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Playtime

Agnes Durant Pylant $2.95

This is a volume that social chairmen and other
church recreation leaders will really go for. And
small wonder, for it is a book of social recreation
written specifically for church organizations.
These plans, parties, and programs are tried-and-
found-successful features which promote whole-
some, delightful fellowship when it’s playtime
for Christian people. Material found in these

224 pages can be adapted for use by any church

group, large or small.
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The Sacial Kit
Na. 2

Jack B. and Edith Fellows
Cards, $1.00; Binder, $1.25

You know the first few minutes of a
party may determine the success or
failure of the entire evening, so here
is something different—a Kit contain-
ing a choice selection of 100 “ice-
breakers.” Prepared especially for use
by church groups, each of the 100
4x6 inch cards gives the type of
game, materials required, formation,
and complete instructions for playing
the game. Plan your social, take only
the games needed from the 100-card
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Chunch Publicity
Packel Book

James P. Kirk 75 cents

Here is a lifesaver for Sunday school
superintendents, educational direc-
tors, Training Union workers—anyone
interested in promoting church or-
ganizations through the medium of
direct mail. You'll find 100 clever
postcard-size suggestions and designs
urging Sunday school attendance, an-
nouncing a Training Union Party,
inviting use of the church library, and
advertising many other church activi-
ties. Simply pick your design, and
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Send your order now

Baptiil Boct Slored

Alabama—Birmingham 3; Arizona—Phoenix; Arkansas—Little Rock;
California—Fresno; Florida—Jacksonville 2, Miami 36 (Miami Area);
Georgia—Atlanta 3; Illinois—Carbondale;  Kentucky—Louisville 2,
Owensboro (Daviess-McLlean Assn.); Louisiana—Alexandria, Shreveport
83 (Shreveport Area), New Orleans 13 (N. 0. Assn.); Maryland—
Baltimore 1; Mississippi—Jackson 5; Missouri—1023 Grand, Kansas
City 6, St. louis 8 (St. Louis Assn.); New Mexico—Albuguerque;
North Carolina—Raleigh (Eastern N. C.), Charlotte (Western N. C.);
Oklahoma—Oklahoma City 2, Tulsa 3 (Tulsa-Rogers Assn.);
Carolina—Columbia (D); Tennessee—Nashville 3, Memphis 3 (Shelby
Assn.), Knoxville 08 (Eastern & N. E. Dist.), Chattanooga 2 (Bradley &
hamilton Assns.); Texas—Dallas 1, Austin 21 (Dist. 15), Houston 2
{Dist. 3 & 4), Lubbock (Lubbock Assn.), San Antonio 5 (Dist. 5 & 6),
Seminary Hill (serves Seminary); Virginia—Richmond 19.
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selection, insert them in the beautiful trace the picture and message on a
pocket-size binder, and you are “fully stencil for reproduction on postcards.
equipped”—no copying from books, Complete instructions are given—no
no books to be carried around! art ability is required.
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How Christian Is America?

A quarter of a million places of worship and nearly

eighty million church members might seem to
give an easy answer to the question of how Christian
America is today. But statistics and census figures do
not give the real answer.

Only when a nation is composed of a sufficiently
large number of Christian citizens to determine the
main purpose and relationships of that nation, can it
be called Christian. For the policies of a democracy
reflect the cumulative impact of individual choices
made by its citizens. National reaction to domestic
and international issues will be in harmony with a
corporate conscience. A nation may be called Chris-
tian to the degree which this conscience is moved
by Christian motives.

The Government of the United States was founded
on Christian principles. The Constitution guarantees
to all American citizens freedom
of conscience and equality be-
fore the law, “Life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness” are
considered God-given rather
than state-bestowed.

In its guaranty of religious
liberty through separation of
church and state the Constitution of the United
States recognizes the realm of God where the
state must not intrude. The principle stated in the
words of the First Amendment to the Constitu-
tion: “Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof,” represents an outstanding and internationally
unique contribution by the United States to civic
government.,

For 158 years Christianity in this country has been
free to grow unhampered by state restrictions. One
may expect that America today would be thoroughly
Christian. But in spite of the impressive statistics
which shows that about sixty per cent of the popula-
tion hold membership in some church, America can-

not be called Christian. For only a fraction of that
number attempts any serious practice of their faith.
In fact to the casual outside observer the United
States appears openly materialistic, self-indulgent and
sensuous. The radiant Christians who act as salt in
our decaying civilization are relatively small in
number,
The great lag between the ideal conduct of citi-

OMmISsion

zens of the kingdom of God and the average Amer-
ican morality is all too evident. That which receives
attention and gets into the news today is not pat-
terned after the Sermon on the Mount but on the
loose morality of Hollywood. The sanctity of home
and marriage is desecrated to such an extent that
over one fourth of all marriages ends in divorce and
unnumbered others in bitter unhappiness.

In a thousand ways Americans have become adept
at dodging God down the road of life, and our nation
is reaping the emptiness and death which are the
wages of sin. This emptiness and frustration of soul
are seen in the enormous expenditure for alcoholic
beverages, which now has reached the sum of nine
billion dollars a year. The tragedy lies not primarily
in the cost of liquor, but in the fact that so many
millions of our fellow citizens attempt to tackle the
problems of life without God,
and reach for such brittle elation
as alcohol may furnish to gather
pseudo-courage in the face of
life’s hard realities.

Add to the widespread im-
morality and drunkenness the
more “respectable” but equally
destructive sins of covetousness, envy, vanity and
slander, and we may ponder whether or not the
Archbishop of Canterbury was correct in referring
to the present time as “the post-Christian age.”

Our scientists have become alarmed and call for
“Christian ethics for the atomic age.” Our educators
are calling for a new “religious emphasis.” Our politi-
cal leaders call for the application of the principles
of the Sermon on the Mount in international rela-
tions. Pray God that this intuitive recognition of a
need for God may mature into personal acceptance
of Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. For Christian
ethics are unworkable apart from Christ. Religious
empbhasis is a poor substitute for repentance, and the
codification of the principles of the Sermon on the
Mount into international law will not produce holy
living. The cardinal danger of our age lies in wanting
the “ethic” of Jesus and forgetting his words: “With-
out me ye can do nothing.”

The task of making America Christian requires
of every one of us a full personal commitment to
Jesus Christ and subsequent obedience to him in

action.
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Next month

A tour of the Tobata Good Will Center
in Japan will be conducted by Elizabeth
T. Watkins. “Through the three green
gates there troop daily many happy peo-
ple” she says, and the readers of the
March issue will be happy to meet them,

And speaking of meeting people: How
would you like to meet the students of
the very first class at the Baptist Semi-
nary in Zurich? Watch for their pictures
and warm quaint statements.

As Southern Baptists catch step with
the Advance Program there will be in-
creasing needs for missionary volunteers.
Personnel secretary Samuel E. Maddox
gives real help to those who wonder just
what constitutes a call to be a missionary
in his article “Who Will Go?”

From an English Baptist missionary to
China we have scheduled “The Charm of
the Chinese Language.” He lets THE
CoMMISSION readers in on the beauty of
many of the expressions hidden in the
Chinese pictographs. We say *“Chan
Kwang” (“Thank you” or literally
“You have shed light on my path”) to
Rev. J. S. Harris, missionary in Shantung
for forty years, for an interesting glimpse
into the Chinese language.

To keep you up to date on the latest
addresses of our missionaries four pages
of the March issue will be given to the
Directory of Missionary Personnel.

Add to this an article on Formosa
called “Isle of Beauty” and a picture
story entitled “Can Hope Return?” and
you will readily see how vital and
varied will be the March issue of
THe CoMMISSION,

Published monthly except August by the De-
partment of Missionary Education and Promo-
tion, Foreign Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention; at Richmond, Virginia
U.S.A. Subscription, $1.00 a year (11 issues),
$2.00 for three years; single copies 10 cents
each prepaid. Foreign subscriptions $1.50 a year.
Church budget plan of ten or more subscrip-
tions, 6 cents a copy per month, payable
monthly or quarterly. Editorial and publicas
tion offices, 2037 Monument Avenue, Richmond
20, Virginia. Entered as second-class matter
March 23, 1938, at the Post Office at Richmond,
Virginia, under the Act of March 3, 1879. Make
all checks payable to THHE COMMISSION.
Address them Box 5148, Richmond 20, Va.
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YE SHALL BE MY WITNESSES BOTH |JERUSALEM, AND IN ALL JUDEA AND SAMARIA, AND UNTO THE UTTERMOST PART OF THE EARTH.

Last month

In September of last year this
column printed the exciting news
that Marjorie Moore, the man-
aging editor of THE COMMISSION,
would be married to 0. K. Arm-
strong. The wedding took place
on December 11, in the Memorial
chapel of the First Baptist
Church of Richmond, Virginia.
Dr. Theodore F. Adams, the
bride's pastor officiated. The
picture to the left was taken at
the chapel right after the cere-
mony.

In her column last month
. Mrs. 0. K. Armstrong, then Miss
jMarjorie Moore, stated: "If you miss & name you usually see
Hnear the top of the column to our right, please know by the
Jtime you receive this issue, the managing editor will have
dreceived a promotion."
' The whole COMMISSION family will be
pleased to know of her "promotion."™ We shall miss her touch
in our World Journal but hope to see many contributions from
her under the by-line Marjorie Moore Armstrong.

The groom?

Oh, yes, he is a Baptist layman from Springfield, Missouri,
wvell known in the nation as a staff writer for The Reader's
Digest. Appropriately enough this number of THE COMMISSION
carries an article by him about his recent observations in
Europe,

Marjorie Moore Armstrone came to be managing editor
of THE COMMISSION in the fall of 1942. For seven years
fprior to that date she worked as assistant editor of The
i Baptist Student. Now after more than seven years with THE
.“COMMISSION we thank her for her great contribution to the
{:attractiveness of our magazine and wish for her and her
;husband God's attendance as they serve him together.
g Before
j§the Christmas season the staff members of the Foreign
¥ Mission Board came home from extended trips over the South
§2nd reported a growing concern everywhere for substantial
fadvance in our overseas mission. A few days before Christmas
fthey secluded themselves in a hotel room to give a day of
jconcentrated thought to the plans for the future. They
fidesire the fellowship of all Southern Baptists in seeking
#God's guidance.

1 Dementi

dMr. and Mrs. 0. K. Armstrong
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1 During a special Christmas party at the Board
toffice all of us here had a share in giving E. P. Buxton,
dretiring treasurer, a lounging robe and a table radio. The
fionly sadness in the happy evening was caused by the thought
310f how much we shall miss him next year.
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his time the train stopped longer

than usual. What is up? the little
group in the third-class compartment
asked themselves. They were getting
more tense as the train neared the
border region. They had planned to
leave it soon and take to the woods
before slipping across the border.
Why didn’t the train go on?

Heavy steps came down the cor-
ridor, and uniformed men appeared
in the doorway. “Your papers!”

And so our friends are arrested and
taken off the train. No mercy is
shown toward fugitives trying to slip
under the Iron Curtain into a kindlier
world! Prisons, concentration camps,
and slave labor—these are just some
of the things that happen to persons
guilty of longing for safety. And this
in the year of our Lord 1949.

Most of our Baptist people do not
try to escape. If no menace out of

~so the ordinary is hanging over their

' heads, they naturally just go on with
their jobs, each day sharing the vicis-
situdes of their fellow countrymen,
and all the time bearing the additional
burden of soul-anguish that falls to
a Christian’s peculiar lot in a world
that seems more lost than ever.

Limited Liberty

But do they not have religious
liberty? In spots they do. In most
areas in the part of the world of
which we are now speaking, they can
hold meetings and preach about God
and heaven. For the time being at
any rate. But the rulers are aware of
the fundamental conflict between the
claims of a totalitarian state and the
claims of the Christian’s God. The
state knows that in matters relating
to the conscience Christians owe their
ultimate allegiance to God, and that
the laws of any human regime are
subordinate to the will of God. The
state knows that in matters of right
and wrong it cannot count on the
unconditional obedience of conscien-
tious Christians.

If a Christian minister, in signing
an oath of loyalty to the government

4 (36)

By Arnold T. Ohrn

and in promising obedience to its
laws, dares to add “providing that
they do not conflict with my con-
science,” or “subject to my duties as
a Christian minister,” that reservation
is regarded as an insufferable insult
to the regime, and as a menace to
“the interests of the people.” In one
country they were recently ordered
to change the word “providing” to
“knowing,” which in effect means that
they were asked to declare as a fact
something they know may well be
contrary to fact.

Camouflaged Persecution

Christians who are Christians in
something more than name, can under
such a tyranny enjoy only a suspi-
cious “tolerance,” at best. From time
to time the underlying enmity on the
part of the regime explodes into what
we would call “persecution.” But
owing to reasons of policy, our friends
are not brought to trial on religious
grounds. Usually some trumped-up

Baptist World Fellowship

charges are brought in to camouflage
the real issue.

The Bulgarian pastors were, of
course, never guilty of espionage. But
they were found guilty by the court
and given a life sentence, which means
slow death, on a charge we know to
be false. Only those who break down
under the prolonged terrorization and
physical or psychical torture are
brought to public trial. What hap-
pens to those who do not yield?

If many of our Baptist friends are
living under the tyranny of a state
with totalitarian claims, others know
what it means to live under the heel
of an ecclesiastical system whose ambi-
tions—though not its powers—are
just as great. Whether violation of
human conscience is attempted in the
name of the “people” or in the name
of God, makes no fundamental dif-
ference.

Though such a Church may no
longer have the power of the Inquisi-
tion at its command, it still is able to
hinder and hurt those who do not

Courtesy Bruderhilfe

The Baptist World Alliance relief program provides “fortunate” students in Germany
with food through Bruderhilfe, an organization of evangelical churches. Identification
cards and tickets are carcfully checked.

THE COMMISSION
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bow to its authority. In Spain our
brethren hold worship services at their
peril. If they attract attention, a
boisterous group of men may break
into the service and wreck the place
of worship. Officially they are not
acting at the instigation of the
“Church.” They disappear, and some
indignant voice on the telephone asks
the police how they can allow Prot-
estant propaganda to cause such
shameful disturbance of public order
in such and such a street, and the
olice know what to do. In closing
our chapels the civil authorities are
professedly keeping order, and the

Foto Pat, Stockholm
3

The author participated in the World
Youth Congress at Stockholm last August.

ecclesiastical authorities are keeping
out of sight. Nobody is guilty of any-
thing like religious persecution!

Though the Inquisition may not be
working, do not imagine that the days
of the marytrs are gone. Last August,
in Bolivia, a Canadian Baptist mis-
sionary, two of his Bolivian Baptist
helpers and six worshipers were at-
tacked by an infuriated mob and
beaten to death. If you ask who is
responsible for providing that mob
with liquor and religious fanaticism,
you will find that the representatives
of totalitarian religion disclaim any
part in it.

Under State Churches

Some of our Baptist fellow believers
live in countries where some Prot-
estant faith is the religion established
by law. In former days that often
meant fines and imprisonment and the
sequestration of property. Today it
f)ften means legal disabilities, discrim-
Ination, social ostracism.

In a European country where, say,

for February 1950

97 per cent of the population—
agnostics, atheists, and even enemies
of Christianity included—belong to
the State Church—try to imagine how
it feels to be regarded as crazy cranks
if you leave the great ecclesiastical
fold. And try to imagine the handi-
caps under which our brethren are
working, the almost insurmountable
impediments of tradition and prej-
udices with which they have to con-
tend. Try to visualize the hole-in-the-
corner existence to which a large
number of our churches are reduced.
And try to appreciate the almost

swept over their nation. And no
sooner had the thunder of bursting
bombs come to an end before they
thought of a place to assemble to
preach God’s word.

If they were fortunate, they might
still find four blackened and blasted
walls standing. Could the church be
repaired? Their reason said no, but
their hearts say, “Let’s try.” The
women sometimes spent day after day
in the ruins of the neighborhood,
knocking the mortar off such bricks
as might help the men to fill the holes
in the church walls. How heartening

When you observe Baptist World Alliance Day in your

church, February 5, and take an offering for the Alliance,

you will be doing much more than just making possible a

Baptist world congress at Cleveland next July. You are

sponsoring fellowship which may mean the difference

between life and death in some parts of the earth today.

heartbreaking heroism shown through
decade after decade by numbers of
our pastors who are fighting against
almost impossible odds.

Many of our churches are small,
and their members are poor. Again
and again through the centuries we
find the history of the early church
repeating itself: “Not many wise, not
many mighty, not many noble are
called.” The weak, the despised, the
“base things” of the world, the down-
trodden, the poor, the slaves—these
God has chosen to start his work.

Rising from Ruins

Though our fellow belicvers in
Poland may live under the ruins of
their blasted cities, and though they
may have nought but ruins in which
to assemble for prayer and preach-
ing, they represent that divine ferment
which is able to permeate the nation
with its influence.

Many of our churches in Germany
lost their buildings, their equipment,
their ministers, and even their Bibles
—through flight or fire—but not one
of them ceased to live and carry on
as a New Testament church through
the tornado of war and ruin that

to realize that there are people who

seek first the kingdom of God, and
love him and his church more than
they love themselves!

They Love Our Fellowship

When visiting these brothers and
sisters of ours one is struck by their
love for our worldwide fellowship.
The Baptist World Alliance is to
them more than a mere symbol of
brotherhood; it is the practical emer-
gence into life and action of our
fundamental unity. It is a hand across
oceans, a voice from the world out-
side, a source of gladness in the midst
of loneliness or hardship.

The main purpose of Baptist World
Alliance Sunday is to help us all to
remember each other. At mission sta-
tions in the Congo, in churches of
New Zealand, in small Norwegian
chapels on islands in the Arctic seas,
or in the jungles of Latin America,
everywhere there are Baptists who are
thinking of you, and praying for you
and thanking God for you and the
great Baptist host scattered around
the world, whether they live in ban-
ishment in Siberia or enjoy the glori-
ous freedom of this great land.

37) 5
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Uprooted from Poland

Replanted in Kentucky

For a realistic approach to missions,
apply for and get a D.P. family.
We did—and our church is the better
for it

Members who had said they thought
all  “non-English-speaking peoples”
should be “kept out” of America re-
sponded with enthusiasm to this most
worthy humanitarian and scriptural
project. Pcople who said they “would
not give a dime for ‘furriners’ to
come” were among the first to see the
opportunity and help the family who
came.

When information was received
from the Southern Baptist Relief
Committee in New Orleans last

spring about the need for resettling

fD.P. familics, the pastor published the
item in the church bulletin. An in-
terested tenant farmer gave the name
of his associate and employer as one
who might be glad to invite such a
family. That was in April. The family
arrived in November.

During those seven months the
Salvisa Baptist Church got ready to
welcome them. The sponsor had
guaranteed (1) a job, (2) a place to
live, (3) moncy for transportation
from port of entry, and (4) any
necessary hospitalization for the fam-
ily. The church redecorated the house
he provided, furnished the four rooms
with furniture, and became genuinely
hospitable in anticipation of the new-
comiers.

Andrej and Haritina Szpak arrived
with their two youngest children,
Eugenia, twenty, and Aleksy, eight-
cen, just before Thanksgiving—de-
layed Pilgrims, indecd. The Szpaks
came to America seeking freedom.
“There is no liberty in Poland today,”
said Mr. Szpak. They knew that there
is more frecedom in America than
anywhere.

After two vears as slaves for the
Germans in Bad Lebenstein, Germany,

6 (38)

By Vincent Appleton

they were liberated by American
soldiers. From 1945 untl late 1949,
they stayed in a D.P. Camp. Their
home had been Luniniec, Poland,
until 1943 when they were deported
by the Germans and sent to work in
a bicycle factory for four cents a
day. Part of the time they received
as little as ten marks a fortnight.

We learned that they have five
children they have not seen nor heard
from since 1932. Three married
daughters and a married son, and
their families, along with an unmarried
daughter and her son, were taken
somewhere a year earlier to work.
The parents dared not return to their
homeland in Poland after the war be-
cause the Russians have taken over
that section of the country. They
hope some day to be able to get in
touch with some of their family, but
dare not write to them now for fear
of reprisals by the Russian police
against their loved ones.

The first personal act of kindness
on the part of their sponsor, Mr.
Lawrence Brewer of Lexington,
brought a warm-hearted response
from Eugenia, the only member who
speaks English fairly well. Because of
embarrassment in the use of the lan-
guage they had not caten during
their last day on the train from New
York to Lexington. Each stood be-
hind his chair in a Lexington cafe
and gave thanks to God. Afterward
before they began to eat, they looked
to their benefactor whom they call
“chief”, and to their new pastor, and
Eugenia said, “You were so good to
help us come to America!”

That evening after the family were
settled in their now home, the church
gave them a pantry shower of canned
goods, bacon, flour, and other foods.
The women also gave them hens for
their own egg supply. The men of the
church went a second mile and pre-

sented them with a used car for trans-
portation to and from their home.

On returning home after shopping
in Harrodsburg on their third day
in this country they came up over
the last hill and within view of their
new home. With an affectionate‘tone
in her voice and in her best English,
Eugenia exclaimed, “Our leetil white
cotrage!”

The Southern Baptist Relief Com-
mittee and the local Baptist church
co-operated with Mr. Brewer in the
arrangements to get the D.P’s to
Mercer County. Because of their
character and faith in God, and their
ability to tend an orchard and do
general farm work, they were selected
from a larger group in the D.P. Camp.

They brought their church letter
with them from the Evangelical Chris-
tian Baptist Church in Germany, hav-
ing transferred their membership from
Poland. On the first Sunday in Amer-
ica they united with the local Baptist
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Andrej and Haritina Szpak and their two youngest children Eugenia, twenty, and
Aleksy, eighteen, arrived in Kentucky from Poland just before last Thanksgiving.
They are shown here with pastor Vincent Appleton of the Salvisa Baptist Church.

How a Displacefamily Blessed a Local Church

church. They began their spiritual life
ancw, where they don’t have to lock
their doors, nor live in perpetual fear.

Andrej Szpak works on Mr.
Brewer’s farm threc miles south of
Salvisa and the family live on the
farm. Eugenia took a sewing coursc
in the camp and Alcksy finished a
mechanic’s course. These two skills
will help them get jobs when they
have mastered English. They all hope
to become American citizens at the
carliest date.

The coming of the Szpaks has al-
ready proved a tremendous blessing
to us. It has helped us see the needs

THE COMMISSION

of other countries; enabled our mem-
bFrs to put good will into action;
given every member a part in prac-
ticing the Scripture “Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto
me.” It has caused a necedy Polish
Baptist family to experience the fact
that Kentucky Baptists are trying to
be true co-laborers in Christ. It has
reduced by four the number of human
beings that remain homeless and help-
less in Europe.

_To get a D.P. family is not an
idyllic dream nor mythical monster.
Itis a realistic method and democratic
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process by which the ethical teach-
mngs of Jesus are taken seriously. It
is a project that anybody with a
heart can undertake. A group does
not have to be large to sponsor a
D.P. family. The Salvisa Baptist
church has fewer than two hundred
members.

But when the people anticipate
welcoming a needy family and plan
for it, donate furniture, redecorate the
house, give a couple of dozen chick-
ens, and then witness the joy and
thankfulness of the new Americans,
their interest in all mankind is greatly
strengthened.

A Letter to Our
Future D.P. F amily

Mr. and Mrs. Aleksandr Parins of
Latvia and their fifteen month’s old
daughter Mara, now in a D.P. camp
in the British Zone of Germany, will
soon be coming to live at Exmore,
Virginia. Rev. Paul E. Crandall, pastor
of the Larchmont Baptist Church,
Norfolk, Virginia, suggested to Mr.
and Mrs. Dennison that they sponsor
a D.P. family. After they were as-
signed a family they wrote them the
following letter:

Exmore, Virginia

December 5th, 1949

Dear Aleksandr, Zenta and Mara:

I know you will be surprised to get this
letter from us. We (my wife and I) have
made arrangements to bring you three to
live with us in America. We have your
pictures and we think we will love you
people very much. So we want to do all
we can to give you a new start in life. So
I will try to tell what we have to offer
you. My name is Delmar P. Dennison
and the name of my wife is Cora. We are
both 48 years old. We do not have any
children.

We will take you in our home and we
will be as father and mother to you. I
hope you will love us and try hard to fit
in our family. We both love children
and know we are going to love little
Mara as if she were our own.

Aleksandr, I am a shoemaker and we
have a small shop. I will teach you the
trade and you can work in the shop with
me. All of you can live in our home with
us. I cannot pay you much until you learn
the trade, then I can pay you more. But
we will give you a home and food (all
live together) and we will take care of
you for the time.

We live in a small town and everybody
will be kind and good to you. The folks
at the church are glad that you are com-
ing and they want you to feel at home.

If you folks will try, and I am sure
you will, you can get a new start in life
in our grand old U.S.A. We would be
glad to hear from you if you care to
write to us.

Your New Mom and Dad
Mr. and Mrs. Delmar P. Dennison
Box 171, Exmore, Virginia.

Those interested in sponsoring the
coming of Displaced Persons to the
United States should write for full in-
formation to the Southern Baptist D.P.
Office, 6o1 S. Olympia, New Orleans,
La., or to the Baptist World Alliance
D.P. Office, 1628 16th Street, Wash-
ington, D. C.
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“That the World May Know™

By M. Theron Rankin

Evcrywhere I go today, people are
anxiously asking, “What about
our mission work in China? Will any
of our missionaries be able to stay
there? If they all leave, will the work
go on?” We do not know the answer
to all the questions, but we do know
that the churches are there, and that
God is in the midst of his churches.

While we were in the blackest
period of the war with Japan, on
learning that I had been connected
with mission work in Japan a man
said to me, “What do you think now
about sending missionaries to Japan?
I have an aunt who used to give
money to help with missions in Japan,
but she says now she will never give
another dime. Just look at the mess
we have over there.”

My reply was, “My friend, my
»greatest hope for Japan today is in the
Mact that we have sent missionaries

to her people; that we have helped to
plant sceds of God’s gospel in their
hearts; that we have had part in
establishing churches which are made
up of Japancse people who have come
to believe on Christ as their Saviour
and Lord. Those churches are there
now, and the day is coming when we
are going to see the good seed which
have been planted in them spring up
and yield a great harvest.” Today
those seed are bringing forth fruit in
Japan in the greatest opportunity for
Christian missions that we have ever
known.

The same situation existed in China
during the war. For ten long years
missionary work suffered terrifically
from the destruction of war. Finally,
our missionaries were withdrawn or
were interned as prisoners of war. We
could send little help of any kind to
Chinese Christians. But the churches
were there. And God was there, too.

When the fighting had ceased, we
went back to find that almost every-
thing had been destroyed except the
churches. Most of their buildings were
gone and many of their members had
been killed or scattered, but they

8 (40)

This is to be a personal page in
which the executive secretary of the
Foreign Mission Board will talk to the
readers of THE ComnissioN. In asking
me to write for each issue, the editor
said: “Use it just as if you were talk-
ing directly to Southern Baptists about
world missions.” The title of the
page indicates the general nature of
the subject material. The discussions
will deal largely with experiences, in-
cidents, and issues which arise in con-
nection with an operating program of
world missions. The style will be
informal and personal.

were still there, most of them having
continued regularly in their services
of worship all through the years of
war.

How grateful we are that just as
quickly as we could, Southern Bap-
tists sent our missionaries back. We
sent money with them to help Chinese
Baptists lift up their work from under-
ncath the debris of war. Buildings
were restored, training institutions
were reorganized and everything pos-
sible was done to strengthen the
churches. The provincial conventions
have been rehabilitated and last year
a general China Baptist Convention
was formed.

Now we face the possibility that all
our missionaries may eventually have
to leave again. This is not a certainty,
but we must be prepared for that
possibility. Then what? Have we lost
by sending them? By no means. We
thank God for everyone who went to
China, however short a period of time
some of them were able to be there.
They were a part of the process of
helping the churches of China prepare
for another period when they may
have to walk alone with God. If a
curtain should settle down around
China, the churches will be behind
the curtain; and God will be in the
midst of them.

Meanwhile, Southern Baptists will
continue to stand by as close to China

Foster Studio

as we can. We shall be prepared to
enter every opening in. the curtain,
and when we cannot enter, we will
continue to press against the closing
doors, seeking for ways of entrance.

A few months after I reached
China as a missionary, I got a new
conception of the meaning of a local
church. T had gone to China with
the normal ideals of making my life
count for something big and of doing
big things. One Sunday I went with
an older missionary to a village
church. The building was an old,
rented shop with a dirt floor and
whitewashed walls. A smoky tile roof
was supported by whitewashed poles.
A small congregation of peasant peo-
ple had gathered for the service.

As I sat among the members, I
couldn’t see anything big about that
church. It looked small and drab. A
large, hard lump formed around my
heart as I thought, “So this is what
I have come to.” I was aware of an
inner longing to get on a ship and
go back to America where there are
big churches.

During the service I had time for
more serious thought. My heart spoke
to me, “Yes, this is what you have
come to, and if you can’t scc more
in this place than an old store build-
ing with mud floor and whitewashed
walls and a small group of peasant
people in it, you had better get on
a ship and go back to America be-
cause vou won’t be worth anything
here. This is a church. A group of
God’s children have met here to
worship and serve God, and God is
in the midst of them.”

Then I felt like taking off my shoes,
for the mud floor had become holy
ground.

The churches are there, at home
and abroad, inside and outside of cur-
tains and human barriers, and God is
in the midst of them.
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Religious News Service Photos

Whither Communism in China?

y wife and I felt great pain and
deep sorrow in our hearts when
we were forced by the spread of
communism to leave China the first
part of 1949. In America we experi-
enced a hesitancy in going before the

The identifying disks (paper cup covers)
show that these workers at the Nantao
Christian Institute have been investigated
by social workers and are worthy of help.
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By D. F. Stamps

churches to try to explain some of
the reasons for the collapse of the
Nationalists and the rise of the Com-
munists. Something deep inside cried
out to God for new light so that we
might give a word of hope on the
very dark situation prevailing in China
today:.

We may expect the Communist
movement in China, while holding
allegiance to Russia, to grow also
more and more nationalistic. Com-
munism in its fight to eliminate capital
from private ownership proceeds to
destroy all established standards of
truth. Below we list some of the
things which will be radically affected
by communism in China:

Special privileges. Confucius and
some of the noted sages after him
coined for the Chinese, no doubt, the
highest moral code for peace and
noble living which the world knows
outside of Judaism and of Christianity.
But their social system provided for
the special privileged class. It was this
class, it is sad to say, that caused the

downfall of the National Govern-
ment in their struggle against the
Communist armies, because the of-
ficials were too shallow in their sys-
tem of reforms and tardy in promul-
gating their promised relief for worn-
out social practices. This class will fall
before the swift march of Communist
propaganda.

Conservatism. Many of the Chinese
leaders have been so rigidly bound
to the customs of the past that they
have not been sensitive to the march
of events in the social and economic
life of the world. The truth is that
their social reforms have remained on
paper while the few were able to en-
joy the benefits of modern equipment,
and the majority of the people were
left to suffer in their old ways. The
Communist propaganda will take this
situation into account and deal with
it ruthlessly.

The family. The Chinese people
have exalted the family at the ex-
pense of patriotism. They have not

(Please turn to page 32)
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In a forum discussion with the
faculty and ministerial students at
our new Baptist Theological Semi-
nary at Zurich, Switzerland, a few
days after it opened its doors last
September, I was asked where I lived.

“Missouri,” 1 answered. Through
the interpreter, another query came
back:

“Isn’t that a river?” I explained that
Missouri was both a state and a river!

The incident brought sharply to
my attention how easy it is for any
people to misunderstand facts and
conditions of those of other lands. On
the whole, I'd say, the pcople of
Europe understand the United States
better than we understand Europe.
Particularly do we Christian people
of North America need to understand
more clearly the tremendous moral
and spiritual problems that confront
them in this postwar cra.

One misconception many of our
Baptist pcople hold is this: That
Europe has only one choice—Cathol-
icism or communism. \We seem to
think that the people of her war-torn
lands must drift, or be coerced, into
one or the other of these camps.

That emphatically is not true. There

S is another alternative: It is evangelical

\Christianity. The people of Europe
are ready for a great spiritual awaken-
ing—a veritable revival of religion.
Catholicism cannot support it. Com-
munism is its enemy. Only the saving,
healing, living gospel message will fill
the neced.

Treading the pathways of several
countries in western Europe two years
ago, I was struck with the shell-
shocked condition of people every-
where. Whether in countries that
were victors, as in England, or van-
quished, as in Germany, it was the
same. Men and women walked,
talked, and worked as though in fear
of the present and despair for the
future. Churches everywhere were
almost deserted.

Retracing my steps last September
and October in many of these coun-
tries, I found conditions greatly im-
proved. Physically, most pcople are
living better and there are less of
hardships and suffering. But the
greatest improvement of all is the
spirit of the people. As they rebuild
their homes, schools and business
houses, they are rebuilding also their
moral foundations. They are reaching
out for spiritual things. They are
coming back to the worship of God.

10 (42)

New Stronghold ofpvangelical Christianity?

The longing of the human heart to-
day is for Freedom—not dictation.
The quest is for Truthb—not for con-
trol. Neither communism nor Cathol-
icism fits this pattern of moral and
spiritual growth. For both are totali-
tarian in nature.

Let us look at communism’s chal-
lenge. Make no mistake about it: That
challenge is definite and real. It is
aggressive. Communist leaders know
what they want. They are unscrupu-
lous, ruthless, and determined. In
every country of western Europe,
you find evidences of their organized
pressure. Their propaganda bids the
common man: “Unite against imperial-
ism, against poverty, against war.
Join the movement of the Pcople!”

But the pcople of western Europe
know that the fruits of the Com-
munist tree are bitter indeed. They
have but to look toward the Soviet
satellite countriecs to see that its
promises are false. They see that its
political control is itself a monolithic
imperialism, its “equality” that of
poverty rather than abundance, and its
aggressions an ominous portent of
future war.

Europe is witnessing what happens
to rcligion under communism. Her
people sece how freedom of worship
is beaten and strangled in Romania,
Bulgaria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia.
They want none of it. They with-
stood the Communist challenge by
free clections in France and Italy two
years ago, and in western Germany

last July. I am convinced that no
people will ever embrace communism
except by threat of force, and that
no people will remain Communist
if given the chance to choose free-
dom.

As to Catholicism, it is a simple
fact that it is rapidly losing its grip

upon countless people in countries
where it has traditionally held con-
trol in religious matters. Let us look
at France. Dr. Henri Vincent, pastor
of the Avenue du Maine Baptist
Church in Paris, summarized the mat-
ter for me in these words:

“Out of 49,000,000 people in
France, the Catholics can claim only
about 7,000,000. The number is
decreasing all the time, for the Cath-
olic faith simply cannot meect the
spiritual needs of our people.”

In Iraly, the fight against com-
munism was led mainly: by the
Catholic Church. But evangelical
Christians fought just as wvaliantly,
considering their numbers. In Spain,
one of the most thoroughly Catholic
countrices, desire for political freedom
and less dictatorship of Franco is
linked with desire for greater reli-
gious freedom also. In Germany, the
Catholic Church still competes in
many arcas with the Lutheran, or
state, church. Yet there is a definite
feeling that with the establishment of
the new democratic government for
western Germany, Catholic control
of the German people will inevitably
decrease, and rebellion against con-
tinued support of the state church
will grow. )

In each of these countries, and in
all others of Europe, the golden op-
portunity for evangelistic Christianity
has come. As people lose faith in
rule by ecclesiastical hierarchy, they
nced something to fill the spiritual
vacuum which that loss of faith
creates. As people resist and refuse
communism, they need an alternative
that offers the exact opposite to com-
munism’s tyrannical control. The an-
swer to both needs is the gospel
message, proclaimed by those who
believe that “ye shall know the truth,
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By O. K. Armstrong

and the truth shall make you free.”

In Berlin, not far from the Amer-
ican Military Government head-
quarters, I visited a church used by
American civilian and military per-
sonnel, of which Dr. Arthur R.
Siebens is pastor. Be it said to our
shame that all over the occupied areas,
when our officials wanted a church
building, they simply “requisitioned”
it, practically kicking out the “in-
digenous” pastor and congregation.
Dr. Sicbens, assigned to take over this
church, had a different idea. He went
to the Lutheran pastor, told him he
came as a Christian brother, and
asked if the Americans could rent the
church for worship at times not in
conflict with the Lutheran worship.
The pastor answered:

“No, we will not rent you our
church. Since you have come as a
Christian brother, we will give you
our church free!”

Dr. Siebens told me that defeated
and battered Germany is more ready
for the evangelistic message than at
any time in her history. Colonel Paul
J. Maddox, U. S. Army chief of
chaplains for Europe, born of Baptist
missionary parents in Brazil, corrob-
orated this. His associate chaplain
at their Heidelberg headquarters was
preparing a series of laymen’s services,
modeled after the American plan,
setting a new precedent for people
hungry to hear the testimony of men
who have experienced faith in Christ.

In Poland, communism and Ca-
tholicism now gird for a finish fight.
Communist leaders have declayed the
battle, for Poland is about 85 per cent
Catholic. 1 talked to Dr. Jesse D.
Franks, Baptist relicf liaison represen-
tative for Europe, now business man-
ager of the seminary at Zurich, soon
after he had returned from a lengthy
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survey of Poland. He told me that
the opportunity for evangelical Chris-
tianity was never greater in Poland.
For in the minds of the Polish people,
the state church is the symbol of their
old tyrannical political regime. Com-
munism is the symbol of a new
tyranny. There must be something
better.

In Paris Dr. Vincent spoke at
length of plans to send Baptist min-
isters into cities and communities all
over France. One home missionary
will use a tent bought by funds from
American Baptists, and hold revival
meetings. Said Dr. Vincent: “Evan-
gelical churches are springing up all
over France. We could use a score of
trained young ministers—now.”

In London, Dr. F. Townley Lord,
pastor of the Bloomsbury Central
Baptist Church and editor of the Bap-
tist Times, told me of the revival spirit
picking up momentum in the British
Isles. I worshipped at Kensal Rise
Baptist Tabernacle, with Robert G.
Brown, chairman of the British Bap-
tist Men’s Movement, which corre-
sponds to our Brotherhood. He told
me that the laymen were active in
promoting evangelistic meetings, and
that the spirit of the great Charles H.
Spurgeon was glowing again in the
hearts of their leaders. The Irish Bap-
tist Union is preparing for an evan-
gelistic campaign, to carry the gospel
straight to the people of this tradi-
tionally Catholic land.

The Third Baptist Youth Congress,
meeting in Stockholm, Sweden, last
summer, brought together 1,300 dele-
gates of twenty-four nationalities.
Theme of many speeches and discus-
sions was the opportunity for evan-
gelistic work in every country rep-
resented.

Thus between the great forces of

Catholicism and communism there
grows steadily a potentially greater
force than both combined—evangeli-
cal Christianity. YWe must move it
forward, as a great crusade. \We must
educate its leaders. We must help the
churches of Europe to select young
men and young women of the best
talent, called into definite religious
service, and see that they receive
proper training for their great task.
We have made a glorious start in the
seminary at Zurich. Under the presi-
dency of Dr. George W. Sadler of
the Foreign Mission Board, thirty
students have enrolled, from fourteen
nationalities. Here we have the nucleus
of splendid evangelical leadership for
the future. But we need to multiply
their numbers! It would take at least
ten times this quota of ministers and
home missionarics just to fill the im-
mediate need to spread the gospel in
Europe.

While our message is distinctly
spiritual, we cvangelical Christians
should staunchly champion that basic,
fundamental right, the right of reli-
gious freedom. As Europeans turn
more and more to the study of the
American way of life and govern-
ment, they ponder with deeper yearn-
ing that blessing. They are beginning
to appreciate the tremendous sig-
nificance of the words in the Con-
stitution of the United States: “Con-
gress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise thereof . ..”

Everywhere, people are asking for
a complete separation of church and
state. We should encourage, by every
legitimate means, the orderly changes
in constitutions and governmental
practices that will make religious
freedom a reality. Surely this would
have been done for the new govern-
ment of western Germany, if Baptists
had been the political advisers!

In London a group of women
emerged from a church and entered
the bus I was riding. They proved to
be from Wales and were attending a
meeting of a missionary society. The
bus had hardly started when they
broke into a joyous hymn in their
Welsh language. The conductor
poked his head in and called out
“Sing on, lydies! It sounds like me
mother!”

All over Europe, the hearts of
people are open to the gospel message.
For evangelical Christians, it presents
a challenge that must be answered.
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Young Baptists Look to the Future

At the close of a weck spent to-
gether, the 1,300 delegates to the
third Young Baptist World Congress
assembled to hear their international
secretary assert that the way to the
future is Jesus Christ.

“It i1s our task,” he declared, “
win young people one after another
to new life in Jesus.”

And in this declaration, Joel Soren-
son of Sweden, newly-elected youth
secretary of the Baptist World Alli-
ance, pointed toward the missionary
advance which must be the objective
of young Baptists all over the world.

Twenty-three nations were rep-
resented at the Congress which met
in Stockholm, Sweden, August 3-9.
Two hundred young Baptists and a
scorec of their leaders from the
Southern Baptist Convention were
present in addition to groups from
the Northern Baptist Convention and
the two National (Negro) conven-
tions in the United States. Also pres-
EA%ent  were groups from England,

/ anada, New Zealand, Australia,
/4

France, Iltaly, Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, and  Scandinavia—
Sweden, Denmark, Norway,

Finland.

David B. S. Chu of Hong Kong,
the only Chinese delegate able to
reach Stockholm, arrived just ten
minutes before he was to carry
the flag of his nation at the open-
ing roll call. Willie Wickrama-
singhe, who had just completed
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his theological studies at Regent’s
Park College, Oxford, brought greet-
ings from the Baptist young people in
his native Ceylon where he is now
doing youth work. Quintin Dovosnal
spoke for young Baptists in the Philip-
pine Islands. Wasilij Schachow repre-
sented some four thousand displaced
persons in Europe as he told of the
situation they face today.

This congress, originally scheduled
for 1941, was the first international
gathering of Baptist young people in
twelve years. The young men and
women who attended it were keenly
aware of the effects of war and the
interruptions which resulted in the
youth work of many national groups.
But on every hand one heard expres-
sions of gratitude for the tie that
binds the Christian hearts of the
world’s nations together in love and
understanding.

The Stockholm program included
formal sessions presided over by Sec-
retary Sorenson, Dr. T. G. Dunning,
chairman of the Youth Committee of
the Baptist World Alliance, and
others. Each day began in worship.

Refreshments after a
Swedish entertainment in
the Town Hall of Stock-
holn brought these
Southern Baptists together
(above). At the extreme
right are Marie Claypool,
Blue Mountain, and Gary
Douglas, Furman. In the
railroad station, Swedish
young people welcomed
young Baptists from all
parts of the world. Right:
Youth secretary Joel
Sorenson led the singing
for the Congress sessions.

Proros COURTESY
THE AUTHOR

By Johnni Johnson

Then followed the presentation of
the day’s paper for discussion and
the effective initiatives in the youth
work of various national groups.

In view of the fact that war left
gaps in Baptist youth work in all
parts of the world, perhaps it was
natural that much of the discussion
of the Congress should center in the
achievement of lasting peace. The
ultimate conclusion—if onec may call
a pervading atmosphere such—defined
peace as a personal matter of the spirit
which can and must be shared with
other individuals.

From the platform and in both
planned and informal groups con-
gress delegates looked at the problems
of today’s world and sought to relate
the Christian way of lifc to them.

Majvor Melin, who sang Swedish
folk songs for the Congress, dis-
played Der national costume for
Americans.
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Congress delegates and visitors hiked
to Skansen outdoor museum, for an eve-
ning of music and a missionary pageant.

There was the Negro girl from
Chicago who said that peace comes
through having Christian leaders in
every walk of life and that in order
to build a secure future, the forces of
good must overcome the forces of
evil.

David Chu expressed the belief that
in following selfish ways and wrong
attitudes we have made technical ad-
vances at the expense of good.

“Let us talk less of peace in the
abstract and more of peaceful men
and women,” said Willie Wickrama-
singhe as he expressed his feeling that
peace is a permanent quality of life,
a spiritual ideal—and so recognized
even in his non-Christian land.

Ronald Bell of England reminded
the Congress that Christians do not
possess a ready-made solution for to-
day’s confused world but that they
can and must provide the spiritual
and moral background for peace no
matter how costly the undertaking.

Otto Nallinger, now with Baptist
relief forces in Germany, declared
that man finds hope and peace in the
redemptive fellowship of the church.
_ Even in the discussion of peace and
its achievement the delegates were
aware of difficult preblems in many
areas of the world. One could not
fail to sense the fact that contem-
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porary world conditions prohibited
young Baptists from Spain and Poland
and Japan from participating in the
Stockholm meeting. At the same time
German and American young people
mingled with those from Italy and
Sweden and other parts of the world
in genuine Christian comradeship.

On more than one occasion the
Congress was reminded that one hun-
dred years ago such an international
gathering of Baptists would have been
impossible in Sweden where Baptists
were not then allowed to propagate
their faith.

And once again was told the story
of the German Baptist pioneer,
Oncken, who worked unceasingly to
establish the Baptist witness in north-
ern Europe. Congress delegates were
pointed to Oncken’s slogan used at
Copenhagen in 1947: “Every Baptist
a Missionary.”

When he was presented to the
Congress for the first time, Secretary
Sorenson said, “I want to meet you
in the middle of the battle for Christ.
Let us never become executives for
God but let us live deep spiritual
lives to win young people to new
life in Christ.”

And it is significant to observe that
many delegates felt that the highest
points of inspiration reached during
the week came during the times given
to the consideration of evangelism.

Many hearts beat faster as the

1,300 delegates and the thousand visi-
tors who were present for the open-
ing session rose to their feet to sing
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” at the
conclusion of the roll call of nations.

The background was impressive as -
bearers of the various national flags g

dipped the banners they held in the
direction of a lighted cross held aloft
against a darkened world.

The Stockholm congress was planned
to bring together young Baptists and
their leaders for a week of fellowship
and discussion in an international set-
ting. The fellowship luncheons and
dinners, the afternoon discussion
periods, the long Swedish evenings
and the varied programs presented all
contributed to the experiences of each
delegate.

No one who was there can forget
the beauty of Stockholm herself, nor
the warmth of spirit displayed by her
Baptist people who worked endless
hours to accommodate the Congress.

By the time the Youth Section of
the Baptist World Alliance meets in
Cleveland next July, Joel Sorenson
expects to be ready to project a pro-
gram of international proportions for
Baptist young people. Until that time,
and far beyond Cleveland, young
Baptists who were at Stockholm, and
others hearing of what transpired
there, will look to the task of the
future confident in the leadership of
the Prince of peace.
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As a participant in the National
Conference on Human Rights,
convened by the Department of State
in Washington, D. C., and attended
by two hundred or more representa-
tives of accredited national organiza-
tions, I asked Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt,
chairman of the United Nations Com-
mission on Human Rights, if in the
United Nations’ adoption of the Com-
mission’s recommendation of the Dec-
laration of Human Rights there was
any opposition to Article 18, It reads:

Everyone has the right to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion; this
right includes freedom to change his re-

ligion or belief, and freedom, either alone
or in community with others and in

~. public or private, to manifest his religion
R or belief in teaching, practice, worship

Fand observance.

She replied there were four absten-
tions—the USSR.  Yugoslavia,
Ukraine, and Byelorussia, whose
conceptions of human rights differ
fundamentally from those held by
certain other member states in the
United Nations. Iran and Afghanistan
voted against, because those countries
object to granting one the right to
change one’s religion.

To the article on religious freedom
the Commission has recommended
that this be added in the covenant to
be adopted by the member nations:

Freedom to manifest one’s religion or
beliefs shall be subject only to such
limitations as arc pursuant to law and
are reasonable and necessary to protect
public safety, order, health, or morals or
the fundamental rights and freedoms of
others.

We hope the United States Senate
will soon get around to ratifying the
Covenant and that other governments
will quickly follow suit. But even if
action is delayed, most people will
agree that what has been done is of
vast significance to the world.

Even in our own country contin-
ued religious liberty for all is threat-
ened. Recently in New York on a
television program, I appeared with
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World Inventory

of Religious Liberty

Dr. Charl Williams of the National
Education Association against Father
J. Courtney Murray and another in
debate on a subject involving re-
ligious liberty. The Catholic lawyer
on the program with Murray re-
marked, “The term ‘separation of
church and state’ is used officially
only in Soviet Russia and the Mormon
state of Utah.”

I replied Roger Williams, college
mate of John Milton and secretary
to Sir Edward Coke, brought the term
to Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1631.
Because Williams advocated the prin-
ciple he was banished to the wilder-
ness of Rhode Island. There under a
charter from England he instituted in
1647 a state and a church which were
completely separate.

Thomas Jefferson  subsequently
adopted the principle, and insisted
that “the wall of separation between
church and state must ever be kept
high and unbreached.” This principle
became the pattern for the American
system, the basis of the First Amend-
ment for our Constitution with its
guarantee of religious liberty.

As one Justice of our Supreme
Court has said, it constitutes the great-
est contribution America has made
to governmental philosophy and ac-
tion. As another Justice declares,
America has staked her very exis-
tence on the maintenance of this prin-
ciple. Yet the Roman Catholic hier-
archy, their book writers and editors
attack it, call it “a mere political
slogan” and pledge themselves to
work patiently and persistenty for
its repudiation by the people of the
United States.

And why do they do this? Obvi-
ously, in order to lay the ground
work for obtaining what they wish
from the Government. What they
wish is a favored position in harmony

with  their medieval, FEuropean
church-state relations, which, if
granted, could eventually reduce

other religionists in America to the
present status of non-Catholic groups

in Spain, Italy, and Latin American
countries.

The Catholic announced program
to capture America is well on its way
to realization. Government support
of 13,371 parochial schools and Cath-
olic control of public schools for sec-
tarian instruction are mere prelimin-
ary steps. Those who fear that this
may not turn out to be the Demo-
cratic Century but the Communist
Century may wake up to find that it
will be the Catholic Century, for the
Romanists hope to capitalize on
America’s unlimited financial re-
sources and its tremendous political
power to Catholicize—not Christian-
1ze!—the world.

The current challenge to religious
liberty by the totalitarian Church
is equalled by that of the totalitarian
state, as Russia and the states under
the communistic ideology. What has
happened in those countries is not
easy to explain. Mr. Vyshinsky once
remarked to Mrs. Roosevelt that there
is no such thing as freedom for the
individual—that all freedom for the
individual is conditioned by the rights
of other individuals. She replied: “Of
course, but we approach the ques-
tion from a different point of view;
in the United Nations we are trying
to devclop ideals which will be
broader in outlook, which will con-
sider first the rights of man: not gov-
crnments but man. The totalitarian
state typically places the will of the
people second to decrees promulgated
by a few men at the top.”

The exact situation as to religious
liberty in Russia is difficult for those
outside the iron curtain to know.
Unquestionably the war softened the
attitude of the ruling Communists to-
ward religion to a notable extent. The
Patriarchate of Moscow, the Ortho-
dox Church, was allowed to re-estab-
lish itself. Monasteries were reopened;
clergymen have been liberated from
military service; all reopened churches
have been permitted many freedoms,
certainly that of worship. In 1942
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there were over four million members
of the All-Union Baptist Council.
There are over 22,000 Orthodox
churches.

“But it would be misreading the
religious  situation,” writes  Cecil
Northcutt in his survey, “to claim
complete religious liberty. In admin-
istration, for instance, the Bureau of
Religious Affairs appears to be the
official body which has the deciding
word in every new undertaking. . . .
Financially independent of the state
the churcKes are said to collect money
casily, but no doubt they have to
render account to the Bureau about
the way they spend it. Church semin-
aries and monasterics are open to in-
spection by Bureau officials. Freedom
of worship, association and travel
(within the Soviet Union) are rec-
ognized, but any fellowship with
other national churches is impossible.
Only limited periods of religious in-
struction of children are recognized,
and there is no evidence that the dis-
tribution is encouraged. Further, any
criticism of the state action by the
churches would probably not be per-
mitted. The air of liberty which the
churches of Western democracies
breathe is absent.”

In Yugoslavia, under Tito’s regime,
the Vatican reports that out of 1916
parish priests in 1939 only gor re-
main, 186 have been executed with-
out trial, 32 have been tried and ex-
ecuted, 85 have been imprisoned for
life, 409 have been forced into exile
and 8oo are unaccounted for, while
Archbishop Stepinac’s case has sym-
bolized the tragic aspects of the Cath-
olic conflict with the state. Mean-
while Protestants have shared in these
sufferings no little.

In' Hungary for long months the
fate of Cardinal Mindszenty held the
eyes of the world. Unfortunately the
issue of religious liberty there was
confused with (1) tax support of
church-controlled schools, (2) wvast
church lands specially favored by the
Government, (3) political activities
of the churches against the existing
Government. As in all Eastern Eur-
ope, the basic trouble has been the
connection of the church with the
state, and the sovereign control of
the Vatican over the Church. The
methods of the Communists in sep-
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arating church from state have been
far from commendable, but we have
to recognize the act was inevitable.

In Czechoslovakia the Government
has unrelentingly engaged the Roman
Catholic Church in a radical recon-
struction of the existing order. The
upshot has been that (1) priests are
required to take an unmodified oath
of loyalty to the state as supreme, (2)
church salaries are to be paid by the
state, (3) church administration is to
be supervised by the state, (4) schools
are to be controlled by the state, and
(5) church marriages will no longer
be recognized as legal.

Beginning with November, priests
have returned state checks for sal-
aries. Protestant preachers have de-
clined such checks, but may be com-
pelled to accept them, or else go with-
out financial support.

We concur in the judgment ex-
pressed by The Christian Century
that neither Archbishop Beran of the
Catholics nor Professor Hromadka of
the Protestants in Czechoslovakia will
procure any semblance of religious
freedom until they reconcile them-
selves to the principle of complete
separation of church and state. The
modern popes, tradition-ridden and
cherishing memories of medieval
power, relying upon concordats and
constitutions, are learning that these
no longer avail for the retention of
privilege—and least of all curses and
excommunication! Others too who
have thought to rely upon state con-
nections will have to agree with
Toynbee, who says the established
Protestant churches occupy the very
bottom of the list of ineffective re-
ligious forces in today’s world.

Whispers from Britain hint that
disestablishment is mooted. Church
life there has steadily deteriorated
during the past fifty years. Five to
ten per cent attend worship, 30 per
cent favor, 50 per cent don’t care,
10 per cent are hostile. Taxpayers
complain of Anglican properties
which are tax exempt, and they are
proposing confiscation. It may be that
the spirit of the “passive-resister” seen
in Baptist John Clifford is about to
show itself again in even a more
spectacular way:.

The pronounced leadership of Bap-
tists in behalf of religious liberty

By Joseph M. Dawson

Executive Director, Public Relations, Baptists of the United States - =z

within the past few months has re-
ceived worldwide notice. First, in
Sweden a new “dissenter law” is be-
ing passed, under the leadership of
a specially appointed Royal Commis-
sion of which a Baptist, Dr. Gunnar
Westin, professor of Church History
in the University of Uppsala, is the
foremost leader. This new law is ex-
pected in Sweden, which is domin-
ated by the Lutheran State Church,
to grant dissenting groups, even
Roman Catholics, a wide range of new
freedoms.

A second event was the vote be-
fore the Central Committee of the
World Council of Churches meet-
ing in Chichester, England, on motion
of Dr. M. E. Aubrey, general secre-
tary of the Baptist Union of Great
Britain and Ireland, which led to the
adoption of the following:

We utterly oppose totalitarianism
wherever found, in which a state ar-
rogates to itself the right of determin-
ing men’s thoughts and actions instead
of recognizing the right of each indi-
vidual to do God’s will according to his
conscience. In the same way we oppose
any Church which seeks to use the power
of the State to enforce religious con-
formity.

This was a declaration which had
been received at Amsterdam but re-
mained unacted upon. Dr. Aubrey

was quoted throughout the world as ¢

saying the denials of religious liberty
in Spain and elsewhere by the totali-
tarian Roman Catholic Church were
as deplorable as any denials practiced
by communistic countries.

An adequate world survey in re-
spect to religious liberty could not
ignore Islam. It recognizes no division
between “church” and “state”, and
still executes the death sentence in
Central Arabia and Afghanistan.

In Latin America, especially in
Argentina, Peru, Colombia, all un-
der the domination of the Roman
Catholic Church, deplorable restric-
tions are often laid upon Evangelicals.
Only where a liberal regime is able
to protect minorities from the oppres-
sions of the dominant Catholics is
there 2 modicum of religious freedom.

Baptists, who believe that religious
freedom 1is the fountain source of all
freedoms, must do more than ever
to preserve and extend it,
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A Baptist church simply cannot thrive without litera-
ture. When two Missourians, Dr. and Mors. J. E.
Davis, resigned a pastorate to go to Mexico in 1903, they
felt a call to be missionary publishers, and the Spanish
Baptist Publishing House of El Paso, Texas, was born in
a kitchen in Toluca. By 1908 it had three publications
with a total circulation of 2,000.

Last year the Baptist Foreign Mission Board recognized
the publishing house as more than a Mexican Mission
project. It belongs to all Spanish America. Housed, ap-
propriately enough, in a Spanish-style building facing the
Rio Grande and Latin America, the publication project
now includes seven graded Sunday school quarterlies, four
Baptist Training Union quarterlies, a promotional maga-
zine and a Baptist magazine of general interest, Vacation
o Bible school materials, study course textbooks for Sunday
s school, Training Union, and Woman’s Missionary Union,

: all types of church supplies, and 200 religious and denomin-
ational books. These publications and books are being
distributed all over Spanish-speaking Latin America.

Dr. Davis died in 1944 after thirty-nine years of pioncer
service but twenty-seven men and women now work in his

A )

Director F. W. Patterson helps solve an editorial problem

lant. Seven of them are Southern Bapti . . . presented by Alfredo Lerin. He and Mrs. Lerin are two
P In Daptist missionaries. of the national writers and translators on the House staff.

pﬂb s, [//Ig the Glad Tidings

PrOTOS BY GERLACH, EL Paso

- -~ T u:

The staff, shown in action at the right, are (in
the formal picture above):

Front row: Mrs. T. Zazueta, Mrs. A. L.
Slaughter, Mrs. A. T. Cabrera, Mrs. Ruben
Angulo, Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Duffer, Jr., and
Mrs. Alfredo Lerin.

Second row: Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Patterson,
Marta Lardizobal, Leandra Martinez, Margaret
McGavock, Mrs. J. W. McGavock, Mr. Mec-
Gavock, and Mr. Lerin.

Third and fourth rows: Mr. Slaughter, J. E. . ,
Davis, Jr. (son of founder), José Pérez, Jovita . : Bk C .
Muiioz, J. M. Hernindez, C. A. Goodloe, Mr. - X Lo : ) A v X ¢ 5
Cabrera, Ricardo Mireles, Rafael Pérez, and AR

Mr. Angulo.

for February 1950 (49) 17

16 (48) THE COMMISSION

e R

™ £ AR ey

P A~

S

Aa wky MR




3
‘
L’!*
»

H

ey Ny

Scofield

This massive Roman Catholic cathedral in Barcelona and the small unmarked Baptist
church (at left in picture below) are symbolic of the unequal struggle between

Evangelicals who seek religious liberty and Catholics who wield dictatorial power.

The Spain 1 Saw

By George W. Sadler

he cyes of the world are focused
upon Spain. During these latter
days, United States business men, jour-
nalists, congressmen and senators in
considerable numbers have visited the
Caudillo’s country. In many instances
these visitors have left singing the
praises of the Spanish people and even
of their dictator. Such plaudits as
“The Spaniards are a great nation and
a great people” and Franco is a “very,
very lovelv -and lovable character”
have been attributed to a senator and
a congressman from our country. One
wonders in what proportions such
ingredients as pressure of big busi-
ness, fear of communism, desire for
Catholic votes and a sincere purpose
to forgive a former enemy may be
mixed in the plum pudding of praise
thar is now being presented to an
oppressive dictator.
The Spain I saw is vastly different
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from the country about which we are
hearing such glowing accounts. It
must be that those who report favor-
ably were shown the particular as-
pects of the Spanish picture which
were intended to please. It is likely
that most of the visitors saw only
Madrid and Barcelona and only the
better side of those cities.

If they had talked with the Amer-
ican Consul General in Barcelona, he
could have acquainted them with some
of the unbeautiful details of the
Spanish situation. To illustrate: an
excellent picce of land was selected
in Barcelona for the building of a

chapel. Through the consulate the
city authorities were asked whether
permission to build a chapel would
be granted. The local officials evaded
the question by answering “perhaps.”
Then the consul inquired of the gov-
ernor. The latter replied that because
of his desire to do the consul a favor,
he would communicate with Madrid.
No reply to this inquiry was received.
.The consul asked verbally about the
matter several times and he was told
that Madrid had not answered. Two
or three months ago the consul him-
self wrote to Madrid but he has had
no answer. In the meantime, members
of the First Baptist congregation of
Barcelona are worshipping in a poorly
ventilated building located near a
stable on an unpaved street. It should
be explained that the consul acted
ncither as an Evangelical nor as a
Catholic but rather as a diplomatic
representative who is interested in
justice.

In the Spain I saw, Roman Catholic
intolerance, sanctioned by the political
authorities, is expressing itsclf in the
following ways: The Foreign Mission
Board of the Southen Baptist Conven-
tion purchased land in Alicante. Ef-
forts were made to secure a local
architect but several told our mis-
sionary that they had been warned
that they would be excommunicated
from the Catholic church and ex-
pelled from the city if they should
take any part in the building of an
evangelical chapel. Finally an archi-
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tect of Barcclona agreed to serve.
Plans were drawn and permission to
build was asked. No reply to the ap-
plication was cver received. The
American consul intervened and he
was told that an urbanization plan
was being worked out in the area in
which our land was located. But
other buildings were going up in the
same region. Finally, property was
bought and the building was being
adapted to the needs of the local
congregation. VWhen the authorities
discovered that the house was to be
used as a chapel, work on it was
stopped. The pretext was that the
builders had added something which
had not been authorized in the permit.
When the pastor tried to clarify the
matter, the mayor of the city told
him he knew nothing about it. This
conversation took place in October
1939, immediately before I had lunch
with the pastor of the Alicante con-
gregation.

Let us call him Juan Gonzalez. He
is a handsome young lawyer. The
time for his service in the army came.
His studies in the university had
qualified him to become an officer.
Because he was a non-Catholic, his
commission was refused. He became
a sergeant but was allowed only the
pay of a private. He was ordered to
attend mass and refused. He was put
in jail for two weeks. He was court-
martialed and sentenced to two weeks
imprisonment. On account of the fact
that he had already served that length
of time, he was released. He was told
that he could be a Protestant but that
he had to obey orders, i.e. go to mass.
In spite of the difficulties he has al-
ready encountered as an evangelical
Christian, or it may be because of
them, Juan is leaving the legal pro-
fession for the ministry. He plans to
enter the Baptist Theological Semi-
nary at Ruschlikon-Zurich next Sep-
tember.

It is practically impossible for a
person who has been even a nominal
member of the Catholic church to be
married outside that church. Mission-
ary J. D. Hughey, Jr. has a photo-
static copy of a judgment handed
down by a court in Manresa. A Bap-
tist couple wished to be married ac-
cording to law. In a very detailed
manner the judge stated that since
the young persons had been in the
Catholic church that institution had
imparted to them a special character.
Although the couple had severed their
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f:ormection with the church, accord-
ing to the judgment rendered, they
were still members of it and must be
married in it.

In all cases where there is no permit
to hold services and in some cases
where permission has been granted,
it is impossible to conduct Protestant
funerals. Minute precaution is taken
by local authorities to forestall a
decent burial for “heretics.” Police-
men are stationed at homes and in
cemeteries at midnight or two o’clock
in the morning to see to it that bodies
arc not spirited away and buried.
Then the funeral is not conducted by
the Catholic church but by the city
authoritics, as if the person had com-
mitted suicide or was a pauper.

Many other examples of Spanish
religious intolerance could be pre-
sented. And the evidence is that the
measures taken to limit the activities
of “corrupters of souls” are approved
by the hierachy and the state. Since
October of 1947 a volume of violent
anti-Protestant propaganda has ap-
peared in the daily press, in the pul-
pits of the churches, in pastoral
letters, and in parish bulletins.

These statements declare that “free-
dom of religion is an evil which must
be tolerated only when necessary to
prevent greater evils. . . The maxi-
mum freedom they (the Protestants)
have the right to expect in this coun-
try is the freedom of cach person to
worship in his own home.” El Correo
Caulan of May 29, 1949 is credited
with this statement: “We had rather
have ten million Communists in Spain
than one million Protestants.” A hand-
bill distributed in December, 1947 ex-
pressed this sentiment: “LIBERTY?
TOLERANCE, UNDERSTAND-
ING. Yes, but we cannot grant to
corrupters of souls more than the
laws of all countries grant to the
corrupters of minors or the editors of
obscurities.” Backed by such support,
it is not surprising that Protestant pas-
tors have been imprisoned and their
chapels raided. Indeed I was in two
chapels which had been violated. The
one in Valencia suffered at the hands
of Catholic hoodlums the second time
on April 12, 1949. There I saw a book-
case that had been broken and a Bible
that had been mutilated.

Despite poverty and oppression and
intolerance which are all too evident,
the Spain I saw has its beautiful as-

ccts. The people are warm-hearted
and their natures are kindly. They

are devoted and courageous. The
evangelical Christians believe in them-
sclves. They are also completely con-
vinced that not even the gates of hell
will prevail against their cause. Al-
though about half of the Baptist pas-
tors have been in prison and many of
the members have been arrested, they
are not ashamed of the gospel. And
they are achieving glorious results.
For example, I preached in a small
chapel in Madrid that is about a year
old. During that period, cight mem-
bers have been baptized. On the eve-
ning of my visit, about sixty persons
were present. Nine of these arose to
say they had become followers of
Christ. (This is one of the two or
three new chapels which have been
permitted to open within the last few
years.)

The First Baptist Church of Madrid
has been enlarged and renovated. It
is expected that a service of dedica-
tion will be held during the Christmas
season. On the Sunday afternoon of
October 23, I preached to a congrega-
tion of about four hundred. It is in-
spiring to observe that the fires of
evangelism are burning brightly here
and clsewhere. Two years ago I par-
ticipated in a service in Madrid in
which seven persons were baptized. A
short time ago there were only three
or four evangelical Christians in Turis.

are awaiting baptism. i

A scnator who has stood for reli-
gious liberty on the floor of the upper
house suggested during his visit to
Spain that we might consider “calling
off our dogs” in return for permits to
build chapels in Alicante and Barce-
lona. Our reply is that we would be
grateful for small favors but, at the
same time, we would be unwilling to
come to terms with the Spanish gov-
ernment on that basis. Our contention
is that Franco’s government should
give assurance of its intention to grant
religious liberty to all minority groups
in all parts of Spain in return for the
re-establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions with our government. For us
to require less would render us
unworthy of forebears who loved
liberty more than life. At a time when
half of the peoples of the world are
under the dominance of dictators,'we
dare not sell our souls for a possible
base from which we may fight Com-
munism or for the opportunity of
doing business with one of these
dictators.
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Return to Despotism

Perhaps the most amazing thing in our world
today is the success which communism has had in
persuading millions that it is the custodian of 2 new
idea in the world and the carrier of an ideal which
will benefit the common man when put into operation
by the leaders of proletarian action.

A quick look at the countries where Communists
now have control reveals that their motives and
methods are as old as greed and brutality. For all its
advertising to the contrary the Communist regime
is in reality a reincarnation of the autocracy of Rus-
sian tsarism and of the ancient despotism of emperors
and potentates.

Communism is leading mankind in reverse by its
revival of despotism. The alleged reason that dictator-
ship is a “temporary” expedient, cannot be taken
seriously in the face of their increasing centralization
of government and ever extending rule by police
power.

.. Despotism must be rejected by free men. A Chris-

""\i; tian cannot allow any earthly potentate to usurp the
g # Lordship of Jesus over his conscience and deeds.
» / Whether such autocratic power be located in Mos-
WY cow, Vatican City, or Madrid is only incidental in
the struggle of men to free themselves from the grip
of modern dictatorship.

Japan Church Membership Increases

According to the latest reports received by the
Civil Information and Education Section in Japan
there has been substantial increases in church mem-
bership since the war.

The Roman Catholic Church on June 30, 1949,
reported a total of 130,883 members, 405 churches,
593 ordained priests, 229 brothers and 2,282 nuns. The
report said that there were 18,854 baptisms from
July 1, 1948 to June 30, 1949.

The Church of Christ in Japan, a 1941 merger of
34 Protestant denominations reported a membership
of 120,102, and 1,325 churches, 1,339 ordained and
678 unordained ministers and church workers. In-
crease in membership during the year was 13,737.
The present Church of Christ in Japan does not rep-
resent all of the churches which joined the merger
in 1941, for some have seceded and reverted to their
original denominations.

The second largest Protestant denomination is the
Episcopal Church with a membership of 25,552 in 245
churches and 268 ministers as of December 31, 1948.
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The Orthodox Church reported 167 churches with
14,3490 members, 49 priests and novitiates, and 504
baptisms between April 1, 1948 and March 31, 1949.
The thirty-three other Protestant denominations have
a total of 587 churches.

Of particular interest to us is the comparison of
our Baptist strength in Japan with that of others
reported above. The 1950 edition of Know Your Bap-
tist Aissions*®, states that in 1949 there were 3,000
Baptists in 25 churches affiliated with the Japan Bap-
tist Convention (reorganized in 1947). The mission
staff consisted of 4o missionaries, 19 pastors and 1go
teachers.

Human Surplus

Ten million German-speaking people now living
in Western Germany were uprooted or driven from
their former dwelling places in the cast. The crowded
conditions which existed before these ten millions
came have been correspondingly aggravated. Western
Germany was, prior to the war, an industrial region
depending on the vast farms of Eastern Germany
for food. Now the eastern food-producing section
is under the direct or indirect control of Soviet Rus-
sia and no food is being shipped from there into the
west.

The industrial output of Western Germany has
been drastically curtailed by the dismantling of ma-
chinery and factories by the Allies. While the good
intention behind the dismantling was to eliminate
Germany’s war potential, the policy pursued by Eng-
land, supported by France and concurred in by the
United States, is making human life extremely diffi-
cult for the regular population, plus the ten mil-
lion refugees who are, so to speak, the human sur-
plus from the last war.

The new German Government in Bonn is extremely
embarrassed in the face of Communist propaganda
which harps on the thought that England and the
other Allies are bent on eliminating industrial com-
petition from Germany simply by dismantling their
factories.

‘What kind of factories constitutes a threat to peace?
The decision as to what peacetime equipment can be
used for inunitions is very difficult. The last war
proved that nearly all manufacturing plants could
be converted to war production, and after the war
nearly every war plant was retooled for peacetime
industrial production.

*May be obtained free by request to the Department of Missionary
Education, Foreign Mission Board, Box 5148, Richmond 20, Va.
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Some signs indicate that the Allies are slowing their
dismantling program in the face of fear of war with
Russia. The impossible crowding and the under-
supply of food and other necessities in Germany have

roduced the most dangerous situation in Europe
today. How long will it take our statesmen to learn
that the Christian way of dealing with our fellow
men is the only way to peace?

More Theology Please

This request may appear to many to be as strange
as the request of a six-year old for a second servin
of spinach. For our day is definitely allergic to
theology. It has become fashionable in religious cir-
cles to look down on anyone who may write or speak
doctrinally as a moss-backed, impractical man belong-
ing to a by-gone day. Theologians are pictured as
men who bury their life in ancient and musty manu-
scripts and who are remote from the life of today.

No, give us, the popular taste demands, the modern
application of the laws of psychology to our religious
experience, tell us how to secure peace of mind and
alleviation for our frustrations, show us the mystical
beauty of the divine realm, stir the drums that we
may rally to build a better society, amalgamate our
traditions and vocabulary that we may speak to the
world with one great united voice.

The main fallacy in the clamor lies not in these
goals being wrong but sccondary. They easily lead
to a circuit of relativity always in motion but going
nowhere because of the lack of an absolute standard.

\We cannot indefinitely escape the questions: 1¥hat
will the great united voice say? How can the good
society be built? Is it possible that pcople who have:
a sense of guilt are actually guilty?

That is the reason we call for more theology. For
theology is simply the orderly and systematic setting:
forth of what we know about God and his relation--
ship to us, based on the axioms of our religion.

Certain basic assumptions must always be made.
Some assume none can be made and end in relativism.
Others assume a law of expediency governing social
and individual behavior and end in humanism. But
we cannot continue to call the roll. Let us look for
ourselves on the list. We claim to be evangelical Chris-
tians. That is, we believe that God made himself
known and nigh in Jesus Christ, and that we may
find life through faith in him. This revelation 1is
recorded in the New Testament which numerous
denominations claim as their guide to faith and
practice.

The divisions among us spring from divergent in-
terpretations of the same book. Sacramentarian groups:
approach it with the yardstick of tradition seeking'
confirmation of established practices while ignoring-
those passages that contradict them. The great weak--
ness in the so-called ecumenical movement of today"

for February 1950

lies in the divergency of theological assumptions of
the member groups. Conclusions will inevitably be
as divergent as the assumptions. Real agreements can-
not be reached until an authority is defined and
accepted.

The times call for Bible scholars and theologians
especially among us Baptists who claim the New
Testament as our sole guide to faith and practice.
More theology please!

Who Follows in Their Train?

When Dr. George Holcombe Lacy died at Morelia,
Mexico on November 27, 1949 a heroic pioneer mis-
sionary went to meet the Master whom he had served
s0 well through the long years of his missionary
ministry.

Dr. Lacy was appointed missionary to Mexico in
1903 and successively held positions as director of
Madero Institute at Saltillo, director, Baptist Acad-
emies at Toluca, professor, Instituto Teologico at
Torreon, teacher at seminary and schools of Saltillo
and director of the Bible Training School for preach-
ers in South Mexico. He was author of a Spanish
textbook in theology and other works including “Why
I Became a Baptist,” “Commentary on Galatians,”
and “Brief History of Christianity.”

The quality of the courage and consecration of this
great preacher, teacher and scholar was repeatedly
tested during the revolutionary days between 1g1o
and 1920 in Mexico. He was fired on by revolutionists
and robbed by bandits. But his faith in God seemed
most triumphant in the da
‘When he and his wife, the former Minnie Meek of
Arkansas, left Texas for Mexico on May 14, 1903,
they had four fine children. In November of the same

ear a fifth child was born. About a year later the
child died of scarlet fever and ensuing complications
which baffled the physicians. A few days later another
child died. Within two weeks the other three who
had been rushed back to the United States, also died!
from the same disease. To comfort his distressed wife:

George Lacy said: “My dear, we will give it up and’

come home.” His wife’s answer will forever remain
a classic in the history of missions. This mother who
had lost all her five children within fifteen days said
simply: “No, husband, we have given our children
for Mexico, now we will go back and give our lives.”

Back to Mexico they went. Five more children
were born to them. Four of them survive him. Mrs..
Lacy died in 1933. Two years later Dr. Lacy “retired”™
and went back to Mexico to direct the G. H. Lacy
Bible School in Morelia.

God be praised for every faithful servant of Christ
who like George Lacy has completed his labors, and
for every young man and woman whose eager hands
are ready to take up the work so well begun by those

who have gone before.
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Dangkolk Missionary Tours Chinese Farm
Villages to Preach in Market Places

We like Thailand [Stam] and the
people. And I suppose we will eventually
get accustomed to a twelve-month sum-
mer. November has been like August in
South Florida.

All our cfforts to get a chapel necar

—-—

3\’ the Cantonese community here 1 Bang-

hkkok have failed, so we have resorted to
Street preaching exclusively. In addition
to this work I am continuing to study
Cantoncese. Several weeks ago I organ-
ized a Bible study class which has grown
to ncarly thirty members who help in
the street preaching.

We arc grateful for the car the Mis-
sion was able to buy for us. It enables
us to do three times as much work as
we would be able to do without it. We
can get outside Bangkok and preach in
the Chinese farming villages. This month
I will make a two-wecks’ tour of near-by
villages, mainly to preach in the market
places, but I hope at the same time to
get a better idea of what our oppor-
tunities here will be.

I hope our missionaries who have re-
mained in China will be able to stay

With no chapel, Ed Galloway preached
Plotos courtesy the author

FROM TODAY’S APOSTLES ALL OVER THE WORLD

and work cffectively. If working in
China should become an impossibility
for a time, Thailand may be a door of
opportunity for us and a place where
missionarics can continue to use the
language and be ready when the doors
reopen. Qur witness is nceded here, par-
ticularly now that Burma is closing to
cvangelical preaching
and little or no wit-
ness is left in the
south among the tribes
people. And the Chi-
nese here are legion!

Epwarp D.GALLOWAY
Bangkok, Thailand

New Mission Property Will be Bought
At Santa Maria, in Rio Grande do Sul

Our hearts are rejoicing! We have re-
ceived a telegram saying the Foreign
Mission Board has approved our request
for money with which to purchase
property here in Santa Maria. As the
money will be granted from funds al-
ready on hand, we shall be able to go
ahead at once with the purchase.

We think the property is a real “find.”
It will be a great blessing to the Baptist
work in Santa Maria and to our state as
a whole in the years to come. It is
located in the same block as our house,
on the little park known as “Praca
Colombo.” It is almost an island of green
set in a sca of surrounding dwellings.
The property measures 256 by 383 fect,
with a large house occupying part of
the land and the rest planted in fruit
trees, grapes and flowers.

Located on onec of the highest points
in the city, the house can be scen from
almost every part of town. It is only two
blocks away from the main avenue and
thousands of people pass it going to and
from work in the business section of town
every day. It will indeed
be a lighthouse for Christ.

The house is arrangred
in such a way as to
be casily adaptable for
church use. Partitions will
be taken out of the front
part to make an audi-
torium of about 30 by 50
feet, part of which can
be closed off with fold-
ing doors to make addi-
tional Sunday school
space and a smaller audi-
torium for general use.
This will occupy about
half of the house. The

in the streets.
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rest will be used for Sunday school rooms,
future nursery school, and other pur-
poscs. Some day we hope a beautiful
temple will take its place beside the
present building.

We have been making space for our
Sunday school by putting up temporary
partitions, but this building will provide
adequate space for immediate expansion,
The building will also be used for state-
wide meetings of all kinds. We are in-
viting our state con-
vention to meet with
us in February and
the extension course
of our South Brazil
seminary may be held
here in April.

Dax N. SuarpLEy
Santa Maria, Brazil

New building of Radio Norte Baptist
Church is Dedicated in Montevideo

We had the dedication of our building
on Sunday, October 9. The meeting was
scheduled to begin at three o’clock in the
afternoon, and it began raining hard at
two, but the place was running over with
folks. We cstimated about 500 present.

The Rev. Lorenzo Pluis, pastor of the
Once Baptist Church in Buenos Aires,
led the dedicatory prayer and preached
the sermon. This service was followed
by a week of evangelistic meetings with
the Bucnos Aires pastor preaching. The
following Sunday we baptized eight of
the twelve I had been preparing in the
class for church membership.

I think the baptismal service was better
than the dedication, from the standpoint
of the good it did in visualizing the truth
preached and practiced. Our baptistry is
one of the prettiest I have ever seen.
The painting of the Jordan was done by
Susana Filgueira.

The new church building has attracted
much attention in the city. Everybody
exclaims about its beauty and the won-
derful location. The clock in the tower,
donated by Juan Figoni and his wife,
was a fine idea. We think the building
is complete in every detail.

Following this series of church-dedica-
tion services, we had just two weeks to
get ready and move to the pastor’s
home back of our church before time
for a simultancous evangelistic campaign
in which twelve evangelical churches co-
operated—the first time this has been
done in Montevideo. Missionary Erhardt
Swenson from Argentina preached for
us. I plan to start another class for bap-
tism now. I think we shall baptize abourt
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Ploto courtesy the author

Radio Norte Church in Montevideo was
appropriately dedicated last October 9.

five more before the end of the year.
Next Monday we go to Paysandu for
our annual pastors’ retreat. Many of the
pastors will remain for
the organization on
November 20 of the
first Baptist church in
that city of 50,000.

B. \W._ Orrick
Montevideo, Uruguay

o\

Three Intermediates of Antofagasta
Good Will Center Accept Christ

Last night was one of the happiest
moments of my life, I believe, and my
joy is still with me. Three of our Inter-
mediate boys were saved.

We have had several boys attending
the Good Will Center Sunday school
and Intermediate meetings for over three
years. Three of them are in a high school
where the professors have no faith or
belief whatsoever. I have had them in my
heart and prayers for a long time. This
year we organized an Intermediate
choir. My sccret hope was to get them
to church, an apparent impossibility.

Missionary Ivey Miller has been con-
ducting a series of mectings this week,
so I asked the boys to come. The meet-
ings at the Good Will Center, though
well attended, did not have the results
I had hoped for. We planned for the
Intermediate choir to sing at the church.
They sang, and then when the invitation
was given the thrce boys made profes-
sions of faith.

Now I hope to have forums with
question-and-answer meetings. Our pastor
is an idcal person for such meetings, for
he also had many doubts before being
saved, and I know these boys will come
in contact with many problems at school
and at home. I want them to be fully
prepared.

It has been a wonderful year of vic-
tory, with thrce converted ecarlier and
these three now. All except two of the
others are already saved. I fully believe
I shall sce them all saved before they
leave the group.

for February 1950

I suppose the real purpose of this letter
is to ask for prayer. I feel that this task
is much too big for me, so I'm asking
for help—the only kind that really
counts. The Lord can do great things
with thesc lives if only we who lead will
be attentive to his direction.

We have a new project for working
in another scction next year. Several of
our Good Will Center families have
moved to the community and two of our
teachers live in that direction. We hope
to work in the homes and organize a
group that may become another Tara-
poca. Tarapoca community has sixty or
so in Sunday school and about twenty
women. And I remember when my
father used to preach
to four in a little
room, with six chil-
dren outside for Sun-
beam Band!

Lois Harr
Antofagasta, Chile

New Baptist Clinic Is Begun at
Mandaguari in Northern Parana

Money for a Baptist clinic in Londrina
came just as we left for furlough in
1946. When we returned from the States
the situation had changed: Methodists
had opened a clinic in Londrina and a
project was under way for an evangel-
ical hospital, also. They wanted us to
put the money into that project in the
name of the Baptists, but we didn’t want
to do that. So we decided to build the
clinic in a much more needy place,
Mandaguari, and run it in connection
with our work there.

One of our Parana boys from Dr. A.
Ben Oliver’s school in Curitiba finished
the seminary in Rio last year and has
been pastor of our church in Mandaguari.
Last month he married a nurse from the
Evangelical Hospital in Rio. They are
to run the clinic. It is a project of the
“Association of Churches of the North
of Parand.”

We have thirtcen churches in our as-
sociation now, and have four others that
were to have been organized before the
end of this year. Because of our absence
for medical treatment in Rio, they will
wait until later. The four churches are
at Maringa, Paranavai, Centenario, and
Sertanapolis.

We finally bought the land for an
orphanage, with a front of about 200
meters by 65 meters deep. It will be
called “Lar Batista para Crianas.” The
board will be elected by the state con-
vention and the orphanage supported by
the Baptists of Parani.

Juvenal Teixeira, who is giving so per
cent of all he earns for the Christian

K

cause, gave the money for the land and
says he is going to give enough lumber
now to fence the place in and put up a
small house for a caretaker so an orchard
can be set out. A
deacon of the Lon-
drina church, he also
gave the pastor’s home
and practically builc
the church.

Toxt N. CLINKCALES
Londrina, Brazil
Photo by the author

Clinic goes up beside Mandaguari church.

Soochow People Observe Missionary’s
Birthday tith Three-day Celebration

The biggest and gayest event of the
season at my church was the celebration
of my sixtieth birthday, considered a
very “big birthday” in China. I protested,
but the celebration lasted the traditional
three days, and for days ahead of time
one could hear happy voices singing
“Happy Birthday” as they practiced
plays, pageants and songs.

was supposed to sit in a birthday
room in a red, embroidered, satin-covered
chair each day while guests were arriv-
ing. Each guest was supposed to come
and stand in front of me and bow three
times. Then I arose and bowed three
times in return. On the first day, chil-
dren’s day, T bowed morec than 1,500
times for about 500 little guests from the
church, school and Good WVill Center.
After their program they all ate birthday
noodles and peaches. They gave me two
birthday cakes. One was eighteen inches
in diameter and actually had sixty candles
burning.

The second day was a bit lighter on
the “bowing” for many of the “modern”
guests shook hands instead. This day was
for voung people and adults, a formal
religious celebration in the church audi-
torium. Escorted bv four beautifully
dressed young ladies I was paraded down
the long center aisle from the entrance
door at onc end to the platform at the
other.
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I wore a long, graceful, white satin
Chinese gown and white satin shoes, both
beautifully embroidered. They -+were
gifts from my church co-workers and
teachers. They also gave me a second-
best dress of soft yellow georgette with
white satin flowers to wear to the big
birthday feast the closing night. I surecly
was a dressed-up sixty-year-old. It is very
nice to be growing old. I really adore it

We put on a study-course program
this summer, from Sunbcams up through
the VWoman’s Missionary Society. My
prize group has been our W.MU.
Ninety-five women studied the manual
and eighty-two passed the examinations.
These dear ladies, scveral above seventy
years of age and many on bound feet,
came to the church daily for ten days.
They were as happy to walk to the plat-
form and receive an award card as were
the Sunbeams.

I am very thankful for the privilege
of being here to witness for the Lord
at this particular time. I do not envy
one person on that side. It is a fascinat-
ingly interesting time to be here. I
wouldn’t exchange the past five months
for any other five years of my life in
China.

It is also a very challenging time to
be here—a challenge to our wits, our
judgment, our strength, our sense of
humor. It is true that it has also been
— 3 very strenuous time, with uncertainties
wahead and adjustments and adaptations

B %o be thought out and tried. My decision

J7 is to remain on in Soochow at least until
' my regular furlough
is due in 1950. I have
no desire to leave
China as long as I am
able to carry on my
church and mission
school program.

BrLancHE GROVES
Soochow, China

Many Baptist Tourists Visited Mission
Points in Italy During Summer Months

All summer long a steady stream of
interested Baptists came to this city.
Several groups came carly on their way
to the Youth Congress in Stockholm.
It was a joy to show them some of this
city and to visit with them the various
projects which indicate the progress the
gospel is making. These manifestations of
interest are of great encouragement to
us and also to our Italian friends.

We have a beautiful new church in
the great city of Milan. Located in one
of the newer sections of the city, the
church is large, beautiful and modern.
Pastor Inguanti, one of our most gifted
and progressive young men, will find a
real place of service in Milan.

“We are fishing for men and women
to bring them to Christ!” Pastor Enrico
Paschetto told the great group of people

24 (56)

who crowded the enlarged Church of
Lucento in Turin at its dedication on
October 16. Among those “caught” al-
ready is the young architect who helped
plan and supervise the building. The
opportunities of this church in this in-
dustrial city of northern Italy are
lIimitless.

During the visit of one of the young
groups this summer, a small but beautiful
little church was dedicated at Ariccia,
near Rome. The twenty-two baptized
believers are “pastored” by the ministers
of our Rome churches, but betwcen reg-
ular Sunday services a young mother
keeps open house for all who need help,
advice, prayer or Bible instruction.

The Baptist Bible School at Rivoli,
Turin, had its formal opening October
17. There are twenty-three students. The
men help with the “housework” and
gardens—an innovation in Italy. Strangely
enough, these young students seem to
be enjoying it. This institution will per-
haps have a greater influence upon the
Baptists of Italy for years to come than
any other project.

Woman’s Missionary Union of Italy
held its second postwar convention at
Reggio Calabria the first of October, with
the fifty-nine unions in our organization
well represented. Half of our Christmas
love oftering this year will go to Nigeria
and the remainder will be used in
the evangelistic campaign among our
churches in Italy.

The Armstrong Memorial Training
School is nearing completion. Missionary
Virginia Wingo, directress, has made a
place for herself in the hearts of Italian
Baptists, especially the young people.
Applications for entrance have been re-
ceived from the choicest of our young
Baptist women. The electric organ pro-
vided by the Lottie Moon Offering last
year is a sensation already, although it
is not yet installed.

Eighty-five children are living at the
Baptist orphanage this year, sixty-three
in the boys’ building and twenty-two in
the girls’ building. Our latest little guest
is a four-year-old, blond, curly-haired
boy whose father went back to America
with his regiment before the child was
born and has not been heard of since.

Another little guest is a ten-year-old
girl from the woods of southern Iltaly.
She had never worn shoes, never been
to school, never had a bath. Since she
was three she had helped her father
gather wood to sell for the family’s
daily bread. She has
gained twelve pounds
in the three weeks she
has been with us. We
hope she will become
a normal child before

long.

DeEwEY Moore
Rome, Italy

Good Will Center Ministers to a Varied
Group in the Industrial City of Tobasq

The two-storied building of the Tobata
Baptist Good Will Center stands oyt
conspicuously in this treeless, flowerless
neighborhood. It is painted a living green,
Through the three green gates many
people troop daily.

Day after day the playground rings
with the shouts of children. With no
other place to play except the dangerous,
crowded streets, a great rumber come
in to enjoy the six swings, four slides,
climbing poles, see-saw and other equip-
ment. Some play croquet. Posts for
volley and tennis have been erected and
as soon as high wire has been stretched
on top of fences, baseball teams can be
organized. A wading pool is soon to be
added.

Sometimes the playground is used for
community meetings. About five hun-
dred were entertained recently with pic-
ture slides and filmstrips. Some were
pictures of the life of the Lord Jesus.
Many heard these stories for the first
time. People will come to a meeting out-
of-doors who would not come 1nside,
and besides, our little assembly room
will hold only 150.

Sixty-five adorable kindergarten chil-
dren have a happy time in their pretty
rooms. Their little tables and chairs are
just the right size. Each has a drawer of
his own for his crayons and color books,
and each has a shelf space for his lunch
basket. If anyone gets hurt he is taken
to the clinic where first-aid supplies are
kept. At lunch time his milk is brought
from the kindergarten kitchen. The
kindergarten hours are officially from
nine until two, but the children begin
coming at eight and sometimes a mother
wants a child taken care of in the after-
noon.

Sunday school meets on Sunday after-
noons. The assembly room is full. Some
sit on matting on the floor, others fill the
little kindergarten chairs, and the largest
ones sit on folding chairs. A branch
Sunday school was started last October
down beyond the river near the railroad
tracks, in the home of a kindergarten
mother. Six from the Good Will Center
Sunday school were baptized in Sep-
tember.

We go to the Tobata Baptist Church
on Sunday morning and evening for
services and on Thursday evening for
Bible study and prayer mecting. Evange-
listic services are held at the Center
every Friday evening, with rastors of
near-by churches or teachers from
Seinan college and high school speakina.
An encouraging thing about these mect-
ings is the increasing number of men
who are coming. Quite a few decision
cards have been handed in at the services
and some of these people have been
baptized.

Clubs are organized for children, girls,
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boys, young women, young men, and
mothers. A chorus mecets once a week
with a music teacher from Kokura. Sev-
eral English classes are taught. The Cen-
ter also distributes relief boxes. People
sometimes come for assistance in secur-
ing work or for special training in
reparation for some definite work. Al-
though the Center still does not have a
nurse, we take the sick to doctors and
hospitals in town.

We are happy over the beginning of
Baptist work among the Koreans of this
city. The Korean evangelist comes from
our Baptist seminary in Fukuoka each
Monday. There are
only two Christian
Koreans in the city,
ncither one of them
a Bapuist.

Ev1zasetH WATRINS
Tobata, Japan

Round-trip, Toi Shan to Tai Kam, Gives
Missionary an Interesting Adventure

I went to see Tai Kam. We had to
take cots, bedding, mosquito nets, boiled
water, food, and clothing as though for
a camping trip. Except for the near-
springless jarring of the bus, the trip to
Tau Shan was pleasant. Mountains were
the proverbial blue, constantly changing
to soft purple under passing rain clouds.
Flat fields were the luscious, light green
of growing rice. Streams were edged with
graceful feathers of bamboo. Houses in
the villages look top-heavy, the lower
stories like prison towers with slit win-
dows (a concession to the continual
banditry of the region), and the upper
stories with airy, overhanging balconies
and little summer houses on the flat roofs.

At Tau Shan I retired to the store-
room of the bus line to change into
Chinese-style black coat and trousers, for
the next lap of our journey was to be by
bicycle. Bargaining over our bicycle fares
accomplished, Mr. Ray and I mounted
their post seats, a new experience for
me, and our drivers pedaled us on our
way through the quiet streets of the
village.

Reaching Tofook, set in its bowl of
blue mountains, we stopped at our new
Baptist medical center and were greeted
by our doctor’s wife with their twenty-
months-old baby, Tse Mae, and other
Christians. Dr. Yeung was in Chek Kai,
seven miles away, holding a clinic.

The next lap of the journey, to Chek
Kai, was through delta lands with many
little streams in which water buffaloes
and ducks were enjoying themselves.
We entered the village through narrow,
arched shrubbery on a little footpath
that soon became a winding, narrow
street with dark brick houses flush along
it. Dr. Yeung was at the chapel. He had
treated more than forty patients the
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grevious day and as many or more that
ay.

We walked half a mile to the scashore
to board our boat, our party now con-
sisting of the Yeungs, the Chek Kai
preacher, the schoolteacher for the chil-
dren of the Tai Kam robber village, an
extra man to help, Mr. Ray and myself.
About us were palm-leaf fishing shacks
built above the water on poles, a crowd
of children, and many curious men and
women who pushed as close to us as they
could get. Conversation with them was
difficult as their Hakka dialect is dif-
ferent from our Cantonese.

Our boat was a good-sized fishing
junk. We ate our supper of rice and salt
sausages from bowls with chopsticks as
we sat on the floor of the clean boat
deck. For five hours we seemed to make
no headway as our sailboat tacked be-
fore an adverse wind. Ominous clouds
gathered as it grew dark, then the rain
came, bringing a change of wind, and
immediately we were flying toward our
island.

Everything had to be carried about
forty feet through shallow water to the
shore. With some hunting about, all of
us found bedboards or put up cots and
mosquito nets and at last were settled
for sleep.

A warm rain fell at intervals all the
next day, but between times the sun
shone. The mountains, the beach and
the clear mountain stream crossing it,
the sea, the clouds and the wonderful
air were a delight. The grass surround-
ing the leper colony was short and
velvety, kept so by cows and water
buffaloes belonging to the Tai Kam
robbers. Some remains of old flower
plantings were in bloom, the foliage of
the trees was rich and green.

Dr. Yeung and Mr. Ray were busy
most of the day with an inventory of
the medical supplies of the hospital. In
the afternoon a crowd of women and
children came over the mountains from

the pirate village to visit us and to
the teacher. They brought a gift of fish
and a peck of peanuts which they had
raised.

As dark came on we gathered on the
grass near the sea wall and sang dear,
familiar hymns. The lepers made one
half of our circle and a leper led the
singing for us. Our Chek Kai preacher
read the Bible, Mr. Ray and I talked on
God’s love and mercy, and Dr. Yeung
led in prayer.

A group of fishermen, said to be from
a robber village on the mainland, cooked
their supper in the front room on the
ground floor of our temporary residence,
then took for their sleeping quarters the
flat roof which could be reached only
by going through our living room. In
the middle of the night they awakened
us all as they clattered down to hunt
cover from the rain. To our relief they
took to their boat and left.

We sailed off right after noon the next
day. Squall and storm tossed the boat
about somewhat and the night was spent
on the hard boat deck trying to sleep as
we waited for the tide to rise sufficiently
for us to go up a small creek to Tofook.
By daybreak we were obliged to leave
our larger boat for a small one able to
find its way up the delta stream.

After a Chinese church service in the
chapel at Tofook we said good-by to the
Yeungs and other friends, mounted the
post seats of our rented bicycles and
were off again. On the bus from Tau
Shan to Toi Shan, our home town, an
old lady asked Mr. Ray in good country
fashion, “\What village did your old
woman come from?”
I had not changed
from my Chinese coat
and trousers, so I
must have really
looked the part.

Jaxer G. Ray
(Mrs. Rex)
Toi Shan City, China

Yesterday's
Church . .

unlimited opportunities .
ations” face ministers and laymen alike. These seventeen
forceful sermons, based on the Book of Acts, vividly show
how these challenges were met then—and how they can be
met again today.

i

" ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS

WHEN THE CHURCH WAS YOUNG

By Clovis G. Chappell

® [n the early church there was ignorance, doubts and

. « in our world the same "situ.

Sunday School Teachers will find in this new
book ideal teaching material for the Inter-
national Lessons — January through Easter

Sunday.
$2 at oll bookstores
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During a recent whirlwind nine
months’ literacy campaign in Africa, Dr.
Frank Laubach, his son Bob and artist
Svend Olsen raught no less than 66 dif-
ferent languages and dialects from Arabic
to Zulu. Their work included drawing

“up charts in cach of those languages and
starting their famous “cach teach one”
system. In most places the team was
cordially received, but at onc stop along
the Gold Coast, chief Nana Kwame
Fori II was suspicious and called for
a demonstration. Laubach started teach-
ing two members of the royal household
who learned so quickly that the chief
accused them of having learned to read
in sccret before the test.

+ + 4+

The Missionary Herald, publication of
the British Baptist Missionary Society,
reports 5,318 baptisms last year on its
mission ficlds in India, Pakistan, Ceylon,
Congo and the West Indies.

+ + +
“A lamb does not follow the wolf, a

\...k. W5

before the General Assembly a proposal
for “a permanent international regime for
the Jerusalem arca.” This proposal in-
cludes the “ncutralization” of an area of
about sixty square miles including the city
itself and its environs, and the “freezing”
of the present population ratio between
Arabs and Jews. No military troops
would be allowed in the zone, and the
Jewish and Arab communities would
have maximum autonomy in municipal
affairs with police forces of five hundred
men each. This proposal is being bitterly
opposed by Isracl.
+ + +

The development of antrycide, a drug
which has shown remarkable success in
ncutralizing the bite of the tsetse fly,
may prove to be of great significance to
the continent of Africa where 4,500,000
square miles cannot be used for cattle
raising because of that insect.

+ + +

“Pioncering new frontiers is at an end.
Pioneering in the art of living together
is at the beginning. . . . In the twenties

oUTH

thirtics, on sccurity; in the forties, on
service. Now we have come to a new
decade, an idcological one, the fiftics.
This era requires youth not alone with
a basic foundation of knowledge but
youth of moral soundness and of faith;
youth with an idea and purpose adequate
to change things, not to adjust them;
youth skilled in bringing unity where

there is division.”
—Department of State Bulletin.

+ + +

Last fall compulsory universal educa-
tion was introduced in Israel. The free
school system makes no distinction be-
tween Jews and Arabs. Of the more than
100,000 children who have just entered
school in towns and villages, 87,000 are
Jews and 17,000 Arabs. Perhaps the most
revolutionary educational feature for a
Near East country is the inclusion of
Arab girls in the compulsory schooling.

The newly established German Patent
Officc in the American Zone is doing
a land-office business. Registrations come
in such volume to the office in Munich

4 X0 many pcople follow the devil?
—Veckoposten, Baptist weekly
2y of Sweden.
y + + +

The United States has Forcign
Service Officers for information
and cducational exchange opera-
tions in 139 different places in the
world. The Department of State
assisted by other Federal agencies
maintains United States libraries in
other countries, sponsors scientific
and technical projects, aids Amer-
ican sponsored schools, operates
book exchanges and exhibits, trans-
lates and distributes American pub-
lications, and conducts exchange

of teachers and students with other
countrics.
+ + 4+

The International Refugee Or-
ganization is scheduled to cease its
function on June 30, 1950. The
United Nations General Assem-
bly’s Social Committee has voted
24 to 12, with 10 abstentions, to
establish a UN. Commission to
take over the handling of Europe’s
stateless refugces. Adequate provi-
sion must be made for an est-
mated 100,000 displaced persons
who will be stranded in the U.S.
Zone when IRO ceases activitics.

+ + +

The United Nations Conciliation

Commission for Palestinc has placed

26 (58)

=3-hen does not follow the fox, a rabbic
ocs not follow the dog; why then do

the emphasis was on success; in the

Eighth Baptist World

Congress
Cleveland, Ohio, 1950

The next Baptist World Congress is scheduled for
July 22-27, 1950, in Cleveland, Ohio.

The Congress theme is taken from the prologue to
John’s Gospel: “And the Light Shineth in the Dark-
ness.” The Light motif runs through the program
from the first day to the last. The Keynote address
at the opening session on Saturday afternoon, July 22,
is on the subject: “I am the Light of the World.”
The closing address on the last forenoon of the Con-
gress, Thursday, July 27, will be from the text: “Ye
are the Light of the World.” In between will be
found subjects like “The Light of Peace,” “The
Light of Liberty,” “The Light of Education,” etc.

The Presidential address of Dr. C. Oscar Johnson,
President of the Baptist World Alliance, will be given
Sunday afternoon. The Congress Sermon by Dr.
M. E. Aubrey is scheduled for Monday evening.
The great Pageant on “The Light of Liberty” will
be given on Tuesday night. Missionary night, which
features short addresses by nationals from various
parts of the world, will be on Wednesday. At a
number of meetings “World Glimpses” of three to
four minutes each will bring us messages from many
parts of our fellowship scattered throughout six con-
tinents and sixty countries. The whole program will
come to a fitting close with the induction of the new
President, and the Coronation address on Thursday
evening.

that it has been nccessary to hire
750 employees to cope with them,
reports Worldover Press.

+ + 4+

Among several hundred D.P.Js
being received by Norway from
camps in \Western Germany,
fifty are blind. The International
Refugee Organization has given
money for building a workshop
where they can be trained for use-
ful occupations.

+ + +
The newly established German
Patent Office in the American

Zone is doing a land-office busi-
ness. Registrations come in such
volume to the office in Munich
that it has been necessary to hire
750 employees to cope with them,
reports Worldover Press.

+ + 4+

The first Baptist church in Bul-
garia was organized in 1880. Now
there are sixteen Baptist churches
with a total membership of about
seven hundred. The churches 1n
Bulgaria originally grew out of
private study of the Scriptures, the
influence of Russian Baptists who
fled to Bulgaria for refuge, and
Bulgarians who returned from
other lands where they had been
in touch with Baptist groups and
had studied the New Testament.
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International
Christian
University
for Japan

Photos courtesy the Japan International

Christian University Foundation, Inc.

Dr. Hachiro Yuasa, Japanese
Christian educator, has been
elected president of the In-
ternational Christian Univer-
sity. The site purchased for
the school is at Mitaka, near

an unfinished air-
plane factory.

okyo,

for February 1950

Is America Christian?

Millions of people in the world
promptly answer yes to that question.
They have experienced help in time
of famine, earthquake, typhoon, revo-
lution, tidal wave, or precision bomb-
ing, sometimes from a former enemy
nation. Only Christianity preaches
“Love thine enemy.”

A Richmond (Virginia) Presby-
terian pastor published an editorial in
his church bulletin five months after
the atomic bombs were dropped on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, entitled, “A
Suggestion—As foolish as the teach-
ings of Jesus of Nazareth.” He ap-
pealed to the Christians of America
to make a noble gesture in Japan
which would “dramatize, in a striking
way, the Spirit of Christ, who taught
his followers to forgive and love their
enemies—a command the world has
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never tried to follow very seriously.”

The movement for a university for
Japan was born in that January 6 item.
American Christians launched it with
a Foundation created to raise funds
for a center of learning in Tokyo, but
the people of postwar Japan have
shown their gratitude by giving
160,000,000 yen (nearly half a million
dollars), 99 per cent of it from non-
Christians.

A campaign in America is under
way this spring to raise $10,000,000 for
the University. Joseph C. Grew, last
American ambassador to Japan, is
head of the campaign. General Mac-
Arthur, who has said, “The Christian
Church has an opportunity in Japan
today without precedent—anywhere
—or at any time—in the past 500
years,” is honorary chairman of the
movement to build the University.
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How Grandfather Prichard

Met George Washington

Tommy Prichard felt, oh, so lonely. His mother

and father had just hitched up the horse and.
buggy and gone off to town for the afternoon and.
Grandpa was up in his room, having a nap. The old
man was eighty now and needed plenty of rest.

Tommy thought of the two boys playing ball

down the road. They were Frank and Wilmer

Bradley, who lived on a neighboring farm.

“I wish they’d let me play with them,” Tommy

muttered to himself. “Why don’t they like me.”

The Prichards had come from the South just a

few weeks ago and settled on this lovely Pennsyl-
vania farm. At first, Tommy had tried very hard to
make friends with the Bradley boys. He had even
told them proudly all about his grandfather—how

Grandfather Prichard had served in the Revolu-

tionary War many years ago and how he had known

and talked to George Washington. But that only
made it worse. The boys had laughed.

Tommy was about to go into the house when he
EAsaw Frank and Wilmer coming toward him.
’\) “Well, if it isn’t Master Thomas Prichard,” called
out Frank mockingly, “grandson of that great
3k~ Revolutionary hero!”

' Tommy stiffened. So they weren’t going to be
friendly. They had come just to tease and hurt him.

“We know all about your grandfather,” taunted
Wilmer. “He wasn’t a hero. He was only a servant.
He just let all the other men do the fighting.”

“That’s not true,” shouted Tommy, his face
tightening with anger. “My grandfather was per-
sonal aide to Colonel Pickering, and many times he
almost got killed!” Tommy started to leave.

“Oh, don’t go yet,” laughed Wilmer, pleased with
his success. “First tell us all about your grandfather
and General Washington. Why, I bet they were so
chummy, they even slept together.”

“As a matter of fact, we did,” a voice answered
from bchind the screen door.

The three lads turned around startled. Framed in
the doorway was the figure of a man, tall and lean,
with stooped shoulders and a tired, lined face.

“Grandfather,” burst out Tommy, nearly in tears,
“I didn’t know you were there.”

Wilmer and Frank started to slink away when the
aged man called them back.

“Don’t go, boys, I'd like to tell you a little story.”

Silently, they returned. Grandfather Prichard
sank down into an easy chair and began to speak, a
far-away look in his kind, gray eyes.

28 (60)

“I'm going to take you back many years, to the
winter of ’77. It was a bitter winter for the Con-
tinental Army. Our men were ragged and starving.
‘We suffered one defeat after another on the battle-
field. Many fine soldiers died of disease or were
killed. One evening, when things looked mighty
bad, General Washington made a visit to my Col-
onel’s tent. They talked for hours and by the time
the General was ready to leave, an awful storm had
come up. Washington turned to me and asked if we
had enough spare blankets and straw so that he might
stay over until morning. We had hardly enough
for ourselves; but I said Yes. I knew that nothing
must interfere with the rest of our Commander.”

Grandfather Prichard paused for an instant. Three
pairs of eager, shining eyes were fastened on the old
man. The Bradley boys had forgotten their antag-
onism.

“That night,” Tommy’s grandfather continued,
“I waited until the Colonel and General Washing-
ton had fallen asleep. Then, I sat down on a box,
trying hard not to think of the cold. Instead, I
thought of how lucky I was to be of some service
to a great and wonderful man.

“In the middle of the night, General Washington
moved about uneasily and awoke. He peered at me
through the darkness. ‘Prichard,” he called out,
‘Pritchard, is that you?’ Then he got up, sort of rub-
bing his eyes. ‘So that’s it!” I'll never forget how
gentle his voice was. ‘You gave up your blankets
and your straw so that I might sleep in comfort.
Well, we’ll soon take care of that. Pritchard, climb
into bed beside me; this blanket is wide enough for
the two of us.’

“I hesitated; but this was a command and I dared
not disobey. I lay down beside George Washington
on the same straw, under the same blanket, and so
we slept together until morning.”

Grandfather Prichard leaned back and smiled as
he remembered his meeting with the Father of our
Country. For a moment, the only sound heard was
the whistle of the wind through the bare trces.
Then, Wilmer broke the silence:

“Look here, Tommy,” he stammered, “there’s a
new colt on our farm. Would you like to see it?”
He turned shyly to the old man. “Would you mind,
sir, if Tommy came to visit us for awhile?”

Grandfather Prichard’s fine black face glowed
with pleasure as he watched the three lads walk

arm in arm down the dusty road.
From Religious Press Committee
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Stewardship in Missionary Education

By W. L. Howse

Stewardship involves more than the
giving of one’s money. It is the
giving of the complete sclf to Christ.
It is carrying out the first two Com-
mandments as fully as possible—loving
God supremely, and loving one’s
neighbor as oneself. Thus stewardship
is at the very heart of the missionary
enterprise.

Some Aims of Missionary
Education

What should be some of the aims
of missionary education if stewardship
is to become a motivating source of
Christian behavior?

Certainly one aim should be to
create an interest in and a concern
for others. It is easy for Christians
and churches to become selfish. Get-
ting rather than giving has become
an ambition of many church mem-
bers.

Another aim should be to give
knowledge as to the needs of others
and how these needs are to be met.
Good stewardship is based on more
than the emotions. An informed mind
will give intelligent expression to a
compassionate heart. If the needs of
humanity could be made as real to
church members as they actually are,
every follower of Christ would re-
spond heroically.

But often “the world” in which a
church member lives is so limited and
narrow, he is never brought face to
face with the physical and spiritual
needs of his fellow man. Through
teaching and every other avenue of
imparting truth, the needs of the
world must be brought to the church
member where he lives.

The two aims previously stated
would be ineffective without the ap-
plication of a third. Each individual

Look for these in February!

“China’s Search for God,” pamphlet
by J. T. Williams.

_ “Proposed Advance in Latin Amer-
ica,” pamphlet by Dr. Everett Gill, Jr.

for February 1950

should be led to use his talents, time,
influence, efforts, and gifts in the serv-
ice of others. One must act upon
what he feels and what he knows.
Giving information and motivating
the will should be linked with a pro-
gram of action. Christ followed this
practice in the training of the twelve.
After preparing them for their mis-
sion, he sent them forth. Too long
have we confined teaching to the
walls of the classroom.

How May They be Realized?

A continuous program of education
is one of the most effective means of
reaching these aims. Such a program
may be accomplished much better if
a church has the organization which
majors upon missionary education.
Woman’s Missionary Union with its
program materials provides the reg-
ular channel for the dissemination of
truth in this field. Its plan of work,
with seasons of prayer and appeals for
gifts, places it in the forefront for
missionary teaching.

In addition to the program ma-
terials, mission study books may be
offered periodically in class study.
This intensive study for five nights
in a church School of Missions is
valuable in bringing world needs be-
fore a local church.

The Sunday school, Baptist Train-
ing Union, and Brotherhood offer
further means of enlarging the under-
standing and vision of the church
member.

Sunday school teachers with mis-
sionary minds will often find in reg-
ular lessons an opportunity for di-
recting the thinking of class members
toward world needs. Superintendents
frequently may utilize missionary
themes in planning their assembly
programs. They may lead in observ-
ing the various missionary days with
fitting emphasis.

Members of the Baptist Training
Union put special stress upon the
monthly missionary programs, and
the study of the mission books in the
graded church member study course
program. '

The Brotherhood provides mis-
sionary program material through the
Southern Baptist Brotherbood Jour-
nal, and seeks to enlist men in the
support of the mission program of
the church.

If stewardship is to be developed,
the presentation of factual infor-
mation is not enough. It must go
beyond the realm of statistics and be-
come living and challenging. This is
best done through radiant, compelling
leadership motivated by the mission-
ary enterprise. Mission study is much
more effective when led by mission-
aries on furlough, who can bring back
firsthand accounts of their own
stewardship.

But mission study may be effective
when local teachers are mission-
hearted individuals, who have a great
sense of their stewardship and use
their conviction to influence others.

Stewardship develops as church
members are directed into channels
of mission activity. Children and
young people, eager and willing to
give their lives to Christ in full-time
Christian service should know of the
need for missionaries and be en-
couraged to listen for the call of
God into this field of service. This
is stewardship in its highest sense.

A larger number will find oppor-
tunities for developing as stewards by
serving in the church. Filling posi-
tions of leadership in the organized
life of the church and accepting re-
sponsibility for the spiritual develop-
ment of others is one of the most
effective means of using one’s capaci-
ties, talents, and vitality in the service
of Christ.

A sense of stewardship is further
expressed by missionary service out-
side the church. This involves many
things, but especially the establishing
of branch Sunday schools and new
churches, and participating in associa-
tional activities.

But one also gives himself when
he gives his money to the work of the
kingdom. Thus, giving to missions
is a test of stewardship. When the
budget is being planned each year,
the mission item should be considered
first. Each church should think of
how much it can share with others
before it thinks of its own needs and
work. If the church expects each
person to honor God with his gift,
it too should honor God by sharing
a liberal portion of its budget with
others.
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Any book mentioned may be had from
the Baptist Book Store serving your state.

The War We Lost: Yugoslavia’s
Tragedy and the Failure of the West,
by Constantin Fotitch (Viking, $3.50).
Every scrious book that throws light on
the complex conflicts of the Balkans
should be welcome by those who are
trying to understand what is happening
there and the possible consequences to
the rest of the world. The author feels
that the shift in Anglo-American sup-
port from AMihailovich to Tito in the
struggle between them was the most
tragic mistake of the war. He holds that
in Yugoslavia lie the seeds of dissension
from which World War III may be born.
Whether the author is right or not, no
one can read the book without gaining
greatly in insight into the history of
thirty-one-vear-old Yugoslavia. The au-
thor was first Minister and then Ambas-
sador of Yugoslavia to the United States.
At the trial of Alihailovich he was sen-
tenced in absentia to twenty years in hard
labor as “an enemy of the people.”

J.N.

‘TIJe Quest of the Historical Jesus by
Albert Schweitzer (Macmillan, $5.00).
is is a book for carcful study despite

y/7 its age and many reprint editions (1910,

1921, 1926, 1934, and 1948). First pub-
lished in German in 1907, it was brought
to the attention of English and American
students by Sanday’s Life of Jesus in
Recent Research. It has sustained a place
as a major work, and rewards careful
study. It demolishes the ‘liberal view’ of
Jesus. However, the picture left of Jesus
does not inspire. He is a deluded vision-
ary who is wrong one or more times
in his fundamental conception of his
life. Schweitzer urges us to drop all
reconstructed Christologies to follow the
spiritual example of Jesus! Tlis use of
Mate. 10:23 as a key to interpreting the
first intentions of Jesus can be challenged
both from the standpoint of context and
exegesis.* With this said, it will help
the minister who digs through this book.
For the reviewer there came a fresh real-
ization that the “pep talk” sermon will
not present the Jesus of experience force-
fully to the solid thinkers of our dav. It
also leaves him with a dozen entries in
his notcbook for future projects of study.
J. MARSHALL WALKER

Palestine is Our Business by Millar
Burrows (Westminster, $:.50). The au-

*See Son of Man and Suffering Servant,
E. A. McDowell, Broadman DIress, Nashville,
Tennessee, 1944, pp. 109-111,

30 (62)

thor of this book fcels strongly that
Zionism is wrong and that the Arabs of
Palestine have just cause for grievance.
He reviews briefly the historical factors
that led to the establishment of Isracl.
The book abounds in factual statements
about population and resources. The
staggering problem of immigration and
the sharp divisions in parties within the
Jewish population are treated in detail.
The author states that most Arabs living
in Palestine before the establishment of
Israel were farmers, not nomads living
in tents. He also states that the antag-
onism between Arabs and Jews is not
religious or racial, but primarily eco-
nomic and political.
J.N.

Flames of Empire by Peter Bourne
(Putnam, $3.50) is the story of Maxi-
milian’s tragic attempt to form an empire
in Mexico. It scems incredible that
Ravenel, the hero of the story, who has
no special training or experience in af-
fairs of state should have been sent on
such an important mission to the courts
of Europe. While the book is readable,
it is not one to command much respect,
though the part dealing with Maximilian
is historically true.

MRS. E. C. ROUTH

A Short History of Chinese Philos-
ophy, by Fung Yu-Lan, edited by Derk
Bodde (Macmillan, $5.00). This volume
claims to be the first English book to
give a complete and systematic account
of Chinese thought from Confucius to
the present. The book shows that
Chinese philosophy has concerned itself
with the same problems that Western
philosophy has faced through the cen-
turies, but that the Oriental approach is
very different from ours. According to
the tradition of Chinese philosophy its
function is not to increase positive knowl-
edge, but to clevate the mind of the per-
son engaged in the study of philosophv.
Its goal is “sageliness within and kingli-
ness without.” Since the book presents
the various currents of philosophy in
their historical settings, it also gives the
rcader an orientation in Chinese history
from the Shang dynasty 1766 B.C. to the
overthrow of the Manchus in 1911 and
the subsequent changes in the social,
cconomic, and political life of China.

J.N.

Alary by Sholem Asch (Putnam, $3.50).
This novel completes a trilogy begun
with the Nazarene and followed by the
Apostle. The story begins with Mary’s
girlhood in the little town of Nazareth.
The manner in which she accepts the
awesome role she is to play as the mother
of the Messiah, submissive yet unbe-
lieving, is heartbreaking in its tenderness
and devotion. There is more understand-
ing given to Mary in the early days of

Jesus concerning the mysterics of God's
plan for him than is apparent from the
Scriptures, and the author also gives
Mary a more dccisive part in the timing
of his revclations of himself as the
Saviour of the world than students of
the New Testament generally accept.
Great care and accuracy, however, are
observed in reporting the important
cpisodes. No attempt is made to explain
away the Virgin birth and resurrection,
From the beginning of his public min-
istry Jesus emerges as the central figure
and keeps it throughout the book.
Sholem Asch tells the story of Mary
beautifully and reverently. It is intensely
interesting and more smoothly written
(or translated) than the other books of
the trilogy.
MRS. JOSEF NORDENHAUG

The Work of the Holy Spirit, by
Walter Thomas Conner (Broadman,

2.25). This book shows that the work
of the Holy Spirit is to reveal Christ to
men. In simple language the nature and
function of the Holy Spirit are set
forth. Many misconceptions are exposed.
The author states that the Holy Spirit
is the Spirit of evangelism and misstons.
The book should be studied not only by
pastors, but by every Sunday school
teacher and young people’s leader.

J.N.

New Song in a Strange Land by
Esther Warner (Houghton Mifflin, $3.50).
The author has done a magnificent job
of translating the \West African country-
side into words so vivid that the reader
actually fecls the experiences are his own.
Miss Warner’s appreciation of the African
and his acceptance of her as a friend is
cvident in every story she tells of native
life in West Africa. This book is valu-
able for missionary appointecs as a sketch
of what to expect of Africa, however, it
is not recommended for general mis-
sionary information.

REES WATKINS

Promise and Fulfilliment by Arthur
Koestler  (Macmillan, $3.00) depicts a
wide range of knowledge of fact, charac-
ter, prospects and potentialities during
the past thirty-two years in that part of
Palestine now allocated to the Isracli
State. The author predicts factually the
influence on world conditions in the
future of Israel. Despite a vigorous, pic-
turesque English style, a strong Jewish
prejudice and prejudicial contempt for
Arabs is revealed.

w.o0.C.

Sing Out, Sweet Land by \Valter Kerr
(Walter H. Baker, $1.00) is a gay, lilting
musical comedy or operetta, with more
dialog than is usually found in such per-
formance. It is appropriate for the school
or civic auditorium but not for church

production.
MIRIAM J. ROBINSON
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BranTLEY, The Rev. and Mrs. Maurice
F., of Nigeria, arrived December 29 and
December 15 respectively for furlough
at 402 South Woodward Strcet, Talla-
hassce, Florida.

Bryant, The Rev. W. Howard, of
Chile, arrived December 19 by air to join
his wife on furlough at 1320 2nd Court
West, Birmingham, Alabama.

Craiciean, The Rev. and Mrs. W, E,,

have been transferred from Asuncion, to

Casilla 28, Encarnacion, Paraguay.

CurperpeRr, Mrs. Charles L., Jr., of
China, has moved from 1819 Audubon
Strect, to 3704 Cherry Street, New Or-
leans 18, Louisiana,

Freen1an, The Rev. and Mrs. 7. Paul,
have moved from San Lorenzo 1088, to
Estados Unidos 61, Tucuman, Argentina.

Garroway, The Rev. and Mrs.
Edward D., have moved from 46/1 Asoke
Lane, Watana, Bangkapi, to 86 Suri Sak
Road, Opposite Former German Lega-
tion, Bangkok, Siam.

Giuis, The Rev. and Mrs. C. O., of
Argentina, have moved from Tujunca, to
10256 O’Dell Avenue, Sunland, California.

Hawkins, Dorine, of Brazil, arrived
December 13, and is now a student at
Southwestern Baptist Thceological Semi-
nary, Fort Worth, Texas.

Haves, The Rev. and Mrs. A. E., left
Miami November 28 by air for Recife,
Brazil.

HickersoN, The Rev. and Mrs. Julius
R., Jr.,, have moved from Dallas, to Box
265, North Street Station, Nacogdoches,
Texas.

Licy, The Rev. George H., missionary
emeritus to Mexico, died November 27 at
Morelia, Mexico.

LaxNcLey, Vivian, of Nigeria, arrived
November 20 by air for furlough at
Camp Hill, Alabama.

Quartes, The Rev. and Mrs. L. C., of
Argentina, arrived December 13 by boat
for furlough at Hanover, Virginia, c/o
Mrs. J. R. Gravatt.

SivesoN, Blanche, of Brazil, arrived
November 27 by air for furlough at 529
South Third Street, Raton, New Mexico.

TiINKLE, Amanda, of Nigeria, has moved
from Scott, to 1321 Bishop Street, Little
Rock, Arkansas.

VErNoN, The Rev. and Mrs. Vance O.,
have been transferred from Amazonas, to
Caixa Postal 89, Belem, Para, Brazil.

WaroroN, Vada, of Argentina, arrived
December 13 for furlough at rorz East
Browning Street, Pampa, Texas.

West, Edith, left New York December
3 by boat for Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Wairten, The Rev. and Mrs. Charles
W.,, of Argentina, announce the birth
of Helen Frances, their first child,

for February 1950
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at Godoy Cruz, Mendoza, August 3.

WoorkN, Mary-Ellen, of Nigefia, has
arrived for furlough at 505 Echota Drive,
N. W.,, Atlanta, Georgia.

Latest News

Braw, The Rev. and Mrs. AL S., have
moved from General Urquiza 186, to
Calle Hipolito Yrigoyen 3168, Primer
Piso, Dpto. B., Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Crocker, The Rev. and Mrs. Gordon,
of Colombia, announce the birth of

Thomas Arthur, their first child, at AMe-
dellin, December 20.

Howarp, The Rev. and Mrs. Stanley
P., appointees for Japan, left San Fran-
cisco December zo for Yokohama.

Jacos, Mrs. Robert A., of China, now
on furlough at Franklin, Kentucky, lost
her father, Mr. G. Will Wright, Decem-
ber 13 at Franklin, Kentucky.

ScocaiN, The Rev. and Mrs. B. Elmo,
appointees for Israel, left New York
December 28 for Jerusalem.

VEerxoN, The Rev. and Mrs. Vance O,
of Drazil, announce the birth of Sue
Vernon, sccond child, second daughter,
at Belem, November 29.

West, Edith, has moved from Rua
Conde de Bomfim 743, to Rua Uruguay
532, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Dr. George H. Lacy was the last of
the veteran missionaries whose service
dates back beyond the revolution that
disrupted mission work in Mexico early
in this century. He stayed at his mission
task through trials that would have over-
whelmed a less staunch Christian, giving
Mexico forty-six of his eighty-one years.

When he was nineteen years of age,
Gcorge Lacy left his father's farm and,
with fifteen dollars to start the term,
entered Arkansas College. Reared in a
Presbyterian home, he later attended a
Presbyterian  theological seminary in
Columbia, South Carolina, and was
ordained to the ministry.

But the young preacher became a
Baptist and served as a Baptist pastor in
Texas before his appointment for mis-
sionary service. Meanwhile, he was mar-
ried to Miss Minnie Meck of Arkansas
on October 5, 1893. They, with their
four children, left Texas for Mexico on
May 14, 1903.

A fifth child was born to them the
following November. Then, slightly
more than a year later, the child died
and in the space of two wecks the other
four children followed. Contagion walked
the streets unrestrained by health laws
in those days. Mrs. Lacy did not know
that the disease which had taken the first
two children was scarlet fever and rushed
to the States with the other three. Before

she reached Mr. Lacy’s parents in

George Holcombe Lacy

m Memoriam

Borx October 13, 1868, Il Dorado, Arkansas ;

Diep November 27, 1949, Morelia, Mexico

Arkansas, the third child became ill and
she left the train at another Arkansas
town. When Mr. Lacy arrived from
Mexico his father met him with the
words: “George, I have some bad news
for you. The last one of your children
died an hour ago.”

“My dear, we will give it up and come
home,” Dr. Lacy said to his wife. But
she replied, “No, we have given our
children for Mexice, now we will go
back and give our lives.” And they did.

The next great testing time came dur-
ing the Mexican revolution. Once Dr.
Lacy was robbed by bandits and another
time his home was fired on by revolu-
tionists. When the missionaries were
forced out of Mexico entirely, they
transferred some of the Baptist institu-
tions into Texas and continued their
work. Dr. Lacy worked for a time with
the publishing house which was trans-
ferred from Leon, Mexico, to El Paso.

Mrs. Lacy died in 1933 and two years
later Dr. Lacy reached retirement age.
But he “retired” to Mexico and became
director of the G. H. Lacy Bible School
in Morelia, working with the Mexican
Baptist Convention. “He ate our food
and identified himself with us so com-
pletely that he often said, ‘we Mexicans,””
one of the Mexican nationals said of him.

Five more children were born to them
after the sudden death of the first five.
Two sons and two daughters survive.

G.G.
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BURKE-BUILT raoiror

//“ -ENCLOSURES or SHIELDS

N w Custom-built of finest Furni-

l!lgj/J ture steel Strongly construct-
ed Variety of colors Designed

. Write for efficient heating.
THE J. E. BYRKE COMPANY, Dept.F, Fond Du Lag, Wisconsin

™e 4a£/- A REAL KITCHEN NEED

C60K|NG it hangs on nm of pot between
SPOON shrrings. Made in 8 and 10 1n
length of stanless stee! Handle does not get hot.
Price $145 for set of two n gft box. If not sold
by your dealer we will send by parcel post direct.

SALESPECPLE WANTED EVERYWHIERE
f RO HO (K-STEWA Rt (0. 96 Harnis Cowst, Wortester, Mass.

buroit GOWNS

Fine materials, beautiful work,

pleasing low prices. Catalog and

§ samples on request. State your
needs and name of church.

DeMoulin Bros. & Co,
1202 S. 4th St., Greenville, III,

Weddin

SEND FOR
SAMPLES

& ;
\) C. OTT ENGRAVING CO.
X042 Chestnut St. Philadelphia 7, Pa.

, GOWNS

ORDER FROM THE
BAPTIST BOOK STORE
SERVING YOUR STATE
OR ASSOCIATION

INVITATIONS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

100 Engraved $13.50

including 2 sets of
envelopes

100 imitation Engraved
$5.00

Wormen, Turn Spare Time into Cash!

Make welcome extra money with glorious
Wallace Brown new Everyday
Cards. Up to 50c profit for you on sensational
$1.00 All-Occasion Assortment—16 exquisite
cards for Birthday, Get-Well. Baby-Birth,
Friendship, Sympathy, Anniversary.Friends,
others buy on sight! Boost your earnings
with 18 other fast-selling assortments and s

giftitems—Gift Wrappings, Plastics, Floral Stationery, Cuta *n Comic

Personal Notes, Birthday, Children’s Books, New Imported Floral
Napkins. Nationally Advertised] Mail coupon for Samples on approval,

WALLACE BROWN, INC.
225 Fifth Ave., Dept. H-54
New York 10, New York

~—————777777777° T
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Whither Communism in China?
(Continued from page 9)

been interested in assuming respon-
sibility for the progress of the nation.
That matter was left to the few who
were charged with the running of
the federal government. Here we may
expect a shift in interest. The Com-
munists will not be able to inspire
the spirit of nationalism, but they may
clear the ground for it.

Ancestor worship.  This practice
holds China chained to the past, prob-
ably, as nothing else does. It holds the
minds of men in fear and makes free-
dom of thought very difficult. Here
the soul is dwarfed and made blind
to the spirit of freedom. Communism
may strike a deadly blow to this
archaic superstition.

Village life. Eighty per cent of the
people of China live in the villages,
and they have been sadly neglected in
most of the reforms which have been
introduced into China. Even the
literate movement has not penetrated
far enough into the rural districts.
The Communists may clear the way
for the rural people of China to take
their rightful place in the future de-
velopment of China.

Education. Educational equipment
does not reach very far into the
country. The village people are the
last ones to receive help in their
schools, and so, for the most part,
they are left out. The Communists
will not be able to supply this equip-
ment. But what will be the spirit of
the new China? Will a majority of the
people leave to the minority the duty

and responsibility of the federal gov-
ernment? \Will the rural people re-
ceive the gospel of Christ in the new
day?

Sanitation. The village people have
had little help from the government
to fight disease and germs. Trachoma
is a frightfully painful disease which
comes from a lack of knowledge of
the simple facts of cleanliness and of
the elementary laws of sanitation. The
field of sanitation presents to the
Communists an important problem.

Overpopulation. There are too man
people for the jobs available. There-
fore the question of employment will
present a serious problem for the
Communists. If they try to solve it
by forcing the people to continue
hand labor, or with very small tools,
they will destine them to a very low
standard of living.

Superstition. There is extensive
superstition among the rural people,
and a great deal of idolatry. The Com-
munists, probably, will try to break
up such practice.

Communist rule over China may
not be long. The gospel of Christ has
made definite advances in China after
great upheavals. The next great event
will be the passing of the Communists
as a ruling class. Then a new situation
will prevail, and it will present, no
doubt, the greatest opportunity for
the preaching of the gospel of Jesus
Christ which men have had in any
century since the day of Pentecost.

'

Thanks ==

for the second
half million Gospels

With three PTL Evangelistic Teams preach-
ing and distributing God’s Word daily to thou-
sands of Japanese, half a million Gospels of
John can go quickly.
million are on the presses, thanks to your gen-
erous response to General MacArthur’s appeal.
A good start on the ten million he asked for.

A large supply of the complete New Testa-
ment in Japanese is now urgently needed. The
demand is tremendous. They will cost about
10 cents each to print.
or ten dollars, go as far in winning souls?
Consider—and pray.

% DOCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE capmite

‘/j 156 FIFTH AVENUE.NEW YORK 0.ny ¥ LUITHERSPbOﬂ BLDG. PHILADELPHIA T.PA.

Now the second half

Where will 10 cents,

Write to Dept. CS
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CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS

Publishers of
fine Bibles

since 1591

IN printing the

Bible no other publisher can claim such long,
continuous and distinguished service.

cAnezicare 44" FOLDING CHAIR

® Graceful design

o Comfortable, compact

® Easy-folding, quiet

® No hazards

® Strong, durable

¢ Formed plywood seat

® Baked-enamel metal parts
® Replaceable rubber feet
American *47''—Secat

ond back upholstered

with high-grade brown
imitction leather,

Write Department 134
AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY

354 Nelson St., S. W. 2930 Canton St.

All CAMBRIDGE BIBLES have been reduced
in price because of the devaluation of the
pound. Ask your bookseller to show you a
CAMBRIDGE BIBLE today.

*

There is no finer gift than a Bible. There
is no finer Bible than a CAMBRIDGE BIBLE.

51 Madison Avenue, New York 10

Atlanta 3, Ga. Dallas 1, Texas

12 types of space-saving steel racks
for wraps, vestments and choir robes. Both
stationary and portable types in sizes to fit
any space or capacity requirement.

Also racks with low adjustment

‘or primary depart- ]
ments and complete
“heckrooms.

Write for
Bulletin

| CH-110
VOGEL - PETERSON, CO.

624 So. Michigan Ave., Chicago S, lll.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES
FOR MISSIONARIES

Complete dependable service,

home or abroad for missionaries,

mission stations, missionary hospi-

tals, etc. Tell us your needs in med-

lcal and pharmaceutical supplies.
°

EXPORT OR DOMESTIC
[ J

SATISFYING SERVICE
FOR 105 YEARS

FREE
Let us send you copy of brochure,
"HIS Medicine Chest".Helpful, prac-
tical information you will welcome.

Catalog not Issued; Inquiries Solicited

BENDINER & SCHLESINGER, Inc.

CHEMISTS ond DRUGGISTS
Established 1843
THIRD AVENUE & TENTH STREET
NEW YORK 3, NEW YORK

Cable address: Benhof, N. Y.

MUSIC
Teacher

by wonderful improved
method. Simple as A, B,
C—a child can learn it.
Your lessons consist of
real selections instead of
tiresome exercises. When you finish one of these
delightfully easy lessons you’ve added a new
“piece’” to your list. You read notes, too—no
“numbers’ or trick music. Method is so thorough
that some of our 850,000 students are band and
orchestra LEADERS. Everything is in print and
pictures. First you are told what to do. Then a
picture shows you how to do it. Then you do
it yourself and hear it. In a few short months
you become a good musician—the life of every
party.

Free Print and Picture Sample

You may quickly become a fine player through
the U. S. School home study method. Mail
coupon for Free Book and Free Print and
Picture Sample. Please mention your favorite
instrument.

U. S. Scheol of Muslic,
622 Brunswick Bldg.,N.Y.10,N. Y.

it L T T T TP

U. S. School of Mausic,
622 Brunswick Bldg., N. Y. 10, N. Y.

:

[ ]

H

{ I am interested in music study, particularly
1 in the instrument checked below. Please
+ send your free illustrated booklet, ‘‘How
' to Learn Music at Home,” and the free
{ Print and Picture Sample.

! Piano Trumpet, Cornet

! Guitar Reed Organ
'
[ ]
[ ]
]
L]
]
i
[}
]
[}
]
1
]
1]

FREE
BOOKLET

Hawaiian Guitar Tenor Banjo

Violin Modern Elemen-

Piano Accordion tary Harmony

Saxophone Clarinet

NAME eicenertcctaccasacecsccsancasossosnons
(PLEASE PRINT)

Street ..eceeescccacscscccscssasscacesrcoan esee

(6113 PP Stat€iveeccacense

ﬁMW (VR WypsHIP ADS

Have your degJe, show you

the wide Yariety of
chore appolnnaeny e Tl

Church Bubleting

Scriptural—Artistically designed
) rge assortment—Self Selection
Lithographed—Special Days—General use
BE SURE TO GET OUR FREE CATALOG
“C” and SAMPLES

Ecclesiastical Art Press Lovisville 12, Ky.

Micchell 5322,

The strongest, handiest fold-\
ing table mode. For banquet, \/

church and school use, Write
for descripive folder.

MITCHELL MFG. COMPANY R

2748 S 3“|h St., Milwaukee 7, Wis.» X

..

Dept X

a

i

P_.. -




YR -

les. you are invited to accept any 2uo
of the splendid new books shown be-
low as your Membership Gift Book and
first free Bonus Book when you join our
book club! The Family Reading Club was

Why the ;[[Illg[/ ﬂem?}(zy 6/[[& offers to send you

ANY TWO

OF THESE

WITH MEMBERSHIP

founded to find books for the whole family
—books which are worthwhile, interesting
and entertaining without being objection-
able. Read, below, how the Club operates;
then mail the coupon today!

FAM!ILY READ'NS CLUB
GUARANTEE

Should any selection meet

THE GREATEST STORY
EVER TOLD

By Fulton Oursler

A reverent and faithful re-
telling of the ever-new,
everlasting story of Jesus of
Nazareth, bringing Him
and those whose lives were
entwined with His exciting-
ly close to the modern read-
er. "It is sweeping the
country like a tidal wave!”
says John B. Kennedy. Here
is an inspiring book for
every member of the family.
Publishzr’s edition, $2.95.

Funk & Wagnalls
COLLEGE STANDARD
DICTIONARY

The first basically dif-
ferent word guide in a
decade! Contains over
145,000 entries, 1,420
pages; measures 615"x
9Ls” in size. Beauti-
fully printed and
handsomely bound for
a lifetime of hard use.
A must volume for the

=rmanent home li-
brary! Publisher's edi-
tion, $5.50.

143 08¢ ENTRES
1908 MICIVRES

FATHER FLANAGAN
OF BOYS TOWN
By Fulton and
Will Oursler

Tather Flanagan founded
his Boys Home 32 years
ago in Omaha; today Boys
Town is an incorporated
village where over a thou-
sand boys live, work and
lcarn. Here is the true story
cf the man who built Boys
Town, warmly and beauti-
fully told . . . a superb book
you will read and reread.
Publisher's edition, $3.00.

Y

MAIL COUPON NOW!

TWO BOOKS FREE |

WITH MEMBERSHIP

FAMILY READING CLUB, DEPT. 2CS |
MINEOLA, NEW YORK I
Please enroll me in the Family Reading Club
and send me the two books 1 _have checked ]
below as my Membership Gift Book and first
Free Bonus Book:

[ The Greatest Story [0 Father Flonogan

Ever Told of Boys Town
O3 College Standard [ West of the
Dictionary Rill

[ Especially Fother O America Cooks

Each month you will send me a review of
the Club’s forthcoming selection—which 1 may
accept or reject as I choose. There are no mem-
bership dues or fees—only the requirement that
I accept a minimum of four Club selections
during the coming twelve months at only $1.89
each, plus postage and handling.

Mr.

Mrs...... seseaseesssesttsesescacscssassrasansesnes

Miss (Please Print) I

Street and Noeecccccoccosscccscsaccacnes esscscsssse l

City...... tecccscesscsscsslONCiocea.StalC ceacanans I
Age, if l

Occupation.ceeeecceccccccacsancns Under 21.......... I

Same price in Canada: 105 Bond St., Toronto Z-I

WEST OF THE HILL
By Gladys Hasty Carroll

Every real lover of adven-
ture and romance will be
enchanted by this heart-
warming story of a beauti-
ful young Maine girl and
her escape from grinding
poverty into the kind of life
she thought could be only
an impossible dream. Here
is 2 wew kind of love story
—the most brilliant novel yet
from one of the world’s
best-loved popular authors.
Publisher’s edition, $3.00.

EAcu MONTH publishers are invited to
submit books they believe will meet the
Family Reading Club standards. Our Board
of Editors then selects the book it can recom-
mend most enthusiastically to members.
These are the books which erery member of
your family can read—books to be read with
pleasure, remembered and discussed with de-
light, and retained in your home library with
pride. For instance, among recent books
which members obtained through the Fam-
ily Reading Club are such fine books as
“Peace of Mind” and Milton Cross’ “Com-
plete Stories of the Great Operas”—and such
outstanding fiction best-sellers as Elizabeth
Goudge’s “Pilgrim’s Inn” and Paul 1. Well-
man’s “The Chain.”

What Membership Means to You

There is no charge for membership in the
Family Reading Club beyond the cost of the
books themselves. You pay only $1.89 each
(plus postage and handling charge) for the
books you purchase after reading the book
review whicia will come to your home each
month. It is #ot necessary to purchase a book
every month—only four each year to retain
your membership. All selections are new,

with your disapproval in any gL
way, you may return it for 3
full credit within 30 days *
after you have received it. f

&2

ESPECIALLY FATHER
By Gludys Taber

What a clan the Taber family
was—especially Father! He was
a high-voltage man, a profes-
sor of geology by profession
but a student of life by talent.
Always rushing places, stormy-
tempercd yet sweet-natured,
here was a fascinating man to
have as a father—and Gladys
Taber writes his exciting story
in a way that will keep you on
the edge of your scat for hours!
Publisher’s edition, $3.00.

AMERICA COOKS
By the Browns

Contains over 1600
recipes — the finest
of each of the 48
states . . . from old-
fashioned favorites
to up-to-the-minute
taste sensations!
Clear directions
make it impossible
to go wrong. No
kitchen is complete
without this great
cook book. Publish-
er’s edition, $2.49.

FAVORITE REEIPES.
'ROM THE 48 SATES

THE BROWNS

complete, well-printed and well-bound; each
will be a real addition to your library. And
your books will be delivered to your door by
the postman—ready to read!

Free ““Bonus” Books

The Family Reading Club distributes 2
“Bonus” Book free for each four Club selections
you take. These books will meet the high Club
standards of excellence, interest, superior writing
and wholesome subject matter—and you can
build up a fine home library this way at no extra
expense. The purchase of books from the Club
for only $1.89 each—instead of the publishers
regular retail prices of $2.50 to $4.00—saves you
25%% to 359 of your book dollars. And when
the value of the Bonus Books is figured in, you
actually save as much as 509!

Join Now—Send No Money

If you believe in a book club which will ap:
peal to the finest instincts of every member ©
your family, let us introduce you to the Family
Reading Club by sending you jour choice of any
TWO of the book: shown above as your fre¢
Membership Gift Book and first free Bonus Book.
Just mail the coupon. However, as this unus
offer may be withdrawn at any time, we urs¢

you to mail the coupon NOW!

——FAMILY READING CLUB o MINEOLA, NEW YORK—
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