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r Like?

Is your church just a place to go on Sunday, or is it alive to the opportunities it has for taking the gospel of
Christ to the ends of the earth? You and the other members of your church cannot be greatly concerned about
the people of the world unless you know something about them. You cannot pray intelligently for Baptists

around the world unless you know something about their problems. Your world mission journal, The Commis-

sion, will bring the information and inspiration you need.

Here's what one subscriber did about this need in her church: “So few of the members of our church were taking
the wonderful magazine, The Commission, which tells of our great work and the needs of the world that |
thought if | could get them to take and read it, | would be rendering a great service to Christ's cause around
the world and also to our people; for usually if we know we can, and if we can we will do something about it.

I started to work on the subscription list, and in two Sundays | had a list of forty subscribers which | am enclos-

ing in this letter.”

The members of your church should have The Commission. Under the budget plan, ten or more subscriptions

may be had for six cents a copy per month, payable monthly or quarterly. Individual subscriptions are $1.00
for one year, or $2.00 for three years.

THE COMMISSION

P\.O. Box 5148 Richmond 20, Vil'gi]lill
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M..Theron Rankin:

FHe Carried a World in His Heart

By Ione Gray

is indescribable” was the

theme of hundreds upon
hundreds of telegrams which arrived
in Richmond immediately following
announcement of the death on June 27
of M. Theron Rankin, executive sec-
retary of the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board. He was everybody’s
personal friend as well as Christian
statesman, world citizen, and dedi-
cated servant of Southern Baptists.

Dr. Rankin lived so near the Lord
that he never knew he was great; he
was so much like the Lord that he
wasn’t interested in position. Perhaps
that’s why he didn’t want to be exec-
utive secretary of the Southern Baptist
Foreign Mission Board.

With the retirement of Dr. Charles
E. Maddry as executive secretary in
1944, Dr. Rankin was requested to ap-
pear before a committee of the For-
eign Mission Board to consider the

osition. For twenty-one years he had
served the Lord in China; and the de-
sire of his heart was to get back to
his work there. He, therefore, went
before the committee thinking, “It
will take me only ten minutes to con-
vince them that my place is in China.”

But before he was given an oppor-
tunity to persuade the committee, the
spokesman for the group told him a
story:

The committee of the Board had
met earlier to consider an execu-
tive secretary. It was the general

GCMY SENSE of personal loss

thought to be God’s man for the posi-
tion. Each piece of paper had the same
words: M. Theron Rankin.

“What could I say?” he asked Mrs.
Rankin when he returned home.

He was elected to the position on
D-Day and took over the new respon-
sibilities on January 1, 1945.

In exchanging China for the whole
world, Dr. Rankin expressed his ab-
solute faith in God: “I am grateful
that I do not have to measure the task
in terms of _my own capacities. I come
to this position with the assurance of
God’s support and strength. Christian
missions is his undertaking and he calls
his servants to work with him as they
serve in this enterprise.”

Missions was never a geographical
term to M. Theron Rankin; it was his
life. “We are a part of all the threat-
ening issues confronting the world
today,” he once said. “The human de-
mands of life are the same every-
where. When millions of human
beings are asking for a place to sleep,
for something to wear, we face the
problem of a humanity too precious
to neglect and an adventure too thrill-
ing to miss.”

HE THIRD son and fourth child

of Milledge Whitfield and Emma
Croxton Rankin, M. Theron was born
at Newberry, Couth Carolina, in 1894.
Working to pay his expenses, he at-
tended Furman University one year
and was graduated from Wake Forest
College in 1918. He was ordained to

the ministry in 1914 and served as stu-
dent pastor of four North Carolina
churches.

He received the master of theology
degree from Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Louisville, Ken-
tucky, in 1921 while he was serving
as pastor in Simpsonville. He was ap-
pointed a missionary to China the
same year.

Miss Valleria Greene, born in Can-
ton, China, to Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries, became his bride in 1922,
They had met in Louisville while she
was attending \Woman’s Missionary
Union Training School. The wedding
took place in China where she had
preceded him as a missionary. Mrs.
Rankin taught in the woman’s training
school and Dr. Rankin was professor
and later pre51dent of Graves Theo-
logical Seminary in Canton. Two
daughters, Page and Mary Lee, were
born there.

After a term of service in the
Orient, Missionary Rankin spent his
furlough at Southern Seminary and
earned his doctor of phllosophy de-
gree. He received honorary doctorates
from Union University, William Jew-
ell College, Baylor University, Wake
Forest College, and Oklahoma Baptist
University.

In 1935 the Foreign Mission Board
elected Dr. Rankin secretary for the
Orient to supcrwsc Southern Baptist
mission work in China and Japan. In
1939 he represented Chinese Baptists
at the International Missionary Con-

ference, Madras, India.
When the United States en-

| agreement of the group that a

‘1 staff member would not be
chosen. (Dr. Rankin was then
the Board’s secretary for the
Orient.)

But the men prayed for the
Lord’s lcadcrship and each was
asked to write on a piece of
paper the name of the person he

(226)
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tered World War II, he was
captured by the Japanese and
imprisoned for nine months at
Stanley Internment Camp, Hong
Kong. There again he proved
the caliber of his consecration.
“During those months without
sufficient clothing and hardly
any food we got down to the

You are going out where the only cer-
tainty is uncertainty. But you are walking
out on God’s grace, and the gain so far
outweighs the loss that it is a credit ex-
perience. You have little to lose which
can be taken away from you; you are
gaining that which can never be taken
away from you.—M. Theron Rankin, in
charge to missionary appointees

THE COMMISSION




bare realities of life,” he recalled. “I
realized for the first time that the true
realm of reality lies within our spirits
and the qualities within ourselves. The
hunger and hardships revealed our
character. As long as you have quality
of character, you may lose everything
else and still have the one thing that
counts.”

For six months in 1942, while a
prisoner of war, Dr. Rankin was vice-
chairman of the American Communal
Council of the internment camp and
was, thus, responsible for the welfare
of fellow missionaries. He was re-
patriated in September, 1942.

BEFORE and following the death
of Dr. Rankin, many people de-
scribed him as a2 “man with a world
inside his heart.” VWe first heard the
words from Mrs. Rankin when she
said of her husband, “Theron is just
an ordinary man with a world inside
his heart.”

It was early in 1951 when she used
the expression; and at that time she
was especially concerned because the
world Theron Rankin loved had been
steeped in uncertainty for a long time,
and his heart was heavy over prob-
lems concerning what appeared to be
the tragic closing of doors of oppor-
tunity to missionaries in China.

However, Dr. Rankin’s unfaltering
faith in God and his confidence in
people kept him optimistic in the face
of gravest problems and made him an
inspiration to those of lesser spiritual
strength. “\Ve haven’t lost in China,”
he often said. “We can’t lose what
God himself has accomplished.”

In February, 1951, when Dr. Rankin
reccived the cablegram announcing
the death of Dr. William L. Wallace
in a communist prison, he related the
sad news to the home office staff in
regular 10:00 o’clock chapel and read
the words which had come to him
when he had walked through the gates
of Stanley Internment Camp, himself a
prisoner. They were from 2 Corin-
thians 4:7-14.

Dr. Rankin again expressed com-
plete trust in God at the March, 1951,
meeting of the Foreign Mission
Board when he said of the death
of Bill Wallace: “Bill Wallace’s
witness of God’s love in Christ
has been made immortal. Com-
munism will beat itself to
picces against the indestructible
strength of such love. ... When
God undecrtakes to make a su-
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perlative witness of his love he chooses
a superlative character to make such
a witness. This he did when he chose
Jesus, his Son, to make his witness
through the cross. In our day God has
chosen Bill Wallace to make a super-
lative witness.”

Perhaps Dr. Rankin understood bet-
ter than any other Southern Baptist
just why Bill Wallace had stayed in
China when he might have come
away. For he, himself, was in China
serving as secretary for the Orient
when World \War Il threatened. The
Foreign Mission Board suggested that
he come home; but he replied, “My
place is in China.”

Later the Board told him he was
needed at home. Again he replied,
“My place is in China.” Then, finally,
when the Board suggested that he
might be imprisoned and might even
lose his life, he responded with a sen-
tence which has become classic among
Southern Baptists: “It may be that
some of us will have to die for Christ
in this generation.”

T WAS in the heart and mind of
Theron Rankin that the Advance
Program of Southern Baptists was
born. He found when he took up his
duties as executive secretary in 1945
that a limited number of mission vol-
unteers and a meager overseas budget
had frozen the number of missionaries
at about five hundred.

He couldn’t stand still when the
world needed Christ; but he was too
farseeing to take a short cut. He began
building a foundation. To his intimate
knowledge of the Orient he added a
working knowledge of missions in
Africa, Europe, the Near East, and
Latin America. He studied the home
field, too, and dared believe that
if somebody would challenge the
churches of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention to tackle the work of Chris-
tian education and evangelism as a
global task, they would be better
churches.

Remembering the national record of
1942-1945, he said: “The American
people just played around at the job

Lord, save us from small self-centered
thinking and planning. Enlarge our ca-
pacities of compassion and comprehen-
sion. Make us large in soul and spirit.
Give us a vision of what we can do, and
implant within us the devotion to fulfil
that vision.—M. Theron Rankin

of winning a world war until they
were given a colossal task. When they
realized they had to equip all the
Allies in order to win, they amazed
even themselves with the results. Bap-
tists are like that; they’ll piddle at the
job of world evangelizatdon until
doomsday unless they begin to see
that a church of any size can be world-
wide in scope if it has a world pro-
gram.”

Dr. Rankin and his associates spent
the first three days of 1948 in a hotel
room in a small Virginia town, work-
ing out a program of advance, station
by station, country by country. After
that he presented the Advance Pro-
gram to the Foreign Mission Board.
Then the plan for world advance was
unanimously adopted by the Southern
Baptist Convention in May, 1948.

In 1949 the Convention adopted a
program of advance for its entire
work. “That the World May Know,”
the driving purpose of Dr. Rankin’s
own life, became one of three slog ins
adopted by Southern Baptists. 1he
others, “Every Baptist a Tither” and
“Fifty-Fifty by 1950,” were adopted __
by the Convention for the purpose of 48
getting the contributions necessary for{
advancement.

The work did advance until at the
time of Dr. Rankin’s death there were
913 Southern Baptist missionaries in
thirty-two countries of the world.
But his dream was 1,750 missionaries.

Dr. Rankin believed in Southern
Baptists; but his heart was often
broken over the gap between what
was possible and what was being done
by them for the world. “WVill God
pass Southern Baptists by as he moves
on, seeking those who will dare to
follow him out into today’s world?”
he asked in an article in the July, 1953,

N

issue of The Conmuission. .

R. RANKIN was touched with
genius. His genius was not al-
ways recognized as such because of its
disciplined and controlled form.
Above all he had character—and
character like his is also genius. The
influence which he unconsciously and
unintentionally exerted upon
others was a by-product of his
quiet personality which had its
foundation in integrity. Gentle
as a child, he could also be as
firm as a rock. Though he al-
ways kept an open mind, he was
entirely uncompromising on any
(Please turn the page)
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matter of principle. At the same time
he was very tolerant and forgiving.

M. Theron Rankin was completely
honest with himself and could, there-
fore, be honest with others. He often

rayed, “Lord, save us from pre-
tense.” When you knew him you just
couldn’t be cheap in his presence. The
fifty-six of us who had the privilege
of being fellow workers with him at
the home office lost, not a “boss,” but
a leader and close personal friend on
June 27.

Dr. Rankin was an extraordinary
combination of knowledge and wis-
dom and intuition and judgment. He
read widely, though selectively. He
appreciated most those books whose
authors presented a new application
of truth to the day in which we live.
His mind tackled the ideas presented
and went straight to the heart of them,
ferreting out the true from the false.

His respect for and patience with
those of different opinions were pro-
fouad; but his own personal convic-
tions were rooted in experience and
consistent growth. Upon hearing of
his death, a leader of another denomi-
nation wrote the Foreign Mission
Board:

“Though it has been a matter for
regret that our paths have not lain so
near together in these past three years,
it has been a great comfort to think
from time to time of Theron working
away in all his integrity and devotion
to the cause of foreign missions to do
what he thought was right in spite of
any personal sacrifice involved.”

Dr. Rankin’s love for history and his
study of it when a young man contrib-
uted to his understanding of world af-
fairs and gave him an unusual grasp on
the world situation. Over a period of

N\ two years of bedside reading alone he

read an entire seven-volume set of
books on world history.

During the fourteen years that he
spent teaching in the seminary in
Canton, he did regularly planned
reading and study over a wide field.
He ordered books at least twice a
year along lines of planned study and
reading. The store of information that
he built up during those years served
as a treasure house of information and
resource material in the years of ad-
ministrative work when he was not
able to carry on planned reading and
study.

Dr. Rankin had a remarkable head
for figures. Although he dealt with
large sums of money he never forgot

4 (228)

Hynn: “He Leadeth Me”
years of service)

of the Mission)

ture passages)
versi
SILENT PRAYER

Wayland College choir
BEeNEDICTION

Memorial Service

Recife, Brazil
July 2, 1953

(The following is an outline of a memorial service conaucted by Dr.
Everett Gill, Jr., during sessions of the North Brazil Mission at the bour
which the Mission bad set for an address by Dr. Rankin. It was while
taking a routine physical checkup in preparation to leaving for South
America that Dr. Rankin learned he bad leukemia.)

Praver: By L. L. Johnson (retiring after thirty-cight
Respoxsive Reabing: Led by E. M. Treadwell, president

StaTeEMENT on the life of Dr. Rankin
ScripTURE: John 17 (one of Dr. Rankin’s favorite Scrip-

Soro: “Beautiful City,” by Gerald Le Pere, Baylor Uni-
Trisute: By Everett Gill, Jr., secretary for Latin America

Quartet: “It Is Well with My Soul,” by memoers of

that they were the dimes, quarters,
and dollars from hundreds of thou-
sands of individuals and that they
were dedicated to the service of hu-
man beings in all parts of the world.

His hard-hitting logic was evi-
denced in conversation or in addresses
before groups—large or small. He was
powerfully convincing.

OON AFTER coming to Rich-

mond I tried to learn something
of the prayer life of Dr. Rankin. A
member of the Richmond staff who
had known him much longer than 1
said, “It seems to me that he lives in
constant companionship with the
Lord.” Mrs. Rankin told me that since
their home was established they had
maintained a family prayer time each
morning.

However, I finally reached the con-
clusion that the entire life of M. The-
ron Rankin was a prayer. What he
said and did and was is expressed best
in his own definition of prayer:

“Prayer is the means by which we
associate ourselves with God. In true
prayer we are not just asking God for
objective gifts, for something which
God can give us, separate and distant
from himself. We associate oursclves
with his will and plans; we become a

part of what he plans to do among
men. The power and wisdom of God
operates in and through us to accom-
plish his will. Thus, we are promised
that whatsoever we ask in his name,
that is in keeping with what he is, we
shall receive 1t.”

Because M. Theron Rankin lived his
life within the plan of God, the
knowledge that he was going to die
brought no major changes in his ac-
tivity. He was at his desk at Board
headquarters when he learned he had
an illness of which medical science has
not found the cause or the cure. He
hung up the phone and went to the
chapel where he led the staff in morn-
ing devotions.

Less than three weeks later and
just after he learned his illness was
acute, he attended the June meeting
of the Foreign Mission Board as usual,
giving his report and charging new
missionary appointces to “love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy
mind” and “thy neighbour as thyself.”

If the measure of a man’s greatness
is what he leaves behind to grow,
Theron Rankin was truly great. The
power and radiations of that greatness
will continue their influence “unto the
uttermost part of the earth.”

THE COMMISSION
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M. Theron Rankin:

FHe Was Christian

By J. B. Weatherspoon

(Part of the Funeral Message)

N speaking of Dr. M. Theron Rankin one need
not aim at eulogy. The facts and spirit of his lifc
carry their own eulogy. Our purpose, therefore,

is simply to intcrpret a few of the central qualities of
his spirit as he lived among us and led in the enter-
prise committed to him.

The first thing that must be said about him 1is that
he was Christian. He was not content with being a
Christian in name, but sought to become increasingly
Christian in spirit. The first passage of Scripture that
came to my mind when I heard of his passing was the
Beatitudes in which our Lord sct forth the high qual-
ities of the servants of the kingdom of God. Con-
scious of the limitations of human endeavor, Dr. Ran-
kin sct himself with greater purpose than many to
travel that high road toward the goal set by our Lord
as he said, “Blessed. . . . Blessed. . . . Blessed.”

“Blessed are the poor in spirit”—thosc who are
wholly dependent upon God, having no sense of
sufficiency or worth in themselves.

“Blessed are they that mourn”—who cannot walk
without concern, or nonchalantly, in a world like
ours, but feel the pangs of sorrow for humanity’s sin
and suffering.

“Blessed are the meck”—men who are confident
and controlled under high principles, who refuse to
be thrown off balance or turned aside, who will not
be defeated but persist in the calm pursuit of life’s
divine ends.

“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness”—men who long for goodness, whose
food and drink is to be righteous and do right in the
will of God.

“Blessed are the merciful”—who transcend justice,
whose measure is man’s deserts, and act in love, whose
measure is the needs of men and whose purpose is to
reclaim and redeem.

“Blessed are the pure in heart”—in whose spirit
there is no guile, no shadow of duplicity, but single-
ness of purpose and unashamed transparency.

“Blessed are the peacemakers”—who see the evil of
alienation, contention, strife, and war, and see them-
selves as ministers of reconciliation between God and
man and men with one another.

for September 1953

“Blessed are they which are persecuted for right-
eousncss’ sake”—men who in their loyalty to God
accept rejection and suffering in the spirit of the cross

b b
of Christ, who count themselves as God’s c.\'pcndables
in the redemption of the world.

These high qualities are not obtained without pur-
ose and dedication. They are the work of God in
the soul. Those of us who knew Al Theron Rankin
well saw these blessed qualitics in a measure not given
to many; but we saw also the secret of his moral
strength in his devotion to Jesus Christ.

In a conversation not many days before his passing,
Dr. Rankin dwelt upon the wonder of the Incarnation
in which God in his infinite power and grace crossed
the gulf between Deity and humanity in Jesus Christ
withourt the sacrifice of essential Deity and without
making his humanity unreal.

The Incarnation was the revival of hope. The pur-
pose of the Incarnation was the challenge to faith. To
respond to it in full devotion is life, the only life that
is life indeed. Looking at Dr. Rankin’s faith and the
life that he lived among us, I think we must say that
he was Christian in spirit.

Never did he speak with greater conviction and

ower than when he used as his text, “The love of
Christ holds us in its grip.” As he sought to lead our
denomination to a greater foreign mission enterprise
that was his starting point.

Theron Rankin was confident that if we would
only yield ourselves to the grip of Christ advance
would follow. In the grip of Christ the testimony of
the Christian and the church would be made strong
and the enterprise of the church would neverrest. ...

Theron Rankin was a missionary. His actions were
always that of a quiet man under the order of
Christ. ...

Theron Rankin was an apostolic voice. He was con-
scious of membership in the whole human race. He
was a member of his denomination; but he held his
faith as one to be spread abroad....

Theron Rankin was a voice of optimism. He was
not always confident about the present gencration,
but he was confident in the advance of Christianity.

(229) 5
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M. Theron Rankin:

He Led the Advance

Here are a few excerpts from the many messages
the Foreign Mission Board and the family of Dr.
Rankin received immediately following his death.

E REJOICE in what God did
Wthrough Dr. Rankin for world

redemption. We know he
shares more now than ever before in
the Saviour’s great redemptive under-
taking. May God move Southern Bap-
tists to carry forward the advance.

Our entire Convention and the
world sorrow with all of you in Rich-
mond and are the poorer for Dr. Ran-
kin’s homegoing. It seems so recently
we saw and heard him in Houston.
Then yesterday’s mail brought the
July issue of The Conmission with his
maszccful appeal, “Do Southern Bap-
tists Dare Follow God?”—probably
his last word to us. Surely God guided
his pen as he wrote this last message
to us. \What a world vision he carried
in his heart and how hard he tried to
pull us along and up to see it. I once
read a tract on the cost of leadership
in which the author said one price a
leader pays is loneliness; for a leader
travels ahead and alone much of the
time. Surely Dr. Rankin traveled years
ahead of any of us.

Perhaps God will use Dr. Rankin’s
death as a challenge to Southern Bap-
tists to dare to follow God as he had
challenged us. May we have courage
and faith to follow through the “open
door” of world need and opportunity.

Dr. Rankin’s life will be an abiding
inspiration and challenge to all.

His scrvice to the kingdom of God
will be a lasting memorial to him.

A great missionary statesman has
fallen while planning great advances
in giving the gospel to others. He was
loved and honored by his missionaries.
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His judgments always seemed right.
Decisions were unprejudiced.
L] L] *

We rejoice in Theron Rankin’s life.
We rcjoice in his death in Christ. We
long to share this hour with an appre-
ciation of his continuing greatness for
God’s kingdom.

L J * [ ]

The homegoing of Dr. Rankin hurt
so at first. But when I realized he was
at rest after giving his life for missions,
I was no longer in tears. I could think
of no other way to let Mrs. Rankin
and the family know how much I ap-
preciated their loved one than to send
a check to be used toward the work
he and Mrs. Rankin loved so much.

L 4 [ ] *

It says here in the paper that Dr.
Rankin is dead; but they have made a
mistake. This great missionary isn’t
dead. He has just gone home.

[ ] [ ] [ ]

How like Paul was he!

a new day.

Christian Home

The home in which M. Theron Rankin was reared was a house
of prayer. His father and mother dedicated their children to God
from before their birth, and often they asked God to call some of
their five sons into the ministry. (There were also two daughters.)

When Theron was a seminary student at Louisville and Manly
was a college student at Wake Forest, their father and mother were
burdened with a deep concern that the two should find and follow
the will of God in their lives. They prayed one night, apparently the
whole night, finally receiving assurance and repose in the dawn of

Joy filled their hearts a few days later when they received in the
same mail a letter from Manly announcing his call to preach and
one from Theron announcing his call to be a foreign missionary,
each without the other’s knowledge, and both dating their calls from
that night their parents spent in prayer.—Hight C Moore

He was the greatest man 1 ever
knew. His life of triumphant Chris-
tianity was a great personal inspira-
tion to me.

Our decp grief is relicved only by
the realization of his noble life and
immeasurable service.

His influence on our lives was per-
manent. Somechow in him we found
an inspiration for our own dedication.

L ] [ L ]

Dr. Rankin’s vision and devotion to
the cause of Christ and world missions
has made an indelible impression upon
Southern Baptists. I shall never forget
the challenge he gave us at the April
meeting of the Foreign Misston Board
that we fail not Christ in this our un-
paralleled hour of opportunity.

His noble missionary heart em-
braced all peoples of all races in all the
world. May the vision and spirit which
characterized his great life be ex-
pressed by Southern Baptists in in-
creasing measure.

L J [ [ ]

His life will continue to bear fruit
for God as few who have lived on this
earth.

[ ] [ ] [ ]

His consecrated life, missionary pas-
sion, and marvelous intellect made
him a perfect leader. His contribution
in the field of Christian missions is un-
surpassed.

[ ] [ ] [ ]

It had never been my privilege to
know Dr. Rankin well until last sum-
mer when he visited Jerusalem. As he

(Please turn to page 28)

THE COMMISSION

’

ey w v e = e ey

e




Out Beyond

By George William Greene

Up until a few hours before his death, Dr. M. Theron Rankin
was conscious of the approaching deadline on his copy for this
page of The Commission. Ie did not regain enough strength to
write it or to dictate. it. Here his brother-in-law interprets
what he believes to be Dr. Rankin’s ideas for his editorial.

Milledge Theron Rankin went

“Out Beyond”—to use words
that had been much in his thoughts
for several days. For him, I am con-
vinced, the words meant much more
than that experience which he shared
with millions in the common lot of
mankind. For him, the expression
symbolized more than the prospective
“well done” which he trusted was to
be his reward in that experience.

With M. Theron Rankin, “Out Be-
yond” stood, in his thinking, for his
humble and contrite scarch for a
fuller and more meaningful under-
standing of his God and of the fact of
God in Christ. He was unwilling to
be hampered by the verbalizations
passed on to him by others and was
completely unafraid of where that
search, guided by the Holy Spirit of
God, might lead him.

Why do I say this? Listen a mo-
ment.

From June 16 until June 23 our
families had been together on the
Potomac River. (Never will we cease
to be grateful to Dr. and Mrs. Theo-
dore F. Adams for making this visit
possible by the loan of their beautiful
riverside cottage to us.) Tuesday
night, June 23, was spent at the Ran-
kin home in Richmond.

As our custom was, Theron and I
discussed the world and its problems
—religious, social, and political. We
also exchanged views with regard to
the universe of our senses and our
conclusions concerning it.

Most of all, however, this time The-
ron’s mind scemed to be centered
upon the realm of the spirit. In so far
as our finite minds could do so, and
limited by the restrictions of language

ON JUNE 27, 1953, at 6:15 a.m.,
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in communicating with each other,
we attempted to clarify our deepest
convictions and what we recognized
were our inadequate concepts con-
cerning ultimate reality. Actually the
universe as we knew it became merely
a tool to be used as an analogy, not
for proof purposes, but as an aid to
the communication of ideas.

The observation with which the
above paragraph closes was not mine
alone, but was also shared by Mors.
Rankin and Mrs. Greene as they over-
heard us talking. We have discussed it
since Theron departed his body and
we have wondered about its signifi-
cance.

N Wednesday morning, June 24,

as Theron and I walked down the
stairs of his home together, he turned
to me and said, “Bill, I have an idea
that 1 want to discuss with you.” Be-
fore we separated at ¢:30 o’clock, he
talked at some length about what he
had in mind, expressing himself clearly

One Reason?

A few days before the death of Dr.
M. Theron Rankin, someone ot Foreign
Mission Board headquarters ran across a
letter from Milledge Whitfield Rankin, fa-
ther of the executive secretary.

Enclosed with the letter, dated January
8, 1891, was $10.40—money for twelve
subscriptions to The Foreign Mission Jour-
nal, predecessor to The Commission, and
$6.80 in contributions for foreign missions.

One of the subscriptions was for the
home into which M. Theron was born
almost three and one half years later.
Could it be that this touch with the world
helped to produce the great missionary
statesman who died on June 272

o g

M. Theron Rankin

and in unequivocal terms. My feeling
was that he was thinking out loud
preparatory to writing an article to be
entitled “Out Beyond.”

When T next saw my sister, Mrs.
Rankin, she told me that Dr. Rankin
called repeatedly for “lone” so that he
mighe tell her of his thoughts. But un-
fortunately Miss Gray was away. |
offered to try to pass the story on to
her, but Mrs. Rankin asked me to
write it myself. This I now attempt.

Man, in his quest for ever greater
speed in the air, found that, as he
approached the speed of sound, ter-
rifying things happened to him and to
his plane. It was freely prophesied
that it was impossible to exceed the
speed of sound in any man-made con-
trivance.

Dire consequences were predicted
for anyone foolhardy enough to at-
tempt higher speeds; and the predic-
tions proved to be accurate in many
such attempts. The term “sound bar-
rier” was coined and for many that
became the final answer. Higher
specds were deemed to be unattain-
able. It was all so clear: “a ‘barrier’
can only be ‘crashed’ through; no air-
plane can ‘crash’ anything and still
continue in flight; therefore, it is ob-
viously uscless to talk about exceed-
ing the speed of sound. Q.ED.”

UT there were those among us

who refused to be daunted by
such verbal logic. They felt the call of
“out beyond” with results that are
now clear. No matter to them that cer-
tain principles of long standing suc-
cessful operation had to be modified
and perhaps in some cases had to suf-
fer reversal. The former principles

(Please turn to page 31)
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of love offcrm«rs at Christimas
time is released and we bow our
hearts in gratitude to the “Father of
our Lord _]csus Christ, of whom the
i whole family in heaven and earth is
named.” As “labourers together with
God,” you also are missionaries inter-
national, sharing through your gifts
the privilege of presenting the power

of God to people near and far.
Intelligence and experience agree
, that those to whom you send salvation
and service arc “no more strangers
and foreigners, but fellow-citizens . . .
of the household of God.” No longer
do we recognize onc another as for-
cigners, but as members of the great

family of God.

More than monetary is vour per-
sonal participation in missions inter-
national. Manv prospective and many
real “fellowcitizens . . . of the housc-
hold of God” are in the States.
need not even leave your home town
to be a foreign missionary—omissionary
international, 1 mean. In the colleges
and universities near you therc are
thousands of young people from over-
seas. In business and industry there are
hundreds more, who work while they
wait for a safe return to their lost

homes. Waiting is wearisome.

S Ov crshadowmq both of these
’\)$ oups are clouds invisible to many
mericans whose minds have not been
/ conditioned to recognize the tempest

of thoughts that trouble their hours

by day and their dreams by night.
Manv a Chinese youth in the States
today has not reccived any letter or
message from home in three to five
years. “The march of time places their
fathers and mothers further along the
trail to the twilight of their days.

They want to go home again before

it is too late. Thev yearn for the ad-

vice from their parents whose wisdom
they intuitively respect.

The uncertain future of their home-

land prohibits their pursuing any defi-

O nite plan for their pilgrimage of life.

In their mental search for security

TODAY is May Day. T he report

e . e — - =
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By Inabelle Graves Coleman

Missionary Inabelle Coleman (left). writer of this article. was a

international”

“miscionary

when she was in the States. This picture, made at Ridgecrest

Baptist Assembly in 1951, chows her visiting with a foreign student.

there is no source for creating cer-
tainty and conclusions. Paradoxically,
however, out of this maelstrom of
mental frustration, they appear poised,
quiet, and sclf-sufficient. “Do not
trouble others with your problem” is
one of the dignitics of the Chinese.

None of these, however, will ap-
preciate pity. They are embarrassed
by gilded palaver and exaggerated at-
tenton. They are merely normal
voung people preferring to be ac-
cepted as such instead of being stared
at as if they had escaped from Mars
or flown in from some strange un-
known world. Basically, these young
people are no'different from American
vouth subjected to similar experiences.
Even their customs are far less strange
than most people imagine.

O\'CE a Chinese girl urged me to
tell the American people that
Chinese wear the same type of under-
clothes for comfort that the Ameri-
cans do. She was weary of being asked
about her clothes; if she sat on chairs
at home; and if she slept on a bed.
“What do they expect?” she asked
me. “Do they think we slecp hanging
on a wooden peg?”

They are further embarrassed by
motion pictures and slides that show
only the poverty, grime, and 1gnor-
ance of their country. If we were in
London or Paris and were to sce, un-
der the caption “Strewn About,” a
drab, dcprcssmg pxcturc depicting the
worst slum section in the States, we
would feel like standing up and say-
ing: “This is not America. We have
some slums, but we also have Awmerica
the Beautiful.”

There are beauties in China. Many
of the Chinese students in the States
have experienced in former days more
culture, more ch'lrmmg surroundings,
and more consideration from their
loved ones than the average American
has. Sensitive to beauty, innately
thoughtful, and trained to be faithful
to confidence and duty, they are in-
teresting and likable. Furthermore,
they are friendly and cherish friend-
ships.

They need Christian friends. They
miss their homes and C\pCI‘lCl‘lCC more
pleasure from a few hours in a a Chris-
tian home than the hostess could ever
imagine. To feel that he is a part of a
family circle and to share in the re-
laxing sensc of sccurity that family life
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Foreign Students
In U.S. Total 34,000

NEW YORK, June 5—(AP)—The number
of foreign students now studying at col-
leges and universities in the United States
total 34,000—3,000 more than last year.

This was reported yesterday in an an-
nual census by the committee on friendly
relations among foreign students. It gave
these top figures: 4,636 students from
Canada; 2,611 from China; 1,371 from
Germany.

contributes to its members can save a
lonely bewildered student from sul-
cide.

For him to observe Christianity in
action, as well as to receive a clear ex-
planation of the way of truth and to
God, will not only lead him to the re-
birth but also to an eagerness to tell
the members of his own family and
his friends. One such Christian re-
turned student can do more to evan-
gelize his own pcoplc and to promote
Christian ethics in human relationships
in business and in every walk of life
than ten missionaries can ever do.

To condition the internationals to
this purpose is the inescapable respon-
sﬂnht} and pracncal prmlcnc of every
Christian American. Their witness
will begin cven before they leave the
States.

AMONG the letters I have received
during the six months since I ar-
rived in Taipch is one from a Chinese
student whom I met at Ridgecrest
during the Baptist Student Umon Re-
treat of 1951. On hearing that I had
left the States for this lSl'lnd he wrote
his voungest sister, who had “refu-
geed” here from the mainland, and
enclosed a letter addressed to me.

This message of introduction of his
collcgc girl sister urged me please to
win her to Christ. Ile had tried by
letters. But she needed personal con-
ferences, more teaching, and prayers.
She was baptized on Faster Sunday.

Another letter came from a BS.U.
sccretary and her young Chinese doc-
tor friend whom she had recently won
to Christ. Knowing that her parents
had never favored Christianity, the
young Christian hesitated to be bap-
tized withour their consent. She feared
that her request by letter might fail.

It was a happy afternoon for me
when I climbed up to their home on
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the mountain overlooking Green Lake
and felt the glow of their appreciation
of my interest. Their consent was sin-
cere. Their interest is genuine. The
father is a VIP in the national legisla-
turc. The mother is dean of a girls’
middle school. That B.S.U. sccretary
is a wissionary international.

Conversely, a young doctor and in-
structor in the National Taiwan Hos-
pital told us of his wife’s being in the
States, where she is preparing herself
to be a better doctor. A letter to a
friecnd of God near her university
opened the opportunity for an Ameri-
can Bible teacher to become a wiis-
sionary international. Every Sunday
she drives by the hospital and takes
this Chinese doctor friend to her
Bible class and to the worship service.

Consistently she is tutoring her, not
only in the Bible bur also in the
American ways and customs. This
voung pcdmtrlcs specialist has already
become an intelligent Christian, while
her husband, who is still in Taipeh,
has found Christ as his Saviour, teo.
When they meet again, they will meet
as a Christian husband and Christian
wife to build a Christian home.

Many missionary socicties have pre-
pared the layette for a Chinese baby
born of student parents in the Statcs.
Twice has one Christian mother paid
in advance for the hospitalization of
voung Chinese mothers and their first
babies. Many homes have opened their
doors to students during their vacation
days.

“She let me use her sewing machine
so I could repair my dresses and make
a few new ones for next term,” wrote
one happy Chinese student. “I learned
to cut the hedge and to mow the grass,
but washing dishes was easier,” said
an overseas graduate student, who
learned and admired the American
conception of labor onmia vincit (la-
bor overcomes all things). The dean
of a college made the wedding dress
for her dormitory daughter from
China.

Nearly two hundred overscas stu-

dents were the supper guests of a uni-
versity Baptist church, and all of them
were offered friendship and a per-
sonal contact that led to further invi-
tations into choice Christian homes.
Perhaps nowhere in America are stu-
dent internationals so safe and happy
as the vast group in this large state
university.

When 1 was on their campus last
year, many of these students told me
of their profitable hours in Baptist
homes of that small town: One had
experienced a grief and anxiety that
caused his hair to gray within a few
days, but with him through the valley
of horror walked an American Baptist
deacon friend and his wife, who
helped him to hold to the hand of
God and who shared the responsibili-
ties, mental and monetary, of those
ticking moments of timed terror.

ANOTHER showed me his Chris-
tian forum notebook of question-
naires and answers that had informed
him intelligently about Christian de-
mocracy and other securitics sur-
rounding American citizens. Orienta-
tion classes, including chats on cus-
toms and critiques of the American
way of life, had revealed to these
yvoung guests in the States the United
States way of human relationships, be-
ginning in the Christian home.

On that campus the overseas stu-
dents are “no more strangers and for-
eigners, but fellowcitizens . . . of the
houschold of God.” They are being
led to e\pcrlence God’s love, to sce
Christianity in action, to understand
dcmocracy in reality, and to find a
conviction and worthy purpose for
their lives. They are future builders of
the world.

“And they that shall be of thee shall
build the old waste places: thou shall
raise up the foundations of many gen-
erations; and thou shall be callcd The
repairer of the breach, The restorer
of paths to dwell in” (Isaiah 58:12).

Will vou also be a missionary inter-
national?

F zee hope for our country to remain free and safe for the in-
dividual and his personal bappiness and developiient, e st
be more aware of the sorrows and needs of the peoples of the rest
of the world and we must respond in a Jesus-way to these needs.
It =uill be costly. It cost Jesus the cross. But it gave the wworld
eternal life and the pattern for every life—INABELLE GRAVES

CoLEMAN
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Training Church Members

In Argentina

By R. Boyd Robertson

CGWE’VE never doneitbefore.”
“It is a new thing from
the States.”

“We have a good Sunday school
and that ought to be sufficient.”

“VWhatever the Training Union is,
we are afraid it is impossible.”

We heard words like those often
as we talked of organizing a graded
Training Union. The First Bapust
Church, of Mendoza, had voted in
conference to “try” the Training
Union and had even voted on a gen-
eral director, thus electing him to do
something that many members were
against.

Upon a mutual agreement we de-
cided that the director, Senor Juan
Vicente, and I, as interim pastor of the
church, would co-operate and really
do a good job of initiating the new
training movement. We were to have
begun the first Sunday in January;

W but the Training Union literature did

not arrive on time. Therefore, after a
study course in which we used the
manual as a guide, we began the fol-
lowing weck with a complete organi-
zation. Thus, January 18 is an impor-
tant date for Mendoza—the begin-
ning of our first Training Union.

A goal of forty in attendance was
set for the first night. A total of
sixty-six were present. Some came out
of sympathy for our hard work, some
came only to listen, and some came to
watch our enthusiasm die. But others
came out of consccrated faithfulness.

We organized the following unions:
Adult, Young People, Intermediate,
Junior, Story Hour, and Nursery,
with the missionary filling the job of
ecmergency nursery worker. We
needed to say nothing else to convince
the people of the need for training in
church membership.

We have witnessed adults parrici-
pating on a program for the first time
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in their Christian experience. We have
seen them form the habit of reading
their Bibles systematically every day,
actually grasping Christian truths that
were heretofore only theories to them.

The Young People are growing into
real leaders, and the Intermediates
have a large enthusiastic group. The
Juniors are well organized with an
increasing attendance each Sunday.
The Story Hour is filling a vacancy
in the lives of the children; and the
Nursery helps care for the babies.

Like a tired and thirsty caravan that
has found an oasis in the desert, First
Baptist Church, Mendoza, is refreshed
and alive. New people come every
Sunday. ‘The church has surprised it-
self.

We are proud of Sefior Vicente, the
first Training Union director of the
first fully organized Training Union
in the Argentine Republic. He came
from Spain twenty-five years ago and
was won to Christ by the faithful
testimony of his wife just a few years
ago. His conversion came about after
a terrible struggle with the deceiving
superstitions of the Roman Catholic
religion.

Senor Vicente has worked hard
these three months at a job that six
months ago he did not know existed.
He urges all members of the church
to attend Training Union faithfully,
and he tries constantly to enlist new
members. He believes the Training
Union is a2 good place to enlist new
converts who are candidates for bap-
tism.

Senor Vicente agrees that Training
Union is an answer to the greatest
need in the Argentine churches—that
of training in consecrated and well-
rounded leadership for Christ. Be-
cause of the Training Union, we
have seen interest incrcase in other
agencies of the church. There is
greater loyalty on the part of the
church toward a broader perspective
in Christian service. We all are con-
vinced that the Training Union is the
greatest source of preparation avail-
able.

Already the church in Guaymallen,
a suburb of Mendoza, has voted to be-
gin a Training Union when it can
secure adequate literature and when
it can arrange a study course on how
to organize and perpetuate an organi-
zation of training in the church. We
arc indebted to the Spanish Baptist
Publishing House in El Paso, Texas,
for splendid literature in Spanish.

It 1s our sincere hope that the Train-
ing Union program will be extended
to all parts of Argentina, for we feel
it is the one answer to the great prob-

In twelve years in the pastorate in the
States, | never felt toward Training Union
as | do now.—R. Boyd Robertson

THE COMMISSION
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lem of training undeveloped church
members. Many of the Argentines are
getting a vision of the value of this
phase of the Lord’s work. They real-
1ze that we have not trained the many
we have won; and they want to do
something about it now.

\What have we seen as results of the
Training Union in Mendoza?

There is a deeper concept of indi-
vidual responsibility for knowing and
being able to explain the doctrines of
our faith. Pcople are reading their
Bibles in an cffort to be more syste-
matic and regular in the study of the
“sword of the Spirit” and are, thus,

contributing to their own training.

We sce a revival of the doctrine of
stewardship with more prospective
tithers. Christians are becoming more
concerned over the lost souls of their
friends. We have never witnessed one
organization bless a church in so
short a time to such a notable extent
as to cffectuate a change in the lives of
the people and an increased interest on
the part of some of the unsaved.

The Training Union is not only a
possibility but a reality in this church.
\We sce a new era in the developing of
church members in this southernmost
republic of the Americas.

In Peru

By Robert L. Harris

HE great need of our work in

Peru is for workers called by God
to preach and teach the gospel in this
country. But you cannot imagine what
a difficult prospect it is for young
people. The ministry of the Word of
God is a calling which is despised by
the great majority here.

A young minister faces inevitable
criticism and all kinds of hindrances
even from his own brothers in Christ.
This condition grows out of this same
lack of trained workers. Many profess-
ing Christians have never been led to
face their duty to tithe and support
the work of the Lord.

There are always those who come
even with the hope of material gain
for themselves, for they are told that
the Protestants pay people to join
their ranks. With God’s help, we are
preaching the full obligation of the
follower of our Lord; and we see a
different caliber Christian emerging in
our midst.

Nevertheless, the young people who
would follow the call to the ministry
face great difficulties such as those I
have mentioned. We have reason to
believe that several have felt such a
call but really fear to respond in face
of these obstacles.

What is the answer? The Training

for September 1953

Union is proving to be our best in-
strument in leading young people to
heed their calling and in teaching
adults to accept their corresponding
responsibility.

Mrs. M. D. Oates, Southern Baptist
missionary, came to our monthly mis-
sion mecting the other day all aglow.
“Last night, for the first time,” she
said, “a young man stood up in Train-
ing Union and admitted that the Lord
had called him to preach.” Others had
been more cautious; but this young
Christian, given the opportunity of
self-expression, was compelled to con-
fess the longing of his heart to follow
the calling of the Lord.

On the evening following his ac-
ceptance of the Saviour, another
young believer found himself seated
near 2 Roman priest as he was eating
in a restaurant. His companions, de-
riding him, told the priest that their
friend was an “evangelical.” It scems
that the priest was courteous and
friendly but insisted that the youn
Christian had accepted a “false re-
ligion” with a “false Bible” and a
“false baptism.”

Even his unconverted friends, who
in fun had provoked the discussion,
told me that the youth demonstrated
a fine spirit of humility as he chal-
lenged the “padre” to compare Bibles.
Of course, the difference is barely no-
ticeable; and a strong point was won
for the good of all who had gathered
around to listen.

The unheated “battle of wits” went
on for more than an hour without the
loss of any important point by the
young fellow. Before leaving he had
given the simple but striking testi-
mony of his conversion. Yet, he came
to me worried the next day.

“I need to know my Bible better,”
he said. “When can we study some of
these questions which have been put
to me:”

I was happy to reply, “We study
them every Sunday evening in Train-
ing Union.”

You can imagine the vitality of a
Training Union program motivated
by such real problems. There is no
difficulty in securing participants for
the various parts. Questions come
thick and fast in the open discussion
period which always follows the ren-
dering of the program material.

The Bible is never omitted. Every
reference is traced down and read in
its entirety. There is a reverence for
“the Book” which delights the Chris-
tian heart.

The Latin, in my opinion, has a
deeper natural interest in and respect
for God’s Word than has the North
Amecrican. Perhaps this 1s because it
has been withheld from him so long.
A few evenings ago a young man,
who had not followed up his conver-
sion experience as consistently as he
should, was given a part on the pro-
gram pertaining to the statements of
Jesus concerning his return.

He looked up all the references and
read them word for word. He grew
visibly more serious as he went along,
impressed by what he had found for

(Please turn the page)
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Trainillg Ch'lll‘Ch Membel‘s \Continucd

himself in the Bible. Within a week
he rededicated his life to the Lord
and was on the right track again in his
Christian growth.

It is much more difficult for the
girls to take an active part in church
life. They are criticized more scverely
and suffer more among their friends.
Dcspltc this, there has been a grow-
ing number of them in Trammg
Union.

Recently a very charming and per-
sonable young lady of ninetcen was
bapn/cd by Scitor Antonio Gamarra.
Her baptlsm was the prmc1pal reason
for a “packed house” that cvening.
Her conversion and growth came
about largely in the Training Union.

She has brought a group of her girl
friends and is able to wield a wonder-
ful influence over them through her
testimony and activity in her union.
She, too, is beginning to feel the
Lord’s call to service in her heart.

Singing is essential to our Christian
young pcoplc. I have yet to sce a
North American visitor unmoved by
the singing in our services. It seems
that all the discouragement and diffi-
culty takes wings when our people

begin to sing. The Young People’s
union in Mliraflores rcccntly gave a
special program inviting the youth of
the other two churches—one in down-
town Lima and one in the Lince resi-
dential district.

A well-trained choir and quartet
presented special numbers. One of the
voung men led the congregational
singing to the delight of all of us.
That night we saw great h()pce for
the future of the church in its minis-
tering to that great section of Lima.

In the do\vnto\\ n church, even after
the meeting, the young pcople gather
around Mrs. Gamarra at the littde
Hammond organ to sing. In this group
is onc of the finest young tenors in
the city, with a wealth of experience
in radio singing. He has trusted the
Lord as his Saviour and sings every
Sunday afternoon on our radio pro-
gram of “Good News.”

We are finding more and more that
the needs of our pcople in Lima differ
very little from those of Baptists in

North Carolina or Texas. Certainly
thc Training Union is a choice instru-
ment in the program of our churches
here.

In Nigeria

By W. Neville Claxon

NLY since 1949 has the training

of church members in Nigeria
been thought of in terms of the Bap-
tist Trammo; Union. Up until that
time the organizations had consisted
chiefly of scparate units, such as
\ounﬂ Pcople’s unions.

In 1948 however, the American
qutxst Mission of the Foreign Mis-
sion Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention asked the writer to con-
sider taking up Training Union work
on his arrival from the Gold Coast
where he was to serve untl 1949.

Thus, in July, 1949, I became the
Baptist Training Union secretary for
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the Nigerian  Baptist  Convention
which embraces both Nigeria and the
Gold Coast. Then the Nigerian Bap-
tist Mission Board appointed an Afri-
can worker, J. O. Bamikole (Bahm-
c-kaw’-ly), to be full-time ficld
worker in the Traininq Union De-
partment, beginning in ]anuarv 1950.
He is the first African to hold such a
full-time post. We hope these steps,

taken just before the celebration of
the centennial of Baptist work in Ni-
geria, will prove to be steps toward
pcrxmncnt progress.

Although no worker had given full
time to Training Union promotion
before this, it was reported at the
meeting of ‘the Nigerian Baptist Con-
vention in April, 1949, that therc
were about one hundred units of the
organization in the churches, with
6,118 people enrolled. This had been
brought about through the cfforts of
Miss Ethel Harmon, Sunday school
superintendent  for the convention,
and others.

The report for 1951 showed 133
units with 6,360 members. The report
for 1952 showed 132 Training Unions
with a membership of 7,011. The
twenty-nine reporting  associations
have a toral of 243 organized Baptist
churches.

Two associations did not report and
it is likely that some of the school
and hospital unions were not included
in the report. There is, therefore,
cause to believe that thcrc are at least
145 or 150 churches having at least
one unit.

It is hoped that at least 160 of the
four hundred churches and mission
pomts will have a unit of the Baptist
Training Union this year. This would
be about one new union in each as-
sociation of the convention.

Onec of the greatest strides has been
made in the use of literature pre-
pared by the Baptist Training Union
secretary and his ficld worker. With
the help of able translators, they have
put this material into the Yoruba lan-
guage as well as English.

The number of program books pur-
chased by the churches in 1951 ex-
ceeded the number in 1949 by the
total of 1,300. The increasc since that
time has been much less. Our litcra-
ture is prcpqrcd for either a six
months’ period or for a year. There is
only one program book and it is used
by all ages. This is inadequate; but it
must suffice until better can be pro-
vided.

The lessons are usually written by
missionaries and African pastors and
teachers. Sometimes they are adapted
from quarterlics from the States, al-
though many illustrations and facts arc
unsuitable and make many lessons dif-
ficult to adapt to the nceds of the
people of Nigeria.

The Training Unions in

(Please turn to page 28)
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A Missionary Learns a Lesson

By a Missionary

missionary.” | had heard that expres-

sion many times, and | have thought
of it many times since my arrival on the mission
field. Truly no physical experience makes the
missionary; only God can do thatl

To let you in on a little secret—missionaries
are just ordinary people. They don’t have wings.
They don’t go around polishing their halos. In
fact, their lives on the mission field are amaz-
ingly similar to their lives on the home field in
the United States. Regrettably, missionaries do
not have a tonic to take which erases the im-
perfections they had at home and magnifies
their good qualities.

Being ordinary people missionaries are sus-
ceptible to temptation. Usually, they live in an
unchristian environment; therefore, overcoming
temptation takes a little more spiritual effort.

| am just “an ordinary person.” When | ar-
rived on the mission field | learned to my dis-
may that the devil had gotten here, too. | had
not gotten rid of temptation and sin by crossing
the ocean. | am thankful, though, that the Holy
Spirit didn’t stay behind either but continues to
help God's children try to walk in his way.

One day | realized that | had a profound

!!CROSSING the ocean doesn’t make the

dislike for one of our church members. | re-
proached myself for being critical, self-right-
eous, and unkind. But still | could not find a
sense of appreciation within myself for this
person. Every time | was in his presence nu-
merous little gremlins would pop up to say, “He
is proud”; “He is selfish”; “Ahaq, he isn’t as good
as he thinks he is.”

| was struggling to overcome my prejudice
toward this fellow Christian when he called by
my home on business one day. As we talked |
noticed with indifference that he wore a rather
old pin-striped suit. After a moment | noticed
something else about this pin-striped suit.

There were no stripes over the knees of the
pants legs. My spiritual consciousness was
shocked as | realized that this young Christian
had spent so much time on his knees in prayer
that the most worn places on his suit were at
the knees!

Yes, missionaries are just ordinary people.
And God gives “just ordinary people” a glimpse
of heaven sometimes in unlikely places and un-
lovely people. I learned a lesson from the Master
Teacher that day. | am thankful that | now have

a profound respect for this praying servant of
God.

We have never made an approach to the world that can be more
convincing than the sending of missionaries, who, in the name of Christ,
lose themselves and bury their lives among the people to whom they
go, missionaries who live and serve along with the people, who speak
their language, who acquire the capacities of sympathy for their
miseries and human hungers, and who learn to love them personally
and individually. If God could have saved the world by remoteness,
by remaining separated from men, would he have incarnated himself
in human form and become in fashion as a man to live among men as

one of them?—M. Theron Rankin

for September 1953
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“The monkey tree” is Miss Harriette King’s caption

for this picture. These boys attended the vacation

Bible scho>l and climbed the tree during the picnic ’
in the park. .

By Jessie Green

The meal is over! Perhaps you know how these boys feel. (Sing Choy is in
the center. Read about him on the opposite page.)

HE school sctup here in Malaya

I is quite different from that in the

States. The school year opens in
January and there are three terms
with a vacation after each term. The
longest vacation is usually at the end
of the year, but it is only six or ecight
weeks at most. There are no seasons
so we do not need to consider that;
for, if the pupils wanted to avoid
going to school in the heat, we would
have no school at all.

In April this year we had a vaca-
tion Bible school in our chapel at
Kuala Lumpur. The pecople had never
had a Bible school before; therefore,
we did not make public announce-
ments about it because the people
would have thought it was a review

. of secular school subjects. Even the
Christians did not understand at first;
but they like it very much.

At the end of the ten-day course,
twenty-four pupils received diplomas.
Only one of them could say there was
another Christian in his family. He is
Leong Sing Choy. (Read about him
on the opposite page.) At the com-
mencement program one mother came
and heard for the first time the news
of salvation.

Plates are served with noodles, meat, eggs, and
vegetables; and the boys and girls are ready to
thank God for his blessings before they eat.

Bible School in |

pcomn i
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Malaya

The only public park in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaya, is about three miles
from our Baptist chapel; and there is
no bus service. Therefore, when we
wanted to go there for a picnic on the
last day of our vacation Bible school,
the new mission car was the solution.
We made three trips in order to get
all the boys and girls to the park.

We had a wonderful time playing

ames till the rain came; then we took
shelter under large trees and flowers.
When the rain was over, many of the
boys and girls took off their shoes so
they could play on the wet grass.

Our picnic food was not sandwiches
and cake and pie. It was noodles. One
of the Sunday school teachers took a
holiday from his office and cooked
noodles for us. They were carried in
a big pot with other pots of meat,
eggs, and vegetables to be served on
top. And, of course, there was candy
and fruit.

Miss Harriette King, Southern Bap-
ist missionary, made a picture of three
of the boys sitting by the boxes after
we had eaten. I think you can tell
how they felt.

Sing Choy is first to find the Seripture
passage in the Bible drill at vacation
Bible school.
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Watch Sing

By Jessie Green

‘xZHEN we opened the Baptist

chapel in Kuala Lumpur, Ma-
laya, in 1951 (it was my home at
that time), Leong Sing Choy was
one of a group of street boys who
came in to see what the “red-faced
devil-woman” had to say. In be-
tween classes he was leader of a
group who came to scream at the
door or otherwise torment those
who lived inside the chapel.

When the servant woman came
to help us, she refused to let the
“bad boy” come into the classes.
Then when 1 found out and let him
in she was provoked with me. Af-
ter another lady came to help us on
January 9, 1952, we followed Sing
Choy home to find out where he
lives. We would never have found
the place ourselves.

It is one room in a crowded
house in a crowded lot of squatters;
and there are no house numbers.
Sing Choy’s mother is dead and
his father is a mason who goes to
work early in the morning and
comes back latc in the evening.

Sing Choy and his seven-year-old
brother look after themselves in
their own way. Sing Choy goes to
Chinese school in the mornings;
but he has the whole afternoon to
entertain himself and his friends on
the streets or in the alleys of the
Pudu area of Kuala Lumpur. This
is the noted “bad boy” section of
the city.

In the first series of revival meet-
ings held in our chapel, Sing Choy’s
father came and was one of the first
to make a profession of faith in
Christ. He is a very timid man (we
sometimes wonder how he could
be the father of Sing Choy); but
he comes faithfully to night meet-
ings. He was baptized and became
a charter member of our church
when it was organized last year.

Sing Choy came to Sunday
school, English Bible classes, and
any other meeting which children
were allowed to attend. He lis-
tened and learned rapidly. When
questions were asked, he was first

Choy Grow

to answer. When there was a call
for those who wanted to trust in
Christ, he was always first to re-
spond.

Then there came a time when
he stopped responding. He had
come to realize that he was a sinner
and needed to repent. However, in
a revival meeting last August he
was saved and was so anxious to
win others that he would jump
about during prayer, urging them
to believe. He had the zeal but not
the knowledge.

We had to teach him many
things and there is still much to
learn; but it is thrilling to watch
him grow. He wanted to be a
charter member of our church; but
the grown-ups said he should grow
a little more before he was bap-
tized. Now they have accepted him
and he is to be baptized at the next
opportunity.

Before our vacation Bible school
in April, Sing Choy had too little
competition in Bible drill. Now
there are several who vie with him
for first place; but still he 1s usually
on his feet by the time the second
or third word is spoken.

A little organ was the only mu-
sical instrument for any of our
work last year; and Sing Choy
wanted to play with it every mo-
ment he was not actively engaged
in something else. It was quite a
nuisance to people who were try-
ing to talk, hold committee meet-
ings, or do anything else. Also he
might have broken the organ.

Now, we have a piano and my
co-worker is teaching him to play.
We are praying that someday he
may be playing for Training
Union. That piano seems to draw
him like metal to a magnet. It also
keeps him out of the alleys.

Sing Choy is still a mischievous
boy. He is a leader in mischief as
well as in other things.

During vacation Bible school we
had a flood and some creeks over-
flowed into the open gurters, bring-
ing fish into the gutters. That was
all Sing Chow neceded to surprise
his teacher in Bible class one day
by producing a can of live fish.
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An Appraisal

Judged by any standard, Dr. Rankin was a great
man—one of the greatest of his generation. Many will
undoubtedly undertake to appraise his life and work.
They will be viewing him from different vantage
points, but all will agree as to his greatness.

No one appraisal can be definitive for obvious rea-
sons. He came into contact with literally hundreds of
people in a multiplicity of ways, at different times,
and under varying circumstances. They saw him in
the office or at home, on the platform or in the con-
gregation, in circumstances requiring dignity or in
unguarded moments. Each received his own impres-
sions.

What is here attempted is not a full-orbed, objec-
tive appraisal of the man. Such a comprehensive ap-
praisal was skilfully made by Dr. J. B. Weatherspoon
at the funeral. Rather, this is a personal analysis of
the traits which made Dr. Rankin great.

Dr. Rankin was a man in whom there was no guile.
In dealing with him, it was never necessary to “read
the small print in the contract,” so to speak. One did
not have to analyze his words for “hidden” meanings
or be suspicious of ulterior motives. He believed
others were guileless, too, until he was forced, in
some few cases, to believe otherwise.

To a rare degree, Dr. Rankin was gifted as an ad-
ministrator. He knew how to delegate responsibility,

g : encourage individual initiative, and expect definite re-

isults. The esprit de corps in the Foreign Mission
high level under his lead-
ership. He could be firm, if the occasion demanded,
but it was a firmness based upon principle and estab-
lished policy.

He was devoted to his family, and they were
equally as devoted to him. His work, however, re-
quired him to be away from them for extended pe-
riods of time. The separations seemed to intensify
their regard for each other, and homecomings were
special events in which they all shared. Home, too,
was a place of refuge where burdensome problems
could be put aside momentarily and affection and
understanding abounded.

Courage was one of Dr. Rankin’s chief attributes.
Whether he was wrestling with some denominational

roblem or was being harassed by some unreason-
able critic, he marshaled his facts and sought to de-
termine what was right. Having reached the decision,
he had the courage to support it, even though it
might be unpopular to do so.

This side of his character was never more manifest
than when the Foreign Mission Board launched the
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Advance Program. At first, the idea met with sus-
picion and considerable resistance. Men whom he ad-
mired and respected, but who had not thought
through the project as carefully as he had, saw “dan-
gers” where he saw “opportunitics.” He had the
courage to maintain his position, and every denomi-
national causc has benefited as a result. In fact, it can
be shown that some causes benefited more percentage-
wise from the Advance Program than did foreign
missions.

Dr. Rankin was a “team player” rather than an in-
dividualist. He welcomed newly appointed mission-
aries into the fellowship of the missionary family. The
home office staff functioned as a well-disciplined
team, each with his own duties, but each person un-
derstood that his duties were vitally rclated to the
total task.

That same team spirit carried over into denomina-
tional affairs. He may have deplored the fact that so
little of the “collection plate dollar” found its way to
the Foreign Mission Board, but he believed strongly
in the Cooperative Program. There were some who

thought the Advance Program should be financed by

means of special offerings, but Dr. Rankin, with
scarcely a moment’s hesitation, arose to his feet in
the meeting of the Executive Committee and ex-

ressed his conviction that it should be financed
through the Cooperative Program.

Paradoxically, the best qualities of both the liberal
and the conservative were combined in Dr. Rankin.
The liberal side of his nature had little patience with
pharisaic legalism or pious pretense of any kind. He
particularly distrusted those who were so orthodox
that they gave evidence of un-Christlike attitudes in
maintaining their orthodoxy. For him, it was as im-
portant to act like a Christian as it was to believe like
one.

On the conservative side, he was rooted and
grounded in the faith of the New Testament. There
is no accounting for Theron Rankin apart from an
experience of grace in vhich he surrendered himself
unconditionally to the will of God. The simplicity of
his faith was almost startling at times, especially when
one remembered that an alert and inquiring mind was
part of his spiritual equipment.

How does one account for Dr. Rankin’s pmphctic
quality? Others who are equally as consecrated do
not possess it. Perhaps the best explanation is that it
was a spiritual gift given to him by God. The gift
was not neglected; on the contrary, it was cultivated
and used to the glory of God.

Basic to the whole life of M. Theron Rankin was
an awareness of God’s eternal purpose. He did not
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think exclusively of what was immediately ahead in
Southern Baptists’ program of world missions. He
thought instead in terms of God’s purpose to redeem
Jost humanity. The triumphant consummation of
God’s redemptive program was to him an absolute
certainty. His one concern was that Southern Baptists
would have a worthy partin it.

These are the traits and qualities which, in the
opinion of the writer, made Dr. Rankin great. The
same God who saw fit to remove him from among us
can be trusted to lead us on unerringly into the fu-
ture, but how we shall miss him!

Three Momentous Decisions

The Foreign Mission Board, meeting July ¢ in
emergency session following Dr. Rankin’s death, made
three momentous decisions.

First, the Board voted unanimously and feelingly to
continue its Advance Program. Members expressed
the profound and unalterable conviction that the Ad-
vance Program should not be allowed to falter, but
should be carried forward to full completion.

“Do Southern Baptists dare to follow God?” was
the challenging question Dr. Rankin had asked the
Board at its semiannual meeting in April. “We dare
not do otherwise,” is the Board’s unqualified answer.

Second, George W. Sadler was chosen as interim
executive secretary to serve until a permanent execu-
tive secretary can be installed. Dr. Sadler will soon
round out forty years of distinguished service to
Southern Baptists as a missionary, pastor, and mis-
sionary leader. It is reassuring to know that the helm
of our overseas mission program is to be in such
capable, experienced, and trustworthy hands.

Third, the Board postponed the selection of a suc-
cessor for Dr. Rankin until the annual meeting in
October, which will be attended by both state and
local members. The wisdom reflected in these three
momentous decisions is self-evident.

In the meantime, pending the October Board meet-
ing (October 13 and 14), Southern Baptists are urged
to pray fervently and continually that the Lord’s will
may be discovered unmistakably, both with reference
to the election of an executive secretary and in the
charting of the Board’s future course.

The Last Days

Southern Baptists lost one of their greatest leaders
and finest friends on Saturday, June 27, 1953. Death
came to Dr. M. Theron Rankin at 6: 15 that morning.
Within a matter of hours the tragic news of his pass-
ing had been carried to the far corners of the Con-
vention and overseas to every mission.

A routine physical checkup, taken preparatory to
embarking on a missionary journey to South America,
disclosed the fact that Dr. Rankin was suffering from
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leukemia. He and his family, with characteristic cour-
age and realism, frankly faced the doctor’s verdict.

The doctor who made the preliminary examination
advised a more complete examination at a famous
medical center. His advice was followed to the letter.
Upon returning from the medical center, Dr. Rankin
told members of the staff that he had been advised to
hope for the best but expect the worst.

Outwardly, Dr. Rankin gave the impression of
being in rcasonably good health. At least twice a day,
however, his temperature soared. The fever worried
him somewhat, but he made his plans to spend the
summer resting and relaxing. He even considered
writing a book—a task he had hoped to undertake for
a long, long time.

Dr. Rankin became critically ill just three days be-
fore the end. The disease did its terrible work quickly
and thoroughly.

I went to see Dr. Rankin for a few minutes on the
afternoon before he died. He was very sleepy, but
he recognized me immediately. Our conversation ran
somewhat as follows:

“I know,” he said, “that I am in a critical condition,
but the end hasn’t come yet.”

I tried to reassure him by rcminding him of what ¢

he had told some of us when he revealed the serious
nature of his illness. “I have been in tight places be-
fore,” he had said. He had recalled specifically the
seventeen days he had been under fire in the hills up
above Hong Kong during the early days of World
War Il.

Then he continued: “I know a lot of good people
are praying for me.”

“Yes, perhaps more than vou realize.”

“It is more important,” he said, “for the will of
God to be done than for their prayers to be answered
in the way they want them to be.” .

With that, his breathing became more labored, and
he closed his eyes and slept. .

Early the next morning his pulse slowed percep-
tibly. A few minutes later he passed away quietly and
without a struggle.

Nature’s Calamities

Just as “grief is the portion of some everywhere,”
nature’s calamities are almost always bringing devasta-
tion and ruin to some part of the carth. When these
calamities strike “closec to home,” their force is felt
with particular intensity.

Southern Baptists have fclt the full force recently
of two widely separated and very dissimilar disorders:
(1) the ruinous drouth in wide arcas of our Conven-
tion territory, and (2) disastrous floods on the island
of Kyushu in Japan, where much of our mission
work 1s concentrated.

Our hearts go out to those who suffer in conse-
quence of these disheartening occurrences.
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At Headquarters: Dr. George V.
Sadler, secretary for Africa, Europe,
and the Near East, was named interim
o executive sccretary of the Southern

Baptist Foreign Mission Board at a
special meeting of the full Board in
Richmond, Virginia, on July 9. Forty-
four of the forty-seven state and local
members wcre present. . . . Miss Mary
Hunter, who has served as a member
of the home office staff of the Foreign
Mission Board since October, 1908—
longer than any other person in the
more than one hundred years of its
history—was retired July 1. The Board
took recognition of her almost forty-
five years of work at its July meeting.
. . . Eleven missionaries appomted at
the July meeting of the Forecign Mis-
sion Board have brought the total for
1953 to sixty. The June and July ap-
pointees are listed on page 24 of this
issue of The Commission. . . . Two
motion plcrures cach in five languages,
are now available for Southern Baptist
foreign mission fields, according to
Fon H. Scoficld, Jr., the Foreign Mis-
S\sion Board's associate sccretary for
waudio-visual aids. The languages are
9/ Japanese, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese,
/ and Yoruba (West African).

L :i
L
I

Europe: Dr. Bredahl Petersen, of
Copenhagen, leader in the Euro-
pean Baptist Federation, charges that
in Europe, dominated by state es-
tablished churches, 75 per cent of the
people are pagan. He told the Ameri-
can Baptist Convention in Denver that
in a census of his city, which has 1,-
500,000 population, it was found that
only 1 per cent of the people attend
church on a given Sunday. He says
the attendance is even lower in Eng-
land. . . . Baptists in Russia have in-
creased 8oo per cent under commu-
nism, according to Dr. Petersen. The
number of Baptists has increased from
400,000 2 generation ago to 3,200,000.
He said the statistics were released by
the Baptst Union in Russia and
checked by the Russian Ministry of
i Cults. . . . The Baptist Union of Nor-
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way has twenty-two missionaries in
the Bclqmn Congo. There are four
main stations and 308 small churches
with 6,534 members. . . . In a mock
trial studded with trumped-up charges
of espionage and high treason, four
leading personalmes among Czecho-
slovakia’s Baptlsts were condemrned to
long-term prison sentences, according
to recent news releases.

Nigeria: The Nigerian Baptist Con-
vention has created a Home and For-
eign Mission Board for the purpose
of sending Nigerian missionaries to
unrcached areas of Nigeria and to
other countries in Africa. . . . James
Tanimola Ayorinde, pastor of the
First Baptist Church, Lagos, Nigeria,
West Africa, and president of the Ni-
gerian Baptist Convention, received
the honorary degree of doctor of di-
vinity at Vlrgmn Union University,
Richmond, Virginia, last spring. Dr.
Ayorinde became a Christian through
the influence of Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries.

Brazil: Dr. A. Ben Oliver, Southern
Baptist missionary, has been named di-
rector of the Book Department of the
Brazilian Baptist Sunday School
Board.

Chile: Baptists of Chile are planning
for stewardship revivals in all forty-
eight of the churches affiliated with
the Baptist convention of that coun-
try. Forty of the churches sent money
to the Cooperative Program of Chil-
can Baptists last year.

Korea: Southern Baptists are urged
to get the correct address on relief
rackages sent to Korea. The packages
should be addressed to Rev. John A.
Abernathy or Dr. A. W. Yocum and
should have the following new ad-
dress: Baptist Mission, P. O. Box Spe-
cial No. 35, Pusan, Korea. Packages
should not be sent through APO. ...
Said Dr. John Hayward, new mission-
ary to Korea: “One cannot help feel-
ing grieved for those who are going
through this suffering and have no

Christ for help. We see many such in
the clinic day by day. One can tell
them from the Christians because there
is no peace on their faces.”

Others: A “Fellovwship of Christian
Service to Africa,” to number about
fifty young men and women and to
be for a period of three years, is being
organized by the Board of Missions of
the Methodist Church. . . . German
Protestantism has told the East Ger-
man communists that they will not
last even as long as Hitler. The mes-
sage said: “Perhaps cven greater sacri-
fices will be demanded of pastors and
congregations than in the first church
fight (with the Nazis). WWe know that
we shall win and that this time it will
not last twelve years.” . . . The Asso-
ciated Press reported on July 7 that
disastrous floods, combined with an
aftermath of dysentery, had taken a
toll of 710 lives in Southern Japan
during the preceding two weeks. The
floods, which followed a record rain-
storm, drove 1,258,911 persons from
their homes, injured 1,748, and washed
out or buried 6o,000 acres of farm-
land. In addition, 446 persons were
missing when the report was made. . ..
The Blshop of the Roman Catholic
Church in Raleigh, North Carolina,
recently decrecd that segregation in
Catholic churches of the diocese “will
not be tolerated.” . . . In Brazil plans
are under way to build a television
broadcasting station to carry educa-
tional and cultural programs exclu-
sively. . . . The Government of India
has decided to establish a National
Academy for the development of In-
dian literature.

Dr. John A. Mackay (left), moderator of

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church in the US.A., presents Dr. A. C.

Han, vice-moderator of the Presbyterian

Church in Korea, with a large facsimile

of a check representing $255,000 desig-
nated for Korean relief.
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n Memoriam -

Born November 20, 1882, Nevada, Texas
Died May 3, 1953, Terrell, Texas

Miss HatTiE ANN StaLLInGs served as a Southern Baptist missionary to
China for twenty-cight years before she retired in 1944. A native of
Nevada, Texas, she was educated at Texas State Normal College, San
Marcos, and Woman’s Missionary Union Training School, Louisville,
Kentucky. She taught in the public schools of Texas and New Mexico
for several years before her appointment to China in 1916. She was
principal of the Baptist Girls’ School, Kweilin, South China, from 1916
to 1923, and of the Women’s Bible School, Kweilin, 1924 to 1940. Her
permanent American home was Terrell, Texas.

Hattie Ann Stallings

Born December 17, 1888, Trenton, Tennessee
Died May 12, 1953, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Zacuary PauL Freearan had served Southern Baptists in Argentina for
thirty-two years when he died, following a brief illness, in Buenos Aires
at the age of sixty-four. A native of Trenton, Tennessee, he was edu-
cated at Union University, Jackson, and Baptist Bible Institute, New
Orleans, Louisiana. He was circulation manager for the Jackson, Ten-
nessce, Daily Sun in 1915. He served pastorates in Tennessee, Arkansas,
and Louisiana and taught Bible in denominational schools prior to his
appointment to foreign service in 1921. On the mission field he did
pioncer work in Argentina and Uruguay.

Z. Paul Freeman

Born January 16, 1865, Owensboro. Kentucky
Died May 24, 1953, Liberty, Missouri

MRgs. Soroatox L. Ginssurg, emeritus Southern Baptist missionary who
served in Brazil for forty-five years, died at the age of cighty-cight.
A native of Owensboro, Kentucky, she taught in Missouri and Nebraska
and at McCune College in Louisiana before her appointment by the
Foreign Mission Board in 1889. She married Solomon L. Ginsburg, a
pioneer Southern Baptist missionary to Brazil, in 1893. In Brazil she
did evangelistic and educational work in Baptist colleges in Pernambuco
and Sio Paulo. She also edited Sunday school literature and translated

books into Portuguese. Mr. and Mrs. Ginsburg had eight children.

Emma Morton Ginshurg
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Missionary Describes Beginning
Of Work in Large Japanese City

Worth C. Grant

Sendai, Japan

-l

I
Col LAST FALL, in conncction with the New Birth Cam-
X paign, we entered the city of Sendai. With 350,000 peo-

b ple, it is the largest city in the region north of Tokyo
and the eighth largest in Japan.

From among the more than 1,200 who attended the
revival services, there were about fifty who began attend-
ing our regular church services. And from that number
about twenty are now steadily gathering each week for
instruction and worship.

Perhaps some of you would like to know just how we
go about getting a work established where there has been
none before. Of course, there is no sct pattern to follow;
but the one followed in Sendai is not too different from
those used in other citics.

The first phase was the evangelistic campaign held in
one of the large auditoriums of the city. Extensive ad-
vertising, by usc of press, handbills, loud-speakers, and
large street signs, created a lot of interest and brought out
the crowds. Fervent gospel messages by Missionary
D. Curtis Askew resulted in deccisions, many of which
we know will last for eternity.
~ Those people who signified interest in the Christian
life came to our worship service the following Sunday in
" ’/'the room we had rented from the Young Men’s Christian
" Association.

From that time on we have been giving the message of
the Lord and asking all those who sincerely trust Christ
as Saviour and will make a public profession to do so.
That is the real test of sincerity in this land where taking
the name of Christ still has a stigma attached to it.

We know the number will grow even though the in-
creasc may be painfully slow. Our primary concern is
that they grow in faith and in power to witness—fire-
brands like Stephen who will faithfully proclaim Jesus
Christ in the face of hostile heathenism.

,  Portuguese Colony in Orient Is
! Served by Rio Publishing House

[
]
i

RN I

E 'gar F. Hallock, Jr.
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

JOHN L. GALLOWAY, emecritus Southern Baptist
missionary, now seventy-six years of age, is living in a
Portugucse colony across the bay from Hong Kong, serv-
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ing the Portuguese-speaking people. He wrote us last year
that a large group of Portuguese-speaking South Afri-
cans from Portuguese West Africa, or Angola, had come
into Macao, and he wanted to know if we had any
Christian literature in the Portuguese language.

Of course, we were happy to send him samples of our
quarterlies and Journal Batista (Baptist Journal). And
later we filled his order for hymnbooks which were sent
by British Overseas Airways Corporation around the
cast side of the world, going by way of India and up to
Hong Kong where they were then sent on over to
Macao.

Not many months ago, we had another letter from
Mr. Galloway. He told us that he had baptized more
than 250 young men from Africa. Then they were all
ordered back to South Africa and a new group came.

He was sorry to lose those with whom he had al-
rcady worked, but he knew that they would be real
missionaries in their home country to which they were
returning.

We sent another group of hymnbooks and literature
to Mr. Galloway by friends who were going from Ar-
gentina to Australia. They took a Dutch ship in Buenos
Aires, came by way of Rio de Janciro, and agreed to
take the package along with them.

In Singapore they changed ships for Australia but
turned the package of literature over to a young South
African who was on his way to Korca. This young air
force officer took the materials to Hong Kong and there
turned them over to one of our missionaries who, in
turn, forwarded them to Mr. Galloway.

So our literature is working around on the other side
of the world, working in co-operation with our 1nis-
sionary for the salvation of those people.

Brazilians Eager for Bible to
Undergird Country’s Greatness

Mary Hazel (Mrs. J. Loyd) Moon
Recife, Brazil

THE ODDITIES in Brazil have become so common-
place that we don’t think to mention them.

One day, while we were living in Manaus, we strolled
through the cemetery thinking we would try to find the
grave of Eric Nelson, the pioneer Southern Baptist mis-
sionary in the Amazon Valley. We asked the caretaker
if he knew where Dr. Nelson’s grave was. He didn’t, but
he went with us to find it.

It was in an old, poorly kept scction. The carctaker was
about to give up when Loyd said, “There it is.” The
carctaker wanted to know how Loyd knew without

THE COMMISSION

e

q

. AN oo s O



R ,

e

being close cnough to read the name. “He was a Protes-
tant missionary; and, when I saw a monument with an
open Bible on top, I knew it was his,” my husband cx-
plained.

\What a contrast from what we saw a few minutes later
—a grave almost covered with artificial legs telling us
that a good person was buricd there and that cripples were
hoping to cure their legs through his merit. The grave
was surrounded by candles with people lighting them
and praying.

While visiting some delinquent church members (we
have some here, too), a boy came up behind Loyvd and
said, “Mister, do you have Bibles? 1 want the Old and
New Testaments. I want to see if [ can find the Way by
reading the Bible.” He said he didn’t go to church but
wanted to find the way to God.

Unfortunately, all are not this eager. But the Bible is
our best evangelist. Recently a man made a profession of
faith in our church although he had never attended be-
fore. Where had he become interested? Somebody had
given him a Bible and he had learned to read; and, as he
read, his heart burned with desire to know Him who is
exalted in the Bible.

Another man made a profession of faith in another
church and asked for a Bible. “I don’t know how to
read,” he said, “but I want a Bible. I want to learn.” He
carricd the Bible as his most priceless possession. Serious-
minded patriots here are hoping and praying that the
Bible may become an undergirding power to bring Bra-
zil to her true greatess. Please join them and us in this
prayer.

Response of People in Highways
And Hedges Thrills Missionary

W. W. Enete

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

ON AN evangelistic trip Murilo Cacete, a seminary
student, and I spoke in many cities which had no Baptist
work whatsoever. The town in which the young man
was born had no believers.

When we finished the services, many held up their
hands to indicate their acceptance of Christ as Saviour;
and many came and said, “You have brought us the real
truth.” Thousands heard the gospel in public places and
begged for the printed word. Murilo was moved to tears
by the results.

In the Amazon Valley we visited strategic places with
Missionary Robert R. Standley, Jr. It was there that we
had our first persecution. The people in Parentins tried
to stop us with organized noise, but we called in the
sheriff and won the battle. In Manaus the victory was
overwhelming; the church would not hold the crowds.

In Santarém the real persecution of stoning was our
privilege. But I add quickly that the stones were small
and the aim was poor. Eighty people came forward the
last night manifesting interest in Christ.
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Perhaps the greatest trip was for three and one half
months in the southern states. In the states of Parani,
Santa Catarina, and Rio Grande do Sul the response was
nothing short of miraculous. In the center of Parang, in
the town of Ponta Grossa, hundreds came into the church
for the first time. There were nearly a hundred who came
forward the last night confessing Christ as Saviour.

Santa Catarina presented a harder field because the
helpers were few. We prepared decision cards and are
glad to report that in the city of Florianépolis alone five
hundred signed cards saying, “I accept Christ as my per-
sonal and only Saviour.” All down the highway and in
the hedges people responded to the message.

In Pérro Alegre the first service held on Sunday morn-
ing before the Sunday school hour resulted in ninety-
four decisions. This service was at the annual market and
was attended mostly by men. In the college the response,
as usual, was most gratifying. The total count of cards
for the three-and-one-half-months’ trip was go3. The
only discouraging feature was that I returned with virus
pncumonia.

During my rest period, I begged the doctor to let me
go to the Baptist College in Sio Paulo. Mrs. Enete did
most of the speaking. I stayed in bed most of the day,

only getting up to speak. The results were more thanf]

y

five hundred decisions of acceptance and fourteen dedi- g

cations for special service.
To him who calls, convicts, and saves be all the praise.
Rejoice with me.

Giving “Wings to the Word" Is
Missionary Pilot's Opportunity

Robert L. Fielden

B Corrente, Brazil

THE INTERIOR of Brazil where we work is char-
acterized by vast spaces, few churches, and a friendly,
hospitable people very receptive to the gosp?l. message.
It presents unlimited challenges and opportumtics.

The evangelistic program by air is just getting under
way, having so far reached six preaching points. We are
hoping to add another half dozen to this and reach :.all
of them regularly with the most capable \x'orkf:rs avail-
able, principally from the personnel of the Baptist Indus-
trial Institute in Corrente.

\We arc extending our air program to touch the eastern
edge of Goids in an extremely isolated area which has
prEvioust been reached by one of the students from the
Institute during extensive summer cvangclistic trips on
foot. One such trip covered approximately two hundred
leagucs. (A league is approximately four miles.)

Uniao, an organized church located in a truly isolated
country scction, will be one of our points of contact
with the airplane program. Its members come from a
wide area, some of them traveling twenty miles on horse-
back for the monthly church session which has been
changed to coincide with the visit of the airplane.
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We are just getting into this work and are truly thank-
ful for the opportunity of service in a land where we can
adapt a lay profession to the glorious task of spreading
the gospel by giving “wings to the Word.”

Four-Point Journalistic Program
Carries Good News to All Brazil

Gene H. Wise

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

SINCE MOVING to Rio, I have been responsible for
the journalistic work of the Atlas News Service. In-
cluded in this work are the following:

1. News Service: 1 send a weekly edition of inter-
national religious news to all newspapers in Brazil having
more than 4,000 circulation. There are about three hun-
dred newspapers on my mailing list.

This weekly news edition is also sent to denominational
publications and to individuals who use the material in
radio programs and loud-speaker services. I have clippings
from eight denominational papers here in Brazil which
use our news items.

2. Columnn: A second part of my work is to prepare a
weekly column for the Jornal Batista (Baptist Journal).
I prepare a biographical sketch for this paper each week.
These sketches arc of people who have had interesting
conversion expericnces and who are doing some out-
standing Christian service. About half of these articles
have been about Brazilians and the rest about pcople in

other countries.
3. Feature Stories: \We write an average of about two

@, feature stories a month for the Jornal Batista. Most of
#these articles, about church projects of general interest,

conventions, and work of the missionaries, et cetera, are
written by Brazilians.

4. Picture Service: 1 was recently asked to take the re-
sponsibility for the visual education department of the
Atas News Service. I take and develop pictures for use
in our various publications and for use by the national

Christians in their work.

Missionary Finds Warm Spirit
In Her Japanese Church Home

Johnni (Betty Jane) Johnson

- » M Tokyo, Japan

SINCE LAST fall Mejiro-ga-oka Baptist Church here
in Tokyo has been my church home, and 'm just so
proud to be a member there!

Mejiro has come into being since World War 11,
though actually its beginnings are much older. Our pas-
tor, Kiyoki Yuya, a graduate of Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, has just finished
serving four years as president of the Japan Baptist Con-
vention. Our building, completed in 1951, was erected
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with Lottie Moon Christmas Offering funds. And we en-
joy it so much.

At present the membership is about 170, including
many young people. In many respects the church pro-
gram is full: Sunday school for children through Inter-
mediate age, Bible classes (in English and Japanese) for
young people, Sunday morning and evening worship serv-
ices, a young people’s meeting on Sunday evenings, and
prayer meeting on Wednesday evenings.

Then there’s choir practice, kindergarten five days a
week (taught by Pastor Yuya’s daughter and another
capable girl), the women’s work, Young Woman’s Aux-
iliary, and special monthly mectings for the Young Peo-
ple, Intermediates, and Sunday school teachers.

Our members are interesting people. One deacon was
a member of Pastor Yuya's congregation in Moji more
than thirty years ago; another deacon is now treasurer of
the Japan Baptist Convention; onc young man comes
from a communist family which has had little to do with
him since his conversion; another is a fellow, blind from
childhood, who has found love, understanding, and Chris-
tian faith in the church. In most cases Mcjiro folks are
members of family groups in which there are no other
Christians.

Differences from groups in the States? Well, the lan-
guage is Japanese and announcements are made after the
benediction.

Problems? Just as many as you know about in your
church.

Even so, you’d be quick to sense a warm spirit of Chris-
tian fellowship at Mejiro or at any of the other forty-nine
churches in the Japan Baptist Convention. And—for sure
—your prayers help our churches.

-

Nigerian Leper Teaches Bible
Courses in Leper Colony School

Mary H. (Mrs. Davis L.) Saunders
Igede, Nigeria, West Africa

DAVIS, MY HUSBAND, teaches a group of boys
who want to be preachers. They come here and study for
six months before going out into the churches. Onc of
them was about to leave for his first church when he
came asking me to give him some medicine for a sore on
his foot which had been troubling him for some time.
When Dr. Joe Edwin Low came to visit our dispensary
the next week, he saw the foot and confirmed our fears—
leprosy.

What a real Christlike spirit the young fellow showed
as Dr. Low told him. He went home, got his belongings,
and went with Dr. Low that very evening to our leper
colony in Ogbomosho where he will be for at least a
year and a half,

We have visited him there at the colony where he is
teaching Bible courses in the leper colony school and
helping in the church. In his letters to us he says it was
hard to understand why at first; but he knows now as
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never before that he’d rather be a leper and know Jesus
Christ as Saviour than be whole physically and not know
the living God.

We have a devotional in the dispensary each morning
before I begin seeing the patients. I read and try to ex-
plain some portion of God’s Word to them; and then as
they come into my little room 1 have opportunity to
speak to them personally.

The women know little but hard work. How my heart
aches for them! So many tell me they want to go to
church and accept Jesus; but they have been bought by
and married to Mohammedan men. The men seem to
think they are to make all the decisions concerning their
wives and children, and they will not allow their wives

to accept Jesus.

Stoic Faces of Japanese People
Hide Hearts Filled With Emotion

D. Curtis Askew
Hiroshima, Japan

-

THE JAPANESE by nature and culture are a people
very slow to show their emotions. So many things seem
to be done here just because it is the custom.

Often this tendency is carried over into church activi-
ties. But we have discovered that there is much which
does not at once meet the eye.

There is emotion; there is strong feeling; there is deep
conviction. When you discover the facts about some of
the people who come to church—the sacrifice they make
to come, the opposition they face at home, and the ridi-
cule they meet in their places of business—then you
know there is depth which is bound to produce genuine
fecling.

At one service in our churches I have found an ex-
pression of feeling and conviction which is really moving.
It is that which always precedes a baptismal service—the
public confession of faith made by each candidate.

Each one must stand before the church and give his
testimony which includes his background, how he was
led to first attend church, how his heart was convicted of
sin, and how he came to believe in Christ. The stories I
have heard in the Kure Baptist Church have stirred my
heart as nothing clse in my few years of work here.

One man told us that he has read the Bible from the
time he went to Sunday school as a boy and that he had
it with him while in the Japanese Navy. His ship was
sunk and he was in the water for several hours, despairing
of his life. While struggling in the water, he vowed that
if he were spared he would accept Christ. He has proven
by his constant Christian living that he kept the promise.

Many persons have told of war-broken homes and of
struggles with hatred, despair, and contemplated suicide.
They found peace and victory through Christ. One lady,
already past seventy, said she had attended a church all
her life but had never known the meaning of salvation
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until she heard a sermon on the cross by our pastor.

At times all restraint has broken down, and tears of
joy have been shed. I have come to learn from these
testimonies that the stoic faces worn by the Japanese
often hide hearts as full of emotion as those of Western-
ers who show emotion so readily.

Your Prayers Are Requested For
Three Young Japanese Christians

Leslie Watson
Tokyo, Japan

IT WAS my privilege to attend the graduation exer-
cises of Tokyo University, by far the most famous of all
the universities in Japan, when two of our church mem-
bers, Saki-san and Higuchi-san, were graduated.

Saki-san has done a lot of interpreting for me in regu-
lar church services, Sunday school, and visitation. He
went with me to the meeting of the Japan Baptist Con-
vention in 1951 and helped me to understand part of
what was going on. He had been a Christian just a little

more than a year then; and it has been a real joy to watch 4§

him grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ while\
completing his university work.

Higuchi-san was baptized in the fall of 1951. He speaks
very little English; but we have had some wonderful fel-
lowship together. He is a fine, handsome young man and
very faithful to the work of the church.

I ask your continued prayers for both of these young
men because they can be mighty men of God in this
country of theirs or in other countries if God should lead
them abroad. I am sure they will mean much in the work
of giving Christ to Japan.

There is also a young girl for whom we would like to
ask you to pray. She is a pretty girl and works in one of
the large department stores of downtown Tokyo.

At the invitation of one of our church members she
began to attend the Sunday evening services several
months ago. It seems that her day is so full of home re-
sponsibilities that she can seldom come in the mornings.
Recently she attended the 10:30 a.m. service for the first
time.

She has been especially happy and pleasant since trust-
ing Christ as Saviour, but she is the only Christian in her
family. Members of her family are Buddhists and do not
sanction her attitude toward Christ or the church, though
as yet they are not openly hostile to it.

In a recent sermon the preacher pointed out the fact
that the cross of Christ separates the believer from the
unbeliever, the saved from the lost, the one who possesses
eternal life from the one who does not.

As he talked, Tsukada-san’s heart filled and tears came
to her eyes. These were tears of joy because she is on the
right side, but tears of sorrow also because her loved ones
are on the other. Pray that she may have the grace to live,
to pray, and to lead her family to the Master.
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Appointees (June)
‘ BiT~ER, James H., Texas, for Chile.
BiT~ER, J. Fern Weaver, Texas, for Chile.
i Brock, Lonnie Ross, Jr., North Carolina,
for Brazil.
; Brock, Barbara R. Howard, R.N., Ten-
| nessce, for Brazil.
) EppersoxN, Barbara, Missouri, for Nigeria.
Perty, Herman L., Idaho, for Israel.
Perry, June Goodwin, Texas, for Isracl.

L —SUEC i

j Appointees (July)

CarroLr, Daniel M., Jr., West Virginia,

x for Argentina.

4 CarroLr, Betty Alice Cowan, North Caro-

' lina, for Argentina.

Catier, Douglas C., Virginia, for Gold
Coast.

CatHER, Sarah E. Bragg, Tennessce, for
Gold Coast.

Dawvis, Horace V., Georgia, for South
Brazil.

Davis, Ruby D. Fletcher, North Caro-
lina, for South Brazil.

GauLr~ey, Jerry B, Alabama, for Ni-

- - = - -

geria.

GaurtNey, Virginia Skipper, Alabama,
for Nigeria.

Graze, A. Jackson, Jr., Mississippi, for
Argentina.

Graze, Sue Eugenia Johnson, South Caro-
lina, for Argentina.

Ray, Francis J. Deal (Mrs. Daniel B.),
Texas, for Korea.

¥/'Arrivals from the Field

> Askew, Rev. and Mrs. D. Curtis (Japan),
Sardis, Miss.

Brackmax, Mrs. L. E. (Hawaii), c/o
H. L. Anderson, Rt. 5, Liberty, Miss.
BrotiEers, Rev. and Mrs. L. R. (Nigeria),

4501 River Road, N.\V,, Washington
16, D. C.
CuinkscaLes, Rev. and Mrs. Thomas N.
(South Brazil), Florien, La.
CoLg, Dr. and Mrs. E. Lamar (Mexico),
4715 Bryan, Dallas, Tex.
Corerann, Rev. and AMrs. Edwin Luther
(Japan), Box g1, Louisville, Ky.
Davis, Margic Estelle (Nigeria), Ruston,
La. )
Epwarns, Rev. and AIrs. Frank K. (Ni-
geria), Tuscola, Tex.
Freeman, Mrs. Z. Paul (Argentina), c/o
’ Mrs. S. E. Culotra, 4110 Galvez Strect,
, New Orleans 15, La.
! Goonrog, IHelen (Colombia), c/o Mrs.
: A. L. Murrah, Morningside Drive, Co-
lumbus, Ga.
Greexe, Lydia (Hawaii), 5§ Farrwood
Avenue, Asheville, N. C.
Guirrix, Rev. and Mrs. Bennie T. (Ni-
geria), Bryvan, Tex.
t. Havrton, Rev. and Mrs. William Earl

I
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(Hawaii), 716 N. Grady Street, Altus,
Okla.

Hayvs, Rev. and Mrs. George H. (Japan),
c/o Sam V. Hays, Ashton, Mo.

LeaverL, Cornclia (Hawaii), Box 712,
Bristol, Va.

Lioe, Florence (Nigeria), 601 Nome
Street, Florence, S. C.

Mastrers, Helen Ruth (Nigeria), 1429
N.W. 34th Street, Miami, Fla.

Maynare, Rev. and Mrs. D. N. (Ni-
geria), Magee, Miss.

NEiL, Rev. and Mrs. Lloyd H. (Colom-
bia), c¢/o Mrs. B. F. Thomas, Sr.,
Fairfax, S. C.

Prrey, May Edgel (Nigeria), c/o Mrs.
W. E. Richardson, Canton, Ga.

Ray, Rex (Korea), 1203 North Cedar,
Bonham, Tex.

Scaces, Josephine Anna (Nigeria), 136
West LaFayette, Fayetteville, Ark.

Suerer, Rev. and Mrs. Robert Charles
(Japan), c/o R. F. Mitchell, 803 N.
22nd Street, Fast St. Louis, 11l

Saturn, Olive Bertha (Formosa), Cow-
pens, S. C.

Seexce, Rev. and Mrs. Raymond (Ja-
pan), c/o R. T. Spence, Lockney, Tex.

StanpLey, Rev. and Mrs. R. R. (Equa-
torial Brazil), 312 Falls Road, Wake
Forest, N. C.

Tex~isoN, Rev. and Mrs. Grayson C.
(North Brazil), 3736 Ryan Avenue,
Fort Worth, Tex.

Toop, Anna Frances (Colombia), 332
South 2nd Street, Richmond, Ky.

Whatey, Rev. and Mrs. Charles, Jr. (Ja-
pan), 20 Meador Way, SE., Atlanta,
Ga.

WiLLs, Sadie Miriam (Paraguay), Mary
Hardin Baylor College, Belton, Tex.

Births

Berr, Rev. and Mrs. Lester C. (South
Brazil), son, Philip Carey.

BrLair, Mr. and Mrs. W. Judson (Ar-
gentina), son, William Edward.

Brapbstaw, Rev. and Mrs. Melvin J. (Ja-
pan), son, Barry Claytor.

Bryax, Rev. and Mrs. Charles W, (Costa
Rica), daughter, Carol Ann.

Bunnin, Rev. and Mrs. Horace E. (South
Brazil), son, Timothy Earl.

Goupig, Dr. and Mrs. Robert F. (Ni-
geria), son, Andrew Carl.

Havvarsox, Rev. and Mrs. Carl M. (Ja-
pan), daughter, Carolyn Jeanne.

SueLtoN, Rev. and Mrs. Ray Ellis (Uru-
guay), son, Paul Leslie.

Deaths

Boxey, Mrs. G. W, aunt of Kate Mur-
ray (China).

GinsBurg, Mrs. Solomon L., emeritus
(Brazil), May 24,1953, Liberty, Ao,

Departures to the Field

A~persoN, Dr. and Mrs. Maurice ], to
Hong Kong.

Bagsy, Rev. and Mrs. A. 1, Caixa Postal
118, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul,
Brazil.

BaiLey, Gracia, Caixa Postal 178, Recife,
Pernambuco, Brazil.

Berr, Rev. and Mrs. Paul, Jr., Apartado
322, Guatemala City, Guatemala.

CuLrepper, Rev. and Mrs. Hugo H., Ra-
mon L. Falcon 4113, Buenos Aires,
Argentina.

Foro, Ruth, Djalan Hegarmanah 41, Ban-
dung, Java, Indonesia.

Foster, Rev. and Mrs. James A, P. O.
Box 7, Baguio City, Philippines.

Garrotr, Dr. and Mrs. W. Maxfield,
Seinan Gakuin, Fukuoka, Japan.

Gorpox, Rev. and Mrs. R. E., Southern
Baptist Mission, Galvan Building, Dagu-
pan City, Philippines.

HarrineroN, Fern, to Philippines.

Haves, Everley, Djalan Hegarmanah 41,
Bandung, Java, Indonesia.

Haywarp, Dr. John C., to Korea.

Jackson, Alma, Caixa 6, Goiinia, Goiis,
Brazil.

Jouinson, Rev. and Mrs. R. Elton, Caixa
2, Cidade da Barra, Estado da Baia,
Brazil.

Lawroxn, Olive, 47 Tsui Yang Road,
Chiayi, Formosa.

Marcinman, Margaret, Elam Memorial
Girls’ School, Shaki, Nigeria, West
Africa.

McCoraick, Mr. and Alrs. H. P, to
Hawaii.

McGeg, Mr. and AMrs. John S., Baptist
Mission, Igede, via Ado-Ekiti, Nigeria,
West Africa.

McRakg, Dr. J. T., to Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan.

Mein, Rev. and Mrs. John, P. O. Box 516,
Nassau, N, P., Bahamas.

NEeeL, Bernice Ruth, Rua Uruguai 514,
Apt. 102, Caixa Postal 320, Rio de Ja-
neiro, Brazil.

Powerr, Rev. and Mrs. J. C,, Bapuist Mis-
sion, Oshogbo, Nigeria, West Africa.
PoweLL, Mary Hester, Frances Jones Me-
morial Home, Ogbomosho, Nigeria,

West Africa.

Ricuarnsox, Rev. and Mrs. J. W, H., Jr,
Baptist Mission, Shaki, Nigeria, West
Africa.

Rixes, Annic Josephine, Raptist Mission,
Ogbomosho, Nigeria, West Africa.

Rogrrs, Lillie, to Malaya.

StoenAkE, Rev. and Mrs. Howard L., to
Ecuador.

Tavror, Fay, Djalan Hegarmanah 41,
Bandung, Java, Indonecsia.

Treapwerr, Rev. and Mrs. E. M., Caixa
Postal 213, Aracajd, Sergipe, Brazil.
WimrtteNn, Rev. and Mrs. Charles WV,

Tavern 15, 1°, Barcelona, Spain.

Yocum, Dr. A. W, P. O. Box Special

No. 35, Pusan, Korea.

(Please turn to page 26)
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Clip and mount in your volume

FaiLe, Gronce Marion, Jr.

b. Greenville, S. C., March 6, 1923; ed. Mars Hill Col-
lege, North Carolina, A.A., 1942; University of South
Carolina, Columbia, 1942-43; Furman University, Green-
ville, S. C., A.B., 1947; Emory University Scheol of
Medicine, Georgia, M.D., 1951. U.S. Army, 1943-46;
pediatric extern, Grady Hospital, Atlanta, Ga., 1950-51;
rotating intern, Greenville General Hospital, South
Carolina, 1951-52; surgical fellowship, Welborn Clinic,
Evansville, Ind., 1952-53. Appointed for Nigeria, May.
1953. m. Alice K. Johnston, June 19, 1948. Permanent
address: Kershaw, S. C.

Fak, Avice K. Jounston
(Mrs. George Marion, Jr.)

vnir

Children: George Marion, III,
1951,

MEerroro, Josernt WiLsoN, Jr.

b. Fort Collins, Colo., Jan. 14, 1921; ed. Colorado A.
and M. College, Fort Collins, 1938-40; Ouachita Bap-
tist College, Arkadelphia, Ark., B.A., 1949; N.O.B.T.S.,
B.D., 1953. Employee, department store, Fort Collins,
1938-42; U.S. Army, 1942-46; pastor, Shorewood Hills
Church, Malvern, Ark., 1946-49, and Osyka Church,
Mississippi, 1949-53. Appointed for Spain, May, 1953.
m. Lila Pritchard, May 28, 1944. Permanent address:
518 East Olive, Fort Collins, Colo.

MEerrorp, LiLa PriTcrARD
(Mrs. Joseph Wilson, Jr.)

Porr, VioLeT EL1zABETH
b. Frostburg, Md.. June 28, 1924; ed. Memorial Hos-
pital School of Nursing, Cumberland, Md., R.N., 1945;
University of Pittsburgh, B.S., 1948; W.M.U. Training
School, 1952-53. Assistant head nurse, Memorial Hos-
pital, Cumberland, Md., 1945-46; relief nurse, Magee
Hospital, Pittsburgh, Pa., 1947-48; instructor and edu-
cational director, Memorial Hospital School of Nursing,
Cumberland, 1948-52; infirmary nurse, W.M.U. Train-
ing School, 1952-53. Appointed for Jordan, May, 1953.
Permanent address: R.F.D. 2, Box 391, Williams
Road, Cumberland, Md.

JORDAN

Wryart, Roy BLANTON, JR.

1953. m. Mildred Joyce Cope,

Wryartt, MiLbrep Joyce CorE

(Mrs. Roy Blanton, Jr.)

b. Rogersville, Tenn., May 13, 1927; ed. Lincoln Me-
morial University, Harrogate, Tenn.,, A. B., 1947;
W.M.U. Training School, M.R.E., 1950. Teacher, junior
high school, Knoxville, Tenn., 1947-48; staff worker,
Ridgecrest Baptist Assembly, summer, 1948; summer
worker, Home Mission Board, 1949; secretary, W.M.U.
Training School, 1948-50; teacher, high school, Emi-
nence, Ky., 1950-51, and county schools, La Grange,
Ky., 1952-53. Appointed for Spain, May, 1953. m. Roy
Bianton Wyatt, Jr., June 27, 1950. Child: Roy Michael,
19

' SPAIN

for September 1953

b. Bishopville, S. C., Feb. 13, 1925; ed. Winthrop Col-
lege, Rock IIill, S. C., 1942-43; Furman University,
Greenville, S. C., B.A.,, 1947. Schoolteacher, South
Carolina and Georgia, 1943-50. Appointed for Nigeria,
May, 1953. m. George Marion Faile. Jr., June 19, 1948.
Laurel Ann,

NIGERIA

b. Gilcrest, Colo., June 19, 1921; ed. Colorado A. and
M. College, Fort Collins, B.S., .
1949. Teacher, high school, Platteville, Colo., 1943-44.
Appointed for Spain, May, 1953. m. Joseph Wilson
Mefford, Jr., May 28, 1944. Children: Sylvia Diane,
1945; Tony Joe, 1948; Janie Lee, 1950.

N.O.B.T.S

b. Richmond, Va., Dec. 2, 1926; ed. University of
Richmond, B.A., 1947; S.B.T.S., B.D.,
work toward Th.D., 1950-53. Pastor, New Bethesda
Church, Ellerson, Va., 1946-47; White’s Run Church,
Carroliton, Ky., 1948-50; and Ballardsville Church,
Crestwood, Ky., 1950-53. Appointed for Spain, May,

?une 27, 1950. Permanent
address: ¢/o E. A. Cope, Rogersville, Tenn.

1950, and

of the Missionary Family Album New APP Oiﬂtees

Appointed May 14, 1953
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Missionary Family Album
(Continued from page 24)

, Language School

Satyth, Rev. and Mrs. Jerry Paul (North
Brazil), Caixa Postal 679, Campinas, Sio
Paulo, Brazil.

! Marriage

Ray, Daniel B. (Korea), to Frances Jean
Deal.

New Addresses

Barrow, Hannah Lee, Seinan Jo Gakuin,
Itozu, Kokura, Japan.

| Beororn, Rev. and Mrs. A. Benjamin,

' 3424 San Martin, Rosario, Santa Fe,

! Argentina.

Berr, Rev. and Mrs. Lester C., Caixa
Postal “T”, Curitiba, Parana, Brazil.

BowpLEr, Dr. and Mrs. George A., ]Jr.
(Guatemala), 3939 Gentilly Boulevard,
New Orleans, La.

i Branun, Irene Thelma, Baptist Mission,
P. O. Box Special No. 35, Pusan, Korea.

CuLPEPPER, Rev. and Mrs. C. L, Jr., 145
West Gate Street, Hsin Chu, Formosa.

Davis, Martha Mae (Mexico), Calle L.
No. 412, Ap. 8, Vedado, Havana, Cuba.

Dentarest, Mary C. (Formosa), Nanuet,
N. Y.

GarpNer, Hattie Mae, Baptist Mission,
Okurta, via Shaki, Nigeria, West Africa.

GastoNn, Mrs. J. McFadden, emeritus
(China), 859 Juniper Street, N.E., At-
lanta, Ga.

=~ GiILLesPIE, Mrs. A. S. (China), 311 Acme

4 "\j Street, Reidsville, N. C.

. Y Hatron, Rev. and Mrs. William Alvin

- (South Brazil), 105 North 13th Street,

%
}

(

-
- e e o

Van Buren, Ark.
Havyes, Dr. and Mrs. Arnold E. (North
Brazil), Box 583, Englewood, Fla,
Havywarp, Mrs. John C. (Korea), 4327
Fourth Strect, Lowell, Wash.
Hunker, Dr. and Mrs. William Carl,
Lane 81, House 24, Amoy Street,
Kl Taipeh, Formosa.
¥ LaNEg, Dorothea, Seinan Jo Gakuin, Itozu,
S Kokura, Japan.

i
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LarsoN, Rev. and Mrs. Ivan V. (Philip-
pines), 438 \West Laurel, Compton,
Calif.

Miies, Julia Virginia, P. O. Box 7, Baguio
City, Philippines.

Pierce, Mrs. L. \W., emeritus (China),
307 W. Chandler, Brownwood, Tex.
Rosersox, Mr. and Mrs. Cecil (Nigeria),

Bonita, Miss.

Roserts, Frances, Casilla 31, Asuncion,
Paraguay.

SATrERwWHITE, Dr. and Mrs. James P, 2
of 50 Minamida-machi, Jodo-ji, Sakyo-
ku, Kyoto, Japan.

Sauxpers, Dr. J. R., emeritus (China),
Box 1048, Santa Monica, Calif.

SueroN, Rev. and Mrs. Ray Ellis, Calle
Sarandi 827, San Carlos, Uruguay.

StepHens, Mrs. S. E., emeritus (China),
Hotel Langren, Asheville, N. C.

Srover, Rev. and Mrs. S. S. (South Bra-
zil), 1505 Gambrell Street, Fort \Worth,
Tex.

Wieat, Ruby, P. O. Box Special No. 35,
Pusan, Korea.
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It is easy to buy

National Bibles

Because you can
choose from 32
different styles—
with features that
fit every need that
arises—all loving-
ly bound by craftsmen proud of
their handiwork! From $2 to $25
wherever fine Bibles are sold...
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“Carillonic <Bells'™

Cover the community around
your church with vibrant, spirit-
lifting carillon music. In dynamic
range, tonal quality and undis-
torted volume, *‘Carillonic Bells™
delight musicians as well as the
average passerby.

Churches ecverywhere have
found that this bell instrumentisa
valuable medium to advertise the
church and build its spiritual in-
fluence in the community.
“Carillonic Bells” require no
tower, and may be played man-
ually or automatically. The
equipment is light in weight yet
provides the range and volume
of cast bells weighing many tons,
at small cost. Write for com-
plete information to—

SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, Inc.
48359 Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA.

#Carillonic Bells" is a trodemark for bell

instruments of Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. -

NS TREIRRN ke i 1 k.

Ty A e

T

PR LY e T e

MR -

—

THE COMMISSION



T

i"\
*"'hn., 5

Yoy - .
e ————————————

- Fon H. Scofield, I

—— e e
R LTI

New Film Releases

THE production of motion pictures
and filmstrips by the division of
visual education continues on sched-
ule; and we are anticipating the re-
lease of a new kodachrome film un-
der the subject, “Empty Shoes,” on
September 1. A new filmstrip under
the subject, “The Star Shineth,” will
be released September 15. Both of
these subjects will be in kodachrome.

“Empty Shoes” is the first film of
its kind attempted by the division.
It is partly dramatic in character and
partly documentary. The film was

hotographed in India and in Eng-
land and finished in Hollywood. It
contains cighteen minutes of dramatic
dialogue and closes with a documen-
tary section. It will be a significant ad-
dition to the resources of missionary
education in the churches of the
Southern Baptist Convention.

“Empty Shoes” tells the story of
William Carey, and the first part of
the film is set in William Carey’s day.
He comes alive on the screen and we
live with him through the pioneer
days of modern missions. We follow
him to Ind:a and see him as he carries
out his ministry of translation, church
building, and pioneer schoolwork.
When William Carey reaches the end
of his journey, the question is raised
as to who will follow after him and,
therefore, fill his empty shoes.

Most Christian groups in the world
today have missionary work in India
and much of it has been very fruitful;
but, despite the great number of mis-
sionaries serving there, the great
masses of India have never been
reached with the gospel. The chal-
lenge is laid down to Southern Bap-
tists to fill the shoes of the Baptist
pioncer, William Carey.

In developing the challenge, we see
modern India and are led to under-
stand something of the responsibilities
and opportunities that lie before us
in this great subcontinent. It is the
hope of the Foreign Mission Board
that this new tool will help spear-
head Southern Baptist entry into this
great country.

The filn will be released both in

for September 1953

color and in black and white and will
rent for $10.00 and $5.00 respectively.
It will be released in the Southern
Baptist Convention only through Bap-
tist Book Stores and in other areas of
the country through secular outlets.
The film is 1,200 feet in length with
a running time of thirty-four minutes.
2 program guide will accompany the

Im.

The new filmstrip, “The Star
Shineth,” will be released only in
kodachrome. It conuains sixty-four
frames and is beautifully done with
artwork by specialists in the filmstrip
field. More than 85 per cent of the
filmstrip consists of reproductions of
original kodachrome slides made in
the areas around the world where
Southern Baptists are doing foreign
mission work.

“The Star Shineth” is produced
with the major purpose of adding to
the resources of the churches in pre-
paring for the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering. While it will not be limited
to one year’s utilization, it is tied di-
rectly into the mission study theme
for 1953. It has been prepared with
the close co-operation of Woman’s
Missionary Union.

The filmstrip has captions on each
frame and will be released with a pro-
gram guide, which will contain addi-
tional narration to go along with the
film. It will sell through the Baptist
Book Stores for $5.00.

These new productions follow in
the train of “That They May Hear,”
released in May of this year.

25 BELL G
CARILLONNC

Genvuine Cast Bronze
only $8,000 installed

Plan a Memorial Carillon for your church.
Designed to fit any church tower or bell room.
Other types of carillons available.
Write today for free estimate or visit ovr Boston
store to see it on display.
WHITTEMORE ASSOCIATES, INC.
16 Ashburton Place, Boston 8, Mass.
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pipe organ...

THE ARTISTE—
7 A TRUE PIPE ORGAN

for only $3975*...
installed!

Now, with the Artiste,
M. P. Moller offers you
the thrill of owning,
and the ease of playing,
a true, high-quality pipe
organ at the price of
substitute instruments.
Look at these features:

® 233 precision-made pipes

o pipes, mechanism (except blower)
contained In case

o compact case and console of
beautiful black walnut

e conforms to AGO standards
e 19 tilting-tablet stop controls
e expression and crescendo pedals

See—hear—play—
THE ARTISTE!

For information write Dept. C-153

oMolLER

INCORPORATED

Renowned for Pipe Organs
Since 1875

HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND
®Price slightly higher in the fz- VWest.
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In Nigeria

(Continued from page 12)

churches cannot be exactly like those
in America, because we have very few
Intermediate church members and
practlcally no Juniors. Therefore, the
unions are among the young people
and adults. The latter are sevcrely
handicapped by inability to read either
their own language or English.
Except in a few instances, such as
the Baptist College Church, Iwo, or
the high schools where missionaries or
trained pastors and leaders initiate a
program of practical Christian service,
most of the Training Union work
consists too much of the same practlcc
found in Southern Baptist unions—
that of only rendering a program on
Sunday. This is one of the phases
which is to reccive great emphasis.
The response to Baptist Training
Union work is tremendous and gives
a mighty challenge to any Christian
worker. Everywhere the workers go,
the people reach out longingly to
know how to carry on a proper train-
ing program in their churches. On a
trip into the northern part of Nigeria
in 1950, the whole church member-
ship turned out at 6:30 in the morn-
ing, at high noon, at 5:00 in the after-
noon, or at 9:00 in the evening to see
what the visitors had to offer them.
=% The approach which is being used
hto promote the work is to have a
p/ central associational school for all pas-
W7 tors and leaders from the churches.
The workers teach the manual for a
week; and then for several wecks fol-
lowmg they visit individual churches
for a week cach to teach the church
membership.
The pastor or leader who is trained
and has attended the school goes back
to his church and carries on a pro-
gram of instruction. This approach is
proving very fruitful and making it
possxble to get to many churches in
less time.
The churches are 'mal\c to the
need for training. Although in the
past it was necessary to have the
unions in the schools because church
members were not able to read,
trained leaders and members are now
making it possible to use the church
as the organization for training its
members. The workers are eager. The
need is for more help. Pray for the
Training Union work in the churches
of Nigeria and the Gold Coast.

8 (252)

He Led the Advance

(Continued from page 6)

did everywhere among the mission-
aries he completely won our affection
and devotion in the short few days he
stayed with us. His understanding of
both the field and of us the mission-
aries was nothmg short of phenomcnal
considering his little opportunity for
knowing cither closcly. One of our
number remarked that he would
“jump into the sea™ if Dr. Rankin said
so, for he would be sure that that
would be the wisest and best thing to
do!

Southeastern Seminary will try to
carry forward his ideals.

Like Paul he magnified Christ in
his body and gave of his best in the
furtherance of the gospel.  Even
though he has departed to be with
Christ his influence will live through
cternity.

Southern Baptists are a greater peo-
ple because of his strong and dedi-
cated life. In him the world saw the
staturc of Christian statesmanship at-
tained by few.

Our prayers are with vou, the
Board, and all vour associates that
God will sanctify the translation of
our leader by giving to all of vou ard
us that which will cnablc the realiza-
tion of his best plans for Southern
Baptist forcign missions.

To us a prince of Baptist Zion has
fallen in battle nobly fought until the
last ounce of strength. Shall we not
fight on in the strength of the Lord
until the day of victory when we
shall sec Dr. Rankin again? Despite
these brave words I confess my heart
joins yours in grief at our present
loss.

Japan Mission family feels keenly
loss of Kingdom architect and coun-
seling friend; but praise God for his
victorious faith.

Dr. Rankin led out in advance and
now has advanced farther than any-
one thought of for him: others must
step up now in zeal and devortion.
Perhaps that is the reason for his

going.

I feel that possibly the most incisive
mind among us has been taken.
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Any book mentioned may be had from the Baptist Book Store serving your state.

The Eyes of the World Are Upon You

THIS year’s foreign missions study

books on the theme “The Eyes of the
World Are Upon You” give Southern
Baptists a world’s view of themsclves.
The books (Broadman Press, Nashville,
Tennessee) focus attention on Southern
Baptist churches and their relationship
to mission ficlds in other countrics rather
than viewing the mission fields them-
selves, as mission books of former years
have done.

YLET'S
LISTEN

=31 Let’s Listen, by H.

Cornell Goerner (60

cents), the study book

for adults, will give

5& many rcaders an en-

49 tircly new idea of

their mission task. Dr.

wead Goerner, professor of
&J missions at the South-
_ ern Baptist Theologi-

cal Seminary, bases his discussion on ob-
servation and interviews while visiting
missions fields and on replies to ques-
tionnaires sent to Baptist leaders in coun-
trics where our missionaries are located.
As a result of more than a century of
pioneer mission work and as a result of
forces that have brought the peoples of
the world closer together, a new age in
missions has come. This book reveals
those changes in mission strategy and
also something of the progress made in
mission lands by Baptist nationals. It helps
the reader bring his concept of missions
up to date.

Sixteen to One, by
W. Boyd Hunt (60
cents), is the study
book for young peo-
ple. Where Dr. Goer-
ner lets us sce our-
selves through the eyes
of the world’s Chris-
7 tans, Dr. Hunt lets us

scc oursclves through
the eyes of non-Christians. Those non-
Christians judge us by what we do rather
than by what we say—and what we say
does not always agree with what we do
and with what we profess to belicve. Dr.
Hunt points out that the world does not
stay won, but that cach gencration must
be won ancw. This confused gencration
is the world God gave us to win. Are
we failing to follow Christ’s command to

for September 1953

preach the gospcl to our own gencration?
Dr. Hunt challenges his readers to take
missions seriously.

In As Others See Us
(35 cents), the book
for Intermediates,
Johnni Johnson intro-
duces her readers to
young people from all
over the world. Their
comments and “small
talk” reveal their
views of the United
States and its churches
as well as their concept of their own
problems and difficultics. Miss Johnson’s
experience in international youth meet-
ings and with youth groups gives her a
rare insight into the thinking of young
people of the world. Intermediates will
appreciate  her writing style, which
catches the mood of young pcople. She
is now a missionary to Japan.

———] My Two Countries,
: | by Sue Terry Wood-

=
== son (35 cents), the
I ! book for Juniors, is
her own experiences
when, as a child of

# Set vy Wondsoa

\)J Brazil, the country of
her birth, to live in
land. Since the United States was to her
a strange land, she helps children see
also gives them some idea of what it
means to be an “M.K.” (missionary kid),

the author’s story of
COUNTRIES
nine years, she left
the United States, her parents’ native
their own country as strangers sce it. She
for Sue’s parents were missionarics.

—— Sunbean Sandals, by
SUNBEAM |:| Vivian Bruner (35
SANDALS cents), the book for
nev |' Primary children, is
f“ L3 .j| the story of the Mec-

Farland twins’ trip to
four countries—Japan,
. | Isracl, Nigeria, and
' Brazil. The twins
name their new sandals “Sunbeam San-
dals” because they want to be sunbeams
for Jesus in the lands they visit. They
promise to tell their Sunbeam Band about
the countries when they return to the
States. Through the experiences of the

twins, children will feel a kinship with
children of the world and will learn
something of missions in the four coun-
tries.

The first three books in this study se-
rics should be read by leaders of cach
age group. The Adult book and the
Young People’s book each supplement
the other, the former speaking from the
standpoint of Christians in other lands
and the latter speaking from the stand-
point of non-Christians. The Interme-
diate book combines the two viewpeints
from a different level.

The Church Around the World

For many years Southern Baptists have
uscd the interdenominational mission
books published by Friendship Press
(New York) as background reading on
their own mission study series. This
year’s interdenominational study theme,
“The Life and Task of the Church
Around the World,” complements South-
ern Baptists’ own study theme, and the
books supply a great deal of background
material. Some readers, however, will ob-
ject to the heavy emphasis on “the world
church” ideal.

The Adult book in the serics particu-
larly, That the World May Know, by
Charles . Ranson (32.00 and $1.23),
1s insistent that denominational lines are
a hindrance to Christianity and that
churches must unite to bring a divided
world together. The author is so much
concerned with unity—and by “unity”
he means “world church” rather than
fellowship and co-operation—that he al-
most obscures the excellent discussion of
Christian missions and their influence in
world affairs. He traces the rise and
spread of missions; and the reader feels
his sincere concern that the world may
know and follow the Lord Jesus Christ.

Wherc’er the Sun, by Samucl Hugh
Moffetr (8:2.00 and $1.25), is a treatment
of the expansion of Christian groups in
recent years. The reader almost feels
that he is taking a guided tour of
Christian groups in India, Thailand,
China, Japan, and the islands of the Pa-
cific. He also gets a glimpse of Christian
movements in Africa, of special problems
and accomplishments in Latin America,
and of pressing problems confronting
Christians in many parts of Europe and
North America. Dramatic incidents in
the lives of individual Christians are inter-
laced between carefully documented facts
and figures.

A Ship Sets Sail (§1.00), the book for
young people written by Jean M. Fraser,
is based on the issues discussed at the
Third World Conference of Christian
Youth. The five major issues discussed
arc the missionary obligation of the
church, interpretation of the Christian

(Please turn to page 30)
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e Books
(Continued from page 29)

gospel, freedom and social justice, Chris-
tian homes, and the Christian and world
tensions. The underlying theme is the
unity of the church, but whatever the
reader’s attitude toward the world-
church movement, he will gain a deeper
insight into the problems and the cour-
age of Christians all over the world.

The Church We Cannot See, by Nelle
Morton (8200 and $1.25), a book for
teen-agers, is a group of twenty-three
storics about people around the world
and their experiences as they accept
Christ as their Lord. The author’s vivid
word pictures make the people live for
her rcaders. The book is divided into
four parts: the church is everywhere,
the church is people, the church is work
and worship, and the church is wherever
you are. All point up the fact that the
church is not a building of stonc or
wood, but is in the hearts of God's

people.

Many Hands in Many Lands, by Alice
Gecer Kelsey ($2.00 and $1.25), is a book
that children’s leaders will certainly want
to add to their collection of missionary
stories. It contains twelve stories, each
with a different country as background.
The countries are: Burma, Korea, Trini-
dad, Mexico, Greece, West Africa, China,
Southern Rhodesia, Guatemala, Japan, the
Philippines, and India. Based on true in-

~
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cidents, the stories are about the activi-
tics of the boys and girls themselves. The
over-all theme is that God’s work needs
“many hands in many lands,” and the
stories show that children’s hands are
uscful in that work.

The Round Window, by Elizabeth C.

Allstrom ($2.00 and $1.25), is a group of
twelve missionary stories for Primary
children. They deal with nine foreign
countries and with pcople of other na-
tions in our own country. Told in lan-
guage that makes the characters real for
the child, the stories call forth imme-
diate response and action.

-
-
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The Cokesbury
‘DINNER AND
BANQUET BOOK

23 Tested Plans for

Food, Fun, and Fellowship
by Clyde Merrill Maguire

At church, school, club, or home—
for any group or occasion—these 23
tested, adaptable plans will make guests
say “This was fun! Let’s do it again!”

Written in a friendly, easy-to-follow
style, the plans show just what to do
and how to do it—yet ave flexible
cnough to adapt to any age, group, or
occasion. Clever line drawings indicate
a variety of ways to make invitations,
menus, decorations, program covers,
etc. Entertainment features include
suggestions for stunts, skits, readings,
and contests that fit each banquet or
dinner theme.

Known to thousands for her skill in
planning dinners and banquets, Mrs.
Maguire is the wife of Dr. John Ma-
guire, Executive Secretary of the Flor-
ida Baptist Convention.

THE CONTENTS

GEORGE WASHINGTON BANQUET—PRO-
GRESSIVE DINNLR—VALENTINE BANQUET
—SWEETHEARTS AROUND THE WORLD—
“ScrooL DAZE” DINNFR—SHIP BANQUET
—DREAM DINNFR—BACKWARD BANQUET
—TREE DINNER—HIGHWAY BANQUET—
Foorsters DINNER—FLOWER  GARDEN
BANQULT—F0OTBALL BANQUET—VIC-
TORY DINNER—THROUGH THE YEAR BAN-
QUET—HARVEST DINNER—GAY NINETIES
BANQUET—BO0OK DINNER—LiIGHT BAN-
QUET—HALLOWEEN BANQUET—THANKS-
GIVING BANQUET—CHRISTMAS STOCKING
BANQUET—BELL BANQUET.

$1.95

THE
MATURE
HEART

by Helen B. Emmons

1
b4
¥ .
-
14
x
)
&

b
i

MO

Here 1s spiritual refreshment for
every day—i150 meditations pointing
the way to a rewarding life of Chris-
tian maturity.

Writing out of a firmly based Chris-
tian faith and a sensitivity to the values
of human personality, Mrs. Emmons
points to ways of living worthily and
serving God and mankind every day.
Each meditation is made up of mean-
ingful Scripture, simple and vigorous
comment, and a stimulating prayer
suggestion. All are vividly illustrated
by quotation and incident from the
Bible, history, literature, and contem-
porary life. The book is printed in
large, clear type for easy and enjoyable
reading.

Heartwarming and challenging, The
Mature Heart is a constant source of
encouragement—a faithful companion
for all who seck increasing spiritual
strength to enrich the mature years.

SOME OF THE THEMES

FrieNDsHIP wiTH CHRIST—STUDY OF
THE BIBLE—THANKFULNESS—TRUST IN
Gobn’s GOODNESs—RELIANCE oN Gob's
POWER—SHARED LIFE—FAITH IN ETER-
NAL LIFE—FAITH THROUGH SORROW—
Farmin 1IN True RicHEs.

$3.50

Published by
ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS

Order from your Baptist Book Store
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Out Beyond
(Continued from page 7)

were not invalidated, but something
new was added to them and equally
noteworthy was the discovery that
new horizons of even greater magni-
tude were opened up for all to ex-
plore, on and on out into a still more
amazing beyond.

With this one example out of the
many which might be adduced of
what physical man can do in the
space-time continuum clearly before
us, we cannot do otherwise than won-
der what the mind of man, not space-
time bound, might find “Out Beyond”
through a willing and courageous
search under the leadership of the
Guide to all Truth.

Just under two millennia ago the
Son of God Incarnate came, not to
destroy but to fulfil, and in so doing
established new categorics of thought
for his followers. Turning points of
history from that day to this can
clearly be seen in retrospect to be the
breaking away from the stercotypes
of their day by servants of God who
ventured in faith “Out Beyond.”

One remembers at once the apostles,
the church fathers, the Protestant re-
formers, Roger Williams, the Wes-
leys, William Carey, and many others
who conform to this pattern and an-
swered the call of God for the new
ideas so desperately needed in their
times.

What of today? Are we doing our
thinking in terms that have become
stereotypes? Are we limiting our ef-
fectiveness as bearers of the gospel by
categorical ideas that are no longer
meaningful except to us? In a world
that is seething with unrest and puls-
ing with v1gor, as the result of the dis-
covery of new techniques, are we fail-
ing to match the need with the power
that is available through Jesus Christ?

Are we shirking our responsibility
for seeking the answers to questions
that could not even be asked by those
who went before? Are we burying
our talents, so greatly enriched today,
in the ground? Should we advance yet
more rapidly in enlarged faith?

It may well be that in parts of the
world where Christians are suffering
so much today that they are venturing
much for Christ while we sit supinely
by enjoying our ease. Expressing our-
selves in familiar language instead of

seeking the real meaning behind our

for September 1953

verbalizations, are we not countxng
ourselves to have attained instead of
pressing forward?

God is calling—calling as he has to
his people throughout all ages, calling
us “Out Bevond.”

PROJECTS PICTURES

“*OF UP TO THEATRE SIZE -

AND SNOW-WHITE BRIH.IANCY

Given,
DIFFICULT TO-DARKEN RO0MS

New STRONG UNIVERSALY
High Intensity A.C. ""%",

< The.

,?‘
./5&8”

Ideal for use under daylight or
artificial 1lighting
schools and churches where a dark-
ened room is not desirable, practical

conditions in

or economical.

Entirely safe in the hands of a
lay-rman, the Strong Universal is
easier to operate than the average
16 mm projector. Simply plug into
any 110-volt A.C. convenience out-
let. Draws only 12 amperes. The
motor-driven arc will project con-
tinuously for 80 minutes without

retrimming.

= ARC -SLIDE . PROJECT OR

‘Q't.o" ’/‘)“’"6\_' /’J{;}"

o

S
gp.? "/

The Stroag Universal Model No.
44000 projects 3% x 4 slides.
Comes complete with blower, slide
carrier, power transformer and arc
lamphouse with motor-fed carbons.
Adaptations permit the projection
ot 2"
quired for other than customary in-

x 2” slides. Lenses as re-

stallations are available.

Use Coupon Now to Obtain
Full Details & Prices

Dealer Inquiries Invited

72 City Park Avenue

THE STRONG ELECTRIC CORPORATION

Please send brochure and prices on the Strong Universal Slide Projector.

Name ...... ceensesssccenas tesaces sesecsescees
AQALESS ceiecueerneceeietettncsctacnacascncnnosesnsenssasssasasnstosancesscscasscasccssscns cesnsee
City & State ..eccev.e.. teesseseesresnsccnsanns

Name 0f SuUpPDHer cveveceeetennceccrccarcaccones

et sessnssetssetssttescatssscctossrsentan escsssssse

Toledo 2, Ohio

(255) 31
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For Free!

“Venezucla: Great Possibilities!” by
Thomas L. Necly. A firsthand account of
Venczuela—its geography, climate, and
wealth. The author describes the country
as freedom-loving and its people as re-
ligious-minded, ready to listen to the be-
licfs of Southern Baptists. Many find the
gospel of Christ, as Baptists preach it,
acceptable; they also like the Baptist sys-
tem of church government. This pam-
phlet presents Venezuela as a rich harvest
ficld for Southern Baptists.

“Tbhe Field Is the World” (1953 Report
of the Foreign Mission Board). This book
is a2 summary of what has been done dur-
ing the past year in the countrics where
missionaries of Southern Baptists are serv-
ing. It is a compilation of firsthand re-
ports from cach mission arca. Facts and
figures reveal the accomplishments of
nussionaries and national Baptists in the
thirty-two countries where Southern
Baptists serve. Statistical tables in the ap-
pendix give a total picture of the work.

“Associational Report—1953.” This is a
sheet of information prepared especially
for use in associational meetings and in
the preparation of brief reports on the
forcign mission undertaking of Southern
Baptists. It contains concise statcments
about the work of Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries. Brief information is given on
the 1952 receipts of the Board.

“Mission Study Packet.” Items included
Rn a packet of material available for use

. } vith the 1953 forecign missions study
o books were described in this column in

the July issue of The Comnanission. Au-
thors of the 1953 Graded Series Books
have suggested the use of the following,
also:

“Your Baptist Missions in Japan™—a
map.

New Arecas Map.

New Arcas Picture Sheet.

Nigeria Picture Shect.

“Moslem Teen-Agers Today,” pam-
phlet by J. T. McRae.

The above itens are free upon request
to the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
doard, Department of Missionary Educa-
tion and Promotion, Richmond 20, Vir-
ginia.

<€

CHURCH BULLETINS

Evervrogreocive church should
use inters’ De Luxe Bulletin
Boaerd. Dignified, effective, and
economical. Over 7,000 IN USE.
Incresge attendance, interest
and collections. Write today for
llluc: Catalog COj H.E. Winters
lSpecuhy Company, Davenport,
owa.
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IMMORTAL TIDINGS IN MORTAL HANDS
Arthur J. Moore

A stirring tribute to the missionaries of the gospel, and to their
faith and consecration. The author calls upon the churches for a re-
newed dedication to their primary mission—the speading of the gospel
into the whole world. Here, for every Christian, is a reminder that
Christ’s message has been entrusted to him, that he bears the “im.
mortal tidings™ in his mortal hands,

“A challenging statement to all who follow the Lord Jesus, declar-
ing their mission, evaluating the epposition, and outlining their strategy.
. . . A book of world vision which sounds a trumpet call to Christian
energy and dedication.”—Donald F. Ackland, Baptist Sunday School
Board. PuBLISHED SEPTEMBER 8. SL75

IN PARABLES |
Clovis G. Chappell 1

In these 14 interpretations of the parables of Jesus, a master preacher
of our time brings powerful truths that justify faith, brighten hope,
and make real the presence of God in today’s world. Each message is
powerful in its simplicity and vividness. In each, everyone who cher-
ishes the parables will find new insights into the simple, timeless stories
Jesus told.

The Chapters: How Gon Meers Our Neeps—ENJoyvING RELIGION—
So Much ror So LirtLe—WithouTt Lisuit—IN THE NAME oF SENSE—
Facinc THE Facts—Sour SAINTS—PERsONAL PrREACHING—CHOKED
Lives—Excuses—NotHING TO Say-—A DraMA oF THE Hicuway—The
LAayAwAYy PLAN—Gop anNp MoxNEY.

“Spiritual in insight, captivatingly humorous, unfailingly challeng.
ing, and always down to earth.”—Donald F. Ackland.

PuBLISHED SEPTEMBER 8. $2

—— X

THESE THINGS REMAIN

Carlyle Marney

PASTOR, FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH, AUSTIN, TEXAS 1

Ten sermons—distinctive in form, dynamic in content, unforgettable
in spiritual power and impact.

“The author knows and loves the Lord, knows and loves people—all
of them, understands fully the inroads of the material and temporary
upon the spiritual and eternal. . .. The pages of this little volume (172
pages) fairly scintillate with brilliant, stabbing truths;-you will not go
to sleep reading it.”—John L. Hill. €2

MANDATE TO HUMANITY
Edwin McNeill Poteat

PASTOR, PULLEN MEMORIAL BAPTIST
CHURCH, RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA

In. this scholarly study the Ten Commandments speak with com-
pelling urgency to Western man—to men caught between the pressure
of materialism within and communism without.

Dr. Poteat explores the history and meaning of the commandments
and their relevance to our day—challenging everyone who would
achieve the fullness of God's intention for himself and society.

“Valuable for ethical and psychological insights and application.”—
Dale Moody, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

PuBLISHED SEPTEMBER 8. $3.75

AT YOUR BOOKSTORE...

Abingden-Cokesbury Press
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Almost every boy and girl loves to read
about famous people. And here are short, ecasy-to-read
biographies of outstanding Southern Baptist missionaries . . .
their background . . . their lives . . . why they became mis-
sionaries. Every Junior and Intermediate will gain spiritually
through reading about these overseas messengers for the Master.
Also, parents or anyone looking for background material will

enjoy reading these enriching stories.

Only 20c each

L

. Com-8-53
at Yowr Baptist Book Store
Ala.—Birmingham 3, Mobile 20 (Mobile Assn.);
Ariz.—Phoenix, Box 2749; Ark.—Little Rock; Cal.—
Fresno, Huntington Park (Los Angeles Area), Oakland cach:
12; Colo.—Denver 6; Fla.—Jacksonville 2, Miami 36 *
(Miami Area); Ga.—Atlanta 3; Ill.—Carbondale; l MORE THAN CONQUERORS

Kan.—Wichita; Ky.—Louisville 2, Owensboro (Da-

viess-McLean Assn.); La,—Alexandria, New Orleans 13 ' Series:

Charles Kelsey Dozier of Japan
Everett Gill, Sr., of Europe
Agnes Graham of Chile

George Green of Africa

Enclosed is $

(N. O. Assn.), Shreveport 47 (Shreveport Area);
Md.—Baltimore 1; Miss.—Jackson 5; Mo.—Jefferson
City (Concord Assn.), 1023 Grand, Kansas City 6,
&t. Louis 8 (St. Louis Assn.); N. M.—Albuquerque;
N. C.—Charlotte 2 (Western N. C.), Raleigh (Eastern
N. CJ); Okla.—Oklahoma City 3, Tulsa 3 ’(Tu_lsa-
Rogers Assn.); Ore.—Portland 5 (Oregon-Washing-
ton); S. C.—Columbia 29; Tenn.—Chattanooga 2

_-_._-—————_V
Please send me the following books of
the MORE THAN CONQUERORS and
MUCH TO DARE series of missionaries

for Intermediates and Juniors at 20cl

(State sales tax, if any, extra)
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MORE THAN
CONQUERORS

Biography Series
for Intermediates

) CHARLES KELSEY DOZIER
. OF JAPAN, A Builder of
Schools

By Maude Burke Dozier
EVERETT GILL, SR., OF
EUROPE, Far Lands and Fair
Lands

By Ruby Daniel Udvarnoki
AGNES GRAHAM OF CHILE,
To Will and To Do

By R. Cecil Moore
GEORGE GREEN OF AFRI-
CA, Chief of the Medicine
Men

By Marjoric Moore Arm-

strong

M e e

,.
LTI

i
MUCH TO DARE

Biography Series
for Juniors

ALONZO BEE CHRISTIE OF
BRAZIL, Out of God’s Pocket
By Genevieve Greer
JAMES EDGAR DAVIS OF
MEXICO, Printer for God
By Frank W. Patterson
EMMA WILLIAMS GILL OF
EUROPE, A Lovely Lady
By Ethel McConnell Her-
ring
WILLIE HAYS KELLEY OF
i CHINA, White Iaired Lady
P of Shanghai
: By Johnni Johnson

R R Y L YRV ARV TR INY

Met aapeEsreeny

MUCH TO DARE Series:

Alonzo Bee Christie of Brazil

James Edzar Davis of Mexico

Emma Williams Gill of Europz:
Willie Hays Kelley of China

Please charge my account [J.

State

(Bradley & Hamilton Assns.), Knoxville 08 (Eastern . Name

& N. E. Dists.), Memphis 3 (Shelby Assn.), Nashville 3;

Tex.—Austin 1 (Dist. 15), Dallas 1, Fort Worth + | Address
(Serves Tarrant Co. Assn.), Houston 2 (Dists 3 & 4), ’

Lubbock (Lubbock Assn.), San Antonio 5 (Dists. & City

& 6); Va.~Richmond 19.
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Helpful
Bible
Published.

IHE Bl B[[ that will Surﬁrise You!

= Reveals Spiritual Meaning of Verses -~
L ¢ |

&g

Gives Desired Information More Quickly

55 FEATURES...

in ONE

READ WHAT OTHERS SAY:

Dr. Robert G. Lee: “This is to testify that I have
used the Thompson Chain Reference Bible for several
years in my study of the Bible. I believe it is the
very best on the market today. I commend it most
heartily. I wish that every reader of the Bible and
every student of the Bible had a copy of this un-
usually helpful Bible.” Dr. Ellis A, Fuller: “The
New Chain Reference Bible is a Bible with an at-
tached Biblical Library. There is no other Bible like
it. After using it myself for a period of five months,
I commend it most heartily to pastors, evangelists,
Sunday School teachers, and all others who desire to
obtain a better understanding of the Bible. Between
the covers of this book are both the text and all the
helps that one needs for ordinary Bible study.” Dr.
W. R. White: “The New Chain Reference Bible is
one of the most satisfactory Bibles for all ’round
purposes I have ever examined or used. Here the
Bible student can command the finest helps which

7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE-

THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE
Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library

Volume

EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D.

scholarship is able to provide.”” The Late Dr. F. M,
McConnell: *“I firmly believe that a boy in the 7th
grade can get more information from this Bible in
two days than a preacher can get from an ordinary
Bible in a week.” Dr. E. D, Head: *“The New Chain
Reference Bible is in reality a library in itself.” Dr.
B. W, sSpillman: “I use it constantly and find it the
most valuable volume in my library. When it is
known that my library has in it about five thousand
volumes and not ten per cent of the books are in the
realm of fiction, you can see how I prize this volume.
To Bible students it Lhas a value which can not be
counted in money.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell:
“The New Chain Reference Bible (Thompson's) is the
best yet. It has more helps than any other Bible.
At my home, we are one hundred per cent for it and
wish that a copy of this best of all Bibles might be
in every home in the land.” Dr. Charles W. Koller:
“Its helps are superb. [ know of none better.”

Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles—Has So Many More New Helps!

lgj Unlque chart showing Origin and Growth of the Foglish

e,
2. The Outline Studies of Bitle Perlods, comparing Bib-
Ilcal History with Contemporary Secular History.
3. The Analysisof the Bibleasa Whole.
4. The Analysis of each of the 66 Books of the Bible.
§. The Analysis of every Chapter of the New Testament.
6. The Analysisofthe Verses of the entire Bible,
_— 7. The Numericaland Chain Reference Systems,
‘\} + 8. Special Analysis of the Important Bible Characters.

) 9. Contrast between the Old and New Testaments.
¥ 10. The Topical Treasury New Topics for Prayer Meet-
Y- fngs, Men's Meetings, Women's Meetings, Missionary Meet-
ings, Young People’s Meetings, etc.
11. Special Bible Readings for private devotions and pub-
flcservices. New and different subjects.
12, Bible Harmonies of the Lives of Moses and Paul.
13. Special Portraits of Jesus.
14. Chart of the Messianic Stars.
15. Chart showing cause of the Babylonlan Captivity.
16. Chart of the Temple of Truth, illustrating the Ser-
mon on the Mount.
17. Chart of Jesus’ Hours on the Cross.
18. The Christian Workers’ Qutfit. Of speclal value tosoul

ers.

19. AllProminent Bible Characters Classified, listing the
Patriarchs, Leaders in Early Hebrew History, Courageous
Reformers, ete., with meaning of their names given.

20. Golden Chapters of the Bible.

21. A Complete General Index of over seven thousand
topics, names and places.

Blgi‘z‘ Special Memory Verses selected from each Book of the

e,

23. Chart Showlng Seven Editions of Divine Law.

24. Graph of the ProdigalSon

25. Bible Mnerzcnics, or how to memorize.

26. The Principles and Best Methods cf Bible Study.

27. Pictoriallllustration of the River of Inspiration.

28. Bible Markings, Explaining best methods_of marking
one’s Bible.

29. Concordance.

. 30. Atlas of 12 colored maps with Index for quickly locat-
Ing places.
Other Features in Text Cyclopedia
} 31. Topleal Study of the Bible. Correlated Seriptures

prioted out in full under 2467 topics and sub-topies. Three
times as many as in agy other Bible.
32. Contrast Study of Great Truths of the Bible. Enables

you to study the Constructive and Destructive Forces of
Life, with the Bible verses printed out in full under such sub-
jects as Faith—Unbelief, Love—Hatred, Courage—Fear, etc.

33. Life Studies, such as Business Life, Home Life, Devo-
tlonal Life, The Surrendered Life, etc. .

34. Bible Stories for Children. A list of 56 stories to be
read from the Bibleitself.

35. Miracles of both the Old and New Testaments listed
§n Chronological Order.

36. Parables of the Old Testament. Parables of the New
Testament, listing those given in One Gospel Only, those
givenin Two, and those given in Three.

37. Titles and Names of Christ; of the Holy Splrit; of God
the Father; and of Satan.

38. General Bible Prophecles.

39. A List of the Prophets of the Bible.

40, List of Judges of Israeland Judah given in Chronolog-
ical Order.

41, List of the Notable Women of the Bible.

42, Mountains and Hills referred to in Bible, listing the
Scenes of Great Events,

43. Dictionary Materlal.

44. Tables of Time, Money, Welghts and Measures.

Eleven New Features Added in the Third Improved Edition

45. The Historical Bridge, covering Interval between the
Old and New Testaments.

46. Chart showing the History of the Apostles.

47. Harmony of the Gospels, citing references in different
Gospels where eventsare given.

48. Calendar of the Christian Cra.

49. The Post-Resurrection Appearances of Jesus, Illus-
trated with well-known paintings.

P gO. Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by
ohn.

51. An Outline History of the Evangelistic and Missionary
Work of the Early Church.

52. The prophesies Concerning Jesus and their Fulfillment,
gxrrfanl%ed Chronologically, with principal verses printed out
in fu

53. Map Showing Approximate Distances from Jerusalem
to Virious Historical Points.

54. Chart Showing the Interlor Arrangement of the Temple
at Jerisalem. .

85 Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the Jour-
neys of Jesus, Peter, Paul, and the Journeys of the Children
of Israel from Egypt to Canaan. These are separate maps,
mind you—not several crowded together on one page.

B.B. ‘Avskbride BIBLE CO.

l DEPT. C-299, K. OF P. BUILDING
INDIANAPOLIS,

INDIANA

The Revised Version is given in the wide
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im-
portant difference in meaning occurs.

Be Fair to Yourself!

See this special Bible with its un-
equaled practical helps before you
buy any Bible—or you may regret
it as others have. Ask your pastor

about it. No other Bible is s0 high-
ly praised by so many renowned
Bible Students.

for this
big FREE

descriptive

BOOK
AgentsWanted

B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CO.
Dept. C-299, K. of I'. Bldg.
Indianapolis, Indiana.

[ Without cost or obligation to me, send
a copy of the big illustrated book, “A New
Bible for a New Day,” and full par.tx.culnr;
concerning the Third Improved Edition 0
your New Chain Reference Bible.

] Send your special terms to Representas

tives.

Name. e o
Address —
City. State — o
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