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Yol. L.

SERIOUSNESS AN ELEMENT OF
CHRISTIAN CIIARACTER.

If there have been times, in the his-
tory of Christianity, when religion has
been supposed to consist in austerity,
and when the voluntary pietist believed
that he was serving God, and promot-
ing his own holiness, by wrapping himn-
self in gloom, and sequestrating him-
gelf from all the duties and charities of
society, may it not be feared that the
present is an age, when, according to
the natural proneness of man to ex-
tremes, professors of religion are in
danger of abandoning themselves to a
spirit of levity, entirely inconsistent
with Christian dignity, and with ary
high attaimments in spirituality of char-
acter?

In whatever point of view we con-
template religion, it certainly scems
calculated to impress upon the char-
acter a stamp of seriousness. Its ten-
dency, as its design, is to purify our
nature from the taint of vanity, to ex-
pel whatever is volatile, and to com-
press the character into a form of solid:
excellence. Religion truly is a source;
a real source, and the only source of
happiness. But it should not be mis-
understood, or forgotten, that if it
creates new sources of joy, it does-also
of aflliction; that many of the-trials of
the Christian are peculiar and poig-
nant; that in the present imperfect
condition of humanity, even his joys
are tinged with a mortal hue, and in-
stead of creating an element of perfect
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light, display themselves, rather, like
the bow of promise, in the benignant
beauty with which they are reflected
from the cloud of sorrow. The Christian
does, endeed, possess abundant and
precious resources in his trials. But
they are trials still. His afllictions
work out for him a future and eternal
elory. They are, nevertheless, affiic-
tions, Ilis sufferings are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which
shall be revealed. They are, notwith-
standing, sufferings; and though it is
his great and peculiar privilege to be
always rejoicing, still it is as .one who
is also sorrowing.

A reference to some of the princi-
ples of the Christian religior, in con-
nection with the emotions they are
naturally calculated to produce in the
mind of the believer, will serve, I think,
to impress the conviction, that serious-
ness is a natural and important ele-
ment of Christian character.

How can the ‘Christian think, with-
out seriousness, of what the Lord Jesus
Christ has done for his soul? What
would he have been now, and where
would he have been soon, if the Son of
God, of his sovereign mercy, had not
redeemed him from hell, by the price
of his own bhlood? Can he think, with-
out solemn emotions, of Bethlehem and
Golgotha; of Pilate’s hall and Calvary;
of the paticnt, devoted and suffering
life, and of the mortal agony of the Lord
Jesus? and if he thinks of these tender
and sacred scenes as he ought, will
they not pervade his character with an |
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clement of sobriety, and transfuse
throughout it a spirit of seriousness?
Will not such reflections rehuke the
natural vanity of the heart, awe its
frivolity into reverenee, and command
the trnant affections into communion
with God, and holy contemplation of
the solemn realities of eternity?
- What Christian-who does not “‘groan,
being burdened” with the depravity of
his nature? Who, that is not deeply
gerious, can ever have sympathised sith
the Apostle, in his heart-felt exclama-
tion, “O0! wretched man that I cm!
Who shall deliver me from the body of
this death”? In the carnality of his
affections, the impurity which mingles
with his best motives and services, the
unnatural insensibility of his heart to
spiritual and eternal realities, and his
unhappy distance from God, the Chris-
tian will surely find cause for deep and
penitential seriousness; a seriousness
only altered in its character by the
merciful assurance of final victory,
through the blood of the atonement.
ITow many reasons for anxiety, for
prayer, for deep and serious emotion,
press upon the Christian from around
the domestic hearth? IIere are those
of whose existence he is theautlior; who
have beenintreduced thronghhisagency
into a state of being from which they
must pass to heaven, or to hell! Others,
too, around him, are, under his in-
fluence, forming their character for
eternity! O! if every breath were a
sigh of supplication: every pulsation a
throb of anxiety; every word the arti-
culation of a soul quivering with emo-
tion, could the intensity of our feelings
be disproportioned to the awful magni-
tude and responsibility of the ease?
Look, too, at the millions of our dis-
tracted country, living, in the midst of
their unparalleled privileges, in athe-
istic ignorance, mad with a spirit of de-
lusion, and pressing—as we have too
much reason to fear—through a path of
violence, outrage, and carnage, to eter-
nal ruin! Lift your eyes upon a world

sinking to hell! Think of the dark-
ness and degradation, the crime and
misery prevailing in so large a portion
of the earth! and without adverting to
hearts Iacerated by domestic afiliction,
to the tender ties ruptured Ly inoxora-
ble death, to the sickness of soul we
feel in consigning those we love to the
remorseless tomb, surely we shall sce
reason to helieve that seriousness must
be a predominent element in Christian
character.

A serious work, too, the Christian
has to do; and that both with respect
to himself and others, a work which,

‘¢ Might fill an angel’s heart
And filled a Saviour’s hands.”

A work, the magnitude of which pres-
sed from the Apostle the exclamation,
“who is safficient for these things;” a
work which cannot he done without
prayer, without anxiety, without self-
examination, without self-denial, with-
out laborious and painful effort; and
these cannot be exercised without seri-
ousness. To pretend to such services
in a spirit of levity, is not to perform,
but to profanc them.

With respect to others, the Christian
is responsible, to the full extent of his
ability, for the conversion of the perish-
ing heathen to God. Millions upon
millions, dying in their sins, are plead-
ing with him, by their piteous condi-
tion, to come to their rescue. At such
a spectacle, can he be otherwise than
serious ? As Christians, we are charged
by the Lord Jesus with the duty of
doing, cach one, what we can to save
from death the multitudes around us;
our friends and neighbors; the congre-
gation for which we labor, and the
community in which we live. Iow
solemn the enquiry, whether we shall,
in the ond, be found {ree from their
blood, or whether, by our want of spiri- -
tuality, we shall become stumbling-
blocks over which they shall fall into
ruin. . e

Serious employment, too, claims the
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‘attention of the Christian, in the neces-
sity resting upon him to secure the sal-
vation of his own soul. IIow neces-
sary that he should faithfully examine
himsclf, knowing that whatever may be
his profession, or his character among
men, unless Jesus Christ be in him, he
is a reprobate. With what solemnity
must the declaration of the Apostle
impress his mind, that after having
preached the gospel to others, he may
himself be a castaway! How must
his heart be appalled by those awful
words of the Lord Jesus, *‘Many will
say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have
we not prophesied in thy name, and in
thy name have cast out devils, and in
thy name dong many wonderful works?
And then will I profess unto them,. I
never knew you. Depart from me, ye
that work iniquity.,” In view of these
solemn truths, if the Christian has
reason for joy, therc is reason, also,
why he should rejoice with trembling.
IIc must feel the necessity of falling
penitently at the footstool of the Divine
throne and erying, *‘Search me, O!
God, and know my heart; try me and
know my thoughts; and see if there
bLe any wicked way in me, and lead me
in the way everlasting.”

Such a seriousness as that of which
I speak. has ever been a conspicuous
element In the character of those most
distinguished for piety and usefulness.
Jesus, our Lord, high and holy as was
his communion with the eternal Father,
and eclevated was his joy, springing
from this blessed source—rwas, never-
theless, ‘““a man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with grief;” and much of his
sorrow, instead of being from causes
peculiar to himself, procceded from
such as were common to him with all
his members; while he was entirely
exempt from others which prese with
peculiar poignancy upon the pardoned
sioner. The Apostle who insists most
upon spiritual joy, and was, in this re-
spect, a happy example of his own

doctrine, served the Lord ¢ with all |

humility of mind, and with many
tears.”” Leighton and Newton, Edwards
and Fuller, will not, I presume, be
charged with fanaticism, or considered
ascetics. But their character wears an
aspect of deep seriousness. Of Leigh-
ton, Bishop Burnet has said, that, in
the course of a long acquaintance, he
never saw him in a mood in which he
would not have been willing to die.
These were men not of an affected, but
a real singularity of character; a pecu-
liarity declaring that they were not of
earth, and stamping them with the seal
of heaven. They were men whom we
profess to admire, but whose character
is as far removed from that of the easy,
fashionable, laugh-loving Christian, of
modern type, as of the obnoxious ““long-
chined puritan ;”” whose faults, I fear,
we are much more ready to detect than
we are to emulate his virtues. When-
ever we shall reach the elevation, on
which stood these holy men, it must be
by a movement of refrogression, rather
than of progress, from the point occu-
pied by the present generation. With
respect to the long chins, it should be
remembered, that among them were
found Baxter and Bunyan, Howe, Owen,
and Bates, and many other such, names
of undying verdure. Alas! for the day
when we shall cease to admire their
character, to imbibe from their pages
the spirit of piety; or kindle from their
lamps the flame of our devotion. In-
deed, the whole history of piety has
been but a fulfilment of the promise,
that “they who sow in tears shall reap
in joy. Ie that goeth forth and weep-
cth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt-
less come again with rejoicing, bring-
ing his sheaves with him.” We may,
therefore, well believe that his joy will
be small, and his sheaves few, who,
though he may sow the ““precious seed,””
fails to water them with tears. ' In pro-
portion to the depth of our spiritual
sorrow, will be the height of cur spiri-
tual joy. .
Religious joy 1is, itself, a serious
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thing. Far from being a mere flash of
excitement, or an earth-born light, gene-
rated in the complacency of a soul
which feels itself at ease, it is a flame
of vestal purity, kindled by the Spirit
of God, on the altar of a heart purified
from scnsuality, consecrated to the
Lord, perfumed with a heavenly unection,
and frcm which is continually ascend-
ing to God the incense of adoration.
It is o sacred fire which will burn only
in an atmosphere of holiness; such as
that in which the God of love himself
will dwell. It is a precious exotic,
which will flourish in no soil not pene-
trated and broken by repentance, mel-
lowed and fertilized by the rich graee
of God, warmed by the beams of the sun
of righteousness, and guarded against
all noxious growth by a vigilant and
faithful husbandry. It is the joy of a
sinner redeemed from hell ; who, as he
looks down into the deep abyss from
which he has been delivered, then lifts
his eyes to the throne, on which he shall
reign with Christ in his glory, ‘trem-
bles as he sings the honors of his God.”
I is the joy of a soul affected and awed
by the coming realities of eternity; the
advent of Christ; the awaking shout;
the general resurrection; the eternal
judgment, and the life everlasting. It
is the joy of o pardoned penitent ming-
ling his notes of confession with the
song of his praise, and tears of con-
trition with the incense of his adora-
tion; and may we not believe, that
even in heaven, when death shall bLe
swallowed up in victory, when this cor-
ruptible shall have put on incorraption,
and this mortal shall have puton im-
mortality, the spirit of penitence, frced
from the bitterness and dregs of mor-
tality, will impart a sweetness to that

eternal song, in which the redeemed
shill sing, as they stand before the
throne, “unto IIim that loved us and
washed us from our sins, in Ilis own
blood, and hath made us kings and
“priests to God, and his Father, to Him
be glory and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen,” W. H. J.

GOING TO IIELL FOR A THRIP*

Some ten or twelve years ago, as I
was passing down the principal street
of one of our Southern cities, I met two
negro men. They appeared to be dis-
cussing the character of one of their ac-
quaintances. As they passed, I heard
distinctly o single remark. Said one,
“He will go to hell for a thrip.’—
“'Thrip,” gentle reader, is Georgia for
six-and-a-quarter cents. Ah! thought I,
he iz taking a long journey, over a
rough road, to an awful house of des-
pair for so small wages.

Since that evening I have often
thought of the remark, and had occa-
sion, in some melancholy instances, to
make application of it to some of my
acquaintance also.

In less than six months I conversed
with a young man in an enquiry meet-
ing. e told me he could not consent
to be a Christian, Lecause, being a clerk
in o dry-goods store, it was necessary
for him sometimes to tell a lie, or lose
a cent or two in the yard for his cloth,
and he could not agree to give up his
guin,  “Ah! my young friend,” said
I, ** Will you go to hell for a thrip 2”

I have seen a man selling drams of
ardent spirits to his fellow-men, ruining
them in estate, body, mind and soul.
And I could but reflect that deeply as
he was injuring his neighbors and the
community in which he lived, he was
inflicting an equaliy fatal curse upon
himself, for, thought I, “he is going to
hell for a thrip.”’

I have seen church members flourish-
ing in earthly substance; sometimes
stinting themselves and their families
to add to their store; sometimes grati-
fying every selfish desire; and yet,
when a call was made for a contribu-
tion to support the gospel at home, or
send it abroad to the heathen, they
would close their steel-clasped purses
and like Priest and Levite *“ pass by on
the other side.’”” And I have said to
myszelf, * Take heed, my brother: men
do sometimes go to hell for a thrip.”’
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I have seen 2 young man of talent,
professing to love the Lord Jesus, and
to give himself up to his service, and
presently that service called him to sac-
rifice, self-denial, and ecross-bearing ; it
offered him poverty and toil now, but
riches, glory, and immortality beyond
the grave. I have seen him hesitate
and halt, cast an eye to the brightness
of the heavenly kingdom and the glory
of the eternal crown, and then put forth
his hand to grasp the good things of
this life. .And in sorrow of heart and
anguish of spirit I have exclaimed—
“Will he also go to hell for a thrip ?”

I have seen one, in whom the love of
Jesus burned with holy ardor, turning
away from the temptations of the world,
devoting his powers to the Redeemer’s
service, choosing poverty with Christ
rather than riches without, giving up
father, mother, brothers, sisters, houses,
lands, money, honor, fame, ease—able

say with Peter, ¢ Lord, I have left
all and followed thee;” and I have re-
joiced to see faith and love that no se-
duction of earth could allure from Hea-
ven,

Reader! IHow is it with you? Where
are you going? What are you going

_for? Are you in the broad road that
“leads to death? or in the narrow path
that leads to life? Are you going with
the many ? or with the few ? Is it the
gold or silver of this world that stimu-
lates you to action? or is it the * inher-
itance incorruptible, undefiled, and that
fadeth nct away?” Are you hurrying
down to a bed in hell? or striving up-
ward to a mansion in the Tather’s
house? Pause, think, reflect, be wise,
determine, act—and give your heart to
Jesus Christ.
N. M. C.
Universily of” Miss. Jan., 27th, 1857.

et A PP ETLD PP

‘What shall it profit 2 man, if he gain
the ‘whole world and lose his own soul?

.| themselves from taking part.

ON GIVING.

Every contribution to religious ob-
Jjects ought to be a gift. True, it is our
sacred duty to contribute: it is a debt
we owe, as real, as binding, as any ob-
ligation under which we can possibly
rest. But the debt ought to be dischar-
ged by a gift. If this bcn. paradox, yet
is it a privilege. How pleasant that
we can bring the offering of affection to
the support of our Redeemer’s cause.
There is a feeling of relief and satis-
faction in paying a debt; but whata
thrill of delight is experienced when we
can give a gift, an acceptable, pleasing
gift, to one welove. Certainly nothing
short of this will be satisfactory to our
Divine Master. The ancient, oriental
monarchs required that the most com-
pulsory tribute brought them by sub-
Ject nations should be under the fiction,
at least, of a free will offering ; they
must “give gifts.”” Before the Mon-
arch of the Universe, who sees the
heart, the same thing must be done, and
done in sincerity. We do not say that
one is to give only when he feels spon-
taneously inclined to do so. To act
upon that principle would very often
restrain from prayer, and from reading
the Bible. It is better to perform a
duty reluctantly than not to perform it
at all. Let a man give, therefore, be-
cause he ought to give, whatever effort
it may require, but let him seek, at the
same time, to give cheerfully, because
he likes to give.

All Christians ought to give. There
are persons who ean speak very strongly
of the duty of the Christian world, or
of their own denomination, to contri-
bute liberally to the spread of the Gos-
pel at home and abroad; while they
contrive, on the ground of some pecu-
liarity in their condition, to excuse
A nota-
ble instance of this is to be found in
some ministers. “I give my labor to
spread the gospel, and that is surely:
enough, without my giving money too.”.

Now this famous excuse was never -
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substantial enough to be decent, ex-
cept in the case of those who were
utterly destitute of private means, de-
voting their entire time to the minis-
try, and receiving for their Iabors what
would barely procure the absolute ne-
cessaries of life; and even they would
only be thereby justified in giving but
little, not in giving nothing. How
flimsy a mantle does it seem as worn by
men, who, though perhaps poor and
poorly paid, certainly have it in their
power to retrench some expenditure, to
make some sacrifice; or by men, who
give a’ large portion of their time to
school, or farm, or merchandise, and
thus are about as thriving as their
neighbors, and often comparativelyrich.
We have heard of a wealthy and hon-
ored minister—and we believe him to
be a sincere Christian, though lamen-
tably penurious in matters of religion,
that on.one occasion he preached upon
covetousness, denouncing it with all
that majestic eloquence for which he is
remarkable, and as the people went
away more than one man said to his
neighbor, “Didn't you feel, as you lis-
tened to Mr. —— to day, like telling
him what Nathan said to David2” It
is painful to think of the disastrous ef-
fect produced, not cnly upon the influ-
ence of that sermon, hut of his preach-
ing in general. On the other hand,
when the preacher himself gives libe-
rally, it is one proof of his being in
earnest, and it will powerfully stimu-
late others to a like liberality. The
people do notice this matter, though,
out of respect for the sacred calling, or
a sort of dissatisfied acquiesence in the
old excuse, they may rarely complain
and there is nothing that can give such
added cogeney to a pastor’s argument
and appeal in the canse of benevolence,
as when they see that ““to his power,
yea, beyond his power, he is willing of
himself.”” Besides, one must give, or
his own piety will suffer. The more
fervently he urges a duty upon others,
the greater the injury of neglecting it

himself. Tt is true that some persons
may complain of the preacher’s giving
50 largely, ¢ what, after all, comes out
of the people,” (when he has no means
of support besides his salary,) but these
are only the unreasonable, who 1nust
be disregarded, or the unreflecting, who
will soon think better of it. We main-
tain that to give, and to give liberally,
is the privilege and the duty of every
Christian man, and a church is just as
much hound to enable the pastor to do
this, as to furnish him the means for
purchasing books, or educating hix ¢hil-
dren. If they would be ashamed of
their pastor’s having to live in a very
small house, they ought to be equally
ashamed of his having to make a very
small contribution.

The poor ought to give as well as the
rich. Shall we speak of the widow's
two mites, which together made less
than half a cent? If one really gives
as much as he is able, and thus Jesus
smiles, what matters it whether the
world applaud or not? Often Jesus does
smile now, even as the under shepherd
looks with joy, upon the humble con-
tribution, hardly earned and freely gi-
ven, of pious poverty. Let no one then
ve ashamed to give, because he can af-
ford but little. And let no one forget
that giving is not so much among the
mere luxuries, as the necessaries of life,
which ought to be enjoyed, though it
be in a more frugal way, by the poor as
well as the rich. If the great number
of persons in our churches who are
comparatively poor, would all contri-
bute something, according to their abil-
ity, what vast sums would be poured
into the treasury of the Lord. Or let
us reverse the statement and say, the
rich ought to give as well ns the poor.
Few wealthy men contribute in any
thing like so large a proportion to their
means, as those in moderate circums-
stances. They have not commonly just
around many examples of persons
equally rich to stimulate them, and
they arcslow to observe that a subserip-
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tion which is absolutely great, may be
relatively very small,

We ought to give o various oljects.
The one grand work of Christian be-
nevolence has come to be distributed,
whether fortunately or unfortunately,
into quite a number of distinct depart-
ments of effort, and these make their
separate calls for support. Of course
it cannot be the duty of every Chris-
tian to contribute regularly to every
known enterprise, for they are counted,
great and small, by scores, and this
were to dissipate one’s attention so as
to diminish the benelit received by him-
selfl. DButis there not an equal perso-
nal injury when interest and attention
are confined to one or two philanthro-
piec undertakings? Desides purely lo-
cal efforts, in which a limited number

of persons are alone concerned, there |

are certain general oljects, which ap-
pear to have claims upon all alike. The
present necessities, and relative impor-
tance of each, a man must ascertain
and decide for himself, and graduate
his several contributions accordingly.
But something he ought to give to every
one. It may possibly be true, that if
some should countribute exclusively to
one object, and others to another they
would all be duly sustained.. But even
then, the giver himself would suffer.
These enterprises being in a measure
distinct, each makes its appeal to cer-
tain special convictions and sentiments,
and utterly to neglect any iIs to fajl
somewhat of that moral culture which
benevolence sccures, to substitute a
practical one-sidedness fur completeness
of Christian development. Anditought
constantly to be remembered that an
important result of all right-minded
and well-directed liberality is lost, in
all cases where the giver himself is not
made a better Christian.

We ought to give with system. Pro-
bably all well-informed persons recog-
nize the propriety, indeed the necessity,
(if much is to be accomplished,) of
‘“gystematic beneficence.” DBut what

system each one shall adopt, is the ques-
tion. Now we would not, if we had the
power, regulate the matter by any gen-
eral law. A man has no right to shun
the responsibility, and ought not to lose
the benefit of deciding for himself, It
would be difficult to find a better disci-
pline, than in the anxious and prayer-
ful effort of a conscientious man to de-
cide how much he ought, for a given
space of time, to contribute to the cause
of his Iledeemer. DBut there is room
for suggestions, suited to the various
callings and circumstances of men,
which this or that Christian may be in-
duced to adopt. Where one lives ex-
clusively upon salary or fees, as labor-
ing men, clerks, teachers, ministers,
physicians, lawyers, &e., it is compara-
tively easy. Many such persons give
one-tenth of their receipts, and have
only to distribute properly among vari-
ous objects. Some ought to give a lar-
ger, aid perhaps others a smaller pro-
portion. Those who live upon the in-
come from property have a more difficult
problem. One thing seems plain, that
they ought to give a larger fraction of
their income than the former class,
since the principal, from which their
receipts are derived, is a permanent pos:
session. DBut fur men engaged in busi-
ness, particalarly for farmers, the ques-
tion becomes much mere complicated
still. To give a fixed proportion of
one’s gross receipts, would in some cases
answer well, but in others it would ke
liable to serious oljections, To give
according to the net profits of business,
is a very questionable plan, for then the
more expensively and even extravagant-
ly one lives, the less he must contribute.
With farmers, the custom of setting
apart the produce of a certain picce of
ground, or a certain fractional part of
particular crops, often works well. It
appears to us that intelligent practical
men, occupied as merchants, mechanies,
manufacturers, or agriculturists, might

render a most important service to the
‘cause of bLenevolence, by devising each
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a scheme for systematic giving, trying
it himself, and communicating it in
paragraph through the religious jour-
nals. Meantime, wwe urge upon cvery
reader at least to establish some system
for his own direction. Let him thought-
fully and prayerfully determine on what
principle to regulate the amount of his
stated contributions. Experience, and
conference with others, may suggest
modifications of his plan, and thus may
be attained the most useful results.

At the same time, one ought occasion-
ally to give from impulse. We know
that in the matter of private devotion,
a man must have stated seasons, which
no degree of temporary disinclination
shall induce him to neglect; but at
whatever hour of the day besides he
feels any special devotional impulse, he
ought to yield to it, and however occu-
pied, to lift at least for a moment his
heart in prayer. Thereis here an anal-
ogy, as there ought always to be an in-
timate conneetiun, between praying and
giving. Let the Christian establish his
system, and never come short of it ; but
when some fact brought to his know-
ledge, some appeal of another, or reflec-
tion of his own, produces a special im-
pulse to give, let him not repress the
generous feeling, but give at once,
though it Le but little. Thus shall his
own heart be kept in a healthier frame,
while the ecause shall gain some addi-
tional aid.

Alas! for the Christian man who
does not love to give. J. A, B,

> SES W

PROBLEM OF EVIL,

No finite intellect, may be able to
solve it, unfold the Philosophy of its
origin, harmonize its existence with the
wisdom, goodness. and power of God,
and show how “all partial evil works
out a universal good.”

But the problem may be relieved of
many of its difficalties, to reflecting and
ingenuous minds.

The varied forms and established or-
der of evil, constitute the appointed

school of virtue. What discipline of
virtue could proceed, if deplored erils
were withdrawn., Patience is cultiva-
ted amid provocations and trials of tem-
per. Benevolence is called into exercise
by poverty, want, and wretchedness.
Ifonesty is proved and confirmed amid
temptations to peculation and fraud.—
Industry is stimulated by apprehended
want. Inquiry and study are awaken-
ed by consciousness of deplored igno-
rance.

The exercises of the camp are not
more necessary to the accomplishments
of military skill and diseipline than the
existing order of trials, arising from
ignorance, wantand woe, to the culture
and perfection of human virtue.

The existing order of evils, is notouly
a school for the cultivation of virtue but
also a back ground for setting off and
displaying its picturesque beauty. As
every painting requires its back ground,
to define more cleariy its outline, and
figures, and give, more brilliant and
stronger expression to its coloring; so
isolated, or associated virtues, are best
sct off in their beauty, brilliance, and
order, by the prevalence and contrast
of evils. Ideas of color, and magni-
tude, arise from relation aud compdri-
son. So truth, justice, benevolence, and
piety are illustrated, and commended to
heightened admiration by the contrasted
deformity of error, oppression, selfish-
ness, and irreligion. Surely God brings
good out of evil, makes the evil pas-
sions, and ways of men praise him, and
illustrates the excellence of his law and
the glory of his character.

W. W. E.

POV P VPN

Through the gloom of the night
The bright star beameth; S
O’er the dark frowning cloud
The rainbow gleameth.
’Midst the sorrows of earth
- Hope smiles the sweeter,
To think of the joys that
In heaven await her.
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TIIE MISSION OF THE CHURCIL.

There was once a great and good
monarch, who reigned, with undisputed
sway, over a vast domain. Many dis-
tant provinces were in willing subjec-
tion to this excellent prince, who gov-
erned them with unfailing wisdom and
discretion, and the highest happiness of
his suljects was ever best scecured by
unwavering obedience to his just regu-
lations. Inall times of unusual scarcity,
trial, or danger, their applications for
aid met with a cordial response from
their sympathising sovereign, who
either sent them immediate relief, or
in some other way, which his superior
wisdom saw better suited to their gene-
ral necessities, provided for the exist-
ing emergency. And though he had
often thus aided them, yet they were
still invited to come ficely, whenever
their need pressed them, and assured
that as a loving father’s towards his
children, so the heart of their kind
sovereign yearned towards them, and
delighted in Dbestowing whatever could
add to their real enjoyment.

But though this excellent king was
thus the friend and benefactor of his
subjects, still some of them were dis-
satisfied, and the inhabitants of one
petty province actually took up arms
against him.  When the tidings of this
foolish and wicked rebellion reached
the capital, the whole court was indig-
nant at the base Ingratitude of these
rcbels, as well as astonished at their
stupid arrogance, in supposing that
their puny strength could maintain a
controversy with the countless legions
under the control of their sovereign.
Many were eager to avenge the insult
offered to their honored king, and
longed for the word to be spoken which
should authorize them to crush the
rebels who had thus forgotten alike
their position and their obligations.
But the good king gave forth no such
exterminating mandate; his heart still
yearned toward his rebellious subjects;

and he longed to have them return to

their allegiunce, only that he might
pardon the insult, and again shower
down favors upon them. -

So he despatched embassadors to
their far off home to invite them to lay
down their arms, and receive his par-
don. But the rebels so hated their
excellent king, that they were enraged
at the very sight of his messengers,
and without even waiting to hear their
errand, or permitting them so much as
to enter their city, they rushed forth
upon them and stoned them without
the walls. Many similar attempts were
made by the good king to subdue their
animosity, but all proved equally futile.
At last the heir to the throne, a noble
and excellent young prince, the pride
of the kingdom, and the joy of his
royal sire, offered to go and see whether
he could not bring them to terms. Ilig
father told him that the way was long
and difficult, that the journey would
occupy many months, during which
time he would not only be deprived of
all the comforts of his regal home, and
be cut off from the society of his hon-
ored father and of all congenial associ-
ates, but he would, after his arrival in
that distant provinee, have te hold inter-

.course with the utterly vile and de-

praved, and who, after all, would per-
haps only treat his offers of reconcili-
ation as they had done those of his
predecessors. But the moble young
prince still expressed his willingness to
make the attempt, and the good king
so pitied his misgunided suvhjects that
he willingly assented to the petition of
the prince; and after all the prelimi-
naries had been satisfactorily arranged
between the father and son, the latter
set out upon his difficult and dangerous
embassy.

He was gone for many long years,
during which he took up his abode'in
the revolted province, dwelt among
the degraded inhabitants, mingled, year
after year, freely in their society, that
he might learn to understand their
characters, and their ground of com-
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plaint against his father’s government,

‘md that he might seck to remorve their
prejudices, correct their faults, and
gradually, by the power of his own pure
and lovely example, elevate the tone of
public sentiment, and ultimately bring
about complete reformation. In order
to accomplish this, it was necessary
that he shounld lay aside the insignia of
his rank, disgnise himself as a poor
man, and submit to all the inconveni-
ences of poverty and neglect. Ie even
became a servant to some of those
whose welfare he sought, and he shrank
from no privation or suffering that
could, in any degzree, tend to the ac-
complishment of his purpose.

Upwards of thirty years thus passed,
during which he not ounly cheerfully
submitted to privation and hardship,
and labored unceasingly to reform the
wretched and guilty rebels, but Le
actually bore in his own person the
punishment due to their crimes, and be-
came their surety at his father’s court;
so that whenever they should present
themselves before the throne, not only
would their former offences be no more
remembered against them, Lut they
would be reccived and treated as friends
whom the king himself delighted to
honor. After all this had been accom-
plished, the prince returned once more
to his father’s court, bringing the joy-
ful tidings that his errand had proved
successful; some of the leaders of the
conspirators had laid down their arms,
submitted to the offered terms of peace,
received full and free pardon, and had
pledged themselves henceforth to go
thruughout the length and breadth of
the land, inviting all their countrymen
to be reconciled to their lawful sove-
reign, and to enlist themselves under
his banner.

‘Then did . the father and son rejoice
together over the complete success of
the scheme they had devised; and all
the court shouted for joy at the safe re-
turn, of their beloved pringe from his
long and dreary exile, and - at the rich

fruits of his many years of toil and
suffering. All were convineed, too, of
the wisdom of the plan adopted by the
son, of leaving those who had formerly
been rebels, as embassadors to effect
the reconciliation of their countrymen.
None could so well know the strong
points of the conspirators, or the ob-
stacles which prevented their submis-
sion, as those who had recently occu-
pied the same position—none could
have motives so high and holy to move
them to exertion, as those who had just
received pardon for their own offences;
and, therefore, none doubted that with
zeal and fidelity, they would fulfil the
sacred duty assigned themn.

But, alas! for the frailty of poor err-
ing humanity, no sooner had their bene-
factor taken his departure, than they ~
began to fold their arms and comfort
themselves in talking over their own
improved condition and prospects, and
to regret that he to whom they owed
all, should have assigned them so very
troublesome an errand. Onesaid, “The
rebels are so scattered, and most of
them are a long way off, it will be a
toilsome journey to get to them.” Did
he forget Low much further his prince
Lad come to save him?

Another said, * The job is expensive.
it will take so much of my fortune that
I shall have bLut little left to enjoy
when I return.”  And what had it cost
the heir of the crown to come to kis
rescue? How much enjoyment had he
sacrificed for thirty long years of exile
from his father’s house, poor, despised,
destitute, forsaken? Had be been de-
terred by the cost, from his noble pur-
pose?

A third excused himself on the
ground that he had cnough to do at
home, without setting forth to serve
others; his business required his atten-
tion; it was quite impossible for him to
leave home. And had the king’s son
nothing to occupy him at home? Was
it a mere pastime that had kept him
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for more than thirty years an alien
from his father’s house ?

But a fourth said, *‘ These rebels are
all sfrangers to me. I don’t know any-
thing about them; and why should I
take all thistrouble? If they were my
Jriends I might do it, but I can’t make
this sacrifice for those I have never
scen.”” Was lie a friend of the bene-
factor who had travelled so far to save
him? 7Was he not an enemy as well as
a stranger? Yet that tender-heart had
groaned for him, and toiled and suffered
for his relicf.

Another said, ¢ From what I have
heard of these rebels, I know them to
be utterly vile and debased. Ilow can
I give up the society of the refined and
excellent, to mingle with those so far
my inferiors, and to whom I feel such
repugnance ?”> Ah! how far greater
was the difference Letween him and
the noble prince who had rescued him
from his former debasement, than be-
tween his present condition and those
he thus despised! IInd the pure and
spotless young prince shrunk from con-
tact with pollution, where would he
now have heen?

The sixth pleaded, ‘Let them lay
down the arms of their rebellion as I
have done. They know already that
they are doing wrong, and incurring
not only guilt, but danger by their
present course. Let them repent and
return to their duty, without waiting to
be urged to do so. It is more their
concern than mine; let every onc at-
tend to his own business.”

Unfaithful servant! TIlad thy Lord
left thee to thyself, wouldst thou not
long since have been reaping the bitter
reward of thy folly? What hast thou,
that thou hast not received? And had
he not come to woo and win thee to
obedience, wouldst thou not still have
been waging warfare against thy right-
ful sovereign, or hopelessly consigned
to endless perdition?

“Well,” said the next, “T would go
if I was sure that I could accomplish

anything; hut, after all, T don’t know"
that they would even listen to my mes-
sage; and perhaps my life might be
sacrificed, abd no good achieved at last.”

Is this the cold, caleulating indiffer-
ence—are these the doubting words of
one whose life has been justly forfeited
for his own rebellion, and who had
been rescued by the free, unmeriied
compassion of the prince, whose last,
solemn command, whose standing com-
mission he now so carelessly neglects?
Alas! alas! is this the gratitude, are
these the kind returns, a saved rebel
owes to the loving friend who rescued
him from the punishment his crimes
had so justly merited?

What shall the prince say to these.
unfaithful servants, who ‘so slightingly
treat his last command, so utterly set
aside his authority, and neglect the
solemn duty assigned them by their
lord? If those rebels perish in their
erimes, unwarned, and ignorant of the
way opened for their pardon and resto-
ration to the favor of their sovereign,
whose will be the guilt, and at whose
hands will the avenger of blood lock
for restitution?

Christian of this nineteenth century!
A thousand millions of tmmortal Leings
are hasting to elernify—sSEVEN NUNDRED
urLLIoNs of them are ignorant of their
danger, and never heard the joyful
tidings of salvation. Your Prince, the
Captain of your salvation, who left the
bright courts of heaven to proclaim
pardon to you, has heen saying for more
than eighteen hundred years, “Go into
all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature’” ‘Will you hesitate
longer? Will you still dream over the
desolations of sin? Will you fold your
arms in luxurious idleness, and hug
your gold to your bosoms, while souls—
immortal souls—the purchased posses-
sion of his toils and groans and blood,
are going down to'endless death? Will
you, whom he has redeemed by the
sacrifice of himself, make vain excuses, -
and talk of the few paltry. sacrifices
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you make for the conversion of a sin-
ruined word? And what are these
sacrifices? TYou dwell in ceiled houses,
are clothed in fine raiment, and fare
sumptuously every day ; while Jesus hnd
not where to lay his head, and for the
simple garments and plain food which
nature demanded for the supply of her
most pressing necessities, he was de-
pendant, often, upon the charities of
the poor, whose dwellings he entered
but to bless. You provide for ull your
own wants, real and imaginary; build
fine houses, pamper every fleshly appe-
tite of yourselves and your children,
lay by a certain portion of your income
for future contingencies—and then, if
you bestow a small portion of the re-
mainder, for which you have no par-
ticular use, you talk of sacrifices, of do-
nations to the cause of Christ. The
very term is a solecism. Can that bea
sacrifice which costs you nothing? Is
t.at a gift froin you, which being loaned
to you for a specific purpose, is, in part,
applied to the very use for which it was
designed? Alas! alas! that poor frail
humanity should thus deceive itself.
That those who have written * Ioliness
to the Lord” on themselves and all they
possess, should thus prostitute time,
talents, influence, life itself, with all its
" noblest powers and capabilities for use-
fulness, in grovelling devotion to the
god of this world, and in abetting the
arch fiend himself in his purposes of
universal destruction! That when aims
80 high, and motives so holy, are held
out to the child of God, he should still
grovel in pursuit of baubles that must
perish with the using—that when per-
mitted to engage in rescuing souls,
priceless sonls, from eternal death, he
should waste his few passing hours in
heaping up straws——and that when he
might be gathering gems to deck the
crown of his Redecmer furever, he will
prefer rather to lay up the paltry trea-
sures of earth, which, in a few short
hours, may take to themselves wings
and flee away, or which at best, he

must leave when the day of his own
death shall arrive.

Fellow Christian! in view of that
solemn hour when earth and earthly
joys shall be passing from your grasp—
of that-awful day when you and those
you miyht have saved from endless per-
dition, shall meet at the judgment-seat
of Christ—when the Saviour, whose last
command you have trifled with, whose
solemn eommission, signed and sealed
with his own prscious blood, you have
left unfulfilled—when 1Ie shall charge
you with your guilt—say, what wilt
thou answer? When e shall make
inquisition for bloed, ah! whither wilt
thou hide thee from the avenger? In
view of these solemn realities, as you
would be free from the blood of souls;
as you would welecome to the joys on
high these whom your efforts have
saved from hell and elevated to heaven,
as you would meet the approving smile
of him whe died for you, I pray you be
faithful to your trust. See to it, that
time, talents, influence, be wholly con-
secrated to the Master’s cause and that
as fur as in you lies, the gospel shall be
preacked to all the curtlh; and the lowest
and most degraded of earth’s teceming
millions, whom you may reach by
prayer, or cffort, or sympathy, by toil,
or sacrifice, or sclf-denial, by life or
death, by going yourself or sending
and sustaining others, by any means
that you can use, that every one of these
shall hear of Jesus, and learn the glad
tidings of salvation through his blood.

When Christians shall thus live, and
labor, and pray; when the church shall
wake from her long sleep, and clothed
in her beautiful garments, shall go forth
in the strength of her God, conquering
and to conquer—then, and not till then,
shall the millenium appear; the hea-
then, now so mad on their idols, shall
worship and serve only the living and
true God; and the seventh angel shall
issue forth his joyous proclamation,
echoed by the armies of heaven and
the inhabitants of earth, “The king-
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doms of this world are become the king-
doms of our Lord and of his Christ;
and Ile shall reign forever and ever.”

Who of us, my fellow-Christians,
shall have part in the rejoicings of that
great and glorious day? Not he who
shuns the toil and sacrifice needed to
usher it in—not he who would shrink
in the day of bhattle, and fear to risk
anything in so glorious a cause. But
he who bears patiently the cross now,
shall wear the crown hereafter; he whoe
lays down all for Christ in the daj of
his humiliation, not counting cven his
life dear unto him, so that he may win
souls to hjs honored Lord, /e shall have
part in the glorious rewards of that day
when Jesus shall see of the travail of
his soul and bhe satistied; when, in all
this sin-ruined earth, there shall be no
more curse; but the tabernacle of God
shall be with men.

F. G. R. D.
Charlotlesville, Oct. 30th, 1855,
=

From the Southern Buptist.
CENTRAL ATFRICA.

The work on Central Afriea, by Rer.
T. J. Bowen, just issued by the South-
ern Baptist Publication Society, strikes
our country at the right time, as to the
great question of opening commerce
with the interior of that continent.—
England and France are already ahead
of us; and they will probably sharethe
larger portion of the profits of the great
trade which must soon come out of that
country. We learn from reliable sour-
ces that some of our leading Southern
members of Congress hope to introduce
a bill even in the present session, for an
appropriation for navigating the Niger.
But the views of Mr. Bowen, in this
book will doubtless help the measure,
sooner orlater. We cannot do our read-
ers a better service than by thus offer-
ing them the large and comprehensive
views of .a Christian missionary, on
material civilization, and the consisten-

the herald of the gospel. We select an
extract from chapter 26th, on the
“Means of Regenerating Africa.”

¢ The missionary work, and the only
duty of missionaries, as such, is the
preaching of the gospel, and the plant-
ing and training of churches. The du-
ties of this single calling are sufficient
to fill the hands of any laborer. After
all, the missionary is a man, no less
than a minister ; and, as a man, he can-
not avoid feeling an interest in every
thing pertaining to the physical, mental
or moral improvement of mankind. He
must not be a school master for the hea-
then, but if he is wise, he will do all
that he consistently can for the promo-
tion of such schools as are adapted to
the condition and wants of the people. .
Ile cannot instruct them in the arts of
the blacksmith, the carpenter, the ma-
son, &e., but he will desire them to have
that degree of instruction in every art
which is necessary to their present im-
provement. IHemay not turn merchant
among them, but he will rejoice at the
extension of commerce, as one of the
great means of civilization. In like
manner, missionary socicties cannot be-
come the patrons and supperters of any
thing which is notdirectly a part of the
missionaries’ work; but, if need be,
they may render any kind of assistanece
to school teachers, merchants and trad-
ers, which may be consistent with the
design for which missionary societies
were created.

No onedenies that schoolsand the in-
dustrial arts would be useful to Africa,
and helpful to the extension of the gos-
pel.  But the greatest of all these sce-
ondary means for the extension of the
gospel, is commerce with Christian
countries. Of course, I make no allu-
sion to the slave trade, which is suppor-
ted by the most demoralizing species of
war, and causes the death of two or
three persons, on an average, for every
slave that is brought to the market.—
Like many other things in human his- -

cy of those views with the motives of , tory, the slave trade was a mixture of
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good nnd evil; but the great cycle of
human events has passed it by, never
toreturn. Already ¢ lawful commerce,”
as it is usually and significantly called,
has taken fast hold on most of the old
stations of the slave trade, as at the
month of the Gambia, and Sierra Leone,
in Liberia, on the Gold Coast, and last-
1y, at Lagos. This is the traffic which
we regard as o powerful auxiliary of
the wospel, and upon the steady advan-
ces of which, we look as an evidence
that our missionary labors shall not
cease till Africa has been added to the
civilized world. That the men who are
engaged in this work, feclintense inter-
est in the progress of present events, is
not to be wondered at, when we consid-
cr that as preachers, school teachers,
mechanics and traders, they are crea-
ting nations, and founding empires.—
Never before, have the benevolence, the
wisdom, the wealth, and the might of
men been devoted and pledged to such
a work as this, of which Africa is now
the object. However much it may be
delayed, the ultimate success of the un-
dertaking is no less certain, than the
principles of nature upon which it is
founded.

While we remember that African
commerce is yet feeble, we are not dis-
couraged inour hopes that it is destined
to become a powerful instrumentality
in the civilization and conversion of the
continent. The commercial importance
of the country is beginning to be recog-
nized. The scores of French and Eng-
lish vessels constantly. engaged in navi-
&ating the Senegal and Gambia rivers,
and the rapidly increasing trade of sev-
eral nations with the Western Coast
generally, are proof of this. But the
present trade is probably not a tithe of
what it might be, even with the present
population. The single article of palin
oil—to say nothing of all sorts of trop-
ical productions—has neo assignable

" limit, as regards either the production
or the consumption. ‘The little palm-
nut is the greatest enemy that has ever

reared its head against the slave trade:
for civilized nations will soon find ne-
groes too valuable in Afriea to suffer
their exportation to other countries.—
Iereafter every war in Western Afrie:

will be an injury to Europe and Ameri-
ea, and we rejoice to sce so strong an
advoeate of peace arising to power and
immortality on the shores of that hith-
erto wretched country. We thank God
for that emblem of peace, the palm tree.

But the internal wealth of all coun-
tries, and especially of so broad and
rich a continent as Africa, must always
be vastly superior to that of the coast.
In every thing except rice and palm oil,
Sudan has the advantage of Guinea.—
The air is more salubrious; at present,
the people are more civilized, and are
superior as to race; and the eoil and
climate are better adapted to most of
the trepical productions which are ac-
counted so valuable to other hot coun-
trics. Here, at the present moment,
are millions of people, every one of
whom may have something to sell, and
desires somethingto buy. The caravan
trade across o thousand miles of desert,
is computedatseveralmillionsof pounds
sterling, even now, slthough itis expen-
sive and unnatural, owing to the char-
acter and length of the road. The ne-
gro caravans of the interior which tra-
vel from one market to another, often
consist of hundreds, and sometimes of
two or three thousand people, laden
with home productions, with salt and
carbonate of soda from the desert, and
with numerous articles from civilized
countries, which by some long and ex-
pensive route have reached the heart of
the continent. From what I saw and
learned at Ilorrin, I suppose the weekly
arrival of such traders at that town
cannot be much, if any less than ten
thousand, and the same is going on in
every part of the country. There is
not a town without its market, and not
a market without some European goods,
and a desire for more ; and yet all this
vast, populous and productive region, is
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cut off from all direct and convenient
intercourse with the civilized world.—
ITow much and how many valuable
commodities are there wasted annually
for want of u market, or else not produ-
ced, or bLut little produced, we are not
able to say. The present trade of the
country is of course almost nothing to
what it might be.

So far us the productions of Central
Afriea depend on the willingness of the
people to labor, there is no doubt as to
theirabundance. The industry of these
people is one of the most remarkable
and unexpected facts which have been
brought to light by our acquaintance
with the country. It is a land without
vagrants. The blacksmith, the weaver,
the farmer, in short every body, male
and {emale, has something to do, and
their markets are always abundantly
supplied with every home production to
show how probable it is that sucha peo-
ple would labor still more, if stimulated
by the demand of a good foreign mar-
ket.

For what now, does the majestic Ni-
ger, the Mississippi of Afriea, flow
through the heart of Sudan, except to
form a great highway for a great traffic
with foreign countries? But the civili-
zed world is still unaequainted with the
Niger. Strange indeed, that the great
nnd enterprising commereial nations of
world, should not know whether the
Niger is or is not navigable for steam-
crs. DBut the fact has arisen partly from
our mistakes in regard to the character
of the country and people, and partly
from some mistakes which have been
made in attempts to explore the stream.
The manner in which several travellers
have pushed threugh the country, as if
travelling against time and reason, has
brought more reproach on the climate
of Africa, than it ever deserved.  Tra-
vellers would belikely to lose theirlives
in any country if they should hasten on,
as did Park, without shoes, or as the
younger Park, with no clothing but a
calico wrapper, or as Clapperton and

others, expesed to sun and rain, wading
streams, lying on the wet ground, and
too often endeavoringto counteract these
imprudences by an imprudent use of
brandy.

Mungo Parlk lost his life by the mis-
take of firing on the kind hearied peo-
ple of Busa, who meant him no harm,
and thus throwingthem into the mistake
that his canoe was the advance of the
Fellatah army. Lander floated down
the river from Yauri to the sea, but for-
got to observe whether there was any
real impediment to navigation by steam-
ers.

Laird and Oldfield, who reached Ra-
ba, were not provided with boats of suf-
ficient power and lightness for the ser-
vice.

They lost many men, partly from im-
prudent exposure, partly from the con-
stant uge of rum, and partly by purg-
ing, bleeding and blistering the heads
of men whose cases required an oppo-
site treatment. In the lower part of
the river, they were troubled with sand
bars, because they were not acquainted
with the rules by which the eye may
determine the course of the channel.
Finally, they made no money, This
expedition discouraged the English for
several years, during which time Capt.
DBeecroft, late Consul .at Fernando Po,
ascended the river on his own account
to a point some distance above Raba.

The recent expedition, (in 1854) as-
cended the Benue to 11° east longitude,
and returned at the end of six weeks
without the loss of a single man. This
result had been predicted by Mr. Huteh-
inson, (see his journal) provided the
men would live prudently and make
free use of quinine. The boat returned
professedly for want of wood, but reaily,
some were dissatisfied, and unfortu-
nately among the several personages on
board, there was no one invested with
authority to control the movements of
the cxpedition. It still remains for -
England, or some other power to make
a well-ordered, persevering cffort to ex-
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plore the Niger and its tributaries.
The matter would be very easy to cur
own government.

Our present knowledge of the Niger
is rather cxtensive than definite. The
Delta is sickly, but may be passed in a
short time by a good steamer, after
which, the climate is probably as good
as in tropical rivers. The sand bars
would give little trouble to an experien-
ced river pilot. There are rapids at
‘Busa, but the river is several hundred
yards wide, and canoes are paddled up
and down it daily. The broad river
above Busa, is full of shoals and islands,
but is navigable for canoes, and we can
searcely doubt that some of the wide
channels are sufficiently deep for steam-
ers. The proper season to enter the
river would be about the end of April,
so as to allow ample time for interviews
with chiefs, and to reach Busa in June.

One error of the English explorers has
been too much haste to return, and ano-

ther, too much desire t? traffic. Accor-
ding to Caille, who descended in a ca-
noe, the river above Timbuctoo is broad
and deep, and it probably retains this
character for several hundred miles.
Below Yauri there is no duanger to be
apprehended from the natives. The
Moors about Timbuctoo, might or might
not be hostile, but it is most probable
that they would receive the explorers
with friendship. Prudence would sug-
gest that the steamer or steamers should
be adequately provided with means of
defence.

One seriouy mistake has been com.
mitted” by ‘commercial adventurers on
the Niger. They have expected, very
wrongly, that if the country were rich,
they should find abundance of valuable
commodities, ready to he purchased,
and brought aboard the steamers. Be-
cause they have not found this, they
have been discouraged. FEven McGre-
gor Laird, so lately as last year, com.
plains that the expedition up the Be-
nue was not remunecrative. Ilow could
he expect that any first or second expe-

dition of this kind could be very profi-
table? I presume he did not expect it;
but bis remark was made to induce the
British government to relieve him of
the expense of another expedition:
whereas they ought to have taken the
affair into their own hands at first, and
have put the expedition in the command
of some man who would have finished
the work,

The navigation of the Niger is not a
lottery, in which men may draw a for.
tune, but a matter-of-fact work, in which
they may earn it. If trading houses
were established at suitable points on
the river, the people would scon come
to buy and sell, first by hundreds, and
then by thousands, and the productions
of the country could be laid up ready
for the steamers. Before many years,
the centres of trade would remove from
their present locations to the banks of
the river, the caravan trade across the
desert and to the distant coast of Gui-
nea would be broken up; wagon roads
would be opened ; new articles of ex-
port would come into notice, and the
production of old ones would Le increas-
ed ; and, at last, the traffic which would
not pay the expenses of the first expe-
dition, would be an olject of impor-
tance to the civilized world.

Possibly this commerce might need
some protection, either by forts, with o
few civilized negro soldiers, or by arm-
ed steamers, which is the method adop-
ted by the French on the Senegal. We»
who have lived for several years in the
country, however, can scarcely helieve
that any protection would be needed,
except good behaviour. All our sup-
plies and cowries, to the amount of sev-
eral tons, have been brought into the
interior to us by native carriers. We
have lived in unlocked houses, and have
travelled far and near through the coun.
try, and have ever felt as secure in our
persons and property as if in Ameriea.
For my own part, if I were a trader
on the Niger, I should have no fears of
the people.”
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CANTON—CHINA.
Letter from Sister Gaillard.

Macgao, Nov. 11th, 1850.

My Dear Brother Taylor: :

Strange are the paths of the future,
and in wisdom hidden from our view.
Three weeks ago, to-day, I little imag-
ined I should be where I am now, in
Maeao, and our dear home in Canton de-
serted by me. Nota whispercameto in-
timate the present state of affairs. Yet
in two days after that I was on my way
here, and now, with the exception of
Mr. Gaillard, its former residents have
all left it. Truly God’s ways are dark
and enveloped in mystery to our finite
comprehension ; and we are taught our
own worthlessness when God bids us
stand by and see IIis salvation. Itis
a blessed thing to know, as we certain-
ly may know, that he isa jealous God,
and will not allow is glorious name
to be used lightly. Many are the
prayers of Ilis people here, that e
would bring good out of evil, ‘“exalt
1fis nmme among the heatben,” and
open this vast Empire to the glorious
Gospel of 1is Son Jesus Christ.

Although we look upon the war, and
all war, as evil, and contrary to the
Gospel ; still though sad at heart at the
view of suffering, falling heaviest upon
the innocent—yea, not even sparing
Iis own little ones, the * Children of
the I\uwdom,"-——yet we may. rejoice,
and T trust do rejoice, that we have the
promise that *all things \vork together
for good to those who lovc God,” to Iis
church, and for the advancement of
His holy reign in the hearts of all
men. ,

What a fountain of fulness is there
in God through Christ!

Oh, if these poor Chinese only had
this mighty God, even Jehovah, to flee
to in this time of commotion, famine

and destruction! Had they faith in
Him, how different their state! But
alas! will not the hearts of God’s child-
ren be affected at the thought of their
misery, as thousands go into an unpre-
pared-for Eternity? May the tale of
these woes lead many to resolve to buc-
kle on their armor and “ come up to the
help of the Lord against the mighty.”
I know we have the prayers of Chris-
tians always, but may this war give to
those prayers a new fervency and devo-
tion of splr:t. May the church feel
that her part is fo pray. God has for
the present, seemingly, taken the ris-
sion work in Canton from our hands.
Let us pray that Ife may manifest His
elorious majesty and power ; bringing
the greatest amount of good out of the
least possible evil. Mr. Gaillard will
probably remain in ‘Canton until some
decisive measures are taken ; 1 suppose
Brother Graves has told you all the
news, 50 I will not repeat.
Yours in the bonds of Christ,
Eva M. GaiLvarp, -

s

YORUBA—AFRICA.
Letter from Rev. . H. Clarke,

Yoruba, in its moral aspect, presents
a ficld truly interesting, not on account
of the advanced state of the pecple in
divine knowledge, but as enlivening as
with the hope, from their peculiar con-
dition, that under the blessing of God,
ere many years shall have rolled away
they will be, to a considerable extent
partakers of the divine faith. That we
have heathenism here in many forms,
is most true, but it seems to be a pecu-
liar heathenism. Idols, sacrifices amd
charms, are the consoling hope and sup_
port of every class. While, however,
they worship wood and stone, they do
not rely upon any inkerent vlrtue pos-
sessed by these dumb idols, as able to
save, aside from that mystic intercourse
and communion, they are supposed to
have with the Divine Being.

-
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The peculiarity of their heathenism
is, that it places everyidol in an entire-
ly subordinate position to the Deity,
who uses them as mediators, to recon-
cile o sin-avenging God.  The account
given by them of their idols is, that God
made them in the beginning, with their
mediatorial position, as being suitable
to the black man, while:another dispen-
sation has been conferred on the white
man. In their confessions, whatever
may be their practice, they acknowledge
the impotency of their false deities, that
they have no saving power, and ascribe
to God the creation of all things, and
all perfection. Numerous are theidols
worshipped.,  Orisha secems to be both
a general and specific name for idol, so
that nearly all their worship may be
denominated Orisha worship.

It is stated by some, thatin the morn-
ing they pray to God. Their prayer is
offered up at an early hour. This wor-
ship then, if we take their confessions
into consideration, does not seem to be
a blind devotion to idolatry. The Su-
preme Being occupies an important po-
sition in their religious creed. Well
would it be, did they actin accordance
with their knowledge of his character,
and confessions of his greatness. Itis
astonishing to hear some of their re-
marks while speaking on this subject.
Their own language would stamp them
as peculiar heathen.

Theirdeities arethe mediums through
which thev offer up their sacrifices, and
their priests, the officials, who at times,
though not universally, perform this
ceremony. Altars of stone are to be
seen in places where parts of saerifices
are deposited. They seem to think
these sacrifices, accepted of God through
their mediatorial deities, have an aton-
ing merit. Hence it will be perceived
how similar their erced to the Jewish
ceremonial.  An acknowledgment of
sin is common. And there is no scrip-
ture that so vividly describes their char-
acter; as that in which James says, ¢ If
any man be -a hearer of the word and

not a doer, heislike unto a man Lehold
ing his natural face in a glass; for he
beholdeth himself and goeth his way,
and straightway forgetteth what man-
ner of man he was.” The light of tra-
ditiun seems vet to tinge the dark clouds
of superstition and idolatry that envel-
ope them. Their knowledge of divine
things is remarkable, and their confes-
sion of the truth’preached, with the want
of personal application, arc clearly in-
dieative of the Phariseeism of the human
race. They willadmit all you say, and
then tell you tkey serve God. But if
pressed too hard, they full back on the
very common and very natural oabjection,
that they reccived their Orishas from
their fathers, and eannot yet give them
up. Many will go on to add, the time
will come, when little by little, they
will forsake them.

Their knowledge of God may bo in-
ferred from the terms by which he is
known, viz.: God, Lord, Almighty. Ile
is viewed as the Creator and Supreme
Ruler of all things, and as a Spirit, in-
visible. The terms Saviour, Mediator,
Priest, faith, repentance and such like;
and their knowledge of eternity, the
soul, heaven, hell, and angels, mark
them as a people in advance of the gen-
erality of heathen, though their con-
demnation may be so much the greater.
As regards eternity, there is a cersain
vaguencss, an indeseribable conception,
that scarcely can be called a defined
idea. In fact, there is something about
it, even among the enlightened, that
bafiles the widest and deepest ranze of
the intellect. My soul shrinks back at
the grandeur of the thought ETERNITY !

It might here be very appropriately
asked, what is the effect of such a reli-
gion on the life and character of the
people? To which it may be replied, o
variety of causes tends to produce a
kind of heterogeneous effect—an image,
part of clay, iron and gold. So with
this people. “They are as an image of
compound mixture, at one time present-
ing to view something that is Leautifu
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and attractive, then again that which is
deformed and corrupt.  Ilere are idola-
try, and the corrupted truths of a gen-
uine religion, bLoth operating on the
same minds. No wonder then that
from one stand-point. we feel cheered
and elated, while we see the emission of
some true light, like fire struck from the
flinty rock, while at another view, the
soul sinks as it belolds the corruption
of depraved nature; a dark mass of
earth from which glimers no light to
cheer the pilgrim in his nightly walk.
Such commingled results may be seen in
social, domestic and civil life. If there
is not enough of divine truth to quick-
en and save, it exerts a salutary influ-
ence in restraining evil doers, and be-
coming a kind of palladium for the safe-
ty of human rights, and the benefit of
genceril society. While under this pro-
tection, an incitement is given to the
generosity and goed feeling of human
nature, that ends in a very considerable
amelioration of depraved hearts. Hence
{rue virtue is rewarded as well as vice,
and law is no mean restraint to evil-
daers.

Yo oo ad
MONROVIA.
Letter from Rev. Jokn Day.

Who can read the following letter
without n swelling heart? What earn-
est devotion to the work in which he is
engaged! And this is not a mere pass-
ing cmotion. Thus has our brother
been pleading for years for the benight-
ed millions of Africa. Sometimes ex-
ultant with hopes, sometimes oppressed
by fears, as the dense clouds gathered
into Egyptian darkness, then again
with tears of gratitude and strains of
thanksgiving and praise, but ever to us
here, and we doubt not to IIim who
heareth prayer—‘ O, remember and
help these poor, ignorant, degraded
Africans!””  Will not God hear? Yea,
has he not heard? And will any Christ-
ian be deaf to the entreaty? P.

Day’s Hork, Moxrovia, Dec. 6, 756
Rev. Jus. B. Taylor:

YVery Dean Str.—There is no use in

disguising my wish and intention as

far as I ean be permitied to carry them
out. I can not feel as I wish, unless T
have the poor natives around me. I
have the land, I am building houses,
and want to take 15 or 20 native boys.
I am bhaving land cleared off, and in
the course of next year shall he ready
to take them in. We have expended
much, and have seen but little good re-
sulting. That is, we have witnessed
but few conversions. Hundreds have
been taught to read the word of God.
They have returned to the region of
darkness, it is trae; but do they carry
no light? They carry with them the
Bible. Is it powerless? Have I not
seen men come, and sit with others and
read as well, and perhaps, bLetter, than’
when they left? Who learned you to
read? You, sir. Will not that Bible
proclaim there is a God, a Heaven, a
hell? May not the work which we have
doue tell in years to come? My breth-
ren here are whispering round, “Day
is getting up a separate interest; Day
is about to establish another church.”
No, Day is a servant of the most high
God, and wishes to show to poor hea-
then the way of salvation. And I
thank the Board for what they have
done. But I shall not cease to ery un-
til this is 2 complete missionary estab-
lishment; with its native department,
its common, classical, and theological
school departments. I have a personal
private interest in it. How? My soul
is tn i£. My peace of mind, outweigh-
ing gold, is in it. Do stir up the peo-
ple and let us have an institution of
which others will take the model. An
institution both creditable and vastly
beneficial.

o4

GREENVILLE.
Report of Rer. R. E. Murray.

This is the last report of the excel-
lent Murray, an account of whose death
has been published in the Journal.

Greenville, Augt., 26, 1856.
Dear BROTHER,
In complying with your request, I
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think it best to give a short history of
the origin of the Baptist Churchin this
country.

On my arrival in Liberia, Sept. -th
1843, I found Brother Hilary Teage, pas-
tor of the Providence Baptist Church,
Monrovia. On the 5th instant, my let-
ter, in which my wife was included,
was handed to the pastor, and, a few
days after, we were received into the
communion of the church.

In May, 1844, I received, through

the kindness of some dear friends, to
whom I will ever feel grateful, the of-
fice of Superintendant of Emigrants,
for Sinoe, which was then attached to
Grand Bassa County.
" On the arrival of the brig ¢ Lime
Rock,” with emigrants for Since, I com-
menced preparations to embark on board
with my family. There being a few
Baptists at that place, the brethren at
Monrovia gave me a letter of recom-
mendation to them, with authority to
use my talents, (if any,) to the advance-
ment of the Redeemer’s Kingdom. 1
rejoiced at the confidence reposed in
me by the brethren, but trembled at the
idea of the responsible duties imposed
on me. I felt sensible of my ineffici-
ency, but asking counsel of God, I took
courage, and resolved by His help to do
my duty. We sailed from Monrovia
on the 10th May, 1844, and arrived at
Sinoe, on the 16th instant.

After a little inquiry, I discovered
but two Baptists in the place. Brother
Samuel Delany, and sister Maria Peel—
the Iatter from Charleston and an old
acquaintance of mine. Brother Delany
was overjoyed to learn that there was a
prospect of communion with his own
people, for though he worshipped with
the Methodist brethren, yet he could
not bLe induced to unite with them.

BUILDING A MEETING HOUSE.

It was not long after I arrived at this
place, and mado known my design of
striving to get up a meeting house, that
I observed ecertain unmistakable signs

of opposition from a christian bLrother,
who first began by throwing out baits
ina sly way. Ile observed at one time,
4 You have talents, and 1 would advize
you to see where you can be most use-
ful ;” but finding the bait did not take,
he beecame quite plain, and ebserved,
that the Baptist denomination would
never obtain a footing in this country,
that it had begun to decline in Messura-
da county, and would not gain strength
in this. I replied, that I had no fear
of the result of a faithful discharge of
duty, that it was the work of God, and
he would give success toit. In this I
have not been disappointed.

After a residence of two months in
Sinoe, Brother Delaney and myself ¢in-
cluded to erect a little thatch meeting
h.'ousc. Several of the citizens gene-
rously aided us by small contributions,
the house was completed in a short
time; and on the Lord’s day, 22nd
August, 1844, it was opened for public
worship. It was a day long to be re-
membered. The attendance was good.
There were but three Baptists present,
for Sister Peel did not unite with us
until 1347,

OrrosIrioN,

Many trials awaited us. We were
evil spoken of, ridiculed, and people
were taught, by an apostate Baptist,
that we were a dangerous set, that any
who followed us would go to hell, as
we placed our hope of salvation en-
tircly in water baptism, and other argu-
ments equally destitute of truth and
zood sense, were put forth with the
same unchristian object in view. Dut-
is it not strange that such fulse state-
ments are put forth respecting us, as,
that we believe that water will regene-
rate the soul? This is direetly opposed
to our precepts and practice ; and this
charge recoils with a crushing foree on
the heads of those who make it. I
have often wondered why cur accusers
are in such haste, if their infants are
sick, to have them christened 2 But lct
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them try to disguise the true state of
their feelings, by the most specious ar-
guments, they cannot deceive me. 1
was reared altogether by pedo-baptists,
was christened in due form by a Meth-
odist preacher, and was taught, {hat by
that solemn mockery, my salvation was
secured. Thisimpression was go strong
on my mind, through all the days of
childhood, youth, and early manhood,
and was productive of such a degree of
self-righteousness, that the most heart
searching discourses scldom affected
me, and when they did pierce my coat
of mail, the effect were so transient, 50
evanescent, that my old opiate would
soon soothe, and lull me into my former
state of indifference. When it pleased
my heavenly father to conviuce me of
my sins, and the awful danger to which
my sins had made me obnosious, my
old opiate soon lost its virtue, and I felt
then, and will ever continue to feel,
that my being cliristened, and taught
to believe it a saving nct, did more to
jeopardize my soul, and expose me to®
ruin, than any thing I can conceive of.
It blitided me so completely, that T could
not see my need of a Saviour; and I
am fearful the same effect, where the
practice of christening infants prevails,
will be sure to follow.

Having commenced my labors, though
I saw little tc encourage me, the Meth-
odist interest being so strong, yet I
Lioped that God would, in his own time,
zive suceess to my weak endeavors to
be useful in the spread of Gospel truth.
As often as my heart would rejoice in
hope of sceing a poor penitent enqui-
ring the way to Zion, so often was I
doomed to be disappointed. A meeting
would be called, by the Methodists, and
in the midst of excitement almost be-
yond deseription, T would hear of the
conversion of the person, or persons I
had fondly hoped, would unite with us.
Many such disappointments T had to
endure. But this was not all, the

constant laughing stock in the comimu-
nity. oo
BAPTISMS AND CHURCH CONSTITUTED.

Every thing for nearly two years
wore a mmost unpromising appearance,
when it pleased God to add two to our
number. On the first Sabbath in June,
1846, they were baptized by Brother
Jones of Cape Palmas, and on the same
day the church was organized of five
persons. It was a delightful day to us,
when, for the first time in our county,
baptism was administered Seripturslly,
that is, to believers by immersion.—
Brother Jones was very clear in his re-
marks on the subject of bhaptism; and
such was the feeling manifested by two
of the leading men in the Methodist
communion, that one would not stay to
witness the administration of the ordi-
nance, while another observed, “If
that is the only way to heaven, I wont
get there ;7 while a female present, with
more judgment, replied, T wont say
go; I would rather submit to it than
loose heaven.” From this time, there
was no increase, till sister Peel joined
us in 1847. In May, 1848, another was
added to us, and was baptised by Bro-
tirer A. P. Davis on the 10th of June,
1848. This young woman had not
been three months in the country, at
the time of her baptism, and many of
the “Lknowing ones,” prophesied her
death, and endeavored to work on her
fears; but, sustained by IHim in whom
she trusted, and in whose cause she
was about to engage, she went furward,
leaning on the arm of her beloved
Lord, and is now a consistent member
of the Church, while some of the pro-
phets have passed from time to eternity.

A GREAT INCREASE.

But now a season of great rejoicing
was approaching. I had, for move than
a year, felt that God would send us
“help from abroad, and give strength to
that branch of IIis Church in which I

ssmallness of our number made us o

Lad been laboring for nearly four years
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with very little success, but with a feel-
ing sense of the great honor I enjoyed
in laboring for the promotion of the
cause of Christ. On the 12th of July,
1848, the “Col. IIoward,”” arrived,
bringing us 2 fine company of emi-
grants, and adding fourteen members.
This was life from the dead. From
that time till 1853, the increase of the
Chureh has been rapid, both by letters
and baptism.

PRESENT CONDITION.

Our denomination has now two in-
dependent churches, one in Greenville,
and one in Farmersville, under the
pastoral charge of Rev. J. Roberis—
besides a number of brethren in vari-
ous parts of the country. Within the
last year death has summoned many
beloved brethren from this vale of tears,
to meet their Saviour and Mediator.
We lament their loss, but acquiesce in
the will of Him who doeth. all things
in righteousness and perfect wisdom.
We have every reason to give thanks
to God for the success of our cause
in this place. Many things occur
to try us to the quick, but God will
overrule all things for good.

LADOURS AMONG THE JICATIHEN. .

In relation to the missionary enter-
prise, X cannot say that much has been
accomplished in turning' the heathen
from their vileand abominable customs
and habits, but that the gospel has been
preached to them, in a way to extend
far back in the interior, is a matter of
rejoicing to us. “Joe Weah,” iiving
about 40 miles in the interior, is now
calling for a preacher and, teacher,
‘which eall should be speedily responded
to. Tt would be an excellent station.
"The gospel has been made known to the
inhabitants of Blue Barne, Sinoe, and
the Butaws. At the last named place,
a young man, who has just returned
informed me, that he spent a Sablath
and was requested to “talk God pala--
ver” for them. They told him that
brother Nyle invariably performed di-

vine service on the Sabbath. This
young man not being a professor could
not discharge the duty required, Lowe-
ver, he taught the younger ones the al-
phabet and the Lord’s prayer. 1le felt
mortified at the language of rebuke ad-
dressed to him by the natives, for their
opinion is, that every man living where
the means of grace are enjoyed is a
“God man.” From the number of na-
tives, of different tribes, frequently at
Krootown, I can confidently say, there
is not a tribe within a circuit of 70
miles, some portion of whizch have not
heard the gospel, Since the declaration
of peace, the natives of Since and Ba-
taw have requested that teachers, and
preachers be sent them.

There is at Little Butaw a young na-
tive named “Tom Butaw,” quite desi-
rous of placing himself under a school-
master, that he may improve himself
for the benefit of the rising generation.
He stayed at Kroo with Messrs. Can-
ficld and Sawyer, and is quite intelli-
gent.  He declares himself tired of the
customs of his country; and is fearful
that very little can be done to reclaim
the old people; but is full of hope for
the children. e has a taste for draw-
ing, and will soon furnish e speci-
mens of his skill. I wrote his name,
which he copied admirably.

Sincethe revival of 1850 in this place,
there have been ten natives baptized.—
3 had lived in the United States; 2
natives of Sierre Lcone ; 3 Cangoes: 1
native of Trade Town, and 1 native of
Zeemboo,

PP O P L Prorrrre

EDINA.
Lelter from Rev. Isaac Roberts.
Ebpixa, Dec. 26th, 1856.
Rev. J. B. TarvLor.

Dear Sir,—I send you a brief report
of my labours during the last quarter.
You may discover from the above that
I am from Lome. I visited Edina last
month to meet the association; and I
rcjoice that my life has been spared to,
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meet the brethren, my fellow Iabourers,
aguain face to face: for since our last
meeting wars have almost threatened
our destruction, while at the same time,
starvation stared us in the fuce. Buta
kind and heavenly parent has yet pro-
longed my days to stand up as a mouth
for him. The church over which T have
the care, seems to be in a prospering
state. God has been pleased to visit
her with the influence of his spirit. * ¥
On the 2nd of November, preached at
Farmersville, baptized 4 persons, and
administered the Lords supper. * * *
On the 14th preaclied the funeral of
Bro. R. L, Murray. * # % The
school conneeted withmy church is ina
healthy state, but needs spelling books,
paper, &c. At Farmersville the Chap-
pel is in bad order, and the members,
in consequence of the war, are unable
to repair. For any aid from the Board
they would Le traly thankful. The
tracts that you sentme I have distribu-
ted. You will favour me by sending
me a few more.
CAPE PALMAS.

Leller from Rev. B. J. Drayton.

Brother Drayton has been elected
Governor of the Colony of Maryland,
but it will be seen that he still contin-
ues the supervision of Cape Palmas
Mission,

IIarreER, MARYLAND, in Lineria.
Rev. Jus. B. Tuylor :

Dear Bro.—I have the satisfaction
to acknowledge the receipt of your fa-
vor, of May 23rd, which afforded me
no small amount of pleasure. I regret
that you have not received letters from
me as often as you have reason to ex-
pect them, for I am sure the Board
have the first place among my corres-
pondents; and if you have not received
letters, it is not because I have not
written.

I feel truly grateful for your kind
expressions respecting my prosperity
and usefulness. ‘These repeated man-
ifestations of the favor of Almighty

God, in singling me out as an instru
ment in IIis hands to assist in the es-
tablishment and spread of Ilis lovely
Gospel in this dark and beaighted
country, have a strong tendency to
humble me in the dust before His Om-
nipotence.

The Church, as you are aware, must
evidently go forward in this, as well as
in other lands, with triumphant glory
and success ; and to secure this happy
and desirable result, the Head of the
Church has various means and ways.
Through a prudent, pious, and wise
Government, many of the angry feuds
arising among the natives may be ar-
rested—highways thrown up—paths
thrown wide open, through which the
Gospel may pass and reach the count-
less numbers who must perish, if they
arc deprived of its blessedness.

You alluded to my * clevation in offi-
cial influence.” It is as you have
learned. The government came into
my hands in December. last, as Lieut.
Governor, to serve out the unexpired
term of the former Executive, which
expired the first of June last; and at
the regular election, which occurred in
the same month, I was elected, almost
unanimously, for two years from Au-
gust lust. It appeared to me, after due
consuliation and prayer, that I would
be pursuing the path of duty, under ex-
isting circumstances of the State, toae-
cept the office; and T feel that an All-
Wise Creator intends me for special
reasons, and for the accomplishment of
certain ends, to move for'a season in a
two fold relation among my heathen
brethren. The will of the people also,
and my Dbest friends, would not take
any denial; henee I submitted with a
sense of my weakness and inability,
and place myself under the care of the
Lord. I admitthat I have yet much to
learn to enable me to discharge the du-
ties of the past as it should be ; but my
country, my degraded and less favoured
brethren, have cowmpelled the measure.

«VWe shall be sorry,” you say, “to
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lose your influence and labors on our
-behalf.” I could not feel justifiable,
under existing circumstances, to with-
draw myself from your service at this
point; and nothing that I know of
could induce me to suffer such a check
to our interest here, as I am aware any
kind of withdrawal of mine would oc-
casion; yet I believe the work can go
on without me, and as it was not me in
the past, neither will it be me in future;
but the grace of God, working a will
in his people to accomplish his incom-
prehensible designs. I have in weak-
ness prayed, and wept, and labored by
the grace of Heaven for the establish-
ment of this interest, and for the pres-
ent commanding position ang influence
it sustains: and I eannot materially re-
lax my efforts ‘on your behalf; not
since my induction into office, have 1
ceased to defend the cross, and neither
do I intend to let the work suffer at any
time or place for the want of my hum-
ble labors and influence.

With a heart actuated with the warm-
est emotions for the prosperity of your
interest, I consider it to be my duty to
sustain the same unbroken relation to
you, and to employ my leisure moments
and best endeavors for the mainiain-
ance and furtherance of your interest,
and the Redeemer’s Kingdom. Such
things as I may not be able to do, I am
of the opinion that the service of anas-
ssitant preacher will accomplish.

Che Commission.

UCHAMOND, MARCH, 1857.

Ouar subscription list has inereased
faster than we anticipated. We have
on hand only a very few back numbers,
(except of No. 1,) and all those breth-
ren who desire full setts of Vol. 1, had
better order at once. “First come,
first served,” will be the motto, until
the small supply on hand is disposed of.

We trust all our patrons will exert

themselves to send in subscriptions, in

anticipation, for YVol. 2. Send on the
names and the money, that we may
know more of what can be depended on
than we did at the beginning. P,

X2

“BETTER LATE TIIAN NEVER.’

At least so our feelings prompted us
to exclaim upon reading the following
in the Tennessee Baptist; a paper, by
the way, which is leading all our South-
ern journals in the number of its sub-
scribers. Brother Graves serves up a
savory dish; albeit, it may be too
strongly spiced for some palates, yet it
is a favourite with the multitude. But
to the extract.

“Tue CoumissioN; OrR SoOUTHERN
Barrisr MissioNary MacaziNe.—We
have not bheen as enthusiastic in coms-
mendation of this publieation, by the
Foreign Board, as we should have Leen,
had its publication been recommended
as necessary and expedient by the Iate
Southern Convention. It has been
undertaken purcly upon the responsi-
bility of the Foreign Mission Board,
neither the leave nor consent of the
Convention asked. Stiil, if it meets its
own expenses, including that portion of
the time of the Secretaries deroted {o it,
it will deserve to live and enjoy the
Imtrouagc of the denomination. The
ast number pleases us much. Tt is
filled with valuable missionary articles,
that to all ocur ministers and members
who wish thoroughly to understand our
Foreign fields, their position, geogra-
phy, climate, character of population,
and relative importance, the obstacles
to, and success of our missionary labor,
and in the end a perfect history of our
missions, are actually indispensable.
Priceonly $1 00, Address A. M. Poin-
dexter, Richmond, Va.”

Regarding the origin of the Commis-
sion, it is from the same source which
has brought into being each of the
periodicals which has appeared under
the patronage of the Boards of the
Convention. This will be seen by refer-
ence to an article in the Jannary num-
ber, for 1857, of the Ifome and Forecign
Journal. As to paying expenses, Bro.
Graves, and our other editorial brethren,
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can do much to secure this result. A
plenty of subscribers, who send us the
“little yellow hoys,”” or an e-,uivalent,
woeuld make the Commission a source
of revenue to the Board. Bro. Graves
knows all about this. Ile has experi-
ence of the difference between a small
and a large list of patrons; and he can
do much in helping out a brother at a
dead lift. Come brother Graves, and
brethren all, aid us at this point and
we promise you we will endeavour to
make the magazine such that you will
not regret it. P,

SSTFR,
SRT

CENTRAL AFRICA.

In another part of this number will be
found an extract from the work of Bro.
Bowen, on Central Africa, taken from
the Southern Baptist. We hare, since
mnking the extract, seen a copy of the
book, (sent to ITome and Foreign Jour-
nal.  Our brother Tusten scems not to
know that there is also a * Commis-
sion” published in Richmond,) and
have read the greater part of it with in-
fense inlerest. We have no doubt that
the first edition will soon le sold; and
another, and another, called for. By
the way, the work is disfigured by Zypo-
graplical ervors, that should not be
pernitted to go into a second edition.
It needs a careful revision.

We had intended to prepare a more
extended notice of the work for this
number, but have not been able, as yet,
to finish even the reading of the book.
It will furnish us, in future, many a
valuable extract, It is written in that
lueid, easily-gliding, and graphic style
which marks all the writings of the
author. The energy of a deep, quiet,
but powerful enthusinsm, nerves the
whole volume. Without any parade of
learning, the author displays a large
acquaintanee with languages and phi-
lology, familiarity with the leading
authoritics regarding Africa, and large
powers of comprchension and annal-
ysis. There is hope for Africa, is the

undeubting conviction with which we
follow the missionary through this de-
tail of his travels and labors—she Las a
Juture, tie radiance of which shall con-
stitute ¢ bright hallo around the diadem
of Jesus!

P.

s> >
N e

WORTII READING.

So we think of the communication of
W. II. J., which forms the first article
of the present number. It iswell calen-
lated to impress the inind with an
awakening view of the great issues and
struggles of life, and to awaken in the
heart earnest longings for that intimate
communion with God which shali clothe
the joys of life with the radiance of
heaven, and sooth its sorrows with the
blessed hope of immortality. Yee, seri-
ousness i3 an element of Christian
character, most important in its in-
fluence, and salutary in its resulta,
Life is serious—death is serious—Eter-
nity, O with what solemnity it presses
upon the heart!

We hope that J. A. B. will very fre:
quently practice the principles he in-
culcates—and which we have reason
to know he practices in reference to
money —respecting his contributions to
the Commission; and in this hope we
know that all our readers will econcur.
We trust that the inculeations of the
article will make a deep and lasting
impression upon the mind of every
readér; and that each one will call the
attention of others to it. ’

“@Going to hell for a thrip!” Alas!
how many are doing it daily. We hum-
bly and carnestly pray that the warn-
ing of brother N. M. C. may arrest the
course of some poor wanderers before
the fearful journey is closed. Send us
more, many more, of these spicy, pun-
eent plants from your Southern garden
brother C.

«The Mission of the Church,” is
from the pen of a gifted lady, who has
shown herself willing to give more than




TIIE

282

COMMISSION.

+he labors of her pen in carrying out
‘the commmand of Christ to preach the
gospel in all the world. We think we
may, without fear, commend the articles
of this number to the attentive perusal

of our patrons. D,
THE LIBERALITY OF OUR
CHURCIIES.

Christianity is essentially benevolent.
In its practical effect it mmust exert a
Iiberalizinginfluenceuponall whofeel its
power. It quickens all the generous
emotions, represses selfishness, awakens
in the heart an earnest sympathy with
the miseries of others, especially such
as relate to their spiritual condition,
and, at the same time, by exalting the
great realities of eternity, lessens the
hold which merely transitory, temporal
intcrests exert. Whatever form of bLe-
nevolent effort may appeal to the Chris-
tian, we expect him, as a matter of
course, to take a deeper interest in its
success, and other things Leing equal,
to lend to it a more eflicient support than
the man who is not a Christian. The
Christian too is supposed to cherish such
an irrepressible desire to glorify his
Lord, that, whatever tends to advance
the cause of Christ will find in him an
ardent friend, and devoted co-operator.
We instinctively feel that there is an
entire and most criminal eontrast be-
tween the character of the Christian,
and that of the professor of religion
who has no tear to shed over human
misery, no hand to alleviate the sorrows
of suifering humanity, no heart to sym-
vathise with the progress of the cause
of Christ, no liberality to aid the efforts
of those who are labering for its exten-
sion. We may endeavor to think well
of such a man, but we cannot. We
may cndeavor to encourage the hope
that he is is a child of God, but clouds,
dark and portentous, rise up before
our vision, athwart which no bow of
promise spans its mild beauty,

. As of the individual, so of the com-

munity. A church which manifests no

concern for the well-being of mankind,
may be orthodox in creed, decorous in

worship, undisturbed by dissensions,
and correct in morals, but every one
Seels that there the Spivit of Christ is
not. ‘'I'he master spirit of the Son of
Man, if we may use the expression,
was love to man. Divine philanthropy
warmed and swelled his heart with an
unquenchable devotion.  Persccution
could not irritate, suffering could not ap-
pal, blood itself, his own heart’s blood,
could not quench the earnest benevo-
lence of his soul. O what agonies he
endured Sfor man, and from mun,—yct
his love failed not. The IXoly Spirit,
the Sanctifyer, imparts to those whoare

hrist’s a likeness, however faint, to
their Redeemer. And where a bLody
of professed Christians evince no vne-
ness with Christ in this respect, we
fear, in spite of all efforts to the con-
trary, that they have a name that they
live, and are dead.

Consonant to this is the conviction,
that the liberality of a church is apret-
ty fairindication of the strength of their
piety. We speak not now of modes of
manifestation. These may differ, while
yet the manifestation may be unmis-
takeable, and convincing. There might
be found, for example, communities of
Christians, illy instructed, who feel
little sympathy with the measures now
in progress for the conversion of the
heathen, who, nevertheless, are ear-
nestly laboring for the relief of the
misery, and the conversion of those
around them. In these they find ob-
Jjects which appeal to Christian benevo-
lence, and the appeal meets a hearty
response in their hearts. We may la-
ment that ignorance, or prejudice, su-
peradded to ignorance, prevents them
from appreciating the scopeand breadth
of our Saviour’s last command, but we
cannot question the reality of their
piety, or the sincerity of their devotion.
Very different is the case, howerver,
when, as sometimes happens, the kome
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plea is urged against effort abroad,
while kome ilself is neglected. Iere
there is nothing to mitigate the pain-
fulness of our apprehensions, or to avert
a feeling of contempt. Ilypocrisy,
cverywhere, is contemptible. Inreligion
supremely so. To plead the obliga-

tions of one duty in bar of those of ano--

ther, and then to neglect the duty thus
prominently urged, is hypocrisy. They
hope to deccive others. But they do

not. No man is deceived by such un-
righteous and palpable fraud. The

character of such persons, or commu-
nitics, is understood, not only by the
great Searcher of Iearts, but by men.
“Verily they have their reward,” the
frown of heaven, the pity of the good,
the contempt of all,

Now, in the living exhibition of
Christianity, as seen in our churches,
there is the struggling of the antago-
nistic powers of selfishness and Lenev-
olence. Perhaps, not a church can be
found where somewhat of the lLenevo-
lence of Chiristis not exhibited. Would
thiat we could add, that no individual
member of our churches, but exhibits
somewhat of this spirit. DBut alas!
alas !—=We remember to have met aman
in the State of » who was passing
down the declivity of life. e was a
man of wealth, had no child, or other
near relation depending upon him for
support. Himself and wife had both
been members of the church from an
carly period in life. We were solicit-
ing funds for an objeet which he ac-
knowledged to be important to the cause
of Christ. DBut he was unalle to con-
tribute; he was in debl. We noticed,
that this excuse gained no eredence with
those who knew him. This led to some
inquiries. “Ile owns alarge estate.—
True he is a little in debt; but it is for
a recent purchase of land. And before
that is paid {for, he will probably pur-
chase another. Itisalways so: and his
invariable excuse for not giving is, “I
am in debt.” “Well, T am sorry for
him.

But I hope he does better at |

home. He spoke in high terms of his
pastor, and of the necessity of giving
him a larger salary. What does he
give to his pastor?”  “ Five or six dol-
lars, if it is urged upon him, otherwise
nothing, and always with the excuse,
“I'm in debt!” Of how many is this,
substantially, a picture! “I am in
debt.”  “There is so much to be done
at home.” “There are so many calls.”
“I must provide for my family.” The
heart sickens and turns awny in disgust
from the contemplation of such charac-
ters.

Then there are those in whom the
influence of religious principle, and the
power of conscience, struggling hard
against selfishness and covetousness,
obtain a partial ascendency. They give
—something. Tt is distressing, though
sometimes amusing, to witness the con-
tortions of their moral nature when ap-
pealed to for aid. We deeply sympa-
thise with one under the hands of the
dentist for the extraction of a tooth;
but sume times we can but feel amused
at his ridiculous contortions. Mo obtain
the benefactions of some Christians is
like drawing tecth. They give, but it
is because they are forced to give. And
though when they have made a donation
conseience feels some relief, yet there is
left much soreness.

But then again, and thank God the
number is increasing, there are Christi-
ans who love to give. To take away
from them the opportunity, would be to
deprive them of one of their chief en-
joyments, Whether poor, or rieh, their
ability is the limit of their benefactions.
“Yea, beyond their ability, they are
willing of themselves.”” Such persons
shine as lights in the world. A church
of such would be a ““Drumond light,”
in the community to which it was at-
tached.

Detween these extremesare to befound
all shades of character; and from the
blended light and darkness of each is
made up the complexion of our church-
es. What is it ? The pure Ebon of the
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Guinea man? The fair tint of the Eu-
ropean? Or the nondescript of the mu-
Iatto? That the spirit of liberality is
sufficiently prevalent no one Dbelieves.
The neglect of the wants of the poor,
and of the young, the meager and hard
wrung support of the larger number of
pastors, the straitened treasuries of all
our general evangelization rocieties—
all these things unite to declare that
we have not, in this respect the spirit
of Christ as we should possess it. What
then? To know a fault, should be to
seek its correction. To see a deficiency
should lead to reformation. We close
this article then, by ealling upon every
reader, to aim at an increase of the lib-
erality of our churches. 1st. By yield-
ing himself more fully to the spirit of
the gospel. 2nd. By endeavoring to
bring others under its influence.
P.

PSP SO

CHINA.

From some cause we have no recent
intelligence from our Shanghai Mis-
sion. From Canton, also, we are with-
out communicutions of a later date
than the letter of sister Gaillard. The
difticulties with the English were un-
settled at the last advices. What is to
be their termination we pretend not to
conjecture. { one thing, however, we
feel certain. This, and all the other
commotions of that troubled land, will,
cither directly or indirectly, open the
way for the spread of the gospel in
China. It is the purpose of God, made
known to us in Iis Word, that all
nations shall bow to the scepter of Ilis
Son. 'This consummation is hastening
with every revolving year. The pro-
cesses by which it shall be achieved,
are, in part, under the controul of
Providence in such a way as to call for
nothing more, on our part, than ear-
nest prayer and hopeful trust. ¢The
Lord reigneth.” DBut while we are not
required to concern ourselves with the
arrangements of Divine Providence, we

are required to watch the indications
which they shadow forth, and to be
ready to co-operate, in the performance
of the duties assigned to us, in securing
the ultimate result.

China is to be converted. Unless
God shall carry on the process of her
conversion in a way entirely different
Jrom what has been the course of things
in all the past, this ecent must be Lrought

about by those wcho have the gospel. We
must carry the gospel to China. We,

who have rececived salvation, must obey
the injunction of our Lord, *“Go:ye,
teach all nations.”” Do we realize the
oblization thus imposed upon us? We
have done something for this end. Dut
cox=ld it be said, of a truth, that we
have entered, with any heartiness, into
the work ? that we have put forth any
cfforts at all corresponding to the mag-
nitude of the work, and the difliculties
to be overcome? Ifow few missiona-
ries we have there! And where are

- those who are willing to go forth to in-

crease the number?  Shall it be, that
when, in the providence of God, “a
wide door” is opened into interior
China, we arc to have no men in the
field prepared to enter?

It is known that several years are
necessary, in China, to fit the mission-
ary for effective service. Shall we so
neglect the present period of prepara-
tion, thatwhen the time for action cumes
we shall have no laborers to work?

Young men of God listen to the call
of those millions crowding the road to
death. It is as the loud wail of the
tempest—the awful voice of the thun-
der. But your cars are closed. O God
of China, as of Ameriea, do thou open
the cars of the deaf, and unscal the

eyes of the blind! P.
TIHE NAVIGATION OF THE
NIGEK.

We learn that the Committee on Com-
meree, in the United States Senate, re-
ported a bill, some two weeks ago, in
favor of an appropriation of 25,000
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dollars, and the appointment of some
competent officer of var navy, for the ex-
ploration of the Niger—the Mississippi
of Africa. Ilon. R, Toombs, of Georgia,
moved fur the reference of the bill, and
at our last advices we learned that it
was likely to pass. We sympathise
with the sentiment which has been ex-
pressed  privately to us, from high
sources in Washington, that Mr, Bowen
should accompany the expedition, as
the master spirit, and be appointed a
commissioner to negotiate treaties with
the chief: and nations of Central Afrien,
and make full reports on their resources,
and the measures proper to be adopted
for their benefit, as well as for our
own.

We take this statement from the
Southern Baptist. Our government has
too long heen inattentive to the grow-
ing importance of Afriean Commerce,
and the necessity of vigorous effurts to
prevent its bLenefits from inuring al-
most exclusively to England. It is to
be hoped that the measure thus aus-
piciously iutrodaced, will be followed
up with prompt action. The United
States must colonize, and Christianize
Africa, and United States commerce
ought to be a most effective means fo
these ends. .

OUR TIIANKS

Ara due, and are hereby gratefully
tendered to the brethren who have en-
riched the columns of the Commission
with their contributions. It can but be
a source of satisfaction to them, as it
has been to us, that their offerings have
gained so large a share of commenda-
tion. Nearly all of our Southern
Weeklies have now given their opinions
of the Commission; and with one voice
they unite in testifying to the high
character of the original articles of the
Magazine. Thus encouraged, we feel
assured that these whose pens have il-
luminated our past, will be willing to
shed additional light upon our future
progress.  And we have no doubt that
we shall Le able to secure other, equal-

ly valuable assistants. Several of the
original articles are contributions from
persons whose names do not appear in’
the list of ¢ Contributors.” That list
was published not as exelusive, Lut sim-
ply to give assurance beforehand of
what would be “ the taste and quality”
of the Commission. Not only . from
brethren have we received aid—our sis-
ters too are helping us to plead the

cause of Christ and Souls. "We hope
to have continued co-operation from
them. And now, we venture to make

an appeal '

TO THE SISTERS,

On behalf of our paper. It is well

known, dear sisters, that you scldom

fail in any good enterprise to which

you earnestly devote yourselves. Will

you mot help the Commission? ITow
many subseribers can you send us be-

fore we commence volume Two? P.

2P OAPS

THE CHRISTIAN REVIEW.

It is rather out of time to notice the.
January No. of this valuable periodical, -
but we did not receive it before our last
issue was In press. The Review is said®
to be the only Baptist Quarterly. This, .
of itself, would entitle it to the patron--
age of our reading brethren. But it-
may rest its claims upon its own merits,

The number before us is the first
published by the present editors and
proprietors, Rev. Franklin Wilson and
Rev. J. B. Taylor, of Baltimore. If we
are to judge of the future character of
the Review by that of this number, it
will be well worth the price paid for it
and the time devoted to reading it
Without attempting a discriminating
notice of any of the articles, we mention
as having particularly interested us,
“Tue Furure State,” by Rev. J. M.
C. Breaker. “ The Future State of the
Heathen,” by Professor Enoch Pond;
and ““ ArisoN’s History or Eurore,”
by Rev. J. R. Kendrick. We give the -
table of contents. Article I. The Future?
State, &c., by Rev. J. M, C. Breaker.

285°
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II. The Fature State of the Ieathen,
by DIrofessor Enoch Pond. IIL The
Providence of God in Books, by Joseph
Belcher, D. D. IV. Cockburn's Me-
morials of his Time, by Thomas Dur-
fee, Esqr. V. XNotices of Secripture
Translation In the Chinese Language,
by Rev. E. C. Lord, Chira. VI Ali-
son’s Ilistory of Europe, {second series,)
by Rev. J. . Kendrick. VII. Notices
of New Publications. VIII. Literary
and Theological Intelligence. Ecclesi-
astical Record.

Price $3 per annum, in advance. Ad-
dress ¢ Christian Review,” Baltimore,
Md. P.

Other Minsians.

MADURA MISSION—INDIA.
STATION REPORT.

A letter from Mr. Rendall, dated Oc-
tober 14, 1850, is in the form of a semi-
annual report of the Madura station.
He first speaks of the girls’ boarding
school, which he says “ has now forty-
one scholars in attendance, and all the
stations in the mission are here repre-
sented. The progress of the girls, in
the course of study, during the past
term, has been very gratifying. JMrs.
Rendall has been alle to devote io them
a greater portion of her time than usa-
al, and the girls bave bLeen greatly ben-
efited by it. Quite 2 number are seri-
ously disposed, and come to me frenuent-
1y to converse respecting the salvation
of their souls. I have hope of a fuw,
who are now eandidates for church
membership,”

Mr. Rendall adds the fllowing more
pleasant intellizence: “ Mr, Winfred
has written me that he received ingo the
church at Mallankinaru, on the 22th of

S

* This is the second time that our

nntif'e pastor has bheen permitted 10
receive additions to his church thig year.
I am also informed that Mr. Webl rc-

ceived four persons to the church enta
late tour to ’ulney.” GR

Sa e 2o g
CEYLON.

Mr. Spaulding reports from Oodco-
ville, October 1, that within the previ-
ous six months, four persons had been
admitted to the church by profession,
and one by letter.

¢ The state of the chureh,” at Bagh-
chejuk, writes Mr. Parsons, ““is delight-
ful; there is not a ripple upon the sea
of their peace and brotherly love. And
such is their love for souls, it i1s a won-
der to me that anything can withstand
them. DBut the harduoess of the human
heart is amazing.

Truvscaronas.—Religious Interest. Mr.
Rockwood, in a letter dated January
26, gives the followiug cheering intelli-
gence-

We are in the midst of a most pre-
cious revival of religion, scarcely less
interesting and powerful than that of
1852. 1In some of its features, it is a
more solemn and impressive work.—
There is more pungent conviction of
sin, and consequent sense of the need
of an all-suflivient Saviour. Twenty-
two have already presented themselves
for admission to the church. Others are
indulging hope of pardon, or are inqui-
ring the way of life.

>
HENTHADA—STAM—ASSAM.

Jlenthada.—Mr. Crawley writes un-
der date of Oct. 27, 1856,~—comunica-
ting the intelligence that a female had
Leen baptized on the preceding Sabbath,
swho for several months had given satis-
factory evidence of conversion, but

. who hadl lacked courage to meet the re-

! proach that would follow such a confes-
September, three men and four wosnen? '

sion of Christ Lefore men.

¢ Throughout the whole city, the as-
sistants report, a spirit of inquiry pre-
vails. One assistant tells me that wher-
ever he goes, he hears the people con-
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versing about the ¢white books.” Of
course we are not so deceived as to sup-
pose that this is an ecarnest spirit of
inquiry. Still it is pleasing to know
that the people are thinking at all of
tracts, and earc to read them.

Siam.—At the last communication
three additional converts were received
to the church. One of them was quite
an aged man, who received his first
knowledge of the way of life from the
venerable desicon Pe Ilwa, now decens-
ed. The other two are youngmen, over
whom the Lrethren rejoice with trem-
bling. They will be exposed to many
temptations, but the Master whom they
serve is able to keep them.

Mr. Smith writes that the operations
of the mission are continued as afore-
time. The second king manifests a fa-
vorable disposition towards the breth-
ren, and recently sent Mrs. Smith one
hundred ticals ($56.81) to aid in sus-
taining the expenses of her school.

Assam.~~Mr. Rronson writes, Nov. 3,
It is my privilege to tell you that some
for whom we have felt much solicitude,
lest they should ¢ despise, and wonder,
and perish,” have been hopefully con-
verted to God.”

Yesterday, Lord’s day cvening, we
assembled to commemorate our Saviour’s
dying love; twenty-four communicants
were present. It was pleasant to wel-
come these six persons by the hand of
fellowship. The four baptized seemed
very happy in the privilege of following
the Saviour into Jordan.

Deatiz oF A Distixcuisuep MisstoNary.

Our exchanges chronicle the death of
Rev. Eli Smith, D. D., missionary of
the Ameri¢can Board at Syria. Ile died
January 11th, aged 506.

The Recorder says of Dr. Smith:—
“IIe was born at Northford, Ct., (at
that time a parish of Wallingford,) Sep-
tember 12, 1801. Ile graduated at Yale
Colleze in 1821, and at Andover in
1826. In May, of that year, just before

the end of his seminary course, he em-!

barked on his Mission to the East;
where, after thirty years of indefatiga-
ble, wisely directed and faithful labors,
he has finished his course with joy.”
Dr, Smith has not only done valuable
service as a missionary, but “one of
much importance to the learned world,
was performed in connection with Dr.
Robinson, which that cininent man has
handsomely acknowledged in his Bibli-
cal Researches in Palestine. Ilis la-
bors,”” says the Congregationalist, * as
a translator of the Scriptures into the
Arabie language, date from 1846. Tor
these labors he had Leen long prepar-
ing, and was, perhaps, better fitted than
any other man on the earth. They were
congenial labors, and he gave to them
his whole soul. 'To translate God’s holy
word into a language spoken by sixty
millions of people, and into such a lan-
guage, fitted beyond most others ade-
quately to express the meaning of the
inspired originals, filled him with enthu-
siastic delight. It is believed. that the
New Testament, the Pentateuch, the
minor Prophets, from Ilosea to Nahum,
and the greater part of Isaiah, have
been completed ; and we hope more
than this. Among the most desirable
things of this age, to human view, was
Dr. Smith’s living to complete this mag-
nificent work. But Infinite wizdom does
not err, and his removal from earth,
just at this stage of the enterprise, was
by a divine hand. Dr. Smith wasamong
the most intel'ligent, laborious and con-
sistent of missionaries, and he was one
of the most thorough scholars of our
times. IIis mind was pre-eminently
practical. Ilis views on missionary
policy were sound' and comprehensive,
giving the proper place to every species
of labor. An intelligent biographer
would find ample materials for an in-
structive volume of his Life and Re-
mains, and the Christian publie would
welcome such a tribute to his memory.?”-

— PP OO PP rrree———




288

THE COMMISSION.

BOOK NOTIGES.

Tue Barrist DENoyiNaTiON: Its histo-
ry, ductrines, and ordinances; its
polity, persecutions, and martyrs;
tacts and statistics of its missionary
institutions, schools of learning, &ec.
The indebtedness of the world to
the Baptists, and their duty to the
world. By D. C. Ilay~xes. With an
Introduction by Joux Dowrixe, D. D,
New York: Sheldon, Blakeman & Co.

The title of this work renders a fur-
ther description unnecessary. It is de-
signed as a popular manual! apon the
history, faith and polity of the Bap-
tists ; and embodics o large amount of
valuable information.

Wispoy, Wit axp Wiins of distin-
guished ancient philosophers. By
Joseru Baxvarp, A. M., Author of
“ Plymouth and the Pilgrims,”” “Nov-
clties of the New World,” “Romance
of Ameriean Iistory,” &e., &c. New
York, Sheldon, Lamport and Blake-
man,

A collection of incidents and anee-
dotes relating to near a hundred of the
distinguished ancient philosophers.—
Much amusement and instruction may
be derived from the volume.

ANEcpoTtEs, RELIGIOUS, MoORAL, AND EN-

., TERTAINING. Alphabetically arran-
ged, and interspersed with a variety
of useful observations.  Selected by
Rev. Cuaries Beek, From the ninth
London Edition. New York, Shel-
doz, Blakeman & Co.

This is a valuable work, affording
practical lessons of great value, incul-
cated in a pleasant and impressive man-
ner, and an attractive style. Its value
is attested by the number of editions
through which it has passed.

For the above works weé are indebted
to the enterprising publishers, Sheldon,
Blakeman & Co., who are doing so much
to furnish the community with valua-
ble books. The style in which their
books are gotten up is worthy of all

praise. These books may bLe had of
Messrs. Wortham & Cotterell of this
city. P.

Joax or Arc. Tur Maib or OrLEANS:
<1 Pvem. Delivered at Wake, Forest
College, Nurth Carolina, June 12,
1856." By L. . S. A wmember of
the graduating class. Riclimond, Va.
J. W. Randolph.

‘We have received from the author,
AMr. J. L. Shuck, a copy of this work,
for which we tender mm our thanks.
There are few passages of history of
more romantic and thrilling interest
than the heroic daring and melancholy
death of Joan of Arc. Mr. Shuch has
zrouped the principle incidents of her
career, in an attractive form, in this
effort of his youthful muse. ~As con-
nected with the oceasion of its produc-
tion, the poem is creditable to the au-
thor. P

MISCELLANY.

Ar Jesus’ Feer.—The Rev. W. Jay
attended the dying bed of a young fe-
male, who thus addressed him: “1 have
little,” said she, *‘to relate as to my
experience. I have been much tried
and tempted, but this is my sheet-
anchor. He has said, ¢ He that cometh
to me I will in no wise east out!?” I
know I come to Ilim, and T expect that
IIe will be as geod as IHis word. Poor
and unworthy as I am, e will not trifle
with me; it would be Lbeneath his great-
ness; ¥ am at his feet. As you have
often said—

¢ Tis oy enough my all in all
At thy dear feet to lie:
Thou wilt not let me lower fall
And none ean higher fiy.’ Bt

ReriGioN A NECEssiTv.—As the lungs
demand air, the eye light, the ear sound,
the palate food, the intellect truth, so
the religious faculty—the noblest in-
stinct of man, the highest intuition of
reason—craves an object of worship.

Under its influerce man everywhere
seeks a rest for his faith; an altar for
his sacrifice, an ohject for his supreme
adoration.

“House of God,” Everts.

They say and do nof.—Every wicked
man lays down rules for others, which
applied to himself would prove him
vile, ungrateful, and worthy of death.
“ Qut of thine own mouth will I judge
thee, thou wicked servant.”
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