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PLAIN QUESTIONS FORENLIGHT-
ENED CONSCIENCES.

Can he be a Christian who does not
love Christ supremely?

No doubt overy one who casts an eye
on the above inquiry, will at once say,
Why ask a question which has been ex-
plicitly and emphatically answered by
Christ himself, whose authority we all
admit?

It would indeed be useless to ask it
with a view to obtain any other answer
than that already given; but as sugges-
tive of another question, viz. Do I love
Christ supremely ? it ought to be asked
by every one who claims to be a Chris-
tian, until, like Peter, he can with con-
fidence appeal to the searcher of hearts
and say, ** Yea Lord, thou knowest all
things, thou knowest that I love thee.”
But Peter’s confidence was based on
evidence. e had left all to follow
Christ, and his settled purpose was still
to follow him. And every one who
would have Peter’s confidence must ob-
tain it in the same way,—Dby giving up
all and following Christ. On no other
condition can any man become a disci-
ple, or maintain the evidence that he is
one. Ilere thenis a practical test by
which we may know that we love Christ
better than all things else, when we
forsake all things for Ilim.

It may not, indeed, be the duty of
every one actually to give away all his
possessions, for these may be his chief
talent, for the improvement of which he
will bellg)eld responsible, and by retain-
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ing which he can most successfuily pro-
mote the cause of Christ and give most
convincing evidence that he loves Him
more than these. He must howerver
hold his possessions as though he pos-
sessed them not: that is, he must hold
them like himself, entirely subject to the
will of Christ; hold them not to foster
his pride and vanity, or even to promote
his own ease and comfort, but to honor
the Lord Jesus Christ and to proniote
his cause. For he is but a steward of
Christ, and he has no more right to de-
vote his master’s goods to the promotion
of his own pleasure, ease, or comfort,
than the steward of a man has to do the
same; nor has he any more right to
withhold when the honor of Christ or
the good of his cause may be promoted
by giving, than such a steward has to
decline honoring the draft of his mas-
ter, when he has his master’s funds in
hand.

A steward who should act thus,
would not only prove himself an un-
faithful steward, but would also show a
total want of respect, not to say love,
for his master. So the Christian who
fails to respond liberally (according to
his ability) to every acknowledged call,
of the Master, not only gives evidence
of unfaithfulness as a steward, but also:
affords strong presumption, if not proof;:
that he loves his money better than he
does his Master. If it be the duty of &

Christian to hold his possessions subject =~ = '~

to the will of the Lord Jesus Christ,

‘and.diligently to improve them, that he
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may have the means of giving to every
worthy cause, can he innocently pass
these possessions into the hands of un-
christian heirs who already have more
than a competency, and who will ecer-
tainly employ them to maintain a round
of extravagant follies, or hoard themup
to rust and canker, where they can no
more, for the time at least, honor God
or bless mankind than if they wera con-
sumed by fire or buried in the ocean?
Does not the man, who deliberately and
in his right mind, wills away his whole
property, under the above circumstan-
ces, give evidence that he loves his chil-
dren, or perhaps his more distant kin-
dred better than he does his Saviour?

Can he, who does not give even a
tithe of his nett income to the cause of
benevolence and who consequently im-
poses no sacrifice or self-denial on him-
self or his family by giving, say with a
good conscience, as did Peter, *‘Beho'd
we have forsaken all and followed thee!”
If not, can he have the evidence thathe
is a Christian; since Christ has said,
“whosoever he be of you that forsaketh
not all that he hath, he cannot be my
disciple 2”7

These are important question in which
every one, who uspires to the sublime
hopes of the christian, is vitally inter-
ested. And happy is ke who, with the
plain declarations of scripture before
him, can with humble, yet assured con-
fidence, appeal to the Saviour and say,
“ Lord thou knowest all things, thou
knowest that I love thee.”

He who can do this is a christian, and
though it may have cost him the loss of
all things to obtain this confidence, yet
is he an infinite gainer thereby. In-
stead of a child of wrath which he
once was, he is now a child of God.
And if a child, then an heir, an heir of
God aund a joint heir with Christ. Who
will dare say that a position so exalted
and a privilege so priceless is dearly
purchased at the sacrifice of all earthly

pleasures, possessions and prospects.
‘ A. M.

THE GOSPEL IN BURMAIL

The work with the above title, by
Mrs. Macleod Wylie, is a volume of in-
tensely interesting character. It con-
tains a condensed narvative of the
planting and progress of the American
Baptist Mission in Burmab, both among .
the Burmese and the Karens. The au-
thor is an English lady, but she shows
herself capable of appreciating the
character and labors of her American
brethren and sisters. Iler heart evi-
dently sympathizes with them and the
good work, the progress of which she
records.

We do not design a review of this
work, but simply to eall attention to
some of its facts, and thus to seek =so to
interest the readers of the Commission
as to induce them to procure and read
it for themselves.

The following is the opening para-
graph of the introductory chapter. (See
p-7.)

¢ The idea suggested by the New Tes-
tament, of a Misston to the heathen, has
been in a remarkable degree realized by
the AMERrIcan MissioN to Bunrmam.
Commenced in faith; unaided by wealth
or-wordly power ; achievingits choicest
victories, as well among the specalative
Burmans as the unsophisticated Karens,
by the simple preaching of the Guspel,-
and that mainly by native evangelists ;-
Llessed in its progress by a successiun
of faithful believers, who patiently ful-
filled their course, not counting their
lives dear unto them ; exerting a wide
influence through the whole Christian
Church by the example and the memo-
ry of its labors and its success; this
Mission has specinl claims to the sym-
pathies and the love of the whole house-
hold of fuith.”

Every Christian heartacquainted with
the history of the Burman Mission will
respond to this statement. It forms one
of the brightest pages in the record of
modern evangelization. But let us con-
trast the present state of the mission
with its early condition.

The English Baptist Missionaries at
Serampore sought as early as 1807, to
establish a mission in Burmah, but with
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go little success that, when in 1813, they
relinquished the enterprise this is about
all that could be said of their cfforts:

“Though nothing appears to have been
effected in the way of conversion by
the persons sent out from Serampore,
the translations which they made of cer-
tain parts of the Holy Scriptures, and
the compilation of a grammar of the
Burman language, by Mr. F. Carey,
would no doubt, render the most import-
ant service to their suceessors, and itis
hoped, to the natives themselves at a
future perind. Wae dare not, therefore,
say that either their time or the money
of the society to which they belonged
was spent in vain.” (Smith & Choules’
His. of Miss. vol. 1—p 272.)

Mr. and Mrs. Judson, Luther Rice
and others, members of Congregational
Churches, sailed from the United States
for India, as the first missionaries sent
out from this country to u heathen land.
They went under the patronage of the
American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions, which had been orig-
inated in consequence of the carnest
appeals of some of themselves. It was
the commencement of a new era in the
cause of Christ in America, an era
fraught with rich and inealeulable bles-
sings to Christians and churches at
home, and the heathen world as well.
Never was more signally verified the
truth,‘ ¢ 1Ie that <wwatereth shall be wa-
tered also himself,”” than in the reflex
influence of missions to the heathen,
upon the churches of the United States.

During the voyage to India, Mr. Jud-
son and Mr, Rice, though sailing in dif-
ferent vessels, both became interested on
the subject of baptism, and their in-
quires led to a change of views. They
were baptized in Calcutta by the En-
glish Baptist missionaries. Mrs. Jud-
son was led, by finding that her hus-
band was in difficulty on the subject, at
first stoutly to oppose any change of
views—saying if he became a Baptist
she would not—but subsequently, by an
anxious examination of the questions
involved, she also, became a Baptist.

Thus were these three separated from
their associate missionaries, and from
the society at home on which they bad
relied for support. They had no ae-
quaintance with the Baptists of Ameri-
ca. The little they had heard of them
was altogether unfavorable. Bat they
determined to obey Christ, and trust
themselves to his protection.. Whatan
example of Christian heroism. We
doubt if any event in the life of these
devoted followers of Christ exceeds in’
this respect, the moral sublimity of their
baptism. We can but regret that the
author of “ I'he Gospel in Burmah’” has
not brought into greater prominence,
this change of the views and church re-
lations of ‘ Burmah’s great Apostle,”
and his faithful co-laborer. The only
distinet notice which we find of the fuct
is on page 295. ‘'When Dr. Judson
was at Serampore in 1811, he adopted.
the sentiments of the Baptist charches,
and bis connection with the Board of
Commissioners for Foreign Missions ter-
minated. Ile wentforward to Burmah,
not knowing whether the Buptists in
America would form a missionary so-
ciety or not. The Serampore mission-
aries, however, supported him, and ere
long the American Baptist Missionary
Union was established.”

Judson arrived in Rangoon July 13th,
1813. Ie toiled on alune, until, in 1816,
My, and Mrs. Iough joined the mission.
As yet no impression appeared to have
been made upon the natives. Six years
of labor by Felix Carey and his asso-
cintes, and three by Judson and his de-
voted wife had only resulted in the ac-
quisition of sume knowledge of the {an.
guage, printing a few books and endea
vours, without visible effeet, to teach the
natives the truth. Shortly after the ar-
rival of Mr. Hough, Judson wrote to
Luther Rice: ‘

“If any ask what sucecess I meet with
among the natives, tell them to look at
Otaheite, where the missionaries Inbor~
ed nearly twenty years, and not meet-
ing with the slightest success, began
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to be neglected by all the Christian
world, and the very name of Otaheite
was considered a shame to the cause of
wmissions ; but now the blessing begins
to descend. ‘Tell them to look at Ben-
gall, also, where Dr. Thomas had been
laborinyg for seventeen years, before the
first convert, Kirshno, was baptizel.
When a few converts are once made,
things move on. Butit requires a much
longer time than I have been here, to
make a first impression on n heathen
people. If they ask again, what pros-
pect of ultimate success is there, tell
them as much as that there is an al-
mighty and faithful God, who will per-
form his promises and no more. If this
does not satisfy them, heg them to let
me stay and make the attempt, and let
you come and give us our bread; or, if
they are unwilling to risk their bread
on such a forlorn hope as has nothing
bat the word of God to sustain it, beg
them at least not to prevent others from
giving us bread. And if we live some
twenty or thirty years they may hear
from us.”

Sublime faith! No wonder that God
so honored his servant. IIe was heard
from, and that right gloriously too, be-
fore twenty years had passed away.

But it was two more years of arduous,
self-sacrificing toil before the first con-
vert, Moung Nau, was baptized. A few
other baptisms occurred, and then fol-
lowed the long and dismal night of the
Burmese and English war, rendered hor-
rible Ly the scenes of the death prison
at Ava, and the miserable shed at Oung-
pen-la.  Then, too, the deaths of mis-
sionaries, and especially of her, the com-
panion of the toils and sufferings of the
devoted Judson—his faithful, heroic,
Ann Ilaseltine! But we must not long-
er indulge in this mournful retrospect.
Look upun other scenes, and who can
but exelaim, what hath God wrought!
Our space forbids the insertion of many
extracts which we should be glad to
make. One must suffice.

-In the beginning of 1858, Dr. Mason
wrote, of the mission in Toungoo,

~ 1 append the statistics of the Toun-
goo Mission, premising that the name

of Christ was first proclaimed in the
province in October, 1853, from which
date the mission commences.

Associations - - - 2

a. The Paku Assdciation, embracing
Pakus and Manniepghas

b. The Bghai Associntion, including
Bghais and Manniepghas.

Stations - - - - 101

Churches - - - - 42
Village schools - - - 101
Preachers and teachers

(native) - - - 103
Ordained native preach-

ers - - - 3
Pupils in village schools - 2;420

Baptized in 1857 - - 129
Excluded - - - 7
Suspended - - - 2
Restored - - - 15
Died - - - 66
Present number - -2.640

«“1We have also a Karen Education
Society, which was founded in 1857, and
has in its charge two boarding schools,
The National Female Institute, and a
Young Men’s Normal School,open to all
the native tribes of Burmah. This so-
ciety embraces eighty-six chiefs, who
have sent in letters pledging themselves
and thousands of their people to sup-
port permanently the Institute ; except
the teachers, who for the present aro
dependent upon friends in India, Eng-
land and Scotland. The pledges are
not yet all received for the Young Men's
Normal School, but it is confidently ex-
pected that they will assume the respon-
sibility of carrying it on, as they have
the girl’s school. .

“The Female Institute was opened
in May 1857, and numbhered during the
first session twenty-four pupils, besides
nine that were sent back tothe jungles
for the want of room. These include
Sgaus, Pakus, Manniepghas, Mopghas,
Bghais, and two Burmese. None are
received under twelve years of age, none
for a less period than one year, and all
are taught in their own vernacular
tongues. The studies embrace reading,
writing, geography, history, mathemat-
ics, something of natural philosophy,
physiology, and the Iloly Seriptures,
with plain sewing, couking, washing,
and general cleanliness ; together with
nursing the sick and training children.
There is also an ornamental department,
intended principally for the Burmese
and Shans, which no oné is allowed to
enter till she can read and write wel)
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in her own language. This school is
entirely in the charge of Mrs. Mason,
aided by four native assistants, but a
young Indy is expected from the United
States in the present year to assist in
the Burmese nnd Shan department-

“The Young Men’s Normal School
commences with the approaching rains,
and will be limited, like the female
school, to fifty pupils. It will be instruct-
ed in Biblieal exercises, mathematics,
philosophy, and land surveying by my-
self, but in all minor branches by na-
tive teachers.  This school is on the
grounds of the Institute, and the board-
ing and all the other financial matters
are in the hands of Mrs. Mason. For
this department the chiefs have Luilt o
large bamboo school-house, and a hoard-
ing house of one hundred and fifty feet
by fifteen, also & good house for the
teacher, the first with a wooden frame
and floor ever built by the Karens of
Toungoo.

“ For these schools the Karens have
contributed— .

970 Rupees in cash,
1 Elepbant,

3 Goats, )
4 Digs,
. 170 Fowls,
200 Eggs,
65 Mats,
15 Baskets,
12 Large chopping knives,
150 Long ratans,
10 Large bundles of bark rope,
1580 Large bamboos,
2000 Small o
1 Boat,

“ They have nlso felled and brought
to town fifty teak logs, six cubits by
thirty, given by Government for the
school-building and eighty iron-wood
posts, some of them very valuable, fifty
feetin length, This is a very remark-
able performance for mountaineers,
since, though wholly unacquainted with
the water and unable to swim, and
knowing nothing of the timber business,
they brought them down a large stream
and then several miles down the Sitang.
They have also built twelve bamboo
houses for families to live in as a pro-
tection to the Institute, and are now
making four streets in a village of thirty
houses growing up around the grounds.
The Indian Government has liberally
granted thirty-two acres of land to the
Institute lying on the Sitang river, and
1400 rupees for the buildings. The Cal-

cutta T'ract Society has given books to
the value of 100 rupees and a rvaluable
set of illustrative prints. A publishing
house in Philadelphia has sent us a set
of large out-line maps; and friends in
Calecutta an excellent prismatic compass.
All the land, buildings, apparatus, fur-
niture, and everything pertaining to
these schools is the property of the Ka-
ren Education Society, which held a
convention in August, 1857, and chose
a band of managers, consisting of one
Paku, one Minniephgha, one Mopgha,
one Tunic Bghai; Capt. Doyly, Deputy
Commissioner, Toungoo, agreeing to act
as President. The whole is entirely in-
dependent of every association.”’—Gos-
pel in Burmak, p. 291-4. .

Much has bLeen said of late about the
want of success in missions. They have
been pronounced a failure. Let any
who have been inclined to the opinicn,
read the work to which we have thus
called attention, and all their doubts
will cease. They will thank God for
what has been done, and they will feel
renewed earnestness in pushing for-
ward the cause. .

It is true, such glorious results have
not yet been achieved in the missions of
our Board. They are of comparatively
recent origin. But we say, let them
wait, and in the language of Judson,
“ they may hear from us.” P.
SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS UNMASK-

ED.
““The calling of a man’s self to a.

strict account, is a medicine sometimes
too piercing and corrosive.””— Bacon.

Sometime since we were calied upon
to attend the funeral of a man who had
once been an inmate of the Penitentiary,
and whose whole life was exceedingly.
irregular. In coming from the grave
we chanced to ride with one of his
friends, a young man, whose appearance
gave every indication of drunkenness
and dissipation. We were unwilling to
let the opportunity pass without speak-
ing a word of warning, and, therefore;
began a conversation by asking him
what church-he attended. e
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“I formerly attended the Catholic
chureh,” he replied, ¢ but for several
years I have not attended any.”

“ But, do you never feel that you are
doing wrongin thus neglecting the pub-
lic ministrations of God’s house 2”’

« No, sir, I do not; and besides, I
very seldom think of it.”

« Allow me, then, sir, to express the
hope that the death of your friend may
cause you to think; and that you may
thus éscape the doom to which, I fear,
you are exposed.’

«« Ag to that,”” said he, “I do not feel
that I am inany danger. Idono harm;
I pay all my debts, and discharge all
my duties to my fellow.men ; and Ican-
not but think that o merciful God will
at least save me.”

We had scarcely more than time to
mention several passages of Seripture
which contradicted his views when the
carriage stopped before the door of our
boarding-hvuse, and we parted. We
have not seen him since ; but hiswords
bave remained in our mind, and have
become the starting point for a train of
thought which we wish to present toour
readers.

The Apostle Paul, thought we, speaks
of those, who being ignorant of God’s
righteousness, go about to establish their
own righteousness. Thedescription ex-
actly suits the youngz man whom we
have just left; and we are sorry to be-
lieve that the class to which he belongs
is by no means a small one. DBut the
buman mind is never satisfied with any
fact which cannot be explained, or re-
ferred to some general principle. Here
we have the fact that many are disposad
to rely on their own goodness as a valid
plea at the bar of God. How do we
account for this fact? Taking the
young man already mentioned as a type
of his class, we would conclude that the
error of that class arises from false
ideas of their own character; false
views of their duty to their fellow-men,
and a false conception of the character
of God, and of their duty to him,

We are told in the New Testament of
a certain man who built his house upon
the sand. The inference is that he was
either too indolent or too indifferent to
his own welfure to dig deeper in order
to find a good foundation; and when
the winds and rains eame and beat upon
his house it fell ; and great was its fall,
If the persons of whom we speak have
ever troubled themselves enough about
their salvation to inquire what kind
of foundations others have deemed it
necessary to lay, they must have oc- .
casionally feared that they had built
upon the sand; and that their es-
timate of their own character was en-
tirely erroneous. DBat if they have not
had such fears, a very little thoughtand
observation would be amply sufficient
to disturb their quietude.

For example, it would not require an
extended acquaintance with either books
or men to know that those who have
been universally esteemed the best and
purest of their race, have usually, if not
invariably, had the most painful con-
ception, not only of their imperfections,
but of their great and flagrant sins.
They have confessed that if they seem-
ed to have any strength it was not their
own—if they were gentle and good it
was only because the stubbornness and
wickedness of their hearts were subdued
by the grace of God. One of the pur-
est men of ancient times is represented
as thus addressing Jehovah: I have
heard of thee by the hearing of the ear,
but now mine eye seeth thee, wherefore
I abhor myself and repent in dust and
ashes.” Not to multiply examples, we
will only introduce one other witness,
he among the purest and most favored
of God’s prophets. Says he, *“In the
year that king Uzziah died I saw also
the Lord sitting on a throne high and
lifted up, and his train filled the temple.
And one cried unto another and said:

Holy! holy! holy! is the Lord of hosts:
The whole earth is full of his glory.

Then said I, woe is me; for I am un-



TIIE COMMISSION.

295

done, because I am a man of unclean
lips, and dwell in the midst of a: people
of unclean lips.” (Is. Ch.0.)

It is also a remarkable fact that good
men seldom become better in their own
estimation. The more they dwell in
their thoughts upon the holiness of God
—the clearer the view they obtain of
his inexpressible glory, the less are they
disposed to talk of their own goodness.
They see that they fall so infinitely
short of what they ought to be—that
there is such an immeasurable distance
between God and themselves—that they
take no account at all of their poor at-
tainments in the divine life. Indeed,
80 natural are these feelings of self-
abasement to the renewed heart, that
an inspired Apostle declares, “If we
say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us.”

Nuw, we would not attach one parti-
cle more importance to these facts than
rightly belongs to them. We think,
however, that they should induce those
who seek to establish their own righte-
ousness to inquire into the cause of this
great difference between themselves and
others. Can it be true that they are
really so much better than Job, Darid,
Isaiuh and others of ancient, and Bun-
yan, Edwsards, Payson aund others of
modern times? And if they are not,
may not there be some truth in the
Scripture representation that the heart
is deceitful above all things and desper-
ately wicked?’” and may not that de-
ceitful heart be whispering, * Peace,
peace, when there is no peace?” It is
possible, but barely possible, that these
good men may judge too harshly of
themselves, and it may be wrong to
judge all by their too rigid standard.
But, in opposition to this bare possibil-
ity, we have the stubborn facts that they
have spent their whole lives in scratini-
zing their motives and in examining
their hearts. 'They onght, therefore, to
be acquainted with themselves—their
testimony ought to be accepted as true
—and inasmuch as human nature is

everywhere the same, what is true of
them is true of all others. -

But, besides, our whole experience
teaches us that men are usually dis-
posed to judge too favorably of them-
selves, or, at least, more favorably than
others are willing or able to judge of
them. It may not, therefore, be an
unprofitable task to correct the false
judgment which we may have of our-
selves by the judgments which we form
of others of similar character. We are
surrounded by those whose pleasures
and recreations are the same as ours,
who are eagaged in the same business,
who move in the same circle of society;
and, in short, who are our associates
and friends. Do we know any one of
all these whom we esteem faultless?
Ilave we ever been acquainted—fami-
liarly acquainted—with any one, for
any length of time, in whom we did
not find at least a few things of which
we could not approve? And, was it
not sometimes the case, that what ap-
peared virtuous, or harmless in us, op-
peared vicious or injurious in them?
Or, what is more to the purpose, have
we any friend, not a professor of re-
ligion, whose salvation we regard as
certain? And then, again, have we any
Jjust reason for supposing that we are
materially better than those whose
pleasures, whose business, and whose
modes of thought are almost identieal
with our own? Unless we can answer
all these questions satisfactorily, we
should begin to fear that we have
rested our hopes upon a sandy foun-
dation, And, moreover, we must remem-
ber that we sec only with human
eyes and can only judge from outward
appearances. That drop of water which
appears clear and beautiful to the naked-
eye, under the microscope is seen to be
teeming with foul and loathsome in-
sects; and so the heart which to us
seems pure, may be seen by the eye of
God to be a den of wickedness.” =

We might also learn a useful lesson
by considering the character of those
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who go about establishing their own
righteousness. Nor would it be alto-
gether absurd to suppose all such as-
sembled in some mighty building.
Many would be exceedingly surprised
at the company in which they would
find themselves. The formalist would
be there. Ile who places his hope of
salvation upon strict attention to the
external requirements of his church.
The strictly honorable and moral man
would doubtless be there; and humanly
speaking, with some little appearance
of propriety. Ile has been honest in
all his dealings. Ile has, in a great
measure, been free from selfishness.
He has been kind and charitable to the
poor and the oppressed; so pure is his
character that all of our sympathies are
aroused for him; and we so much wish
for his salvation that we almost believe
that he will be saved. Nor are these
feelings wrong, since Jesus, when Ile
looked upon such a one, loved him.
Alas! that he should yet lack one thing.
Bat, side by side with this moral man,
there sits a thief. Nay, start not; for
there he sits! We ask, in amazement,
how came he there? Ile coolly, and
without a blush, replies that the world
owes him a living, and he has but taken
his own. And there, too, is the keeper
of a tipling shop and gambling hell.
e, too, mnust live; and hesides, men
will drink and gamble, and unless he,
an honest, upright man, should afford
them the means of doing so, some un-
principled knave would do.it, and thus
bring upon the community a ivorld of
corruption. So he not only justifies his
course, but claims the gratitude of
society. There, too, would be the drunk-
ard, with his bloated and disfigured
countenance. Once, while we were
preaching, one of these came to the pul-
pit to ask what would become of those
who were too good to be lost, and not
quite good enough to be saved, evidently
thinking that he himself was of that
class.

We are confident that we do not

state the case too strongly when we as-.
sert that there is no class of persons

so utterly depraved as not to contain

those, who, at least in health and

when death seems to be far off, suppose

themselves fit for the enjoyment of
heaven, and who expect salvation asa

kind of reward either for their positive

goodness, or because they are not worse

than others.

We have supposed an assembly of the
self-righteous. It would be rather a
ridiculous idea to suppose the different
members of that motley crowd looking
upon each other. Each would regard
his neighbor as an intruder. The
pharisee would spurn, as a defilemeat,
the merely honest man. The honest
man would look with ineffable contempt
upon the thief. The thief, in turn
would scowl upon the drunkard. The
drunkard would look with rage upon
the tapster; and each would wonder
why the rest were there.

Speaking of this assembly reminds
us of another of a similar character,
spoken of in the book of Revelation,
composed of the *fearful and unbe-
lieving and the abominable, and mur-
derers and whoremongers and sorcerers
and idolaters, and all liars.”

Is it too much to say that these, and
such thougnts as these, ought to awaken
reflection in those who go about to
establish their own righteousness?
They prove, beyond all dispute the
power of sin to blind the eyes of some:
may it not be blinding their eyes? The
probability thatitis, is greatly increased,
when we remember that the standard
by which they try themselves is proba-
bly fulse. They have not only been
the witnesses and judges in their own
cases, but they have framed their own
laws, not according to the principles of
justice and equity, but upon such prin-
ciples as enable them to justify all
their sins. When the venue is changed
and there shall be another set of wit-
nesses, other laws and another judge,
the decision may be reversed. We are
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not to be justified in our own sight—
that would be a small matter so long
as our minds are darkened by sin—not
in the sight of our fellow-men—a con-
sciousness of their own need of merey
would make them far too merciful—but
in the sight of IIim whose justice is a
consuming fire.

Thus far, what we have said has Leen
intended only to awaken thought; and
to excite the suspicion that men may
be mistaken in their opinions of them-
selves. If we should go a step further,
perhaps these suspicions would be con-
firmed. ) . :

It will be observed that the young
man who rode with us from the grave,
asserted that he discharged all his duties
to his fellow-men. This objection is
very common; but it is as untrue as it
is common. It only shows that many
persons have a most limited and un-
worthy idea of duty. Our duties toonr
fellow-men require not only that we
should do them no harm; but also that
we should do them all the good in our
power.

The negative duty is universally ad-
mitted. No one will pretend that he
has a right to injure his neighbor. But
is there a single one who could attain
to even this negative excellence? If
any one should come before us with
such 2 claim, a little cross-examination
would probably make him ashamed of
his high pretensions.

1. We might say to him, * Sir, aman
may injure his neighbor in person or
property. Have you lived to the age of
manhood without inflicting bodily injury
upon any one of the thousands of hu-
man beings with whom you have been
thrown? Have you never, in a single
instance, violated the commands of your
father; or brought grief and shame to
the heart of your mother? Iave you
never failed to be gentle and kind ta
your bLrothers and sisters, or to give
them that affection which is rightly
theirs? Have you never, in a single
instance, over-reached or gone beyond

those with whom you have had business
transactions? Unless you can give an
honest negative answer to all these
questions, you cannot say that yeu have
done no harm.

2. ‘““But, again, a man may be injured
in his reputation—his character. Iave
you never, in any case, in speaking of
your neighbors,.created a false and in-
jurious impression in reference to their
characters? Among the thousands and
tens of thousands of words which you
have spoken, have you never uttered
one word of malice or slander? Have
you never spoken one light and thought-
less word that produced pain and heart-
burning in the community? Unless
you can answer these questions in the
negative, you surely will not say that
you have done no harm.

3. * And, again, have there not been
cases in which your example gave sanc-
tion to that which was wrong and in-
jurious—has not some human soul,
nicely poised between good and evil,
received from some word or act of
yours an impetus which hurled it head-
long into the ways of evil? Unless
you can answer this question negatively,
your claim is both weak and presumptu-
ous.”

Thus it appears that he who would
claim to have done no harm, must
make inquisition into every day, hour
and minute of his past life. He must
call up every action and word, and
weigh them with the impartiality of
that Judge before whose bar he will
appear; and, thus weighing them, he
must pronounce them all good. But
this is a task which no human being has
either the patience or the power to per-
form.

But suppose we acknowledge, for the
sake of the argument, that there might
be & man who could live and die with-
out doing harm. Then, at best, he
would only be a Zarmless creature..
What littleness of soul a man must
have, who, in a world which so much:
needs his assistance, where there is so
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much suffering to relieve, and so many
wrongs to right, would be content sim-
ply to do no harm! 1llow much better
would sueh a man be than a dog; or
even a stone, or any lifeless matter?
He would be condemned, if for no other
reason, because he kept his master’s
pound wrapped up in a napkin.

Bat, we are not only required to do
no harm, we must also do good. Both
nature and revelation teach this duty.
And before we can say that we have
discharged all our duties we must not
only have done some good; but the very
largest amount of good of wkich we were
capable. e need not inquire whether
any man who ever trod the earth, save
One, could say, with a clear conscience,
that he had done all he conld.

But, once more ; if we could suppose
that there was a man who had dis-
charged all his duties. both negative
and positive, to his fellow-men, the fact
that we are the creatures of God, sug-
gests the idea that we have duties
relating specially to Ilim, and the fact
that we are strangers and pilgrims here,
and citizens of another country, sug-
gests the idea that we may have other
duties than those of earth. Those other
duties may also be our greatest and
most binding duties. Indeed, they
may enter so vitally into the economy
of buman life that no duties can
be properly discharged so long as they
are neglected. IIave all these duties
been performed?

If it is true that men may err in their
opinions of themselves and in their
notions of duty; it is equally true that
they may have false ideas of the char-
acter of God. e readily grant that
God is a father, and that He is a father
of wonderful, even boundless compas-
sion. But it may be well to inquire
who they are to whom ITe manifests His
compassion. * Like as a father pitieth
his children, so the Lord pitieth them
that fear him;” and again, in the same
connection, “For as the heaven is high
above the earth so great is his mercy

towards them that fear him.” et
none, therefore, presume upon the
mercy of Gud unless they regard Iim
with reverential fear. But, the Bible,
the only book in which God’s character
is revealed, represents Ilim not only as
a_father, but also as a judge, As Ile
is a merciful father, so 1le is a righte-
ous judge; and the law requires the
death of the sinner. Whom the Father
may be disposed to pity, the judge is
ealled upon to condemn,

When we had thought of these things
we could but feel how true it is that
the law is a schoolmaster to lead us to
Christ. It convinces us of our sinful-
ness and of the holiness of God; and
shows us how certainly nnd how justly
we are condemned.

* No more, my God, I boast no more

Of all the duties I have done,

I quit the hopes T held before,

To trust the merits of thy Son.”
Titus.

AR,
»TE I

TIIE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST.

Jesus Christ is King in Zion. Asa
reward of his humiliation he has been
exalted “far above all principality, and
power, and might, and dominion.” *“He
humbled kimself, and beeame obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross.
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted
him, and given him a name which is
above every name: that at the name of |
Jesus every knee should boyv, of things
in heaven, and things on earth, and
things under the earth; and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”’
All things are under his dominion.
But he is emphatically the Lord of the
Church. Christ is a King—his people
are his subjects. Ile is a Master—
Christians are his servants, He is the
Captain of Salvation—his disciples are
his soldiers. The authority of Christ
is paramount and absolute, Ile must
be obeyed.

In making a profession of religion
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there is a volunfary acknowledgment of
the authority of the Saviour, and an
agreement to submit to him. This sub-
mission is required to be entire, prompt,
continued and affectionate.

Submission is to be entire. No reser-
vation can benllowed. No other autho-
rity is to be placed ia competition with
that of the Redeemer. Legal enact-
ments, the authority of employers, even
religious bodies, may enjoin what is
contrary to, or forbid what is enjoined
by, the laws of Messinh. In all such
cases, the memorable reply of the per-
secuted Apostles to the Sanhedrim ex-
presses the spirit to be cherished, and
indicates the course to be pursued:—
“IWhether it be right in the sight of
God to hearken unto you more than
unto God, judge; for we cannot- but
spenk the things which we have seen
and heard.” A determination to obey
Christ at all risks is the very essence
of Christian loyalty. It enters into
the spirit and vitality of that faith
which unites to IIim. “1Why call ye
me Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say?” It is the natural result
and the just expression of love to him,
“If a man love me, he will keep my
words.”” ¢ TFor this is the love of Gad,
that we keep his commandments.””

No man can be a Christian who
does not possess this spirit. The first
Christians understood the obligations
of Christian discipleship. In obeying
their Lord, they had to encounter the
persecution of governments, the oppo-
sition of friends, the vindictive malice
of the Jews, and the worshippers of
Jupiter. But such was their reverence
for their new Master that they did not
hesitate. Not only did Apostles seal
their testimony with their blood, the
entire church refused to yield their
allegiance to the Saviour at the bidding
of power, or under the pains of torture.
Christianity is the same now as in the
days of Peter and Paul. The same
spirit of loyalty to Christ it still de-
mands,

L against the authority of Christ.

The temptations to disloyalty are not,
with us, the faggot and the cross. Still
such temptations exist. The laws of
Christ are, not unfrequently, unpopular.
They conflict with carnal feeling. To
obey them muy subject one to reproachs
to persecution, to pecuniary loss; but
Lie who would be a Christian must not
falter. The aathority of the Redeemer
must merge every other consideration.
Entire submission is the duty of the
Christian, and nothing less than a dis-
position thus to submit can consist with
the integrity of a profession of religion.

Not only must the authority of Christ
be regarded as paramount, enfire sub-
mission includes obedience to erery com-
mand of the Saviour. Every mandate
is to be obeyed, every precept complied
with.

The Jews divided the law into the
greater and less commandments, and
assigned to each a sanctity of obliga-
tion, proportioned to their judgment of
its importance. This pharisaic spirit
led the Papacy to classify sins as venial
and mortal. It is manifested among
Protestants, who undertake to discrimi-
nate between the essential and non-
essential commands of Christ. DBut to
whom has the Redeemer given the
right to set aside or qualify his laws?
And who, without the most presumptu-
ous arrogance, can say that what he has
commanded is non-essential? Every
duty enjoined in the word of God is not
designed to secure the same blessings
to the Christian; but every command
has its own appropriate use and benefit.
To secure this benefit, the command
must be obeyed.

Whatever may be said with respect
to the relative importance of the seve-
ral laws of the King of Zion, this much
is true in respect to all of them: diso-
bedience 1o any one of them is rebellion
Ilas
he demanded faith of me?—I must be-
lieve. Ias he commanded me to be
baptized 2—I must obey him. Has he
directed me to partake, at his table, of
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AN
the memorials of his dying love?—
Each returning Communion should find
me with his saints. IIas he intimated
his will that the jirst day be observed
as a Sabbath unto the Lord? Iloly
with me must be that day. 1Ias he in-
structed me to yield my time, my
talents, my property, my influence to
the promotion of his cause? It must
be dene.

Submission must be prompt. The
authority of Christ must be so rever-
enced, that to hear is to obey. ¢ Speak
Lord, for thy servant heareth,” should
be but another form of saying, “Ilere
am I, send me.”” In the course of life
many occasions will arise, in which the
present discharge of duty will be pecu-
liarly trying. Without any purpose of
ultimate neglect, the temptation to
defer to more fivorable circumstances
will be strong. To give way to such
ten:ptation is inconsistent with Chris-
tian loyalty. As soon as the mind is
allowed to cast-about for some compro-
mise with conscience Ly which to defer
the painful duty, there is a departure
from the requisitions of the Saviour.
“To day”—* Now”—is the language
of the Gospel, not only to the impeni-
tent, but also to the devout inquirer,
and the Christian disciple. No delay.
No putting off to a more * convenient
season.” “Whatsoever thy hand findeth
to do, do it with thy might.” A tardy,
sluggish spirit is incongruous with loy-
alty to Christ. Ile may, in his mercy,
accept of him who hesitates: who, when
commanded, “Go work to day in my
vineyard,” says “I go not,” but repents
and goes. But the laggard will have to
shed tears of penitence over his delay.
When the Lord told one to follow him,
he assented, but said, * Let me go first
and bury my father.”” Was it permit-
ted? No—*¢Let the dead bury theirdead,
but go thon and preach the kingdom of
God-”

An officer orders his troops to ad-
vance upon the enemy. But, says one,
would it not be better to wait awhile ?

—another, I fear I shall be killed; I
am unwilling to fight. Says a third,
Captain, I honor your character, I rever-
ence your authority, I am anxious to
obey you; but my family are dependent
upon me, and who is to shield them if
Ifall? Ah! commander, exclaims an-
other, but duty is too hard! I will do
any thing else ; but what, to rush upon
almost certain death!—What a com-
pany of Soldiers!—And yet the Sol-
diers of the Cross may filter, and make
terms, and hesitate to obey their Cap-
tain and still be good Christians !—Let
them listen to their leader. * Whoso-
ever will save his life shall lose it ; but
whosoever shall Jose his life for my
sake and the gospel’s the same shall
save it.”’

Submission must be confinued. “If
any man draw back, my soul shall have
no pleasure in him.” * Be thou faith-
ful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life.”” 'The service of Christ
is a lifetime business. It admits of no
cessation, of no intermission. Ile just-
ly claims that our whole life be devoted
to him. From the moment when we
take upon us His name, till death shall
release us from the toils of earth, we
must be found consecrated to His ser-
vice. 'The cutting reproofs and the
heavy judgements inflicted upon an-
cient Israel for declining from the ser-
vice of God, stand as a warning of the
danger of the backslider. The solemn
rebukes, and affectionate expostulations
addressed to the Seven Churches of
Asia, by the Lord himself, may well
cause one to tremble at the thought of
departing from the fervor and devotion
of a first consecration to the Saviour.
The awful doom of the apostate—to
whom their remaineth no more sacrifice
for sin—may well startle all at the
thought of making the first retrograde
step.

Submission must be affectionate. Not
that rendered to a tyrant whose anger
is dreaded, and whose power is irresis-
tible, but such as springs from love,
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and confidence, and gratitude. All
coerced service isodious. Divine power
could force into subordination the stout-
est rehel. But divine grace will be
satisfied with nothing short of affec-
tivnate devotion. * If ye love me, keep
my commandments,”” My son give
me thy heart.”’

Various motives may prompt men
to profess religion. Some of these are
s0 manifestly irreconcilable with sin-
cere piety, that to name them is to ex-
pose them. Such, for example, area
dispusition to conform to established
usage—the formal assumption of the
Christian name a8 a quietus to the com-
plaints of conscience,—union with a
particular sect, because it is popular,
or to please friends. But there are
‘motives which, where they chiefly in-
fluence, are equally adverse to the in-
tegrity of Christian hope, more likely
to remain undetected, or if detected,
not to be renounced. Among these and
holding a prominent place, is the infla-
ence of fear. Terriblé are the denun.
ciations against the rejectors of Christ.
These threatenings of the Word of God
are intended to lead men to Christ.
The Bible appeals to the fzars and the
lopes of men—to every feeling -of the
heart. But the agitations of fear, are
only designed to cause the awakened
to flee to the Saviour. [t is possible,
however, to take refuge under such
impulsion, rather in the duties of Chris-
tianity than in Christ himself. The
self-rigliteous spirit is hard to eradicate.
When fear drives one to the attempt to
yield Gospel obedience for justification,
it may be that the tempest of the soul
is stilled, but the voice of Jesus has not
evoked the calm. Genuine faith looks
to the Saviour. Jesus in the perfection
of his righteousness; Jesus in the
riches of his grace; Jesus in the ful-
ness of his love; Jesus in the faithful-
ness of his promises is its absorbing
object. Ravished by Mis charms the
adoring heart exclaims, “ Whom have I

in heaven but thee; and there is none
2

upon the earth that I desire besides
thee.” ‘

“Yes, thou art precious to my soul,
My transport and my trust.”

nder the influence of love, the ser-
vice of Christ becomes a delightful em-
ployment. Submission to Him is easy;
it is grateful to the believer. ¢ The
love of Christ constraineth us.” Con-,
fidence, in the wisdom and goodness,
and faithfulness of the Saviour, re-
lieves from perplexity, dissipates doubt,
banishes fear in the discharge of Chris-
tian duty. Gratitude animates to unre-
served censecration to ““Him who loved
us, and gave himse!f for us.”
Submission flowing from affectionate
devotion to Ilim, is that which Christ
demands. His disciples must yield it.
Entire, prompt, continued, affectionate
submission to his authority. P.

Our Missions.

SHANGHAIL—CHINA.
Letter from Rev. J. L. Holmes.
Snancoar, Ciiva, Nov. 2, 1859,

Dear Brethren Taylor and Poindexter:

I have already spoken of my visit to
to the North this summer, and my re-
turn has likewise been mentioned, but
I have not given you any detailed ac-
count of what I saw and learned while
thére. As it will perhaps be interest-
ing to yourselves, and the readers of
the missionary papers, I will give you.
a brief account of the expedition.

NORTHERN TOUR.

We left Shanghai about the last of
May, in a Bremen bark, the * Orestes,”
bound for Yang Chau-fou, on the north-
ern side of the peninsula of Shan-tung,
You will understand my deseription
of the route much better if you have a
map at hand. We dropped down the
Shanghai river into the Yang Size Kiang
with the tide. With a fresh breeze we
socon emerged into the open sea, and.
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X
the memorials of his dying love?—

Each returning Communion should find
me with his saints. Ias he intimated
his will that the firs¢ day be observed
as a Sabbath unto the Lord? Iloly
with me must be that day. 1Ins he in-
structed me to yield my time, my
talents, my property, my influence to
the promotion of his cause? It must
be done.

Submission must be prompt. The
authority of Christ must be so rever-
enced, that to hear is to obey. ¢ Spenk
Lord, for thy servant heareth,” should
be but another form of saying, ‘“Ilere
am I, send me.”” In the course of life
many occasions will arise, in which the
present discharge of duty will be pecu-
liarly trying. Without any purpose of
ultimate neglect, the temptation to
defer to more fivorable circumstances
will be strong. To give way to such
temptation is inconsistent with Chris-
tian loyalty. As soon as the mind is
allowed to cast-about fur some compro-
mise with conscience Ly which to defer
the painful duty, there is a departure
from the requisitions of the Saviour.
“To day”—*Now’—is the language
of the Gospel, not only to the impeni-
tent, but also to the devout inquirer,
and the Christian disciple. No delay.
No putting off to a more * convenient
season.” “IWhatsoever thy hand findeth
to do, do it with thy might.” A tardy,
sluggish spirit is incongruous with loy-
alty to Christ. IIe may, in his mercy,
accept of him who hesitates: who, when
commanded, *Go work to day in my
vineyard,” says “I go not,” but repents
and goes, But the laggard will have to
shed tears of penitence over his delay.
When the Lord told one to follow him,
he assented, but said, “ Let me go first
and bury my father.” Was it permit-
ted? No—*‘Let the dead bury their dead,
but go thou and preach the kingdom of
God-”

An officer orders his troops to ad-
vance upon the enémy. But, says one,
would it not be better to wait awhile ?

—another, I fear I shall be killed; I~
am unwilling to fight. Says a third,
Captain, I honor your character, I rever-
ence your authority, I am anxious to
obey you; but my fumily are dependent
upon me, and who is-to shield them if
Ifall2  Ah! commander, exclaims an-
other, but duty is too hard! I will do
any thing else ; but what, to rush upon
almost certain death!—What a com-
pany of Soldiers!—And yet the Sol-
diers of the Cross may filter, and make
terms, and hesitate to obey their Cap-
tain and still be good Christians !—Let
them listen to their leader. ¢ Whoso-
ever will save his life shall lose it ; but
whosoever shall lose his life for my
sake and the gospel’s the same shall
save it.”

Submission must be confinued. If
any man draw back, my soul shall have
no pleasure in him.” *Be thou faith-
ful unto death, and I will give thee a
crown of life.”” The service of Christ
i3 a lifetime business. It admits of no
cessation, of no intermission. Ile just-
ly claims that our whole life be devoted
to him. From the moment when we
take upon us His name, till death shall
release us from the toils of earth, we
must be found consecrated to Iis ser-
vice. The cutting reproofs and the
heavy judgements inflicted upon an-
cient Israel for declining from the =er-
vice of God, stand as a warning of the
danger of the backslider. The solemn
rebukes, and affectionate expostulations
addressed to the Seven Churches of
Asia, by the Lord himself, may well
cause one to tremble at the thought of
departing from the fervor and devotion
of a first consecration to the Saviour.
The awful doom of the apostate—to
whom their remaineth no more sacrifice
for sin—may well startle all at the
thought of making the first retrograde
step.

Submission must be affectionate. Not
that rendered to a tyrant whose anger
is dreaded, and whose power is irresis-
tible, but such as springs from love,
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and confidence, and gratitude. All
coerced service is odious. Divine power
could force into subordination the stout-
est rebel. But divine grace will bLe
satisfied with nothing short of affec-
tionate devotion. * If ye love me, keep
my commandments.” “My son give
me thy heart.”’

Various motives muy prompt men
to profess religion. Some of these are
so manifestly irreconcilable with sin-
cerc piety, that to name them is to ex-
pose them. Such, for example, area
disposition to conform to established
usage—the formal assumption of the
Christian name us a quietus to the com-
plaints of conscience,—union with a
particular sect, because it is popular,
or to please friends. But there are
‘motives whieh, where they chiefly in-
fluence, are equally adverse to the in-
tegrity of Christian hope, more likely
to remain undetected, or if detected,
not to be,renounced. Among these and
holding a prominent place, is the infiu-
ence of fear. Terrible are the denun.
ciations against the rejectors of Christ.
These threatenings of the Word of God
are intended to lead men to Christ.
The Bible appeals to the fzars and the
hopes of men—to every feeling -of the
heart. But the agitations of fear, are
only designed to cause the awakened
to flee to the Saviour.
however, to take refuge under such
impulsion, rather in the duties of Chris-
tinnity than in Christ himself. The
self-righteous spirit is hard to eradicate.
When fear drives one to the attempt to
yield Gospel obedience for Justification,
it may be that the tempest of the soul
is stilled, but the voice of Jesus has not
evoked the calm. Genuine faith looks
to the Saviour. Jesus in the perfection
of his righteousness; Jesus in the
riches of his grace; Jesus in the ful-
ness of his love; Jesus in the faithful-
ness of his promises is its absorbing
object. Ravished by 1lis charms the
adoring heart exclaims, “ Whom have I
in heaven but thee; and there is none

&

It is possible,’]

upon the earth that I desire Lesides.
thee.” :

“Yes, thou art precions to my soul,
My transport and my trust.”

U‘nder the influence of love, the ser-
vice of Christ becomes a delightful em-
ployment. Submission to Him is easy;
it is grateful to the believer. * The
love of Christ constraineth us.” Con-.
fidence, in the wisdom and goodness,
and faithfulness of the Saviour, re-
lieves from perplexity, dissipates doubt,
banishes fear in the discharge of Chris-
tian duty. Gratitude animates to unre-
served consecration to ““Him who loved
us, and gave himse!f for us.”

Submission flowing from affectionate
devotion to Ilim, is that which Christ
demands. Hie disciples must yield it.
Entire, prompt, continued, affectionate
submission to his authority. P.

Our FHiszions.

SHANGHAI.—CHINA.
Letter from Rev. J. L. Holmes.
Soancmar, Cuina, Nov. 2, 1859,

Dear Brethren Taylor and Poindexter:

I have already spoken of my visit to
to the North this summer, and my re-
turn has likewise been mentioned, but
I have not given you any detailed ac-
count of what I saw and learned while
there. As it will perhaps be interest-
ing to yourselves, and the readers of
the missionary papers, I will give you.
a brief account of the expedition.

NORTHERN TOUR.

We left Shanghai about the last of
May, in a Bremen bark, the “QOrestes,”
bound for Yang Chau-fou, on the north-
ern side of the peninsula of Shan-tung.
You will understand my description
of the route much better if you have a
map at hand. We dropped down the
Shanghai riverinto the Yang Size Kiang,
with the tide. With a fresh brecze we
soon emerged into the open sea, and.

L
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changed our course, which had hitherto
been sonth-westerly, to avoid the bars
at the mouth of the river, to due north.
From thence, until we reached the pro-
moutory of Shantung, which we had to
approach very cantiously, the Yellow
sea was very frequently covered with
fogs, and even the high lands of the
coast could not be seen, until we were
‘yery near, in consequence of the misty
atmosphere which enveloped them.
As soon as we had passed the pro-
montory, howerver, the scene changed.
The atmosphere was clear and pure,
and the bold rugged coast rose abruptly
from the deep, apparently but a short
distance from us, though, in fact, eight
or ten miles distant, as I found outin
course uf a rather singular adventure.
We had reached the mouth of the hur-
bor very early in the morning, but the
captain waited till the sun rose, in or-
der to get his latitude, as he had never
been there before. Ilis*observations
proved that we were at the mouth of
the harbor, but a Chinese pilot, who
had been taken at Shanghai, persisted
that it was not the harbor, that it was
farther westward. The captain, un-
willing to run any risk against the con-
fident assertions of the pilot, who was
reputed to be familiar with the coast,
laid too and ordered a buat to board
what seemed to be a little fishing boat
near the shore, which was apparently
two or three miles distant, and ask the
name of the place, andif possible get
a pilot. As the only Chinaman on
board who spoke English was afraid to
risk himself in a boat in the open sea,
I volunteered to go as interpreter.

A BOAT RACE AND SINGULAR PﬂENOMBXdS.

The boat was soon lowered, and with
my teacher as a sort of interpreter’s
interpreter, we struck out for the sup-
posed boat in question. But, though
we glided rapidly over the vater for
near an hour, we scemed hardly any
nearer than when we started—the fish-
ing boat however had expanded into a

large junk. We had already rowed
about five or six miles, when the junk,
observing our approach, hoisted all sail
and plied a sort of long side-oar, which
they use in extremities, and made off
as rapidly as a feeble breeze and this
contrivance would carry them. They
were far too slow however for the strong
arms of the sailors in our boeat, which
gained upon them at every stroke. We
looked behind us and saw the ship
raised by the efféct of an optical delu-
sion, which is common on this coast,
fuar out of the water—appearing to be
several times her usual height; and
again, in a short time, she scemed
lengthened out toa singular shape, and
drawn down close to the water’s edge.
We heard the discharge of a cannon on
board the ship which had now lost sight
of us in the distance, and thus ealled
us to return, but we were so near the
junk that we thought best to secure a
pilot first, which we soon sucgeeded in
doing, for the junk which had hitherto
made all speed to get away, under the
impression that we were pirates, find-
ing that we would incvitably overtake
them, lay too and let us approach.
They were very glad to ascertain the
peaceful character of our mission, and
we soon were on our way again with a
sturdy native sailor, who volunteered to
o with us as pilot.

By means of his chart, and such ad-
vice as he saw fit to take of the pilot
thus secured, our captain speedily
brought us safely into port. We
dropped anchor in what is ealled Che-
fuoo harbor—an inlet of the sea, suar-
rounded on three sides with high hills,
while the fourth consists of two pas-
ages to the open sea—separated by a
cluster of small islands.

We had come from the low, damp,
monotonors plain of Shanghai, at that
damp, foggy season in which it wears
its most dismal aspect; we need not,
therefore, tell you of the cheerful thrill
that the sight of these rugged bills, and
the breathing of this pure, clear air,"

e,
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gent through our frames. The tallund

vigorous frames of the natives who came

on board, and their animated counte-

nances, presented a pleasing contrast to

the heavy form and sluggish look of the

natives of the plains of Shanghai.
GETTING HORSES.

As Yang Chau-fou was the destina-
nation which we wished to reach, I en-
deavored as soon as possible to make
my way up there. The distance was
about fifty miles by land, and we con-
cluded that it would be best for me to
go and see what could be done, while
Mrs. II. would remain on hoard the
vessel. I accordingly dispatched my
teacher on shore to hire horses and
make the necessary arrangements. 1
received word from him that the horses
were engaged and forthwith prepared
to be off next morning. 1 wason shore
at daylight, after six miles sailing inan
open boat, tossed by a chill north wind.
All seemed to be right, and we thought
to be off’ dircetly. But, after a series
of little delays, from one cause or pre-
tended cause and another, I insisting
all the while on being oft’ at once—the
keeper of the horses came with a long
face and told us that the mandarin had
forbidden him to hire us horses, Our
only alternative was to go and see the
mandarin himself, which we did, with-
out obtaining much satisfaction; for,
after a large amount of sinili‘ng, bow-
ing, pipe-smoking, tea-drinking, and
other accomplishments of the most in-
tense Chinese politeness, we left with
his very delicately expressed, or rather,
implied refusal to make any change in
his decision. e left us room however
to adopt another alternative, which
finally succeeded. He said that hisau-
thority was limited, and that while he
could not supply us with horses, he
could not say that we should not hire
them—knowing all the time that he
had forbidden every one in the place
to let us have them-—Ileaving us thus at
liberty to procure them if we could,
which we did very speedily—in a way

which he had not thought of in his cal-
culations. I sent my teacher to a neigh-
boring town to buy a couple of horses,
which are very cheap here, and which
I hoped s0 to sell as to indemnify my-
self. e soon returned with a pair of
Shantung ponies, on which we made
our way to Yang Chau-fou.
FACE OF TIHE COUNTRY.

The country between the harbor of
Clefuo or Eauti and the city, consists
of n succession of hills and valleys,
running generally at right angles to the
shore. The hills, however, seem to
braneh from a uniform range which,
some distance inland, runs parallel té
the shore.

CIIARACTER OF THE PEOPLE.

I did not wonder wh¢n I saw the
grand old hills mounting up towards
the sky, and the beautiful valleys wind-
ing between their rugged bases, that
there was something in the character
of the peaple superior to the crowded
inhabitants of the low, damp plain of
Shanghai—something at least more con-
genial to the feelings of a fureigner.
There was svmething very pleasing in
the rough hospitality with which we
were received at the Chinese tavern,
which was not altogether dissipated by
the cagerness they manifested to make
their bill as large as-possible. They
are by no means devoid of the passion-
ate fondness for gain, so characteristic
of the Chinaman everywhere he is
found ; but I think there is a stronger
counter-current of generosity among
the natives of this province than among:-
their countrymen generally. We ar-
rived at Yang Chau the day after our
departure from Eauti.

UNDESIRABLE POPULARITY.

We enjoyed on our arrival a degree:
of popularity more flattering than pleas-
ant, for our approach had been an-
nounced by a man whom we met at
the inn at which we spent the night,
and who hastened that he might have
the pleasure of telling the news, and it:
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seemed that the whole population had
turned out en masse to witness the
strange apparition. The gates of the
city were crowded when we came in
view; and as we entered, the whole
length of ihe street behind us was one
living mass. Our guide took us to an
inn, and we would fain have rested af-
ter our long ride under the summer
sun, but to our great discomfiture, the
crowd had followed us to our quarters,
were pressing in at the door, and peer-
ing through every aperture they could
find. In the midst of the tumult, the
keeper of the inn, who was too polite
to pretend that we were else than wel-
come, made it necessary for us to inter-
fere with the abuse which he began out-
side to heap upon the remote cause of
the distinguished honor which he had
reccived—the guide who brought us to
his house. e evidently had no objec-
tion to making a bill with us, if it were
not that it involved the prospect of
being in some measure accountable for
any excesses which the crowd we at-
tracted might commit. Ie felt that he
was “in danger of being called in
question for this day’s uproar.” I
found the oddity of my costume was
the greatest ohject of attraction; ac-
cordingly, on arriving at the tavern I
changed it for a full suit of Chinese
dress—cue excepted of course—and
sallied out into the street, followed by
my numerous admirers; and after pass-
ing around a square or two returned at
their head. Much to their discomfiture,
on my entering the outer gate, which
led into the square court, around which
were ranged the different apartments
of the inn, it was closed behind me,
and all hope of their further gratifying
their curiosity being thus for a time cut
off, they gradually dispersed and left
us to the enjoyment of such degree of
quiet as the mandarin’s runners were
pleased to allow us.
LETTER TO A MANDARIN.

They began questioning us from the

time we arrived, and continued pester-

ing us until a bold piece of impudence
on our part, at head quarters, cnused
their recall. T bought a piece of paper,
as red as Chinese ctiquette could re-
quire, aud having had my teacher in-
scribe my name upon it, dispatched
him with it to the mandarin himself,
informing him that I would be happy
to call upon him and give him any in-
formation he might require, but that I
was unwilling to be annoyed by such
low bred fellows as those who had been
with us. Evidently not knowing in
what manner he ought to receive such
an anomolous writer, he sent back his
eard, with an, intimation that he was
quite satisfied, and that we need not
tuke any further steps to assure him.
We then laid us down in peace upon
our brick and mortar bedsteads and
portable beds.

NOVEL BEDSTEADS.

The bedsteads of the people of this
and other northern Chinese, as well as
those of the Manchus and Mongolls,
are built much like the kilns used in
America for drying fruit—a platform
of brick, about two feet high, with an
aperture underneath for building a fire.
Over this is spread n kind of reed-mat,
on which the sleepy man spreads his
Led, which all travellers are expected
to carry with them; and if the weather
be cold, lights a fire underneath and
consigns himself to the influences of
** Nature’s sweet restorer.” Weawaked
betimes next morning and took a stroll
over the city befure the people were out.
We found that the city is not what it
has hitherto béen supposed to be, and
is stated to be in *Williams’ Middle
Kingdom ”—an old, sparsely populated
place, with crumbling walls—but a
compact and densely populated place
of no great size, compared with other
Chinese cities, but presenting many
pleasing characteristics, The streets
are wider than usual, and much cleaner;
the houses, built of stone, present a
comfortable appearance, and the lusty-
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frames and ruddy countenances of the
natives attest the salubrity of their
climate. The city is built on a slope,
near the sea shore, and a stream of pure
water, with a rocky bed, flows through
it. We visited several of their temples,
which were only peculiar in being
cleaner than usual, with the exception
of one, * The Temple of the Dours of
the Wind,” which is one of the finest
in point’ of taste that we have seen.
Between the city proper and the shore
is sitnated a small city, with very old
walls, and a very sparse population.
Viewing this wall near at hand, and
that of the city proper in the distance,
and supposing them to be one, has,
doubtless, given the impression to those
who have only viewed while passing in
vessels, that the walls were very exten-
sive and in a state of decay.

We spent two days at Yang Chau,
and subsequently made another short
visit, which it might be interesting to
detail, but I fear that my letter is al-
ready so long that you will not find
place for it,

I was not, of course, able, with my
limited knowledge of the language, to
do anything in the way of regular
preaching. I hope, however, that I
may, ere long, be permitted to carry
the gospel to this very interesting but
hitherto inaccessible people. The dis-
astrous issue of the British Embassy
at Tieutsin compelled us to return to
Shanghai. But our visit was by no
means entirely unsuccessful, inasmuch
as we were, for near four months, in
daily contact with the people whose
language we are learning, and enjoyed
many opportunities of becoming ac-
quainted with their country, their cha-
racter, and their habits. Add to this
the fact, that we escaped a Shanghai
summer—no small consideration, when
missionaries are so few and their lives
so0 short.

With respect to learning the lan-
guage, our snjourn at Shanghai will
now be2xz)o great disadvantage, after the

practice we have had, especially with a
Shantung household around us, and
Shantung men visiting us almost daily.
Will we have the approval of the Board
and the support of the friends of mis-
gion, in establishing a mission in Shan.
tung province, as soon as the way is
opened ?
Yours fraternally,
J. L. HoLMEs.

EB

CANTON—CHINA. ,
Annual Report of Rev. C. W. Gaillard,
Jor the year 1859. .
December 28ih.

We have formerly given an Annual
Report of the mission ; butit is thought
best that each member of the mission
send a report of his own labours.

I entered the year 1859 with
brighter prospects, and consequently
with stronger faith, perhaps, than in
any previous year. And now at its
close, I can say that my labour has not
been in vain in the Lord. I have been
able to study the language, and preach
the Gospel throughout the year without
hinderance from either war or sick-
ness, and am fully satisfied, that if
men can speak the language, and
will devote themselves to the work,
that they can find men, eren in Can-
ton, who will believe the Gospel.

CHAPELS.

At the beginning of the year I had
one chapel in the new city, where I
preached four times a week. Yaung
Seen Shang assisted me two days in
the week, the other two days I conduct-
ed the services alone ; and on the days
that I had wo preaching in chapel, I
generally preached in the streets; and
have preached in mearly all the streets
in Canton. J¥n the month of ) §
baptized a man who had been a Pedo:
baptist for ten or twelve years, and he,
like Paul, began forthwith to preach
with me on Sundays, having other em-
ployment during the week, for a few .
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monthé; and when he had no employ-
ment, he assisted me during the week.

In the month of May, Wong Ah
Mooey, who was with brother Shuck in
California, returned to China with a
view of taking his family to California;
but his family being unwilling to go,
he remained in Canton, and was em-
ployed by our mission as an assistant.
We then rented a chapel in the old
city in the month of June; so that for
half the year I have had two chapels,
—preaching in one three times a week,
and in the other four times a weelk,
having from two to three discourses or
sermons at each service. I have also
kept up a service in my study every
Sunday at 10, A. M. This service is
for the benefit of my converts and in-
quirers, and sometimes a few others.
We also have a church meeting the
Saturday before the first Sunday in
each month, the first Sunday being our
communion day.

ITINERATING.

In company with brother I. J. Rob-
erts, 1 have made several excursions
into the country, where the Gospel
had not been preached bhefore. We
made two trips of four days each, dis-
tant from Canton thirty-five miles.
Three trips, three days each, distant
fifteen, eighteen, and twenty miles
from Canton. Two trips, two days
each, from ten to twelve miles. We
Lave gone out frequently one day ata
time. e find the country as open as
it was before the war, bat I do not find
it any more so. We found the people
friendly wherever we went, listened
to our preaching, and received our
books.

DBOOK DISTRIBUTION.

At the close of each service we give
books to all who wish them; and when
in the country we give to all the men
who hear preaching, and also distrib-
ute in the shops. In this way I have
Jistributed during the year portions of
Scripturc and tracts 43,700 copies,

amounting to 1,013,150 pages. I dis-

tribute very few whole Testaments,—

generally vne of the Gospels or Acts.
SUCCESS.

T have baptized during the year nine
converts ; among them are two Jiouse-
hold lLaptisms, but no infants. Our
little chureh, which we call the Second
Baptist Church, has sixteen native
members, thirteen of whom were bap-
tized this year; (Rev. R. 1. Graves
baptized four, who were received into
the Second Church.) One of these
lives some distance in the country; sc
that I do not know how he is conduct-
ing himself; but the others live in
Canton, and are increasing in know-
ledge, and I hope growing in grace
also. I endeavour to teach them to ob-
serve all things which the Lord com-
manded, and nothing more, so that
they may grow up to be “old land-
mark Baptists.”’

One of those I baptized this year,
has been regularly licensed to preach,
and the church contribute monthly to-
wards bis support. But as the mem-
bers are all poor, they cannot contrib-
ute enough for his support. Perhaps
some good brother or sister who reads
this would like to make up the deficien-
cy. If so, please send about $100 to
the Board at Richmond, stating that it
is for the support of La-ung Waugh
Cho.

PROSPECTS.

Our prospects are as bright as the
promises of God are sure. Ile has
promised that the heathen shall be
given to Christ, and it will be, and as
a certain writer has said, “ If Chris-
tians will not do their duty in spread-
ing the Gospel that God will carry on
his work through the instrumentality
of infidels.” This I have seen to some
extent ; I have seen a missionary toiling
from day to day with no salary, and
supported not by Christians, nor by
professed Christians, bu: by Jews, Phar-

isees, and infidels !



THE COMMISSION.

307

But I prefer looking to Christians
to aid in spreading the Gospel. When
I came to China and saw the great
field and the few labourers, I wrote
again and again calling for more la-
bLourers, but the call was not answer-
ed, as only one man has been sent to
Canton within the last five years. So
I ceased calling for men from Ameriea,
and asked the Lord of the harvest to
raise up men in China for the work.
And 1 am thankful to see that Ile is
raising up some.

The old man I baptized last spring,
is labouring faithfully with me every
day. The young man I baptized in
1858, is beginning to speak, and says
that he wants to devote his life to the
ministry. But they are hoth poor men,
and have to work for their living, and
have not time to study the Seriptures
as they should. I wish them to study
the Scriptures with me for one or two
years; and I therefore beg of some
good brother, or bretnren, to under-
take their support while studying;
$80 will be sufficient for the support
of one—making $160 a year for the
two. Are there not some brethren in
America who will be glad to give
a small amount for this purpose? I
wait to see. If you wish to support
them, send the funds to our Board at
Richmond, stating that they are for the
support of beneficians. I give you
their names, A. P. Chaung, age 22
years, S. L. Soon, age 17 years.

Yours in Christ,
C. W. GaiLrarD,
e PPN EED PO P
Letter from Rev. R. II. Graves.

Caxrox, Jan. 12th, 1860.
DEear Bro. TavLor:
- In December I sent you my Annual
Report, and a journal of a trip in the
country, which I hope have reached
you safely.

INQUIRERS.
You will be glad to hear that I have

two hopeful inquirers. One_of “them
is a young man named Si,?'i-bm the
district town of Sz Ui, two days’ jour-
ney north-west of Canton. Ile came
to chapel very often, and has been
coming to me nearly every day for in-
struction. IIe seemed in some respects
to be a simple-minded countryman,
but very readily understood the Gos-
pel plap of salvation, and at once re-
fused to burn incense to the idols, al-
though he was ridiculed for his con-
duct. IIe said that Lie had been wick-
ed, but reformed and began to fast, bug
he did not know anything uabout the
true doetrine, and therefure worshiped
idols. IIe often remarked with much
earnestness that the doctrine of Jesus
is true, there is nothing false about it.
One day he said to me, “I tell you
what, teacher, if a man must be per-
fectly honest in all his dealings, he
will find it very hard work to earn his
rice.”” I told him, “ You must choose
between gaining a little less now and
an eternal hell bLereafter.” Ile said,
and his face brightened up as le spoke,
“Well, if I can’t get rice, I will live
on chuch.” This is a thin gruael, two
or three bowls of which can Le bought
for a cent. I told him to always keep
the Sabbath, and be perfectly honest in
all that he did, and God would not let
him starve. Though out of employ-
ment, he said nothing to me about
finding employment for him as so many
do. Ishould on some accounts have
liked to have kept him with me longer,
that I might instruet him further, but
he wanted to go home, not only to get
employment, but to tell others about
the Saviour. I therefore gave him a
number of books to distribute in his
native town, and promised to write to
him in a few weeks, Ie said that he
had some friends who were trying to
be good, and always fasted and collect-
ed written paper, but that they knew
nothing about the true God, and seem-
ed quite anxious for me to come to the
country. Oneday he remarked, *“You,
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have so many chapels in Canton, and
in the country, in three districts, (his
own and the two adjoining,) no one
has ever heard of the doectrine of
Jesus.”

My earnest prayer to God is, thata
door may be opened for preaching
Christ in Sz Ui through this man’s in-
strumentality. Will not the brethren
pray that God will keep him and make
him the instrument of bringing many
to Christ? I feel persuaded that he
will go to heaven when he dies, but
thought it well to defer his baptisin, as
he was so short a time under instruc-
tion.

s1v.

The other case is a man named Siu.
I noticed that he listened very atten-
tively in chapel, and spoke to him after
service. IIe told me that he was uua-
ble to read, but was very anxious to
learn more about the dactrine, and
asked me if I would teach him. I told
him that that was the very object for
which I came to China, and invited
him to come to sce me every day. I
have been delighted to see in him evi-
dences that he has been taught of
God’s Spirit. Ie was formerly em-
ployed in a government office, but gave
up his situation becavse he felt that
the money by which he was supported
was gained by extortion and dishon-
esty.

One day after service at my chapel,
he went home and found his daughter
worshiping idols. Ile had been halt-
ing between two opinions for some
time, but that day took the idolatrous
pictures, the incense, and all connected
with idol-worship, and threw them all
in the fire. Ile says that since this
act his heart feels much more at rest;
and though out of employment, he ¢an
trust God from day to day for his food.
He comes to our domestic worship
every evening. After we are through,
I ask him about what we have read,
and go over all with him. He then

.goes home and tells it to his wife and

daughters. From the first he has
seemed very anxious to teach his fam-
ily and he tells me that his eldest
daughter is very much interested and
anxious for instruction.

Last Sabbath she was to come to
my Bible class with her father, but o

‘heavy rain prevented. Besides coming

in the evening, he spends an hour with
me every other day. I have been re-
joiced to notice several times how God’s
Spirit teaches an unlettered man ex-
actly the same things that He clearly
reveals in the Word.

Yesterday Siw sald to me when 1
was speaking of faith, “ Yes, all that
God says is yes—there is no no about
it. We've got nothing to do with ask-
ing, is it yes or no. God says so.
That’s enough.”” I thought at once,
¢ All his promises are, yea and amen.”
Ile has been an opium-smoker and is
now under medical treatment. Ile
told me one day that when he takes
the pills, he always asks God to bless
him and epable him to break off the
habit.

I hope to baptize him when he is
fully cured of opium-smoking. Still
an opium-smoker stands. in such slip-
pery places, that if it were not for the
almighty grace of God, I should always
tremble for such a man. But God’s
grace is magnified the more in saving
such sinners.

O that God may keep this man
through faith unto eternal life.

PRAYER-MEETINGS.

This week we have been holding
meetings every day for prayer, fur an
out-pouring of the Huly Spirit on our
labours this year. I feel much en-
couraged, and believe that God will
bless us. We are straitened in our-
selves and not in Ged. Ie can shed
forth the Spirit in heathen as well as
in Ckristian lands. But our faith is so
weak that we cannot *‘claim” the
blessing.

My congregations at the chapel are

PRy
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so small on account of the cold weather,
that I have been going to the Shing
Wong temple, where we can always
get a good congregation. I have been
looking for a chapel on the main street
in the city, and hope with God’s bless-
ing to find one. If one can be secured

I hope to have several more services

" during the week.

Our claim on the Chinese govern-
ment for the Sun Hing Rai chapel has
been allowed with an interest of twelve
per cent. per annum for three years.
Some instalments, if not the whole
amount, will probably be paid to us
this year.

Brother Gaillard and I are both in
very good health, but sister Gaillard
has been quite ill, and also her infant.
She is now much better, but the child
is still sick.

Remember me with much love to
brother Schilling when you see him or
write to him. I hope that he will be
with us as soun as possible. Christian
regards to all the friends at Richmond.

Yours in Christ,
R. II. GravEs.
EED ror—
IJAYE—AFRICA.
Letier of Rev. R. IH. Stone.
IsavE, February 2nd, 1860.
Dear Bro. Taylor :

Yours of the 30th November is be-
forc me, and I now hastily reply, hav-
ing only a few minutes to write in.
Sue and I have both recovered from
our late severe attack, but I am grieved
to have to say that brother P. is now
quite ill of malignant fever. Ie was
taken yesterday, after enjoying a long
period of good health. He is now some-
what convalescent.

ANOTHER CONVERT.

Since last writing, a young man, liv-
ing with us, has professed conversion.
We are waiting to see if’ there are any
good fruits, and thus far his conduct
has been very conmsistent, though he
was a wicked, lewd youth before, being

the one who received the terrible chas-
tisement at Ogbomishaw.

THE CANADIAN COLONISTS.

Messrs. Dr. Delany and Prof. Cam-
pell, two colored gentlemen from the
North, are now here exploring the
country, with a view of settling with a
colony. They have concluded a treaty
with the chiefs and king of Abeokuta.
The colonists are to setile in common
with the natives, and to rigidly respect
their laws; but all matters of a judici-
ary natare, unless both parties are con-
cerned, will be left to themselves nlone.
In the excepted cuse, a committee from
ench shall decide any political or social
difficulty. For the privilege of settling
among the people, the colonists stipu-
late to bring with them as an equiva-
lent, “ intelligence, education, a knowl-
edge of the arts and sciences, agricul-
ture, and other mechanical and indus-
trial occupations, which they shall put
into immediate operation by improving
the land, and in other useful vocations.”
They declined the aid of the English
entirely, and acted in conjunction with
the influential colored enlightened men
of Abeokuta, which course I think a
very wise one.

FAILURE OF THE NIGER EXPEDITION.

While speaking on this subject, X
will mention that the Niger Expedition
is an entire failure, through the im-
moral conduct of Dr. Baikee and his
men. But these institutions being only
for the social and political henefit of
the people, do not interest me as much
as they do others.

NEED OF LABORERS.
The laborers in God’s vineyard here

are very few, while the soil is becoming

more and more fertile. I am greatly
grieved to hear of brother Clark’s ill
health. I cannot yet agree with him
in regard to white men living here.
There are no physical bounds to. the
Gospel, nor any similar conditions in
preaching it. *“ G'o ye into all the world,
and preack my gospel to every creature.”
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All whom the Lord calls can live here | feeling some ithprovement in health. I

or in any other country, whether they
be Jew or Gentile, white or black. The
Israelites did not ““stand still and see
the salvation of the Lord,” when the
way was opened, nor should we, when
God has supplied us with so many con-
venient means of sending abroad the
Gospel. The way is already open, and
the enemy pressing hard upon us.

The accounts of the various Stations
are here, and I will endeavor to arrange
and enclose them, with a copy of the
minutes of a called meeting of the mis.
sion; but, as I before remarked, I am
much pressed for time, on account of
brother P.s sickness. Weare in rather
bad fix about our house. The roof was
partly taken off to prevent falling, and
we cannot get any one to put on an-
other.

Sue sends much love to you.

Yours in Christ,
R. H. SroxEe.

P. S.—Brother P. is better. I am
not able to send the accounts at this
time. Much excitement about war pre-
vail here now. One day the whole
town flew to arms, and a great uproar
was heard all over the town and country.
ot # 0 S0

Letter of Rev. T. A. Reid.
Awvaw, Africa, Jan. 25th, 1860.
Dear Bro. Taylor:

Your kind favor, of the 27th, October,
was duly received by the December
mail. I was glad to learn that my
course in regard to the expenditures of
this Station 1was satisfactory to the
Board. I have learned, since 1 have
commenced the work on this Station,
that it is not easy to make an estimate

. for buildings in this country, for the
prices of labor and building materials
are so various in the different towns.

I did not write to ycu by the last
mail, because I was in Lagos buying
cowries for the wall, &e., of this Sta-
tion, incidentals at Ogbomishaw, and
some for the other brethren at Ijaye.

I returned home a few days since,

fear, howerer, the improvement is not
permanent, because I still have some
palpitation of heart. While at Lagos
I consulted the physician on board of
the English man-of-war Medura. Ile
advised me to return to America as
soon as convenient, as being the most
prudent course for me.

This course I do not feel free to fol-
low, because I do not think the urgency
of my case absolutely demands it, while
our Mission remains in its present fee-
ble condition. 'I'o leave my Dbrethren
now, to bear the burden which they
would necessarily have, would show
but little sympathy for them and the
causgé of Christ.

In regard to this mission, it seems
that the Lord is trying the faith of his
people. Although a sombre cloud
hangs over us, and secms to threaten a
speedy termination to our mission here,
yet we dare not surrender the field
while the last precious promise of our
Master stands recorded, * Lo, I am with
you always.”

There is a little difficulty now exist-
ing between this town and Ijaye, caused
by a small town west of this refusing
Ionger allegiance to the Chief of Ijaye,
and desiring to be subject to the King
here. A slight skirmish took place two
weeks ago, which resulted in the cap-
ture of about eighty of the Awyaw
people and three of the Ijaye people.
Ibaden is now trying to settle the af-
fair, and have all the captives restored
to their respective towns. This King
has evidently acted very imprudently in
the matter in two respects.

First, Because he was intefering with
that which did not belong to him. The
town in dispute was, some years ago,
troubled by the Ibaden people, and the
Chief of ljaye assisted them in driving -,
off the Ibaden people.

Secondly, He did not consult the
Elders of this town, without whose
opinion he had no right to act. The
consequence is, the people of this town
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have declared that they will not fight
for him under any such circumstances.
All things considered, I do not appre-
hend any farther hostilities.

Lagos is in quite n state of improve-
ment now, and has the prospect of
much greater. The principal foreign
merchants now doing business there
are Germans and Portuguese. There
are many native merchants, some of
whom are doing a fine business. Every-
thing seems to be increasing but Christi-
anity, and that seems to be almost
nominal. The new English consul, Mr.
Brand, seems to be quite a gentleman
in his deportment, but the officers and
men of the Brune, (an English gun-
boat, which lies in the lagoon near the
consulate,) are certainly very immoral
in their life. Their immorality, that
of the foreign merchants, and many of
the Sierra Leone people, form a great
obstacle to Gospel teaching. When the
missionary approaches the heathen with
the Gospel, these characters are always
quoted. In this respect Abeokuta is
suffering much. All the interior, how-
ever, are wholly under the control of
heathenism, except the little influence
which the Gospel has had. On this
subject I will have more to say in future.

There has been great destruction, by
fire, in some of the towns in this coun-
try during the present dry season.
Muany townships in Abeokuta have been
consumed, and the King’s house in
Ilorin, and much of that town have
been burnt.

The Hamatta winds have been blow-
ing much during this month, bringing
the thermometer down below 60°,

I am now much engaged in building
a wall around my Station, which I
hope to finish by the first of March.
Owing to the debility of my system I
shall not build the chapel till next sea-
son. I build the wall first, because I
think it most important to be enclosed.

By the December steamer the church
mission was re-enforced by the ad-
dition of four European -catechists.

Two Englishmen and two Germans.
The latter were designed for the Niger
mission at Babba. But as Dr. Baikie,
of the Expedition, and his companions,
have been driven away from Babba by
the King, all mission operations, for
the present, are closed there. The Eng-
ligh Government has dropt the Expe-
dition for the present, and it is uncer-
tain now what will be the final result
of their operations there.

As the Rainbow returned down the
river she was fired into by the natives,
and the first mate and one of the Kru-
men were killed instantly.

Lieut. Glover, of the Expedition, has
gone to England, and perhaps when he
makes his report to Government, some
action for redress will be taken.

We have not received the Commis-
sion nor Journal for several months. I
see you have appointed Rev. Mr. Fitz-
gerald to Liberia. Is he a white man
or colored ?

O that the Lord would send us more
missionaries here, for our number is so

small. Yours affectionately,
T. A. Rem.

et R OOt
REPORTS FROM CHURCHES.
LIBERIA.

Reports are made quarterly to bro-
ther Yates, superintendent at Monrovia,
and by him transmitted to the Board.
We give some of these for last quarter.

3
GREENVILLE, SIERRA LEONE.

Rev. Isaac Roberts writes, December
19, 1859, that the prospects of the.mis-
sion in this field are very encouraging.
Reports the dedication of one house of
worship, licensing one preacher, or-
daining two deacoms, and baptizing
two converts. Speaks of wide and ex-
tending fields for usefulness, by preach-
ing and schools.

MILLSBURG. e
Rev. James Bullock reports, for.the.
quarter ending December 30,1859 : .. . =
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1 beg leave to say, that I have faith-
fully preached to the churches assigned
me, and I am much encouraged in the
work of the Lord. We have but few
ministers to go in and out before our
people, and I feel most unworthy of
all. Yet I am striving to do the best
I can to keep up with the improved
state of things by caltivating my own
mind, so that I may be able to keep up
an interest in the churches under my
charge.- I will now give you the num-
ber of sermons, and other labour per-
formed :

Sermons preached, . . . 4
Visits to the sick of my charge, 4
Prayer-meetings, . . . . 4
Conferences, . . . 3

Miles travelled, (mcludmo the trip

to the Association,) 132

MARSHAL.
Marsaar, Dee. 30, 1859.

This is the report of this quarter:
I have preached 30 sermons. I have
made some vigits also. There are sev-
eral prayer-meetings connected with
the church, which are well attended.
The heathen have been visited with
the small-pox, which has broken up
several native towns in our neighbour-
hood. Though we were visited by it,
yet we have reason to thank God it did
not carry off any out of this settle-
ment. No deaths have been in our
church during this quarter.
Apax WmrE.

CLAY-ASHLAND.

Report of Wm. C. Burke,
quarter ending Dee. 31, 1859:

Preached twenty-one sermons, .
Delivered seven lectures, .
Superintended and taught Sabb'tth
School eight times, . . . 8
Visited the sick and for religious
conversation, seven times, . . 7
Met and conducted prayer-meetings
fifteen times, . . - .

for the

21
7

15

Met and attended conference, . 1
Baptized twenty-five candidates, 25
Admin:stered the Lord’s Supper, 1
during the quarter just ended, and
the close of the present year. We

have had great reason to rejoice and
be thankful, take courage and press
forward. The Lord having visited us
with a shower of his divine grace.
Twenty-fire hopeful converts being
added to the church by baptism. Tho
mozt of them being young. We hope
that they may grow up ornamental
trees, ever proving to be the planting
of the Lord. Our little Zion has now
quite a respectable congregation, num-
bering 103. Our prayer is, that the
Lord may continue to increasc us,
until our little cne shall become a thou-
sand.
Yours truly.

BEXLEY.

There has nothing of importance
transpired during this quarter, ending
Dec. 30, 1859, other than the meeting
of the Association and the building of
a new church here. Our church is
thirty fect long by twenty wide.

While building the meeting-house,
I did not attend as regular at Edina
and Farmerzetta as usual. At the fur-
mer place I have preached only four
times during the quarter, and at Far-
mazetta twice. The rest of the time
I spent in Bexley. The house was
finished and dedicated on Wednesday,
the Tth of December, and the Associa-
tion convened on Thursday, the 8th.
Since that time I have been preaching
at Bexley.

The church here has been much
cheered by the meeting of the breth-
ren. I have every reason to belicve
that the Lord will visit this part of his
vineyard soon,

Your brother,

R. F. Hicr.
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NEW CEORGIA NATIVE STATION.

Report of Last Quarter— October, No-
vember and December, 1859.

Desr BroTHER:

Another year has passed, with all its
solemn events. I trust you have been
informed of the affliction, by disease
and death, occasioned by small-pox.
Dear sir, we have had some pinching
times; and allow me to return you my
thanks for your timely aid in sustaining
myself and family thus far. My trust
is in God, my rock, and fortress. lle
will not forsake his people, nor suffer
them to want.

We hare lost & good number of mem-
bers during this epidemic, but I thank
God for his kind protection over myself
and family. T did not budge an inch,
and was the instrument, in the hands
of God, in doing much good. We lost
two deacons, who have changed this
dark and dreary land to bask in the
sunshine of their Saviour; and now
our prayer is, that the Lord will sanc-
tify this dispensation of his providence
to the church, and that it may be the
means of encouraging this little flock
onward in the service of the Lord.

This church cannot speak of refresh-
ing showers, yet I am encouraged, in
seeing backsliders returning to the
Sheep-fold; and I am happy to say we
have a few candidates for baptism;
preaching regular; prayer meetings
held; Sabbath school getting on, and
day school as well as can be expected.

Yours in Christ,
S. W. Brirrox.

GRAND CAFPE MOUNT.

Dec. 30th, 1859.
Dear Brethren : ¢

I herewith beg leave to report to you'
my labors for the fourth quarter, end-
ing December 30th, 1859

REPORT.

Preached 14 sermons.

Attended 5 conferences.

Attended 9 prayer meetings.

Made 46 family visits,

We have now 13 candidates for bap-
tism. :

Nov’r 20th, left for the Liberia Bap.
tist Association, as a delegate sent by
my church. I travelled by land nearly
all the way, with about twenty miles
by water; slept at two native towns;
passed through some five on the route.
The people show much interest in hav-
ing a missionary. From accounts, there
are about 25 or 30 children who are ;
ready to go to school,

Jaues H. WiLsox.

MONROVIA,

December 30, 1859,
Dear Brother :

I Leg leave to say. that when I was
on my way to the Association I called
at ail our stations, from Junk to Grand
Bassa, and examined all the schools at
each point, and I am proud to be able
to say that they are in a healthy con-
dition, particularly Voabrunn’s, Mrs.
Cheesemnan’s and Hill’s,

My church at Monrovia is in a fine,
thriving condition as yet. To her I
have faithfully preached the Gospel,
and have witnessed much of the aid of
the Spirit, and our hearts have been
much cheered. My dear brother, the-
only object I have in view is the glory
of God, and the salvation of poor sin- -
ners. I will now give you in round.
numbers the full amount of labor per-
formed during the present quarter:

Sermons preached, - - 37
Prayer meetings, - - 15
Visits to my flock, ~ = . 25
Miles travelled, ° - - 160
Church meetings, - - 6

Administered the Lord’s Supper twice..
Baptized two Congoes.

The schools at Day’s Hope are mov-
ing on finely.

All of which is most re’spectfulli
submitted. ;

z

J. T. RicmagrpsoN. .,
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VIRGINIA,—NATIVE STATIONS.
December 19, 1859.
Dear Brother:

This is a true report of my labors:

I have preached 14 sermons at my
native stations, viz: at Brumleys and
Juvars Town. My visits have been
regular. My travels to the two places
are -0 miles.

Yours in Christ, ‘
F. RICHARDSON.

BUCHANAN.

Rev. A. P. Darvis reports this station
as prosperous, and the sehool increas-
ing in interest. Ile has performed n
large amount of arduous labor during
the quarter, preaching, teaching and
visiting.

Ehe Commission.

RICHMOND, APRIL, 1860.

DEPARTURE OF BROTHER
BOWEN.

On Friday, the 30th ult., our beloved
brother Bowen, with his wife and little
daughter, left our city for Brazil. They
sailed in the fine bark Abigail, and are
favored with excellent accommodations,
The lady of the captain accompanies
them, thus affording agreeable society
for sister Bowen. It was our pleasure
to accompany them as far as Hampton
Roads, and have much pleasant con-
versation with them. Their hearts are
in Africa, and they would have much
prefered to return to that field ; but the
condition of brother Bowen’s nervous
system rendered it, in the estimation of
his medical advisers, improper. They
were not willing, however, to remain
in this land, if any opening in unevan-
gelized lands presented itself. Brother
Bowen said, in writing to the Board on
the subject: I hope the Lord will not
permit me to go anywhere improperly.

I am willing to engage in any work:
where I can fill up a destitution. I bave
never sought for easy work, or to reap
whetre others have sown.” .

Again, he writes: “ I have earnestly
prayed God to direct and over-rale all
concerned in this important matter, and
I fecl the utmost confidence that the
decision of the Board will not be in-
fluenced by any trivial circumstances.
The treasure of grace is committed to
enrthen vessels, but weak as the vessels
are, the responsibility is infinite. For
mnyself, I hope 1 shall never refuse a
work which Providence and the breth-
ren lay upon me. If the Board should
decide, nest Monday night, that Tought
to go to Africa, I would go, and die.
Whether I go to Brazil or not, and
wherever I go for the present, I still
cherish the hope that I may visi¢ Yoru-
ba once more before I die.”

We shall not soon forget the solemn
and pleasant interview we were permit-
ted to enjoy with these loved mission-
aries on board the Abigail. The recol-
lection of the time, when with them
we bowed, in the state-room of the
English steamer, seven years ago, s
they were departing for Yoruba, rushed
upon the mind, and with pleasing trust
in the Divine promise, we could again
give to them the hand of farewell.

Will not all pray for these loved
ones. Especially let all ask God to
prepare the bewildered multitudes of
Brazil for the reception of His own
saving Word. T.

S

MISSIONARIES FOR YORUBA.

In a recent conversation with brother
Bowen, we ascertained his clear con-
viction, that white men, having it in
their hearts to go to Yoruba, ought nct
to be discouraged in the qntertainment
of this question. While he would re-
comméend the preparation of colored
men for the work, he seemed to be im-
pressed with the idea, that for some
time to come, white men must volun-
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teer their services and venture their
lives.

Wegathered, also, from brother Bowen,
that in his earlier connection with the
Yoruba mission, he was subjected to
exposures, which underminded his
health, but which now might be avoided.
It may become questionable whether it
msay not be better in this field, for mis-
sionaries to go out unincumbered with
families. T.

ESee

WIIAT BAPTISTS SHOULD BE.

Of the truth of the distinctive views
of the Baptists we have no doubt. That
they are controverted, moves us not.
What truth is not controverted? The
doctrine of the divinity of the Saviour,
of atonement, of spiritual regeneration,
of the perseverance of the Saints, of
the future punishment of the wicked—
these, and kindred doctrines of God’s
‘Word, are controverted by those call-
ing themselves Christians. But do we,
therefore, doubt their truth? As little
can we doubt the truth of our peculiar
denominational doctrines. What if
others do not believe them? What if
good men cavil at them? We can pity
their prejudices, or their ignorance, but
we cannot doubt of truths so plainly
taught in the Gospel. While, for the
defence of these truths, we may deem
it needful to reply to the arguments of
those who attack them, yet we can no
more admit that they are controvertible,
than we could concede this of the doc-
trines of grace, or the eternity of future
punishment. No, we have an assured
Jaitk in the truth of our principles.

But from this very fact arise certain
obligations, which it may be well to
ponder:

1st. We believe that a .church of
Christ is a2 community of converted
persons—such as have been made alive
to holiness by the Spirit of God. Such
a community should be pre-eminently
koly.- Its ‘members should give no
doubtful evidence of their piety. Con-

sequently, purity, devotion, liberality,
self-denial, earnest consecration to the
service of the Saviour, should charac-
terize them. And as it should be the
aim of every member to maintain such
a character, so it should be the constant
care of the body to promote it in each
one.

This obligation is acknowledged, and
if possible, enhanced in Baptism, as
setting forth our death to sin, and life
to righteousness, and as an indispensa-
ble pre-requisite to church membership.
A man may be converted before bap-
tism. Yea, ke must be converted before
he can lawfully receive baptism. The
ordinance is for believers, and for be-
lievers only. Bat a clurch member he
cannot be before baptism. ZT%e require-
ment of baptism is one of the organic
laws of a Christian churck. He who is
not baptized can no more belong to a
church of Christ—in the Secriptural,
not the common sense of these terms—
than an alien can be a citizen of the
United States without taking the oath
of allegiance.

But, asks the Apostle, in view of the
spiritual fact, and the representation of
that in baptism; “How shall we who
are dead to sin live any longer there-
in?” There is so manifest and gross
an inconsistency between the position
of a Baptist and a life of sin, that it
seems strange any one should be found
attempting to unite the two.

Thus, from the spiritual reqmsxtes
for membership in a Baptist churech,
and the solemnly impressive ordinance
by which its members: are introduced
into it, we see that Baptists are under
obligations to be a peculiarly holy peo-
ple.

These considerations denve additional
force from the relation which Baptists
sustain to these truths, and the relation
which these truths sustain to the tri-
umph of Christianity, and the salvatxon
of sinnera, :

First, As to our rel:mon to these
truths. We are their defenders—their
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their propagators. All others, with
more or less of directness and virulence,
are arrayed against them. Pedobap-
tism, in all its varied forms, and Camp-
bellism, with its protean shapes, oppouse
them. They are distasteful to the car-
nal heart. Ilence the natural instincts
of the unrenewed are in antagonism to
them. In every way they are assailed.
By grave and learned argument, by
ridicule, by denunciation, and where
civil government does not forbid, even
yet, by the scourge and the prison. For
such a contest, O how much do we need
to be full clad with the * whole armor
of God.” What spirituality, what meek-
ness, what patience, what fortitude,
what zeal do we need!

Again, it is ours to propagate these
traths. Christianity, in its whole spirit
and mission, is aggressive. It comes to
remould the opinions, to change the
hearts, to control the lives of men. Its
“field is the world.” Help we may
expect in the propagation of other
truths, but these we must carry to the
ends of the earth, or they will not be
taught at all, or so obscurely as to
paralize their vital power. We say
their vital power. They are the life,
not of the individual Christian, but of
the Christian church. While, in their
obscurity, or their suppression, personal
piety may exist, Christianity, as a sys-
tem cannot. Something else that is
called by its name may, but it will be
a something which is corrupt, and
tending to still greater corruption.

Pedobaptism. should it succeed uni-
versally, as in some countries and
periods it has done, would merge the
church in the world. There would be
no church, and soon, with little excep-
tion, no piety. Such is the inevitable
result of infant baptism, left to its own
inherent tendency. The consummation
of its influence, when the opposing
force of our peculiar principles is with-
drawn, ever has been, and ever will be,
a merely nominal and pseudo Christi-
anity. The church of Christ is either

a spiritual community, or it is a worldly
one. If it is a spiritual community,
unconverted persons, whether children
or adults, have no place in it. If they
are ndmitted, n death-blow is struck at
the spirituality of the body, and any
degree of spiritual life which may lin-
ger in it for a time, must owe its ex-
istence to principles which are thus
formally discarded. And as, in the
course of events it must sooun be, that
the increasing majority of the members
of such a community will be uncon-
verted, the effect of these discarded
principles must grow less and less, un-
til it shall hardly exist.

Of Campbellism, and kindred here-
sies, we say but this. There is no spir-

.ituality in them-—no such ckange of

heart as makes a man a new creature
in Christ Jesus. (We speak of systems,
not men.) They are but a dead body
of rationalistic formalism.

What hope is there, then, but in the
Saithful, and adequate propagation of
our distinctive views. We know that
our opponents will consider us arrogant,
and will sneer at our positions as pre-
sumptuous and false. It may be, even
that some of our own brethren will
think we claim too much, and that we
are discourteous in our statements.
What then? Are they any the less
true? Are they the less needful to be
made ?

But, if the maintenance and propa-
gation of our peculiar views be thus
important to the existence of a spirit-
ual Christianity, it is not less so to the
conversion of sinners—the salvation of
a world lying in wickedness. We do
not doubt that the different sects of
evangelical Christians are doing much
in this blessed work—more, directly,
taken as a whole, than Baptists are.
But, if left to the operation of their
views of a mixed church membership,
how soon would they loose their evan-
gelical character, and become, as many
Pedobzptist churches have been and
are, utterly estranged from the spirit
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of the gospel? The influence of our
pecular principles is necessary to pre-
serve them from so fatal an apostacy,
and to secure the perpetuation of that
degree of spiritual efficiency with which
it has pleased God to endow them.

These things Uleing true, Baplisis,
abore all people in the world should be a
missionary people. Equally with all
others who believe in Christ, they are
bound to publish his salvation to the
ends of the earth. But their peculiar
position, resulting from the very doc-
trines that underlie their denomina-
tional existence, imposes upon them an
obligation of unspeakable solemnity
and force to *‘ preach the gospel to eve-
ry creature.”

Iow can we slumber or loiter with
such immense destinies, under God, in
our hands? How can we turn aside to
lower, and less important ohjects, with
such tremendous obligations resting
upon us? To us, emphatically, Jesus
says, ‘“ Go ye, teach all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”
O that every one would hear his voice,
and gird himself for the work. Then,
soon would ‘the wilderness and the
solitary place be glad for (us,) and the
desert rejoice and blossom as the rose.”

P.
R g o
WHAT BAPTISTS ARE.

We believe that there is a large
amount of heartfelt, humble, earnest
piety in our churches, and that, in this
respect, they would compare favorably
with any other denomination; and,
with few exceptions, with other periods
in our own history. But it cannot be
concealed that there is amongst us much
of worldliness, and ignorance of duty,
and of alienation, strife and bitterness.
It is painful to advert to these things.
It would be still more plainful to at-
tempt an extended exposure of them.
Their prevalence, especially that of the
latter, exposes us to the just displeasure

of our Lord, and the-scoffs of our oppo-
nents. It were bootless here to inquire
who and ‘what have caused this state
of things. Any attempt of the kind
would, not unlikely, be regarded as
evincing a desire to criminate, however
well intended, or cautiously executed;
and would but add fuel to the flame.
We have no such purpose.

But we would affectionately urge
upon all who claim the name of Bap-
tists, that they will seriously consider
the obligations resting upon them.
That they will honestly set about to
correct their own faults of spirit and of
action, and that they will “seek for the
things that make for peace; and things
whereby they may edify one another ;"
and that they will, one and all, set
themselves earnestly to the great work
devolved on them by the providence of
God and the * Great Commission.”

P.

-

THE SOCIETY FOR MISSIONARY
ENQUIRY.

We cheerfully give space, in our edi-
torial columns, to the following re-
quest:

To Friends éfﬂze Cause of Missions.

“¢The Society for Missionary Enqui-
ry,” connected with the Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, is very desi-
rous of collecting a mission library, and
a cabinet of missionary curiosities, be-
lieving that much additional interest
would thus be added to their already
interesting organization. They have
thought that there might be many
friends of the cause of missions who
would be glad to aid them in their ef-
forts, by donations of bouks, back num-
bers of missionary periodicals, mission-
ary curiosities, or moneys to procure
the same. We would be glad also to
receive information as to where we can
purchase such books or curiosities. Do-

nations sent to eit.he_r member of the -

Mg,
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C;)mmittee will be most thankfully re-

ceived.
R. . Maxnsn,

Wi, L. Curry,
W, J. Soiryay,
Commiltee.

% Southern Bap. Theolog. Seminary,
Greenville, S. C., March 23d, 1560.”

We hope that all those who can will
respond to the request of the society.
It is of the utmost importance that our
young brethren, while they are prepar-
ing for the ministry, shall have their
" minds strongly drawn to the great work
of missions. Any books or periodicals
relating to missions, home or foreign,
or that will serve to imparta knowledge
of the religious condition of our own
or other countries, also such as are suit-
ed to awaken an interest in the great
work of universal evangelization, will
be suited to the purposes of the society.
Will our readers send such as they can
part with? Or, having none to give,
will they send a donation to be used in
purchasing the peeded works? We
trust they will. P,

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTRI-
BUTIONS.

We will say to the children of our
Sunday Schools, that we are receiving
testimonials of interest in the foreign
mission cause, which cheer our hearts.
From the male class, No. 2, of the Sun_
day School of First Baptist church,
Nashrille, Tenn., S5 have been sent us
as a new-year’s offering—and from fe-
male class, No. 1, of the same school,
three dollars are more recently received.
Go on, children, in this good work.
May God make you all the children of
his grace. T.

et o P PP B O PPt
FAMILY OFFERINGS.

A good sister of Virginia sends us
two dollars for herself, and fifty cents
for her “five little merry ones.”” The
Lord bless that family. Will not the
children in other fumilies join in such
contributions. T.

-

A GOOD EXAMPLE. ’
Bro. Wilkins writes as follows: ;...

e

« LeavexworrH, March 23, ’60. .

“ Dear Brethren:

“Enclosed please receive two dollars,
my subscription for ‘The Commission,’
4th and 5th volumes, to July, 1861,
During the past and present year we
have held o monthly prayer-meeting at
Mount Olivet Church, where I minister,
intended to be in concert with other
monthly meetings of prayer for Foreign
Missions, to which I am in the habit of
taking ¢The Commission,’ reading some-
thing from it, and leaving it with the
members for their perusal. I think
there is an increasing interest in the
subject. But our membership is small,
and generally limited in this world’s
goods—nevertheless I will continue to
recommend it to them.

Yours fraternally,
S. B. Winkins.”

This is a note worthy of example.
If pastors generally would pursue the
same course, it would tend greatly to
interest the hearts of Christians in the
Mission cause, and doubtless the Lord
would bless us more, at home and
abroad. P.

GOOD NEWS FROM AEABAMA.

The following statement is only one of
a large number of facts, showing that
“the spirit of missions is taking hold
of the people of Alabama.” Among
other striking proofs of this is the
increased amount of contributions from
that State during the year closing 31st
of March, to the Board of Foreiga
Missions. The report of the Treasurer
shows that over seven thousand dollars
have been thus given. It is cheering
to find our brethren *very much pleased
with” the Commission. P.

¢ La PrLacg, Arna,, Jan. 2, 1860.

¢ Dear Brother:
‘ Enclosed I send you one dollar for
my subscription to the Commission this




TIHE COMMISSION. 319

year. I am very much pleased with it,
and shall always remain a subseriber,
80 long as it continues to advocate the
glorious cause of our Redeemer.

“The spirit of missions is taking
hold of the people of Alabama, and a

* lively interest is manifested in all of
their proceedings, to the good of the
cause.

Respectfully,
Joux G. Croun.”

WIHAT THE SISTERS THINK.

From a number of similar commauni-
cations from our sisters, we select o few
sentences penned by one who writes
from Minden, Louisiana, as showing
what the sisters think of the Commis-
sion:—

““ Brother Poindexter:

*“Enclosed you will find one dollar,
for which you will please send me ‘The
Commission’ for another year. I have
been taking it two years, and cannot
do without it. Church members will
pay from §3 to $4 for papers, and yet
cannut take the Commission, with its
ever welcome tidings from those who
are working out a glorious mision in
foreign lands.

“God speed the Commission! And
may you be repaid with success here,
and in the world to come with a rich
harvest of souls.”

Thank you, dear sister. Continue to
pray for us and the good and “ glorious
mission.” P.

MISCELLANY.

WILL TIIE CHURCH TAKE POS-
SESSION OF CHINA.

The question now arises, will the
church of Christ take possession, in the
name of the Lord, of this land? Will
the disciples of Jesus, in view of these
vast, perishing multitudes now made
accessible, lay to heart, and yield ready
and cheerful obedience to, his last
great command? Will the people of
God go where his providence clearly

opens the way, and points the road?
Are they ready to follow the pillar of
cloud and of fire, withersoever it may
lead? Will laborers in greatly in-
creased numbers be sent into the vast
fields just opened, and which are
¢ white and ready for the harvest?”

Never before was there presented such
a field for missionary effort. Never
has the Christian church, in any previ-
ous period of its history, had so wide
a door of usefulness opened, or had so
great o demand upon its laborers and
resources. Never before has any single
field invited the pleople of God to en-
gage in an enterprise of such vastness
and grandeur,

This language is not exaggeration.
Look at the facts. Consider the extent
and popalation of this field. Contem-
plate its area of five millions of square
miles; its immense plaing, thickly dot-
ted with populous and bustling cities
and villages; its numerous, magnificent
rivers, and interminable labyrinth of
canals, all swarming with boats instinct
with human beings. Behold here con-
gregated about four hundred millions
of our fellow men, and all this vast
multitude united together by identity
of race, nationality, customns, habits,
religions and language. What nation
in ancient or modern times can at all
compare, in point of population, with
this? Consider that to accommodate
every two thousand of this population
with one place of worship, would re-
quire the erectjon 200,000 churches;
and to give but one missionary to super-
intend the mission work among every
100,000 inhabitants, would require,
4,000 laborers.—Rev. J. M. KxowLroxN.

VALUE OF BOOKS AND TRACTS.

The great awakening in Sweden, is
reported to have been brought about by
means of evangelical books and traects,
which have been circulated through
several years past, and this against an
ignorant, unconverted, and persecuting
| clergy. In 1836, of the 3,000 clergy,

Fre
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not more than thirty or forty were
known to understand anything of
spiritual religion. Now there are said
to be between four and five hundred.
The 140,000 distilleries in Sweceden, in
1836, have diminished to probably forty
or fifty thousand. Out of a population
of three million five hundred thousand,
250,000 have professed conversion with-
in the past two years.

A CHINESE BAPTIST CHURCH IN
CALIFORNIA.
 Since the last issue. of the Circular,
we have had the happiness to organize
a little Baptist church in Saeramento,
consisting entirely of Chinese members.
This is the only Christian church of the
kind on the American continent. All
the officers of the church, at the organi-
zation, were duly elected by ballot.
Phe results of the balloting were: For
Pastor, Shuck Seen Sang; Deacon, Tsuy
Fook, Clerk, Yong Fo, and for Trea-
surer, Wong Chong. They celebrated
their first communion season on the
last Sunday in January. It was a
season of deep and delightful interest.
May the little one become a thousand.
[Bap. Circular.

BOOK NOTIGES.
Hester axp I; Or, Beware of World-
liness. By Mges. Maxners, Author
of “Sedgemoor,” “Pleasure and Pro-
fit,”” At IHome and Abroad,” &e., &c.
New York : Sheldon & Company.
We have not had time to read the
whole of this story, but we have read
enough to commend it as one of the
best of its class. The style is chaste,
perspicuous, and not without consider-
able force and beauty. The sentiments
are elevated and unexceptionable, and
the moral effect must be good. Itis
designed, as its title imports, to incul-
cate the lesson, *love not the world.””

Tre GosreL 1¥ Buoryau ; The Story of
its Introduction and Marvellous Pro-
gress among the Burmese and Ka-
yens, By Mgs. MacrLeop WYLIE.

~ Same Publishers.

Ve do not know when we have read

a book which more thrilled our heart

or imparted to us more encuuragement

in our official toils. Desides the wear-

ing drudgery, there is much in connee-
tion with the office of a Secretary to
try the faith and patience of the occu-
pant. But in view of the manifest
blessing of God on the Iabours of his
people to give the Gospel to_ the hex-
then, and of the promises of ultimate
success, we ‘thank God and take
courage.” For a more extended notice
of this work, see an article among the
original communications in this num-
ber of the Commission. We only say
here, that we trust the work will be
extensively read. P.

Tue Casker: Containing, in addition
to choice- Selections from ninetcen of
the most Popular Musical Works, a
great variety of New Music. Also
Anthems, Chants, Sentences, &c.;
newly arranged from Ilandal, Hay-
den,  Mozart, Beethoven, Rossine,
and others. By G. O. Roninson.
Charleston, S. C. J. B. Woodbury,
New York. Foarth Edition. Charles-
ton, S. C.: Soathern Baptist Publi-
cation Society.

We have copied in full the title of
this work. Of its excellencies we are
personally incompetent to judge. We
have heard and seen high commenda-
tions of it from those who ought to
know. It is neatly gotten up. As a
Southern and a Baptist publication, we
commend it to our readers. Addressd.
J. Toon, Financial Secretary, Charles-
ton; S. C. P.

Toe New Sanearn Scmoor. MINSTREL;
A choice collection of Music and
Hymns. New York: Sheldon &
Company, 115 Nassau Street.

A neat Sabbath School singing book,
of, we have no doubt, excellent qual-
ity. Price 10 cts. each, or $8 per hun-
dred. P.

Tne AsericaN Barrist ALuanac for
the Year of our Lord, 1860. Phila-
delphia. _American Baptist Pabli-
cation Society, No. 530 Arch Street.
This Annual is of great value for

the statistical information which it con-.

taing. It is n tract of forty-eight
pages, beautifully printed on good pa-
per, and with a number of cuts, illus-
trative of its contents. It should have
heen noticed sooner but for absence
from our post.

All‘the above can be had of T. J.

Starke of this city. P.
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