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Evangelical Marvel

An Italian village is becoming evangelical,
somgglging? unprecedented in this land where a Baptist (or any
| other evangelical) church with more
" than a hundred members is considered quite large.

. By Virginia Wingo

AA N what is your faith bascd?
On a building? What will
you do if you have to leave

this place?” - .

The questions were asked by Pas-
tor Graziano Cannito to his congre-
gation which had alrcady been turncd
out of onc building. The answer came
from a joyous, cnergetic, gray-haired
woman; “We will take our sheets and
make a tent!” . -

The sctting was Sant’Angelo in
Villa, an cvangelical marvel in Italy
—an cntire village which asked for
the gospel and is now receiving it.

Tgc occasion was the regular morn-
ing scrvice on November 27, 1953, in
this small community some sixty-five
miles southcast of Rome near the pic-
turesque city of Frosinone. More than
150 people werc. crowded into a

round-floor room, not morc than

orty of them scated and the rest
standing in cvery available space,

The gright sunshine of the cloudless,
cold morning flooded the countryside
but scarccly touched the unhecated
room on the northwest corner of the
house, But the Italian countrypcople
and the scven visitors from Rome were
unused to heated churches, anyway,
All had come to church in their heav-

Ten of the fifteen citizens of Sant'
" Angelo in Villa who spent
eleven days In [all for “disturbing
the peace” when their beloved
priest was transferred

to another village, The man on
the left did not go to |ail. The

e ‘woman second from
RN right Is the one who ex-
“ claimed, “We wiil take
our sheets and make a tentl”
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iest clothes; so no onc suffered real
discomfort. They listened absorbedly
to the sermon, cvery now and then
punctuating it with cxclamations of
approval,

After the service, Pastor Cannito
hurriedly lefe in his battered midget
car for the morning scrvice at Isola
del Liri and the people obligingly
congregated outdoors to have pic-
turcs taken before time for Sunday
school, Scventy-five children arc en-
rolled in the Sunday school; but
grown-ups, as well as the boys and
ﬁirls, rcturncd to the room for the

our’s lesson, most of them to stand
again, Everybody, from the three-
year-olds to the clderly, hcard the
same lesson because there is no space
for scparate classcs.

After the lesson, the group headed
again for the sunshinc and stayed and
talked till it scemed as if no one

would cat dinner, But finally, of

course, all did.

The mecting of the Youth Move-
ment, one of the organizations of
the church, was scheduled for four
o'clock that aftcrnoon, ‘but by three
people were already gathering for it—
not only the members, all the unmar-
ricd folk from fifteen ycars of age on
up, but younger and older folk also
came, '

The women used to have their spe-
cial mecting on Sunday afternoons,
too; but, sceing no point in missing
the joy of cxtra fellowship, they now
atcend the Youth Movement on Sun-
days and hold their 'own ‘mecting,
usually with all forty-two members
present, on Tucsday evenings, In that
cold, inadequate room, with its many
standing pcople, onc fele again the

warm, vital spirit of fellowship and . §

devotion,
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. their  disillusionment by

The story of this evangelical marvel
began slightly more than a year ago
when the townspeople became much
disturbed by the news that their local
priest, to whom they were deeply de-
voted, was to be transferred to an-
other parish, They begged him to stay
and they sent a petition to the bisho
imglon_t;_?‘ him not to send away their
padre, They were joyful when assur-
ances came that the priest might stay
and when he himsclf promised not o
leave them,

Then at two o'clock the morning
of January 2, 1955, a car carrying the
bishop, angther pricst, and two mili-
tgrly policemen entered ‘the slecping
village silently, Nobody would have
seen it qliding to & stop in front of
the local pricst’s door gmd not two
laboring men been going to their
work at that carly hour,

As the door to-the house opened
quictly and the beloved priest came
out, the suspicions of the two villagers
were confirmed and they began yell-
ing to awake the others in S:e com-
lr;ru;lnity. One ran to ring the church

cll,

Bedlam bro]c; out in the little com-
munity as parishioners, angry and hurt’
at thg:‘ betrayal by the psrgst. rushed

~ into the strect. The mob blocked the

retreat of the car; and some of them,
in a vain cffort to get ‘the papers
formally transferring “their pricst to
another parish, pulled the bishop and
priests out onto the street, “

As the excited parishioners shouted
that . their padre had not kept his
promise to them, the priest completed
rotesting
that he did not know what ¢ ey were
talking about, The town police finally
arrived to stop the demonstrations,
Fifteen people, more than half of
them women, were arrested and spent

cleven days in jail for “disturbing the
peace.” .
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Their former padre began his work
clsewhere, not at all concerned for
the fiftcen faithful who were put in
juil. But the people had lost more than
a priest; they had lost their faith in
the whole system that had deceived
their simple trust. Yet they fele more
than cver “their need of God and
wanted someone to teach them more
about him. They prayed that they
might find someone to lead them, for
they were a flock abandoned by their
shepherd. They knew a litde” about
evangelical belicvers, but there had
been no evangelical services in their
village,

. One day onc of the former faithfuls
of Sant'Angelo met an elderly Baptist
deacon from Isola del Liri, some nine
miles away. The dcacon, slight of
stature, poorly dressed, his smiling
face as shiny as his bald head with :its
fringe of white hair, was a familiar
figure in that region. A man of little
schooling who always said, “I can't
make a talk,” he was respected as an
carnest Christian cven by nonbelievers
and was known by his fellow evan-
gelicals as one of the strongest Chris-
tians among them,

THIS deacon the citizen of
Sant’Angelo made his plea: “Why
doesn’t your pastor come to Sant-
Angelo in Villa vo preach to us?” But
oung Pastor Cannito was alrcady
usier than it scemed possible for one
man to be, with several services each
Sunday and with numbers of com-
munitics to visit during the wecek. (He
is the only full-time Baptist pastor
within a radius of more than thirty
miles.) '

The deacon could only su that
the people at Sant’Angelo invite the
pastor directly, So a special delega-
tion was sent to ask Pastor Cannito to
come and help them. Knowing the
situation, he could not refuse.

Part of the congregation at the mern "
service of the church in e

Sant'Angelo in Villa en Nevember

27, 1955. The pointed plst of land next
to the road In the right rear .

is the lot purchased for the church.

On his first Sunday there, Apri
Palm Sunday, the mzin street gﬂ thse'
::ttlmvn was filled with some two
undred esger people waiting for him,
It was a strangely thrilli gxperience
for the Baptist , 50 often greeted
with scorn or diffidence, to find so

.

enthusiastic a reception.
. The jammed invo a big room
in a home for the service, Can

nito preached to as eager a ;mu as
ever he had seen i:fis life, 'Ig\ey
were hungry for the gospel he had
to proclim, Remembering their re-
cent disillusionment, he d that
they should not base their faith on
any person—priest or pastor—but on
Christ alone.

Soon more than a hundred were
cagerly asking for baptism, but it was
necessary to  wait awhile to. see
whether or not their initial interest
was due just to a rcbound from the
formal Church. The interest con-
tinued steadily; so a church was or-

ized, and the man chosen to be

cad of its council was the former

president of the town's Catholic
Action Society.

There was need for a Sunday
school, but there was no one to come
and teach regularly. Pastor Cannito
organized the school and sent an
urgent plea to the Italian Baptist
Union for a worker. But no
tor was available, and man om
communitics had been asking for
months or years for full-time pastors.
So the request was made for two

young women, graduates of Arm-
strong Memorial Training School, to

come live in the vown and work es-
pecially with the women and young

p 1]
ﬂanwhile, when the pastor could
not get to Sant’Angelo in Ville, there
were three laymen who could always
be depended on. All:three, according
(Continued on page 32)
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Alice (Mrs. W. Dewey) Moore with a cloa

at the Armatrong Memorial Training School

- which i3 dedicated to preparing young ltal.
The Armstrong Memorial Training Schopl for Girls in Rome, lan girls of high school age for Christian|
ltaly, was organized in 1949, Miss Vlrgt&a Wingo is principal service in the home, school, office, church, ot |
and Miss Grace Tyler is missionary co-worker. wherever the Lord might lead them. |

Strengthening the Base in ltaly

Southern Baptists began work in ltaly in 1870 and
at present have ten missionaries stationed in Rome
and Rivoli. The fifty-six churches have more than
four thousand members, but the actual “population’
In Baptist families is about twelve thousand. For
these churches and the forty-eight outstations, there
are only forty-eight ltalian pastors and evangelists.
In addition to the institutions pictured on these
pages, Baptists in ltaly sponsor a Baptist Youth
Movement, which is growing in influence; a Woman's
Missionary, Union with its auxiliaries; and @ Good
Samaritan Clinie directed: by an ltalian doctor. A
publication department produces literature.

‘Baptist good will center in Ribolla, ltaly, operated by
. graduates of Armstrong Memorial Training School.
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The Baptist Union of Italy has hoadquartera In 1hls
building in Rome. In the headquarters are the offices of
Dr. Manfredi Ronchl, executive secretary of ltalian Bap-

' tists; Dr. W. Dewey Moore, Foreign Board representa-

tive; and Dr. Roy F. Starmer, publications director, :
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In the main classroom of the Baptist semi-
nary. The seminary now has sixteen students,
nine of whom are preparing for the minis-

try. Besides offering theological courses, the lstituto Filadelfia is the ltalian name for the ar?ﬂmary. FounM

school serves as a hostel for Baptist students . in 1901, it was closed during the Fascist regime. It was re-
attending secular schools, v ' opened at Rivoli-Turin in 1948, :

First students accepted on the seminary's hostel plan,
These boys are also taught basic seminary courses.

The four men responsible for the Baptist seminary:
Signor Gluseppe Clampa, professor of theology; Sig-
nor Vencenzo Veneziano, rector-administrator; Dr.
Benjamin R. Lawton, president; Rev. Albert B. Cralg-

head, professor of church history. :

A
v

.

'

Buildings and grounds of the George B. Taylor Orphanage for bo&s and
girls and Rest Home for, old folk, which houses about 130 people. This

insfitution is maintained by ltalian Baptists, Alice {Mrs. W. Dewey) Moore
is director, '

Lo ool d

Historlcal Baptist church at Mesna
at the mouth of the Susa Valley on
the highway of the conquerors.

for April 1956
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o e , ™ O with me on an adventure in
1 nd Falth O Southern Rhodesia—over the
a a : ; croded valleys, past the sun-

scorched plain where blades of green

bring a magiclike transformation to

, ® : : the whcﬂe lm;\d Qeaclbycag We lwill 1
. ) go out throu uc Que, down along.. .}
ulld a Churc and across the Scbakwe River, and .

up the trail to the small group of-
minces dotting the hillsides, !
. | Here we will find a church and aj

R Lo - cople, The church house is not one
S The people wanted a church, but there e i people would rave about,

“ : The walls are: made of poles and mud.”
w‘"as o money. Theref ore, they carried log' There are no pancs ig the window-

: frames. The drab floor is only a mix-:
S fteen miles over burnt, broken ture of native ingenuity and smoothed-:

N . ' over mud. There are no benches nor
countryside and built it themselves. seats inside, except for those which

are carricd to and from the houses
of thec members for Sunday services.

. o L There is no pulpit, nor do electric
By John R. Cheyne , (Continued o;x page &)
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The 350 logs put into the church bullding were cut
and carried fifteen miles. They are approximately
four inches in diameter and nine feet long.

.
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Missionary John R, Cheyne and

two villagers nall the

sign over the door of the finished church,

§
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LEFT: Vlllagor’ heads for his work In the Sebawke gold mine. CENTER: Misslonary Cheyne leads children from
the village In singing familiar hymns In thelr language. RIGHT: Cheyne visits at a village home,

Zeal and Faith
Build a Church

Ll

(Continued). . i -

&

lights adorn the ceiling’ which rep-
resents the tedious cutting and carv-
_ing of loving hands, There is no bell
tower, but rather an old picce of scrap
metal sounds its peal, calling men to
God. And yet, this building stands
proudly among the hundreds of

thatched huts which surround it,

The people are those who have
come out from the rescrves and back-
lands where they have been steeped in
a godless darkness, It is their church,
and they have shown their love for
it in erccting a building,

Let me tell you their story, It all
began about a ycar ago when Pastor
Samuel Ngoma, now promoted to a
place of cternal reward, came to tell
me about a group of Christians some
twelve miles away from our church
in Que Que, Two of our faithful
members had moved back into this
territory to work at the Secbakwe gold
mine, Looking out over a place where
satanic influence had gone unchal-

8 (104)

lenged and unhampcrcci, thc).' caught,

a vision of the need for a light to
shinc amidst the darkness.

There was little to inspire hope for
a church except the faith of these two
men who believed it could be done,
At their persuasion Pastor Ngoma
traveled the twenty-four miles round
trip on his bicycle cach week to
preach, On my next monthly visit we
went together, I was introduced to
the vision of a church by the radiant
smiles and carnest expectation in the
faces of these two men.

We walked through a myriad of
folk, Some smiled and greeted; some
scowled; others turned away in dis-
interested apathy, The children fol-
lowed, and we gathered together
under a tree and sang the old familiar
hymns in the language, of the Zizuru
and the Inyanga, Soon the people
came, First one, then another; finally
a large group stood with us and we
began our meseage.

Al

4

LEFT: An old plece of scrap metal sounds its peal to call the villagers to worship.
RIGHT: Cheyne greets the congregation at the door after the service,

Who could blame these mcn‘ \vvhcn i

they asked for a church? The rains
were coming! Many people had been
saved! They wanted a place of wor-
ship! 1 knew there was no monci
available, and there were places wit

much larger concentrations of peo-

ple where funds would have to be
directed. But they pleaded that they
would build their own church if only
we could provide tin for a roof, I
prayed and then said, “Yes, God will
provide! -

Little did I rcalize the price they
would have to pay in order to build
their own church, Since no logs
big enough could be found anywhere
near, these two men walked back
through broken, burnt countryside
fiftcen miles to a place where they
could cut the 350 logs which would
be nccessary to complete the struc-
ture they had planned, Each log was
to be at least four inches in diameter

(Continued on inside back cover)
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By Baker James Cauthen

) NY forward look in world mis-
A sions is taken with gratitude
for what lics behind, We build

upon the foundations laid by heroic

men and women through - prayer,

vision, faith, and sacrifice,

No cnterprisc could present a
greater array of dedication to high

urpose than that of world missions.
'Those who visit mission ficlds where
pioncers endured hardships, overcame
almost insurmountable obstacles, and
sometimes were called upon to lay

. down their lives feel themselves to be

on sacred ground.

Many missionarics have been called
upon to endure long scparation from
loved oncs, loss of carthly possessions,
and weary months in concentration
famps for the sake of the Lord we
ove,

With no less dedication do mission-
arics today go to their ficlds of serv-
ice, Distance has been shortened by
. air travel, medical progress has re-
duced many of the hazards of discase,
and articles can be purchascd to make
the strain, of mission-ficld lifc less
pressing; but the same high dedication
which characterized the carly pioncer
is found in missionarics to nx/.l

Members of the Foreign Mission
Board find a distinct personal blessing
in their service, They are constantly
challenged to new personal dedica-
tion by the many cxamples of seclf-
- +less devotion on. the part of young

missionaries as thcy give their testi-
monies during appointment.

In thinking of what has been ac-
complished, one is made awarc of
how much has been achicved by so
few and with so lictle, In thirty-five
countrics today missionarics represent
Southern Baptists with far-reaching
programs of cvangclism, church de-
velopment, leadership training, Chris-
tian cducation, medical and benevo-
lent work,

The "durability of what has been
accomplished is evidenced in China
where amid the chaos of long ggars
of war, military occupation, and Com-
munist domination the cause of Christ
still moves forward with power and
courage. '

i
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to obey

PO YOy

Saker James Cavthen

There is real ground for encourage-
ment as we look ahead, The task of
world missions is coming into its
rightful place in the hearts of South-
crn Baptists, It is not regarded as a
worthy activity in'which to engage at
our option or convenience, but rather
as a mandate of our Master which we
must obey. .

Baptists arc people who are willin
to follow conviction at the cost o
suffering and hardship, The history
of the struggles for religious freedom
adequately demonstrates this fact,

As the time comes when the thirty
thousand churches co-operating in the
Southern Baptist Convention recog-
nize our high obligation to our Lord
his Great Commission, we
will scc a new day come in world

_ missions,

'W'E ARE beginning to measure
¥Y¥ the true accomplishments of a
church, not only by what is done
locally, but in terms of the whole
world, Ministers regard their task, re-

rdless of the gcograghical location,
n terms of world nced.

The thought of thirty thousand
pulpits dedicated to a world ministry
is thrilling! Think of the prayer for
world missions which must result!
Think of the harnessing of resources!
Think of the supply of mission volun-
teers! _

Churches rightly recognize the
Foreign Mission Board to be but the

4
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Looking Ahead in World Missions

- pason. for- s low
missionary or a
world, Each church thinks in ternw
of its own world nth jected

tion with ot Wke
churches:

The growing conviction of South-
ern Baptiss about world missions is
reflected in larger atewuﬂoh‘ﬁ Be-
cause of growing support of the Co-
operative ram, it was possible in
1955 to provide more than $1,800,000
for foreign missions beyond the
Southwide budget,

In the 1956 budget of the Coopera-
tive Program $335,000 more is bei
provided for foreign missions,
an increase of §750,000 is being rec-
om};nen for 1957,

eart~warming reports of the re-
cent Lottie Mo?:g Christmas Offering
give further evidence of growing con-
cern for world missions. Soon after
these words are read, the full amount
of the offering will be known. We
are confident it will exceed by far
the amount of any previous year. The
largest amount reported from a single
church up to this point is $32,000.

We are able to look ahead with ex-
pectation of a gready increased mis-

channel throsgh whick
com

, sionary staff. More young people are

volunteering for missionary ‘service
than cver in our history. It is our
firm cxpectation that before the 1964
celebration of the triennial conven-
tion organization, we will have passed |
the objective of 1,750 missionaries,

Of special importance in enlarging
the number of missionaries is the fact
that many pastors and ‘others who
have completed their training and are
in vital positions of service are volun-
‘teering to

Many are discovering that the years
of service followin§ seminary study
have provided invaluable experience
for missionary service,

All trained workers would do well
t(; hold open in lrayo:r tl;:: question
of going personally to the mission
ﬁelrtgzllntil they areywellofbe d the
no appointment age of thirty-two
or have &’an disqualified by mekh
It is with this group of God's servanws
that advance can most rapidly and
successfully be attained.

(Continned on page 28) .
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Changed Lives
By Agustina Varetto Canclini

A‘L‘:"&&‘“m‘;:;::;:
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and soon found he necded some

crs. He dida't trust any of the

he could hire there; so he

tcmmtobuemsAua.theupmlof

. to hire some men,
ownetofthemchvhmhc

was livi him nox wo do

that, telling him that he would find a
spccnl kind of Indian to work for

'l'he Indians came to work and oaly
anc could speak well, He told
the surveyor that they coulda work
on Sunday. “Nor Monday cither,"
thought young wrveyon “On
'gl\ond‘yyou be 'sobering up from

n

Butyon the Monday after the first
Sunday, the Indians came to the job
rested and ready to work, They were
" humbly dressed but clean; and at the
noon hour they read from a black
book in their own Indian dislect, sang
together, and scemed to be praying.
Immediately the young surveyor
noted that they didnt doak, m\oke,
or SWear,

Because of their attitudes and ua-
usual actions, the young surveyor
from Buenos Aires became curious as
to what book the Indiens read during

the noon hour, He was told that it

was a Bible,

After several mmths. wl\en he e
wrned to his home in the CRY,
l\esecuredanmleandbcgantomd

it. Before, he had thought that the
Bible was only mtem\s o those
who liked tlut kind of hiwory; bwt

* Acts 1033¢, 43 (Phillips),
(e
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= In Every Nation

- “Ged is ne respecter of persons . . . in'ever) nation the
| man wheo reverences Him and dees whkat is right is
uccopnbk te Him!. .. Every man who bolicves in Him

may receive forgivenass of sins in Hls Name.”™*

row he read i with a different mo-
nve—l\ehdseeaxtchngethek\u
of ladians in the Chaco.

(The abere is a frec translation, by

"Nela Dean [Mrs. Chavies W] Whie-

ten, of a story published in Spanith in
be stud cowvse deook, Ne Sercis

[\‘eShlBeM Witnesses],
by Agustina Varette [&?rs. Samtiage)
Canchini, weife of the paster of Contral
Bapeist Church, Bucnes dives, Argen-
a2, and professor in the Intcraational
Baptist Theological Scwinary in Buc-
wnes Aires.)

Pickle Barrel Baptism

By W. H. (Dub) Jackson, Jr.

ERE is much done out of nec-
mt) oR a mission field that is

> what the
e e e Y
ter of

cer-
‘tainly no church would ever

a lmge pickle barrel, se\*enp“m
diameter and five feetdeep.forthe

Some Bime age when ane of aur lem
guegeathenl teacdhers enncunced thet he
wot going to teign in order to atudy tor
e winhiry, the Rudents guve Nm @ gt
of money. ta N thankyou spacch be seid,
*“T've been teaching you the tosk whereby

oy especially for them. Mony of them
oo rodiont Chivtems—piay thet they
weoy b foithtul—Borathaa (Bottie) lume,
winionery to Jepen

have been able to

- back to ocur meeving

the best you can with .
-\\latxsa\mleble.Forexample.

of ba i there were an
e porbilies at sl y

Some time ago when we held our
first service in the city of Asshigawa,
}ocated on the northernmost nl;nld of

apan, We began to see wonderful re-

l;“‘ of course, rejoiced over the

large numbers
wto our nc\\' church.

We were fartunate, @ i a way, to
ize our ﬁm
thirteen members i A just be-
fore the heavy snows and long, cold
winter set in. Even so, that first bap-
tism was marked by cold winds and
heavy rain which were a part of the
typhoon that claimed the lives, of
some fourteen hundred pcople i a

ferrvboat disaster that ni

The candidates, for lack of chang-
mg facilities, were forced to wear
their wer clothing for over an hour
out in the storm until we could get
place—that is, all
except one who resorted to the good
Japanese custom of changing clothes
in public and did so right there on the
beach in full view of all as we finished
singing our closing hyma.

We began to thml\ about our bap-
tismal problem right then; but after
the next baptism in which seven were
baptized in a Japanese public bath-at
“one hundred yen a head, as'the hotel
Tanager put it, we bcgan T0 Move a
livtle “faster- i in finding suitable facili-
ties,

With snow and ice piled high six
and seven months out of cach ycar
and outdoor activitics banned a good

'ught months, we had to try to make

some arrangements to baptize in the
missionary residence, pn
While we continued our secarch
through this cold city for some an-
swer to our frozen WwWe were
(Continned on page 30)
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Baptiet Heophtal, Afteun, Jerden

By Alta Lee Lovegren
She was brought into the hospital nearly dead,

her body filled with horrible gashes caused by deep‘

thrusts of a long-bladed knife in the hands of her
angry brother,

She cannot live, thought some who saw her.

“But how can she die?” asked the Christian nurses
as they prepared her for surgery under the watchful
eye of the local police.

As the missionary doctor unived the mother of
the injured young woman came to him with her plea:
“Leave her alone, Doctor. Let her die. She's not worth
your trouble. Just don't bother about her, Let her die.
She's too mean to live.” Others added their oplnions,
all mclng with the mether. This wicked woman
deserved only to die, they said.

The missionary doctor had a different idea. He
entered the operating room and prayed with his co-
workers for God 1o save this life through their efforts.
They worked long end tediously and Ged werked

through them,

More Than Life: Eternal Life

)

ttme. but she lived. The crushed, brulsed, cut up,
bleeding, aching body of that sinful woman was
saved from death,

During the, time of her recovery in the hospltul
bed, she heard the story of Jesus. She made new

_friends who were kind and gentle and who told her

that the love of Jesus made them want to be good.

Gradually their kindness_became contaglous. The -

nurses noticed that when the mother came to visit
there were no more shouts, cruel threats, and curs-
ings from their patient. She was learning the way of
loving-kindness.

The time for her dismissal from the hospital drew
near. When the mother heard of it, shc pald a last
visit to the missionary doctor, saying, “You brought
her back from death, That's what everybody Is saying.
You saved her life, now you have to take care of
her. | dont want her any more. She must never
come back to her home again.”

“Let me stay here," the young woman pleaded,
for she had learned to love the hmpltel and the
atmosphere of happiness and kindness. Werk was

Miraculously, the woman Hved. Her recevery tosk (Continued on inside back cover)
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|. FOREIGN MISSION NEWS

General

Haystack Sesqulcontennial

Twenty Protestant clergymen from
elght overseas areas visited Willlams-
town, Mass,, in February in connec-
tlon with the 150th anniversary of the
beginnings of the American foreign
mission movement,

The visiting ministers, all students at
Unlon Theological Seminary in New

. York, attended a portion of the Hay-
stack Monument Sesquicentennfal
Celcbration, which began January 1
and will continue throughout 1956,

The celcbration derives its name

_from a 1a-foot monument on the
Willlams College campus which marks
the site of a haystack under which
five students sought shelter from a
sudden shower in 1806 and, while
walting out the storm, dedicated their
lives to “the service and well-being of
people in forelgn lands across the
scas,” .

In 1810 these five men and six others
formed the first American foreign

- mission agency—the Amcrican Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-
sions, under which Adoniram Judson
and Luther Rice were appointed for-
cign missionaries.

K]

$cholarship Fund

A missionary scholarship fund .of
$26,000 from the cstate of the late Mr.
and Mrs, J. F. Tompkins of Blythe-

Wake Forest, N, C,
This fund represents a portion of

The flve American Protestant missionaries who were
killed in the Amazonian rain forest In January by the
savage Auca Indlans exchanged gifts with this vil-,
lage on the Curaray River for several months before

personal contact was attempted,

the Tompkins' cstate sct aside for the
propagation of the gospel in mission-
ary endcavor,

Mr, and Mrs, Tompkins were ac-
tive in many religlous enterprises and
were especially interested in Christian
missions. Mr, Tompkins was a layman
in the Blytheville First Baptist Church,
where he served for many years as
deacon and as teacher of the men's
Bible class, ,,

Interest from the Tompkins' fund
will be used to cstablish three scholar-
ships of approximately $250 cach, to
be awarded men or women students
who are preparing themsclves for for-
cign mission service, Recipients will
be sclected from the middler and

senlor classes or from the graduate

groxr. ) v

“Many of our young missionaries
Fo out to foreign fields with school-
ng debes still to pay,” commented
Dr, Sydnor L. Stealey, president of
the seminary, “This fund . . . will pre-
vent such trouble for many in the
years ahead,” .

Celoembia

Bullding Inavgurated '

A new building for the First Baptist
Church, Cali, Colombia, was inaugu-
rated last December, More than 1,000
people attended Sunday school and
over 1,300 were present at the cve-

_ning scrvice on the inauguration day,
ville, Ark,, will be set up at South- -
" castern Baptist Theological Seminary,

Growth

Sixty-four -pcaple were baptized
into two Baptist: churches of Bogoti,

Colombia, during 1955, A new center
has been opened in the suburb of
“Secars,”

A congregation of 27 baptized per-
sons in the city of Ibagué may soon
be organized into a church,

Indenesin
Construction has begun on the Bar-
tist hospital, Kediri, gavn, Indonesia,
and the first unit of 40 beds may be

. ready before the end of this summer.

Two clinics arc now in opcration, one
at the hospital site,

A, missionary doctor, two mission-
ary nurses, and six untrained helpers
have scen more than 9,200 patients
with a total of 16,000 visits since the
first clinic was opened in February,

1955,

f‘{’Vca have seen that the reported
physical need was no cxaggeration,”
writes Missionary Nurse Ruth Ford.
“Pray for us as we try to cquip the
hospital, organize a school of nursing
and one of midwifery, and find the
needed staff. Our main need is nurses.”

There are now two Sunday schools
in Kediri, with more than 220 attend-
ing cach wecek, and a worship scrvice
led by a student from the Baptist
seminary in Semarang who rides nine

o T A e S M TR ol s ey im

hours by train to help in the evan- | |

gelistic work,
Jupn
Translation Honered '

The ncw Kogotal (colloquial) Bible
in Japanese has been awarded special
(Com{nucd on -page 20)

Pete Fleming, one of the martyrs, explains the model
plane, dropped by the missionaries in their friend.
ship campalgn, to an Auca Indian man they nick-
named “George.-These pictures were made by Nate
Saint, another martyr, (See story on page 14.)




This small church 1s one of ten ropmori’tod at the mesting of the
Cotabato Baptist Assoclation, on the lsland of Mindanao, In the

Philippines, The church, located a two-hour trek through rice
flelds from M'lang, was bullt entirely by local membaers,

Association Sets Pattern of
.Co-operationp in the Philippines

By Ted O, Badger

EN twenty-five messengers
from ten; Baptist churches and
several mission points in the Southern
Philippines recently assembled at Cota-
* bato, they marked their first yecar of
associational organization, There was
a fccling of satisfaction in the hearts
of Missionaries' W. A. Solesbee, Wal-
ter T. Hunt, and J. E, Jackson, for
they had witnessed the birth and
growth of many of the churches and
mission points: and had offered guid-
ance as the new churches established
themselves,

They had counscled with the na-
tional pastors and the laymen concern-
ing the problems in their churches.
They had rejoiced in the conversions
which had been reported from every
arca, And, now at last, they saw these
Filipino leaders coming together in
co-operation to advance for Christ,

Remarkable progress was reported
by the churches, and a fine spirit was
felt throughout the four sessions of
the meeting, As prayer requests were

for April 1956

made known by the messengers, the
moderator called for translation into
both the local ‘dialect-and English so
that all might share the burden. Over
and over the request was made to pray
for a spiritual strengthening of- the
members, Especially were the mes-
sengers concerned that believers might

row in faithful stewardship of all that
God had given them, The missionarics
were deeply challenged by this ear-
nestness of the nationals,

Between scssions, the messengers
ﬁuthcred for their meal in the best of

aptist tradition, discussing their work
and rcjoicing in growth, They dis-
cussed the open opposition of some
rcligious groups and the tragic idola-
trK that ¥rips the land in the name of
Christian ?{. As the mecting drew to
a close, all felt strengthened by the
fellowship and the sharing of prob-
lems, They knew that the work of
God was advancing over all the Philip-
pines, for in 1955 the Southern Bap-
tist Mission reports enumerated 17
churches, 37 outstations, go Sunday
schools, and 63 Vacation Bible schools,

Rev. John Emplg (center), assoclation
moderator, and two other national pat.
tors discuss the meeting agenda,

0Ll Pt o e Ml et S i

Missionary W. A, "Scleshes ad-
dresses the pastors and messengers.

Messengers eat together, The white
streak on the left Is a "fly chaser.”
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Icﬁcdorlon Indians serve as trucks.

given to the slaying of the five
evangelical missionarics by the
savage Auca Indians, in which these
five soldiers of the cross valiantly gave
their lives, and from some statements
that have been received in letters writ
ten to the missionarics after this event,
there seems to be a prevalent idea that
Ecuador is completely inhabited by
savage Indians. Actually, in compari-
son with the toral population of the
country, over three million, the num-
ber of savage Indians is relatively
small, .
Since they arc savages, it is impos-
sible to know lust how many there
actually are, It is cstimated, however,
that the number of Aucas would not
be over two thousand; the Tetetes,
another savage tribe, is no larger; and
the Jivaros (pronounced. he’-vah-
rows), the famous hcad-shrinkers,
probably would not have over one
thousand who are still considered sav-
ages since many of them have re-

FROM the publicity that was

Women carry loads, also, and do unskilled construction work.
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ccived the and are faithful
Christians, So, in all, there are an esti-
mated five thousand savage Indians in
a population of over three million, or
approximately 1/6 of 1 per cent.
n the other hand, there arc only
approximately two thousand cvan-
eﬁcal church members in Ecuador.
f we assume that all of these are gen-
uine Christians and allow for the pos-
sibility of an additional three thousand
people who know the Lord but are
not members of an evangelical church,
there would be approximately the
samc number of saints as there.-are

Guayaquil, Ecuador, a seaport, is' one.
the centers of Baptist work.

savagcs. Therefore, the large majority
of Ecuadorians arc not savages, but
ncither have they had a saving ex-

rience with the Lord, They have,a
orm of godliness, but their hearts
have never been touched by the re-

generating power ‘of the Holy Spirit,

In order to try to rcach a part of
this large number of sinners, a Baptist
center, Bethel Baptist Temple, was
inaugurated on Novémber 13, 1955, in
the city of Quito. Durin%thc slightl
more than five ycars of Baptist wor
in Ecuador, your missionarics have ex-
perienced the beginning of six new
centers—three in the capital city of
Quito and three in the large coastal
cit%hof Guayaquil, ‘

¢ preparations for the opening of
this new center were no different
from the_others. There had ‘to be
months of praying and scarching for
a suitable location; struggles with car-
penters, painters, electricians, et cetera,
to get the building and furnishings
rcady on time; and advertising to let
people know about the Temple, How-
cver, neither was the thrill of the first
service, with.-visitors from other
churches and newly invited people
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crowding in to fill the room, any dif-
ferent from the ‘opening services of
the other Baptist centers,

Nor are our daily prayers and toils
to get people intérested, and to keep
them interested, in hearing the gospel
any different from those of missions
aries and national pastors concerned
with other congregations, Each time
one of this large number of unsaved
people comes to know our Saviour
there is much rejoicing among those
who alrcady know him,

Such a time of rejoicing was af-
forded the congregation at the Bethel
Baptist Temple one Sunday night re-
cently when five men walked down
the aisle accepting the Lord as their
Saviour. The pastor reccived a special

“thrill when he and two of the men

who are members of the Central Bap-
tist Church, but who are now attend-
mﬁ\ and helping at the new center,
talked with this group.

At the close of the conference, one
of these new converts asked if he
might give his testimony. Among
other things, he said: “Before I -be-
came a Christian, I had a great fear of
hell, but no fear of offending God.

.
»

for April 1956 ..

This Equator marker Is located near Quito,
. b Yoo O 4,0 L
Ecuador, another. center for ‘mission’ work,

gasoline brought to his 'homo.
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- Now, I have o fear of hell, but wwch

fear that I will do something to offend
my God.”

ith a Christian conception like
ghat, cven though he has Indian blood
in his veins, this man is far from be-
Ing a savage—he is a saint, With him
and others coming to know and serve
our Lord and with the help of other
missionarics who will be coming to
Ecuador, we trust that soon there will
be no savages in this country and all
the sinners will be sinners saved by
grace,

Ecuadorian Indlian with denkey.

In the Forests
Of Fear '

-

“HERE comes a group of Aucas we
have not known before.” That was the
last radio message from five young
North American missionaries slaugh-
tered by Auca Indians in the Amazon-
ian rain forest of eastern Ecuador on
January 9. We may never know just
what happened. . . .

The rivers rule the Amazon reglon,
and man is here on sufferance. Towns
and little citics cling like fungus to
high spots on the banks hundreds of
miles apart, They cannot grow for
lack of land, Land in Iquitos, Peru,
two thousand miles up the Amazon,
costs as much as land in some parts
of Long Island because the city covers
the only spot for many miles that

is above water during the rainy sea-
(Continned on next page)
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Missionary. Joiner points toward property for a Bap.
tist student center across from the Central Universily

of Ecuador, in Quito.

Central Baptist Church, Quito, Is located downtown.

Missionary Garreth E, Joiner crosses the street.

Playgrobnd; Central Baptist Church, Quito,

Ecuadorian Indlan woman and baby attend church

services in Quito. d .

e ?M‘ o e [RCSTPE TRE S e
3

3 '_‘,?‘ :

Ecuadorians:

son, Except for the small volume of air traf-
fic, all travel and commerce is by water, and
the only dircctions are upstream and down-
strcam,

In this immense area and around its
fringes live hundreds of forest tribes, and
subtfibes, usually in small groups rangin
from onc or two familics to onc hundre
or more people, The best available estimates
give the region’s population as about onc
and a half persons per square mile, one of
the carth’s lowest population densities,

The names of these tribes are a barbaric
litany: Machinguenga, Campa, Caiapé,
Nhambiquara, Bororo, Paritintin, Jivaro,
Cashibé, Munduruct; these arc only a few,
Some share the same language, some speak
apparently .unique tongues. What is taboo
for some is routine for others, Some wear

or léss squalid circumstances.
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Barrio in Guayaqull, where poor people live In more
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clothes, others go
plex tribal ritual, ¢
arc aggressive to
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Many are well k
are an almost co

Three of the fd
shunned above
Aucas, who kill
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the three, live i
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A new convert Is baptized by Missionary Howard L.
Shoemake In the Central Baptist Church, located In

Guayaqull, Ecvador.,

. ) N .
ges, But Sinners .

Some have a com-
le or none, -Some
cir Indian ncigh-
to be left alone.
b scientists, others
ystery,
es are feared and
s, They arc the
merican mission-
estern Venczuela;
ral Mato Grosso.
least known of
uadorian oriente,
ts of the Amazon

hdred miles from

hed voleano Tun-

ver the qlcasant
s, The only road

canyon' chiseled

The Baptist church In Barrio Gara '
, Y. Guayaquil, Is
me.gtlng here while erecting’ a new b\.ﬂldl)t"ng‘.1 '

. A new conveﬁ leads the music at a mission preach-
.1, Ing station In Guayaquil, "
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by the Pastaza River in its foaming descent

from the sicrra, Below Bafios the river
drops from the last Andean shelf in a scries
of spectacular leaps, The forest closes in
sud enl{. blotting out the sky. The oil town
:lf' Shell Mera lies some thirty milés far-

CLuuus ‘

By its unchanging nature the jungle will
r.emnin a place of fear and stealth, of half-
light by day and ceric violence by nigh:
But man can change, and it may ‘be that
some day the Aucas will be pacified by the
gentleness that won the Chavantes, If so,”
the five young American missionarics will
not have dicd in vain,

—ScoTT SEEGERS )

The New York Times Magazine
(Used by permission) - ,

Library, Central Baptist Church, Guayaquil,

Men:bers are doing most of the work on the
Garay Baptist Church, v
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Called to Be a Missionary

The great Dr. Richard Fuller of Baltimore had
finished his morning sermon and was fervently cn-
gaged in a long benedictory prayer. Because of the
uncxpected shuffle of feet immediately in front of
him, his eyes opened even in the midst of his carnest

raycr. As soon as the amen was said, an outstretched

and met Dr. Fuller's. “While you prayed, God called
me to go to China and I am here in response to that
call,” were the forthright words of a young man
whost¢ name was Rosewell H. Graves.

Lon ore this dedicated young man had any
idea of being a missionary, God was preparing him

for such service, At twenty-three he was both a
medical doctor and an ordained preacher. For young

.Dr. Graves, the path to missionary service began al-

most immediately after his public commitment; thcrg-
fore, in 1856, at twenty-three years of age he set sail

for Canton, China.

For fifty-six years he gave his all in response to the
wholchearted ‘commitment he made to his Lord that
morning in Baltimore, There were times when a price

‘was put on his head by the officials in Canton; but,

speaking excellent Chinese and wearing native dress,
he merely took a Chincse towboat up one of the
many streams into new missionary territory and to
where news of his “nuisance” had not gone.
¢ time of his extremity actually became God's
opportunity to orcn up other preaching stations and
make new disciples of many who would never have
heard had Dr. Graves not been temporarily driven
out of Canton. ~ :

One day during the later years of his long mission-
ary career of fifty-six Dr. Graves was sharing
some of his c.\Xerlcncw with a group of Chinese Chris-
tian leaders, All were profoundly impressed that he
had left America to come to China and cven more so
that after so many dangers he had clected to stay on
in China. In an attempt to know the reason for this,
one was bold enough to ask, “Dr. Graves, why did
you come and why are you still here?” “Because
God called me to China and the only thing for God's
servant to do is to abey.”

God's calling Rosewell Graves to be a missionary
meant that a young and well-trained life was offered
in response for missionary service in South China.
Because he was a medical doctor he was able to
minister to the nceds of sick people almost im-
mediately upon his arrival there. This gave him an
entree into homes and hearts that otherwise he should
have had to wait years to realize. Moreover, his youth
and good mind enabled him to learn the Chinese lan-
guage as only few foreigners have been able to do. His
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Chinesc associates reported he knew more Chinese

than any of them and that he became a Chinese
scholar. Dr. Graves was always humbly grateful for
this gift and attainment and used the Chinese lan-
guage to its greatest advantage when preaching on
the “good news.”

God's call to Dr. Graves also meant that in 1868—

just nine years after the Southern Baptist Theological

minary was founded at Greenville, South Carolina
—the first.theological school-on Southern Baptist mis-
sion fields was begun. He taught in this school and was

its guiding htz:‘\d until the last days of his long fruitful

life which came to an end in 1912,

"Then again the call of Rosewell H. Graves to mis-
sionary service meant that most of the later designated
stations of the South China Misson were carly
opened as preaching points. It is reported that by 1868
he had visited all of them except one; and countless
other citics and villages in-South China had heard the
voice of this evangel.

Just as God cquetcl Dr. Graves into missionary serv-
ice, so has he called thousands of others. Moreover,
he is continuing to call other well-trained and deeply
consecrated people to be missionaries. '

Many of the world's people are sick; and God's best
way to meet their critical need is to call 2 missionary
;liolc(;or or nurse and lead him or her to some needy

e *

Milliohs of carth’s population are unlettered and so
many nationals. whom He has cilled into full-time
service need Christian training. And God's quickest
way to answer this need is to place a missionary in
the midst of it. -

Approximately two billion of the world’s peoples
are without knowledge of the Christian gospel. They
have not belicved because they have not heard, and

- they, have not heard because they have had no

preacher; and yet we know *“whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” God's
only way to mect this appalling situation is to call a
missionary and place him in some villa%;: or city in
order that these may hear and therefore believe,

This is the time of the year when several hundred

of the choicest young people, dedicated to do God's

~will, will be graduating from our seminarics. Many

rayers have been made and hopes ‘cherished that
rom these graduates God will call many to foreign
missionary service,

The Southern Baptist Press

Time was when there were few Baptist papers and
magazines, but that time is lonwast. Now, in addi-
tion to the publications of Woman'’s Missionary

THE COMMISSION




Union, Sowthern Baptist Home Missions, and The
Cowmpission, every Southern Baptist state convention
has its own paper. The function and importance of
these state papers cannot be overestimated. They pro-
mote the work of Sunday school, Training Union,
Raptist Student Union, Woman's Missionary Union,
Baptist Brotherhood, Southern Baptist Foundation,
cvangelism, Christian cducation, children’s homes,
home and forcign missions, and just about any other
caterprisc Baptists seek to project.

Morcover, they carry articles on Baptist history,
doctrine, ccclesiology, and other special themes need-
ing the attention of our Baptist constituencies.

ey also seck through their cditorials and special
features to inform Baptists of the issues demanding
consideration, and to interpret these and point out
possible solutions to them,

The cditors of these papers are men of unrestrained
dedication and unremitting diligence. They shoulder
heavy responsibilitics and are. keenly aware of this
fact. In order to cope with the incomparable task
committed to them these editors must be “all things
to all men” and this entails much study, planning,
public relations, patience, wisdom, and determination.

They attend many meetings and conferences related
to their field. They also hold one very significant
meeting of their own once each year. This year's
annual meeting was held in lovely Mobile, Alabama.
Special lecturers are invited to speak to these editors
and evaluate the state of the papers and suggest ways
of improving them. One special lecturer at the 1956
meeting was Mr. Purser Hewitt, whose messages
proved to be both encouraging and frightening. The
editor, according to Mr. Hewitt, the son of a great
pastor, is to be:

1. A thinker in his state.

2. An irritator—he has a perspective above the
level of most of the people of his state.

'3. A manager. “Schoolmaster of the people.”
4. A public relations expert. |

5. The intelligence man in his state.

6. A shock absorber.

7. A debtor to lots of Eeople, who give him news
and apprisc him of much that is going on..

8. The Lord’s evangel. Above everything else at
all times he must recognize that he is the Lord’s mes-
senger doing that which.the Lord has commanded
him to do without fear and with great wisdom,

Everyone who attended this meeting came awa
fecling that the time spent there was profitable indeed.

The Post of Duty, the Place of Service

A China missionary once remonstrated with the
late Dr. M. Theron Rankin for not commandingba
fellow missionary to leave a city made dangerous by

for April 1956

constant air raids. Dr. Rankin's immediate and wise
reply was, “I've discussed the dangers with him and
he fecls that he's at the ‘post of duty. If that be tru
no other spot is his place of service now.” !
Recently riots raged in Jordan and Southern Bap-
tists had missionarics at our hospital in Ajloun. Al-
though dangers were real—cven death loomed a prob-
ability—our missionaries felt duty bound to remain,
and their post of duty was their place of great serv-
ice. During the very height of the attack on our
hospital and school a mother went into labor and Dr.
L. August Lovegren delivered her baby. Of this ex-
crience Mrs. Lovegren wrote her anxious mother,
T'd rather dic in my place than live a million years
with the memory that I had run away.”
. 'This is the very principle and formula for success
in God's service. We are his, therefore, we serve~him
(see Acts 27:23); but we can only serve him at the
post to which he has called us, Whether that post be
dangerous or safe does not condition our ability to
succeed there. If it is the post of duty, it will be our
only place of service at that time,

Ought We to Be Missionary?

In 1791 William Carcy published his now long-
famous missionary Enquiry. In this significant docu-
ment he raised four questions, the first of which was:
“Ought we to be missionary?” This onc, as well as
the remaining three, Carey answered in the affirmative.
And we must so answer it today-and be able to state
some good reasons. .

We ought to be missionary because Jesus so com-
manded his first and all succeeding' disciples. Did he
not say, “Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all
the nations” zASV)? The responsibility incumbent.
upon all of us who are his, therefore, is to bear such
certain witness that men will come to believe ‘upon
him. And this is ours by virtue of his command.

Moreover, we ought to be missionary because we
arc empowered to be, Jesus' very last words given to
his disciples before: his ascension constitute a promise
of great siE\iﬁcance. “But ye shall receive power, -
when ‘the Holy Spirit is come upon you” (ASV)
conveyed ‘this promise, and the purpose of that cer-
tain. enducment of power was to enable them to be
his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and in “the
uttermost part of the earth.”

Third, we are impclled to be missionary and that
which .impels us is love. Jesus has given us the best
statement on the principle involved here. “If ye love
me, keep my commandments,” said he. The com-
mandment is plain, the promise of power for the task
is definite; but many have failed to be very missionary
in any aggressive fashion, Could it be that their love
for our Lord has been so little that the response to
his command and this enduement has not been forth-
coming?

(115) 19
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Some 30,000 persons, most of them sitting on the fleld, Jammed the Dove-
ton-Corrie College Stadium In Madras, India, to hear Billy Graham, More
than 180,000 Indians—Christians, Hindus, and Moslems—attended his
six meetings in the stadium, Dr. Graham sald the enthusiastic reaction to
his preaching there was “as exhilarating as it was surprising.” After each
meeting scores of Indians swarmed around to hug and kiss the evangelist.
During his campaign In the Orient, Dr. Graham held meetings with mis-
sionaries and encouraged them In their work In the different countries.

Foreign Mission News

(Continued from page 12)

first-place recognition in a contest
sponsored by Japan's Mainichi Shim-
bun (The Daily), onc of the world’s
largest newspapérs,

ver 20,000 books covering almost
every phasc of the life of Japan were
submitted for the contest, which was
judged by more than so leaders from
cvcrg walk of life, including some of
the best-known men in science, edu-
cation, art, drama, and literary criti-
cism, The winning Kogotai transla-
tion was submitted by the Japan Bible
Sacicty,

This sgccial recognition of the Ko-
otai *Bible is a great forward step
or the Bible and cvangelism in Japan,

‘said Laton E, Holmgren, of the For-
cign Department of the American
Bible Socicty, formerly a missionary
to Japan.

20
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“The value of this award will be
tremendous,” reported Tsunctaro Mi-
gakoda, general secretary of the Japan

ible Socicty, “Imagine the effect it
will have on missionary distribution
for the colporteurs to be offering a
book judged ‘the best of the year.'”

The book awards of the Mainichi
Shimbun are similar to Pulitzer prizes
in the United States. The award to
the best book of the year is an-
nounced each November 3—Japan's
“Culture Day"—and is given on the
book’s merits as the best reading in its
class. Points arc also given for excecl-
lence of manufacture. '

The first prize in the contest car-
ricd with it 50,000 yen ($150 U, S.)
and a bronze tablet, the cash to go to
the author and the tablet to the pub-
lisher. In the case of the Bible the cash
prize could not go to the author so a
special category was created, The
author of the book judged next best
reccived the cash award and the Japan

Bible Socicty received the bronze
tablet..

Mr. Miyakoda said, “One morning
after the award was presented, it was
like an answer to prayer to stand on
the pavement near the Bible House in
Tokyo and watch the passers-by stop
and scrutinize the certificate of merit

This bullding Is the home of the
only Korean Baptist church in the
United States., Located In the na-
tion’s capital, the church hopes to
become, in time, the Korean Com-
munity Center of America., Koreans
in this country number more than
15,000, In South Korea there are
now 146 Baptist churches connected
with Southern Baptist work. These
churches have 5,489 members.
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and the first-prize bronze plaque
which were on display.”

Last spring the new translation of
the Biblc was sclccted by the National
Library Association of Japan as onc
of its “recommended books,” which
means that the 3,000 member libraries
all over the nation are urged to put
this cdition of the Bible along with
other books for special display and
rccommended reading.

Intemnational Good WIN

Good will between Japan and
America was strengthened in Febru-
ary in Aomori, Japan, at a banquet
for the city’s civic lcaders and visiting
Southern Baptists, reports Missionary
Carl M. Halvarson. ' ‘

Honoréd at the banquet were three
Amcrican visitors: Pastor and Mrs.

Carl J. Gicrs of -the First Baptist

Church, Chattanooga, Tenn,, who are
touring mission fields in Asia, and Dr.
J. Winston Crawley, the Forcign Mis-
sion Board’s sccrctaxl')y for the Oricnt.

At the banquet Dr: Giers read a
good-will message from P, R, Olgiati,
mayor of Chattanooga, who is a Bap-
tist. Mayor Yokohama of Aomori
stressed closer relations between Japan
and America and expressed gratitude
that Baptists chose to' enter Aomori.

Baptists began work in this scaport
city of 150,000 on the island of Hon-
shu last November when missionaries
and national Baptist leaders launiched

a city-wide campaign. A missionary

residence, now occupied by Mr. and
Mrs. Halvarson, was recently com-
Ectcd in the city and a church and

indergarten building is to be erected
this year,

Briefly

Jordan: The Baptist hospital, Aj-
loun, Jordan, ministered to 6,341 out-
patients and 1,011 inpatients during
1955, There were 308 operations per-
formed during the year, The hospital
served approximately goo more pa-
ticnts in 1955 than in 1954. ’

Korea: Korean Baptists in Taejon

and Pusan have sent a gift of 31,500

hwan ($63 U, S.) for the Lottic Moon
Christmas Offering,

Southern Rbodesia: At the end of
1955 Southern Rhodesian Baptists re-
orted t1 churches with a total mem-
ership of 682, an increase over 1954

" of two churches and 186 members.

Six national pastors serve these
churches,

for April 1956
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- same award on New Year's

Queen Elizabeth Presents Award
To Missionary Josephine Scaggs

MISS JOSEPHINE SCAGGS,"

Southcrn Baptist missionary to
Nigeria, received the Member of the
British Empire award from Her Maj-
esty Queen Elizabeth Il of England in
cecremonics at Enugu, Nigeria, on
February 7.

Miss Scaggs is the,first Southern
Baptist missionary to Nigeria to “be
presented an award by a reigning
sovercign of Britain in person. Her
award was prescented during the
Queen's recent three weeks' tour of
Nigeria.

The Mcmber of the British Empire
(M.B.E.) award, bestowed upon per-
sons who have rendered outstanding
service to God and to the British Em-

ire, has been given to three Southern

aptist missionarics to Nigeria, The
late Mrs, Carric G. Lumbley, founder
of the Baptist Girls’ School of Abco-
kuta, reccived the M.B.E. when she
retired in 1928 after 29 years of serv-
ice, Miss Eva Sanders was given the

ay, 1954,

{or her infant and maternity work at
re!

Other Southern Baptist missionarics
to Nigeria who have been honored by
the British Empire are Dr. and Mrs.
George Green and the late Mrs, E, G,

' glea; and in

MacLcan, who reccived medals for
service in 1935 in connection with
the Silver Anniversary of King
Gceorge V's accession to the throne;
and Dr. I. N. Patterson, who was
made an officer of the Order of the
British Empire on New Yecar's Day,
1952, -

Miss Scaggs, a native of Stigler,
Okla,, has served in Nigeria for 17
years and for 11 years has donc educa-
tional and cvangelistic work in the
Niger Dclta region, with headquarters
in goinkrnma. e

Miss Scaggs first visited this region
in 1942 on a river trip with Dr. and
Mrs. Willlam H. rson, pioneer
Southern Baptist missionaries to the
arca, At that timc Miss Scaggs was
impressed by the great nced of the
river people to have a missionary live
and work among them,

In 1943 she went to Joinkrama for
a few weeks to hold a Bible school
for children. As she made ready to
leave, 'several national Y‘astors pleaded
with her, “Please, mah, if only we
could have somcone just to sit down
with us and teach us the Bible as you
have taught these little children, We
know so little, and we have so little
wisdom in leading the people.”

Miss Scaqgs could not torget that

1945 she went to live in
oinkrama,

As missionary adviser for a large
river arca, she often travels several
days at a time by canoe to reach some
of the 42 churches and preaching sta-
tions. She is manager of seven day
schools,

- Six months each year she conducts
a Bible school, teaching English, Bible,
theology, and music to young preach-
ers who have not had opportunity for
formal ecducation, Many of these
young men go on for further study.

When Miss Scaggs first went to
Joinkrama she found great need for
medical work as well as for a teach-
ing ministry, She held an unofficial
clinic for the sick who flocked to her
door. Later Southern Baptist medical
missionary personnel came to the area,
Today six cement-block buildings
compose the American Baptist Hos-
pital in Joinkrama.

) -1




e e T T -

o

o L e e e

LR

N 43 5 o 1o
Pt L

T R S
——

e b S iin,
R

A"-“’
-y 3

IR~

Agbor’s First Honor Graduate Speaks ;

| By Jolade Ojeleye

NYONE who has left home for
A a distant
or to do as we have done, will
look forward to a time of leaving that
place. In particular, it is truc of us
who have longed for a day like this
when we would have finished our sec-
ondary education. At first we looked
forward to it with joy and gladness;
but, now that the hour is come, we are
thrown into a confused state of feel-
ing that makes us reluctant to say
good-by. ‘
Before 'we say adieu, we must ex-
Kress our appreciation to those who

ave contributed to our welfare dur- .

ing these past six years. Mow of our
parents arc not here; nevertheless, we

ut them first on our appreciation list.

o them I say: “We thank you, Thank
you for bringing us up to sec this
day; thank you for taking pains to
send us to school; thank you for
sustaining us cven when it meant
denying yoursclves some necessitics,
May heaven reward you through us!®

A large percentage of us have re-
ccived help from those whom we call
guardians, Again, most of these are

" miles away, but shall we omit them

from our list? No, Rather we shall in-
voke God's blessings on them,.l am
particularly inspire bt¥\ the spirit of
gencrosity shown by those who sent
me to school. They are a group of
women in a Woman's Missionary
Union circle in Nashville, Tennessee.,
Minus one, none of them have cver
scen me; but, because the love of God
constrained them, they sent me to
school and thercby put me under in-
fluences that have made me what 1
am today,

Then come you, patient staff mem-
bers. We have been fortunate to have
one of the best staffs that a school can
provide. I termed you patient and I
sincerely term you so, You know how
argumentative’ I in pacticular have
been. in your classes. 1 am fond of
“whys” and “hows" and “whens,” but
these have been patiently dealt with
so that I can sce and understand. You
have given us privileges that other
staff members in other schools have
not given their students—privileges of

22 )

place, cither to work

- Miss Mildred

P a don it boneeaisls e L

having you help us with our prob-
lcm.gofy?oking l:vah you freely. Be-
licve me, you are a rare set of friendly
tutors!

Then you, jolly students, worthy
companions, and sympathetic fricnds:
You are a group of gitls from about
ten tribes in Nigeria yet with no racial
dispute. 1 have known
other schools, ‘with stu-
dents from three or four
tribes, where the racial
problem is so serious that
cven young girls know
what 1t means to be a
Yoruba instcad of another
tribe. But God has planned
it so that that idea should
be changed for good when
I-came to this school, With
the rest, I am sure that we
can live among myriads .
of tribes with livde or no
difficulty. We all have |,
lcarned that the same God
is Lord of all and nathing
can be a bewter challenge -
than this. Let sisterly love
continue! o

1 have put the principal,
rabtree,
last because the last and
best of our gratitude goes
to you, who are to us
all that those mentioned
above are, You have been
a mother whose care is
unceasing toward her chil-

Y e bbbt e b, S i Sl e sy i AR sl

live up o your expectations,
mem:eprtlat\\‘emdono&geb
cept you keep us up with your pray-
crs. Pray us 35 you have mever
before, cven wore than you have
prayed for us during our cxamination
week, We thank the speaker of to-
night for his message,

: the parting bell will ring and
V. But as day fol-

so 2 happy reunion
shall followl_thisaﬁcnmaaicq,&sl
:;33’, farewell, not forever, but farcwell
'We Imeet again.
Thank you, everyone!

‘First graduation class of Agbor Baplist Girls'
Secondary School: (left to right) Henrietta Ono-
sode, Jolade
wulia Ohwumabua, and Eyo Ohodi,

Ojelaye, Eunice Onyelea, Kan-
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Much in the book seeres comradicrery;
‘bt that could indicae accurse
* g It & too early to see fruits of the
revolution i Chuma or the resuks of
Communist rele. The beek dees hold
back the lron Cartsia crough to revesl
an old country mewly awakened to s
potentiality in 2 werld revelution.
BDeg'veaye Wrw of tadia
Stringteliow Barr, auther of Let's Join
e Hwnam Race and Qttzens e
Werld, has written a boek fer children
with the same theme or ides.
Copydeg in India (Viking, $2335) s 2

Prayers for Living, by Heael T. Wil-
son (Abiagden Pres, gx.gs and Sre0),
m of 120 prayers arranged for
use a8 @ ¥ aids in morming and
cvening devetions, comtsing well-known
:nyets from the past as wel a5 prayers.

) Chuistion leaders of roday,

In Marriage Happiness or Unbappiness
(Dotrance and ¥ $250), Tom
R, Blaine, a il } for wore than
16,000 diverce -
rage relationship honestly and frankly,

The Grandewr and Misery of Man (Ox-
ferd, $300), a boak of sermons by David
E. Reberts.

Hich Is the Wall, by Ruth Muithead
‘eﬂ}‘h‘; (MuNenberg Press, $3.50), a novel
Protestant-Cathelic i

/| pokats up the necessicy for yom

4

sudy their religious backgrouad thor-
oughly before depending on love alone

wake a \\'o;‘k. .
Des%ned to ntermediates
ready tor kife in a di period of

4

-

tal and family releonships, meking en-
ship of God in meling life choices.

la Young People in the Swnday Schoel
(Convention Press, 6e cents), A. V.
\Washbuma W);mhmdth:g;tm\
goals, qualifications of leaders, o
ganiastion and procedure, and Sunday
and weekday activities, )¢
Hgic_etgc;’ Buraham's B:‘Ry Gubgnk 4

ission Accemplished (Flewing H. Re-
‘mi' campaigns e B oo e
eV in R
warmth, human interest, and pe i
writer, gives it the freshness of a news

;:te themes and objects discussed in
A Boeok of Dedications, by C. L. Mc-
Ginty (Broadmen Press, $200), are so
varied that the book covers almost any
pessible dedication service in the average

Teachings of Jesus in Matthew 537, by
H.L;oEddemn(&Oaa&:meaPnss,g
cents), desling W teachings
Jesus in the Sermon on the Meount, eut-
linesnaad expleins their significance for
our Rves.
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EPISTLES FROM TODAY

'S APPOSTLES ALL OVER THE WORLD

B Missionarles Trust Grief to God
4 For Spiritual Forging of Lives

A
[ATAEPR U LI
AR
axte Thay it ‘
W e G e
V\ I‘g < -
)l F v Irdsat s
u..,‘t#:f‘qy TSR e ﬂ\g,\ﬁ ‘.,

| Donald E: McDowell
Asuncién, Paraguay

MRS. McDowell and I, and with us many others, have
passed through one of life’s great trials. Little Heather,
just sixteen months old and the jewel of our home, dicd
by drownping in the small pool bchind our house about
5§30 pam. on Saturday, December 10,

On Sunday at 3:00 pam. we had a funcral service in the
hospital chapel with our-pastor, Dr, Cabrera, in charge.
Tt was a beautiful service, Dr. Cabrera read from 1 Corin-
thians 1§ and 2 Corinthians 1 and spoke bricfly. Pastor
Ruiz Diaz praycd. Southern Baptist Missionary Leland
J. Harper spoke briefly in English for those of the Eng-
lish-speaking colony, Miss Soar, an independene Baptist
wissionary, sang a beautiful solo, The congregation sang
“Face to Face” and “Close to Thee.”

Between three and four hundred people were present,
half of them standing outside in the patio. The Ambassa-
dor, ‘the First Sccretary, and the director of the Point
Four Program were present. Many national doctors and
thic cntire missionary group of Asuncién were there,

For many it was the first time they had ever attended
a Protestant church or a Protestant funcral. Thus, the
gospel reached many. After the service, we went to the
Protestant cemetery cstablished nearly one hundred years
ago for the English colony in Paraguay.

Pastor Cabrera read from Matthew: “Suffer little chil-
dren . . . to come unto me,"” and from Revelation 7.
Then he prayed. Heather was buried in a little corner
plot in a section where other children are buried, There
were bouquets and huge ‘wreaths from many people and
organizations. -

Saturday night we could not sleep at all; bur Sunday
night we fele protected and comforted as by a multitude
of praycrs and we both slept well, .

At times we try to reason the whole thing out with a
thousand “whys" and “ifs," but I know we cannot and
should not. We can only fall back on the great promises
of Scripture. A note from the wife of a New Zealand mis-
sionary physician here quotes Dr, Northcote Deck: “It
is well to look past all ‘sccond causcs® back to the First
Cause, God, and to know that nothing comes to us but
through the hands of love.” o

Everyone has been so kind and so good to us in this
time of grief, As Missionary Franklin T. Fowler said,
“Joys are wonderful, but it takes gricf to really draw the
missionaries together in Christian love.”

Life for us has been a struggle, but with cvery struggle

2 (120)
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there have been the joys of a triumph, Perhaps our lives
needed the temper that comes with grief,’r:st as Job
nedded that form of spiritual forging which gricf alone
can bring, Pray that little Heather might not have died
in vain but that our lives and the lives of others may be
blessed in some way because of this loss, ,

Heather was just developing her own sweet little per-
sonality. She was the best baby we ever had, She cried
so little and smiled and teased so much, Her very blond
hair was beginning to curl a little, She was so tiny and
light like a little fairy, She went to anyone and every-
where attracted friends. One can hardly believe the
number of friends she had for a baby of sixteen months,
She was a real missionary because she touched so many
Paraguayan hcarts, , .

‘She went on the Sunday school picnic on Thursday
and spent about half the day in the arms of our pastor,
who showed her to cveryone and called her his little
“daughter-in-law.” Little did he realize that in three days
he would be preaching her funcral sermon, She was very
active, running everywhere; but about the only words
she could say were, “Sce, Daddy,” which she repeated a
hundred times a day. Heaven seems closer and more real -
now that she has gone there,

\‘ | People Are Hungry for Truth; Some
Even Dare Read the Forbidden Book

.| Wanda (Mrs, Hoke, Jr.) Smith
Cali, Colombia ‘

EACH day brings new and wonderful opportunitics of
service, Just this afternoon Arleigh, our three-year-old,
was doing her part. Sometimes it is rather difficult to
keep track of ‘all she does, but apparently she showed her
Bible to the gardener today. It really was not a Bible;
Hoke had given her a Gospel of John in Spanish with a
pretty cover and pictures, But she treasured it and carried
it to Sunday school,

When the gardener was paid this afternoon, he asked
Hoke if it would be possible to buy a book like the one

_ Arleigh had shown him, Arleigh decided she would give

him hers, with the promise from her daddy that he would

*buy her a real little Bible, How grateful the gardener was

as he left carrying his precious treasure,

Every few months we have a beautiful stalk of bananas
in our back yard. Since it is impossible for our family to
cat all of these bananas biefore they spoil, I have decided
to usc them as a means of getting acquainted with my
neighbors, We live in a lovely section of Cali and most |
of ‘our ncighbors are quite well off financially, I must
look a little silly carrying a stem of bananas into a strang-
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cr's home, but you cannot imagine the warm welcome I
have received each time., A priest and his sisters live
next door, and we have always wondered how he must
feel toward us, I was warmly rcceived and heartily flat-
tered on that first visit with his sisters, One sister has
even visited in our home,

Another acquaintance sent us grapes and other fruit
and visited us one afternoon, The conversation turned to
spiritual things. “Do you Baptists believe in God?" was
one sincere question, It was a thrill to tell her’ just what
we do believe, 1 promised to give her the forbidden
Book. When I carried her a New Testament, she pro-
mised to go to church with us the following Sunday. She
went and carried her Testament, telling us that all five
of her children constantly try to borrow it to read. She
was interested in .cverything we did that night, We are
hoping and praying that God's Word will find lodg-
ment in her heart,

This past Sunday I was thrilled to scc in my Sunday
school class for the first time a beautiful young lady,

whom I had met by chance some time ago, When I was .

out visiting onc Saturday aftcrnoon, I passed the former
home of a class member, Remembering that the owner
of the house had just undergone surgery, I decided to
pay her a visit, knowing that she refused to let her
daughter go to our church, I was warmly received and
scrved tinto (black coffee),

" Her room was full of visitors, They noticed the Bible
I carricd and asked many questions. One of the most in-
terested ‘was this lovely young woman, Carmen, Outside
I invited her and her friend to our church, but at that

time they were living in a convent and such a visit would

be impossible. , .
Carmen soon lefe the convent. where she worked-as a
sccretary and almost immediately sought out our beauti-
ful First Baptist Church, She found it onc afternoon and
left her card for me, Then last Wednesday night during
 the closing hymn she entered the church, I visited her

Saturday and found her very interested in what we teach -

and belicve, One of her first questions was, “Where can
[ get a Bible?” 1 was thrilled when she walked into the
class Sunday morning, What an opportunity! )

The people here are hungry to know the truth, Poor
gardeners, charming housewives, and beautiful young
women—all are hungry, Our hearts long to sce them
know the only Saviour of the world.

Couple Re|oice in Visible Growth. . ...

During 36 Years' Service in Chile’, -

«
'
e

. ,‘L
e

]
ry
ot
0

! ‘ '\"-f",..
Ve

R, Cecil Moore
Santlago, Chile

' THE Chilcans arc a graceful and friendly people and
it is good to have myore and more friends among them,
within and without the churches.

Chile is struggling with a whirligig inflation, and no
ceiling is in gight, The poorer people are the hardest hit.

for Aprll,;1956
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Yet on the whole there seems to be more prosperity and
a better standard of living than ever before,

Our Baptist work has developed amazingly since we

arrived thirty-six years ago—from some six hundred or
cight hundred unorganized members and no property to
seventy churches, several of them good strong ones,
sceven ‘thousand members, and a total of about one hun-
dred picces of property, God has blessed us, We still
have lots to do, '
. The Woman's Missionary Union publications have
gone from strength tostrength with a total of sixteen
thousand picces cach quarter now, including La Ventaria,
a monthly; La Estrella, a quarterly; and Epocas de Ora-
cidn, also a quarterly, which serves our Chilean societies
in their weeks of prayer, Besides, forty-four thousand
sheets of handwork are sold cach quarter for the chil
dren. We believe that our Sunbeams lead the world in
faithfulness and enthusiasm due to the Handwork,

The radio work is always a test of faith with some re-
warding and revealing, bits, Recently we heard of-an
army scrgeant four hundred miles from here who strictly
charged his family that Sunday morning he was not to be
bothered. He happened to catch our cight-thirty broad-
cast and liked it; the next Sunday he soughe it. After a
few weeks he got up and went to church and made a
profession of faith, He has since won his Catholic wife,
his children, and his ncphews and in-laws; now a numer-

ous family is about to be baptized as a result of his hear-

ing our broadcasts,

Frequently we hcar from faraway places of people
who listen attentively, The Bible correspondence study
course has held up well, Most of the seven hundred en-
rolled are still with us as we draw near the finish of the
course in the four Gospels, -

Indonesian Ministry of Health Now
Fgvorable. to Baptist Medical,Plans

Everley Hayes
Kediri, Java, Indonesia

ON Fcbruary 28, 1955, we opened our clinic here in
Kediri, We had ten paticnts that first day; but we worked
as hard that day as we have worked since with one hun-
dred patients, We expected things to be quiet at first;
but as soon as people, learned the clinic was open they
started coming, and they are still coming. Our five help-
ers have developed from awkward, uncertain workers

.to a fairly smooth-working unit; and they enjoy the
prestige they have from serving at the clinic,

I wish you could sec all the pcople who have come. to
us,'We have not been able to help all; some have waited
too long, However, they are learning to come early in
sickness, We have registered over seventy-five hundred
patients, . '

We have a large group of tuberculosis patients, This

«is the first time. they have been able to get examination
and treatment at a reasonable cost, and they are '3m€ful
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for the progress they have made toward recovery.

We have had babics brought in who were dirty and
very much undernourished and have scen many of them
get well. It is well worth any cffort on our part to sce
the happincss of the parcnts when their children ger well,
When you realize that the death rate of children and
small babics is ncarly §o per cent, you can understand.
You have only to go.to the cemeterics and sce the large
percentage of small graves to realize the great need for
medical help here,

Certainly the Lord has blessed us, We have seen the

head of the Hospital Division of the Ministry of Health
change from being openly opposed to being favorable
and even cncouraging to our medical plans. The Lord
has done this.

We plan to open a clinic and a Sunday school out at
the hospital property, which is on the other side of town.
We also hope to begin' building the hospital by the end
of tlic ycar,

Now we need some more nurses and a laboratory tech-
nician. I have been serving as laboratory and X-ray tech-
nician and will continuc to do so until we can get
someone. I do cnjoy the work; but, as soon as'the hos-

* pital program gets under ‘way, we will nced all the

nurses free for nursing work.

Pray that this will be a good yecar for us and that we
may scc many people not only receive healing from sick-
ness but also come to know Jesus Christ as Saviour,

Teen-Age Nigerian Boy Teaches Bible
1 In Three Languages to Four Tribes

| Sarah Lou Henley o
Oyo, Nigeria, West Africa )

ALTHOUGH I have been in Nigeria for only a short
time, I have had many new and interesting experiences.
Onc of these was a visit to the Baptist church at llesia in
the northern region of Nigeria, It was a small, one-room
mud hut, In the absence of the pastor, the Baptist day
school teacher, a boy of about fiftcen with the equivalent

of an cighth-grade cducation, presided. He taught the,

Sunday school lesson in three languages to the four tribes
present (the Africans said five, counting Americans).

We thanked God that all those present could under-
stand onc of the threc languages used in the service, It
was the first time some had heard the Word of God, for
they had just followed the white people or the motorcar
to the church,

When some of the men began to question the young
teacher, we found that he knew the Bible truths quite

well, Probably he knows them better than most boys in

Baptist churches in the United States.
As a part of our language and oricntation study we
took a trip to Ogbomosho. I knew that Ogbomosho was

one of our largest stations and I knew the different in--

stitntions we have there, but I did not realize the tre-
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mendous amount of work that is being done there by
Baptists, We visited these Baptist institutions: the Kersey
Children's Home, the Nigerian Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, the Baptist Hospital and School of Nursing, and
the leprosy settlement,

1 particularly enjoyed our visit to the Children’s Home,
As we arrived, the two- and three-ycar-olds came out to
meet us and clung to 'us as we went to the different.

.rooms, They were mast co-operative when we asked for

a photo; they all went.out and sat dawn on the steps in
front of the building without instructions, . ‘
We were amazed to watch three women care for more
than twenty babies that could not walk or feed them-

sclves. One baby was only three days old. |

In this country it is very hard for a motherless baby
to be cared for outside such an institution. But, after the
babics arc able to walk around and take care of them-
selves, they go into homes, sometimes those of relatives.

Rare Spirit of Co-operation Seen o
Among Members as Church Is Built

!

Jack J. Cowsert
Rie de Janeire, Brazil

LET me tell you about the bucket brigade.

In May I was called as interim pastor.of a little church
just outside the Federal District, At the time 1 did not.sce
how 1 could pastor a full-time church that was in the
nidst of a building program,

The church called a pastor, but he could not come.
Then another pastor came to visit. But the church mem-
bers said they didn't want another pastor as long as 1
could stay. I told them I had been trapped! :

The people were building. The walls for the church
auditorium were nearly up, :

November 2 was a holiday, so sixty-two men went to
the church to pour concrete for the ceiling; but the con-
crete had to be lifted to the top of the building by buck-
cts with rope and pulley. From 6:30 aum, until 5:45 p.m.
they worked to finish the ceiling. The women of the
church prepared dinner and made coffee several times
during the day, It was a real picnic for them!

November 15 was another holiday. So the men went
back to the church to pour concrete in the beams to sup-
port the roof. This, too, was donc by means of the
bucket brigade. Now we are putting the tiles on the roof
on Saturday afternoons, |

Since I am a missionary, the church members do not-
pay me a salary; but we sct aside the monthly amount
they had been paying the former pastor, This goces into
the building fund at my request.

Such a spirit of co-opcration as these people have is

_scldom seen. .

Even with this building campaign, the church mem-
bers have not curbed their contributions to denomi-
national causes; in fact, they have increased their gifts.
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And people continue to accept Christ as Saviour and to
be baptized.

_ How can I say no to people like this? These last years
of service will be happily spent working with them, cven

though I can't give them much of my time except for.

Sundays. ‘ :

Largest Enrolment, Erection of
Building Mark Institute’s Year

Elisabeth (Mrs. R, Elton) Johnson
Corrente, Piauf, Brasil

THE cnrolment in the Baptist Industrial Institute in

Corrente, Brazil, has reached 460, Of these, 320 are in

the primary grades and 140 arc in high school. This is .

an increase of ninety-three over last.ycar and the largest
cnrolment cver attaincd—despite the fact that the local
priest opened a school three years ago (supported by the
Government) which also has a good enrolment.

Onc hundred and fourtcen of our students work on
the school farms, in the shops, with the building pro-
gram, in the kitchen, store, and dormitories or wash
clothes to help pay board or tuition, About fifty others
live in the cight homes on the campus and work as
water and fuel boys or launder, cook, sew, et ceter, in
order to study.,

Construction on the ncw building proceeds slowly.
Our hcarts overflow with gratitude to Southern Baptist
women who lovingly provided this urgently nceded
building out of the Lottic Moon Christmas Offcrings,
and we confidently look to them for the funds with
which to complete it and to add the primary wing, This
. building will greatly contribute to the increased cffi-
ciency in teaching and discipline and make possible the
addition of the religious and normal courses alrcady au-
thorized by the North Brazil Mission.

Beautiful and impressive graduation cxercises were
held last December in the Corrente Baptist Church, which
fortunately has a spacious auditorium cven though it is
unfinished. Twenty-six young pcople, capable and ideal-
istic, received their diplomas and were given New Testa-
ments. One thousand people attended, \

We arc most thankful to our Hcavenly Father for the
wonderful rains for almost two menths last fall, the best
pre-Christmas since 1950! We do appreciate them in
spitc of their making preparations”for Christmas at the
Institute and church a bit difficult,

Missionary Horace W, Fite, Jr., has had a tough time
keeping our Institute family in food these fiye ycars of
drought; but we're thankful the thirty familics and 130
boarders have been fed through these years, though with
mincral and vitamin deficiency. For these more than
thifty years since the A. J. Terrys started out here, the
missionarics have done their best to instruct in and pro-
mote better nutrition and hygiene; but the emigration of
our best, the increase of population in the town from the
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stricken areas about us, and five years of drought find
us still with a scarcity of milk and eggs; fruits, and
vegetables; and this year our cattle have been threatened
with hoof-and-mouth disease, and vaccipe is scarce.

Missionary Seeks to Train Leaders
And to Build Indigenous Churches
A

B

James E. Lingerfelt
Salvader, Bala, Brazil.

MISSION work is complex—just as complex as church
work in the homeland. I have been finding this out more

and more since 1 became the mission secretary of our

Bafa State Convention in Brazil, I accepted this work in
August, 1954, At that time there were seventy-six

..churches, scattered over this state about the size of Texas,

co-operating with us. Now, at the end of 1955, we have
cighty-six churches, all of which need training and de-
velopment. There are forty-two national pastors and
three missionary pastors for this state of over five mil-
lion pcople. What are these among so many?

What is a missionary’s task in this sctup? It can be
very varicd, Some tasks are cssentially evangelistic, others
cducational, ct cctera, My job is more administrative,
1 have chances to evangelize—on a recent evangelistic
trip there were over twenty conversions—but my main
task is the development’ of these cighty-six churches in
co-operation, spirit, and knowledge, leading them to
cvangclize and to organize new churches,

Recently’ we had a district associational mecting in
Muritiba in & church which is only onc year old, The
people came from far and ncar—some spent over two
days in travel. We had three days of informative, inspir-
ing, and cvangelistic meetings. The Brazilian pastors are
doing a good job, but they need missionary lcadershjp
in the work now and probably will for some time to
come, "

There are ninc associations in the state, giving great

-strength to the over-all evangelistic efforts, It is no casy

task to guide thesc pastors and associations into larger
and more comprechensive service for Christ among so
many people, /

Our state, as well as some of the others, sponsors a
type of co-opcrative program. Since there is no nation-
wide program of this nature, we make our own division
of funds for nation-wide objects. For 1956 the division

.1 60 per cent for state objects and 4o per cent for na-

tional objects. During 1955, sixty-one of the churches
gave 1o per cent of their tithes and offerings to the pro-
gram, sixtcen gave somcthing, and ninc gave nothing.
We are working toward the goal of each church giving
at least a tithe of its income and some giving a great deal
more. .

This is onc of the greatest of missionary tasks—to
build indigenous, self-sustaining, and sclf-propagating
cvangelistic and spiritual churches.
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4 MISSIONS VISUALIZED .

Fon H Scofield v

New Visuals:

- Picture Packet on Japan

NE of the most consistent de-

mands from the churches is for
large pictures that can be used to sup-
plement the mission study materials,
A picturc packet. will be available (75
cents) for the 1956 mission study ma-
terial on Japan, '

Projected pictures will continue to
be the most effective method of illus-
trating the program material, but the
picture packet will make high-quality,
pertinent pictures available for smaller
groups and for thosc groups without
access to projection cquipment,

The picrire packet is made up of
twenty sheets, cight and a hal b{
cleven inches in size. The paper is
onc-hundred-pound cnamel stock and
will stand against a background for
display., It will stand readily when
held in the hands for illustrative pur-
poses.

Single pictures arc on ten sheets.
These are cqually divided to present
missionary projects and typical back-
ground subjects, The other ten sheets
contain key pictures in fairly large di-
mensions; thcr also contain from one
to three smaller pictures to tell the
stb{y cffectively, '

he study of the* Japan mission
books will demand illustrative mate-
rial, You will nced pictures of Mount
Fuji, the Great Buddha of Kamakura,
shoes outside the church doors, the
storyteller of Japan, artisans, typical
characters, customs, churches, schools,
and missionary activitics. All these and
more arc at your finger tips in the
picture packet. ‘

The sheets in the packet will fit
standard file drawers and should go
into the church librarics, Ample space
is reserved on cach sheet for library
notations. L

Any onc of the pictures in these
packets may be used effectively in
opaque pro{cctors purchased in the
last two or three ycars. If such pro-
jectors are used, the pictures will sup-
plement programs presented in large
auditoriums,
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The new mission study books on
Japan were studied carctully before
the sclection of the pictures, As an
additional aid in cffective utilization,
cach sheet in the packet contains de-
scriptive matcrial concerning cach pic-
turc. These pictures will be uscful in
every age group.

As a convenicnce to the churches,
these Kicturc packets will be disérib-
uted through the Baptist Book Stores,
along with the mission study books.
They will scll at 75 cents per packet,
including a re-usable envelope. They
arc now available. Do not order these
Backgts from the Forcign Mission

oard.

Looking Ahead
(Continued from page 9)

- Enlargement of the missionary staff
opens the door for many new op-
portunitics. The priority nced is for
ministers of the gospel: preachers
who will win to Christ, develop
churches, teach in seminaries, and

organize conventions, There is an ex- °

panding nced for men trained in reli-
ious cducation and sacred music,
issionaries for medical, educational,
and publishing work are vitally
nceded, There will be developing
needs for® agricultural missionarics
and other ficlds of specialization,

In the days ahead, we must find
ways to sharc more cxtensively the
know-how of the home basc with the
mission ficlds, Conferences on cvan-
gelism, simultancous crusades, Sunday
school clinics, and Christian lifc con-
ferences can bring to the mission
ficlds the same blessings they have
brought to our work at home, °

With the development of world-
wide air travel, we have a strategic
opportunity for world missions un-
known before,

Plans are being studicd whereby the
best we have learned in cevangelism

and church development can be
shared with cmergin
throughout the world,

Baptist work
We look ahecad in world missions

with a high scnsc of urgency and re-
sponsibility.

MK’s Marry

Miss Dorcen Elizabeth Margrett
and Bailey Hafford Berry were mar-
ricd February 8 in Chattanooga, Tenn,
Both are MK's (“missionary kids”),

Mrs, Berry is a daughter, a grand-
daughter, and a great-granddaughter
of Southern Baptist missionarics, Her
mother, Mrs, Annc Sowell Margrete,
scrves in Argentina, Her sgrandp:u'-
ents, the late Dr. and Mrs, Sidney M,
Sowell, were pionecer missionaries to
Argentina. The late Dr. and Mrs,
William B. Bagby, her great-grand-
parents, pioncered in Brazil,

Mr. Berry is a son of Rev,.and Mrs,
William H. Berry and a brother of
Edward G, Berry, all Southern Bap-
tist missionarics to South Brazil,

: Good food,
l fun, and
' fellowship

ABINGDON
PARTY AND
BANQUET BOOK

by Clyde Merrill Maguire

Complete party plans for those
who need more than just a
cookbook! These versatile, easy-to-
follow, "table-tested”’ ideas come
from the pen of an. experienced
recreation leader. Special section
on Cooking for “Eating Meetings.”

lllustrated, $1.95

At all bookstores
Abingdon Press’
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Missionary Hamily L lbum

Arrivals from the Fleld

Kratz, Mr, and Mrs, C, Eugene (South-
crn Rhodesia), 1919 Dartmouth Ave,,
Bessemer, Ala, - '

Porten, Ruth (Paraguay), 3425 Gibson-
dell Ave,, Dallas, Tex, ' ,

Sears, Dr, and Mrs. V., Lavell (Nigeria).,

Wess, Rev. and Mrs, William J. (Guate-
mala), 721 8, Gilpin, Dallas 11, Tex,

Births

Brotiers, Rev, and Mrs. L. Raymon
(Nigeria), daughter, Catherinc May.
BrowN, Dr. and Mrs. Lorne E. (Jordan),

daughter, Dorothy Ann.
LongsottoM, Rev. -and ‘Mrs, Samuel F,,
Jr. (Hawaif), son, James Robert,
Seencer, Rev, and M, Alvin E, Jr.
(Japan), son, Samucl Alvin,

Deaths

Boston, W, M,, father of Mrs, George
H. Kollmar (Colombia), Fecb.,, Good-
night, Tex,

PatteRsoN, Mrs, Otis Harvey, mother of
Rev, Frank W. Patterson (Spanish
Baptist Publishing House), Jan. 21,
Tulsa, Okla, :

Departures to the Fleld

FzIannlson, Eunice, Box 184, .Jcrusnlcm,

sracl,

GraysoN, Alda, Box 1869, Wailuku, Maul,

HM:nno.oxs, Rev. and Mrs, Fred E, Jr.,
Caixa Postal ss2, Campinas, Estado do
Sio Paulo, Brazil,

Kirk, Rev. and Mrs. James P, Caixa

Pi(l)ml 606, Vitéria, Espirito Santo, Bra-

zil,

Mararert, Mrs, Anne Sowell, Ramon L.
Falcon 4080, Bucnos Aircs, Argentina,

Marerer, Rev. and Mrs. L. Parkes, Baptist
Headquarters, 55-5 Ka Choong Moo
Ro, Scoul, Korca, .

Snerr, Oleta, Casilla N9{ , Santiago, Chile.

WaLker, Dr., and Mrs, Jack k., Shaki
Baptist Hospital, Shaki, via Oyo, Ni-

“;;cria, West Africa,
imLEY, Rev, and Mrs, Carlton F,, Bap-
tist College, Iwo, Nigeria, West Africa,

WoLrerMmaN, Anna, Caixa 196, Cuiabd,
Mato Grosso, Brazil.

Marriage

MararerT, Doreen Elizabeth, daughter of
Mrs. Annc Sowell Mnr%ett Argen-
tina), to Bailey Hafford Be
Rev, and
(South Brazil), Feb. 8, Chattanooga.

New Addresses

Banaer, Rev, and Mrs, Ted O., 101 Ein-
stein St, Makati, Rizal, Philippines.
BausuM, Rev, and Mrs. Robert L, (For-
mosa), 204 E. Ellis St,, Jefferson City,

Tenn,

Berr, Rev, .and Mrs, Lester C. (South
’l}rnzil), 2950 W, Butler, Ft. Worth,

cx.

BuppiN, Rev, and Mrs, Horace E., Praca
Sitlo Antonio, 741, Parnaiba, Piaul, Bra-
zil,

Campperr, Rev. and Mrs. Charles W,
Sasilln 39, Rosario, Santa Fe, Argen-

na.

CampeoeLy, Vera (Japan), Box 6973, Semi-
nary Hill, Ft, Worth, Tex, '

CLark, Rev. and Mrs. Charles B, (Vene-
ﬁxcln), 4373 Athlone Ave,, St. Louis,

o,

CrawsoN, Rev, and Mrs., William M,
A z,t‘ti'tado 204, Moreclia, Michoacdn,

exico,

Rev..and Mrs. Minor Davidson and

Philip, The Davidsons were ap-

pointed for Malaya .In October.
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Judy Carol and Janet Sue Harvey,

daughters of Rev. and Mrs, Gerald
S. Harvey, of Southern Rhodesla,

son of
Y. William H. Berry -

[ e v et i otk b At led

Graves, Rev. and Mrs. Willlam W.
_(rArgentina). 405 Camino Real, El Paso,
ex,

» Hines, Ruby (North Brazil), 3404 Sim-

mons Avec,, Abilene, Tex.

Knox, Martha (Japah), William Carcy
Hall, New, Orleans Baptist Theological
Scminary, New Orleans, La,

Lockg, Rev, and Mrs. Russell L., Box 9n
Baptist Mission, Port Harcourt, Ni~
geria, West Africa,

Moore, Rev. and Mrs. Elton, Box 6,
Kediri, Indonesia.

Murrer, Rev, and Mrs. Alfred C. (Mex-
ico), 4424 Wayside, Fr. Worth 13, Tex.

TispaLk, Rev, and Mrs, Billy B., Southern
Biaptist Mission, Dagupan City, Philip-

nes.
Rigut, Rev, and Mrs, Morris J., Jr.
_(ljapan). 2000 Broadus St., Ft. Worth,
cX,

Retirements

Bice, Rev, and Mrs. John L. (North
Brazil), March 31.

Missionary @uetes

I had hecard of Jesus before; but I
didn’t know he was so bacan (so out
of this world)! Knecling is not low
cnough' to thank him for the depths
from which he lifted me to the joy
that only he can give—Newly con-
verted Brazilian -~

T h

We will never get used to sceing’
thousands of pcople who have never
heard the gospel. We wish we had
ten lives to give in service—Ross B,
FRYER, Jr., missionary to Indonesia

| e
; 3 i Y )
i B T R

Glenn Edward Kendall at three
months, He Is the son of Ro:v. and
Mrs. Douglas E. Kendall,’ Java.
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(Continned from page 10)

forced to have one more b.;gnsm in
another public bathhouse. This time
the proprictor failed to follow our
’\:cr{ srange inrucdons, accordi
to his way of thinking, and he

the bath filled with the usual “red-hot™
steaming bath water,

With ev ing announced and
the hymn already , there was
nothing to do but grit our teeth and
wade m. The Japancse made it just

finc; bur, not beu\ﬁ accustomed to
bathing in “scaldi

hot water, 1 lit

up like a barber and was thank-

ful for the stcam that hid my therm-

ometer-red face from“the small con-

regation that had crowded invo the
thhouse for the service.

This time the proprictor was truly
confused and hesitated to wake any
money at all, for he felt that we had
not truly reccived full value for
money ¢ since we had entered

the tub fully clothed!

After a brief explanation 1 left the

startled ‘hotel mansger with a firm
resolve that our next ba'pdsm would
be different. It was! We purchased
our huge pickle barrel for about thirty

dollars and had it set up in the garage.

just in time for the Christmas bapus-
mal service. On the birthday of our
Saviour, in the privacy of our own
{ange and with heat provided by two
terosene stoves, some seventy people
sang and gave thanks as we baptized
seven more. .
We used our pickle barrel several
times and were gratcful cach time for
a skce in which to baptize in the
midst of this land of snow and ice.
However, our real joy comes now in
the realization of a beautiful new
church building, complete with bap-
tistry, provided by the gifts and love
of you people at home. We thank
you so much and you can be sure that
we will ever be grateful o you for
the wonderful way in which vou are
providing for the work out here.

No Other Gods

By Alex F. Garner

LDERLY Mr. and Mrs, Arguero
L4 found themselves in an evangeli-
cal ‘service listening for the first ime

» - Q%

In Every Nation

to the of salvation through faith
in the living Christ. For more than
half an hour they had been listening to
gospel music which originated from a
vacant lot near by,

By loud-speaker they had been in-
vited to sce some rel{;ious filmstrips
and to hear God's Word ex‘aluned
The same mmuon,mlgme aloft on
airy v was ca into ¢
hge m ncighborhood. Y

‘The evening was cool and the night
Was just a proachinlﬁ:s the aged cou-
ple lefe their humble home, crossed
the dusty road, and drew ncar the
rows of hard, backless benches, Up
front, some’ children ‘were being di-
rected in the singing of a chorus as
people of the ncighborhood ap-
proached and found seats in God's
open-air tabernacle, above which
shone his night lights. This was one
of several such open-air meetings be-
ing conducted during the summer in
various Fetts of the city by a group
of men trom the local Bapust church.

There was ho congregational sing-
ing of hymns because the majority of
the people present were not Christians
and were not accustomed to singing.
Bible filmstrips, projected on a bed
sheet hung from two poles, had ax-
tracted the crowd, An cvangelisuc
message by a humble servant of God

At the fortysaventh EvangeRieal Boptin
Convention of Argentiaa and Pareguay,
Br. Catles Do la Torre, puater of the hewt
chureh, called to the attention of the Cone
vention the Baptist youth and children in
public schooks who for 1o long hud hed
to suffer tdicule for not dasiring to have
Roman Cathole religion taught to them.
As @ medicel doctor, he satd thet he hed
been to 30 @ Witle hoy who, hecauss he
hed hud to go out in the cold while the
others wers having the class in reRgion,
got & severe cme of inRuenza and come
gorted lunge. But that Wtle follew was
cheorful thet he could be worthy to claim
the promise, “Blensed are ye, when men
shell revile you, and persecute you, and
shall soy ol manner of ovll agalnt you
falnaly, for my soke. Refelcs, and be oxe
cosding glad: for greut is your reweard in
heaven: for 3o persecuted they the proph-
ots whicth were hatore you"

was climaxed with a simple invitation
to shake off the shackles of sin and
receive Gods cternal grace through
faith in the resurrected Christ,

The invitation was directed o Mr.,
and Mrs:. Argucero, as well as to all
the others who were walking in the
darkness of partial truths. As the chal-
o S
st Tey) . Theiru
hands indicated a new light ixl:r:heir
o, T sl S
they were ways m li
A tyxlm had amct‘gd th)eir atten-
tion, but Christ ca their hearts,

Though they had previously lived
near an v ical church for several
years, they had until now felt no need
of something different from the re-
ligion they had known for so long.

ing are different now because
something happened  to them that
night in the service under the stars.

HORTLY afterward, Mr. and Mrs.
Argucro attended the Sunday
night service in the church and made
known publicly their acceptance of
Christ as Saviour. Though poaor, they
bought a Bible and began to read it
With their conversion experience they
did not receive full knowledge of the
Christian life; bur, as the Bible was
opened before their eyes, its message
cntered their hearts,

One day as they read a particular
part of the Old Testament, a passage
cau‘g: t their cye and made them stop,
back up, and retrace their vision al
the same lines. The words they rea
were, “Thou shalt have no other gods
before me. Thou shalt not make unto

thee any graven image, or any like-
ness of any thing' that is in heaven

above, or that is in the carth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth.”
With a"flash their minds raced o
two glass cases sitting on top of the
dresser. Inside these cases were three
silent, lifeless images which had been
in the family for years, as had other
paraphernalia which were used as aids
in prayers to the saints, .
¢ Word working in their hearts
showed the Argucros that mot only
were these images not essential to their |
approach to God but they were pro-
hibited by him. The question now was
not whether to get rid of them bur,
tather, how to ger rid of them. A
ncighbor, who knew of the change
that had been brought about in the
old folks' lives, offered to buy the
images. No doubt they would have
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brought a good price, and the moncy
coul \\'ell?:usle)d.

But in spite of the nced for the
woney, there was no sale, A deacon
of the local Baptist church, while visit-
ing in the home of the ‘Argucros, was
shown the images. “What should we
do with them?” he was asked. In addi-
tion to his advice to destroy them, he
su%:smd a visit from the pastor.

“The pastor and his wife soon made

. the requested visit and were quickly

shown to the room where the images
stood, silent and motionless in their
glass houses. Advice sought was
quickly given. Later the pastor re-
m to the home with a camera,

The little glass houses with-their oc-
cusants were taken to the back yard
and placed facing the sun to have their
picture taken. The picture was
snapped, and a fire was built while the
images were removed from their
houses. Placed on vop of the fire, they
were soon enveloped in the flames and
that which was inflammable disap-

in smoke,

The Argueros were obeying God's
Word—"Thou shalt have no other
gods before me.” The old couple con-
tinue to grow in grace as they advance
in years, They have joined the throng
who have been washed as white as
snow in the blood of the Lamb,

Theirs is the story that is being re-
enacted all over Latin America as
God's " messen sow the precious
sced. Each Southern Baprist bears a
vital part in preaching the message of
the living Christ to Argueros the
world over.

Won “QOver the Air”

By R. Cecil Moore &

ENORITA Aurora, one of three
_spinster sisters, owns and manages

a woman's apparel store in Temuco,

Chile, Her younger sister, Julia, joined
our Baptist church there some years
ago. But Julia’s efforts to win Aurora
were met with stony hostility and ac-
tive opposition; Aurora wanted no
part of these heretics called Baptists—
no thanks. Another sister is a nun.
So when I was holding a meeting
recently in our Colegio Bautista in
Temuco, I was greatly astonished to
see Seniorita Aurora there with Julia.
Ax the invitation to accept Christ, she
was the first on her feet. The
next day at the Woman's Missionary

for April 1956

In an obscure comer in Thomas J.
Bowen's journal | recently saw this netae
tlon, “Teday a woman, Ohkl, asked to he
baptized.” This smal gkmpse of an other
whe lnsignificant womean could and would
be forgotten by oM it we did net now
know thet this same women was the
mother of John Aghoola, & minlsterlal
glant of last contury, who was the father
of Mrs. J. Tonimela Ayorinde, present
president of the Nigerian Baptist Woemen's
Misstonary Unlon, and of Pester. B O,
Agboola, who was a student In America
for the 193233 school year and for many
yeurs has been pestor af Jos, ot one of
the mightles? churches in Nigeria.—Cecll
B. Roberson, misslonary to Nigerla

Union meeting she gave a radiant tes-
timony as a happy Christian, She said

she had been listening to our Baptist

Radio Hour for two ycars. Her op-
ition melted away and she was won

“over the air.”

Let us hope and pray that now the
two sisters may be abYe to penctrate
the purple curtain and somechow win
the other sister.

Huarpe Indian Convert

By James C. Quarles

HOW we wish all Southern Baptists
could know some of those pre-
cious souls, plucked as brands from the
burning, on our mission fields! These

. miracles of grace would warm your

hearts and strengthen your faith in

the great work of Chnist's kingdom.

Those of us who have given our lives
to the cause like to remémber certain
ersons who scem to irradiate God's
ove and the power of his gospel.
Don Pascual Zalazar, a faithful
member of the Baptist church at
Caucete, in San Juan Province, Argen-
tina, has always been a source of joy
to my heart. This brother is .a full-
blood descendant of the Huarpe In-
dians who once covered the plains of
western Argentina, He does not know
the date of his birth, but our best cal-
culations would make him at least
ninety-five years old. He never learned
to rcad and write, but as a farmer and
cattle raiser he has been successful, I
dare say that of all the members of
that humble Baptist church, Don Pas-
cual is just about the most prosperous.

He loves the Lord and His work.
He always gocs about with a supply
of gospel tracts, which he distributcs
with real tact, He never hesitdtes to
tell in his simple wa¥ of the working
of grace in his own lifc, He Is gener-
ous in giving to the church woxg, and
whenever there is a district association
meeting, or any other mecting of im-
portance, he contributes a young steer
to be barbecued for the occasion.

He is fervent in prayer. Whenever
he is called on to lead in public prayer,
he trics to include all the people inany .
way connccted with his church, He
gmys for the little children of the

unday school; then he mentions the

young pecople who are taking part in
the work of the Lord; and he dlways
cnds with: “And, O Lord, bless the
adulterers, t00." The pastor hs ex-
plained to him a number of times that
the words “adult” and “adulterer” do
not mean the same thing, Bue still
Don Pascual continues to pray to God
to bless the adslteros.
_ I somctimes think that Don Pascual
is not far wrong, even if he is not
familiar with the dictionary; for in
that town, and perhaps in many others,
there is little difference between adulto
and addltero, for moral conditions are
far from perfect,

In recent ycars he has taken up land
rather far from his church in a little
valley of the Pic de Palo Mountains.
With his own hands, this old man of
ncarly one hundred years has clearcd
the ground and worked out his own
irrigation system with a reservoir fed
from the mountain springs. His new
farm is arroducing abundantly, The
provincial authoritics, admiring the
sglcndid work of Don Pascual, have
q:vcn him a clear title to his farm.

oday, as-he hauls his vegetables to
the nearest towns, he goes preaching
thwospcl in his simple, carnest way.

¢ could wish, too, that there were
more consccrated believers like Don
Pascual here in our homeland.
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_had fele God callin

(Continued froms page 3)

to Pastor Cannito’s description, arc
“cvangelical preachers though not
cvangelical pastors,”

In Junc Maria Pia Ferrari, a youn
woman from Isola del Liri, finishe
her studies at Armstrong Memorial
Training School. For some time she
her to special
mission scrvice; and, as she visited
Sant'Angelo with her pastor and his
wife, she had the desire to go and
scfve there,

In Ribolla, a mining town not far
from Florence, were two young
women, who had pioncered in a tiny
good will center there, A new girl
was sent to work with onc of thesc,
The other, Concetta Cerreta, was to
pioncer again; both she and Maria Pia
were asked to work in the new field,

Their small salarics were to be paid
through parc of the: Love Offering
which the Italian Woman’s Mission-
ary Union and all the Baptist churches
ive for missions in carly December,

November 1, Concetta and Maria
Pia had moved into a rented room at
Sant’Angelo in Villa and had started
their work,

Concetta and Maria Pia, real home
missionarics, work closcly with the
pastor, who still comes at least once
a ‘wecek,. They depend on- his counsel,
but they are greatly helped by their
own training and sustained by their
definite call to service. Concetta’s pre-
vious éxperience at Ribolla has proved
invaluable, especially in organizing the
groups, Maria Pia provides, free, a
coaching class for children who nced
extra help in their public school
studics, Both give many injections and
do other special scrvices for the
townspcople,

The crowd at Sunda?" school and
Youth Movement on the day men-
tioned above is typical of the good at-
tendance at all the organizations these
young women began immediatcly
after they scttled in .¢he town, In
addition to thesc groups, every Thurs-
day night the regular midweck Bible
study group mcets in the big, though
}nadcquatc, room rented for the serv-
ces,

And some twcnt{-ﬁvc of the mem-
bers of the Youth Movement, not
satisficd with just assembling and dis-
cussing their faith, have begun hold-

83 (128)

Evangelical Marvel

[

ing cottage prayer mectings cvery
night except Thursday in an cffort to
evangelize. From seven o'clock until
past ninc the group is together, They
walk to the house where the prayer
mecting is to be held, often from onc
and a half to two and a half miles
away, singing hymns, On the return
hike they do not sing, lest carly slecp-
crs in the largely farming community
be disturbed.

Every weck several New Testa-
ments are given to additional people
who show intcrest in the gospel.
Nearly two hundred persons arc ask-
ing for baptism, something unprece-
dented for a land where a Baptist (or
any other cvangelical) church with
more than a hundred members is con-
sidered quite large!

Pastor Cannito says, “It is a village
that, little. by lictle, will become com-
Plctcly evangelical,” And he adds,
“The priest who replaced the beloved

adre is planning to leave because so
ew people attend Mass m&y more,”

Opposition has been found there, of
course, The first room used for the
Baptist meetings was closed to them
when the owner of the house was
threatened with dire consequences if
it continued to be used for an cvan-
gelical church, Threats also came to
the woman who rented the little
room to the young missionarics; so
they had to find another place, Now
they have a better room, in the same
house where the church holds its
scrvices,

While the young women are com-
fortable enough, difficulties have
arisen about the scrvices, The housc-
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owners object that people always
come an hour carly for any mecting
and that there is disturbance all the
time! A lot has been bought in an
ideal Jocation, but as yet there is no
money for a building, ,

The church at Sant’Angelo in Villa
will go forward, howcver, for the
believers have found something more
precious than any building: a faith
that: responds to their nceds, that is
founded not on a particular ccclesias-
tical system nor on the blind follow-
ing of a particular pricst or preacher,
but on the living Son of God, Jesus
Christ,

They wint an adequate building;
they did not want to leave the first
location, and they arc sorry thae their
frequent, lengthy mectings of prayer,
song, and testimony have raised ob-
icctwns where they arc now, But they
1ave the zeal of people who have at
last found the good news and want
to share it

Their willingness to give of their
substance and service and their cheer-
ful readincss to face adverse circum-
stances arc symbolized by the woman's
enthusiastic reply, “We will take our
sheets and make a tent!” when the
pastor asked, “If you must lcave this

. place, what will you do?”

“No one can prevent our serving
God if we are willing!” is the mes-
sage of these. new believers, the Bap-
tists of Sant’Angelo in Villa, to their
iChristism brothers and sisters in Amer-
ca.

QUICKLY FOLD
OR UNFOLD

Witchell
00,

1008 OF
MASONITE
PRESDWOOD « FIR
& BIRCN PLYWOOD-
LINGLEUM o PLASTICS

STRONG, RIGID
JUBULAR

Christian College emphasizing Christia

ards, A, grees Terminal

necting bathy goo

ANDERSON COLLEGE
Baptist Junior CoHege for Girls

cultural ‘{”""f"‘m‘ Sports program; Social ﬂm irst 5 yrs, coillcge work, hfgh stand.
+ Q€ ’

transfer courses
Beautiful campus, 32 acres in Pledmont Carolina
4 d food, spaclous ‘Dlnlng Hall, llonrd, room, tuition, $620 a year,

THE REV, ELMER PRANCIS HAIGHT, Th.D., D.D.,, PRESIDENT
REV, ELMER FRANCIS MG gDy DD,

training: Individual guidance; Varied

usic, art, speec ‘
Dormlitory rooms in sultes, con.

R U

THE COMMISSION

e Y VTt oy




¥

More Than Life

(Continued from page 1)

found for her—cleaning the Vcr{
rooms in which her life was saved,
the operating rooms,

A few weeks ago our now-re-
covered patient said, “I want to be
saved.” This simple, uncducated vil-
lage girl cannot read a Bible nor ex-
plain in glowing terms deep theological
questions, But she can tell you that,
though she bears in her body the scars
of a sinful past, there is One who has
erased the sears of sin from her soul;
that, though she passed “through the
valley of the shadow of death,” there
is One who went all the way for her
sake; and, as her injured body was
saved from deathly l){ows, so her soul
has been saved from the destruction
of sin, She has passed from death unto
life, She will not die, She will live
forever,

Stewardship

T'wenty-four  of the twenty-five
members of a new church in Alberdi,
Argentina, pledged to tithe after a
three-day study. Their pledges came
to Bos pesos a month, In Venado
Tuerto, the stewardship study broughe
on a revival which has had its cffect
on every aspeet of the church,

At Distrito Sud, the people are
amazed at what they have been able
to do, Last year they raised forty-five
thousand pesos, and they -have a' simi-
lar budget for this year with 1o per
cent going to missions, They have
spent 115,000 pesos on building and
cquipment and hope to complete pay-
ment this year by making a- speeial
cffort,—A, BeNjamMIN AND LA Newn
Benrorn, missionaries to Argentina

Misslonary Quote
We still have churches closed and

sealed; we still have chapels awaiting

permission to be opened; we still have
unjust fines pending. Bur we still have

the blessing of sccinF pcoplc come to
Christ, of sceing Christi

istians grow in
grace, of sceing the matter of steward-
ship and self-suppore take on new im-
portance in the minds of our fellow
Christians.—Josernt W, Merrorn, Jr.,
misslonary to Spain

Zcal and Faith

(Comtinued from page §)

and cight or nine feer long, They
were hand cue with the crude native
demo and carried on the men's shoul-
ders back to the church site,

The women dug the holes in which
to plant the logs and then tied the
logs firmly with stripped bark unil
they housed an arca forty by sixteen
feet. The windows were hewed out
and braced while discarded wooden
window frames weroe fitted into place,
Clay mud was pasted over the out-
side and inside, Soon the building be-

an to’" take on the form of a church
ouse,

In answer to prayer, an unsolicited
gift from our sponsoring church came
to pay for the roofing, Before the
dedication we nailed a sign across the
door, “Schakwe Baptist  Church,”
which marked another step for Bap-
tists in answer to the Lord’s command
that we go into all the world,

I'm quite sure that in the ledger of
great  churches around the world,
Schakwe Baptist will not be men-
tioned; but it shall cver renmin o
bright spot in my memory, for here
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is a people with a great zeal and a

reat faith, Already we have baptized
tourtcen following their decistons for
Christ, Others are coming, more shall
be saved, 1 feel that Southern Baptists
may well be proud that their vision
for a lost world is shared by these.
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" NEWNESS OF LIFE

THE EXPERIENCES OF BEING BAPTIZED and then
participating in the Lord’s Supper are delightfully recounted
by Joe Graham, a new Christian, in Newness of Life. You
will see, as Joe tells of his experiences, that the meaning
of new life for the Christian is found in both of the ordi-
nances.

THIS ABSORBING FILM shows you what Baptists be
licve about Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. The facts are
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film. Help the members of your church understand more
fully the meaning and reasons for these important church
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