. ARE BAPTISTS SOCIALLY
EXCLUSIVE?

You will often hear in town and
country of socially exclusive circles,
coteries who choose not to have much
intercourse, or intimate fellowship with
any beyond their ‘own set,” who
hold thiemselves aloof from common
people, and talk of themselves as
“moving in n different sphere’” from
that of the mass of their neighbours.

Ve ask, are these social exclusives
generally Baptists? Is this clannish-
ness a peculiarity of the members of
our churches?

You may find some: of it, perhaps,
here and there, for Baptists belong to
our common humanity; but is it not
more distinctly a peculiarity of some
other religious communions than ours ?
If you were going to judge from ordi-
nary observation which of the religious
denominations were most repellant of
others in social intercourse—which
were most closely knit together in clan-
ship—which most naturally segregated
into little **touch-me-not” coteries—
how would you decide? You would
not say the Baptists. This is not:their
character in any community with which
we have ever been acquainted. Social
exclusiveness, wherever else it may be
charged, is not a peculiarity of Bap-
tists.

« Ah1” we hear some one eneer,
+ the Buptists are not much to be found
in the higher classes! They do not
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usually belong there. They are, in the
main, composed of the poor and com-
mon people.” -

Well, if this be so, we will try to
console ourselves by calling to mind,
that Jesus, and his Apostles, and the
members of the primitive churches,
did not belong to the higher order of
Pharisees and Nobles—the aristocracy
of the day—but that publicans and
sinners, carpenters and tax-gatherers
and fishermen,— the poor of this
world, rich in faith were the heirs”
and originators * of the kingdom.”

1We have, it is our reproach to ad-
mit it, more, both of wealth and intel-
ligence, than are devoutly and benevo-
lently used, in glorifying God, and
evangelizing the world.

But if this sneering intimation be
true, that the Baptists are made up of
labourers and servants, farmers and
mechanics, and tradesmen, then how
can it be that they are chargeable with
exclusiveness? This would be a mar-
vellous reversal of the ordinary cus-
toms of sdciety, in this world of ours.
Look atit. ‘I'he Plebeians arrogating
social superiority over tlie Patricians,—
and the Patricians grieved and com- -
plaining against it. The rude Democ-
racy hurting the feelings of the refined
Aristoeracy by declining proffered fra-
ternity and fellowship with them. Hu-
manity in its fallen pbases, is not
made of such stuff as this. < The
lower classes,” as the Baptists are so
often reproachfully termed, are not i
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usually the exclusives. So much for
this charge of our accusers, according
to their own premises.

e claim that in the common inter-
course of life, the Baptists are as hos-
pitable and frank, as easy of access,
as cheerful in' neighbourly charities,
as prompt in responding to all advan-
ces of social fellowship, as the average
of men and women breathing the same
air, and enjoying the same common
sunlight.

We think we might claim even more
than this, and show that our demo-
cratic church government, and forms
of worship, bringing the whole mem-
bership on to one common platform,
into frequent intimate intercourse with
each other, is felicitously adapted to
develop and cultivate the social affec-
tions, and thus indirectly, yet effec-
tively to render them more cordial and
genial in ordinary intercommunion with
men. 'There is mnothing, certainly,
in our history or customs as a people,
nothing in our principles or polity, in
the doctrines we teach, or the duties
we inculeate, to warrant the reproach
of social exclusiveness.

We have an additional word on this
topic. It is neither good philosopby,
patriotism, nor piety, for the intelligent
and cultivated, and wealthy classes, to
withdraw themselves from association
with the humbler classes, in their
church relations. Their position in-
volves responsibilities and duties to-
wards those less favoured by God’s
providence, which cannot be met by
separating themselves from them, and

- jsolating themselves in dissevered com-
munions. The rich and educated have
no moral right thus to segregate them-
selves from the poor and ignorant, and
consult mere taste instead of con-
science and benevolence. They should
rather seek to be associated with them,
in order to elevate and do them good.
The true-hearted Christian, instead of
shunning the rude and lowly in his re-
ligious associations, and gratifying in-

tellectual, senhmentnl or fashionable
aflinities, will prcfer, if truth or con-
science will permit, to link himself in
fellowship with the humble poor, that
he may aid in their elevation, and be
nearer to them to do them good, as he
may have influence, opportunity, and
means. As Jesus himself preferred to.,
come into closest affiliation;with th ;
poor and ignorant, thezhmlex:elasses' '
of society, in order to rea‘ dftmse
them, 80 should His true *followers do.
Those churches who piously aim to
imitate this great example, are most
blessed of Ileaven, nnd most useful to
men. Your class churches, into which
wealth, and fashion, and taste, and
parvenu travesties of them, withdraw
from communion with commoner hu-
manity, are far enough from the model
swhich Jesus gave, and after which
Apostles patterned. When Baptist
churches aim at this, may they be ob-
literated, and more Christ-like com-
munigns be reconstructed.

B.

r
T PP Prearcemms

HUMAN DEPRAVITY.

Campbellism Examined. By Rev. J:
JETER.

Review of Campbellism Eramined.
Moses Larp.

“If there be one truth, which more
than another, should be habitually pre-
sented to the notice, and proposed to
the conviction ¢f fallen creatures, it is
the humbling truth oF THEIR .0WN DE-
prAVITY.”— Chalmers.

Those who are familiar with theo-
logical systems, will have observed,
that their divergence generally com-
mences in relation to the doctrine
of human deprivity. Arminianism,
admitting fotal depravity, teaches that
there is a universal gift of the Holy
Spirit as a compensation for its exis-
tence, in consideration of which men
are accountable, and can save them-
selves by the Gospel. Antinomians,
with the same admission, but repudia-



TIIE COMMISSION.

35

ting the Arminian’ theory of spiritual
influcnce ; deny the obligation of men
to perform any spiritual acts without o
special influence of the Spirit. Socini-
ans, and others agreeing with them on
this subject, * consider all evil propen-
sities in men, (except those which are
i’m:cu]t‘.ntnll_w,r contracted by education or
example,) ns bemg in every sense natu-
ral to . themfsupposmg that they were
ongmall}F created with them.”* Their
systems of religion, therefore, are mere
plans for moral education, deviged, they
claim, by God, but dependant for their
eflicacy solely upon the truths they
teach. Calvinists believe the doctrine
of total depravity, but they do not, with
Arminians and Antinomiane, regard
this doctrine as invalidating Zuman ac-
countability. Accountability they pred-
icate of man’s powers and capability in
the state in which he was created; de-
pravity, as a consequence of the fall:
a consequence which renders the aid of
the Iloly Spirit necessary to the salva-
tion of man, but does not at all weaken
his obligation to serve God.

By the terms fofal depravity is meant,
# That the human heart is by nature
totally destitute of the love of God, or
of love to man as the creature of God,
and consequently is destitute of all true
virtue.’t

What is the doctrine of the ‘““Refor-
mation” upon this suhject? And what
do the Scriptures teach regarding it?
These questions I propose to discuss in
the present Essay.

Mr. Campbell has, upon this subject,
as upon most others, seemed to contra-
dict himself. Iis teachings regarding

the influence of the Spirit in conversion,

however, lead to the supposition that be
does not admit the doctrine of fofal de-
mevity, Dr. Jeter was ‘warranted in
stating ¢ Mr. Campbell’s. theory of con-
version.overlooks, or at least underesti-
mates, the inveteracy of human deprav-

* Fuller's Works, Vol. I, p 194.
+ Fuller’s Works, Vol. I1, p. 634-5.

ity.” IIe would, doubtless, admit the

fact that man is depraved, but not thag

his depravity is of such a nature as to

oppose an insuperable obstacle to his

believing and obeying the Gospel.. There
is no need of any change of heart in

order to this, except what is effected by

the gospel itself, as believed and obey-

ed. Ifistheory of conversion is, in fact,

a tacit denial of the essential depravity

of the heart.* It is reconcilable only

with the Socinian doctrine previously

stated. I do not charge Mr. Campbell

with holding this doctrine. Men are,
not unfrequently, blind to the logical

consequences of their opinions. But

whatever he may believe, we are not

left in doubt as to Mr. Lard’s opinion

of the doctrine of the Reformers. Ie

says: °

“ The very thing which we utterly
deny is, that any degree or form of de-
pravity exists in the human heart which
renders the sinner incapable of conver-
sion by the I'ruth.”? * * *

“There are two forms of depravity
in the existence of which we do not be-
lieve :—-one, a form which makes it ne-
cessary to regenerate infants in order -
to their salvation ; the other, a form
which renders an influence distinct from
and above the Truth necessary to con-
version. And, should it be said that
depravity exists in these two forms only,

* The reader of Campbellism Exam-
ined, cannot fail to notice the extreme
caution of Dr. Jeter, not to misrepresent
or over state the positions of Mr. Camp-
bell. He might with justice'have put
his objection to Mr. C.’s theory of con-
version in much stronger terms. Mr.
Lard attempts to use this caution to his
disadvantage. He represents the only
difference between Mr. C. and Dr. J,, as
relating to the degree of depravity, while
it is perfectly evident:that it is'as to the
nature of depravity itself that they are
atissue. Dr. Jeter rcgards it as an es-
sential corruption of our moral nature,
Mr. Campbell seems to consider it, like
Mr. Lard, as mere frailty or weakness.

-
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then we are prepared to deny the exist-
ence of the whole thing.? * * % X
«"'rue, we all inherit that frail na-

_ture which renders us so extremely sus-

ceptible of temptation. Nay, we will
even grant tint we inherit it in an ag-
n‘mvated forn’, which is the only form
in which we do inherit it.” * * * ¥

« Put this frailty or weakness is not
sin ¢ it is only n condition without which
there had been nosint Nor is it a con-
sequence of Adam’s sin. Adam pos-
sessed it before he sinned, else he had
not sinned ; hence, it is not a conse-
quence of his sin. JItis, however, a con-
dition of sin, since without it Adam
could not have sinned; but it is only a
condition. Nor, perhaps, will facts
warrant the conclusion that this frailty
is, even in our case, greatly increased.
For greater weankness in sinning was
never displayed than by Adam. He
yielded to the first temptation ever pre-
sented to him, without, so far as we
know, offering even the slightest resis-
tance. No one of his descendants ever
did more.”— Rev., p. 131-35.

1 have quoted thus fully from the Re-
view, that there may be no possibility
of mistaking Mr. Lard’s positions.
They may be thus stated :

1st. There i3 no such depravity as
renders necessary an essential change
of our moral nature, in order to salva-
tion. .

ond. That depravity is simply frailty,
or weakness of nature.

3d. That Adam had this before the
fall, and it is no sin.

4th. That since the fall we may in-
herit this frailty inan aggravated form,
though this is doubtful, since, so far as
we know, Adam sinned with as little
resistance to temptation as has any one
of his descendants.

With these statements before me, am
I not fully warranted in saying that the
Reformers deny the doctrine of human
depravity? 1t seems well nigh profane

" to speak of Adam, before he fell, as

depraved. Ile reflected then, according

to Mr. Lard himself, * the moral image’
of God, as a perfect mirror. That is,
we suppose he means, he was holy. But
whether this is what he means or not,
it is the representation of God’s word,
“God made man upright”” And ac-
cording to the above extracts, if Adam
was not depraved before the fall, men
are not depraved now. Let,it bo re-
membered, that the tefmﬁ'el{\’tes, not to
conduct but to nafure. Weakness, or
frailty is all that is charged against the
nature of man, and this existed, though
possibly not in so aggravated a form,
before the fall.

I am aware that Mr. Lard has, in
another paragraph, written as if he be-
lieves man to be the subject of a *“ more
inveterate form” of depravity than these
extracts exhibit. ,¥I¢ shall have the
benefit’of the passage. *We agree to
the mournful truth that man is depra-
ved, i.e. that his reason has been great-
ly clouded by the fall, that his tastes
and feelings have been perverted, and
that he no longer reflects the image—
the moral image—of his great Original
as he once reflected it. * * * The
three respects in which man has chiefly
suffered by the fall, we conceive to be
his subjection to mortality, his loss of
the moral image of a kind Creator, and
his greater exposedness to temptation
and ruin.” In the immediate context,
however, he speaks of these injuries as
s his misfortunes.”” This is the whole
«length and breadth and depth and
height” of depravity, nccording to the
« Reformation.” Ilow nearly this view
corresponds with the Socinian doctrine,
as stated by Andrew Fuller, let the
reader judge; Socinians consider all
evil propensities in men, (excepf*those
which are accidentally contracted by
eduzation or example,) as being in eve-*
ry sense natural to them, supposing
that they were originally created with
them.”

Taken in connection with its context,
<« the loss of the moral image of a kind
Creator,” can be understood to mean
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nothing more than the'increase of frail-
ty and greater exposedness to tempta-
tion, without involving the idea of any
essential change of nature ; and this in-
crease of frailty is not a sin, but a
‘ misfortune.” Much as it is to be la-
mented, it is something for which man
is pot accountable. It may, according
to Mr. Lard, proceed to such extent,
*“that all, (infants mcluded)—after a
certain penod of life,—not only sin,
but—are even inclined to sin. But this
inclination we believe to be owing,’”” he
continues, * at first at least, rather to
the force of tewptation, and the feeble-
ness of tho resistance offered by an im-
muture resisting will and untaught
judgment, than to any thing in the form
of an innate, inherited depravity so in-
veterate that resistaunce becomes nearly,
if not quite, impossible,’”” *“ weginherit
no form of depravity so inveterate as to
affect the perfect freedom of the will,
close the heart against the Truth, or
render man insusceptible of being mo-
ved by motives; in a word, no form
which renders him incapable of being
converted by the simple, unaided light
and force of divine truth.”

Is this the doctrine of God’s word?
Do the Scriptures teach us that all the
injury man’s moral nature received
from the fall is a probable increase of
frailty and liability to be overcome by
temptation? On the contrary, do they
not represent man, as a fallen being, as
essentially corrupt, and entirely estran-
ged from God and. holiness? Let us
appeal to the divine testimony.

T'he scriptures teach that, by birth,
man is corrupt and wicked.

David in Ps. li., 5. says, * Behold 1
was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did
my mother conceive me.”” This excla-
ination occurs in connection with amost
humble confession of sin and an earnest
prayer for forgiveness, and purification
of heart. It cannot._late to any pecu-
liar circumstances connectsd with. the
birth of Darvid, for he was the ospring
of lawful marriage, and his parents ap-

pear to have been pious. In the Ixxxri
and cxvi Psalms, he refers to his mo-
ther as the ““hand-maid” of the Lord,
an expression which seems to import
that she was eminently devout. That
it relates to the state of bis heart, the
next verse clearly indicates. * Behold
thou desirest truth in the inward parts :
and in the hidden part shalt thou make
me to know wisdom.”” How he expect-.
ed this to be effected, we learn from his
prayer, ® viz. .» *Create in me a clean
heart, O God ; and renew a right spirit
within me.”” He was conscions that
his sin was the result of a wicked heart,
and prays, not only for forgiveness but
for cleansing of heart. He traces his
wickedness back to his very birth.
Now, are the confession and prayer of
David reconcilable with the idea of sin-
less frailty, as all the injury which he
itherited ? Do they not prove that he
regarded his nature as essentially cor-
rupt and sinful? And can there be
conceived a plausible reason why what
David, guided by the Spirit of God, de-
clares to be true of himself, is not
equally true of every other merely hu-
man being? 5

II. Being “born of 2 woman’’ is giv-
en as a reason why man cannot claim
to be righteous. Job xv, 14-16. *“What
is man, that he should be.clean? And
he which is born of a woman that he
should be righteous? Behold he put-
eth ne trust in his saints ;. yea, the hea-
vens are unclean in his sight: How
much more abominable and filthy is
man which drinketh iniquity like wa-
ter?”” And if it should be said that
Eliphas is here refering, not to any es-
sential corruption of nature, but to the
infinite inferiority of man, compassed
with temptations, and frail, and mortal
as compared with God, it is sufficient to
reply, that he goes on fo characterise

him as ‘abominable and filthy’’ and,

drinking “in sin like water,”’i. e. a8
not only inexpressibly wicked, but as

sinning with avidity, firom the very love.

The terms man, and born of a

of sin.

-
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woman, are equivalent to each other! It
is because he is man—born of 2 woman,
that he is *“ abominable and filthy,” and
¢ drinketh in sin like water.” Job had
previously taught the same truth, xiv.
4. **Who can bring a clean fking out
of an unclean ? Not one.” 1le is speak-
ing of “ man thatis born of a woman,”
v. 1, and gives the uncleanness of the
parent as a reason for that of the child.
f it is said that his meaning is limited
to common * frailty” and liability to
suffering, I reply that when Job says
man cannot be clean, he means, evident-
ly, the same that Eliphas does by this
expression ; and it has been shown that
Eliphas has reference to moral purity.
I1I. Men are represented as sinners
from their very birth. Mr. Lard is
willing to admit that “all (infants in-
cluded) * * * after a certain period of
life, not only sin, but are even inclined
to sin.”” Pity he did not inform us at
what period of life, infunts sin, and are
even inclined to sin. As it is, the word
of God must supply the information.
Ps. Iviii. 3. ¢ The wicked are estran-
ged from the womb: they go astray as
soon as they are born, speaking lies.”
Gen, viii. 21. “The imhgination of
man’s heart is evil from his youth.”
Xow exact the correspondence between
the first of the above passages, and the
language of David, * Behold I was sha-
pen in iniquity, and in sin did my mo-
ther conceive me.” The wicked—the
‘““ sons of man”—as they are called in
the first verse of the Psalm, are estran-
ged from the womb. There isin their
very nature a proneness to sin, and as
soon as they act at all, as moral agents,
they sin actually, they go astray as soon
as they are born. The second passage
is not less conclusive of original corrup-
tion. The phrase from his youth, sig-
nifies the whole of the former part of
the age of man, which commences from
the beginning of life.* Itis a phrase
~ *Edwards on Original Sin, Part 11, Ch.
2. I would here acknowledge my indebt-

edness to this author for the material of
a considerable portion of this Essay,

of very frequeni?bccurrence in the Old
Testament, and venemlly has this sig-
nifieation. And it is not the conducb
only, it is the heart of man which is
evil from his youth. The corruption of
the heart corrupts the life. * A good
tree bringeth not forth evil fruit.”

IV. The wizkedness of man is repre-
sented as universal and nggravated. I
can quote only a few of the many pas.
sages, which confirm this statement.
Gen. vi. 5. *And God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil con-
tinually.” Ps. xiv. 2.3. * The Lord
looked dotwn from heaven upon the chil-
dren of men, to see®if there were any
that did understand and seek God. They
are all gono aside, they are all together
become'filthy : there is none that doeth
zood, no, not one. Rom. i. 21-31, {i—
ifi. 9..19. In these chapters Paul has
proved, by the declarations of the Old
Tesmment and the facts of the case,
that both Jews and Gentiles are all under
sin.

Now these statements exhibit a con-
dition of the human race, inexplicable
upon the supposition that man is not
depraved. Could it Le, that out of the
millions who have lived upon the earth,
not a single one would have escaped
this deep corruption, and flagrant ini-
quity, if there were no inherited dispo-
sition to sin? Great as are the temp-
tations to sin, strong, too, are the in-
ducements to virtue. What, not one
zood thought—but every imagination
of the thoughts of the heart of every
one of this vast multitude only evil con-
tinually, and yet their nature as pure
as was Adam’s in Eden, only a little
more weak, it may be, and liable to yield
to temptation! I'hat such a thing is
possible, I will not deny. Adam, who
was created holy did sin, and thus de-
file his own nature. But that there
should have been no exception to such
a course among all the generations of
earth, upon the supposition that they
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inherit no corrupti?ti of heart, while
possible, is so ‘improbable that it would
require the very strongest evidence to
gain the credence of one looking with
calm unbiased mind at the subject.
And when we connect with these state-
ments, those previously introduced as
to the ‘period when this corruption of
nature commences, we are no longer left
in doubt as to either the fuct of inherit-
ed depravity, or its dreadful *“invetera-
cy‘,’

V. I remark, further, that the sins of
mankind are ascribed to the wickedness
of their hearts. This is fully implied
in the passages nlready introduced. I
add a few others; Mat. xvii19. ¢ For
out of the heart;gprocced evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, fornications; thefts,
faulse witness, blasphemies.” See also
Mark vii. 21, 23. Luke vi®¥45% « A
good man, out of the good treasure of
his heart, bringeth forth that which is
good ; and an evil man out of the evil
trearure of his heart, bringeth forth that
which is evil ; for of the abundance of

the heart the mouth speaketh.”” See’

_also the 10th Psalm. But it is unneces-
sary to multiply quotations. It will
hardly be denied that, throughout the
Scnpturea, men are eaid to act wicked-
ly because ‘their hearts are wicked.

VI. This wickedness cf heart is re-
presented as being most intense and in-
veterate. Jer. xvii. 9. “The heart is
deceitful above all things, and desper-
ately wicked. Who can know it?”
Ecl. ix. 3. “ The heart of the sons of
men is full of evil, and madness is in
their heart while they live,”” e have
before seen, that when.God looked down
from heaven upon the children of men,
he found every imagination of the
thoughts of their heart only evil continu-
ally. That these descriptions are of
universal application none can.:deny.
They relate to man, to the sons of men.
That they correspond: with the uniform.
testimony of the word of God, is known
to every student of the Bible. Could
language express & more thorough cor-

ruption? A more * inveterate form” of
depravity ?

VII. The Seriptures teach that de-
pravity is specially manifested in oppo-
sition to God and the Gospel. Thus it
is said of the heathen world, “That
when they knew God they glorified him
not as God, neither were thankful—but
changed the glory of the incorruptible
God into an image made like to corrup-
tible man, and to birds, and fourfooted
beasts, and creeping things,” therefore
God gave them up to all the disgusting
licentiousness into which they plunged,
So inveterate is this opposition to God,
that the Psalmist declares, ““The fool
hath said in his heart, there is no God.”
Ps. Yiii. 1. And again, *The trans-
gression of the wicked saith within my
hmrt there is no fear of God before his
eyes.” The wicked are described as
« Yaters of God,” Ps.lxxxi. 14. Rom.
i, 30, and in numerous other places.
But were there no other passage, Rom.
viii. 7, wonld be conclusive upon this
point. ¢ Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God; for it is not sub-
jeet to the law of God neither indeed
can be.”

Here I am reminded, however, of the
assertion of Mr. Lard, that this passage
does not prove man to be the subject of
an enmity to God which needs to be re-
moved in order to hisbeing a Christian,
but of one of s0 “inveterate a form®
that it never can, in this life, be remov-
ed. It would be gratifying had he told
us what-he means by ** the carnal mind,
or emphatically, the mind of the flesh.”
Perhaps had he done so, we should have
discovered one of two things to be true,
either that Adam, in Eden, had this

carnal mind-—or, that. it was a. conse- .

quence of his fall and his descendants
inherit it. Upon either supposition we
should hold him chargeable with advo-
cating, undesignedly it may be, a.more
« inveterate form” of depravity than do
Dr. Jeter and his brethren. They would ®

contend, that, although this carnal mind
cannot be subject.to the law of God, it

g
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can be, and in every case of true con-
version is, to a good degree, removed by
the creation of a spiritual mind in its
stead. Those who are the subjects of
this change, *“ are not in the flesh, but
in the spirit.” But after all, it is of
greater importance to know what Paul
means by the carnal mind—the mind of
the flesh, than to learn the opinion of
Mr. Lard.

In the vii. chapter of this epistle, the
Apostle speaks of sin, as a person,
working within him, and producing
death. IHe then contrasts his own
character with the law of God—* The
law is Scriptural, but I am carnal, sold
under sin.’ Here he evidently uses
the word to indicate the corruption—
the wickedness of his nature. He 1hen
proceeds to account for the struggle
going on within him. Sin working in
him causes him to do what he hates.
But this “sin that dwelleth” in him is
evidently that carnal nature, or * flesh,”
of which he speaks in the subsequent
portions of the chapter, as warring
against the law of his mind, he being,
as it were, two persons, the one carnal
—the other spiritual, and in constant
conflict—and from which he, (now
characterizing it as the *“body of this
death,”) expresses a joyful hope of de-
liverance through Jesus Christ. Then
in chapter viii., still referring to this
fleshly mind. he speaks of those in
Christ Jesus as not walking after this
flesh,, or carnal nature, but after the
spirit. This flesh was the reason why
men ecould not be justified by the law.
It caused their disobedience. And for
this reason God sent His Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh. To be of this
flesh, or to possess this carnal mind, is
death. To be of the Spirit, or to have
a spiritual mind, is life and peace.
Now, is it not evident, from this resume
of the statements of the Apostle, that
by these terms he is contrasting the

jnature;-—the moral nature—of man, be-
fore and after conversion ? That before,
he is of the flesh—carnal—alfter, he is

of tho .Spirit—spiritual? This inter-
pretation is in accordance with his
language to the Corinthians, I. Cor.
iii. 3,—* For whereas there is among
you envying, and strife, and divisions,
are ye not carnal and walk as men”’
See, also, Gal. v. 16—24; Eph. iv. 22—
24; Col. ii. 18. Notice, in the passage
quoted from Corinthiauns, Paul speaks
of them as carnal, because they walk
as men. Asif he should say, Suchis
the character of unrenewed men—their
natural character in their fallen state.
In Ephesians he exhorts his brethren
to put off this character—the old man
with his deeds, and to put on *‘ the new
man which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.”” Here
then we have a nature, belonging to
every man in his fallen state, which is
enmity against God. It is beeause of
this nature that men hate God, that
they refuse to retain a knowledge of
Him-—that the fool says there is no God.

In relation to the Gospel, the same
hostility is evinced. The Saviour gave
it as the reason why His hearers refused
His message. ‘e that doeth evil
hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light lest his deeds should be reproved.”
To the same cause e attributed their
rejection of Him, “If I had not come
and spoken unto you ye had not sin,
but now have ye both seen and hated
both me and my father.” It was this
which rendered “ Christ crucified”,
a stumbling block and foolishness. It
was this which hurled the murderous
stone at Stephen, and * persecuted,
even unto strange cities,”” the disciples
of the Messiah. And this hostility still
manifests itself, in some places, in
virulent perzecution, in others, in vari-
ous forms of error, and among x\nany,
in cold contempt, or indifference.

VIII. This depravity is too inveter--
ate to be overcome by the simple proc-
lamation of the truth. -

This might well be inferred {from the
foregoing statements. If men hate God-
—not some false idea of God-—how will
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a knowledge of His"character .cause
them to love IIim 2 If men hate Christ
and the Gospel, how will portraying
Iis character and publishing His Gos-
pel overcome their enmity? We know
that we caunot love one whose character
i3 hateful to us. There must be con-
geniality of character In order to af-
fection. DBut I rest not the proposition
on inference; .I appeal to the “law and
to the testimony.” Jesus, Himself,
speaks of the impossibility of men who
are influenced. by certain carnal dis-
positions, believing the Gospel. *How
can ye oelieve which receive honor one
of another and seek not the honor
which cometh from God only,” John v.
44. And this is not addressed to a
particular class, but to the Jews as they
were assembled around bim. What
Jesus affirms of them is universally.true
of men in an unrenewed state. Now,
no one will contend that the Gospel
not beliered, has any power to over-
come the depravity of the heart of
man, If, then, you would find a case
in which the effect will follow, you
must find a man that does not seek
honor from men, but the honor that
comes from God only. Butsucha man
would not be under the dominion of the
¢ carnal mind.” He would not be such
as the Saviour’s hearers, of whom Ile
said, “I know you, that ye have not
the love of God in you,” v. 42. Evi-
dently, no man will seek the honor
which comes from God only, who has
no love to God; *‘and every one that
loveth is born of God. and knoweth
God,” I. Jobn iv. 6. *‘We are of God.
He that knoweth God, heareth us; he
that is not of God, beareth not us’’
The knowledge of God, here spoken of,
is that spiritual knowledge which is
said to be possessed by those that love
God. Those that. had it not, would not
hear, t. e., 80 as to believe, even the
Apostles, with all the confirmation
which miracles gave to their teaching.
Let not the attempt be made to evade
the force of this declaration by confin-

ing it to “fulse prophets.” While it
was true of them, it'is given as a test
by which the brethren might try them-
selves, not less than: for the-detection of
false teachers. The general form' of”
assertion, and the whole context prove
this, But how is one, who will not
receive the Gospel, to be changed by
it? Does the.Gospel.effect its work by

N

some magnetic influence ?-—some hid-:. .

den charm? Just here is the difficulty
of Campbellism. The opponentsof the
scheme do not.deny, or undervalue the
power of the Gospel. Hence, all that
Reformers write upon. this subject is
unnecessary to the argument. We
know that the “Gospel of Christ is
the power of -God unto salvation to
EVERY ONE TOAT BELIEVETH.” The sim-
ple question is, How shall faith be
induced? If it be replied, ¢ Faith
cometh by hearing,” we fully assent,
but still inquire, what if men will not
hear, because they are not of God?—
and what answer do we receive? Pom-
pous declamation about the power of
Jtruth, the influence of motives, the
freedom of the human will! Now, if
any man can be found, who, indepen-
dently of that influence of the spirit
which Mr. Lard.denies, and hefore. be-
lieving the truth, “‘is of God,” or has
“the love of God” in him, there may
be some applicability in the distinction
he draws, among those to whom the
Gospel is preached. “1. Between such
as will not come to Christ that they
might have life. 2..Such as hate the
light and will not come to it. 3. Such
as reject the counsel of God against
themselves. 4. Such as, judge them-.
selves unworthy of eternal life. 5.
Such as close their ears and shut their
eyes, lest they should see and hear and.
be converted. 6. Such as will not at-,
tend without a, supernatural agency of
the Holy Spirit’”? And others, for
whom his scheme makes provision,
while it does. not for those enumerated.
But until this.is done it is not saying
too much to affirm, that this scheme,,
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with all its comprehensive charity,
makes no effective provision for the sal-
vation of a single one of the human
Samily. Itis as would be the provision
of n beautiful landscape and the “in-
herent brilliant light” of the sun for
the blind. Our **scheme” stops not at
this. It embraces all the truths of the
Gospel, but it does more. It proposes
the removal of the blindness ¢f the
heart, that men may see their beauty
and feel their power. And if weare
asked, ** Does this ‘scheme’ make pro-
visicn tn overcome all the obstacles to
conversion, and hence contemplate the
salvation of all?” I answer, It does
make provision to overcome all ub-
stacles, and hence, in the case of some,
all obstacles are overcome. But it does
not make this provision for all, hence
all are not saved. And if it be asked,
again, “ Why this difference,” the an-
awer is, * Even so Father, for it seemed
good in thy sight.”

IX. It were easy to increase the
nuamber of specifications proving, from
the Word of God, the inveterate de-
pravity of human nature. Mankind
are the *children of the devil,” not
because they act wickedly, but they act
wickedly because they are his children.
“Ye are of your father the devil, and
the works of your father ye will do.”
They are $by nature children of
wrath.” ¢ Dead in trespasses and sins.”
Truly, Mr. Lard has conferred an im-
mense favor upon the orthordox Ly in-
forming us that the term death is here
used * not in an absolute, but in a rela-
tive sense.”” That those to whom itis
applied are mot * absolutely dead, but
only dead to righteousness.” We never
inmgined that the-Apostle was speaking
of dead bodies—but only of souls dead
in sin. But this death is such as to
demand that they should be * quick-
ened,” or made alive by God. The
persons in this state of death * were
by nature children -of wrath, even as
others.” It seems, however, that be-
cause Christians, who are said to be

dead to sin, can, nevertheless, be
tempted to sin, therefore, those who are
dead in sin, can be persuaded to righte-
ousness. 'This would be true if the
cases were paralled. DBaut they are not.
The Christinn has an animal nature,
and in him are the remains of depravity
—the flesh, to which temptation ad-
dresses itself with success. Dut, are
there any Zoly principles in the dend in
sin, befure they are made alive by Di-
vine grace? Have they any love to
God, or Christ, or holiness, to which we
can appeal ? :

Tt is unnecessary to pursue this argu-
ment, or to multiply quotations from
the Word of God. It bas been shown
that the Scriptures teach: 1st. That
by birth, man is corrupt and wicked.
opd, That the wickedness of man is
universal and aggravated. 3rd. That
the sins of mankind vesult from the
wickedness of their hearts. 4th. That
the wickedness of the heart is exceed-
ingly intense and inveterate. 5th. That
this wickedness specially manifests it-
self in opposition to God, and the Gos-
pel. Gth. Thatitis too inveterate to be
overcome by the simple proclamation
of the Gospel.

Such, alas! is the representation
given by Iim who “trieth the reins
and the heart.” Iow unlike tha} pre-
sented in the pages of the Review!
With what propriety could its author
write, “Ile,” Dr. Jeter, * knew himself
to be unequal” to the task of eéstablish-
ing this “intense or peculiar degree of
depravity 2’ And who but must blush
for him on reading the charge, “ what
he felt a conscious inability to prove, he
felt a conscious ability to assume.”

I shall, in a succeeding number,
notice the metaphysical argument
against the doctrine of total depravity,
attempted in the Review. The length
of this article forbids the further prose-
cution of the subject now.

et 0 80 P D PP Pt
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Our FMizzions.

et IJAYE.

- Letler from Rev. A. D. Phillips.
Iraye, Arrica, April 13, 1860.

Very Dear Bro. Taylor :

I snatch 2 moment to drop you a line
to inform you as well as I can in the
time I have. You know we have, for
sometime, been surrounded and threat-
ened with war in Ijaye.

The present King of Awyaw was
crowned contrary to former customs of
crowning Kings in Yoruba, The mes-
sengers sent from Ijaye to assist in
crowning him refused to have anything
to do with it, and consequently, Arie,
the Chief of Ijaye, refused to acknowl-
edge him. Arie is the oldest Chief and
warrior in the Yoruba kingdom.

Adala, the King, is young and ambi-
tious, and soon began to make prepara-
tions to force Arie into submission to
him, though he had never submitted to
Adalu’s father. No peaceable mensures
were taken, but Ibadan was hired to
come on one side, and Awyaw, with
numerous mercenaries, would come on
the other ; and I suppose Adalu thought
Arie would soon submit. This was the
beginning; and I must pass over the
time from then until now, and tell you
the prospects of the country at present.

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE COUNTRY.

The second war chief of Ibadan, with
a numerous army, made up partly of
some of the most ferocious tribes in the
country, from adjoining nations, is now
in camp in the Jjaye farms, only a few
hours’ ride from us. There are hords
of robbers all over the country, endeav-
oring to stop all communication with
the coast and interior.

The sea coast below Lagos lines the
Ijabu country, which is adjacent to Iba-
dan, 8. S. E. from Ijaye. The Ijabus,
Ibadans and Awyawans, are friendly
to the Dahomies, and wish to revive
the slave trade. Ijaye is completely

surrounded. But Abbeokuta, Ijaye
and Ilorin are in league, and are. ene-
mies to Dahomy. We, at present, (and
it has been so a long time,) are cut off
from all communieation with any other
town, and our friends. We have not
received a mail from America for near-
ly three months.
A BATTLE.

A few days ago:a battle was fought
very near this town, but nothing of im-
portance accomplished. The Ijayans
caught about eighty, and as Arie will
not sell a.Yoruban, he killed all 'except
foreigners. We donotknow how many
were killed, or how many of the Ijay-
ans were killed and cauvht‘ but the
Ijayans claim the vietory.

The messengers from Ilorin left here
a few days ago. The King of Ilorin
sent word to Arie that he was with him,
and as scon as this moon changed, he
would send jfive thousand horsemen
down to his assistance. Ibadan has
very much provoked Abbeokuta, so the
Egbas are now making ready to attack
Ibadan in the South. 'The people here
say the army in the farms will move
against this town to-morrow, or-the day
after. I do not much think they will
come, a8 this is the montH in which the
Mohamedans fast, and. their divines suy
not to fight until the new moon.

Such is the present condition of the
country. Provision, I believe, is plen-
tiful, but dear. We have no fears of
the town’s being taken, though we can-
not tell. We look to a higher power
for protection. .

We are all tolerably well. I am just
recovering from another attack of ma-
lignant fever. The rains. are now be-
ginning to fall pretty fast. I have our
house-roof completed, and. the most of
the repairs done.

We go on without molestation in
preaching the gospel; though I have
not had much time to, preach, except of
Sundays, for a-long time.

The man who is to take this wants to
start early in the morning. They will




44

THE COMMISSION.

try and go to Abbeokuta through the
bush, so as not to be seen.

We have sent several letters to you,
but we do not know whether they went
or not.

'he man hurries me—I must close.
Pray for us.

Yours affectionately,
A. D. Purruirs.

roP

Letter from Rev. R. H. Stone.
IsavEe, CeExT. AFRICA, April 11, %60.
Rev. Jas. B. Taylor—Dear Brother:

As there is an opportunity of send-
ing a letter by the man mentioned in
my first letter, which is now in his pos-
session, I will again drop a few lines;
especially  as some things of interest
have happened in the interval. Broth-
er Phillips has recovered from his sick-
ness so as to be able to walk about. We
still remain very well.

A BATTLE IN THE FARMS.

To-day has been one of much excite-
ment, Last night an army wentout and
attacked the enemy in the Ijaye farms
by early day-light. - Many were killed
and many teken prisoners. Great was
the excitement when they were brought
in. The wcmen and children yelled
and sung as they followed them—poor
fellows! Their doom was made known
to them by the songs of the women—
« Arie saba ori, Arie saba ori,” (Arie
will make a scaffuld of heads.) I ex-
amined them as they passed, to see if I
could find any acguaintances, that I
might take revenge by saving their
lives, if it were possible to do so, and
redeem them from slavery, but I saw
none.

A heavy reinforcement coming to the
assistance of the enemy, the battle was
renewed and continued until 12 o’clock
to-day. It was not in sight of our door,
but was very near, only a hill interven-
ing. We saw thesmoke, and the firing
was very disagreeable. The enemy re-
treated after some skirmishing—eighty
being taken prisoners, and sixty killed.
It was not a regular battle.

NUMBER OF SOLDIERS.

You may judge of the population of
this town when [ tell youy that, though
a large reserve of not less than 10,000
warriors remained in town, and a large
army was stationed in the stronghold
of Erau, yet an army of not :nuch less
than 40,000 warriors, headed by the
Chief and his staff, passed by our house
after the battle or skirmish was over.
I may have overated the number, but I
think it probable that it is otherwise.
Many of the soldiers were dressed gaily,
and all were well armed with swords,
shields, bows, arrows, daggers, mus-
kets. The Chief and his Generals are
very military looking men.

I think a decisive battle will soon be
fought, and it is horrible to think of the
carnage that will be the resuit. An
army itself is a terrible sight.

I was called upon to perform a surgi-
cal operation upon a wounded maon
brought into the town. The bullet had
struck him between the eyes, and I was
not able to extract it. I suppose heis
dead by this time.

1 hope you will pray for us, and that
the Lord will sanctify all these things
to the advancement of his cause. o

Remember us to all the brethren of
the Board. I have not heard from Bro.
Reid since the time I left there. We
hear that the Ibadan people, stationed
in Awyaw, treat the people of the tawn
very badly. I hope brother Reid is
safe. Very affection’ly yours,

R. H. StoNE.

TS L ads
) BRAZIL.

ZLetter from Rev, I. J. Bowen.

Rio pE JANEIRO,

May 25, 1860.

Dear Brother Taylor : .
Although I have been here three or

four days I have been so very busy that
I had no time to write.
The yellow fever is bad in the city,
and there is considerable cholera. It
is the worst season for several years:
past. ced
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Mr. Waight has been exceedingly
kind. Ile would not permit us to re-
main in the city, but would insist on
our going to his house. I succeeded,
through his aid, in getting quarters for
a few days at Bennets, in Tijuca. Ex-
penscs are enormous,—about double
what I expected.

I have been very much harrassed
-and fatigued, and am so sore from head
to foot that I almost fear an attack of
sickness. I shall not come to the eity
any more for a week or so. ‘

There are hundreds of Protestants
(Germans) about Petropolis, who are
anxious to have a missionary. This, I
believe, is my work at present. What
a peucleus is here! But I shall make
no permanent arrangement till I receive
instructions, or a carte blanche.

There are thousands of Yoruba peo-
ple here. They swarm around me like
bees, and seem delighted that I have
come to teach them. I have forgotten
little or none of their language.

Please excuse this apology for a letter.

Truly yours in hope of life,
T. J. Bowkx.

Ehe Commission
RICHMOND, AUGUST, 1860.

OUR MISSIONS.

We have no letters from China or
Liberia since our last issue of the
Journal. From our Liberia mission we
have not heard for several months. In
this number we give letters from breth-
ren in Yoruba. The news is but little
more recent than that already publish-
ed, and not at all different. 'We have
the satisfaction of presenting a short
communication from Brother Bowen,
the first received from him since his

=departure for Brazil. Pp.

-
2
T and

ORIGINAL ARTICLES.
We give but two in this number, and
neither of them on the subject of mis-

sions.
important subjects, and we trust will
be read. “The Exclusiveness of the
Baptists” is a fruitful theme with our
oppunents—* B.” shows how unjustly.
The article on Human Depravity:dis-
cusses one of the cardinal doctrines of
religion, with  what degree .of correct-
ness and force we leave to the judg-
ment of our readers. Of course, if e
did not think it worth reading, we
should not publish it.

Why can we not get a fuller supply
of original articles for the Commission?
Why will our brethren compel *“FP.” to
contribute so frequently and so largely
to its columns? We assure them we
should gladly give the space he occu-
pies to others. We have talked and
written, until we have. concluded ‘it is
vain for us to talk and write, to -per-
suade our brethren to write fur us.
We have done all we can think of to
induce them, except to offer pay for
their communications. This we would
gladly do if we had the money; but we
have not. WILL THEY NOT WRITE FROM
LOVE TO THE CAUSE AND COMPASSION FOR
vs? This question is addressed to all.
There are some who will know it is
meant specially for them. We would
thank any of our brethren for contri-
butions. There are some on whom we
have the claim of promised aid. P,

o S0

APPOINTMENT OF A MISSIONARY.

At o meeting' of the Board on the
night of Tuesday, the 10th of July,
Brother Richard Rateliffe, who gradu-
ated at Mt. Lebanon University, La., at
its Inte Commencement, and was ordain-
ed by a presbytery of ministers in at-
tendance on. the Louisiana Baptist Con-
vention, recently held at Mt. Lebanon
was accepted by the Board as a mis-
gionary to Yoruba.

As DBrother Ratcliffe had devoted
the greater part of the time to classical
and scientific studies,.it.is probable he
will spend some months in a course of

They are both, however, on v

»
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theological reading, and in preaching,
befure departing for Africa. In this
he will have our cordial approval. It
is of great importance that brethren,
before entering a foreign field, shall be
“ thoroughly furnished” for the work.
The necessity for restricting their exer-
tions, with a view to the preservation of
health, during the earlier periods of
their missionary life, together with the
labor of acquiring a new language, for-
bid any considerable increase of ‘Bibli-
cal knowledge for a time; while the
nature of their work demands great
precision of thought and familiarity
with the fundameantal doctrines of the
gospel. The degree of scriptural know-
ledge with which one might, aided as
he would be by the instructions of sur-
rounding ministers and intelligent pri-
vate brethren, and with all the vigor of
his native clime, successfully prosecute
the ministry here, would, in many cases,
be inadequate to the purposes of the
missionary among the heathen. Bro.
Ratcliffe paid some attention to the-
ology while prosecuting his classical
course. lMle has also preached to some
extent. But the time he may devote to
the acquisition of further knowledge of
the Scriptures, and facility in the use
of his knowledge, will be judiciously
applied. P.

PPNz PN

TR S

TO OUR CORRESPONDENTS.
The Senior Secretary is on a visit to
Missouri, on the business of the Board.
We expect to have left. belore this will
be out of press, and to be absent the
greater part of the time for some
months. It is the time for Associations,
and we must attend as many as practi-
eable. We trast, should any of our
correspondents fail to hear from us
promptly,-they will make proper allow-

ance. P.

——eerrro r ST
WHERE ARE THE HEATHEN TO
BE CONVERTED?

Some brethren:have seemed to che-
rish the hope that the Chinese Mission

in California, prosecuted under the di-
rection of the Board of Domestic Mis-
sion, would greatly lessen, if it did not
supersede, the necessity of sustaining
our missions in China. In such an ex-
pectation we cannot participate. We
are deeply interested in the California
Mission, and rejuice in its success.
Already we have one native assistant
at Canton, the fruit of that mission, and
we can but hope that, in addition to
the spiritual benefit conferred on the
Chinese who are flocking to our shores,
the labors of our brethren in California
will result in the return of many Chi-
nese Christians, to labor in their own
land. We desire to see the mission
vigorously prosecuted. DBro. Pearcy,
who labored so faithfully in China, un-
til his constitution was so injured as to
forbid his return to Shanghai, has been
appointed to that field, and we trust he
may soon see the way opened for going
there. But let no one supposc for a
moment that the California mission ean
supply the place of missions in China.
Both are needed, and should be vigo-
rously prosecuted. The following re-
marks, taken from the ¢ Christian In-
structor,” are to the point on this sub-
Jeet:

“Recently we heard the idea ndvanced
in a public speech, that sending mis-
sionaries abroad was rather a useless
enterprise. It was contended that here,
in our land, is the best field in the
world for evangelizing the nations, and
that the true policy is to strive to con-

vert the multitudes of heathen that are
daily arriving on our shores.

. . **Having said so much in behalf
of the home field, we now put in a word
for the heathen. We have audmitted
that our Christianity here has no'doubt
reacted on the old world and on heathen
lands. But how absurd ‘to think:that
the world is to be converted by emigra-
tion to America! Ilow utterly fooulish.
to'think that the best way of demolish-
ing Popery-in Ireland-and on the Con-
tinent is to confine ourselves to the
Romish inmigrants] When will the
100,000,000 of Africa be reached by
labors among the Africans here? What
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right have we to think that Duff and
Campbell and Scudder, and their co-
laborers would have acted more wisely
if they had confined their efforts to the
Hindus that occasionally visit our great
seaport cities? How soon will an be-
casional Chinese gold-seeker, returning
from California, be likely to Christian-
ize the 400,000,000 of the Celestial
Empire 2’ '

Christ said to his Apostles, “Go ye
into all the world and preach the Gos-
pel to every creature”” le did not
direct them, “tarry ye at Jerpsalem”
until the people of the nations came to
you to be instructed, but only ““until
ye are endued with power from on
high.” They were, by miraculous gifts,
to be specially prepared for their work.
For such preparation, they were to
wait: but, having received it, they were
to go—to carry, in person, the Word of
Life to the destitute. They obeyed the
edirctions of their Master. They trav-
eled from land to land, preaching
# Christ Jesus the Lord.”” Thus Chris-
tianity was spread everywhere. Thus
the world was turned up side down.
The samse commission is still in force
as the great directory of Christian
effort. From the same course, on the
part of Christians of the present day,
may be expected like triumphs; and
every effort put forth in obedience to
this command of our Lord, will react,
with accumulated force, upon the evan-
gelization of cur own people and the
foreigners who come among us, P,

- ror D

LIBERALITY OF CONVERTED

NEGROES.

In the Juvenile Missionary Maga-
zine for' November, 1859, a number of
facts are narrated, showing the liberal-
ity of converted negroes in the West
Indies. ‘The impression-which the nar-
rative makes, corresponds with what we
have often witnessed among our coloured
population. We have never appealed to
a congregation. of :coloured persons for
aid in sending the Gospel to the heathen
without meeting a liberal response.

If sufficient eare were taken by pastors
and others who have opportunity to in-
struct them, to impart information and
gecure contributions, the coloured mem-
bers of our churches would more than
sustain our Liberia mission. = We give
some estracts from the narrative of the
Magazine: .

¢ Few Christians have been more
liberal than the converted negroes of
the West Indies. As soon as they
ceased to be sluves, and were able to
et payment for their labour, like the
Macedonian believers in Paul’s days,
“¢ they abounded in the riches of their
liberality.” The question with many
of them seemed to be—not, Aow liftle
must 1 give, to the good cause, but
how much can 127 . . . . .

IIad the writer been familiar with
the condition of things in the South, he
would have known that it is -not neces-
sary that negroes should “cease to be
slayes” in order to possess the spirit
or the means of Christian liberality.
We have known many Christian slaves
who “were rble to. get pay for their
labour,” to such extent as to afford
them considerable sums, suhject to
their own control; and we have known
such, and others whose means were less,
to give cheerfully, regularly, and lib-
erally to the cause of Christ. The fol-
lowing is an exumple-of Christian grat-
itude which all of us might do well to
imitate :

. ;

“ Another negro, both old and poor,
who had been raised up from a sick-
bed, and whose heart overflowed with
thankfulness to God fur his recovery,
came one week evening service to a
chapel at an out-station in Berbice,
and as soon as the sermon was ended,
and just as the last hymn was about to
be read, he stepped up towards the pal-
pit, and said to the missionary that he
wished to say n few words to his
brothers and sisters. Tlie missionary
said he might do so, and then inquired
what he wished to say. I want,”
snid he -very earnestly, “'to tell God
‘ Thank youw’ with this,’” taking some-
thing wrapped in paper out of .his
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pocket, and laying it down upon the
pulpit stairs. Ile then went on to say
that before he was sick, he planted
some yams and other provisions; but,
as the season had been very dry, he
was afraid that there would be no erop.
As soon as he was able, he went to the
piece of ground, and was delighted to
find out his mistake; and as Provi-
dence had been so kind to him, he
wanted “to tell God ‘thank youl!”
with ten dollars, the sum which he had
‘got for his provisions above what he
expected.” .

“I want to tell God ¢thank you’
with this”? Who has not heard the
anecdote of the drayman who lost his
horse? A crowd had gathered round,
and were expressing their sorrow at
-his less. One—the tale is told of dif-
ferent persnns—said, ‘I am sorry ten
dollars,” handing that amount to the
drayman, ““if you are all sorry like I
am he will soon have another horse.”
Here was practical sympathy. So, in
the case of the old negro, there was
practical gratitude. How many re-
ceive God’s benefits who never thus
thank him. We make another ex-
tract :

“But these large-hearted Africans
do not show their liberality merely now
and then in gifts and donations. Most
of them are regular sabscribers to the
cause of Christ, and, considering how
poor they often are, and how hard they
must work for their living, the sums
they sometimes give are very wonder-
ful. One field labourer, for instance,
subscribed three shillings and sixpense
a week, and he had to support a wife
and nine children; the missionary to
whom he brought bis offering, told him
that he thought he was giving more
than he could afford. The good man
seemed surprised that his minister
should think so, and at once said,
¢« No! I only give sixpence a week for
myself, sixpence for my wife, sixpence
for my eldest son, and threepence a
week for all the rest of them.”

TWe know of some churches the col-
oured members of which follow this
course of regular contributions. We
have never known well-directed and

persevering efforts to fail of producing
this result with any. But what noble
liberality is here recorded, £9 2s. per
annum, (or about §45,) from a field la-
bourer, with a wife and nine children!
Ilow many white men worth thousands
of dollars, fuil to give the half of this
amount. And yet this good man could
not be made to believe that he gave too
much. All honour to him. Iis skin
was black, but we doubt not his soul
was white, “washed in the blood of
the Lawb.”

We should be glad that pastors and
others would furnish us with accounts
of the liberality of the coloured Chris-
tians among us. We know that many
such, of great value, could be given.
We desire to attract attention to the
importance of cultivating systematic
habits of benevolence among our col-
oured brethren. We desire this for
their own sakes, and for the aid they
might be induced to render to the
cause of African evangelization.

P.
st PP ST O O PP rre
“THE GREEKS ARE AT YOUR
DOOR.”

These words are said to have becn
addressed by John Randolph, of Roan-
oke, to a ladyiwhom he found engaged
in preparing clothing for the oppressed
and suffering Greeks, That such a
sentiment was uttered by the distin-
guished statesman, would be a dirgrace
to his name, were it not for his well-
known peculiarities. We are sure it
found no response in the philanthropic
heart of the lady to whom it was ad-
dressed., Cherishing, as she doubtless
did, a more benevolent and active
sympathy with the needy immediately
around her than ever chiracterized the
statesman, she could yet feel for the
woes and do what she might to allevi-
ate the sufferings of those who, in a
distant land, were ‘struggling for their
country’s freedom. And had she, as

well she might, have recalled to the
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recollection of her guest, the aid ex-
tended by Frenchmen to our revolu-
tionary sires, and asked, “Where were
the Greeks then 2’ the blush of shame
would have mantled his cheek if he
ever blushed.

But-this eynical saying of Randolph
has passed into.a proverb among such
as would restrict the benevolence of
Christians, Do you plead for sume
destitute region of your own State?
Do you urge the necessity of sending
the Gospel into all the waste places of
our States and .Territories? The an-
swer is ready: ¢ The Greeks are at
our own doors.” We have so much
to do at home.

No use which has been made of this
narrow-hearted declaration has pained
us more than its application, by some
of the advocates of home evangeliza-
tion, to the disparagement of the claims
of Foreign missions. Strunge that a
Christian should feel it necessary to

circumscribe the range of Chlristian.

charity. Strange that when one is
found with his heart pulsating in uni-
son with the command,. * Go ye, teach
all nations’” Christians should deem
it right to chill the generous aspira-

tion, to turn away the eye from be--
holding the crowding millivns who are-

s withvut God and without hope,” to
bid buck the gathering tear, to restrain
the hand stretched forth to help with
the exclamation, * The Greeks are at
vour door!” The idea that help is to
Le withheld from the heathen until all
the destitution in our own land is sup-
plied, until all our people are brought
uader the influence of the Gospel finds
no countenance in the precepts or ex-
amples of the New Testament, and no
support from the better fée.ings of the
Christian’s heart. Christ told his dis-
ciples to *go,” and they went, while
vet Judah was unevangelized. The
first and holiest impulses of Christian
love prompt to the world-wide diffu-
gion of the blessings of .salvation. It
is rcscx:zed for the period when our re-

ligion has become—shall we say-it2—
more caleculating and ‘more selfish, "to
limit these desires. :

And how unnatural and ungrateful
for us to cherish such restricted feel-
ings. Who were our fathers? . How
have we the Gospel? An' English
writer pertinently says:

“ Suppose the apostles’ and their im-
mediate successors had ndopted this
modern theory, where ‘would have been
the Christianity of Great Britain'?
We should not forget that we ourselves
were once Gentiles, that foreigners
came and preached to our forefuthers,
and that thus, and not by returning
emigrants from Jerusalem or Rome,
Great Britain was evangelized. The
field is the world, and the church is
bound to do all in her power to culti-
vate every corner of it—to send the’
life-giving waters of the sanctuary
everywhere, U

¢Tilllike a sea of glory
They spread from pole to pole.

L]

Let us net forget the “rock from
which. we were hewn.”” Let us not for-
ges that our fathers were of the “ Wild
olive,” until by the labours of others
they were engrafted into the *good
olive.”” That all our Christianity and
the blessings flowing from it'we ‘derive
from efforts made by those, who, had
they acted upon the maxim, * The
Greeks are at our doors,” would never
have preached the Gospel to our hea-
then ancestors.

P.

i T OO P
CHINA.

The state of things in China is mat-
ter of uncertainty. Insome of our ex-
changes hopes are expressed that the
Chinese have accepted the English ulti-
matum, and that all difficalties will be
peaceably settled. We take the follow-
ing statements from the Spirit of Mis-
sions for July. It is an extract from.a
letter of Bishop Buone: :

“ Suancuar, April 7, 1860, -,

«Troops are now arriving daily, and

49
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~ onr small community will be much dis-
turbed by their presence.

“The English ultimatum is an.ample,
apology for the conduct of their officers
at the Peibo, and payment for the gun-
boats destroyed, and ‘the old treaty,
word for word, residence of minister at
court included.

« This ultimatum was forwarded
about 9th March; thirty days being al
lowed for an answer. An answer of
some kind has, no doubt, come frem
Pekin; but European diplomatistsstudy
vecresy so much that they do not.allow
it to be known. The conviction is strong
upon the minds of the foreign commun-
nity here that the Imperial Cabinet
have yielded, and that there will be no
recourse to arms. God grant that it
may be so! I believe that it will have
a better effect throughout the Empire
than any amount of defeat. The fact
that the government would not dare to
face the foreigners, wonld acknowledge
their superiority in a way not to be mis-
taken ; whereas the loss of'a battle may
be asceribed to the bad management of
a general.”’

In the same periadical is an extract
from a business circular, dated Shang-
hai, April 7th, 1860, from which we
give the closing paragraph:

“The foreign envoys sent to Pekin
last month an ultimatumn, which is be-
lieved to have required of the Imperial
government the adoption of the treaties
of 1858 to the letter; an undefended
passage by the Peiho to Tien-Tsin for
the ambassadors and their escort; an
indemnity to cover fresh expenses in-

_curred ; and sume guarantee that these
concessions will be faithfully observed.
It was hardly expected that such terms
would be entertained at the capital.
But it is credibly reported that an an-
awer has arrived within a day or two
which is very conciliatory in its charac-
ter, if not wholly satisfactory. It is
said to-have heen brought by une of the
subordinate coinmissioners of 1858, who
arrived here. Itis improbable that he
will prevail to hinder the military ex-
pedition to the north, but the Chinese
now express confidence that matters
will be peacefully arranged.”

* The rebels are oceasioning considera-
ble trouble. They have attacked IHang-
Chow, but were-repelled after two days
of ‘plundering. Several other cities,

including Shanghai, were at one time
thought to be in danger. DBusiness is
very much retaried by these disturb-
ances. It is not thought that the For-
cign Community is in any danger.
These disturbances will, of course, re-
tard our mission for a time, but we
doubt not all will contribute for the
spread of the gospel. )
P.
: JAPAN.

Sometime since two Dutch captains
were murdered at Japan. It is stated
that, so fur as can be known, the mur-
ders were unprovoked. This has pro-
duced considerable uneasiness among
Europeans. They dread assassination.
The Japanese seem quite friendly in
their daily intercourse. But this does
not relieve the anxiety. We fear, not-
withstanding the pacific commencement
of intercourse with Japan, there will
be such misunderstandings and violence
as will lead to war. Bishop Boone, of
Shanghai Episcopal Mission, writeg:

‘“Japan, I think, is in a more uneasy
state than China, It will be much af-
fected by the settlement of the coming
contest in China. If China is made to
submit, it will incline them to yield the

more readily. They ure a much fiercer
people, huwever, than the Chinese, who

‘do not seem to stick at assassination, as

is proved in the case of the two unfor-
tunate Dutchmen recently butchered
at Yokahama.”

As in India, however, we expect the
difficulties in all these Eastern nations
will be overruled to the promotion of
Christian influence. God is the Lord
of hosts, and the Ruler of the nations.
His purposes of Grace will be accom-
plished, and he has promised to give
his Son ‘the heathen for an inherit-
ance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for n possession.” ~ P.

BRAZIL.

The attention of different denomina-
tions of our country is being' directed

| to Brazil ‘-as a missionary field: The
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present condition of the country, its
advaneing civilization and increasing
intereourse with other nations, are fa-

vorable to efforts to-establish the gospel

there. It may be a difficult, nay, a
hazardous undertaking, but it ghould
not therefore be unattempted. As to
the religious condition' of the people,
we believe an exchange truly describes
it in the fullowing shortsentence, “The
people of Brazil, though nominally
Catholics, are at heart infidels.” The
writer continues: * The climate is sa-
lubrious, and. facilities for travel good.
Brazil contains. within its borders 3,-
004,460 square miles, and is 68,204
square miles larger than the whole ter-
ritory of the United States.”

We earnestly beg the prayers of our
brethren for the divine protection and
blessing of our brother Bowen in this
interesting field. P.

SELECTIONS.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHRIS-
TIAN MISSIONS.

We take the following earnest and
timely article from the Clhristian Index.
It is worth reading and preservation.

We zhall devote this number to the
consideration of the IMPORTANCE OF
curisTIAN Missions. The object pro-
posed to be accamplished by these mis-
sions, is the conversion of the world to
Christ. The friends of missions con-
template the world as depraved, guilty
and perishing; and the Gospel as the
divinely appointed means of its restora-
tion to purity, peace and life. They
propose to diffuse its light, hope and
joy to every continent and island, every
nook and corner of this earth, inhabit-
ed by man. They desire to impart to
every race and tribe and family, on the
face of the earth, the rich blessings.of
salvation. Their work will not be com-
pleted until every-idol, and. every idol’s
temple, shall have been destroyed—
every form of false religion. and super-

stition shall bave been banished from:.
the earth, and all mankind, redeemed.
by the Son, and sanctified by the Spirit,
shall adore and worship one God, the
Father of all. The .importance of this
object none can doubt.. Itis deepas
hell, high as heaven, and vast as eter-
nity. To promote it, the Son of God
toiled, and bled, and died on earth, and
lives and reigns in heaven. To esti-
mate its importance, we must know the
value of rouls, the iniquity of sin, the
preciousness-of the blood of  Christ; and
the richness of the heavenly inheritance.
All earthly enterprises; even the noblest,
shrink to insignificance and meanness.
in comparison with it.

That it is the duty of ‘christians to
aim at evangelizing the world, it would.
seem impossible for a believer in reve-
lation to doubt. Christ commissioned
his apostles to evangelize the race, * Go
ye into all the world, and’preach the
Gospel to every creature.”” He was
bimself the chief missionary. It was
one mark of his Messiahship that he
preached the Gospel to the poor. The
aposties, in executing their high and
wide commission, became missionaries.
The word * apostle,” means-one sent—
a missionary. Well did the labors of
the apostles correspond with their title.
Paul, with whose Jabors we are most
familiar, traversed, amid sufferings and
difficulties unparalleled, the continents
of Asia and Europe, to proclaim, to
Jews and Gentiles, the tidings of salva-
tion. Those who received ‘the Gospel
from the apostles were bound to co-ope:
rate with them in its diffusion. All
christians are required, according to
their several abilities and opportunities,
to publish the Gospel. If there were
neither law nor example in the scrip:
tures to enforce christian -missions, they
would flow spontaneously from the feel-
ings of the regenerate.. The first' and
the strongest and the holiest emotion of
the renewed heart, is the ‘desire for the
spread of the Gospel, that sinners may
share in its rich blessings.. A.convert:
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ed Chinaman was asked, what was his
greatest desire, and he promptly re-
plied, with an expansion of view, that
might make some professing christinns
of our own favored land blush, * that
all men may be my brethren”—that is,
christians. If we believe the Gospel,
we wish that others may believe it. If
we love Jesus, we are anxious that all
the world may love him. For our part,
we do not estimate at the worth of a
mill all the piety on earth, unconnected
with a desire for the salvation of sin-
ners. * Brethren,” said Paul, * my
heart’s desire, and prayer to God for
Israel is, that they might he saved.”

We have penned the above remarks,
not because we deem them new, butim-
portant, and deserving special consider-
ation. We haye not attempted to con-
firm them by argument, simply because
we suppose none of the readers of the
Index will controvert them. We class
them among the settled principles of
christianity, not to be called in question.

Our hearts then should be decply and
solemnly impressed with the magnitude
and responsibility of the missionary en-
terprize. It is God’s cause. It is the
cause of millions of imperishable souls,
It is a caunse inseparably linked with
eternal destinies. Whoever engages in
this work should do it with his eye
steadfastly fixed on unending results.
Modesty, caution, prayer, as well as
earnestness and fidelity, become us
when we enter on a discussion of this
subject. We would not, on this mo-
mentous theme, pen a line which we
would blush to read at the judgment
seat of Christ.

We take it for granted, that all the
lovers of Jesus desire to know the best
means of promoting missions. Thesal-
vation of sinners is the end at which we
all aim. While all must deplore any
rash, needless and injudicious tamper-
ing with our missionary plans, all would
rejoice if they could be made more sim-
ple, less expensive, more acceptable to
the charches, and more efficacious for

the conversion of the heathen. There
are some things howaver, that brethren
should carefully bear in mind. It is
ensier to find fault than to improve—all
changes are not amendments, there isa
wide difference between speculation and
experiment—and it is sometimes wiser
to bear the evils we know, than to fly
to those which we know not.

el

THE JAPANESE.

SCIENCE AND TRADITION.

Of Science they know but little.
Their writing differs from ours, as it is
done in columns, from the top to the bot-
tom of the page. Their reason for this
is, that writing should be a true repre-
sentation of man’s thoughts, and that
man naturally stands erect. These
columns are read from right to left.
Besides the Chinese characters, they
use a syllabic alphabet of their own.

They have a few buoks treating of re-
ligion, medicine, history, and tradition.
They have now a good system of com-
mon schools, high schools, and even col-
leges. The youth are instructed in
the rudiments of musie, painting and
poetry.

They believe that God, in Iis infinite
goodness, has spread broadcast upon
the face of the earth, a germinating
principle. After remaining in a dor-
mant state a sufficient time, it takes
root. and developes itself in the smallest
imaginable vegetable substance; from
thence upward and onward, through
the various gradations of size and
benuty, it rises till it becomes the lofty
oak of the forest; from this it is trans-
mated into the smallest animalcula or
mite. Jt then advances through dif-
ferent grades of animated nature up to
man; then, at death, it inigrates through
imaginary gradations of intellectual be-
ings, up to the angelic, and from thence
on to the Infinite. To facilitate the
transmigration from man to Deity, they
have instituted various methods of end-
ing their existence; believing that, in-
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stead of spending thousands of years in
the transition, they may in this way be
admitted immediately into the presence
of Gud. The most common method of
self-destruction is this: a party, one or
more, prepare themselves by dressing
in white. rabes, take leave of their
triends, and accompanied by their
favorite priest, ascend some high moun-
tain, having a perpendicular side. They
then invoke the blessing of God, dash
themselves down, and while the guiver-
ing flesh is torn from their bones by the
sharp rocks, the soul, as they believe,
takes its flight to the living God.

PERSONAL APPEARANCE.

The inhabitants of Japan are of a
copper color, as a general thing, and
many of them are as white as our race.
This diversity of complexion is in con-
sequence of an invasion of the Tartars,
who, in 1275, made an attempt upon
Japan with a large fleet of 4,000 sail
and 240,000 men. This invasion proved
unsuccessful, in consequence of a terri-
ble storm, from which but few escaped.
These having surrendered themselves to
the Japanese, their lives were spared,
and they settled among them, marrying
and intermarrying. The Dutch and
Portuguese also intermarried with the
Japanese. Sentharo’s captain was
white, They are generally much larger
than he is; like him they all have jet
black hair, and piercing black eyes;
broad fuces, high cheek bones, and high
foreheads. They are more intelligent
than the Chinese and most of the in-
habitants of the Pacific. The women
of Japan, "are, as in other countries,
smaller than the men, their complexion
being about the same. They paint their
lips' with a sort of mongrel saffron,
which, when laid on thin, produces a
red appearance; if thick, a violet bue,
more hizhly estcemed. The married
women are further distinguished by
blackening their teeth with a corrosive
substance, the lips ‘being protected
whilst it is laid on. This mixtare can-!

not be removed without much trouble.
Wonien of rank wear. their hair long,
with. several ornaments of tortoise shell,.
other women wear it short. The hair
of the men, except priests and physi-
cians, is shaved. from the forehead to
the back of the head; that upon the
sides is well oiled; turned up in a cue
and tied with several strings of paper.
No hats, caps.or bonnets are worn, ex-
cepting on particular oceasions, when a
cap is used, of conical shape, made of
reeds.

TRAITS OF CHARACTER.

The Japanese govern their children
with patience, npever using them
roughly, and seldom chastising them.
They succeed so well that their children
at the age of ten or twelve years, con-
duct themselves with the discretion of
old people. They are not sent to
school until they are eight or ten years
old, and then they are not compelled to
study subjects fur which they have no
taste. The Japanese are very pohte in
their manners, and treat their superiors
with every mark of respect and atten-
tion. They are naturally honest and
industrious. Mr. Burrows says his
ship * was visited by hundreds of them,
and not the least dishonest act, on their
part, was ever discovered.” Indeed,
theft is punished so severely, that a
man would sooner die of hunger, than
touch, without the consent of the
owner, & single grain of rice..

ANIMALS AND FOOD.

The doctrine of transmigration of
souvls, one of the most dxstmgmshed
tenets of the Buddhist faxth has con-
firmed the Japanese in a distaste for-
animal food. As a conséquence very
few native animals are found there,
among which may be named the horse,
ox, buffalo, dog and cat; of latter years,
sheep and hogs have been introduced.
The deer, hare and wild boar are eaten
by some sects; and some of the wild
birds, whales of a small species, and'’
many other kinds of fish, also a species
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of sea weed by the poorer classes, The
Japanese believe the fox, owing to its
roguery, to be the residence of wicked
souls. They regard the tortoise and
crane as sacred unimals, never killing
or injuring them. They have threc
regular meals a day, besides eating be-
tween meals. After meals; they sit
around singing songs and proposing
riddles; if a person cannot explain
them, he is obliged to drink a glass of
saki. In their journeys by land, they
carry their burdens on the backs of
their horses and oxen. The nobles and
officers of distinction travel in carringes
called norimons and cangoes, others
travel on horseback. There are no
proper roads, but merely crooked paths,
winding around the hills,

SOME OF THEIR LAWS.

Their laws are very strict. Heads
of families exercise great power over
their bouseholds. Private disputes are
generally settled by arbitration ; when
this fails, and in all criminal cases, a
magistrate renders a decision on the
spot, from which there is no appeal.
The sentences are severe in the ex-
ireme, and are commonly executed at
once. Criminals often commit suicide
by ripping themselves open, thereby
saving themselves disgrace and confis-
cation of property, and securing public
sympathy.

For crimes against the State, punish-
ment extends to the whole family. The
severity of the law modifies even their
charity. Formerly, in many instances,
when a crew was picked up at sea, in-
stead of receiving them and rejoicing
over their safe return, they immedi-
ately beheaded them and would not
allow the rescuers to land on their
‘shores.

AMUSEMENTS AND SPORTS.

Sports consist in horse racing, various
kinds of wrestlings, dancing, tilting,
varied gymnasties, and theatrical per-

_ formances, in which they excel. M.
[Am. Baptist.

THE CHURCH NOT A MISSIONARY
SOCIETY.

[ The following, from the New York
Chronicle, has been sent to us for pub-
lication. The views are somewhat un-
usual; but, without expressing an opin-
ion of their correctness, we willingly
give them n place in our columus.

As the present condition and future
prodpects of our benevolent societies
are subjects of general interest, one
who has carefully watched their pro-
gress from near the very begioning of
our systematic efforts, would offer a
few thoughts in reference to the opin-
jon so frequently expressed, that the
ehurch, inasmuch as it was the only
organized body of disciples known in
apostolic times, is the only true mis-
sionary society:

1. I find no warrant in Scripture for
the opinion that the church as such is
a divinely constituted missionary body.
We learn from the New Testament that
the church is a congregation of bap-
tized believers, associated in the faith
and fellowship of the Gospel, for the
observance of the ordinances of Christ;
for mutual edification, and for the per-
fection of one another in holiness. But
in all the direct and indirect allusions
to the constitution and design of the
church we find none which makes it a
missionary body; and in all the laws
given for its government we find neither
commandment preseribing, nor direc-
tion for carrying on, missionary, efforts
on the part of the church. If this had
been any part of the design of the
church, it must have entered very large-
ly into it, and allusions. and directions
have abounded. But while the church
is defined and described, in both figu-
rative and direct language, no allusion
to this work is found. We conclude
that the church in its organized capa-
city is not a missionary body.

2. The preaching of the Word, both
at home and abroad, is the duty of dis-
ciples as individuals. The seventy went
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forth, two and two, and preached in
their individual capacity; the commis-
gion was given to Christ’s immediate
followers as individuale, and, on the
authority of that commission aloze,
they preached and established churches
in Europe, Asia, and Africa; and on
the persecution that arose in Jerusalem,
the individual members of the Jerusa-
lem church were scattered abroad, but
they went everywhere * preaching the
Word.”

But not only is this the duty of dis-
ciples as individuals, but of every indi-
vidual disciple, to the extent of his
ability. It will be unnecessary to ar-
gue this point, The opinion is univer-
sally received among us, that when a
man or woman receives forgiveness of
sin, and exercises faith in Christ, he or
she, in that act, becumes a divinely
constituted missionary of the Cross.
To preach Christ is the first impulse of
a renewed soul. Amonjg the multitude
of passages bearing on this point in the
New Testament, that with reference to
the church at Jerusalem is clear and po-
sitive. They were all scattered abroad
“except the Apostles,” and “they went
everywhere preaching the Word.”—
Therefore the duty of preaching the
Gospel rests with disciples as individu-
als, and with every individual disciple,
according to his ability.

3. The duty of spreading the Gospel,
which devolves upon believers as indi-

viduals, can best be discharged by com-

bined organized effort. All experience
demonstrates that those whose hearts
are in a work can unite and push it
forward with much more effect than if
acting independently of each other, or
emburrassed by those who have no
heart for the work. Union here, as
elsewhere, in strength; there is also
economy both of labor and expense in
a uxnited effort. Every believer cannot
go abroad. to preach. They did not so
in apostolic times. Those who remain
at home may efficiently labor for the
advancement of the cause of Christ, in

their immediate neighborhoods, withoug
any formal organization, or intermedi-
ate agency. They can raise funds, and
appropriate them under their own su-
pervision. But in more remote fields,
an organization to concentrate and hus-
band the requisite means, with an in-
termediate agency under the control of
those contributing, to appoint laborers,
to direct in the expenditure of funds,
and forward supplies, must, from the
very nature of the case, be most econo-
mical and efficient, All corpomtxons
and joint stock compames recognize
this principle. Iow soon, fur instance,
would a railroad be built and what the .

style of the work, if there were no

organization, bat every subscnber, in-
dependently of all the others, employed
and directed his own laborer? Sucha
mode of procedure would be absurd
and ruinous in tke extreme; and yet it
is difficult to point out the difference
between this and the independent mis-
sionary system so enthusiastically ad-
vocated by some of our best men.

I hold, therefore, that mission socie-
ties, composed of those contributing
and under their control, subject to the
law of Christ, are both Scriptural and
necessary. In the organization and
management of our societies, there have
been, doubtless, many and various mis-
takes. DBut the principle on which they
are established is a Gospel principle,
and one which must be acted upon. so
long as there are souls to. be,converted
to Christ. To make the church a mis-
sionary organization, we: must. change
its divine constitution and.design, and
to adopt the independent, unorganized
plan, except as far as the individual
can himself go forth with his trust in
God, as .did Paal, we lose all’ the
strength of united. effort, the economy
of a general fund and single agency,
and all the final results flowing from
the eystematic work of a corps of co-
laborers.

We may receive additional light up-
on the subject from those- churches

»



56 THE COMMISSION.

which, by a vote, have become respon-
sible for a certain missionary work.
In no case, so far as I am informed,
does the chureh, as such, ever after the
vote perform the work, For the church
to do it, every member, according to his
meang, should contribute. But after
affirming that the church is the true
missionary society, and after baving
pledged that society. as such, to a cer-
tain work, they uniformly fall back
upon the principle enunciated under
our second head, and raise thé means
from such privale persons as choose to
contribute, whether in the church or
not. Thus it is not unfrequently the
case that the most wealthy men of a
church bear no part of a missionary

- work, which the church has pledged

herself to perform. Now, while this is
s0, on what principle of rightor justice
should the non-contributing members
of ‘a church, whether rich or poor, have
a vote to control the gifts of those who
contribute? This simple fact is signifi-
cant, and shows at once, however we
may exalt the church, the work of Gos-
pel extension devolves ultimately upon
the individual, and must be viewed
from that stand-point. The Reformed
or Campbellite Churches are an exam-
ple in point. After advocating for thir-
ty years, with distinguished ability, the
doctrine, the church was the divine
missionary society, and that all others
pertain to Babylon; and after obtaining
a membership of over two hundred and
fifty thousand in this country, they
have found their effort at missionary
labor absolutely abortive, and have or-
ganized -a missionary society, and also
a society for the education of the rising
ministry. .

On the other hand, the bhistory of
Christianity, whérever misSionary soci-
eties have been liberally supported, is
a history of unparalleled prosperity.
What an unprecedented awakening
among Congregationalists and Presby-
terians when the movement of Judson
and his associates led to the formation

.

of the American Board of Commission-
ers; and what an incalculable blessing
to our Baptist churches when Judson
threw himself upon them for support,
and the old Triennial Convention was
formed! Missionary Saocieties have
achicved a most wonderful success.
Let us not be discouraged because a
cloud obscures the horizon. We have
the true principle—let us hold to it.
Qur fathers, with no theorizing, but
full of active faith, saw and embraced
it by what has been aptly termed reli-
gious instinct. The details can doubt-
less be bettered, but we cannot improve
the general plan. E.

Other  Fissions.

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMIS.-
SIONERS FOR FOREIGN MIS-
SIONS.

NorruerNy ArMeNians.—DMr. Par-
sons, of Baghchejuk, mentions a visit
to Koordbeleng and other places. He
writes:

«We arrived in Koordbeleng, April
6th. Our two persecuted brethren were
greatly rejoiced and comforted by our
coming. On Saturday morning (7th)
we had an interview with the head men
of the town, who, finding that we bad
a firman from the Pasha of Nicomedia
to the Governcr of the district, begged
us to be lenient, and promised to do
all they could to prevent further perse-
cution. We visited the Governor, who
resides six miles from Xoordbeleng,
presented the order for protection, and
received the assurance that justice aund
protection should be extended. to the
Protestants of his district. On the Sab-
bath, only the two who have withstood
the storm of persecution were present
in the morning; but in the afternoon
twelve or fifteen persons ventured to
come to us, and with us engage in reli-
gious conversation and worship.”

Mr. Green writes from Nicomedia,
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May O, that to the great satisfaction of
the missionaries; the churches at Nico-
medin and Adabazar have invited the
native preachers who have been labor-
ing with them to become their pastors.
The ordinations are expected to occur
in September. It is hoped that a suita-
ble man will be found ere long to be
pastor at Baghchejuk also, so that, re-
lieved in great measure from the care
of these churches, the missivnaries may
devote themselves more fully to the out-
stations, and the many Armenian towns
and villuges of the field, where they
feel that the Lord is calling them to la-
bor. “ We must maove forward,” Mr.
Green says. ¢ The Lord calls upon us
to go in and possess this land; and it
seems to us that he calls upon the
churches of America to provide the
means.”’

Assyria.—Mr. Walker has forwarded
a report of the Diarbekirstation for the
year 1859. Seven persons were added
to the church, ¢ five from the city and
two from Cutturbul,”’—six by profes-
sion. The Loys’ schools, attended by
eighty or ninety pupils, * have conti-
nued to exert their beneficial influence.”
“"T'he instruction of women, by a teach.
er employed for that special purpose,
has been discontinued, and an excellent
girls’ school commenced. The congre-
gation at Cutturbul has steadily in-
creased, *and nearly or quite half the
village may now be regarded as Protes-
tant.” “ Rays of light are penetrating
into all the region round about, and in-
dications of good may be seen on every
hand.””

Writing on the 5th of April,
Walker says:

“ At our communion on the first Sab-
bath of the new year we received eight
persons to membership in the church,
and on the last Sabbath five more were
propounded for admission, who will
-make the whole number seventy-three,
as one has recently died; Atthe grave
of this one, a respectuble Armenian
priest listened attentively, as well as

Mr.

many Armenian friends, to the whole
exercises, Our audiencies have been
very attentive and quite large during
all the spring, and our people have
built a gallery in the. chapel, elze we
should have been oftentimes seriously
incommoded for want of room. The
Loys of the Sabbath school have num-
bered as high as ohe hundred and
twelve, but the average would be but
about ninety. ‘

¢ Qur good Shemmas writes this week
from Mardin, in great joy and hope for
the tokens of good which are there just
now apparent. A spirit of eandid in-
quiry has sprung up in themindsof a
number of intelligent, thinking Papists,
and they are searching the Scriptures
as never before. A division also among
the Jacobites respecting their Patriarch,
some desiring to put another in his
place, may resalt in good.”

Satara.—Mr. Munger, of this mis-
sion, is under the necessity of return-
ing to the United States on account of
ill health, and in the enfecbled condi-
tion of the mission, Mr. and Mrs, Dean
of the Ahmednuggur field, in confor-
mity with the wishes of both missions,
have gone for a time to Satara. They
left Abmednuggur, March.2. Mr.“Wood
reported two as prepared for rceeption

.into the church, March 24,

Aunep~xUGcGErR.—Mr. Ballantine
wrote, March 24

¢ VWe have all been made very happy
this week by the arrival .of the man
baptized more than a year ago by Mr.
Ilarding, at Bombay. Soon after his
baptism he was furced ‘into a steamer
by his relatives, 2nd taken to’ Suratand
from thence to Multra, beyond Agrs,
where he was kept under such surveil-
lance that he found no means of escape
until a few weeks ago. He at length
came to a place about one hundred and
eighty miles from here, where he has
relatives, and remained there a'month,
when, finding a good opportunity to
escape from them also, he made his
way here, riding one hundred and eigh-
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‘ty miles in five days. The Christian
brethren here at once received him to
their houses and their hearts, and he is
very happy in theirsociety. Wedo re-
joice that he has thus escaped like n
bird out of the snare of the fowler, and
‘hope that henceforth he will not be op-
posed in his endeavors to serve Christ.
The place to which he was taken by his
friends is about eight hundred miles
from here.”

A letter from Mr. Abbott, of May 20,
mentions progress, and, in one place,
persecution. Ile writes: ‘The good
work is going on. Just now, at Ra-
huri, there is considerable oppasition.
. The Christians there were severely
beaten, some one hundred and thirty-
five persons being engaged in the affair.
Their declared object was to bieat them
so that no others would dare tojoin
them. The case is now being investi-
gated by the assistant collector, and I
have no doubt it will result in good.”

Letters from Madras aunounce the
arrival of Rev. George T. Washburn
and wife at that place, on the 12th of
April, one hundred days from Boston.
They are to join the Madura mission.

CanxrtoN.—Mr. Bonney wrote, March
27, that his chapel meetings continued
to be well attended, and on the Tth of
the month a free day-school for boys
was opened in a large room in the rear
of the chapel ; several Americans, resi-
dent at Canton, having offered to defray
the expenses of the school if Mr. Bon-
ney would superintend it. Two Chi-
nese, who were pupils in the school at
Hong Kong fifteen years ago, also gave
ten dollarg each towards its support.
The Papists, it is stated, have com-
menced their labors at Canton, having
opened a free school, which has 75 pu-
pils. 'They have as yet no public reli-
gious services in the city, but state that
they. bave 600 adberents. There are
now, in all, Mr. Bonney says, sixteen
ordained Protestant missionaries there,
of whom thirteen are married.—2Mis-
stonary Herald.,

PRESBYTERIAN BOARD. -
Recent Intelligence.

Cuina.—We have received letters
from Shanghai, dated to April 7th, and
from Ningpo, dated to April 10th. The
letters from Ningpo, speak of lHang-
Chow having been taken by the rebels,
plundered, and a large part of it des-
troyed ; multitudes of the people were
fugitives, who had lost all their proper-
ty, and were enduring the greatest suf-
ferings. Great alarm prevailed for o
time at Ningpo among the natives, and
the missivnaries and other foreigners
were not protected by the presence of
any ship of war in the harbor. Mat-
ters were in a more quiet state at the
latest date, the rebels had been held in
check, and our brethren seem to feel
themselves not exposed to immediate
danger ; on the contrary, they urgently
claim for their mission the new mission-
aries who last went out. We regret to
learn that a special reason existed for
complying with their request, in the
feeble state of Mrs. Nervius’ health,
making the removal of herself and Mr.
Nevius from Ningpo unavoidable; they
would, perhaps, join Dr. and Mrs. Hep-
burn, in Japan, agrecably to the earn-
est wishes of our friends at Kanagawn,
and with the approval of the Ningpo
mission. There was still a happy state
of religious feeling in the church at
Ningpo; a daily prayer-meeting was
held by the native members, and four
new converts has been recently admit-
ted to the church. At Shanghai, also,
there were some encouraging evidences
of the presence of the Iluly Spiritin
the work of conviction, and perhaps, of
conversivn. The accounts of Mr. Low-
rie’s health, we regret to legrn, are
again discouraging.

Siay axp Inpra.—We have received
brief notes from Bangkok, March 26th;
Ambala, April 4th; Lodiana, April
17th; and a letter from Kapurthala,
April 14th. Mr. Woodside speaks of
his work at Kapurthala as still giving
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him much encouragement. Mr. Carle-
ton reports the baptism of a Ilindu
some months ago, but not mentioned at
the time. The wife of this convert was
the person referred to in our notice of
last month ; she was baptized by DMr.
Munnis. The hopeful conversion of
both is ascribed to the divine blessing
accompanying the faithful instructions
of an English lady and ber husband at
Ambala,

Inprax Trines.—Mr, Ilobbs reports
the organizing of a new church at Juck’s
Fork, Choctaw nation, about fifty miles
west of his station; 38 members pre-
viously connected with other churches
were received, under the care of four
elders, hut they are anxious to enjoy
the services of a pastor. ‘A big meet-
ing” was held on this occasion by
Messrs. IIobbs and Fisk, which was at-
tended by many with much interest;
several persons expressed their purpose
to serve God. We observe references
in those letters to more than usual sick-
ness.

SAILING OF MISSIONARIES.

- The Rev. Messrs. Stephen Matton,
"Samuel G. McFarland and Noah A.
McDonald, and their wives, embarked
at this port in the barque Maury, on
the 5th inst.,, on their way to Siam.
Mr. and Mrs. Mattoon are returning to
their field of labor, the health of Mrs.
Mattoon being improved, though still
delicate. The new brethren are both
students of Alleghany Seminary, and
members of the Presbytery of Hunt-
ingdon. We ask for this company an
interest in the prayers of our readers.
Foreign Miss.

METHODIST EPISCOPAL MISSION.
SOUTH. AMERICA.

Buenos Ayres.—DBrother Goodfellow
writes, March 1, 1860: “ Weare enjoy-
ing a delizhtful spiritual refreshing;
our prayer-meetings have very much
increased in numbers and in spiritual-
ity. Severalconversions and accessions

to the Church have occurred since the
beginning of the year.”

In another part of his letter brother
Goodfellow writes: ¢ The hearts of our
people are greatly called out in prayer
to God to extend his work among this
people, and immense numbers of copies
of the Bible are finding their way by
purchase out among the people.”

Central and South America.—The
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, at
the late annual meeting of- their Mis-
sionary Board, reported in favor of es-
tablishing missions at the following
points: Panama, San Jose, in Costa
Riea, unless some more eligible. point
shall be indicated by further examina-
tion and reports of Dr. Hamilton; -and
El Bario, on ‘the Tehuantepec Isthmus.

Vaudois.—Mr. Morel, late pastor at
Rora, is about to carry his ministry to
the bosom of the Vaudois colony in
Uraguay.

GERMANY.

Rev. L. S. Jacoby writes from Bre-
men, Germany, April 3: *The Lord
has been with us at our quarterly meet-
ing and at the anniversary of the Tract
Society.””. Brother Jacoby also men-
tions the presence of a brother from
Cincinnati, Ohio, in their midst; he
was out there for the purpose of visit-
ing his parents.

Brother Nuelsen says: In the work
of the Lord we are getting'along-well,
especinlly at Ludwigsburg; f[a large
city in the kingdom of Wurtemburg.]
If we had American liberty to: work,
we wouid have a real American revival
here. We had prayer-meetings in our
large room every evening last week; and
the room was so crowded that it-was
impossible for all to kneel down during
prayers. Aisles and every spot in the
room were all full, and the new converts
prayed with- much fervor. In the city
college we have eight members attend-
ing school, four of whom are children
of Dr. Paulus and his brother Philip,
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editor of the Firieden’s Glocke, [Peace
Bell, a religious paper.] The students
are truly converted and sound Metho-
dists. One of them, in speaking with
one of these dry German Christians,
said: “Jf God awaken souls amung us,
we pray with them until they find peace,
even if it takes all night, and that is
what you should do too” 1t is the
custom in Germany among us for the
brethren to take the mourners intao their
houses and pray with them. This
serves us in place of the mourner’s
bench.

ZPrussia.—In spreading the work we
are successful. In Prussia we now
have liberty to work, and we could use
from fifty to one hundred missionaries
all at once, to answer all the calls on
us for preaching.

Misstonary Institute in Bremen, Ger-
many.—DBrother Jacoby advises us that
two of the young men from the Insti-
tute have entered upon their work as
ministers or missionaries ; one to Ber-
lin and one to Switzerland.

Three young und promising brethren
are about entering the institution.

Miss. Advocate.

MISCELLANY.

WESTERN AFRICA.

We clip the following {rom the Colo-
nization llerald.

The colony of Sierra Leone, and the
Repuablic .of Liberia, on the western
coast of Africa, are noble monuments
of England’s and America’s philan-
thropic exertions. They were establish-
ed and are sustained on the true and
only principles of Christinn coloniza-
tion. And they are fulfilling the hopes
of their founders and supporters, in
standing forth as centres of light to the
surrounding darkness. The population
of Sierra Leone is computed to exceed
sixty thousand souls, and is composed of
members of some sixty tribes of Afri-
cans, speaking as many different dia-
lects. They were mostly rescued by

PBritish cruisers from slavers, carried to
this asylum, and afforded the ndvanta-
ges of education and civilization. Hun-
dreds of them are now well qualified

ministers of the Gospel, catechists,

teachers, and merchants. Several of
the latter named class have acquired
more than one hundred thousand dol-
lars, others own vessels of considerable
size, and navigate them themselves,
Many have sent their children to Eu-
rope for education and o knowledge of
mechanic arts.

Liberia is the vigorous offspring of
the Lenvolence of the United States, It
affords an inviting home to the people
of color of this country, extirpates sla-
very and theslave-trade from its territo-
ry, is establishing an bhonorable nation-
ality fur the race, and has laid a foun-
dation where Christianity is rearing her
temples, and civilization her halls of
science and literature. It has upwards
of thirty ministers of various denomi-
nations, two thousand communicants,
and one hundred teachers. Nearly
twelve thousand American colored per-
sons have been settled in Liberia Ly the
Culonization Society, and these, with
over two hundred thouspnd natives,
have become an independent nation,
with a republican constitution.

WONDERFUL RESULTS.

The Rev. Mr. Willinms of the Syrian
Mission, in a public meeting, presents
the fullowing facts:

I am glad to be able to report to this
large audience. from a Sabbath school
which I have seen on missionary ground.
On the 4th day of Jast March I was in
Aintab, a town in Northern Syria,
where fifteen years ago a missionary
was stoned out of the place, and ¥vhere
twenty-five yeargago amissionary nearly
lost his life at the hands of a mob, for
trying to distribute Bibles. On the
morning of the day, learning thata Sab-
bath-school had grown up there, I visi-
ted it with the superintendent. We en-
tered a yard, (and the yards there are
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always inside of the house,) and from
there we went into an-old room, dark
and small, where were gathered a good
many little children, who could not read.
They were being catechized. The su-
perintendent interrupted the catechi-
zing, and asked them to sing. They
began to sing, “I love the Sunday-
school,” * We won’t give up the Bible,”
—not in English, but in the Turkish

language. But the tunes you might
have mistaken for American tunes.

From this room I went into another and
another; there were so many children,
or the rooms were so small, they had to
be separated. Thus I spent the fure-
noon, in visiting three infant depart-
ments, and in hearing them sing, and
in listening to their catechizing. Ithen
went into the large room where the
main school was held. It was a room
but little smailer than this hall, built
within tlte last five or six yearsas a
place of worship. There in the bady
of the house the children were seated,
or rather squatted on mats, reciting
their lessons, and receiving instruction
from their teachers. The galleries were
filled with classes of adults who could
not read. Some were grey-bearded old
men and grey-haired old women, and
young men and young women. There
were seven adult classes. The teachers
I had seen the Wednesday evening be-
fore in the teachers’ meeting. They
had assembled in the house of one of
their number, in an upper room ; and
there they literally sat at the feet of
their superintendent, with ink-horn in
their girdle, and book on their knees,
writing down his instructions. This
was their only commentary, and they
carefully noted the explanations of their
instructor, and gladly imparted the food
they had received from the superinten-
dent to their classes.

When the lessons were ended, the in-
fants were brought in from the various
rooms. Every one gives place to them.
The larger scholars take the sides of the

Hymns were again sung, and T confess
it stirred my soul within me to hear
aged men, who in infancy had never .
seen a Bible, now, with rough, hearty
voice, joining with the children in the
chorus, ““ We won’t give up the Bible.”
I was so interested in this school, that
after the morning’s service, at which a
congregation of a thousand assembled,
I asked the superintendent to give me
a memorandum of the attendance of
that day. Iwrote it down. There were
58 teachers, 210 in the adult classes,
599 in the regular school, and 357
in the infant classes, making, in that
dark benighted part of the earth, a Sab-
bath-school of 1,224 scholars.

PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF FOR-
EIGN MISSIONS.

The 23d anniversary of this Board
was held in New York, May 6. Doring
the past year 44 missionaries have been
sent out, and including 22 formerly
connected with the Choctaw mission
of the American Board now transferred
to this Board, making 66 added to the
missionary force during the year, being
nearly twice as many as have been
brought into the service in any previ-
ous year. The receipts for the year
were $237,582 28, the actual increase
from ordinary sources being $25,-
544 18. 'The expenditures were $234,-
037 73.—Messenger.

A WIDE AND OPEN FIELD.

The Cavalla Messenger speaks of an
interesting missionary field on the Af-
rican coast, stretching from Cape
Mount to Bereby, a distance of about
four hundred miles, and extending
back to the range of mountains on the
north, a distance of from fifty to one
hundred and fifty miles. Taking the
mean distance, 100 miles, it contains
an area of 4,000 square miles, and if
as densely populated as the Grebo
country, must have.a heathen popula-

room, and they occupy the centre.—; tion of 530,000. Three-fourths of these
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are accessible to Christian effort, and
it is supposed the remainder will be by
the time a native ngency ig raised up
to occupy the ground.— Messenger.

DR. M. R. DELANEY’S RETURN.

. We received by the mail from Eng-
land, about the 20th May, a letter
from Dr. Delaney, dated in March, in-
forming us of his return from the in-
terior of Yoruba, and his hope of get-
ting a passage from Lagos direct to
the United States. We now learn that,
with his companion, Mr. Camplell, he
has arrived in England on his way,
and will spend several weeks there
in giving testimony about the condi-
tion of Africa. A London paper has
the following notice of them :

¢« ArricaN ExpLorING EXPEDITION.—
Messrs. Campbell and Delaney, who
left this country a year ago for the
purpose of selecting a location in Cen-
tral Africa for an industrial colony of
American people of colour, have reach-
ed London on their return. They have
brought with them a treaty on parch-
ment, entered into with the King and
chiefs of Abeokuta, which promises to
admit them and their associates into
all the rights and privileges which
they sought for. They expect to re-
main in England for several weeks.
Mr. Delaney visited several of the Li-
berian towns, and was favourably im-
pressed with what he witnessed. Speak-
ing of Liberia and her people, he
remarked: ‘It is a glorious country,
and I regret that we of America so
Jong remained unacquainted with this
noble band of brothers, who have al-
ways loved us with a heart’s warm
zeal, and, though coldly and indiffer-
ently treated by us, ever bore it with
patience, anxiously waiting and hoping
that the day might come when we
would loosk on them with favour, and
approbate their struggling efforts for
liberty and an African nationality.
. I pledge them the heart and

. - .

hand of a brother to stand by them:in-
one common cause.” '

BAPTISTS IN CALIFORNIA.
The force consists at present of fifty-
three ministers, ordained and licensed ;
fifty-four churches, and eighteen hun-
dred and fifty communicants. Several
new churches are to be organized soon.
Baptist Circular.

A MISSIO;NARY BY COMPULSION.

We find the following paragraph in
a secular paper. If correct in its par-
ticulars, it is certainly a strange story.
If Mur. Brubaker had been disposed to
get away, we should suppese he might
have found an opportunity in less than
thirteen years to have done so:

“ Mr. George Brubaker, a citizen of
Lancaster county, Pa., reached St. Jo-
seph, Mo., last Wednesday, on his way
home. He was captured by a band of
Camanches while on his way to Cali-
fornia in 1847, thirteen years ago, and
had just esecaped from them. After
becoming acquainted with the lan-
guage and habits of the Indians, he
was made a medicine man, and in that
capacity, did a great deal of good
among them, and has succeeded in con-
verting over two hundred to the Chris-
tian religion. It was only after the
most solemn promises that he would
return that they nllowed him to depart,
and he will go back as soon as he has
geen his family, who have mourned
him for years as dead.

DEATII OF A MISSIONARY LADY.

A letter from the Rev. Jacob Rambo,
of the Cape Palmas Protestant Episco-
pal Mission, announces the death of
Miss L. L. K. Spaulding, a member of
that mission. Mr. Rambo says: “A
link in our short chain is broken. Qur
little hand weeps. Miss Spaulding has
fallen asleep. She died last Saturday,
the 7th of April. She was sick twelve
days. It was the acclimating fever—
her first attack.” .
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Joux E. Tavror, Esq., the Ameri-
can consul at Sierra Leone, died at his
consulate, some weeks ago.

Lilberia Herald.

A FAMOUS COLLECTION.

One of the pleasing results of Mis-
sionary work is its reaction. The con-
verted heathen is anxious to be em-
ployed in communicating the ¢ glad
tidings” to his fellow-countrymen yet
in “ darkness and the shadow of
death,”” or else in furnishing the
means for carrying on the work by
others’ instrumentality. An interest-
ing instance of this kind has lately
taken place at Abbeokuta. On the
20th June, a large meeting on behalf
of the Dritish and Foreign Bible So-
ciety was held in Mr, Townsend’s new-
ly erected church at Ake, in that town.
It was crowded to overflowing, and
even the windows were blocked up
from the outside by anxious black faces,
who could not obtain admittance.
These people have, many of them, ex-
perienced the power of the Gospel,
and we can well imagine that they
would bLe interested in the work of a
Society whose object it is to circulate
the word of God in the tongue of the
heathen, as well as that of civilized
men. But the most remarkable por-
tion of this mecting was the collection.
‘When finished, it was as much as eight
men counld carry! Was not this a fa-
mous collection? And now for a word
of explanation. The collection was
made in calabashes, and, as each was
filled, it was brought and emptied in a
heap on the floor near the pulpit—not
shining sovereigns, half-crowns, shil-
lings, sixpences, &c., but cowries, a
kind of small shell, which the natives
pass as money—170,000 cowries, in
value £7 13s. The total collection
will, in all, probably amount to near-
ly £20, the remainder being made
up of silver; but there is an absence
of gold and copper. Twenty pounds

at a Bible meeting in the interior ofl

Africa! May not all missionary friends
say, *Let us thank God, and take
courage;” and may not the cowries of
Africa put to shnme many a collection
in many a great town in Christian
lands ?— Ch. Miss. Gleaner.

LIBERIA, .

The quantity of sugar and syrup is
represented to be not only much larger
this year than ever before, but of very
superior quality along the region of
the St. Paul’s river.

The National Fair was progressing
with much success at Buchanan, Bas-
sa, President Benson being present,
and many native chiefs attending, to
pay respect to hinf, and see the Fair.

The efforts to terminate the chronic
hostilities which have so long disturbed
the Manna river region, north of Cape
Mount, seems to have been.conducted
to perfect success by President Benson,
and before he left eight fortified towns
had been entirely dismantled, thus in-
suring peace for the future.

In one word, Liberia is very pros-
perous.

MISSIONS COMMENCED.

Missionary efforts were made, previ-
ous to the present century, by the
church of Geneva in 1556; by Swedish
Christians, in Lapland, near the end of
the same century ; by the Dutch, early
in the century following; by John El-
liot and the Meyhews and others in
Massachusetts ; by the King of Den-
mark in 1705; by Sargent, Edwards
and Brainard among the North Amer-
ican Indians about the middle of the
last century; by the English Society
for the Propagaticn of the Gospel in
Foreign parts in 1701; by the Moravi-
ans in 1743;: by the English Baptists
in 1792 ; the London Society in 1795 ;
the Edinburgh and Glasgow Societies
in 1796; and Netherlands Missionary
Society in 1797.

Be ye fruitful in good works. -
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A CITIZEN OF HEAVEN.

A Christian does not turn his back
upon the fine things of this world be-
cause he has no natural capacity to en-
joy them, no taste for them; hut be-
cause the Iloly Spirit has shown him
greater and better things. e wants
flowers that will never fade—he wants
something that n man can take to ano-
ther world. ITe is like a man who has
notice to quit his house, and having
secured a new one, he is no more anx-
ious to repair, much less to embellish
and beautify the old one; his thoughts
are upon the removal. If you hear
him converse, it is upon the house to
which be is going. Thither he sends
his goods, and thus he declares plainly
what he is seeking.

BOOK NOTIGES.

The Mountain Violet; or the Charms of
Early Piely, as displayed in the Me-
moir of Margaret Rust Buyne. By
Rev. Fraxvcis M. Barxer, Hanover,

Virginia. Charleston, S. C.: South-
ern Baptist Publication Society.

««The Mountain Violet’” was a sweet
and beautiful flower on earth. Oh,
how much more lovely and precious
now, as it blooms in the “Eden of
Love.”’—And the vase is worthy of the
flower. It is of pure porcelain, taste-
fully moulded, and tinted with the col-
ors of truth, affection and piety. For
such books the world is under lasting
obligations to the subject and the
author. The lives of the consistently
pious and their trimmnphant deaths, are

among earth’s richest treasures, and he }

who worthily records and commits them
to the kgeping of sympathizing hearts,
confers a boon which eternity alone can
estimate. \We need not commend this
little book. It had already reached its
second thousand before it ecame to us;
and every one that reads it will want
every body else to do so.
P.

Counsel to Ministers. An Ordination
Charge to a Young Minister, by his
Father. Same Publishers,

This *Charge” was delivered by
Rev. Robert Ryland to his son William
S. Ryland, It was published soon after

in the Religious Ierald—a depository
of many valuable gems. We wmarked
it at the time for insertion in the Com-
mission, but our copy was mislaid, and
su it failed to be inserted. Weare glad
to meet with it in the neat tract which
the Society has sent us. P.

Popular Amusements, IHow far may a
Clivistian indulge in .Po,pulur Amuse-
ments? By FrRaNkLIN WILSON, author
of ¢‘Duties of Churches to their Pas-
tors,” *Comparative Influence,” ‘* Keep
the Church Pure.” Same Publishers.

This is a volume of 53 pages, writ-
ten in the usual judicious and discrimi-
nating manner of the excellent author,
Brother Wilson possesses rare gifts for
discussing practical subjects of this
kind, and we should be glad to see him
employ them more frequently. Tho
volume before us is on an important
subject, and is a timely production.
Our colporteurs ought toseatter it broad-
cast. P,
A Sermon preached at Jamestown, Sep-

tember 4th, 1859, at the Funeral of

Elisha Woodfin,Jr. By Dan’s Wirr.

Published by request. Richmond:

Ellyson’s stenm presses, 130 Main St.

This pamphlet is gotten up in the
neat and accurate style for which the
press of Brother Ellyson is noted. It
was sent to us not as an editor, but as
a friend, but we feel unwilling to pass
it by without thus thanking the author
for so well furnished a treasury of rich
and consoling Scripture truths. P

Notes on the Greek Text of the Epistle
of Paul to Fhilemon, as the basis of
@ Revision of the Common English
Version; and a Revised Version, with
notes. New York: American Bible
Union, &e.

The neatness of the issues of the
Ameriean Bible Union we have hereto-
fore noticed. This volume is in perfect
keeping with former issues. As to the
revised version, we have heard but one
oljection to it—the use of servant as
the rendering of doulos. It is admitted
that the donlos was a bond-man, but
contended that slave *is compuratively
a modern word in our language, and
altogether too restricted to represent
the Greek doulos.’”” Were this so, it
would not justify the use of servant,
Jor that certainly does not represent
doulos. 1f slave be objectionubte, the
renderiug should be bond servunt. P.
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