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. W UST as we sat down to lunch the telephone rang. The familiar voice of one
J of the boys in our church came over the wire telling of thie eritical condi-
tion of another young man and asking if we could take him to the hospital at |
once. When we reached the humble room there were four young Christian
fricnds doing all they could for the young man. Tenderly they carried him to
the car and put him in. Such a pitiful sight he was—emaciated and racked by
the pain of the last stages of tuberculosis, causing hemorrhage. We prayed he
would live to reach the hospital. As we rode through the crowded, noisy
“streets, I sadly thought of this boy and many others like him. One of the
- friends helping him is also a hopeless tuberculosis case. Besides that, these
two arc the only members of their families who are in Taiwan (Formosa).
The bright place in their experience is that the Light of life has shone into
tlicir hearts. But countless others on the island are in utter misery, suffer.
ing physically. like these two, but also groping in spiritual darkness. Then the
realization that the burden of sin is the greatest and saddest of all burdens
came to my mind and heart with a renewed force and clearness. Also came
the thought of how few are the burden bearers. My heart grew faint as I con
sidered man, Graciously the Lord brought to my mind, “Cast ‘all your care
upon him; for he careth for you,’” : ‘ i

¥ * Dear Lord, fill my heart with compassion for the needy, the suffering, and
the lost multitudes. And do the same for our fcllow Baptists at home. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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PANISH cvangelicals feport that
S they faced greater -difficultics in

1958- than in any yecar since the
Spanish civil war. There was an un-
precedented  closing of cvangelical
chapels and churches. Six (including
three Baptist churches) were closed
by Government officials during the
yecar and at least three others were
ordered to stop their services or be
closed officially,

The present situation has decp
roots in Spanish history. It is closcly
involved with the long struggle for
the rcconquest of Spain from the
Mohammc&nn Moors, accomplished
in the latter pare of the fiftcenth cen-
tury. During this time intolcrance
became a national policy., Neverthe-
less, there have been periods of re-
ligious tolcration and cven of full re-
ligious freedom in Spain.

There was a period of almost com-
plete religious libérty during the time
of the Spanish rcpublic, from 1931
to 1936, This was followed by the
Spanish civil war, which ended in 1939
with the victory of General Francisco
Franco.

From the very beginning Franco
had manifested his intention of favor-
ing the Roman-Catholic Church. In-a:
statcment to an American newspaper
reporter in 1937, he said, “Our. Statc
must be a Catholic State in the social
and .spiritual scnse, for the true Spain
has been, is,.and will be Catholic.”

As soonsas his regime was.in Fowcr
he began the récestablisiment of what
-{s termed “Catholic Unity,” which
means the recognition of the Roman
Catholic Church as the official State
religion and the assumption that every
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Toyal “Spanish citizen will also be a
member of the Catholic Churchy
Actually, this is not the case, for

there is 4. small but vigorous Protes- -

tant minority. The Spanish Govern-
ment recognizes the existence of this
minority, and a certain degree of re-
ligious tolcration is guarantced by..
constitutional law, The Charter of
the Spanish Pcople, promulgated in
1945, states that the Catholic religion
is that of the State and that it will
cnjoy official protection, but that no
onc will be molested for his religious
belicfs or for “the private practice of
his cult.” :
Non-Catholic groups have the right.
to assemble for worship if they have

Fy [

»

permits for ‘specific Tocal places of

worship and if they observe certain
restrictions, Evangelism is not rec.
ognized as a right .of minority groups
and .is subjcct to strict regulation or
cven suppression, Evangelical churches
‘}é}ay not be built so as to resemble
schurches from the outside, and no
signs, visible from the strect can be
used to mark a non-Catholic place of
worship. As a result, Baptist churches
in Spain cannot be recognized as one
passcs them on the street. Some look
like apartment houscs and some are
located in sccond-floor rooms. But
when one enters, he often finds 2
“well-filled auditorium, ‘where hearty
singing of hymns and carncst preach

~

. “Notorious Character”

- Bl -
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LITTLE MORE than two

years ago when a young man
graduated from the Spanish Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, he was
.called to the pastorate of Sccond
Baptist Church,. Madrid, whosc
building had been closed since
July 17, 1954. He went to the
church with high hopes that some-
thing could be donc to get the
Government scals off the dobr and
to begin again scrvices in the little
chapel (which is Southcrn Baptist
property and was authorized as
an cvangelical meeting place), The

2%

way- from the scaled door of the

pastor’s home is just up the stair-

church, and the members of his
family arc painfully reminded of
persecution in  Spain  whenever
they go and come.

- Finally, after their building had
been closed for almost four years,
the congregation of Second Church
decided to combine with Third
(Prosperidad) Baptist Church. The
pastor’s family continued to--live
above Second Church, but he be-
came pastor. of the combined con:
gregations. Then after a few brief
months of intense cffort and en-

couragindg growth, Third Church
had its doors scaled by the Span-

ish police.
%
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ing of the gospel are rcgularly car-
. ried on. i
Until 1947 it was fairly casy to ob-
win 2 permit to open a new chapel,
and Baptists and other ecvangelical
roups were cnjoying rapid growth,
Apparéntly -Catholic authoritics be-
came alarmed at the progress of Prot-
cstants and resolved’to put an end.to it
In the fall of 1947 a determined anti-
Protestant campaign was‘ launched. It
became increasingly difficult’to sccure
crmits to open new places of wor-
§ ship, and-from time to time cxisting

“places Avere closed” beeause. of some

-flaw in the permit, legal technicalicy,’
or flimsy excuse. RS
In 1953 a Concordat between Spain
and the Vatican was signed, systema-
tizing the almost ideal rclations that
have cxisted between Church and
Statc since the advent of General
Franco. It reveals clearly the partner-
ship of Church and State which re-
sults in a denial of freedom to those

who are not in the dominant church. °

The first article states: “The Apos-
tolic Roman Catholic religion con-
tinues to be the only one of the Span-
ish nation and will cnjoy the rights
and prerogatives which it should have
in conformity with divine law and
canonical law.” /

In a speecch on the Concordat to
the Spanish Cortes (national legisla-
turc), Franco said the principle of
rcligious unity has been combined
perfectly with the right of private-
worship for members of dissident

The two- scals on the door of
pecond  Church became so dry
hat they fell off; therefore, the
astor and  soihe of the deacons
vent inside, Getting a report of
his action, the police rescaled the
loors and took the pastor to court
s the responsible party. He now
1 to report to the Spanish police
vice 2 month, Considered ay, pris-
pner,” he cannot leave town.” -
“My record hasn’t been so
00d," says the pastor sadly, “Both
f my churches have been closed.”
Vhen he was told that in any
wblicity on the situation in Spain
e would be taken about using
s name, he replied: “Don't worry
bout me,-My name is already too
otorious-to nrake.silence of value.”
A T\
or May 1959

groups. He made it clear that the tol-
cration of different belicfs and forms
of worship did not mean frecdom of
propaganda or prosclytism; for, he
said, the nation wished to preserve
Catholic unity at any pricc and, there-
forc, opposed all attempts to lead

_ Catholics astray. .

.

»

There has been relatively little ac-
tual violence or physical persecution,
Insome ‘cascs a -pastor or lay person
has been .imprisoned for a supposed
violiatio of the law. ‘However, the
most -common cause for complaint
'has been the clo”siﬁ}; of churches, The

usual procedare is for local authoritics

to comc to the church with orders
from the federal Government in Ma-
drid, close the church, and scal the
doors with official Government scals,
forbidding, under penalty of impris-
onment, an
gation, to, break the scal and enter
the church for any purposc.

The congregation may appéal the
case, but it is usually impossibleé to
get satisfaction in the courts, which
arc obviously influenced by Catholic
pressure. The congregation will con-
tinuc to meet in privatc homes for
Bible study and waorship, but it is
greatly handicapped by not. having
a mecting place largevcnough for its
needs. s R

There are more than twenty-five
thousand Protestants in Spain, with
about two hundred meetings places.
Baptists have fortystwo congregations
with a total of about twenty-six hun-
dred members, At least six of these

roups arc denied the use of the meet-
ing places which they have sought to
use. In every case services continue
to be held in homes, but the churches
arc not able to grow as they would if
they had the privilege of assembly in
suitable chapels. ~

Sccond ‘Baptist Church, Madrid,
and Sccond Baptist Church, Valencia,
have been closed since 1954, A new
chapel at Elche was closed and scaled
in 1955, immediately after the con-
gregation had begun using it, Pros-
peridad Baptise Church, Madrid, and

~ Third Baptist Church, Barcclona,
were closed in ‘September, 1958; and -

the Baptist church of Scville was
closed in November, 1958, Churches
of other cvangelical denominations
have suffered similar experiences.
The Spanish Government has also
been placing restrictions on the pub-
lication and usc of evangelical litera-

member’ of the congre~

r

censor summoned the president of
the Baptist Publication Socicty to, his
officc and announced that an order
had been rececived from Madrid for-
bidding . the publication of the na-
tional Baptist magazine, Entre Noso-
tros, even though the circulation was
limited to Baptists, as is indicated in

_the name, “Among Oursclves,”

In November, 1958, the -police in.:
Barcclona scarched a printing cstab-
lishment operated by an cvangelical, -
as well as several private homes, look-

-itig. especially for a book-about the

Protestant Reformation. 'In cach case,
all-the literature they found, includ-
ing Bibles, was confiscated.

" Protestants in Spain are subject to
other restrictions. They are not per-
mitted to have their own schools, and
their children often face persccution
and ‘harassrient in public schools.
Mcmbers of the armed forces are re-

‘quired to participate in public (Cath-

olic) rcligious *functions unless ecx-
cused by their officers, Evangelicals
arc denicd commissions in the army.
They are barred from Government
positions and from low-rent housin

projects. A worker may lose his jog
when. he joins a Protestant church, or
if he owns a busincss it will probably
be boycotted. From time to time
burial with Protestant rites has been

_ forbidden; even though the deceased

had requested Protestant burial in a
certificate of last will and testament:

Onc of the most distressing aspects
of the 'situation in Spain is the diffi-
culty which Protestants face when
they wish to obtain marriage licenscs.

“The Concordat of 1953 affirms the

absolute competency of the Roman
Catholic_Church_where the marriage
of Catholics is concerned. Young peo-

le who received Catholic baptism in
infancy find it almost impossible to
obtain permission for a civil marriage,
cven though they have renounced
their Catholic tics and become faith-
ful cvangelicals. The position .of the

_Catholic Church is “once a Catholic,

always a Catholic,” o

The full story of the struggle for
rcligious frecedom. in Spain is told in
Religious Freedom in Spain: Its Ebb
and Flow, by J. D. Hughey, Jr.
(Broadman Press, Nashville, Tennes-

~'see, 1955): Persons who are seriously

turc. In April, 1958, the Government

A .
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interested in this question are referred
to this authoritative book, written by
onc who lived in Spain from 1947 to
1950 as a representative of Southern
Baptists.
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Workmen tear out “unauthorized” partitions from Elche Baptist Church’s new building.

OR fifty ycars the gospel has
Fbccn pzachcd in Elche, Spain.

The house of worship was closed
during the Spanish civil war, and in
1939 the pulpit, the pews, the organ,

" and cverything clsc in the chapel were

“

= mediate future he scattered a group.

“an

taken away by thieves, It was not
until 1947 that the Visquez family
went to live in Elche and began a
Sunday _school in their home. Soon
the chnn to invite their rclatives
the pastor of the Baptist church in
Alicante, capital of the province, came
up to preach to them.

In the summer of 1950, during my
vacation from the Baptist theological
seminary, I went to Elche to be pas-

tor of the Baptist group. This was to .

become my baptism of fire, for I
found upon arrival that the believers
in Elchc had been forbidden by the
local authoritics to have Scrvices in
the Vésquez home,

That first week I made a visit to
the -police.* I told the chicf my. pur-
pose for"Being in Elche and expressed:
the convittion that Article 6 of the
Charter of the Spanish Pcople guaran-
teed us the right to have services, I
also told him that we were planning
to have scrvices the follotvin Sunday
and that we hoped we wmiﬁi not be

bothered in any way, Thanks to‘that .

police chief, we ‘carried out. those
2 ] []
plans; and more than once in the im-

of young men who
our worship services.

When 1 graduated from the semi-
nary T was called”as pastor of the,

planned to stop

-
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friends to the scrvices, and often
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Do We
Ask
Too

Much?

By Jose Bonifacio

¢

Elche Baptist Church, and I moved to
the ficld full of ecnthusiasm and
drcams for the future, My first work
was to find all the believers in Elche
and surrounding territory., This ac-
tivity ‘was not very well accepted by
the leaders of the State Church, and
almost immediatcly they began to
protest to the police. My home was
constantly visited by the police and

I made countless trips to headquar-

.tcrs. -~ 3

Prohibitiotis to holding cvangelical
services began to rain upon us, and
we had to change our mecting place
from house to house. In an cffort to
avoid the problems of so much shift-
ing around, I sent six petitions to the
governor of the province in a period
of a little more than two years. The

»
X o~ :

- 3
¥ . ) P LY Coay
BN A ’ Ve d <hn‘\\,:£ 2 ot ¢ \‘“’ .

“petitions were asking for written per-
mission for our church, but all were
received and given the “adniinistra.
tive silence” treatment.

The situation became worse, and
we were forbidden to have worship
services or to visit the villages ‘where
we had missions. The day following
this order 1 visited the governor. A
few days later the local police came
to scc me and-told me that they stood
rcady to defend us. As long. as that
governor was in power we had peace
and growth; but when he lcfr our
troubles began again.

In 1952 we began to feel the urgent
necessity of buying a placc to have
our services, It-was incrcasingly-diffi-

= cult to have the_scryices in the Vis,

quez home since there were :now
twelve in the family, Three times a
week we had to take down' sevenl
beds, store them in the outside patio,
and bring in benches and pulpit. After
the mecting we had to reverse the
‘process. What we experienced cannot
Ec adequately told in writing, but it
will give some indication. as to the
meaning of rcligious intolerance.

The difficultics became so great
that we decided to buy a picce of
land and build. The comment) thi
reached our cars was, “The Protés:
tants ‘have bought land and expeet to
build, but just wait until they come
to us for permission!” And a petition
was circulated to have me thrown
out of town; but the civil guard said
they did not find sufficient reason for
such drastic action,

We saw that it would be almost

_ THE.COMMISSTON
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impossible to build; so we began to
look for a constructor who would
sll us a house alrcady built and

.would finish the inside according to

our specifications. The deal was madc,
and we moved into the pastor’s home
which was on the sccond floor of the
building.

Besides the partitions, 1 began to
work on the matter of getting per-
mission to put a platform and a bap-
tstry in the auditorium. I was told
that the architect who had charge of
the' construction in the beginning
should ask for the permission; for
these changes. The architect prom-
ised that he would look into the mat-

A

o

cntly they.had scen their mistake, and
I was literally thrown out of prison.
. Afterward I began making cfforts to
ssce the ‘mayor, and finally a member
of the church and I got in to sec him,
I asked who was responsible for my
arrest and tricd w cxplin to ‘the
mayor what had happened. He said
tous: “Don't worry. ?)qn’c’t to take
any steps at the moment, We will
work this out. satisfactorily,”
. Early in 1955 an order came from
thc mayor saying that the church
building was condemined because it
,did not meet -the ?‘ygicnic require-
ments. We had an ihspector to come

from Alicante, and he pronounced the -

.

ter, but at the end of two weeks he _ building to be in acceptable condition.

had don¢ nothing. The bomb ex-*
ploded when he finally presented the
matter to the authoritics, and the
architect took the casy way out. He
began to shout, “I /wil'l have no more
to do with this case.”,’

This happened in 1954, and during
several months a priest spoke on the
rdio and made all kinds of accusa-

tions about the Protestants. He went

to the extreme of accusing us of hav-

ing burned Catholic churches during’
the civil war. His- purpose was to
prejudice the people in general against
us, and he scemed to have a good
measure of success. Even the small
children felt they had a right to
bother us.

Onc morning twelve men, along
with three policemen, came to my
house ready to tcar down the. church.
They did not. tell who they were or
on what authority they had come.
The Jeader turned to the constructor
who had sold the building to the
church and said: “You are the owner
of this place. Begin to tear down the
building as T dircct you.” ‘

“Permit me to inform you that this
man is no longer the owner of this
building,” T said, “Also, would vou
mind ~telling me on what authority
you come here?” . '

The leader of the group let out a
serics. of foul expressions and insults.

I quictly said to' him, “Nobody
comes in hercuntil they show me a
written order to do so.”
~ The man became furious and be-
Egm to shout: “Arrest him! Arrest

im!” They arrested me and carried
me ‘to police headquarters. After 1
had bicen there two hours,one of the
officials hurried into ‘the office of the
chief. “This man is not supposed to
be in here,” he said excitedly. Appar-

EDITORS' NOTE: The article on
these pages bas” been written over a
period of cight years in the heart’ of
José Bonifacio, pastor of the Elche
Baptist Church, in the province of
Alicante, Spain. The religious intoler-
ance toward cvangelicals during 1958,
along with the encouragement of the
cighty members of bis persccuted
church and of some Roman Catholic.
friends, brought Pastor Bonifacio to
the point of sctting down on paper
the wnbelicvable sufferings of one
evangélical congregation. In Decem-
ber, 1958, when be stood amid the
ruins of bis new church after all-the

interior partitions had been torn down .

by Govermunent orders, Pastor Boni-
facio said, “The pitiful state of .our
mutilated bouse of worship cries out
to heaven as did the blood of Abel!™

The church continues to hold services.

in a home and to support three niis-
sions.

We presented this report to the au-
thoritics in Elche, but they came up
with another obstacle to put in our

way. - They waid that we had put in.

the partitions, platforms, and baptis-
try without the proper permission.
Shortly afterward we: sent a mes-
sage to the governor telling him of
our intention to move from the Vis-
quez house to the new building. We
received no answer; so after three
months of waiting we had two services

in the new building. The police came.

and advised us not to have any more
services until we could get permis-
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sion to make the’ move. We waited
for a fcw wecks, and again 1 wrote
to the governor asking for permis-
sion. As usual we received no reply,
and after six months of delay we had
a Sunday scrvice in the church,
Monday morning the police ‘came
and closed the doors'and windows of
the church and took -away the keys.

-The casc was taken to the local court

and finally to the supreme court in
Madrid. We lost, of course, and the
order was given that the “unauthor-
ized” ‘interior of the church be torn
down. This dccision was made May
20, 1957, '

In Dccember, 1958, the governor
said that the authoritics of Elche gave

us cight ddys to tear down the par--

titions or ‘they would send a “wreck-
ing crcw” at our cxpense to da the
work, T intended to ask the governor
for the keys and to set to work tear-

ing down the part specified by the

authoritics. The private sccretary of
the governor told me by telephone
that [ should not do anything because
they.were.going to talk to the mayor

in our bchalf. I spent five days trying

to get in to sce the mayor of Elche,
but failed.

On the sixth day police sent by
the governor's office, an architcct of,
the municipality, and scveral work-
men came to the church. They forced
the door open because they said they
had lost the keys. They tore down the
walls ‘of the scven rooms that had
been approved before we bought the

: buildinﬁ, and they completely demol-
¢

ished the platform and the baptistry.
Our material losses were considerable.
We thought that after all this surcly

thé’ doors of the building would be

left open. Butwe didn’t delay long in
discovering that we were mistaken.
By order of the provincial governor,
new scals were placed on the doors
and windows and a ncw padlock is
on the cntrance door.

What is the source of all this? Tt
originates in a fanatical religion that
proclaiims itsclf as the “only truc
Church.” In ‘Elch¢ the comment has
often been repeated, “In the city of
thc dogma-of the ascension of the
virgin Mary in body and soul, there
can necver exist a Protéstant church.”

In this century when so much is
said about liberty and humanity, is.it

too much to ask that we be treated:

like human beings who only wish to
worship God according to the dic-
tates of our own conscicnces?

-
-—
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"By Nella Dean Whitten

s

DON'T KNOW ‘how to begin
I this article! For-more than thirty
minutes 1 have sat before the
typewriter without so much as touch-
ing the keys. My problem is to present
the marriage situation in Spain truth-
fully, clearly, and without getting
anybody into trouble. There. is al-
ways the possibility that news items
ublished in the forcign press may
all into the hands of the Spanish au-
thoritics and bring about added suf-

fering for the persons mentionced.

I remember a visit a rcligious leader
and his son made to Spain in 1953. At
that time the cvangclical young pco-
ple who had been baptized into the
State Church as infants were having
difficulty in sccuring permission to be
marricd. When . my husband and 1
told the visitor of this difficult cir-
cumstance, he commented with deep
fecling: “My son, don’t cver forget
that there are kinds of persccution
worse than throwing stones. Refusal
to grant marriage permits is one.”

During 1958 this subtlé type of
persccution became cven worse in a
nation that supposedly has joined in
the defense of the. free world. On De-
cember 10, 1958, the United Nations
cclcbrated the tenth anniversary of
the Universal ‘Declaration of Human
Rights. No doubt Spain was repre-
sented in New York, but, within her
borders are scorcs of young couples
who look in vain for the arrival of a
notice from the Government sayin
that they- can be married in a civil
ccremony, ‘

What*wrong have they committed
to be denied the rights of law-abid-
ing Spanish citizens? Their crime con-
sists in being cvangelicals and secking
vo live for God ang serve him accord-
ing to the dictates of their hearts,

I spent this past=week enid in Ma-
drid, and there I wlked with several

/'#""'(Ml‘ e,
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" _couples .who have waited for over a

year for their marriage permits. The
situation is about the same all over the
country, but the judges in the capital
of Spain arc particularly scvere,

Sunday at g:15 a.m.'I walked into
the vestibule of the First Baptist
Church, Madrid. For several seconds
I stood studying the little group that
had "begun to gather for the 9:30
Ercaching service. This congregation

clonged to Third Baptist Church,
but they were borrowing the building
of First Church because their mecting
place was closed by Government or-
der Scptember 23, 1958,

Suddenly I saw Eduardo Rod-
rigucz,! whom my family has known
for scveral yecars. Elena Olmos, his

‘fiancée, was scated at his side, and

they had their heads bowed in silent
prayer. I tiptoed to where they were
sitting and gently touched Elena on
the shoulder. “Could T talk with you
and Eduardo a minute?” I whispered.

They followed me to the vestibule,
and there we sat on a narrow wooden
bench with no back. Eduardo leaned
against the wall, clasped his hands
around his knecs, and related their

experience:

‘We arc lucky, I guess. Some pco-
le have had to wait two ycars or
onger. We made our first request in

March. In May we put in an urgent
appeal to sce the judge of our district.
Pyc’ finally reccived us; but he was in
a terrible mood and did not so much
as offer us a chair. He finished the
intervicw by saying: ‘I do not con-
sider it my duty to sce such pecople as
vou. It is only out of the goodness of
my heart that T do it. Spain is most
unfortunate to have to put up with
you Protestants.’"” -

Elena nodded as she listened and

vigorously blew her nose as her part

P S——————

1 Fictitious names are used throughout the nre
ticle to protect the persons involved, The experi.
onces are true,

'R
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in the conversation, After the couple
went back and took their places i
the church auditorium, 1 nceded ¢
“digest” what they had said before
talking to anyone clsc. Third Baptis
Church services cnded, and Firg
Church pcople began coming in for
Sunday school,

1 was Farticularly intcrested in talk.
ing with Santiago Rodes and Ang
Roncal, whose casc had been denjed
in the highest court that deals with
such matters, I caught them before
they came in the church, and we
talked at length, '

. They have been waiting for cight-
cen months. Their parents have spent
considerable amounts of money try.
ing to work out the legal aspects of
the matter. The judge of their corre.
sponding district said that he didn't
want to marry them under the exist
ing circumstances, Their, casc was
carricd to the supreme. court and de-
nicd. The dccision was that people
who were baptized as Catholics and
have left the State Church cannot be
legally marricd. As long as this prin-
ciple is maintained, cach cvangelical
request for marriage becomes a mat.
ter of court action. ,

The prospect before this young
couple is dismal. There arc a scrics of
ifs involved: if they can find a more
liberal judge; if they had large sums
of moncy to apply at the “right
place”; if they arc willing to wait pa-
ticntly with the hope that the situa-
tion will change. Most of the alterna-
tives arc cxcluded by the Christian's
conscicnce. None of these young

. couples could conscicntiously marry
in a Catholic ccremony and promise
to rear their children in the State
Church. Some people suggest that
these couples marry before a notary
public, who will make out a statement
saying they have donc all possible
to marry legally. However, this is not
advisable since such action would give
the authoritics grounds for accusing
cvangelicals for hot abiding by the
law.

What, then, can they do? Nobody
has thought of giving up, Thesc Span-

«ish young pcople still walk. along the
streets holding hands and dreaming
together of the future. No doubt, as
they read in the papers of the great
idcal of frcedom and progress or as
they peer through the darkness after
a hard day's work, there comes to

them a puzzling, one-word question:
Why? T
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happencd to me when I left
the Roman: Catholic Church
in Spain and became an evangelical
Christian. The worst thing was that

MANY people have asked twhat

the Church declared my studies in--

valid. The next worst thing was that
| had to enter the Spanish army.
Pricsts in Spain are excluded from
doing military service. Since the Cath-
olic Church still considers me a priest
. (a bad pricst, but a priest forever be-
cause of the “character” given me by
my ordination), it would scem that

[ would still have been exémpt from:

military scrvice. Nevertheless, two
months after 1 left the Catholic
Church T was compelled to go to the
army.

It was a trial for me. I had alrcady
broken relations with my family, and
now I had to leave the company of
the Christians who were always so
kind to me. Still warse, I had to spend
1 long time among pcople who would
look at me cither with contempt or
with compassion. T was sure that some
of the officers, and especially the chap-
hin, would make my life as difficult
25 they could:™

After ten ycars of wearing the long
robes of the priesthood, I had not felt
quite right when I began to dress as a
normal man—I didn’t know how to
walk, how to move my arms, and so
on. Now I had to" dress in military
uniform, with the shirts and the

trouscrs being. the same size for the

litle and thin men- as they were for
the tall and fat ones.

My seccond day in the army I was
writing a letter to some friends, T
told them my first impressions about
my new life and how I had to wash
my laundry andemend it. This family
had a little daughter,
named“Conchita, who had
wanted to help me. when
I'visited in their home, So
In my letter 1 sent greet-
ings to her and added
these words: “If 1 were
with you T would not.

-
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need to worry so.much, because Con-
chita would help me in cverything,”

Just as 1 finished my letter, ‘the
chaplain -and two officers camewin,
One of them said, “What are you do-
ing?” -

“I am writing a letter to some
friends,” 1 answered. Without further
words the chaplain took the letter
from my hands and sent me away.
Hc read my letter, and half an hour
later he’called me.

He was scated, and while 1 stood
before him, trembling very much,. he
asked me with a strong voice, “Who
arc you?” According to the military
rules I' identified mysclf—my name,
my company, and so on. But he asked
me again, ‘Who arc you?” I thought
I hadn’t answered quitc’ right accord-
ing to the military ordinances; there-
fore, I repeated my identification,

But he said: “This is not what |
asked you. If you don’t understand
me in this way, tell. me, who were
you?”

“Iwas,..lwas...amonk”

“What clsc were you?”

“I was a priest.”

Then he said: “I knew this nl;'cady.

and that is why I came here. Are you
not ashamed to tell me this? Do you
know what you did? You arc crazy.

You are silly, This is foolish. You

must come back to the Catholic
Church.” And he continued with
man}' impolitc sentences. “Well,” he

y said, “you’ve already told me

who you werc. Now tell me who she

is!”
I could not guess his thought. Who
is she? “The Bible?” I answered.
“No, I am not asking you aboyt the
Bible,” he'said. “I ask you who she is.”

‘Who is she? “The church?” -,

i n N
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g n Leén, Spain, a group of evangelicals"
held a prayer meeting to ask God for freedom
of worship. One man rose to pray, and in his
prayer he made a profession of faith in Christ. |

By a I'ormer Roman.Catholic Priest

“What, a church? A Bible? You
arc crazy, you arc a fool!” he ex- .
claimed. “l ask you who she is, who
is the bad woman who deceived you
and compelled. you to betray your
conscicnce.” ' '

“Oh, I don’t know an

~left.the Catholic Churc
Christ as he likes. . . "

“Don’t tell me lics,” he interrupted.
“Who is this Conchita, whom you
spoke of in your letter? You may
tell the story to another, but not to
mc. You are lost because of a woman,
There is no other reason for a priest,
to leave the Catholic Church, But you
will regret it. Nobody ‘will want to
be your " friend, nobody will trust
you, because you are an apostate,’you
arc an anathema, You will suffer the
punishment of God very soon. Pleasc
think it over and tell me your decis-
ion next week. I-would like to help

ou'”

“I can tell you now that T know
what I did and why I did it and that
I would:like to continue in this way,”
I answered. “The Word of God is
more powerful than the Catholic
Church and T am ready to follow it
in spite of all.” '

hen he said: “Well, then take
carc that you don’t propagaté¢ your
heretical “doctrines among the sol-
diers., If 1 hear of your speaking a
word with anyone you will be put
in prison. Go -away traitor; 1 don't
like to sce your face. I will speak to
all the officers so that they will watch
you and to all the soldiers so that
nobody becomes your friend.”

And he did so. The reaction was
not completely as he intended, but,
nevertheless, he tried to make my
lifc very difficule, -
My letters were opened |

to sce if T was spreading
propaganda, I received
anonymous lctters insult-
ing me, telling me that
the wrath of God was
coming upon me, that
-(Continued on next page)

woman, |
to follow

1
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through my attitude 1 was killing my
mother. :

. When 1 was’sent to my permanent

station-1 asked scveral pastors if the
knew any Christians~in the city with
whom 1 could spend my Sundays,
They told me of a Baptist woman
who wanted to start a church. The

first time I was free I went-to visit ~

her. ‘

-1She said she’'had friends who came
together sometimes. She would give
them’ coffec, sing hiymns, and perhaps
read a portion ofg the Scripturcs. There
were noservices in’the real sense of
the word, because she was afraid the
people would not come if they knew
she was an cvangelical and wanted to
win them, But because T was there
she asked me to work with her and
to preach on Sundays. Without realiz-
ing the difficultics 1T would face, 1

‘accepted the work and for several

Sundays went there to preach.

Onc day I was informed that 1 had
gone to some strange mcetings and
that this was not allowed for a sol-
dier. The captain of my own com-
nany lived in the building where we
1ad the services. He didn’t know too
much about evangelicals, but like all
the ncighbors he was very. curious
about those meetings, When*he dis-
covered that a soldier of his conipany
was attending, he gave orders that |
should not be allowed to go.

Another difficult day came when |
decided to be baptized.sWhen 1 first
lefe the Catholic Church I didn’t want
to belong to any dénomination. Be-
fore I joined one I wanted to study

the differences between Baprists, |

Mecthodists, Presbyterians, and so.on,

I visited diffcrent churches and 1
srokq with different pastors, Some of
them gave me tracts and books about
their denominations; and I studied
these and compared them with the

Bible during my free time. After onc

- P
8 (13@)"*"\

vear of studying I arrived at the con-

_clusion that the Baptist churches are -

closest to the teachings of the New
Testament, and I-decided to become a
Baptist.

wanted to be baptized while T was
still in the military service, and 1
wanted to be baptized in the city
where 1 had been a Catholic priest

and tcnchcr'nniﬁ\whcrc many people
,g(‘
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knew me. So 1 wrote a letter to the
Baptist church of that town, asking

to be baptized there, It was a bold

stéX for me. ,
s you can imagine, the members

+ of that church were very happy and

they could not keep the sccret. On
the day of my baptism the church
was completely full and the doors had
to remain open so that the many peo-
ple who were not ‘able to come into
the church " could -listen from the
street. o

Many who had hecard me preach
in the Catholic Church were, present,
including scveral of my former pu-
pils. Before. 1 arrivsd at the church,
a nun from the monastery where |
used to say mass and preach asked
me to go away and not be baptized,
But I decided not only to be baptized
but also to preach. '

It scemed that cverything was all
right until the local priests called by
telephone to the chaplain of my sta-

tion and told him everything,

L ‘*w\

.

Two days later, when 1 returned to“
my post very happy because of my
decision, T went to tell my officer |
was back, He said he was very sorry
to tcll me that 1 had to remain in my
quirters until I received new orders,
My name had been put on a list to re.
quest that 1 be sent to a military
prison on an island in the Mediter-
rancan Sca,

Onc hour later the colonel called
me to his office. He asked where |
had been and what 1 had done dyr.
ing my week of holidays. 1 told him

everything, After °1_.explained for.

-ncarly-two hours why:I-left thic Cath.
olic Church and became an cevangeli.
cal, he told me that he admired my
conviction and that, cven though he
was a nominal Catholic, my reasons
went far toward convincing him, He
said he thought it was unjust to pun.

.ish me for doing what in my con.

science 1 felt compelled to do. Since
I had been baptized inside an author.
ized Protestant church I had not
broken the Spanish law, he said,
Afterwards he spoke to the general
of the army and cexplained to him that
it would be a dishonor for the army
to punish a soldier for being a Protes.

3
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By Nélla Dean Whitteﬁ

A Unique Diﬁiqizlty -

uations, In November, 1958, a new
cxperience was added to my list,

Y EXPERIENCES in Wom-
‘an’s Missionary Society
meetings have been varied, T have
amet at all hours of the day and
“until midnight on some occasions.
- 1 have attended'mectings under all
kinds' of circumstances—in big
churches, in little churches, in pri-
vatc homes, in a garage, and cven
under the shade of a tree.

Along with the leaders of these
groups I have had to face all kinds
of problemis. There have been the
problems of 'noimembers, no litera-
ture, no transportation_ gwqg the
women to the mectings. We have
‘had the door of a private home
closed in our faces because an un-
converted rclative suddenly
changed his mind. There have
been many “other unexpected sit-

e

Bl

Ars. Russell B, Hilliard and |
were invited to conduct a ‘study
of the W.M.S. manual for the
women of Third Baptist Church,
Barcclona, Spain. Reaching the
home where the meeting was to
be held, we were directed to the
kitchen where most of the group
had already gathered. When [ say
kitchen T give only half the pic-
ture, for that room serves as the
family dining room as well, In
this room, about twelve fect by
sixtcen feet in size, were scated
twenty-two people. Mrs, Hilliard
and 1 edged around the table in
the center to the chairs which had
been reserved. for us.

Fror where we sat we faced the
corner where the family cooking
equipment was kept. This included

THE COMMISSION




unt. They spoke for a long time, but
the result was that T was sct free
again, From that moment on the colo-
nel was my best friend. - -

Several days later he invited me to
his home for coffee because he wanted
to know more about Protestant doc-
erines. He confessed to me that it was
only through fear of losing his posi-
tion in the army that he didn'c be-
come a Protestant, for he thought
my position was quite righe.

Of course, the chaplain became

very angry. He tricd to catch me do--

ing somethin wrong so that he could
punish me. I received more anony-
mous letters, -

On onc of the last days of my
périod of military service the priest
came to visit me, as he often did, ask-

ing me if I was ready to rcturn to _

the Catholic Church., But this day,
without exchanging many words, he
said to me, “Come here, traitor!”

He took me into the street because
I was working in a military office in
which he had no jurisdiction, and he
shouted at me: “I have discovered
you have been spreading Protestant
propaganda among the soldicrs! You
thought you decccived me, but you

!

1]

didn’t!" Hc insulted me,.with words
so bad that I never imagined a priest
would use them. At ‘the same’ time
he pushed me, attempting to make
me fight back, If I had done so, it
would have been considered as rebel-
lion against an officer and I could
have been punished very. severcly.

It was dinnertime, and all the
workers from the ncar-by factorics
made a big circle around us, wondci=
ing what 1 had donc that a pricst
should speak in such a way. He con-
tinued  his cxclamations until 1 could
no longer remain silent, and 1
answered, “All that you siy is not
truc!” -

But I.could not continue. He
caught me by the shirt and cried out:
“Shut up! If you say another word 1
will knock ail rour tecth out. You
arc unworthy of speaking to me. Go
away now and ‘remain in the officc
until T speak with the general. It is
necessary to send you to a prison or
to a concentration camp for all your
life.”

T went weeping to my office. |
didn't darc to tell anybody the trouble
because of the threats of the chap-
lain. But some other- soldiers, who

a charcoal fire, an aluminum

_ rot.
with shining lid, and two skillets

_ hap{ging on the wall.

he meeting began with the cn-
thusiastic singing of a hymn and a
sincere prayer led by the presi-
dent. Then Mrs. Hilliard and 1
were presented as “those who have
come so far as an cxpression- of
God's love and of the concein of
Southern Baptists in the United
States.”
_ The study of the manual was
interspersed  with questions ahout
rroblcms that made it hard to fol-
ow the-book. When the study
was finished the W.M:S. president
said, “Now 1 think we should take
advantage of this time to plan the
skccinl program for the’ closc of
the week of prayer for forcign
missions,”

Most of the women were hesi-
tant to take parts, but onc by onc
they agreed.” The special attrac-
tions planned were a play by the

Young Woman's Auxiliary, a song

for May 1959
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by the Sunbeams, and a filmstrip

shown by onc of the Southern
Baptist representatives in  Spain.
From the youngest mother with
her squirming baby on her-lap- to~
the oldest grandmother there were.
expressions of satisfaction and an-
ticipation.

Then suddenly the vice-presi-
dent_of the group raised her hand.
“But” where Will' we have this
mecting?”’ she asked as she looked
around the circle. “We are plan-
ning to invite the whole church
and cven some visitors, We are
not supposed to have more than
twenty people in any one private
home. We have only one group to

ut on the program, but we would
gavc to' mecet in at lcast three dif;;w
ferent places.” %

An audible sigh of weariness was,¢
heard as the. women began to
makeétother plans. You sce, their

schurch building has been closed

by Government orders since Sep-
tember 15, 1958, -
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were witnesses, cxplained the cvents
to the colonel’s sccretary, who com-
pelled me to go to the .coloncl’s of-
fice. -

The coloncl was talking with some
commandants. All of them reacted

* . 1) .. . ° *
against* the behavior of the priest and

i 4
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agreed that he had treated me un-

justly. They said that he had no right:

to disturb me from 'y Work without
first speaking with' them and that if
I had donc somcthing wrong it was
the officers, not the pricst, who should
punish me.

Then the colonel said to me: “Don’t
be afraid; you will not suffer, in any
way. We shall speak to the pricst. But
if he comes again to talk to*you tell
him you reccived orders from me not
to listen to him except in my pres-
ence.” _

The priest ncver came back to
spcak with me, but he spoke to the
gencral and wrote a letter to the cap-
tain gencral of that region, telling’
them that T had been spreading Protes-
tant propaganda during my military
service and that my officers were my
friends because T went to their homes
to give lessons to their children. -

After my fellow soldiers left the
army, I had to. remain. I didn’t know
whether T was going to be ‘able to
leave military service ‘or not. It was
necessary to i:avc an investigation first
to scc.if what the ‘priest said was
truc.An, officer sent by the caprain
gencral came to ask the different of-
ficers about my bcehavior, ,Only after

"he found the truth did T obtain per-
" mission to leave the army.

Next year there were three cvan-

‘gelical boys doing their military serv-

icc in the same place. Because the
priest failed in my casc and becausc
the officers changed their minds about
cvangelicals, those three soldiers did
not have to suffer so much. |

I finished my military service with
the satisfaction of having given my
testimony there and having prepared

an casicr way for other Christians

who oric day might be in the same
circumstances.

Every time I rcad Psalm 27, my
favorite, 1 realize that the prayer and
the assurance of its words were ful-
filled in my life: “The Lord is my
light and my salvation; whom shall 1
fear? the Lord is the strength of my
life; of whom shall I be afraid? When
the wicked, even mine encmics and
my foes, came upon me to cat up my
flesh, they stumbled and fell.” -
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By Maxic Kirk
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HE LORD told John to write
Tt’o the church at Philadelphia,

“Behold, 1 have sct before thee
an open door, and no man can' shut
it Surely this saine Lord has placed
beforc us an open door in Soqth
Brazil,

Those of us who work here could
writc with the apostle ‘Paul, “A door
that offers wide and cffective service
stands open before me, and there are
‘many opponcnts” (1 Corinthians 16:9
Wevmouth). Baptists in Brazil have
rendered a wide and effective: service
up to the present; but, when com-

ared to the possibilitics and chal-
rcngcs of the great land we serve, our

cfforts may become dwarfed and in-

cffective,

Brazil’s doors are open not. only to
people bringing the gospel but to all
who. care to enter. A little more than
ten years ago the book cntitled Ideas
Have Legs rcached best-sclling lists
and was widely commented on. To-
day in Brazil we sce just how many
legs idcas do have.

Destined to be one of the great
powers of tomorrow, Brazil is today
a land of great promise and unlimited
+ opportunity. The idcals and aspira-
tions that shall tomorrow govern the
activitics and role of this nation will
~be determined by the idcology that
! today succceds in winning the alle-
giance of the people. There are many
that vie-for this privilege.
. The Roman Catholic Church,” the

traditional and historic power, strives
to shake off the lethargy and deca-
dence that has marked its influence
during the past century and sccks to
make its voice increasingly active and
militant. Rome is determined that
these open and cffective doors be se-
cured once more by its power and
closed to all others.

Adhcrers to the doctrines of Com-

el s Lt R

munism, spiritualism, and intergral-
ismo (a mixture of - Fascism ‘and
materialism) arc spending tremendous
sums to spread abroad in every cor-
ner of this land their political and cco-
nomic theories, which are religious in
another guise. Their fanaticism and
dedication to the ideal of winning
the allegiance of Brazil to their par-
ticular cult or-party is sobering. There
arc ‘myriads of cults and isms, but
these four . mentioned have bcehind
them tremendous financial and politi-
cal power. Thcr represent the very
forces-of the evil one, |

write now appealing to you who rcad

- these words to help in the following.

ways: Bear us-up in your prayers,
continuc the splendid financial co-

.-operation .we are ‘presently cnjoying,

and pray with us regarding the com-
ing of more workers to this great mis-
sionary ficld, Here are some of the

. problems and needs that face us, Will

rou include them on your prayer
ists?

Reporting on his work in the state
of Sio Paulo, Rev. Paul C. Porter

_writes: “The scarcity of workers, the:

lick of training for the onesiwe have,

The Christian witness is. not made- and the rcsultinf internal problems in
1

-in a ‘s&i,ritual vacium on-any mission

ficld. When Jesus Christ does not rule
in the hearts of men, other forces do
rule there. For “our fight is not against
any physical encmy: it is against or-
ganizations and powers that are spirit-
ual. "'We are up against the unscen
power than-controls this dark world,
and spiritual agents from the very
headquarters of cvil” (Ephesians 6:
11-12 Phillips).

In Brazil we recognize the sober-
ing fact that if this generation is not
won to Christ its loyaltics and alle-
giances will certainly be won by
other, lesser causes—by the evil one
himself at work in the idcologics of
Communism and. miterialism,

As the members of the'South Brazil
Mission held their annual meeting
thése facts were repeatedly brought
to our attention. Ours is. an active
warfare. When we as Baptists are not
able—do not have personnel and re-
sources available—to enter open doors,
others will and do enter them and
take possession of the land. The so-
bering fact that tomorrow may very
possibly be too late is causing our
present missionary force, and the
capable and consecrated Brazilian
Baptist pastors and lay workers, to
overextend themselves, at times be-
yond the point of cndurance.

Because ownr mission is, in reality,
that of cvery Southern Baptist, we

many of the churches possibly fur-
nish the most scrious problems in Sio
Paulo. Fanatical sccts preying upon
our untaught and uncultured
churches, especially those withiout pas-

tors, and interdenominational groups -

making constant bids for' our young
people are problems of no small im-
portance. It is also of no little an-

. noyance to have seven different types

of Baptists trying to show that they
arc the true Baptists and that our Bra-
zilian Baptists lack doctrine,”

Dr. Lester C, Bell, reporting on the

~work in another section of thé same

state, writes: “All the principal cities
of this arca arc connected by excel-
lent rail lines and a rapidly expanding
system of highways, This rich and
growing arca is being scriously beset

y the feverish activity of a number
of sccts that arc trying to establish
themselves here, .

“Not only do we feel the presence

of a missionary in this arca to be

highly justified, but we urgently nced
the help of other missionaries. in the
work of evangelism and training of
church leaders .and in ‘the general

work of the associations. All" threc
associations have asked for mission-
arics. The doors are wide' open, The
opportunitics arc unlimited.’
From cach ficld in the South Brazil
Mission comes the appcal for a couple,
(Continued on: page 30)
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- for May 1959

After their annual meetings last year; Southern Baptist Missions (organizations of mis. ]
sionaries) sent the Foreign Mission Board 742 urgent requests for additional personnel
to fill ana fide, critical needs. This article concerning the needs. for; missionaries in S_Outh
Brazil is. presented as representative of what lies behind these reqité‘él’?fréni‘:all the fields.
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HERE WAS gratifying advance

I in Baptist mission work through-

out most of Africa, Eur(_ipc, and

the Ncar East during 1958, This ar-

ticle summarizes developments in the

various countrics and territorics of
this arca. ‘

Ghana: The mission staff in Ghana
was cxactly doubled during the year.
There were thirtcen missionarices un-
der appointment in January; 1958, At
the beginning of 1959 there were
twenty-six.

Onc ncw station was occupicd—
Nalerigu, in the Northern Territor-
ics. There-a new hospital was opened
August 2, 1958, offcring the only

" medical service available to the Mam-
prusi tribe, Within a period of two
months, more than twelve thousand

. paticnts were tteated. The first Mam-

' prusi converts were baptized on

Christmas Day, 1958.

¥ was strengthened in its staff; and
building continucs. Complete freedom
of action and overwhelming oppor-
tunitics for cvangelism continue to
be, characteristic within this ncwly
independent African nation,

Nigeria: The: mission staff was in-
creased modestly in Nigeria, bringing
the number under” appointment to
within twenty of the goal for 1964.

. Realization that this goal cin probably
... not be exceeded within the next four

vears brought about two results: The
Nigerian Mission has become even
more sclective in its requests. for mis-
sionary personnel. "And the process
of -transferring responsibility into the
hands of capable Nigerian leaders has
been accentuated. .

At its annual session in April, the

Nigerian Baptist Convention adopted

a sweeping program of expansion.
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This program looks toward the”
“strengthening of work in the western
region while at the same time it en-
dcavors to cxtend aggressively into
the north and the cast, with a certain
priority given to these underoccupicd
regions.

The proposal for the cstablishment
of a degree-granting college was
made an integral parc of the expan-
sion plan. However, safeguards were
established to prevent this, or any
other single institution, from absorb-
ing a disproportionate share of avail-
ab?c personnel and thus making geo-
graphical expansion more difficult,

Of 340 organized churches in the
Nigerian Baptist Convention, 319 arc
entirely self-supporting., In many
other ways the vigorous young con-.
ventjon continucs to. accept full re-
_spongibility for its task of -cvangelism,
cdugdtion, and development of the
life:of its people. Every indication is
that Nigeria’s achicvement of com-
plete political independence in Oc-
tober, 1960, will ﬁl;\d the Nigerian

* Baptist Convention rcady to assume
a significant role in the, Christian lifé
of the new nation.

Central Africa: While the mission-
ary staff in this federation has been
moderately increased, the cmphasis
has béen upon internal strengthening
and consdlidation of gains made in the
last few years of rapid expansion. En-
“trance into Northern Rhodesia and
Nyasaland was dclayed for another

>year in order that established work in
Southern Rhodesia might not be dan-
gerously weakened.

One, new “station was occupied,
however, when Missionary Clyde J.
Dotson,\following the tragic death of
his wifc,\,w;\s allowed to transfer from
Umtali to Gokwe. This gives South-
crn Baptists a- ministry in one of the
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most remote and neglected sections
of Southern Rhodesia, Gokwe is be-
ing dcveloped as an outstation of
Sanyati, with small clinics bein
visited periodically by the mcdic:ﬁ

staff from Sanyati and a simple two-

way radio system kecping Mr., Dot-
son in daily contact with the Sanyati
station,

New appointees now in language
study make possible the confident
hope that personnel will be available
for -cxtension into the other two
countrics of the fedcration before the
cnd of 19509,

East Africa: The Baptist Mission of
East Africa suffered scyere shock and

ricvous loss in the tragic dcath of
%Vinfrcd O. Harper by drowning
Scptember 4, 1958. Even so, the cx-
perience has served to unite the staff
of the Mission in an even greater
and dcevotion to
the task which their colleague had so
nobly begun. Reinforcements added
to the staff, while unable to replace
Missionary Harper, have gone far to-
ward restoring the heart of the be:
rcaved Mission. s

Two ricw community centers were,
opened during the year, one in Nai-
robi, Kenya, and onc in Dair es
Salaam, Tanganyika, Each is now
busily engaged in a program of week-
day activitics, and converts arc being
won through the cvangelistic out-
rcach,

Construction of the 104-bed tuber-
culosis hospital at Mbeya, Tangan-

yika, begun in Fcbruary, has pro-

ceeded slowly, and the hospital will
not be ready for service until May;
1959. Evangelistic work has procecded
more rapidly at Mbeya, however,
than clsewhere, and there twenty-
three converts—the first fruits of
Southern .Baptists’ labors in East Af-
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rica—were baptized during the year.

In Mombasa, Kenya, a promising
beginning has been made in the Kis-
auni community. Ground was sccured
for building a chapel, and several con-
verts were under instruction await-
ing baptism as the year closed,

Plans were laid for the. establish-
ment of a theological seminary for
East Africa, to be centrally located in
the Arusha area of Tanganyika. Con-
sideration continues to be given to the
possibility of establishing a teacher-
training nstitute in the South Nyanza
district, at the request of Govern-
ment cducational authoritics. In a lit-
tle more than two years, a remark-

\Y/HEN Dr. George W, Sadler,

"WYY former secretary for Africa, Eu-
rope, and the Necar East for the
Southern Baptist Forcign Mission
qu:gd, was asked to suggest the motto
forvSadler Baptist College, Kumasi;
Ghana, he chose the Words. of Jesus,
“Not to be ministered unto, but to

minister.” Often in our chapel service

we complement those words by the
sn;ging of our school hymn, “O Jesus,
I Have Promised.” ‘
. At Sadler College, the only school
in Ghana sponsored by Baptists, the
spiritual life is of first concern, All

tor May 1959
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ably firm foundation has been laid in
" East Africa,

Arab’ Baptist Mission: This mission,
comprisin% Lebanon, Jordan, and
Gaza, has been greatly heartened by
the a[g)ointmcnt of five new mission-
arics
Dorrs have gone to Gaza, while Rev.,
and Mrs. John R, Couch and Miss
Maurine Perryman arc studying Ara-
bic in Jordan.- .

Lebanon, rocked by revolution
from May to August, is gradually rc-
Fainingﬁ political and cconomic sta-
vility? Activitics of our Baptist
churches were seriously interrupted
during the summer, but the mission
staff bravely rode out the storm and,
in many cascs, was able to bring some
good out of the cvil of strife and
dissension, ) .

A notable achicvement was the oc-
cupation of a ncw station, Tripoli.
This, the sccond largest city. of Leb-
anon, in a dominantly Moslem scc-.
tion of the country, was the very

oint of origin of the rcbellion.

ardly had t?\c fighting ccased be-
fore Rev, and Mrs. John W, Turner
moved with thicir family to take up
their residence in Tripoli, giving
Southern Baptists for the first time
two stations in this little republic,

Another significant achicvement
came just as the ‘year closed. Land
was sccured on a desirable site over-
looking the city of Beirut for the fu-

.ture cstablishment of a theological
7 .

k]
T. L)
L , 4t

. . . .

A

. ol
» . .
v"‘ >

,
£
H

.
. . .
. /s
‘. ~y - . - .
A R +
- .- N N
B " . ¢ S
- Ly Ry .
e <
& Jrce,
t kS
* .

~

who are affiliated with the institution
look forward to the time when the
young pcople now cnrolled will com-
plete their cducation and begin to
translate their school motto and hymn
into practical Christian service in
Ghana's churches,

A step in that direction was made,
scveral months ago during the first.
revival held in the school. Dr, I. N.
Patterson, missionary to Nigeria, was
preacher; and the theme of his mes-
sages, “That Their Eyes May Be
Opened,” points out the aim and pur-
pose of all work done at Sadler Col-

£l

uring the ycar. The David .G~ “iiieht of several new
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seminary to scrve the cntire Arabic- . '
speaking arca.

In Jordan, tensc but relatively peace-
ful, the fircs of cvangelism burncd
more brightly than at any previous
time, and missionaries rejoiced in nu-
merous conversions and the develop-
oints of ‘witricss. :

Gaza, although still constituting one .
of the “hot spots” of the world, cs-
caped most of the turmoil” which
characterized much of the Near East
during 'this past ycar. The Baptist
surgical hospital, ministering primar-
ily to Palestinian refugees, continued -
to be one of the busicst spots in the :
world, and our mecdical staff is ser- .
iously overworked. The appointment -
of the Dorrs brought cncouragement
to the staff, bue there is still a sctious
shortage of nurses. The outstanding.
cvent of the ycar was the arrival of
R. Edward Nicholas and his family
froin. Beirut to have charge of the
evangclistic program on the .station,

Egypt was affected somewhat by

anti-Western feclings; and some. limi-

tation of activitics of the small Bap-

tist churches was experienced, due in
part perhaps to a suspicion of rela-
tionships with the United States. It
contipues to be impossible for South-
ern Baptist missionaries to reside in

Egypt, and the infrequent’ visits of a

missienary from Beirut or Ajloun, !

Jordan, have provided only a tenuous /|

. bond of fellowship.
Efforts arc being made to increase
(Continued on page 31) o
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lege. The school exists that fine young
Africans from all parts of Ghana may
have their cyes opened. intellectually,
morally, an socmll‘t:, but above all
that their cyes may be opened to be-
‘hold Jesus Christ.
™= -During the week of revival fifteen
young pcople came forward in re-
sponsc to the invitation to: reccive ]
hrist as Saviour. An invitation like i)
this was ncw to most of the students, i
who came forward did so ,
Xvith considerable delibera-

(Continued on page 23)

and thosé&;;
slowly an
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ACH YEAR 1 have been report-
E ing developments in the Oricnt

mission arcas during the pre-
ceding calendar ycar. Thus, this ar-
ticle 1s a bricf survey of 1958 Some
of my obscrvations came from. a
month-lodg trip to the Oricnt late in
the ycar. ; -~

First, 1 wish to comment on the
background-situation iri -Asia during:
1958. The picture was onc of con-
tinuing change and unccrmint?r. That
was no other than what we had ex-
pected, for Asia is undergoing a
sweeping social revolution which is
likely to continuc for many dccades
to come, .

As 1958 opened, Indoncsia was al-
ready undergoing severe crisis which
soon broke out into open civil war.
That war has now quicted down.
Mcntion of it is no longer found daily
in our newspapers. 1 learned, how-
cver, during ‘my visit in Indonesia
that sporadic fighting is still taking
place in northern Sumatra and in the
northcastern islands of Indonecsia.

Another crisis situation developed
later in the ycar as Red China re-
newed its attacks on the offshore is-
lands of Quecmay and Matsu and
poscd a new threat of invasion of
Taiwan (Formosa). This crisis, also,
has quicted somewhat. Our mission-
arics arc going right on with their
regular activitics. In fact, if 1 had not
brought up.the subject I am not. sure
the crisis situation would cven have,
been mentioned tg me during my visit
in Taiwan. P

Looming up in" the background of
the Asia situation, as #lways, is Red
China, The focus of interéstijust now
is on the ambitious programi to bring
litcrally hundreds of millions ofg Chi-
nese into communcs. The facg.-that
this attempt cuts dircctly across the
rain of the Chinese family systém is
argely responsible for the “piresent
tendency-.of the Red China Govern-
m¢nt, to back away from somc.of the-
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more extreme aspects _of--the” dom> -

munc program, .

Mcanwhile, frec arcas in the Orient
have been struggling with some of
the problems of youthful democracy.
The ycarcssaw actual physical strife

“interrupt the delibérations” of legisla-

tors in Korca and Pakistan. Economic
criscs afc troubling the Philippines

and-Indoncsia. Democratic processes *work in that lan

have been set aside and military gov-
crnments cstablished in Thailand and
Pakistan. Meceanwhile, however, the

_arrangements for the peaccful grant-

ing- of sclf-government to Singapore
continue to move forward.

Against this general background 1
can rcport another year of progress
in Southern Baptist Oricnt missions.
It is thrilling to, report the appoint-
ment of forty-scven missionaries for
the Oricent during 1958, at last reach-
ing the record of forty-scven appoint-
ments for that area which was sct
thirty-scven years ago, back in 1921,

The Forcign Mission Board took
several significant actions relating ‘to
the Oricnt during the ycar. Formal
plans . were made and initial prdce-
durcs worked out for the transfer of
responsibility for Baptist work in Ha-
waili from the Forcign Mission Board
to the churches and the Baptist con-
vention of that territory.

LANS were developed for the
carrying forward of English-lan-
guage church work in mission arcas
and the first missionarics were ap-
pointed specifically for that work, one

. couple being designated for Bangkok,

Thailand. Also, the Board approved
in principl¢’ a Southern Baptist mis-
sion entry into Vietnam as soon_as
appointment prospects justify that ex-
pansion of our work: i

. As dther notable. developments in
the Orient ficlds, 1 mention the fol-
lowing: Increased impctus was given
to, programs of student work and stu-
dent center evangelism “through the

AEA‘%'

visit to the ficld of Rev. Bill B.-Cody.
onc of the Board's associate “S‘qcrcf\aric;
for missionary personnel, and Dr,
W. F. Howard, student secretary for
the Baptist General Convention of
Texas. The newimissionarics in Pakis.
tan_completed their -initial language
study responsibilities and are begin.
ning an actual dprogmm of mission
. Oricnt missionarics
during 1958 cntered two new stations
—TFarnidpur, in Pakistan, and Tarlac,

in the Philippines. vr
It is always somewhat surprising to
me to draw up a list of developments,
country by country, at the close of a
calendar year. As a yecar passcs a day
at a time, we scldom realize how many
significant forward steps arc being
taken. Let me recount bricfly a few

_of the developments of 1958, 1 believe

you will also be impressed that the.
Lord is blessing the work of our de-
voted imissionarics and their national
colaborers. :

The, Japan Baptist Convention con-
centrated on cvangelism through its
“New Life” cvangelistic ¢ampaigns.
Onc church cven had continuous
cvangelistic services daily for four
weeks. During 1958 new work was
opened by Japanese Baptists in cight
new citics, giving the convention rep-

-resentation in~ thirty-cight of the

forty-six prefectures of Japan. You -
will recall that our plan has been to

lace missionary, couples in these pre-
cctures along with the Japancese cvan-
gelists; but we arc lagging fac_bcehind,
with missionaries in only twenty-four
prefectures. '

Other Japan Baptist Convention
achicvements during 1958 include the
formal beginning of its Studént.work
program, the sccuring of its first full-
time Training Union sccretary, final
approval of its rcorganization plan,
and complction and dedication of a
church building in its mission work’
in Okinawa. The organization and
growth of the Tokyo Baptist Church,
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-an English-language church in that
rcat ‘city, is also an outstanding cvent
in our 1958 mission records.
In Korea, missionarics' for genceral
‘ficld cvangelistic work have begun to
- move. out from !ggggggc school into
the stations. During 1958 tlic L. Parkes
Marlers began their Work at Scoul
and the "J. G. Goodwins began work
at Pusan. The Korca Mission, work-
ing with the Korcan Baptist Conven-
tion, also began the production of
Sunday school literature during the

~year, Joint mectings. of Mission and-

‘convention committees are contind-
ing to build understanding and a spirit
of fcllowship. ‘

I continuc to marvel at the rapid
growth of Baptist work in Taiwan,
The report for 1958 shows well over
onc thousand baptisms and a church
membership which now exceeds seven
thousand. The Taiwan Baptist Con-
vention has cxpanded its: own home
mission program by scnding mission-
arics to the cast coast arca. Growing
~<maturity of- the~work is sccn-in the
clcction of a graduate of the young
Taiwan Baptist Theological Seminary
as president. of the convention, The
seminary: itself maved last year to its
new permanent campus in the out-
skirts of Taipch, '

The Hong Kong Baptist Associa-
tion cclcbrated its twenticth anniver-
sary during 1958 and raised. a special
anniversary offering of ‘thirty thou-
sand dollars. The year saw the com-
pletion of ncgotiations for permanent
sites for the Hoiig Kong Baptist Col-
lege and the proposed Hong.Kong

Baptist Hospital. The college was,

PROGRESS in e 0
\ W ) in-the Orient "

‘house for their literature, Also, an
_English-language church ;was organ-
ized in Hong Kong during the year.
In the Philippines, the opening of
the new station' in Tarlac and the be-
'FTnnin of work'in.the Batangas afca
1cad the list of advance,”The growth

of the theolagical seminary-to a stu-

dent body of approximately forty-is

niost encouraging. The ycar's records
also show the dedication of the main
building ac the Mati Baptist: Hospital
and production of the first Woman’s
Missionary Union litcrature for the
Philippincs. _ .

Our work in Indonesia is moving
forward more and more rapidly; 323
baptisms were reported during 1958.
Graduates of the Baptist Theological

Seminary of Indonesia have begun to.

serve as pastors, Also during 1958, the
administration building of the Kediri
Baptist Hospital was completed and
dedicated,

Mecmbership in the Baptist churches
of Malaya grew to more than one
thousand during the ycar. Completion
of the buildings at the assembly
.grounds and purchasc of land for a
-permanent scminary site were promi-
nent forward steps in our work. Even
more cncouraging. was the appoint-
ment and arrival on the ficld of our
first missionarics to work among the
Indian population: of Malaya, This is
somcthing toward. which we had
prayed and worked for several years.

HE WORK in Thailand, as al-
ways, moves somcwhat more
slowly because of the resistance cre-
ated K_v Buddhism in that land. Inter-

greatly strengthened by the presence’ . est in our Thailand work is centered

of Dr. Lconard A. Duce, dean of the
§raduatc school of Baylor University,
Vaco,"Texas, during one semester.
Other cvents of importance include
the expansion of the committee which

administers the Baptist Press to in-

clude representation from near-by
lands depending upon the publishing:

“in.the-fact-that a number of mission-
arics finishing their lapguage study
will soon be moving out to open new
stations of work. The appointment of
a missionary to serve as pastor of the
English-language Baptist church in

Bangkok brought great encourage-

ment to our Mission, . \

H

%
.

In addition to the moving of the
W. Trueman Moores to Faridpur and
the preparation. for an -actual begin-
ning of our program of work in Paki-
stan, 1958 saw our Mission there given
formal .recognition by the.East Paki-
stan Baptist Union as a co-opcrating
mission body. Thus,.the foundation is
laid for a happy relationship between
Southern Baptist missionarics and the
Baptist churches which alrcady exist
in the arcas where they are working,

During the carly part of i958 the
Hawaii Mission dcvoted itsclf to an
intensive cvangelistic cffort, headed
by simultancous revivals at Easter.

Since August, when I visited Hawaii
for discussion of the future of the
work there, plans have been moving
forward smaothly toward the antici-
pated assumption by the Hawaii Bap-
tist Convention of the responsibility
for- Baptist missions in Hawaii,

The annual scssions of the Hawaii
Baptist Convention took giant strides
in that dircction, showing a deep sense
of carnestness and responsibility. The
convention selected as its officers this
time, not missionarics, but local pas-
tors. Mrs. William McMutry, promo-
tion division director of Woman’s
Missionary Union who attended the
mecting of the convention, shared
with me her impressions. She men-
tioned particularly Dan Kong, of
Chincese descent, Mori Hiratani, Japa-
nese, and Sam Choy, Koréan; as the
outstanding men in the sessions, rather
than missionarics.

We could seck for no finer evi-
dence of the blessing of God on our
Hawaii work:¢ This is, in fact, a livin
symbol of the success of what we have
undertaken there and™of ‘the .readi-
ness of the Hawaii work for the next
forward step which is now in process.

It is for this same sort of fruitage
that we arc working and praying’in
all our ficlds. We give thanks to God
that 1958 has carried us on toward
that fruition,
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General ® -

1,293 Missionaries -

Twenty missionarics' appointed by
the Southern Baptist Forcign Mission
Board at its March mceting brought
the -active towal to 1,293. (For names
of new missionaries, sce page 28.)

29,990 Baptisms in 1958

~Overscas churches related to South-
crn Baptist missionr work reported 29,-
990 baptisms during 1958, an increase
of 4,912 over 1957. Theses brought
the total membership of the 3,229
churches to 416,750.

This information was glcaned from
the Forcign Mission' Board’s 1958 re-

ort, a compilation of figures and facts
rom the 38 countries and territorics
where Southern Baptist forcigh mis-
sionarics serve. The report will be pre-
sented to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention when it meets in Louisville,
Ky,, in May and will be printed in
The Field Is the World, annual pub-
lication of the Board.

(Figures in the 1958 report include
an cstimated 392 churches and 123,000
members in China. No attempt was
made to cstimate baptisms by the
China churches.) :

Two thirds of the churches, or
2,156, arc sclf-supporting; and total
centributions through the churches
and the 6,116 chapels and missions
rcached $2,155,892.47. The churches
were scr_\;g‘gl }py 1,953 national pastors
and 122 missionary pastors.

The TForcign Mission Board ap-

ointed 137 missionarics during 1958
For a nct gain of 97. There were 1,283
missionarics - in active service at the

~cend of the year—517 men, §31 mar-

ried women, and 235 single women.
The 1958 report shows 3,383 Sun-
day schools, with an enroliment of

341,151; 5,198 Training Unions and.-

other youth groups, with an cnrol-
ment of 153,423 and 3,630 missionary
socictics, with an enrolment of 81,191,
The 1,191 Vacation Bible schools held
in 1958 cnrolled' 141,462 pupils.
Amonjr the Baptist schools on the
mission ficlds are 28 theological semi-
narics, with 1,152 students; four,
women's training schools, with 256;
13 colleges, with 4,716; 68 sccondary
schools, with 15,7953 666 clementary
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gartens, with 5;574. There were 305
missionary -tcachers and 4,955 national
tcachers during 1958,

Scventeen Baptist hospitals and 358
clinics and dispensarics served a total

Of 231,121 patients. Working with

these ‘'medical centers were' 46 mis-
sionary physicians, 54 national physi-
cians, 5§ missionary nurscs, and 182

- national nurses,

Fourtcen publishing centers printed
150,000 Bibles, 450,441 copics of 208
books, 3,590,414 copics of 262 pcriod-

dcals, and 7,066,465, picces of 443 tracts.

Fourtcen orphanages carcd for 563
children. And 10 good will centers en-
rolled 1;942 children and 777 adults.

3 2.
" Argentina ’

Latin-American Conference

-Approximatcly 65 Southern Baptist
missionaries from all over Latin
Amcrica attended the sccond arca-
wide mission conference, held in Buc-
nos Aires, Argentina, in Fcbruary.
The first Latin-American mission con-
fecrence was held in Rio de Janciro,

“Brazil, in 1956.

The conference was planned by Dr.
Frank K. Means, sccretary for Latin
Amecrica for the Foreign Mission

Board, in consultation with commit-.

tces made up of missionarics serving
in the various countries. Dr. Baker J.
Cauthen, cxccutive sccretary of the
Board, participated in the scssions.

Indoicsia
Record M onﬂ:

The Baptist hospital in Kediri, Java,
Indonesia, had 83- surgical cases—32
major and 5o minor—during January,
reports Miss Everley Hayes, South-
crn Baptist missionary nurse. This
was. 30 mote than the previous record
month, October, 1958.

“‘We "dlso rejoiced as some .of our
e TN N . . .
paticnts accepted Christ,” says Miss
Hayecs. “Onc of these, who came from
Semarang, was brought- to us by her
son, a member of the Baptist theologi-
board and the only
Christian in his family. The rest of
the family objected to. his bringing

. their mother here for treatment, but
-he brought her anyway.
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“Since she rcturned to her home,
both shc and her son have written
telling of her )or in salvation, whic),
is grcater than her joy in being re.

licved of her pain

‘o

~ Japan

Plans Announced

This year, while Christians in_Jagin.
arc-celebrating the 10oth anniversary,,

_of the beginning of Protestant mission
‘work there, the Japan Baptist Con.

vention is also celebrating the oth
anniversary of the arrival of Souther
Baptist missionaries by giving special
cmphasis to evangelism.

Plans call for city-wide cvangelistic
campaigns to be held in four of the
larger citics of Japan in October, re-
ports Missionary Loyce N. Nelson,
chairman of the Japan Baprist Mis.
sion. Participating in these campaigns
will be several Southern Baptist lead-
crs from the States.

Simultancous revivals will also be
held, with half of the 164 Baptist
churches and chapels participating the
latrer part of Scptember and the other
half holding their mectings the middle
of November. The Forcign Mission
Board has appropriated funds to aid
in these special cfforts.

The evangelism department of the
Japan Baptist Convention hag sct a.
goal of 10 churches to be organized
during this year. “With God’s bless-
ings these 10 can be organized and
sceds can be sown for the organiza-
tion of more during the next year,”
says Mr. Nelson. '

Japanese Baptists arc also giving
special .cmphasis to persanal witness-
ing and visitation-evangelism throygh-
out this year.

To implement these special pro-
grams for church growth and expan-
sion in 1959, leadership conferences on
cvangelism, stewardship, and church
music ‘were conducted throughout
Japan in Fcbruary by special tcams
of Japancse Baptist leaders and South-
crn Baptist missionarics, Several hun-
dred laymen, pastors, and missionarics
participated in these inspirational and
study sessions. '

In scssions on stewardship and
church finance, pastors, and layvmen,
laid plans for cxtensive stewardship,

“Ef
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Registrar Mary Brooner (right) pins a badge on a delegate to the Southern Rho-
desiatn Woman’s Missionary Union convention. Many of the women brought
their children. Miss Brooner was clected secretary-treasurer of the W.M.U. ’

165 Women Meet

By Wana Ann Fort

g IVE of Your Best to the Mas-
ter” was the theme for the
sixth annual convention of the Wom-
an's Missionary Union of Southtrn
Rhodesia, held in January. This “was
the first full convention to mect at
the ncw Baptist camp grounds.ncar
the African Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, about ten miles from Gwelo,
The women were thrilled with ‘the
facilities there, and in a letter to Mis-
sionary W, David Lockard, chairman
_of the building committee, they cx-
pressed their sincere appreciation for
the camp and its buildings.
There are now three
dormitorics, a cooking-
dining shed, and threc
staff "huts on the camp
grounds, Still to be built
are a chapel; small dining
hall, other huts, and dor-
mitories, :

Thig.dclegatc, listening to  }§
a discussion, has her badge  §
pinned to her lavender
WM.U. head scarf, .

b
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Because of limited dormitory fa-
cilitics, registration for the conven-
tion had to be limited. A total of 148
African women and 17 missionary
women attended., During the three
weeks preceding the mecting it had
rained cvery day, and we knew that
if it raincd during the convention it
would be impossible to hear—sessions
were to be held in half of the dinin
shed under a tin roof! Thercfore,
cveryone prayed, and we had -won-
derful weather. The Lord blessed the
convention in many ways.

As the various groups were intro-
duced at the opening session, some of

_ (Continued on page 23)
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pital, being received by Mrs. Fort,
were. made or purchased by the women.

N

Miss Pauline Jackson. (left) and Mrs.
Marvin L. Garrett chat at a staff hut.

Several delegates presented a playlet on
tithing. The posters are on: tithing and
the banner contain$ the. theme of the
convention in both Shona and Sindebele.
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These gifts for the Sanyati Baptist hos-
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‘vention shall be suspcndcd and ‘prayer offered up to Al
" ‘mighty God for the special guidance of his Spirit.,”!

Despite the grave problems we face and our own com.
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“But by My Spirit”

Once again our thoughts. turn to another meceting of
the Southern Baptist Convention, Certainly the Conven-
tion officers, the program committce, and the many local -
arrangements committees. have made many plans for the
sessions to be held.in Lomsvxllc, Kentucky, May 19-22.
But how much prcparatxon by way of praycr, dedication,
and study havé we, the messengers, made for these ses-
sions?

The messengers this year will come face to face ‘with
many ,rcsponmblhtlcs and some grave and perplexing
pro slems. The prime reason for our going to Louisville
this year is to cclebrate on the spot the crowning of
Southern . Baptist Theological Seminary’s first century
of cxistence. And. now this dear seminary, for whose
onc hundred years of glorious life we have planned to
celebrate in joy, is the object of so much heart-rending
concern that our glee shall be tempered by heaviness of
heart. -

Surely cvery messenger would exclaim, “Who is suffi-
cient for these things?” In all probability we can learn
from our Convention forcfathers at this point.

In May, 1846, the Convention met in. Richmond, Vir-
ginia, and those messengers, too, faced problems of seri-
ous proportions. Thercfore, at the afternoon session on
the first day they adopted the following resolutions:

“Resolved, That it becomes us. as a religious body,
asscmbled to transact business' mumatcly connccted with
the welfare of Zion, the  destiny of immortal souls, and’
the glory of God, solemnly to acknowledge our utter
helplessness and the .necessity of attending to.all our
dclibérations under the influence of the divine sentiment,

‘not by mnght, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith
the Lord\

“Rcsolvcd That it becomes the duty of cvery mem-
ber of this Convcntxon, in view of the vastly important
sub)cms which claim our consideration and the momen-
tous results, cither injurious or salutary, which may be
expécted to flow from our present course of action, to
cultivate an humble, sérious, and devotional frame of
mind, to look constantly to God for the abundant and
powerful influences of his blessed Spirit, thit we may be
cnabled to prosccute, our deliberations with Christian
* courtesy, gentlencss, and love; that nothing may bic done
through strifc and vainglory; that the honor of the great -
Head of the church may lic very ncar our hearts; and

that we may be enabled to act in harmony and in accord-

ance with the divine will, .

" “Resolved, That before-the final vote upon- questions
of vital 1mport'mcc (and at such-other times as may be
decmcd qmtqb]c hv the body), thc busmcss of the Con-

Y oo T ”'
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- made by our Convention in 1846 and: following through

', with them, we can make the Convention mecting in
Louisville a' glory to our Lord and another signal stcp,
in missions advance. This shall become-a rcahty only 1f
we attempt it by God’s Spirit.

'Baptists Abroad . - |
" According to figures often released, many more Amer-
[icans are traveling abroad now than ever before., Obvi
ously, air travel that makes cxtensive trips possxblc in
regular vacation time and on budget--plans is largely
rcsponsxblc for this,

Since Baptists. are so numerous, many of them make
their ways into lands beyond the scas along with thou-
sands of other Americans. And j just as certainly as they
go they leave impressions with the residents of the_ coun-
trics through which they travel. But what kind of im-
pressions do they make? &

Surely, they should be good rcprcscntatweg of their
own country, but, what is of mﬁmtcly greater signifi-.
cance both for their homeland. and for the kingdom of
God, they should be genuine ambassadors of their Christ,
This will not be an achicvement casy to come by and
will call for much cffort on the part of Baptists visiting
other pcoples.

Traveling Baptists must be courtcous at all times. A
mcre - reflection that all men are made by our Lord
should bring any Christian up short when tempted to be
discourtcous in the least. ~

Morcover, Baptists should be understanding under all
circumstances and considerate of the customs and cul-
turcs of other pcoples at every turn of the way. One
never gains respect by deliberately violating the customs
or ridiculing the cultures of others.

Furthermore, Baptists will make friends and create
good will by cxhibiting kindness in the face of all travel
difficultics. Although traveling is often an inncrvating
ordcal, a spirit of kindness and paticnce will help one
cnjoy "his trip more and come away admiring natlonals
to whom he displays these graces.  —

- "And "y very nnportant it is that sojourncrs abroad be
humble in spite of all the convenicnces and progress of .
their own countries. Especially does this apply to Baptists
from Amecrica,

The nced for these attitudes and conduct should be
all the more significant to Baptists now as by the thou-
sands they prepare to cross lands and scas on their way
to Rio de Jancxro, Brazil, for the mecting of the Baptist
World Alliance in 1960.

‘ [

1 I’rocccdm[n of thc First Tricunial Meccting of the Southern Raplist
Convention, Held in Richmond, Virginia, June 10, 11, 12, 13 xmd 15

1846 (Richmond: H. K. -Ellyson, 1846), p. 4.
THE COMMISSION
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By Baker J. Cnuther:

NOUTHERN BAPTISTS arc
S gathering this month in Louis-
~" ville, Kentucky, for the annual
~amecting of the Southern Baptist Con-
Vention.” Our purpose is to lift our
‘cyes and look upon the ficld white
unto harvest. Our vision must include
the whole world, for Jesus said, “The
ficld is the world.”

"We ‘look with joy and gratitude
upon cvery step that strengthens -the
work at the home base, An ascending
spiral of growth in the Southern Bap-
st Convention gives hope for'a vastly
expanded. world mission enterprise,

When we lift our cyes to the re-
mainder of the world beyond the bor-
ders of our own land we recognize
the staggering proportions of the task
before us. The world’s population is

expected to total six billion people

within the next forty ycars. The prob-
lems of human -existence daily become
morc complicated, and threats to
world peace intensify. We are called
more cYcarly to the world task in this
gencration than cver before.
Alrcady approximately thirteen hun-
dred missionaries in thirty-cight coun-
tries serve under appointment of the
Forcign Mission Board of the South-
crn Baptist Convention. These men
“and women have gone to their minis-
trics with the best preparation that
can be obtained in Baptist life. The
service to which they lay hand is of
vital importance,
+ - First, there is the task of winning
people to Christ and -developing New
Testament, churches. The basic rea-
son why we have a ‘world mission

can know him only through Jesus
Christ in whom God has revealed
himself,

The primary aim of the missionary
enrerprise, therefore, is ‘to make dis-
ciples of every nation. :
It is. an. ‘chcauragement to the mis-
stonary to know that people of cvery
nation can be led to accept Christ. as

Saviour, There are many difficult

for May 1959
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ficlds. Work among Moslem pcople
is particularly hard. God’s scrvants go ,
among -these people, however, know-
ing that the Word of God will not
return void, but that our sovercign
Lord can win these people unto him-,
self. - .

Alrcady there have been brought
into life 3,229 organized churches, two
thirds of which arc sclf-supporting. -
In addition there are 6,116 cEapcls or
mission points, many of which will
shortly become organized churches.
In these churches 29,990 people’ were
baptized last year, and many others -
made professions of faith and are in
process of being instructed for church
membership.

As onc thinks of these churches

- and chapels totaling 9,345,. he is im-
pressed by the opportunity of a min-
ister of the gospel or a worker in onc
of the specialized fields of church de-
velopment in helping these churches
to grow to their maximum,

A few days ago I was in the city of
Rio de Janciro, Brazil, which has a
population in excess of 2,500,000. In
that city there are now 130 Baptist
churches: and in the adjoining sub-
urban arca there are 70 more, giving
a total of 200 Baptist churches.in the
‘metropolis. _

This large number of Baptist
churches in onc city where only gight{
years ago not a single Baptist church
cexisted gives evidence of what God
can do as the gospel is made known

across the world.

THE challenge of .the great citics
captures the imagination. The time
should come when there will be hun-
dreds of churches in Tokyo, Osaka,
Hong Kong, Djakarta, Buenos Aires,
. and other major cities throughout the
world. Thousands of smaller cities
and villages have not even one church.
The development of these churches.
through. preaching and, growing Sun-
day schools, Training * Unions, mis-
sionary socictics, Brotherhoods, and
Vacation Bible schools is a task of
+major proportions.

LA
Baker J. Cauthen

We are grateful to God the time
has come’ ‘when we can send to, the
mission ficld- not only ordained min-
isters but well-trained men and women
in the ficlds of religious cducation,
music, student work, and other spe-
cialized aspects of church develop-
ment.

As churches come into life, no work
is more important than that of leader-
ship training, In the 28 thcological
seminarics on our mission ficlds there
arc 1,152 students, with an additional
256 in the four women’s training
schools. These institutions have the
responsibility of equipping servants of
God for ministrics among their own
people. Other theological seminaries
are in process of emerging. The work
in these seminarics must be of excel-
lent quality and must be.directed bK
missionarics who are cquipped wit
the same high abilitics and training
required for teaching in seminaries at
the home base. Critical needs exist for
many missionaries in this work.

Closcly allied with the task of lead-
crship -training is the entire function

Y

= - * . .
of Christian education. A much more

extensive work is conducted on mis-
sion fields in Christian education than
is generally recognized. A total of 13
colleges, 68 :sccondary .schools, 666
elementary schools, and 108 kinder-
gartens cnroll a total of 127,802 stu-
dents. The potential of these institu-
tions for leading people to Christ and
developing Christian character can
hardly be overstated, y Mg
A vital part of our task is that] ofy,
(Continued on page 23) |
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Foreign Mission News
(Continued from page 16)

promotion in churches and missions.
Included in their study were transla-
tions of materials on Southcrn Bap-
tists’ Forward Program of Church
Finance, adapted for usc in Japan.

Initial plans for advance in steward-
ship and “church finance were begun
last year, in conferences on steward-
ship conducted in Japan by three
Southern Baptist lcaders from the
Statcs. ' be )

3 o
Lebanon;

X

Eternal Revenue

The Baptist church in Tripoli, Leb-
anon, had never“before pledged more
than a tenth of its budget;. but the
pledges for this ycar amounted to al-
most half of the budget, and offer-
ings so far are surpassing the pledges.

What caused the change?

Soon after Rev. and Mrs. John W.
Turnerymoved to Tripoli late in 1958
to open Southern Baptists’ seccond mis-
sion station in Lebanon, Mr. Turner
conducted a week of stewardship
studies in the church. He had the
congregation turn with him to- the
Bible—from Genesis to Revelation—
to trace the stewardship teachings
found there. And he explained that
gifts of money, even the tithe, are not
rlcasing to God without surrender of
1cart and. life. )

Along with the biblical -studics the
people considered some practical. mat-
ters, such as how to handle God’s
mon?', why a_church should have
a budget, and What should make up
a good church budget. To help, the
Lebanese Baptists fecl a responsibility

for the way they use the money given

them by Southern ‘Baptists -and to

know the love that prompts the send- #

ing of that money, Mr. Turner told
them how often 'a church will do
without nceded items in order to give
,Jmpre to missions.

‘é""*éi‘i?l prayed that my language dif-

YN ?i\g\)!ty' would be a negligible problem
“during

the weck,” Mr. Turner says.
"\‘God\bl'csscd_ me with a freeness and
flucncy that I do not ordinarily have.
I am not capable of spcaking Arabic
like I spoke it that week..,
The stewardship studics had an-
other result besides the increased giv-
ing. Transportation was provided for

people in ncar-by villages, and the
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meeting place was filled every night.

Among those who came night after

night. were unbelicvers. At the close

of the last service the pastor gave a

brief message on the plan of salvation,

and 10 people responded to his invi-#
tation to come to the front of thé

church and indicate a desire for the

Saviour. '

On‘“the way home immediatcly af-
ter the sérvice™(the car had to be used
to take people back to the villages),
Mr. Turner was rejoicing over the
number who responded.”“Only 102"
asked his wife. “I was pmyinf;,fg,r 12"’
But the next day the pastor told the
Turners that before he could leave the
church the night before four more
persons had come to”him to rejoice
over their salvation. .

“Fourteen ‘souls in a week of stew-
ardship studies!” exclaims Mr. Turner.
“Surely God’s promises arc true!”

P
~w

Mexico X
Year of Revivals

First Baptist Church of Mexico
City has planned four: revivals for
thi$ year in celcbration of its 75th

"anniversary. One of the revivals will

be held in July in connection with the
simultancous cvangelistic campaign
being planned for the Federal District
of Mexico.

There were 102 professions of faith
in the church’s first revival of ‘the
year, held for a week in January. Five
other pcople made decisions at a serv-
ice held in onc of the missions. Mis-
sionary Ervin E. Hastey was revival .
preacher.

Also during January the. church
baptized 23 persons.

Near East

Progress. iiv Arab World

Dr. H. Cornell Goerner, the For-
cign Mission Board’s secretary for
Africa, Europey-and the Near East,
visited mission “work in Arab arcas .
while touring Europe and the Near
East in March. In Lebanon, he in-
spected the site of the proposed.Bap-
tst theological scminary . for the
Arabic-speaking world.

“This lovely plot, set amid olive
groves on a hill overlooking the city
of Beirut, is all that has been claimed
for it by the theological committee
of the Arab Baptist Mission,” he says.
“It would be hard to find a more idcal

.spot. . . . The view from the semi-

nary grounds is inspiring; and the
buildings, as scen from the highway,
should prove to be a worthy witmess
of our Baptist cause.” Plans now call
for the opening of the seminary in
September, 1960.

L
" L

AR

Three students (seated) were graduated from the Malaya Baptist Theological
Semiriary, Penang,.in January. With them

are the faculty members of the school:

(left to right) Pastor Lenn, Mr, Lau, Mrs.' Minor Davidson, Mr. Davidson, act-
ing president, Rev. Glen R. Martin, Mrs. Martin, and Mr. Wu, dean of studies.
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These are charter members of Truth Baptist Church, Kapala Baﬁs, Malaya. The

organization of this church brought the total number of* Baptist churches in
the country to 19. A professor in the Baptist theological seminary is pastor.

Dr. Gocerner also reports an urgent
appecal to the Foreign Mission Board
on the part of missionarics in Arab
areas for more assistance in providing
chapels for Egyptian Baptists. This
request is made in view of serious dif-
ficulties faced by groups meeting in
rented quarters in Egypt and unusual
freedom and opportunity for evange-
lism afforded those in regular church

buildings. ,

.

In Jordan, Dr. Goerner found great

freedom for evangelism. “Due in part

to friendly relations' with the United
States, this situation could easily
changed by political events,” he says.
“Meantime, carnest prayer and firm
support arc in order, as something
approaching genuine revival moves
across Jord:gn.”

-~

.- C

Portugal
“The Time Is'Right”

“Dr. and Mrs. A. R. Crabtree, who
recently went t6 Portugal as fratéernal
representatives of the Foreign Mission
Board, have been received with joy
and ‘gratitude by the Portuguese Bap-
ust Convention,” reports Dr. H. Cor-
nell Goerner, the Board’s secretary

for May 1959

be:

for Africa, Europe, and the Near
East, who recently visited Portugal.

“Even Portugal grants more libe
than Spain for evangelical work, and
there ‘are many indications that the
time is right for Baptist advance, al-
though tﬁerc arc some restrictions
on the entrance of missionaries.

“It is not yet certain whether the
Foreign Mission Board should send
missionary personnel to Portugal, al-

. though the pastors warmly and unani-

‘mously requested that this be done.
For the present it is recommended,
that our work be: (1) moderate as-
sistance to co-operating churches in
the Portuguese Baptist Convention,
(2) assistance in church building as
capital funds can be sccured, and (3)
encouragement and financial assist-

"ance in opening new places of wit-

ness.”

» - s

~ Spain
Ambassador Grants Interview

Dr. H. Cornell Goérner, the Board’s
secretary for Africa, Europe, and the
Near East, was granted an interview
with the United States Ambassador
to Spain, the Honorable John Lodge,

®

[

while he was in Madrid in March.
Dr. Goerner reports that he was cor-
dially received by Ambassador Lodge
and that the conversation lasted for
an hour. A
“The Ambassador expressed decp
interest in the problem ‘of religious
liberty in Spain and concern over
Baptist churches which have recently
been closed, as well as over difficultics
experienced by evangelicals in sccur-
ing ‘marriage licenses,”> Dr. Goerner,
says. “Ambassador Lodge gave assur-
ance that there are reasons for-believ="
ing that the situation for Spanish
evangelicals might be improved in the:
near future and urged patience-on
the ‘part of Baptists and others in the
United States who find it hard to un-
derstand how a modern nation can

‘tolerate such abuses of basic human

rights. - -

“He spoke in warm terms of the
fricndship between thé United States
and Spain and pointed out the un-
usual importance of that friendship
during the present crisis created by
Soviet demands concerning West
Berlin,” Dr. Goerner was ‘accompa-
nicd during the interview by Charles
W. Whitten, Southern Baptist repre-
sentative in Spain.

While in Madrid Dr. Goerner also
spoke to the combined congregations
of Second Baptist Church and Third
Baptist Church. The meeting was held
in the building of First Baptist Church
because both of the other buildings
have been closed by the Spanish- po-
lice. Afterward Dr. Goerner visited
both of the sealed chapels.

At the .regular evening service ‘at
First Church a large crowd packed
the auditorium. Five persons, inchid-
ing the pastor’s daughter, responded
to the invitation at the close.

Briefly .
Philippines: Mati Baptist Church

e

closed 1958 with a midnight prayer -
service. Among the blessings of the ..

gear they counted 24 new members
by baptism, the organization of a
Baptist church in: Tarragona with 32
charter members, the dedication of a
new building for the Baptist hospital
in Mati, the coming of new mission-
aries, and new organizations for their
own church. In connection with the
week of prayer for world missions,
sponsored by the Brotherhood, the
Mati Church gave $117.12 to the Lot-
tic Moon Christmas Offering, ‘

*
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ABOVE: When the Bap-
tist churches of Bclém, Para,
Brazil, joined in :.a simul-
tancous evangelistic cam-
paign’ last fall, they tried to ¥
give the” gospcl to the entire
city. Many hundreds of peo-
ple stopped for the open-air
services held each day dur-
ing the week., The service
shown above was held at the
foot of the giant clock in
Belém’s principal square,

LEFT: A gospel mcssagc,
delivered by one of the pas-
tors or visiting. evangelists,
was broadcast over the radio
daily during the campaign.
Rcv. Alberico Alves . de
Souza, of Recife, is shown
giving onec of the messages.

+

BELOW Services were
held each evening in the
churches, and many visitors
attended. This is a view of

BELOW: These are the pas-
tors and evangelists who par-
ticipated in the revivals. At
the extreme left is Mission- part of the congregation at
ary Malcolm O. Tolbert. At a service in First Baptist
right on the back rowis Mis- Church. A total of 129 per-
sionary Paul E. Sanderson. W ’ , sons accepted” Christ.
&
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Opening Their Eyes

(Continued from page 13)

_ The following ?u(itations represent

I3
-

the testimonics of these fifteen who
made professions of faith in Christ:

“It was only this morning as we
were singing thit something shook me
1o become a Christian and a true one.”
~JouN' APPIAH '

is laying the burden of a lost Ghana
upon the young  hecarts of our stu-
dents. Boys holding first positions in
Latin, gcometry, and scicnce—hold-
ing the academic respect of the en-
tirc school—were among those who
stood before the staff, student body;
and missionatics to dedicate their lives
as pastors-and tcachers.

_ “One day in 1954 | bad a lorry acci--. '”4-7 ‘_QA' 'Grga-t aTasl'{

dent, and-of “the wholé people in the
lorry, 1 was the only one found saved.
From that day 1 found God was rul-
ing.pty soul. And throtigh that 1 find

" (Continued from page. 19) ,r'

ministering to human suffering. In the
17 Baptist hospitals and 58 clinics on

that there is some guiding and moving— mission ficlds a total of 231,121 pa-

in my soul.”—EmMmaNUEL K. BINEY:

“The reason that I want to be a

" Christian is that 1 have beard the name

of Jesus Christ, but 1 never bothered
to ‘repént from my sinful way. But 1
beard the wvoice saying to-me: ‘This
is the opportunity for you to become
a Christian. If the preacher asks you
to become a Christian, be bold and
go straight to bim.) But when the time
came 1 could not go, but fortunately
I found wmyself in fromt of the
preacher.”—JouN OGUNJUMO

“I bave beard a lot this week. Some-
thing came to my heart and moved
me forward; so 1 now promise to be-
come a true Christian. 1 shall trust
Him from today and let Him lead
me.”—SAMUEL ALEX OsEl

In ‘Ghana there are only two or-
dained men among the Yoruba Bap-
tist constituency and nonc amopg the
indigenous Baptist people. Always the
great need is for strong national work-
ers. During this school revival we re-
joiced as fifteen young people dedi-
cated themselves to Christian service
as pastors and teachers. These quota-
tions are typical of that group:.

“l awant to give my life to Christ
as a Christian teacher.”—]JoserPH
NKRUMAH

“l want to be a pastor and preach
the gospel to others who don’t know
Christ.”—WinFrieb T. ANNANG

The burden of mucb_rbf our pray-
ing—bothprivite and public—for this
student body has.. been that God
wauld call from its ranks some of the
fincst and ‘most capable young men
to be pastors in Ghana. 'god has be-
gun to answer these prayers and he

for May 1959

tients reccived treatment last ycar.
Some of the most splendid examples
of Christian dedication ar¢ sct by
highly trained doctors and nurses who
go to arcas of nced to make Christ
known through their ministrics.

Fourtcen publishing houses send out
thousands of Bibles, books, periodi-
cals, and tracts. Fourtcen orphanages
provide homes for 764 children. Ten
good will. centers extend loving min-
istrics to hundredss who otherwise
would have little opportunity to know
of Christ. '

While these figures are impressive,
it is obvious that they arc only a token
of what is nccessary and what our

Lord expects of us. We will do well.

to consider that the potential he is
entrusting to Southern Baptists is de-
signed for a greater ministry through-
out the entire world.

May God grant that the mecting of,

be a time of fresh .dedication to this
task our Lord has given to us. *-

Dlissiénary Quotes

How often we are impressed with
the need for your constant prayers on
our behalf. By the time you receive

notice from us of some crisis, it is-

»often past.—ELizaBetH Wicks '(MRs.
LeLann: J.) HARPER, miissionary to
Paraguay

If you pray for us and co-opcra-
tively support us we shall prosper in
the work of the Lord. If i'ou fail we
shall still carry on—but like a soldier
without his weapons. Difficulties will
be multiplied and the task greatly
hindered.—Jou~n R. CHEYNE, mission-
ary to Southern Rhodesia

AT

TSI

'y

the Southern Baptist Convention will ™

165 Women Meet
. (Continued from page 17)

us recalled the first W.M.U, conven-
tion, which was held in i9§4. At that
meeting yere about seventy-five Afri-
can women and scven ‘missionarics,
and most of the program was given
by missionarics in English and inter-
preted into the two dialcets, used by
the Africans. .

This ycar the "Afridan-women pre-
sided at all the sessions and gave most
of the program. The final address was
made by one of the scminary gradu-
ates, Pastor A. Nziramasanga. The
missionaries who had parts on the pro-
gram presented them, in cither Shona
or Sindcbele, . .

In Southern Rhodesia there are now
40 local missionary socictics with a
membership of 719. The young peo-
ple’s organizations have also shown a
rapid growth. There are 18 Sunbecam
Bands with 728 members and 23 Girl's
Auxiliarics with 431 members. The
Royal Ambassadors, dirccted by the
men, report 13 groups with 396 mem-
bers.

Our statistical growth is impressive,
but we are even more gratified with
the growth in the abilities of the
women and the quality of the work.
One factor that has helped in this has
been the development of a literature
program. In Rhodesia there is no mis-
sionary specifically’ designated for this
sort of work, and it is onc of our
greatest nceds. However,, because of
the nced for unified program ma-

crials, carly in the beginning of the
work here various missionaries wrote.
-lessons, which were mimcographed
and distributed.
We continue to write the programs,
but because of the growth of the or-
ganizations these are now printed 'in

the two most commonly used dialects™

and distributed in booklet form each
quarter. We also mimeograph weckly
programs for G.A.s and R.A.'s and
one program cach montli for Sun-
beams. This takes a tremendous
amourit-of work on the part of many,
but it contributes much to the effec-
tiveness' of the W.M.U. work:
There is a definite need for a
W.M.U. worker it the Central Afri-
can Mission, and we pray that one
might be-called to join us here, As'the
reoplc are’ responsive and eager to
earn, ‘'we see many possibilitics for
further expansion of the work"How
we thank God for his many blessings.
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Missionary Made Joyful When
Housekeeper Calls Her “Sister"

Martlm (Mrs. E. Harvey) Wnlworlh
Hermosillo, Sonora, Mexico™

YESTERDAY our housckeeper called mc" “Hermmm
Marta” (“sttcr Martha”) It filled me with joy. .-

"Oftentimes it is difficult for us who come from a
forcign land to-identify oursclves with the-people of our
adopted country. Although the nationals knowthat we

come as Christians for the purpose of helping them know-

Christ better, there scems to be a great gulf fixed be-
tween us. They cannot help but note that we have more
material thmgs and that our cultural background is dif-

fcrent. And they, without meaning to, hesitate to accept

us as onc of them, _

Here in Mexico it is common for those within a
church fcllowship to call onc another “Sister” or
“Brother.” When we came to Mexico we liked this cus-
tom and immediately began to use it, too.

Our housckeeper, Hermana Petra, came to work with
us almost two ycars ago. From the first she called me
“Sciiora,” the more formal manner of addressing women.
Last summer Hermana Petra and her twenty-four-year-
old son, Armando, were baptized by our pastor. And

vesterday she called me “Sister.” It does takes time to,

show the Mexicans that we love thiem.

After work onc day Hermana Petra fell and broke her
ankle. An ambulance took her to the general hospital
where her leg was put in a cast. She can walk only a little
with the aid of crutches. But on the Sunday after the

accident she walked to the front.of the church to give

this simple testimony, “I am thankful for my sickness,
because my Lord is teaching me through it.”
Pray for Hermana Petra that she will be firm in her

conviction “that all things work together for good to .

them that lave God.” o

Earthquake Tremor Reminds That
God's Power Can Shake the World

L. Laverne Gregory =~ . . ° RIS
San José, Costa Rica’ e

“HAVING a God thit can shake the world fills my
heart with joy and gladness,” replied the little old lady.

Little did I realize that this statement from an illustration
in one of my language school classes would turn into 2’

-stirring cxperiencei life.
soul-stirring experience in my lif

[
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during an carthquake tremor, a lady was scen to be ve

- roadside was a dead chicken mounted on a five-foot pole.—

ing . pcoplc of our province for six months, Some of

i

In the class we had studied an xllustratum in wluch,

joyous and happy. “Lady,” exclaimed the people, “why
-arc you so happy?” Thus it was that-the lady responded
with her statement of complete confidence in her all-
powerful God,

+ Then, at 3:00 a.n. the next day, I was awakened by
the first large carthquake tremor since my arrival in San
José, Costa Rica, for Spanish language study. The ground
literally shook for what scemed to be a very long time,
If the tremor had been a little more intense, we could
have had major damage.

Immediately after 1 cxperienced those carth-shaking
scconds—they were my first—I thought of the illustra-
tion of the previous day. My all-powerful God “was
again shaking his world.

This is the God who is giving us strength and guid-
ancc to study the language of another people. He em-
powers us as we witness for him in overscas lands or in
the homicland. He lcads Southern Baptists in our total
missionary cnterprise. This God can dircct us to a suc-
~ cessful conclusion of the Baptlst Jubllcc Advance. He'can
" lead us to an overwhelming victory in the movement for
~ thirty thousand additional*churches and missions.

This power is available to pastor, lay person, and mis-
sionary—available to shake us from our indifference and
lcthargy and instill in us the compassion and spmtual
enthusiasm that is necessary for courageous witnessing.

Having-a God- who"éih shake the world fills my heart
with joy and ghdncss, also, :

# Hausa Villages in Nigeria Eager -
| For Baptists to Preach the Gospel

! Elizabeth (Mrs. Dewey E.) Merritt
Minna, Nigeria, West Africa

L]

WE SAW a most unusual sight as we drove from
Minna to'Keffi to visit fcllow missionaries. Right by the

In the chicken’s body and on the ground around it were-
dozens of arrows,

We later learned that the people-belicved the chicken -
embodicd the cvil spirits of huntmg The hunters in the
arca had driven arrows into it to chasc away the cvil
spirits and thds ensure good hunting. This sight was a
fresh reminder to us of the spiritual fear dommatmg the
hearts of many Africans.

Ten student pastors from the Hausa Baptist pastors’
school in Kaduna are workmg among the Hausa-speak-

-
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these men are leading alrcady established congregations;
others have gone to villages where there has been no
previous Christian witness, :

In onc -of these villages, with more than ‘a thousand
residents, the pagan chief welcomed the pastor and pro-
vided a place for him to live. On the first Sunday nearly
forty people congregated under a tree to. hear the gospel.
Twenty-scven of these indicated their desire to leave
their pagan customs and follow Christ. Of course, they
must be -nurtured and taughe until they come to a real
undcrst.mdmg of what it means to believe; but we re-
joice in their willingness to follow after hearing' for the
first time about Christ.

When we visited another of these villages it took us
four hours to drive the twenty-one miles through the
bush. We' dodged rocks and stumps, bumpcd over dry
river beds, and got stuck for two hours in one place. But
Qucen Elizabeth hersclf could hardly have stirfed a big-
ger commotion than we did as we drove down the broad
main P'\th of this huge village of more than two thousand
people.

The villagers came running from everywhete, shout- .

ing a welcome to us. The pastor reported that three
people had chosen to follow Christ. That makes five be-
licvers, countmg the pastor and his wife. Pray with us
that, as a grain ‘of -mustard sced, thcy may grow and
muleiply until all of the village is Chnstmm

We would. like to multiply oursclves, there are so
many nceds and so few workers! Last week we talked
with a Moslem. chicf of another large village. He begged
us to send a teacher and start a school, He promlscd that
we would be free to hold worshlp services in the village,
as well as to teach Christianity in the school. Yesterday
we received a letter from another village stating that
about fifty Christians there had banded together for wor-

ship and had built a little church. Now they ‘want the .

b
fu

missionary to come and help them affiliate themsclves,

with the. Nigerian Baptist Convention,

Please continue to pray for us. Pray, too, for these
pastors who are laboring in loncly places because they
want to sharc the good news of salvation. Pray for; these
new believers that they may grow in the knowledge of
God's love. When you pray you witness with' us. and our
fellow African Christians,

w

There Is a Chain of Wltnessing
-+ Among Nationals of Phllippines
‘l

‘Marjorie (Mrs. Howard D.) Olive
Baguio, Philippi’nes ‘

PABLO, whao is attending classcs at the Philippine Bap-
tist Thcologlcal Scminary as an auditor, wag brought to
us by a youngiman who had helped with-the construc-
tion of new buildings. on the seminary « campus. Now

Pablo has been won to the Lord, and last; night in prayer

service we witnessed a phenomenal thmg ‘

In his joy of salvation Pablo has not ceased to talk and
.tell of Christ and his experience. Now, six months later,
he has led .the young laborer to a salvation experience,
Last night he stood as interpreter when the young man
. gave his testimony to the church. We are repeatedly ex-
periencing such a chain of witnessing among the na-
tionals here in Baguio.

There is a sight on our campus cach day at noon that
never ceases to send a thrill to our very souls as we ob-
serve it. Rev. W, Bryant Hicks gathers the campus
workers together during those few frec moments for a
period of Bible study. Often we sce as many as cight or
ten or twelve, as others drift in, listening qagcrly to the

1

_+-——— Transformed -

)

AI.ONG with its Eevival services, the Baptist
church in Progreso, Yucatén, Mexico, held an

revival and teacher of fhree of the institute,
classes.

One day as the pastor and | were return-
‘ing to his home from the [Institute to prepare
for the evening service, a cm stopped us in
the straet. He told the pastér that he had been
waiting for ‘an hour to talk to him.

The man was a dope addict dnd a drunkard
of the worst type, and his wife'had left him:
He was contemplating suicide, The pastor. told
him to attend the revival service that night,

- .
e A

institute in the daytime. | was preacher for the—
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Soon after the service began, the man came
in. He listened. attentively, but when | gave the
invitation to accBpt Christ he did not raise his
hand (the custom here). Others did, But when
l.asked all who had raised their hands to come
to. the front, he was the first to leave his place
and say out loud that he was accepﬂng Jesus
as Saviour,

This man was transformed by the power of -
God. Having left off his vices, he is now an ac-
tive soul-winner, The gospel is still the power
of God unto salvation for all who believe and
put their, trust in him.—Ervin E..Hastey, mission-
ary to Mexlco
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OUR URGENT request for prayer now

. and for some time 16 come concerns the
Baptist church in Miyazaki, Japan, and a
pioneer evangelistic work.'in Mle Prefec-

Lord leading him to do pioneer work, has
resigned as.pastor of the Miyazaki church.
The Japan Baptist Convention accepted his
.offer of himself and asked that he go to
Mie Prefecture. You will*want to pray for
him as he searches for a home and the
best pldce to establish a witness for Christ
in Yokkaichi, a manufacturing city of
more than 170,000 people. There are
four small churches in this city, but none
of them is Baptist. There are some 1,500,-
000 people in the prefecture, and this is
our first Baptist witness to them. Pastor
Hotai’s background and spirit fit him for
this kind of work. He has done a good:
work in Miyazaki-and we will miss him
very much —Leslie Waison, missionary to
Japan ' C .

& EE——

revelation of the Bible, We are watching them come one
by one and make their confession of salvation and be-
come faithful attendants at worship sctvices.

During a recent revival at our church the seminary
carctaker and his. wife, many carpenters who have
worked with us, several of the girls who work with mis-
sionarics, and many of our. new friends and acquaintances
madc’ profcssions of faith. On the last night Missionary
Billy B. Tisdale preached in English, a seminary student
interpreted into Ilokano, while on the front scat another
voung mari interpreted the message into Tagalog for an
old, white-haired national. Others in the audience speak
only Pangasinan and possibly understood very little that
night, Anather seminary'.stydent ministers to this group
during the weck, d “’5

We greceted a friend at the pmt office and invited her™
,and her family to our church, She was interested, but
“she hesitantly asked, “How much do you charge to let
my children come to. your Sunday school?” Bewilder-
ment, then joy rcglstcrcd upon her face in rapid succes-
sion as. Wé told her’it was free. As we parted she said,
with a lilt in her voice, “I'll be there next Sunday, thh
my children.” '

We arc burdenced for a lovely young couple who have ’

heen very close to us for two years—our architcct and
his wife. The man used to tell Howard that he could
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fure. Pastor’ Zenkichi Hotal, feeling the |
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never. be anything but a Catholic because of his wife, who

is a staunch Catholic, and because Catholics will employ
no onc of anothér faith to build for them. But he ar-
tended our revival onc night and indicated by a raised
hand that he was under conviction of sin and concerned
about his soul.

We have been studying, the national language with

- the wife (we worked for a while before we began study-

ing the language). We continue to ask her to help us

.read the Scriptures; and just this weck as we read a sal-

vation tract, o compnlntnbn of Scripture verscs, she asked
this question, “Arc all these really found in the Bible:”

We' tharik God for this wnusual opportumty..oto share

with her the plan of salvation, But this husband and,wife

have many hurdles to make before they become wxllmg

to let go and.let God have his way. Won't you pray

with us for. them, for we can casily sce a potcntnl cn-

trance for the gospel into the. profcssx'zéml class through
s (X

even thise two. —_
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Use of Seuplane Makes Possible
More Frequent Visits to Islands -

"

[

[T,
.

| Emit O. Ray .
Nassay, Bahamas

MANY TIMES we have wished that instead of send-
ing you a letter we could send you a moying picturc.and
a sound recording of a scenc “captured” on onc of the
outislands of the Bahamas.

We wish you could have heard the fricndly strains

.of “God be with you till we meet again™ as they came

floating to us across the calim water in' the c'u'lv sunrisc.
The islanders of the little Baptist church were “singing”
us off as we were being sculled to our seaplanc.

If you back home could sce and hear this, you would
know the hcart appeal in missions. You are never far
from. our thoughts; for we realize, as do the people of
these islands, that. ;you make our work possible.

There arc hundreds of scttlements scateered through-
out the Bahamas. Mariy-of them arc isolated and have
been neglected for years; but things have taken a real

“upward” trend since we were given the use of the sca-
planc by a fricnd of the Mission. Now we can make
more frequent trips ‘and still keep up with the Bahamas
Baptist Bible Institute, radio: program, church work, and
other. cngagements.

How we wish we could show you the beautiful Insti-
tute building! ‘We arc so proud of it. This building
houses the thcological division and the night school,
whxch. in its sixth year, has. more than fifty cnrollcd It
is also a mecting place for the Central Baptxst Church,
organized about two yecars ago with thirtcen people
present, We now have a membership of more than fifty,
and twice that many attend worship scfvices rcgulnrlv
We feel wondcrfullv blessed of God.

- B THE COMMISSION




Missionary Stood on Her Fleld of
Service One Year after God Culled

7

p Maxine (Mrs. Robert R.) Stewart .
" Bangkok, Thailand

' o :

SOON= AFTER we arrived in Thailand ‘as. xﬁt\i'wé;iilis‘
sionaries we were given the opportunity, as part of our
oricntation, to visit the different churches, chapcls, and
prcm.hmg points where Southcm Baptist uussnonarxcs

¢ _SCrVC.,

%ﬂ;

()nc Sunday ‘we were toq\nsxt thc work in Chon Burij, .

] ke \whcrc the Ronald C. Hills serve.- This trip would also
“Fillow us to Visit the ncxghbormg town of ‘Chachcrngsao,
where Ronald Hill preaches in Thai once a month, Since
my husband and 1 had been asked:to consider serving in
this town after language study, we were anxious to go.

a(:.;
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+—- Only One Step
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At the invitation of the Hills we went to Chon Buti two
days carly so, that we might have plenty of time, for ob- \

servation and fellowship. )

On Saturday we visited Chacherngsao. Thcrc we met
tlic pastor of the Chincse Baptist church, who also speaks
, Thai and English. We were graciously welcomed by
im, several other members of the Chinese church, and
‘the Thai Christians who had gathercd.

Our hearts overflowed as the Thai, people told-us-how
long they had prayed for someone to come and hclp
them. They do not have a church because they have no
onc to lead them. There we were—the ‘answer to prayer,

Atthe-cnd of the wonderful day I remembered that
it wasﬁ:\actly on¢, year ago to the day that God had",
called me to the forcign mission field. I rcjoiced that only
one year had passéd between the time I learned God's °
will for my lifc arid the time I'stood. i in the towi whcrc

1 w:ll possibly spend the rest of my Lifé. «-
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IN THE SUNDAY motning worship service ‘at him to take, for he had been a Christian for a '
Semampir Baptist Church, Kediri, Indonesia, | long time—a member of another. evangelical
was singing with the choir a special number, group. When he fi nully stepped out, we could
"Hanja Selangkah Sadja” (“Only a Step”), see his joy in victory. *© *
when | saw a Moslem funeral procession going Another who came is the husband of another
by outside the church, The body, wrapped in choir member. He had been attending church
batik cloth and carried on a bier, was preceded quite regularly since their marriage about six.
by the priest and followed by a large group of months before. It was a happy time for both of
men. (Women do not usually follow in a fu- them when he made his way to the front,
neral procession.) Two girls who were attending Sunday school
Through my mind flashed the thought, Yes, and church for the first time made their deci-
only one step to the Saviour of mankind, but sions. They had come about ten miles by bus
the dead person is-no longer capable of taking with a friend who had made a profession sev:
that step. | thought of the group with him—un- eral months.before. They attended Mrs. C. Win-
able to take that step .becdusé they are lost field Applewhite’s Sunday school class that
in the darkness of a false religion. Such morning. When Mrs. Applewhite learned that
thoughts kept going through my mind as our this was their first Sunday in church, she
pastor, Peter Tjio, preached on the parable of changed the lesson to tell the story of Jesus
the unfruitful fig tree which the owner wanted and his purpose in coming to earth just as
to dig out because it had not responded to the simply as she could.
care of the  keeper. The pastor applied tho "Only a step’—yes, ‘only one step to the
parable to those who do not respond to the Saviour. Many are coming and taking that one
teaching and preaching ‘of the message of sal- step, and our hearts are made glad as they
~ vation and the working of the Holy Spirit. come. But I think again of that group follow-
. As we sang the hymn of Invitation' | ‘prayed ing the body to the grave and | realize again
- that there would be some who would fake the that there are many, many more who have ° "R
step forward, accepting Christ as-Saviour, Cer- not come, who have not yet heard. Surely the |
tainly the Holy Spirit worked, for twelve came fields are white to harvest but the workers are |
that morning. Among them was the father of: still too few to make known to the people of the | |
one of the girls in the choir, He had been inter- ‘world the one step to Jesus who is “the way, |
ested for some time. | watched him as he strug- ., the truth, and the life."—Everley Hayes, ‘mis- , ]
gled with indecision. It was a difficult step for sionary to Indonesia -~ . ]
o " " U i
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Missionary Bamily Al lbum

Appointees (March) ' .

Bavan, J. Franklin, Jr., and Jecan Amis
Baugh, Ky,, East Pakistan.

Box, Paul, and Pattye Norwood Box,
Okla., Indonesia.

Crark, Eric H., and Phyllis Hope Clirk,

England, East Africa,
Fenner, Charlic W, Tex., Japan,
Montey, Harris W., and Vivian Ander-

son Mobley, Ga,, Ghana, |
PAv~E, James B, Va,, Nigeria.! .

_ Sanpers,"\Edward,.O;, and lJal;c’tta Davis

Sanders, Okla., Indonesia, ™

Saurh, Lewis R,, Ga,, and Shirlcy Gibbs

Smith, Fla,, Hong Kong. -
TurMmAN, Clarence, Jr., and Eddic Til-
den Thurman, Ky, Mqlaya.
TirroN, S, Thomas, and Virginia Dixon
" Tipton, Ky., East Africa,

Vierter; Weldon E., and Joyce: Garrett &

Viertel! Tex., Bahama Islands.

" Arrivals from the Field:

Carrorr, Mr, and Mrs. Danicl M, Jr.,

{,Argqngina), Box 846,., Blucficld, W,
a. :

Cuing, Rev, and Mrs. P. A, Jr., (Thai-
land), Ridgecrest, N. C.

Fietner, Mr. and Mrs. L. Gerald (Japan),
c¢/o Dr. J. Wilson Ficlder, 1410 S.
roth St., Waco, Tex.

Kirkpatrick, Mary Frank (Nigeria), Box
94, ‘Noxafiater, Miss, g

O'NEar, Res szund Mrs. Boyd A. (North
Brazil), 1320 \Valmslcy, Dallas, Tex.

SteeHENs, Marjoric (Nn(ﬁria), 703 E.
Smith St,, Tucumcari, N. M.

\Wiite, Rev, and Mrs, Maxcy G., cmeri-
tus (North”Brazil), c/o Dr. John A.
White, 4202 Monogram Ave,, Lake-
wood 8, Calif. ..

Yocum, Dr. A. W., emeritu$" (Korea),
so3 E. g1st St., Baltinfore 18, ng

Births

Bery, Rev, and Mrs, Paul C,, Jr., (Guate-
mala), daughter, Terrye Ann.
Broruers, Rev, and Mrs. L. Raymon (Ni-
geria), daughter, Doris Neale.
Carcote, Rev. and Mrs. Ralph V.
(Japan), daughter, Janct Karen. ’
CarroLr, Rev., and Mrs.: G, Webster
(East Africa), son, Timothy Craig.
Craigiiean, . Rev. and  Mrs. Albert B,
(Italy), daughter, Sandra Grace.

Davis, Rev, and Mrs, Charles W, (}}cn- ‘

czucla), son, John Mark.
DvaL, Rev. and Mrs. William M., Jr,,
(Costa Rica), daughter, Dcborah Irenc.

Huest, Rev. and Mrs. Harold E. (Hon- -

duras), son, David. Leavitt.
MARLAR, Rev, and Mrs, L. Parkes (Ko-
rca), son, Thomas Edward.
Mercery, Rev. and  Mrs, Dewey E,
(Japaxls_';’:'gon,’ Rodger Dale,
1
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. Still in Hospital

~ Miss Flora Dodson, Southern
Baptist emcritus missionary who
broke her hip last August, is
still hospitalized in Rome, Italy,
where the accident occurred. At
the time, Miss Dodson yvas.pour-
ing Europe on her way {o”the
States following her retirement
from active missionary service.

A vcteran of forty-one years’
service in China and Hong
Kong, Miss Dodson has under-
gone scveral operations since
her accident. She may be ad-
dressed in carec of Dr. Roy F.
Starmer, Piazza in Lucina 33,

* Rome, Italy.

*f
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Ray, Rev. and Mrs. Danicl B.s(Korca),
daughter, Leajean.

Deaths

BranTiEY, Louisc Dorlc (Mrs. Maurice
E.), (formerly of the Nigerian staff),
Feb. 6, Tucson, Ariz.

Hamm, A, W, father of Mrs, John L,
Bice, emeritus (North Brazil), Mar..s,
Ft. Cobb, Okla,

KeLLey, Roy, father of Dr. Page H. Kel.
ley (South Brazil) and Mrs. William

"A. Poc (Ghana),*Mar, 14, \Wecbb; Ala,

Magrear, C." J., father of Monda Marlag
(Southern Rhodesia), Feb., 13, Okla.
homa»Cit?', Okla. ' \

Pog, Paul, father of*Joe T. Poc ,(iChilc),
Feb. 23, Cisca, Tex. .

Samuti, Mrs. C, F., mother of Mrs. Gray. -

¢ son C. Tennison (North Brazil), Feb,
20, Ft. Worth, Tex.- oy

-
bt «

Doparfuns to the Fi:lld

Crass, Rev, and Mrs. Stanley, Jt.#Piazzi
in Lucina 35, Rome, Italy, = = 7

EMANUEL, Rev.’ and Mrs,” Wayne
352 2-Chome, Nishi Okubo, Shinjuku.
ku, Tokyo, Japan. :

Giuianp, Rev, and Mrs. W. McKin-
ley, Baptist Hospital, Ogbomosho, Ni-
geria, West Africa,

Haroy, Rev. and Mrs. Robert D, 352
2-Chome, Nishi Okubo, Shinjuku-ky,
Tokyo, Japan. . .

GRAYSON, Aﬁla, Box 485, Kalului, Maui,

- Hawaii,

JounstoN, Rev. and Mrs. James D., Box
14, Oyo, Nigeria, West Africa.

Lipg, Dr. Francis P., P. O. Box 7, Baguio,
Philippincs, G

Pearce, Rev, and Mrs. \WV. Boyd, Baptist
Mission, . Box 20529, Dar es Salaam,
Tanganyika, East Africa.

RanpaLy, Mary Joscphine, 352 2-Chome,

’

Rev. and Mrs, Lemuel C, Quarles, emeritus missionaries to Argentina, were
married February 17 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. They will make their home

in Richmond, Virginia, Mrs. Quarles is the: former Clara Hagler Freeman.
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welcoming new missionaries,” writes Wana Ann
(Mrs. M. Giles, Jr.) Fort, Southern’ Baptist mission-
ary in Southern Rhodesia, “The missionary prays
daily that the Lord will send forth laborers into
the harvest. When that prayer is answered there is
great rejoicing.” Three new missionary couples
arrived in Southern Rhodesia late in 1958; and, in
order to acquaint them with the program and

work on the field, the personnel and language

committees of the Baptist-Mission of Central Africa
planned a brief orientation conference for them,

”O;le of the greatest joys on the mission field isy

Mission—was -held at the African Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, near Gwelo. LEFT ABOVE: New
missionaries (left to right facing camera), Rebecca
and Hugh T. McKinley, Wilma and B, Terry Thorpe,
and Jean and LeRoy Albright, learn from the ex-
periénces of older missionarles (left to ;}ght, fore-
ground), Samuel L, Jones, Mrs. "Fort, 'W. David
Lockard, and Dr. Giles Fort, Jr. RIGHT: There was
also time for relaxation and fellowship, Dr. Wana

Ann Fort serves Terry Thorpe while Dr. Giles Fort -

shares an amusing experience with Wilma Thorpe
and her daughter, Penny, The new missionaries

This conference—the first in the history of the

are now in language school in Salisbury.

<
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__Nishi Okubo, Shinjuku-ku, _Tokyo,
Japan.

Sy, Lucy, 35-1177 AYoyogi UChal‘:
y Housc), Tokyo,

Shibuya-ku (#:2
Japan. .

Wite, Kathryn, 169 Boundary St,, Kow-
loon, Hong Kong.

3.

‘Marriages

Freeman, Clara Hagler, cmeritus (Ar-
gentina), to Lemuel C. Quarles, enieri-
tus (Argentina), Feb. 17, Bucnos Aircs,
Argentina,

{ " QuarLes, William Taylor, son of Mr.

and Mrs. James C. Quarles,. emeritus

(Argentina), to Elizabeth Stevens, Dec.,

12, 1958,
New Addresses

Brarcuer, Mrs. L. M., emeritus (South
Brazil), 2711 Mountain Laurel Drive,
Austin, Tex. ' :

CuntoNn, Rev, and Mrs. William L., Rua
Desembargador  Guimaraes, 72, Sido
Paulo, Sio Paulo, Brazil. ,

Cooper, June, 6 Nishi, 2-Chome, Harima-
cho, Abeno-ku, Osaka, Japan.

Cratgean, Rev. and Mrs./ Walter E,,

for May 1959 IR P
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cmeritus. (Paraguay),. Apt. 106, 2515
Maple Avc,, Da as{, Tcx.pt‘ .

Dawes, Dr, J. V,, emeritus (China), c/o -

Mrs. S. E. Dowden, 331 S. Rampart
Blvd., Los Angecles 57, Calif,
DeMARrest, Mary, emcritus (Taiwan), 39

. Convent Rd,, Nanuct-N, Y. *

ENETE, Rev, and Mrs. W, W,, emeritus
(South Brazil), 1337 N. Jefferson S,
Springficld, Mo,

GRrAVES, Alma (Japan), Franklinton, La.

HaMLETT, Mrs, P, QN., emeritus: (China),
P.-O, Box 292, Morganton, N, C,

JacksoN, Rev. and Mrs. J. E. '(Philip—
gincc:s), 216 S. Maple St.,, Columbia,

Lamsprigur, Dr. and Mrs. Robert L,

Rumah Sakit Baptis, Kotok Pos' 6,

Kediri, Java, Indonesia,

Nicuors, Sophia (South Brazil), Box
22784, Fr. Worth' 15, Tex.

Ray, Bonnic Jean, emeritus. (Hawaii),
340 S. Ridgewood Ave, Dayrona
Beach, Fla, ‘

Ray, Rev, and Mrs, Stanley E. (Nigeria),
1817 sth Ave,, Fr. Worth, Tex,

. RoperTs, Frances, Campichuclo 147, Dpto.

D, Piso 6, Buenos Aircs, Argentina,

STEPHENS, Mrs. Peyton, emeritus (China),
1403 Windsor, Columbia, Mo, . -
SpurceoN, Rev, and Mrs, Harlan E., 88

South Hsin Sheng Road, Scction 3,
Taipech, Taiwan,
TeEL, Rév, and Mrs. -James O,, Jr., (Ec-
~ uador), 2841 S. Joncs,'Ft, Worth, Tex.

_Weeks, Wilma, Djl. Ir, Anwari 12 A,

Surabaja, Java, Indoncsia,

Worrarp, Dr. and Mrs. Rodney B,
(South Brazil), 1440 W, Gambrell, Ft.
Worth, Tex. '

Rocketry

The talk of rockets and missiles has

impressed the children of Rev. and

Mrs. Alvin E, Spencer, Jr., mission-
arics in Japan. Five-ycar-old Sharon
recently asked, “If we haven't sent a
rocket to the moon yet, then how did
the man in the moon get up there?”
And -four-year-old gtcphcn, upon
sceing & wooden cross atop a mission
in Hiroshima, said, “There’s the old
rocket cross.” .

v, 2
P10 — R R
vetty s N .

asn 929



P

L

o
prprs

-

AL e Cem
T Y

-

(Continued from page 1)

or for single women, to do religious
cducation work among the churches,

conscrving the results of “the cvange-

listic campaigns and strengthening the
churches through a- tcaching and
training ministry..

Rev, James E. Musgrave, Jr,, reports
on the work in the statc of Goiaz.
Hc is the only ficld missionary in a

~— —tremendous ‘arca, within which Brasi-

lia, the new capital city of Brazil, is
being crected. Due to go on furlough
soon, he writes: “Our biggest pre-
occupation is with reference to some
morc missionarics. I don’t think our
biggest problem is the nced for a
substitute to take over my work, Our
biggest problem is the lack of person-
nel that has been persccuting us for
some years. ’

“We neced somcone who can come
and -do the things I would be doing,
that is truc; but we also need ‘to at
lcast scrarch the surface.-ofdreas that
have never been touched by the Bap-
tist intcrpretation of God’s message,
I am thinking of the great southwest
and central regions of the state. And
then Brasilia and its surrounding area,
a bechive of activity, offers us promise
of increased nceds. Already the re-
quests come ing t o

“We beseech you, as. those who
share with us ‘the responsibility” of
Goiaz, to‘ask God to lay this state
on some hearts in order that future
vears will find us happy and sccure, |
sending out from here continuous

ay's og hope and Salvation to the far
corners of the carth.” '

From Minas Gerais comes the ap-

peal of Rev. Travis S. Befry, new |

missionary there: “The nceds are
staggering. If our mission force in
Minas could be tripled at once, we
would still have all too few to do the
task that is ours. ;

“In the south of Minas there arc
four million pcople who nced the
gospel, In the triangle there is a great
neglected arca with large citics, .and
we inust have a-strong witness there.
In the west we expéct ‘ta, sec unusual
development as a resule of the influ-
cnce of! Brasilin, In the ‘north there
are vast arcas as yet untouched by the
gospel message. In the cast, where our
strongest work is found, there is a
need for two missionary eouples righe=
now,

30 o (158) e oy i
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South Brazil’s Open Doors

“We have a great and open door,

" and many adversarics. Pray for our

work: and help us as you can.”
Appcals: for added missionary help
also come from thé Brazilian Baptists,
orally and in the form of letters. One
statc  Baptist, board rcquests fiftcen
ncw couples for a ficld which at
present has four missionary couples
and onc single woman." This letter
points out that the present population
of that state is approximately that of
all Brazil when the William B. Bagby's
first rcached these shores in 1881,

The letter™says in part: “In this,

-

statc there arc 3350 countics where the
people know nothing of the Baptist
message and very little of any other.
The ficld is immense and the mcans
at our disposal arc few. We desire
the help of ‘five couples in the city of
Sao Paulo, onc of the world'’s fastest
growing cities. We decided to choose
thé ten largest citics of the state and
to place in cach a missionary couple
to Ecgin the work. These citics arc
rich, progressive, and important in
other respects; but as to the gospel
they are paupers. We bescech you to
remember that Sio Paulo is a vast
ficld waiting for men of God to come
and cvangclize it.”

Clearly, we must have an increased
and more cfficient missiondry and na-

tional force. The Bible tells us, “Ye

- have not, because ye ask not.” And

Jesus said to his disciples, “Pray yq
therefore the Lord ol(? the harves,
that he will send forth labourers into
his harvest.”

Last ycar the members of our Alis-
sion, rccognizing this very need, cov-
cnanted together to pray for the com.
ing of ncw waorkers to our ficld, In
dircct answer to our praycrs new

workers—couples and single women -,

—were welcomed to South Brazil
during the ycar. We continuc to pray.
that during 1959 this number shall be
cven larger. ‘

C‘ he saying, “If God closcs' one

door, he opens another,” can surcl
be applicd to the situation faced by
missionarics (when they reach retire-
ment age and must give ‘up their ac-
tive' service on the foreign ficld. Now
ave have more time for intercessory

* prayer for the mission ficlds as well as

or the local Christian work -around
us. Some of my favorite Scripture
verses arc: “‘Consider the. wondrous
works of God"” (Job 37:14) and “Call
unto me, and I will answer thee, and
shew thee great and mighty things,

which thou knowest not” (Jercmiah -

33:3)—Bertua HuNt, cweritus mis-
sionary to North Brasil
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While docked' in Hong Kong, the U.S.S. “Alamo” (LSD-33) invited two South-
ern Baptist missionary families from Texas to come aboard for a day. Standing
in front of a plaque, awarded by the Daughters of the Texas Revolution to. the

‘U.S.S. “Alamo” upon its commissioning, are Mr, and Mrs. John C. Raborn (Icft)

and two of their daughters, Becky, almost nine, and Peggy, almost seven, and Mr.
and Mrs. Thomas S. Adkins and two of their sons, Jimmy, twelve, and Billy;"ten.
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Sara Sue Smith and her representatives of many-lands.

By Carol L. Hunt

OLLS, dolls, dolls surround Sara
Suc Smith, daughter of Dr.
Rogers M. Smith, administrative as-
sactate for the Forcign Mission Board,
and Mrs. Smith,

Hand-carved African figurcs, a be-
spectacled Pakistani, a German sailor
with a concertina that actually pla_\'s.
rag dolls of cvery size and description
—Sara Sue's collection includes. more
than seventy dolls representing fifty-
six countrics.

The collection was begun ten years
ago when Dr, Smith visited Europe
for the first time. He adds to it cach
time he goes abrodd; and missionarics,
student missionarics, and other fricnds
have also contributed. Sara Suc bought
a Canadian Mountic doll when she at-
tended the Baptist Youth World Con-

ress in Toronto last summer. She is
oping she'll gee to go to Rio de Ja-
neiro, Brazil, nexe year, when the Bap-
tist World Alliance meets there, and

sclect some more Latin-American S
-qolls: fgr the collection.

b

Sara Suc's favorites are a slender
Spanish sciiorita, dressed in white lace,
and two Siamese temple dancers. A

seventh-grader at Tuckahoe Junior -
High, Henrico County, Virginia, she.,

savs the dolls: have proved helpful as
she studies abope different, countrics
in school. They often add interest to

? W
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- Around the World with Dolls

Sunday school,lessons and Tmining
Union programs, and her mother an
others borrow them for mission study
groups..

Besides those from foreign countrics,
Sara Suc has many dolls representing
various parts of the United States. She
also prizes two old-fashioned dolls
with Keads of thin china, family keep-
sakes. o

collecting stamps. She- estimates she
has over two thousand. She has sev-
cral charm bracelets, with trinkets
from many of the countrics her father
has visited. ,

Her brother Rogers, ten, is proud

-of his collection of wicked-looking

knives, also souvenirs of his father’s

travels. The knives, Sara Suc says, -

make her think twice, before engaging
in any brother-sister scraps.
. Y

Gratifying Advance
(Continued from, page 13)

the frequency “of visits by Willjam
O. Hern and to move rapidly toward
the ‘sccuring of land and building of

chapels, because much’ greater free-

dom is granted to groups mecting' in
their own churches than can be se-

. ‘cured for services in rented quarters.

Although experiencing trying times,

\l . a
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Al
the pastors and people in Egypt are
maintaining their morale and the cvans,
gelistic spirit 1s admirable.

Europe: The year 1958 will prob-
ably fs;o down in history as a ycar of
significant advance for Baptists in Eu-
rope. This was.duc in part to the
cpoch-making congress of the Euro-

an Baptist Federation held in .West

crlin the latter part of July., Ap-

‘proximatcly ten thousand Baptists,
, Tepresenting twenty-two countrics of

Europe, came together for this con-

- gress. The meeting scrved to demon-

strate the growing unity of European
Baptists and revealed with inspiring
clarity a heightened sense of evange-
lism, a dccpening interest in graded
Bible study, and a renewed sense of
mission to the entire continent of Eu-
ropc on the part of Baptists. :
he tremendous contributions of
the international Baptist thcological
seminary’ at Ruschlikon-Zurich, Swit-
zerland, toward creating the Euro-
pean Baptist Federation and making
possible all of these apparent gains
was widcly recognized,
Other significant cvents in Europe

were: (!) thc nP_POintmcm: Of t\\%’“mmﬂmm«““““‘"(“’“'

new couples for projected evangelis-
tic outrcach in Italy; (2) the grant-
ing of assistance to the churches of
the Portugese Baptist Convention, in
response to an appeal from that con-
vention and from the Brazilian Bap-

. tist Forcign Mission Board; (3) con-
Another of Sara Suc’s hobbics is

tinuation and-cxpansion of a program
of chapel building and assistance of
weak coqgrcgations in several coun-
trics outsi

by Southern Baptist missionarics,
through the offices of Dr. George W.

Sadler, special representative for Eun- -

rope; (4) increased interest in Eng-
lish-speaking work nmonF Amcrican
service personncl and others in Eu-
rope; and (5) the opcning of a cam-
aign of publicity to call attention to
imitations—of rcligious freedom_suf-
fered by churches within the Spanish

Baptist Convention,
cginning the year with a total of

. 340 under appointment for the area,

Africa, Europe, and the Near East
suffered four losses through' resigna-

tions and dcath: Forty-ninc new ap«,

pointees made a net gain of 45, for a
total of 385 under appointment at the
cnd of 1958, We thank God and take
courage as we move toward the goal
of 6oo active missionarics in service in
this arca by 1964. '

- (159) « v 8L
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<|! g THE WORLD IN BOOKW
Genevieve Greer o ol A "

Any book mentioned may be had from the Baptist Book Store serving your state.

"$peaking In Tongues’

Written for young people, To All
Nations, by Dorothy Heiderstadt: (Nel:
son, $2.95), traces the devclopment of
Bible translation since the time that the
Bible began to “speak in tongues” to
cvery nation and tribe.

The account begins with the work of
three English scholars—John Wycliffe,
William Tyndale, and Miles Coverdale
—who pioncered in giving the Bible to
English-speaking pcople. Martin Luther's
work on a German translation. follows
those storics. John Eliot represents the
many translators” who have given the
Bible to Amcrican Indians. .

Then come Hans and _Paul Egede's
work with a translation for the Eskimos
of Greenland,; William Carey's Bible for
East Indians, Robert Morrison's Chinese
Bible, Adoniram Judson’s Burmcese Bible,
Jolm Williams’ Polyncsian translation,
Robert Moffat’s African translation, and
the Hawaiian translation by the two
Hiram Binghams and Asa Thurston,
"These men represent seven centurics and
five continents. '

Bricf ' mention is made of the influences
that led “to rccognition of cvery man's
right to read the Bible for himsclf.
Among these arc invention of movable
type, the Reformation, and the modern
missionary movement. Mention is also
made of the English translations made
in recent years, -

We who take our Bible reading so mat-
ter-of-factly cannotjfail to take up the
Book a bit more reverently after this re-
minder of its pioncer journcys into new
languages, including our own,

Missionary Journalist

“l am fmtcful beyond measure for the
many folks across the world who have
curiched my life,” says Alliecne S, De-
Chant, a

Teacher, missionary, newspaper reporter,
and cditor, she is also author of four
books, the latest of which is I Came
This Way (Christian Education Press,
$2.00), an autobiography. ‘

Born of home tuissionarics pioncering
in Kansas, Miss DcChant lived also in
lllinois and lowa before she reached
nine ycars of age, when her family put
down roots in f’innsylvania. In spite of
an inferiority complex and a struggle to
make cnds mcet, she managed. to com-

lete cducational work through college..

he went from college to her first news-

32 e

wristian writer whose assi -
ments have ‘taken her to far countrics.

paper job where slic sccured the train-
ing that has given a journalistic turn to
*her mission scrvice-in other-codntrics.

Going first to Japan, she has visited or
worked -also in~China, Burma, India,
Palestine, and scveral European coun-
trics. At the end of this account, she was
preparing, at the age. of Tsixty-five, to
spend at lcast six months in Japan in
public rclations work for the Bnitcd
Church of Christ, visiting mission sta-
tions and writing human interest storics
about missionarics and nationals.

When America Is “Foreign’-

Sometimes the best way to understand
what it's like to be in a foreign country
is to “fecl” what it's like to be a for-
cigner in our own land. Elizabeth B.
Whitmore gives children that feeling in
One Step to America (Broadman, $2.75)
through the experiences of a scientist’s
family who ecmigrated from Germany
to the United States.. .

It's no fun to want onc's breakfast and
not to be able to make anyonc* under-
stand, That's what happened to the
Shumakers on the train from New York
to Ohio. It's very satisfying to have as
ncighbors a friendly family such as the
Shumakers found in Ohio. It's painful,
shy Sig Shumaker found, to go to a
school where everyone speaks a strange
language and does things differently than
you've always done them, There ‘arc
new foods, new animals, new games for
the Shumakers, They find even Sunday
school different,

But Sig learned that by venturing a
step at a time he could “find America.”

Anabaptist Missions

An cnlarged cdition of T'he Anabaptist
View of the Churcl, by Franklin,JHam-
lin Littell (Starr ‘King Press, $6.00), has
new scctions on the tolerance of Philip
of Hesse toward Anabaptists, opposition
of reformers to strict obedience to
Christ's Great . Commission, and Ana-
baptist contributions to natural law,

iditor J. Leco Garrett of the Sowuth-
western Journal of Theology, Fort
Worth, Texas, writes: “Littell’s signifi-
cance lics not only in his affirmation of
the ‘true church’ as the central motif of
Anabaptism but in his stress.on the mis-
sionary teachings and practicc of Ana-
baptists, indced their recovery of the
ob,l,i atory impact of missions upon all
Christians of all the Christian centurics.

»

both the internal congregational discip-
linc and the missionary sacrifice unto
martyrdom of the Anabaptists?”
Originally a Yalc disscreation, the first
cdition of the book was published in 195,

* Sentence Reviews

Firecraker Christians, by George K,
Bowers, (Muhlenberg, $1,25), has
twenty-cight bricf, intcresting, and some.
times amusth scrmons that were de.
signed for..children but are profitable
for all ages. .

Urban Church Plafining (Muhlenberg,
Sz.fo), by Walter Kloetzli and Arthur,
Hillman, is a scrious socio)ogical study.
of the urban church in the-light of re.
cent deyclopments in city planning, ur.
ban rencwal, and the growth of com-
munity: organizations, _

Think About These Things (Muhlen.

berg, $2.50), by Robert D, Hershey, con.

tains four scrics of unusually”good ser-
mons.on things we want, things we nced,
things that stand in our way, and Jesus'
pronouncement. of his own ministry,

In The Life of Our Divine Lord
(Zondervan, $3.50), Howard F, Vos
writes against a background of the his-
torical and gcographical situation of
Christ’s time to present him in a topical
manncr from the standpoint of his na-
ture, messages, parables, and miracles.

In Here Is the Answer (Zondcrvan,
$1.75), two capable scholars of the Bible,
G. C. Robinson and S. F. Winward, give
some plain answers to questions concern.
ing God and the world, Jesus Christ, the
IB; le, Christian religion, and Christian
ife.

All the Men of the Bible, by Herbert
Lockyer (Zondervan, $3.95), notes over.
three thousand men, listing names alpha-
betically with the meaning and identifica-
tion; a healthy reminder that ‘4 name
means that a lifc has been lived,

In Young Pillars (Warner, $1.00), 2
book of cartoons, Charles M, Schulez,
crcator of the “Peanuts” comic strip,
sketches the amusing foibles of church
young people.

Tl Epistles of Paul, by W. ]. Cony-
b'cal’é‘(Bakcr, $1.50), is a translation of
fourtcen letters of Paul (including He--
brews), accomy:micd by a description of
the meaning of cach passage.

- The thirtcen chaprers of The Pastor in
Profile, by Adolph Bedsole (Baker,
$2.95), looK at the minister from many
angles, including his youth, cducation,
denomination, “ preaching, politics, per-
sonal life, prqbl%ms, and habits,

Among the many demands upon us for
our loyaltics, Donald E. Mcmaray rightly
reminds us in Loyalty to Christ (Baker,
$1.50) that our supreme loyalty is to
the Saviour, who alone offers us a-solu-

-tion to our problems, whether personal

~t

Can contemporary. Baptlsts rc(gapmrq or social, natnon:gl or international.
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ADULT—By All Means, by Baker J. Cauthen
and Others. The' exccutive secretary and five
other sccretarics of the Foreign Mission Board

discuss the mecthods used today to carry out

Chfist's commission to make disciples of all na-
tions. Release date: about August 15. Leader's
guide by Mrs; C. M. Perry.

Graves, . % — " L

12

e el

JUNIOR~—Ten Bright Eyes, by
Dorothy Weeks. Designed to help
children understand what mission-
arics do, cach of the five stories in
this book has a different mission
country and a different mission
method as background. Release
date: July B, Leader’s ‘guide by
Miss 'Weeks, = ‘

ORDER FROM YOUR BAPTIST BOOK STORE

L]

YOUNG PEOPLE—Missionary
Assignment, by Johnni Jolinson.
‘Challenging young people to com-

. [™  mitment to the mission task, the
. author, a former missionary to
Japan, tells what it mcans to an-
swer God’s call today. Release
.+ date: May_ 6. Leader’s guide by
- 4 Miss Johnson.
£ .
[3 RO
>
kK
- ,:);’ ,:f"‘ 24 '7";:.‘?"»4
N

INTERMEDIATE~Appointuient for Andy, by
lvyloy and Amelia Bishop, A story-type presenta-
tion of the different professions nceded on mission

. ficlds, this book is centered around a teen-age boy -
who learns that “it’s not where you go that makes
a missionary, but what you've got inside.” Release ..
date: Junc 8. Le

ader’s guide by Mrs, Allen W, -.¢-

[ TR

PRIMARY—Alex and the Good
| Néws, by Sue Terry Woodson,

. Two cousins, one a pastor’s son in
the States and the other a niission-
ary’s son from Hong Kong, learn
that missions at home*and abroad
.. arc more alike than different. The
 story revolves around furlough cx-
_“‘Bcricnccs of the missionary family.
*Release datc: May 15, Leader's

guide by Mrts, Woodson.,
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A HISTORY OF . HISTORY OF CARVER

SOUTHERN BAPTIST - SCHOOL OF MISSIONS

THEOLOGICAL OF PARSONS . ‘

SEMINARY ' AND SOCIAL WORK

"William A. Mueller

The complcte story of the
Seminary, its life and its work
from the beginning in 1859 in
Greenville, S. C,, to the pres-
ent time. Special attention s
given to some of its great lead-

ers—Boyce, Broadus, Manly,
Williams, ' Carver, Dobbins,
Robertson, Mullins, Sampey,

and others. This book is a
“must” for those interested in
theological education and Bap-
tist life. (26b) $4.00

ey,
’

s

AND PROFS.

“ 35
R, Inman Johnson & .

“A little biography and storics
collected herc and there” s
how the author describes this
book. In his inimitable way of
sceing the humorous in situa-
tions, Dr. Johnson here tells
of his lifc and work at South-
crn Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. (26b) $1.95

)

Carrie U. Littlejohn

This official history of Carver
School tells the story of the
school's. beginning, its struggles,
and its growth through the lives
of its students and leaders. It
is a warm, personal stpry writ-
.ten by a former presidént of the
school who served there for 30
years, (26b) $3.00

= ovder these interesting books today . . .

- fum your BAPTIST BOOK STORE
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