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WIIERE SHOULD RETRENCHMENT BEGIN?

The pecuniary embarrassment, which
has recently overwhelmed the country,
‘will render the retrenchment of expen-
ses in many families a positive necessi-
‘ty. This necessity, in a moral point of
view, is not to be lamented. Long con-
tinued prosperity ecngenders habits of
extravagance which are anfavorable to
the growth of piety, and of sound mor-
als. There are oceasions in the history
of nations, as of individuals, when God,
by his providence, teaches lessons of
moderation, economy and sclf-denial.
Weshould thankfully receive, and cheer-
fully practise these lessons. Such in-
struction has been recently and impres-
-gively furnished by the financial crisis
which has so suddenly involved many
families in perplexity and want. Re-
trenchment, then, though not a pleas-
ant, is, to many, an unavoidable and
wholesome discipline.

But retrenchment, like any other du-
ty, may be enforced in a right or wrong
manner. It may begin at the wrong
place. It may be carried too far in
some directions, and not {ar enough in
others. As Christians we should earn-
‘estly, with a docile disposition and a
prayerful spirit, enquire how in this, as
in all other reforms, we may please and
honor God. Retrenchment must begin
somewhere ; but where should it begin ?

The love of ostentation will say, Not in
dress or cquipage—the fashions must be
‘followed-—respectability must be main-
taine&l—the social position of the fam-

ily must pot be sacrificed. Appetite
repliés, If retrenchment must take place,
let it not begin in the expenses of the
table. Luxuries cannot be dispensed
with; good wines, well-flavored cigars,
and the finest quality of chewing toba-
co, are indispensable to theenjoyment of
life. The love of pleasure says, Any re-
trenchment may be endured, that does
not demand the abandonment of parties,
balls, and concerts, and theatrical
amusements, and such like things—
without these life would be a weariness,
Covetousness answers, -Let retrench-
ment begin any where, and be pressed
in any direction, so that the hoarded
wealth may not be: diminished, or its
steady increase may not be arrest
ed. But-what says piety? What says
enlightened conscience? The answer
is promptly and plainl'y given. Let
retrenchment begin in superfluities—
in luxuries—in-finery—in pleasures——
in the costly things which :
needed for the health or eomifork: . of
the body, the cultivation of the mind;
the improvement of ‘the ‘heart, or
the promotion of domestic happinesss
but let ;itnot begin in benefactions to
the poor,. or: in :contributions' for the
spread of the gospel. Yet thereis danger
that, even . among sincere Christinns, the
work of ‘retrenchment will commence;
and be most .strenuously prosecuted, in -
these. last items. Let us, Chnstmn
friends,. examine this:matter; so far as
it relates to. missions; with the Bible in
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our hands, and the Judgment seat of
Christ in our eyes.

1. Our contributions to thesacred, no-
ble cause of Christian missions are
very small. Compared with our resour-
ces, the claims of a sinful, perishing,
world, and our expenditures in articles
of fashion, taste and self-indulgence, our
gifts to the mission cause are a mere
pittance. Many Christian men spend
‘more for tobacco, and many Christian
women spend more for fripperies, than
for the extension of Christ’s kingdom
on earth; and rery few, of either sex,
give an amount to this object that calls

" for the slightest self-denial. And shall
these trifling contributions be the first
to suffer curtailment? Let conscience
answer, inview of Calvary.

2. Our missionary gifts eannot be di-
minished without serious injury to our
brethren who are in the mission field.
At our invitation they entered on their
work—on us they are dependent for
the means of support and usefulness—
we are solemnly pledged to furnish
them these meaus—and we cannot ma-
terially retrench our contributions with-
out violating our obligation to them.—
Shall we begin retrenchment by with-
holding an adequate support from those
who by our influence have been enticed
to forsake their homes and country and
enter distant and inhospitable climes
to publish glad tidings to the heathen?
To this inquiry the Christian heart can

“give but one response—an emphatic
Na!

3. God has greatly blessed the Bap-
tists of the South. Hard as the times
confessedly are in some respects, they
are in others, most propiticus. Never
did the South so abound in all the
means of sustenance and comfort.—
Never was the substantial wealth of our
denomination greater than at this mo-
ment. Though the monetary pressure
in the country may call for a temporary
retrenchment of our expenses, will it
not be moest ungrateful to begin this
curtailment in our gifts to the treasury

of -that gracious Lord who has filled our
barns with plenty;iand our hearts with
gladness ? .As we have freely and
bountifully received, so let us give.

4. God has sent the late pecuniary
trial to teach us, among cther valuable
lessons, the folly of laying up treasures
on' earth. Bcehold, how uncertain is
worldly wealth ! Many families that, a
few short months since, were rolling in
affluence are now reduced to poverty
and want. God blows on our trecasures,
and, like chaff before the storm, they
are carried away. In his providence,
he touches the springs of commerce,
and quickly thrift and hope are suc-
ceeded by adversity and despair. Now
will it not be sad, if, instead of receiv-
ing the instructions which our heavenly
Father designed to communicate, we
should become more parsimonious, and
indulge our closeness, first and chiefly,
in retrenching our contributions to the
cause of our kind instruetor—in fine, it
instead of learning the folly of laying
up treasures on earth, we should seek to
increase them by subtracting from our
contributions to the cause of Christ?
Then, indeed, we shall signally fail to
hear the voice of the rod.

5. The best method of improving the
times is to make a right use of our sub-
stance. So teaches the spirit of inspi-
ration : “ Honor the Lord with thy sub-
stance, and with the first fruits of all
thine increase: so shall thy barns be
filled with plenty, and thy presses shall
burst out with new wine,” ‘ Bring ye
all the tithes into the storechouse, that
there may be meat in my house, and
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord
of hosts, if I will not open you the win-
dows of heaven, and pour :you outa
blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it.”” *For even in
Thessaloniea ye sent once and again to
my necessity. Not because I desire a
gift: but I desire fruit that mayabound
to your account. * % ¥ TPutmy
God shall supply all your need accord-
ing to his riches in glory by Christ Je-
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sus.” If this principle be sound—and
Christians should not doubt its .correct-
ness—then the simplest, surest way to
improve the times, is, by cherishing not
a penurious but a liberal spirit, is to
please the Lord, in whose hand are our
times, and who can make us rich or
poor at his pleasure.

Weconclude, then, that retrenchment
should fall last, if fall it must, on con-
tributions for benevolent and religious
purposes. But selfishness and worldly
policy, are prone to reverse this rule.
Brethren, let us remember whose we
are—to whom we are responsible—by
whom we must be judged, and listen,
not to the voice of self, and of a sin-de-
luded world, but of conscience and of
God. J. B. J.

A CONVERSATION.
A. Good morning brother C. Very
-glad to see you: hope you are well?

C. Very well, my brother; and I am
pleased to be with you once more. How
are you all getting along in religious
matters ?

A. Well, thank God, T think we are
making some progress. Our pastor has
recently baptized some ten, or more.—
We have not ¢ = revival,”” but very good
congregations at our regular meetings,
with some serious, and an occasional
conversion. I believe, too, there is a
growing spirit of liberality in our
church. We have made quite an in-
-crease in our contributions.

C. I am delighted to hear that! I
think the liberality of a church a pretty
-fair indication of its spiritual condition.
Please inform me, more particularly,
what you have done.

A. Why, we have more than doubled
our contribution to Domestic Missions;
our donations to Indian Missions, and
for the distribution of the Bible have,
also, been considerably increased. More
too has been given for the Publication
cause, and in addition we are expend-

- ing several thousand dollars upon our
fown church affairs.

sult.

C. Truly, this is praiseworthy ! It is
really cheering to me to hear such a
good account of the dear brethren and
sisters of II. church. But you failed
to mention what had Leen contributed
for Foreign Missions. .I trust you did
not overlook the necessities of the de-
graded heathen?

A. No, not altogether. We gave a
small amount to the Board of Foregn
Missions; though not so much as we
did last year. Tbe truth is, our people
feel no special interest in Foreign Mis-
sions.

C. You surprise me, brother A. 1
had supposed that all intelligent Chris-
tians now felt deeply interested in send-
ing the gospel to the heathen. The last
command of our blessed Redeemer, and
the very nature of Christianity appear
to me to lead necessarily to such a re-
And I am astonished that, with
an increasing liberality, there should be
a decline of interest in this cause among
the dear brethren of .

A. Well, I don’t wonder at it myself.
There are so many, and such pressing
claims nearer home, that we have use
for more than we can give. You know
the Board of Domestic Missions is do-
ing a great work., We must send the
gospél' to the destitute of our own
“ great and growing” country. And
the Board at Marion have never had
means enough to meet the calls upon
them. Then there are the claims of
Indian Missions. The Indians are here,
right on our borders. They are perish-
ing for lack of a knowledge of the gos-
pel. We must contribute to send it to
them. God has greatly blessed the la-
bors of our dear brother Buckner, and
his co-laborers. They must.be support-
ed, and others must be sent to their aid
to meet the Macedonian cry * Come
over and helpus.” Then there are our
State Missions, and colportage, and the
education interests, &ec., besides the ne-
cessities of our "own church. These
things must be attended to, you know:
and they have the first claim upon us.

1317 -
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The maxim is a sound one, *‘ Charity
bLeging at home.” I feel very much
like the great John Randolph, who sec-
ing a lady busily engaged in providing
clothing for the destitute Greek chil-
dren, said to her, pointing to a number
of negro children on the premises,
« Madam the Greeks are at your own
door.” I cannct feel like doing much
for the heathen in China and Africa,
while there are so many as bad as hea-
then here among us.

C. 1 rejoice, dear brother, at the zeal
you manifest for the Indians, and our
own people. But I confess I cannot
sympathise with the exclusiveness of that
zeal. As to the often quoted maxim,
** Charity begins at home,” it is too of-
ten repeated as an excuse for doing no-
thing, to be entitled to much weight.
It is true that the relations of consan-
guinity and proximity involve corres-
ponding obligations 3 and, other things
being equnl, our relatives, our neigh-
bours, our countrymen, have claims
upon us which are entitled to prece-
dence. But to urge these claims as a
reason for neglecting the command of
Christ, “ Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel unto every creature,”
is to give them a force to which they
are by no means entitled. Lét me il-
lustrate this thought. An enemy bas
invaded our land. B.is draftedas a
soldier, and required to repair, along
with others, to a station on the remote
frontier. *O but I can’t go,” he re-
plies, “I have my family to attend to.
Besides, my neighbors are in danger.
It is my duty to remain and take care
of them.” D. declines to pay his taxes
to the State, because he has need of all
his funds for the comfort of his family
and the support of the poor around him.
What weight would be attached to
these reasons? None, Just none at all.
And for these reasons: 1. That the al-
legiance of these men to the State, is
superior to the obligations of family
and neighborhood : and 2nd. That the
interests of the family and the neigh-

borhood are best secured by obedience
to the authority of the State. Just so,
when the Christian makes the home
plea a reason for restricting his labors
within a narrower sphere than Christ
has appointed, he is inexcusable, and
his course is injurious to the very inter-
ests he proposes to promote, His high-
est allegiance is to Christ. “If any
man be in Christ he is a new creature.”’
He has entered into a new world. Ilo
has assumed new relations. Chriat is
his Lord, and his relations to every
other being are modified by this fact.
So that, when Christ commands, every
tie is to be sundered, every interest re-
linquished, that comes in competition
with his command. Moreover, as the
protection of one’s family and friends
depends, ultimately upon the State, so,
more emphatically, do their spiritual
interests depend upon Christ, and are
secured and promoted by obedience to
him. Where ckarify should begin,
therefore, in any case, depends not upon
consanguinity or proximity, but upon
the revealed will of Christ. And the
only ground upon which any individual
can justly plead home duties as a reason
for neglecting the heathen, is, that in
his case, attention to these duties will
have the greatest probable effect in accom-
plishing the conversion of the world.
Christ has made this the business of his
churches. And that use of their means
is best, which will soonest accomplish
it. Thus, too I reply to the narrow,
selfish spirit of the remark of the cele-
brated Randolph; a man, who, with
many noble qualities, was too much of
a eynie, to furnish an example to the
philanthropie christian. Rather would
I go to the inimitable parable of the
“Good Samaritan” to learn ‘ Who is
my neighbour,” and to the same *‘Great
Teacher” to be instracted who are the
enslaved and suffering  Greecks” that
claim my compassion and aid.

A. Come, brother C., you have made
quite a “speech.” My time now.

C. Certainly brother. I.only wished
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to be'understood. I will listen to you
with pleasure.

A. T hope you don’t think that T, {or
any brother of the church to which I
belong,) am opposed to Foreign Mis-
sions. We always give something to
that cause. But we sce so much to be
done nearer home that we can’t give as
much as otherwise we shonld. And
surely you wounld not have us neglect
our own neighborhood or our own coun-
try for others. Onec ought to love his
own family better than others. «If
any provide not for his own, especially
those of his own household, he hath de-
nied the faith, and is worse than an in-
fidel.” A man must first take care of
his family, and then, upon the same
principle, of those around him. Patri-
otism is a christian virtue. We ought
to love our country, and seek to promote
the interests of our countrymen in pref-
erence to those of other nations. Now
what I think right is, to attend to these
things first, and then if we have any
thing to spare we ought to aid in the
Foreign Mission cause. I want all the
world to have the gospel, and I hope the
day is coming when they will have it.
But I don’t think we ought to take the
means we have, to send the gospel to
other nations, while there is so much
destitution here at home. It looks to
me like “ robbing Peter to pay Paul.”
Would you have us give less to our Do-
mestic Missions and other home inter-
ests? You know they have not enough
now to meet their urgent demands.

C. No, brother A., I would not have
you, or any one else give less to Domes-
tic Missions, or any other good object.
On the contrary I believe that such con-
tributions ought to be largely increased.
‘What I expressed my regret at, wasnot
the increase of interest in our home
work, but the decrease of intcrest in cur
Joreign work. And what I object to in
your case, and that of your church, is
not. the relative proportion of your con-
tributions, but the ground wupon whick
you atlempted to justify it. For what I

can tell, your chiurch may be giving as
large a proportion of its funds to For-
eign Missions as it ought to give.—
Though of this I doubt. But if you
curtail your donations to Foreign Mis-
sions, upon the ground, simply, that
other ohjects are necarer' home, I would
warn you that your principle of action
is at-war with the obligation to give,
either at home or abroad, as will most
promote the cause of Christ!

A. Certainly, brother C., we desire to
give all that we contribute for the pro-
mation of Christ’s cause. And it is
precisely for that reason that I, for one,
prefer to ‘give ‘to objects nearer home.
We can do so much more good here for
the same amount of money. You must
acknowledge that Foreign Missions cost
a great deal more in proportion to the
number of missionaries, and that fewer
souls are converted among the heathen
than by the same amount of labour in
our own land. Yes, we can do more
good with the same money in the home
field. And besides, if we neglect the
home field, where are the men and the
money for Foreign Missions to come
from? ‘Answer me that.

C. I think, my good Dbrother, you
must see that you have abandoned your
first defence. Well, T am glad of it.
It is really cheering when a christian,
abandoning all merely local and per-
sonal views, consents to look atthe ob-
ligations of duty in the broad light of
universal evangelization. Ithink I can’
show you, in this light, the duty of en-
larged and liberal efforts for the salva-
tion of the heathen. But, we have talk-
ed long enough now. I mustdefer this
until we meet again. But, before we
part, if you have no objection, we will
unite in prayer for the .coming of-
Christ’s kingdom,

A. O.yes, dear brother, I thank you
for the suggestion.— ’

% Long as they live should christians pray;
For only while they pray they live.”’

So they both led in prayer. A. pray-
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ed, and most earnestly too, for the poor
ignorant heathen ; and C. for his fami-
ly, friends, and church. As they rose
from their knees A. extending his hand,
said, *“ brother C. I think I shall do
more to send the gospel to the destitute
idolaters than I have done,” to which
C. responded, * yes, dear brother, let
us both be more liberal and active, both
for home and foreign evangelization.
O let us live and labor for Christ.”’—
And thus they parted. M.

© NP PP PP

FACILITIES FOR PROPAGATING
CHRISTIANITY IN CHINA.

In my travels through the country, I
have often been struck with the natural
facilities for propagating christianity
throughout this vast plain of Kiang-
non.

1st. Large cities, with population va-
rying from one hundred thousand to
one million souls, are numerous. These
cities, situated from ten to thirty miles
apart, are all accessible, from any quar-
ter, by water. The number of boats that
ply between these cities, is almost in-
credible. I suppose, at a moderate es-
timate, that not less than jfive hundred
boats leave Shanghai every day, and
that there are about the same number
of arrivals. A missionary can take
passage on almost any of these boats if
he is willing to be jammed; or he can
by expending a little more, hire a boat,
and be as comfortable as he likes,

2nd. In the intermediate spaces be-
tween these large cities, large towns,
with population varying from twenty-
five to one hundred thousand souls are
numerous, and are all accessible by
water,

3rd. In the intermediate spaces be-
tween these towns and cities, large vil-
lages, with population varying from one
to twenty-five thousand souls, are nu-
merous, and all accessible by water.

4th. Next to Villages, come the resi-
dences of the common peasantry.—

. These do not dot the country, in single

families, as in western lands. They
are invariablycollected together in ham-
lets of from five, ten to fifty families,
for self defence against bands of rob-
bers. And then their hamlets increase
in population very rapidly, from tho
Chinese manner of living. The sons
and their male descendants, never leave
the paternal roof. The old mansion is
enlarged whenever the increase of the
family renders it necessary. These
hamlets are all situated on canals;
many of which are navigable for pas-
senger boats, All of them admit, or
communicate with tide-water. These
hamlets are from a halfquarter to a
quarter, or a half a mile apurt. Where
under the heavens, is there another
country presentiug such fucilities for
getting at the mass of the people? All
the cites, towns and villages, and a
large proportion of the hamlets are ac-
cessible by water; so that a missionary
can load up his boat with books and
visit almost every man at his own house.
In this way, forty millions souls, yes,
and more too, may be reached from
Shanghai as astarting point. Thiswill
undoubtedly be the manner of life of
many missionaries, when that clause of
the old treaty, which compels foreign:
ers to reside at the five ports, is abroga-
ted, which will undoubtedly be done
before the present difficulty with China
is arranged. When that desirable end
is nccomplished, O what a glorious field
will be opened up to us! Who can
comprehend it? Pho is prepared for
it?

5th. Last, though not least, the press,
that agent of power in the west, is no
less powerful in the east; though not
as advantageously applied. Thus we
can in a very shorttime multiply copies
of our religious tracts and scriptures to
any extent desirable. From what has
been said above, the facilities for distri-
buting them are apparent ; but in addi-
tion to this, the boatmen on the hun-
dreds of Loats that arrive daily from
distant quarters, and other strangers,
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must see-the lions of the city ; and one
of the largest is our charch tower.—
Here they attend service and receive a
religious tract or a portion of.scripture,
which they take to their homes. Thus
every ebk-flow of the tide, takes a por-
tion of religious truth to regions un-
known tous. This, too, has been going
on for years. In this way, we are de-
positing theleaven of truth in the very
center of this great mass of error. May
the Lord bless his truth till the whole
lump be leavened ! M T. Y.

CIIRISTIAN IMPATIENCE IN MIS-
SIONARY WORK.

I see from an editorial of yours, in
the December number of the Ilome and
Foreign Journal, that some of our good
brethren are becoming impatient at the
little visille success of missions in Chi-
na. They do not question the com-
mand to “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to every creature;”
yet, if God, for wise purposes, seems to
delay the blessing, they cannot

# Learn to labor and to wait.,”

Such is the * go ahead’” atmosphere
in which they live, they have caught
the fever, and think wherever the car
of salvation does not run with rail-road
speed, the route ought to be broken up
and a track laid down. somewhere eise.
This is very natural; alas! too natu-
ral! for christians to let their views of
worldly matters govern them in their
religious acts ; but it oughtnot to be so.
In the Bible we read of men, who be-
lieved and acted upon the promises of
God, though the fulfilment of these
promises was delayed Aundreds, and in
some cases, ‘thousands of years: who
“against hope believed in hope,” and
who, *all died in faith, not having re-
ccived the promises, but having seen
them, afar off, and were persuaded of
them and embrz ccd ‘them.” DBut it
seems some of 'our brethren cannot
thus act now upon a promise of God to

give to his Son the heathen for an in--
heritance and the uttermost parts of the
earth for ‘a possession. And though;
Christ has said “ Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature,
* ¥ * and lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world,”’ they * stag-
ger” *‘at the promise of God.through
unbelief,”” unless he will give them some
visible proof that he is with them. Call
you this faith? No! it:is not! Breth-
ren, you really do not believe the prom-
ises of God. You will pardon me,
though ‘I speak this to your shame.”
Weré the promises to the patriarchs any
clearer than those made to us? Had
they any stronger reason to believe God,
and work by faith than: we have? In
fine, had they any better evidence, that
the Messinh would ultimately come and
establish his kingdom among men, than
we have—that this kingdom is to extend
over the whole earth, (of which China
is no small portion)? If they had not,
then let their patience and faith rebuke
those of us, who are ready to give up in
despair, if we ‘receive not the prom-
ise,” after a few years of labor. My
teacher tells me, he sawa man at the
last examination, who is eighty-four
years old, and has not yet despaired of
graduating. If the Chinaman will con-
tinue to contend at the annual exami-
nations, till he is seventy and eighty
years old, with the bare possibility of
ultimate success; should we not mani-
fest the same patience and persever-
ance, in a much more noble and certain
contest ? ‘
What brother Cabaniss states in the
following lines, should deeply impress
all with the faect, that taking into consid-
eration the little time and pecuniary

means expended on behalf of China,’ the
resulis have beén most cheering.

Though it ‘may be thought we have
been laboring long in China ; yet, these
years arc but a moment-with the Al-
mighty, who in his providence; has seen
fit to take time in spreading his truth
over the earth. The fact' that Christi-
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anity has been upwards of eighteen
hundred years in reaching its present
point in the west, should be an instrue-
tive lesson to the impatient. But yon
think the obstacles in the way of the
conversion of the Chinese are so great,
it is useless to spend any more time and
money in proclaiming the tidings of
salvation to them; that their mindsare
30 blinded, their consciences so seared,
and their feelings so sensual and degra-
ded, they are beyond the reach of gos-
pel influences. That. there are many
and great difficulties in the way, I read-
ily admit, and most sensibly feel ; but
that on this account, we shonld give
them up as hopeless, and beyond the
reach of gospel influences, I deny.—
Christ himself has said, that it is ex-
ceedingly difficult for a. rich man to en-
ter into the kingdom of heaven. Yet,
you do not give up the rich as hopeless,
and relax your efforts for their conver-
sion; because you know, he also adds:
“With men this is impossible, but with
God, all things are possible,” So we
believe, and s0 we say with regard to
the conversion of the Chinese: ¢ With
men, this is impossible ; but with God
all things are possible,” and we have
just as much right to believe he will
convert a. Chinaman, as we have to be-
lieve he will convert a rich man, If
any one should say, * but he has given
us evidence that he will convert rich
men, from some specimens of piety
among them ;”’ we would reply, he has
given us the same evidence that he will
convert the Chinese; as we know some,
in whose piety we have perfect confi-
dence. That the Chinese should be
doubting and hesitating about trusting
the promises of God, neither surprises
nor discourages us; but really breth-
ren, we did expect better things of you.
By the rule, ** according to your faith,
be it unto you,” your missions have
been more successful than you bad any
right to expect. I have just been tell-
ing my teacher, who is a heathen, that
some of ourbrethren at home, were be-

ginning to despair of success in the
China mission, to which he replied in
expressive Chinese—* they not have
long faith.” When I told him it was
because the Chinese were so blinded,
hard hearted and sensual, that they had
not “long faith” concerning them, he
promptly said: * you had better remind
them of what Christ said to the Phari-
sees in Matthew 9th: 12, 13.” Ile
thinks if this does not confirm your
faith, you will have to be given up as
hopeless cases.

Brother Cabaniss and the other belov-
ed laborers in Shanghaimust not give us
up. The churches will see more clearly
their responsibility, and will yet send
out more abundantly the means of giving

to the millions of China, the bread of
life.

But, brethren, I do not wish to give
you up,any more than I do the Chinese.
I think in addition to your short faith,
you also labor under a mistake, as to
what has been really accomplished in
China. Because we have not been able
to report a large number of converts, is
no evidence that our missions here have
done but little good. That God does
not give his people just that kind of
success which they desired and expect-
ed, is no proof that he does not hless
their Jabors. Ile may see fit to make
them indirectly accomplish, what they
directly aimed at, and thus take away
all room for man to glory. Is it asmall
matter to gain access to five Ports, and
many parts of the interior of thiscoun-
try ? Is it doing but little, to translate
the word of God into the language of
one-third of the human family, and
they a reading people? Is it doing but
little to scatter this word a thousand
miles along the coast and far into the
country? Call you it:a small matter,
that a large and powerful party in the
interior, who are masters of a Province,
containing more inhabitants, than pro-
bably any two, yea three of our States
combined, have cast away their idols
and are printing and circulating the
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Bible, in place of their former classies ?
So much for the past. To my mind the
future too, is radiant with hope; as
God in his providence is about to hum-
ble the pride of this nation, and open a
high way for the spread of- divine
truth., A. B. C.

r 0L P

DIFFERENCE OF HEATIIEN
CIHHARACTER.

The differences in character, talent,
and disposition of heathen, and barba-
rians, are distinct and observable, as
among the varicus classes .of civilized
and enlightened countries. Oneof two
things must be true: either the Yoru-
ban is no specimen of the true barkarian,
as found among the Hottentots, und the
original Sandwich Islanders, or the so-
called barbarian has been bascly slan-
dered. 'We have here a wonderful peo-
ple,—a people fo be learned, whose dor-
mant, yet not inconsiderable faculties,
are to be unfolded and developed, and
whose hearts, so susceptible of religious
impression, are to throw off their wil-
derness nature, and rejoice and blos-
som as the rose.

It has been my pleasure, for the last
few days, to visit three of the Ruling
Elders of: the town, for the purpose of
inviting their attention to religious
truth. These visits afforded me an op-
portunity of scrutinizing the Gifferences
of character, alluded to above. 1 wish
to live in no ecnlightened kingdom, be
conspicucus in no royal court, sport
and revel with no princely families, to
become acquainted with their customs,
to comprehend their motives and
views, and to pity the victims of the
wily one who ever kceps over them the
charming net of treachery. Itisenough
for me to see and note the workings of
Yoruban society. The first Elder vis-
ited, is 2 man in the prime of life, with
European features,regular countenance,
quick, witty eye, and, withal, somewhat
reserved and suspicious. He thinks he
comprehends a man and his motives

forthwith. After exchanging the:com-
mon salutations, he was anxious to
know 1what should be his present-to
me. Iobjected, that a present was not
my object,—that I came-for a- different
purpose, and would be excused:. Ie
replied, in a good-humoured, telling
way, that I only refused; to keep from
making a present myself. Not intend-
ing to be out-witted, I then told him, if
that. was his notion, I'would aceept n
present; and forthwith: czcme ‘a- fowl.
So ended our formnal introduction. I
understvod. my man, his ‘versatility;
his disposition to. resist the trath; and
the character of the courtiers around
him. Ife has his suite as weli as.other
nobles. I preached very plainly to
them the only way of salvation through
Christ, and the ineficiency of their
modes of worship. He listened with
some restlessness, giving oveasional re-
plies, and using his wit, as if to blunt
the force of truth. Ile made the cor-
dial acknowledgement that this -word
would spoil their work, and with such
a conviction that I felt satisfied he
was the man I had previously taken
him to be, one suspicious of our move-
ments, and afraid of the influence of
our religious policy. I cordially: re-
plied, fairly meeting. his objection, that
his apprehension was true, but that the
overthrow of their abominations-would
result in good, even the biessings of the
gospel. Asis the case with many of
them, so with him. The main argu:
ment in favour of their present state
was, they are a peaceable, agricultural
people, and only make demonstrations
of war when attacked. True, it was
replied, it is good to: be peaceable, and
to cultivate the farm, but God re-
quires more of us than this; We must
be changed, and turned from oar sins;
and throwing away false gods, trust
Christ our Saviour and. Redeemer only
for salvation. Such an explication acd
appeal generally stops every obhjection
of the heathen ; and kindly acknowledg-
ing this a defect, they give the
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reluctant promise, we will take the
word of Goud.

I warned him of his situation, of the
flatterers around him, and the great
difficulty with which those in his situ-
ation would enter the kingdom of hea-
ven. After a somewhat lengthened
interview, I bade him good evening,
and made my way to the market, where
I was soon favoured with a listening
crowd. This is our seed time. May
the harvest be an abundant one.

- The next Elder I found in a remote
room of his compound, that only ad-
mitted of light through a circular
aperture extending from the roof to
the ground. Ie had around him, as
is usual with men of distinction and
wealth, a circle of friends and courtiers,
who, together with the seclusion of the
spot, presented a favourable opportu-
nity for preaching the word. I found
this man quite different in disposition
and manners from the former. If not
so shrewd and self-conscious of superi-
ority, he was more open, unreserved,
kind and affable. His countenance in-
dicated Imight have from him a favour-
able hearing of the truth. This wasa
pleasant interview, enlisting the feel-
ings of all present, and sometimes
drawing. forth expressions of admira-
tion and pleasure at the truth. AsI
spoke to them of Jesus, his crucifixion,
and the great salvaiion wrought out
by his death, it seemed the Ioly
Spirit was with us, giving efficacy to
his word. Here, too, I found the same
self-righteousness prevailing, in the
idea, that they are a peacc-nbiding peo-
ple, and serve God. Very frequently we
meet with a crowd that seems to take
as much interest in a religious inter-
view as Christinn people. Such was
the number with whom it was my
pleasure to converse this evening.
Such scenes and interviews are our
cheering oases in this parched moral
desert, and the flickering light that
keeps alive our hopes in our nightly
walk. On my urging thoughtfulness

and consideration with regard to our
work, he promised to bring it to the at-
tention of the Baleh. My object is, to
draw the attention of the principal
men to a proper view of the truth we
wish to promote, and, if possible, to
get them to think on the subject. It
does seem, with their views of God,
and their moral obligations to him and
man, they could not resist the force of
divine truth.

My third visit was to an Elder quite
different from either of the others. I
found him lying in a lazy stafe, a crowd
around him, with a pig of “ country
beer’’ just at his feet, that seemed to be
tolerably well emptied of its contents.
This fellow is like a crouching syco-
phant,—most accommodating in your
presence, and a man just according to
circumstances. Yet he i3 kind, and
though evidently too well acquainted
with “country leer” for the evening,
paid as respectful attention as he well
could. T perceived my visit was at the
wrong time, as is always the case wher-
ever this poison of the devil is, or is
about to be infused into his willing sub-
jects. So soon, therefore, as my re-
marks were finished, I bade him good
evening.

These statements, varying as they
do, will give some idea of Yoruban
suciety; and though we may some-
times mecet with a little discourage-
ment, we must sow in the morning,
and the evening, and beside all waters,
—mnot knowing which shall prosper,
this or that.

W. H. C,

ES2
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THE POWER OF WISHES.

Aim not to seem, but strive to be T

* The thing you most admire :

*Tis half attained, when in your-heart
There burns sincere desire. s

Our wishes form us; and our thought
Though fleeting as the wind; :
Leave foot prints lasting long as lifé,’

In the immortal mind.

B. M. Jris
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O Pissions.

] SITANGIIAI—CIIINA.
Letter from Rev. M. T. Yules.
Snancuar, July 24, 1857.

Dear Bro. Tuylor,
Cor, Scc. F.

.M. B.S. B. C.:

You will have heard, before this
reaches you, that Mrs. Crawford and
myself and family are on the eve of
leaving our field of labour, to secek,
for a season, the bracing atmosphere of
a more healthful clime. More than a
year ago, when the Board invited me
to return to my native land for a year
or 80, I declined, because, while I was
conscious that my strength was not
equal to former years, I did not feel
that there was any necessity for such
a remedy in order to preserve life,
or even to prolong my usefulness
among the Chinese. In this opinion,
the experience of a year shows that 1
was not wholly mistaken. While I
have not Leen able to preach so fre-
queutly as formerly, I trust I have been
enabled to preach more acceptably to
Ilim for whom we labour,

Last winter I thought my health was
quite restored ; but with the return of
warm weather this year, came a fear-
ful prostration of my natural strength,
such, indeed, as I never before expe-
rienced. It seems incredible that so
strong a man could be so prostrated in
80 short a time, without a violent at-
tack of illness. The fact, however,
cannot be denied. While in this state
I tried the effect of a trip, for some
twelve days, in the interior. I return-
ed to Shanghal somewhat benefited ;
but after one week’s labour, I found
myself more prostrated than before I
went to the country.

Under these circumstances it seemed
evident to all, that it was my duty to
leave Shanghai for a year or two. Dr.
Burton advised it, the other miembers
of our mission, as well as those of

other missions, advised me to doit; and
as I am now convinced, that in order
to prolong my labours among the
Chinese, it is my duty to take a rest
of a year or two, I have resolved, much-
against my inclination, to sail for New
York by the first good opportunitys;
and the Ariel, Capt. Cutter, being the -
first ship for the States, and being a
good opportunity, our passage is en-
gaged on her, at $300 each, and $100
for our daughter. The ship:will prob-
ably not sail before the middle of ‘Au-
gust,—and probably not before'the end:
of that month, as the new teas are
rather late coming to market this sea-
son.

Need I assure you, my dear brother,
that it is a great trial for me to leave
this my chosen field? My earthly home
is here; my work is here; the lan~
guage of this people has become mine;
and what I have desired and ardently
prayed for during the last ten years,
(i. e., to see the work of the Lord pro--
pering in our hands,) is now witnessed
in ourmidst. We have, by the blessing
of God, been permitted, during the
past four months, to add ten new mem-
bers to our little church at Shanghai.
Including the mission families, we now
have a membership of thirty-two.
There are now four applicants for-bap-
tism, and other cases 3f inquirers in
our connection.

These things, with others that might
be mentioned, conspire torender it very
trying for us to leave Shanghai. But
since it is made our duty, we will try
to commit our ways unto the Lord, and
cheerfully obey the directions of his
providence.

I propose to give myself one year’s
rest in the States ; after which I hope
to spend fein more years of labour at
Shanghai, and such other fields as may
be opened to the Christian mxssxonarles
during that time.

QUERY. s
Shall T be cheered, reJuvenated and:
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the brethren whom I shall leave at
their posts be greatly encouraged in
their labours, by finding a large rein-
forecement to accompany me when I re-
turn to Shanghai? Yes, dear brother,
I make, through you, requisition upon
the churches for Zen men, for North
China. The Lord Jesus Christ makes
an unlimited demand upon his church
to supply every destitute quarter with
his gospel. The command is, * Go ye
into all the world,” &c. And in an-
other place, we are called upon to do
good unto all men, as we have oppor-
tunity. Now, there are many oppor-
tunities for doing good in China. At
present a vast field is open before us
from Shanghai. But I confidently ex-
pect, that before I return to China, the
fucilities for preaching the word of
life in this land will be unlimited this
side of the great wall. England and
France are concentrating their forces
on the borders of this Empire. The
time has arrived for the renewal of
the treaty of the Western Powers with
this Empire. We know that they are
determined, at all hazards, to abrogate
that clause of the vld treaty, which re-
stricts foreigners to thefive ports. The
restraint upon foreigners contained in
this clause of the old treaty is wholly
an official affuir. The people have no
obiections to our passing through the
country, or even to our residing at in-
terior positions. When this restriction
is removed, (and that it will be done
during the next year or two, there is
scarcely the shadow of a doubt,) who
will come and lhelp ,us to occupy the
ground 2

Brethren in the ministry, who will
come and help us? Iow do you know
tzat you have been called to devote
your talents to the Lord in a public
way 2—“Because of certain impressions
and convictions of duty to preach the
gospel to the heathen!” And are you
not as much bound to obey the one
call as the other? And have you not,
by suppressing these convictions, pierc-

ed yourself through with many sor-
rows? We ecan never be perfectly
happy in any situation in life except
while acting in obedience to the com-
mand of God, and our own convictions
of duty. I herewith most earnestly
invite all, who are prayerfully and se-
riously thinking of a personal conse-
cration of themselves to the work of
missions abroad, to write to me,—write
fully all your difficulties, &c. Address
me at Green Level P. O., Wake county,
N. C. I will take great pleasure in
answering your letters, on all points
connected with my work. The Lord
incline your hearts! The Lord bless
his church!
Truly,
Matruew T. Yares.

—nnset PO P t.\_‘.iag PP PP S rarmn.

Letter from Rev. A. B. Cabaniss.
Suaxcuar, July 29th, 1857,
Dear Bro. Tuylor:

With much pleasure we received
yours of April 22nd, 1857, giving an
acctunt of your eight weeks trip to the
South. Your heart has doubtless been
made glad by the recent accounts of the
revival in our midst. I am happy to
sny the Lord is still with us. Some
four or five are knocking at the door of
the church, and others are inquiring
the way of life. We are very particu-
lar in ouv examination of candidates,
as we wish to have as little bad material
as possible in the Lord’s house.

That a genuine work of grace is go-
ing on here, you may rest assured.
Notwithstanding all our care, we do
not expect to have a better church than
you all have in America; and as you
sometimes have to expel members from
your churches, s0o may we expect to
have some such cases here. One im-
provement, however, we desire, and
attempt to make on the American
churches; that is, we are determined
not to have a single “iron-side” or
* hard-shell” among us, if we can pos-
sibly lelp it. There are too many such |
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in professedly missionary churches at
Lome, for want of proper training at
first. I am proud to say, we have some
members now, who would be models
for many to imitate at home.

I have employed the brother T'seu-
Tsieu-Dau as u teacher for Mrs. Caba-
niss in the forenaon of each day. Im-
mediately after dinner I instruct him in
theology. We then go to the chapel,
where I have him assist me in talking
and preaching to the people. Ilis heart
seems wholly bent on preaching; but
we have never yet said anything to him

about his becoming a regular preacher.

We wish to try him well first, and
notice the indications of Providence. I
trust he will make a second Timothy.
Ile is unusunally sprightly, and seems to
have fervent piety.

e is a great help to me, now when
my health is so feeble. I have never
fully recovered since the severe attack
I had last New-Year’s day. I manage,
however, to get along by being very
particular in diet, and not exerting my-
self tvo much. If my present fecble-
ness continues, 1 fear I shall be com-
pelled to go home next year to recruit.
1, however, do not let this trouble me,
as I have learned it is best to commit
such things to the Lord and attend to
my present duty.

I am very mnuch straitened in
money matters, and cannot make
“buckle and rongue’ meet. This arises
from two causes, the fall of the dollar,
which is now only worth about a thou-
sand cash, and the high price of pro-
visions.

Truly yours in Christ,
A. B, Capaxiss.

&
Lectter from Rev. T. P. Crawford.
Swanenar, July 30th, 1857,
Dear Brother Taylor:
Your letter to the Mission, under date
of April 23d, reached us last mail

We all feel very thankful for the deep
interest you seem to manifest In our

welfare and missionary work. We
were very much rejoiced ‘to learn that
there was among the churches an in-
creasing interest in regard to the China
Mission, and that there is some pros-
pect of having reinforcements: shortly.
Two men should have been sent here
two years ago. The Board, or the
Churches, or both, have made a:serious
blunder in my opinion. Africa has
taken, for the last five years, all the
candidates for forecign service, and
Shanghai has heen virtually given up.

The crop which has been sown and
cultivated in prayers and tears, will
have none to reap it, and the few
sheaves which have already been
gathered in, will be left to moulder for
the want of attention. I prediét that
neither Brother Cabaniss or myself will
Le on the field two yecars hence. Bro.
Cabaniss has the disease of the climate,
which I fear will disable him in one
season more. I am threatened with
the DBronchitis as you know. More-
over, the return of my wife in ill health,
leaves me in constant uncertainty as to
the future.

These are sad reflections, and the-
worst of it is, that they are based on
sad realities. DBrethren, the time is far
spent, and it is high time to awake out
of sleecp. Remember that all new
comers. are deaf and dumb for the first
two years. What yon do must be
done soon, or much, very much, will be
lost, irrecoverably lost. China'is the
first missionary field in the world,
* Dear Brother Sands”” to the contrary,
notwithstanding. We have not re-
ceived a Minute of the Convention for
the last six oreight years! This para-
graph ends my murmurings.

Our little revival at Shanghai still
continues. Since I last wrote, one
month ago, we have had five more
professions of conversion : though
none of them have yet: been received
into the Church. I suppose they will
be ere long. Others give evidence of
interest and of penitence for sin, Our.
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little flock seems to be growing in grace,
knowledge and strength. Some of them
are ns warm-hearted, zealous, and lovely
Christians as are to be found in any
nation.

and he ceases at once to be a Chinn-
man, and becomes as good a Christian
as any body else.

Oar little Church now numbers 14
.members, with outstanding converts,
Their names are as follows :

" Males. Females.
) Wong, Yih,
Gee, "P'seu,
i Tseu, Chu,
= Polk, Wong,
Yih, Saw,
Zungr, :
Zee,
Law
Lee,

;. Outstanding convérts T '

Mules. Females.
; Lieu, " Yang,
= Shew, Lee.
Yih,

St rre——
Letter from Rev. C. W. Gaillard.
Macao, August 8th, 1857.
- Dear Brother Tuylor :

Yours of April 23rd reached us July
the 9th ; also the Commission, Nos. 4,
5, and 6. We were very glad, indeed,
to see them ; fur since No. 1, we have
heard but little of the Commission, and
did not know but it had fallen through.
I think it is what the Board have
needed, and what every Baptist ought
to have.

It is now two months since we have

- written you. It was my time to write
last month, bhut. being quite unwell at
the time, and for several weeks before
that, I did not write, intending to write
.by the bi-monthly mail. But one of
-the Mail Steamers was lost last month,

.and we had no bi-monthly. We have
all been unwell this summer, but are

-»in-tolerably good health now.

As a mission, we have no good newq
to report. But I am glad to know that
you have some good news from your
mission at Shanghai, as I learn from

i Bro. Burton.
Give a Chinaman the grace of God, |
not in his head alone, but in his Jeart |

You are no doubt anxious to hear
that quiet has been restored, and we
returned to our field of labor. But we
have less prospect of a speedy restora-
tion of peace now than we had six
months ago, at least so far as the human
eye can see. By the last news from In-
dia, about seventy thousand of the na-
tive troops had revolted, and many of
them were in arms.  So that the forces
from England for China have been or-
dered to stop in Indin, and our Canton
war has been at a stand still for some
months, until last week, when an
Americansteamer wentupto Whampoa,
with a view to re-opening trade there.
But as soon as the English knew it,
they issued a proclamation declaring
the Canton river blockaded against tho
flags of all countries. They have a
force here sufficient to effect that, but
not sufficient to blockade Canton City
against the natives, so as to stop sup-
plies. .

We have no idea when peace will be
restored. I believe that no person here
expects, and very few desire, to sce
peace restored until Canton City is ta-
ken and held; so that the people may
sce that there is' & power greater than
they, even on earth. The English have
managed things in such a way as to em-
bolden the Chinese, and also to increase
their confidence in their gods, which
they say have defended the City against
the English.

There has lately been a great revival
among one sect of religionists, the Tau-
ists. Several thousand have united
with them in the last few months; and
report at first said that it was a new re-
ligion. But it is one of the oldest sects
in China. I asked my teacher the rea-
son of so many jeining in so shorta
time, and he said that they are repent-
ing of their past conduct, and want to
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make amends. DBut he saysitisonlya
temporary and external repentance, and
of course, will do no good. I'am glad
to sce that he has so good an idea of
repentance. This great movement is
entirely confined to the wealthy class.
They go to their temple of worship
twice each month, the first and fificenth
days being observed by all classes, and
the wealthy, who can afford it, go to
the temple more frequently to worship.
Their worship consists in offerings of
pork, ducks, fowls, ete., and reeiting
prayers to their deity. This sect, though
not called Budhists, often unite with
the Budhists in worship,

Our congregations at the Chapel con-
tinue tolerably good, and many of them
scem to pay good attention; though
the truth does not seem to reach the
heart.

I have recently established a weekly
prayer meeting with  Yong-Seen-
Shang, and also the monthly concert of
prayer. lle seems to be much pleased
with it, and to enter into the spirit of
it. The more I see of him the more
confidence I have in his piety. I have
long wanted to establish these meetings
with him, not knowing how long I may
remain in this life; but a want of the
use of language has prevented me until
recently.

I hope in your. travéls among the
churches you will ask them to remem-
ber us in our weakness. Yong seldom
omits to pray for-the churches in Amer-
ica, and to thank God for sending mis-
sionaries to China—also for an increase
of laborers, and the general spread of
the Gospel. Pray for us.

Yours in Christ,
C. W. Ga1irLar.

— PSP PP

.. YORUBA MISSION—AFRICA.
Letier from Rev. J. Al. Hardin.
Lacos, July 29th, 1857.

ii’év. James B- Taylor :
"My Dear Broruner—Your excellent
favor of the 26th of May last, came

safe to hand, on;the 23rd of the present
month. I was indeed glad to learn of

- the prosperity of the churches in Balti-

more, and I heartily wish that'it-was in
my power to cenmimunicate such cheer-
ing news to you, in regard to'my own
field of labor; but, alas! it appears
like the God of this-world has blinded
the eyes of the mind of this poor, Le-
nighted people, lest 'the: light cf the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto them.
Their present state is:indecd a state of
gross darkness; yes, even darkness
which may be felt.

I have just returned from preaching
to the people in their houses. When I
was going, the first house I stopped at
was one belonging to a man, to whom I
had spoken God’s word before—and
having a stranger then at his house, he
requested me to go a little farther, and
return after a little while, and he would
then receive me. I took him at. his
word, and went a little farther. and
preached to another man, to whom [
had preached before. I took my fuld-
ing umbrella to illustrate to him how
he was in darknessiwith regard to God

and his own soul; telling‘ him that to

look at the out-side of ‘the umbrella, it
did not appear different from any other,
and that I would have:to open or rather .
fold the umbszella up, before he eould
understand it. I then fulded the um-
brella in his presence;, which act drewa
number of spectators together. I then
tried to show them how they-were in
nature’s darkness, and how: the Holy
Spirit must enter into. their hearts to
give them the light which they:needed;
that I had come to teach and instruct
them, and to show them the way {o
Heaven; that all their Idols weire of
not the least.service to them, and that
they were only deceiving themselves.
Some of them listened very attentively,
and were forced to' acknowledge: thiat
what I said-was strietly true, and prom-
ised to come to my chapel and hear
more about *“ this way.” May the good
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Lord grant that they may have spoken
the truth.

After this I returned to the house
where I at first stopped. The owner
of the house invited me to comsa in,
which I did. IIad you been with me, I
am sure you could scarcely have re-
frained from tears, to. sce the gross
darkness into which the poor man had
sunk; for above all the ugly, dirty,
filthy, and insignificant idols that ever
you saw, this poor man had the worst.
One in particular was worthy of atten-
tion; it was an image of the head of a
man, as black as cbony, set on a body
without either arms, hands, legs, or
feet, dressed up with cowries, palin oil,
parrot’s feathers, and a number of other
nonsensical things. Pointing to the
idol, I asked the man what it was. Ile
replied, Ellegbah, (which means the
devil.) I then asked him why he kept
that thing in his house. He replied
that God had given this Ellegbah, so
that when ever they were sick. or want-
ed anything, they could pray to this
image, and it would beg God toé bestow
upon them whatever they might ask. T
then asked him to tell his god to get up
and let me see him walk. IIe answered
that people were able to walk, but that
their idols never walked. I asked him
then to speak to his god, and let me
hear him answer; bLut the man an-
swered that his god could not speak. I
then asked him to make hLim lie down ;
but he said that he, (the god,) could not
do anything. I told him that it was
very strange that God should give them
an image to pray to which could not
walk, nor speak, nor do anything. I
then began to mock his god, saying—
‘“ Ellegbal, yi k’o di’de, ki ¢’wo, k’0 wa,
Jje, ki ngbah ’0 edro dic; (i. e. you El-
legba, or devil, get up, come let me talk
with you a little).”” But the idol gave
me no answer, of course. The man,
however, answered for the idol, and
said: “I told you at the first that my
Ellegbah never talked.” I then began
at his own words and preached unto ]

him Jesus, and Lefore I was dene I
think that he became ashamed of his
idols, though he did not promise to
throw them away. It is astrange fact,
that these poor heathens seldom, if
ever, think about a future state; their
whole mind is taken up with the affairs
of this present world.

I am daily more and more convinced
of the necessity of taking their children,
and training them up in the way they
should go. It is true, that some of our
brethren think that it is not a minister’s
business to teach school, but I differ
with them. I think it a minister’s
business to do anything and everything
in his power for the salvation of the
souls of men—especially the heathen.

I have been very unwell during this
present month, and therefore have not
been able to do a great deal at preach-
ing. T was also hindered thereby from
going on up to Ijaye, to see the breth-
ren. I preached several times at Ab-
beckuta—one of which times I preach-
ed in the cave from which the town de-
rives its name. The people who were
living in the cave seemed to be both as-
tonished and pleased at what I told
them.

You inquire in your last whether I
speak to the peopie in their own lan-
guage, or whether I still employ an in-
terpreter? To which I reply, that al-
though I can speak whatI know of the
language as well as any one else per-
haps, yet I do not know enough of it
to do without an interpreter. I can
make the people understand me, but I
cannot understand them so well.

To dread danger from the progress
of any truth, physical, moral or reli-
gious, is to manifest a want of faith in
God’s power, or in his will to maintain
his own cause.

Truths dangerous, indeed! Yes,—
and so are meat and drink; but who
will therefore resolve to perish with
hunger? Abp. Thately.
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We extract the following interesting
communication from one of our mis-
sionaries, from the Scuthern Baptist:

CENTRAL AFRICA.
Ocgnovisuaw, Aug., 1857,
Rev. J. P. TusTIN:

Deur Brother.—In my last letter, I
gave you some account of the origin,
riso and full of the Yoruba kingdom.
The great Felatah invasion, about forty
years since, came 80 near overthrowing
the whole kingdom, that it has not, to
this day, recovered from the severe
shock then received. The evil did not
only communicate itself to this nation,
but the Yorubas, pressed for want of
room, bore down upon the devoted Eg-
bas, still nearer the sea, and dxspmo
sessing them of their towns, laid waste
nearly the whole country. Within the
Yoruba territory, where, it is said, once
flourished more than a thousand towns
and villages, are to be found only four
or five of the original number; and
within the Egba territory, where were
numbered more than a hundred towns,
there is not one of any size now stand
ing to testify of the destructive war-
fire that raged over the lands,

This terrible desolation accounts for
the large and densely populated towns
and cities, scattered throughout the
country. Terror stricken, they have
thrown up their walls, and gathered
themeselves together, for mutual assis-
tance, lest the next report should bring
to their ears, the approach of a Lesieg-
ing army. It need not then be won-
dered at, that there are very many of
the people, who have a great horror of
war. The Yorubas dre nota warlike
peuple ; nor was the war of desolation
the offspring of their own desires.
They are essentially an agricultural
people, as the whole country indientes,
travel where you may. It is not, there-
fore, a fur-fetched idea, to suppose tliat
nearly all, the kingdom has been in
a stute of cultivation; for one thou-
sand towns and villiges, scattered over

© 10

its territorial area, would place them
nearly in justa-position to‘one another.
The storm has passed over, leaving a
desolate country, yet one overruled by
Providence, and preparing, we believe,
for the day of the Lord’s power. We
have to contemplate it as we find it.
It does not appear to me, howerver, that
the result of this war has been'a (Imn-
nution of the population.

On this point, I am aware there is
considerable difference of opinion. But
it must be remembered, that the towns:
were originally small, unwalled, and
the inhabitants living in a state of se-
curity. Now they are crowded to-
gether in large cities, containing thou-
sands of persons, who are quite averse
to spreading out again into small villa-
wes, There can be no doubt, howerver,
but one effect has been that of humb-
ling the proud heart, and in some way
preparing an opening for the blessed
gospel. In the town of Igboho, on the
border of this kingdom, now in ruins,
surrounded by three walls, we have a
striking instance of this ‘fact. There
was depicted in the countenances of the
chief and his associates, striking hu-
miliation, and a marked disposition to
hear something better than that in
which they have hitherto trusted.
Standing within this city, not less than
fiftcen miles in circumference, but now
containing only a few scattered towns,
I could but feel for the poor, deluded
peopk:, who, failing to find deliverance
in the gods of their f‘xthers professed to
have bef"ved the God of the white man
to put it mto “his beart, to pray for
them.

While I now write, I feel an inclina-
tion to go back to this willing people.
The ruin of their town is an argument,
that they cannot resist. The spirit
yet lives in the hearts of many other
towns, though their prosperity incliues.
them more and more to an arm of
flesh. Poor, benighted creatures, whith-
er could they look in their great dis-
tress? Their orishas had failed them;
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and noy, enveloped in a void, whence
nothing could be seen, how natural that
they should listen to the sure deliver-
ance! See how adapted is the glorious
gospel to man’s last state. May we not
patiently wait, with the firm belief, that
they will one day answer with a re-
sponsive echo to our appeal? Each
man sits under his own vine and fig-
tree in peace, pursuing his commenda-
bLle avocation, undisturbed by foes
without, we may vigorously press for-
ward to the attack of the stronger foe
within, whose silence is the embrace of
death, and whose reign is the sure des-
olation of the soul.

The reaction since the war, has been
a wonderful one. The ,cople, for the
most part, dissatisfied with war, have
turned their attention to useful em-
ployments, and are in the enjoyment of
a state of peace and prosperity truly
gratifying. Kidnapping and a few
petty wars have been carried on with
the bsrder kingdoms, but these have for
the most part ceased, thus opening the
way for the extension of commerce,
and a better state of feeling among
themselves. There is no telling the
amount of human misery and woe,
caused by these barbarous wars.

All .this Central Africa has flow-
ed with blood. And just now, as
they seem to be worn out and tired of
their feuds, and begin to think that
peace gives more joy than fighting, we
come in with the gospel of Christ, a
balm for their wounds, and ask them
to accept it. ““There is a tide in the
affairs of men, which taken at the flood,
leads on to fortune.” So it is with na-
tions. If we would hear the call of
Providence, now is the time when we
should put forth our strength, and im-
plant within the breasts of these peo-
ple the truth of God’s holy word.

When the whole country begins to
smile under the hand of ecultivation,
when every vocation is rewarding the
labourer, and lawful commerce is
threading its way into every town and

.

city,—then we should mount the flood,
and plying the life-boat of our captain,
lead into the haven of eternal rest.
Let us behold the country as it now is,
that we may understand properly this
reaction, and we will he able to look
into its future. Lying between the
Atlantic on the west, with a heavy im-
porting sea-port, and the Niger on the
north and east, it embraces n territory
not only excellent for agricultural pur-
puses, but so situated with regard to
other countries engaged in commerce,
as to give it considerable superiority.
The trade now carried on from Lagos
to the Barbary States through Yoruba,
is truly astonishing. No man unac-
quainted with the country can conceive
it; and the more this commercial spirit
increases, the more difficult will it be
to involve the country in war. Even
now any little derangement in trade is
soon felt by the people, who, if possi-
ble, are more fond of foreign goods
than their own manufactures.

When these large interior kingdoms
—countries that have been traversed
for centuries, in known routes, by car-
avans, exchanging their commodities,
and living by their industry within
themselves—shall become fully known
to the civilized world, the wonder will
then be, why the interior was not
sooner opened. And may we not ask
why? The answer is, because the pco-
ple of Central Africa have been preju-
diced from the character of the people
on the coast. Just a few days ago, the
Chief, on a visit, carried in the arms of
one of his attendants, a cloak of East-
ern style, caid to have cost twelve bags
of cowries, or seventy-five dollars. The
material found its way across the de-
sert. There can be no doubt, that
there is a future for this country, if the
veil now slightly removed, shall be
wholly taken away from their eyes.

I take much delight in viewing the
brightening prospects of the Central
Africans, but at the same time cannot
but Jament that we are so slow to re-
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cognize our obligations and duties to
their immortal interest. It is of the
utmost importance, just at this junc-
ture, when marked attention, both from
England and America, is turning to
thesc remote regions, that we should
be their furerunuers in the introduction
of the gospel of Christ. If we wait
but a few years, with our eyes fixed
upon the ground, we shall then lift
them up, but to see the ensizns of the
other nations, advancing fur before us,
with the Dblessings of civilization and
commerce, and at the same time with
one of the severest rebukes that can be
to a lukewarm and indifferent church.
Oh for the spirit that can faithfully
proclaim—

“Awake, all conquering ann awake,
And Satan’s mighty empire shake,
Assert the honours of thy thrane,

And make the ruined world thine own.”

Yours in Christ,
W. II. Crark.

The Commission,

RICHMOND, NOVEMBER, 1857.

THE REVIVAL AT SIIANGHAL

The revival at Shanghai still contin-
ues.  Our brethren are greatly encour-
aged in their work. A spiritof enquiry
still prevails, some have been baptized
in addition to those mentioned in our
Iast, and several as one of the mission-
aries terms it, are knocking at the door
of the church.
all rejoice.
mission has come. 'Those who have
long been sowing in tcars, are now re-
turning with joy, bringing their sheaves
with them. ILet us with them strike
the notes of joyous thanksgiving, The
glory belongs to God. T.

&2
OUR FIRST ARTICLE.
This article is worthy of a careful

Well may the hearts of |
The set time to favor this |

reading, and of serious consideration,
not only because it is well written, but
because it is at the present season spe-
ciully opportune. The condition of the
times warns every man to the exercise
of o rigid economy. Retrenchment is
in all cases wise, in many absolutely
necessary. But where shall it begin ?
Not in contributions to foreign missions.
These have never been unduly furnish-
ed. An adequate supply of funds to
meet the demands of a wise appropria-
tion has not yet beeu given. The cases
are exceedingly rare, where even what
might Le considered a liberal contribu-
tion has been made by individual chris-
tians. Here, then we must not retrench,
especially when a withdrawal of funds
from this object, must either subject our
beloved brethren who labor in heathen
lands to positive suffering, or couipel
them to return home. T.

N
AN

THE CONVERSATION.

Though it is not always easy to con-
vey with strict fidelity the views and
arguments of errorists, in a dialogue
form, we consider the objections fre-
quently urged against foreign missions,
fairly met, and well answered by M., in
the conversation cantained in our pres-
ent number. T.

S

‘We commend to the notice of our
readers, the artice on * Facilities for
Propagating Christianity in China,” as
well as another from the pen of one of
our missionaries entitled, < Christian
Impatience in Missionary Work''—also,
the short article on * Difference of Hea-
then character.”” Al these will well re-
pay a perusal. They eame from those
who can speak and write, experimen-
tally. What they testify is the result
of careful and deliberate observation.

T.

zZ>s

NORTII CAROLIN A CONVENTION.

Pressing official duties prevented an
attendance at the annual convention of
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this body, until a large portion of the
business had Leen transacted. We ar-
rived on Saturday morning, and recei-
ved, as always, a cordial welcome by
the brethren. The question of the en-
dowment of Wake Forest College, now
came up as the order of the day. Af-
ter most stirring appeals by several
speakers, it was manifest, that a deter-
mined spirit prevailed among the dele-
gates, and that they were not to sepa-
rate until the entire balance of about
£5,000 had been secured. The delega-
tion was comparatively small, and yet
the original subscribers were resolved
to take pro rata, the remainder of the
stock. At the night meeting, the whole
subseription of 350,000 was completed
to the joy of all, and the remainder of
the evening was spent in prayer and
praise. It was an ocecasion of thanks-
giving to many. Thus within the brief
period of twelve months, the scheme
has reached its issue.

On Sunday morning the question of
Foreizn Missions was brought up, after
a well timed and able discourse from
Rer. J. L. Prichard had been delivered,
The congregation were held by the
speaker for nearly two hours, in con-
sidering the passage, * Lay not up for
yourselves treasures on earth,” &e.
None seemed to be wearied. Several
brief addresses were then made, and in
subseriptionsand ecash, about five hun-
dred dollars were received for Foreign
missions.

The subject of colportage and Bible
distribution came up on Saturday after-
noon, before the Bible and Publieation
Society. It was determined to merge
this society into the Convention, and
henceforth, the whole sulject of Bible
and book distribution will be under the
superintendance of its Board.

On Monday morning, we were called
upon, by special request, to preach the
valedictory sermon. Text2 Corinthiuns,
13.11. “Finally brethren, farewell,”
&e., after which the Convention adjourn-
ed, and an address of much feeling was

.

: with hesitation and distrast?

delivered by brother MeDaniel, the
President of the body. The parting
hymn was sung, and parting hand

given. We shall not soon forget this
season. Its influence, we have reason

to believe, will bLe permanently felt by
the churches. T.
TIIE MASTER SAID IT. ]
This was the Janguage familiarly
employed by the numerous disciples of
Pythagoras, an ancient philosopher, as
expressive of their uncomplaining and
ready obedience of his precepts. It was
enough for them to know that the Mas-
ter had spoken. To follow his direction
was their supreme delight. But a
greater than Pythagoras has uttered his
will., Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
and the Saviour of men, has required
his followers to ¢ teach all nations,” to
‘i preach the gospel to every creature.”
And has said: *“Lo, I am with you
always, even unte the end of the
world.” This is not a mere abstraction,
but a benevolent, practical, authorita-
tive command, connected with a cheer-
ing promise. Shall not every disciple
rejoice to carry out his will?2 Who can
doubt his promise? Let this then be
our watchword—* The Master said it.”
Let us engage in the glorivus mission,
expecting a large reward.

MISSIONS.

Why carry on the work so sluggish-
ly? If worth carrying on at all, does it
not deserve more efliciency and zeal?
We should regard the man as scarcely
worthy of praise, who lingers and hes-
itates, who begins to recount the diffi-
culties and stagger at the obstacles be-
setting him in the effort to save nnuther
from .some sudden peril—and this,
though he should ultimately succeed in
rescuing his friend. Is the Christinn
more worthy when he sees a land, even
a world, lying in adolatrous ignorance,
and goes about the task of removing it
The man
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who would work for the salvation of
the heathen, must do so earnestly and
continuously—iwith his whole heart and
soul—with might and main. We must
choose one of two courses. We must
work in this wise or abandon the task
as hopeless. There is no room for the
half-hearted, or double-minded here.
The Christian who would cherish the
spirit of missions must be a worker
and not a drone.

ettt PSP PP PP e

TIIE GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF
MIDDLE TENNESSEE AND N.
ALABAMA. .

We left Richmond on the 20th of Oc-
tober, for the purpose of attending the

meeting of this body which convened
‘on Saturday following, with the 1st
Baptist church in the city of Nashville.
We had never enjoyed the privilege of
meeting with our brethren of Tennes-
see in any of their conventions or asso-
ciations. We had, however formed ac-
quaintance with a number of them at
meetings in other States, and in passing
through Tennessce on different ccea-
sions, and anticipated great pleasure in
renewing our associations with such,
and in forming new acquaintances. —
Nor were we altogether disappointed.
But it pleased God to visit us with a
severe attack of sickness, commencing
on Saturday night, and continuing for
more than a week, which interfered
greatly with our attendance upon the
sessions of the Association, and the op-
portunity for intercourse with the breth-
ren.

‘We may be permitted to record here
our grateful sense of the kindness of
Mr. A.II. Hicks and his estimable lady,
and the other members of his family,
shocwn to us during our sojourn with
them. All that the most prompt and
delicate attention could do, to alleviate
our sufferings, and to administer to our
comfort, we received at their hands.
May God graciously recompense them!
Nor may we omit to mention the gratu-

itous and untiring attention of our bro-
ther Dr. Winston, or the affectionate in-
terest and solicitude our dear and long
tried friend, brother Howell. To others
also were we indebted for kind atten-
tions. 'We cannot farther particularise.
But we tender to them all our grateful
acknowledgments.

We were so little in the meeting of
the Association, that we are unprepared
to detail the proceedings. On Tuesday,
in connection with the reading of the
report on Foreign Missions, an oppor-
tunity was afforded to present a state-
ment of the condition and wants of the
missions of the Board of Foreign Mis-
sions of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion. We were too unwell to do more
than make a very brief statement, and
request brother Ilowell and others to
press the claims of the Board. To this
request brother Iowell responded, and
raised pledges to the amount of about
81,000, as the beginning of an effort to
secure 33,000 within the year for this
object. We trust that the agent will
make a vigorous and successful effort to
carry out the plan.

We were told that the Association
resolved to employ a Corresponding
Secretary, chiefly with the view of in-
creasing the efficiency of the body in
State missions. We hope they muy find
a suitable man, and that the effect may
be such as they anticipate. We shall
cherish the hope of again meeting with
our brethren of the General Associa-.
tion, under circumstances more favora-
ble to forming their acquaintance, and
enjoying their society.

UNION UNIVERSITY.

After sufficiently recovering from the
sickness referred to above, we left Nash-
ville on Friday morning for Murfrees-
boro, the seat of Union University.—
Our object was to see the religious stu-
dents and to call their attention to the
claims of the Foreign Mission field.—
To none of our Educational institutions
are we so much indebted for missiona-
ries as to this. Long may the same in®
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fluences, which have given to us Craw-
ford and Priest and others, continue
and increase. And Oh that the same
spirit prevailed at Richmond, Wake
Forrest and our other colleges. Ilow
can the dear brethren, teachers and pu-
pils, rest satisfied from year to year,
without sending out any representatives
among the poor benighted heathen ?

Union University is prospering.—
There are now there some hundred and
thirty-five students, some twenty of
whom have the ministry in view, and
from them we hope for several mission-
aries. '

The estimable President of the Uni-
versity, brother Eaton, arranged for us
to address the students who nre prepar-
ing for the ministry, at 2 o’clock, P. M.
on Friday. We had a solemn and we
trust not an unprofitable meeting. Bro.
Pendleton, Theological Professor, was
present, and after the address, express-
ed, in a few clear and forcible remarks,
his concurrence in all that had been
said, and urged upon his pupils the
claims of China and Africa as most in-
teresting and important fields of chris-
tian enterprise. Brother Easton ias
prevented, by other duties, from being
present until near the close of the ex-
ercises. But I doubt not his heart was
with us. May the God of missions
bless the interview, and may Ile guide
and bless the young brethren wherever
called to labor.

A NOBLE EXAMPLE.

We were told of a young brother, now
in the University, preparing for the
ministry, whose course is so worthy of
imitation, that we cannot forbear to
mention it. Heis the son of a wealthy
gentleman, and is himself possessed of
an independentestate. Buthe has con-
tracted to sweep out the college for
some forty to fifty dollars a year, culti-
vates, in connection with another stu-
dent, a large potatoe patch, and when
he has more time than is needed for
these purposes, works for one of the
professors at ten cents per hour. All

this is done without neglecting his stu-
dies, and the entire proceeds sre devo-
ted to religious and charitable uses. A
certain young man, who had never been
accustomed to work, but who promised
usefulness in the ministry, was unable
to continue his studies for want of some
fifty dollars per annum. This brother
said to him, “ Come back. I can work
and make the money and you shall have
it.” He makes it 2 point to sccure, if
possible, ten students for the Universi-
ty every year. Iesays he does not ex-
pect them ull to make men, but if one
of the ten makes a man, he shall not
have labored in vain to induce them to
come. With such an example before
them in a fellow student, and a theolo-
gical professor who feels it no disgrace,
while le is always preparcd to meet his
classes, that his hands are hard with
the labor of the hoe in cultivating his
garden, what may we not hope from the
energy, industry, and manly indepen-
dence of the young men trained at this
Institution ?

ENDOWMENT OF THE THEOLOGICAL CHAIR.

Rev. J. RR. Graves has undertaken to
raise twenty-five thousand dollars for
this purpose. IIewas at Murfreesboro,
having gone at the same time with our-
self, during our sojourn, just commen-
cing taking bonds, and from the sue-
cess attencing the efforts made, we
think there is good ground to expect
the completion of the endowment. The
baptists of Tennessee ought to do this
and much more for their University.
It is accomplishing a great work for
them, and should not, as is now the
case, be cramped for want of means.

SOCIAL ENJOYMENTS.

We spent Friday afternoon and night
with brother Eaten, in a very pleasant
interchange of thought and feeling
upon a variety of subjects relating to
the interests of the Redeemer’s King-
dom. On Saturday morning brother
Eaton left home to attend meeting at a
church some distance from Murfrees-
boro, and according to agrcement, we
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called on brother Pendleton, and spen
the time, until Monday morning, with
him,

It has been already stated that bro-
ther Graves was in the c¢ity. We found
him at brother Pendleton’s. Saturday
was a damp, unpleasant day, rendering
it imprudent to be much out of doors,
and Sunday it rained incessantly, so as
to confine us all to the house. We had
much, and it is hoped not unprofitable
talk of things in which we differed and
others in which we agreed. Our breth-
ren expressed themselves gratified that
God had, in his providence, permitted
the interview, and we did most cor-
dially reciprocate the feeling. But we
must bring this rambling editorial to a

close.
P.

e

SELECTIONS.

GO WORK TO DAY.

List thee, Christian! The voice of
the Master is not drowned by the din
of lusiness. The claims of religion
are notabated by your hurry, and stress
of occupation. The still small voice
that bids you be at work to-day for God
is peremptory. What though you are
pressed with care? religious duty is
care’s great cure. What though the
car of business drags heavily? itis by
prayer and heavenly hope that the
wheels are kept in motion.

Go to work to-day in the vineyard.
God has need of you now. When your
convenience serves he will have done
with you. He will not accept the ser-
vice of your leisure hours. Religion’s
great aim and triumph are realized in
the subjection of the ’Change to the
eloset, of the bank to the Bible, of the
street to the sanctuary. What is reli-
gion worth that can flourish only as
weeds do in a desolate and untilled
fieid? What is that principle worth

that cannot withstand the least pressure

of worldly solicitation ?
Go work fo-day. Now, when labor
will be a cross ; now, when your exam-

ple will be valuable; now, when the
world should know your principles;
now, when the mass are trying to serve
God and Mammon; go work for God,
and you can do something worthy of
your vows. What does the cause of
Christ more need than examples of
that religion which makes a place for
the prayer meeting and the lecture in:
every week’s calendar, and which shuts
the door of the closet upon the world,
until God is worshipped? The greatest
attainment of life is to use tliis world
without abusing it; to attend manfully
to every claim of bLusiness; to breast
with heroism every storm of commercial
embarrassment; to do one’s best in
whatever circumstances may develope;
and at the same time: to. live out the
Christian by a course of daily useful-
ness; to be at the same time a good
business man and a-warm-hearted dis-
ciple; to care for every interest of reli-
gion amidst all secular cares; to lay a
stone on Zion’s walls with every acces-
sion of worldly fortune:—this is true
Christianity. Nor will any principles,

of living ensure men from the snares of‘ ~

covetousness and the deep pit of com-
mercial dis-honesty, except those sim-
ple rules of living which the Gospel
prescribes for all times.

Go work to-day. Seek out some
humble labor of love. It may save
you from' falling. Invite some inter-
ruption of your excessive worldliness.
Call in some umpire who shall put
down the false and ruinous claims of
Mammon.

Have a religion which can live and
be honored abroad as well as at home ;
in busy seasons as in dull times; on
rainy Sundays as on fair ones; in the
afternoon as in the morning; when
prosperity fans, as when adversity baf-
fles your progress. Seek a cure of your
religious distempers by gomg to work
to-day for God !
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THE “ CONSECRATED COBBLER.”

When William Carey went to India,
many a wise man would have said to
him, *“You may just as well walk up
to the Himalaya mountains, and order
them to be removed and cast into the
sea” I would have said, ¢ That is per-
fectly true, this Ilinduism is as vast
and solid as those mountains ; but we
have faith—not much, yet we have faith
as a grain of mustard-sced ;”” and Wil-
liam Carey said, I will go up to the
mountain.” Lonely and weak, he
walked up toward that mountain, which
in the eye of man scemed verily one of
the summits of human things, far above
all power to touch or shake it ; and with
his own feeble voice he began saying,
«Be thou removed, be thou removed !”
And the world looked on and laughed.

A celebrated clergyman, looking
down from his high place in the Edin-
burgh Review, was much amused with
the spectacle of that poor man down in
Bengal, thinking in his simple heart
that he was going to disturb Ilinduism ;
and frowm his high place he cast down a
sealding word, which he meant to fall
just as of old boiling lead used to full
upon a poor man from the height of a
tower. Me called him a “ consecrated
cobbler.’ All the wise world laughed,
and said he was treated as he ought to
be treated. ITowever, Lie went on saying
to the mountain, * Be thou removed,
be thoun removed !”” and one joined him,
and anotherjoined him ; the voice grew
stronger; it was repeated in more lan-
guages than one: ‘““ Be thou removed,
and be thou cast into the depths of th:
sea!” and now there is a large com-
pany who are uttering that one word,
word, * Be thou removed!”

I ask the living representatives of the
very men who first smiled at this folly,
“Whatsay ye now?” “Well,” they an-
swer, ‘“ you have not got it into the sea
yet.”” Thatistrue; but do yousay that
the mountain, duaring the last forty
years, has not moved? No man can
say that it is in the same position as it

was when William Carey first went up
to it. It is moving fast; and I call
upon you to swell that voice of God’s
church, which seems to say, * Be thou
removed ; be thou removed, and be thou
cast into the depths of the seal”—.dr-
thur.
et O 8 ST PO PP rrreeemne

THE SAINT AND IIIS SAVIOUR.
DY C. H. SPURGEON.

We have asked a great thing when
we have begged to be wholly surren-
dered to be crucified. It is the high-
est stage of manhood to have no wish,
no thought, no desire, but Christ—to feel
that to die were bliss, if it were for
Clirist—that to live in penury, and
woe, and scorn, and contempt, and

misery, were sweet for Christ—to feel

that it matters nothing what becomes
of one’s self, so that our Master is but
exalted—to feel that though like a sear
leaf, we are blown in the bLlast, we are
going right, so long as we feel the
Master’s hand guiding us according to
his will; or, rather, to feel that though
like the diamond, we must be exercised
with sharp tools, yet we care not how
sharply we may be cut, so that we may
be made fit brilliants to adorn his
crown. If any of us have attained to
this sweet feeling of self-annihilation,
we shall lock up to Christ as if He
were the sun, and we shall say within
ourselves, O Lord, I see thy beams;
I feel myself to be --not a beam from
thee—but darkness, swallowed up in
thy light. The most I ask is, that
thou wouldst live in me-—that the life
Ilive in the flesh, may not be my life,
but thy life in me; that I may say
with emphasis, as Paul did, ¢ For me
to live is Christ.?

A man who has attained this high-

position has indeed “entered into rest.”
To him the praise or the censure of

mwen is alike contemptible, for he has’

learned to look upon the one as un-
worthy of his pursuit, and the other

oo PSP R
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as beneath his regard. Ileis no longer
vulnerable, since he has in himself no
scparate sensitiveness, but has united
his whole being with the cause and
person of the Redeemer. As long as
there is a particle of selfishness re-
maining in us, it will mar our sweet
enjoyment of Christ; and until we get
a complete riddance of it, our joy will
never be unmixed with grief. We
maust dig at the roots of our selfishness
to find the worm which eats our happi-
ness. The soul of the bheliever will
always pant for this serene condition of
passive surrender, and will not content
itself until it has thoroughly plunged
itself into the sea of divine love. Its
normal condition is that of complete
dedication, and it esteems every devia-
tion from such a state as a plague-
mark and a breaking forth of disease.
Here, in the lowest valley of self-re-
nunciation, the believer walks upon a
very pinnacie of exaltation; bowing
himself, he knows that he is rising im-
measurably high when he is sinking
into nothing, and falling flat upon his
face, he feels that he is thus mounting
to the highest elevation of mental gran-
deur,

It is the ambition of most men to
absorb others into thzir own life, that
they may shine the more brightly by
the stolen rays of other lights; buat it
is the Christian’s highest aspiration to
be absorbed into another, and lose
himself in the glories of his sovercign
and Saviour. . Proud men hope that
the names of others shall but be re-
membered as single words in their own
long titles of honour; bat loving chil-
dren of God long for nothing more
than to see their own names used as
letters in the bright records of the
doings of the Wonderful, the Coun-
celor,

Heaven is a state of entire acquies-
cence in the will of God, and perfect
sympzthy with his purposes; it is,
therefore, easy to discern that the de-
sires we have just been describing are

true earnests of the inheritance, and
sure signs of preparation for it.

Other Missions.

rern -

EPISCOPAL MISSION.

AFRICA,

This mission is established at Cape
Palmas, and has been successful —quite
a number of natives having been receiv-
ed into membership. A new station is
on the Cavalla river, nearly one hundred
miles in the interior. It is to be called
the Bohlen, after the late Mrs. Jane
Bollen, of Philadelphia, who, to estab-
lish such a station, left a legacy of
$25,000. Referring to this, the Spirit
of Missions says:

“In February last, Mrs. Jane Boh-
len, of Philadelphia, died. A few
hours before her death, she cxpressed
a wish that part of her estate—that
which was her own personally—should
go *to the cause of the Bible and the
gospel” The wish of this leloved
mother, whispered in their ear, as with
tender assiduity they watched wich her
in her last Lours, was sufficient to
guide the action of her children, Mr,
John Bolhlen and Miss Catherine M.
Bohlen, residents of Philadelphia.. It
necded no furmalities of a written doc-
ument, duly signed and sealed to make
them feel the weight of abligation that
the same should be fulfilled. After
this loved mother was taken from them,
they conferred together, and concluded
that no better method presented itself
for having this desire answered, than
by placing the larger part of the
money destined for this purpose in the
hands of the Foreign Committee, with
a view to appropriating it to the open-
ing of a new Station in the interior of
Africa. The whole amount which will
be available for this particular object,
will be a little over $25,000, all of
which has been given with a view to
carrying forward the enterprise now
under consideration. Twenty thousand*
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dollars of this sum have been already
paid to the Treasurer of the Foreign
Committee, and arrangements are made
for its secure investment.”

ASSAM MISSION.
BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION.

Our brethren of the Assam mission
are suffering most terrible apprehen-
sions arising from the mutiny which
has broken out in India. Mr. Danforth
SaYyS :

¢« July 10.—The rebellion continues
to rage. Some 47,000 native troops
are now in mutiny, and no confidence
is to be placed in the rest. The natives
are getting very insolent, and probably
will be so until it is certain that Delhi
has been retaken. It is now plain that
no European’s life would be safe in In-
dia for a single moment, but for the
presence of European troops. Yester-
day a Mussulman told one of my assis-
tants, on hearing him preach, that if
it were not for the Company he would
have hiz head off and in the great
river before night. IHundreds of de-
fenceless women and children have
fallen victims to the most cruel butch-
er,y"’

TELOOGOO MISSION.

The same peril is suffered by the Te-
loogoo mission. Mr. Jewett remarks:

¢ The country is thrown into a state
of excitement and fear by the horrors
of the Bengal tragedies. Delhi is still
in the hands of the mutineers; this
gives courage to the Mohammedans
throughout India. They are anxious
to kill every foreigner, and set up the
old Mogul dynasty. I still cherish the
hope I have expressed in previous let-
ters, that the sepoys in the Ma ras
and Bombay presidencics will prove
staunch, that consequently the Moham-
medans will fear to rise, and that all of
us will escape unharmed. Still, the
great Mohamm-o>dan festival of ten

days, from Aug. 21 to Aug. 31, is
dreaded by every one in these parts.

Besides the Douglasses, three other
wise and judicious friends in Mndras
have strongly advised me to take my
family there, as o duty which I ought
to perform. For, should a combined
attack be made, al! these inland, un-
protected places would be likely to
be destroyed; while Madras, fully
awake to the present danger, would be
likely to conquer, and perhaps save the
lives of most of its inhabitants. Long
time we resolved to stand our ground;
but at last yielded the point. Idid not
think the Executive Committee and
other friends at home would approve
of my running a risk of falling into
the hands of assassins, to save expense.
Capt. Beaver, who commands the three
hundred invalid sepoys here, says that
in case of a rise of the Mohammedans,
he can afford no protection to those on
this side of the town, (Mr. S. and my-
self.) This is not a fuvourable time to
do missivnary work, exvept in our
schools. These will Le carried fur-
ward by the native helpers and Mrs.
Gilmore, who having lately been to
Madras does not wish to go again. She
being a lope person can go over to the
other side of the town to sleep, during
the time of danger.

Were I aloae, I would not think of
leaving; my hope of general safety be-
ing pretty strong; but when one has
a wife and helpless children, he may
well fear when there is no cause of
fear; how much mure when bazaar re-
ports make every ear to tingle?—re-
ports which often prove false, but many
times prove true. My wife has thought
it best to go to Madras ever since we
received an unpleasant visit of two na-
tive gentlemen,—strangers from the
north, as inquisitive as spies, attended
by twenty men armed with spears and
swords. Sister Douglass says they
shall not feel that we are safe, till we
are inside their compound.
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Dr. Judson’s oppressors,—the man
of spotted face and others described by
Mrs. Judson,—were saints compared
with the men we have to fear. The
worst features of the Bengal tortures
are too shocking to appear in any print-
ed form, it is said; and consequently
may never come to your knowledge or
ours.”

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMIS-
SIONERS FOR FOREIGN MIS-
SIONS.

From the Baptist Magazine we ex-
tract the following:

ANNUAL MEETING AND REPORTS.

This body-held its forty-eighth an-
niversary at Providence, R. I., Sept.
8-11, 1857. From the annual report
of the Treasurer, it appears that the
debt of $36,189 70, with which the
Board entered upon the year, had been
wholly paid by subscriptions for this
special purpose, (amounting to $26,-
854 05,) and unexpended balances at
the Sandwich Islands, credited to the
Board. Coutributions for the * Morn-
ing Star”” had amounted to $28,525 37,
by which the vessel had been built,
equipped, and sent abroad upon her er-
rand of love, nnd an unexpended bal-
ance of $12,500 had been invested.
The ordinary receipts of the Board for
the year from donations and legacies,
(in addition to the above special con-
tributions,) exceeded those of the pre-
vious year by more than §20,000. The
ordinary current receipts during the
vear, were $352,742 99. The ordina-
ry current expenditures of the Board,
for the same period, were $£355,500 58,
leaving an unpaid balance against the
treasury, of 82,847 59. The total re-
ceipts for the year, from all sources,
ordinary and extra, were greater than
those of the previvus year by $110,-
139 37. The English “ Turkish Mis-
sions Aid Society’” has also contributed,
within the year, to aid the missions of

the Board in Western Asia, $8,516 00.-

The Committee on the Treasurer’s
report said, after examining that doe-
ument:

“The field is opening, extending,
whitening. More stations are offering ;
more voices are calling upon us to
come over and help them; more mo-
ney is needed for new operations; and
yet an advance of nearly ten per cent.
on last year's contributions by the
church is requisite, to prevent a retro-
grade movement.

““ Your committeenotice with pleasure
one new feature in the financial opera-
tions of this year, viz: the great and
extended interest which has been awak-
ened among the children and youth of
our land in the missionary enterprise.
This was manifested in the prompt
manner in which they responded to the
call for contributions to build the ¢ Mis-
sionary Packet;” and this new and
fresh interest has been wisely cher-
ished and appropriately directed, by
your agents, to the ¢ Mission School
Enterprise.” Your committee hope and
believe, that the interest which has thus
been excited may be deepened and ex-
tended : so that our children may early
learn to understand, and love, and pray
for, the American Board, and may
count it one of their choicest pleasures
to deny themselves the luxuries of
earth, that they may be enabled to pro-
cure for their perishing fellow .beings
the necessaries of life, and the riches
of immortality.”

The following is an abstract of the
operations of the Board. Missions,
29 ; stations, 127 ; outstations, 79. Or-
dained missionaries, (eight being phy-
sicians,) 169 ; physicians not ordained,
5; other male assistants, 11; female
assistants, 210; whole number of la-
bourers sent from this country, 395.
Native pastors, 18; native preachers,
103 ; native helpers, 445. Whole num-
ber of labourers connected with the
missions, 840. Whole number of print-
ing establishments, 6. Pages printed
last year, 42,074,315; pages printed
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from the beginning, 1,034,897,561.
Churches, (including all at the Sand-
wich Islands,) 144; church members,
(do. do.) 26,978; added during the
year, (do. do.) 1,804, Seminaries, 7;
other boarding-schools, (369 supported
by Iawaiian Government,) 673 ; pupils
in the seminaries, {80 do.) 273 ; in the
boarding-schools, (182 do.) 637 ; in the
free schools, (10,076 do.) 18,326 ; whole
number in seminaries and schools,
19,236.

FRENCII MISSION.

A Missionary writes:

¢« Aug. 3.—Four persons, two males
and two females, were baptized at D—
on Lord’s Day, July 12. The pastor of
the church there writes on the 17th,—
“We had a good day. Nearly seventy
were present at our meeting. Every
one appeared to be deeply impressed.
O, for many such oceasions!’

“Mr. F writes from , July
28th,—¢ Last Sabbath I baptized in a
small forest, near , five men and
one woman. The Lord was sensibly
present. Every thing was done ina
private way, so as not to attract the no-
tice of the authorities, who are con-
stantly on the watch to arrest us. Nerv-
ertheless a considerable number of Ro-
man Catholics were present. A hun-
dred and fifty persons could hardly as-
semble at one place, all dressed in their
Sunday apparel, without attracting at-
tention ; especially when the reapers
are every where in the fields—for with
us they take no pains to keep holy the
day of rest. And accordingly, the rea-
pers first suspected what we were about
to do, and came one hy one to be with
us, Many approved what they saw
and heard. May the ‘day-star arise
in the hearts’ of some of our new visi-
tors.

“On the second of August, three
were baptized at P , in the presence
of a considerable number of spectators.
The ceremony was deeply solemn. Ma-

ny were visibly affected. The day was
a real feast-day, both to the newly bap-
tized and to the church which received
them into its bosom. I have hope that
the seed sown will, with the divine ben-
ediction, bring them fruit.

¢ Besides the above, a young woman
was baptized at , by Mr, T y
June 2lst, and a woman at , the
same day, by Mr, .

Thus eleven have been added to our
churches within a few weeks.”

GERMAN MISSION.

Mr. Kemnitz, the Missionary at Tem-
plie, says:

¢ Another harvest-day for the church
at Templin. From 8 o’clock in the
morning till the same hour in the even-
ing, I was almost uninterruptedly en-
gaged in gathering in the fruits of the
month. Many brethren from far and
near had assembled w.th us, and joined
with us in glorifying God for the con-
version of twenty-seven persons who
were admitted for baptism. ‘Thisisa
wonder in our sight. It seems as if
none here are to remain untouched by
the truth. Our services are so well at-
tended, that the largest meeting room
we can secure, is too small to hold all
who come. We hope the Lord will scon
provide us with a suitable chapel. In-
deed, we do not doubt that ¥e who is
so miraculously adding living stones to
His temple, will give what is needed
for our accommodation.”

PRESBYTERIAN BOARD.

We sincerely sympathize with our
brethren of the above Board in the try-
ing bereavement they are called upon
to suffer, in the massacre of their Mis-
sionaries, as referred to in the fullowing,
from the New York Observer:

“ The last ray of hope has been dis-
pelled by the late arrival of news from
Indin—and we must now record, with
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feelings of the profoundest sorrow, that
there is every reason to believe the four
missionary families of the Presbyterian
Board at Futtebgurgh, have perished
in the massacre. They have been
traced to the vicinity of Cawnbore, and
it wus hoped that when General Have-
lock arrived there, he would find them
alive, and rescue them from the insur-
gents, but he reports but one white per-
son as saved, and her name is given, so
that the painful fact is pressed upon
our hearts that our brethren and sis-
ters, our dear frieuds, Freeman and
Campbell, and Johason and McMullen,
and their wives, and two children of
Mr. aud Mrs. Campbell, have fallen
victims to the awful insurrection in
India.

« Rev. John E. Freeman went out in
1838, and has been a faithful mission-
ary for about 19 years. Ile married
Miss Beach, in Newark, New Jersey,
who died about ten years ago. Mr. F.
afterwards married a valued friend of
ours, Miss Vredenburg, a lady of great
accomplishments and worth, with a
large circle of friends in this city and
New Jersey.

“ Rev. David A. Campbell was from
Wisconsin, and his wife from Ohio.
Rev. Albert O. Johngon and wife are
both from Western Pennsylvania. Rev.
Robert E. McMullen was from Phila-
delphia, and his wife was Miss Pierson,
from Paterson, New Jersey. All of
them were among the most able and
useful missionaries of the Board, and
their loss is a blow to the work, com-
pared with which the destruction of
$100,000 worth of property in India is

not tu be mentioned.”
oo o

Tne LiFe-poaT.—Faith is, to the lost
sinner, \Wwhat the life-boat is to the ship-
wrecked sailor dashing among the
breakers—his only means of escape
from certain death.

The sailor refusing to seize the life-
boat when he knows it would save Lim,
is guilty of suicide ; the sinner refusing
to believe upon Christ, is he not guilty
of soul mmuarder?

MISCELLANY.

Tue Courany or HEAVEN.—It is plea-
sant amid the jars and discords of this
lower world, to meet and mingle with
the great and good and noble spirits
that are to be found among us, and to
refresh the weary, world-worn mind by
association with the pure and holy
hearted ; after the busy cares and petty
trials of this work-day world are over,
to sit quietly down by the fireside, or
among the two or three who have met
togetlier, and couverse of that home to
which each closing day is bringing us
nearer, and toward which our united
hearts and hopes are tending.

And if the communion of saints on
earth is s0 sweet, if the society of the
good and lovely is to be desired, what
must it be to mingle in the grand as-
semblage above? Ileaven has been
gathering to itself, through countless
ages, whatever is congenial to its nature
and enriching itself with the spoils of
earth. Whatever we look upon as holy
and excellent, elevated and worthy to
bLe loved in the ceharacter of man, is
found gathered and still gathering in
that multitude which no man can npum-
her in the city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem.

From every century, every genera-
tion, out of every people and nation and
kindred and tongue since the world be-
gan, a long procession has ascended and
still passed onward, comprising all that
is best and noblest and brightest in
man, all that is holiest, all that is true,
all that makes earth sweet and pleasant
to dwell in, and joining itself to the
church of the first-born, which is writ-
ten in heaven, and to the spirits of just
men made perfect. There are those
whom we have known and loved. The
hoary head walking with us for so many
years in the ways of wisdom, the sol-
dier of the cross who had learnt to live
not unto himself, but unto him who
died—the gentle, purc-hearted, lovin
ones—the tender infant—all tauking
their places in the ranks of those who
are ¢ without funlt” before the throne.
Oace safe within tho:e portals, how
lorious their communion, how pure
their intercourse. Nothing but holiness
and happiness and love bind together
the family of Ileaven. Isthisthe com-
panionship in which we trust to spend
our cternal years? What manner of
§ persons ought we then to be in all holy
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conversation and godliress, looking for
and hastening unto the day when we
too shall join in that innumerahle mul-
titude ; and unite with them in the ever
new song of praise toHim who hath cov-
ered us with a robe of righteousness and
made us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints light.

Cavntroryia.—Rev. Mr. Benton, in
his recent anniversarysermon, estimates
that there are in California about 200
Protestant clergymen of all denomi-
nations. Estimating the population of
the State at 400,000, and deducting
100,000 Chinese, and another 100,000
native Californians and European im-
migrants, we have 200,000 Americans.
We have, then, one minister to every
1,000 of the American population. But
the ministers are very unequally dis-
tributed, owing to the moving character
of the people and other similar causes.
If we suppose that there are 200 con-
gregations of Protestant Worshigpers
gathered every Sunday in this State,
and the average attendance at each to
be 100, or 200,000 in all, then it will
appear that one in ten of our American
burn people is a regular attendant on
public worship. A clergyman in Chi-
cago has published as a fact, that not
more than one in ten is a regular at-
tendant upon Protestant worship in that
city.

Misstoxs 1IN IrReEnanNp.—Open-air
preaching is prosecuted with increas-
ing interest by the evangelieal denomi-
nations in Ireland. The late Presby-
terian Assembly received reports of 60
niinisters who had engaged in the move-
ment, and 280 services performed in the
past year. Two Wesleyan missionaries
have been itinerating in the same man-
ner. The Wesleyans have 55 mission
achools in operation, and are engaged
in raising a large fund in England and
America, for increased operatious. Over
860,000 have bheen obtained in this
country. The Presbyterians carry on
colportage. In the dark region of Con-
naught, their mission work for eleven
years, sums up as foliows: in 1845, six
congregations, two Sabbath schools—
no day schools; in 1856, twenty con-
gregations, twenty-four Sabbath schools,
thirth-eight day schools, and eight new
houses of worship.

e TuaT 15 IN CHRIST is surrounded

3

by a wall of fire, which protects him,
enlightens him, and comforts him;
other walls are weak, dark, and cold ;
this is impregnable, enlightning and
cheering; believer, prize the privilege.

Varve or Tive.—When the Roman
Emperor said, “I have lost a day,” he
uttered a sadder truth than if he had
exclaimed, “I bave lost a kingdom.”
Napoleon said that the reason why he
beat the Austrians was, that they did
not know the valune of five minutes.
At the celebrated battle of Rivoli, the
conflict seemed on the point of being
decided against him. Ile saw the criti-
cal state of affairs, and instantly took
his resolution. Ile dispatched the flag
to the Austrian headquarters, with pro-
posals for an armistic. The unwary
Austrians fell into the snare—for a few
minutes the thunders of battle wera
hushed. Napoleon seized the precious
moments, an-4 while amusing the enemy
with mock negociations, re-arranged
his line of battle, changed his front,
and in a few minutes was ready to re-
nounce the farce of discussion for the
stern arbitrament of arms. The splen-
did vietory of Rivoli was the result,
The great moral victories and defeats
of the world turn on five minutes.
Crisis come, the not seizing of which is
ruin. Men may lviter, but time flies
on the wings of the wind, and all the
great interests of life are speeding on,
with the sure and silent tread of destiny.

SOW THY SEED.

About the year 1840 an Egyptian
mummy was brought to Philadelphia,
and submitted to the inspection of some
scientific men in that city. On removing
the envelope they found the mummy in
a good state of preservation, and in the
hand was enclosed a quantity of Egyp-
tian wheat, indicating the person to
have been an agriculturist. T'his mum-
my was about 2,500 years old, and hence
we might reasonalily suppose the wheat
had los: its vitality. A part of it, how-
ever, was sent to a person in New York,
who planted it, and had the satisfaction
of seeing it spring up and produce fine,
vigorous plants, each of which con-
tained at last one hundred grains of
wheat.

Had this seed been planted, instead
of being shut up in the hand of a mum-
my, in 2,500 seasons, by multiplying
in geometric progression, it would have
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covered the earth with wheat. Justso
with the seed of Divine truth, if faith-
fully scattered about, instead of being
secluded and shut up, or held in un-
righteousness, or, as Doctor M’Knight
renders it, held in unrighteous bondage,
it would soon cover the earth as the wa-
ters cover the sea.

PERMANENCY OF KNOWLEDGE.—The
Rev. Dr. Livingstone, stated, at the late
anniversary of the London Missionary
Society, *“that the black people of Af-
riea could nearly all reng and write,
their forefathers having been taught
these arts by the Jesuit missionaries;
and the people held the memory of
those men is the highest respeet, and
keep up the churches which they had
built; but with all their worldly
wisdom, these Jesuit missionaries had
not wit enough to give people the Bible.
If they had done so, as the Protestants
had done in Madagasear, Christianity
would have spread through the whole of
the interior.”

Darx Hours.—There are dark hours
that mark the history of the brightest
years, For not a whole month in many
of the millions of the past, perhaps,
has the sun shone brilliantly all the
time.

And there have been cold and stormny
days in every year. And yet the mists
and shadows of the darkest hour disap-
peared and fled heedlessly. The most
cruel ice-fetters have been broken and
dissolved, and the furious storm loses
its power to harm. Lo

And what a parable is this on human
life—of our inside world, where the
heart works at its destined labors! Ilere,
too, we have the overshadowing of the
dark hours, and many a cold blast chills
the heart to its core. DBut what mat-
ters it? Man is born « hero, and it is
only in the darkness and storms that
hervism gains its greatest and the best
development and the storm bears it
more rapidly on to its destiny. Des-
pair not, then; neither give up; while
one good power is yours, use it. Dis-
appointinent will not be realized.—
BR)rtifyiug failure may attend this effort
and that one—but only be honest and
struggle on, and it will work well.

Paur ar Atexs.—In travelling back
to the halcyon ages of classic Greece, 2
thousand sacred associations crowd upon
the mind. The scenes we have sketch-

‘cureans and Stoics.

ed are not only memorable from the
triumphs of heroes and sages handed
down to us through the pages of classic
lore, but they are equally consecrated
by Holy Writ as the theatre of the
early and fiercest struggles of the Mis-
sionaries of the Cross. It was along
these sunny shores that the great ‘““apos-
tle to the Gentiles” coasted in his di-
vine mission: it was through these
gates of Pirzeus that he entered Athens,
and from the lofty summit of Mars Hill,
that looks” down upon these placid wa-
ters, that the champion of Christianity
pronounced his bold phillippic upon the
superstitions and idolatries of the Epi-
It 'was from this
memorable height, in full view of the
¢ tomb of Themistocles,”” that he point-
ed to their unintelligible inscription
“T10 THE UNKNOWN Gop,” and opened
up to them the mysteries of Salvation,
in the memorable declaration—** whom
therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him
declare I unto you”—not a god “of
gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art,
and man’s device,” but * God that made
the world and all things therein,”” “who
now commandeth all men everywhere
to repent,”” and who *‘hath appointed
a day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness.” The history
of the world presents no sublimer spec-
tacle than this, and it will be remem-
bered and admired when poets and phi-
losophers, the orators and heroes of pro-
fane history, shall have been blotted
from the memory of man.—Republican.

A viLuaBLE FENnce.—In some parts
of Central Africa ivory is so abundant,
that Dr. Livingstone saw seventy ele-
phants’ tusks around the grave of one
chief. '

BEGINNING AT oxce.—Faith is the
starting-post of obedience; but whatI
want is, that you start immediately—
that you wait not for more light to spir-
itualize your ohedience; but that you
work for more light, by yielding a pre-
sent light which you pussess—that you
stir up all the gift which isnowin you;
and this is the way to have the gift
enlarged, that whatever your hand
findeth to do in the way of service to
God, you now do it with all your might.
And the very fruit of doing it because
of his authority, is that you will at
length do it hecause of your own reno-
vated taste. As you persevere’in the
Iabors of his service, you will grow in
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the likeness of his character. The graces
of holiness will both brighten and mul-
tiply upon you. These will be your
tressures for heaven, too—the delights
of which mainly consist in the affections
and feelings, and congenial employ-
ments of thie new creature.—Dr. Chal-

mers.
Wuat I Live For.

I live for those who love me,
Who=e¢ hearts are kind and true;
For the heaven that smiles above me,
And awaits my spirit 1003
For human ties that bind me,
For the task by God assigned me,
For the bright hopes left behind me,
And the good that I can do.

ilive tolearn their story
Who've sutfered for my sake;
To emulate their glory,
And to follow in their wake;
Bards, patriots, martyrs, sages,
‘The noble of all ages,
Whose deeds crowd History’s pages,
And Time’s great volume make.

I live to hold commmunion

With all that is divine;
To feel there is o union

*Twixt Nature’s beart and mine;
To profit by afllietion,
Reap truths from fields of fiction,
Grow wiser from conviction,

And fulfil each grand design.

I live to hail that season, B
By gitted minds foretold,

When men shall rule by reason,
And not alone by gold;

When man to man united,

And every wrong thing righted,

I'hie whole world shall be lighted
As Eden was of old.

I live for those who love me,
For thoze who know me true;
For the heaven that smiles above me,
And awaits my spirit too;
For the cause that lacks assistance,
For the wrong that needs resistance,
For the future in the distance,
And the good that I can do.

BOOK. NOTIGES.

Tue SournerN LiTerany MESSENGER
For Navember, has been laid on our
table, by tie Publishers.

The ventents are of an unusually in-
teresting character. ‘The Proprietors

state that no exertions will be remitted |

on their part to maintain the high char-
acter of the work, and to challenge the
Fntrunuge of all who value sterling
iterary merit.

We trust that this ably conducted
Periodical will be well sustained, It
deserves to be.

Price, 33 per annum.  Address,

Macraruane & Fercussoxn,
Richmond, Va.

QUESTIONS TO THE IMPENITENT. By J.
M. Pendleton, Nashville South Wes-
tern  Publishing house.  Graves,
Marks & Co.

These * Questions to the Impenitent”
are dictated by an earnest spirit, under
a solemn sense of the responsitility of
the writer, and the danger of thdse
whom he addressed. The work is a
small 16 mo. of 110 pp., and well de-
serves to be put into general circula-
tion. Brother Pendleton is a clear and
strong writer, especially when his ob-
ject is to state and enforce truth ina
brief an! comprehensive manner; and
we think no impenitent sinner can read
these * Questions’” without feeling his
conscience stirred, and his hearc agi-
tated.

“Tunoucurs ox Curistiaxy Dury,” by
the same author and publishers, is a
tract in similar form, of 121°pp.  The
nature of the work can be learned from
the headings of the chapters, which we
give in the order of the book.—The
Christinn Profession—Holding fast our
Profession—Reading the Seriptures—
What are the Requisites of Avuiling
Prayer2—Family  Worship—-Dublic
Worship—Prayer Meetings—Cungre-
gational Singing-—Growth in Grace—
Requisites to Clristian Usefulness—
The Example of Christ—Christian
Love—Christian Humility—-Christian
Joy—The Government of the Tongue—
Separation  from the World—God’s
People are his Witnesses—The Proper
Use of Muoney—The Endurance of Af-
fliction—The Prospect of Death and
Ileaven. :

We would call the attention of al
those engnged in the colportage work,
to both these tracts as worthy of being
added to their collection of books for
circulation, We are indebted to the
aunthor for our copies, and tender him
our thanks.

p.
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