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By Leland Webb
Photos by Bob Harper

HEBY CAME individually and in

groups. At the door they presented
their copies of the printed circular that
sorved as admission tickets,

Each person took a pencil and a card
listing Christian decisions. By the dozens
they came until the supply of pencils ran
short, and the Korean Baptists at the door
began breaking them in half to double
the number.

By tho hundreds they came until there
was standing room only on this rainy
Sunday afternoon in Taejon, Korea. They
kept coming until some 1,200 were
gathered in the Methodist high school
auditorium that served as concert hall,

It was the opening rally for the 1970
Baptist evangelistic ‘crusades "in’ Korea,
The invitation circulars had been dlis.
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tributed selectively, 50 most of those pres.
ent were not Christians. ‘
Music had brought them together.

" They had hot cone through the rain to

hear a Christian testimony but to hear a
concert by a vislting tenor from America,

They ‘ap%l'auded “ekpectantly’ when, the’
American Was introduced. In, stocking
feét (shoes are barred because of the
floor finish) he strode on stage and began
with “How Great Thou Art." As he re.

peated the chorus, the Korean audience’

gasped when they realized he was slng- -

ing this chorus in their language.

The ‘singét’s: sincerity and wardath >
reached dcross the footlights, beyond culs

ture and language, The audience was his,
"Claude H. Rhea, Jr,, had begun an.
other Christian concert, hia first ia Kdres,
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the 41st country in which ho has per
formed sinco 1963. Ho is consultant in
church music and mass communications
for the Forcign Mission Board.

Tho concert lasted about two hours. A
Kortan soprano and Mrs. Frank L.
Baker, n missionary assoclato, also a so-
prano, sang during intormission,

But the afternoon did not ond with
Rhea's last selection. Through an inters
preter ho gave an invitation to accept
Christ as Saviour, explaining each of the
spiritual cholces listed on tho cards the
audience had received. Bach listener was
invited to check any commitment and to
leave the card at his seat,

Later the cards were collected, Out of
the 1,200 persons present, more than 500
indicated théey wduld welcome a visit
from a Baptist church to bring informa-
tion about the Christlian faith, and pro-
vided their addresses; 33 expressed in.
terest in accepting Christ as Saviour; 37
made professions of faith in Christ.

(

-

All of them had been drawn to hear
tho gospel by a concert.

Tho afternoon was not yet over. The
concert had been jointly sponsored by
Baptists and by tho local nowspapor
(which added prestige to the ovent). Im-
mediatoly aftor tho performance, a group
of reporters, university faculty membors,
and students—some 50 persons in all—
mot Rhea at a press conference.

Held over ten, tho conference started
scdately enough. Then a Frotessor asked,
“What are somoe of the different ways of
teaching singing in parta? The confer-
enco becamo a sing-in,

“One way,"” sald Rhea, “is to bogin by
singing in rounds.” He divided the gather-
ing into threo groups, one to sing “Row,
Row, Row Your Boat,” another “Three
Blind Mice,” and the third “Are You
Sleeping, Brother John?" The words were
English but everyone joined in.

That night Rhea presented a concert at
a local Baptist church, The sounds of

4

sirens were heard over the music as a
fire raged in tho city's main market,
Numboers of amall businesses wero burned
out. In a moving moment, Rhea paused
for special prayer for the fire's victims,

Tho noxt evening Rhea was in Scoul,
tho capital, for a concert to a capacity
crowd in tho National Theater, sponsored
by the Korcan Baptist Convention in
connection with the 1970 crusade.

A controvorsy over prayer delayed the
start. A rulo states that no Christian can
volco public prayer in tho National
Theater. The concert finally began, For
his closing number, Rhea sang a prayer.

Bofore leaving the country, Rhea was
soloist at the Korean Baptist Convention
meeting. During less than four days in
the country, he had directed the thinking
of many individuals toward the gospel,
made friends for the Christlan cause, and
helped arouse interest in Baptist evange-
listic plans.

Such is the force of music as evidenced
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in 1963 when a general disrupted Rhea's
performance. The general arrived late,
preceded by 12 motorcycles, sirens waile
ing, and two jeeploads of armed troops.

“What shall I say to them about this?"
Rhea asked his interpreter, Missionary R.
Keith Parks (now FMB secretary for
Southeast Asia), while walting to resume
when the commotion ended.

“Tell them any thing you want,” re-
plied Parks, “and I'll take care of it in
the translation.”

The next day the general, then military
governor of central Java, invited Rhea
and Patks to tea, From this introduction,
Baptist missionaries in Indonesia began
meeting regularly with the general for
instruction in conversational English—us-
ing the Gospel of John.

Later the general was transferred to
Djakarta, and he was one of the few gen-
‘erals who escaped assassination during
the attempted Communist coup. Now he
is in. the Indonesian cabinet, and Bap-
tists have ‘another friend -in high places.

There was. the ddy in the Philippines
when W. R.: Tolbert, vice-president of
Liberia (‘at\d a Baptist leader); was being
ceremoniously recelved in Manila on an
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official state visit. Tolbert was greeting
the assembled ambassadors, consular of-
ficials, and government leaders when he
camo to Rhea—and stopped.

“So good to sec you again,” he said,
and, on telovision, hugged the fellow Bap-
tist warmly.

Rhea has other rccollections of his
speclal role:

—Being tenor soloist for the perfor-
mance of Mendelssohn's Elijah in Recife,
Brazil, the first performance anywhere in
Portuguese, 8o far as is known;

—Hecaring the crics of “Encorel” by
an enthusiastic, whistling, foot-stomping
audicnce in Santingo, Chile.

—Facing a noisy audience of boys at
the national (Brazilian) Royal Ambassa-
dor congress-in Rio do Janeiro, Brazil, in-
quiring as to tho Portuguese word for
“quiet,” and securing a hush by singing in
a prolonged tone, “SILENCIO!”

—QGiving a benefit concert, sponsored
by Hong Kong Baptist Association, to
help send refugee children to summer
church camp, and faltering while render-
ing “Turn Your Byes upon Jesus” when
confronted by the unseeing eyes of a
group of blind refugee children. ‘

Some memorics illustrate how things
scem to work out against obstacles. For
instance, purchase of radio and telovision
time for a Christian concert in a strongly
Muslim city in Malaysia was at first de-
scribed as impossible. But then Rhea was
given permission to sing on the air, using
only classical music.

The program director asked to sce the
music Rhea was to use. Handing him the
classical numbers for examination, Rhea
kept shuffling through other music.

“Is this all you have?” asked the di-
rector, as Josecph Underwood relates it in
his book By Love Compelled.

“No,"” rcpliecd Rhea. “I have some
other music here that 1 consider to be
better and which I would rather sing, but
it is Christian music.”

Tho director looked it over and saw its
quality. “Since Sunday is Easter,” he said
finally, “wo will let you sing all sacred
music if that is what you wish to do."

“So,” concluded Underwood, “in that
city where many scoff at the idea of
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, for the
first timo in history, by television and
radio, the resurrection victory of Jesus
Christ was announced.”
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" At language stidy compeiind in ‘Seowl, Korea, children of m&monmes mand R&«.‘ e e

Rhea's life has been conducted in  Auimpromptu concertina Hong Kong night's steep, brought on by, mhud m.m‘ .
harmony With musict minister of music shop, for instarce, was an unscheduted: or Crost-country” rides, and, still my s“
in churches; 'dean -of ‘the :School of addition to Rhea's Tecent visktthere. As  has met- hk*‘appolmmﬁschad\m,\ N
Church Music and professor at New Rhea bargained for a beaded bag for:hs emingonmmm ) ‘ v
Oreans (La.) Baptist Theological Semi- daughter, another, Board staft member  His bearing almost’ apuka for “Rim: His : sf : }
nary; vice-president for administrative with him told a clerk that Rhea was a . almiost cherubic’ taca can ‘seem: angelc, og‘\: e
affairs and chairman of the Division of concert singer mischitvous at will'(and so0.can the mad ' =
Fine Arts at Houston (Tex,) Baptist Col:  "Sensing dlsbili@t Rhea'sang “Ho's Got  himeelf). His _Rormally - intence, peae-:
lege; soloist and music leader for mest  the \Vhoh World in His Hands“ for the tmlng,oyu seem to agcmally sparkh &ur-
ings of the Southern Baptist Convention, salesclorks. In appmciatloa. the manager ing aperformance; -

Woman's Missionary Union conveations, gave hir@thcbag “At< an: airpott mmum\t i
and many other gatherings. "Even Witk Rhea's apparent mwoir of Anpeles, Calif,, on the way home athr

He has recorded five record albums youthful snergy. (he'll be 42 inOctobu). a busy -trip to the Orient, Rhea turned
and an oratorio, contributed articles momucoacotttﬂpcmbegmcmu from Ms cup ofcottuto;nﬂthomn
to denomimational publications, - collabo- —a . striig' «of*:concerts 'wound _tightly -sitting mt&ohlm. ..
rated with Mrs, Rhea (Carolyn) ‘on‘a around recorcing sessions Tor lated broadsr - “It's ‘a beautifl” ornig,” semtled .
children’s song book “(she ‘is author' ot 'cm.,inhwkwa on national Tadio ot'teles Rhee&mnm‘snply Was brueque..
several ‘devotional books), and edited’a ‘visiom, ‘programs; press. coa&mca. e~ . Winking at the Board statfer travcliu
gospel song book and ‘the ‘forthcoming ceptions. with hm, Rhea contiaued his ‘oheerful,’

Lottle Moen Cook Beok (Word Books, “A ‘performance ttkos a lot owt of ont-sided coavcmtha. Togardiess of the
Nov,, 1969). you,":he has. ‘admitted, ,“l‘hk is hard' for . mpom

“He sirigs all the time—down the hall, .some people to understand,” X .He explalmd later, “1 convider . X |
on the plane, in the cab, onthe ohvator“ Morethan once, or Ms trips’ ‘Rhea has challeu_o totry to brl.hua omebody's
related one traveling companion, besn ‘awakened - aﬁa AR, t\bmﬂmd cky“ e
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the praiscs of God,”" Bake
Board executivo sccretary, has writt

“This is, indeed, a great ¢ . because non-Christian
religions have little singing in them. People bow before idols
but do not have love for them in their hearts. The looks on
tho faces of worshipers reflect little joy or hope.

“But when tho gospel is preached, the sunlight breaks into
darkened hearts, and joy abounds. This is only natural be-
cause the Biblo tells us, ‘Tho fruit of tho Spirit is love, joy,
peace.’ Whero joy abounds, singing results.”

WHBRBVBR the gospel is éfiached. people begin to sing

Wherever one travels in the world today, it becomes evidont -

that music is a vital force.

In Africa one is impressed with the throb and vitality of
Christlan songs set to old African tunes. The exuberance of
the joy is very moving.

In Latin America, where evangelism is the keynote of the
day, singing is everywhere. Many songs are born during the
timo of evangelistic zeal,

In Indonesia, much has been achieved through a ministry of
music, As special groups have been trained to appear on radio
and television, many people have been led to listen to the
gospel as an opening stage of their being brought to Christ,

Muelc is indeed an important facet of world evangelism,

There are four distinct approaches Southern Baptists are
using totell the good news abroad through music,

‘.

)
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Rhea meets (upper left) with James D.
Belote, Forcign Mission Board sec-
retary for East Asia; (above) with
Missionary L. G. McKinney, Jr, in
Hong Kong; (left) with an elderly Ko-
rean; (right) with Korean boys; (be-
low) in planning session for 1970 Bap-
tist World Congress, in Tokyo, Japan.

authen, Foreign Mission

PHOYOS BY BOR HARPER

(1) The appointment of full-time music missionaries by the
Foreign Mission Board.

The Donald L. Orrs, appointed to Colombia in 1951, have
the distinction of being Southern Baptists' first music mission.
arics. Since their appointment, an increasing number of mu.

sicians have gone out to the onds of the carth to proclaim the
gospel through song.*

Tho arca of music missions is continually expanding in
dopth and scope. In the light of the Advance program in
world missions, Southern Baptist young people trained in‘music
can look forward to increased opportunity for places of
sorvice on foreign ficlds.

(2) Organized tours of the mission ficld by musical groups.

A now dimension in music missions was opened during the
summer of 1961 by the Texas Baptist Student Union Cholr.
This group, directed by Dan Pratt, toured the Orient and
blazed the trail for a “fresh” way of sharing the gospel—
through a singing organization. The choir made a lasting, in-
depth contribution to missions.

*Other music missionaries now \mder appointment include: Phill
dmon hill ﬂlnea ¢ ‘?v alyea ?{’&{\m e, dion ‘p

! pan tf\ nn &! use; Dwaln i lh. . Cofe. 'R
SO\lll\ m‘i‘lﬂ; Clin sz :‘é‘&konom.}?é;“vt m‘}fj.}vicz‘gék m {.":: ‘ngf

?HQV. {1
Oonary a oc m , hpm c son. liam

ock (r:}a
onesia} mon aux aw\;
m\ N tull gk & Bo \mon Sout Salt oa
aam. ltaly; Co'nn t\vmmon.‘ umgtm Gene 'O, Wi ton. Southm‘.un.
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GOOD NEWS THROUGH MUSIC

e bl 2

BY CLAUDE H. RHEA, JR.,

(3) Evangelistic music as a vital part of efforts in evangelism
on the mission fields,

The role of music in missions recelved a further bodst in
1963 as a result of the Japan New Life Movement, Out-
standing church musicians were recruited to share their
talents in evangelistic meetings throughout Japan,

It quickly became apparent in these meetings that music
rolated to the hoarts of non-Christian people. An Indelible
impact was made upon an entire natlon through gospel music,

Music attracted the Japanese people, spoke to them in the
universal language, and prepared their hearts for the preach-
ing of the Word of God. The successful use of music in
evangelism in Japan has set a pattern for subsequent ventures
in other nations.

Ever since that New Lifo Movement, the approach to world
missions has been modified and enlarged in scope to en.
compass music as a valid, acceptable mode of proclamation,

High priority has been given the role of music in special
evangelistic crusades around the world. In every land, songs
of praise must arlse in cliurches and conventions, on radio
and television, and In schools and hospitals, for the gospel of
Christ lends itself to song.

(4) Individual sacred concert tours sponsored by the FMB.

Sacred concerts have had speclal appeal and acceptance
on the mission: fields, I have found that the vocal concert
which lnterpolates Scripture passages and testimony can be

AUGU"I‘ 1969

-
¥

HYOS ety ettt ot etk o N o) L9 SR 1O A T 0 T 4 e e T

. Rheain his
~ Richmond office.

used to “spread abroad the fragrance of the knowledge of the
love of God.”

Non-Christians interested in so-called Westérn culture -are,

attracted by the term “concert,” and will attend out of, cils
rlosity and interest in artistic cndcavon. The Christlan’ artlst

then has an open doorway of opportunity for witness to’ tho‘

saving power of Christ,

Music becomes the vehicle through which the good news of
the living Lord is proclaimed.

Program materials for the concerts in various countries
have ranged from oratorio arlas to Negro spirituals, Scrlpturo

passages and testimony interpolated throughout the ‘concert:

undemlrd the predominant theme of man's creation by God,

man's sin and separation from his Creator, God's love as

expressed in Jesus Christ, and God's abundant grace,

Each concert has been different because ‘each situation prc-
sented its own challenge, The key word has been' “adaptatlon"
to the existing conditions for effective proclamation; -

I am firmly convinced ‘that the sacred, vocal qoncert s a'

useful and effective means of proclamation,

Muslc does relate to people of other cultures.. Sacred cone
certs have opened doors and attracted people. to Baptist
churches to hear the preached word,. -

Declared the | mmm: 1 will sing ‘of the mcrcln of tbo
Lord forever; with my mouth will I muko known thy hlth-
fulness to all generations,”
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PECIALIZED assistance on the mis-
sion fields is frequently provided by
Baptist workers of various kinds in the
U.S. These specialists, In cooperation
with the Foreign Mission Board, leave
| thelr work In the States for a few weeks
or months and go overseas to ofter
leadership training, to teach, or to as-
| sist in other ways.
’ One such specialist is R. Paul Green,
| chairman of the Division of Fine Arts
at Houston (Tex.) Baptist College. At the
Invitation of the Hong Kong Baptist As:
soclation, Green conducted the first
colony-wide music clinic in April,
He led a five-day choral clinic, with
‘ singers from Baptist churches through:
‘ out Hong Kong taking part. The com:
bined choir presented a concert on the
closing night of the clinic.
The photos on these pages show
Green in the Hong Kong sessions.
On his way to Hong Kong, Green
s stopped in the Philippines to lead a
short music clinic for the Baptist radio-
TV cholr, with Missionary Phillip M.
Anderson. Green also made a brief stop-
over In Taiwan to assist the radio-TV
choir, with Missionary Herbert W.
Barker.
Baptists In Hong Kong have desig:
nated this as music year. A two-week
music school is to be held there early

In August,
Assisting will be James C. McKinney, L)
dean of the School of Church Music at
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi:
nary, Ft. Worth, Tex; Frances Brown,
assistant professor In the School of &
Church Muslc at New Orleans (La.) Bap- '
\ tist Theological Seminary; and Paul
I Langston, dean of the School of Music

at Stetson Unlversity, De Land, Fla.
8 | THE COMMISSION
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 Called to What?

By Ervin E. Haste

r

GOD‘S CALL to man is cause for gratitude. Ho
calls sinful men to repentance and redecmed men
to service. He also calls some of the redeemed to serve
Nm in distinct capacities and p!

If it were not for this glorious communication of
God to man, I would not have the incalculable joy of
being his son and of having an exhilarating fellowship
with him in my daily life. Through his call in Christ
my sins are forgiven, my life changed, my heart filled
with peace, and my cternal destiny fixed.

But it is God's call to service that is our concern on

this page.
The scrvice that redeemed man renders to Jesus
Christ has the basic purpose of glorilying his wonderful
name among men and of cxtending his kingdom on
carth. Any servant of God should be hagp& to do this
and bo content with the final results of this type of
service. In fact, it might be sinful to desire anything
clse or to look for a position where this would not be
fully and completely realized.

Most of us, 1 think, would agree to this in principle.
However, the practice we follow in our service is what
sometimes disturbs me.

The general practice is to go from a smaller church
to a larger church or from a small position to a larger
one, and in both cases the salary is usually more and
the rank higher. The cxceptions to this practice are
indeed fow. My concern is whether this is God's doing
Or Man's.

T am acquainted with most of the answers usually
given to this matter. It is said that God expects his
servants to progress, to excel, to climb cver higher, to
dovelop his gifts. This I accept to a certain point.
However, the vital matter of the purpose of a scrvant's
progress, excellency, and attainment seems most im-
portant to me.

I must confront mysclf with the carnest and frank
question as to whether I am really answering God's call
to service for the glory of Jesus Christ and the advance-
ment of his kingdom, or if my own desire for glory,
rank, importance, position, and cconomic benefits is
taking the upper hand. All of the wonderful gifts and
capacitics from God should be spent in the place of
God's choosing.

Another point in relation to this matter of service to
God is also disturbing. This has to do with the general’
attitude of Christians to the cffcct that they secem more
interested that their “servant™ have position, rank, ac-
ceptance, and a “place in the world,” than that he
really serve them on a high spiritual plane, pleasing
God above all others, for God has called him.

The mere fact that onc hears and answers positively
God's call of service to some foreign mission ficld does

Southern Baptist Representative in Mexico

not automatically solve this problem.

In somo instances it only brings one to some crisis
points in his life of service in the namo of Christ. There
is always present the temptation to look for the con-
venient, comfortable, and casy ficld of service, when at
times the most isolated and uncomfortable field is the
most responsive to the message of Jesus Christ and in
the greatest need for well-prepared servants who oxcel
for tho Lord.

The temptation also arises on the mission ficld to look
for the place that catches the public cye, both on the
ficld and at home, and receives the favorable comments
of press and pulpit. A “well-known" missionary may
not nccessarily be tho most obedient servant,

To have the “mind of Christ” at this point is the
sorvant’s greatest asset. It will keep him from falling
when cveryone is tripping him; from becoming bitter
when he is not recognized; from fighting back when he
is unjustly attacked; from becoming disillusioned when
his own drcams arc not realized; and from sinning
against God and the work by occupying a position not
of God's choosing for his servant.

The servant call is, first of all, a call to obedience.
If wo arc to be worthy of the name of our Lord it will
only be through obedience to the “servant Christ.” The
‘“‘woll done” will come only through yiclding to him.

Furthermore, the servant call is a call to mission.
Jesus came to. this carth intensely sot upon a dofinite
and urgent mission. Said he, “I have come to seck and
to save that which was lost.” Thero are many phases
of the servant’s life, but this must be his mission.

Thoe sorvant call is also a call to sacrifice. The afftu-
cnt society does not necessarily eliminate the clement
of sacrificc by God's servants. It may just demand
more of it. Bonhocffer could not have stated it botter
when he said, “When Jesus calls a man, he bids him
come and die."”

The servant call is also a call to a glorious partnershi
with the Scrvant of scrvants. Wo are partakers wltg
him not only in his holiness, mercy, and glory, but also
in his sufferings. The “suffering sorvant” is our Lord
and master, and wo should glory in his sufferings.

Finally, the scrvant call is a call to unexcelled happi-
ness and peace. Paul could glory in his afflictions be-
cause he knew ho had “fought the good fight” of an
obedient servant. He was ready to die with a heart full
of happincss and peace, with no regrots, because his
lifc had been spent in sorvice to Josus Christ, the Son
of the most high God.

It is my conviction that the modern missionary move-
ment, whether wo bo of the “old breed” or of the “new,”
will be honored and prospered by God only to the extent
that we respond to and oboy tho servant call,
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“About Guadeloupe, there is little to s
say," summarized Poter T, Chow In a
Natlonal Observer article (Jan, 29, 1968) I

which characterized Mariiniqgue and »
Guadeloupe as French “stepchildren” in ¥
the Carlbbean,

“Guadeloupe . . . consists of two Islands ,,
joined by a bridge . . . ,"" wrote Chew, 7
“One of the islands containy mountaing |
and lush vegetatlon; the other is flat and |
barren, strown with the wooden shacks
of the poor.” ,

In the following article, Missionary.
Wendell L. Page describes the conditlons
and the customs facing missionarles i
Guadeloupe, Page has termed Guade=
loupe the Carlbbean's “unpolished gom,"

Tho Pagoes arrlved thera In mid-1966
‘;zmr studying the French language In

rance) as the second Southern Baptist
missionary couple In the French West Ine
dles. Another article, beginning on page 5
14, points up some of tha problomges
and opportunities—on that fleld,

THB ISLAND of Guudolouga. where
Southern Baptists have their only

~ French-speaking forelgn mission work. in ’
By Wendell L. Page the Wugm Hemlsphere, Is bordered by 3
both the North Atlantlc Ocean and the ~

Caribbean Sea, ) f
Located in the Lesser Antllles, or Lee- P §
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ward Islands, there are actually two

lslands comrollnl . what ‘Is generall

called Guadeloupe: Grande Terre, whic

{s flat, and Guadeloupe, which is' moun.
tainous, There are also {ive dependencles, |
or small {slands, Total population is well - |
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over 315,000 and' Is almost totally Afrle
‘can In orlgin,

tourlsts In ‘Guadeloupe find communica-
tlon difticult, The official’ language ii
Frerich, Most of ‘the natlonal population,
however, speak their dialect, Créole, &
corrupted French.

French West Indles Baptist Mission Is
the designation given the organization of
gﬁ : Baptist misslonarles, for in the future all
i of the French Islands within the West

Indies are to be a part of this Misslon,

4 This will increase the area of the field
A comldorqblg'oand the population by more
b than 850,000,

vl The French islands have been an

# overseas department of France since
1947, This means the people enjoy the
: same welfare benefits as residents of
France itself, Paris appoints a prefect,
ust as for all other departments, and the
slands elect a general council, which Is
represonted in Parls,

It Is sald that the Islands cost the
. French “goyernment considerably more
than they glve. The economic level of the
peoplo is extremely low, There is no
middle class. Nearly all tho inhabitants
live In shacks, and they aro largely il-

;'Ea literate, There Is open sewerage on the
entire Island of Guadeloupe and a no-
o ticeablo lack of public and private sani-

: tation, The local diet Includes much
‘ French bread, rice, salt fish, root vege-
tables, beans, and tropical fruits,

Guadeloupe’s principal products and
exports—=sugar, rum, bananas, cassava,
coconuts, citrus fruits, some coffee, and
cocor==are not nearly enough to sustain
the population.

The government Is now constructing
modern, high-tise apartment houses,
which are expected to dominate the land.
scapo In and ardund Point-A-Pitre, the
principle city, in the next five to ten

“Poiters reflect I R
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Mince no English s spoken, very little
even in the hotels, English-speaking’
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ears, These Apartménts ate avaliable for - itore difficult: There aré several reatons

ow Tent or may. be purchised on a long:'"
term basis with 1ow. ‘monthly’'pay

ments,

‘for this evaluation,

_First, unlike conditions in moat of the

‘Geographically, the. Freich islands.are other ,itlands of the West Indles, in

much'the sa

;a8 1l the other Caribbean_ 'Guadeloups Baptists are only the second

Istands. Culturally, they dire’conslderably’ 'eyangelical grovp to appear. The West

ditferent, ‘Since the -islands have- been
controlled by the Freach, for all practis
cal purposes, since the early 1600's, the
culture is uniquely French, mingled with
African vestiges,

The Roman Catholic Church assumes
a prominent position within this culture,
Ono could not say the people are all
Roman Catholics, ' In fact, fow ever pare

ticlpate in Catholic services. The Roman

Indies Mission has been on the island for
about 20 years; membership in its
churches numbers about 800. Jehovah's
Witnesses and Seventh Day Adventista
are relatively atrong.

Au the first Baptist group, we are atill
in the process of trying to become known
among the people and by the government,
It {s difficult tor the peoplé to understand
that we are ‘not a sect, or to grasp the

Church has become a part of thelr soclal ‘concept that ‘there can be different

and cultural life.

Nearly 100 percent of the people will
declare, I am a Catholle,” but fow will
admit to being practicing Catholics, The
religion is & soclal bond rather than a
religlous commitment.

(In fact, in studying the French Revo-
lution one finds this is what the revolu.
tionists intended the church to be. The
révolutionists personally made no room
for any religlous group, but the Catholic
Church was kept as a bond of soclal and
cultural tradition.)

Because of this setting, soclal ostracism
becomes a real problem for anyone seek-
ing to worship in an evangelical church,
It becomes, in fact, one of the most dif-
ficult problems evangelicals have to face
in this French soclety. It is not that the
people of Guadeloupe are genuinely con-
vinced Catholics, but they refuss to
identify themselves with something other
than this soclal class.

Into this "situation Southern Baptists
sent their first midslonary couple, the
William H. Cains, iri January, 1964, The
work, 'It was thought, would be similar
to that of other Carlbbean islands, Hows
ever, it "hias proven to be conilderably
different and, in miny respects, much

. Y

evangelical ‘groups. A little light is just
beginning to dawn at this polm.

Tho first project Missionary Cain used
to make contacts was to establish a
reading room, Several volumes of various
kinds of books and literature were pur-
chased, and a room was rented,

'For several months this effort gar-
nered interest, Many books were checked
out. From this start, Cain was able to
witnéss to a group of four or five who
became a part of the first Baptist work
%s"ltabllshed in Guadeloupe, in Pointe-d-

tre.

The available building was small and
inadequate, but still the tiny congregation
met for two years, with regular worship
services conducted by Cain,

The first baptismal service held by Bap-
tists in Guadeloupe came in 1967, Those
converts have continued faithfully in the
Lord's service,

Another curlous thing about the effort
in Guadeloupe is the fashion in which
people receive the gospel. Decisions are
never made rapidly, Perhaps after seve
eral months — or even years — of ate
tending’ tervices, a person will make his
¢ommitment to the' Lord,

In the spring of 1967, for instance, my
;;n ak J!“‘.;- g
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Missionaries Wendell Pago «nd Clark Smnlon. C«n‘bbc«n jc‘cld npmumeu‘ve. a‘n Guadelonpe market. -

wifo and I started a now work in a small
town about five miles from Pointe-d-
Pitre. From tho first wo noticed an
elderly woman in her scventies and a
man in his forties attending the services.
Aftor onch servico I sought to encourage
any who would do so to accept Christ
as Saviour and Lord, During an evange-
listic omphasis a reasonably large numboer
of peoplo attended, but months went by
without a single indication that anyone
would accopt Christ,

Finally, after nearly a yoar, tho clderly
woman camo to mo aftor a service to say
sho had mado her decision to trust in
Christ. Two or three weeks later the man
mado tho samo decision,

Wo beliove that those who havo indi-
cated decisions are carnest and sincere.
Wo oxpect that in the future the re-
luctance to decido will begin to change.
For now, we must sow much, cultivate
long, and reap the harvest later. It is un-
wlise to try to push somecone into making
a commitmont that ovidently will cost
thom much in many ways. For a South.
ern Bn{)tlst and an Amorican like myself
exorcising such rostraint is not casy.

In addition, any witnessing by mission-
aries must bo alongside national convorts.
There is much suspicion and racism
(black ngainst white) in Guadeloupe, and
soldom do wo seck to onter homos with.
out a national convert at our sides. At
times it scoms that tho visitation is in vain,
but wo know that eventually thefd will bo
results,

The Baptist radio program, produced
in Franco as a ministry of Baptist Theo-
loglcal Seminary at Rlilschlikon, Switzere
land, secems to have strengthened the
Baptist image here, Tho program s
broadcast from the station on Martinique,
the other major island of the French
West Indies.

Everyone hero, it seoms, has a portable
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mdlo. A man may not have a table or
chair in his shanty, but he will have a
radio. Evoryone listens.

Baptist soervices are now growing, nu.
merically and spicitually, particularly in
Pointe-d-Pitro, where a larger, more ade-
quate building has become available.

Tho real hope for ministry on this field
rests in tho dovclopment of national
preachers and leaders. After a Guade-
loupian becomes a Christian, the mission-
ary-national relationship becomes more
closcly knit. With the right kind of pro-
gram, a witness can be doveloped that
will be durable and fruitful in tho future.
Securing literature presents a real probe-
lom because Baptist work among French-
speaking peoplo is s0 young, dut, hope-
fully, this will improve.

For tho first time, a mass ovangelistic
meoting, preceded by publicity, took
place in Guadeloupe in November, 1968,
From Haiti camo tho guest preacher,
Luc R. N&rgs. Overflow crowds rewarded
tho efforts made in renting a largs, pub.
lic building and announcing the meeting
by nowspaper advertisements, handbills,
and radio announcements.

Tho soating capacity was doubled for
tho last two nights of the offort, and still
there was standing room only. Use of the
public building was helpful, since, due to
foar and suporstition, many persons
would not attend a service in an
ovangelistic church building but would go
to a public meoting place,

Rosults of such a meeting cannot be
immediately calculated, Decisions to ac-
cept Christ are not made ‘easily or
quickly, An invitation at the close of an'
ovangelistic service means little’ ‘to’‘a,
Guadelouplan, He does not realize what
is taking place or what is expected of
him. Seldom 'will he respond.to such an'
invitation, for he has never before. wit«
nessed anything like it, Still:there ‘were.a

‘concemed,wlth’lanxum ARudy aid leata

from ,10000 10, 13.000 p!opb Mve!
‘made in ‘some. of t
JBut thére must be missioniry helpl. - 71

few decisions to accept Christ, and’ thon
converts are now studying in a new snem~ - -0
bers' classand ‘awaiting baptism. R &

The meeting helped greatly to mah .
Baptists lmown in' GW > N

André® Thobols, ~of hﬁs. cho.
president of the anch Baptist Federa: p
tion, conducted yet. anoﬂm‘ hvanaliﬂlo» AN
effort last ‘February, “This mesting ‘wes. >
even niore successful, Large crowds were
present each night durlng the two ‘weaks,
and decisions were recorded .at nearly
gvery service.

As Thobols spoke of Baptists hﬂ‘)‘m
and around the woﬂd., a@ﬁm " Ay
Guadeloupe ‘were - helped . to- becom.' SJT;::'-;g |
more known and’ accepted. For out'small: ) 4

group, there developed ‘a neW, prideto - %
bear the name Baptist, For. other evVaRges:, .
licals, there came & -greater.respect ‘for~ * -
Baptists and ‘an: aecbptam of them s o W
an evangelical church';group, not juest &, < i
sect. For the lost, there an aware- ., f
ness of Baptists, *as Ky mwp “Who M, ,
the gospa! of Chrlsty’ (' ;7. T
Bob"and Mary ARd “Teetma apd’ ‘thelr ! 3
three childeén ‘arrived *to ieinforce ‘the ! .
missionary, staft ln Guadcloupo in Tebtu: } f_ N
ary, For their: first ’yeai' thuy ‘are’ dﬁgﬁy Y
.‘} A k\
ing' the culture.:They will: bo“xu‘dy“ go AL
take.over the ‘work \g’hm bur;fmlly kéu R Y
on furloughin 1970y .- i , g,
Five 'missionaty’ eoupfu are nudod P
now ;I ‘Guadsloupe, - -Several towmy, 9( '
"o

,{‘3

,‘:
~

ovanullcal \vltnm. Coatacu have .
foel & ‘work could’ ‘?:‘we :

Guadﬂoupb s a pionni' g&ad“" d :
whm. in:the main, (ie'la in the'Tough; '
“and-'moderh development i yet.In orude

" ‘stages, It Is. not & pmdho for “tourieme.: g

It is & little-known lslmd wlt s,
tudo Of lo.“p.oph . ,‘,\‘ X Al,g‘*sﬁ- nowh,
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Bcach scene on Gmnde Tcrrc lsland of G uadcloupc.

Besides the Beaches

BY. SARAH HINES MARTIN

HEN PHYLLIS Thomas attended

missionary journcyman orientation
before assuming her assignment in
Guadeloupe, she could have been voted
“Most Envicd." Tho first thoughts that
rush to oncs mind at the mention of a
place like Guadcloupe are “lush, tropical
tsley white, sandy beaches;~ year-round
playground; exciting living."”

These tmpressions, however, are far
from realistic in terms of missionary ser
vice. Guadeloupe is not an assignment for
anyone expecting a light tour of duty.
Few conditions seem to favor the mission-
;\dry; many circumstances work against

m.

If a missonary in Guadeloupe is to
continue working in a positive vein, he

The author, Mrs. Da titn, and h
%&d have temd“i: m‘ oank‘: lnn‘n t&dl )

4

nceds optimism, dotermination, and a
firm belief in God's calling.

Tho missionary must be able to labor
without sceing immediate success, for the
work moves very slowly. Ho has contact
with only a small group of pcople—the
converts and those prospects with whom
the church members can put him in
touch. He is not ablo to visit freely or
alone.

Guadcloupians, for various reasons,
ovidence decp hostility and suspicion to-
ward outsiders. A missionary does not
cenjoy the position of respect in the
Guadeloupian socicty that he might en-
counter in many other places. Ho s
sometimes the object of verbal abuse and
rojection as he moves about in public.

This sotting also brings difficulties into
the lives of the missionary's children, for
they are extremely limited in their play-

mates duo to the treatment they receive
outside their home. Tho missionary
family finds it nccessary to provide al-
most all of its own social and recreational
life, and this causes loneliness.

Crisis cvents also affect the work. Two
days of scrious fighting took place in
Pointe-d-Pitre, the largest city, in May,
1967. Unofficially, SO or 60 people were
killed or wounded.

A workers' strike had gono on for sov-
cral days, but for the most part the
strikers wore not directly involved in the
rioting. A small group of Communist tor-
rorists, of the Castro variety, took ad-
vantage of the unrest and soon had many
Guadeloupians in a spirit of rebellion
and rovolt.

The “rovolt,” almed primarily at the
“Mectropolitans” (white Frenchmen), who
in the main control much of tha country's

. ‘THE COMMISSION
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finances and land, developed into an un-
“pleasant situation for all.

A special military group from France
arrived to restore order. Calm was re-
storcd, but tho aftermath of suspicion
and hatred still lingers in the minds of
many people. It is difficult for the gospel
:c: do its work with these hindering bar-

oml

A fow weeks bofore the disturbances,
for example, tho Pages had begun work
in the town of Baie-Mahaut (pronounced
Bay-may-oh). Two or three of the faith-
ful church members from Pointe-d-Pitre
laid the groundwork in the community.
When a building was secured, they began
services that mot a warm and, for Guade-
loupo, an enthuslastic response.

Boforo tho rioting, 40 to SO persons
crowded into the little room for services
and scemed almost cager to hear an
ovangelistic message. Among them were
a number of young pcople—most un-
usual in Guadeloupe.

After the riots only a few adults at-
tonded, although this situation has im-
proved considerably since then. Mission-
ary Wendell L. Page often shows a film-
strip following tho ovening service. Ho
must translate the narration from English
ahead of time for tho showing, but the
childron flock to sce it. This is tho only
gospel presontation most of the people re-
ceive, Pago pointed out,

On tho first morning of the dis-
turbances in the city, Page was caught
in the upheaval downtown. He saw the
rioters surging toward the downtown
square, broaking windows and beating on
cars as thoy moved.

He sensed the terror of the movement,

and only by driving the wrong way on a

one-way street was he able to head out of
town and away from the turmoil. Several
white people were killed that day in the
square.

On the second day of the trouble, as
Page drove on the ontskirts of town he
saw a group of men on foot demolish
the small car a woman was driving di-
rectly in front of him.

This time thero was no way for him to
escape, His only route lay directly in the
path of the rock-throwers.

“This is it, Lord,” the missionary
thought to himself, cxpecting to be hit
violently at any moment. To his astonish-
ment, not a man threw a rock, and the
crowd let him pass unharmed.

When the riots had onded, Page's car
was one of the fow in the entire arena
that was freo of damage. He belicves the
Lord provided a miraculous escape in
timo of danger.

Public and private schools are crowded
in Guadeloupe. Until Soptember, 1968,
Mrs. Pago (Margaret) taught her children
in her home by using the Calvert course
of instruction. Now Miss Thomas, the
journcyman, teaches the children in
schoolrooms at her apartment near the
Page home. This has provided relicf for
Mrs. Pago and given a vital balance in
tho lives of tho children.

Prices in the country aro oxorbitant.
Most products are made in, and shipped
from, Franco, and all necessities, plus
cven a fow luxurles, are to be found at
the markets. Pointe-d-Pitre now offers
four, well-stocked supermarkets as well

as the typical Caribbean open markets.

Getting household articles repaired of«
fers difficulty, and although hospitals
and private clinics are avallable, medical
attention is limited,

Speaking in a forelgn language puts
strain on the missionaries, In addition to
speaking French, missionaries in Guade-
loupe also need to know a little Créole,
the national dialect. Some ‘of the elderly
Guadelouplans speak only a fow words of
French, so if the missionary makes any
contact with them, he needs to under
stand some Créole.

Obstacles to missions in Guadeloupe
are many. But there are also many op=
portunities, and the needs seem over
whelming.

As a pigheer mission field, Guadeloupe
provides opportunities to put into practice
any and all ideas as to how to begin and
nurture a now work.

There is only one other evangelical
group, so no hindrdnce is found because
of an assorted conglomeration of many
denominations,

No governmental restrictions exist as
to tho carrying on of normal mission ace
tivitics. The Baptist Mission is duly reg-
Istered and recognized as a legal body.

Many towns and villages on the island
have no evangelical witness of any kind.

Tho missionarles can sense a gradual
opening of the minds and hearts of the
people toward the evangelical witness.

Guadclouplans are a restless, seeking
people in nced of the transforming grace
of God.

P.S. Thoe white, sandy beaches are
there, too.

—— ————

At Pointe-a-Pitre, | *-,
l in Guadeloupe,
) Missionary Journeyman :3
| Phyllis Thomas
. teaches school for !

English-speaking children.
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Reasons for Continued Prayer

THB CRUSADRB of the Americas is still going on, It seems
that some persons have thought the effort concluded with
this year's springtime efforts across the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. Thero is atill a boundless need for prayer as evan-
gelistic campaigns continue in a few scattered places here in
the States and in several Latin American countries.

Speclal campaigns are shaping up also in Europe. It is
hoped that many more persons will immediately begin pray-
ing for the fullest possible cffectivencss of such efforts during
October and November by fellow Baptists in Germany, Nor-
way, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, and Yugoslavia, Their plans
have been shaped through prayer, and now the working out of
those plans in actual proclamation and witness nceds the
kind of implementation and impact that only the power of
God's Holy Spirit can give. At this particular point .of nced
anyono anywhere can sharo and participate through petitionary
and intercessory prayer.

Other opportunities for prayer support also await us as
fellow Baptists in a large number of countries ready them-
selves for specinl ovangelistic offorts in 1970. We should be-
gin praying now for the campaigns scheduled next March in
Spain and for March and April in Scotland. So many are the
campaigns planned for tho later months in 1970 that it seoms
best to list thom as follows:

June-July
Thalland Malaysia-Singapore
India Bast Pakistan
Okinawa South Vietnam

Indonesia Hong Kong
Taiwan Philippines
Japan South Korea
Guam

SeptemberrOctober
Tanzania Malawi
Kenya Zambia
Uganda Rhodcsia
Ethiopia

Sinco there are many facets of planning, spiritual prepa-
ration, and scheduled crusade programs, it scoms worthwhile
to list at least a fow to which specific prayer focus can be
applied:

—Numerous details of organization.

—That all media possible will become available for pro-
motion and proclamation, such as radio, telovision, pub-
lic concerts, newspapers, and pamphlets and tracts,

—Enlistment of the best dedicated talent for all witnessing
opportunitics.

—Thoe best possible spiritual preparation,

—A follow-up cffort that will assure the maximum de-
velopment and cncouragement of all persons who make
professions of faith in Christ.

As in the Crusade of the Americas, surcly many persons
and churches will want to cstablish prayer contact with mis-
sionarics and churches in one or more of the countries listed.
The opportunity for personal involvement is as deep and far-
reaching as any person wishes to make it.

‘ They Are Still Needed

OUT OF THE MANY currents of thought and opinion
keops coming the question: *Is there now g nced for more
foroign missionarics?” To roview oven a fow of the possible
reasons behind this question would require more space than
is available here. But whatoever the background for the ques-
tion, tho answer is, “Yos, the nced for missionarics is as
gmnt‘ now as it ever was and possibly greater than ¢ver be-
ore,”

Regardless of his amazing advances in scientific develop-
ment and technology, man is still inadequate. Ho is deceply
in need of a lifo quality and content that ho cannot supply
for himself, The problem is basically theological and is com-
pounded daily by the runaway pace with which man is repro-
ducing his specles.

There are several ways to develop an affirmative answer to
the opening question. In this instance we convey the message
through the following excerpts taken from the June 30 issue
of Research Roundup, published by tho Rescarch and Sta-
tistics Department of the Baptist Sunday School Board.

.Approximately 324,000 babies are born cach day, and
about, 133,000 people die dally. This gives a net gain of
about 191,000 daily, or 70 million per year——almost the
equivalent of one additional Chicago . . . every month,

Scholars estimate world population at the time of

Christ's birth was about ¥ blillon. It took 1,650 years

for this to double to ¥ billion; about 200 years to

".

double to 1 billion; and about 80 years to double again to
2 billion by 1930. It is éxpected to double again in 45
years to reach 4 billion by 1975, At present growth rates
it will double again in 35 years to be 8 billion by 2010.
The world population is now growing at the rate of
2.0 percent per year, If this annual growth rate remains
the same, the population will double cvery 35 years. It is
apparent that things are out of hand and cannot continue
at prosent trends much longer. What will happen? There
arc only three possibilitics: lower the birth rates, raise
the death rates, or mass migration to other plancts. Most
authoritics fcel that lowering the birth rates will be so
hard and slow that disaster will take over and incroase
death rates through massive wars and famines. One au-
thority estimated in 1964 that 2,000 pcople starve to
death every hour—50,000 per day or 18 million per year.
The condition has not improved since then.
~"While we are concerned about the physical necessitics
for all people in the world, our primary concern is the
Great Commission to make disciples of all the world.
Less than 30 percent of the world's population is identi-
fied with any phase of Christendom; less than 7 percent
of the global population are Protestants, Far more people
are alive today who have never once heard the gospel
than the total world Populatlon when Jesus gave the
Great Commission to win all people.

THE COMMISSION
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wre the only Christian nation in Asla" is the proud
the Filipino. This unique claim arises from the tact
fourths of the Philippine population is Roman
Muslim, Buddhist, and Hindu nations of

nowiedged s the Son of God, the Bible is

g 4t God's Word, and selvation s seen as men's need.
ir, this Is not coute for complacency, since only a small
‘ practice thelr felth or have aswrence of
porsonal knowledge of Jesus as Savior. The

Yet, the Filipino heritage of bellet in the Christian
doctrines, coupled with uncertainty of personal salvation,
makes the Philippines a fertile tleld for evangelical witness.

‘. Today there ls complete freedom to prociaim Christ, and
- whaete he is preached Filipinos are responding. in light of this

3 " opportunity and response, helping the Philippines to become a

truly Christian nation becomes a compelling challenge.
Land and People

Oft the eastern coast of the continent of Asla the 7,100
lslands of the Philippines lie soattered across the surface of the
Pacific Ocean like a glant broken neckisce. They form a
country approximately the size of Elorida and Georgha
combined.

Over 33 million people live in the islands. With of the
worid's fastestgrowing populations, the country approxl-
mately one million sach yeir to those it must support. This is
a challenge for a land where a farmer and his family struggle to
exist on an averege net income of $80 a yeer,

Communioating cen be giffioult in this small land since 87
different dislects are tpoken, In 1040 rmwmnp
proved & tew making-one of thee dislects, (whGAN-
g), the basls of an officid nationel language. ' Bnglieh,

o
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The Philippines
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introduoed by the United States, is still the medium
instruction in the public schools, baginning in grade four,
development ot a truly nationsl medium ot
accaptable to all the people, continuet

of the Philippines.

History

At the closs of the SpanithA
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many more groups have opened work. Today, over 1,250
Protestant missionaries serve under isarly 60 different mis-
sionary organizations. About one million Filipinos now claim
allegiance to some form of Protestanism.,

Southern Baptist Outreach
Providential Beginning

In 1948, as Communist forces advanced across China,
Southern Baptists decided to move temporarily their Chinese
language school and its missionary students to the Philippines.
As these missionaries studied Chinese they began to witness to
the Chinese community, the largest alien group in the islands.
In response to this witness, the Baguio Baptist Church was
organized in 1950. This development, together with the fact
that the door to China remained closed, led to the establish-
ment of permanent mission work in the Philippines. !

Finding an open door to preach to Filipinos, work was
begun with the national population, and in 1950 the Foreign
Mission Board was asked to begin appointing missionaries for
this task. Nine years later, Southern Baptist work spread to a
third group when two English-language churches were organ-
ized for Americans and other English-speaking people in
Manila and at Clark Air Force base, near Angeles.

Baptist Growth

Although efforts have continued among the Chinese,
growth has been slow. By the end of 1968, churches had been
established in four major cities with mission points in three
others. Through the Chinese Baptist Convention these small
groups are witnessing to their fellow Chinese.

Today, most of the Southern Baptist missionaries serving in
the Philippines are related to the Filipino work, which has
grown rapidly. Almost two decades of Southern Baptist
witness have established over 280 churches and missions on
three of the major islands: Luzon, Cebu, and Mindinao. With a
membership of about 12,000, these churches are baptizing
over 1,300 each year.

Maturing in their desire to win their nation to Christ, the
churches are leading in establishing new mission points. Also,
they have joined together in local associations to support
mission work in adjoining provinces. Two conventions, the
Chinese Baptist Convention and the Luzon Baptist Conven-
tion, have been organized and provide a wider fellowship and
greater strength for mission outreach. Recently the Luzon
convention sent its first missionary to open work on Samar,
the first of the Philippine islands to be discoversd by Spain.

Missionary Method's

Missionaries with special training and skills work in many
different ways in the common purpose of bringing individuals
to Christ and helping them form into strong churches. About
one third of the missionaries serve as field evangelists.
Preaching, advising the churches, counseling and training
leaders, these “front-line soldiers’” work to plant new missions
and to strengthen the churches. Home Bible classes, tent
meetings, personal witnessing, and home visitation are some of
the ways they use to accomplish their work.

Southern Baptist College, a missionary-led school located at
M‘lang, uses daily Bible classes and religious focus weeks to
witness to non-Christian students. During one recent focus
week at the school 296 received Christ. Nearby to non-Baptist
schools, student centers in five major cities minister to Baptist
students and witness to the lost. The Philippine Baptist
Theological Seminary and the Mindanao Baptist Bible School

20
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Girls arrive for service at Chinese Baptist church

give specialized training to about 60 pastors and Chrigti
workers each year.

The Mati Baptist Hospital and an agricultural demonst
tion farm are special ways of ministering to both the physi
and the spiritual needs of Filipinos. Opened in 1954,
hospital has aided in planting missions and churches throd
out the Mati area.

A radio-TV work, begun in 1963, now reaches most of t
islands. It penetrates to isolated areas with the gospel @
assists in starting new work. In Pangasinan province a man |
heard the gospel through the radio broadcast enrolled int
free Bible correspondence course offered. When he requestt
additional help, he was directed to the nearest Baptist churd
which then started a mission in his area,

Other missionary:-led programs are the Baptist Center Pre
and the promotional work. The press publishes quarterli
tracts, and other types of literature in six languages for use
evangelism and church growth. The missionary promotiof
secretaries provide special assistance to the churches intt
areas of religious education, music, and WMU, 4

The Challenge ]

Today, the Philippines is truly a “field ripe for harvest
Response is seemingly limited only by the number'0
missionary and national workers. In the New Life Crusadel
1968 over 6,000 people professed faith in Christ. In Iligan Ci_}
alone, where the local Baptist church had only 62 membef
more than 500 received Christ as Savior. i

This response led a new missionary to observe, “In ‘l}
Philippines any method that is worked will work.” It is tr
that Filipinos are responding to the gospel through even
means being used. The door is open. The compelling challeng
to Southern Baptists is for workers ready to witness throudt
all means that the Philippines may be won to Christ whilé
there is still opportunity to do so. '

by William Wakefield 8

Sunbeam Bands will be studying about the Philippines during 1
last quarter of 1969. Reprints of the above ma terial are available 1&
upon request from the Department of Missionary Education @l
Promotion, Foreign Mission Board, SBC, Box 6597, Richmond, Y&
23230. '
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EMERITUS
MIESIONARIES

JOUTHERN Baptists have in their

midst a small, but very distin-
guished, group of remarkable people:
the emeritus missionaries.

These are servants of God who
heard his calling into missionary ser-
vice, made preparation, went to their
ficlds, and gave a full carcer of service
in the Master’s name. They reached
retirement years and came back to this
country filled with joy, gratitude, and
praise to God for his abounding bless-

All missionarics are eligible for re-
tirement wpon reaching age 65. Many
of them retire at that time, although
others continue until as late as age 70,
when retirement is automatic.

They make their locations for re-
tirement years at various points in this
country. Sometimes they return to their
home states amid friends and relatives,
50 that they may have fellowship with
those whose ties are close. In other
instances they settle in places where
there are stil many calls upon them
for service,

Some locate in places where the cli-
mate is wlatly agreeable, while
others make their residence in Baptist
retiremcat homes, When health be-
impaired, some of them becomo

COMes
resideats

atric hospitals,
AUGUST 1868

of nursiag homes and ger-.

By Baker J. Cauthen

Wherever they are found, however,
their presence gives an added glow of
Christian joy and blessing, particu-
larly in the churches with which they
are identified and the immediate com-
munities in which they live.

Many missionaries find their rotire-
ment years full of opportunity for fur-
ther service in the Lord’s cause. Many
engage in World Missions Conferences,
where their rich experience provides
a wealth of missionary information
and inspiration for churches and pas-
torSI

Many are called upon frequently to
preach, conduct meetings, teach, or
speak about missions. Some maintain
spcaking and ‘travel schedules that
might characterize the work of a per-
SOn many years younger. Some sorve
as guest professors for seminaries and
colleges. Some conduct tours to mis-
sion lands and other points of intor-
est.

A storchouse of rich missionary ma-
terial is being developed at the Fore
cign Mission Board as emeritus mis-
sionaries are requested to write their
lifo stories. They recount experiences
they have had in God's service with
vividness and power.

Many emeritus missionaries publish
books about their work. More mission=
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ary blographies are now being written,
and it i3 oxpected that there will bo
more in the days ahead,

The work of intercessory prayer is
of large significance in tho life of
omeritus missionaries, They continue
their ministry to the ficlds thoy have
served as they approach God's throne
of grace, Thoy also bring the entire
world before God in prayer for his
blessing wpon the spread of the gospel.
Only oteml%gvm roveal the full mean-
ing of this labor of joy,

Southern Baptists honor themselves
as thoy oxpress love to these veterans
of the cross, Ono of tho cvidences of
tho appreciation felt by Southern Bap-
tists is seen in tho enthusiasm of young
peoplo when thoy got to know these
whoso lives have been truly heroic,
Thoy sonso that tho indwelling Christ,
who brings such radiance into the
hearts of his servants through a full
career of labor in his name, can guide
young people into pathways of fulfill-
ment and joy,

Thank God for emetitus mission-
arles! When you have opportunity, get
near to_them and listen to what they
have to say, They will bring you a
special blesging,

And remem hey are
slonarles, right to the end. of the way.
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Alexis de Tocqueville once wrote that
men claim to believe things long after they
have ceased to believe them. This is often
true of Christiang. Very often we find our-
selves saying that we believe in Christ but
do not believe in something he taught. We
fail to grasp that to believe in Christ im-
plies that we believe he was all he claimed
to be. This means we have no alternative
but to believe everthing he said.

If we really believe in Christ, then surely
we must take seriously his last command to
those who would follow him: “Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned.” There are
many reasons why we go, but the most
important one still remains the same—
Jesus said, ‘““Go,” and if we are to follow
him we must do whatsoever he commands
us.—Roberta Dorr
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VERY YEAR thousands of Americans sign up for tours

that take them to places only missionaries and explorers
have seen in past generations. Most of these travelers come
home with their own definite ideas about American aid pro-
grams and foreign relations and the need for missions.

On the same tour will be some who are appalled by the
need and feel we must give more as a government and as
churches, and others who feel we should let these countries
solve their own problems.

Some return home convinced we should bring back the
missionaries and not try to “force our religion on others.”

“I came home with a deep respect for the religions of the
world,” commented one woman who had traveled around the
world. “These people were more religious than we are here in
America, especially the Muslims—they pray five times a
day, and they are not ashamed to pray wherever they happen
to be.”

These people would perhaps be surprised to find that mis-
sionaries often have similar experiences when they first arrive
in a foreign country. The missionary to the Muslim world
will find it is indeed true that these people faithfully pray
five times a day. They have such respect for God that they
will not pray without first washing their hands and feet, ears,
mouth, and nose. Often if perfume is worn at all, it is worn to
enter God’s presence.

The missionary will notice a great respect for the Quran
[Koran]. It is a holy book and as such is not to be questioned.
Since the Quran forbids the use of alcohol, one will not find
bars, but coffee houses, where men meet, talk, play games,
and drink coffee.

The Westerner is also struck by what at first seems to him
a lack of the more obvious sins of our culture. He finds no
dating, no parked cars, almost no unwed mothers, and a
respect for parental authority we as parents consider very at-
tractive.

At first the missionary, like the tourist, adds up all the
points for the morality he sees and comes to the conclusion
that he has little to offer these people. If he feels that sin is a
matter of the obvious weaknesses of the flesh, he may even

The author, Mrs. David C. Dorr, and her husband, a physician, were ap-
inted missionaries to Gaza in 1958. They were recently transferred to
emen and are beginning their first term there.

Mountain girl in Yemen.
FRANKLIN T. FOWLER
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feel that these people have little sin problem. ’ that if a person is tempted he will sin. Therefore, the tempta-

When the new missionary learns that for individuals in this tion is taken from him. Incidentally, the individual’s freedom
environment to accept Christ may cost them their lives, he goes, t00. §
begins to reexamine his whole reason for coming. At this Even ordinary houses are guarded by walls, barred win- 7
point some missionaries turn away and come home, while dows, doors, and watchmen, with the thought that without s
others begin to ask, “If I do not tell these people of Christ, these deterrents it would be too great a temptation for some- .
what will they lack? What differences does Christ really one to steal. There are separate boys’ schools and girls’ !
make?” schools and no dating, so that there are few moral problems

Perhaps the first discovery by the missionary is that without for young boys and girls. ) :

Christ it is almost impossible to know that God is love. With At every point society guards the individual from a wrong ,
all the pain, sickness, heartache, and disappointment of which decision, but in so doing leaves the individual little freedom i
life is full, it is very difficult to come to the realization that of choice. Christ did not do away with the law; he fulfilled it ‘
God loves us. People can easily deduct from the world they and promised a “new birth” that would replace our original
see that God is strong and, they hope, just. They can respond nature. Only & man who is “born again” can be trusted to -]
by fearing God or respecting him, but to love him would not make the right choices, can be entrusted with real freedom. R
' enter their minds. Perhaps it takes the new missionary longest to discover that :

It is certainly true, as John writes, “We love him, because in a world to which Christ has not yet come, there is no :
he first loved us.” Christ makes it possible for us to love God redemption. Just as in the Old Testament there is no redemp- -
by telling us and showing us how much God loves us. tion, no way to reclaim the sinner, the one who bursts through i

The next discovery is that without Christ we live in a world the barriers society has built to protect its members from sin ;
of “an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” is irreclaimable. He is like the bad seed that, once discovered, )

If a car runs over a child or an adult, the proper, ac- must be thrown out. 'i
ceptable response in the culture is to do the same thing to the Now we have arrived again at the basic reason Christ him- A
driver. “Let him see how it feels to lose a child,” is the self gave for his coming: “I am come that they might have ]
reaction that is accepted and understood. life and that they might have it more abundantly.” Again it is ‘

. To forgive is considered weakness. In this kind of world, expressed so perfectly in Acts 4:12: “There is none other (
Jesus’ words from the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be i
know not what they do,” are new, startling, and thought- saved.” {
provoking. The missionary suddenly realizes that Christ is the As one goes around the world he finds that many religions !
one who taught us to love God and even our enemies. have worked out complicated plans by which man hopes to {

As the days go by, the missionary finds it only natural for win salvation. Only Christ speaks with authority when he says, t
people to think of themselves and their families first. It is’ “Thy sins are forgiven. . . . Go in peace.” He is also able to ¥
human nature to give only when one can see something he speak with authority of our eternal future because he is the |
will receive through his giving. one who has gone “to prepare a place” for us. v

In the world where Christ has not yet come, the idea of* - To the missionary who stays long enough to understand, "
sacrificial giving is hard and almost impossible to find. Real there comes a new realization. All that he has taken for il
sacrificial giving came into the world with Christ and his granted, but is his only through Christ, suddenly comes into
cross. Whether we see it in the wood over an altar or in a proper focus. Christ becomes the pearl of great price, the
golden miniature, the cross is a reminder that he took up his world’s only hope. _ |
cross and that he expects us to take up ours. So the missionary goes back to his field not to force his

In the part of the world into which Christ has not yet religion on other people, but to witness to the truth in Christ. :
come, people are still living under the law. Everyone assumes And the truth shall make them free. . ‘

Taiz, where Southern Baptist work began in Yemen. The Baptist hospital is now located at Jibla. f

JAMES M. YOUNG, JR. '
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. Reflections Belru |
| ] Here in these mountains
nsights in verse by Robcr;,a Kells Dorr who Ysrrvtd I sit like God
Issi in Gaz . ?
as a missionary in Gaza before transfer to Yemen k down upon the city
The Seller of Eggs Miles below.
I sce its iron fingers
I am a simple seller of eggs. After the War Grasl: t.h‘e shore-bound sand,

I sit here each day
Under the blazing sun
And offer indifferent travelers

To the tune of radio jazz, The twinkling lights flash
These eggs. . _ Riding out to sit, From a thousand eyes,
They sce me as a simple fellahin, Cold And there a tiny, winking H
Blue-striped robe, Waterless Beam ' J
White-flowered headdress, Hungry, ' Guides ships in
Dull, tired eyes, Behind barbed wire for days From the sea.

Voiceless in the world of affairs,
Blind to all but daily bread,
Ears tuned to rustling grass,
Crunch of sand and

Prisoners riding along
in Isracli busses

Until,
Thinking of home,
The picce of cheese left

Its plaster towers

Rise like children's scattered blocks,

I sce it all from this high place,

Unpeopled, gray, and cold.

Could I but put my finger on its

b in the refrigerator Pulse -

Cricket’s song. Loomed larger than Or measure one night's tears,

I am a simple seller of eggs, Wife It would move out and

And yet Or children Crush me here

The universe revolves around the egg, Or sunrise tomorroyw. Upon my hill. {
1 And I who sell these eggs

Hold in my hand . Ramadan

A rlecle. The booming cannon tells the day is done, J

Ve

The fcast is spread,

‘ Gaza Night And cach one hurries to his home 4
. . To end the day of fast with nightly revelry. ]
'VI‘J;:are will be other nights The darkness, fan-shaped, i
en I am gone, C ¢t the sky !
Moon-glazed and shimmering, T;)‘vers mos taol . £ pink 1
With sound of creaking gate, A ?lilll\u 13 Just a glow of pin
Old Abel Abed’s cough, Linghts ::'i‘:k%:!:; the minarets ﬂ
And footsteps hurrying along the drive. The muzzein gives the call to prayer,
Somewhere, halfway 'round And all is still
| This spinning orb Until the drums begin to beat— 1
f Some hundred turns away from here, Beat, beat, beat, beat, beat, beat,
: Some moment’s mood The steady rhythm tells of
Or trick of memory Flying hands and dancing feet. i
Will bring this back to me Somewhere out there across our wall ‘
Just as it is, The palm tree sways, ﬁ
: Moon shimmering, The moon sails high, ‘
I Creaking gate, And there I sce the graves etched 3
§ Old Abed’s cough, with a silver light. ;
And hurrying steps along the drive. Those who are there will fast no more,
k'- ) Will dance no more,
To Gi And nevermore will beat the drums for Ramadan,
;. 0 Live And nevermore will beat the drums for Ramadan. '
f They look at me : ’*

With puzzled, patient eyes.

s W

‘ They want their land, Veiled
And I have come to give them Christ. Who are you?
} They want their homes and fields Veiled,
in Palestine again, Dark-eyed,

Mysterious . . .
Longing, perhaps, to know and be known.

I, here, look out at you
And find, soul-veiled,

I, too, would be known. : :

i And I have come to tell them of new life.
, Their hands reach out for silver,
Like one so long ago,
! And I would give them all they need
i in Christ.
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Four Blankenships at their Tnpoli home

BY JOHNNI JOHNSON
Associate, FMB Audio-Visuals

T-lBRB ARE real possibilities here. But
it's goingto be slow.”

Those two short sentences summarize
four years of work in Tripoli for Harold
L. Blankenship, pastor of an English-
language Baptist congregation made up
of military and oil companies® personnel,
mostly from the United States.

Blankenship's statement is also a fore-
cast. He believes that ons day the
Libyan themselves—1.7 million in
a more-than-double-Texas-size country
of desert and Mediterranean oases—will
hear the Christian gospel, and hear it
gladly.

At present the country is as it has been
for centuries: solidly Muslim. But Wes-
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tern ways arc penetrating its life. There is
a NEW Openness. v

The oil in the desert, which brings
hundreds of Americans to Libya, and es-
pecially to Tripoli, also stirs people’s
desire to have “things,” to study English,
to “get aheall.” And incrcased cconomic
opportunity keeps Europeans, especially
{)t:l‘;ans, coming and going in large num-

Given a measure. of religious freedom,
Blankenship believes that, in time, Lib-
yans will respond to Jesus Christ. He him-
self is studying Arabic. So is Mrs.
Blankenship.

The family is in Libya under the Mis-
sionary Associate Program of the Foreign
Mission Board. Two children who ac-
companied' them to Libya are pupils in
the Oil Companies School: Ginny, age
ten, has just completed fourth grade; Dan
will enter junior high school.in the fall.
Two-ycar-old Franklin was born in
Libya.

In their four years in Libya, the
Blankenships have established relation-
ships in the international community and
among Libyans themselves. In the Bap-
tist congregation only three charter-
member families remain (the church was
organized in 1962). But Blankenship now
thinks that, as a rule, people will be stay-
ing in the country for longer periods of
time,

The Blankenships have experienced
evacuation once (1967) and watched
Libyan progress in many areas—such as
in housing, low-cost, government-spon-
sored; in road construction; in merchan-
dnsing techniques.

Living coa%s are high in Libya, But S0
are the hopes of the' !apﬁ&church 'l‘ho

congregation has purchased land and
expects to be in new quarters by ecarly
next year (presen<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>