Poems. By Sylva-
nus Dryden Phelps. \New York.—

Sheldon, Lamport & Blakeman,.

A fine specimen of printing. The
picees are mostly short, and may serve
to occupy a passing moment not unpro-
fitably. .
An Ervyorocicar Dicrioxary of Fam-

ily and Christian names.  With an

Essay on their derivaticn and import.

By William Arthur, M. A. New

York. Sheldon Blakeman & Co.

This is an interesting and valuable
work., The philological information is
such as few would beable to gain with-
out some work of the kind, and this is
the oniy one known to us, adapted to
general use.  The introductory essay is
well worth attentive study, and the defi-
nitions of the Dictionary will prove o
source-of profit and amusement.

TLare 1x Israkr, or Portraitures of ITe-
brew Character. By Maria "', Rich-
ards, author of ¢ Life in India,” New
York. Sheldon Blakeman & Co.

The object of this work as stated in
the preface, is **to supply parallel de-
tails of local and circumstantial char-
acter, which may serve to unfoid some
of the prominent eras of Biblical histo-
ry, and to invest with a new interest
the reading of the Bible.” The use of
fiction for purposes of Biblical and re-
ligious instruction is now becoming
(uite common. We see no objection to
such a eourse, but there is need of can-
tion on the part of every one fest works
of this character, read too exclusively,
shall vitiate the taste, enervate the
mind, and render works of a more solid,
and didactic character distasteful or
irksome. We have not been able to
peruse any considerable portion of this
work, but, judging from the glance we
have taken, commend it as entertaining
and instructive,

The above works we have received
from the publishers throu gh Wortam &
Coterell, Richmond. Like all the pub-
lications of the publishers, they are
tastefully and well gotten up.. ~
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DisLicaL COMMENTARY ON THE NEW
Testaxext. By Dr. Hermann Ol-
shausen, Professor of Theology in
the University of Erlangen. First
American Edition, revised after the
fourth German Edition, by A. C. Ken-
Jdrick, D. . Professor of Greek in
the University of Rochester. To
which is prefixed Olshausen’s proof
of the genuineness of the writings of
the New Testament, translated by
David Fosdick, Jr. Vol. I. New York.
Sheldon, Blakeman & Co., 1850.
Until the receipt from the Publishers

of this volume of Olshausen’s Comumen-

tary, we had no acquaintance with the ! i than
! rell we have rcceived this history from

work, except such as had been gained
from the numerous quotations which
we had seen in the writings of others.

We had, however, thus come to enter-
tain a high estimate of its value. Since |

we have had this volume, we have zeail-
ed ourselves of such opportunities to
examine it as other engagements have
allowed. The work Is, of coarse, es-
sentially German ; but there is fur more
of simplicity and spirituality in it than
we are aecustomed to find in works
from the German. Asan aid to the
critieal study of the New Testament,
we deem it of great value; while, at
the same time, it 15 not unsuited to those
who desire to gain a correct knowledgze
of the meaning of the Seriptures, with-
out the time or the inclination fur crit-
eal research,

We hesitate not to commend the'work
to all, especially ministers, as worthy
of attentive study. Weshall look with
interest for the- succcding volumes. It
may be hal at the store of Messrs. Wor-

‘thin and Cotterell, (Baptist Deposito-
ry,) in this eity.

Notes ox Tue Prixcirres arp Pracrti-

ces or Barrist Cnurncues. By I
Wayland, D. D.  New York., Shel-

don, Blakeman & Co.

If we could hiave our wish regarding
this work, it would have a larger sale
than has any hook published in this
country. ‘'I'he cause of truth and right-
cousness cannot fuil to be promuoted,
Jjust in proportion as these Nates of Dr.
Wayland shall be read aud appreciated.
That, while in many things, our church-
es have improved, they are, neverthe-
less, departing from the purity of faith,
and simplicity of practice which char-
acterized our fathers, we have a pain-

ful conviction. We know not that any
thing will arrest this downward pro-
eress.  Dutthe publication of this hook
inspires us with & more pleasing hope
for the future than we have felt for
some time. We trust you will buy,
read and eirculate it. To bhe had of
Wortham & Cotterell, Richmond, Va,

>

A Cexeran History orf Toe Barrist
DexomINaATION IN AMERICA and other
parts of the World, by David Bene-
diet. New York. Sheldon, Lamport
& Blakeman,  18355.

Through Messrs, Wortham & Cotte-

the publishers. The character of the
work is too well known to need our at-
testation of its +vulue as a repository of
facts in our denominational Iistory.
It has already had a wide circulation,
aud will continue to be gought :1&?;.

-

Tur Naroreay Dyxasty; or the 1lis-
tory of the Bonaparte Family. An
entirely new work., By the Berkley
men.  With twenty-two authentic
Portraits. N. York. Sheldon, Blake-
man & Co.  1856. Trom Wortham
& Cotterell, Ilichmond, Va.

Not having had time to examine this
work, we cannot pronocuce upon its mer-
its. It is, in appearance, an attractive
volume. We subjoin the table of con-
tents, and feel assured that our readers
will desire to possess gueh a source of.
information regarding this remarkable
family. Book L, Origin of the Bona-
partes, Lives of Carlo, Letitin and Car-
dinal Fesch., Book 1L, The Emperor
Napoleon. Book III., The Emperess
Josephine. Book IV., The Emperess
Maria Louisa. Book V., Joseph Buna-
parte, Kingof Naples and Spain. Book
V1., Lucien Bonaparte, Prince of Cani-
no.  Book VIL, Lewis Bonaparte King
of [Molland—Quneen of Helland. Book
VILL., Jerome Bonaparte, King of West-
phalin—Napolean’sSisters—Eliza, Pau-
line, Caraline—Eugene Beauharnais—
Napolean Francis Joseph, Duke of Iei-
chstadt. Book IX., Joachim Marat,
King of Naples. Book X., Louis Na-
polean, President of the French repub-
lic, Historic illustrations. .
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