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Foreign Missions in Spite of War

By L. Howard Jenkins

Thc idea is all too prevalent, I fear, that the work
of the Foreign Mission Board has been curtailed
to such an extent that little can be done except set up
reserves for postwar days.

This is far from the truth. Let us take our minds off
the dark side of the picture and think of the bright
side for a little while—of the things we can do and
arc doing. The time has come when we should give
a positive emphasis and stop defeatist talk which can
only injure this, the greatest of all our work. The
world mission enterprise is not static!

It is true that out of our regular income for mis-
sions, which has shown a gratifying increase, we are
trying to set aside, from time to time, reasonable
amounts to rchabilitate our work in Europe and the
Orient. Southern Baptists will applaud the Board for
this wise use of their money. If we are successful in
this plan, no special appeal after the war will be neces-
sary for aid in re-establishing our work in invaded
countries.

In the meantime we are not neglecting our main
job as we prepare for the future. The work in the
Orient has been hindered; in Japan it has ceased al-
together, and this is true of certain parts of Europe.
But in other parts of the world, our missionaries are
at work in a glorious way.

In China some missionaries have been evacuated
several times, but more than a dozen are now on duty
in unoccupied China, and there are three miss.ionaries
in Macao and one in Shanghai, continuing their work
amid dangers and privations. This is a much smaller
forcc than usual and they have of necessity had to
change the emphasis somewhat to meet wartime con-
ditions, but fundamentally they are doing the same
kind of work they have always done in China.

The missionaries have distributed to the starving
Chinese food costing several hundred thousand dol-
lars, furnished by the relief fund cstablishgd for that
purpose by the churches of the Convention. Many
men, women, and children will survive the war be-
cause of the generosity of Southern Baptists and the
effective work of devoted missionaries. At least one
hospital is functioning in spite of war under a medical

missionarv’s faithful service.

I have faith to believe that the day will come when
we can re-enter Japan and teach the people of that
land a new way of life.

ince the war began, our Board has established work

in two new territories. The Hawaii mission has
progressed beyond all expectations. Twenty-three
missionaries of Southern Baptists are now on active
duty in those islands and the plan now is to send more
of our furloughed missionaries to work there until
they can return to their regular posts in the Orient.
In Hawaii we have six churches and a Bible Institute,
all started in wartime with Southern Baptists’ mission-
ary money. These churches minister not only to
Haxaiians but to members of our own armed forces.
The appeal is for more help, and it must and will be
supplied.

Three years ago we entered Colombia in South
America. The personnel has grown from two mis-
sionaries to fourteen. We have never accomplished
so much in so short a period of time with so few in
any other field occupied by Southern Baptists. The
story of the achievements in Colombia sounds like a
New Testament miracle. We must soon reinforce our
work in this strategic country.

Other Latin American countries have recently
openqd to us. Four missionaries from Uruguay and
Argentina are on duty in Paraguay this spring. New
missionaries are again being admitted to Brazil for
the first time in several years. The work of missions
goes on, war or no war, and nothing shall stop our
witness.

In Africa, the possibilities seem unlimited. The
doors are wide open. A total of seventy-one mis-
sionaries serve Nigeria, but that is only one small area
of the vast continent. We must send many more to
Africa. Travel conditions are uncertain but transpor-
tation by air is becoming more regular. Whereas it
once took four to six weeks to reach Lagos by boat,
if all connections were made, today missionaries make
it in four days.

The Foreign Mission Board has 227 missionaries
on active duty in all areas as of January 1, 1945. This
is not an inconsiderable num- (Please turn the page)
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ber. Of those on furlough, thirty-five
are in some other remunerative em-
ployment, thus relieving the Board of
: the payment of their salaries until
. they return to the mission field.
_ In the brief space of one article, I
L have been able to mention just a few
' of the encouraging aspects of our
work—sufficient, I hope, to show that
we are stil doing business for our
Lord in spite of the world tragedy.

he Foreign Mission Board has a big

job ahead, the biggest job in the
world. It will take men and money
to do the job in a worthy way. I hope
many of our finest young people will
decide to invest their lives in this task

= and that other Southern Baptists will
coatinue to invest their money, mak-
ing it possible for missionaries to wit-
ness for Christ unto the uttermost.
It is all important what kind of
pzace we have following the conflict.
& I am convinced that there can be no
permanent peace unless it is based on
a recognition of the sovereignty of
Jesus Christ in the life of nations as
well as in the life of the individual.
b The time has come when man must
practice the things he professes if we
are to have lasting peace.

A peace without Christ will be fleet-
_ing. The missionaries of this Board

} are trying to bring individuals to an
" acceptance of Christ as their Lord and
Master, and I am convinced that if
the Christian movement can influence
enough individuals, it will sooner or
later influence governments to put
into practice the principles of Jesus
Christ. Lasting peace will come as a
matter of course if men can be
brought to see this.

Peace, after all, is simple: just follow
Christ and do his will. There is no
hope for humanity in a peace that is
not dictated by Jesus. We must give
this gospel to the world. We have no
choice. Southern Baptists cannot dg it
. all but we must do our part. God does
' not require more.

o
", g

Foreign missions in spite of war is ap-
parent on the map opposite. The shaded
areas are the countries where Southern
Baptists have mission work. Only the
darkly shaded parts—East Asia and South-
At

least three times that much territory is

ern Europe—have been evacuated.

still open to missionaries.
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Latin America
By Everett Gill, Jr.

Outside of combat zones,

the missionary enterprise in

seven Latin American Re-

publics has gone forward
without interruption. War restric-
tions and the rising cost of living
have naturally worked hardship but
have not seriously impeded the prog-
ress of the work. In the immedi-
ate future, our Latin American work
is faced with two pressing needs and
opportunities:

The immediate strengthening and
enlarging of the work already estab-
lished is imperative. \Vithin each of
the seven Republics there are large
states and provinces with no mission-
ary of our Board. Year after year, both
the missions and the national Baptist
conventions have been pleading for
missionaries sufficient to meet these
needs. The great Amazon Valley,
large enough to include all western
Europe, has only two Southern Bap-
tist missionaries! We could easily use
fifty new missionaries strategically
placed in seven Republics now.

Baptist institutions, including semi-
naries, training schools, publishing
houses, schools and colleges, are in
urgent need of new or enlarged build-
ings and equipment. These institutions
have furnished the spiritual leadership
and literature for the evangelization
of these Republics. In spite of war
demands, it 1s now possible to secure
building materials and erect the
needed institutions before war’s end.

The entering of Colombia with its
almost miraculous results has demon-
strated the soundness of the Board’s
policy to enter a new mission area in
force, both as to personnel and equip-
ment. The same result might be ob-
tained in Ecuador, next-door.

In spite of strong Catholic opposi-
tion and fanadcism, Venezuela and
northern Peru likewise present oppor-
tunities among great peoples with
immeasurable spiritual needs. The
constitutions of both Republics guar-
antee religious freedom. The Indian
tribes of Venezuela’s Orinoco River
and the Peruvian Andes are among
the most tragic peoples of the world.

In the light of the need of inter-
American understanding, the im-
mediate opportunities of the hour and
the present ability and willingness of
our people to give generously, spir-
itual wisdom and missionary strategy

dictate that we reinforce and cnlarge
our Latin American missions now!
The world is littered with the wreck-
age of spiritual opportunities which
we failed to seize at the strategic
moment. Latin American doors are
wide opepn, and God is calling. We
must not fail him.

The year 1944 apparently marked
the turning point in the dlﬂiculty
which we have experienced in secur-
ing passports and entrance permits for
new missionaries. Since the adoption
of the resolution on “Religious Free-
dom” at the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion in May, 1944, the Board has
secured several passports.

Although never officially outlawing
the entrance of new missionaries, the
Brazilian Government has for nearly
three years consistently refused the
grantmg of entrance permits to new
missionaries. That policy now seems
to be changmg, visas were secured in
1944 for six of our new missionaries
to go to Brazil as replacements. Many
will always believe that this pollcv
was more the result of influences here
in the United States than in Brazil
With full separation of church and
state, Brazil has becn consistently
friendly to our missionary work.

The publication of Dr. George P.
Howard’s book, Religious Liberty in
Latin America? constitutes a classic
answer to the Roman Catholic charge
that our work is undermining the
Good-Neighbor Policy. Its influence
may affect the entire policy of our
Government toward the full rlghts of
religious minorities. It consists of a
clear statement of Roman Cathohc
intrigue to gain a favored position in
inter-American affairs, and the amaz-
ing tributes of leading Latin American
authors, statesmen, educators, and
publishers to the unselfish work of
Protestant missionaries.

Dr. John A. Mackay, brilliant presi-
dent of Princeton Theological Semi-
nary, calls this rising tide of Catholic
clericalism “the gravest single issue
that confronts the western hemi-
sphere.”

f the twenty Latin American Re-

publics, seven have severed diplo-
matic relations with the Axis powers,
and thirteen have declared war,
among them Mexico, Colombia, and
Brazil, all furmshmg certain vital
war materials. The Good-Neighbor
Policy, in spite of some excesses, has
proved its worth and united the hemi-
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Of the total area of Southern Baptists’ mission fields, only a small part is closed by the war.

sphere for military victory. Brazil is
a fighting ally with a contingent of
troops in Italy whomDr. JohnF.Soren,
pastor of the First Baptist Church
of Rio de Janeiro, serves as chaplain.

The revolution in Argentina, spon-
sored by the ancient triumvirate of
landed wealth, the army, and the
Catholic higher clergy, has brought
Good-Neighbor relations to the
breaking point. From all sources,
however, it seems evident that the
majority of the citizens of this great
Republic are democratic at heart and
hope for a United Nations victory.
The United States must be patient
and not too anxious to settle Argen-
tina’s internal affairs.

In spite of some persecution insti-
gated by the Catholic clergy, there has
existed an amazing amount of freedom
for the proclamation of the gospel
in Argentina. Open-air and tent meet-
ings, prohibited for a short period,
have been resumed, and a spirit of
evangelism seems to be widespread.
Now is the time to “enlarge the place
. . . of our habitations” in Latin
America. Now is the time to lengthen
the missionary cords and enter new
unevangelized areas at a time when
the home stakes are stronger than at
any other time in our history. It may
be now or never in Latin America.

for March 1945

The Orient
By M. Theron Rankin

During 1944 the Japanese

s invasion of China enveloped

all of the remaining centers

in which we have missionary work

—Chengchow, Shiuchow, Wuchow,
Kiweilin, and Sunhing.

Our missionaries escaped from
some of these centers only a few
hours ahead of the incoming Japanese.
In most cases, they rcmained with
their Chinese co-workers and came
out with them. Some of them walked
hundreds of miles, for periods of
weeks. They trekked along with the
masses of Chinese refugees, sleeping
and eating with them as the meager
opportunities afforded.

During the year practically all of
our missionaries who were in Free
China at the outbreak of the war be-
tween Japan and the United States
have been able to return to America.
Most of these missionaries had been
in China part of their furlough period
and had served under tremendous
strain, For this reason, the Foreign
Mission Board urged that they return
to America to take their furloughs and
secure greatly needed rest. In order
to relieve them and provide for their

work, we sent back to China eleven
experienced missionaries who had
been in America for some time. Some
of these were eight months on the
journey and arrived just in dme to
see their stations of work occupied by
the enemy.

A place of needed service was
opened to these servants of God by
the China Inland Mission. Because of
a lack of missionary workers, the
China Inland Mission was faced with
the necessity of closing one of its im-
portant centers of work in Kweichow
Province. Our missionaries were in-
vited to take over the work in the city
of Tsunyi. For several months six of
these missionaries have been render-
ing a splendid service in this city and
surrounding areas.

Due to the Japanese drive into
Kweichow Province the missionaries
and Chinese in the Tsunyi area were
compelled to move on to other places.
We received notice that they were
advised by our State Department to
evacuate and, at last message, were in
Chungking.

Despite such discouragement, mes-
sages coming from these missionaries
indicate that they are being sustained
with strength that gives them peace
and confidence.

(Please turn the page)
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n the midst of this great turmoil
and tragedy, God’s Kingdom lives
on in the hearts and lives of Chinese
Christians. Reports which continue to
reach us from all sections of China
occupied by the Japanese give us as-
surance that Chinese Christians con-
tinue to worship and serve their Lord.
However dark the outlook may be at
present, we are confident that this day
of darkness will come to an end and
that its passing will lead us to the
dawn of a new day of opportunity
and servicg in the Orient.

For such a day our Foreign Mission
Board is preparing. Ve are continuing
to hold together in readiness our ex-
perienced missionary personnel now
at home. We are preparing new ap-

pointees for the Orient to be ready to
help answer the great call for workers
which will come to us at the close of
the war.

We are gathering funds with which
to repair residences, schools, church
buildings, hospital plants when we get
back into areas now occupied by the
Japanese.

Southern Baptists have a great her-
itage in the Orient, both in China and
in Japan, which we must not and can-
not lose. We must be prepared in
spirit and in resources of personnel
and funds to give our maximum help
to the Christians of these countries at
a time when they will be desperately
in need, both spiritually and physi-
cally.

Africa, Europe and the Near East

Professor Kenneth Scott
Latourette calls the for-
cign missionary enterprise
“an amazing feature of an
amazing age.” Even those
of us who are close to
this task are amazed as
we contemplate the manner in which
the power of God manifests itself in
a time like this.

Many seem to be of the opinion
that we shall have to wait until the
war ends to resume our efforts in
foreign fields. As a matter of fact, we
have never sounded retreat as a
Foreign Mission Board. For example,
we have under appointment in con-
nection with our program in Nigeria,
West Africa, seventy-one missionaries,
the largest number who ever repre-
sented us in that land. Most of these
soldiers of the Cross are at their posts,
while five recruits are on the high seas
traveling to their stations.

When this scribe was in Nigeria a
few months ago, he was besieged by
individuals and groups who urged him
to use his influence in order that the
nceds of the millions might be met.
Interpreted into language that all the
readers of this magazine can under-
stand, they said that many of their
pcoplc arc cxlstmg in ignorance, that
the majority of the babies of thc land
are dying before they reach the age
of one year, that multitudes of the
mothers are dying in childbirth, that
thousands of children and adults are
cursed with leprosv, and that count-
less numbers travel the dark trail

4 (60)

By George W. Sadler

from birth to death without catching
a glimpse of the Light of the world.

One young African closed a power-
ful and pathetic written appeal for
help for the people of his neglected
area with these words: “Come and
help us. Come and redeem us. Come
and show us the light. May the Lord
bless you and those who will turn
open ear to these our great and urgent
needs.”

As this message indicates, the num-
ber of missionaries now under ap-
pointment is entirely insufficient to
meet the overwhelming needs of the
multitudes who are lool\mar to us for
learning and healing and spiritual
light. We should appoint at the next
semiannual meeting of the Board at
least twenty new missionaries and
send them to Africa as soon as their
passages can be secured.

report from Spain tells us that

thirty-two persons were baptized
within a fortmght in Alicante. An-
other communication of a few weeks
ago referred to forty who were soon
to be baptized in another part of
Spain.

The Board is in search of an out-
standing couple who arc prepared to
associate themselves with our lone
missionary. Mrs. N. J. Bengtson, and
our Spanish brethren. When these
voung persons can be found, they will
be appointed and sent to the Univer-
sity of Mexico for language study.

Chaplain D. O. Blaisdell has taken
a very special interest in our work in

1ESS
v

Italy. Afrer attending a conference o
Protestants in Rome, he wrote con-
cerning Baptist pastors: “I think we
should be proud of the fact that they
are held in esteem among other Protes-
tant groups in Italy.” He added that
“our Baptist w ork™. . . has been mi-
raculously guarded and maintained.”
So desperate is the need and so great
are the opportunitics Chaplain Blais-
dell recommends that Dr. Dewey
Moore be given at least $50,000 to
spend between now and the time of
the mecting of the Southern Baptist
Convention in May.

hen Missionary Rov Starmer was

forced to leave his post in Bucha-
rest, he committed the care of our
property in that center to a gifted Ro-
manian, Peter Bellicov. Soon after-
ward the property was confiscated
and the organization of our denomi-
nation was dissolved. On October 8
of this year Mr. Bellicov wrote that
the consequences were “continuous
persecutions, condemnation by mar-
tial court from_ one month up to
twentyv-five vears in prison.” He con-
tinued: “Only God and a few good
Romanians have hc]ped our pcoplc to
pull through these trying times.’

On behalf of these persecuted peo-
ple, the State Department in Wash-
ington has been visited recently.
Efforts are being made to contact the
prime minister, the minister of cults
and other prominent persons in the
Romanian capitol with a view to sc-
curing for Baptists recognition as a
cult. It is only after gaining such rec-
ognition that our brethren will be
accorded religious liberty.

iss Kate Ellen Gruver writes cn-

thusiastically about her recent
visit to Beirut. “It was so fine,” she
says, “and so encouraging to discover
the Beirut work not only going along
as usual, but in many respects develop-
ing and enlarging.”

She added that an “ordained, sclf-
appointed worker,” a layman, was
doing excellent work through the
medium of another organization on
the opposite side of the cntv Not only
is the service, conducted in the home
of the leader, crowded but members
of the group conduct informal meet-
ings in various homes.

Thus we sec that despite the ad-
versary of war, a great door and
effectual is open to us in almost every
nation.
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By Jesse R. Wilson

’ He will not fail nor be discouruged, till he have set
Jjustice in the earth; and the isles shall wait for his law
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mong the islands still waiting for

God’s law are the ones on which
the attention of the world is focused
today. The Philippines are the largest
island group in the Malay archipelago,
some 7,083 separate and distinct land
areas, sometimes called the “Seven
Thousand Emeralds.” A few years
ago, not one person in 2 hundred
could name a single one of these
islands; now we are all familiar with
Luzon, Mindanao, and Leyte, and
some even know Panay, Negros, Cebu,
and Samar.

Sixteen Million People

Extending some 1,050 miles from
north to south and 68z miles from the
point farthest east to the point farthest
west, these 7,000 islands comprise a
land area of 115,000 square miles and
a population of 16,356,000, according
to the 1940 census. The land is 63 per
cent arable, and the population is pre-
dominantly rural. Rice, corn, hemp,
sugar, coconuts, fish and the products

for March 1945

of animal husbandry are- the chief
food supply and the chief articles of
commerce.

The Spanish Regime

Discovered by Magellan in 1521 and
conquered by Spain in 1565, the
Islands took their name from the then
ruler of Spain, Philip II. Spanish
forms of government, the Spanish
language, and Roman Catholicism
were successfully introduced and soon
came to prevail widely, except that,
in Mindanao and among the pagan
tribes of the mountains and remote
forest lands, Mohammedanism, intro-
duced earlier by the Moors, persisted.

American Influence

American interest and influence in
the Philippines began in 1898 with
Admiral Dewey’s victory over the
Spanish fleet in Manila Bay. With
American occupation came American
schools to replace the low educational

(Isaiah 42:4).

levels which had prevailed under the
Spanish regime. The first teachers
were American soldiers, but in 1900
a system of free, nonsectarian schools
under a Department of Public Instruc-
tion was set up. In time, some 30 per
cent of government revenues came to
be used for schools which ranged all
the way from the primary grades to
the University of the Philippines.

Literacy was increased from 1o per
cent of the population in 1903 to 48.8
per cent in 1939, at which time it was
reported that some four million could
also read, or at least understand, Eng-
lish. The Spanish language is still the
dominant tongue,

Missions and Churches k

Protestant missionary effort begarr
at the turn of the century. In a con-
ference of several of the larger Ameri-

can foreign mission boards, areas of

responsibility were assigned, and soon'
missionaries were at work in most of
the large centers. After some reshift-
ing of territorial responsibility, North-
ern Baptists were assigned Panay, the
third largest island, on which is
Hoilo, the fifth largest city. The first
Baptist missionary was Dr. Eric Lund,
who opened work in Iloilo in 1900.
Later the work extended to Cebu and
Negros.

Baptists

By 1924, the Filipino Baptists were
strong enough to share equally with
the mission responsibility for the
work. This was done through a joint
committee. In 1935, the joint com-
mittee was dissolved and the autono-
mous Convention of Philippine Bap-
tist Churches, Incorporated, came into
being. Missionaries now work under
the Convention and function officially
as minority members of the Conven-
tion’s Board of Trustees and, as cus-
todian of mission property, through
their own missionary group.

Miss May Coggins, Baptist mission—
ary to the Philippines, summarized’
the Philippines Baptist situation omr
Pearl Harbor day as follows:

The outbreak of war found Baptist
work in the Philippines at the very be-
ginning of a strong period of indigeniza-
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tion. In the span of forty years the Spirit
of God had touched lives, brought
churches into being, and raised up lead-
ers. Filipinos were qualifying to take
positions in evangelism, education, and
medical work, hitherto held by mission-
aries, Christian women were finding new
opportunities for service, not alone in
their homes but through women’s so-
cieties in the church. Beginnings had been
made in home mission projects, White
Cross work, and in the realm of Chris-
tian home and family life. The Conven-
tion of Philippine Baptist Churches had
bcen established under national leader-
ship, and its annual meetings brought in-
spiration and challenge to all churches.
The spread of the gospel by evangelism,
the strengthening of the local church,
and emphasis upon self-support were
given predominant consideration.

Northern Baptists had twenty-one
missionaries in the Philippines when
the enemy took over. Of these, nine-
teen were regularly assigned, and two
were from East China engaged in the
study of the Chinese language. These
two and eight others were soon in-
terned. The eleven who remained in
what was, for a while at least, free
territory went back into the hills to
{ive and continue their work. Con-
cerning these, reports not yet fully
confirmed and not yet released by our
Government to the public press, give

£\ Us cause for alarm.

It is also reported that extensive

ings of our Central Philippine Col-
lege. Other buildings have been, or
may yet be, either damaged or de-

stroyed.

In Prospect of Peace

Though missionary effort has been
temporarily halted, we have every
reason to believe that the churches
have survived and perhaps have
grown spiritually strong through suf-
fering. Even before Pearl Harbor,
they had made great progress in self-
determination and self-support. They
had also learned how to work to-
gether. The spirit of comity and co-
operation which marked the early
missions spread to the rising in-
digenous churches. The Evangelical
Union of Missionaries gave place to
the National Christian Council, and
this in turn, in 1937, to the Philippine
Federation of Evangelical Churches.

It will be through this body, still
existent or revived, that new mission-
ary beginnings will be made. Accord-
ing to present plans, a great program
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of physical relief