





“THE COMMISSION,

Yel. 2.

THOUGHTS ON MISSIONS.

TIHE VALUE OF TIIE GOSPEL.

The dissemination of the gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ, its proclamation
to the nations of the earth, constitutes
one of the most important and respon-
sible vocations on earth. To be con-

vinced of this, and to be duly impress-

ed with its great importance, we have
need only to reflect that it is proposed
thus to accomplish the redemption of+
man from that fallen, sinful and con-
demned state in which he is placed ; his
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| ever!
{ ten on them all.

reinstatement in the favor ¢f God, asa
gon, and an heir of glory; his resurree- !
- - - - i
tion, and introduction into the heavenly !

mansionsof immortal lifeand happiness. '
- Compared with these, all merely earth-
ly objects dwindle into insignificance!
What nobler, or more worthy of the
tongues of angels, and of the best fac-
ulties, energies and: means of man?—

Now these are the great objects of mis-

e e r—r cr—————

No. 4.

Decay and destruction are writ-
But not so with the
Gospel, and the ohjects which it con-
templates. ¢ For all flesh is grass, gnd
the glory of man as the flower of grass.
The grass withereth, and the flower
thereof falleth away: but the word of
the Lord endureth forever. And this
is the word which by the gospel is
preached.” Such is its durableness and
its indestructibility, when compared
with the glory of man! Vain and tri-
fling are all his works when placed by
its side, and unworthy of comparison !
Such is its transcendent importunce,
that for ages hefore it was heralded by
the ministers of the cross, it formed the
great and inspiring theme of prophecy,
and the burden of angels in their mis-
sions to this lower world! It doeswhat
human philosophy never has been able
to accomplish, and what it never can do.-
It reveals God to man, and man to him-

sions, and from this fact we would ar-! self. It dispells the native darkness of
gue their importance and their claims. | man’s mind, and enlightens it with the
Men deem rail-roads, canals, and tel- ' only true light. It reveals a resurrec-
egraph lines, the navigation of the riv- 5 tion from the dead, and an existence
ets, lakes, seas, and oceans of the earth; | beyond the grave, where man is to be a
commerce with the nations, the protec- | subject of future reward, or punish-
tion of public interests, and fortification | ment. It reveals a heavex_l of eternal
against foreign invasion, matters of | rest and happiness, and a hell of end-
greatest importance and most absorbing | less misery, despair and punishment!
interest ; and they are important., But: And while its denunciations of the
what are they at last? What are the | finally impenitent and' unbelieving, are
works of man at best, and when placed | of the most awful and appalling char-
in the highest scale of importance? | acter, it offers to the faithful and obedi-
They are but transitory, and destined | ent; such proinises as earth can never
ultimately to perish, and pass away for- i offer. To such it offers the only real
7
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enjoyment “of the life that now is,” and
the promise ““ of that which is to come;”’
a happiness interminable and unalloy-
ed ; the only real bliss, and worth con-
tending for:

% A perpetuity of bliss, is bLliss,”?

‘The world offers its perishable riches,
but the gospel offers

“ Riches above what earth can grant,
-And lasting as the mind.”

The -world offers its corruptible and
evanescent inheritance, but the gospel
offers “an inheritance incorruptible,
undefiled; and that fadeth not away.”
Such is the contrast! Isnot the gospel
thefl ¢ worthy of all acceptation?” And
is not its dissemination worthy of the
cmployment of our noblest powers, and
the devotion and conseccration of our
time, means and talents? Most un-
questionably and assuredly. And it is
to confer these Dblessings that we are
called by the cause of missions; andto
this they owe their great importance.
We are in possession of the Bible
and the Christian religion, of the ordi-
nances of the word of God, and the hea-
then are not. We arc enjoying these
rich Llessings, and they are perishing
for ths lack of them ? Is it not our duty
to impart to them as far’as wecan? Is
it not a duty we owe to God, as his ser-
vants and stewards; to ourselves, in
view of our duties and responsibilities;
and to the heathen as our fellow beings,
and as equally needing the blessings of
the Gospel? Of this there can be no
sjestion.
" ALL MEN OUGHT TO HAVE THE GOSPEL.
But we have ancther general argu-
ment to offer in favor of the cause of
missions. Itisthat every human being
of every nation ought to hear the gos-
pel. To be convinced of this, we have
but to advert to thé last commission of
our Saviour to his apostles. Let ushear
how that reads: * All power is given
unto me in heaven and in carth. Go
.ye.therefore =nd teack all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Iloly Ghost;
teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commonded you: and
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the
eng of the world.”  (Matt. xviii. 18-20.)
“Go ye into ALL the world, and preack
the cosPEL to EVERY creafure. Ile that
believeth and is baptized, shall be sa-

1 ved; but he that believeth not shall be

damned. (Mark xvi. 15-16.) ¢ Thus it
is written, and thus it behooved Christ
to suffer, and to rise from the dead the
third day: and that repentance and re-
mission of sins should be preached in
his name among all nations beginning
at Jerusalem.” (Luke xxiv. 46-i7.)
“ As my Father hath sent me, even so0
send I you. Wiose soever sins ye remit,
they arcremitted unto them ; and whose
soever sins ye retain, they are retain-
ed.” (John xx. 21-23.) We have quo-
ted from each gospel, that the reader
anay have the last Commission of our
Saviour fully before his mind. Tt is of
the greatést importance, as it contains
the last personal message of Christ on
ecarth to his apostles, in their collective
capacity ; and as it embraces that au-
thority and those instructions in refer-
ence to the conversion of the world, un-
der which they were to act, and by
which they were to be guided in their
labors; and not only they, but all fu-
ture preachers and ministers of the
Christian religion, down to the end of
the dispensation; and the promise of
Christ to be with_them to the * end of
the world.”” Now it is obvious, that it
includes erery nation and every individ-
wal, from the time it was given, to the
end. Not a nation, and not an individ-
ual, is excepted.

« None are excluded thence but those,
Who do themselves exclude.”

If anyare lost, it is not the fault of God,
who has made ample provision for all,
and commanded the gospel and the
terms of pardon and acceptance which
it contains, to be proclaimed to every
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human being, for his acceptance or re-
jection. Ience arntherworld are inter-.
ested in it, and should have it proclaim-
ed therein.

Accordingly the apostles and first
Christinn ministers—the first missiona-
ries and heralds of the cross—fully ear-
ried out this commission, wherever they
went, “And they went forth, and
preached cvery where, the Lord work-
ing with them, and confirming the word
with signs following.” Great then was
the demand for it. The millions of the
eartb were lying in heathen darkness,
“in the valley and shadow of death;”
and “darkness, gross darkness, had
covered the land,” every where! The
- ery for salvation was constantly rising
up and ringing in their ears. The apos-
tles listened to this cry. They heeded
it ; and to meet its wants and to hush
its voice, they spared no pains, they
used every mecans, and cxerted every
energy. 'They considered no toils too
severe, no lubor too arduous, no sacrifi-
ces-too great to be made! They were
willing to peril all, to suffer all, and to
endure every thing! They went day
and night, through heat and cold, hun-
ger and nakedness. Theirs was the
most unflinching energy, and the most
undaunted bravary! Nothing that could
be accomplished was too great to be un-
dertaken. And finally, a life of unpaz-
alleled privation and suffering, was
crowned by a death of martyrdom! And
all for the salvation of man! What
sublime and illustrious examples have
they left for us!

¢ Lord, may we ever keep in view,
The patteras thou hast given.”

Shall we not imitate their example in
carrying out the Commission, as far as
itdevolves upon us? Therelis the same
call for our exertions nouw, as for theirs
then. The same cry is now geing up
from the millions in heathen, Mahome-
tan, Jewish, and papal darkness! And
shall it not Le responded to with the

same alacrity, zeal, devotion, and self
sacrifice ? -
THE HEATHEN LOST WITOOUT TIIE GOSPEL.

But not only is there the obligation
Iaid upon us, by the command of the
Lord Jesus Christ, secconded by all the
various motives and feelings connecied
with it, but there is also the startling
fact, that tke heathen are lost without the
gospel! In the same connexion in
which our Saviour commanded his apot-
tles to ““Go into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature; he
that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved ;> he adds the penalty of its re-
jection and of the refusal of the terms
of pardon and salvation embraced init—
“he thatbeleiveth not shallbedamned!”
According to this all who disbelieve the
gospel, are in a state of condemnation
bofore God, and, unless they believe
must be finally and eternally lost!—
 Ife that believeth on him is not con-
demned : but he that believeth not is
condemned already :”’—that is, the un-~
believer stands in a state of condemna-
tion—*¢ because he hath not believed in
the name of the only begotten son of
God ” Such were the words of the
Lo.d Jesus Christ, while on earth, in
reference to those who did. not believe
¢n him, aud’such too, is, in, accordance
with them, his language in the commis-
sion. Now in order for-the heathen to
believe and be saved, and escape the
condemnation and punishment which
must otherwise be their doom, the gos-
pel must L:e sent to them. Without it,
it is impossible for them to have faith
in Christ; for ¢ faith comes by hearing,
and hearing by the. word of God.” It
is declared that, * whosoever shall call
upon tle name of the Lord, shall be
saved.” But before they can do this,
they must hear and beliove. Ifence
adds the apostle: “Iow then shall
they call on.him in whom they have not
believed ? and how shall they believe
in him of whom they have not heard ?
and how shall they hear without a
preacher? and how shall they preach
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except they be sent? as it is written,
¢“How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring
glad tidings of good things.”” That this
will apply to the heathen, is as evident
as that the language of the Bible any
where else will. Hence, without the
gospel they cannot be sav ed, and must
be lost! And not only are they embra-
ced in the Commission, in the expres-
sions, * all nations,” and *‘ every crea-
ture,” and “*whosoever;” but the
apostle Peter included them on the day
of Pentecost, when he opened the door
of faith to the Jews, and said—¢ the
promise is unto you, and your children,
and to all that are afar off, even as ma-
ny as the Lord our God shall eall :”” and
again, at the house of Cornelius, when
he opened the door of faith to the Gen-
tiles, to the heathen themselves: *“God
is no respecter of persons, but in every
nation he that fears God and works
righteousness, is accepted with him.”
God respects the characler, and not the
persons of men.

We are at no loss for tle'mony from
the Bible to show that the gospel con-
templates the salvation of the heathen.
We have it in great abuudance in hoth
the old and New Testaments. We hear
_ God saying, under the Jewish dispensa-
tion, in reference to the salvation of the

heathen = “ Look unto me all ye ends
of the earth, and be ye saved, for I am
God and there is none else;” And again,
by the Psalmist, “ Ask of me, and I
shall give thee the heathen for thine in-
heritance, and the uttermost parts of
the earth for thy possession.”” DBut in
order for their salvation, as we have
shown, the gospel must be sent to them;
and we have shown that this mission is
contemplated in it.
WHO SHALL GIVE IT TO THEM?
But where was this obligation rest,
and upon whom have missions their
" firat claims? 1In reference to this, we
have the language of the Bible at the
close of the canon of revelation, in har-
mony with the universality of the Com-

mission: “ And the spirit and the bride
say, come. And let him that heareth
say, come. And let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him
take of the water of life freely.” The
spirit, speaking through the apostle,
and now through the Bible, uses the
language of invitation ; and the Bride,
¢ the Lamb’s wife,” the Cuurcy, is to
use the same language. “The obliga-
tion, then, rests primarily on the church,
But how is she to fulfil it? By sendiny
missionaries to the heathen. Upon the
church devolves the great duty of the
conversion of the world, and she is to
do it, by her missionaries. The church
is 2 body—**the body of Christ.” She
must act through her appropriate or-
gans or officers, just as the human bedy
must act through its different organs.
And as it is to her ministers thatis com-
mitted the preacking of the gospel, the
first obligation rests upon fhem. They
are charged particularly with the exe-
cution of the Commission, to ¢ teach all
nations,”” and “preach the gospel to
every creature.” Ience the claims of
missions upon them. They arc to see
that the gospel is sent to the heathen,
and go and carry it themselves, if ne-
cessary. They are to aid in selecting
suitadle men, sugh as are willing to go,
in enabling them to make the necessary
preparations, and in procuring the re-
quisite means to carry them to their
destination, and to support them in
their work. They must raise funds
sufficient for this purpose, and mecet all
demands which the cause may in every
way, muke upon their labors. The mis-
sionary must be sustained in pthc!m"'
the gospel, and in translating and eir-
culating the word of God wherever he
is sent, and the means supplied, so that
he may have no oceasion to stop, or
slacken in hislabors. Ilence ministers
are to do all they ean, in every way, to
encourage missions,

On young men, especially, the mis-
sionary cause has claims for personal
labor. The old, though perhaps better
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qualified, as far as knowledge, experi-
ence, prudence and management are
concerned, possess in many respects
less advantages than the young. They
have generally a much shorter time to
remain on the stage of cxistence; and
are not fitted like the young, to bear a
change of climate, and to sustain the
privations and hardships of a mission-
ary life. The apostles generally select-
ed young men as evangelists to perform
such lahors for them; as Paul in the
cases of Timothy and Titus. The words
of John, in his first epistle, are applica-
ble here: “I have written unto you,
young men, because ye are strong, and
the word of Godabideth in you, and ye
have overcome the wicked one.”” These
reasons apply to missions, in the case
ofi.young men engaging in them. They
possess the zeal, energy, and powers of
endurance s0 necessary to encountering
the hardships and privations, the toils
and abstacles incident to the life of the
missionary. There is much more to be
hoped for from them then, than when
becoming missionaries at later periods
of life. Besides, young men can gene-
rally more easily engage in enterprises
of this character, us they are less en-
cumbered with families and less entan-
gled in the business and affairs of the
world. It requires a long time to be-
come acquainted with a foreign people,
their manuners and customs, and to ac-
quire their language ; and all this must
be done in order to extensive uscfulnesSt
Ience the claims of missions on young
men, who have more time for all this,
and longer lives before them to devote
to missionary duties.

But it is not on ministers alone, that
missions have claims; but on all Chris-
tians. Every Christian is bound to God
and to his fellow-men, to do all he can,
to advance the cause of Christ. Every
Christian is a steward of God. What
he has in possession is not his own. It

_belongs to the Lord, and he is bound to
use it, or as much as may be necessary,
in the advancement of His cause.—

Hence it is the duty of all Christians to
aid, by their contributions in raising up,
educating, and preparing missionaries;
in sending them out into theirfields of
Libor, and sustaining them while there.
If any do not, where they have the
ability, they prove unfaithful to their
duty; and, *“it is required in stewards,
that a man be found faithful.”

Every Christian will do this, if he has
within him the Spirit of Christ; for the
spirit of missions, and the Spirit of
Christ are identical in character. The

Spirit of Christ was a spirit of devotion

to his Father and to the work that he
sent him toaccomplish. It was a spirit
of self-sacrifice, of love for man, of uni-
versal benevolence, of doing the great-
est good to all men. It wasnot confin-
ed to country, kindred, or nation,—in
sympathy, or exertion,—but embraced
all nations, tribes, kindreds, tongues,
and people of the earth. He was not
only always ready to do every thing
which His cause required to be done,
but to make every sacrifice which it
called upon Him to make, even to the
sacrifice of his own life! We are call-
ed upon to take Him for our example,
to follow in IIis footsteps, and to con-
form our lives to His. The missionary
spirit will lead as to do this. It prompts
a man to do all he can for the advance-
ment of the cause of Christ, both at
home and abroad.
ENCOURAGING SUCCESS.

What missions have accomplished ;
and that too under the adverse and dis-
advantageous circumstances by which
they have been frequently surrounded,
should encourage us to more earnest ef-
forts. We see what they achieved un-
der the ministry of the apostles, and
first christian preachers ; notwithstand-
ing the character of the opposition
through which they had to pass. With
what undaunted energy, and untiring
zeal and perseverance did they stem the
current of opposition, and cause chris-
tianity to triumph over the corruptions
and idolatries of the natioes! And we
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see too, what has been accomplished in
meodern times, in our own day, and what
is now being done for the conversion of
the world. In almost every nation the
light of the gospel is shining with more
or less brilliancy, and irradiating the
darkness of heathen ignorance. And
of its progress there is a constant and
steady increase, as shown by the mis-
sionary statistics of different periods.
The pioneers have gone before, as Carey
and Judson, and others, and have mark-
ed and cleared out the way, and now
we can enter upon thair Iabors. * Other
men labored, and we are entered into
their labors.’ Still the harvest is plent
teous, and will be so for many years to
come; but it is becoming more and
more promising and the prospects more
and more encouraging. As the gospel
beeomes more widely diffused, its influ-
ence must continue to extend, and its
converts to multiply in an increasing
ratio. And as a small piece of leaven
hid’ in a large measure of meal, soon
leaveneth the whole mass, so must the
influence of the gospel continued to be
diffused until the nations become leav-
ened by it, and christianity shall obtain
a universal trinmph. It is by missions
that this must be accomplished.

J.R. I

AT

B 552
"0 TALK TO ME OF JESUS.

Such was the dying exclamation of a
beloved christian friend, who, after
months of painful, weary waiting, was
Jjust ready to leave all the sufferings of

- earth for the joys of heaven—* O talk
to me of Jesus!” And such, too we
imagine, was the earnest desire of the
wrapt spirit amid the sweet society of
heaven. True, the golden gates and
pearl-paved streets and the glittering
throne of the New Jerusalem are glori-
ous, but they cannot detain the thoughts
of the new-comer to that happy city.
Jesus, the last in the dying.agony, Je-
sus, the first in the heavenly glory, is
the object of the heart. O talk to

me of Jesus! Lead me to his throne.
Let me cast my adoring soul at his foot
stool, and shout with the joy of heaven,
¢ «Worthy is the Lamb that was slain
and bath redeemed me with his pre-
cious blood I >

Iow full of the ckristian heart is that
old, familiar hymn,

«“Jesus I love thy charming name,
*T'is music to my ear—"

Jesus is the Alpha and Omega, the be-
ginning and the ending of the gospel,
the fouandation of the christinn’s hope,
the fulness of his joy. From the first
emotions of christian life, through all
the progress of the christian’s pilgrim-
age, unto death and in the dying hour,
Jesus is the hope, the strength, the
comfort and joy of the child of Ged;
and in heaven, eternity will be all too
short to give utterance to the fulness of
his love and adoration.

What were the gospel without, ¢ the
mediator between God and man, the
man Christ Jesus?” What without
IIim who “in the beginning was with
God, and was God?” What, without
the ““ blood of his cross,”” “the blood of
the everlasting covenant?””  Yet there
are those who call themselveschristians,
who have no love for the Jesus of the
Gospel. To them our Saviour is amere
man, and Calvary a simple scene of ex-
emplary suffering! Not such the Sa-
viour whom the penitent sinner, fecling
fiis guilt and condemnation, needs to
bring peace and pardon to his heart,
not such, the earnest christian relies
upon as his everlasting friend—No—no.
It was not such a Saviour to whom our
friend looked, as in death, exclaiming,
0 talk to me of Jesus}!”’

But what a mournful thought that so
many millions of our fellow-men know
nothing of Jesus, O will not those
who love the Saviour, send to them his
precious word, that they, too, in dying
may say, * O talk to me of Jesus.”

p. -
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Note.—The anthor knows he is not a poet; still he sometimes prefers measure.
The sentiments are such as fill his heart, and may have somewhat of the same cffect
on others. Written originally without the thought of publication, he is not sure
but that they may do good, and, therefore, sends them along.

A LAMENT.
DY E. B. TEAGUE.

If aught there be, accepted in thy sight,
Within this heart, ’tis thy bestowment God
Of love; Spirit Divine, the work is thine ;—
Through blood and rigteousness of Jesus Christ.
And to thy name, and thine alone, shall be
The glory given, of this adoring heart.

And in my heart, there is a sigh, a grief
Of years, pent up, but heaving like the sea;
A lamentation for the loss of those that heard -
Of Jesus never; nor could know the way . -
Of life; as well as for rejectors blind, ) ¢
In lands that blessed with presence of tear-marked
Ambassador, will none of lus reproof. =

. 0 God! who did’st permit thy ancient seer

To plead with thee for hardened Israel;

Who stayed’st thy burning anger even, at ery

Of patriarch, deep distressed with pity for
Thy chosen people that so oft provoked ; s
(For all that pity was thy gracious gift ;) S
Wilt thou not hear, wilt thou not see, deep in  *~
The heart of poorer servant far, like fear L
or thee, and pity for a dying world !
And sceing stay thy justice and thy wrath again?° 7
Lord, why shall not the glory of thy grace i
Again appear, and make thy throne of love
Reaplcndent with thy unbought merey gu'en
Us sinners, miserable \nthout thy smile!

e,

Thy justice would the deed approve of death,—
Of universal ruin,—wasting and wide-3pread
As man presuming on connivance.
But less is mercy than destruction thy
Prerogative? thy sole illustrious work ?
Nor man, nor angel can forgive, nor grant
To sinners peace with God, provoked
By natures rational to serve, but prone :
To works of guilt. Why should thy love bef'un
From everlasting, give thy Son, and not
Redeem the sinner friend to whom He came? _ ::
Or may there be a crown upon His head, . ... ;.
Which shall not be well-pleasing in thy swht"
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But not in ‘‘one lone” heart such prayer
Abides; but in the hearts of thousands, Lord,
There dwells the daily supplication, taught
By thine own word, to lift up holy hand,

And without wrath and doubting call

Upon thy name for every tribe.

Nay, two or three, shall find their prayer

Fulfilled, in *“sparkling showers of grace.”

O Lord, how long! shall be the term of sins

From sire to son desceudmw? Nations ch'u-"ed

For sins of former generations and

Their own? O Lord thou knowest and thou alone,

Before thine eyes, poor Judah lives again,

And full supplies of Gentile mercy knows.

1Iis barp so long on willow tuneless hung,

Sheds forth a strain more chastened and fall-fraught
with love.

Methinks the time shall not for long delay;

‘When thou shalt show thy mercy to our sins,

And our iniquities forgive, in honor of

T'hy Son; and prone upon their face shall fall,

A world redeemed from sin and death

And woe! Ye know not how to pray, nor call

Upon the Lord. Let us not move thy wrath,

By speeches vain, and to thy will unreconciled.

“Yet, Lord, can it be wrong even in Tuy sight,

To sigh a spirit lost? A soul consigned

To death? 'To dark despair retrieveless and

Forlorn, whilst Tnou shalt sit upon thy throne!

Upon our mouths our hands we place, and both
Down in the dust, nor worms of earth, presuina
To raise a thought against the only monarch’s will.

Forever blessed be that Naue that doth o
Allow a sinner, saved by grace, to call
Upon the Lord at all; to cherish, dear, * beyond
Compare,” the pitying sympathy for men,
In darkness and in fetters iron bound!
Nor health, nor friends, nor earthly bliss,
So sweet, as privilege, bluod-bought, to ery
To Tuek for fellows of our flesh and blood 3
To love, to labor, and to die, for those
Who perish, e’en, incorrigible. Then sleep
.. With Him who wept o’er lost Jerusalem.
The tears are bottled all, with IIis who died,
And loving deepest, cried, forgetful of
His own dread fate, Forgive them! Father great, '
Forgive! forget! they know not what they do. **
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CIIURCII MUSIC.

The following extract from a Rerview
by Dr. Jeter, of Dr. Wayland’s * Prin-
ciples and Practices of Baptist Church-
es,”” published in the April number of
the (‘J‘hristiam Review, we give as pre-
senting correct vicws of an important
subject. p.

The views of Dr, Wayland on clhurch
music, we do most heartily endorse.
We have long been of the opinion, that
our popular church psalmody has ut-
terly failed to excite a devotional spirit.
It is pleasing to the ear, but artificial,
affected and powerless. In country and
village churches we have seen large as-
semblies melted into tears by the earn-
est singing of familiar hymns to simple,
plaintive tunes; but we have yet to see
the first tear shed, and the Srst devo-
tional excitement, under the influence
of an artistic choir, aided by the solemn
tones of a high sounding organ. During
the finest performances of this kind we
have seen amateurs of music listen and
smile, and the mass of the congrega-
tion unconcerned and listless. We re-
joice, that a Dbetter and more religious
taste in reference to Christian psalmody
is beginning to prevail in the churches.
The leaders of this branch of divine
worship admit the desirableness of re-
turning to more. simple, spiritual, and
devotional church musie, in which the
whole congregation may readily unite.

On the subject of instrumental music
in Christian worship, Dr. Wayland
touches lightly and cautiously. Ie
does ““not deny that something of this
sort may be useful to harmonize the
voices of a congregation.” But is it
necessary for this purpose? Does not
earnest congregational singing prevent
or drown slight discords in voices? Is
not the music of our lecture rooms con-
ducted profitably without any such
harmonizing instrumentality ? The Doc-
tor, however, appears to object to in-
strumental church music because of its
expense. *The organ requires an or-
ganist. The organist requires a leader
and several other professional singers

to constitute an appropriate choir. This
involves a heavy expense.” p. 151, We
fully agree with the respected author in
the opinion that instrumental church
music is objectionable on account of its
cost. In view of the many and press-
ing demands for money te support our
educational and missionary schemes,
this single consideration should banish
it from our houses of worship.

At the risk of being deemed pre-
sumptuous, we must, however, take
higher ground than that occupied by
the author of the Notes. We maintain
that instrumental worship is not allowa-
ble in Christian worship. The reasons
for this position shall be furnished
briefly, candidly, and, we trust, mod-
estly.

Instrumental music was, by divine
appointment, introduced into the tem-
ple service.—2 Chron. xxix: 25. We
cannot, hewever, from this fact legiti-
mately infer the lawfulness of employ-
ing it in Christian worship. The ge-
nius of Judaism and the genius of
Christianity are widely different. Ju-
daism was distinguished by its pompous
ceremonies. Allits ritual was designed
und adapted to impress the senses and
the imagination. Its magnificent tem-
ple, glittering with gold and gems; iis
mitred priests, with urim and thum-
mim, and gorgeous vestments; its al-
tars, smoking with daily sacrifices; its
great orchestra, filled with Levites,
playing “with cymbals, with psalteries,
and with harps;” and its Shekinah, the
symbol of Jehovah’s presence, marked
a prophetic economy, adapted to the in- -
faney of the world, and destined, in due
time, to be succeeded by a spiritual dis-
pensation. Christianity appeals, not to
the senses and the imagination, but to
the understanding, the heart, and con-
science. It demands a spiritual wor-
ship, and its rites are eminently simple.
The services, suited. to the Jewish, are
unsuited to the Christian' dispensation.
Dancing was probably a part of the
temple service; but who would. infer
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from this fact the propriety of introdu-
cing the dance into Christian worship.
Pas. exlix. 3, and cl. 4.

Christ, who founded the churches,
instituted the forms of their worship.
These were wisely and graciously
adapted to promote the knowledge, pi-
ety, and usefulness of the saints. Tt is
incredible, that anything was omitted
awhich could have rendered their wor-
ship more profitable to themselves, or
more acceptable to God. No man or
set of men can reasonably hope to im-
prove the modes of worship, instituted
by Christ in the primitive churches.
Among the preseribed acts of their wor-
ship was singing; and the manuer of
its performance was clearly pointed
out, and was in perfect harmony with
the spirituality of -the new dispensa-
tion: ¢ Speaking to yourselves in
psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord.” Referring to the
worship of the primitive churches, Au-
gusti, quoted by Coleman, Primitive
Chuarch, p. 370, says:

«Sacred music must at this_time
have consisted only of a few simple
airs, which could be easily learned, and
which, by frequent repetition, became
familiar to all. An ornamental and
complicated style of music would have
been alike incompatible with the cir-
cumstances of these Christian worship-
pers, and uncongenial with the sim-
plicity of their primitive forms.”

Of instrumental music in Christian
worship, we find not the slightest trace
in the New Testament. It will not, we
presume, be contended by its most zeal-
ous advocates that it was adepted in
any of the Apostolic churches. It may
be insisted, however, that their circum-
stances were unfavorable to iis intro-
duction. But why so? They might
have found it inconvenient of impracti-
cable to procure such large and costly
organs, as now send their high sound-
ing tones through our spacious, metro-
politan houses of worship; but the

Jews had among them a variety of mu-
sical instruments, suited to their tastes,
and coming within the means of the
poor; and some of these instruments
were used in the temple of worship, as
well as the organ. Now, if instrumen-
tal music was adapted to the geunius of
the new dispensation, and suited to
kindle the flame of devotion and pro-
mote piety, it is strange that Christ
and his Apostles failed to give it n place
among the appointed meuns of Christ-
ian edification.

Instrumental musie, ns a part of re-
ligious worship, was unknown to the
churches in the period of their greatest
purity and success. In the days of
Constantine, according to the testimony
of Coleman in his Primitive Churceh, it
had not been introduced among them.
Christian psalmody had retained its
primitive simplicity. Congregations
united in singing psalms, familiar and
solemn hymmns, “making melody in
their hearts to the Lord.” From the
period of Constantine, the churches,
elevated and secularized by prosperity,
began to depart from “the simplicity
of their primitive forms.” First, choirs
were appointed to lead, and next to
perform the singing of the churches;
then followed, ,gometime in the fourth
century, instrumental music; and,
finally, church music became a mere
theatrical exhibition. Neander, quoted
by Coleman, says:

«We have it to regret, that-both in
the Eastern and Western church, their
sacred music had already assumed an
artificial and theatrical character, and
was so far removed from its original
simplicity, that even in the fourth cen-
tury, the Abbot Pambo of Egypt com-

lained that heathen melodies had been

introduced into their church psalinody.”

Organs, now deemed in many places
essential to the solemnity and respecta-
bility of Christian worship, were intro-
duced into churches, in the eighth and

ninth century, from the theatres; and
served to complete the desecration of.
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church musie to purposes of taste and
amusement.

The use of instrumental church mu-
sic sanctions a principle, which opens
wide the door to every innovation which
fancy or superstition may seek to in-
troduce into Christian worship. The
principle is this—that religious worship
is to be regulated, not by the authority
of Christ and his Apostles, but by the
taste, policy or caprice of the worship-
pers. The surplice, the mitre, the cro-
sier, the lighted tapers, the incense,
the ringing of bells, the gilded cross,
consecrated images, and we know not
what pious absurdities, as well as in-
strumental musie, may find ample pro-
tection under the folds of this expan-
sive principle. We protest against the
adoption of a principle, so latitudinous
in its character, and so mischicvous in
its tendency.

If we arc not greatly deceived, the
tendency of instrumental church music
is to secularize devotion, and to change
singing from a duty to be performed,
into an exhibition to be witnessed, by
the congregation. In times of deep
and pervasive religious feeling, instru-
mental music is either suspended, or
felt to be an encumbrance. Who would
wish to hear the tones of the organ,
when sinners are anxiously inquiring
for the way of salvation? Who, on
such an occasion, would not feel that
instrumental music is uncongenial and
intrusive? That churches using it have
retained a good degree of spirituality
and efficiency no more proves its law-
fulness, than does the healthfulness of
some who habitually use intoxicating
drink prove its desirableness, as a berv-
crage. They flourish, not by its use,
but in spite of its pernicious influence.
The opponents of instrumental church
music may safely challenge a compari-
son of the spirit and the efficiency of
the churches which reject, with those
of the churches which adopt it. Itwiil
appear, if we mistake not, that, as a
general thing, the most worldly, fash-

ionzble and inefficient churches have
supported instrumental music in their
worship; while churches of apostolic
piety and simplicity have rejected it.

Our  FHissions.

CHINA—SHANGHAIL
Journal of Rev. A. B. Cabaniss.

In the HHome and Foreign Journal, for
October, will be found the first part of
the Journal, the continuation of which
follows :

“June2d.—Thismorning disciple Polk
came in with the man, Van, mentioned
3lst ult. Ie eays he was convicted by
a sermon from Brother Crawford, about
twenty days ago, in which he spoke of
Christ’s casting out the devils and their
going into a herd of swine.”

HOW VAN GOT INTO THE DIFFICULTY.

This afternoon Brother Crawford met
with Van at his chapel, and learned
from him that he was in great trouble
after he left us this morning, and final-
ly concluded to tell his officer of it.
He said to him, I have become a be-
liever in this Jesus’ doctrine, and must
obey it,—and as I cannot serve two
masters, I think I shall be conscien-
tiously compelled to leave your service.”

The mandarin immediately replied :

“Why did you first have anthing to
do with these foreigners, and get your-
self into such a difficulty as this?”

Van then gave him his experience,
and showed so plainly how he got into
the “difficulty ”” by being convicted of
his sins, many of them committed in
the mandarin’s service, that his officer
had but little more to say to him.

June 3d.—Held our prayer meeting
with our native members this after-
noon. Disciple Wongled the meeting,
and made some remarks expressive of
his gratitude for the awakening which
has. taken place among his country-
men. IIe was particularly: surprised
and delighted at the boldness and
strong faith of the publican, Van, and
then gave us ‘more particulars of Van’s
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conversation with his officer yesterday.
When the officer teld him to take care
and not be deccived by foreigners, he
replied:
- ]I have been from youth till T am
forty years old, in the service of man-
darin’s, and therefore have become well
acquainted with every kind of decep-
tion and trickery. I, therefore, have
no fears on that score.”

¢ But what will you do for a living if
you leave me?”

I will return home and go to farm-
2

“You can make but very little at
that; but with me you can make
money rapidly.”

“Yes, I know I can; but then
T have always spent it just as rap-
idly as I got it, in smoking and
riotous living; and now I am forty
years old and not as well off as the
farmers who have remained at home,
making money slowly.”

“If you wish to Le a good man why
not remain with me and do the good
man without embracing this foreign
religion ?”

To this Van replied, “Iow could I
be an upright man and remain in your
service? You know when you send
me out to collect the taxes, and wish
the people to add on something to the
amount due, if they refuse, I have to
threaten 2nd scare it out of them.
Now, do you believe this way of ma-
king a living could be strictly called
fair and upright 2”

The hardened old publican could
only say, “ You can do as you please;
but I pity your ancestors’’—alluding to
his giving up ancestral worship.

Now, I ask my brethren in America,
what but the grace of God could make
this wicked publican give up his unlaw-
ful gains, and inspire him with suffi-
cient Loldness to tell not only his asso-
ciates of their living by injustice, but
even the mandarin in authority over
him ? :

. Wong Seen Sang, in relating it,

in

a3

secmed to think it was morally sub-
lime, and all who know anything of
the state of Chinese society will agree
with him.

fan’s former associates tell him hels
deranged ; but hereplies, *“T have been
deranged all my lfe, and have just
now been restored to my right mind.

June 7th, 1857.—After we had par-
taken of the communion this Sabbath
morning, the two Chinese men, Yih and
Lee, came before the Church as can-
didates for baptism, and were re-
ceived.

MORE CONVERSIONS,

June 8th.—More good news. Aboutl
o’clock to-day, brethren Yates, Crow-
ford and myself, had a conversation
with o man, who gave a most interest-
ing account of his religious exercizes—
stating that he had once been a hud-
hist, and then a tauist; but these failed
to satisfy him. 'Fwo years ago he
heard the gospel, received books, and
bad since been trying to become =a
Christinn—and a few days ago came to
Shanghai to get some one to teach him
the way of the Lord. Ie had been to
Brother Crawford’s chapel yesterday—
been taught the way of the Lord more
perfectly, and last night was most hap-
pily converted.

We were all delighted with his histo-
ry of himself, and especially his bright
conversion. His name is Shu. The
publican, Van, came in to converse
awhile with me to-day, and gave a his-
tory of himself from his youth up. It
was really interesting to see how he
recognized the hand of God in direct-
ing bim in wnys he knew not, and,
finally, bringing him to Shanghai n
order that he might hear the gospel and
be saved.

ANOTHER CONVERT.

A tailor named Zung, who has
worked for Brother Yates and my fami-
ly, told me to-day tbat he wished to
join the Chureh. . e has been inter-
ested on the sulject of religion. for
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some time, and now seems to be truly
converted.

June 9th.—Learning through the
papers and letters from home, that
many of our brethren in America are
becoming skeptical about the success of
the gospel in China, our mission de-
voted this day to fasting and prayer—
bLeseeching the Lord to increase the
faith of our brethren and eause them to
believe that in due season they shall
reap if they faint not. Though hum-
bled on account of the want of faith in
the Churches at home, we joyfully re-
turn thanks to God for what he is now
doing in our midst, and pray that the
good work may go on.

RELATING EXPERIENCES—A HYPOCRITE.

June 11th.— At our Chinese prayer-
meeting this afternoon, the tailor Zung,
and the man Shu, gave us an account
of their religious exercises.

Zung gave us very satisfuctory evi-
dence that he was a converted man;
but Shu, though perfectly clear on the
plan of salvation and even eloquent on
the beauties of our holy religion ; yet,
in going over what he told us so inter-
estingly the 8th inst., this time rather
overdid the thing, and caused us to
suspect there was something not right
about him. We therefore told him we
would let him know hereafter whether
we would baptize him or not.

Juune 12th.—We learncd to-day that
the man Shu is a base hypocrite,
having formerly deceived the Lon-
don mission, who took him into their
Chuorch, and finally licensed him to
preach ; but afterwards discovered he
was a vile hypocrite, and turned him
out. Such things sometimes happen
in America. Itis therefore not strange
we should meet with similar cases
among the heathen.

TWO MORE CONVERTS.

- :Disciple Wong came in this morning
beaming with joy, stating that his wife
hag.at-last.given her heart to God, and

found peace by trusting in Christ. Ile
says the school teacher, Zau, mentioned
May the 3lst is now indulging the
hope that his sins is pardoned, though
he has doubts and fears.

Our Brother Tscu-Tsieu-Dau has
been very sick for the last three or four
days at his brother’s house_in the city.
Called with Dr. Burton to see him this
afternoon, and found him in a misera-
ble hot room with a high fever, and
four or five opium smokers to annoy
him at night with their pipes. Finding
that his brother had no other room for
him, I told him he was welcome toa
room at my house if he theught proper
to go. Ile gladly accepted the offer
and we soon brou,ht him down and
put him on a bed to be earried out.
IIis brother’s first wife came in as soon
as we got him down, and gave him a
severe lecture for wishing to leave his
brother’s -house and go off among
foreigners, where everything was so
different—she had.no doubt it would kill
him. Dr. Burton, however, was of just
the opposite opinion, thinking if he re-
mained in that miserable place it would
certainly hill him. We left it to his
own choice and he came to my house.

TIREE PERSONS BAPTIZED.

" Our pastor, Brother Yates, being sick
to-day, I baptized the old man Yih, the
young man Lee, and the tailor Zung.
There are three other converts whom
we expect to baptize shortly, and four
or five who are anxiously enquiring the
way of life.

June 156th.—OQur Brother Tseu-Tsieu-
Dau was out of his head yesterday and
last night. We pray that he may be

-restored to health and live to win many

of his countrymen to Christ.

The man Van, formerly mentioned,
continues firm in the faith—is to leave
his officer to-day and take up his abode
at Dr. Burton’s till he is cured of his
propeusity for opium. ’ )

ESEER.

st IS B K O P
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The following letter contains a con-
tinnance of good news from China:

Suaxcnar, June 26th, 1857.
Rev. J. B. Tavion:

Dear Brother-——Two weeks ago I for-
warded my Journal to brother Poin-
dexter, which guve an account of the
continuance of the revival in our
midst, I now have to inform you of
another conversion; brother Yates’
cook gives us very good cvidence that
he hus passed from death unto life. A
man in my employ seems to be ncar
the kingdom, if not already converted.
There are others, who are still interest-
ed about their soul’s salvation, and we
trust will be converted. Notwithstand-
ing the doubts of some at home,
the Lord has given us good evidence,
my brother, that even Chinese are
susceptible of an old-fashioned Holy
Ghost conversion. I know you have
never doubted this, and it has fre-
quently been cheering to me in reading
your letters, to see your unwavering
confidence in the power of the gospel
to surmount all the difliculties which
present themselves in China.  Like
ourseives, you have ever believed, that
in due season we should reap, if we
fainted not. Oh, that all our brethren
at howe would blelicre the promises of
God, and aid the mission cause upon
priuciple; i. e. give the gospel toall
the world, because God commands tt,—
and believe it will ultimately triumph,
because God has said it.

The publican, Van, mentioned in
my previous communication, is now at
Dr. Burton’s and nearly cured of his
propeasity for opium. 1le¢ is a man of
ardent temperament and strong mind.
We think he will make an active mem-
ber, zo where he may, Tseu-Tsieu-
Dau, who was mentioned as being ac
my house very sick, is now gradaally
recovering. While at his lowest, and
even when delirivus, he was talking
about preaching. We have not yet
told Lim anything about his preaching,

-

but merely asked him to talk at our
meetings,—telling him it was the duty
of every Christian to advocate God’s
cause, when and wherever he could
with propriety. Ilecertainly has speak-
ing abilities of no low order; but we
wish to notice his conduct and see
whether his heart scems to be wholly
Lent on preaching.

We are now preparing the baptistry,
and making two dressing rooms on
each side of it, where the candidates
can change their clothes. There are
four candidates who will shortly be
baptize:l.

Bro. M. T. Yates, who has now been
in the East ten years, will start for
America in a short timre to recruit his
exhausted system. He has no particu-
Inr disease, but is merely worn down
by the climate,—and will doubtless re-
eruit by a sea-voyage and short stay at
home. lle ought to have returned last
year, but kept hoping to get better
without leaving Chiua. Such hopes
have generally proved groundless in
the case of every missionary who has
remained here indulging them. Even
in a pecuniary view, it is much
cheaper for a missionary, who has
learned the language, to go home and
recruit his health—return aund enter
with renewed strength and zeal on his
work, than to wait till he is beyond
permanent cure. The, DBoard then,
have to send out an untried man, at
considerable expense, to fill his place.’
They then have to support this 1an for
three years befure he is able to do
much in the way of preaching,—as it
takes that long to learn the language
and get acyuainted with the manners
and customs of the peuple.

Bro. Yates speaks the language like
a Chinaman; and when he returns,.we
think he will be able to undergo at
least another tem yecars campaign
againss the powers of darkness in this
bevighted land. When he comes, he
says you must not expect him to ex-
haust himself guing about begzging
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money, as he shall make a higher de-
mand. Ile will ask for Christian sol-
diers to assist in carrying on the wars
and leave it with the churches whether
they will support them or not. The
English are sending out men and
money without stiut, to kel the Clinese
unless they come to terms of peace
with them. Shall not the people of
God show as much zeal to make them
alive?
Fraternally yours,
A. B. Capaxniss.
P. S.
ANOTHER CONVERT.

June 27th.—A woman, who has been
in Mrs. Crawford’s employ as teacher,
and has been anxiously inquiring the
way of life for two months past, is now
a happy convert.

Sulbath, June 28th.—\We had a de-
lightful meeting at our chapel to-day.
After preaching, four persons came
forward as candidates for baptism, and
after a most satisfactory examination,
were unanimously received. One other,
who would have joined, was prevented
by ill health from being present.

Happy are we to say that we are re-
ally enjoying a revival at Shanghai,

June 29th.—Mrs. Crawford has deci-
ded to go home with brother Yates’
family. She has been in i1l health for
some time, and Dr. Burton thinks she
would not get well in this climate.

—_—r

La e S0l g

Letter from Mrs. Cabaniss.

The following, dated May 14th, gives
some particulars of Tseu’s conversion
not before stated. The letter will be
read with interest.

Dear Bro. Poindexter—You most
probably recollect, in some of Mr. Cab-
aniss’ former communieations, allusions
were made to Tseu-Tsicu-Dau, 2 man
we met at our little chapel nearly two
years ago; who introduced himself to
our notice by requesting Mr. C. to pray
for the city people, saying they were
dying of cholera, and relying on their

wooden gods which could do them no.
good. This quite surprised us, and in-
dueed special inquiry about his own
belief. Mr. C. commenced by say.ng,

“Why don’t you pray for the peo-
ple?” .

T do,” he gravely replied. .

¢ Are you a member of any church 2*”

¢ No; but I have observed the Wash-
ing Ceremony,” (Pedo-baptist transla-
tion.) . .

“IIow did you observe it 2" . :

“QOnce when it was raining, I went,
out, looked towards heaven, and let the.
rain fall on me.” .

“ But that was not Seriptural.”

“What wasIto do? I wasoff ata
distant place, and had no one to per-
form the crdinance for me.”

On further conversation, we learned.
he had heard the gospel eight years
before,—had cast away his idols, been
studying the Secripture, and trying to
serve the true God. )

Very soon after this conversation, the
Mandarin, for whom he was aecting
secretary, left Shanghai, and we heard
nothing of Tseu for munths. We how-
ever cherished for him an abiding in-
terest,—and last fall when we made an
excursion to the interior, our first aim
was to sce him, (as he had invited Mr.
Cabaniss to eall on him, if he ever vis-
ited Doong-Ding-Sau.) After travelling
three days we reached his village, and
were not a little disappointed to find he
was not at home. We remained at the
place two days, and before leaving,.
sent several books to his house for him,
—hoping to hear of him again. Serv-
eral more months elapsed without any
news from Tseu. But early in March,
we were made glad by a letter express-
ing his regret at not seeing us, and his
intention of coming to Shanghai to be
baptized ; adding he thought his wife
was a Christinn, and he wished her to.
come and be baptized too. This was
more, much more than we had antici-
pated,—not having heard of her heing
speciully interested about her soul’s sal-
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vation. As Mr. C. was just then think-
ing of another trip, he again made
Doong-Ding-Sau his first aim, found
Tseu at home, and was surprised and
delighted at his Christian conversation,
and-the unhesitating manner in which
he confessed himself a follower of
Christ, in the presence of his idolatrous
companions. Tseu came alene, (his
wife not being very well,) two weeks
ago,—was baptized, and is now a hap-
py, active Christian, destined, we very
sanguinely hope, to point many of his
benighted ccuntrymen to the Lamb of
God.

The day before Tseu was received
into our church, he came in to talk
with Mr. Cabaniss, and when dinner
was announced, was requested to take
a seat at the table. Though something
entirely new, for Lim to set at the same
table with a lady, he did not decline,—
but most probably felt a little *out of
place.”” Mr. C. then told him that
some of our customs were different
from the Chinese, that with us, ladies
and gentlemen sit at the same table,
and in the same parlour, and conversed
freely with each other. This was suffi-
cient license for me, and I talked at
pleasure, leaving approval or disap-
proval at his own choice. I asked bim
about his wife, his children, his par-
ents, &e. Ie soon became quite free
and communicative; told me his wife
did not have very clear ideas about join-
ing the churech and being baptized.
¢ But,” said he, I will take her down
a month hence.” I approved his plan,
told him we would be glad to see her,
that she would learn much about the
ordinances of the chureh, that we wonld
take pleasure in giving her instruetion,
&e. 1le finally became so deeply in-
terested in talking about her, he con-
cluded not to wait so long, but to get a
boat here and send for her immediately.
We are expecting to see her every day,
and hope we may find her as decided a
Christian as her hnsband. 1le tolls us
she was much wedded to idolatry, and

it was a long, long time before he could
by any of his arguments convince her
of her error. On one occasion, when
she went to the Temple to worship,
she discovered the rats had made a nest
in the clothes of the God. Ile then
told her, *if her idol could not prevent
the rats from cutting his own clothes,
and making mnests on him, how could
she expect him to protect her?” At
another time, she saw one of the wood-
en gods was nearly destroyed by worms.
This he used as an argument to con-
vince her the people had miore power
than the gods they worshiped, saying,
‘e can protect our bodies from such
intruders; but your gods have no power
even against the worms,”
EFDver
AFRICA—LIBERIA—MONROVIA —
SIERRA LEONXNE.
Letter of Rev. J. J. Brown.
Freeroww, May 27th, 1857.

Rev. Jaxes B. Tarror:

Dear Sir—1 now write to inform you
why I have been so long silent. It was
on account of what had taken place in
the mission, at Waterloo, with Mr.
Thomson. Ile has transgressed and
turned from the, faith of Christ. In
consequence of which the cause of God
has suffered much. I reported the case
to brother Day, at Monrovia, but he at
the time was ill and could do nothing.
But it pleased our heavenly Father to
raise him from his bed of sickness, so
as to visit us and to put things in order
again,

Brother George Weeks, a preacher
from the church in Freetown, is ap-
pointed for the mission station, and I
have to visit them when it is necessary
s0 to do. The people were much dis_
heartened at the downfall of Mr. Thom-
son. But as Providence would work it,
brother Richmon, who lives amoungst
them, endeavored to keep them together.
But now I can say that they greatly re-
joice at the appointment of brother
Weeks, I believe that he will do
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great good amongst them, through the
blessings of the Almighty Father.

There is a great field open before
us in this part of the vineyard, but
labourers are wanting. There are some
candidates at Waterloo to be baptized.
I expect to go up soon to baptize them.

The Lord has smiled upon the
churches at Freetown once more. We.
have had a little revival. In Decem-
ber I baptized seventeen, and January,
nine—total, 26—and now we have some
to baptize in a few weeks.

I trust that you will ever pray for poor
Afrieca—for her perishing sons and
daughters. I hope that I will be able
to write to you oftener.

LAGOS.
Letter from Josepl M. Farden.
Lacos, May 8th, 1857.
Rev. A. M. PoINDEXTER:

My Dear Brother—Your very kind
favor, dated January 27th, came safe to
hand a few days ago. I thank you
kindly for the interest which you have
manifested in my behalf.

Your views with regard to the im-
portance of laboring fo> the conversion
of individuals, are certainly correct.
It was a conviction of this that caused
me to leave off preaching in thestreets,
and to go from house to house, telling
the simple story of the cross. I bLelieve
that my efforts will be more successful
than when I confined myself to preach-
ing in the streets altogether. I have
not been able to go out and preach for
the last three days; but one day this
week I went to the house of one of the
priests of the devil. I commenced my
conversation by showing him a folding
umbrella, which you know does not
appear different from any other um-
brella when open. I asked him if that
umbrella appeared different from any
other which he had seen before? Ile
said he did not see any difference. I
then folded the umbrella and showed it
to him. He was astonished beyond

tonishment to convincé him that just
as he was in darkness with regard to-
the umbrella, so he was with regard to
God and his soul. I told him that ke
worshipped, he knew not what; for he -
had a great many idols in his house.
I explained to him, also, that he could
not understand the umbrella until 1
had unfolded and folded it for him, so
he could not understand anything about
God, until God the Spirit should .illami-
nate his heart. I then preached to him
a considerable time, warning him to
turn away from his idols.

He voluntarily told me that he had
served Mahomet for nine years, and
gained nothing but trouble and afflic-
tion: IHe was told by some of the hea-
then priests, that the cause of his trou-
ble was, that he did not serve the gods’
of his forefathers., Iearing: this, he
left off worshipping Mahomet, and.
turned to the worship, of idols; the
priests recommending first one god and.
then another, until he spent:all that he
could earn, and finally put himself in
pawn to get money to worship the devil.
(It would make your heart bleed to
hear the man tell his mournful story.)
II¢e said that for all the expense he has
undergone, he has gained nothing but
sickness and death in his family, loss in:
trade, and every other trouble which-
this world can inflict.

He said, further, that he knows his
idols can do him no good, and that he
would come to church, but should he”
et sick afterwards, the people would
say it was because he went and “took
boak” from the white man. He, how=
ever, promised to send his children to
schiool to me. I endeavored to show
him that we did not pretend that our
religion would save any one from af-
fliction and temporal death; but that
our religion is to give us peace of mind,
in this world, and teach us how we may-
be happy in. the world to come. He
thanked me kindly, and poured out =
number of curses upon his idols, though

X | . . e Lo
measure. I took advantage of his as- | I belicve they are yet in his possession.
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And, indeed, it is hard for a heathen to
turn away from his idols. T do assure
you, my dear brother, that these poor
people have greater difficulties to over-
come, in turning to Christ, than civil-
ized people have.

I was preaching in the street about
six or eight months ago, at which time
1 took a half crown from my pocket and
showed it to the people, telling them
that I would not give that half erown
for all the idols in Lagos. I had en-
tirely forgotten the circumstance; but
a few days ago I was preaching again,
at a house in this place, when a man
came up whom I had several times seen
in our chaypel. Ile began to help me to
talk to the people, telling them that
what I said was perfectly true, that he
had ornce been doing as they were do-
ing, but having heard me preach, and
having been present when I took the
half crown from my pocket and said
that I would not give it for all the idols
in Lagos; from that time he began to
go to the house of God, and has been
going there ever since. Truly, God
moves in a mysterious way. I pray
God that the man may be truly con-
verted. My congregations at the chapel
are, to me, encouraging for a wicked
place like this, being from ten to thirty
persons every Sunday. I preach plain
and simple truth to them, without any
polish:; and could I but preach in their
own language, without an interpreter,
I think T should be able to succeed
better. But the work is the Lord’s and
he will accomplish it in his own good
time.

I am, my dear brother, :
Yours truly in Christ,

Joserm M. HARrDEN,
e e s
Extract of a letter from Rev. IR. V.
Priest.

IsavE, Yoruba, Africa,
April 9th, 1857.
';,Dear Bro. Taylor. —I rejoies that the
"ood Lord is still bleasm'v us with

health, and the usual strength of bedy
and mind. Yet, notwithstanding all
the blessings we are permitted to en-
joy, it is with commingled emotions of
jouy and regret that I write you this let-
ter. My heart is filled with joy and
gratitude, when I think of the good-
ness of the Lord to such unworthy
creatures as we are. Ilere I have
the pleasure of going from house to
house every day to preach Christ to
benighted heathen. I have the privi-
lege of weeping with those who weep,
—of rejoicing with those who rejoice,
and of praying with and for the perse.
cuted in Clrist. One of the native
converts was whipped by her husband’s
mother for coming here. 8Still, she
came the next day (yesterday) to our
prayer-meeting. When we.gave her
our hands as a token that we would
constantly pray for her, I felt that I
was living in another age. When Ople-
Lka, who had been beaten for serving
Christ, gave her hand to the persecuted
sister, her words of exhortation and
consolation were enough to melt the
hardest heart to tears. I wept; but
these were tears of joy. T never be-
fore could so fully comprehend the ex-
pression of the apostle when he says:
“ They departed from the presence of
the council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer shame for
Christ’s name.”” Oh, brother Taylor,
we have much which should make us
Tejoice.

But, on the other hand, I have much
which causes sorrow and deep regret.
It is very painful to witness the horrors
of heathenism. I had never been so
overwhelmed as I was yesterday. I
8aW two women carrying their gods
about, begging. Each of them had a
large snake about her neck,—these
were the poor women’s gods! The
snakes were about five feet long, and
as large as a rattlesnake of that length.
I asked if they were not afraid the
snakes would bite them, One showed
me where hers had bitten her. Oh
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how horribly dark must be the minds
of such people. I confess I first felt
like scolding them; bat that would
have done no good. So, I talked kind-
1y, and told them that was Ly far the
worst thing I had seen in Africa,—not-
withstanding I had just left a Com-
pound where there was a human skull
upon the altar of the idol.

This morning I called at the entrance
of a compound, where the Bahle was
worshiping Orisha. Ile threw his man-
tle over the idols, and ran into a
room ; but soon came out, quite naked.
After talking to him he showed me his
idols,—one of which was his brother!
I told him to ask Orisha some ques-
tiong, and tell me hLis answer. “Well,”
said he, “I will ask if the white man
has come to salute me this morning.”
IIe took a small pxecc of broken glass
and the Lone of a pig, or chicken, and
handed them to a boy. After making
some marks in the dust, and conjaring
awhile with some palm seed, he said
to the boy, “If the white man has
come to see me, give me what is in
your left hand.”” The boy did it, of
course. IHe then opened his mouth
and eyes, as if in great surprise, and
said in a low voice, ““ Orisha says you
have come.”” I said, * It was that boy,
for you told him to give the left hand
if T had come” e looked a little
confused, and said, * o-fone,” (it is
true.)

et C PO B I MO P e

Lxtract of a letter from Rev. TW. H.
Clarke.
OgnoMismaw.

Dear Bro. Taylor—I take my pen
to-night to converse with you, as I love
to do, in o free, unconstrained manner.
I have no particular object in writing,
farther than to make use of this my
only opportunity for the coming mail.
But it is such a pleasure to renew our
monthly acquaintance, that I cannot
forbear while the moments are passing
to give you another kind salutation.

I am just in this evening from a trip,
or, if you please, a twelve miles ride
into the . country, ‘whiere our sowing
business is carried on. My ride was
over hill and plain, with the beautiful
rolling country stretching far away-on
every hand, with unnumbered farms
preparing for the season. The dry sea-
son is rapidly drawing to a close. Thé
streams have ceased to run; and the
grasg; breen and flourishing but a'short
time since, has been pnrched under the
scorching rays of a vertical sun. Yét
nature, here ever lively, has no little
to cheer and enliven, though her car-
pet of green is much soiled:and dusted
by heat and dryness. In this regiofi
the palm has yielded to the less neat
but more shady and refreshing African
oak. This tree gives a most interest-
ing view to a native farm, and so Te-
news the recollection of my youthfnl
days, that I can almost see, in 1mnvm'x-
tion, the weary ploughman and his
faithful companion resting beneath its
shady and wide-spreading boughs. A
I passed along, I could but notice a
beautiful level, with fine inclinations
on either side, as if nature had marked
that spot for some happy farmer’s fam-
ily. So continually am I reminded of
my own favoured Georgia,—blessed and
happy, because her God is the Lord.
What a difference, what a vast differ-
ence between a heathen and a Chris-
tian land! Why are these beauties,
why are these glowing prospects, why
this vast scope of naturc’s profuse
gifts, like light to the blind or music
to the deaf? To us there is but one
answer, and that is fraught with an ar:
gument for the universal proclamation

‘of the gospel, potent as the living fact

of the utter depravity of the natives,
and their consequent inabilityto ap-
preciate the unnumbered blessings. of
a munificent Providence. That answer
is, they are without Geod in the world
revealed in Christ, . . .

See in the way, pressing on. to thex.
homes, the young and the old, the
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strong and the weak,—even the dis-
crepid,—men, women, and children,
weary under the weight of their loads,
intent on some worldly good, and with
scarce n thought higher than the
ground on which they tread. Iseca
little child, poor, naked creature. A
‘aalutation for your return, the little
"thing whispers out. Thought I, as my
.6ye met her countenance, that child
has an immortal soul. Dark though
her skin, vague though her eye may be,
there lives in that breast an immortal
soul worth more than ten thousand
worlds, and destined to the darkness of
eternal despair, or to shine in the firm-
ament of God forever and ever, brighter
than a thousand suns. Ah! think,
then, of the difference between a hea-
then and a Christian land. Ilere we
look in vain for the appliances and
comforts of civilized life. We fail to
gee the splendid achievements of phi-
Innthropy ; we see no orphan schools,
no friend of the tattered and torn,—
none to smooth the hard-worn pillow
of decrepitude; no hospitals, no insti-
tutions of noble endowment to aid the
necessitous; we see nothing of the
glorious triumphs of Christian charity,
no Bibles, no Tract Societies, no Sab-
bath schools; we have no church-bell,
nor the sound of praise and prayer di-
vine. ‘The sad tale is told,—they are
without God in the world, revealed in
Christ.

1 feel oppressed. The vast difference!
—the weight that rests upon us! Who
made us to differ? I let this curtain
drop. Lord have mercy on us, for we
are our brother’s keeper.

e
ZLelter from Rev. W. H. Clark.
VISIT TO ILORIN.
Ogbomishaw, April 14th, 1857.
 Dear Brorner Tavrom:—As I have
the passing opportunity, I will notify
you that I have just returned from Ilo-
rin, after a sojourn o° valean cnxious
days. DBros. Philips, Trimble nnd " fe,

and myself, left this place on the 2nd
inst., to spend a few days in that city.
The morning proved to be very inclem-
ent—copioug showers descended, at-
tending us until mid-day. Notwith-
standing our delays, we reached the
village towns of Ilorin as the sun was
setting. Beautiful was the view of
towns and country, as they united to
give charm to the surrounding scene.
We had just traveled for miles over a
high and delightful country, and were
about folding our arms to sleep, in the
suburbs of one of the largest cities in
Central Africa. All in high spirits, we
took our frugal repast, and slept sound-
ly till morning. By sun-rise we were
on our march, and in an hour after-
wards, from an: elevated point, we
gazed with pleasure, on one of the
finest views it has ever been our happi-
ness to behold. From the Southern to
the Western point, a distance little
short of five miles, and forming a beau-
tiful semi-circle, we had spread out be-
fore us an intermingling of green trees
and house-tops, presenting such a scene
as would certainly captivate the mind
of any beholder.

At seven o'clock, A. M., we reached
the entrance gate, or custom-house,
where the tribute is received from tra-
ders. What first attracted our atten-
tion was the substantial town wall,
about twenty feet in heighth from the
bottom of the ditch. IHalf an hour’s
ride brought us to the stranger’s home,
of which Nasama is our very attentive
host. We were readily received, as
word had already been sent, giving in-
formation of our intended visit. Sister
Trimble was soon embraced by a kind-
hearted woman, and in a little while
we felt ourselves at home. 7This was
the 3rd inst. We here took up our
abode, and waited patiently three days,
in a close room, pressed by crowds and
visitors. Many of the latter would not
have paid more fashionable calls, had
they enjoyed the facilities of one of
your fashionable cities. On the fourth
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day, we were called before the second
in office to the king, Dongari, and
spent a quarter of an hour very pleas-
antly, haping every moment to start
for the king’s palace. DBut we were
dvomed to disappointment, as e well
knew would be the case, It was get-
ting late, and we were hurried off under
the pretence that it was necessary to re-
ceive the king’s messenger at our home.
IIe soon came, with a large sheep and
four loads of yams. This was our
present. To make short my story, here
we staid for cleven days, in anxious
suspense, continually hoping,——\Vel!,
to-day, certainly, we shall have a hear-
ing. But who can understend the art-
ful tricks of an African court, and the
shameful duplicity of one of their
trained tricksters! As often as we
pressed for an audience, just so often
would we get a set-off. Be patient, the
king is buying horses, or repairing his
burnt hoase, or sick, &e. All this time,
until the day of departure, we were
closcly confined, and not allowed to go
a hundred yards from our apartments,
but under the surveilance—watch-care,
if you please—of* our host, the prison-
keeper.

Notwithstanding these restrictions, I
saw most of the town, but not until our
determination was strongly manifested.
One point, 2 mountain, commanding a
full view of the whcle town, we were
very anxious to visit, but always met
with the insurmountable objection, that
we could not go until we had seen the
king. And the fact was, the king, un-
der the influence of our enemies, de-
termined not to be scen.

Bro. Philips and myself intended go-
ing three days farther, to the Niger,
but here we met with the same objec-
tion as in the former instance. Do you
see the result of our eleven days pa-
tient sitting? No, you do not seec it—
nor can any of us see it. DBy our con-
duct we tried toshow we were not what
our enemies represented us to be. We
have taken another step towards this

important place. The battle is to be
fought: They are now fighting it; and
far better to settle the mooted question
before we take up our abode in-their
town. According to the representation
of our host, all is peace. With the ex-
ception of our confinement, the sojourn
was very pleasant, and, we hope, has
had a good effect on our health..
In much haste,
I am yours, as ever,
Soon again. W. H. CLARK.#

x?‘ & ;t h»u "

Letter from Mrs. Trimble. s
Ogpouisgaw, Central Africa,)
May 28th, 1857.. } 5

My Dear Bro. PoINDEXTER: o

As I had not an opportunity of com-
plying with your kind request before
sending off the last mail, I will now
endeaver to do so. The circumstances
at present are quite unfaverable to the
discharging of this duty properly, but
I am sure you are ready to make every
necessary allowance, so I will write a
short letter.

We are having very damp weather
now, which causes us {o feel dull and
inactive, and the sudden changes of late
have given nearly all of us cold; while
Mr. Trimble’s has resulted in fever. I
think he sat where the wind blew on
him last Sabbath, when preaching, and
before tea he was in bed with consider-
able fever; since then he has had very
high fevers, besides suffering very much
from flatulence, (almost invariably suf-
fers with this 'when he has fever,) but
as his system is now under the influence
of quinine, I hope the fever is subsided-
I do not doubt but that through the un-
bounded goodness of God, he will soon
be restored to health. Iam still being
blessed with reasonable health. Oc-
casionally I have a very acute pain in
the head, which is the effect of cold ;
this, you may be assured, incapacitates
me for writing, or doing anything else,
long at a time. Bro. Clark has, since
the last mail, suffered very much with
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his band, but it is now nearly well. I
think likely he can write soon.

- Bro. Poindexter, I feel that Yam as
yet doing but little, but hope that our
interruptions from sickness may be less
frequent hereafter, so that we can ap-
ply ourselves to the study of the lan-
guage. We are learning to pronounce,
by reading out prayers in Yoruba, while
Bro. Clark translates; and hefore Mr.
T. was taken sick, we translated a little
every day. DBro. C. i3 so kind as to
give us some instructions and also hear
us read. I have great anxiety to talk
to this people in their native tongue,
but yet am assured it will be some time
before I will enjoy this privilege. Were
we in America, with the advantages for
acquiring the laguage that we have
here, most any of uscould soon learn it,
but we have the debilitating effects of
the climate to contend with here. Tt
seems almost impossible (as yet) with
me to concentrate my mind on any one
thing long at a time, without after-
wards feeling the effects of it on my
system. I therefore rarely ever do it.
By the assistance of God I intend try-
ing to preserve my health, that I may
be the better prepared for future usec-
fulness. I am persuaded that God has
a great and glorious work for his chil-
dren in this Dark Land, and my daily
prayer is, that as unworthy asT am, He
may make me a useful laborer in this
part of the vineyard. My dear brother,
will you unite with me in asking God
thus to favor me? When we think of
the vast multitude around whose hearts
are, as it were, embedded in stone,
we can but say as did the disciples, in
reference to the loaves and fishes, what
will this little be amongst so many?
But how encouraging to our hearts to
look away from our sinful selves to the
cross of Christ, through which we can
claim strength from our heavenly Fa-
ther. Yes, it was in the strength of
God we came to this land; in His
strength we live here, and if we are
madé the honored instruments of in-

fluencing any of this people to forsake
their idols and serve the truc and living
God, it must be through the strength of
God. The Lord has promised and will
perform.  May Ife give us more faith.
We want faith as convincing as slght
ilself.

June 10th.—You see your short letter
had to be laid aside awhile, and you
may easily guess for what, as I have
told you how I am suffering with a pain
in my head. T was confined to the bed
only a day or two, but am not yet well;
my head is not yet relieved, but I hope
that my daily ride and walk may soon
cure that. Our repeated attacks of
fever are quite enfeebling, and calcu-
lated to cause a depression of spirits,
but with humble gratitude to God, we
can say we do not feel discouraged, nor
do we regret that we have given our-
selves to this work. Nay, we feel
honored in enduring aflliction for the
cause of our Saviour, and believe that
His grace will be sufficient for our day
and trial. IIe bas promised and we
dare not doubt His precious promises.
Oh! that we may prove faithful ser-
vants of the cross. Our aflictions have
been light, compared with the un-
bounded goodness of God, of which we
have been abundant sharers. His lov-
ing kindness, oh! how great.

P
b S5

Letter from Rev, John Day.
Monroria, Liberia, May 20, °57.
Rev. Jaxes B, Tarroxk:

My Dear Sir—I received yours of
Jannary 27th, while in Sierra Leone,
and feel very thankful even that there
is a prospect .of completing our build-
ings. DBoth houses are now being used,
but the piazza is so needed, that I shall
venture to have it put on and draw
when I can for the pay.

The school is flourishing finely, and
is likely to be of more general Lenefit
than I expected. My friends in Sierra
Leone talk of sending their children to
my care, instead of sending them to
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England. There the cost is $3500 a
year: Here I can board for $100, and
as they are rich they may pay $25 tui-
tion, which will lesson expenses soon.

I have agreed to take a few of the
Baptist youth who are poor. Indeed
the Baptists of Sierra Leone are poor,
and it was through God’s providence
and mercy that you established a mis-
sion there, They could not much longer
have held out.

I have the pleasure to inform you
that my health has much improved by
my trip to Sierra Leone. I wasso weak
when I went on board, that I could
scarcely speak so as to be heard by the
steward across the table, Sunday 19th,
snd Sunday following I preached twice,
but the second effort was too much, I
staid in Sierra Leone three and a half
weeks, and preached seven times, and
continued to mend.

I am now just as likely to live o few
years as I have been, although the doc-
tors sny I die the next attack. They
have so often said I was dying, and X
have lived to see so many of them die,
that'T quiet all apprehensions on that
subject, and go on in the work of the
Heavenly Father.

Now may the blessed Saviour ever
keep us near his side, and guide us
safely through the valley and shadow
of death, prays

Yours, Truly,
Jonx Day.

&he Commission,

RICHMOND, OCTOBER, 1857.

£&5™ We have to apologise to the rea-
ders of the Commission for some mis-
takes in the last number. Especially
would we refer to the notice of a com-
munication from T., which was prom-
ised when the notice was written, but
failed to come to hand. Our excuse for
these errors is, that neither of the Secc-

retaries was at home when the number
went to press. We were absent on
other official duties which could not be
postponed. P,

THE NEWS )
From our Shanghai Mission is of ex-
ceedingly interesting character, and
calls upon us for devout thanksgiving
to the God of all grace, that he has
vouchsafed such a hlessing to our la-
bors. Our brethren at Shanghai have
labored on, through years of discour-
agement, with unwavering faith. They
have seen the heathen apparently un-
impressible by divine truth, listen to
its proclamation and then turn away to
the worship of his idols, and the pur-
suit of his poluting avocations. They
have known that their brethren in
Ameriea were discouraged and almost
hopeless, save a few, who, throngh all
the clouds, looked to a brighter day as
coming. Eut amidst all these discour-
agements they have ever been hopeful.
They relied upon the premises of God,
they saw that the difficulties which hin-
dered the success of the Gospel, as
preached by them, except in so far as
they were common to depraved human
nature, could be overcome by earnest
perseverance, and they trusted that the
day to favor China, “‘yea, the set time,”

would come, when Jehovah would come

to their aid, and work a work which
should cause both the ears of those that
heard to tingle. O, what joy fills the
hearts of these faithful servants in wit-
nessing the manifestations of the power
of God unto salvation in this precious
revival! Yet is not that joy unmixed
with sadness. ‘

<

BROTHER YATES,

The long-tried, faithful, and Ueloved
co-laborer, must leave the other breth-
ren to prosecute their labors at this in-
terestingcrisis, without ‘the aid of ‘his
presence and co-operation. For: some
‘years he has been in- a''feeble ‘state.
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Reluctant to leave, he has, from time
to time, delayed his return to this coun-
try until it has, in the judgment of the
mission, become a matter of necessity.
e can well imagine that it is with ex-
treme reluctance he consents to such a
step, at such a time as this; Brother
Yates is not supposed to Le the subject
of any organie disease, but laboring
under a general derangement of the
system, and consequent debility, which
it is hoped will be removed by a voyage
and short stay in this country, so that
with renewed vigour, he will be able to
return to his labors in China. For this
let us all unite in earnest prayer.
—estst SN G SOS

MRS. CRAWFORD,

Who has been in bad health for some
eighteen months or more, will accom-
pany brother Yates and his family.
Brother Crawford, on account of the
urgent demands of the Mission for his
assistance now, will remain at Shang-
hai, hoping that his wife will be re-
stored, and return with brother Yates.
We commend them to the sympathies
and prayers of our brethren and sisters.
P.

R b e e a e

MORE MISSIONARIES FOR
CITINA.

Yes, we need, very much need, a re-
inforcement of our missionary band in
China.  Brother Yates, as already
stated, is probably on his way to this
country. We have, thercfore, only
three brethren at Shanghai—Cabaniss,
Burton and Crawford. We have heen,
from time to time, urging the claims of
this mission upon the attention of our
brethren, in view of the almost cer-
tainty of such a reduction of the num-
ber of missionaries, and also, the prob-
ability of a speedy opening for enlarged
operations. But our appeals, alas!
have thus far been unheeded. Nov,
when God is blessing the efforts of the
missionaries to the conversion of souls,
when greatly increased demands are

swelling with his love.

made upon them for exertion, and
while the prospeet that soon China will
be opened for u large expansion of our
staticns is becoming more and more
probable, some of our missionaries
must leave the field, with no indieation
that others are ready to go out. We
weed more Missionaries for China. Who
will go? Have all our brethren prayer-
fully considered our appeals, and con-
scientiously decided that it is not their
duty to go? We cannot think so. To
us it seems evident that God has desig-
nated China as a part of the field which
Southern Baptists are to ocecupy for
Christ. We cannot believe that, when
our brethren, prayerfully surveying the
claims of the heathen world, after the
formation of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, selected China as the firs¢ ob-
ject of their missionary efforts, they
were 50 far misguided, that it is not
even one of the points claiming the sym-
pathies and labors of our churches.
Surely they were not left to make so
sad a mistake as thig, and under that
mistake to appropriate a large propor-
tion of their funds and missionaries to
the work of the Lord in Chinza. Surely,
when before our separation from our
Northern brethren, Shuck and others
felt themselves impelled, as by a divine
call, to go to the millions of that dark
land, and when, subsequently, Pearcy
and Yates, and Cabaniss, and their co-
laborers came to the same conclusion,
they were not under the guidance of a
false conviction. Surely the swuccess
which has attended our efforts in China,
(though less than many may have an-
ticipated, yet still great,) and, espe-
cially, the blessing now resting upon
the Shanghai Mission, do not indieate
divine disapprobation of our endeavors
for the salvation of the Chinese. China
is to be Christianized. Over her vast
domain righteousness is to cover the
earth as the waters do the sea. From
her countless millions is to be brought
to Jesus the pure oblation of. hearts
Where -is our
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faith in the predictions of Jehovah?
Where our confidence in the promises
of God, and the power of the Gospel?
Where that wisdom which should make
us apt to discern the signs of the times,
and zealeus to improve the openings of
divine Providence, in accelerating the
progress of salvation?

No, we cannot think that onr brethren
have given to the claims of China, asa
missionary field, the prayerful conside-
ration which they descrve. We can but
believe that there are those amongst us
whose duty it is to give themselves to
the work of the Lord in China. We
therefore press the inquiry, * wuo wiLL
co? Why, dear brother, should not you
go? Will it demund great self-deninl?
Buat, should not the christian deny him-
self? Will it involve great sacrafices?
But, can you not make them for Christ’s
sake? Are there fields, nceding cul-
ture, and promising a rich return, all
around you? If youshouldleave them
all, would not the gospel seed be sown
broad-cast over them 2 But, who shall
carry the message of divine love to the
poor ignorant China-man? Think of
it. Threce hundred and ﬁft), or four
hundred millions of ignorant heathen,
hastening to eternity, and only a few,
O how few, almost exhausted lahorers
to point them to the Saviour?

¢ Shall we, whose souls are lighted
By wisdom from on high,
Shall we to men benighted

1l

‘The Lamp of Life deny?

We estimate the population of this coun-
try at about twenty-five millions, There
arc not less than some six or seven
thousand Baptist ministers in the Uni-
ted States. IIow many too, of other
denominations! And yet we speak,
and rightly speak, of the destitution of
our country. But Oh! what shall be-
come of the four hundred millions of
China with less than a hundred christi-
an missionaries of all denominations!
We need more ministers at home. But
has it never occurred to you that the

surest way to increase christian efficien-
cy is to enlarge the scope of its sympa-
thies? That-the most ready means of
augmenting our ownresources is to im-
part freely to others? Itis true in this
regard,.as in relation to money, * There
is that scattcreth and -yet increaseth;
and there is that withholdeth more than
is meet, and it tendeth to poverty.”—
“1Ie that watercth shall be watered
also, himself.”” It would be pleasant,
and profitable to peruse this thought in
the ample illustration of its truth fur-
nished by the history of christianity.—
This our limits forbid. Illustrations
will suggest themselves to every reflect-
ing christian. The periods of the most
vigorous and self-denying missionary
effort, have been those of greatestspirit-
uality and prosperity of the churches of'
Christ every where?

Take care, dear brother. How know
you, but that your refusal to encounter
the toils and sufferings of a foreign
missionary, under the idea of cultiva-
ting some home field, is hindering some
one, who in that field would be far more
useful than you can be, from entering
into it? How do you know but that the
small measure of Christian enjoyment,
of which you are conscious, comes’from
a failure faithfully to meet the question,
¢“What is my duty?”’ With a firm de-
termination to do your duty, at wlmte~
ver cost ?

WE NEED MORE MISSIONARIES FOrR Crl-

~a. WiLL vou Go? B
o e ¢ NPP PP PP e
AN INCREASE OF PATRONAGE.

We have received, during the year a
number of new subscribers to the Com-
mission. Some, however, who subseri-
bed for it at first have ordered discon-
tinuances. This was to be expected‘
We are pleased to be able to state that
the number of such is small. ‘Batthe
Commission is yet far below the circu-
lation which it ought to have.” Our
people need information regarding cur
missionary operations. We can never
secure a steady, prayerful and liberal
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co-operation in any caterprise in the
absence of such a knowledge of the
facts of the case, as will cause our breth-
ren to appreciate the effort. It was the
conviction that there was great lack of
information among our churches, re-
garding our Foreign missions, that im-
pelled to the publication of the Com-
mission. Without a single dissentient,
all, of whom we have heard, have ex-
pressed warm approbation of the man-
ner in which it has Leen conducted.—
Not a few have placed the work, as in
their estimation, taking rank-alongwith
the very first class periodicals. We do
not wish to conceal that we are highly
gratified by such expressions of appro-
val. But there is another way of giv-
ing utterance to these sentiments which
we should prize much more highly. It
is by long lists of paying subserilers. If
the Commission is what it has been pro-
mnounced to be, there are thousands of
our brethren who are not its patrons,
who ought to read it. Every one of
those who think it a valuable publica-
tion could induee some one or more of
these to take it. The subscribers thus
obtained could secure others. Thus
the usefulness of our labors would be
increased, and there would, too, be an
increased motive to exert ourselves to
render the work still more worthy of
patronage. Reader, will you thus en-
courage us? Now do send at least one
more subscriber to the Commission.
P,

Other izsions.

WEST AFRICA.

The Rev. Beverly Wilson, a Metho-
dist missionary, stationed of late at
Sinou, but now at Monrovia, in atten-
dance upon the Annual Conference,
brings from thence cheering intelli-
gence as to the desire of the interior
tribes to have education and the Christ-
ian religion established among them.
‘There is a wonderful mévement, he re-

marks, in this direstion. Allalong, inte-
rior from the cost, for scores of miles,
the heathen seem agitated with desire.
Messengers are flocking to the Christ-
ian settlements, specially commissioned
by kings and head men, begging for
teachers and missionaries to he sent
immediately to them. Their petitions
are reiterated and importunate, admit-
ting of no denial. Again and again
they came to him, with the injunction
not to return until they should succeed
in their embassy ; and in one at least
touching instance, when the messenger
had been sent back with painful decla-
rations of his inability to gratify them,
in a few days he'was returned with pos-
itive injunctions not to come home, but
to sit down at Mr. Wilson’s until he
should obtain from him a teacher or a
missionary.

It would appear that this desire has
long existed among the interjor trilies
back, especially from Sinou; but until
the recent war and subsequent treaty
of peace established with the Blue
Barra and associated tribes, by the Li-
berinn Republic, they were unable,
through the jealousy and hostility of
the latter tribes, to come down to the
coast and prefer their petition. But
since the peace their communication is
unimpeded, and their first salutation as
they meet us is the cry of Blacedonia,
“ Come over and help us.”

THE WORK IN AFRICA.

Rev. A. Bushnell, of the Gaboon
Mission, said at a late meeting: “Fif-
tecn societies have a hundred stations
and a hundred and fifty missionaries.
In connection with them have becn
14,900 members, and 12,000 children
are gathered into schools.”

KAREN MISSION.,
Dr. Mason writes as follows: )
Like the prophet in his vision I;fecl
overwhelmed with the scenes ‘that.are-
passing before my eyes. Thrée days

A
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ago the first meeting of the Bghai As-
sociution was held in this place. 1was
canlled to the chair, and as I looked
from the crest of the hill on which it
assembled, on two thousand of the
wildest Karens the jungles can boast,
T seemed to be seated in an assemlly
of all nations. There were men robed
in silks in the Burmese costume;
others with the blue pants and padded
Jackets which distinguish Shans; anda
few were buttoned up in the cast-off
red coats of English soldiers. Among
the ladies there was a sufficient. variety
of silk handkerchicefs, white cottons,
and diversified ealicoes, to supply a
small retail dry goods store. But the
larger number were in their native
dresses. The Pakus were known by
the horizontal stripes on their tunics.
One Bghai tribe was easily recognized
by the tunic being marked with perpen-
dicular red stripes, and the other by
their short pants reaching half way
down the thigh. Many of those from
the distant mountains had their swords
by their sides, and not a few might be
scen in the distant margin of the con-
gregation, listening as they leaned on
their spears.

Forty-five stations were represented,
cach of which has its teacher, and all,
with a few exceptions, are natives of
Toungoo, raised up from among them-
sclves. At twenty-four of the stations
the foundations of churches have been
1nid, and there are many candidates for
baptism at most of the stations. Three
hundred and sixteen persons have been
baptized during the year, making the
present number of church members in
good standing—among the Bghais
alone—one thousand two hundred and
sixteen. The aggregato of the pupils
reported in school is six hundred and
cighty-eight. )

In the Paku and Mauniepgha regions
there are just fifty stations, as reported
to me by Pwaipau, with a list of their
names. Thus there are ninety-five
schools, and as many school teachers

and preachers to the extent of their
knowledge, in Eastern Toungoo, all,
with the exception of about ten, natives
of the province, and converted within
the last three years,

SOUTH AFRICA.

In the last annual report of the Lon-
don Missionary Society, itis stated that
among the natives north of Orange
river, there are five principal stations,
Griqua Town, Kuruman, Parens, Lek-
atlong, and Philippolis. In connection
with these stations are about thirty out-
stations, at cach of which divine ser-
vices are held on the Sabbath. The
aggregate attendance is estimated at
2000 soule, occasiornal hearers about as
many more. At the station at Philip-
polis the attendance varies from five or
six hundred to seven or eight, and
somectimes nine hundred hearers. On
the sacramental Sabbaths, which occur
at this station monthly, therec may be
seen frequently forty or fifty, or even
sixty wagons arriving on the Saturday
preceding, all well laden with people
coming to church. The aggregate of
church members at all the stations is
about 1,506. The liberality of the
people is remarkable. In the year
1856 the church and people of Philip-
polis collected not less than $1,500;
sufficient to pay the salaries of their
minister and school-master, and leaving
money for the building of a school-mas-
ter’s house, church repairs, &e. -At
Griqua Town, where the people are
poorer, the ‘contributions amounted
to $845.

SOUTHERN INDIA,

The Madura mission of the American
Board embraces. twenty-three native
churches, regularly organized, which
meet statedly for religious “worship.
Only two native pastors have been or-
dained ‘in connection with' these
churches. Six of the churches were
formed in 1855, and as many more in
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1856. 'There is material enough for as
many more distinct organizations; the
difficulty is to obtain suitable persons
to fill the pastoral relation. The ag-
gregate number of members in good
standing is 504. Received the past
year 171. Members are admitted with
caution, after having been under special
instruction, and only on giving evidence
of a change of heart. There are 127
congregations, embracing 5,349 hearers.
The proportion of church members to
the congregations was in 1853 as one to
thirtcen ; in 1855, as one to ten; atthe
close of 1856, nearly as one to seven.

CHINA.

The London Missionary Society re-
ports that at Amoy, “many men, wo-
men, and young persons listen with in-
terest to the truth as it is in Jesus.”
The members of the church number
161. Eleven were received into the
church in November, and cighteen in
the preceding June. The American
mission church at Amoy numbers 124
members, and another at an out-station,
31. The English Presbyterinn Board
has also a church of 47 members.
% Thus, connected with the mission
station, which includes the city of
Amoy, and towns embraced within a
circuit of thirty miles around it, there
are at present three hundred and stxly-
three Chinese Christians. So mightily
has the word of God grown and pre-
vailed.”

SWEDEN—BAPTIST MISSION.

During the year 1856, forty-three be-
lievers were baptized in Stockholm, the
capital of Sweden; forty-eight at Elf-
dalen ; one hundred at Sundsvall; in
all, four hundred and ninety-two per-
sons were baptised in Sweden the past
year.

LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

- *“Cextral Soutu Arrica.~The rep-
vesentations of Dr. Livingston, concern-

ing the inviting fields for mission labor
in Central Africa, anwakened n great
sensation in the minds of the friends of
the London Missionary Society; so
great, indeed, that the society resolved,
though unable with their current medns
to occupy any new fields, that they
would offer a special opportunity for
contributions to this particular region;
and singularly enocugh—providentially,
without doubt, from the first announce-
ment of their purpose, an unknown
friend, from a deep conviction of its
importance, generously commenced the
fund by a donation of two thousand
five hundred dollars ; a second friend,
not aware of the offering of the first,
did also, from a conviction of duty,
send two thousand five hundred dol-
lars; and a third sent one thousand
dollars. The fund shortly ran up to
nearly or quite sixtecn thousand dol-
lars.”

METHODIST MISSIONS.

CHINA.

Dr. Wentworth thus writes with refe-
rence to China:

“It appears not a little singular to
me, that out of the TEN or ELEVEN
THOUZAND travelingand local preachers
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, not
one suitable man can be found willing
to come to China! I wish there were
any mode, besides actual inspection, of

-dispelling the thick ignorance and dire-

ful apathy that prevail in reference to
this extensive and interesting field. Be-
cause converts from a foul heathenism
to the purest form of Christianity, are
not at once forthcoming, in a commu-
nity where, fifteen years ago, a white
face had never becen seen, and where
the difficult barriers to communication
are not yet broken down, the heads of
the Church flag, ministers of the Gos-
pel call to halt, and young men, the
forlorn hope of the cause, retire to
other fields in despair. Could the two
extremes, the work as it existed ten
years ago, aud as it exists now,” be
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bLrought before the mind of the Church,
there is not a man in it with pereep-
tions so dull as not to perceive that the
cause in 1857 is almost infinitely in ad-
vance of what it was in 1847. It has
progressed astonishingly before my own
eyes. Ilow slow we are to remember,
that every dispensation and every great
reformation has, in God’s order, its pre-
paratory stage. Ilow tedious the pre-
parztory stages of the coming of Christ
himself.”

—

TIHE RELIGIOUS AWAKENING IN
S\WEDEN.

A few years since, Fredric Neilson,
who went out as a sailor missionary,
laboured at Gottenburg, and a Baptist
church was formed. Persecution soon
aroge, and the missionary was banished.
The influence of the truths he had
preached, however, could not be ban-
ished. An educated and talented man,
(Rev. Andreas Wiberg,) who had
preached for eight years in the Luther-
an church, was led by them, first to the
Cross, and then to examine the subject
of baptism. The writings of Carson,
Hinton, and Pengilly, published by the
American Baptist Publication Society,
were earnestly read. He was convine-
ed, and desired to be baptized; but
there was no Baptist minister then in
Sweden or Norway. 7This was in 1853.
He sziled for America. On his way
the vessel was detained two days at
Copenhagen, Denmark, where he met
Bro. Neilson, who baptized him at mid
night in the Baltic Sea.

After reaching New York, he be-
came for a time a colporteur of the
American Baptist Publication Society,
labouring among the sailors and emi-
grants of that ¢ity. Then he prepared
his work on ¢ Christian Baptism,”
which the Society stereotyped in the
Swedish, and which has been so blessed
of God. Feeling a deep interest in the
religious condition of his native land,
hie applied to the Publication Society,

~

‘er, Frtra.

which commissioned him as superin-
tendent of colportage in Sweden. The
Society was led to this step by the sig-
nificant fact, that while the laws of
Sweden positively forbid, under heavy
penalties, all preaching except by the
clergy of the State church, they give
entire freedom to the press. You can-
not, under the sanction of law, preach
the truth, but you may print and cir-
culate it as much as you like. Colpor-
teurs may, without molestation, go from
house to house, and from village to vil-
lage, distributing books and tracts, and
speaking to small companies in private
houses on the subject of religion. Some
of our bréthren dare fo speak publicly,
but it is always at the risk of impris-
onment.

Mr. Wiberg arrived in Stockholm,
Nov. Tth, 1855, just twenty months
since. Upon his recommendation, four
other colporteurs were appointed about
the 1st of January, 1856.

These were the beginnings of the
work in Sweden. Since then, twenty-
one Baptist churches have been organ-
ized, twenty-four ministers ordained,
and about one thousand hopeful con-
verts have been baptized.— Young Reap-

t -

MORAVIAN MISSIONS.

Tae Uxitep Bretnreny 1N Corist
have collected and expended, during
their last_four conference or ecclesiasti-
cal years, over: $180,000, making an
average for each member of .the church
of about thirty cents. They have a
prosperous printing concern. The trus-
tees report :

Receipts in four years, $183,183 29
Expenditures in four years, 180,377 52
Balance in treasury, 2,805 77

Inventory of the Establishment..

Assets, 890,272 56
Liabilities, 53,115 86
Assets over liabilities,. 37,156 85

The Religious Telescope has now a
circulation of 11,443 copies weckly, be-
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ing an increase of 5,467 copies in the
last four years. ‘With the present sub*
seription list, the profit per annum of
publishing the Telescope will be §5,435.
In view of these figures, the report
suggests the propriety of enlarging the
paper. The Unity Magazine has now
a subscription list of 1,409 copies. The
gain per annum of publishing it is only
S44 65. The Children’s Friend has
0,500 subscribers, and the yedrly gain
of publishing is $52, The Frochliche
Botshafter has a circulation of 1,838
copies weekly, and fails to sustain it-
self by 8536 90 yearly.

SANDWICII ISLANDS.

Read this,—the missionary said it:
¢ There is a zealous missionary spirit
among the missionary children at the
Sandwich Islands. They give $600 or
$700 yearly for missionary purposes
and one hundred and twenty-five of
them contributed S125 out of their
poverty for the *Morning Star.” If the
children of this country were to give
in the same measure, it would be
enough to sustain the Board for many
years.”

The poverty of the people in the
Sandwich Islands is very great, yetis
their liberality remarkable. Their con-
tributions for all religious purposes the
last year were $818,431. The govern-
ment expended for the cause of eduea-
tion $43,000.

MISCELLANY.

Ax TyrportaxT Coxcession.—The fol-
lowing extract is from the South Afri-
ean Commercial Advertiser, a paper
published at Cape Town. It formsa
part of an article which discusses the
arrangements for the new British colo-
ny at Natal: '

“ Government and the public here,
as well as at home, are happily agreed
on the first grand funddmental prinei-
ple of civilization, viz: that religion is
the vital principle of all that deserves
that name. On this point, Merivale,

Professor of DPolitical Economy. in the
University of Oxford, muy be regarded
as speaking in the name of tho pres-
ent age, at least in the British Empire,
when he says that, ¢ Ilistory has no ex-
amplé to offer us of any successful at-
tempt, however slight, to introduce civ-
ilization among savage tribes in Colo-
nies, or in their vicinity, except through
the agency of religious missionaries.
This 1s no question of a balance of
advantages, o matter of comparison
between opposite systems; I repeat,
that no instance can be shown of the
reclaiming of savages by any other in-
fluence than that of religion.””

IxrrLoeNce oF Missioxs.—Under the
influence of the Wesleyan missionaries
at Fejee, heathehism is said to be rap-
idly breaking up. The last year was a
very cventful one. Thousands more
than can be supplied with teachers are
anxious to be instructed in Christian-
ity. The attendants on public worship
are estimated at thirty thousand,—be-
ing more than three times what they
were the preceding year,

ArracnMENT OF JEWs TO MISSIONA-
RIES.—On leaving india, I received
very marked attention from the Jews,
for the kindness I had shown them.
When I went to Rewadana, about thir-
ty miles from Bombay, to bid some of
them farewell, I could scarcely get
away from them. On the day before I
was_to leave, they said they would sit
up all night to be ready to conduct me
to the boat in the morning ; and, in or-
der to relieve them, I was obliged to
rise in the night and take my depart-
ure.—Dr. Wilson.

Mvucu Fruitr rrom Lirrie SEep.—
A thoughtless young man, on one oc-
casion, heard from an aged Christian
lady the expressions, “<O that my time
was come,”’ “I am so anxicus to be
in heaven.” There was no affectation
in such language from her. It welled
up from a heart full of love to One not
seen, and panting for the realization of
long-cherished hopes. It was an arrow
to the young man’s soul. Dreams of
ambition were dissipated, and his life
devoted to a heavenly Master. Ile is
now an elder in a Presbyterian church,
wears the ermine in a Southern State,
and wields the influence of his high
position for pure religion. The good
woman has for years been among the
glorified. J. 0. L.



THE COMMISSION.

AN Extraonpivary NEeress,—John
IL. Fuller, of Bolivar, in Tennessce,
has o negro woman, as he writes to the
Memphis Appeal, supposed to be ninety-
three years of age, who has never had
a tooth in her head until August last.
She has now a fine full set. She is
hale and vigorous, and can pick one
hundred pounds of cotton per day.

Prescorr tne Hisrorian,—The grand-
father of William H. Prescott, the his-
torian, commanded the American furces
at Bunker Hill, while the grandfather
of his wife commanded a British ship
of war which bombarded the American
works in the same action. "The histo-
rian has the swords of each at his resi-
dence in Boston. Mr. Prescott ought
to be able to write an impartial ac-
count of the Revolutionary struggle,
bound as he is hy precisely the same
ancestral ties to both parties.

UxxNEcessary Burpex.—If you take
your own cares upon yourself, you load
yourself with an unnecessary burden.
The Mighty One awaits to help you.

THE JOY OF DOING GOOD.

Yes, there’s a joy in doing good,
The selfish never knew,

A draught so deep, so rich and pure,
It sets the heart aglow;

A draught so exquisitely rare
It thrills the soul with bliss,

And lifis it to a heav’nlier world,
Or makes a heav’n of this.

CoNTENXTMENT.—Agar said, * Give
me neither poverty nor riches;” and
this will ever be the prayer of the wise.
Our incomes should be like our shoes;
if too small, they gall and pinch us; if
too large they will cause us to stumble
and to trip. DBut wealth, after all, is a
relative thing, since he that hath little
and wants less, is richer than he that
has much and wants more. True con-
tentment depends not upon what we
have: A tub was large enough for Di-
ozenes, but a world was too little for
Alexander.

Love or Trees.—A friend of Grat-
tan’s, the distinguished Irish lawyer,
recommended him to cut down a favor-
ite tree, that obstructed the view from
the house. “ Why, =0?” asked Grat-
tan. ¢ Beecause it stands in the way of
the house.”” “You mistake,” was Grat-
tan’s reply, it is the house that stands
in the way; and if cither must come
down, let it be the house.”

By-axp-ny.—The following verse con
tains a moral which it would be well for
all of us to inscribe upon our phylac-
teries : )

There is a thief that walks the world,
In the quick noon day ard starless
‘dark,

Protean like, now ringed and curled,
Ragged anon, and grim and stark,
And he !?lliles his trade with a ceaseless

skill, :
Defiantly, warily, working ill..
But I trow the charm
Will keep.you from harm,
If scored in your memory ever;
Who \\'a{ll:ls; in the street of By-and-by;
will -
Stop in the house of Never.

How Tto mave Tur Mix or Tne
Worp Pure.—An Irish priest told a
man who had a Bible in his possession
that *“Ile had no business -with the
Bible; for St. Peter said, it was not the
Word, but the milk of the Word he
ought to have;” and he confirmed his
assertion by 1 Pet. 2; 2—*“ As new-

born babes desire the sincere milk of

the Word.””- **I know that well, please
Your Reverence,” replied the poor man,
“but for fear the milk should be adul-
terated, I like to keep the cow that gives
it, with me in the house.”

Goop RULES FOR ALL—Profane swear-
ing is abominable. Vaulgar language is
disgusting. Loud laughing is impolite.
Inquisitiveness is offensive. Tattling
is mean. Telling lies is contemptible.
Slandering is devilish. Ignorance is
disgraceful, and laziness is shameful.
Avoid all the above vices, and aim at
usefulpness. This is the road in which
to Lecome respectable, Walk in it.—
Never be ashamed of honest labor.
Pride is'a curse—a hateful vice. Never
act the hypocrite. Keecp goed com-
pany. Speak the truth at all times,

ever be discouraged, but persevere,
and mountains will become mole hills.

Tne Directors of the London Mis-
sionary Society are taking measures to
commence missionary operations in the
regions in Central Africa explored. by
Dr. Livingston. They propose to form
two principal stations, one. under the
charge of Dr. Livingston, the other, of
the venerable Mr. Moffatt. ’

Do all the good you can in the.
world. . . TR 1

1y



-

128 - THE COMMISSION.

GzextLEuxaxLy Conpuer.—Self-respect
is the safest preventive against quarrel-
ing. The man who is sure of his posi-
tion is the slowest to suspect another of
any design to guestion it; and hence
the art of avoiding altercation has gen-
erally been deemed one of the peculiar
characteristics of the gentleman.

Few men can have mingled even in

. the slightest degree, in society, without

noticing that cne prominent feature in

‘the character of a parvenu, is his prone-

ness to take offence. Ilis ankles are
sharper, his. corns more tender than
those of other people. There is really
no knowing where to be safe with him.
The best plan, of course, is to leave
such men alone. Ve should do our
best to avoid infringing on their rami-
fied irritability.

In Caleutta forty native presses are
constantly employed in the publication
of native books. The number of books
of all kinds in the Bengali language
sold in the year 1851 was not less than
30,000. The number of bouks exist-
ing in that language in 1830 was 50;
in 1852, 400.

BOOK NOTICGES.

OsnAUsSEN’Ss COMMENTARY, Vor. IV.—
We are indebted to the publishers,
Messrs. Sheldon, Blakeman & Co., for
the fourth volume of this valuable
work. Itis unnecessary for us to re-
peat what we have already said regard-
ing the character of the work and the
style of its execution. All who wanta
really valuable commentary ought to
get it. It can be had of Messrs. Wor-
tham & Cottrell of this city. P.

Spurceon’s SEraoxs, Fourth Series.—
From the same publishers we have re-
ceived the fourth volume of sermons
by the distinguished London preacher,
Spurgeon. We_have not read all the
discourses of this volume, but such as
we have perused fully sustain the repu-
tation of the author. «Spurgeon’s ser-
mons are remarkable for evangelical
doctrine,simplicity of diction and direct-
ness and pungency of appeal. They
cannot be read witheatinterest and pro-
fit. Forsale by Wortham & Cottrell.

Tre CurisTian Review for October
has just come to band. We can not
speak of the merits of the number, as

we have not had time to look into it,
and our printer is waiting for_copy.
We give the table of contents, and ex-
press the hope that the Review will
secure for itself a greatly increased

patronage. This number closes the
volume—the first under its present
editors. Rev’ds. F. Wilson & Geo. B.
Taylor.,

Article 1. Jehovah Jireh, by Rev.
Wm. Crowell, D.D., St. Louis, Mo. 2.
The Phaedon ; or Plato in the immor-
tality of the soul, by Rev. N. M. Wil-
liams, Somerville, Mass. 3. Unitari-
anism, by Prof. E. B. Smith, Universi-
ty of Virginin. 4. Royal Literature,
by Prof. Angell, Brown University, R.
I 5. A holy ministry, by Rev. D, G.
Corey, Utica, N. Y. 6. Import of
Ekklesia, by Rev. J. C. M. Breaker,
Beaufort, S. C. 7. Dreams; their na-
ture and uses, by Rev. A, S. Patton,
Iloboken, N.J. 8. Notices of publica-
tions. 9. Literary and Theologieal in--
telligence—Ecclesiastical Record.

Tne Sacrepxess or HHvyvax LiFg, aND
AxErICAN INDIFFERENCE TO I1T5 DE-
sTrRUCTION : An address before the
Literary Societies of the Wake Forest
College, June 10th, 1857, (being the
day before the annual commence-
geﬁt,) by Rev. William IIooper, L.

We were present at the delivery of
this address, and listened to it with pro-
found attention and earnest interest.
It discusses momentous themes in the
perspicuous and classic style which
characterizes all the productions of the
author, and with an earnest thorough-
ness, which few could attain in so small
a compass. It is probable that some of
the opinions of the author may be
objected to, especially those regarding
the legal profession, by some of the
readers of the address. DBut all must
admit that the views presented are de-
serving of grave consideration. We
trust the address may have an extended
circulation and tend to abate the evils
against which it is directed. P.

Tue Souvrnery LiTerAry MESSENGER
comes to us with its usual budget of
good things. We cannot particularize.
Subscribe for the Messenger and you
will see them all, Published by Mac-
farlane & Fergusson, Richmond. Edi-
ted by J. . Thompson. o









	The Commission
	1857
	10
	Title
	Title

	Index
	Index

	
	97
	98
	99
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105
	106
	107
	108
	109
	110
	111
	112
	113
	114
	115
	116
	117
	118
	119
	120
	121
	122
	123
	124
	125
	126
	127
	128
	Suppl. 1
	Suppl. 2





