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The Caribbean
A REGIONAL APPROACH

By Johnni Johnson

Tms CARIBBEAN, travel ads say, has
sun and sand and surf. The Carib-
bean has people, too. And, thercfore,
it has a place in Christinn mission
strategy. A place which, at least for
Southern  Baptists, grew  steadily
through the '60s and is well-estab-
lished for the '70s.

We could say that a few young
Southern Baptists led the whole Con-
vention into the Caribbean. At least,
one beginning point is the consistent
work donc by Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary (Ft.  Worth,
Texas) students on the out-islands of
the Bahamas—every summer since
1949,

The work of two veteran mission-
aries—one from China, onc from Bra-
zil—is also a part of the story. In the
background is the missionary labor of
British and other Baptists,

If what has happened since 1961 is
any indication of how this Christian

witness may now develop, Baptists in
the Caribbean are on their way to sig-
nificant growth at many levels. And
Southern Baptists are decply involved.

Late summer 1969 most of the
Southern Baptist missionaries working
in Caribbean countries—Bermuda, the
Bahamas, Trinidad, the Leowards,
Guadcloupe (French West Indies),
the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, and
Guyana—spent  a  week  together
studying their task and charting a re-
gional approach to their missionary
assignment in the Caribbean.

“Our hope,” cxplained Charles W,
Bryan, Forcign Mission Board sccre-
tary for Middle Amecrica and the.
Caribbean, “is to work toward goals
common to all Misslons (organiza-
tions of missionaries in given coun.
tries) but implemented according to
cach particular national situation."

From the outset of this week to-
gether, the Caribbean conference in
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Jamaica recognized Bryan's hope for
what it really is: a guideline for the
kind of coordinated approach they ex-
pect to make in the “70s—in the open-
ing of new work: as concerns lay
training and the nurture of new Chris-
tians; with regard to literature, mass
. medin, and training of ministers.

In all their deliberations the mis-
sionaries were agreed that now is the
time to work together to help meet
the needs of the modern Caribbean
man,

Pushed to define these needs, the
missionaries unanimously gave prior-
ity to spiritual matters.

“Making disciples is the hardest
part of missionary work.," Bryan in-
sisted,

The Jamaica conference experience
provided ample verification. At the
same time it confirmed the fact that
the Spirit of God is at work in them,
through them, and in the places where
they serve,

“One of the cncouraging things
about Christian service,™ said Mission-
ary Otis W, Brady of Guyana, “is that
.+« God gives us the opportunity to
participate in what he's doing.

“In Guyann, people have been very
responsive, We've seen Him touch the
hearts of East Indians, Portugucse,
Africans—all the six races there. And
it has been amazing how God has used
so many different ways."

The responsiveness

——— —

The author (v assistant to the director of audio-
visualt at the Foretgn Mission Board, Hee n\emlw
nr\n on the ?\nhn of Mkrllo ast misalon.
aricx appearcd in the November issue,

of Guyana
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Welcome in Antigua. Catholic nun, Port of Spain, Trinidad. Evangelistic poster has been added to sign listing ordinances.

stands in direct contrast to French-

speaking Guadeloupe.  Missionary
Wendell L. Page reported that this
island's twin circumstances of French
culture and tradition constitute for
midable diflicultics for evangelical
Christians.

Missionaries from Trinidad talked
about breaking down barricrs to the
gospel—racial, religious, personal.

“In Trinidad,” said one of them,
*we don't preach people into the king-
dom; we love them in™"

This serious dinlogue about evange-
lizing the Caribbean was cncouraged
by a guest, Azarinh McKenzie, gen-
cral secretary, Jamaica Baptist Union,

“The church,™ he stated, “has no
ministry but that it obtains from
Christ himself.”

Everyone recognized  the  impor-
tance of some type of organization.
There was understanding of the im-
portance of planning and financial re-
sources. But in the last analysis the
conference put priority on disciple-
making at the grassroots—at the per
sonal level,

Thus a fellowship of belicvers is
the starting point for cvangelizing.
Caribbean style. There are Christians
of many persuasions in all the islands,
including 200,000 Baptists. And since
1961 more than 2,600 persans have
been baptized into the congregations
to which Southern Baptist mission-
aries arc related.

These local congregations of be-
lievers ure—each in their own place—
Bahamians, Trinidadians. Guyanese,
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Dominicans, Jamaicans, West Indians,
But also, all of them are persons W
ing in Christ, persons related to each
other, and to  fellow  Chnstians,
through Christ,

On the basis of these relationships
the Southern Baptist misstonaries now
seving in the Caribbean have  set
themselves to the accomplishiment of
specific work in particular local sitw-
ations on the basis of comman goals.
They feel that their work is a part of
Gody grand strategy for uniting all
mankind in Christ,

“God in his  plan.”  Missionary
Frank W. Patterson reminded his fel-
low missionaries at the Jamaica con-
ference, “has not forgotten the Carib-
bean.™

With this quiet afirmation, Patter
son, missionary director of the Bap-
tist Spanish Publishing House in El
Paso, Texay, traced the histarical de-
welopments that pitted sword  against
cross in the colonization of the West-
crn Hemisphere, He talked about dis-
ciple-making in terms of the mind of
Christ.

“Missions,” he said. “is looking
with interest on the estate of others.

“It is caring for others. Sharing
with others. Daring to help others.”

Efforts to do exactly this arc under
way in the Caribbean. New forms of
witness geared to the needs of the
modern Caribbean man arc emerging.
As they do, we may well see a strang
regional approach to missions. In the
articles that follow, this approach will
be viewed in some detail.
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the conference and to serve on

¢ literature committee, | thought

We \vere going to proceed as it hap-

pens many times in committees: sit

and discuss; decide not to do any-
thing; go home.

After the second day of our com-
mittee meeting, however, | felt as
though the breath had been knocked
out of me—I realized that we were
really going to do something!

The discussion in my particular
committee brought out the need for
an imminent literature ministry in
the Caribbean. Although we deal in
English in most of the islands, the
literature from the States is not cul-
turally suited to this area’s people.

As the conference progressed |
heard, in general sessions, plans for
\ncreased television work, a pro-
posed seminary, and enlarged in-
volvement of nationals in the work.
The need for better follow-up was
emphasized, and the principles of
starting new work were outlined.

The Caribbean, | began to realize,
IS & merging mission tield, and the
projects we \were considering al-
ready exist in older mission areas.
For the first two years my husband
and | have been in Trinidad, we
have focused time and effort on the
church (with three missions), where

PEFORE | arrived in Jamaica for
t

" Tt author. Mra. David L. Martin, and her us
w have been missionares to  Trinidad since

MARCH 1970

he is pastor. Now | have realized
that our interest, thinking, and plan-
ning must include the entire region,
not just our country or the assign-
ment within our country.

What a staggering assignment to
incorporate all these i\jidelines and

insights into our work, and to put
into practice the recommendations
brought forward! Did anyone really
expect us to go back home and add
these new things to the list of things
we were already doing?

What was | to do about my feel-
ing that | am already as heavily in-
volved as | dare to be in order to
keep a balance in my own life?

What was | to do about the fact
that | have three young children
and feel | need to spend more time
at home?

How many interests can a mis-
sionary’s emotions absorb? One's
assignment within a country and his
concern with the total work of his
country can consume his emotional
capacity.

There must be some solution
other than for all of us to leave the
conference and go back to increase
our work loads.

A recurring thread windi:g
throughout the conference provid
a key to the dilemma:

Increase the involvement of na-
tionals in the work!

Our challenge is not to increase
our list of commitments. Rather, we

are to look at what we have been
doing with these questions in mind:
What particular jobs am | doing that
can be turned over to a national
now? Is there some job which a na-
tional cannot assume immediately
due to the neced of a special skill?
Could the missionary invest his time
in training a national to take it over
in the future?

Is the missionary leading in any
organization or undertaking which
is completely missionary-initiated,
missionary-promoted, and mission-
ary-led? It so, he could be spending
his time uselessly, possibly carrying
out his own desires. This situation
ought to be reviewed as to whether
it should even exist, since it reflects
no national interest or leadership.

Could we survey our total situ-
ation (not only the jobs we hold
personally) .and make as a primary
goal the increasing of national in-
volvement? For example, do nation-
als need to serve on planning com-
mittees which are now made up to-
tally of missionaries?

My sense of fright diminished as
the conference closed. Perhaps |
was reminded of what the intention
of every missionary should be: not
to perform on cue, but to enable
nationals to carry out their work.
Not our work, not an echo of Chris-
tian life as it is lived in the United
States, but their own expression of
the Christian life.




ATE SUMMER 1962 one missionary

couple, Otis and Martha Brady,
moved from the Bahamas, their first
assignment, to Guyana (then British
Guinnn), a Caribbean outpost on the
South American continent.

They ostablished  residence  in
Georgetown, the capital, and  after
initinting Christian services in its mul-
tirncial population, the Bradys visited,
among other places, the Wakinam 1s-
land arcn. With the help of a former
student from the Bahamas they began
open=air services, not in the village
Brady first thought most logical (per-
mission was denied because of politi-
cal mecetings), but at a village called
Muariah's Pleasure,

“The morning after the first meot-
ing," Brady recalled, “a young school-
teacher came to the house where we
were staying.” A member of the team
asked {f he were a Christian,

“No," said the teacher, “that is just
the business 1 came to talk to you
about,”

“"Were you in the mecting last
night?”

“No, but | heard part of it.”

In the conversation that followed,
the schoolteacher told about visits to
more than 40 medicine men in his
cfforts to find personal satisfaction,

“Heo gave his heart to the Lord in o
trembling way," Brady said.

From this oxperience the young
schoolteacher  straightencd out his
common-law marringe and touched
tho lives of cvery member of his fam-
ily as well as others in the commu-
nity.

“It was just like stopping out of

EVANGELIZING

a midnight darkness,” he explained
later.

“Midnight darkness?"

In the sun-sand-surf of the Carib-
bean?

Ye¢s,

Few thoughtful tourists miss know-
ing that there is more to any placo
than mceets the cye. No Christian can
miss knowing that natural surround-
ings, however magnificent, do not sat-
isfy the human heart. Or meet its deep
needs,

Missionaries are in the Caribbean
today because the Christian gospel
dispels “midnight darkness.”

“It's casy,” snld one of them, “to
find a listening car.”
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By Johnni Johnson

But cven if It were not, Southern
Baptist misslonaries would still be
sccking out hundreds of places—as
different as Georgetown and Marlah's
Pleasurc—to tell people that in Jesus
Christ, God comes to man,

Historically Southern Baptists arc
latecomers to thc Caribbean. Practi-
cally on our doorstep, it has long pro-
vided familiar stopovers for mission-
aries en route to South America, But
only in recent ycars, cspeclally since
1961, has it been included in over-
all mission strategy.

“We are in the Caribbean now,”
declared Charles W, Bryan, the For-
cign Mission Board's sccretary for
Middle America and the Caribbean,
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Warren Johnson

Aroo Socrotary Charlos W. Bryan at rogional mooting of Caribboan missionaries in Jamaica,

“and we arc going to be in all the
Caribbean.”

All the Caribbcan—from Grand
Bahama in the Atlantic (but actually
north of Miami Beach) to New Am-
sterdam in Guyana—covers a lot of
ground. And water, Actually the Car-
ibbean is islands, Many islands,

Cuba, the largest, is not a part of
this story because for many years mis-
slonarics of thc Southern Baptist
Home Misslon Board have worked
there. The same s truc for Pucrto
Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. But
with these exceptions Southern Bap-
tists scrve the Caribbean through the
Foreign Mission Board.

The story of this scrvice dates from
1951, when a veteran missionary cou-
ple, the H. H. McMillans of China,
went to Nassau in the Bahamas, Thelr
purposc was to assist Bahamian Bap-
tists in theological education. Soon the
McMillans were joined by Dr., and
Mrs, John Mein, vetcrans of mission-
ary scrvicc in Brazil, In time they
were joined by younger couples—the
Emit Rays (1954) and the Otis
Bradys (1956).

“When this Mission began coming
in contact with students from through-
out the Caribbean,” Bryan related,
“they (the Mission) camc to feel the
heartbeat of the entire Caribbean, and
immediately recommendations were
made by them to open new work.”

In response to a request from the
Bahamas Mission, Bryan, together
with Baker J. Cauthen, FMB cxecu-
tive sccretary, and Frank K. Mcans,

MARCH 1970

then sccretary for Latin  America
(now sccretary for South America),
made a Caribbean survey in 1961,

From that survey came recommen-
dations that missionarics be appointed
and opportunitics sought:

to open English-spenking work In the

West Indinn Confederation, in Brit-
ish Quiann [now Guyana] and Ber-
mudan;

to open Spanish-speaking work in the

Dominlcan Republic and French-
speaking work in the French Wost
Indles;
also that the Jamaica Baptist Unlon be
assurcd once again
of the Foreign Misslon Bonrd's willing-
ness to nssist with specinl projects,
with tralned personnel and with
specific ministries,

On the basis of these recommenda-
tions the Foreign Mission Board
sought to match missionaries to op-
portunitics,

1962: Missionary Howard Shoe-
make and his family transferred from
Ecuador to the Dominican Republic.
That same yecar the Otis Bradys moved
from the Bahamas to Guyana, and the
Emit Rays went to Trinidad.

1963: Missionary Dottson Mills and
his family transferred from Argentina
to Jamalca,

1964 Missionary Willlam H. Cain
and Mrs. Cailn arrived in Guadecloupe
to begin Baptist work in the French
West Indles,

1966: Misslonary Robert Harrls
and his family arrlved in Bermuda,

1968: The Vernon Sydows arrived
in the Leeward Islands and a year

later were jolned by the Brown
Hughes family, who also live on An-
tigua but are responsible for work on
nearby St. Kitts,

1969: Missionary A. Clark Scanlon
was named ficld representative for the
Caribbean,

As this decade begins, 84* mission-
ary personncl arc assigned to the Car-
ibbecan. When the Daniel Carroll fam-
ily rcaches Jamaica at midyear, there
will be reinforcements in every place
since first entry.

How is the work progressing?

Guadeloupe: Pioneer Field

In Guadcloupe, for example, there
is a ncw congregation of bellevers—a
church—in Pointe-A-Pitre, the capital,
and also a preaching mission in ncar-
by Bemio.

Guadecloupe is French; in fact, it is
an overseas department of France,
alang with Martinique (where as yet
no Southern Baptist missionaries work,
but for which plans arc in the mak-
ing). French s the official language
on Guadcloupe and people do speak
French for official busincss ond at
school, But in more intimate clrcles it
is replaced by an unwritten creole,

Beginning in 1964 the Willlam H.
Cains spent a ycar getting the Mission
properly registered with the govern-
ment. They were able, through a book
center, to establish a few contacts,

“Our rclationship to the French
Baptist Union,” explained Missionary

* 55 career missionaries, 22 missionary associates,
and 7 missionary journsymen,
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Missionary Paul E. Pottor loads pastoral training group in Dominican Republic.

Wendell Page, “is fraternal; we use
literature from France and maintain
closc contact with the president of
Fronch Baptists.”

Perhaps 95 percent of the Guade-
loupcans arc of African origin; there
are a few East Indians, a few Chinese,
n fcw whites.

As concerns the gospel, Guadeloupe
must be considered n ploncer mission
ficld. The background is Roman Cath-
olic. For most pcople church life and
social lifc arc so closely bound that
when the gospel is preached they have
to come to grips with somcthing com-
pletely new,

Pcople in the two small congrega-
tions the Pages serve have had to pay
n tremendous price for their Christlan
decisions—a price in soclal ostracism.
This despite the fact that scparation
of church and state is nccepted policy.

“In the intertwining of church and
culture here,” Page pointed out, “we
arec more often ignored than perse-
cuted. We can distribute tracts, We
can broadcast our message through
the facllities of a neighboring network.
With proper permission we can preach
in public rallics.”

Working through Dominicans

Soon after the Paul Potters arrived
in the Dominican Republic, they went
to live in Santingo, the sccond city of
the country. They visited with people,
trying to get acquainted. They studied
Spanish. They kept praying for the
Lord's leadership in the opening of
Baptist work in Santiago.

Onc opportunity proved to be a

group of neighbothood boys Paul

played ball with, Christian services
were begun in a carport.

After two years there were 15 mem-
bers in the congregation, and the work
also included evangelical services in
second location in the city.

“In the Dominican Republic,” Pot-
ter sald, “a missionary must start new
work from nothing. There are no Bap-
tists. Thore arc no pcople who have
ever heard of Baptists. There are few
who have cver heard of cvangelical
Christians.

“Our goal is to establish many
churches—through Dominicans. Un-
less we do it through them there is
not much hope for expansion. Right
now I'm spending much time with
four pcople. But our goal is to train
these people to start new work, so
that they can train other people, and
they still others.

“If this can happen in Santo Do-
mingo and in Santiago, it can happen
in other places, too.

“Another arcn of our work is a
medical assistance program,” Potter
continued. “Actually there's need in
the Dominican Republic for any kind
of social work. But we usc church
buildings as weekday locations for out-
patient medical clinics. Pcople come
to the clinic, sce a doctor—the doctors
and others working in these clinics
arc Dominicans—and get the medis
cine they need. The medicine is free,
The service rendered is a tremendous
Christian testimony to the poor and
the wealthy as well.”

When this ministry was opened in

the church in Santingo, Potter went to
the newspapers there, “two national pa-
pers, and one local one. They were all
interested.  Later I commented to a
staff member from onc of the papers
that they had not put an article in the
paper about the clinic opening.™

“You didn't get a picture to me,”
he complained.

“If 1 do, will you tell our story?”

When he agreed, Potter looked for
a photographer.

“I won't charge you anything,” one
said.

“He wanted to use his own time and
film so we would have a picture for the
ncewspaper because he realized the
great need in his own country,” Potter
added.

Obviously missionaries have to
move carefully in this type of social
service. Physical nced is cverywhere.
Around the church in Santiago live
70,000 people. This one clinic could
casily have 150 patients a day, but
fow ficld missionarics can afford to
spend all their time in any onc effort.

In a country like the Dominican
Republic the ficld missionary's pur-
pose is to train national Christians, to
teach people how to train others. The
hope is to help develop many strong
congregations. In the Dominican Re-
public. Baptists hope to double their
strength in ten years.

Trinidad: A Mixed Group

In Trinidad Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries are related to three Baptist

Vernon Sydow at church in Antigua.

THE COMMISSION




churches and seven missions. These
congregations cooperate with the Trin-
idad Bapist Union of 18 churches, and
the Independent Baptist Mission,
which broke from the Union 20 yecars
ago and now counts 22 churches in its
fellowship.

Baptists in Trinidad come from all
walks of life. The San Fernando
Church is made up of East Indians
and Africans, some of them middle
class. The church served by Mission-
ary Harold Lewis is largely East Indi-
an, but there are Negrocs, too, and all
from lower middle class to poor peo-
ple. Across the valley in the western
part of Port of Spain. the capital, the
Baptist congregation is a mixed group.
For the most part these believers are
clerks and shopkeepers. They work in
radio and television plants. They are
faithful, industrious, dependable.

Since 1969, with the arrival of Mis-
sionaries John Sanderson and Shelby
Smith, a camp program and religious
education in local churches will be in-
creasingly strong emphases of Baptist
work in Trinidad.

In the Leewards

On Antigua there is onc Baptist
church. On St. Kitts there are two
strong churches.

“Generally speaking,” sald Mission-
ary Vernon Sydow, “the pcople in
these Leeward Islands have a religious
bent. The dominant religious group is
the Anglican Church. There are also
Mcthodists, Roman Catholics, Mo-
ravians, and others. Numerically
speaking, Baptists arc probably the

smallest group in the area.

“In the Antigua church the leadors
arc Antiguans, with the exception of
one young man from St. Lucia. Fre-
quently we have visitors—from Ha-
waii, from England, from many of
the Caribbean Islands.”

Bahamas: Being Available

In the Bahamas svangelizing—at
least from Southern Baptists' view-
point—is a matter of being available
to help.

There are cight differcnt Baptist as-
sociations in the country. There are
also independent Baptist churches not
affiliated with any association.

Knowing about these different
groups and the cxpanse of territory
covered, the Bahamas Baptist Mission
has as its stated purpose ‘“to ovan-
gelize, to develop, and to strengthen
(through training) the Baptist witness
and work in thc Bahama Islands.”

In accomplishing this purpose, the
Mission is willing to work coopera-
tively with Baptist churches, organi-
zations, missions, associations, and
conventions.

After his last furlough Missionary
Ernest E. Brown, Sr,, returned to Nas-
sau without responsibility in the high
school (which the Baptist Mission is
in the process of phasing out) and
without pastoral responsibility. This
circumstance proved to be his big
break. He began visiting congregations
and offering himself to preach. Later,
after the First Baptist Church of Free-
port called a pastor, Missionary Carroll
Veach was able to do the same thing.

Missionary Howard L. Shoemake and assistant pastor in Dominican Republic.
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Bahamians responded to these mis-
sionaries’ availability.

“But the real beginning,”" declared
Brown, “came in the Crusade of the
Americas.”

Late spring 1969, Claude H. Rhea,
Jr., now of Samford University (Bir-
mingham, Alabama), and S. M. Lock-
ridge, a pastor from San Diego, Cali-
fornia, visited the Bahamas. Rhea
sang; Lockridge preached. Both men
shared their Christian testimony.

“We had a good program,”" Brown
said, “but we didn't have the attend-
ance we should have had.”

When he next met with the Crusade
coordinator and treasurer, Brown
asked why they thought the services
were not better attended.

“We didn't have cnough support,”
one suggested.

“Couldn't we bring all the Baptist
bodics in on the planning?" Brown
inquired.

After some hesitation it was agreed
to try. It was also agreed to begin
planning for specific activitics in Nas-
sau the week after Easter. Crossing
associational lines in the project, the
coordinating committee located 45
Baptist churches in Nassau and on-
virons and during the Crusade em-
phasis had 36 of them working to-
gother for the first time over.

From Nassau—and New Providence
Island where it is located—the Crusade
impetus spread to other islands. To
Exuma. To Inagua. To Ragged Island.

“We don't plan too far in advance,”
Brown noted, “but the Baptist pastors
. + . accepted the challenge to go to
all of Bahamas—in 1969.

“And,"” he added, “if we can unite
in this, woe can do other things to-
gether.”

Emphasis on Salvation

Like Guyana and the Bahamas, Ber-
muda is not technically in the Carib-
bean. But actually Bermuda is much
more closely related to the islands
south of it than to the United States.

In Bermuda the First Baptist
Church came into being in the late
1950s because American military per-
sonnel stationed there wanted Sunday
School and the other experiences of
Baptist church life for their children.
Its first pastor was an American air-
man, later ordained by his home
church in Texas., After its sccond
pastor was forced home by illness, the
congregation turned to the Foreign
Mission Board asking for a leader to
continue the witness developed in a

7
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Contral Church in Goorgotown,
Guyana, on a Sunday morning.
Right: Missionary Otis W. Brady

decade of congregational life,

Over Christmas 1965, Misslonary
Robert Harris, who had formerly
served in Peru, visited Bermuda,

During Harris' first day a man
stopped the deacon who was showing
the missionary around.

“Your church's bullding permit has
just been granted,” the man announced,

Later, in the office of n member of
the Bermudian parlinment, Harris was
told: “Our familics have been mem-
bers of the established church here for
generations. But young people don't
go to church. If you have something
that can help young people find a place
for God in their lives, you arc nceded
in Bermuda,”

Within a short time Harrls, with his
family, returned to Bermuda. The con-
gregation finished their new building.
Later a television ministry was inaugu-
rated. Now, through the ministerial
assoclation, Harris works with the min-
isters of SO free churches on the island,

“Our emphasis here,” Harrls stated,
“Is on the ecxpericnce of salvation.
Leaders in our community have dis-
covered that a Baptist family striving
to win people to Christ and to grow
church has a contribution to make.
Pcople trying to cntertain the college
students, who comc in droves, are
happy when we arranged o ‘singout’ or
ivite people In to talk with students
about spiritunl matters. They recognize
that this makes for a better community.
It's a unique contribution.”

Jamaica, Conference Site

“Once of the distinctive character-
istics of Jamalca Baptist work,”" de-
clared Azarinh McKenzie, its exccu-
tive sccretary, “has always been its
concern for cvangelism.”

and family, first Southern
Baptist missionaries in Guyana,

Since the carly '50s, specially chosen
groups of Southern Baptist ministers
and laymen have joined Jamalcan pas-
tors in simultancous cvangelistic cru-
sndes. All of this, McKenzlo feels, was
a fitting prelude to the Crusade of the
Amcricas, which, cven now, cannot be
asscssed in its total effect upon the
churches and national life in the Carib-
bean. But, for sure, thousands made
decisions to follow Christ, and many
expericnced rencwal,

Missionary Dottson Mills, Jamaica,
served as Caribbean coordinator for
the Crusade. His cvaluation is that the
Crusade “opencd many doors of op-
portunity and acceptability for *Christ,
the Only Hope.'"

All this for onc purpose: to per-
sunde men and women to personal en-
counter with Jesus Christ.

This process of cvangelizing, with
all its angles and ramifications, was at
the heart of the Jamalca conference
(sec story, page 1).

A committecc on the opening and
nurture of new work put it like this:

“We belleve that the reason for

opening new work is to glorify Jegus
Christ by winning the greatest possible
number of souls to him, and to estab-
lish national churches for the nourish-
ment and utilization of these beliovers,
and to proepare them for nctive disciple-
ship.”

This committee identified four guide-
lines for determining where new work
should be started: (1) the spiritual
nced of the community; (2) the ex-
tent and cflectivencss of other cvan-
gelical witness, with priority being
given those arens which have little or
none; (3) the possibility of sponsor-
ship, rccognizing that work will de-
velop more rapidly by having a sym-

)
Joseph D. Underwood
pathetic Initial contact; (4) carcful
consideration of population factors.
The committee had two other state-
ments to mako:

that missionary oxpansion in ita last
annlysla depends upon praying for,
and the discovery, ronching, and
training of, national leaders on all
lovels;

and that in the development of now

work, evangolism, worship, and ro-
liglous education muat be used
simultancously.

The committec on lay training and
the nurture of new converts wrestled
with the fact that “alarming numbers
of pcople who make professions of
faith do not follow through." There-
fore, they paid particular attention to
the “interlor life” and personal fel-
lowship of the now Christian as well
as the personal ministry of the mis-
slonary.

The committec on ministerial train-
ing dcalt with the nced for a multi-
level approach—from short-term Insti-
tutes to university level theologleal
training—in keeping with cxisting cul-
tural patterns and geared to mission-
ary outreach. At the same time they
insisted upon the recognition of the
fact that the call of God and spiritual
gifts must be the criteria for ordina-
tion,

Taken together, the Jamaica con-
ference deliberations and the experi-
cnces of Southern Baptist missionarics
in the Carlbbean point to the fact that
cvangelizing, Caribbean style, Is dif-
ferent in cvery place,

At the same time, its purpose Is to
strengthen all the local congregations.
For by God's Spirit such congregations
arc cnabled to help their fellowmen
lcave any personal “midnight dark-
ncss” for the light of the Sun of
Rightcousness.
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To the
Bahamas
on Business

MARCH 1970

Somn go to the Bahamas for a vacation;

somo go out of curlosity; some go on
business trips. My reason for going last
summer was probably a mild combina-
tion of these reasons,

It Is no socret that after nine months
of school a “professional student” Is usu-
ally looking for some way to spend the
summer that would serve as a refreshing
change from the hectic life of the cam-
pus. And most pcople are curlous about
a tourist city like Nassau; I am not un-
like the normal porson. And I definitely
was on a business trip, though the busli-
ness was of a more urgent and eternal
naturo than that of most businessmen.

Arriving at Nassau's International Air-
port in a rainstorm and being grooted the
first night with cots set up in a school
was only a forctasto of the adjustments
that were to bo ours. Before the summor
was over our exporience would run the
gamut from slecping on a bed which

By Jerry W. Squyres

had more humps than springs to carry-
ing water from o pump that scemed to
be miles from our “summer home.”

But we justified the experiences as
onco-in-a-lifetime opportunities that weo
wero privileged to enjoy! Through it all
we survived—sometimes laughing, some-
times crying, somotimes not quite sure
how to express our emotions,

Most of the summer was spent in
Vacation Biblo Schools throughout the
islands, The key to success was versa-
tility, faith, and love mingled with an
oxtra portion of paticnce, for it wasn't
unusual to teach moro than one age
group or to have as many as 40 in a class
with only one toacher, Children's ages
in our schools ranged from six months
to 23 years. Yet if this presented a prob-
lem, It was almost completely solved by
tho Interest and cnthusiasm of the chil-
dren,

Promotion and publicity were the least




Author Jerry
Squyres, one of
the Southwestern
Seminary students
who served

in the Bahamas
last summaer.
Photo, page 9,
shows him with
an outdoor class.

Lea Bonnett,
anothar studant,
chocks mail with
Missionary Nona
Bickerstatf, who
workaed in Bahamas
for a summeor
while in seminary.
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of our problems. To tell one child the
Vacation Bible School team had arrived
was sufficient to bring ewery child in the
community—and some outside the com-
munity—within minutes.

If 1 had to choose one week that 1l
felt was the most rewarding, I would
choose the week my wife and I and a
Bahamian worker lived in a settlement
named Forest.

Forest was small, and the life of the
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settlement revolved around the church.
Unlike the situation in other localities,
by the time we arrived in Rareat the chik
dren had been dismissed from school for
the summer vacation.

We lived next door to the church.
Since community life centered on the
church, one can imagine the prvacy—aor
rather the lack of it—that was ours. The
hours we had free from company. either
inside or at the windows, were few,

MARCH 1970

Sl thins week proved one of the st
oxatting and TulARing of the stmmer bes
QAWE We were ablke to hecanwe wall acs
Quatntad  with the boys and girks with
whom we worked. In spite of the facts
that they could run faster, throw rocks
harder and straighter, and stand on their
hoads longer, wWe bhecame close friends.
From these friendships came sone of the
summers best opportunities.

The sunmer at tinves passed quickiy,

Robert Dickerson
(center), student
who ted the

summer project,
chats with Jerry

at other times rather slowly. The time
ahwvays went faster than the canned food
we hlessed before every meal. The sume
mer was good and improved with each
passing day: the food was good but
became less appetizing with each day.

Thronghout the summer, we had a
wnique sense of the of God and
of being used by God. Such is atways
the case when a person invests his life
in the life of another.

Center and left:
Sahamas B8ible
schoot—=tining up
and dassgimm

Photography by
Bob Harper and
. Warren Johnson

1

and Nrs. Squyres.
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HELPING
CHURCHES
GROW

By Johnni Johnson

0 ik Southern Baptist Convention in 1954 the

Forcign Misston Board reported the organization of
the Bahamas Baptist Mission, It was, the Board said,
a midyear event of 1983, participated in by four mission-
aries Who had taken wp residence in Nassau,

Already, the report continued, these two missionary
couples  had  discovered 210 Baptist churches in  six
associations,

The fact of Baptist churches in the Bahamas and else-
where in the Canbbean was o surprise. The missionaries
weit purpasely o offer assistance to local Baptist con-
trepations. They knew the churches were there. They
knew some of the history, oo

The story of Baptist witness in the Caribbean is a
long one. In Jamaica @ dates from 1793, Baptists in
Trntdad trace their heginnings back to 1812, Baptists
wore known to have been i British Guiana, now indepen-
dent Guyana, as carly ax 1843,

The full story of Christian work in the Caribbean shows
that Baptisty there have had, and still maintain, ties with
follow Baptaty in Great Britain, France, and the United
States,

But history v not always cnough to keep churches
Lrowing. Sometimes they need assistanee from mission-
ariey Who undenstand the nature of the church well enough
W inspire churches at the grassrouts,

Such nussionaries act as the catalyst. Patiently, and for
ay long as iy necessary, they walk alongside Christian
brethren, They venture sugpestions about how to do this
or that. They sit through endless committee  meetings.
They seek to build bridges of trust between individual
nmembery of local congregations and among churches.

They begin from the promise that whatever evolves
must fit—and serve—the local situation, must belong to
the peopley culture,

In mission steatepy this approach is called the principle
of indigercity—just a long Latin way of meaning that
which grows naturally in the local environment.

AN they tey to help churches in the Caribbean coun-
trics Qrow, missionaries wear many hats, function in many
roles, In one situation & missionary may be a kind of
adviser, an arbitratar, a consultant. ln another he may
be asked to teach, both formally and informally. Some-
times he hay to feel out his role, however long the
process may take,

In Trinidad, Missionary Reginal A Hill serves on the
steering committee of the Baptist Union of Trinidad. This
organization dates back to the arrival of slaves from the
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Carolinas about the time of the \War of 1812, Later, help
was requested from the British Missionary Society. Still
later, there was a long period during which British help
was withdrawn, though BMS missionaries returned in
1947, In the process, misunderstandings occurred, and
divisions came in the Union. Naw it faces the problem
of elderly, and often inadeuately trained, leaders.

In his work Hill preaches in many churches and makes
suggestions for improving worship and Christian educa-
tion mcthods. More recently, Missionary Shelby A. Smith
has transforred from  Ecuador to  assist Trinidadian
churches in the arca of religious Eucation.

ln Jamaica, Missionary Dottson L. Mills works with
ofticers and congregations of the Jamaica Buptist Union.
He has special assignments in the arcas of stewardship,
evangelism, and mass media,

Baptists in Jamaica attach signiticance to the fact that
Mills and his family arrived on the fiest anniversary of
national independence. From their viewpoint the Millses
are partners in the gospel. With appreciation for carly
missionaries who sponsored Christitn work in their midst,
the Jamaicans feel that their growth to the present enables
them to be—and to have—partners (as contrasted to
sponsors or proprietors) in the gospel.

“What a difference this has made!™ exclaimed Azarinh
McKenzie, general secretary of the Jamaica Baptist
Union. “The Millses have come as workers together
with us, and with God.™

Scerctary McKenzie speaks for many national Baptist
leaders. Bvangelism and church development in the Car-
ibbean is their job, Missionaries—Southern Baptists and
others—have a work to do in the Caribbean because
sometimesy, in the setting forward of the gospel, they can
come alongside the national brethren as helpers. They can
work as partnersy with them,

Often such work must be a long-term contribution,
To be significant if must involve growing an under-
standing of the national background, a sympathetic ap-
proach to brethren of differing ideas, a willingness to
help heal breaches in human trust, a desire to serve and
to demonstrate the reconcilintion Jesus came to bring.

At first glance English appears to be the common
language in most of the Caribbean, but missionaries soon
discover that the local speech—<call it creole, patois,
dialect, whatever—is the language of the heart. This, of
course, keeps missionaries studying the fine points of
local speech patterns,

For this reason, national programming is their goal in
radio and television, For this same reason, indigenous
written materials are their goal in literature production.

There are, of course, opportunities for stateside Chris-
tians to become personally involved in the Caribbean,
Like in the case of Americans living and working in the
Caribbean, Like with a few churches, such as Freeport
First Baptist on New Providence Island in the Bahamas,
which called a pastor from the United States. Like the
case of Missionary Robert Harris, who serves a congre-
gation in Bermuda.

Or like the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
(Ft. Worth, Texas) project in the Bahamas,

For the record, it is a fact that the two missionary
couples who organized the Bahamas Baptist Mission—the
H. H. McMillans, formerly of China, and the John
Meinscs, formerly of Brazil—were not the first Southern
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Baptists to work with Bahamian Baptists, That honor
probably belongs to students of Southwestern Seminary,
because that 1954 FMB report to the Southern Baptist
Conventlon also includes this paragraph:

A group of Southwestern Seminary studonta have apent
two summer months for four consecutive years conducting
Vacation Bible Schools In the islands. In 195} the group
consisted of ton students with Rev. and Mrs. J. R. Boles s
londora. Bealdea instructing and encouraging workers in the
churches, thoy hold 14 different schools and touched the
lives of more than two thousund Bahamian children.

The sequel to this report is that in 1969, for the 20th
consccutive summer, Southwestern Seminary students
worked in Vacation Bible Schools in the Bahamas,

The 1969 toam of six students included Jorry Squyres
(sco page 9), who served two years in Talwan under the
Missionary Journcyman Program before ecnrolling at
Southwestern, Now serving on the missionary staff in the
Bahamas is Miss Nonn Kay Bickerstaff, a member of
the 1964 Southwestern team,

Altogether, ten Southern Baptist missionaries now over-
sons have participated in a seminary team project in
the Bahamas,

The pastor of Emmanuel Baptist Church at Hawkes-
ville on Grand Bahama Island is a product of this Vaca-
tion Bible School work. So is Melvin Rahming, who now,
with an M.A. in English from the University of Okla-
homa, Is back home teaching.

Increasingly, Bahamian young people ask to work in
this summer program. Asked why, one of them said: *1
want to help others know Jesus as I have come to
know him."

“Year by year,” sald Missionary Ernest Brown, “the
students have lived and worked with our young people,
cating with them, praying with them. The results are
accumulative.”

Sometimes churches come Into existence and grow in
clrcumstances most people would consider unfavorable—
sometimes by the Lord's grace at work in the life of a
person whom few would expect to possess leadership
abilitles,

Consider the case of Pastor William Conner, who lives
on the island of St, Kitts in the Leewards, His background
is Anglican, though he was converted in a Methodist
revival and later, after a visit to the United States,
became a Baptist,

1/ '&*
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In 1959 he was working in an Anglican church and at
the same time was a leader in Sunday School work. When
his zeal incurred the displensure of his ecclesinstical
superiors, he was relleved of his job and saw the Sunday
Schools he had begun shut down.

Some men would have quit. But Brother Conner (as
he is called on St. Kitts) started over and gradually built
another Sunday School. On a visit to New York in 1960
he discovered that he was n Baptist, was baptized, and
returncd to his home island to continue Sunday School
work and cventually to establish a congregation of
believers,

He made contact with tho Foreign Mission Board in
1968 and requested “someone to help in the training of
young ministers, and mysolf."

Brother Conner was not kidding. Missionary Vernon
E. Sydow, Jr., reports that there arc probably 20 young
men on St, Kitts interested in theological training, at least
10 of whom feel called to the Christian ministry.

Brother Conner has worked with these young men, but
he is the first to admit that he cannot give them the
training they neced. All he knows he has learned by
himself, and he hopes his successors can have a botter
cducation,

“For a St. Kitts man,” said Missionary Sydow, “Conner
himsclf is probably above avernge in formal cducation.
He has applicd himself diligently, developed his insights,
and brondened his knowledge. He has studied thcology.
Bible, and some sccular subjects. In this he i unique,
when you think about how few men posscss the capacity
to cducate themselves,"

Pastor Conner's library is an up-to-date collection of
theological materinls. He is an avid reader, despite the
fact that at the age of 19 he lost the sight of onc eye.
Now his friends know that Conner has glaucoma in the
other eye and may lose his vision entirely.

“This man understands St. Kitts pcople,” declared
Sydow. “To lose him would be a tremendous loss to the
work in the Eastern Caribbean.”

In Antigun, where Sydow scrves the Central Baptist
Church in St. Johns, Christian work, including Baptist
witness, has suffered from a succession of independent
missionarics who have stayed for short periods of time
and then moved on. In fact, the presence of the Sydows
and the Brown Hugheses on Antigun marks the first time

Pastor Willlam Conner of 8t. Kitts
usos PA systom to call children to
Bible school (conter), lines them up.
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—oxcept for Trinidnd—that missionaries have actually
resided in the castern Caribbean,

Antigun is tourist-oriented, and there are few jobs.

“Personally,” forecast Sydow, “I anticipate that within
20 ycars we will be ministering to n middle-nged and
clderly group of pcople. Slowly these islands will depop-
ulate because the young cannot sustain themselves cco-
nomically. Right now we are searching for methods to
rench young people before they start to leave the Lee-
wards—secking a better life.”

“We arc desperately trying to make plans for this,”
commented Hughes, “and T would say that on St. Kitts
there seems to be n greater interest among young people
than we have found on Antigua.”

For this intcrest, both missionaries give credit to
Brother Conner. He understands the pecople he serves.
He knows how to reach them. He involves them in the
church's services. Somchow he shares with them a deep
sense of commitment to Christ,

The missionaries' slow work of preaching and minis-
terial training in Antigua and St. Kitts is matched by a
different kind of slowness in Guadeloupe. Like Antigua
and St, Kitts, Gundcloupe is also in the Leewards group
(ten islands in all arc in this group, sometimes called
the Lower Antilles). But the language is French. The
island is not indcpendent but rather a department of
France with a predominantly Roman Catholic background.

Here two missionary couples—the Wendell Pages and
the Bob Teemses—are not so much sceking to mend a
history of tragedy and conflict among Christinns as to
begin an ovangelical witness,

“A curious thing about our work in Guadeloupe,"
noted Page, "“is the way pcople reccive the gospel. Deci-
slons are ncver made rapidly. After scveral months, or
cven years, of attending services a person may make a
commitment to the Lord.

“For example, in the spring of 1967 my wife and 1
started n new work in a small town five miles from
Pointe-d-Pitre. From the beginning we noticed an clderly
woman in her 70s and a man in his 40s. After cach
service I sought to encourage any who would sincercly
accopt the Lord to do so. We had an cvangelistic offort
with a rcasonably good number attending the meotings.
But months went by without any indication that anybody
would recelve the message and become a Christian,

Photos by Warren Johnson
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“Finally, after nearly a year, the clderly woman came
to me after a service to say that she had made her
decision to accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour. Two or
three Sundays later the man did the same thing.

“Guadelope,” added Page, “is not a paradiso for
tourists, It is a little, unknown island with a multitude
of lost pcople.”

One thing is certain: the isolation of Caribbean pcoples
one from the other has worked against a strong sonse
of belonging to the whole.

This is true in Christian work in all the islands,

It is truec cven in one country.

Consider the out-islands in the Bahamas. From Nassau,
the capital city on New Providence Island, to George-
town, on the island of Exuma, is about a hundred miles.
But in the Bahamas, Exuma has long been considered
an out-island, meaning “‘out” from Nassau. By mailboat
it is an 18-hour trip. Now that airplane travel is possible
the distance from Nassau to Georgetown can bo covered
in 30 minutes, but regularly scheduled flights are of
recent date. Few Bahamians can yot afford the cost.

The Bahamian out-islands are just one illustration of
the travel problems involved for people of limited means.
Take a good look at the map of the Caribbean. It is
scattered islands, and that's about all. There are somo
highways and few railroads; there are sea lanes and
alr routes, but these are still traveled far more often
by tourists than by local people.

“The Caribbean,” summarized Baker J. Cauthen, FMB
cxecutive secretary, after a recent visit in. tho area, “is
n tourist playground. But it is also an area where many
people are hard-pressed and poor.

“On St. Kitts T shook hands with sugar plantation
workers. Their work is hard. Their pay is small.

“If you take a second look at the Caribbean, it is
throngs of pcople with deep nceds. 1 am glad that we
are ropresented there by missionaries and that we are
sccking to do our part to mect some of those needs.”

The medical assistance program in the Dominican
Republic is a Southern Baptist response to need in tho
Caribbean. But always in the forefront is Baptists' strong
conviction that God himself is at work in the world today
and that spiritual matters arc priority items. Therefore,
one major aspect of missionary work in the Caribbean
is the patient, prayerful labor of helping churches grow.
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By Antonina Canzoneri

Appointed a misslonary in 1947, the author
1 served in Nigerla as nurse, nurting Instructor,
J and nuriing school director She was trans-
ferred to the Dahamas in 1968, A bdook of
her poetry, Letter Home, was published by

p A
Phetos by Bed Marper } Broadman Press In 1939

New Providence Island

Petrified macro.sponge,
shaved and sheared and manicured,

bullt again with limestone, sand, and soil
that man may have his customary lawn.
Conformity must supersede unique

while man is man,

no matter that unviolated ground

grows thistles

blossoming to buttercups.

Surprise

You who can scarcely tolerate
the old

will find, as we have done,

when you have come half circle,

it becomes your portion

to endure the young.
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Dead Palm Frond

Relaxing tired hands,
the withered grey frond
slips with a sigh

to the moon.satined lawn.

Tomorrow we'll treat it as clutter.

Tonight it is lying In state Person

under the towering ' It s inherent

moon.lighted in being a person

tapers of palms. that one is not
expendable.

16 THE COMMISSION

| Y
|




s 4

————— e
By Johnni Johnson
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IN THE patient, prayerful labor of
helping churches grow in the Carib-
bean, Christian disciple-making is os-
sentially a person-to-person proposi-
tion—grassroots  work, face-toface
contact in specific circumstances.

Missionaries know this. Wherover
they are, persuading this man or that
woman to meet Jesus Christ is their
thing. With them it is a matter of
gaining a hearing for the gospel. Day
after day their big question is “how.”
How to get the dinlogue going.
How to say, “God cares for you, and
we do, too."”

Happily the little pronoun we offers
clues about the process of disciple-
making. Some of the process depends
upon what we pcople—Christian dis-
ciples—do, but not altogether. For
God himsclf works in and through the
Christ-followers. Some of the process
is group action in the local congrega-
tion of belicvers, and through them.
And here, besides the Spirit's power,
specialized work by n few often en:
ables the whole followship to do “to-

- gether what no one person could do

alone.

Many work at the job of gathering
together at a given time and place
those who want—who can be persund-
cd—to hear the story of God's grace
and love. To study the Bible. To share
in understanding the human pilgrim-
age. To grow toward wholeness of life.

MARCH 1970

Searching

All the while, during the gathering-
in process, one or a few may be con-
centrating on how to talk about God's
grace and love in terms of the group's
life situation,

Lifc being what it is, it is not hard
to sce why many missionaries today
fecl that communications skills are all-
important in telling the Christian
messnge,

These skills open to missionaries
opportunitics to use the mass media
to search out a hearing for the gospel
—to cstablish contact with those to
whom the Spirit of God is speaking,
to spark a person's imagination with
regard to spiritual realities,

“In Guyana," declared Missionary
Otis W. Brady, “all of us are involved
in the radio ministry in onc way or
another, cither as seccretaries to the
broadcasts or in the praduction of the
programs themselves, National Chris-
tinns participate in the broadcasts, and
cach missionary assumes his turn as
responsible for the program on one of
the Guyanese stations.”

In Bermuda, First Baptist Church,
Devonshire, presents  the television
program “The Answer” each Saturday
cvening at 6:30 with “live” introduc-
tion and sign-off by Missionary Robert
L.. Harris.

“We have found,” said Harrls, “that
people in Bermuda appreciate a pro-
gram which is cvidently planned to

Bod Harpar Phate

Out a Hearing

strengthen the Christian faith of every-
one here."

When a group of young people from
First Baptist Church, Dallas, Toxas,
visited Antigua to assist in a particular
project of the Crusade of the Ameri-
cas, the missionaries called on them
to speak on the radio.

On Guadeloupe, French Baptists
help with radio programs. Messages
by pastors in the French Baptist Fed-
cration are taped through the facilities
of the recording studio at the inter-
national Baptist Theological Seminary
in Switzerland and sent to the West
Indies free of charge.

“In my judgment,” remarked Mis-
sionary Wendell Page, who serves on
Guadeloupe, “radio broadcasting in
the Caribbean is very important, Tele-
vision is not so popular as, for ox-
ample, in the United States or in other
more developed countries, but every-
body listens to radio broadcasts. 1
belicve our radio program reaches
places we could not possibly touch
without it.

“T believe that in the future the
Baptist image and Baptist witness will
have to be greatly strengthened by
radio programs.”

In Trinidad. Missionary Harold W,
Lewis has carried the major responsi-
bility of contact for radio and tele-
vision programming throughout the
castern Carlbbean. This assignment in-
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cludes calling on station managers,
arranging botter programming sched-
ules, and sceing to the many dotails
of gotting programs on tho air. Tho
follow-up work Includes a corrospond-
onco course, which now offers studics
in the four gospels, tho Acts, and
Romans.

Ualn& the SBC Radio and Tolovi-
slon Commission program ‘“Mastor
Control” twice a week, the Trinidad
Misslon has added a 40- to 45-second
invitation to writo in for the corro-
spondenco course, For its weokly tole-
vislon program there is an ond-of-
program spot road by tho local an-
nouncor,

Theso programs are hecard in Bng-
lish in all the Islands of the castorn
Carlbboan, Responses have como from
St. Kitts, Antigua, Monserrat, Domin-
lca, St. Lucla, St. Vincent, Grenada,
Barbados, Tobago, and Trinidad. A
significant numbor of responses from
people who live on St. Vincent have
raised tho possibility of trying to got a
missionary there to follow up. Re-
sponse has nlso beon cncouraging
from Gronada,

The modern Caribbean man s
listening, For this reason the Chris-
tians there—local people and mission-
arles—are scoking to do their best
with the use of mass media.

“Mass medin,” oxplains Missionary
Alan W. Compton, FMB representn-
tivo for rndio and television in Latin
Amecrica, “are tools in our hands.”

For these rensons and others,
Christlan missionarios in the Carlb-
bean, ns clsowhore, work in communi-
cations: in broadcast medin; in print
media; in whatever ways present them-
sclves,

“Missionarics,” states Compton,
“oporate on Initintive created by op-
portunity and nced.”

He should know. After a term of
misslonary service in Chile, Compton
was named to his present responsibil-
ity for radio and television, Now based
in Moxico City, he is involved in pro-
duction and leadership training activi-
ties throughout Latin America. He has
conducted tolovision workshops at-
tended by missionaries and national
Christians ["That They Might Seo,”
Tup CoMMIssioN, January]. He Is in-
volved In the production of indigenous
(local) broadcast materlals for use on
both radlo and telovision in Latin
Amcrica. He is a strong advocate of
the use of print media along with
broadcast media,
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At this point Compton sces the
nced for what he calls “a marriage be-
tween radio and tolevision and the
literature ministry.” In his thinking it
is impossible to soparate tho broadcast
and tho cortespondonce course offered
to thoso who hear the radio program
or sco tho tolecast,

This printed material sent to the
person who writes in often initintes
dinlogue. The oxchange of lesson as-
signments  in  tho correspondence
course provides opportunity to offer
continued anssistance—the name of a
ncarby pastor who I8 happy to assist
with tho studics, for example, or an
invitation to attend a Bible class.

Talking about literature offered
through broadcast media, Compton
makes a distinction between “first con-
tact” materials and “nurture” mate-
rinls. His point is that many responses
indicate nothing more than the fact
that a person has heard the program,
or has cnough curlosity to ask for
whatever is offered—n booklet, a
calendar, the correspondence lesson,
Compton takes any response to indi-
cato at least an openness to the gospel.

How the churches respond to this
oponness may well determine how
long the opportunity will last and how

Clork in tho Trinidad Mission offico opens correspondence to Baptist radio program.
On dock In Antigua transistor is nearby. Radio-
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Christian nurturo can best be encour-
aged. From the beginning, Compton
feels, the Christians' responsibility is
to cultivate tho intorest oxpressed
when people rospond to a program
and, as quickly and carcfully as possi-
ble, to present the gospel in somo
porsonal way.

From his background and experi-
once in the media, Compton cautions
follow missionarics against thinking
that they can justify the medin—tho
timo it takes, its high cost in dollars—
by looking through their flles to find
numbers of rcsponses from persons
who say, “I have accepted Christ by
listening to your program.”

“The media are not really for that
purpose,”” Compton insists, “Some-
where along the line the personal con-
tact has to be made. The witness has
to be shared. Telling the gospel is a
person-to-person relationship.”

Thus the emphasis on follow-up.

“To be sure,” Compton adds,
“many visible results accrue from the
usc of mass media, It does help people
understand who Baptists are. There
arc many persons involved in ovan-
gelical mass medin work, and these all
fecl they can only use the medin to

(Continued on page 23)

workshop convenes In Jamaica.
Photos by Warren Johnaon
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LAND OF SURPRISES

Guyana is a fascinating land of surprises. Unless your
geography is better than that of many Southern Baptists, you
may be surprised to learn that Guyana [gye-ANNA] is located
not in Africa but on the northeast shoulder of South America.

A look into the past would tell you interesting things

‘about the Dutch, French, and British who settled this land.
You would find out, too, about African slaves and indentured
laborers who came here from China, India, and other places.
‘Knowing of such a varied background, you may be surprised
‘toidiscover that English is Guyana’s national language.

- The Country and People

~ For years, Guyana was a British colony known as British
Gucana. In 1966, the colony became a sovereign democratic
State, and plans were set in motion for it to become a coopera-

* Ve republic within a few years. The old name was abandoned

for the new - Guyana - along with many of the colonial pat-
terns. Meaningful ties with England continue, since the nation,

- by choice, remains within the British Commonwealth.

The name, Guyana, is an Amerindian (aboriginal Indian)

Word meaning “land of waters.” Here are great rivers, with

Amerindian huts clustered along their banks, and great water-
f‘f"S. one of them - famous Kaieteur - among the world’s
highest. In the jungles are beautiful flowers, rare birds, and

L 18rce jaguars, Vast resources in timber abound.

But it is surprising that in this country, the size of the
€ of Kansas, with a population of 700,000, 90 percent of

t:]he People live on about 5 percent of the land. They inhabit a
drfow, but fertile, coastal belt 270 miles long and 40 miles

:.;"085 at its widest point. At high tide, the plain lies four to

"er feet below sea level. An elaborate system of dams, sea-
1 ;.,-,,a"S, and canals reflects the influence of the Dutch on the

Nation’s |ife,
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On the planning board are ideas for developing the sparse-
ly inhabited interior of the country, with its abundance of
diamonds, gold, timber, and animal life. One day the interior,
with its riches, will come alive with people.

Guyana is one of the world’s most literate nations. Credit
is due to the vision and hard work of the early Christians who
fostered what is now Guyana's public education system. Be-
cause of the country’s high birthrate and improved health con-
ditions, the system is in need of rapid expansion. Available
already are educational opportunities from kindergarten to
university level, plus increasing possibilities for technical and
agricultural training.

Beautiful new Christian churches, Hindu temples, and
Muslim mosques indicate the three major faiths of Guyana and
the basic religious nature of the people. As a visitor in this
land, you could observe one of the various quasi-religious sects
from the United States and Africa, attend a high-church ser-
vice in the Anglican cathedral, or experience an emotion-
packed Pentecostal meeting in a “‘bottom house’’ (a building
on stilts).

As a Baptist, you would find your greatest thrill in wor-
shiping with your fellow-Baptists here. Your sense of participa-

tion in missions would soar as you rejoiced with the growing
family of Baptists in Guyana. One of them, a former Hindu,
could tell you his story:

“For the first time in Bonasika Creek’s history, the
gospel was preached by a Baptist preacher. As |
listened to the words of God, | felt them sinking deep
in my heart. As soon as the invitation was given, |
responded by giving my life to the Lord. He has
brought such happiness into my life that | can hardly
express it in words. Now, the Lord has made it pos-
sible for me to be, instead of a leader. of evildoers, the
leader of four Baptist missions."”
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Missionary Merna Jean Hocum talks with Baptist woman,
Guyanese pastor, and son of the Otis Bradys.

Southern Baptist Witness Begins

Southern Baptist work in Guyana came about through the
missionary statesmanship of Dr. Frank K. Means, then the
Foreign Mission Board’s secretary for Latin America. In 1961
he brought Dr. Baker J. Cauthen, the board’s executive secre-
tary, and Missionary Charles Bryan on a survey trip through
the Caribbean and British Guiana. These men had the vision of
Southern Baptist missionaries entering British Guiana. On the
first day of August, 1962, their hopes were realized as the Otis
Brady family arrived in Georgetown, the capital city. Visa dif-
ficulties were miraculously worked out.

Surveys indicated that the logical place to begin efforts
was the city of Georgetown. At a dedication service held in the
home of the missionaries there were fraternal greetings from
other churches. From the beginning, warm relationships have
existed for Baptists with the various Christian groups in
Guyana. [Among numerous denominations at work here are
two other Baptist groups, Seventh Day Baptists and Baptist
Mid-Missions.]

Beginning an absolutely new missionary venture was at
times frustrating, but also significantly rewarding. The first
seven years of Southern Baptist witness in Guyana resulted in
seven organized churches, more than 700 church members,
three ordained Guyanese pastors, and 20 licensed preachers.
Total missionary personnel numbered 16.

Growth in Baptist Life

Southern Baptist missionaries’ basic strategy in church
development has been to work as brothers with the Guyanese,
sharing initiative and responsibility according to the immediate
opportunity. Their aim has been to develop churches which
will offer the necessary structure for worship, fellowship,
teaching, and witnessing. Homes, rented quarters, ‘‘bottom
houses,”” thatched sheds, and the open air have all been used as
meeting places to initiate work. Some churches now have
buildings of their own; others are securing property.

Guyanese respond well to evangelistic meetings. Many of
the people in Baptist churches were won during such special
services. Visiting Southern Baptist evangelists and musicians
have complemented in a significant way the work of nationals
and missionaries. The annual Evangelism Conference, with its
information and inspiration, has warmed the hearts of pastors
and missionaries and kept them eager to evangelize.

The necessity for special theological training was recog-
nized early, as the prayer, “‘Lord, save key persons and call
them to preach,” was answered. In the second year of South-
ern Baptist work, the Guyana Baptist Theological Institute was
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established. Conducted for five weeks annually, the institute
now has three divisions: lay leadership training, pastoral train-
ing, and correspondence training. Beginnings have been made
in offering studies in the field of social work as well as special
training for women.

A camping program, begun in 1964, helps to meet certain
needs in Baptist life. It gives converts a prolonged period of
instruction and inspiration outside their immediate environ-
ment, affords people a sense of belonaing to a larger group,
and provides for social contacts and fellowship. Camp is a
spiritual highlight each year and the opportunities for expan-
sion of this program are unlimited.

The transistor has made radio an even more popular force
in the lives of Guyanese. Baptist broadcasts have added greatly
to the total Christian witness in Guyana. As there are more
Baptist churches to be involved in the follow-up, conserving of
results will become more effective.

Singing is a way of life in Guyana. The various cultures of
the multi-racial society have produced an interesting effect in
music. Happy, bright singing is characteristic of Guyanese
Baptist churches. Instruments range from steel pan to Ham-
mond organ; music, from stately, objective hymns to rhyth-
mical, subjective choruses. Training in sacred music is a chal-
lenging priority as Baptist work progresses.

Guyanese Baptists have incorporated into their churches
and missions the same kind of missionary spirit that brought
them into existence. Missionary organizations for women and
girls and for men and boys are developing rapidly. Locally
produced manuals and mission programs are proving to be
much more useful than imported ones.

Young people make a majority in Guyana, with estimates
of the under-21 population running as high as 70 percent.
Youth groups develop spontaneously in most churches and
missions. Eager for education, for challenge, and for opportu-
nity in courageous action, they need mature leadership to
guide them and to keep their enthusiasm on course.

Seeing tremendous needs daily can lead to frustration or
complacency. Or, seeing individuals in need can lead to action.
Baptist churches in Guyana are becomi_ng aware of responsi-
bilities to minister to people in the community and in public
and private institutions. Free dental clinics in the churches,
with volunteers in the dental profession coming on short visits
from the United States®, have had a significant ministry.

Surprising Missionary Challenge

God has brought Southern Baptist work in Guyana to its
present position through nationals, missionaries (career mis-
sionaries, associates, journeymen, student summer mis-
sionaries), and visiting. specialists. Also, Baptists from other
parts of the world have been in Guyana on secular assignments
and have joyfully worshiped and served the Lord in Guyanese
Baptist churches.

Guyana, a developing nation, has a surprising missionary.
challenge. Needed now are Southern Baptists and Guyanese
Baptists who will stand shoulder to shoulder as Spirit-filled
citizens of the kingdom of God, daily following the commands
of their Lord.

by Otis W. Brady.

*The Medical/Dental Volunteer Program is administered by the medical
consultant of the Foreign Mission Board, SBC.

Reprints of the above material are available free upon request
from Department of Missionary Education and Promotion, Foreign Mis-
sion Board, SBC, Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230. This is the board's

first leaflet on Guyana.
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Botswana, about the size of Nevada and Ari-
zona combined, is entirely landlocked. Surrounding
it are South Africa, Rhodesia, and South West
Africa.
Before independence, this land was the British
Protectorate of Bechuanaland. In 1965, general
elections were held inaugurating self-government.
On September 30, 1966, Bechuanaland became
the independent Republic of Botswana. Sir Seretse
‘Khama, knighted by Her Majesty, the Queen of
; 'England, was installed as the country’s first presi-
~ dent.
.~ There is an abundance of game, especially in the extreme

" northern area, one of the few places where there is plenty of
' \water throughout the year. A railway line runs through the
“:eastern part of the country, transporting goods between
" Rhodesia and South Africa.
. The average annual rainfall (18 inches) leaves much to be

"jaesired, especially in the realm of farming. Should one fall into
" the river, the main disadvantage, most of the time, would be
,;fhaving to dust oneself off.

conomy

In spite of the low rainfall, the majority of the people are
rmers, dairymen, or cattlemen. Until recently, farming was
‘practiced on a subsistence level, each man growing enough
‘only for his own family. The harsh drought of 1965-66 ac-
- cented the need to become self-sufficient and to produce
fr ,enough both for carry-over to leaner times and for export. The
g fmlmstry of agriculture has inaugurated a bold scheme for im-
proving the natural resources of the country, all the while
~ teaching people to change their traditional farming methods.
'jApparentIy, the plan is a long-range one, and it will take some
time before the effects are felt in many of the villages. Only
2,000 square miles (approximately) of land is under cultiva-
tlon at present.
= Although a large portion of the country is desert and
‘unsmtable for farming, more than 50,000 square miles of un-
L Used, potentially productive land are available for develop-
- ment. The lifeblood of the economy at present is cattle and
ilvestock products, accounting for more than 90 percent of
o annUal exports.

~ Though Botswana has been a poor country as compared
With many other nations, recent discoveries of mineral de-
'ROSits should change this picture for the future. Copper-nickel,
Pper, diamonds, and coal have now been located. As mineral
~ ®Xploration continues on a widespread scale throughout
8 ’B°tswana results to date show possibilities for extensive com-
“Mercia| exploitation.

it

,People and Culture

The principal languages in Botswana are English and
SWana, English being the official language and that used in
MARCH 1970
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Parliament. Recent census figures show around 35 percent of
the population as literate in Tswana, with about 25 percent so
in English.

Approximately 611,000 people live in Botswana. The
most numerous group (about 90 percent of the population) is
that known as Batswana. Most of them live in large centralized
tribal villages of from 500 to 15,000 inhabitants, while the
largest village has over 36,000 people. Of the eight principal
Batswana tribes, the largest is the Bamangwato, to which the
nation’s president belongs.

The rest of the population, in round numbers, is as fol-
lows: 4,000 Europeans; 4,000 Euro-Africans (colored); 400
Asians; and 24,000 Bushmen. The Bushmen are the oldest race
in Botswana and one of the most primitive peoples in the
world today. Their history dates back about 15,000 years.

Though most of the Bushmen have come inland to work
on farms, there are still about 6,000 of them who live on the
Kalahari Desert. Here they carve from the stubborn soil and
wildlife around them a most difficult livelihood. There is no
known evangelical witness to these Bushmen on the desert.
They speak a language different from Tswana and, because of
their extremely hard way of life, seldom live beyond 45 years
of age.

The Batswana families are not often all together at once.
A family will have huts in the village, where school children
and family members with local employment will spend most
of their time. From November through August the mother and
older children will be with the crops at fields five to 30 miles
away from the village.

The cattle posts, often from 10 to 35 miles distant, con-
stitute a third home, and the sons live there. At times a hus-
band can find employment only in a village a good distance

21
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iFRANCISTO\NNA;,;

Railroad station, Francistown

away, perhaps even in another country. Then, he may not see
his wife and children for many months at a time.

Such living conditions make difficulty for strong family
ties in Botswana. They present an added challenge to the
church which truly seeks to minister to the needs of the
people.

Christian Missions

The story of missions in Botswana is a historic one, dating
back to the 19th century and the days of Robert Moffat and
David Livingstone, of the London Missionary Society. Moffat
translated the Bible into Tswana, the first translation of the
book ever to be made into an African language. David Liv-
ingstone established a mission among the Bakwena tribe, with
whom he stayed until the early 1850s.

The first schools in the country were established by the
London Missionary Society. Recently, the name of the L.M.S.
work was changed to the United Congregational Church of
Southern Africa (U.C.C.S.A.). The U.C.C.S.A. is well-known
throughout Botswana, having a history in the country of over
100 years.

The Anglican Church began work in 1885, primarily to
minister to its own members who had migrated to this land
from England. The present Catholic mission endeavor began in
1951. Catholics operate two of the few secondary schools in
the country. Other mission groups include Seventh-day Ad-
ventist, Dutch Reformed (work primarily with one tribe),
Lutheran Church (work with one tribe), Methodist Church
(quite small), Church of God, Assemblies of God (growing),
and Baptists.

Batswana girl with baby brother
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The first Southern Baptist missionaries appointed for
Botswana, Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Reynolds, moved to this coun-
try in May, 1968. The need for a Baptist witness in Botswana
had been brought to the attention of Dr. H. Cornell Goerner,
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board’s area secretary
for Africa, by the South Africa Baptist Missionary Society.
This organization has a small work in the southern part of
Botswana but no resident missionary within the nation.
Francistown, where the Reynolds family began their efforts, is
in the northeast part of the country. Located in the general
area of Botswana’s diamond- and copper-mining exploration, it
is expected to increase in population from 10,000 to about
40,000 people.

In 1969, Dr. and Mrs. Charles Bellenger became the
second Southern Baptist couple to be appointed for Botswana.
Dr. Bellenger, a dentist, is the only resident dentist in the
country. His services will not only meet a physical need but
will open new doors of opportunity for spreading the gospel.
He is working toward the establishment of a dental clinic, to
open in Francistown in 1970.

Present Situation

Someone reading this may ask: ‘Do Baptists really need
to be in Botswana? Doesn’t Botswana already have a historic
record of missionary work among its people? Aren’t other
countries more needy’"?

We have come to Botswana, representing Southern Bap-
tists, first of all because we feel it is God’s will. Had there been
any doubts in our minds, prior to our arrival, about the
spiritual needs of the people here, these doubts would have
been quickly dispelled.

Drunkenness among church members and others alike is
apparent on every hand. The law passed by Khama the Great
(a convert to Christianity) in the 19th century, banning strong
drink for his people, has long since ceased to be. There are
many people who have no concept at all of what a new birth,
or regeneration, is about. A recent report of a survey by the
Botswana Christian Council emphasizes the fact that evangel-
ical efforts of some of the older, established churches are mini-
mized because the churches are struggling to maintain past
achievements. There are still some villages where no gospel
witness is being made. Apparent, also, in the current spiritual
climate is the fact that some of the more progressive and
evangelical groups in Botswana are indigenous sects who mix
Bible truths with teachings of witchcraft.

The Future

A new day of economic opportunity has dawned in
Botswana. With the coming of mining, prospects of wealth are
no longer a distant dream but a reality. And yet, a still greater
day. has arrived--a day of spiritual opportunity. With the
coming of independence to Botswana, there has come greater
freedom for Christian mission groups. The prospect of a great
harvest for God is more than a dream. It is a reality. Let
Southern Baptists thank God that we can be a part.

by Marvin Reynolds

Reprints of the above material are available free upon request
from Department of Missionary Education and Promotion, Foreign Mis:
sion Board, SBC, Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230. This is the board’s
first leaflet on Botswana.
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sow the seed. We are ‘seed sowers’ of
the gospel, but I feel we stop far short
of our goal if we do not carry our
utilization of the media on to follow-
up, to first-hand contact.

“We need to devise new and invit-
ing ways to involve people who re-
spond in a personal relationship.”

The application of broadcast and
print media to Christian witness in the
Caribbean was given major attention
at the 1969 Jamaica conference. The
committee studying the use of radio
and television came to this position:

Seeing the need to use the mass media

widely and in depth,

feeling that this should be done in an

indigenous atmosphere,

seeking to use national elements where

possible and feasible,
desiring to achieve quality presenta-
tions using imaginative formats that
speak to the needs of the modern
Caribbean man,

we accept the mass media as tools that
must be used wisely, keeping in
mind their limitations and accepting
their qualities as instruments capable
of being worthy allies to any method
or ministry in the mission effort.

The conference mood was one of
action—with regard to the use of radio.
And television. And literature.

The committee named to study

literature called for a survey of exist-
ing materials available for use in the
Caribbean in English, French, and
Spanish. Its most far-reaching recom-
mendation called for consideration of
a literature distribution center to be
located somewhere in the Caribbean.

The conference faced squarely the
fact that just because modern Carib-
bean man is listening, there is no guar-
antee of a response of any kind to
Christian broadcasting.

“We live in a time when it is in-
creasingly difficult to get a hearing for
the gospel,” Compton admits.

There is competition for prime time.
Sometimes the cost is prohibitive.
Sometimes nothing is available but
ghetto time (the before-six-in-the-
morning hours when the fewest num-
ber of listeners are tuned in).

In broadcast media, traditional pro-
gram formats face change. Maybe to
television spots. Perhaps to variations
on the traditional religious program
formats. In some cases, to special
events. To any ideas that might elicit
response from listeners, that might be
used, under God, to gain a hearing
for the gospel.

Behind the programming there must
be production on a local basis, and on

Alan W. Compton, FMB radio-TV representative for Latin America.
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a regional basis where certain core
components can be prepared and then
adapted to specific local situations.
For this type work there must be pro-
duction workshops, writers’ confer-
ences, consultations with station man-
agers and others in the media.

Also there must be work with
church people who have to be led, step
by step, to understand that what is
most comfortable to them may not say
anything to an outsider who needs to
hear the Word of God.

In literature the best possible use of
opportunities certainly includes the
availability of materials which clearly
set forth the gospel—its invitation, its
nature, its meaning for the Christ-
follower.

During the 1969 television work-
shop in Jamaica, Compton was invited
to a local station for an interview. In
his prepared statement, submitted be-
forehand, he outlined the scope of
Baptists’ use of mass media in Latin
America, with special attention to the
Caribbean.

The news commentator conducting
the interview was fascinated by what
Compton had to say about putting
imagination to work for religious pro-
gramming, and about quality produc-
tion.

“Then,” the commentator asked,
“can we look forward to better reli-
gious programming?”’

Compton and a considerable num-
ber of Southern Baptist missionaries
in the Caribbean are giving themselves
to answer the question in the affirma-
tive. They know that business-as-usual

in mass media spells, at best, ghetto

time, and at worst, being dropped
from station managers’ consideration.

Therefore, they willingly give them-
selves to matching the need to speak
to people today to the opportunities
that present themselves in the use of
mass media. They tackle the problems
of how to provide more material, how
to make their materials indigenous to
the culture, and how to keep the
standards of quality already estab-
lished.

Why?

Because as we look ahead in the
decade of the ’70s, the mass media
loom large in plans for searching out
a hearing for the gospel in the Carib-
bean. This is especially true with tele-
vision.

“Television,” Compton concludes,
“is the most communicative medium
available today.”
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Caribbean, | looked at the is-
lands and the towns. | read the
statistics. After a foew days | said to
a friend, “"Humanly speaking, the

THE FIRST time | went to the

THE IMPOSSIBLE DREAM

thing we're about is absolutely im-
possible.”

But drcams come in different
shapes, in different categories, and
the men who have changed civiliza-
tion have been dreamers.

Sometimes men dare the impos-
sible dream which is—often—a
mission impaossible.

As | begin to personalize this im-
possible dream and to look at the
task of winning numbers of people
to Jesus Christ, | can see in my
dreams a million people in the
Caribbean going to Baptist churches
on Sunday marning, and on Mon-
day carrying the faith of Jesus
Christ into the fields and factories
and halls of government,

An impossible dream?

Is our dream of a million Baptists
in the Caribbean any greater than
Caleb’s dream?*

Is it any more an impossible
dream than when Caleb led a mot-
ley group of slaves—lacking the will
to fight, staggering in unbelief—out
from the garlic and lecks of Egypt?

| think of these people in the
Caribbean: coming into young
nationhood, still feeling their way
into the world, looking all around
to be sure no one is encroaching
on their liberty.

How can we—missionaries, Chris-
tlans—understand people who also
have drecams? How can we help
them sce the great dream of Jesus
Christ in the midst of their love of
country? Help them come to say,
with Paul, “1 am a Jamalcan . . . |
am a Trinidadian . . . | am a Domin-
ican . . . and, under God, | want my
people to know Jesus Christ’'?

* OO the 12 splen Mones sent into Canaan, Caled
and. Joshua alone belleved that God would enable
them to conquer. Forty-five years later, when the
tdoubters were gone and the Il{\lelltu OB occupy-
ing their now land, Caledb (Joahua 14:6-12) recalled
Qod's promise and asked for Mt, Hebron, confident
that he could capture it,
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True, our dreams must be
drcamed amid difficulties. In fact,
these are not times \when many
people dream much. There is noise.
There is pressure. What transpires

on the streets of the US.A. tonight
will be headlined around the world
tomorrow morning, and before that
make the late newscasts.

Ours may be an impossible
dream. But may | personalize it a
bit more?

The impossible dream for South-
ern  Baptist missionaries in the
Caribbean is that Wendell Page and
Bob Teems on Guadeloupe—an is-
land of 350,000 people, a minority
situation where only a half dozen
Americans live, with hardly the first
stepholds for their climb up a
mountain of faith to build a Baptist
community—can dream that dream,
can believe that someday there will
be leaders and pastors and churches
spread across that French-speaking
island.

It is the dream that Ernest Brown
and the other members of the Bap-
tist Mission in the Bahamas can help
mold }he fractured, fragmented
parts of a national convention into
a great people of God, can help
make the Baptist testimony there
heard in the highest halls of govern-
ment and the humblest rooms of
home.

This impossible dream dares to
believe that in an emerging nation
like Guyana, where crass material-
ism is being lifted up, Christians
will be able to spread a message
of hope: that, in Christ, strife be-
tween Hindu and Muslim, African
and Indian can be ended.

This is the dream.

| think of places like Trinidad,
where Christian missionaries now
on the job have an edge on using
the mass media to reach the homes
of hundreds of thousands of peaple.

| think of those missionaries who,
humanly speaking, walk alone: on
the island of Antigua; on St. Kitts.
But | dare to dream that as they
plant in hope, a new dynamic will

become precious to the people.
In the Dominican Republic,
where Paul Potter and Tom Ratliff
are trying to find ways to train
leaders, | dare to dream of the day

By A. Clark Scanlon

Field Representative
for the Cariddean

when there will be a network of
churches across that island, bring-
ing a Christian quality to the moral
life of the people.

Impossible?
Maybe. But a dream.

Impossible in God's sight? Not
necessarily so, because into the mis-
sion impossible comes the dream
improbable.

Like when Joshua heard from
God that “there remains yet very
much land to be possessed’ (Joshua
13:1 RSV).

Like when George Lisle preached
on the Kingston race course to plant
the gospel among the freed slaves
of Jamaica. For one result, John
Ryland, the man who had opposed
William Carey in his initial mission-
ary enthusiasm, was so inspired that
he personally seconded the first
missionary to Jamaica. For another,
today Missionary Dottson Mills
moves among 240 Jamaican Baptist
churches.

What a thrilling sight it must have
been to see George Lisle come to
Jamaica in 1773 to plant the gospel
witness—long before there was any
Baptist convention.

How thrilling it must have been
—after all the doubters had died In
the desert—faor Joshua and Caleb to
walk across the muddy waters of
the Jordan. They alone, of all who
left Egypt, walked into the promised
land and saw God's dream for Israel
become reality. But not only did
Caleb taste the fruit of victory and
see God vindicate the promises He
had made, he asked for more work
to do.

“Now ,therefore,” Caleb pleaded
with Joshua, ‘‘give me this moun-
tain . . .” (Joshua 14:12).

“Give me this mountain,” Caleb
said.

“Give us these islands!” we say.
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In Guadeloupe, Missionary Wendell Page
talks with assistant at a reading room.

A. Clark Scanlon
Sunday School class, Georgetown, Guyana.

At Trinidad Mission office (I to r): Da.
vid Martin, Clark Scanlon, Harold Lewis.

on H. Sotlold. I

yp—




FROM THE EDITOR

Album Coming

Nk TIME ix almost hore for the next edition of Missionary
Album, The now volume (sce back cover) will presont
more than 2,500 missionaries and is scheduled to be in thoe
Baptist Book Stores on or about April 1. 1t will soll for $3.98.
This new edition will carry the most recent information
about ecach person, including all those appointed through
Decomber 1969, Along with each missionary's picture there
i published a condonsed sketch, including dates of his por-
sonal background, education, experience, and mission fleld
assignment. Given with the sketch of ench missionary mother
aro the names and birth years of her children.

Prepared for a loosesleaf binding, this edition of the Album
presents the missionaries in alphabetical order; the first sec-
tion ends with the last person whose name heginy with the
letter 4. The 8 section beginy on a new page. This arrange-
ment allows each section to remwain ax a soparate_unit to
which additions can be inserted on an alphabotical basis, Each
new missionary can be added at the end of the section with
which his last name is related,

The Foreign Mission Board plans to continue publication
of annunl supplements for the Album. Each supplement will
include all those persons appointed through Decomber of
that year. The Baptist Book Stores will handle these nlong
with the ariginal edition of the Album, This provision of a
supplement will make it possible for everyone to bring his
album up to date at least once a year. A person who buys
the 1970 edition a year or two late will he able to purchase
the supplements at that time, thus giving him the latest addi-
tions for making the original volume current,

In that the new Album has already gone to press, we sug-
gost that every person wanting a copy should place his ordor
with the nearest Baptist Book Store. Advanco ordoers will
help the store managers know how many copies to have in
stock,

Covington Elected

Ronert C. Covington, pastor of Ploasnnt Grove Baptist
Church in Carbon Hill, Alabama, and former missionary to
Malaysin, has been made regional ropresentative for the
Foreign Mission Board's Department of Misslonary Porson-
nel. He was elected at the Board's January meoting.

His predecessor in this position was Melvin E. Torstrick,
clected an associate secretary in the personnel department by
the Board 'in June 1969,

Covington will work with missionary candidates and volun-
teers who reside in the aron geographically related to his
olfice in New Orleany, Loudsiana, It
includes lower and castern Louisinna
and the campus of Now Orloans
Baptist Theological Seminary; all of
Mississippl and Alabama; and south.
crn Arkansas, Missionary candidates
are couples or single women who aro
college graduates and have com.
pleted or are in the process of com-
pleting their seminary courses of
study or other graduate degroes, Mis-
sionary volunteers are persons whosoe
colloge graduation is still in the
future but who have established  Robert C. Covington
contact with the Foreign Mission Board indicating thelr inten-
tion of sceking appointment for missionary service oversons.

26

Covington will bo working with only those volunteers who
aro classified ns college juniors or soniors,

The roglonal represontative may bo regarded as the Board's
contact person in his aren for all missionary candidates and
volunteers. He oncourages, counsels, and assists the candi.
dates through a sequence of procedures required for possible
appointment. It is also his assignment to encourage all volun.
teers to maintain a continuing and growing relationship with
the Foreign Mission Board. In all these rolationships he is
accountable to tho secrotary of the Dopartmont of Missionary
Porsonnel, keeping him Informed on the progross and stand-
ing of each person,

Dr. and Mrs. Covington, the former Gerry Smith of
Gadsden, Alabama, were appointed missionarios to Malaysia
in December 1960, The following summer thoy went to Singa-
pore, where they spent three yoars studying the Mandarin
Chinoso dlalect and working with a Mandarin-language
church, In that city ho also nssisted with a city-wide evange-
listic campalign in 1963.

He thon became prosident of the Mulaysin Baptist Theo-

logical Sominary, Penang, for thrce years sorving in that

capacity and as professor of Biblo and homiletics in both
English and Mandarin.

Immediately prior to missionary appointment, Covington
was pastor of Plank Road Baptist Church, Slaughter, Loulsi-
ann, Ho had held three pastorates in Mississippl, served as
fellow and tutor in the New Orloans Sominary's Department
of Prenching, and taught night courses at Union Baptist
Seminary, also in New Orloans.

Born in Brewton, Alabama, ho lived in Ariton and Mont-
gomery, Alabama, during childhood. Upon complotion of
high school he served in the U.S. Navy for two yoars and
then attonded tho University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, pre-
puring for a teaching carcer. Ho was graduated from the uni-
versity with a bachelor of sclence degreo in education and
taught high school for a year in Leeds, Alabama,

Then came his docision to become a proacher and his
onrollment in New Orleans Seminary, from which he recoived
the bachoelor of divinity and doctor of theology degroes. Lato
In 1969 ho carned a master of education degree at the Uni-
vorsity of Alabama,

Tho Covingtons have two sons, Dan, 14, and John, 9.

For a Meal in Japan

THB PHONRTIC constructions presented below are additional
oxprossions that a visitor to Japan may be able to use in
emergency or for establishing favorable relations with citizons
of the host country, This Is the final group to be presented
and Is related primarily to meals and refreshment, A pronun-
cintion gulde was provided on this page in the January issue.
Monu: meh-NYOO  Soup: SOO-pu Moat: Nl-ku
Pork: bu-TAH Bread: PAHN Butter: bah-TAH
lco: KOH.-rl Water; mi-ZU Coffee: KOH-hoo
Toa: oh-CHAH Sugar: sah-TOH  Cream: ku-REE-mu

Hot Water: oh-YU Milk: MEE-ru-ku
Egg: tah-MAH-goh Beof: GYOO-ni-ku
Chicken: tgh-Rl-nl-ku Fish: sah-kah-NAH

Study-related

NEW PAMPHLETS on Taiwan and India are scheduled to
appoar as Insorts in tho April {ssuc'of Tup CoMMissioN,
These two countries are among those listed for WMU Curront
Missions groups and goneral WMS study this spring.
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IN
ALL
THY

WAYS

E MERORNCIES are frequent experionces
at thé Forelgn Mission Board.
Hardly a weck passes but a telophone
call i{s roceived requesting word to be
sont to a missionary ovorsens that
mother or father or some other dear
family momber is critically ill or has
passed away. At other times communica-
tion comes to us from over the world
that missionaries are ill, involved in acei-
dent, or need special care.

Only recontly wo wore deoply grioved
when Mr. and Mrs. Howard Scott, new
missionary associates who had com-
pleted their orlentation and were short-
ly to leave for tho Philippines, lost thoir
livesa in a tragic automobile accident.
This was followed some days later by
the death of a beloved collegoe student
son of Dr. and Mrs. Dwight Baker, of
Isracl: he was killed in a car wrock
while roturning to school.

Rocently one of our most effective mis-
sionarics, Miss Virginia Cobb, died on
furlough as a consequonce of illness. She
had beon serving in Beirut, Lebanon, and
was only 42,

These oxperionces bring deop sorrow
to our hearts, but we havo to view them
in light of the love of God that encom.
passes his children in every exporience.
Nothing can soparate God's children
from his loving care. An expericnce may
be beyond our understanding, but it
must be viewed within the scope of
God's wisdom and unfailing love.

These experiences indicate that when
we are moving in the main stream of
the will of God for our lives we may
encounter suffering, sorrow, and death,
Wo are rominded, however, that these
sad coxperiencos can be n part of our
discipleship and witness,

The Scripturcs tell us that although
Christ was God's own Son, the Father
did not spare him, but delivered him up
for us all that ho might bo our redeemer.
It ulso tells us that the Saviour leamed
obediencoe by the things that he suffered.
We are instructed by Simon Peter to
remember that Christ suffered for us and
gave us an example that we should fol-
low in His steps.

The life that Is moving in tho full
time of God's will makes its witness
and boars its fruit amid the experioncos
that bring grief. Such a life demon-

By Baker J. Cauthen

atrates to a world where sorrow and

bereavement are the common lot of
humanity that these experiences can be

mot triumphantly through faith and
commitment to God.

It would bo sad if some loncly soul
should renlize in walking through a
decp valloy that no child of God had
cver gone through his oxporience. It
could be that God lots somo of his
choice servants go through cach of the
crises of life to make cloar to tho world
that Christ is adequate for cvery ono
of life's oxporiences.

Wo often are deoply pained because
of tho obvious loss when laborers are
nceded 30 urgently for the groat harvest
of the Lord. Wo are reminded, how-
over, that James and John were two of
the most valiant of the disciples of
Josus, yet James died carly by tho sword
upon tho command of Herod. Human
strategy would not have called for such
a martyrdom, but divine love, wisdom,
and foreaight took all into considération.

God knows more about tho intercsts
of his kingdom than we do. Somotimes
his servants suffer or die in line of
duty, only to bring forth by their death
deoper commitment on the part of othera
and rosponse on the part of somo who
offer to take their places.

Thero is no waste in doing tho will
of God. Tho wisest inveatment of a lifo
is to bo used without reservation in
doing whatever God appoints.

Tho measures of this world arc not
moasurcs of the kingdom. A brief timo
fully devoted to doing the Mastor's
bidding will accomplish much that will
enrich the progress of the work of the
kingdom.

When wo got to the ond of the way
and sce the full pattern of God's plan
for our lives, we will have no complaint
at tho way God has dealt with his chil.
dren. His purposes go beyond our wis.
dom. Loving faith in our Lord enables
us to accept his will and his way in
preforenco to our own,

The Scripturo toaches us, “In all thy
ways acknowledge him, and he shall di-
rect thy paths" (Proverbs 3:6). Con-
fident relinnce upon his love and grace
brings to us a peace that passcs under-
standing and courage to do whatever he
commands,
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NIGERIA NOW

By H. Cornell Goerner

RS

MV LADING oditonal i the Dwly

I Timer oF Lagon, Nigoria, tor Janu-

ary 1 S—the day atter the surrender

of the “Biafran™  rebelv—ondod  with
thoeve significamt wonds:

Now that the shooting war 8 virtwal
ly over, Nigerfany can justitiably cone
gratulate themselves and take consotas
ton in the wordy of the immartal
Lincoln who in eractly sinwfar circume
stance said: Mivith malive towand none,
with charity for all, with firmness in
the right, ay Goud pives s o s the
light, et wy amrive to Ginizh the work
We e ind o bind up the nationN
woundy: to care for him who shall
have borne the battle, and for his
witow, and his orphan, to do all which
may achieve and cherish a jumt and
lasting  peace  among  ourselvey,  and
with all nations.,™ AU hail the new

Nigeria!

As Nigerin emerges from the  strife
and  heartbreak  that marked  the 30
months of civil war, the circumstances
are aimilar 0 those which ™ faced  the
United States at the ond of ity Civil
War o contury ago. The basic isswe in
the Mrife was whether any state in the
federal union could secede and set up
ity own independent governmemt, As in
the case of our nation, the union  has
been  preserved  in - Nigerty, and  the
threat of  fragmentation  and  disunity
has been mwet,

Although regional and ethnic  vania-
tions still characterize Nigeria, We may
safely assume that the entire territory
which gained ity independence  from
Britain in 1960 will now continwe to
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doveiop ay one strong and unitied natroa,
A powerfl and  contralized  govern-
wment with  hoadquarters i Lagoas  will
doubtionn continie e exercive i inttee
oo over all pary of the nation, Yot
the country W a federal republic come
paved o 12 states, doliberately marked
ot alty lines that will proserve  the
cultural and linguistic distinctives of the
varas mggare ethaice growps, These 12
aMatty wore proclaimad, just betore the
country was plunged inte vl war, in
an obhviows offort to avaad strite and diss
winion by granting a high degree of
local antonamy e the several states,

AL et il up o e the selts
W proclaimed  republic of Biafra

way compased of three states
The I territny o the BasntCentral
State teapital. Fougud . The Rivens State
toapatal. Bart Harcourt) o poputated by
woveral ethue groups, which would have
boen dominated by the oy had Biadra
bhocomie a reality, The  South-Bastern
Sune  (eapital: Calabar) waz even tun
ther removed fram Tha inftwence,

The Mud-Weat State  (capital:  Bewn
Cuy) and the \Western State  (capital:
Ihadan)  are almoat identical with  the
repios  wWhich  formwerdy  bore  thase
namex, The foderal district of Lagos has
boen enlarged slightly by territory  that
was a4 part of the Western Region and
N NOW recogiized as one of the states,

The vast Northern Region hay been
subdivided into six ditferent states. This
N definite effort W pive  recognition

THE 12 STATES
OF NGERWA

PO

TN AT AT e g Bl Tv, v

W local ditferences and o avord &
nonadithe  stractuere,

The foderal governnent has repoatedly
asserted the constititioanal guarantee of
roligian - liberty and  insisted  that  all
Ngeriany nunt enjoy oqual rights amd
wounty uder the constitution, There are
many  ovidences  that  this policy  has
bocn sincerely stated and that the pow
oot R making ewvery offort W carry
At v promisex. The  declaration of
amnaaty o all who participated in the
rebhollion is most  sighificant,

It W0 nuch o expect that narmal
conditiony can e restored  overnight
after 30 months of bitter  fighting,  bat
wmuich credit i due W the Nigeniam tor
obvion  and  Nincere  efforty o bald
bradgey  of  undentanding  and  hasten
the haaling of the scary of war

Nigeria can be oxpectad o reassert
W independence and o reject the efforts
of any outside forcey o dominate the
nation, Th fierce spint of independence
goa far to oxplain the reason for the
rojection of some of the offers of assist-
ance in the reliel operations immediately
tollowing the surrender of the rebels,
Nigeria had recetved no military  assist-
ance from the United States, which at-
tempted to maintain a position of news
trality in the struggle with the secession.
ists. Only limited assistance was received
fram some other countries.

The Nigerians have the right to feel
that they fought and won their battles
and preserved the unity of their nation
by their own efforts. They could not

THE COMMISSION




W D oxpaid W ostaed  aside and
have Ovbrors A0 what Ry coamdRr thatr
own Nght and rspoautiling: e fedag
of e huagry and the noduthing of a
wardrvashated arca

Afer aR. the safierag RopN  and
e vvathard baed are AW 2 part of
Nigoria, Never have e kadkee of thwe
faknl govomnwat  rtngushad  their
chim  and  moogaad  the  so~cukd
“Bafrans” an oy and oitizens of
anher nathon. ln andtbr  Quatata
from Abraham Lindcokn, Goaeral Gowon,
at Quatad W the Dualy Toeeex, roassirted
this fadt in oognzing the surreader of
e redelse

“INR are ot endmiks hat frwoads. W
st B D cnemiks. Though passon
Ay have stramad, @ mast ot beeak
ur bomds of atecta.™

W program of el oot

o, and oottt Revogs
nizng that @t & prm\anh M wark o
Nigerans thormslves, missinarks  from
Anra stand ready N help any way
they Can

Bren defire the surrende, 2 rebief
tam compusad of four mistronares had
boenn hased at Bart  Harcourt  shatty
after that Aty had heen Rdwrated from
e rebhels. Mt Urhan Lo (Laretta)
Greenn, A tained nue,  fave madkal
care thv many who could it e traatad
atl the overcrowdid  governmnt  baspes
k. Rl war ditritbited to hurdreds
who had e made horwlest Urhan
Green, Mist Josephine Scages. and Miss
Froogene Harri went out on tnistries
Oof mwercy as far az posnihie in mulitary
controfled areas. (Miss Hams, in di
iduting clthing and cooking  utensit
in relief camps. reparted many reQquesty
for Bitles\)

Gratefl recipients of asustance have
credited the missionaries with saving at
loast 1000 lives during the period of
X months just priar o the end of the
War.

On the western side of the Niger
River, Don Reece,  stationed at  BRu,
hat conducted clines and  distributed
food fumnished by the Nigerian Red
Cross

The continuing task of feeding the
hungry and restoning nornal life in the
area mast affected by the recent fight
ing must be carried out largely by gow
crnmental agencies and the Nigerian Red
Cross. wWith some assistance  froam the
International Red Cross.  Misstionaries
will fit in only as needed.

At a special meeting of the Baptist
Mission of Nigeria January 222} at
Oghomosho, the matter of relief re-
ceived particular attention,

The end of the war, Missian Treas
urer Turner Hopkins reported after the
mecting, brought a number of changes,

Barmt MROMrRS have a part o
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chriing mass movement of poputation
A% pROpIR retwrnd to their hames,

Undr the superviian of the Nigerian
Rad Crosnn Raptist missionartes  hope
N Beadertake a church-centerad program
A correcting the offects of matautatioan,
“SEece this process requitres close supees
VR ovwr A poried of ane to three
manths  with cach  patient, they  (the
skt ) hope o entist the aid of
NCal pastars W this  work”  Hopkins
wrate, “This will require a sapply of
high protetn foods and food adktitives™
e addL

“Siaunltaneously,  rearganization  of
churches and associationg | . . will be
started” Rophins continuwed, “Thix will
wohadt  (RORSSATY  epatrs  to oxisting
churches™

“Same relief measures will be needed
for soveral manths  wntil  peoplt  can
again gt orops ready for harvest™ e
ported Bigar B Burks, executive se
rotary of the Byptist Mission, “We will
wad el oy regailardy”

The Minuion ok actian to altow Miss
Dak Moare t© retum o the Part
Haroourt arca fram Lagos ax sodn as
foasidbiy, and for Mr and M Bob
Wikian o Rave Reffi and return to
BastCentral State,

Baptist  strength  has been  centered
prianly in the Western State, inhabhited
matnly by the Yoruha people, The Bast
Contral- State, inhabited maostly by Thos,
WwWas A strong center for Cathalic mis-
sions, white the Southeastern: State had
bdovnn evangehized historically by Prosbys
rriant The Rivers State, composed  of
a number of cthnie groups,  received
R minites manly from several smatl
indepondont missions in the  past,

in fairly recent yoars, a number of

churches had heen devetoped. Sew
oral institwtions were cut oft from cons
tact with the wain bady af the N@enm
Baptast Conventian when the secession
was  declared,  principally  the  Baptist
Boyx" High Schaal at Part Harcourt,
the Girls' High School and dental clinic
at Enugu. and the Baptist Hospital at
Joinkrama

The Part Harcourt High Schoal has
already been reopened as a government
who! and & practically back to narmal,
snce this area was carly liberated by
foderal troops.

Wayne Logan, missionary dentist, and
Mrs. Logan were to return to Enugu
tn Fehruary to reopen the dental clinie.
The local military governor had en-
couraged this action. On a survey trip
Dr. Logan had determined that the
clinic huilding was undamaged and that
most of the equipment was intact, The
mission residence occupied by the Lo-
gans sulfered some damage. but estimates
were that it coalld be returned to livable

! tTiovGn Baplints enterad  this area

comtitian s00n.

The reopening of the Girs' High
Schoad in Bnugn may take a bit longer.
Sae  bailding  damage was  sustained.
Tt will take time to reassemble a faculty
and statl, Definite plans for the schoal
have oot boen formutated.

The Joinkrama haspital was in the
midst of an arca which saw a great deal
of fGghting. For same manths it has
doctt operated only as a clinie,  with
some Of the nunses seeing patients. The
buildings sustained somwe qamage,. The
reopaning of the haspital will be in-
definitely delayed for lack of a doctor.

The serious shortage of medical pers
sannel hay affected not onty Joinkrama,
dut two other Baptist hospitals far be-
yond the area alfected by the civil war,

Churches were weakenad when whole
villager had to Qlee bocawse of the fight-
ing. Liwle by little, people are returning
to thair honwes, In some cases church
duildings  have been damaged and  will
require repairs. A fund for rehabilita-
tian  of church buildingy is  greatly
needed. The Nigerian Baptist Conven-
tion will do what it can, hut assistance
will be required from friends in America.

conditions now confronting Baptists

tn Nigeria find the mission staft sert-
owsly depleted by sickness, resignations,
and extended leaves. The staft has not
been replenished as rapidly as could be
desired i recent months because of uns
settled conditions and some restrictions
on visas, due to povernment policies
growing out of the civil war,

Assurance has  recently bheen  given
that visas Will be granted to medical
per\\\m\el and teachers when their sen
vices are \pecnﬁcally requested by the
heads of the institutions which they will
serve, It may be more difficult to secure
entrance for misstonaries to engage in
general church work and business ad-
ministration,

In every case, the questions will be
asked: Why is an American needed for
this posittan® Why cannot a Nigerian
fill this position?

This v an understandable attitude on
th: part of a proud and independent
nation. Nigeria can be expected to do
its utmast to solve its own problems,
to meet its awn needs.

Yet within the family of nations, this
vigorous, young nation—now rapidly
matured during a time of testing—can
be expected to welcome from abroad
sincere help, offered with no strings at-
tached, in a spirit of cooperation and
nmutual respect.

In this spirit, Baptist missionarios
stand ready to help in any way they
can in building bridges of understand.
ing and contributing to the strengthen-
ing of unity and peace in Nigeria,

IT w unfartunate that the challenging
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By Maurice Smith

Missionary to Ghana

BCENT  developments in Ghana
have greatly affected Baptist work
in this West African country.

In mid-November the Ghana Min-
istry of Interior announced that the
government would  definitely enforce
a long-standing law that all aliens in
the country would be required to have
valid passports and residence  visas,
The “compliance order™ was to take
effect December 2.

Missionaries were not personally af-
fected, of course, because all of us
have these documents.

At the announcement, which in es-
senee gave two weeks' notice, the pub-
lic was not sure how to evaluate the
situation, Many thought that nothing
definite would be done, that the an-
nouncement would have the effect of a
warning. Others felt that only unem-
ployed persons  would be  affected.
Many people belicved that government
cmployees, teachers, pastors, and per-
sons having resided in Ghana a long
time would not be affected. Govern-
ment departments were unable to ex-
pliin just who was involved,

As the deadline neared. however, it
became  clear  that  the  complinnee
order would be enforced. By the end
of November large numbers of aliens
from aeighboring African countries
began  to  leave  from  throughout
Ghana. A frantic rush hit the em-
bassies in Acern and the Ministry of
Interior. Thousands of people tried to
secure the necessary documents. It was
a case of too late with too little, and
many people gave up and prepared to
leave. There were more than one mil-
lion aliens in Ghana.,

Most of our Baptist strength in
Ghana has been composed of Yoruba
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(Nigerian) members, In 1969 there
were 106 congregations, including 36
organized churches. About 66 of these
congregations—including 29 organ-
ized churches—were Yoruba. There
were 17 Yoruba pastors,

When it seemed that some of the
churches would be affected by the
“quit order,” missionaries contacted
them and asked to be kept informed.
Near the last Sunday in November,
many of the Yoruba churches began
dispersing,

Some formally disbanded, but many
melted away as members hurried to
leave, In the rush of personal business
and the disruption of family life many
church members could not be gathered
to organize’ - (or un-organize) the
church's business,

At year's end some 95 percent of
the Yorubn members had returned to
Nigerin, and others were planning to
go. All of the pastors left. At least 60
church buildings and 20 pastory’
homes were left vacant,

In some cases other denominations,
Muslims, and  sub-Christian  groups
tricd to take over these buildings and
property. The missionaries and Ghan-
aian pastors have made extensive of-
forts to safeguard the buildings and to
inform people that we do not intend
to abandon the property,

During the cmergency, missionaries
tricd to get o factual cvaluation of
conditions, helped arrange transporta-
tion, cared for displaced persons, and
worked with churches and pastors to
secure church records, keys, and prop-
erty.

Many of the Yoruba churches ex-
pressed n genuine desire that their
facilitics be used to continue Baptist

witness, Many left their church fundy
to be used toward this end.

Perhaps the first church to face the
dificulty was at Ejura, where the
Woman's Missionary Unlon camp s
located. Pastor J. B. Ojo (who was
born in Ghana) and the members met
officinlly and handed over their build-
ing, pastor's residence, furniture, and
church funds to Mrs. Ossie Littloton,
a missionary. They asked her to do
whatever seemed best to maintain a
witness in the town,

All 60 members of the church left
with their faumilies on December 1.

The church at Walewale (between
Tamale and Nalerigu) met November
30 for the first time In a new $5,000
building. It was the last formal service
for the church, since all but two or
three members left.

As of December 31 apparently only
four Yoruba congregations in the en-
tire country were meecting.

The three Yoruba churches in Ku-
mast were shattered, One Sunday in
October First Baptist Church  had
1.997 people present for a regular
morning worship service, On Novem-
ber 30 there were 167 present and
most of them were planning to leave.

Members  gave the pastor three
months' salary, allocated moncy to
charter o dorry (truck) to convey him
and his fumily and elderly Deacon
Jacob Fami to Nigeria. They In-
structed Pastor Akande to take the
new Hammond Organ with him as a
gift to First Baptist Church in Og-
bomosho, Nigeria. (Deacon Fami was
a cofounder of organized Baptist work
in Ghana. The other pioncer, Papa G.
FF. Oladele, also left, although he has
lived In Ghana 60 years.)

THE COMMISSION




Ebenczer Church, Kumasi, had been
having more than 1,000 present on
Sundays as they met in a necarby
school. They were expecting to occupy
their new auditorlum and a Sunday
School building just across the strect
from my house. During 16 months
that I supervised construction, mem-
bors gave $20,000 for the building.
(The Forelgn Mission Board provided
another $20,000.)

Construction was actually com-
pleted December 6—after 98 percent
of the members had left the country,

On the last Sunday of November
they formally closed church busincss.
They voted to turn over their new
building, property, trcasury, and furn-
iture to me to use in the best way.
They asked that I open the new bulld-
ing next Sunday and arrange for wor-
ship for anyone who would come.
They sald they were Interested In this
city, which nceds the Baptist witncss,
and wanted the facllitics uscd for that
witness,

The church never met In the build-
Ing, except for the cornerstone dedi-
catlon carlier. For them, the engrav-
ing on the cornerstone has remaincd
their testimony: “To the glory of God
and our Saviour, Jesus Christ.”

During Decomber there was a full
schedule of services in the Ebenezer
facilitics, led by members of Grace
Church (an English-language church
that has no bullding of its own) and
a few Ebenczer members who stayed.
On one Sunday late in December there
were 150 in Sunday School and ncarly
200 in worshlp service,

Plans werc then indefinite, but it
certninly scems that a strong congre-
gation can assumc the responsibllity

MARCH 1970

Beforo tho order In Ghana—at loft: Yoruba c
Author 8mith at Oforikrom Church (Yoruba), Kumasi; right: Mrs.
Homor Littleton and Mrs. Ojo, wifo of the Yoruba pastor at Ejura,
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hurch, Accra; abovo:

of a ministry in the bujldings.

Oforikrom Church, Kumasi, n con-
gregation of more than 500, was in a
program to construct a large building
and had a small debt, The member-
ship disintegrated, and the church
could not get its affairs in order. All
the members left before Pastor Austin
Dada could make arrangements to
leave with his family. A seminary stu-
dent has begun services in the uncom-
pleted bullding, and therc is promise
of a Twl and Ewe congregation,

The many factors that contributed
to this unusual situation cannot be
clearly defined. Baptists are intricately
involved because of our unique rela-
tionship with the Yoruba people. How
did it happen that so many Yoruba
people are involved?

(1) For years in Ghana, Africans
have not nceded passports and visas,
When suddenly the law was enforced,
many people were caught short. A
person must have a current passport,
an Income tax clearance certificate, o
letter of authorization to do business,
and an application presented In Accra,
The shortage of time, the difficulty
with information, and the number of
people and distances involved were
overwhelming.

(2) As the quit order went into
cffect the government announced: “No
aliens arc allowed to cngage in petty
trading.” This order is being enforced,
and it offects the Yoruba pcople rad-
fcally because almost cvery family has
somecone sclling in the market. Even
though they were to stay, their way
of busincss was climinated,

(3) A rccent law reserves certain
scctors of the cconomy and most small
businesses for Ghanalans, This was to

| Pon by Gerald 8. Harvey

become completely effective in flve
years; in December the government
reduced the period to two years,

(4) The confusion and the radical
soclal changes in the days before the
deadline brought fear and unrest, and
near panic In some communities, This
was not deliberate, but it was real;
many allens just chose to go home.

Conditions were surprisingly peace-
ful, and there was little violence. The
Ghana police and border guards were
usually friendly and helpful. Almost
overnight many people became refu-
gees, and there were hardships. No
one planned it that way, but that's the
way it worked out. The clamor of
packing, the crowded lorrics, the
masses of people, and the days of
walting for lorries were all a part of
the experiences of the month,

On the lost day of 1969, Baptists
had only cight organized churches In
Ghana, only three sclf-supporting. But
morc than statistics have changed.
Some Yoruba members will remain,
and some will return, but the situation
will never be the same.

This may be the most critical time
Baptists have faced In Ghana. It must
be the most challenging.

Missionaries can certainly stay.
There scems to be no unfriendliness
toward most missionarics. Baptists
face a complete recorganization of our
convention and programs of work.
Misslonarics must face a rcevaluation
of strategy and a major redeployment
of personnel and resources.

Perhaps the crisis will force all of
us to decide what the major thrust of
our ministry must be,

It iIs a big order. The word for
1970 Is opportunity.,
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LINDA Busby arranged herself in a

more comfortable sprawl in the
reur of the Volkswagen bus which
picked its way through a crowded
Atlanta  ghotto,

“The church?" Her words were dis-
duinfully crisp.

“It's totally ineffective,” she sald.
The intensity of her frown was directly
proportionate to the verve and vigor
of her words,

The author in presn reprosentative the l‘u‘bllc
l!olm?um Department of the Baptiat neral Con.
vention of Texas, In Dallas, and a atafl weiter for
Daptint I'mk He rormorly worked partstime {n
the Porelgn Minion Board's press rolationa office,
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“The church doesn't minister to all
people and project the Christ I know,"
she continued. "1 probably won't
sover personal rolations with the
church, but 1 don't plan to work
through it to reach people for Christ,
I think n coffechouse or some sort of
interdenominational ministry is the
best way to do that. It's going to take
a lot of doing to convince me that the
church is relevant. Mission 70 cer-
tainly hasn't—yet."

As the 19-ycar-old student from the
University of New Mexico spoke, Mis-
sion 70, the stercotype-shattering

"
LN Al 10K 4
ot ﬁj’?)".

¥. |
y
&.\‘ RS

w4
e

Southern Baptist extravaganza for col-
lege students and young adults, ap-
proached the halfway point.

Not all the young people who
traveled to Atlanta, Georgia, for the
highly publicized meeting in late De-
cember had discarded the institutional
church as a mecans of spreading the
gospel. But many, like Linda, looked,
as onc observer put it, into “a black
sky of despair and saw no stars.” Mis-
sion 70 would be the last chance many
would give Southern Baptists to say
anything to them about anything.

Onc Mission 70 planner phrased it
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somewhat non-Baptistically, but de-
scriptively:

“We're botting coverything on one
roll of the dice. Here's where we con-
vince disenchanted Baptist young peo-
ple not to forsake the Christ-centered
ministry of the church. Or here's
where we kiss them good-bye."

The clock said 1:00 A.M., Atlanta
time, January 1, 1970. Mission 70 had
ended with a beginning. The mission
of which it spoke was onc hour old.
What did Linda think now?

She sat in the Mission 70 press
room, scarcely noticing the swirl of

people around her. Her face mirrored
confident perplexity—if that's the way
you can describe it—mingled with a
strangely excited delight.

Earlier, in the VW bus, the only
thing that had her “turned on" was
a ghetto work project in which about
1,000 Mission 70 participants por-
formed missions action in interracial
poverty arcas in cooperation with the
local Office of Economic Opportunity.

“Before Mission 70," she now en-
thused, “I felt the church was a total-
ly ineffective way to reach my sophis-
ticated hippic friends. Now I don't

By Robhert 0'Brien

feel that way. I'm not going to roject
the church but work through it to
reach them for Christ.”

Linda smiled joyfully. “I'm lecaving
here prepared to live for God now and
not worry about what's going to hap-
pen tomorrow. I had grown fearful to
tell others—ospecially my hippic
friends—about Christ. Mission 70 has
brought into focus that I, more than 1
cver realized, havo something vital in
Christ that they don't have.”

Not cvery young person who came
to Mission 70 experienced a direction-
changing jolt. But the spirit that

Dramatic presontations and original music conveyed mossages at Mission 70.

Photos by Warren Johnaon




gripped Linda in that press room in-
terview typifles a mood which began to
swell in the young people by the mid-
dle of the morning of the third day
of Mission 70 and reached crescendo
level by the end of the closing eve-
ning session on the fourth day,

Most of the young participants, dis-
daining the traditional “Amens"” of o
mass Baptist gathering, cheered, sang,
and clapped their way through secs-
sions which spoke of human need and
Christian response in startingly con-
temporary modes of expression.

Baptist Press, news service of the
Southern  Baptist  Convention, de-
scribed it like this:

“Mission 70 sct new precedent for
big Baptist meetings, shattering old
stercotypes with swinging stage pro-
ductions, original musical scores and
dinlogue sessions that sapped the gap
between students and ‘church work-
ers.' The appeal for commitment to
church-related  vocations  thundered
through on a rock beat and flashed
out in imaginative dramatics before it
was finally articulated on closing
night, . . ."

Mission 70 was a daring venture
that stirred emotions ranging from
ccstasy to fury.

One denominational leader left the
sccond cvening  session, upset over
some chorcography used for dramatic
effect in a stage production depicting
human nced.

Asked later what he had thought
of a succeeding scssion, he replied
icily:

“Do you think I'd go back after
seeing all that dancing?”

While that segment of the program
and the cacophony of non-stained
glass sights and sounds which punc-
tuated Mission 70 offended some of
the traditional cyes and cars of the
SBC, most observers characterized the
conference as  the most successful
thing Southern  Baptists have cver
done for young people.

They viewed Mission 70 as a bold
experiment which, because planners
refused to play it safe, reached dis-
enchanted young people in a way they
never thought the denomination could
reach them,

Kenneth Chafin, cevangelism direc-
tor for the Home Mission Board, who
spoke at the closing scssion, later told
n crowd in a more traditional setting
at the annual Texas Baptist evangelism
conference in Ft. Worth, Texas, that
Mission 70 “reclaimed a gencration”
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for the Southern Baptist Convention.

Both planners and participants,
however, recognized that Mission 70
was not perfect:

—A racial incident marred it.

—In many areas it only scratched
the surface and seemed to feel its way
toward some undefined goal.

—For all its contemporary ap-
proach, flashes of tradition occasion-
ally rankled some students.

—A few, including some students,
felt too much time was spent on
dramatic cffect,

But the very fMlaws used to indict
Mission 70 paradoxically ecvolved into
foundations upon which its overall
success was built,

The racial incident, for example, in-
volved ninc black members of a stu-
dent group from Michigan who were
reportedly  unintentionally  discrimi-
nated against by an Atlanta church
housing students for Mission 70. Of-
ficials rectified the slight quickly, but
many of the students believed it was
intentional,

The incident occurred about mid-
way through Mission 70. Many felt it
became a spiritual cement  which
fused more than 4,200 individuals
from 50 states and two foreign coun-
tries into n community, and a spark
which ignited Mission 70. A resolu-
tion against racism grew out of the
affair but was only n small manifesta-
tion of the underlying spirit it en-
gendered.

Leonard Leech, 21-ycar-old student
at Bishop Collcge, a Ncgro Baptist
school in Dallas, Texas, had this re-
action:

“At first Mission 70 seemed to be
just a convention of individuals. When
we first arrived T admired the organi-
zation, and I was looking forward to
the sessions to see what people here
thought about Negroes,

“The incident with the Michigan
students was a turning })oint." Leonard
continued. "I was in one of the dia-
logue scssions when we first heard
about it, and T could actually fecl the
creative tension when both black and
white students discussed it, T think it
took something like this to make
?coplc really sce what they were there
or."”

Larry Howard, 20, another student
{rom Bishop College, the largest Negro
contingent at Mission 70, said “I1
think the Lord had something to do

- with the Michigan incident, Every-

body at first was just feeling their way

Eloanor
Duckons

Arthur B. Rutledge, Home
Mission Board executive
socrotary, during a dialogue
sossion with students,

Larry
Howard
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around. A phcnomenon had to hap-
pen—and it did."”

Other “flaws” in the Mission 70
format had similar results,

Mission 70 indced only scratched
the surface of many problems of the
'"70s—population,  computerization,
pollution, poverty, war, race, crime—
and it didn't give all the answers.

Sam Lester, n business administra-
tion major from Auburn University,
observed, “I came to Mission 70 look-
ing for the big sign, hoping to get all
the answers. 1 finally realized that if
I had eyes to sce and cars to hear
I could pick out dircctions to head in
to serve others in the name of Christ.

“The musical and dramatic produc-
tions, the dialogue groups, and the
presentations by Chafin and Billy Law-
jon (Negro pastor from Houston)
didn't give all the solutions,” Sam
continucd, “but they pointed toward
thoughtful, creative ways to serve
Christ,

“I realized 1 couldn't wait for the
big sign anymore. I realized that T had
to do something, that T couldn't just
tag along. T realized that T have to
be with the church, working to serve
others, not buried in the church,” Sam
concluded.

The students appreciated the open,
non-plous, non-authoritarian approach
of Mission 70 planners from the
Forcign Mission Board, the Home Mis-
sion Board, Sunday School Board,
Brotherhood Commission, and Wom-
an's Missionary Union, But flashes of
Baptist tradition occasionally irked
them.

By the conference's end, however,
many began to realize that the roots
of Baptist heritage cannot be killed
without killing the Baptist denomina-
tion. They renlized that traditional,
Christ-centered theology must remain
constant. They learned that Christ is
the same yesterday, today, and tomor-
row, even though physical forms may
change. And maybe some adults
learncd that a change in physical trap-
pings docsn't necessarlly mean a
change in basic theology. It didn't at
Mission 70.

Nincteen-year-old Stan Hunter, of
Southern Tllinois Unlversity, summed
up what seemed to be a fairly general
opinlon among many obscrvers at Mis-
son 70:

“Perhaps they did occaslonally over-
emphasize dramatics, but T appreciate
the willingness of Southern Baptist
leaders to try to reach my generation

with forms of expression we under-
stand.

“For years, the church has clubbed
us over the head with traditional ap-
pronches,” Stan continued. “At Mis-
sion 70 they used multimedia and
contemporary cffects as a modern
club to drive home the needs and
opportunitics.”

A look of new understanding sud-
denly flashed across Stan's face. “You
know," he said, “Mission 70 gave me
the chance to replaster the holes in
my faulty ideas by interaction with
others, It has propped open doors of
opportunity for me in denominational
work that I ncever knew existed.

“Becnuse 1 disliked the dechumani-
zation that results from technology, I
had tended to overemphasize human
relationships at the cxpense of struc-
turc. Now I sce that without structure
of somec kind, human relationships
have no firm base from which to
operate.”

The true success of Mission 70 may
never be known fully. Jf Southern
Baptists organize Mission 80 and look
back on the '70s as they did on the
'‘60s in Atlanta, perhaps we can say
that we reclaimed a gencration for
the church. Perhaps results won't be
that dramatic.

Mission 70 featured a collision be-
tween- institutional  tradition  and
modern cxpression, but neither won
at the cxpense of the other, By the
conference's conclusion the sessions,
including those tying the past to the
future, drew standing ovations from
the crowd, and many youngsters who
came to scoff at the “ineffective
church” led the cheers.

The Holy Spirit used Mission
70 in a way that only those who
witnessed it could describe. Mission
70, in the words of the Foreign Mis-
sion Board's Jesse C. Flotcher, indeed
scomed to be “a dream that got out
of hand.”

But it was more than that,

Elcanor  Duckens, 20-year-old
Negro student from Bishop College,
said, “Mission 70, to me, was Ameri-
ca tomorrow. It started a change in
the students' minds, and T hope it will
start a change in their actions also.

“T hope Mission 70 didn't die in
Atlanta,” Elcanor said. “As far as I'm
concerned it didn't. Mission 70Q, will
live with me through the '70s. I've
taken what T learned at Mission 70
back to my church, and I'll work to
make my people understand its spirit,”
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Arrivals from the Field

Nennety, Rev. & Mrs. B, Preston (Japan),
Fulitn, Rev, & Mrs, Ronald W, ( Vietnam).
HaLRROOKS, Rev. & Mes, l‘ml B. é o‘ Brazil).
Harov, Dr, & Mn Hubert L )r (Chile),
waums Fred L., Jvu (8. Bm

Horewe, mmlys (Taitwan),

Jusvem, Mra. David L. (Nigeria).

Luwiy, M. Francis L. (Indonesie).

Tewvl, Rev. & Mrr, ). Howard (Pakiztan).
VaN Lran, Matie (Nigeria).

Watkiy, Miriam (Gaa).

\VItSON‘ Barbara (Tun:«nt«)\

Departures to the Field

Buaky, Dr. & Mra. Bdgar H. Jr.. Nigeria,

NuanaM, Rev, & Mrs. Jamul lirael.

Cowr, Mr. & M Rmm W.. Brazil,

CuMMING, Rev, & Mra, Alonzo, Jr., Kenpa,

Franier, Mes. Bill R, Brazil,

Ganaeny, Dr. & Mra. Robert H., RAodesia.

QGAYLR, Mr. & Mrs. John H. Indonesia.

Hanmiy, Rev., & Mra, Robert L Bermuda.

Ihmmuu, Mr. & Mrs. Robent M., Argentina,

Nuipammex, Rev. & Mn l‘umk Zambia

Lang, Dorthea K., Japa

l.mnum Mr. & Mm Batl Bdward  (asr0c.),
Tatwan,

Lyon, Dr, & Mr. Roy L., Venelnela.

Muttr, Rev. & Mra. lewls Alfred (ass0c,),

Taltwan,
Moanrt, Mr. & Mrs. Dono (asmoc.), Ghana,
Scuweinsarry, De, & Mra. . W, Spain,
Young, Rev. & Mres. James B, Yemen,

Field Assignments

Yoary, Mr. & Mra. Ralph A, Hong Kong, Jan. &
Youna, Rev, & Mra. James B, (appo nted for
Pakistan), nslancd 10 Yemen (temporary).

. RounTRER, Mr. & Mrs
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Letters to the editor with comments or
criticism about this magazine or its con-
tents are welcome,

Will you please, please refrain from ever
using on the cover page of our mission
magazine anything like those hideous sculp-
tured monstrosities on the January issue?
They are repulsive and to me there is no
indication of communication nor even of
intelligible art. It is a shame to print such
on a good magazine dedicated to foreign
missions, 1 thought Christian Life was a
wiay out in using pictures of American
beauty queens, but this beats all.

Jewel Westerman
Floresville, Texas

My husband and 1 have been subscribers
to our foreign mission magazine for many
years and can't offer too much praise for it
—but 1 (as well as he) was shocked at the
front cover of your January issue.

1 feel that the cover of a magazine should
in some way tell you what kind of a
magazine it is. “Modern Art"—yes, and a
very good specimen, but 1 don't feel that
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Transfers
Pate, Mavia, Pakistan to Gaze, Jan. 8.

Resignations
CA‘Ill‘lNTtl. Dr. & Mrs. Jimmie H., Indonesia, Jan,
Pansons, C. Victoria, PAilippines, Jan. 1.

Assignments Terminated
ArnOLn, Madeline (journ.), Parageay, Jan. M.

Births and Adoptions

Lerc, Kimberly Olean, daughter of Rev. & Mn.
J. Marvin Leech (Imdonesia), Jan. 2.

WisooM, Rose Faye, daughter of Mr, & Mn.
Charles ). Wisdom (AMexico), Jan. 11,

Deaths

nnﬁuo(:;a h:? ‘(,) 5) l}\mhea otaRov J?:’ma“ 0.
randon razil), Jan, wnfle X.
Coan, Virginia (me Jan. ‘is tates a.
FAlLE, Mrs. Geon%e St mother of Dr. Geom
M. ‘Falle, Je hom\ Jan 17, Kenh w
Henry, Fred, mm of Mury
(B«» Spanish  Pub, "ou:'). Jan. 17,
Kinmey, Mra. T. O,, mother of Bernadene ‘Mn‘
Charles W.) Campbell (Argentina), Fed.
M({‘onmu Barl, stepfather of Jody (Mrx. Britt
Il\ t‘h'mwery (Nong Kong), Jan. 21, Farmers-
ville,

MintER, James, father of Jun Mrs. B, Wesle
Mitler (Switzeriand), Feb, 8 Okla. y)

cMutny

H. R mo!het md father
of Linda (Mrs, G. Frederick) Beck (Indonesia),
Jan, & (Mra. Phillipa) and Jan. 14 (Mrs. Phil.
lips). Galveston, Tex,

Marriages

Ilun\' Ernest Lynn, son of Rev. & Mrs. Ervin
K. ime“i (Mv.ﬂm& to Donna Lou Havner,
Jan. A haw nee, \

Lurer, Kathie Oa le, duuahlet of Rev. & Mn. J,
Daniel Lu 'q. Brazil), to Johnny Randell
Mansell, lec. IO Abilene, Tox,

Degrees Conferred

Robby B, Adams (Colombla) recelved the doc.
tor of theology degree from Southwestern  Baptist
Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex., Dec. 19,
1969, in ahsentia.

Roy L. n (Venetuela) received the doctor
of theology m fmm Sout western Daptist Theo-
Imzlcal Seml?‘u t X., O 19, 1969,

i. Keith Parker ‘ap nte t0t &vmﬂlaml) ro-
ceived the doctor o colo reo from South.
ern Jnapun Theological Sem nary, Loulavlllo. Ky.,
on Jan. 2\

_——— - —— o

In Memortam

MARY VIRGINIA COBB

Borm Macon, Ga,, Dec. 22, 1927
Dicd Statesboro, Ga., Jan. 28, 1970

Miss Virginia Cobb, missionary to
Lebanon, died Jan. 25 in Statesboro,
Ga., where she had been hospitalized
for several days.

She had returned to the US. from
Beirut, Lebanon,
last August for
regular furlough.
Since 1935 she
had been director
of publications
S5l for the Amb Bap-
\gi tist Mission (or-

‘ ganization of
Southern Baptist missionaries in Leb-
anon, Jordan, and Gaza). She also
taught religious education in the Arad
Baptist Theological Seminary, Beirut.

In addition she served as adviser for
the young women's organizations of the
Lebanese Baptist Convention, directed
summer conferences for them, and
participated in Baptist conferences in
the Middle East. She sometimes super
vised the language study of new mis-
sionaries.

Before missionary appointment in
1952, she was a teacher and church
secrotary. She was a graduate of Duke
University, Durham, N.C., South.
western Baptist Theological Seminary,
Ft. Worth, Tex., and held the M.A. de-
gree in Islamics from the Hartford
(Conn.) Seminary Foundation.

She is survived by her parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Wallis G. Cobb, and broth-
er, Wallis G. Cobb, Jr., of Statesboro.

it belongs on a religious magazine. Several

have said, “What kind of a magazine is

that?" How do you really feel about it?
Mrs. Frank Crockett
Covington, Tennessco

Can you not “see the forest for the
trees”? | am in complete agreement with
the letter from Mr. Patrick [“Without a
Heart," Letters, November]. The lotter
immediately following from Mr. Willinms
[“Secking Subscribers™] really should further
open your eyes. Have you read an Evangel?
It might help you to see Mr. Patrick's opin-
ion. We Southern Baptists were at one
time an ovangelical group. What has hap-
pened? Do you believe that God can ro-
move our blessings? We should search our
hearts.

Mrs, James W. Brown
Elfrida, Arizona

The December issue does n wonderful
job of explaining amateur radio. . . . The
quote on page 10 . . . is being used as
“Quote of the Month," League Lines for
January, 1970,

Perry F. Willlams

The American Radio Relay League, Inc.

Newington, Connecticut

The December issue is a very interesting

one with a very attractive format. I particu-
larly like the way the new missionaries are
presented.
Stanley D. Stamps
Guayaquil, Bcuador

Enclosed find my check . . . for a two-
year subscription. 1 get so much informa.
tion and pleasure from THE COMMISSION
that I feel it will make n welcome Christ-
mas gift to a friend.

Ellene M. Johnson
Macon, Georgia

Please wake up your magazine. I never
saw 30 important n subject covered so
poorly. | was tempted not to renew be-
cause it tells so little of what we want to
know about our missionaries. .

James A. Ellard
Dayton, Ohio

1 do want to thank (T COMMISSION
photographer) for his time and effort here
in Vietnam. I'm hoping and praying the
story [“One in Nhatrang," December] will
certainly bring positive fruit for Christ. I've
heard a lot of good comments about the

photo rnph(y In fact, one GI was surprised
to ﬂn out (the photographer) was here only

for 24 hours.
Wade Akins
Nhatrang, Vietnam
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FOREIGN MISSION BOARD

Hospitals Crippled

Because not enough medical missionarics are available, at least three Baptist
hospitals in Nigeria are crippled. according to Edgar H. Burks, Jr., executive
secretary of the Nigeria Baptist Mission.

At the Baptist hospital in Kontagora there is no missionary doctor. The only
doctor there is onc provided by the Nigerian government. The Kontagora area,
a mainly Muslim portion of northern Nigeria, may offer Baptists “their most
promising cvangelistic outreach,” said Burks.

At the Baptist hospitals in Joinkrama, in southern Nigeria, and Shaki, in
the West, Nigerinn Baptist nurses operate outpatient clinics. No missionary
doctors are available for cither hospital, “and there are no hopes that cither
will reopen on a full scale in the foreseeable future,” Burks continued.

He added that these are but cxamples of the shortage of medical personnel.
He said the Mission could use a dozen doctors and nurses.

Translation Planned

Planning the translation and production of church literature in French was
a major subject of the third “Francophone Conference™ of Southern Baptist
missionarics working in French-speaking African countrics. Attending the meet-
ing in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, were all missionaries currently serving in Togo,
Sencgal, and the Ivory Coast, and John E. Mills, Foreign Mission Board ficld
representative for West Africa.

A Baptist laywoman in Paris, France, has contracted to translate and adapt
Sunday School matcrinls published by Baptists in Zambia for use in French-
language churches of West Africa. After the lesson materials are complete
she will begin translating a Bible correspondence course.

The missionaries also dealt with the problem of training national Baptist
leaders. There is as yet no Baptist theological seminary in French-speaking
Africa, and cach Mission (organization of missionarics within a ficld) was
encouraged to develop a program of pastoral and lay training.

Pressures Lead to Move

Baptist Publications in Beirut, Lebanon, was forced to move from its loca-
tion in a Muslim aroa because of religious and political pressure, according
to the 1969 report of Southern Baptist missionaries in Lebanon.

The publishing center now operates a short distance away, between the
Christian and Muslim communitics. Many of the young people who borrow
books from the center's library are Muslims from the old area.

In its former location the center conducted English language classes and
maintained a reading room where persons could study and discuss questions
of faith. Books, tracts, pamphlets, and correspondence courses were distributed

from the center. Some activities conducted by Baptist Publications in its old
location arc being continued.

March 1970 SsC

Gaza Fire Destroys Supplies *

A recent fire at the Baptist Hospital in Gaza destroyed some medical supplies but
did not scriously damage the stone building.

Among other things, almost a year's supply of cotton and gauze was burned in
a basement storeroom, according to Missionary Nurse Ava Nell McWhorter. The
Foreign Mission Board appropriated $6,000 to the hospital to cover losses.

U.S. a Hindu Mission Field?

The United States is a fertile ground for the Ramakrishna Mission, a Hindu ex-
pression, declared Swami Ranganathananda, a protninent Hindu monk, upon his
return to India from a lecture tour which included North America.

The swami said he found "a tremendous receptiveness” among young minds in
the U.S,, Religious Nows Service reported. He said 50 ashramas (units) of his
religious order could be started in America if thore were monks available.

MARCH 1970

Yorubas Leave

“Up until last week [ have been sur-
rounded by our Yoruba Baptists. Now
they have all gone.™ So wrote Mrs.
Ossic Littleton, missionary in Ghana,
following the departure from Ghana
of most of tht -¥omba people be-
cause of a government regufation (sce
page 30).

“More than half® of the Ghana
Baptist Convention's officers  were
Nigerians, wiote Mrs. Littleton. “The
majority of our churches were Yoruba
churches. Most of our \WVMU workers
were Yoruba women.”

Mrs. Littleton moved with her hus-
band to Ghana in 1947 as the first
Southern Baptist missionaries there.
They had served in Nigeria since 1940,
She became WMU worker in 1964
after the death of her husband, and
most of her scrvice has been with
Yorubas.

“lI have felt all along that they
should have been more concerned
about their neighbors,” she related.
“But they continued to use Yoruba in
cvery service. . . . Now their churches
and mission houses are empty.”

Now, rcported Mrs. Littleton, the
Ghanaians “are asking, ‘Oh, are Bap-
tists for everybody? We thought they
were just for the Nigerians.' T believe
the Lord can bring forth good from
all of our loss.”
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Approved for Training

The Korcan hospital association has
approved Wallace Memorial Baptist
Hospital, Pusan, Korea, for training
interns and residents during 1970-71.
Training will be in the hospital's de-
partments of internal medicine, ob-
stetrics-gyneccology. surgery, pediatrics,
ancsthesia, radiology, pathology. and
orthopedics.

In addition to the staff of Korean
doctors, 11 Southern Baptist mission-
arics arc assigned to the haspital,

Airplane Given for Rhodesia

An airplane to be used in medical and
cvangelistic work in Rhodesia has bheen
given to the Foreign Mission Board by
Grand Avenue Baptist Church, Ft. Sniith,
Arkansas. H. Cornell Goerner. FMB
secrctary for Africa, received a check
for $28.000 as the final payment on the
plane. The church, with a membership of
about 1,700, previously had made a
$1.000 down payment,

Pastor Clifford L. Palmer, traveling
with missionaries in the Sanyati-Gokwe
area of Rhodesia during a week visit
last September, observed that a plane
would fucilitate their work.

Lives have been saved in emwergencies
when a plane was on hand to fly patients
from Gokwe to Sanyati, where there is a
Baptist  hospital. But the Baptist  mis-
sionaries have had use of a plane only
three days every two weeks.

Double Award Voted

An Elizabeth Lowndes Award for ex-
cellence during her college carcer has
been awarded Mary Margaret Dunaway,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Archic G.
Dunaway, Jr.. missionaries to Nigeria.
She is now doing graduate work in Ohio.

The Executive Board of Woman's Mis-
sionary Union, Awxiliary to Southern
Baptist Convention, voted $200 awards
to Miss Dunaway and to Donna Lynn
Nelson Allred, daughter of Mr. and M,
James Netson, home missionaries in New
Mexico.

The unusual double award was voted
because the candidates had almost equal
qualitications.

Former Missionary Dies

Edward Davis Galloway, former South-
ern Baptist missionary to China and Thai-
land, died January 11 following heart
failure in an Ouk Ridge, Tennessee, hos-

ital. He was S1. He had been pastor
n Oak Ridge since 1957, Galloway and
his wife were appointed in 1945, They
returned to the US. in 1951 and re.
signed the next year.
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Timchenko is interviewed at FMB.
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W. Robert Rart
J. D. Hughey greets Sergei Timchenko and Adolt Klaupiks, translator, at FMB.

Soviet Visitors

IGNS of a passing crisis and of an up-

surge in evangelical Christianity in
the Soviet Union were noted in com-
ments made when three Russian Baptist
lenders  visited Foreign Mission Board
offices in Richmond, Virginin, in late
January.

Sergei Timchenko, first vice-president
of the All-Union Council of Evangelical
Christinns-—Baptists, cited 13,000 bap-
tisms recorded by churches of the Coun-
cil in the past three years,

Timchenko, also a pastor of Moscow
Baptist Church, said his church alone
baptized 182 persons in 1969.

Formerly there were reports of churches
being closed in Russin, But Timchenko
reported that in the Moscow area there
are 13 newly registered Baptist congre-
gations, cach with 2,000 to 3,000 mem-
bers. Only the main church where Tim-
chenko serves has its own building. But
he said that government permission can
be obtained for Christinns to mect in pri-
vate homes when they do not rent or
build places for worship.

He also stated that Russinn Baptists
emphasize religious training in the home
for their children, many of whom take
part in Communist youth organizations.
He cited as an example his own six chil-
dren; they were all members of state
youth groups, yet all but onc arec now
church members,

Nearly S00 delegates and many visitors
from throughout the Soviet Union at-
tended the All-Union Council's 40th

THE COMMISSION
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Congrogation is largely men at recent congress of the AllUnion Council of Evangehical Chnstians—Baptsts wn Moscow. Above
platform (right) is congress theme, John 17:21. AltUnion Councit President Ivanov s at pulpit. (Note Timchenko at right.)

congress (convention) in Moscow in De-
cember,
A dissident Baptist group, the Council

of Churches of the Evangelical Christians

—Baptists, was also permitted to hold a
convention recently. Some  Baptists  left
the All-Union Council to form the new
group because they objected to a Soviet
law requiring congregations to register
with the government. The  All-Union
Council secks to work within the frame-
work of Soviet law,

A number of dissident pastors and
church members have been received back
into  the fellowship of the  All-Union
Council. The theme of the All-Union
Council’'s December congress, *“That they
may all be one,™ was said to reflect the
desire of Baptist leaders for unity.

Traveling with Timchenko were Ui
Orlov and Mrs, Klaudia Pillipuk, who
have responsibilities in foreign relations
for the All-Union Council.

Adolf Klaupiks, former relief coordi-
nator for the Baptist World Alliance, in-
terpreted for Timchenko, who spoke in
Russian during his Board visit. Traveling
under BWA auspices, the group was to
visit other cities in the U.S.

An invitation has been extended by
Russian Baptists for representatives of
Baptist and Mennonite bodies in North
Amcrica to visit the Sovict Union March
13-31. John Allen Moore, missionary
ficld representative for Europe, has been
invited to represent Southern Baptists on
the visit.
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Compatite Mty

Mrs. Klauda
Pillipuk, one
of the guaests,

W. Rebart Hant

W. Rebett Hant

\lia Ortov
oxamines the
February
issue.
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Again a ‘Mission Field'

Burope, “for the second time in his
tory.” must be regarded az a misston
ticld, where loss than § percent of the
people may be committed Chrstians,
declared the evangelism commiittee of
the European Baptist Federation in a
statement opening the “T0s,

During the last three decades an
“urgent need for missions™ has arisen
in Burope, said the statement, released
through committee charman Giinter
Wicske, home missions secretary for
Baptisty of West Germany., The com-
wittee called far a manyssided modern
cvangelistic thrust to confront a plura-
listic sockety.

There are signs, said the committee,
that the church—"the anly institution
in the world that can give men what
they need, Chast™—is undergoing re-
newal in various countries of BEurope.

Weeks of Evangelism OGbserved

Most of the $2 Baptist churches in
Paland observad  weeks of  evangelism
during 1969, Palish Baptist leaders
ported. There were 86 conversions  to
Chrint and baptismg, chiefly young peo-
ple. Besides the $2 churches there are 87
preaching stations. Total church members
ship & 2328

Choir Presents Cantata

In a remote Philippine  community
calted  Bunkhouse, a 40-member, robed
chair sang a Christimas cantata under the
Stk An invitation to accept Christ was
oxtended. Seventeon adults stepped for
wand to be counseled by choir members.

The experence was high point in a
series of seven prosentations by the Mati
Baptist Church choir of the cantata Born
@ King, reported  Missionary Pawl B
Johnson, Charles  Norwood, missionary
doctor, directed, and many stall members
from Mati Baptist Hospital participated.
Performances were aided by a portable
steree public address system, a pump
organ, and Johnsonts accordion.

The sertes of performances ended on
Christmas eve at the Mati public plaza.

Mati Church choir sings in Philippines.
Auguite §. Retwrreccion

S N T T Ly 7 « T
- Campaigns for 70 ¢ %
Bvangelistic campaigns among Baptist chutches ace scheduted in.a,
numberofmm\mmwmac‘mﬁrQlowg Underwood,
Foreign Mission Board consuttant for evangelisen and ‘church develop-
ment. Among the campaigns are two area efforts—one in Asia and the:
other in East and Central ‘Africa. . ‘
_ “Elaborate plans have been dev n each country,” said Unders,
wood. “More than 400 participants trom many nations and races Wil
be involved. o

*“But the supreme need is a spititual dynamic to give revival and

resurrection force for evangelistic victories that will result in the trans-
formation of society. Therefore, united intercession is extremely urgent
by all concemed believers in Jesus Christ.”

Qumpaigns scheduled during 19782
In progress until March 8 (began February 22): Trinidad
March 8-29: Guyana
March-April: Scotland
April 19-26: English-language churches in West Germany
May: Spain
1970 Asia Baptist Bvangelisiic Campaigns

March, April, and July 5-9: Korea

june 21-july 5: Philippines, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Sauth Vietnaw,
\ndonesia Thailand, and \ndia

June 28-jJuly S: Singapore-Malaysia, Okinawa, and Guam

June 21-July 24: East Pakistan

1970 East and Contral Africa Evangelistic Campaigns

September 21-October 16: Rhodesia and Malawi
Scptember 1.24: Zambia
Qctober: Kenya<dnd Tanzania
November 1-15: Uganda :
The only campaign now scheduled for 1971 is Portugal, May 16-30.
“It is anticipated that there will be stewardship and religious educa-
tion campaigns or emphases and also an emphasis on music and other
aspects of followsup during 1971;* added Undenvood. “We need
prayer {or these as desperately as for the 1970 campaigns.”

‘\Third Culture’ for Children

The misstonary child lives in a “third culture,™ one that is neither American
nor national but unto himself, Franklin T. Fowler, Foreign Mission Board medi-
cal consultant, told the Board recently. The “third culture™ idea was discussed at
a recent consultation sponsared by the National Council of Churches, which
Fowler attended.

Suggestions made by the consultation proup included providing better infor-
mation for older children oan how to intelligently defend American culture, and
offering retreats for missionary children entering college to help them overcome
difticultics related to their initial period of adjustment to the American culture,

W

Brazilian Baptist Pioneer Dies

Mr. Jane Filson Soren, the last remaining of 45 persons who founded the Brazilian
Baptist Convention in 1907, died Docember X1 in Rio de Janciro. She was 92, She
also helped start the Brazilian Womans Misstionary Union in 1908,

A native of Virginia, she lived the last 64 years of her life in Brazil and called the
country her home, She met her late hushand, Francisco Fulgencia Soren, at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, where he had gone from his
native Brazil to study. He returned to Brazil, became pastor of First Baptist Church,
Rio, and returned five years later to marry Mrs. Soren.

“The tirst great Brazilian Baptist pastor had found the ideal wife,™ wrote the editor
of O Jornal Batista, Brazily Baptist weekly. in a recent tribute,
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