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In preparation for the Baptist World Congress to meet in
Tokyo, Japan, in July:
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Know,"
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Orientation Interviews

By Leland Webb

B

Some Who Go
]

Variety will likely be a common denominator

among any enrolment at the Foreign Mission
Board's orientation program for new missionaries.

Variety in talents, ba

ckgrounds, types of service,

field destinations, and factors leading to a decision
for missions.

During the fall 1969 orientation session at Pine

Mountain, Georgia, several of the couples were
asked to reflect on the direction-changing influences
that had brought them to this stage in preparation.
The six articles that follow share some of their
reflections.

His Own Sermon

THE sermon that September Sun-
day morning was about missions
—not just foreign missions but
“Misslons—the Heartbeat of God.”

The pastor spoke in earnest. He
told the congregation in Folsom,
California, about world needs and
especially about the need for
preachers as missionaries.

He shared the plea of the Filipino
woman who, the year after her hus-
band died, heard the gospel for the
first time and accepted it. Sobbing,
she asked the missionary, "Why
didn’t you come last year?"”

This was the pastor’s first sermon
to this church solely on world mis-
slons, and he seemed moved as he
spoke.

As a response to the sermon
three persons accepted Christ as
Saviour,

And one 30-year-old man volun-
teered for the mission field.

The mission volunteer was Fred
Beck.

So was the preacher.

A vyear later, Beck, a newly ap-
pointed missionary, entered orienta-
tion In preparation for service in
Indonesia. One crisp fall afternoon
in Georgia he paused to reflect on
what had turned him in this direc-
tion. In the gathering dusk he had

been instructing one of his young
sons in the art of place-kicking a
football when he was interrupted
and asked to talk about his calling.

“I'd had some strange feelings
that whole month,” he recalled con-
cerning the sermon, ‘‘but in the
pulpit that day | knew that God
was dealing with me in a way that
I'd never dreamed, and | couldn’t
fathom how God could really use
me.

“1 told the people that | didn't
understand it, but if this is what
God wanted, I'd be willing.

“In the middle of the sermon
| broke down and wept, because |
felt for the first time—although |
didn’t understand it—the Initial call.
It almost overwhelmed me to think
| could have a part in some foreign
field.”

The sermon came in preparation
for a World Missions Conference,
itself a result of the efforts of Beck
and another pastor in the assocla-
tion. They had started out just to
emphasize missions in their own
churches, but the project grew into
a missions conference.

I have always had an interest in
missions, but not personally to go,”
related the soft-spoken Beck.

‘| guess we all have preconceived

ideas, and | pictured a missionary
as somebody special.

“When the Lord called me, this
was one of the hardest things for
me to recognize—that he deals with
people just like me. We're all the
same; it's just according to what
we do in his hand.”

When a regional personnel repre-
sentative of the Foreign Mission
Board showed Beck personnel re-
quest lists from overseas Missions,
Beck was surprised to see the cry
for preachers heading the list for
almost every Mission. “It was a new
dimension,” he admitted.

What happened in Beck’s life was
not lost on his fellow pastors.

“For the first time they saw one
with no call to missions suddenly
called and just removed from them
in a period of less than a year. |
think this had an effect upon them.
They recognized that God does deal
in this way.”

Added Beck: “The needs are right
now. God Is preparing for tomor-
row, but he's calling people today,
and apparently we're not all re-
sponding. We're all too dense, like
| was.”

Why Indonesia? Beck's experi-
ence in dealing with “where”
sounded familiar. Other new mis-




sionaries had related similar happen-
ings.

“For a lot of people it would be
coincidence,” agreed Beck. “For me
it just mushroomed."”

After his decision Beck began to
read about missions. The first book
—it had been on his bookshelf for
five years, but unread (sorry, Dr.
Fletcher)—was Bill Wallace of China.
At one point Dr. Wallace was
quoted as telling Nurse Everley
Hayes that if China were closed,
he'd like to go to Indonesia. (Mis-
sionary Wallace, as Jesse C. Fletcher
relates in his book, later died in a
Chinese Communist prison.)

“This was the first time the coun-
try had appeared before me,” said
Beck.

A few weeks later a familiar name
showed up on the missionary prayer
calendar: Everley Hayes, now in In-
donesia.

The monthly National Geographic
arrived. In it loomed a feature on
Indonesia. Two travelogues were
shown on television—both on In-
donesia. Beck's daughter, Pamela,
had joined a program to receive
books about different lands. The
first one came in the mail. Of
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Fred Beck

course, it was on Indonesia.

“I was overwhelmed by it re-
flected Beck.

He is aware that mission oppor-
tunities are not limited by geog-
raphy.

“There are mission opportunities
right here,” he said, referring to the
vicinity of orientation. “The same is
true around every church—mission
opportunities that will lead to the
salvation of people. But we just
don't see them.”

Fred and Linda Beck (she was the
one who, the night before, had kept
trying to corral all the missionary
children at the basketball game in
which the new missionaries de-
feated an area team), Pamela, and
sons Stephen and Lynn are in In-
donesia now. Events quickly initiated
them into some of the heartaches
of missionary life. Mrs. Beck's father
died in January as the Becks were
waiting to embark from California.
A few days later, on board ship, she
received word that her mother had
passed away.

As a preacher who responded to
his own sermon, Beck seems to have
earned the credentials to deliver a
sermonette to pastors:

“| would say to pastors: Assume
that God can and would use you.
Survey the needs, and open your
heart and say, ‘Lord, | see the field
is overwhelming.' | don't mean to

‘walk ahead of God, but | mean at

least to open the door and say,
‘Lord, here | am.’

“First, find out the needs. We
don’t have enough pastors in Cali-
fornia, true, but we've got a thou-
sand churches and missions, and
most of them have pastors. That's
more missionary pastors than we
have on the foreign field. This im-
balance Is not a real stewardship of
time and talent and money. We
have a responsibility to others.

“Do what God has called you to
do here, but open yourself to God's
broader possibilities. |If you ever
ask God, ‘Lord, could you use me?’
you might be surprised at what he
says.

1 just could not believe that he
could use me. But I've been around
enough missionaries now that |
realize they're just like you and me.
We're all people.

“God'’s willing to use us all—any-
one of us who will let him.”

THE COMMISSION




Jane and Charles Bellenger

‘I‘HE ITEM in the Baptist state paper

was not large, not even ten lines,
but it was big engugh to change the
direction of a career.

Charles L. Bellenger had been in
dental practice in his own clinic in
Birmingham, Alabama, more than
eight years when he settled down
one night not long before Christmas
1968 to read the Alabama Baptist.

One item caught his eye. Marvin
R. Reynolds, Southern Baptists’ first
missionary to Botswana, had asked
that a dentist be sent to%serve in
that country.

| felt that this was God speakin
to me. | answered it,” exphineg

Bellenger.
When his wife, Jane, came home
from choir practice, Bellenger

shared his discovery and decision.

“When he asked me if | would
like to live in Africa, | immediately
sald yes and could hardly contain
my excitement and joy as he ex-
plained the why of geing,”” Mrs.
Bellenger wrote later. “The Lord as-
sured me that night and continues
to assure me this is his will for us.”

Sitting beside her husband one
Monday afternoon during missionary
orlentation last fall, she recalled
some Impressions before that night.

A few years earlier she had begun
working with a Young Woman's
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Printed Plea

Auxiliary group and ““became more
aware of world mission needs,” she
related. One program about how
people are led to foreign missions
told of the experience of a young
dentist and his wife in accepting
God's leadership toward missions.

“l didn’t want to think about it,"”
she admitted. “| thought that if the
Lord wanted to call, he would work
through Charles.

“I was impressed that the Lord
would call somebody after business
had been established.”

Bellenger, while a college student
and again while a dentist in the
U.S. Air Force, had felt inclinations
toward mission service, but these
had faded.

The Bellengers’ service in Bot-
swana (they arrived in January) will
be as missionary associates—mean-
ing an initial four-year term, and
possibly additional terms.

People ask me, ‘Aren’t you giving
up a lot? or a lot of people think
I'm only going for a month or two,”
said Bellenger. “Or they will ask,
'‘Are you taking your family? "

What about the financial loss to
a professional man leaving an estab-
lished practice?

“Making money has never meant
much to me,” the red-haired dentist
said simply. “We had just bought
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three acres of land when we decided
to do this. | don't really count it
as giving up anything.”

Some patients, not wanting to
lose their dentist, were unhappy
when Bellenger began closing his
clinic. It was not altogether casy
for Bellenger either. “You get at-

tached to your patients,” he ac-
knowledged.
Plans for dental work in Bot-

swana include both a stationary
clinic and a mobile unit. Although
the country reportedly still has no
other resident dentist, one from
Rhodesia serves in Botswana part
of each week. Bellenger expects to
begin teaching oral hygiene to chil-
dren he contacts, hoping they will
pass along the information to their
parents.

The Bellengers, both natives of
Birmingham, will be stationed in
Francistown, where resides the
Reynolds family, the only other
Southern Baptist missionaries in Bot-
swana.

When the Bellengers first hinted
to their oldest child—David, now
11—about their plans for Africa,
they told him about how MKs (mis-
sionary kids) live.

David's response was positive:
“Sign up for that, That's what I'd
like to do!"
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Dono, Dena, and Batty Moore

&

Second Career

WILL you be able to step down
from a position of responsibil-
ity and authority to the smaller
tasks on a mission station?”’

“"Haven't you dane cnough?*

Questions like these disappoint
Dono (he's called Don) W. Maare.
He retired from the US. Coast
Guard last September after 26 years
in the military. He held the rank of
captain and was commanding offi-
cer of the Coast Guard's anly Supply
Center, lacated in Brooklyn, New
York.

“I must make it clear to all that
| am taking a big step forward,”
Moore wrote, “naot stepping down.”
He doesn't consider mission service
a demotion.

Moore, with his military bearing,
his silver hair, and long sideburns,
seemed to fit the classic portrait of
a sea captain as he, his wife (Betty),
and daughter Dena talked at mis-
sionary orientation last fall.

However, during the conversation
it emerged that the sideburns were
a recent addition, grown because
other new missionaries during ori-
entation  were  lengthening  their
sideburns. The Coast Guard, in fact,
has a regulation on sideburn length,

When Moore returned to the
Coast Guard base in Brooklyn one
weekend during arientation to com-
plete final phases of retirement, he
faced a problem. If he donned the
uniform he would have to shave
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the sideburns. So he wore his civil-
Wan clothes and tried to remain in-
conspicuous while on the base,

“It took only about three hours,”
lamented Moore, ‘“‘until everybody
on the base knew | was supporting
the youth movement."”

But Maare, now turned 50, just
wanted to participate fully at orien-
tation. Even without his youthful
slimness he stayed apace with men
15 or so years younger on the mis-
sionaries’ basketball team.

The Moores, missionary associ-
ates, arrived in Liberia for a three-
year term in January. He has already
been elected Mission treasurer,

His first thought regarding mis-
sions had been to teach. He has
been a part-time college instructor,
holds two bachelor's degrees and a
master's degree, and has done fur-
ther graduate work.

But when a Foreign Mission Board
associate secretary tor personnel in-
quired about experience, Moore
outlined that nearly half his military
duty “has been in the area of fi-
nance, supply, comptrollership,
budget, purchasing.” The secretary
painted to the need for a specialist
in business administration and sent
Moore a form to fill out.

About the time the form arrived,
the Moores’ oldest son, Glenn, was
killed in Vietnam when his heli-
copter was shot down. Glenn had
been in Vietnam less than two

weeks. That tragedy—in February
1968—postponed application,

The next August, at a Bible con-
terence where Moore had gone to
teach, he knelt in his room one
night.

“Lord,” he prayed, “for three
years I've been trying to lead you to
lcad me into a teaching situation, V
know that's not the way to do it. . . .
Come September 1969 I'm going to
retire from the Coast Guard. You
created me. You know what | can
do. If you can use me, I'm ready.”

The next morning the FMB per
sonnel associate called Moore's
home to make an appointment.

“That's just how quick it hap-
pened,” said Moore, *“once the full
surrender was made.”

Besides involvement in the Liberia
Mission's business affairs, Moore
may do some speaking, and both he
and his wife expect to be busy in
church activities—like they've been
doing in the States for years.

Their youngest daughter, Dena,
born whiﬁ1 Maoore was stationed in
Scattle, Washington, and wha has
moved from post to post in the
US., will attend the international
school at Accra, Ghana.

“1 hope to be able to spend as
much time in my second career as
| did in my first one,” said Moore.

“At least as long as we can,”
added Mrs. Moore. “If they need
us and want us, we can go back.”

THE COMMISSION




Lyan Groce

Field Romance

YNN Groce went to Alnca as A
missionary  journeyman, “be-

cause | thought that was what the
Lord wanted me to do at that time.™

Suzanne Knapp went to Atrica be~
cause her parents were going as
missionanes,

Lynn found a calling to fulk-time
missions. He also found a \wite.

Suzanne found a deeper under
standing of herself and greater de-
pendence upon God. She also tound
a husband.

Now Lynn and Suzanne Groce are
back in Africa—zthis time in Ethiopia
—as career missionaries in the field
of agriculture.

In the midst of missionary ornen-
tation they took time one Sunday
afternoon o talk quietly about their
dual experiences.

Lynn did not enter jourmeyman
SErVice as @ WAy to “try out the
mission field.” That's not the pro-
gram's purpase, and Lynn knew it

But five months after arriving in
Tanzania, Lynn \wrote the director
of the Missionary Journeyman Pro-
gram to indicate his leanings toward
missionary service,

"l began to see what the lord
was doing with nationals,” Lynn re-
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lated. Despite handicaps in educa-
tion, they were “starting churches,
and witnessing, and the gospel was
spraxding.  Their lives were bhel
used. . . . It made me see all
been given . . . and that | hadnt
eally been doing a whale lot.™

LNN'S MISKIONATY SUPerVISOr \Was
Suzanne's father, Douglas M. Knapp,
agricultural missionary stationed at
Tukuyu. But the Knapps were away
for a sixaweek period not long after
Lynn arrived and returmed to the
States on furdough after Lynn had
been there ten months. During the
ten months Lynn sought tor\&\m
about, and assist with, the projects.
In Knapp's absence, Lynn kept the
projects going.

ere Was an 11-acre demonstra-

tion and experimental farm to look
after, where new crops and varieties
were tried. A better type of rice was
developed there, for example, and
made awailable to farmers for seed.

There was the coffee demonstra-
tion program. Working in 16 villages
with some 500 trees, the missionary
and the journeyman used insecti-
cides, herbicides, fertilizer, pruning,
mulching, and spraving to improve
the coffee yield—an increase of five

or six times on the average, some~
times 15 times the previous crop.

There were field days when vege-
table seed and information \were
made available,

A cammunity of 200 to 400 people
might have a church of only ten
or tifteen members. But for an agri-
cultural field day, “there might
150 or 200 people come, so 80
percent were non-Christian,” Lynn
noted. “Ahvays we \were able to
present the gospel and preach in
these situations.”

A dairy project was begun. Cattle
comman to the Tukuyu area are im-
mune to local diseases but give little
milk—perhaps one or two bottles
a day. The missionaries introduced
cows that give two or three gallons
of milk a day. “The people could
hardly believe it,” Lynn remarked.

Although Tukuyu itself is small,
more than 350,000 people live in a
40-by~-60-mile areda around the town,
accarding to Lynn.

Despite the heavy schedule, Lynn
found time to meet and court Su-
aanne, even though her school was
1,000 miles away and the family re-
turned to the US. for furlough less
than a year after Lynn's arrival. The




couple met during her Christmas va-
catton in 1966. They became en-
faged the next April,

When Suzanne's parents first went
to the field in 1964, “the first stop
we made was to drop me off at
school,” Rt Valley Academy in
Keayq, she recalled.

Those first months were difficult.
As an early teen-ager, she had to
learn to make her own way. “It
took about two weeks just to get
an answer back from my folks, and
| couldn't talk to them about every
problem,” she explained.

“I learmed to depend on God. |
laarned that the things | had always
studied and my parents had always
ught me were really true. 1 just
learned to take my problems to
Him "

A month's vacation at home three
times Q vear helped matters.

“l feel the greatest sacrifice mis-
sionaries have to make is to send
their children oftf to school,” Su-
ranne admitted. “And that is the
grextest sacrifice MKs have to make,
too. But it was worth it"

Woaorth itt Why?

“Because of what | gained by
living overseas, by what | learned
from the culture that | was able
to know A little bit.”

Suzanne Groce

Just what did she gain?

“A difterent idea of the world,
of my part in the world, and of
God's dealings with the waorld. Just
a very difierent outlook on life.

“The important thing in life to
an African s more enjoyment of
exch part of life for what it is, each
experience for what it is, because
he doesn't have as much leisure
time as we do.

“In our U.S, culture we don't take
time to enjoy things. We're always
heading toward the goal and letting
things pass by us so we can get
to what we feel is our main busi-
ness. An African feels like his main
business is to enjoy the things
around him as he goes throug
wherever he's going.”

After one term in Africa, read-
justing to American culture did of-
fer problems.

“It's hard for me to adjust to
seeing people have so much after
knowing people who have had so
little,” she confessed.

Ethiopia will be a new experience
for the Groces. “The people are dif-
ferent, the background is different.
\t's an entirely new set of circum-
stances,” outlined Lynn.

“Where we're going—the Menz
District—is 10,000 to 12,000 feet in

elevation. . . . The people are an
ontirely ditterent kind of people
than the Bantu tribe we worked
with in Tanzania.”

Sheep will likely be one of the
chief projects because of the eleva-
tion. But Lynn, who seems to pre-
fer cowboy boots to shoes, holds a
bachelor's degree in range manage-
ment and animal husbandry and a
master's degree in range manage-
ment and statistics.

The Groces were married in
August 1968 and entered Mid-
western Baptist Theological Semi-
nary (Kansas City, Mo.) the next
month. They are young appointees.
In fact, Suzanne is an exception to
the usual minimum age for appoint-
ment. She considers this “a benefit
in that it's going to be a long time
before we retire, and we have a
lot that we can learn in that amount
of time.”

Even this does not secem enough.

As Lynn spoke of the neced for
variety in training for his work, he
commented, “It makes you wish
you could have two or three de-
rees, because you're going to be

oing cverything.”

“Goodness,” interrupted Suzanne
saftly, “two or three lives.”

THE COMMISSION




Joano and Robert Myers

Camping Specialist

BOB. you ought to come back to
the field with me.”

The remark of the missionary
from Nigerla, however deeply In-
tended, left Robert V. Myers sitting
stunned in his office.

| realized this was just not a part
of my concept,” Myers confessed

later. “It was, ‘Lord, I'll do anything
you want me to do, but surely it Is

right here within this little circle of
Crescent Hill Church.' "

The year was 1965 and Myers had
been at Crescent Hill in Louisville,
Kentucky, more than five years as
minister of recreation. But he had
just returned from an International
convention on Christtan camping,
where his eyes were opened to the
concept of camping as “‘an instru-
ment of foreign missions.”

The next Sunday morning a Ni-
gerlan, a friend and former student
of Myers at Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, Louisville, where
he taught part-time in recreation and
camping, approached him. The Ni-
gerlan put his hand on Myers’
shoulder, looked him in the oye,
and said, ‘“Bob, my pecople need
YOU."

“This sent a shiver up my spine,”
recalled Myers, as he told of the ex-
perience one morning at missionary
orlentation.

“David, Is this a conspiracy?”’ he
asked the Nigerlan, thinking back to
the missionary’s remark.

Next, into a prayer group with
Robert and Jeane Myers came a mis-
sionary couple from Nigerla.

“Everywhere he turned there was
missions, missions,” mused Mrs,

APRIL 1970

Myers, recollecting the events.

Finally, Myeors spoke to an associ-
ate secretary for missionary person-
nel from the Foreign Mission Board,
but there were no calls for special-
Ists In camping, and this Is Myers’
ministry,

He had been director of Christian
recreation at First Baptist Church,
Dallas, Texas, for five and a half
years before moving to Louisville,
He majored in physical education in
college and received a religlous
education degree from New Orleans
(La.) Baptist Theological Seminary.

One day in September 1968,
Myers saw the personnel assoclate
again, “Nothing yet,” was the ver-
dict. The next day the assoclate
called to say that on his desk he had
found a request from the Bahamas
for a camp director. Myers' name
was already attached.

At Crescent Hill, In the center of
a residential area, “All we needed
to do was open our doors, and we
had mission right there on our
doorstep,” declared Myers.

Basketbhall (the church has a gym-
naslum), weekday Bible clubs,
crafts, drama, skating, and other
activities drew people. More than
100 churches were represented
among those who took part. “One
out of every five could name no
church with which they were affill-
ated,” Myers pointed out,

The program provided opportu-
nity “for evangelism and nurture as
much as a Sunday School program
would In many churches.

So coming here we have no
sense of OK, now we are mission-

arles. We feel like we've been In
misslon. The turn this Is taking Is
just another place, another loca-
tion,,’ sald Myers at orientation,

A hecavy emphasis on camping
developed. Much was rough camp-
ing, mostly tent camping. “A great
deal of the program ends up being
survival,” noted Myers. Counsclors
were avallable for each small group.
Christian study was natural, not
forced.

“We became more and more
convinced camping was a tremen-
dously vital Instrument for out-
reach.”

As a missionary assoclate, Myers
Is to holp Bahamian Baptists set up
thelr own camping program. Baham-
lan Baptist ministers asked for this
assistance, Tho Myorses previewed
thelr fleld in 1969 by visiting the
Bahamas on a trip financed by trad-
Ing stamps,

The form for a camping rotreat
program ‘“Is something that eovi-
dently we are going to be free to
study with the people, and get to
learn the people, and find out by
experimenting what works best with
the Bahamlan,” Myers explained.

"We take with us a kind of smor-
pasbord of background, which in-
cludes the Blble conference, the os-
tablished facility camp, rough camp-
Ing, retrcats, and It may be that
none of these forms In the Amerl-
can Image will be what we'll end up
with in the Bahamas.”

Whatever the form, the neced s
universal, as Joane Mvers put It:
“The noed for love that children
everywhere have.”




Marsha and Charlos Baker

Student Ministry

THE FRESHMAN long-distance run-
ner was clated. He was beating
the freshman track coach. They were
exercising on the oval college track
at Stillwater, Oklahoma, jogging the
curves, sprinting the straightaways.

They were near the end of their
three-mile workout, and the fresh-
man had beaten his coach, a two-
time All-American, on overy sprint,

On the next-to-last curve, the
coach asked Freshman Charles B,
Baker, ““Are you a Christian?”

Surprised, Baker barely had time
to give a yes before the straight-
away. He won by about a yard.
(“It was the first time in my life
I'd ever been asked that,” he re-
called, “and I'd been in a Baptist
church all my life.”)

Jogging the last curve, the coach
askog, ““Are you really a Christian?”

Baker knew what the coach
meant, but didn’t answer. They hit
the last sprint, This time the coach
ran like he could have carlier. In 110
yards he beat Baker by at least 20
yards.

The freshman was humiliated. “I
felt like he had cheated me. But
the Lord used that, because after-
ward | got to thinking, ‘Lord, I've
cheated you all this time, too, be-

cause I've been playing a game I'm
not really in./ "

Through the coach’s witness, ‘I
found out . .. that God has a pur-
pose for every life, that he calls
more than Lust reachers,” Baker
reflected as he talked at missionary
orlentation,

“This changed my whole perspec-
tive on life somewhat, because it
meant God had more to say to me
than just on Sunday.”

Partially because Baker found his
purpose while a student, he wants
to work with students now.

| feel comfortable around col-
lege students, They're alive. They're
wﬁllng to change. They want to
change. | think they want a purpose,

‘| think a college student is very
open. | think he somewhat wants
to revolt in a way, but | think he’s
looking for something to grab hold
of and put meaning in life. Those

. turning off soclety . . . have
found out tgat money does not an-
swer their problems like thelr par-
ents promised.”

After college and seminary train-
ing, Baker spent a year In the Texas
Baptist student department under
W. F. Howard, ministering to inter-
national students. He has also heen

a pastor and a high school teacher
and coach. Mrs. Baker (Marsha) has
also taught school.

Now Baker, Marsha, and their
two children have arrived in Korea
to begin language study before un-
dertaking a m?nlstry to students
there. (“What we've found about
our children,” said the Bakers, “is
that where we’re happy, they're
happy.”)

A major factor in mission influ-
ence came at the church the Bakers
attended shortly after marriage while
juniors in college. The pastor pre-
sented what he called “living epis-
tles,”” cach Sunday reading a letter
from a different foreign missionary,
concluding with prayer requests.

“Nearly cight times out of ten
the first request would be to pray
for workers,” said Baker. "“So we
got caught up in this thing: ‘Lord,
send some workers.” Then we got to
the place of saying, ‘Lord, would
you send us?’

“It was more . . . our wanting to
go and asking God’s permission in-
stead of fccl?ng directly God’s call
at first,

“Our first real commitment was,
‘Lord, we want to go If you can
use us in any way.'”

THE COMMI88ION




I WALK with a legend.
She is five fect, two inches tall, 64
years old, Chinese by birth,

Her title: Wang Shrmu (meaning
“Mrs. Wang, woman cvangelist or
pastor"), n title of honor indecd for a
widowed “Bible Woman,"

Small by physical standards, she is
a glant in spiritual matters, and a verl-
table dynamo of encrgy (although 64,
she can outwalk most of us).

And she Is a legend—a walking,
living legend,

Because of her, there are five per-
manent churches and four other
preaching points cstablished in a
chain running from Kaohsiung, Thai-
wan, into the high mountains.

She has won countless people to
Christ—in a recent year-and-a-half
period I counted 95 who were baptized.

She is a legend. Just ask the 53
orphans at her indigenous orphanage.
(The new orphanage building—she

By Harry E. Poovey

Missionary in Taiwan

Mrs. Wang

Walking with
a Legend

collected cvery penny for construction
—now has three fish ponds to provide
protein for the children's diots.)

Or ask the 51,000 Hakka folk in the
village of Mei Nung, where she bogan
the Baptist work.,

Inquirc among the refugees out of
Burma, or the Bununs, the Tayal, the
Paiwan (aboriginal mountain tribal
people).

Ask the 475 children who are fed
daily through her programs of Chris-
tinn service conducted from a shed on
the main road in her village.

She is a walking, breathing, living
legend. Ask the flock of pcople who
always seck her out when they are ill
or in trouble. Observe the love, re-
spect, and awe in the eyes of villagors
when she enters their community.

She is truly a legend. But sho doesn't
know it. And she wouldn't belleve it it
you told her,

Dodication for village chapel building In Taiwan. At right aro Mrs. Wang and Author Poovey.
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AM NOT a missionary. I am not

oven a preacher. I am a retired
rural mail carrier. But for six adven-
ture-packed months I was radio .offi-
cer for a missile-tracking ship, the
USNS Sword Knot.

On this voyage I learned what it
means to bo a Christian in the pagan
world of a ship's crew. I felt the lone-
lincss and frustration of a missionary
who finds it is impossible to share the
gospel with everyone. I learned the
value of Christian fellowship, and I
claimed God's promise when ho said,
“My word shall not return unto me
void."

The Sword Knot had been two
months at sca and ono month an-
chored in the bay of Lourengo Mar-
ques, tho capital of Mozambique. I
had Sunday oft from tho usual moun-
tain of paper work and mossage-send-
ing. Tho day was bright and fair. On
two previous Sundays I had tried un-
successfully to locate a Protestant
church., Failing this, I had attended
mass, but Latin chants did not feed my
hungry soul. Although overy night I
was reading a chaptor and sometimes
a whole book of the Biblo, I craved
Christian fellowship. None of my ship-
mates seemed to be active Christians,

Praying for God's guidance, I
walked from the docks to the city hall,
There I was directed to the Red Cross,
where I was told how to find a Church
of God mission. Tho missionary at that
church gave me intricate dircctions to
a Baptist church, By thon it was ten
o'clock.

When I realized I had missed a turn
and lost my way, I stopped on the
sidoewalk and prayed, “Lord, lecad mo
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to someone who can show me the
way.” Looking down the next street, I
saw two men standing beside a car.
Sute enough, they spoke English, and
one of them was about to drive by the
very church I was looking for! He told
me to get in, and that is how I finally
came to worship in a Baptist church in
a strango land.

The welcome I received was balm
to my soul. The pastor asked mo to
say a fow words the next Sunday
through an interpreter. I was more
than happy to share my faith with
these wonderful people of La Primeira
Igreja Baptista (the First Baptist
Church). In fact, I felt so bouyant
that T oven dared to sing tho first solo
of my life—and without accompani-
ment,

Christmas Day—my first away from
home in all my 60 ycars—could casily
have been unbearable. However, I had
just received 13 lotters from home,
onc a speclal card from niy wife,
marked “Open Dec. 25th.” In addi-
tion, I attended the Christmas service
at La Primeira Igreja Baptista on
Monday. Even though it was sung in
Portugucese, there was no mistaking
the haunting melody of “Silent Night,”
or the rousing sound of “Hark, the
Herald Angels Sing” I was among
people who loved tho Babe in the
manger because they also know him as
Saviour, and thore is no sweeter fel-
lowship In the world,

A month later we were notified that
we would be sailing for home the next
day. After supper I stood outside my
cabin on tho fifth deck, enjoying the
gentle breeze and watching the sun's
glow fade from the bustling city. I sud-
denly realized that there was a pm?oso
to the movement of the milling along
the dock. Glancing astern, I saw one
of the kitchen help throwing scraps of

BY C. E. HAND

food ashore, The people pounced on
cach scrap like hungry chickens,

It occurred to me that I would not
need the pocketful of escudos (coins)
that I had left. With some idea of
wahting to help alloviate the desperate
need I saw, even in so slight a way, I
began to pitch coins. across the fow
feet of water. More hurrying and scur-
rying. I waited until the hubbub died
down cacli timo before throwing an-
other coin,

Finally my supply was oxhausted,
but by now the crowd was looking up-
on mo as some kind of magnificent
benefactor, I cast about in my mind
for somcthing clse I could give them.
Rummaging in my cabin, I found
somo old T-shirts and a pair of khaki
pants that I decided I could do with-
out. These were as cagerly recelved as
the colns,

Noxt I raided my collection of radlo
magazines and Readers Digests. If tho
people couldn't read, I reasoncd, at
least the{ might liko tho plctures,

Still -the crowd wailted expectantly.
What more could I give up? My only
hymnbook? It was a speclal present
from my daughter, Sho had thought it
might comfort me on my long days at
sca without a church or any religious
servico to attend, And it had, But I was
going home now, My worst days were
behind me. If these people were curl-
ous ecnough, they might find a Chris-
tlan who could explain, to them-the
meaning of the hymns, If it were In-

as told to Betty Hand Taylor
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strumental in the salvation of one per- . |
:‘on. it would be worth the small sacri- -
ce, . \ g "f . "i\,;*'» }, K (

1 paused with my arm cocked to  .*
throw the hymnbook, The .crowd ‘
scemed, to, breathe' as one man, They ¢ ~
sehsed that this was more important’ -
than the other things I had thrown
them. Finally I lot it fly. Although there.
was a scramble, care was taken not to
tear it. The lucky man began to turn ', ;.
tho pages, A crowd looked over his P
shoulder, In my mind I imagined them. :
learning to sing “To the old rugged
cross, I will ever be true.”

At that moment I did somethlng
clsc I had not planned to do, I re-
turncd to my cabin and got my; Bible, -
If a hymbook could bring them the I ¢
gospel, how much more the Bible it '
sclf? I wished I had a thousand ‘tracts
in their own language to give them,

Beforo lotting them have this treas- \
ure, I stood a long time holding it
above my head, With my right hand:I
pointed at tho Blblé and up into the
sky repcatedly. After awhile the crowd
becamo breathlessly quiet, No one
stirred, Then one and another began
to nod as if thoy understood that this
gm:’ a book that would tell them about -

o L}

I propared to throw it—cortainly
the only time I have ever thrown away
a Bible, The breozo had freshened into
a wind, I tried to allow for this, but
somehow the wind caught the pages
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and the Biblo landed close to the edge, LW
of the wharf. .

Tho rush of tho crowd did not.seem .. " §
quite as savage thls time; One man ‘"4
soon on{ergcd and edged off to'one’ . . .
sido with a dozen or so of his friends. o é
They began poring over its pages: in .+ H§
apparent awe, As thoy left, my prayer 5
for their salvation followed them, . . n

T have absolutely no way of know- 1
ing what becamo of my hymnbook'or  * %
tho Bible. But I do know the'promlse §
of -the Lord, “My word shall not reé. v
turn unto me vold, but shall accom-. E

-

i Ay R

plish the J)urpose whereunto Isent it.” - i~
I claimed that promise ohe evening
on tho shoro of & forelgn land when I -

p

threw away my Bible,

A
R Yo
N L
o ¥ o x R
Y YR % \:"’“ ™
f‘&? 5 :'A‘;,*:-\‘ ¥
~ NUSRYNLINFL Y 0
Co ; A, TR )
'Af.‘ . , ¢ o, ! %
+ i, % ’;
) Ty . . (7 IS 4
¢ . LI '} R N
w 3 'y f. ey N
‘.’, ¥ ‘ %y _—
{ ¥ ’11’ H |
. ‘? ' Py 1
3 LY, b s B - ' i B
. s T MANLE 4 N b o L ’,
FRE Mar s 4 r



. :
3 4 ¢ i, et A ik et » A K
o P R Lk (¢ oy ' Fq. ol
2 v R Sl
* e
K
L)
.
K
]
: g -
h P > e M Ty
% > ,{‘ 1 3
¢
¥ « \
¥y Y
.
.
3
¥ o8 *
.
n“ -
+ \ e
( y "
-
] 4
. 4

E By Roberta Kells Dorr

§

¥

: Loprosy patients at Jibla. Advanced
; case (at right) has caused blindness.
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g‘; Photea by Franklin ¥, Fewler
:;} Above: Baptist Hospital at Jibla, Yamen. Below: Pharmacy.

M BROCK felt a twinge of appie-

hension as his plane seemed about
to land on top of onc of the jagged
peaks btlow. As the craft tipped one
wing, Jim caught a flecting glimpee of
a barc patch of flat land and a small
building with a circular top, which
must be the Yemeni control tower,

This certainly wasn’t Texas (his
home state) or anything like it. He
could sense that this summer was go-
ing to be different from any he had
known.

Lecaving the plane, he wondered it
his message had been received—and
what he would do if there were no ono
to meet him. All around were short,
dark men in skirts and turbans. They
all scemed to be smiling in a friendly
way and motioning him toward the
building.

He followed their direction and sud-
denly saw the one person ho know—
his pastor's sister, pretty, red-haired
Carolyn McClellan, a missionary
nurse. Next to her, smiling happily,
stood a short, dark-haired woman. Jim
kncw shc must be Maria Luisa
Hidalgo, the Spanish nurse.

Jim went through customs with no
problem once Maria Luisa told the of-
ficials he was the third-yecar medical
student from Texas who was coming
to help at the Baptist Hospital in Jibla
for the summer, (He went under the
Mcdical Receptorship Program of the
Foreign Mission Board.)

During the ride in the Land Rover
Jim wanted to ask questions, but the
noise of the vehicle on the bumpy, dirt
rond made conversation impossible,
He could only look out the window at
the surprising landséape rushing by.
This was not sandy desert, but lovely
grecn mountains. It was not hot cither,
as he had feared, but actually pleasant.

It took an hour and a half to ride
through the valley, climb up and
around the highest mountain that
scemed to block their path, and then
descend into the fertile Provincoe of Ibb,
Soon they turned onto a narrow, ovén
bumpicr, dirt road. Twenty minutes
later Carolyn pointed to bulldlngs dot-
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tiu the mountaintide ahead. These people will R mmnmm“uau) f
“There is the hospital,” she an- mmtdwlh Jim's next amorgoncy hpponed o
nourced. saw 35 patients, Sometimes it wes nec- beafowmoldadv&omm :
“Ard that is Jibla right behind it,"  essary to seek help from Dr. Young, from a window Ngh above the geownd.
added Maria. but as time weat on Jim found there  The windows in Yemeni houses are 3t
Within minutes Jim was meeting were many things that recurred agein  Roor level and have Ro Screons ot bats,
James M. Youag, Jr, the missionary and agaia. somsusytouehidto&lo&m
doctorwlmhadstamdthewotkm he would mever Rile i wes fortumate. Jim setured

Yemen, The visitor was astonished OME experisaces huk&d,admskewabluogo
forget. One was when a father
and \plea::d to find how glad every- carviae his 1) theold home, well and

Nppy.
Before the summer ended Jim found
Jim Brock had wondered just how  Jaby Docause thero seomed 10 be g )y geined a groat deal of expect-
muc‘g h:l t}\ird-year “‘&‘3‘@“&9"“‘ 83;‘0:\ ﬁﬁm‘w}m fouadm“th; b‘h‘;‘y‘ cnce. He had ‘sewed ondiess ‘satuees, |
cou p in a mission ter, A set fractures, scrubbed OR AR WAKROWR .
when he saw the hundreds of patients 120 tuberculosis of the kip. He ex-

a0 reslied et D Vo aaens  plained to tho father that he would mumver O Fajor operaions, and had -

s cven done several hamorthoidectomies -
Yemeni doctor (in Jibla for a year be-  NVG to leave the baby in the hosptal - yipcit " On clinic days he was Tege- |

and that it would take some time for

oy i 0 ey 40 U i i 350 36 puime |
he understood how much ho could do, __1he father picked up the infantand  "Sep oo e mine weeks Brock wes ]
These two doctors had been seaing all 180K RN 20, Q80 S DRUST gt Jibls, he and the two doctorsens | ¢
:li\:mlta;i‘;egt:,m on ca;{‘gto:l}:mm;gendes Jim's hotror was visible on his face mh::g 000 of ti:sea ReW patieats. ' f
overy other night with no one to re- ?tshhe ?ﬂm \Vhyigid 'w&m‘g About a third were Brock's, Thete wes - .
licve them. :m'ff\? n place if you also a daily hospital iapatieat consus
A LTIOUG It vas nisiog afer T fahor ecoguned tho shock and edutes wore pefotmed each etk |
show ll‘:gn tl‘:imh:ssg?almma mﬁx ;\;ﬁedr‘ (t’lf\e‘ttm ch:\;‘mbadc;ct::h‘;:t the tncl\;gs(? %‘: g‘geh:il:gtkus n te |
it o ot oo o . B S50, T Yol i 08
{hi cquipment. vany - pu ands on s hcac: and Low muchmcybomghthmalmbiyyn G

ngs were still needed, of course, but  slightly—the Yemeni way of saying »

he could see at a glanec that this was  he was sorry. dagger all Yomeai mon wear ¥

no primitive, junglo hospital, Southérn  The baby was treated in tho hospital o) 374 inccee to &k:m“"“swﬁ

Baptists could be proud of it. and was able to g0 home before the 3 e wama B o
He could understand why people summer was over ?ncu;bgm&e&ﬁ%\ mm -~
walked for miles over tho mountains Often in the afternoon Dr. David €. o in their. eyes as they Said 800‘1‘““
to be treated at this hospital. On clinic  Dorr (he arrived at the beginning of byc and begged him to come .
days overy type of illness was scen, the summer just as Dr. Young was next Summer
from lcprosy to tuberculosis and bil-  leaving on furlough) and Dr. Hassan R
harzia. The operating rooms were ade-  would be in the operating room, and M Brock is back ia Texas and:
quate for most major surgery, except Jim Brock was the only one available again in medical school. Whea he.
open-heart and chest surgery. to SCC eMErgency cases. finishes at the end of this year there !
("I had to ask, ‘What is bilharzia?”  Onc afternoon five men a d, will be many who feel he is needed so 3
beforo recalling a brief classroom en-  carrying an old woman who had fallen  badly at home that he should rot evea - R
counter two years ago with the blood off a steep cliff while herding cows on  consider going to some foreiga coum-. I° - ¥
flukes,” Brock wrote later. “But after a mountainside. Jim cxamined her try. Before the summerin YomonJim: § - . ¥
sceing three or four cases per day, I thoroughly and determined she had may have half belicved them. Butmow §  ° &
learned quite a lot about its diagnosis, broken the third vertcbrd and was he has gone, and he has'seen, and Ns
complications, and treatment.”) paralyzed. She was pwt in traction im=  life will never ageain be quite the same, §
“This will be your office,” said mediately but only lived two d Although God may not lead him ia-’
Maria, opening the door to a small Through all the cxperience the tam‘ﬁy to medical missions, -Jim hes seea &
. room with a desk. Jim could sce a was greatly impressed with the loving  something he can never forget—thow- % |
screen behind the desk and could bare-  care sho received. sands of people coming in an endiess ~‘f
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ly make out tho cxamining table be- (“Just seeing how those missionaries  streamfor medical help, and only one oY
yond, arc loved and appreciated by the peo- or two doctors and. a few nurses 0
“My office? ho echocd, his oye- plo is morc encouragement than Thave meet the overwhelming need: A
brows raised in a questioning way that  known in a long time," Brock related He has'aleo seen a whole coutry :
said more than his words, later. “Such love and affection are not  which Christ is not known and where
“Of course,” laughed Maria. “You in responss to medical atiention butto  there.is ‘caly this same small handfwl .
will see tomorrow. It won't be difficult.  the love of God that is-being demon- 'ot people to shm the Good Ntm

A

: * = N ~ A
.~ APRIL 1970
. e o * e 77T A
i < . sy o \ R LM TN T T
h * BT e e BN EARR: HENGE ooty St R i)
PR 02, ot e o 5 A s R R A e S RN D B Mol S L



on the reute of the

=
=]
m
0

EXPRESS’

M

< 7 141

m mw. hﬂw

L
wwm,
Mmmm
h

it

\MN
¥
)

»

iz

"~ 8

%
£

/)

i

o

{?

m\u

iyt

T

A
yedidi
.

mwm i M
mm NNMN

m..
i

st

mmm

th.
m

THE COMMISSION

m _.
.
£ .

«
S i ol S il N TUR IS WOV ot

[SENIR TUVICER © % SE R T ST

BN TR oYV 7 INF, [V

aorth dn B B e v kS g T

E L T

PR

L o




,
. Yoo & NERNT LT A A Y
. frod= . b ik 2444 g
mé‘ 3&’ M‘r e e i ik et AN
i T e o - N ,

1
!
:
:

in Nagoya hope to make it
“Japan's Baptist City of the Future."

Next stop, Kyoto, Japan's ancient
-capital, which survived World War Il
without receiving a single bomb. Estab-
lished as the capital in  A.D. 794, the city
remained the seat of the emperors of
Jopan for more than a thousand years.
Kyoto now attracts some 12 million tour-
ists each year

Sometimes called the “Rome of
Japan,"” Kyoto is the home of 1,600
Buddhist temples and 253 Shinto shrines,
as well as some of the most valuable art
treasures of Japan.

Baptist outreach in Kyoto-Sarted in
1950. Today there are four churches and
two missions. The 125-bed Japan Baptist
Hospital was opened in 1955 and has
geeatly strengthened the Baptist witness
in the midst of unparalleled evangelistic
opportunity. The city is one of Japan's
educational and cultural centers and the
home of the nation's first and most fam-
ous mission school, Doshisha, founded
by Niijima Jo Sensei, renowned Japa-
nese Christian leader.

Kyoto is also the acknowledged center
for leftvwing political activity. A Kyoto
Communist Party candidate polled more
than a million votes in recent elections.
Some of Japan's bitterest, most violent
student strikes and demonstrations have
been in Kyoto.

Baptist work has not altogether es.
caped the radicalism centering in the
area, radicalism which in some churches
of other denominations has resulted in
violent confrontations and disruption of
Worship services,

Recently a student group mounted the

. APRIL 1970

of one of the churches belongiag
m Ryodan (United Church), ripped
off the pastor's robe, and forced the con.
grogation to listen to their demands.
\Vith much assistance from the highly
ted ministry of the Baptist hospital
aﬁ a Baptist book store, the ist
witaess for Christ in Ryoto is expanding.
Land for a new mission was purchased
recently. The Max H. Loves, mission-
aries Row on furlough, are to work
—Baptists’ newest in Japan's ancient city
—in June 1970, almost 20 years to the
day after the fiest postwar Baptist effort
gas&b::m in Kyoto by the Coteman D,
a

The train ride from Kyoto to Osaka
requires only a few minutes. A passenger
Rever sees open countryside, for the ens
tire area has been taken over by face
tories, housing complexes, and the
sprawling site of Japan Bx‘)o ‘10

Passing ‘station after station, the ex-
press finally arrives at Shin Osaka—New
Osaka Station, es%ecially built to accom-
modate the new, high-speed train, as are
all other stations on the line.

Japan's second largest city with a
population of three million, Osaka has
been called “the town of the common
people.” Although the city dates to the
seventh century, it is better known for
its modern industrial products flowing
ceaselessly from the assembly lines of
thousands of factories, than for its an-
cient culture or tradition.

People in Osaka are known for their
peculiar country accent, Osaka Ben
(Osaka Dialect), which can be unders
stood only with difficulty by today's
yout‘tlger generation, and sometimes not
at all

Dating from 1952, when the Osaka
Baptist Church was begun as a mission,
Baptist outreach in the postwar era has
expanded to six churches and seven mis-
sions. Three couples and one single mis.
sionary work with ten Japanese pastors.

For sheer size and organized con.
fusion, Osaka overwhelms me, even after
20 years of Jayan‘s crowds, noise, and
traffic jams. Miles of throughways that
now crisscross the city have alleviated to
some extent the colossal traffic: jams of
the past; some tied up traffic for as much
as ¢ight hours,

In this mammoth metropolis of
“wheelers” and “dealers,” this beehive of
industrial activity, this glant city of com.

-merce, industry, and ‘finance, Japan,

through Expo 70, is telling the world of
its economic progresa,

.
On a wmuch smalier cale, in ‘sections
of metropolitan Osaka,. such ‘a8 Moxts
guchi (population 500,000), Missionary: -
E. Prestoa Bennett ia telling the story of:
Jesua Christ to all who will listen, Started
from scratch in 1968, the Moriguohl
Mission today has 23 bellevers—four

married couples, several single working = |

people, and some studeats, ,

As everywhere else in Japan, the probe
lem in Osaka is how to get pe iato.
the church building to hear the message
of Christ. The eighthour day and the
40-hour work week are unknown.ia
Japan. Many workers have only two:or
three days oft each month, usually not
on Sunday. Many commute daily two
hours each way to their work and, physis
cally exhausted, return home after seven
in the evening.

In a country where work is the reli
glon of most people and the quest for
material things looms as strong as in any
other nation, the appeal of the gospel of
Christ hay plenty of competition,’ The
average church attendance in. the na-
tion's houses of worship on any Sunday |
is said to be about 40,

Not only do Baptist church buildings
—small and almost primitive in structure
when compared to the gleaming, modern
movie houses and concert’ halls—face
stit competition from the physical
standpoint, but they also are usually not
located on busy thoroughfarea because.
of the astronomical price of property in. -
preferred areas. ’

Just beyond Osaka, and soon to be
connected with the New Tokaido Line,
is Kobe, Japan's beautiful port and ship-
ping center. There four Baptist churchea.
and three missions—gtaffed by five
pastors and three misslonary cpué'mg.
plus two couples in language studyw
carry on ministry for Christ, :

A book could be written about\lé'ptht
witness in other citles along the line of'
the Bullet Express, beginning with Tokyo
and including Yokohama, Shizuoka,
Yokkaichi, Gifu, Himeji—the list is
long. Many are the thrilling stories of
victories for Christ taking place daily aa
the gospel is preached in these places, as
well as in all the 249 cities, towns, and
hamlets where Baptist missions and
churches ‘are located on the four main
islands:of Japan. . -

To see” oven this one area and to
glimpse the need, the opportumity, and
the wide-open door, is‘an experience not
to be forgotten and after which a visttor
can never be the same, =

i
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FROM THE EDITOR

In Need of Prayer

INTBNSIVB offorts to roach great numbers of unovangelized
people with the gospel of Jesus Christ aro genorally called
ovangelistic campaigns. Prayer support for theso large-scale
offorts is just as cssential as for person-to-person witnessing.
Techniques and mothods for this kind of prayer support are
not suggested here, but purposeful ongagoment is urged.

The hope of Southorn Baptist forolgn missionarles and
their national co-laborers in at loast 20 countrics this yoar is
that many Southorn Baptists will join with thom in effectually
and forvently praying for all phases of their planned offorts
for reaching and winning groat numbers of people to Christ,

If what is sald hore helps incronse the response, we aro
indeed thankful. Porhaps churches and groups, as woll as
individuals, will adopt one or more of tho countrics listed
below. All of us can pray with them and for them through
tho atages of their proparation and oven through the culmina-
tion o? thoir scheduled scasons of proclamation into the
follow-up cfforts.

June-July

Thailand Malaysia-Singapore
India East Pakistan
Okinawa South Vietnam
Indoncsin Hong Kong
Talwan Philippinos
Japan South Korea
Guam

Soptember-October
Tanzania Mualawi
Kenya Zambin
Uganda Rhodesin
Ethiopin

FMB History

By Tur TiMB messengoers from the churches converge at
Denver in Juno for the Southern Baptist Convention, a new
history of tho Foroign Mission Board should bo off the pross.
Published by Broadman Press, it contains cight chaptors and
bears the titlo, Advance: A History of Southern Baptist
Foreign Missions, by Bakor J. Cauthen and othors. Tho
history's production was planned as part of the Board's ob-
servanco of its 125th annlversary.

Adcquate comprohonsion of our denomination's continuing
involvemont in world missions requires knowledge that is
avallable only through woll-documonted history. Such be-
comes a base for undorstanding tho ever-expanding outcome
of the task assignment glven the Board in 1845 by tho newly
constituted convention, Upon that assignment tho Board has
developed and implemented rronrnms and strategics, and has
appointed and asustained a missionary force at all times, even
through some of tho most difficult financial straits imaglnable,

With this newly published history at hand, any interested
person can tracoe the stages of growth through 12§ years and
will better understand the Board's responsibility for main.
talning its prosent misslonary forco, which numbers almost

16

2,500 scrving In 71 flolds, and tho cxpansion needed even to
keop pace with tho past,

Evory church library should have on its shelves at lenst one
copy of Advance: A History of Southern Baptist Foreign
Missions, Tho same Is true for tho libraries of Baptist col-
logoes and seminaries. Advance ordors are advised, Thus
Baptist Book Store managers can more accurately estimate
how many coplies thoy will need for early orders and pur-
chases, Tho prico is $4.98,

Recent Biography

CHINA s the sotting for one of tho most recontly published
missionary blographies, Doctor in an Old World, The author,
Helen Thames Raley, tells the lifo story of Robert E, Beddoe,
missionary doctor.

Until now, only a fow Southern Baptists have known many
of the dotalls about this talented and warm-hearted man of
medicine and music who served many years in South China,
Thoy who have read Bill Wallace of China, written by Jesso
C. Flotcher, know Dr. Beddoe by name and that he was head
of tho hospital at Wuchow, He and Wallaco shared many
blessings and ordoals,

As one reads Doctor in an Old World ho realizes that he
is learning about a man of brilllance and dedication, rare
and distinctive. During such learning ono also gnins new
insight Into tho culture and conditions of China just before
it went Into communistic cclipse, For overyone who wishes
to approach this year's graded scrics of foreign mission study,
this book is worthwhile. It should be part of any program of
background reading and general proparation for the study of
“Chincse Mission Flolds Today,” the theme of tho study
scheduled for this yoar.

Doctor in an Old World 1s published by Word Books and
sclls for $3.95. It is availablo in Baptist Book Stores,

May Program Topic

VioTNAM {8 scheduled for study in May by Current Mis-
sions groups in nlmost all Southorn Baptist churches. Appear-
ing In noxt month's issuc of Tin CoMMissioN s an artlclo
about Missionary Journcyman George Pickle, who will soon
complete his two-year term In Vietnam., Author of the story
is Miss lone Gray, international writer and editor for the
Foroign Misslon Board, She recently toured Vietnam and
observed Pickle at work in a variety of ministries and services.

Wo suggest the use of this story in the study of Vietnam,

It Costs More

CircuMsTaNcEs chango drastically for a subscription to
Tue CommissioN If the subscriber moves outside the United
States. Tho annual subscription rate Is calculated in keeping
with rogular sccond-class malling costs, The Foutnne for send-
ing magazines oversens, even by surfaco mall, requires either
an additional payment by tho subscriber or an adjusted ex-
piration date for the subscription. If you are planning to
change your reslidence to an overseas location, please remem-
ber that the additional cost for sending Tie CoMMissioN to
you will be flve cents an Issue,
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good omen In China; A legendary bird, It Is born to resppesr at
tha most ausplclous océasions;
RSN Long regarded as an emblem of resiirreation, the phoenix
. ended Its long BOO-year life- by self-cremation, Then, Fising

ﬁ] a Slnco prehlltorlc times, tho phoenix hes been the bird of
=
1

Perhaps, today, Talwan may be China's phoenix,
... Can there be a rebirth of this most anclent clvilization?
WIII 8,000-year-old. China rise from Its pyre, now burning red
~ across the east? Only time.and Talwan hold the answer-to such
ca hopo of cultural resurrection,

2 3
* Talwan (sometimes called Formosa or Frae China) Is an
Island province of China, lying Jess than 100 miles off the
i . mainland coast, This Is the only part of China In the world
* today where Chinese and thelr free world friénds may come
& and.go as they wish,
- The lush productlvltv of this country attracted the Jap:
anese, In 1805.a peace treaty with China gave them Formose
. (Portuguese for “'beautifully green"). By this time, Canadian
.and English Presbyterians had been preaching Christ to the
Chinese farming and fishing population for 30 years, During
the period of Japanese occupation, members of a Japanese
2. Hollness group began Christlan work,
C4 0 By the. time World War |1 was over, there were sbout
e 30000 Christlans on the island, end the gospel messege had
Lo soread 1o the ‘mountain tribes of hesd-hunting borlgines.
" When Fog
v~ misslonaries began to join with national Christians to take up
/" thelr Interrupted mision, they found §,000. tribesmen who
“ had accepted the messsge of Christ, Tribal Christisfis hed
’prc'achtd among them, in spite of Jopanm threats and perse-
. cutlon,
ks After but a few yesrs of uncertain pom, the China main-
land began to fall to the sdvancing’Communist srmies, More
and ‘more Chinese from the meinlend provinoesi:were pouiring
Into Talwan, snd in. 1949 the Nationalist government of China
‘moved to the Islend.

APRIL 1!70

“ﬁ“ﬂ:

&

l
Pl e
Vm} 2 M"V K 2e ﬂ y,‘; [ gy
i Nt
I'\

from Its own ashes, it was reborp to last another 500 years,

mosa was returned to China in 1048 and Christian

J; ' ;'

CHINA’S PHOENIX?

Along with the displaced psrsons oame additional Chrlo-
tlan groups. Today, more than 60 mmtllnl otgenizations
have programs of Christian witnessing,* As meny as 800,000
people; porhlpn--dlvldod about equally bitwun Romen .
Cathollc and Protestant groups-are touched to some degree by
- the gospel, And yet, this still lsaves more than 85’ pcyoont of
. *the arproxlmataly 14 milllon population unreached by thi
gospel,

'Amonn thess are Bouthern Bantlsw,North Amcr}un hptltt Aunmhn :
‘and the COnnrvatlvo Baptiss, . _ g

W I

As the Communists put the'torch to:tha ma!nland tose|f .
they could Indeed burn'down Chinese soclety, other fires were' -
burning on Talwan,

Fires of a_new svengellsm, Baptist witnes began’ to reach
the Island during those yesrs of unoertain pesce, Miss Bertha
$mith, of the' ‘Southern Baptist Forelgn Mision Board and
Pastor Yang Mel, Teal, of the China lipﬂw Convention
Frontier Missjons Soclety, wera sent.to Talwan-in 1048, There
followad years of reaping for the Gospsl, the like of which had
noJer been seen boforc In Chlnl. ,

s
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Missionary studies Ta/wanese, with Baptist pastor’s assistance.
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The displaced millions from the' mﬂnhndmdlﬂmd\t
to the point of despalr, Many turned to a gospel heard since
shildhood but never heeded, Others:heerd the story for the
first time, and ‘responided. In the Tirst few:months after a cot

tage Prayer mesting begen, 12 people, were baptized, In ten
years this handful of Baptists had grown into the Taiwan Bap
‘tist. Convention, with 18" churchu and just over 7,000 mem-

" bers; More'than 1,300 peopte-were baptized in one year. The

young Baptist convention, weak and = some might say — wish:
fully organized, sent its first misslonary couple to a prison
calony on Green lsland, just off the esst coast of Talwan.
These years of rapid growth swallowed reinforcements
faster than they could be supplied. Several missionary families
from mainland China were reassigned to this new area. A
faculty and staft were gathered, and the Talwan Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary received its first class of more than 30 stu-

. dents in the fall of 1952,

Gains and needs outstripped each other. Even as a new
missionary couple came to study Chinese, there was a demand
for missionaries who could work with the Taiwansse in the
language of their birth., When missionarles began learning
.Talwanese, there were still the Hakka and tribal communities
walting for a gospel witness. Also among the missionary rein
forcements were some called into English-language work.

Fires of testing. The years between 1952 and 1862 were
filled with all sorts of tests and refining. Much of the testing
had to do with development of physical factlities, which the
young denomination needed for its growth.

An adequate seminary campus was completed. The sum-
mer camp at Ling Tou (Little Ridgecrest) achieved its basic
development, Lay tralning became a serious business. Litera:
ture and school work grew with little Mission* help or money.
Nine bookstores and numerous ‘libraries were opened. Two
Christian schools were being encouraged by the Talwan Baptist
Convention.

Some churches were already paying their own way and
most congregations were beginning to realize that the day
would come when they would be self-supporting rather than
recelving subsidy. Yet they were willing to designate about 10
percent of their total gifts to causes other than local needs.
The estimated per capita gift of Talwan Baptists in ratio to

_ average income was about double that of Southern Baptists,

Although overall growth was slowed, this perlod saw a
refining of the churches in their responsibilities. Less easily
measured was the growing maturity of laymen. Today « 1970 .
there are more than 100 congregations (churches and mission
points) served by over 100 seminary graduates. The Taiwan
Baptist Convention now has a total membership of about
10,000, Careful work has been done in Bible study training
und In evangelism. But the pressures of modern-day living=—
schooling of the young and multiple jobs for the adults—make

for slow growth.

Fires of renswal? Will there be renewal as these fires burn
away the dross? Mass medla evangelism has a good start in
radio; and the groundwork has been laid for a new television
mlnl:try. Churches have been preparing for several yesrs for a
duper ‘avangelistic thrust in the new decade, As many pray,
naw leadership Ja:taking huyt. Quer 60 Southern Baptist mis:
:slonaries are now amigned to Talwan, Others are In training to
‘work ‘with Chinese elsewhere In East and Southeast Asla, A
new literary outreach paces the new church leadmhlp. provid-

‘Ing materials ntcamy for growth,

-*A Mission I8 the omnlmton ‘of Southern Baptist missionaries in a -

”un"v- W
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Talwan may well be China's phognix, assuring renewal of
that great country's spiritual, as well as cultural, lite. Christians
living on the island can say with Paul, A great door and
effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries."
(1 Cor. 16:9) They know the tremendous opportunities for
effective witness on Talwan, while they see the adversaries that
prevent full and free witnessing in mainland China, Even so,
they hear and feel the fervent prayers of their fellow Christians
there. And Christians around the world join them in prayer for
the day when full fellowship will be a joyous reality.

—=by Charles L. Culpepper, Jr.

Reprints of the abeve material are avaiteble free upen mwm
from the Dmrtmmt of Missionary Education and Mmom. kan
Minian Board, SBC, Box 6597, Riehmond, Va. 23250 Thiz &8 @ re

visien and updating of Dr. Meppu’:nmhm on. th. “cAn
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fter long antictpation,
Soutnern Baptists in 1962
entered a newly opened door to
missionary involvement in the
land of India.
ln every respect one of the
world's major countries, India is
roughly comparable in area and
population to Europe apart from
Russia. China is the only coun.
try which exceeds it in popula
tlon. India shares with Japan the
industrial leadership ot Asia and
has exerted considerable ine
fluence in international affairs,
especially among the new
nations of Southeast Asta. It is probably the most religious
country in the world; and Hinduism, the dominant belief, is
the world's oldest historic religion.
v

As a mission field, India holds particular importance. The
madern missionary movement began with the work of Willlam
.Carey in what is now a part of India. The nation's evangelical
Christian population - probably more than 2,000,000 com:
municant members of numerous denominations « is the largest
in Asia. Yet this is only about ane half of 1 percent of India's
population. ,

Although the country has been a major tield for British,
American, and Canadian Baptists, as well as several other Bap-
tist groups, the Sauthern Baptist Convention has never had
misstonary work there until quite recently. Vast areas remain
where Christianity is very weak and where there has bsen no
Baptist work of any kind, Frow‘m&rv standpolnt, this land
presents a special challenge to us,”

No serious attempt to enter India was made by the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board until atter Warld War
I, Plans for the foreign missions advance program preoented to

) the Southern Baptist Convention in 1948.included India as a
possible future tisld, Mission organlzattom not- prevlouslv at
work in the newly independent country: found it difticult to
gst government recognition and approval, Consequently, vises
requested in 1950 for a Southern Baptist missionary couple
were not granted, N

In order to follow any promising poaelbllltv tor an entry
in Indla, the Forelgn Mission Board maintained for 16 years
perlodic. contacts with mistion’ and government personnel
thers, At'one time, it sesmed likely that approval rhight come
for a medical project in Kuhmlr. However. cabinet changes
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removed from xm Indla health
ministry the outstanding Chris
" tien'woman who had encouraged
, our plans, *
: vy
‘ Dr. Paul Brand, a promtmnt
misslonary doctor. then serving
as director of the Vallore Ohris-
‘tian  Medical College in South
" ‘India, visited the Foreign Mis
_slon_Board in Richmond, Vh‘-
“ginla, and.made a suggestion, He

be. happy to. have ‘on its statt'a

well-quallﬂsd Southern Baptist

doctor-and that he felt sure the
college could secure a visa for such'a mlselontry.Wlth person.
nel Inﬁlndla under that arrangement; ‘the: Foreign Mision
Board would be In a much better pasition to explore the pos-
slbllltv of government approval for a South&m Baptist medical
undsrtaking. That effort, ‘In turp, might open the door Jor a
broader mlsslonarv ‘approach, including devalopment of
churches arid other types‘'of Christian witnass and service.

In. response to Dr; Brand's suggestion, the Forelgn Mission
Board ‘offered the service of Dr, and Mrs. Jasper L. McPhall to

_the Vellore: Christian Medical: ‘College and Hospital, This non-
denominational: lnstltutlon is one of the largest and most slq
nificant Christian ‘mission projects anywhere in the world, Dr.
McPhail had speclalized in‘thoracla surgsry, and Mrs, McPhail
had recetved tralning‘and" experience both as nurse ‘and as
anesthetist. When this couple went to Indla In the early fall of
1962, it was an éxpression of the long-standing hopes of
Southern laptlsts to.be able to share Christian mistlonary ‘op
portunities and’ responsibilities there,

During thelr term of service at Vellore, the McPhails ex-
plared ‘avenues that-might lead to an opsning for a formal ,
Southern Baptist mission effort there, They contected, as
potential sources of Information and help, numbers of Indian
leaders in Christian work or-ih medicine,

" g ’ § )

Eventulllv. the city of Bangalore, in Mysore State, South
Indh. wet selected as the most promising site for the

Southern Baptist medical work; and, in the summer of 1908,

Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Bethea and their family were traneferred | to

India to begin work at Bangalore, With the approvel ‘of state

‘ :‘mltlh ?ﬂlclali. plans are under ww for the esteblishment of a
ospital, .

indicated that the colhm ‘would -
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Other misslonarles have now ]olned the Betheas; and a
- ‘multi-faceted ministry-has developed, sven during the perlod
~ of pnpara\lon for' the projected hospital. The doctors have

-conducted outpatient clinlcs, have administered vellef In cases.

* ‘of speclal need, and have opened Bible classes and avangellstle

mmlnac in several sections of the city.
Ay a result of thede efforts, the first church velated:to

SOuthem Baptist work:in India waa omnlzed in December.

1966, By the. end of 1869 there'were six ‘churches and“10°

. other preaching points, and already church«membershlp had |
-, reached 300, made up malnlv of Telugus: : Bangalore, fulfils long years of hope and prayer on the pm of )
In thelr Chrlstma 1900 letter, the Batheas wrote: tha Foreign Mission Board“and many Southern Baptists, We -

‘ Have you ever seen a church happen? We have! Since we trust also that it is the beginning of a wldenlng and unumllv
Jhave been. here twa more new ones have begun because. frulttul ministey ln the challenglng land of Indla. .
.h;'m Chrmlzn;_g'mlv ohey ”?;ks‘: &mnd. “Go y; ;;nto e :
wer, y meet nightly in thatehed mud huts. 5. .

for prayer, then geo witnessing te their. neighbers after ‘\ t ‘ ~by: Wlnston c"W"V T

wmt..«m one Mot avked them to share their new faith: ... g ( ﬁ‘ D T R W T I w s @%
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pelied to are happening “New Testament o bl lln, o At evgens R :‘?, SOt My R
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The door to India has opened for us, It {3adoor ot hope
and opportunity, There are,therefors, Immediate and urgent -
needs for misstonaries qualitied for service in India: Speclalized
m%nln. s a nqulrtmont. Present needs are doctors WIth

‘Dedieation service n site of projected Beptist hospitall, ..

o

speclaity, bourd standlnn. nurées wlth the, mmor'a degree, and
persons with professional training In- hospital administration’
and hospital chaplaincy. Surely, among 11 milllon Southern
Baptlm. God 'has his persons for the meeting of these needs.
‘Our best approach’to India, and that most walcomed by
the jpeople and the government of ‘the country, Is certalnly a
demonstration-in. life and spirit of the meaning of Christian "
compassion. This demonstration will Introduce God's good
news and God's unlque Son to many of Indla's millions.
The.Southern’ Baptist medlcal project being developed at.

Reprine of m abeve materisl are avombk Im upen mtmr
from Department of Missienary Edueation and Prometien, Fereign. Mie:
| tion Beard, 38C, Box 0807, Rishmend, Va. 23230. This is. a revisien

md updotky of the beard's leafiet on India, canp
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Hi {s o timo of thanksgiving and cole-
.J bration, Southern Baptists are remem-
bering 125 years of history. Both ™ tho
Home Mimlon Board and tho Foreign
Mission Board recall that the first action of
the newly established convention in 184S
was the constituting of two mission boards.
The celebration of the anniversary will high-
light the forthcoming meoting of the South-
ern Baptist Convention in Denver, Colorado.
There is much reason for thanksgiving
as wo think of God's graclous leadership
in the work of foreign missions during
theso 123 years. Our minds turn first to
tho missionaries, who responded to tho call
of God and went forth to make known the
glorlous tidings of salvation. What it takos
to be n missionary today is no differont
from what it took in tho carly yecars of
our history, although tho circumstances have
greatly changed. Barly missionarios wore
soparated from loved ones by long months
during which thcr had no word from homo.
Today conversations can be conducted by
ovorsens tolophone. Alrlinos link tho world
with rapid and froquent schedules, Many
invontions have added to the comfort and
convenjenco of llving.

What it takes to bo a missionary, nover-
tholess, has not changed. God's servants
must still faco tho probloms of adjusting to
othor cultures, languagos, circumatances of
work, and tho realities of being foroignors
in a land not their own. Thoy must do their
work amld over-increasing demands, losing
sight of thomselves in advancing the dovel-
opmont of national Christian loadership.
Thoy must stand strong and true amid the
crisos that continuo to oxplode in land
aftor land, They must brave tho winds of
il will that come amid international ten-
slons, We thank God for missionaries who
look to their Lord and seck no other portion
in lifo than to do his blessed will,

Wo praise God for the providoncos
which have surrounded his servants in tholr
labors across tho years, Thore have been
thoss whose lives have been laid down In
lino of .duty on mission flolds, Somo lives
have beon cut short by disense or accident;
somo have died in prison; many have stood
the trinls of war; some have gone through
shortagos of food and deop personal priva.
tion; many have been separated from their
children; many have continued when they
wore surrounded by nntl-foreign attitudes
that mado their daily lifo very difficult,

Amid all this, however, God has granted
his wonderful providences so that his serv.
ants have been able to feol that they do
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not walk alone. There has been victory over
circumstances, and thero has been triumph
amid suffering. Our Lord has kept his Word
to bo with his servants and to make their
ministry fruitful, As wo think about their
safokeoping across tho years, our praise
risos to God for his wonderful, fatherly
caro,

Wo praise God for the privilogo of seeing
an oxpansion of missionary labor in 30
many countries. In tho ecarly days of our
Board's history, many people prayed for
tho vorr countrioa into which woe have
beon priviloged to go in recent years. Wo
feol that many prayors aro being answered
today that wore prayed long years ago.

SlNcn World War II thero has occurred
a phonomonal oxpansion in mission
work, It has no parallel in ecarlior timos,
oxcopt as tho gospel was lgrond through-
out tho Roman Empire in tho days of the
apostlos, For tho first time in Southorn

Baptist history wo aro priviloged to bo at .

work on a truly worldwido scale. The sun

nover sots upon our missionary labors, Wo

now preach his glorious grace in myrlad

!ﬁr}nunnol and undor widely differing con-
‘ on'l

It Is thrilling to bo a part of such a
Christian movement, It makes us feel that
wo aro caught up in tho dimonsions of tho
Groat Commission more in keoping with
our Mastor's desires. Yot wo aro alwnys
rominded of tho lands into which we have
not gono and of tho poople who yeot await
tho mossago of life.

Wo determino to keop prossing forward
with goographical expansion into lands that
need 10 much to know the namo of Christ,
while at tho samo timo strengthoning, solidl-
fying, oxpanding tho ministries in countrios
we have enterod.

Wo praiso God for tho unchanging gospol
wo are privileged to preach in all the world,
No alterations in tho mossage wo bear need
bo made in any land. Wo oxalt tho name
of Josus, Wo toll of* the wondrous love of
God—of his deed of redemption on the
cross and the rosurrection—wheroby man
Is brought to him by faith in the Saviour.
This messagoe is told in a thousand different
ways, fitted to mecot tho circumstances of
the pooplo to whom we speak. It is tho
samo, unchanging story that brings light
into darkness and joy into burdoned hearts.

It is oxhilarating to. think of the multi.
plied ministries which now can bo used to
toll the story of Josus. Not only through
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proaching and teaching, but by ministries
of love and mercy to people in distress the
gospel {s made evident. While undertaking
to manifest the genuinenoss of Chrlstian
caro, peoplo are pointed at all times to the
Lamb of"God, who takes away-tho sin of
tho world. By keeping our eyes both upon
tho deop spiritual needs of man and upon
tho roalitles of his human situation, we
try to follow tho pattern set by Josus in
his ministry.

Wo thank God that even amid the stern
realitios faced by many of our brethreh
in lands behind the Iron Curtafn, Jesus
Christ {s there with them. We pray for the
day to como when the doora to China shall
bo reopencd and our volces may blend with
thoso of our brothron thero in praises to
our Lord. Wo shall learn much from them
about the goodnoss of God and answers to
prayer. Thoy will be ablo to teach us what
they havo learnod in tho school of grace.
Wo aro glad that we are now able to preach
tho love of Christ by means of radio to

oplo in lands behind the Iron Curtain,

ut wo look forward to tho day when we
shall bo ablo to move among thom again
in Joyful service of our Lord,

UR hearts aro fllled with thanksglving

for millions of dedicated Southern
Baptists who, through prayer and giving,
make possiblo this oxpanding missionary
undertaking. Wo thank God for the Co-
oporative Program and the Lottle Moon
Christmas Offering, Those channels of mis.
slonary giving havo kept flowing like swell-
ing streams so that, as people have offered
their lives, tho rosources have been made
ronlblo to sond thom and give thom re-
nforcomont In their labors, Wo are re-
minded, howover, that the needs far exceed
all resources, In 1969, becnuse of limited
funds, tho total amount of recommondations
from mission flolds which could not be
provided camo to $7,716,000,

Wo thank God for his promises. Wo face
tho future realizing that the dangers, dif-
ficulties, probloms, and demands before us
aro groater than over before, We face this
future confldent that our Lord is able to
do oxceeding abundantly above all that we
nsk or think. Wo are assured that the
victory belongs to Jesus Christ. We cast
ourselves completely upon him and rest in
his grace, love, and mercy. And we belleve
fully what he sald, "Upon this rock I build
my church, and the gates of hell shall
not provall against it."
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The Gospel and Human Need
A STRATEGY
FOR VIETNAM

BY WALTER R. DELAMARTER
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e The stoic, frozen look of a wrin-
kled Vietnamese mother as she rides
in the back of a dilapidated pick-up
truck, escorting the orange-and-yellow-
flag-draped box containing the remains
of her fallen soldier son.

® Quiet tears running down the face
of a bewildered husband-father as he
explains that his wife would not have
hemorrhaged to death in childbirth had
some medical assistance been avail-
able.

® Troubled refugees pleading with
Missionary Sam James to help them
retain their squatters’ shacks on a soc-
cer field in the suburbs of Saigon.

® A busload of orphaned children
from the Camranh Christian Orphan-
age singing and laughing as they head
for Sunday School at the Baptist
church in Ba Ngoi in Missionary Wal-
ter Routh’s Volkswagen bus.

® Clouds of dust generated by tanks
and trucks plowing through seas of
bicycles, three-wheeled vehicles, ox-
carts, and human bodies heading ev-
erywhere.

* Giggling Montagnard childrenrac-
ing after the shadow of a helicopter
that inclement weather had forced
down in their mountain village.

e Pumpkin pie (they made it) with
Green Berets in a mountain outpost,
where a visit by a civilian from the
States was like a letter from home.

¢ Fellowship with God’s choicest
servants—Southern Baptist missionar-
ies in Vietnam. Seeing their beautiful
spirit and their humanness under the
constant threat of change and physical
danger.

¢ Flight over the countryside, view-
ing the acne. of war with the pock-
marks of bomb craters around almost
every village.

e Sleep on the floor with 40 home-
less street boys at a crude youth hostel
in downtown Saigon. Hearing them
discuss their exploits of stealing and

pandering. Sensihg their need to be
loved as they reach out to be near and
touch the visiting American.

® Worship with Vietnamese Chris-
tians, my brothers. Entering into the
joy of prayer and song without under-
standing a single word other than the
common Spirit of God that hovers in
our midst.

SUCH 1s the montage of unforgettable
moments from travels as a social
work consultant throughout South
Vietnam during three weeks in July
1969.

My assignment: to visit the stations
of the Baptist Mission in South Viet-
nam, to talk with the missionaries,
Baptist laymen, and officials, both
American and South Vietnamese. My
purpose: to determine how the Mis-
sion could more effectively minister to
the needs of a war-torn nation through
Christian social ministries.

From the moment I was met at
the plane in Saigon by Samuel M.
(Sam) James, Mission chairman, the
urgent need for the development of a
comprehensive strategy of Christian
social ministries in South Vietnam was
apparent. In the ensuing days the
rationale for urgency unfolded.

In the first place, it is apparent that
there is a high level of frustration and
uncertainty among the missionaries as
they attempt to maintain an appropri-
ate balance between an aggressive pro-
gram of evangelism through procla-
mation and diakonic ministry of
service to human and social need.

In every mission station in South
Vietnam the missionaries are con-
fronted with almost overwhelming hu-
man need. Forty percent of the popu-
lation are displaced persons who have
been forced to leave their land and
villages and move to the larger cities,
where there is a higher security and
protection from Viet Cong attack.

Many of these refugees have been
given only temporary shelter and care
by the government. As the war goes

23




TGN, Vs i 0™ 5 AT o e Mg o O S L >+
-

Board to build a large shelhter to

tect these refugees from the weather.
The shelter consisted of corrugated
metal roofing material on wooden

framiag and potles.
Later, on a visit to the camp, I ob-
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served soveral hundred families living
like a &:3 of ll\yungan boc{tl?s in 3{\1“&:33
separated only by partitions of card-
board or other makeshift materials.
‘There were no toilet facilities and a
limited supply of city water,
Many of these rgfugees were almost

totally dependent on government and
private agencies for food, shelter, and
‘medical care. Qutside sources of in-
come were limited since these peo
. "were mostly farmers without the skills
" to penetrate the already oversaturated
labor ‘market in :Saigon. (the popula-
tion in Saigon has mushroomed to over
L ‘ )
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Beside a well.near refugee tents, Vietnamese girt washes fami
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three milkon persons since the begia-
ning of the war).

The (WO WeA the rel
ugees had come to James
for further asistance from the t
Mission. They were not in in
juat material assistance, but they des-

tely needed a friend with power

prestige  who umderstood thsir

plight and could properly represent
their cause with goverament officials.

In a letter they presented to James,
they referred to the fact that many of
the refugee families had become Chrie-
tians during the past two years. They
deeply appreciated the assistance pro-
vided by their Christian brothers, but
now the government had given them
an ukimatum to leave the shelter and
vacate the soccer field within a two-
week period.

WALTER R. DELAMARTER

The author lv aueclate protertor of
welal work and director of aoctal work
education at Southern Boptit Thee
ologlcal Seminary, Loutwvitle, Kentucky.
At the invitation of the Vietnam Bape
tht Mialon and the Porelgn Minten
Board he spent three weeks In South
Vietnam lait wmmer atudylng the
needs for Chritlan octal mintateies.
He gave an informel report of W
findings to the Muaten meeting In
Auvguit and later prepared a langthy .
formal report for the Minlon and |
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“These
Christ in dire need, yet the limitation
of our resources of monvy, time, ard
skill make it alemost impossible to mia-
ister to other than their spiritual
needs.”

With great fesling he declared, “We
need trained Christian missionaries
skilled in social work methods who
can spend their full time devising ways
and means to minister to these unfor
tunate A

Tt was time for the preaching ser-

ly dishes. Right: Vendor in Salgon om ghced metlons.
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vice to start, Sam and I headed for the
sanctuary, leaving the two Vietnamese
men With the comsolation that we
would be praying for their weltare and
suggesting that perhaps it would be
best if they were to retumn to their
tand, now occupied by squatters and
Communist sympathizers,

A second factor, closely related to
the first, is the need for more efficient
and effective use of leadership. In my
constdered opinion it is not the wisest
or most efficient use of missionary
leamh;pk to ﬁg'se men ‘:;\3 women
S marily as pas VA
lists to be workers inpéhﬁs\im so‘?i:]
ministries, where more than half of
their time is spent in such activities.

Most of our missionaries have the

ualities of compassion, concern, and
sire to minister to such needs, but

Maethodist church became target when Viet Cong hid there. Abave: After lunch,
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for the most part they lack the traln-
lng and skill to do this task in the most

‘effective and efficlent way., The in.

volvenient 'of untrained personnel ‘in
such activities means that energles and
akills are diverted from other teaching

"and preaching minlatries, for which
. they &re primarily prepared.

Not only is-there & great need for
trained missionary personnel in soclal
work to provide expertise in direct so-
clal service ministries, but there s also
an even greater need for auch workers
to give increasing leadership to .the
training and enabling of- natlonals,
who must ultimately assume the
greater responsibility for conducting
such ministries. ,

A third factor calling for immediate
response is the imminent possibility of
the increasing withdrawal of American
troops from South Vietnam and_the
transfer of more and mote responaibil-
ity for soclal services to the Viet.
namese government and ¢o private vol-
untary agencies (including churches
and mission urou%e).

In talking with welfare speciallsts

in both the United States and Viet-

namoese governments, we were told
over and over again that as U.S. ald

18 araduall{ reduced, private voluntat
ps h

groups will have to take up the slac

in both welfare and medical services.
A4 fourth factor making a cpmsm-

hensive atrategy significant at this time

- has to do With the avallability of ma-

terial aid and support from U.S, gov=
crnment. resources during the present
transition petiod. In the next two or

-threo years, as U.S. troop strength ls

teduced, there will be an Increased
availability of materials and supplies
to private voluntary agencles. These
will be provided on a “no strings, at-
tached” basls to voluntaty groips
which can be certified as to thelr abllity
to give quality services on a continu-

" ing basls,

The availability of materlal supplies
in South Vietnam is not really a prob- .

. lem at the presént time. The primary

problem that haunts: both the .Viet-

" namese and U.S, governments s that
of securing the necessary ‘survelllance
" for the fair and equitable distribution’

of such supplies, o \
I belleve that our mission stations

~ can be qualified: to'provide such direce

tlons ‘Without violating Baptist prin.-
ciples of separation of church and
state, 1t the minimum of ‘professional
leadership is provided, ,

. Still another factor contributing to

an:
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Part of Saigon, probably the world’s ‘““‘most densely populated’ city, says Newsweek.

an urgent need for the development of
Chrisitan social ministries is the need
for the Vietnamese Christians and
others to see some tangible evidences
of care and concern for their physical
and social needs. Response to evan-
gelistic ministries in South Vietnam
has been most productive, but every-
where the missionary turns he is faced
with staggering human need.

In My Ca, outside of Ba Ngoi, one
revival emphasis resulted in more than
45 conversions to Christ in one week.
There are 193 families in this refugee
camp, and there are Baptist members
in 85 different families. In 65 families
the head of the family is a Baptist.

In a lengthy discussion with mem-
bers of the chapel at My Ca, the peo-
ple indicated a desperate need for
medical care, a training program for
their children, and a minimum amount
of capital they could use to purchase
pigs, chickens, and cattle. These refu-
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gees are provided 600 square meters
(20 feet by 30 feet) of land on which
to build a small shack and cultivate a
garden.

The people are industrious and dur-
ing the past year have constructed a
church building by themselves with
materials supplied by chaplains from
U.S. Air Force and Army bases at
Camranh.

Walter A. Routh, missionary there,
spends a great deal of his time trying
to minister to the total needs of these
people. During one visit we learned
that a young wife had died during the
night because of the lack of adequate
medical care while she was having a
miscarriage. Even outpatient facilities
could have spared this woman’s life.

One must be impressed with the un-
tiring efforts of Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries to maximize the spiritual and
material resources for the troubled
citizens of South Vietnam. While the

major thrust of these missionaries has
not been that of providing for human
need, the urgency of need is such that
no compassionate, caring missionary
could pass by on the other side and
refuse to bind up wounds and give the
cup of cold water in the name of
Christ.

Contemporary “Good Samaritan”
ministries take on many different
shapes in Vietnam.

There are programs of community
development that are usually carried
on in established villages or resettled
refugee villages. Such service ministries
include:

—Education projects, such as build-
ing of schools, literary programs, Eng-
lish teaching, etc.;

—Economic uplift projects, such as
industrial training, sewing, typing, agri-
culture advice and help, and develop-
ment of simple, but permanent, indus-
try to provide jobs for the community;

—Direct welfare projects, such as
distribution of food and clothing to the
needy, welfare assistance through fi-
nancial aid, children’s day care cen-
ters, and the like.

Institutional aid is another form
of assistance that includes working
with established institutional programs
where more specialized services are
rendered by nurses, doctors, social
workers, agricultural specialists, and
others.

With 40 percent of the population
moving about as refugees, the task of
resettlement in permanent quarters is
a staggering one. Missionaries are con-
stantly bombarded with wurgent re-
quests for food, clothing, bedding, and
building materials. The problems of
logistics alone are almost overwhelm-
ing. Surveillance of goods which are
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desperately needed by frantic people
makes the fair, equitable, and efficient
1 handling of such aid a major problem.

Missionaries are continually called
on to assist in the establishment of
educational programs. Vietnam has no
national program of education that
reaches out to all classes at every edu-
cational level. In the past education
was denied the lower classes except in
the elementary grades. Education at
the high school and university level
was limited to the economic and politi-
cal aristocracy.

Times are changing in Vietnam.
Wherever I asked, “What do you con-
sider one of the most urgent human
needs in South Vietnam?” the reply
would usually place high priority on
the need for more educational services.

Several generic ideas for program
development seem to have emerged
‘L from this study. These might be clas-
sified as: (1) training of national lead-
ers; (2) utilization of professional mis-
sionary leadership; (3) utilization of
lay leaders at the local church mission
level; (4) the development of a com-
munity center concept of weekday
ministries.

Training Leaders: Perhaps no area
of need is so urgent as is the training
of national leaders in Christian social
ministries. Wherever indigenous lead-
ers have been trained it has been a
revelation to see their effectiveness in
enlisting the followship of nationals.

At the refugee resettlement village
of My Ca a young Vietnamese pastor
is taking major responsibility in pro-
viding pastoral leadership for a con-
gregation that includes more than
’L 100 new converts. This young man
and two young women who were
trained in the Baptist Theological Sem-
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Facing the Needs

By lone Gray
FMB International Writer and Editor

THE CLEAREST and most compre-
hensive strategy for Christian social
work ever devised by Southern Bap-
tist foreign missionaries for the relief
of suffering in a country has been
hammered out by the social ministries
committee of the Vietnam Baptist
Mission. |
~ The proposed program included:

(1) Beginning and continuing a pro-
gram of training in social ministries
through the Baptist theological semi-
nary in Saigon;

(2) Encouraging the election of
Christian social ministries committees
of local Baptist churches; '

(3) Instituting day care centers and
programs of weekday activities—such
as classes in elementary first aid, pre-
natal care, home health, infant and
child care, nutrition, and food prepa-
ration and preservation—and starting
outpatient clinics, counseling in fam-
ily planning, and supervised recrea-
tion;

(4) Establishing a continuing pro-
gram of workshops for training social
ministries committees of churches;

(5) Continuing the distribution of
relief goods.

Walter Delamarter’s 46-page report
was in the hands of the social minis-
tries committee when it met in late
November to draw up a policy state-
ment of Christian social concern for
the Vietnam Baptist Mission. The
Mission’s executive committee the
same week accepted the statement for
depth study.

Among the principles of Christian
social concern the committee wrote
into the policy statement:

1. “That which we do must help,
not hurt, enhancing the dignity of the
individual. . . . These questions might
be asked: Does what we do for him
make him more dependent? Does it
bind him more to his present bondage
and needs? Does it lessen incentive?
Does it hinder personal development?
Does it meet a real need while help-
ing him grow?

2. “That which we do should be
identified with a local church or
churches. This implies that it is a
ministry of Christian concern of the
local church. It also implies that,
where possible, existing church build-
ings will be used as centers for pro-
jecting activities.

3. “Activities should be of a na-
ture that mission involvement can be

terminated without endangering the
effectiveness of the program. This rec-
ognizes that our program is assisting
in the development of indigenous
churches, that we carry on work from
limited financial resources, and that
we carry on work with limited per-
sonnel.”

“Focus on quality rather than on
quantity,” encouraged Delamarter.
“Good leadership in a tent is better
than poor leadership in a beautiful
facility,” he added.

He also stated: “The church cannot
be church unless it proclaims, teaches,
provides a Christian fellowship, and
engages in a ministry of service and
healing. When any one of the four
basic functions is missing, the church
is no longer a whole church.”

The social ministries committee
suggested four church-centered goals
for 1970. These must meet the ap-
proval of the churches. They are:

—Cooperate with the seminary in
Saigon in beginning a course on the
introduction to Christian social min-
istries.

—Set up a pilot project in day care
or in kindergarten—or both—in co-
operation with a local church.

—Set up a pilot project in other
weekday ministries in cooperation
with a local church.

—Conduct at least one workshop
after implementation of these two
pilot projects to train leaders of local
churches in social ministries.

The committee closed its statement
of purpose by declaring: “Our minis-
try of Christian social concern seeks
to exemplify New Testament practice
in cooperation with local Baptist
churches and to train the members of
these churches so that they can and
will carry out Christ’s command in an
indigenous mammer apart from our
presence in South Vietnam.”

A career social worker was placed
high on the list of personnel requests
by the Vietnam Baptist Mission.

As an emergency measure in the
meantime, the Mission has asked the
Foreign Mission Board to try to find
a social ministries specialist willing to
come to South Vietnam to work a
year or two with the missionaries in
English so that a structuired program
of Christian social work can be
started immediately, beginning with
the four 1970 goals.
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inary in Saigon conducted a Vacatlon
Bible School at My Ca last summer.
They enrolled more than 80 children
during the one-week period. The local
missiontarles, Walter and Pauline
Routh, were amazed at the nationals’
effectiveness with a minimum amount
of supervision.

The social ministrics committee of
the Vietnam Baptist Mission has al-
ready taken steps to initiate a program
of cxpanded training in Christian so-
cial ministries at the sominary in
Saigon.

Professional Leadership: A sccond
basic thrust of response to human nced
should take the form of utilizing spe-
clalized professional missionary lead-
crship in numcrous arcas. A cardinal

principle will be to provide specialists
who will train indigenous leadoers
rather than dissipate their cfforts in
direct services to multitudes.

: s s PR
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Nurses are needed to train midwives
and practical nurses. Misslonary teach-
crs are neceded to train Vietnamese
teachers at the elementary lovels, Pro-
fessional social workers are needed to
train lay helpers. Home ecconomists
and agriculturalists are nceded to
teach improved homemaking and farm-
ing techniques.

Lay Leadership: Extonsive pro-
grams of in-service training need to
be implemented to assist tho laity in
assuming more responsibility for pro-
gram direction at the local church/
mission lovel. Mobile teams of mis-
slonary specialists working out of Sai-
gon could carry training to overy mis-
slon station if floxible floating tcams
could be provided for such a ministry.

The handwriting is on the wall in
Victnam, and there appears little doubt
that Victnamization will become an
cver-increasing reality as months and

- \ . - * - A ) L .
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years go by. Staggering needs of reliet
and leader);hlp can no longer be met
by unlimited support from the U.S.
government or private organizations in
the United States. Such needs will have
to be increasingly met at the local
lovel,

Even tho national Vietnamese gove
crnment, unless it recoives more help
from outside sources than is aatici-
pated, will find it difficult to provide
adequate supplics of both material and
leadership.

Community Center Concept: This
leads to a fourth basic idea, which
posits the responsibility for organizing
local services around community con-
ters serving whole neighborhoods.

The Ministry of Social Welfaro of
the South Victnam government is urg-
ing such & program to help combat
acute problems in sanitation, housing,
control and provention of crime, child

T

carc, destitute families, prostitution,
delinquency, poor health, (illiteracy,
and other problems which, under ordi-
nary circumstances, individuals and
familics might ecither avolid or control.

Since there obviously are insufficient
government funds for tho ecstablish-
ment of such centors on a nation-wide
scale, tho national government is ap-
pealing to private groups—such as
churches, missions, hospitals, schools,
and other agencies—to provide a nu-
clous for such conters.

While the Baptist “community cen-
ter concept” would not incorporate all

Far left: Schoolboy
in Nhatrang.

Left: Montagnard
mother and chiidren,
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Mealtime at orphanage
near Camranh.

Below: Missionary
Walter A. Routh leads
business meeting at a
mission in Camranh area.

the compononts of the government
program, it might include some of the
following characteristics:

(1) It would serve a given noigh-
borhood or geographical area. A

(2) It would attempt to serve all
the people of a neighborhood, not just
the church members.

(3) The program would be multi-
service in nature, with programs dur-
ing the entire week, including worship,
proclamation, and Bible study.

(4) The center's weekday program
would be conducted in church facili-
ties, not in scparate facilitics. Separa-
tion would lead to an unhealthy cleav-
age between proclamation and social
concerns.

(5) Roferral would be as important
as direct services.

(6) The program would be admin-
istered by an advisory board composed
of Mission, local church, and neighbor-
hood representatives.

(7) The program would be an ox-
tension of the diakonic ministry of the
church.,

Word now comes from the social
ministrics committee of the Vietnam
Baptist Mission that many of the find-
ings reported above have begun to be
implemented. A recent release from
Saigon by Miss Ione Gray (sce box,
page 27) tells of training programs at
the scminary in Saigon, where Mis-
sionary James is adding a new dimen-
sion of Christian social ministrics to
the seminary curriculum. Social minis-
tries committees are being formed in
local Baptist churches; day care cen-
ters and mother's clubs have been
started; continuing cducation work-
shops have been initlated for the train-
ing of local lay lcadership; thero is a
continuing emphasis on the distribu-
tion of relief goods.

As the work of Vietnamese Chris-
tians continucs to reflect the Good
Samaritan dimensions of caring-—min-
istering to the whole man in the name
of Christ—the broken pcople of that
ravished nation may once again say,
“My how those Christians love one
another,” and turn to Him who is the
author of every good and perfect gift.

APRIL 1970
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Pigs for Sale

THE FARM in Chone attracts a variety of pcople—some rich, some poor.
Some come to buy pigs and want all we have, taking out rolls of bills to prove
they mcan busincss, But with a program of help we can't sell only to the rich.
The farm has a rule to scll only one male and one female pig to cach farmer.
If the farmer is so poor he cannot pay the reasonable price, there is a program
whereby he can obtain a female and repay the farm by returning ovggean

two of her offspring.

After two and a half ycars of the mission's hog project, there
is now blood from our hogs in about 2,000 head over an arca of
five provinces of Ecuador. We started in 1967 by importing five
little pigs from the States. In December 1968, we imported cight
morc pigs. We now have 15 sows, and we arc sclling the pigs as fast as we can
wean them.,

In order to cnlarge the mission's agricultural project, we recently leased a
36-acrc farm across the road from our present facllitics, with an option to buy.
The purchase will allow us to incrcasc present operations by some SO percent.

We arc now using the banana harvest of about 80 stalks n week to feed our
hogs. Good quality bananas are worth only about 12 cents a stalk here. The
furm also has chocolate, coffce, mango, lemon, orange, tangerine, grapefruit,
coconut, avacado, pincapple, and cashew nut trees.

We ask your prayers for our ministry to the physical and spiritual nceds of a
lost and hungry pcople. It scems impossible that there could be so much poverty
and malnutrition in an arca where the land is rich and the climate is favorable
to the production of many farm crops and fruits. But as God's great salvation
is rich and plentiful for all pcople, and few have received it, so it is here with
the bountiful soll and the lack of a wholesome diet.

[73) RicHARD D, CLEMENT, Chone, Manabi, Ecuador

Realization in India

WHEN confronted with India's culture and its overwhelming problems, the
tendency is to feel sympathetic and then critical of the scemingly hopeless situ-
ations: a culturc stecped in fatalism; extremely high uncmployment (50 per-

‘ % cent among our church members), coupled with poor wages
‘ (laborers make 25 cents a day); and extremely distorted ideas of
i ) what Christianity is all about,

It took time for our fcclings to level off so that we could see
things in their proper perspective. After some time we came to
rcalize that to minister adequately to the Indian we must not only
sympathize with him but accept him as a person rather than a statistical need, a
certain point on the spectrum of the persistent caste system, or a nondescript
“mission ficld."”

This rcalization has allowed us to walk alongside our Indian brother, not in
front of or behind him. The wonderful part of it is that our new countrymen
have allowed us to flounder around, make mistakes, and seck our own relation-
ships to them without being critical or unloving.

As you can sce, India has given us far more in comparison to what we bring!

RICHARD H. HELLINGER, Bangalore, India
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Claudia

CLAUDIA, a lovely young mother of
four, brought her sick child to one of
the medical centers sponsored by
Templo Bautista Central. She had
taken him to government hospitals,
doctors in private practice, and cvery-
where anyone rccommcnded but he
did not respond to any - -
of the trecatment.

Finally a friend sug-
gested the Baptist Medi-
cal Center, “where they
trecat you with love and _
kindness, as well as with modem pro-
fessional skill and medicines."

Her child did respond to the treat-
ment, and the mother speaks with
pride as she says, “They gave me much
more than prescriptions of medicine.
They gave me a desire to know per
sonally the Saviour that was presented
to me that day as I waited to sce the
physician.”

The following Sunday morning she
sat in a class taught by a devout
woman of God, also a physician in an-
other of the Baptist medical centers.
The mother listened as God's Word
was cxplained. She tried to stay for
church, but her small children became
so restless she had to leave. That night
she found someone to stay with them
and returned to church to make her
profession of faith in Christ.

The story docs not end there. She
gocs daily to the medical center in the
church near her home to give personal
testimony of what Christ means in her
life. She has not missed a church ser-
vice. She wants to learn all she can in
Sunday School, Training Union, and
Woman's Missionary Socicty so she
can be a more cffective worker.

HOWARD L. SHOEMAKE
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
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Two MKs in Vietnam: Left, Samual J. Longbottam I, the oldest son of Mr. and
Mrs. Samuel J. Longbottom, Jr, missionaries at Dalat. Right, Tracy Humphries,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James F. Humphries, missionary associates in Saigon.

Echoes from Listeners

WE HAVE received thrilling responses to our radio and television ministry.
Many letters voice appreciation and request copics of sermons, Bible lessons,
or both. But there are some responses a bit less regular.

From a teacher in a small Bible institute came a request for ten copies cach
of Pastor Peol's messages, “because these are being analyzed by my students
in my homiletics class to tecach them many good approaches to
presenting the gospel.” (How often Howard [my husband] would
come home from a homilctics class when he was teaching in the
Philippinc Baptist Theological Seminary to relate what an excel-
lent message his best student, Eduardo Peol, had given that day!)

From the opcrators of a barber shop in a neighboring province:
“l close my shop on Sunday, go to church, and always hcar and watch your
radio and TV programs. Then when working days come again, I am able to
share with my customers the many fine things I have seen and heard.™

From a teacher in a Catholic university: “I . . . greatly desire to study in
your correspondence school, but need to ask if you will put me on the mail-
ing list since I am a Catholic.”

From a college student in Makati, Rizal: “I would like to describe your
valuable lessons as a mirror in helping me to sce myself as I really am. I am a
Catholic believer and often went to church only once a year. This is my first
time in my life to read the Bible. Actually I have no Bible at all of my own.
All the answers I made to your questions were gotten from a borrowed Bible
of a Mcthodist friend of mine. I want to continue studying your lessons until 1
fully understand.” (A Bible was sent.)

From the lower island of Mindanao: “I have been a churchgoer since child-
hood (now 22), but my knowledge about the truths of the Word of God was
so little. Last week I was chosen as one of our VBS teachers, and 1 used your
lessons to help me understand what I had to teach.”

From an isolated province: “Your songs and biblical message really chal-
lenge me, and I always end up in fervent prayer. I recoived Jesus Christ as my
Saviour through this broadcast, and now I want to scrve God as I can.”

From one¢ serving in a local church in the greater Manila arca: “I am a
Methodist and a music-lover. Your becautiful songs and wonderful messages
move me to action. I am a choir member and plan to introduce some of your
songs to our choir.”

€D

m-w.“

MARJORIE (Mrs. Howard D.) OLIVE
Makati, Rizal, Philippines
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Purpose

\WHILE the first year on the field has
been worderful, it has mot all been
casy. It been a growiag experiemce
for me, ard, as in aH growth, there has
been Some paia.

The times of frustration ard depres-
sion have been very real, yet so have
the times of victories in Christ. God
has been far away, and he Ras been
near. In the same instant
I believe and I douby; 1
have courage, yet I fear
e known peace ard
struggle. =/,

Its been a year of AL
lcarning. Each day 1 learn more about
God's demands on me as a disciple.
Its a paradox. My very best effort
could never be enough; yet God takes
that cffort, and it is erough.

This past year I'e lkamed more
about this world—it is full of super
stitution and ignorance, of poverty and
suffering, of discase and hate. The ex-
periences of this year have taught me
much about faith, hope, endurance,
patience, and love.

Out of the confusion of today's
world—be it in America or Africa—
only Jesus can bring meaning; out of
the tumult only he can bring peace.
Into the pit of despair into which the
masses have been thrown only he can
bring hope. He alone shines a light in
the darkness and seeks out from the
faceless masses the individual,

They call us “missionary journcy-
men.” Missionary—that means some-
thing, but why journeyman? To set out
on a journcy implics a destination, a
purpose. We're young people who've
caught hold of a vision—a vision of a
better waorld. Ours is a journey of pur-
pose. This then is our purpose: to be
God's instruments of peace and love;
to remold and remake; to relicve suf-
fering where we find it; to plant hope
where there was only despair; to give
meaning to life.

Some say we can't change the world.
They're right. There's too much suf-
fering, too much agony, too much
hate. Then why? We can't change the
world, but the world of one individual
—Gbadun—has changed. Her world
now has a meaning and p be-
cause God transformed her life. A bet-
ter world, a vision, a reality.

Lou ANR CARRINGTON

Missionary Journeyman
Jos, Nigeria
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Why atl use the money you spend on
mall etc, to send mMore O Eitonanes.
N never rexd the thing anyway.

Jerry W. Pope
Rt Wayne, Ahabama

U am thrilled with the Rebrary issue of
e ConmMussIoN,

Lela S Rigge

Greeaville, North Carolima

The [(Rbmary] ssue was one of the
sharpest yet! 1 very much hike the cover,
the arrangements within the maganine, the
delightful use of white space, amd the most
impressive new protures. The transformation
i really dymamic. Keep up the good work.

W. Howard Bramlette
Nashvitle, Teaneswee

1 hke to see storves aboat the Christians
our Baptist Jdenominations serve, ROt just
missionary stones. The February faature on
Sxdao Watanabe was ook,

Charles Myens
New York, New York

¢« « Mo Sadae Watanabe, the Japanese
artist whuase work was shown on the
February covers. T think @t is marvelons and
would hike very much tv own some of his

work.
Mrs. Ciyde Clayton
QXlahoma Qity. OXlahoma
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[Te] prints on the Nfe of Chrat ¥y
Sudae Watamate of Japan . . . are tremens
AT a very lateresting artkle and 3 wom

derful chaice.
Mrs. Wikham 3. PRy
La Porte. ndiama

1 apgweciated the Rebdruary sswe. Boause
1 myself have seea how a shared interest
0 art can Ml a bhrwdge of Chrnstian com
munication, especially to estranged youag
reopie, 1 am espechally grateful for this
presentation of a uaique and effective meams

of misonry withess.
Elizateth Warren
Richmond, WVirginia

1 have just rexd the splendid treatment of
Luther Ricee Beldiever x Toorrow in the
Rebuary ssee. It s just about the Renest
review e seen on this excellent dography.

Bod Chawdoin
Nashville, Teanessee

1 am very disappainted in the change in
the nvsstionary penonnel pages. Rar 28
yaars 1 have been keeping the missionary
potures and  Nographicoal information  on
wndividual & X 10 cards filed alphabtetically
within the varras countries. This has been
a wuanderful resource for me and my whole
church. it works s0 much better than the
Afisctonery Athem (xhich 1 have) becanse
1 can display the pacture of one missionary
without halding up the bk, . . . When we
stady A country 1 can pull ont pictures of
practioally the entire missionary foree. . . .

This new methad would completely rin
my Gl Of course 1 realize that you cam
RO ATIANEE JOUT MAgaine to please ane
rerson. However, 1 do not at all see the
advantage of this new method except per
haps to save a few pages. But to me the
parpose of T ConMMISSION in part s to
et W Enow our missionanes.

M Jean Hander
Denver,. Colrado

U notioe January issue does not give feis.
stonary]l addresses to which we can wrnte
when they change, nor think individual pic-
ey or hirthdates of children or marnage
dates impartant av other new innovations
and large soenic pictures. | . .

ln response to . . . the new methad of
mtroducing  the Boandy field  pamphilets:
Does not this require a resetting of the
ype ad an added expense to the produe
tion of Tie Conmmsstar? |

Pramanly 1 subscride to 'mls (‘ouummu
for Epistlex fram Thday's Aposties around
the World and new appaintee pictures, as
several have been heard 10 say. Please give
us mre, and certainly the change of ad-
dress,

Clarence J. Richardsan
Dallas, Texas

Arrivals from the Field

BxwaR, Ree & kw A Je. N\M)
Crontn, Revw
r\tuww\

%;“SN\\\ \ums (R )

K Fred g 3 Brax

\\\u\\‘?

Srassw \

“m\\k &Nt\ m&h (Trinidad) .
WATSON, Rev. & M James O (Paraguay).

Departures to the Field

Buse, Rev. & Mrs Chatdes W
(\um\:] M. & Mz Caw G. (Laaxx),

Cutma, Rex. &

B Rew .g«m \;M
et Rew, M M“

Guanan, Ree. & M R (m\k VARA,
Narmn, De. & Mrn o &

S, Okn | N
MRREAY, Rev. & Mre \\W B. N. Bradib
et Rev. & Mrs. Randall L., Guam,

Transters

Coe, Rev. & M. Jackie B, Adrgentina
ug‘“"m“’ﬁ?ku L B Jr. B Afrke
NTUOMERY v 1§ 1
W Indva, Nar. .

Retirements
Brotveag, Rev. & Mrs L. Raymon (Niveréa), Jan.

.
Nw'nn«g Rev. & Mrs ). Alzxander (Twiwen), Feb

Resignations

Foanwvors, De, A Vo Tunzenta, Reb.
kn;;ut\ Rev. & M. Howand C AWM “Feb

ekl R ¥, i L Samv N.
. \\Wm \\mon“l?‘ h“ln.‘ﬂ. N‘irk

S\Q\w
Vourns, Rev. & M Jack N S, Brasid Jan. 30

Deaths

m,mhet ‘o‘t Mrs. Edith Nuanelley
an. 3

Walter, mothet of Rev. James

0 Johnston (Niperia), M Dade . \\fh\
Linw, Fk\mm (emeritng, . ™,

Flee

Lans, l)r\\u\k P, (emetituy, R K . Feb.
1%, Wake Roeest. NG Ut Noag Kong)

RENFROW, George W, mn« of Rev. Ha B
Reafrow (3. wl). Dec. 38 Boonvitte,

Marriages
\WrLmakek, Patricia  Blaine ughter of Dr. &
Mrs. Ben M. \Wetmaker . 'O Jamwes
Henry Abney, Jan. 2), Houston, .

Mrs. Fletcher's Father Dies

H. T. Jordan, 63-ycarold father of Mrs.
Jesse C. Fletcher, died Feb. 21 in la
Grange. Georgia. Mrs. Fletcher is the wife
of the director of the Foreign Mission
Boardy Mission Support Division.

Jordan, retired from police work and
business in Dallag, Texas, recently had
valuntarily assisted in various ways at the
FMB orientation center near Pine Moun-
tain, Georgia, where Mrs. Jordan is elemen:
tary children's director.

GaNns, Nm R
Lasmw,, ¢ v{«h)
Jomnsran, N
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NEWS

FOREIGN MISSION BOARD

Permit, Land Obtained

Land has been acquired and a permit abtained by the Indonesia Baptist
Mission (organization of Southern Baptist missionaries) to build a hospital
on the island of Sumatra. The permit states that it must be an institution for
healing and that patients may not be discriminated against because of race,
religion, or cconomic status. The $0-bed unit will prabably have to be built
in stages due to lack of funds.

Negotiations for the hospital and permission to build in Bukittinggi. an
island town in western Sumatra, began in 1936, Although not tharoughly in
sympathy with Southern Baptists' concepts of evangelization, officials in Bukit-
tinggi did favor the hospital, according to R. Keith Parks, Foreign Mission
Board secretary for Southeast Asia.

Parks said that permission from the Indonesian government to build the
hospital is concrete evidence that freedom of religion is one of the government's
basic tenets.

Scveral Baptist attempts to buy property were frustrated by the custom
of land ownership by the Menangkabau, an cthnic group which maintains a
strong hold on land, added Parks. The custom is that land may not be sold
without permission of all family members. no matter how widely scattered.

In 196§ missionarics began aperation of an outpatient clinic, after repeated
attempts to obtain land and a permit to build a hospital had failed. Dr. Kathleen
Jones, missionary doctor who operates the clinic, will soon have to return
to her post at the Baptist Hospital in Kediri, Java, to replace other physicians
who are to go on furlough.

A surgeon is critically needed in Bukittinggi, said Parks. He also cited the
need far nurses at the new hospital. Currently only one missionary doctor, now
on furlough, and onc nurse on furlough are under appointment to maintain
the entire hospital project.

Convention Reelects Lopes

The Eric Nelson Program, a missionary service plan for young people dur-
ing vacation months, was approved by messengers to the 1970 Brazilian Baptist
Convention. The convention also approved the organization of an annual con-
gress for laymen, reported Missionary Joe E. Tarry.

Rubens Lopes was elected president of the convention for the 13th time in 22
years. In a sermon Lopes said the success of both the Brazilian Baptist evan-
gelistic campaign of 1965 and the Crusade of the Americas was “due greatly™
to Southern Baptists, who “approved, supported, and cooperated in both cam-
paigns.”

Lopes lamented the fact that a low percentage of Brazilians who profess faith
in Christ are baptized. He challenged Brazilian Baptists to reach 100,000 bap-
tisms for the years 1969-70.

In 1969 nine Brazilian Baptist missionaries were under assignment in Bolivia,
working with 13 churches, nine missions, a theological seminary, and a Bible
institute. Also, four missionaries were working in Paraguay with three churches,
a Bible institute, and three primary schools. In 1969 Antonio Mauricio com-
pleted SO ycars of mission work in Portugal.

The Brazilian Baptist Home Mission Board has 152 full-time appointees and
30 others who received partial support during 1969.

Money chanticled through the Brazilian Baptist Cooperative Program sup-
ported 48 percent of the convention's work last year, while funds from Southern
Baptists through their Cooperative Program took care of 52 percent. This
percentage does not include Southern Baptist assistance through state Baptist
boards in Brazil.

“It was clear that Brazilian Baptists are anxious to increase their own con-
tributions for self-support,” said Tarry.
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W, Redart Rart
Governor Signs

Virginia Governor Linwood Holton signs
letter urging Virginians to observe the
Foreign Mission Board's 125th anniver
sary this year. Looking on is Samuel A.
DeBord, FMB associate secretary for
promotion, who, with Rogers M. Smith,
Board administrative associate to the
oxecutive secretary, observed the sign:
ing by the governor. Board staft mem-
bers will speak in many Richmond-area
Baptist churches, Sunday, April 12, and
open house at FMB offices will be that
afternoon. Appointment of new mission.
aries during the Board's April meeting
will be part of a special service at Rich.
mond's Mosque auditorium on April 14,

Dentists Assist

A total of 3,627 tecth were pulled,
and 2,287 patients were treated during
nine workdays, including travel time,
of the fourth annual dental care project
in Guyana. A team of dentists, work-
ing under the Medical/Dental Volun-
teer Scrvice of the Foreign Mission
Board, took part.

As in three previous years, partici-
pating dentists went to Guyana, “giv-
ing up their vacation time, paying their
way, bringing their own drugs,” re-
ported Mrs. Charles P. (Mary) Love,
missionary.

On this year's tcam: Dr. Jack L.
Fuson, Knoxville, Tennessee, who had
taken part before; Dr. Paul Layne,
Rockwood, Tennessee; Dr. Robert S.
Becker, Hoffman Estates, Illinois; W.
H. Millican, Baptist pastor, also of
Hoffman Estates. Missionary Charles
P. Love dirccted the project.

Working scparately, the tcam mem-
bers traveled all over Guyana; each
sct up a clinic in a different Baptist
mission or church cach day.

“In remote arcas it was rcported
that no other dentist had treated
patients for years,” noted Mrs. Love.

During the project one dentist
wrapped pain pills in tracts. Another
sang while he worked, and another
sang before he started working.
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80 and Still Going

Eleven devout Chinese Baptists founded a primary school in Canton, China, in 1889;
that year 44 children attended. Eighty years later, after weathering financial difficulties,
political problems, and war, the school has grown into a multi-million-dollar Baptist
educational institution with an enrollment of 6,000, reported Missionary Britt Towery,
Jr. Pui Ching School recently marked its 80th anniversary. It has been based in Hong
Kong since 1950; there has been a branch in Hong Kong since 1934. The Hong Kong
branch became independent in 1950 and in 1957 became affiliated with the Hong Kong
Baptist Churches Association. Lam Chi-Fung became principal of the Hong Kong
school in 1950 and retired in 1965. Above, in front of the Lam Chi-Fung Memorial
Building and the newly unveiled bust of Wong Kai-Ming, retired principal, and flanked
by honor students, stand (I to r): M. P. Lee, principal; J. Canning, Hong Kong director
of education; and David Y. K. Wong, supervisor of Pui Ching and a nephew of one of
the school’s founders. Pui Ching means ‘‘to cultivate that which is good and right.”

Personnel: Schools, States, Ages

More than a third of the 251 new missionary personnel added by the Foreign
Mission Board during 1969 are graduates of Baptist colleges. (Missionary wives
are not required to have college degrees.)

“This is a slight decrease from previous years in the percentage of missionary
appointees who are graduates of Baptist-sponsored colleges,” noted Louis R.
Cobbs, FMB secretary for missionary personnel.

The Baptist schools from which most missionary appointees graduated are
Baylor University, Waco, Texas; Samford University, Birmingham, Alabama;
Howard Payne College, Brownwood, Texas; Mississippi College, Clinton; and
Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee.

Altogether the Board named 261 missionaries, including ten reappointments,
to overseas posts during 1969.

More of the new personnel were born in Texas, Oklahoma, Alabama, Mis-
souri, and Tennessee than in other states taken individually, said Cobbs. Based
on state of birth, 44 of the new missionaries were from Texas, 20 from Okla-
homa, 19 from Alabama, 17 from Missouri, and 15 from Tennessee.

The average age for men appointees has moved up during the past five years
from 29 to 32. “This is not good,” said Cobbs. “A younger man can better learn
the language and become a specialist in a new culture.” Also, he continued, the
Board sends the entire family, and a family that “grows up” on the mission
field has a chance for better adjustment outside the U.S.

The average age of seminary graduates is about 24, Cobbs pointed out, and
they often wait six or seven years to apply for foreign mission service.

During the past two years Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort
Worth, Texas, has led the six Southern Baptist seminaries in training students
who applied for appointment by the Board.

The Board’s regional representatives who counsel with prospective mission
volunteers have recently begun counseling with college and university students
as well as seminarians, Cobbs said.
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FRANCIS PUGH LIDE

Born Darlington, S.C., July 30, 1898
Died Wake Forest, N.C., Feb. 15, 1970

Francis P. Lide, emeritus missionary
who served 45 years in the Orient, died
Feb. 15 in a Wake Forest, N.C., hos-
pital. He was 71.

For more than half his missionary
career Lide was a theological seminary
professor in China.
| He led in the es-

tablishment of the
Philippine  Baptist
Theological  Semi-

nary, Baguio, in

. 1952, and was pres-

ident of the semi-

: B nary for the next

ten and a half years. His last overseas

post was Hong Kong Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary. He retired in 1966.

Following graduation from Clemson
(S.C.) College (now University) in
1918, Lide served in the U.S. Marine
Corps during World War 1. After dis-
charge he studied at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.,
for a year. In 1920 the Foreign Mis-
sion Board appointed him for ‘China.
On his first furlough he received from
Southern Seminary the Th.B., Th.M,,
and Th.D degrees in only three years.

Soon after arrival in China he mar-
ried a fellow missionary, Bettie
Stephens. During World War II he was
interned by the Japanese and was re-
patriated to the U.S. in 1943. He re-
turned to China after the war and left
it again in 1948. Among his survivors
are his wife and their six childrem.

FLORENCE COKER LIDE

Born Leavensworth, S.C., Apr. 4, 1884
Died Florence, S.C., Feb. 24, 1970

Miss Florence Lide, emeritus mis-
sionary who served 41 years in China
and Nigeria, died Feb. 24 in Florence,

S.C. She was 86. She had been an in-

valid for the past ten years.

She retired in 1954 and made her
home in Florence with hersister, Miss
Jane Lide, emeritus
missionary to China,
A brother, Francis
Lide, a former mis-
sionary, died Feb.
15. The three spent
a total of 131 years
in foreign mission
service,

Miss Florence Lide was a graduate
of Winthrop College, Rock Hill, S.C.,
and Woman’s Missionary Union Train-
ing School (now merged with Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary), Louis-
ville, Ky. Appointed for China in 1913,
she served as a girls’ school principal,
dean of a girls’ high school, and dean
of women in a theological seminary.

Interned by the Japanese during
World War II, she was repatriated in
1943. In 1950 she went to Nigeria,
where she taught for three years.
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I Missions Update ...

LAOS WAS DESIGNATED '"A NEW FIELD FOR SOUTHERN BAPTIST MISSIONS' BY UNANIMOUS
VOTE OF THE FOREIGN MISSION BOARD AT ITS MEETING AT LAKELAND, FLA., MARCH 12.
THE BOARD VOTED TO ''SEEK MISSIONARIES TO ENTER LAOS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE " LAOS
WOULD BE THE 72ND COUNTRY TO WHICH FMB PERSONNEL ARE ASSIGNED.

R, KEITH PARKS, FMB SECRETARY FOR SOUTHEAST ASIA,
SUGGESTED INITIAL SOUTHERN ‘BAPTIST EFFORTS IN LAOS BE
CONCENTRATED IN VIENTIANE, THE ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL.

UP TO NOW, SAID PARKS, MISSION WORK IN LAOS HAS
BEEN DONE IN RURAL AREAS, BUT CURRENT WAR CONDITIONS
MEAN LITTLE CAN NOW BE DONE IN THESE AREAS. THE
SWISS BRETHREN NOW HAVE ABOUT 30 MISSIONARIES IN
LAOS, THE OVERSEAS MISSIONARY FELLOWSHIP ABOUT 30,
AND CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 21,

THREE COUPLES AND ONE SINGLE WOMAN WERE APPOINTED MISSIONARIES IN A SERVICE AT
SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH, LAKELAND, DURING THE FMB MEETING. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME
IN ITS HISTORY FOR THE FMB TO APPOINT MISSIONARIES IN A BAPTIST CHURCH OUTSIDE
RICHMOND, VA. THE FMB ORDINARILY MEETS IN RICHMOND AND AT THE TWO SBC ASSEMBLIES. IN
MAY 1969 IT MET IN DALLAS, TEX., AND APPOINTED MISSIONARIES IN A UNIVERSITY COLISEUM.,

THE SBC COOPERATIVE PROGRAM BUDGET GOAL FOR 1971 AS RECOMMENDED
BY THE CONVENTION'S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WILL BE $30.2 MILLION., THE
FMB PORTION WOULD BE $14.8 MILLION, AN INCREASE OF $750,000 ABOVE
THE 1970 BUDGET ALLOCATION., THE SBC WILL VOTE ON THE BUDGET IN JUNE.

THE U.S. SECRETARY OF STATE ANNOUNCED IN MARCH PLANS TO CLOSE THE U.S. CONSULATE
GENERAL IN SALISBURY, RHODESIA, AND THAT THE U.S. WOULD DENY DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION
TO RHODESTA WHEN THAT COUNTRY FORMALLY PROCLAIMS ITSELF A REPUBLIC APRIL 10. THE
U.S. DECISION IS NOT EXPECTED TO AFFECT WORK OF THE 56 SOUTHERN BAPTIST MISSIONARY
PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO RHODESIA, ACCORDING TO H. CORNELL GOERNER, FMB SECRETARY FOR
AFRICA. FMB MISSIONARIES IN RHODESIA WORK ALMOST ENTIRELY AMONG THE BLACKS.

FRATERNAL PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN SOME BAPTIST HOSPITALS |
IN THE U.S. AND OTHERS OVERSEAS ARE BEING CONSIDERED,
ACCORDING TO DR, FRANKLIN T, FOWLER, FMB MEDICAL CON-
SULTANT. ONE SUCH ARRANGEMENT--NEITHER ADMINISTRATIVE
NOR ECONOMIC BUT "A FRATERNAL ONE WHERE EACH (HOSPITAL)
WOULD BE OF HELP TO THE OTHER'"--IS ALREADY IN EFFECT
BETWEEN WALLACE MEMORIAL BAPTIST HOSPITAL, PUSAN, KOREA,
AND BAPTIST MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

UNDER SUCH ARRANGEMENTS, THE U.S. HOSPITAL MIGHT: SEND
USABLE EQUIPMENT TO THE '"PARTNER' OVERSEAS WNIT; PROVIDE
POSTGRADUATE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES TO FURLOUGHING MEDICAL
MISSIONARIES; ENCOURAGE STAFF MEMBERS TO MAKE VOLUNTEER
TRIPS TO THE FIELD; PROVIDE CONSULTATIVE HELP.

AFTER PREACHING IN A VILLAGE IN MALAWI, SBC PRESIDENT W. A. CRISWELL DECLARED,
"NOT IN ALL MY LIFE HAVE I BEEN IN A HIGHER SERVICE.'" CRISWELL AND HIS DAUGHTER,
MRS. ANNE C. JACKSON, A NOTED SOLOIST, TOURED SEVEN AFRICAN COUNTRIES AT THE
INVITATION OF THE FMB TO PROMOTE THE EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGNS SCHEDULED IN THOSE
COUNTRIES THIS FALL., AT CRISWELL'S FINAL SERVICE IN MALAWI, FIVE OF THE FOURTEEN
MISSIONARY CHILDREN THEN IN MALAWI MADE PROFESSIONS OF FAITH IN CHRIST.
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Bermuda Visit

Getting ncquainted with a fleld in per-
son was the plan used in February by
several members of the Foreign Mission
Board's committee for the Middle Amer-
ica and Caribbecan area. They were ovan-
golists in a “Crusade for Christ in
Bermuda," which included intensive
visitation and a scries of services at First
Baptist Church, Devonshire, Bermuda,
February 6-10.

Committce members taking part were
V. Allen Gaines, chairman, Austin W,
Farley, and Josecph B. Flowers, all of
Virginin; B. Greer Garrott, Tennessee;
Drew J. Gunnells, Jr., Alabama; and
Perry R. Sanders, Louisianna. Also partic-
ipating were M. Hunter Riggins, Jr,,
FMB president, and Charles W. Bryan,
Board sccretary for Middle America and
the Caribbean. Each committec member
paid his own trip expenses.

Farley and Riggins are laymen; the
other committec members making the
trip arc pastors, Two other laymen,
James R. Smith, from Lafayette, Loui-

Missionary Robert L. Harris interviews
M. Huntor Riggins, Jr., Foroign Mission
Board prosident, on TV in Bermuda,

slana, and F, C. Oliver, from Richmond,
Virginia, went along but are not Board
members,

The group went at the invitation of
the Bermuda church and the Bermuda
Mission. Missionary Robert L. Harris is
pastor.

The visitation, which began upon their
arrival, took them to homes and busi-
nesses of the Islanders, Besides their parts
in the five preaching services, the visitors
addressed business groups, U.S. Air Force
servicemen, and church members, and
were interviewed on a local Saturday
night tclevision program. They were
house guests of church members,

Churches Top Special Goal

English-speaking Baptist churches In
Europe far surpassed their special mission
offering goal to nid projects in Europe.
With some income still to be reported, the
offering went above $2,500. The gonl sct
was $1,500.
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Regional Sessions

Prospoctive missionary journeymen hear former journoymen at a regional confer
ence in Dallas, Toxas, in February. A similar conference was held in Richmond,
Virginia, the preceding weockond. A total of more than 100 prospective journeymen
attonded. Invitations to entor journoyman training will be extonded by the Foreign
Mission Board in April, and training will open June 13 in Raleigh, North Carolina,
said Stanloy A. Nolson, associate secrotary for missionary personnel in charge of
journayman seloction and training. Journeymen are college graduates no older than
26 who aro omployod by the FMB for two years to work with career missionaries
ovorseas in specified occupations. The 1970 journeyman group will be the sixth.

Gaza Center Offers Reading

An increasing number of pecople are reading and studying at the Baptist
library in Gaza, “The Center of Culture and Light,”" opened last fall by the
Gaza Baptist Mission. By carly February the library had issued 124 membership
cards cnabling readers to borrow books.

Located on Gaza City's main street near several schools, the center consists
of three reading rooms, a classroom, and a large central room containing books
and magazines. In recent ycars books have been relatively unavailable to the
public in Gaza, cven for purchasing. The Baptist center thus was planned as a
gencral library to provide materials for reference and study, as well as general
reading.

In the past almost anyone who wanted a Bible, New Testament, or one of the
Gospels went to the Baptist hospital. The new library will have these items, plus
Christian novels and other Christian literature. A librarian will be on hand to
counsel with anyone secking further information,

A correspondence course on the life of Christ and the book of Acts will be
advertised through the Baptist study center.

Broadcasts Draw Response

Good response to Spanish Baptists' radio programs, especially in isolated aroas,
has been reported by Mrs, Charles W. Whitten, missionary in Spain. One listener
wrote, "A group of us get together to listen to the program. We want some of you
to come and baptize us.” A half-hour weekly program and five-minute daily programs
are broadcast by Trans-World Radio in Monte Carlo.

Carey's Influence Continues

Simon H. Sircar, whose great-grandfather was n convert of William Carey, ploncer
Baptist missionary, soon will return to East Pakistan as pastor of Immanuel Baptist
Church in Dacca. Simon and his wife are to receive degrees from Philippine Baptist
Theological Seminary April 10.

Simon, 30, is a candidate for the master of divinity degree. His wife, Ashima, is
sccking the bachelor of religious education degree.

The Dacca church, with SO0 members, attracts about 200 people to worship services.
Simon will be the first pastor to be fully supported by the church. Simon's father
was also a Baptist preacher.

Simon hopes eventually to form a gospel team to cvangelize his pcople. He belicves
that many Muslims today are tired of the old ways. Many are coming to the Baptist
churches out of curiosity, but making a public profecssion of faith in Christ is still
very difficult for most. Simon believes the primary work of revival in his country
should start in the churches, with emphasis on fersonnl cvangelism.

A sccond Pakistani couple, Mr. and Mrs. Dilip Datta, hegan studying at the
Bagulo seminary Inst semester. He Iy in publications work.
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The Heritage

By Sara Hinea Martin
Misstonary to Trinidad

It is evening in Trinidad.
The breezes begin to blow,
relieving the sultry heat of the day.
The anchored ships rest silently
in the channel below,
waiting for their morning entry
into the harbor.
The mountains rise behind me
like a blanket.
I absorb the peace.
But, actually, it gives me no choice.
The peace moves in, unasked,
like a mist that does not ask permission
to dampen one's clothing.

It comes, like a heritage, like a birthright.

One does not ask for it—
it comes by its own intent.
It is yours only to receive, not to debate.
It is evening in Trinidad.
And I am here.

Joneph B Underweed
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