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AN APPEAL FOR MISSIONS.

Dear Bro. PoINDEXTER:

I have received your letter., Your
request is most congenial to my feel-
ings. Other engagements forbid any
formal and elahorate response; hut I
sit down at once, to make, fromm the
fulness of my heart, and in an episto-
lary way,

AN A'PEAL FOR MISSIONARIES,

That a new phase of the church is
presented in our day, must be apparent
to every careful observer. The last
half century has developed phenomena
unlike anything since Apostolic days.
The world is begun to bhe recognized
again as the Lord’s field; and on every
side, cheering prospects of the spread
of the gospel, make us feel that we are
truly in *the last times.”

Bat, while the day of God’s power
seems upon us, there is one feature of
church-atfairs which fills usg with per-
plexity and solicitude, and robs the
comfort which wounld be otherwise ex-
perienced.
people shall be willing,” is unfulfilled.
Truly, the fields are opened, but the
laborers refuse to enter. The question
starts up: Can we be mistaken as to
this prostrating the harriers between
us and the nations being of Gad, and
with the view of the world’s evangel-
jzation? Or, is there some delusion
about the eall and duty of God’s minis-
try, and other working servants? If
this work is paramount and pressing,
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why are not laborers ecalled to it?
Either the work is not of God, or there
is sume error about the commission of
His disciples.

That the field is arduous, and re-
quires sacrifice, is nothing against its
occupation being divinely commanded.
When Abram was ealled, it was to for-
sake home and kindred, and to follow
the Lord, “not knowing whither he
went.”” DBecause Moses cried: “Who
am I,”” he was not exempted from be-
ing the leader and law-giver of Israel.
Jeremiah plead: “I am a child;” but
the Lord ordered: * Thou shalt go'to
all that I send thee, and whatsoever I
command thou shalt speak.” Jonah
shrank fromn his mission, and he was
brought to judgment and shame. Louk
at all the Apostles, and primitive
Christians, the very essence of their
profession was self-sacrifice, which the
Lord made the test of Ilis discipleship.
And what great work has ever been
done without this spirit?

It becomes a serious inquiry, there-
fore, whether the most established in

should not re-consider their call to the
ministry, and to Christianity, and ex-
amine if missions are properly excluded
from it. Let our brethren of eminence,
who fill high positions of responsibility
and usefulness: let those who have met
with the very largest success: let our
Professors, who seem indispensable to
the training of the young: let our
watchmen Editors, who inaugurate new
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measures, or abide by old plans of
missions: let our brethren of wealth,
and of large families, who have thought
that they could do more by sending
than giving: let our corresponding
secretaries, whom it appears impossible
to spare from their offices: let all put
the question to their hearts, as be-
fore God and the coming judgment:
whether, under all the circumstances—
the supreme importance of the work,
the scarcity and common reluctance of
laborers, the fact of our cities and land,
already taken, requiring less furce to
garrison than the first onsets upon the
redoubtable fortresses of the enemy—
they have really no duty in the fureign
field ?

The difficulty of raising means for
missionary support, is a distressing
fuct of the times. Bat, let such breth-
ren as have been indicated—brethren
of influence and wealth, and reputation
—Lknown and beloved of the churches—
our Pauls and Barnabasses—go forth
to China and Afriea, and the Isles of
the sea, and we stand security for every
dollar needed for their abundant sup-
ply, and run no risk of having our in-
ability exposed.

To this our younger brethren, who
happily admit the superior wisdom and
experience of their Fathers in Zion, will
give an hearty Amen. Bat, this pleads
no exemption for them. Our humble
objection is, that the more distinguished
have not won their worthy names by
missionary labors from their youth.
Lnlarged knowledge and common repu-
tation have their peculiar advantages,
bat the rising ministry are the hope of
the church. And a new sphere opens
before them—the inviting sphere of
Reformation., Let the people generally
be impressed, by faithful pastors, with
the magnitude of the missionary work;
and, as the young begin to feel their
call to the ministry, let their eyes be
directed to * the region that is beyond.”
Let them enter the schools of the Pro-
phets with this object in view: let them

study and pray, with the perishing
nations on their hearts; and when
prepared for nactive labor, let each
honestly ask: what sufficient reason
can I assign for not going where the
gospel is most neceded? Then will the
turn be given to our movements cor-
responding with the leadings of Divine
Providence. And the reformation of
the ministry,and of the church, promises
the renovation of the world.

These things I am putting to my own
conscience, and subscribe myself,

Yours fraternally, T.

o0 S 4ttt
“ MORE LABORERS.”

The want of laborers for the harvest,
so carnestly deplored by Christ, did not
pass away with his day, but was pro-
phetic of other periods, reaching far
into the distant future. Though eigh-
teen centuries and a half have since

-rolled into eternity, each bearing upon

its bosom the augmenting trophies of
the Redeemer’s kingdom in the earth,
still the white harvests widen and loom
up on our vision, and the cry comes
from far and near, saying, * Send more
laborers into the harvest-field.”” Listen
to the voices of distress as they come
up from the perishing million that oc-
cupy the other side of the globe. Listen
to the Macedonian cry, as it rolls up
from Hindoostan, from the depths of
Central Africa, and from the priest-
ridden nations of South America. Hear
bursting out through the open doors of
the Celestial Empire, the bold petition,
““Give us a thousand missionaries for
China alone.”” IIarken to the wail of
distress, wafted fromm the Isles of the
sea, mingling with the wild lament of
the red man’s cruel wrongs, Ilear, O
hear, the familiar voices of your own
countrymen, and your own kindred,
pealing out from thousands of desti-
tute regions in your own *“loved land,”
asking, * Send us some one to ‘break
unto us the bread of life.’’” Just cast
your eyes over this Christianized nation,
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See,her many feeble churches,and some
strong ones too, are destitute of pastors!
Ilow many promising fields are per-
mitted to run to waste, for the want of
some one to oceupy them! How many
associations are begging in vain for
men to accept their support in the mis-
sionary service! Ilow often and how
earnestly do our Boards, at Richmond
and Marion, plead, and plead for mis-
sionaries of the llome and Foreign
tield! Why this universal ery? Why
this vast expanse of harvest, all ripe
for the sickle, and yet unreaped ? Christ
foresaw this state of things, and his
prophetic words must be the answer:
**The harvest truly is plenteous, but
the laborers are few.” Christ not only
foresaw this want, but suggested the
remedy, the source from whence that
remedy must come, and the means by
which it is to be obtained. ¢ Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, and
he will send “more lalorers’ into his
harvest.”

We want nore laborers for the harvest-
Sfield. Let us ponder this fact. It is
not the want of preachers, for there are
more than five hundred baptist minis-
ters in the State of Virginia alone. It
is not the want of nominal ministers,
more *honorary members,”” who tack
on the ministry as an appendage to
rome worldly office or avocation. No.
There is no lack of such ministerial
idlers as these.

1. We want laborers. Men who will
work assiduously, perseveringly, effici-
ently—men, who will consecrate their
whole heads, and hearts, and bodies to
their divine vocation. We want men
who are willing to toil in the'study rn-
til the brain reels and the nerves
quiver,—men who are willing to toil in
““the highways and hedges,” and *“from
house to house,” until their bodies are
worn down with “going about, doing
good.” We want, in the pulpit, men
who ean teach, rather than shine; who
can arouse, rather than entertain; who
can win souls for Christ, rather than

admirers for themselves., We need,
for pastors, men who have the happy
art of training Christians for labor,
men who can lead the whole church
into the harvest field, and teach every
member to use the sickle, and to labor
just in that part of the field, and at
that kind of work best adapted to his
capacities and opportunities,—men who
have the tact to elicit and direct the
best energies of the whole church,
making every member a co-laborer with
God.

2. We want qualified laborers. Men
of natural ability, of aptness to teach,
of disciplined and well-furnished minds,
who know what to do, and how to do it.
It iz not an imperative necessity that
all who enter the ministry must be
great and eloquent men. Yet they
must possess that measure of mental
capacity and educational and theologi-
cal training, which will make them com-
pelent laborers in this particular work.
The brilliant and gifted preachers, (few
in pumber,) will be needed to meet the
wants of a minute fraction of hearers,
who, in force of intellect, in genius,
and acquirements, stand like their
teachers, head and shoulders above the
rest of mankind. Such men should be
welcomed by all, as gifts of Providence,
to fill an important sphere in the great
scheme of redemption. But there is
another, and a much wider sphere, that
must be filled by men of medium
ability and talents. Now, it will not
do to raise the standard of the minis-
try so high, and to adhere to that
standard so rigidly, as to shut out,
either by positive interdiction, or star-
vation, this class of working men, the
very bone and muscle of the ministry.
This large amount of. working talent,
the most valuable kind of talent, must
not be lost forever to the denomination.
They are men, many of them, of medi-
um talents, but of great practicalness.
They are men of large hearts, who
mingle with the masses, and have their
sympathies, men of strong bands and
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willing minds, who bear the heat and
burden of the gospel work. These are
men who cannot be spared, and nught
not to be forced, by a course of depre-
ciation and neglect, to seek employ-
ment elsewhere.

3. We want laborers sent of Gud.
Christ claimed and exercised the ex-
clusive right of placing men in the
ministry, while on the earth, and be-
fore his departure taught his disciples
to pray unto him for a supply of minis-
ters for the future. The Apostles con-
conceded to Christ the sole prerogative
of chousing the men for this particu-
lar work. The extraordinary suc-
cess which attended the preaching of
the Apostles, and such men as Sum-
merfield, Whitfield, and Spurgeon, has
been owing to the divine power, which
called and qualified them fur the work.
And the reason why many, seemingly
good and talented brethren, labor
statedly in the ministry without suc-
cess, may be the want of a divine call
to the work. A mistaken zeal, on their
own part, and on the part of their
brethiren, rather than the special mov-
ings of the Holy Spirit, has led them
to assume the responsibilities of the
ministerial work, and they are doomed
to labor without that divine influence
which ecan alone give success. I do
not believe that any amount of educa-
tional training, or of natural gifts, can
supply the lack of o divine call to the
work. The first, and most essential
element of a successful minister of
Jesus Christ, is the fact, that he is
«“gent of Gud,” and receives his cre-

dentials and his sword direct from
heaven. But this is a fast nge, an age

of facilities for making vreachers, as
well as many other things. And itis
one of the misfortunes of the age, to
overlouk the prerogatives of Christ,
and trust to human appliances for the
supply of ministers, instead of praying
sthe Lord of the harvest to send”
them.

4. We want ministers who will give

themselves wholly to one work—the gos-
pel work. The work is single and
peeulinr. It will uffurd the amplest
employment for the loftiest mind and
the lurgest heart. The strongest con-
stitution will find enough here to con-
sume all its energies. A work so grand
in its olject, so fearful in its respunsi-
bilities, requires something more than
feeble and irregular efforts. lle who
takes upon himself such a work, will
bhave no time to waste in secular em-
nloyments, in political, or party strife
of any kind. If a man is divinely
called to the Inbor of the gospel ministry,
he should forthwith leave his fish nets
to others, and hence-forward fish ex-
clusively for men. IHis commission
does not contemplate selling  goods,
tilling the land, or teaching school, Its
one specific command is, *“ Go, preach
my gospel.”

5. We want Christian laborers as
well as laborers in the ministry. I have
long felt, that one of the greatest wants
of Christianity in this age, is a larger
development of the lay talent in our
churches. If, for instance, our lay
brethren were educated and fitted to
take charge of our literary institutions,
to fill the chairs of instruction, and to
edit our newspapers—if they would
take chinrge of the press, fill agencies,
and manage the financial affairs of
the church, what a host of talented
preachers, now shut up in colleges,
school-houses, and printing offices,
imight be sent out in the Iome and
Foreign field! And what a host of
luy brethren, now alimost buried and
lost o the cause, would be brought into
active and efficient service in the har-
vest-fiekl! Yea, the whole member-
ship of the budy of Christ, vught to be
taught to wnrk. T love to see the fuces,
and hear the voices of these intelligent
and pious laymen in our Conventions
and business meetings. O, I know the
value of such men in the churches of
Christ.. It is a misfortune that the
uscfulness of many such is destroyed
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by p}lltixlg them into the ministry, to
beeome henceforth only official and
titled  ““idlers.” I repeat, more
labovers are wanted for the gospel work,
May we have a speedy increase of
such, both in the ministry and out of
it. R. J.

P T T ewr
MISSIONARY ORGANIZATIONS.

Thoughts on the Missionary Organizations
of the Baptist Denoniination. By Fraxcis
WaAvLAND.

The sulject of Missionary Organiza-
tions has been attracting great atten-
tion amony the Baptists of the North.
We had hoped that the distractions re-
sulting from the discussion of the sub-
jeet there, the diversion of interest from
‘the work of missions itself, and the
alienations which it has produced, both
among the missionaries and the breth-
ren at home, would have detered from
the introduction of the controversy
among us. In this hope we have been
disappointed.  Whether for good or for
ill, the question has been thrust upon
us. It is proposed, on the one hand, to
inaugurate a system of drainage, by
which the supplies of the Cunvention
“shall be gradually cut off, and, its in-
efficiency being thus secured and prored,
it shull be thrown aside as worthless;
and on the other, that it shall be furth-
with abandoned. We have looked in
vain for the presentation of any well-
defined plan, to be substituted for our
existing organization. Some of the
opponents of the Convention have dimly
shadvwed furth something like the plan
proposed by Dr. Wayland. Butwhether
they would unite on this plan, we can-
not tell. One has said he has no plan
to offer, Another, that he has a plan,
and claiming it as his own, we suppose
it differs, characteristically, from that
of Dr. Wayland. We deem it doubt-
ful, therefure, whether the opponents of
the Convention, should they succeed in
breaking it duwn, could agree upon
any substitute.

We think brethren ought, at least,
to reach this point lLefore they seek to
overturn existing organizations. Revo-
Iutions are always to be dreaded. Some-
times they are necessary. DBut even
when revolution is necessary, it may

" happen, as has frequently been the case,

that the attempt, while successful in
overturning existing order, shall intro-
duce a state of things more deplorable
than the evils it was sought to remedy.
Under two conditions this is likely to
be the result. First, When dissatis-
faction with the existing order is al-
lowed to consummate the work of de-
struction, in the absence of any definite
object beyond to be secured. The best
that ecan be hoped for under such cir-
cumstances, is experiment after experi-
ment, each experiment, in fact, a new
revolution, sacrificing individual hap-
piness, and destroying public pros-
perity, to terminate, no one can tell in
what. Secondly, When the reul cause
of revolution is found, not in the de-
fects of government, so much as in the
demoralization of public opinion and
feeling. Whenever a people becume
restless and turbulent, easily excited
Ly appeals to prejudice and passion,
ready to embrace new notions, and haz-
zard new experiments for the saka of
change, then, better far to hold on to
the “ old land-marks” than, yielding to
the spirit of innovation, suffer it to rush
on to ruin,

Now, to a considerable extent, these
conditivns seem to us to meet in the
state of the Baptists of the North.
While Dr. Wayland proposes his plan,
others propose different plans, The
Dr. is for destruction, because of the
supposed inability of Baptists to work
ander “any general and centralizing
organization.” Some of his co-laborers
are for a still further ¢ consolidation.’”
“The evils of centralization iould,
however, seem, in this manner, to be
increased rather than diminished,” says
the Doctor. Dr. Wayland, in effect,
adwits that, in this respect, the De-
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nomination North is not in a condition
to make any change, while he insists
that some change is demanded. Ile
puts forth his own views simply for
«such consideration as they seem to
deserve,” and adds, ¢ Other plans will,
doubtless, be suggested. I ask for them
precisely the same consideration. Let
us prayerfully and deliberately examine
every plan that may be offered, and
then choose one or the other, or com-
bine into one the best portions of all,
or reject them all and pursue our present
course without alteration, as e think
best.” Butin the absence of any plan,
attack after attack has been, and con-
tinues to be made on the existing
organizations. What could be expected
but such a decline of missivnary inter-
est as has taken place?

These facts go far to show that the
agitation is owing mainly to the second
condition specified above. If there
were that spirit of calm and prayerful
investigation evoked by Dr. Wagyland,
so for from attempts to weaken exist-
ing organizations, in the absence of
something better to take their place,
every effort would be made to give them
the greatest efficiency, while, at the
same time, the effort might be made
to find that something better. A fur-
ther evidence of this deplorable state
of things is furnished in the following
statements of Dr. Wayland. *Our
missionaries are not agreed among
themselves. The missionaries and the
Board, at home, are not iu harmony.
Year after year our attempts to create
unity of feeling, have resulted in leav-
ing matters worse thun we found them,
Our brethren at home are divided in
opinion. When we meet to consult
concerning missions, missions are al-
most the last thing thought of, and, in
fact, frequently can hardly obtain a
Learing. Our time is spent in unfor-
tunate disputings; and we contend so
earnestly for the Union, that we render
it doubtful whether indeed it is at all
worth saving.” Strong as is this re-

prescntation, those who are conversant
with the facts know that it is short of
the truth. It is not the love of mis-
sions that eauses these disgraceful con-
tentions. It is not the spirit of Christ
that makes men thus quarrel about
plans to the neglect of the very ob-
jeet, for the attainment of which any
plan is only valuable. DBut we have,
alas, very much more, and nore pulpa-
ble evidence thut the evil lies .deeper
than any plans. What was it that,
during the existence of the Triennial
Convention, arrayed (as a brother of
Dr. Wayland, during the Convention at
Baltimore, expressed it,) * New York
against Boston?” What that origi-
nated, and persisted in the organization
of the American and Fureign Bible
Socicty in New York, against the ear-
nest remonstrances of those who wished
the question to be submitted to a con-
vention, untrammeled by any previous
action? What forced the question of
Revision upon that Socicty, und what,
in that Society, rejected, that question,
with a spirit, and in a manner, on both
sides, which for bitterness and dis-
courtesy, has rarely, if ever, been
equaled 2*  'What thrust the slavery
agitation upon the Triennial Conven-
tion, enacted the shameful inquisitorial
process at Baltimore, nor ceased from
its aggressions until the Baptists of the
South were compelled to withdraw, and
organize our present plans?  What has
made so many of our brethren in the
North, even Dr. Wayland among them,
factionists upon this questicn? Alas,
facts in the religious history of the
North, no less than in its political, but
too fully show that the spirit of anar-
chy and faction is rife there. And
this, in our judgment, is the chiefl
source of the difficulties in their mis-
sionary operations.

i

H

* It is not our design to question the
propricty of the organization of either
the American and Foreign Bible Society,
or the Bible Union. We refer simply to
the spirit manifested on both oceasions.
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Let us learn wisdom from their folly.
Dr. Wayland once wrote, *“We have
shown you how Christians ought not to
act; do you show us how they should
aet,” or words to that effect.  llemight
repeat them with emphasis now. And
yet, there is reason tu fear that we are
about to import the spirit and copy the
course of Northern agitators. Our
Convention is assailed and sought to
be rendered odious, while no substitute
has been agreed upun, even by its op-
ponents, and much, too, we regret to
be compelled to state, of restless agita-
tion prevails.

We propose now to subject tu review
the plan offered by Dr. Wayland. For
the sake of perspicuity in our review,
and ease of reference, we will state this
plan.

I.—~FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

1. “Suppose * * * all centralizing
organization was abandoned, and mis-
sions and missionaries supported direct-
1y by individual churches and clusters
of churches.”

2, « Each missionary church, or as-
sociation of churches, might send dele-
gates, ministers, and private brethren,
to meet annually, to tell each other
what God bad done for them and by
them, and to encourange each otherin
the good work.”

3. “If this could be accomplished,
we should at once be relieved from all
the machinery of boards, committces,
secretaries, treasurers, and agents, in-
asmuch as every church, or cluster of
churches, would be all this to itself.”

11.—HOME MISSIONS.

1. Inthe older States. To *‘churches,
associations, and State Conventions ¥ ¥
* this part of the work is to be con-
fided.”

2. In the nmew States and frontier
settlements. 1. * Ilere we seem to
need some central arrangement that
shall Le the medium of intercourse be-
tween the parties.”

2, “Every church, and association,

and convention, should do its own work
just so far as it is able.”
3. —* as far as possible the general

! organization should do its work by

means of the local agencies in the im-
mediate field of labor.”

4. The new States and frontier set-
tlements should, for the present, be
relieved from missionary effort, except
among themselves, The older States
should aid them and support Foreign
Missions.

We shall not consider this plan with
reference to the state of things in the
North, but as it applies to our own con-
dition.

THE NOME MISSION PLAN,

Except article fourth, this is the plan
now in operation kere. Churches, Asso-
ciations, and State Conventions, all
through the South, are prosecuting mis-
sions where and as they choose. In by
far the larger number of cases, they
establish and prosecute their missions
independently of the Southern Baptist
Convention, and the Domestic Board at
Marion. That Board is simply “a
central arrangement,” with an ““office”
and **some men,’”’ to atterid to the busi-
ness, and these ““men,” ‘“ as far as pos-
sible, * ¥ * do [their] work by means of
the local agencies”” But then it is
found that there is a great amount of
«work’’ to be done which cannot be ac-
complished by the *‘local agencies.”
There are **destitute neighborhoods,”
near which there is no church, having
“¢ licentintes, or private brethren, whom
it would send into” them. There are
“inviting” and uninviting ¢ fields”
« gtill unoccupied,” and which *local
agencies”” give no promise of occupy-
ing. These fields the ** men”” at Marion
are endeavoring to bring under culture.
To do this they need men and money,
overand above whatthe ““localagencies”
are giving, or would give, without
special appeals. hat should these
«“men” do? Sit down and lament the
inefficiency of the “local agencies,” or
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seek to excite them, and individual
Christians also, to greater liberality and
enterprise? And if they are to do the
latter, if some of these *““men’’ in order
to *“ be the medium of intercourse,” to
receive and disburse “the contribu-
tions of our churches,”” and to gain and
impart “ information,” must give their
whole time and attention to the busi-
ness, by whom are they and their fami-
lies to be supported? As respects the
connection of these “men” with the
Convention,
another part of these remarks.

Upon the 4th article of the plan, but !
few observations are necessary.
principle upon which it proceeds would
effectually estop all missionary opera-
tions, on the part of any Christian or
church, except such as are so located
that their funds and energies cannot be
expended at home, The plea is that
the churches of the West have more to

do there than they are able to accom-:

plisi. If this relieves them from obli-
gation, so that they should not be called

upon to aid in Foreign Missions, the
same plen must esempt every indi-

vidual,and every church, whereas much
as cannot Le done is needed in their
own vicinity. Bat in the present con-
dition of our country, and with the
present state of Christian enterprise,
how many are there who might not
expend all that they give, or are likely
to give, profitably in their immediate
vicinity 2

Such was not the prmuple inaugu-
rated by Christ, embodied in the Com-
mission, and exemplified by the Apos-
tles. The Saviour did not tell his dis-
ciples to *“tarry at Jerusalem” until
that city was evangelized, and that,
only after *“the home work” bLecame
“less onerous, they [should] commence
the work of Foreign Missions for them-
selves.” These devoted * men” did
not feel it incumbent upon them to re-
strict their labors to Judea until their
‘home missions increased and ¢ their
pecuniary ability” was enlarged. Christ

it will be considered in

The |

said, * Go ye into all the world,” and
they obeyed him. They did not neg-
lect Judea, but they *“ went forth every
where.”” 'This tendency to loealize and
restrict Christinn obligation Is one of
the most fearful *signs of the times.”
Admit all that ean be claimed for
proximity, and kindred, and country.
We would not, in the slightest degree,
damage their just clams. But the
principle which should underlie all
Christian activity, is devotion to uni-
versal ecangelization. The world is to
i be conquered to Christ. Every Christian
is to fizht in this battle. In deciding
the questions, * Where ?”” and ** How 2
his present loeation and condition are
mere circumstances, to he taken into
account along with the condition and
wants of other places, and other men.

Practically, it has ever been found
that the most speedy and eflicient
method of awakening a strong lhome
interest, is to interest the heartin the
erand idea, the conversion of the world.
Toreign Missions have ever been the
precursor aml the cause of inereased
zeal in IHome Missions.

We now pass to the plan for Foreign
Missions,

Wemaybeallowed herctonotice,; what
seems to us, unworthy of Dr. Wayland.
With reference to Home Misstons, he
says, *“ the work is to be dene, in part,
by associations.” Iletells us, “the as-
sociation seems to belong especially to
us, and is the offspring of our own in-
dividual and ceclesiastical principles.”
Ile says, *“ the ordinary Baptist Associ-
ation” seems to him to be * the form of
organization,”” upon which our Foreign
Missionary organizations should be
modeled.  Yet when he comes to state
how foreign missionaries should be sus-
tained, it is, not by churches and asso-
ciations, but, “charches and clusters of
churches,”” Again, in relation to home
missions, when conceding the necessity
of ““some central arrangement,” and
some * man or men,’”’ and some ¢ office’”
he appears sedulously to aveid the use
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of the common terms, agent, board,
committee—although he could not but
know they would express what was in-
tended by “‘central arrangement,”
“man, or men.” Why was this? Did
it vccur to him that the use of these
terms would render the correspondence
of his plan with those in use too obvi-
ous? No, he is incapable of such a
subterfuge. Why then? Even great
and good men sometimes mislead them-
selves by mere words. We once knew
a brother, a man of considerable intel-
lizence and strength of mind, but of
stronger prejudices, who, bLeing asked
if he would consent that the associn-
tion of which he was moderator should
appoint some *¢ protracted meetings,”
replied indignantly, *“ No! no! but if!
you wish to have meetings of two or
three days continuance, I have no ob-
jection.”

The only material difference hetween
the Home and the Foreign plan of the
Doctor is the absence, in the latter, of
any ‘“‘central arrangement.””  Now this
difference struck us as “‘exceeding
strange.” When we had considered the
reasons assigned by him for such an ar-
rangement for Ilome Missions, our sur-
prise was increased. What are those
reasons ?

Ist. Such an arrangement is needed
as a *“ medium of intercourse’ between
those who are to give and those who
are tu receive aid.

2nd. To furnish an “office” to which
applications for aid may be made, to
which the contributions, designed to
meet these applications, can be sent—
and from which information of the con-
dition of the field can be had.

3rd. Because ‘some man or men,
who shall be always familiar with the
ever changing character of the West,”
will be needed, “so as to disburse our
aid to the best advantage, and only
where it is needed.”

And yet, “individual churches and

~

clusters of churches,” can efficiently and
Jjudiciously accomplish all these oljects
in Foreign Missions, inasmuch as eve-
ry church or cluster of churches, would
be,” ¢ boards, committees, secretaries,
treasurers and agents” * to itself.”

Now we submit to our readers, wheth-
er a “ medium of intercourse” is more
needed between our Western and At-
lantic States, than hetween these States
and Africa and China? Whether, if it
is ¢ indispensible’’ to have an ‘¢ office”
for applications for information and con-
tributivns, and if ¢ some man or men’’
must devote special attention to the sub-
Jject, to be qunlified to give the needed
information, and to make a wise distri-
bution of funds, with respect to our
! Western States, such an office and such

men, are not much more needed with
respect to Fureign countries? Do our
brethren and churches know more of
China and Africa than of Texas and
Arkansas? What “medium of inter-
course’” have they with the former, at
all comparable to our extensive postal
arrangements, our wide-spreading news-
papers, and our thronging travel ?

It secems evident that Dr. Wayland
must have been led into this blunder—
for such, with all defference, we must
be permitted to call it—by regarding
the Foreign Mission enterprize as a
small affair, in which only a few “of
the better sort,”” men of large informa-
tion and ready pens, are to engage,
while the ¢ ITome Mission’” looms before
him as the embodiment_of the “ moral
dignity of the missionary enterprize.”
Upon any other supposition, how could
he fail to see that in every respect, the
necessity for a * central arrangement,”
would be far greater in Foreign, than
in IfJome Missions? We know less of
the people, and of those peculiarities of
condition and character which should
direct our effurts ; sources of informa-
tion, and means of intercourse are infi-
nitely inferior, the questions affecting
the judicious application of funds are
far more numerous and intricate ; and
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the transmission of funds and supplies
is fur more difficult and burdensome.
We claim then, that Dr. Wayland has
proved the necessity for a * central ar-
rangement” in Foreign Missions. Iis
plan is essentially defective at this point.
It may not matter whether you eall ita
“board,” a ‘committee,” or * some
man or men.”” We have very high au-
thority for saying that “a rose will
smell as sweet by any other name.”

In every other respect, except one
common to beth plans, to be noticed
presently, as we have said of his
« J1ome Mission” plan, his plan for For-
eign Missions is essentially that which
is in operation among us. Individuals,
churches and associations, select mis-
sionaries, and assume their support
whenever they choose. They are en-
couraged to do so. The Board is, in
respect to these, nothing more thana
 central arrangement” for receiving
funds, ** acting as a medium of inter-
course,” gathering and imparting infor-
mation, and making disbursements * to
the best advantage, and only where
(they) are needed.” But beyond this,
they perform an arduous and indispen-
sable service in stimulating the mission-
ary spirit, seeking out missionaries,
promoting the efficiency of *local agen-
cies” where they exist, establishing
them where they do not, and gathering
up the scattered contributions of such
brethren as do not cooperate with any
“local agencies.”

But, it will be said, the main feature
of Dr. Wayland’s plan, you have not
yet touched. That would abolish the
Convention, and substitute for it *the
ordinary Baptist Association” *‘on a
large scale.”

To this part of the plan of Dr. Way-
land we have strong and what seems to
us insuperable objections. To present
them fully would require far more space
than can beallowed. We glance at the
more prominent.

1st. It would lay the foundation
for an ecclesiastical kierarchy. Dr. Way-

land asks and answers the question,
“ what is a Baptist Association? Itis
nothing more than an annual,”” (some
associations meet semi-annually,) *“and
voluntary meecting of delegates from
churches in a neighbourhood, or dis-
trict, who come together as independent
bodies, to tell ecach other what the Lord
has done for them,” &ec.

Now is this *“the whole truth?”—
While, by their constitutions, these bo-
dies are denied all power over the in-
ternal concerns of the churches compo-
sing them, are they not invested with
the right of deciding in every case upon
the orthedoxy of a chureh? The union
then, is an ecclesiastical union. It is
not a union of individuals, but of
churches. The association has no right
of jurisdiction over individuals, (though
some have gone so far as to exercise
such jurisdiction in defiance of their or-
ganic law,) but it has this right over
churches. Every chureh, applying for
admission, must submit to this jurisdie-
tion before it ean become a constituent
of the body. Ervery constituent church
is at all times sulject to it, and liable
to be dismissed as heterodox or disor-
derly whenever a constitutional major-
ity so decide.

This being the case, a * Baptist As-
sociation’’ “‘on a large scale” would be
an overwhelming ecclesiastical tribunal,
capable of crushing, not indeed the
name, but the character of any church.
If any cne will be at the pains to ex-
amine history with a view to this point,
it will be found, that upon this very
principle—ecclesiastical union — some
of the most crushing spiritnal despo-
tisms that have cursed the world have
been erected.

Our Convention has no such feature.
1t is not a union of churches. It knows
nothing of churches as such, except in
the ninth article of the constitution.—
*+ All the officers, boards, missionaries
and agents appointed by this Conven-
tion, or by any of its Boards, shall be
members of some regular church, in
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union with the churches composing this
Convention.”” This article does not re-
quire any inquiry into the characier of
a church, but simply as to its associale
status. If a church is a constituent of
an acknowledged Baptist association—
or, being unassociated, if it is held and
regarded by contiguons churches of
acknowledged regularity, as a regular
church, its members are eligible to ap-
pointment. The phrase * in union with
the churches composing this Conven-
tion” is evidently explanatory of what
is meant by the term *‘regular.”” The
Convention has no right to go behiud
the fact of such union to investigate
the character of a church. And the
investigation thus far is not for the pur-
pose of deciding the relation of a church
to the Conrentivn, but simply whether
an individual is eligible to office. More-
over, individuals, societice and associn-
tions are entitled to representation in
it equally with churches. The Con-
vention is not, therefore, an ecclesiasti-
cal union. Itis not composed of church-
es alone, nor has it any jurisdiction
over churches. It is hence far less lia-
ble to abuse, than would be Dr. Way-
land’s * Baptist Association on a large
scale.”

But Dr. Wayland claims for “ Bap-
tist Associations’ what history will not
sustain. He says: “Iere we have no
collisions, for there is nothing to strive
about. There is no power exerted, and
of course no occasion for abuse of pow-
er.” Alas! the history of the conten-
tions and divisions—the alienations and
strifes that have occurred in associa-
tions, would form a sad refutal of these
declarations. We have known cases of
the kind—all our readers, who haveany
extensive and prolonged acquaintance
with the denomination, have known
such. The course of anti-mission asso-
ciations furnishes numberless illustra-
tions.

We can bear with them for the sake
of the vast benefits of union; and be-
cause occurring in bodies of limited ex-

tent, the evil can be checked by sepa-
ration, and the kindly offices of neigh-
bouring brethren and associations. But
what would be the effect if all the
churches of the South and Suuth-west
were united in one * Baptist Associa-
tion on a large scale?”” The defection
of one sinzle church might convulse
the whole fraternity of churches.

Nor is the matter mended, if, upon the
same principle, you should have Dis-
trict Associations composed of Church-
es, State Associations of District Associa-
tions,and the “ Baptist Association upon
a large scale” composed of State Asso-
ciations. This would be to annihilate
at once the independence of the church-
es, and place them under the rule of
a hierarchy. The truth of the matter
is, that the principle of our District As-
sociations—the union of churches as
such—ean be carried no farther without
involving consequences, the bare con-
templation of which makes us shudder.
And even within the limit assigned it,
it requires to be carefully guarded in
its practical operations. We have other
ohjections to this feature of the plan.
We can barely glance at them.

2. It makes no adequate provision for
its own efficiency. 1o induce men to
leave their homes, and take long and
toilsome journeys at a heavy expense,
you must give them something more
to do than simply to ““tell each other
what the Lord has done for them dur-
ing the year past, and to encourage each
other to more earnest efforts for the fu-
ture.”” Practically, it has been found
that these objects alone will not secure
a full representation even in District

- Associations. How then could we cal-
culate upon any thing like a general
gathering from different States, if noth-
ing more is contemplated ?

3. It makes no provision for the es-
tablishment of the *office,”” or the ap-
pointment and supervision of ‘‘the man
or men,” which, according to Dr. Way-
land, are ¢ indispensible’” to the suc-
cessful prosecution of Home Missions,
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and as we have shown, arc even more
necessary for Foreign missions.

4. It would be a hazardous experi-
ment—promising no benefit, and likely
to prove far more inefficient than our
present plan.

Upon this oljection we must, at the
risk of tediousness, make some remarks.
That it would be an experiment cannot
be denied. It has never been tried.—
No bedy for the promotion of missions
has been formed upon this plan, if we
except one, the failure of which was
reported some weeks %:inee in one of the
papers. Some of our exchanges refer
to the Gushen Association, in Virginia,
as demonstrating the efficiency of the
associational plan. 1
very efficient association. But its com-
paruative efficiency is overrated. Two
other associations in the State, (if the
statement of the Clerk in the last min-
utes of the Dover Association is not
very wide of the mark,) contribute more
largely than the Goshen—the Dover and
the Rappahannock. Norare the latter,
so far as we are able to judge, stronger
than the Goshen. We would not, how-
ever, underrate the efliciency of this
body ; nor detract from the value of its
plans, which, in some respects, are an
improvement upon what was the com-
mon course of associations a few years
back. But the Goshen Association does
not act upon Dr. Wayland’s plan. It
has its Executive Board, to which is
committed the management of its funds
and missions. This Board holds regu-
larly Quarterly Meetings, and others,
when necessary. It selects missiona-
ries, fixes their salaries, designates their
fields of labor, and supervises their
work. So fur as relates to missionaries
in Virginia, it possesses the same pow-
ers, and sustains the same relations as
does the State Mission Board of the
General Association. Prior to the com-
mencement of a general system of col-
portage, it commissioned and sustained
colporters. The experiment, however,
did not work well. There were depart-

The Goshen is a:

ments of that business to which no
member of the Board could give the
necessary attention—the selection and
purchase of hooks. It has now turned
over its colportage work to the general
superintendant. In Fureign, Domestic
and Indian Missions, it has never at-
tempted any thing except in connection
with the Foreign and Domestic Mission
Boards of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention; and the members of the Board
and of the churches have always mani-
fested a desire for the visits of the offi-
cers of thuse Boards, and their co-ope-
ration in promoting these interests.—
We shall be greatly disappointed if the
Goshen is not one of the last of our as-
sociations in which opposition to these
Boards manifests itself,

We can perceive no benefit to be de-
rived from this proposed change. The
reader of Dr, Wayland’s tract can see
that the only lenefits claimed for it,
whatever may be true of Northern or-
eanizations, are secured by our plans,
except that it would prevent strife.—
But how, upon his own statements,
would it prevent this? Simply by al-
tempting nothing. This alone is suffi-
cient to establish its inefficiency. Its
whole Lusiness is to tell what the Lord
has done, and encourage to renewed ef-
fort. Itis to have no missionaries, no
“men,” no *office,”” no work. DBut
would it prevent strife by having noth-
ing to do? Let us not forget that

“ Satan finds some evil work
Tor idle hands 1o do.”

It is in the recollection of many of
our readers, how much our District As-
sociations used to find claiming their
attention when they had nothing to do
but to meet, report statisties, and part.
What fierce debates over “ Queries,”
and chureh difficulties. Were it possi-
ble to bring together, annually, any
considerable number of brethren from
the different States, for no other objects
than those specified by Dr. Wayland, it
would not be long befure every question
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possessed of strong local, or general
interest, would become a sulject of dis-
cussion, and such discussions would
often *‘ wax hot.” If you do not wish
Christians, in their assemblies, whether
Churches, Associntions or Conventions,
to fall into contentions, you must keep
them well employed in the Lurd’s
work.

But more about the inefficiency of
this plun. Dr. Wayland has a long
list of suppositions and ifs in arriving
at the conclusion of increased efficiency
on his plan. But he candidly confesses
that these conditions being fulfilled,
““adopt whatever plan we may, the sil-
ver and the gold will not be wanting.”
“ Let the spirit of missions be really
awakened.”” Aye—* there’s the rub.”
It is precisely here that we charge in-
efficiency upon this plan. It fuily to
provide for awakening this spirit. The
entire sum of the missionary spirit
which exists in our churches is the re-
sult of a different plan. This plan
leaves the many to awaken, and diffuse,
and maintain this spirit within and
among themselves, The plans which
have succeeded—so far as any suceess
has been attained—have brought the
Jew into active exertion and co-opera-
tion, to awaken and energise the many.
Thus it was in apostolic times, thus
also in the times of Fuller and Carey in
Eungland, thus in the times of Judson
and Rice among ourselves. Thus it
still is.

Dr. Wayland claims that his plan
“1is quite in harmony with our ideas of
civil government.” This, so far as bis
plan is peculiar, is manifestly a mistake.
It may be conceded that the school dis-
trict, the town, the county, the State—
each manages its own affairs, *so far
as is possible,” independently. DBut
then, cach of these has its committee,
its court, its governor, and council, or
a representative body in some form;
and in regard to all of them, they are
subject to other representative bodies
in matters lying beyond the pale of

their own immediate affairs. IIe would
say, however, these are matters that
cannot bLe attended to without some
‘“ central arrangement,” while nothing
of this kind pertains to Foreign mis-
sions. e asks, “might we not follow
the examyple with which our experience
has made us so familiar, * * % *
looking to no central organization, un-
til we find some work which cannot be
done without it.” The doctor appears
to have overlooked the seriptural
and political maxim—¢“In union is
strength,”—and also entirely to ignore
the doctrine of ** pragress.” Lmay be
able to raise a great weight, bat shall I
therefore refuse the aid which would
lessen the effort? I can go by the old
process of stage coaches, or sail vessels,
to New York, but shall T therefore re-
fuse to pass over a rail-road or on a
steamer?

But are there no departments of For-
eign mission labor which cannot be
properly attended to without seme per-
manent ‘ central arrangement.” We
cannot specify fully here. But how, in
the absence of such an agency, are ar-
rangements to be made by which money
for buildings, printing presses, &e.,
which are needed alike by all the mis-
sionaries in a given distriet, is to be
procured ? Who is to control such joint
property? Who is to attend to such
houses, &e., as weay be in the possession
of a single missionary, in the event of
his dying, or leaving the ficld? To
whom, in the event uf the cessation of
a Church or Association to sustain a
missionary, are such investments as
have buen made to belong—to the
Church or Associat.on, or to the mis-
~ionary ? If to them, who is to attend
to, and secure their rights 2 If to him,’
what becomes of them in the event of
his death? Again, some degree of co-
operation and united effort among the
missionaries in any given field is indis-
pensable.  Shall this be left entirely to
the missionaries to arrange? and if so,
how can they effect an arrangement in
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any matters invol¢ing the joint expen-
diture of money, when no one of them
knows whetlier his patrons will approve
the union, or advance his quota of the
money ? But these are minor matters,
compared with the moral difficulties to
be met. Upon the bare mention of
these we cannot enter. Suffice it to say,
they are grave and troublesome, and do
nst arise from the nature of our organ-
izations, but from the imperfections of
human nature.

1We do not complain of Dr. Wayland,
or of others, for the discussion of this
subject. Ile is the tried friend of mis-
sions. Ile thinks, doubtless, that the
publication of his views will do goud,
and he has written in his usual courte-
ous and dignified style. In our judg-
ment he mistakes the source of the evil
complained of, and his plan, so far as

.peculiar, is inefficient and dangerous.
Whatever in it is valuable, exists al-
ready in our organizations. We, there-
fore, neced no such changes as he pro-
poses.

There is much more which we should
like to say, but this article is already
too long. TPerhaps we may resume the
suhbject—perhaps not. P.

Our  FHissions.

SIHANGHAI—CHINA.
Journal of Rev. A. B. Calaniss.
Granp Canar, Nov. 7th, 1857,
From the vast number of boats on
this canal, the internal trade of the
country must be immense. In the
afternoon reached the ¢ Precious Gir-
dle ”” bridge with fifty three arches—
an elegant stcne structure near Su-
Chau.

ASTONISII THE BOWZES.

We here went ashore and visited the
temple and pleasure garden ncar by.
We gave the bowzes some books. They
were astonished to find foreign books
printed in Chinese, and were still more

surprised when they heard me rend the
Chinese characters. Looking at each
other they said, * The Looks are just
the same as ours! and so is his lan-
guage !’ and then a look of “who
would have thought the language of
the barbarians and ours was the same!”

If they will but read these books,
they will be nstonished at some other
things, of which they never heard or
probably thought before.

Passed on down to the city wall
along the broad canal on the eastern
side which here forms the city Moat.
Thence along the moat on the northern
side, where the night overtook us.

LANTERN BOATS OR PLEASURE BARGES.

After dark, passed a number of
pleasure barges, lighted up with flow-
ered lanterns, thickly hung inside and
out. This gives them a brilliant ap-
pearance as they glide along at night.
Some were fitted up with marble-back
chairs and couches, silk curtaing and
other things to match. Tables were
spread with choice viands, around
which sat gentlemen eating and chat-
ting. On others they were drinking
wine and tea. On others still, were
handsome females richly dressed, pow-
dered and painted, nccompanied by
men, at heart, no better than them-
selves, though they were robed in silks
and satins, and pass for gentlemen.

FEMALES TRAINED UP TO VICE.

Females of this class in China are
often bought, as in Japan, in their
early yonth, and trained up to this life.
They are, in the large establishments
of ill-fame, taught to sing and play on
various musical instruments, so that
they can have musical concerts for the
entertainment of the visitors.

It is not uncommon for a man to buy
a second or third wife from one of
these establishments. When taken to
his house she then passes as a respecta-
ble female. We are assured by Dutch
authors that such persons in Japan
often marry and are respected after-
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wards. Perhaps their having led such | them some books, an old gentleman

a life not through choice, but com-
pulsion, has considerable influence in
moulding public sentiment on this
point. Iam acquainted with a Manda-
rin at Shanghai whose second, or * lit-
tle wife ”’ as they term them,—the chief
wife being called “ great wife ”’—came
from one of these houses.

The reader must not infer from this
that the Chinese are indifferent alout
the virtue of their wives. There are
no persons who are more jealous on
this point. But how sad to think, that
in the most civilized and polished
heathen nations on the globe,—inno-
cent young girls are bought and syste-
matically trained up to vice!!

Painful as it is to Christians to
read such things, it 13, nevertheless,
proper that they should know them, in
order that they may see the fruits of
heathenism even in its best form, and
learn to appreciate more highly ‘“the
zlorious gospel of the blessed God.”

Passed on to [floo-Cheu-Sau, a hill,
on the northwestern side of the city,
on which stands a pagoda surrounded
by temples, many of which are in a di-
lapidated condition. Ilere we stopped
for the night. The city wall is over
two miles off ; but the suburbs extend
to this hill.

Sabbath, Nov. 3th.~——After breakfast
this morning, took some books and
walked out. Passing by the toy, fan
and picture shops, I turned towards
the pagoda, giving books to such per-
sons as I thought could read.

Found a school in the main temple,
where the boys were surrounded by
dusty and crumbling gods. Walked
up to the top of the dilapidated pago-
da and had a good view of the sur-
rounding country.

ANCESTRAL MALL, TABLETS AND WORSHIP,

Returning to my boat, I passed anew
building, in front of which, some finely
dressed gentlemen were landing from
their boats. As I walked up to give

stepped forward and invited me in,
stating that this dwelling was his an-
cestral hall. Taking me into the sit-
ting room, he offered me tea, and then
showed me the whole building—and
the tablets in which they suppose cne
of the three souls of their ancestors re-
sides.

As T have somewhere else stated, the
poor keep the tablets in one room of
their house, but the rich have a special
building fitted up in handsome style
for this purpose, where all the relatives
meet at least once a year, and some-
times twice, to join in a feast and wor-
ship their ancestors. ;

At these meetings the family regis-
ter is read over. If there have heen
any births in any branch of the family,
their names are then recorded. If
therc have been any deaths—their
tablets are allowed a place with the
others. If any member of the family
has become an outlaw, or acted so as
to bring reproach upon all of the name,
his name is erased from the register
and he is no more allowed to enter the
hall. Females are not recorded in the
genealogy, as they marry into other
fumilies, and are considered by their
own family as lost.

The Chinese are as careful in keep-
ing their genealegy as the Jews ever
were, and from the number of tablets
ranged along the shelves of some of
their halls, they may profess to trace
back their ancestry to the days of Nim-
rod or Noab, as their public chronolo-
gy dates as far back as those ancient
times. Ience arises their great rev-
erence for everything ancient, and
their contempt for modern innova-
tions,* The tablet is simply a flat

* The English Consul at Ningpo, Mr.
T. T. Meadows, tells an anecdote of a
native of the province of Shau-Tung,
who acted as a Mandarin at Canton

when Mr. Mcadows was there as
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picee of wood set into another flat
piece which acts as the foot to keep it
erect. The following is the Chinese
description of a tablet, “twelve tsun*”’
high to represent the twelve months,
four tsun broad, to denote the four
seasors, and twelve funt thick to rep-
resent the twelve hours. The top is
rounde !l like heaven, and the bottom
flat like earth.”

The nawme of the man and dynasty
in which he lived, are written on the
face of the tablet, wita his title or ti-
tles if he had aequired any. In the
back is a sliding lid, under which is
written the dates of his bitth and
death, with the number of his chil-
dren and place of his grave.

In a former number I described the
manner of erecting the first tablet as
soon as & man dies. This is written
on white satin and is kept in the
house three years, the specified time
for mourning. During this time food
is daily placed bLefore it and incense
burned. The tablet is called the spirit-
ual residence of the deceased, and they
have an idea that the spirit comes out

and eats the spiritual part of the food.

When the time for monrning has ended
the wooden tablet is made and placed

an interpreter for the English Con-

sul. It seems the Cantonese were dis-
pleased with this man’s administration,
and found much fault with him. In
complaining to Mr. Meadows of their
censures, he intimated it was not very
becomning in them, as they were a parcel
of upstarts, who conld not trace their gene-
alogy more than a thousand years back.
To appreciate this, the reader must un-
derstand that the northern provinces of
China were first settled, and Canton pro-
vinee was among the last.  This Man-
darin came from the provinee where
their great sage, Confucius, was born
some five hundred years before the
Christian era.

" % A tsun is one inch.

1 A fun is one-tenth of an inch.

in the ancestral hall as above de-
seribed.

Though people in the West are ac-
custumed to louk upon the Chinese as
the antipudes of all other nations in
every respeet, it is a remarkable fact
that they are by no means eceentrie
in their religious views and idolatrous
practices. In offering food and paying
divine honors to their ancestors, they
are only doing what the Egyptians did
more than three thousand years ago,
and what the Grecks and Romans did
at a later date, as well as other heathen
nations, and what the Hindoos and the
Africans of Southern Guinea have con-
tinued to do to the present day. In
fact, Ilero and Ancentral worship
ceem to have been the earliest, as
well as in after ages the most preva-
lent forms of idolatry. Offerings “for
the dead ” were forbidden by the law
of Moses in such a manner as shows it
was a custom well known in his day.
Deut. xxvi: 14,

SHOCKING FAMILIARITY WITII TIIE DEAD,

The Egyptians went farther than all
other nations in their attention to the
dead. Sir J. G. Wilkinson says, that
‘““they even introduced the mummy of
a deceased relative at their parties, and
placed it at table as one of the guests;
a faet which is recorded by Luecian, in
his Essay on Grief, and of which he
declares himself to have been an eye-
witness. ¥

Though the Chinese do not intro-
duce them at their parties, and sect
them at the table as their guests,
they are, nevertheless, according to our
western notions,—shockingly familiar
with their dead. Soon after we ar-
rived at Shanghai, Mrs. Yates took
Mrs. Cabaniss out to visit one of her
neighbors; but Mrs. C. could not enjoy
the visit, because she was shocked at
the sight of three coffins, containing

* Sir J. G. Wilkinson’s Ancient Egyp-
tians,—abridged edition, vol. 1, p.-108,
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demd persons, sitting in an adjoining
room.

I once ealled on a young man in the
eity, who was living in a room about
ten feet long and six feet wide. On the
right stood his bed—on the left sat n
coffin, with only space to walk between
that and the Led. He sat on the Led,
and as I was invited to take a seat at
the fuot of the coffir, I felt a little curi-
ous to know whether there was any
thing in it—when, lo! he gravely in-
formed me it contained his mother!
In spite of all my philosophy, I must
confess I felt *a little queer ”” as long
as 1 sat by it, He, however, had
quietly slept by it fur months. This
shows the furce of custom.

The Chinese often thus keep their
dead in their houses for years; some,
becanse they have no present place to
bury themw; but the large majority,
because they are waiting for a lucky
day or place, to he signified by the for-
tune-teller, who has always to be con-
sulted about such matters.  If the
family is wealthy, some how or other,
the futes nre very unpropitions for an
early interment. In the meantime
the fortune-teller gets paid for cvery
time he ix consulted about it.

An inquisitive Yankee would be very
apt to ark the professional gentleman
if the pay did not have some influence
over the fates; hut the unsuspecting
Chinese never think of questioning a
time-honored custom,—as well might a
Catholic think of questivning the su-
premacy of the Pupe.

This atternoon took some bhooks and
started down the street towards the
city. A wide canal runs down the
middie of this street, or rather the
canal is the sueet with side walls on
either hand. Handsvme boats take the
place of carringes and horses. The
shops make a good appearance, as this
end of the town seems to be devated
mostly to the manufacture of paint-
ings, artificial flowers, fans, lacquered
bouxes, ‘;(.)-ys, culured lamps, uand every

now and then a store filled with flow.
ers, hot-house plants and dwarfed trees,
shaped like deers, birds, &c. Chinese
ludies are passionately fund of flowers,
and dress their hair very tastefully
with theus. Making wreaths with live
flowers is a profession in China, and in
such places as Su-Chaw, persons may
be =een at it all the rummer.

The whole fronts of Chinese shops
are open, and they carry on the manu-
fucture of nearly everything in these
front rooms, ‘T'hus you ean see the
process of making, while you are buy-
ing an article.

They not only work in the front
roum, but eat there, and in hot weather
frequently eat in the streets in front of
their shop, when they take their even-
ing meal. The Ancient Egyptians
seem to have had this custom also, as
Herodutus says, *the Egyptians eat in
the street.”’

The boys were clamorous for Looks,
but I only gave to such as I thought
could read.  After disposing of whag I
had, I returned to my boat.

v v L OOs
Letter of Rev. A. B. Calaniss.
Suancuai, Jan. 6th, 1858.
Brother Tuylor -

We have had no news of Brother
Ilulmes in the China seas yet; Lut
look for Lim every day. Glad to hear
Brother Ilartwell is now, probably, on
his way here. We are all about ns
usual.  Nothing of special interest in
our mission. We have some enqui-
rers, who we hope will finally come to
a knowledge of the truth.

A. B. Capaniss,

Letter of Rev. B. J. Drayton.
Care PaLuas, Liperiy, Feb., 1859,
Dear Brother Puindexter :

I have the pleasure to acknowledge
the receipt of your kind and encoura-
ging note.  Ithank you fur the very
kind expressions of advice and cautioa
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intimated by you, and feel that they
belong to me particularly. I hope to
improve from them. Please never with-
hold useful hints, as I need instrue-
tion and encouragements.

I am quite thankful to have to record
the prougress of our interest here, and
that there is a growing disposition on
the part of ‘those to whom we minister,
to assist in pushing forward the work.
While we are yet destitute of a placeof
worship, and are compelled to worship
from house to house, still we have our
encouragements, by having many who
gladly come to hear the “word of life.”
HJust here, you will please suffer me to
implorc ‘the Buard, through you, to
lend us a hélping hand this one time—
besecch them for the cause sake at
Palmas, to grant us $200. Brother
Crane has kindly donated $70—that
with the above amount from you, we
will struggle and do the balance our-
selves. We have the frame nearly com-
pleted, and a site. Without a house
we will have to feel and endure many
mortifications. My little floek is wil-
ling, but poor. Think, O! think of
thig, we are poor!

Our native school, I am happy to in-
form you, is progressing very well in-
deed—the children are improving, and
the parents gladly listen to the whole-
some story of the cross. I feel that
heaven will yet bless abundantly the
Iabors which are Leing spent fur their
salvation, and even within the last two
years more inquiries have been maule
about Jesus than cver have been in
years past. This interesting people
must have the gospel, they must be
taught prayerfully and systematically,
and I know the harvest of the Lord
will be abundant and joyful. Ilow
precious in our eyes should be their
salvation, and with what meekness
and humility should we enter upon the
work. “Who is sufficient for these
-things 2 The Lord’s power I imagine
will make his pcople sufficiently ade-
quate.

I have had with me Brother Richard
II. Stone and wife, who were in wait-
ing for the steamer from KEngland, to
convey them to Lagos, but, providen-
tially, the steamer * lHope” arrived a
day after the Liberia packet sailed, and
thus they were affurded an opportuni-
ty to be forwarded earlier than they ex-
pected. They left here the 28th of
January in good health and epirit.
Brother Stone preached fur us the Sab-
Lath previous. T admire him much, he
seemed anxious to enter upon his la-
bors, and much devoted. I hope and
pray their lives may be spared for great
usefulness in their field of labor.

q remain yours truly,
B. J. DravyTox.

o SEE: g

s >
Letter of Rev. 1. H. Slone.
Lacos, February 7th, 1859.
‘Dear Brother Taylor :

We arrived Lefore this place on the
3d, and eame ashore the next morn-
ing. “We came around the coast in the
<« flope,”” a steamer irregularly con-
nected with the mail line. We had a
pleasant passage of six days, stopping
a day each, at Elmira and Cape Cuast.
Your khind letter came duly to hand,
and we are both very grateful for the
edifying and paternal advice it con-
tains. Satin sometimes endeavors to
persuade us that we have not the
Lord’s commission, but a prayerful
consideration of the motives which
prompted us to come, svon puts all
such doubts to an end. This hope
cheers us amidst the apparent dangers
which are rising up in our path.

We have arrived in somewhat trou-
bLled times. Kosoko iy said to be on
his march to this place, and the new
King of Dalomey, to he preparing
to attack Abeokuta. All the chiefs,
excepting one, are said to be in favor
of Kosoko, and the King of Lagos,
who seems to be an irresvlute man,
is very much alarmed, even shedding
tears at times. I suppose the whole
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movement is a renewal of the league
between Dahomey and Kosoko, to re-
vive the slave trade. The bloody rite
attending the inauguration of the new
King of Dahomey is said to have said
consisted of a thousand human sacri-
fices. I fear the missionuries at Abeo-
kuta will not fare well in the hands of
such people.

I accompanied Brother Ilarden to
our chapel Sunday morning. Though
the chapel was situated in the midst of
the town, and crowds were continually
passing and repassing, not a single
heathen or Mahometan deigned to en-
ter and listen fur a moment. They
scem to be wholly taken up with the
things of the world, and had no desire
to hear the ¢ good ncews.”” Perhaps
the condition of political affairs occu-
pies their minds. The services were
conducted partly in Yoruba and partly
in English. Brother Iarden seems to
have made considerable progress in
the acquisition of the furmer. The
congregation consisted of a few pro-
fessed Christinns, and two little chil-
dren.

On our way to the chapel we passed
two little heathen mud temples, the
olject of worship being a curious kind
of tree which shaded them. We also
passed a stump covered with shagy
fragments of mats, which, I was; in-
furmed, was an idol. The people here
are excessively superstitivus, and tho
King squanders nearly all his revenue
in sacrifices to the sea, snail shells,
oyster shells and such things.

We expect to start for Abeoku-
ta on Wednesduy the 9th instant.
The boatmen engaged, at first pro-
mised to start to-morrow, but they
still say they will reach the city at
the time appointed, which is Satur.
day. I have received a letter from
Brother Phillips, and have sent a mes-
senger by land to Ijaye to infurm
him of our arrival.

We are all well and hopeful. Mrs.

tionately to vou. I hape you will ask

the prayers of the church in behalf of

the missionaries, especially when Satan

seems about to make vigorous attempts

to strengthen his waning power in

this eountry.
Yours in Christ,
R. II. StoxE.

P. S.—Wehave lost one of our boxes,

and some of our flour is much spoiled.
Yours &e.,

R. II. S.

et 00 TR 40
IJAYE.
Letter of Rev. A. D. Phillips.
I3avE, January 25, 1859.
Dear Bro. Tuylor:

My own work is progressing finely,
and I think this week will finish my
buildings. I am continually encouraged
at the prospeet before me for success in
Ijaye. There is now a secret enquiry
about the word of God, and many are
now to be found like Nicodemus. Some
have gone so far as to say, perhaps the
chief would die, and then they would
at once fuorsake all their father's ways.
And I believe there are those here who
like Naaman, when they bow to their
Orishas—say, Lord pardon this thing
in thy servant. I tell you Bro. Taylor,
I feel almost, as it were, on fire, sv to
speak. I feel enthusiastic.

The day is cerlainly dawning, though
we may have a long and dreary morn-
ing, the light is not moon-shine—it is
the light of the Day Star, the sun’s rays
are now beginning to streak the hori-
zon. I do most earnestly beg that the
churches will this year pray with a so-
ber, steady faith, and without ceasing.
Pray for us in Yoruba and the czuse
here. We would greatly rejoice to see
more laborers—but God is able to over-
come with few as with many.

1 believe my health has not been bet-
ter since I came to Yoruba than now,
and I am sure I never felt more like la-
boring with this people, or felt more
encouraged for success. In Awyaweon

Stone desires to be remembered affec- | Sabbath, I held two services, aud was
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listened to very attentively Ly the few
present. I was able to make them un-
derstand me very well without an in-
terpreter- I hope very soun now to be
done my work and he able to give my-
self entirely to preaching anid siudy.—
I hope brother and sister Stone will Le
here in ten days, and 1 will gladly do
all I can for their comfurt and happi-
ness,

A few mails ago you asked my opin-
ion regarding the prolability of wo-
men standing this climate as well as
men. I have no liesi-aiey in saying, 1
fully believe a wowman with a sound
constitution, amd then using proper
care, will paszs the acclimation as well
as men. I contend that there is more
in care than medicine in this country.

You also asked my opinion ahaut es-
tablishing =chools at the different sta-
tions. I have already answered you on
that, and now I will add, in every new
town where we begin, some time is re-
quired to gain the confidence of the peo-
ple, and until that is gained, there is
oo use to employ a teacher.

My prospect is excellent for a good
school here svon, but it will be children
who are allowed to come schoul hours,
or aver whom I have not absolute eun-
trol. My interpreter promises to teach,
aud [ hope in 2 month or two to see
what can be done.  If we begin at all,
it must Le when the people are in the
votion.  Farewell.

Your Lrother affectionately,
A. D. Pmuirs.

Clc Commission.

RICHMOND, APRIL, 1R39.

NEWS FROM tue MISSIONARIES,

It will be seen that brother and sis-
ter Stone had reached Lagos in good
health, and were expecting soon to start
for Ijaye. We regret to learn {rom the
note from brother Cabaniss that bro-
tacr [olmes had not been heard from at

Shanghai when he wrate.  We have no
communications fiom Canton, and but
one from Liberin by last mail.  Breth-
ren larden, Priest and Philips write
as if strong in hope of the blessing of
Gud on their labors, particularly bro-
ther Philips. The rumors of war in
the region of Lagos and Aheobuta we
trust may prove to be unfounded., P.

r00 ST 00r

THHE CONVENTION.

Scon, Providence permitting, the So.
Baptist Cunvention will have met. O
pray that the presence of Christ may
sunctify the meeting, und that good—
great good and no evil may result from
it P,

roe S04
2 g

HEATIIENISM,
A missionary in Ceylon who has Iate-

ly commenced Lis labours there, thus
writes:

But heathenism, in all its repulsive
asy ects, its llies, its superstitions, 3
demusement o the god line an, its de-
lightin the worst of praciices, the mean-
est, the basest, the wost hellish things,
has not been represented to the peaple
ol America. 1 did vt understand at.
1 would not blane those who have writ-
ten about it; indeed, 1 doubt whether
I could convey my own impressions
upon paper. s yet I have onty begun
to learn what it 155 but | see cnough
already, to convinee me that our good
people at home cunisot appreciute the
nnmense difliculties which thie mission-
ary must encoubier. These wust be
seen, to be knowne  Men and commu-
rities are sometuues culied Aeathenish
at home, bat it is a wisnomer, 1 never
SUW it cuunuunhy there, hor a fumily.
vor a man, in wham 1 thought there
wits 4o honor, no virtue, no selt-respect,
and w0 knowledge either of rcienies,
self or Gud.  There is not just such
commuuity here, for theie is a germ of
some ol these things in most of the
Jatfuu people.  Yet in the very best of
them there is far feam being a full de-
velopment of any of thess qualities, and
i very few are there corec. ideas upon
uny rubject of unp atance.

A church tuken from =uch a people,
aud surrounded by ruch clements, cons

v
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tains a memlncrr-lup \\hu,h, in itself
and in outside influences, is whally pe-
culiar. ‘There is nothing like 1t in
Amerien.  And this peculiurity emho-
dies difficulties which, although they
might recis small to vne a thuusand or
ten thousand miles awny, are exceed-
ingly great; and when dwelt upon ex-
clusively, discouraging. But one need
not dwell upon then.

It is difficult, if not impossible, ade-
quately to impress the mind with the
degradution and wretchedues of hea-
thenism. I did not understand it,”
has been, in effect, the confession of
missionary after missionary, and the
confession will still be reiterated. Even
those whose attention has been specially
called to the subject, and who, Lefore
leaving their native land to carry the
gospel to the poor degraded sufferers,
have sought tu form some adequate con-
ception of the evils of idolatry, when
they are brought inte actual contact
with them feel astonizhed and almost
overwhelmed at the depth and invete-
racy of the depravity and guilt and
suffering by which they ure confronted.
O there is an amount of untold woe,
even in this world, in departing fromn
the living God, that may well awaken
the most lively sympathy of every child
of Gud, on behalf of the nations that
know himn not.  But when we look be-
yoml this world.  Ah! what Christian
ean think of these millivng of their fel-
tow men dragging out their degraded
existence on earth to enter upon the
fearful doom, in another world of *“the
natiuns that forget God,” without shud-
dering. And who that loves Christ and
souls but must feel desirous to rescue
them ?

The miseries of heathenism should
quicken our missionary zeal. DBut at
the sume time, just reflections upon
their degradation would serve to lessen
our impatience of apparent results. It
iz not the work of a day to break the
s!ecp of eenturies. The work of res-
cuing the miserable and degraded sevfs
of ignorance and sensuality is not to be

accomplished by a few feeble efforts.—
How is it even in our own land? With
what patient, *hope against hope” la-
bors, are we compelled to toil on to
keep a little at bay, the surging waves
of vice among the degraded of our own
pepulation, where surrounding infla-
ences are ever at work to aid us in our
effurts, Ifow then can we expect that,
as soon as the missionary has com-
menced to prepare u little patch, amidst
the dreary wastes of idolatry, “ the wil-
derness shall be glad, and the desert
rejoice and blossom as the rose 2’

But it is a soul-cheering—a glorious
thought—that over all this corruption
and sin, the gospel is destined to tri-
umph. That the whoule earth shall be
filled with the knuwledge of the glory
of the Lord, and *“righteousness cover
the earth as the waters do thesea.”” O
for this end, let us pray and labor, and
faint not. pP.

st St s,
MISSIONARIES.

Dear brethren and sisters, arc you
not tired of our reiterated yippeal,—
missionuries i—give us more ‘missiona-
ries? And yet we cannot cease to make
Lit. The field is broad and rich and in-
viting. Millions of souls are perishing
without a knowledge of the gospel, who
miyht be reached if we only had the
men to go forth after them. Thefriends
of Christ seem willing to give mouney
to sustain a lurge increase of lahorers,
What can we do? Why nothing less
thun continue to pray, and to ask you
to pray for missionaries, and to urge
upon each one the solemn question—
“ Will you not go for Christ to the bea-
then 2’ If we can at all understand
the indications of the hand of Provi-
dence, it is the duly of manry now mem-
Lers of our churches to go. We cannot
let them rest. We will “ery aloud”
whether they will hear, or whether they
will forbear. * Who will go fur Christ
to Yoruba? Who will go to China ?”
Our brethren who are in the fields want
your aid, new openings are presenting
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themselves on every side. O will you
not go. p.

EITER
ST

AN ENCUOURAGING FACT.

Bro. Crawford states, that at Shang-
hai, the missionaries frequently meet
with Chinese from Nanking, some two
hundred miles in the interior,and where
the rebel power has been in the ascen-
dant, who, while they hate the rebels,
yet show that they are inclined to favor
the religions opinions taught by them,
and that they have lost their confidence
in idols, to a very great extent. Truth
is thus penetrating the Chinese mind
from various points, and making itself
felt. We shall not be at all surprised,
if there is, in the end, such a rapid re-
ligious revolution in China as will as-
tonish the world. The seeds of sucha
result it appears to us are being secat-
tered broadeast. The wars and rebel-
ion, and missionary labor, and number-
less other influences are at work. The
Lord's hand is controlling them all.—
When the * fullness of the times” shall
come, he will manifest his glory as the
Gud of China! .

29SS 4

“Shall I offer unto the Lord that which
cost me nothing?”"—Davip.

And yet how many wish God to ac-
cept such service from them. If they
can stay at home and enjoy friends, and
gain repute and make money—and
serve the Loid well, if not— P.

20 EHT GO e —
WIIAT MISSIONARIES MOST
NEED.

We do not know thit we can better
oceupy the space, than by transferring
the following from the TForeign MMis-
sionary :

Most persons believe that missiona-
ries are men and women of piety far
abnve that of common Christians, This
opinion is partly founded on their be-
ing willing to give up their friends
and home for the purpose of living
among the heathen. It is suppused

that such a sacrifice could he made
only under the influence of strong re-
ligious principle; and it is further
supposed that missionary life must be
in a preat degree favourable to emi-
nent attainments in piety. Many have
read the memoirs of missionaries like
Brainerd, Martyn, Harriet Newell, and
others, who were eminent in the graces
of a holy life; and these have been tuken
as the examples of the piety of mis-
sivnaries.

The missionaries themselves, no
doubt, would as & body earnestly wish
that this common opinion of their pi-
ety were well-founded ; but they would
regret the prevalence of mistaken
views on such a subject. The mission-
ary bady is now & somewhat laryge one,
and it is but reasonable to suppose that
it must embrace members whose at-
tainments in the divine life are far
from being either uniform or eminent,
It is not doubted, indeed, that many of
those who contribute to their support,
remaining at home according to the
will of God, are influenced by greater
faith and love, and make even preater
sacrifice of ease and comfort for the
sake of the heathen, than are found
among some of those who are on mis-
sionary ground. When missionaries
return from their fields of labour, on
visits fur their health, or in order to
engage in labours in the home field,
the impression made by them in their
intercourse with the Christian commau-
nity iz found to be marked by great
degrees of inequality ; some are felt to
be holy men and women ; others would
hardly be selected as examples of an
unworldly and humble piety—secking
not its own things, bat the things of
Christ. It is doubtless true that men
may become missionaries without be-
ing persons eminent in grace. The
vow of consecration, sincere and con-
trolling, may lead them to go to the
ends of the earth ; while yet they may
he greatly defective in love to God and
men. The apostle gives a striking
view of this in 1 Cor. xiii., and we see
Romanist missionaries encountering all
the privations and dangers of a resi-
dence among the heathen. In cases
where love is not wanting, it may be
sadly counterbalanced by selfishness,
pride, or vanity. Very devoted per-
sons are sometimes selltwilled, over-
bearing, deficient in the gentler graces,
unloveable. In short, the fact of a
man’s becoming a missionary is a pre-
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sumptive proof of his elevated piety;
but we must look to his subsequent
life for the evidence that he walks in
the footsteps of Martyn or Braiverd;
yet it is a precious truth that many of
the most excellent of the earth, in the
rich experience of the grace of Christ,
and in its Leaotiful manifestation in a
holy, humblle life, are to be found in
the missionary body.

Cantrary to the impression of many,
missionary life is not peculiarly condu-
cive to eminence in piety. Such, it is
believed, will he the testimony of all
missionaries.  Many caunses tend to
binder their growth in grace. The
stated services of the sanctuary, the
communion of saints, the stimulus of
Christian examples, are seldom largely
enjoyed on missionary ground. At
home the piety of the members of the |
church is greatly strengthened by these !
things. After the quiet and the wor-|
ship of the Sabbath; the people of;
God go forth to the employments of|
the week, with new strength to resist !
temptations and to abound in every
good word and work; and if they
should become weary or discouraged,
they are often cheered Ly the kindly
voice of a sympathizing Christian |
‘friend, or animated by his example.
The iissionary seldom witnesses a |
Sabbath day in the world around him,
and finds it no easy matter to keep alive !
in his own little circle the precious in- |
fluences of the day of rest. The pri-
vation of the means of grace, especi-
ally as these are enjoyed in common
with other disciples of kindred intel-
ligence and culture, is one of the seri-
ous drawbacks to missivnary piety.

But there are more positive hinder-
ances. The presence of heathenism
itself must be reckoned amung these.
The missionary is by nature a man of
like passions with the people around
him. Their low views and corrupt!
practices may, at first, be looked upon
with unmitigated disgust; but they
come at length to be regarded as cus-
tomary, and imperceptibly they exert
x stupifying power over the soul, like
a poisoned atmosphere benumbing the
faculties of the body. At many sta-
tions, morecver, there is more or less
intercourse between missionaries and
worldly-minded Europeans and Amer-
jenns—an intercourse which for some
reasons it is desirable to maintain ; and
yet tuo often it results in a sadly dete-

riorated tone of spirituality among the
servants of Christ. Melancholy wrecks
of missionary usefulness ean bLe traced
in part to this cause, and even the
withdrawal of some from the mission-
ary work. Where such extreme re-

. sults have not followed, there has been

a sensitiveness to the praise of men,
an impatience of temper, a weariness
of the work, or a concern for personal
comfort, which would have been looked
upon with equal surprise and grief by
the missionary at an earlier stage of
his course. ‘The intercourse, also, of
missionary families with each other,
especially at a large station, may be
too readily marked by the want of re-
ligious purpose, and too easily degen-
erated into unprofitable common places+
though unsocial, morose, or unbending
severity are no more praiseworthy at
a missionary station than in a home
parsonage. The main and great diffi-
enlty, however, that hinders the growth
of piety everywhere, is not found in
outward circumstances, but in the
heart within. This remains deceitful,
prone to go astray, ready to Le weary
of a self-denying life, craving ease,
longing fur earthly enjoyment. It is
the same evil heart of unbelief after

‘it has crossed the sea; and it will al-

ways be the same, except as Divine
grace renews it, sanctifies it, and fits it
for heaven—thereby best fitting it for
usefulness and happiness among the
heathen.

It were wrong to make the impres-
sion that missionary life possesses no
advantages for the growth of grace in
the heart. ‘The true Christian will
grow in grace and in the knowledge of
Clirist in any and every law(ul calling,
and in any place on the earth; this is
not to be questioned. Moreover, the
calling and duties of a missionary are
in some important respeets fuvourable
to a life of piety. Iis time is wholly
set apart to his great work ; no portion
of it is consumed in providing tho
means of his support, nor is his mind
corroded with anxiety as to * making
the two ends meet;”’ but with a heart
free from care and full of gratitude, he
may give himself up to the work set
Lefore him. In entering on this work
and cuntinuing ia it, he is constantly
reminded of the great grace given unto
him, in making him to differ from the
miscrable heathens aroand him; and
this becomes an affecting motive to
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draw him near the Saviour, and to
muake him faithful in the work to which
he has been ealled. That work itself
exerts an important inflnence on his

piety. It is the work of saving lost
souls. It has to deal chiefly with the

essential truths of the great salvation.
It may lack the variety of study which
the pastoral office in & Christian coun-
try requires, but it will also lack some
of its temptations, And under the
guidance of the Spirit, the missionary’s
instruction and experience as a teacher
of veligion, will tend to promote his
own progress and comfort in the divine
life. Oflten will his thoughts travel
homewards, moreaver, aud always with
the tenderest emotion ; more than ever
will he prize the beloved church whose
servant he is among the heathen ; and
whether he remembters his relatives or
his Christian friends, he will feel him-
self impelled to a high and holy life,
by every tender recollection of their
sympathy and love. Few men are
borue up by so many prayers. Few
men could halt in their Christian
course, and thereby grieve so many
hearts. And what 13 far more, he feels
himself to be in a special sense under
the eve and the arm of the bhlessed
Saviour, according to his promise —
which has a peculiar preciousness to
one whu is literally obeying its corres-
punding  commandment. These arve
huly incentives to u life of piety amonyg
the gospel-needing heathen.

The missionary, like his Christian
brethren at home, is engaged in a war-
fare, encounters temptations, is called to
endure various trinls—sickness, hereave-
ment; and together with these, some
deep sorrows, especially those connect-
ed with the separation of his children
from their home for a season, from
which his brethren in a Christian
Iand are exempted; but he has the
sure promize of grace to help in every
time of need. lle tinds that, with the
grace of God, missionary life and mis-
slonary work are full of blessing to
himself, no less than to others. And
he rejoices to spend and be spent in
this holy service.

Thoughts like these may indicate the
way in which the churches at home
an hest promote the usefulness and
happinesa of missionaries. It is by
praying for them, that they may he
eminent in piety—* full of faith and
of the Iluly Ghost.”?

MISSIONARY ACCEPTED,

At their regalar meeting for April,
the Board accepted, as a missionary,
brother J. Q. A. Ralirer, now a student
at Lewishurg University, Penn,, and
who expects to graduate inJuly.,  DBro.
Rolirer is highly recommended by
Professors Bliss and Curtis, p

Other issions.

AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONA-
RY UNION.
SIAMESE DEPARTMEMT,
Tour—Stute of the Church.

Mr. Ashmore made a tour of eleven
days to the sugar-mills on the Tachiu,
where multitudes of Chinese nre em-
ployed. 1le continued the tour to the
Maklong river, and passed up ahout
two days’ jonrney to Photaram, a large
Chinese settlement.  Mr, Ashmore also
visited Petchaburi. During the year,
Mr. Telford made a tour of thirteen
days on the Tachiv and the Maklung
rivers, visiting the most important
points; also a tour on the Bangplukong,
visiting the Chinese settlements along
its banks. A very profitable tour of
cleven days was thus made. In this

{way the chief points where Chinese

are congregated have been visited and
books distributed.

The statisties of the chureh are aas
follows: baptized, 2; applicants for

baptism, 2; died, 4. Present number,

RANGOON MISSION.

JOURNAL OF MR. STEVENS.

Beautiful Fruits of Christianily.

Proceeding down the Irrawadi, we
next stapped fur half an hoor only, at
Myinka-doung, a Karen village, where
I had been requested to leave au letter.
lere we were refreshed by meeting
with Christinns. We went to the house
of a fine lovking man, whom I at once
suppused to be the preaclier; but when
I was informed to the contrary, I said
he must be the deacon. 1lis whole
bearing was that of a pillar, and his
wife, with an overflowing zeal, seemed
a helper meect for him. His house too,
was altogether in keeping, speaking of
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a generous heart, loving hospitality,and
for commuodiousness far  surpassing
every Burman houre I had yet reen in
Pegu.  Near by, too, was o spacious zi-
yat, with a home-made table for a pul-
pit, where the people of the village and
the vicinity meet weekly to worship
Him who made the earth and the hea-
vens to sing the praises of Christ the
Redeemer, and learns the Llessed gos-
pel of salvation. A modest youny man
was introduced to me ax the preacher,
who during the week lubours with the
rest, and on the Sabbath, endeavors to
edify his brethren.

SHWAYGYEEN MISSION.
LETTER FROM MR. WATROUS.
Return to Shwaygyeen.

Shwayiyeen, Nov. 22, 1858, —After
an absence of geveral months from our
field, we returned on the 16th.

Teleyraph at Slwaygyeen— Durman

Worship Day.

A telegraph office has been erected
at Shwaygzyeen, and we have telegrams
from I'sungoo on the one hand and Run-
goon un the other.,

Saturday last was the full-moon wor-
ship-day of the Burmans. We were
pained to see among the Burmans a
great number of Karens, joining in a
worship =0 contrary to the traditions of
their fathers. I counted sixty Karens
at one time kneeling Lefore the iduls.
The Burmans are zealous to prevent
the Karens from becoming Christians,
and o incline them to their mode of
worship. And the timid Karens are
too ready to listen to their suggestions,

Baptisms.

We had the privilege of baptizing -
Karen converts yesterday, and of cele-
brating the Lord’s Supper. It gives us
great joy to meet agrain with these who
love the Lord Jesus Christ, although
they know but the first rudiments of
Christianity.

TELOOGOO MISSION.

LETTER FROM MR. JEWETT.
Anunnat Review—The Church.

Nellore, Dec. 9, 1858.—At the close
of the Just mission year, the number of
church members reported was thirteen.
The present year we huve received by
baptism thirteen, which would seem to
give us_at this time twenty-six mem-
bers. But this is not the ease; soon
after the commencement of the year
1858, the church was obliged to exclude

two and to suspend a third. One had
been suspended previously; and these
two suspended persons still remain un-
der the censure of the church. We -
think the church remiss in allowing
them to remain for =0 loug a period in
this state, without taking decided mea-
sures. But there nre peculiar reasons
in the cuse of one of the suspended
members, a young man, which have in-
duced the church to wait long for his
return to God and duty.

We have never known a darker pe-
riod than towards the close of the first
half of the mission year. While we
were mourning over our unprofitable-
ness and our leanness, to bring us still
luwer the Lord called away suddenly
our only catechist, Jacoh, who died of
dropsy, March 5. We have felt com-
pelled to repurt in full our apostacies,
our losses, our downfall from highest
hopes, from confidence placed in human
agents into a very low state of self-mor-
tification and despair of help except in
the Lord alone.

FRANCE.
LETTER FROM MR. C .
Annuul Review.

AtV . we have passed a painful
yenr, marked by little progress, and lit-
tle encouragement. We hoped that
several persuns who have attended our
worship for years, would have heen
baptized ; but not one has offered him-
self. I have been able, howerer, to
visit several families which have listen-
ed to me attentively and received tracts
with pleasure. I hope God will not
suifer the word to return to Ilim void,
and without having accomplished the
effects whereunto Ie has sent it.

Our friends are veay zealous. They
have even made effurts in their pover-
ty, and have given 152 francs for the
work of the mission. Two of our mem-
bers have died, and we have received
two by letter; consequently cur num-
ber is 27, us last year. We need the
encouragement to be derived from the
Divine blessing. We beg our brethren
to pray for us, and to sustain us by
their Christian sympathy.

LETTER FROM MR. L——.
The Cause at C- .

AtC and elsewhere, we have had
many occasions of spiritual refreshment, .
and seven persons, having made a sat-
iafuctory confession of their faith, have
joined the church. Our Sabbath schools
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have advanced, and our associations of
young people have assisted me as far as
they have been able.

The members of my church are seat-
tered throngh twenty-one different pla-
ces. They numberinall 96. Two have
been adided by letter, and one has heen
exclnded. We have eighteen candi-
dates fur baptism, and about ninety per-
sons well dispused. 'The church has
contributed 3067 franes 87 centimes,
which are designated as follows: for
the mission, 97fr. 52¢. ; for the poor,
154fr, 35¢.; for the repairs of the church
edifice, 110fr. -

LETTER FROM MR. B——,
Churches of L——, A , and D

The Lord has heen with us and has
done us good. e have not been per-
mitted to see thousands or even hun-
dreds of sinners converted. The king-
dom of God contes not among us with
observation. Still, when we consider
that a single sonl is worth more than
worlds, we ought to rejoice and bless
Guod that the churches of L—— and
D have heen permitted to receive
by baptism fifteen souls, who have pass-
ed from death unto life. Let us be
erateful for such a blessing, and bLless
Ilim who has shed upon us his Spirit.

Last year the church of D num-
bered thirty members. Five new mem
bers have been added by baptism ; two
have heen recommended to the church
at L ; onc has died. Consequently
there arent D thirty-two men:bers,
besides three at O——; total, 35.

This church has contributed 120frs.,
of which 40 francs are for missions,

The churches of L and A
numbered together last year 100 mem-
bers. Ten have been baptized, and two
added Ly letter. Total, 112, Emigra-
ted to the United Srates, eleven ; died,
three. Present number, 98.

These churches have given for the
poor. for the chapel and other expenses
746fr, 50,, for missions 187fr. Total,
933fr. 50c.

LETTER FROM MR.
Church at I .

We have cause to render thanks to
God for the hlessings He has granted us
in our difficult field of labor, During
the year, we have received seven by
baptism, We bave several candidates
for baptism, and are in communication

D—.

truth, and our meetings are generally
well attended.—Miss. Muy,

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMIS-
SIONS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

LATEST INTELLIGENCE,

Ahmednuyger —Mr.Ballantine wrote
January 7, communicating pleasant in-
tellizence. Ile says:

Last Sabbath seven persons were re-
ceived to the first church of Ahmed-
nugger. Of these, twonre wirls belong-
ing to Mrs. Ballantine’s school, and one
isa boy in the school for catechists,
He is only eleven yearsold, hut fur sev-
eral months he has exhibited good evi-
dence that he loves the truth.

Guboon.—Mr. Bushnell wrote Nov.

The religious interest mentioned inn
former letter still coutinues.  Our con-
gregations are large, and the truth is
lisiened to with attention and solemni-
ty. A numberof individuals seem to be
secking the Lurd in earnest; and a few
of the number are indulging the hope
that they have passed from death unto
life. Education is beginning to be bet-
ter appreciated, and frequently we have
to reject npplicants who desire to enter
our boarding school, as the funds of the
mission confine us to a limited number
of pupils. ‘The boys and girls who are
pupils in the school, have each a week-
ly prayer meeting, in which they are
becoming much interested. 1 havealso
recently established a Bible class, for
the young men residing in the towna
who have furmerly been connected with
our schools, and can read the Euglish
languagze. Itis nowattended by fifteen,
and promises much poud.

Bat notwithstanding these encour-
agements, the opposition influences to
the gospel are numerous, subtle, and
strong.

Zulus,—Mr. Wilder, writing to the
Treasurer, November 1, says: * Never
were more rapid advances made in civ-
ilization amongst the natives of Natal
than now, and never have our prospects
been brighter fur the triumph of the
gospel.”

Choctaws.—Mr.Ilotchkin writes from
Living Land, January 31: “ We had
quite an interesting meeting yesterday
at Chishoktak. T'wo were received to

with o eousiderable number of Roman : the ehurch and four came forward to
Catholics who appear to hunger for the ' the anxious seat. On the Oth of Junu-
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ary, three persons were received to this
church., This is, to us, cheering evi-
dence that the Holy Spirit is still with
us.  Mrs. IHotehkin has a school of
twenty-cight scholurs this winter.””

Miss. Herald.

 SELECTIONS.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Why is so small a sum of money
raised every year fur benevolent pur-
puses?  ‘T'he first cause is that brethren
Lbegin too late. and the second cause
that many brethren are not present
when the money is raised.  Some
churches will give me nothing because
they choose to give through the Associ-
ation or the Convention. If I go to
the Association or Convention, 1 find
them giving nothing, or if they do give,
it is a very small amount.  Ask a man
sometimes worth 310, $15, or $20,000,
be tells you he gives through his church.
Ask him how much his c¢hurch gives,
and the amount i3 perhaps $10. ‘Thus
churches are giving what iudiciduals
should give, Associntions are giving
what churches should give, and Con-
ventions are giving what Associations
should give. On Saturdayof the month-
Iy meeting befure the the Asociationina
very busy season when rery, very fetw
are present, the claims are presented
and nothing iz raised. The net is
thrown out to eateh fish when no fish is
there. Consequently mothing ecaught.
At the meeting before the Convention
people are very busy plowing wheat,
JSew, very few are present and nothing
1s done.

Again, nothing is done because it
was not done at the right time. The
man who begins to plant corn or tobac-
co in July or August will certainly fail.
But to ruin every thing is to send round
the hat, instead of subscriptions, for
many who are worth thousands may
give only 5 cents. .

Ilave subscriptions, begin in March or
April, and present the subscriptions to
every member and friend of the church
payable nt the meeting either before
the Association or Convention. Have
four columns to represent Iome Mis-
gions, Forcign Missions, the Bible and
Eduecation,

For every deacon there should be a
rentleman, a married Indy, and a single
ﬁuly each with subseriptions fur the
above oljects. When Carthage was
about to fall, the women made bow

strings of their fine curls to save their
country. In the Revolution they had
subscriptions and sewing societies to
carry on the war. Inthe time of Christ
they were active in benevolence. Why
should they now be dead capital in the
church when a world is exposed to eter-
nal ruin? E. DODSON.
Bib. Recorder.

SHALL I BE ONE OF THEM?
How divinely full of glory and pleas-
sure shall that hour be, when =all the
| millions of mankind that have been re-
| deemed by the blood of the Lamb of
" God shall meect together and stand
around Him, with every tongue and
every heart full of joy and praise!-—
i How astonishing will be the glory and
the joy of that day, when all the saints
shall join together in one common song
of gratitude and love, and of everlast-
ing thankfulness to their Redeemer!—
With what unknown delight and inex-
pressible satisfuction shall all that are
saved from the ruins of sin and hell ad-
dress the Lamb that was slain, and re-
joiee in his presence 2—Dr. Walls.

STEP BY STEP.
‘The steps of a zood man are ordered by
the Lord.—Ps. 37: 23.

Iere it i3 not said, the svhole course
of life—the commencement, outline and
issue, of a good man’s pathway—Dbut
his steps are ordered. This is the les-
son of our childhood, but it is one we
daily need in the riper years of our
spiritual life.  Are we not continually
saying in our hearts, *Oh, if I could
but see the end of this trying dispensa-’
tion, I should not so much mind the im-
mediate suffering; but I know not how
long it may last, or what will be the re-
sult: I could well bear doubt and dark-
ness for a few weeks, if I were sure that
then all would be certainly sanshine 2"
O believer, whence these misgivings?
You confess that at present, according
to the faithful promise, you are not
tempted or tried above what you are
ableto bear. That confession will prove
the germ of assurance in the soil of
faith., What have you to do with the
morrow? the morrow shall take thought
for the things of itself. Do not even
during one haif hour, burden yourself
with the anxieties of the next. The
Lord will have his children go step by
step. And be of good comfort ; every
step is ordered, and every step nearer
home.

315
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POETRY.

NOT SEEING, BUT BELIEVING.

“ Thomas, because thou hast seen me thou hast believed: blessed are they.
that have not seen, and yet have believed.”

IWe snw Thee not, when Thou didst tread,
0, Saviuur, this our sinful earth ;
Nor heard thy voice restire the dead,
e And waken them to second birth:
Yet we believe that Thou didst come,
Aund quit for us thy glorisus hume.

We were not with the faith(ul few
Who stood thy bitter cross around ;
Nor heard thy prayer fur thuse who slew;
Nor felt that earthquake rock the ground;
We =aw no spear-wound pierce thy side;
But we believe that Thou hast died.

.

No angel’s message met our ear

Oa that first, glorious Easter-day ;
“‘I'ne Lord is risen, He is here—

Come, see the place where Jesus lay ;”
But we believe that Thou didst quell
The banded powers of Death nnd 1ell.

We saw Thee not return on high:
And now, our longing sight to bless,
No ray of glory from the sky
Shines down upon our wihlerness;
But we believe that Thou are there,
And seek Thee, Lord, in praise and prayer.

Anon.

THE RESTING PLACE.

o Shed not a tear for me,
4 0O, weep not that 1 die!
I am where I now would be—
In perfect peace I lie.
A Refuge I have fuund through grace,
And Jesus is my resting place.

The storms of life are o’er, s
The conflicts now shall cease,
Doubts interpnse no more,
Now I bave perfect peace. -
This Refuge I have tbund through grace, RS
And Jesus is my resting place. ’
,

Iis precious Lblood was shed
Sin’s dendly wound to heal ;
To that full foantain led,
Ilis perfect peace I feel.
A Refuge I have found through grace,
Aund Jesus is my resting place.
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Naught else have I to plead, s

No other clnim to show; :

In Christ iz all I need, .
His perfect love I know.,

This Refuge I have found through grace,
And Jesus is my resting place.

No painful doubts annoy— RGN
Jusus is ever nigh s
No fears disturh my joy,
In perfect peace 1 die.
This Refuge 1 have found through grace,
And Jesus is my resting place.

.

Shed not a tear for me,
Weep not that I um gone—
I a2 where I now waould e,
Befure mny Father's throne.
That Refuge I bave found through grace,

e Jesus is still my resting place,
Central Presbylerian.

FAITIL

Although the Isrd is ever ready to
satisly our real wants, and to impart to
us all the knowledge we really need.
e will not satisfy the idle curiosity
and vain aspirings of our intellect.—
OQur faith is more precious in llis eyes
than our knowledge. By being left
unacquainted with the recrets of the
Divine wisdom in some things, we are
in the better position for glovifying Ilis
wisdom in all things. 1€ we cannot
see the reason of Ilis doings, we are
yet ennbled, from what we do know, to
conclude that the Lord is boly in all
Hix ways, and righteous in all 1lis
works; and in this confidence ean rest
content, happy, waiting in the posture
that best becomes a believer, and which
honours Him more than any amount of
knuwledge of His high recrers, which
He could bestow upon us,.—Kitlo,

SYDNEY SMITII ON ENJOY-
MEN'T.

Mankind are always happier for hav-
ing been happy—so that it you make
thew happy now, you make them happy
twenty years hence by the memory of
it. A childhond passed with a due
mixture of rational indulzence, under
fond and wise parents, diffuses over the
whole of life a feeling of caln pleasure,
and in extreme old age iz the very laxt
remem srance which time ean erase
from the mind of man, No enjoy.
ment, however inconsideralle, ix con-
fined to the present mowent. A man

is the happier for life from having once
made an agreeable tour, or lived for
any lenuth of time with pleasant peo-
ple, or enjoyed any considerable inter-
ral of innocent pleasure, which con-
tributes 10 render old men so inatten-
tive to the scenes hefore them, and car-
rie< them back to 2 world that is past
wnd to scenes mnever to be removed
again,

NOT TOO LARGE A GIFT.

A pious mother, who dearly loved an
affectionate und dutiful son, called hy
the Lord to go furth in his service as a
missionary to Africa, was much afraid
that when the time fur his departure
should arrive, »he should be quite uver-
come by her feelings, and ueedlessly
distress her som by her tears. She
prayed that Gad would strengthen her
againet the time of wrial, and support
her when =he Lhad to Lid him the final
farewell. ller prayer was answered
she sceompanied him to the railway
station and 1o the curringe, aud there,
witheut shedding a single tear Lefore
him, took a most affectionate leave of
him, uttering, ax her last address to
him, the sulemn words—s*Joseph, m
sun, be thou fuithful unto death !””

Afriean fever within a year brought
him to the prave, The pastor of her
parish had the painful duty of break-
ing to her the mournful intelligence.—
le thus desceribes, in aletter to a friend,
the affecidayg sceme which then oc-
curred:
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¢ Calling at the house, I found his
mother alone. She had receivéd no
letter. She interpreted my looks in a
moment: “Is Joseph dead ?”’ *‘Jo-
seph, thy son, iz yet alive: he is in
heuven; he is with his Saviour.” She
covered her fuce with her hands and
garments, and learned over the table
on which her work lay. Sobs and sighs
were interrupted with the prayers,
* Let me not murmur at thy dispensa-
tions;” “Give me submission;” *“What
Thou doest, must be good and right.”’
I endeavored to comfort her. I spoke
of Jesus. I asked, was Ile not worthy
for whom she should give up her first-
born? I hope I ehall never forget her
reply:

«\Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small,
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all !

This pious mother has another son,
now sixteen years of age, and very
like his brother, whom she is quite
ready to give up to the wark of a mis-
_siunary, if the Lord ealls him to go
forth in his service to Africa.

PRAYER.

There is much in all prayer that
passes our understanding. 1t is the
meeting-point of the seen and unseen.
It is the vorder land between earth and
heaven. It is the contact and commu-
nion of finite Leings with the Infinite.
What wonder any analysis cf ours
should fail to unwind all its mysteries,
and explain all its divine econoiny ? 1t
is enough that wherever religious wis-
dom has opened its lips to teach any-
thing, it has taught this; enough that
the great body of believing men since
.Christ, if we may notsaysince the begin
ing, have proved it; that all revelation,
calmly, as by prophetie, unanxiqus, as-
sured authority, promises especial bless-
ings to it; enough that Christ by his
example and by his lessuns enjoins it:
1t two of you on earth shall agree as
touching any thing that they shall ask,
it shall be done fur them.’” “For
where two or threeare gathered together
in my name, there am I in the midst of
them.”—Home and Foreign Lecord.

Frienpsuip.—A friend is a person
_with whom I may be sincere. Befure
him I may think aloud.—FEmerson.

IHOW IT STRIKES AN INDIAN.

Mr. J. B. Jones, missionary among
the Cherokees, writes that a speeinl
prayer-mecting was held at several
of the native churches simultaneously
with the last anniversary of the Mis-
sionary Union. At one of those meet-
ings Mr. Junes explained the ohject fur
which the missionary Union was or-
ganized, and spoke’ot the origin of the
missionury enterprize in America; of
Judson and his companions, laying
themselves, soul and budy, on the mis-
sionary altar; and of the cunsequent
orgamzation of the American Board,
and afterwards of the Baptiss Trienni-
al Convention. The history seemed of
make a deep impression on them,

Onec man arose and said, “ When I
hear of such work as that, I do not
secm to mysell to be a Christian at all,
When I hear of six young men, willing
to leave home and friends and country
and go far off among a different people,
into the darkness of ignorant nations,—
willing to face death by disease, or by
the hand of the heathen, and hegging
the churches to send them there;—
when I hear of them doing all this,
because they loved Christ, and because
they loved the souls of men, I do not
seem to wmyself to be a Cliristiun at all,
or ever to have done anything for
Christ. I determine now to do more
for God than I have ever done. When
work for God is to be done, I will never
again say, ‘I am poor,””’ (though he is
very pour.) He said more; but, a8 he
said these last words, his voize faltered
with emotion and tears stood in his
eyes. Ile closed with the words, *Let
us pray.” We all prayed together to
the God of Missions.—Mucedonian.

WIERE IS IEAVEN?

Plato points to the snowy summits of
old Olympus, and says, It is there.
Swedenborg beholds spiritunl presen-
ces in all space. and says, M's every-
where. Wordsworth lives azain through
his youth, and replies, **leaven lies
above us in our infaney.” Sage, theo-
logian, and poet, I turn from you and
ask the little blind girl, and she replies,
Heaven ts where God is.

FRUITS O MISSIONARY LABOR.

We have, as the fruits of missionary
Inbor in Southern India, and the entire
island of Ceylon :

1. More than one hundred thousand
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persons who have abandoned idulatry,
and are gathered into congregations
receiving Christinn instruction.

2. More than sixty-five thousand who
have been baptised into the name of
Christ, and have thus publicly maule
profession of their Christian disciple-
ship.

3. More than fifteen thousand who
have been received as communicants, in
the belief that they are the sincere and
faithful disciples o’ Christ,

4. More than five hundred natives,
exclusive of schoolmasters, who are em-
ployed as Christiun teachers of their
countrymen, and who are senerally de-
voted nnd successful in their work.

5. Mure than forty-one thousand boys
in the mission schools, learning to rend
and understund the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make them wise unto
salvation.

6. More than eleven thousand girls,
rescued from that gross ignorance and
deep degradation to which so many
millions of their sex in India seem to
be hopelessly condemned.

Looking at these leading results, may
we not excluim, ¢ What God hath
wrought!?”  Surely, *“this is the finger
of God!”* Ilere are the palpable evi-
dences of the Divine power of the gos-
pel—evidences which are yet destined
to constrain many a heathen to aban-
don his idols, and turn to the npow
despised and hated name of Jesus,

[ Stutement of Misstonaries.

From the Child's Paper.
I DIDN’T TIIINK.

se I didn’t think,” said a little Loy to
his mother, as she reproved him for
using a bad word, for which she had
corrected him before. 1lundreds of lit-
tle boys and girls, perhaps, have said
the same thing, I didw’tthink!’  But
it is no trifle to do things without tink-
ing ; it is evidence of leedlessness, es-
pecially when children repeat the acts
for which they have been rebuked.
Just think of it: your futher or mother
forbids you to do a certain act, and yet
you do 1t without thinking! So little
regard for your parents’ counsels, that
you even forget their reproofs.
Suppose you grow up and become
men and women with this, s 1 didn’t
think ” habit really formed. What
blunders you would” make. What er-
rors and sins would mar your charac-
ter! 'That young buok-keeper in Bus-

ton who pocketed his employer’s money,
“ didn’t think ”’ of theconsequences to
himself and family, e *“didn’t think”’
about the shame und disgrace for life
that would follow, nor about the gloomy
prison, and heart-broken wife, and
aged parents going down with sorrow
to the grave. If hie had been thought-
ful enough to have weighed the conse-
quencs, he might have remained honest.
And especinlly might this have been
the cawe, if he had thought of God, and
the future judgment, where his sin
would surely find him ougt, if it did not
before. But alas, he thought too late.
No doubt he was one of the I didn’t
think”” boys in his youth, and this
habit of thoughtlessness ruined him in

manhoud, and brought him to prison.
T.

PERSECUTION.

Philip 1L, when a victim of the in-
quisition on his way to the stake said
to him, “Can your majesty attend in
person to sce your innocent suljects
burnt before your eyes?”’ replied, * If
it were my own son I would bring the
wood to burn him, and he were such a
wretch as thou art,”  On another occa-
sion, to justify the autos-de-fe, e said,
“ Better not to reign at all than to
reign over heretics.”

-

BOOK NOTIGES.

The Losing and Tuking of Mansoul, or
Lectures on the Holy War. By Ar-
rrep S. Patron, A. M. &c. New
York: Sheldon & Company.

When a boy we read Bunyan's im-
mortal Alegories, Pilgrims’ Progress
and The [Holy War, with wonder and
admiration. They seemed to us to be
veritable histories of actual personages,
while, nt the <ame time, as we can well
remember, they stirred the depths of
vur religious feelings as no other books
had ever done. We thought the Pil-
grim the better wurk of the two—at
least it interested us most. In the judg-
ment of childboud, that of sur maturer
years ngrees, Pilgrim’s Progress is
without a compeer of its kind.” But if
Bunyan had not written that book, we
should then think The IInly War the
best religious alegory known to us. We
are glad to see thix atrempt to commend
it to the attention of the Christian pub-
lic. The lectures of Mr. Patton are
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earnest, and perspicuons, and harmo-
nize well with the spirit and meaning
of the hook on which he comments.—
We shuuld he glad to know thas it cir-
culates freely.

The Baptist Church Directory. A suide
to the doctrines and dizeipline. offi-
cers aml ordinances, principles and
practices of Baptist churehes,  Em-
hracing a eoncise view of the ques-
tiona of Baptism and communion.
By Epwarp I lliscock, D.D,, Pastor
of Stantan St Baptist Chuarch. New
York : Same publishers.

Muttum in Parro. We have herea
small book of 287 pages, in which are
clustered namerous subljects, each of
which has caused volumes to bLe writ-
ten.  But just such an epitome of our
chureh polity, &e., has been felt to hea
desideratum, to supply which varions
attempts have been made. We have
not heen able to give a thorongh exam-
inarion to thix wark, but so far as we
can judge from a partial one, we think
it well executred, and well adapted for
usefulness. With every opinion advan.
cel by the author we do nat agree. But
this we hardly expect to be able to do
with any author, treating so great a
rariery of topics,  The ouly error, ax
we conceive ity which we ean now ne-
tice, is expressed on page 68, in the ful-
lowing language—** A man’s anthority
to preach the gespel and administer the
ordinances, comes from Gl directly
aud anly  Now we think that antlhor-
ity in these respects, especially the lat-
ter, while it comes from Gad, comes
throngh the churches.  God hath set
ministers in the churches, not upart
from them and independently of them.
The right of a man to preach, and hi<
duty to preach, may depend upon no-
thing more than an internal eall from
Gad.  But hix anthority to preach and
to administer ordinanees refers to off
cial stunding, and has respect, as o mat-
ter of course to the =ociety of which he
is an ofticer.  We ¢an venture to recom-
mend the bouk to all in nead of such a
directory—that is to all—Dbaptists and
pedobaprists,

Fur these haoks we are indelted to
the gentlemanly and kind publishers.
through ‘I J. Starke of this city, of
whom they can be had,

The Suthern Baptist Review, for Jun-
aary, March, 1859, wwashville, Tenn.,
Graves, Marks & Ca,

A few Nos, of this Review found their

way to our table some year or more
stnce. It then ceased to visit us, We
again extend toitour friendly greeting,
It is ably conducted. It is lurgely de-
voted to the discussion of denomina-
tional topies and the maintenance of the
peculiar views called ** Old Lund Murk”
and * Millenarian.’””  "T'o this we do not
ohject ; but we would be glud that there
were rather less of the belicose in its
spirit.  We give the tuble of contents.

L. The Antiquity of the Baptista— A
translation of Ypeij and  Dermant’s
Sketch of the Duteh Baptists, ‘I, W.
Tobey, Sumterville, Alu. 11, Exposi-
tion of the Parable of the Ten Virging,

Original, NI Review of Dugyea
Church Order. J. M. P>, IV. Review

of Crowell’s Churchi Manaal, Georgin,
V. Nutes on Revelation. G, 11, Orchand,
England. VI, Testimony of Assyrian
luscriptions. Bib, Saern. - VIL Church
Unity. J. W McCown, Va. VIHIL
Prospects of Christ’s Kingdom. Review
oft Editorial Articles in Baptist Fumily
Magazive. J. R. G, IX. Introduction
to the Book of Job, Conant. X. No-
tices of New Publications, XI. An-
nouncement of New Buoks,

The S.uthern Psalmist. Edited hy J. R,
Gaaves, Editorof the Tennessce Bap-
tist, and J. M. PexprLeToN, Professor
Theol. Union Uuniversity, Murfrecs-
bora, Tenn., Nashville Sauthwestern
Publiahing House, Graves, Marks &
Co., Nashville, Tenn.

We think this a good selection of
Iy mns, but do nat perceive that it has
any special excellency. Ounly one pe-
culiarity strikes us. “The Hymus are
ranged under the title Praphetic Evems,
seem to have hieen thus compiled to fa-
vur the peculiur Mellenial views of one
—1t may be buth—of the compilers.

Southern Literary Messenger, for March,
Jxo, R Tuoupeson, Blitor.  Macfur-
lane & Fergusson, Richmand, Va,

CoxtENTs.—Religiona Novels, To One
I Lowved, Old William and Mary, Sketch-
»s of Distingnished Orators, A New
Year’s Wish, Selections and Excerpts
from the Lee Papers. Good-Night, The
Ancient Bullads of Perey and Douglas
and Chevy-Chase, Our PrecivusDatling,
In the City, Despair, Aeross the Strect,
Catherine of Rusain, Waman’s Grace,
Editer’s Talble and Notices of New
Books.
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Missionaries of the Board in China and Yoruba, with their Address.

Rev. M. T. Yates and Lapny. (Now in this country.) 1
“ AL B, Cananiss, ¢ ) Siaxcuay, CoiNa,
¢ T, P. Crawrorp, ¢ (Now in this country.) ! Overland, via Southamp-
« J. L. HouMes, e ' ton.
o J B, HawtweLL, ¢ Postage, 33 cts.
Dr. G. W. Burrox, s
Rev. C. W. Garrrarp, and Labpy, Macao, Curxa, Orverland, via. S. ITampton.
“ R. 1. Graves, Postage 33 cts.
« J. M. Hauwpex, Lacos, West Africa.  Postage 45. .
“ AL DL Punaes, IsavE, eare of J. M. ITarden, Lagos.
« A.T. Rem, OcnoMISIHAW, ¢ o
s« LW, Priest and Labr, ABBEOKUTA, ¢ “

« Wy, 1. Crarkg, (now in this Country.)
« S. Y, I'mivsrLe axp Lapy, (now in this Country.)
s« J. H. Casox axp Lapy, (now in this Country.)

Agents for the Foreign Mission Board-

Rev. Geonrge Peanrcy, Virginia. Rev. D. G. Daxigr, Georgia.
« FErias Doosox, North Carolina. « R. L. Tucnyay, Kentucky.
« W, B. Jouxssox, D.D., South Carolina. + R. G. KiysroucH, Tennessee.

« 8, A. Ceearin, Alabama. '
&5~ All Baptist Ministers are requested to act as Agents.~G3l




THE COMFEIISSIOR.

A Missionary Magazine, published monthly by the Board of "Foreign
AMissions of the Southern Baptist Convention, :
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA.
TrryMs.—One copy, per annum, §1 in advance.
Any person sending the names of five subsecribers, with the money,
(85,) shall receive a sixth copy free for one year.
A= Address, “THE COMMISSION,” Box 283, Richmond, Va.
FloIE AND FOREIGHN JOURMNAL,
This paper is published monthly, on the following terms:—always
in advance.

Single copies, per annum, - - - - - 25 centg,
Five copies, per annum, when sent to one person, - 81 00
Twelve copies, per annum, when sent to one person, - - 200
Thirty copies, - - - - - - - - 500
One hundred copies, - - - - - - 15 00. -

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BOARDS. .

Communications relating to the general business of the Jorecign

Mission Board, may be addressed to )
) JaMEs B. Tayror, or :
A. M. PoixpExrER, Cor. Secretaries.”
Lichmond, Va.

Communications enclosing donations, or relating to the financial

department, may be addressed to
Epwix Wortnay, Zreasurer,
Richmond, Va.

LETTERS TO THE MISSIONARIES IN CHINA, may be sent by overland
from any post-office in the United States, the postage being pre-paid.
- To Shanghai or Canton, for each letter not exceeding in weight half an
ounce, the postage will be forty-five cents. Every letter should be
superseribed, ‘¢ via Southampton,” to prevent increased postage by bein
sent through France. Letters:for Central Africa should be directed to
the care of Rev. J. M. Harden, Lagos, West Africa, and pre-paid.
They may be sent thus from any post-office in the States, and it pre-
vents delay and saves postage to send them in this way, rather than to.
the care of any person in.Richmond or New York.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE DOMESTIC BOARD.

Communications relating to the general business of the Domestic Mission Board
.may be addressed to ‘
. Russer Horwax, Cor. Secretary, Marion, Ala.
Communications enclosing donations, or relating to the financial department,
may be addressed to
N W. IlorNBUCKLE, Treasurer, Murion, Ala,
CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BIBLE BOARD.

All communications on the subject of ITome arid Foreign Bible Distribution must
be addressed to
o E. P. WavroN, Cor. Secrciary, Nashville, Tenn,
Communications enclosing donations, or relating to the financial department, may
be addresseéd to

I 7 R C. A. FoLrer, Tredsurer, Nashrille, Tenn.
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