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OrieBtitioR hterviews

^  Lelind Webb
S o m »  W h o

Variety will likely be a common denominator 
among any enrolment at the Foreign Mission 
Board's orientation program for new missionaries. 
Variety in talents, bacl^rounds, types of service, 
field destinations, and factors leading to a decision 
for missions.

During the fall 1969 orientation session at Pine 
Mountain, Georgia, several of the couples were 
asked to reflect on the direction-changing influences 
that had brought them to this stage in preparation. 
The six articles that follow share some of their 
reflections.

His Own Sermon
T H E  serm on that Septem ber Sun­
* day m orning was about missions 

— not just foreign missions but 
"M issions— the H eartbeat of G od."

The pastor spoke in earnest. He 
told the congregation in Folsom, 
California, about world needs and 
especially about the need for 
preachers as missionaries.

He shared the plea of the Filipino 
w om an w ho, the year after her hus­
band died, heard the gospel for the 
first time and accepted  it. Sobbing, 
she asked the missionary, "W hy 
d idn 't you com e last year?"

This was the pastor's first serm on 
to this church solely on world mis­
sions, and he seem ed m oved as he 
spoke.

As a response to the serm on 
three persons accepted Christ as 
Saviour.

And one  30-year-old man volun­
teered for the mission field.

The mission volunteer was Fred 
Beck.

So was the preacher.
A year later. Beck, a newly ap ­

pointed missionary, en tered  o rien ta­
tion in preparation for service in 
Indonesia. O ne crisp fall afternoon 
in Georgia he paused to reflect on 
w hat had turned him in this d irec­
tion. In the gathering dusk he had

been instructing one  of his young 
sons in the art of place-kicking a 
football w hen he was interrupted 
and asked to talk abou t his calling.

"I'd  had som e strange feelings 
that w hole m onth ," he  recalfed con ­
cerning the serm on, "bu t in the 
pulpit that day I knew that God 
was dealinn with m e in a way that 
I'd never dream ed, and I couldn 't 
fathom  how  God could really use 
me.

"I told the people that I d idn 't 
understand it, but if this is w hat 
God w anted. I'd be willing.

"In the m iddle of the serm on 
I broke dow n and w ept, because I 
felt for the first time— although I 
d idn 't understand it— the initial call. 
It alm ost overw helm ed me to think 
I could have a part in som e foreign 
field."

The serm on cam e in preparation 
for a W orld Missions Conference, 
itself a result of the efforts of Beck 
and ano ther pastor in the associa­
tion. They had started ou t just to 
em phasize missions in their own 
churches, but the project grew into 
a missions conference.

"I have always had an interest in 
missions, but not personally to go," 
related the soft-spoken Beck.

"I guess w e all nave preconceived

ideas, and I pictured a missionary 
as som ebody special.

"W hen the Lord called m e, this 
was one  of the hardest things for 
m e to recognize— that he deals with 
people just like me. W e 're  all the 
sam e; it's just according to w hat 
w e do in his hand."

W hen a regional personnel repre­
sentative of the Foreign Mission 
Board show ed Beck personnel re­
quest lists from overseas Missions, 
Beck was surprised to see the cry 
for preachers heading the list for 
alm ost every Mission. "It was a new  
dim ension," he adm itted.

W hat happened  in Beck's life was 
not lost on his fellow pastors.

"For the first tim e they saw one 
with no call to missions suddenly 
called and just rem oved from them  
in a period of less than a year. I 
think this had an effect upon them . 
They recognized that God does deal 
in this way."

Added Beck: "The needs are right 
now. God is preparing for tom or­
row, but he 's calling peop le  today, 
and apparently  w e 're  no t all re­
sponding. W e're all too dense, like 
I was."

W hy Indonesia? Beck's experi­
ence in dealing with "w here" 
sounded familiar. O ther new  mis-
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sionaries had related similar happen­
ings.

“ For a lot of peop le it w ould be 
co in c id en ce /’ agreed Beck. “ For me 
it just m ushroom ed.”

After his decision Beck began to 
read about missions. The first book 
— it had been on his bookshelf for 
five years, but unread (sorry, Dr. 
Fletcher)— was Bill W allace of China. 
At one point Dr. W allace was 
quo ted  as telling Nurse Everley 
Hayes that if China w ere closed, 
h e ’d like to go to Indonesia. (Mis­
sionary W allace, as lesse C. Fletcher 
relates in his book, later died in a 
Chinese Com m unist prison.)

^’This was the first tim e the coun­
try had appeared  before m e,” said 
Beck.

A few w eeks later a familiar nam e 
show ed up on the missionary prayer 
c a le n d a r  Everley Hayes, now in In­
donesia.

The m onthly National G eographic
arrived. In it loom ed a feature on 
Indonesia. Two travelogues w ere 
showj) on television— both on In­
donesia. Beck’s daughter, Pamela, 
had joined a program  to receive 
books about different lands. The 
first one  cam e in the mail. Of

course, it was on Indonesia.
“ I was overw helm ed by It," re­

flected Beck.
He is aw are that mission o p p o r­

tunities are not limited by geog­
raphy.

“There are mission opportunities 
right here ,” he said, referring to the 
vicinity of orientation. “The sam e Is 
true around every church— mission 
opportunities that will lead to the 
salvation of people. But we just 
d o n ’t see them ."

Fred and Linda Beck (she was the 
one w ho, the night before, had kept 
trying to corral all the missionary 
children at the basketball gam e In 
which the new missionaries d e ­
feated an area team), Pamela, and 
sons Stephen and Lynn are in In­
donesia now. Events quickly initiated 
them  into som e of the heartaches 
of missionary life. Mrs. Beck’s father 
died in lanuary as the Becks w ere 
waiting to em bark from California. 
A few days later, on board ship, she 
received w ord that her m other had 
passed away.

As a preacher w ho responded to 
his ow n serm on. Beck seem s to have 
earned the credentials to deliver a 
serm onette to pastors:

“ I w ould say to pastors: Assume 
that God can and w ould use you. 
Survey the needs, and open your 
heart and say, ’Lord, I see the field 
is overw helm ing.’ I d o n ’t m ean to 
walk ahead of God, but I m ean at 
least to open the door and say, 
’Lord, here I am .’

“ First, find out the needs. W e 
d o n ’t have enough pastors In Cali­
fornia, true, but w e’ve got a thou ­
sand churches and missions, and 
most of them  have pastors. That’s 
m ore missionary pastors than we 
have on the foreign field. This im­
balance is not a real stew ardship of 
tim e and talent and money. W e 
have a responsibility to others.

“ Do w hat God has called you to 
do  here, but open  yourself to G od’s 
broader possibilities. If you ever 
ask God, 'Lord, could you use me?' 
you might be surprised at w hat he 
says.

“ I just could not believe that he 
could use me. But I’ve been around 
enough missionaries now that I 
realize they’re just like you and me. 
W e’re all people.

“G od’s willing to use us all— any­
one of us w ho will let him .’’

THE COMMISSION
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T H E  ITEM In the Baptist state paper 
■ was not large, no t even ten lines, 
but It was big enpugh to change the 
direction of a career.

Charles L. Bellenger had been in 
dental practice In his ow n clinic In 
Birmingham, Alabama,- m ore than 
eight years w hen he settled dow n 
one night not long before Christmas 
1968 to read the Alabam a B aptist

O ne item caught his eye. Marvin 
R. Reynolds, Southern Baptists' first 
missionary to Botswana, had asked 
that a dentist be sent to^serve in 
that country. ^

'M felt that this was God speaking 
to me. I answ ered it," expfeineo 
Bellenger.

W hen his wife, Jane, cam e hom e 
from choir practice, Bellenger 
shared his discovery and decision.

"W hen he asked m e if I w ould 
like to live in Africa, I im m ediately 
said yes and could hardly contain 
my excitem ent and joy as he ex­
plained the why of ^ in g ,"  Mrs. 
Bellenger w rote later. "The Lord as­
sured mo that night and continues 
to assure me this is his will for us."

Sitting beside her husband one 
M onday afternoon during missionary 
orientation last fall, she recalled 
som e im pressions before that night.

A few years earlier she had begun 
working with a Young W om an's

Auxiliary group and "becam e m ore 
aw are of world mission needs," she 
related. O ne program  abou t how 
people are led to foreign missions 
told of the experience of a young 
dentist and his wife in accepting 
G od's leadership tow ard missions.

"I d idn 't w ant to think about it," 
she adm itted. "I thought that if the 
Lord w anted to call, he w ould work 
through Charles.

"I was im pressed that the Lord 
w ould call som ebody after business 
had been established."

Bellenger, w hile a college student 
and again w hile a dentist in the 
U.S. Air Force, had felt inclinations 
tow ard mission service, but these 
had faded.

The Bellengers' service in Bot­
swana (they arrived in January) will 
be as missionary associates— m ean­
ing an initial fou^year term , and 
possibly additional terms.

"People ask me, 'A ren 't you giving 
up a lot?' o r a lot of peop le think 
I'm only going for a m onth or tw o," 
said Bellenger. "O r they will ask, 
'Are you taking your fam ily? '"

W hat about the financial loss to 
a professional man leaving an estab­
lished practice?

"M aking m oney has never m eant 
m uch to m e," the red-haired dentist 
said simply. "W e had just bought

three acres of land w hen wo decided  
to do  this. I d o n 't really coun t it 
as giving up anything."

Some patients, no t w anting to 
lose their dentist, w ere unhappy 
w hen Bellenger began closing his 
clinic, it was no t altogether easy 
for Bellenger either. "You get a t­
tached to your patients," he  ac­
know ledged.

Plans for dental w ork in Bot­
swana include both  a statlonory 
clinic and a m obile unit. A lthough 
the country reportedly still has no 
o ther resident dentist, o n e  from 
Rhodesia serves in Botswana part 
of each week. Bellenger expects to 
begin teaching oral hygiene to chil­
dren he contacts, hoping they will 
pass along the inform ation to their 
parents.

The Bellengers, both  natives o f 
Birmingham, will be  stationed in 
Francistown, w here resides the 
Reynolds family, the  only o ther 
Southern Baptist m issionaries In Bot­
swana.

W hen the Bellengers first h inted 
to their o ldest child— David, now  
11— abou t their plans for Africa, 
they told him about how  MKs (mis­
sionary kids) live.

David's response was positive: 
"Sign up for that, That's w hat I'd 
like to do!"

APRIL 1970



Dono, and Batty Moora

Second Career
\ ^ IL L  you bo Able to stop down 

from A position of rosponsibiU 
ity And Authority to tho smAllor 
tAsks on A mission stAtionf’*

"HAvoiVt yt)u done enough
Questions like these disAppoint 

Dono (he*s CAlled Don) W. Moore. 
He retired from the U.S. CoASt 
CuArd lASt September After 26 yoArs 
in the militAry. He held the rAnk of 
CAptAin And WAS commAnding offh 
cer of the CoASt CuArd’s only Supply 
Center, locAted in Brooklyn, New 
York.

*M must mAke it cloAr to aII thAt 
I Am tAking a big step forwArd,*’ 
Moore wrote, **not stepping down.*’ 
He doesn’t consider mission sers»ice 
A demotion.

Moore, with his militAry beAring, 
his silver hAir, And long sideburns, 
seemed to fit the cIassIc portrAit of 
A seA CAptAin AS he, his wife (Betty). 
And dAughter DenA tAlked At mis­
sionary orientation last fall.

However, during the conversation 
it em erged that the sideburns w ere 
A recent addition, grown because 
o ther new  missionaries during ori­
en tation  w ere lengthening their 
sideburns. The Coast Guard, in fact, 
has A regulation on sideburn length.

W hen M oore returned to the 
Coast Guard base in Brooklyn one 
w eekend during orientation to com ­
plete final phases of retirem ent, he 
faced A problem . If he donned  the 
uniform  he w ould have to shave

the sideburns. So he w ore his civil­
ian clothes and tried to  rem ain in­
conspicuous w hile on the base.

” lt took only abou t th ree hours,” 
lam ented M oore, ’’until everybody 
on the  base knew  I w a s  supporting 
the youth m ovem ent.”

But M oore, now  turned 50, just 
w anted to  participate fully at o rien­
tation. Even w ithout his youthful 
slimness he stayed apace with m en 
IS o r so years younger on the mis­
sionaries’ basketball team .

The M oores, missionary associ­
ates, arrived in Liberia for a  three- 
year term  in lanuary. He has already 
been elected Mission treasurer.

His first thought regarding mis­
sions had been to teach. He has 
been a  part-tim e college instructor, 
holds two bachelor’s degrees and a  
m aster’s degree, and has d o n e  fur­
ther graduate work.

But w hen a  Foreign Mission Board 
associate secretary for personnel in­
quired about experience, M oore 
outlined that nearly half his military 
duty ’’has been in the area of fi­
nance, supply, com ptrollership, 
budget, purchasing.” The secretary 
pointed to the need for a specialist 
in business adm inistration and sent 
M oore a form to fill out.

A bout the tim e the form arrived, 
the M oores’ oldest son, Glenn, was 
killed in Vietnam w hen his heli­
cop ter WAS shot dow n. G lenn had 
been in Vietnam less than two

weeks. That tragedy— in February 
1968— postponed  application.

The next August, at a Bible con ­
ference w here M oore had gone to  
teach, he knelt in his room  o n e  
night.

*’Lord,” he prayed, ” for th ree  
years l\*e been trying to  lead >»ou to  
lead m e into a teaching situation. I
know that’s not the  way to  d o  it-----
Com e Septem ber 1969 I’m going to 
retire from the Coast Guard. You 
created  me. You know  w hat I can 
do. If you can use m e, I’m ready.”

The next m orning the  FMB per­
sonnel associate called M oore’s 
hom e to  m ake an appointm ent.

’’That’s just how  quick it hap ­
pened ,” said M oore, ’’once the  full 
surrender was m ade.”

Besides involvem ent in the  Liberia 
Mission’s business affairs, M oore 
may do  som e speaking, and both  he 
and his wife expect to be  busy in 
church activities— like they’ve been 
doing in the States for years.

Their youngest daughter, Dena, 
born w hile M oore was stationed in 
Seattle, W ashington, and w ho has 
m oved from post to post in the 
U.S., will attend the international 
school At Accra, Ghana.

” 1 hope to be  able to spend as 
m uch tim e in my second career as 
I did in my first o n e ,” said M oore.

”At least as long as w e can ,” 
added Mrs. M oore. ” lf they need 
us and w ant us, w e can go back.”

THE COMMISSION
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Field Romance
I  YNN GToa  ̂ \vwt to Afrtĉ i as a 
•  missionAfy joume>*iti>Ai\»
CAUSe I thoWS t̂ ihAt WAS whAt th« 
lo n i wAotod toe to do At thAt titoe."

SutAone Koapp weot to At'ncA be­
cAuse her pAreots w’ere soirxg as 
toisstonArie5k

Lynn found a cAUin$ to fulMm>e 
toissions. He Also fo u^  a wife>

SutAnne found a deeper under̂  
stAnding of herself Ai>d greAter dê  
pendence upon God. She Also found 
A husbAnd.

Now Lynn And SutAnne Groce Are 
bAck in AfricA—this titoe in EthiopiA 
—AS CAreer toissionArtes in the field 
of Agriculture.

In the toidst of toissionAry orient 
tAtion they took titoe one Sur>dAy 
Afternoon to tAlk quietly About their 
duAl experiences.

Lynn did not enter |ourneyn>An 
service as a w^  to *̂ try out the 
toission field.'* TnAt's not the pro- 
grAto*s purpose* And Lynn knew it.

But five toonths After Arrivirxg in 
lAntAniA* Lynn wrote the director 
of the MissionAry JoumeymAn Pro- 
grAto to indicAte his leAnings towArd 
toissionAry service.

**l begAn to see whAt the Lord 
WAS doing with nAtionAls*** Lynn re­

nted. Despite hAndicAps in educA­
tion* they xxore *^tArting churches, 
Arnl witnessing. And the gospel was 
spreAdiixg. Their lives were beirtg 
used. . . .  It toAde me see aU lo  
been given . . . a ik I thAt I hAdnt 
reAlly been doing a whole lot.**

Lynn's toisstonAiy supervisor was 
Ŝ iiAnrte's fAther, DouglAS M. KnApp, 
AgriculturAl toissior^ry stAtioned At 
liiku yu . But the RnApps were AWAy 
for A six-week period not lortg After 
L>*nn Arrived Arnl returned to the 
StAtes on furlough After Lynn hAd 
been there ten toonths. Durir\g the 
ten months Lynn sought to W rn  
About, ArKl Assist w ith, the projects. 
In Kr>App's Absence, Lynn kept the 
projects goirxg.

There was An 11-Acre demorxstrA- 
tion Arni experimentAl fArm to look 
After, where new crops And VArieties 
were tried. A better type of rice was 
developed there, for exAmple, And 
toAde AwiilAble to fArmers for seed.

There was the coffee demorw t̂rA- 
tion progrAto. Workirtg in 16 villAges 
with some SOO trees, the toissionAry 
And the journeymAn used irtsecti- 
cides, herbicides, fe rtiliie r, prunirtg, 
toulchirxg. And sprAving to improve 
the coffee yield-^ n increAse of five

or six times on the AverAge, some­
times IS  times the previous crop.

There were field dAys when v e ^  
tAble seed And informAtion were 
n>Ade AVAilAble.

A community of 2Q0 to 400 people 
to i^ t hAve A church of only ten 
or fifteen men^bers. But for An Agri­
culturAl field dAy, *'there might be 
ISO or 200 people come, so 00 
percent were non-ChristiAn,** Lynn 
noted. "AhvAys we were Able to 
present the gospel And preAch in 
these situAtiorts.**

A dAiry project wws begun. CAttle 
common to the Tukuyu AreA Are im­
mune to IocaI diseAses but give little 
milk—perhA|)s one tor two bottles 
A dAy. The missionAries introduced 
cows thAt give too or three gAllons 
of milk A dAy. "The people could 
hArdly believe it,** Lynn remArked.

Although Tukuyu itself is smAll, 
more thAn 150,000 people live in a 
40-by-60-mile AreA Around the town. 
According to Lynn.

Despite the heAv>» schedule, Lynn 
found time to meet And court Su­
tAnne, even though her school was 
1,000 miles Aw*Ay And the fAmily re­
turned to the U.S. for furlough less 
thAn A yeAr After Lynn's ArrivAl. The
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Sutanno Qroc«

coup le  nw l duHn$ her C h ris tn w  V\\« 
CAlU>n in 1 % ^  They becam e en^ 
^ta$ed the  nexi A pril

W hen S u tanne 's  parents first wer'it 
to  the  fteW in 1% 4. *nhe first stop 
\ve m ade was to  d ro p  m e off at 
sc h o o l^  Rift Valley Academy in 
Kenya* she recalled.

Those first m onths w ere difficult. 
As an early teen-ager* she had to 
learn to  m ake her ow n way. ‘Mt 
took abou t tw o w eeks just to  get 
an  answ er back from my folks, and 
I cou ldn 't talk to them  abou t every 
p rob lenx" she explained.

''I learned to  d epend  on  God. I 
learned that the  things I had always 
studied  and my parents had alwv\ys 
taught m e w ere really trvie. I just 
learned to  take my problem s to 
H im "

A m onth 's  vacation at hom e three 
tim es a >*ear helped  m atters.

"I feel the  greatest sacrifice mis­
sionaries have to  m ake is to send 
their childreri off to school," Su- 
la n n e  adm itted . "And that is the 
greatest sacrifice MKs have to  make, 
too. But it w as w orth  it."

W orth it? Why?
"Because o f w hat I gained by 

living overseas* by w hat I learned 
from  the  culture that I was able 
to  know  a little b it."

lust w hat did she gain?
"A different idea of the  w orld, 

of my t>art in the w orld, and of 
G od 's dealings w ith the w orld. Just 
a \»ery different ou tlook  on  life.

"The im portant thing in life to 
an African is m ore enjoym ent of 
each part of life for w hat it is, each 
experience for w hat it is, because 
he doesn 't have as m uch leisure 
tim e as \s*e do.

"In our U.S. culture w e d o n 't take 
tim e to enjoy things. W e're  always 
heading toward the  goal and letting 
things pass by us so w e can get 
to w hat w e feel is our main busi­
ness. An African feels like his main 
business is to enjoy the  things 
around him as he goes through 
where\»er he 's going."

After one  term  in Africa, read­
justing to American culture did of­
fer problem s. «

"It's hard for m e to adjust to 
seeing peop le  have so m uch after 
knowing peop le  w ho have had so 
little," she confessed.

Ethiopia will b e  a new  experience 
for the  Groces. "The people are dif­
ferent, the background is different. 
It's an entirely new  set of circum ­
stances," outlined Lynn.

"W here w e 're  going— the Menz 
District— is 10,000 to 12,000 feet in

elevation. . . . The people are an 
entirely different kind of people 
than the Bantu tribe w e w orked 
with in Tanzania."

Sheep will likely be one  of the 
chief projects because of the eleva­
tion. But Lynn, w ho seem s to p re­
fer cow boy boots to shoes, holds a 
bachelor's degree in range m anage­
m ent and animal husbandry an d  a 
m aster's degree in range m anage­
m ent and statistics.

The Groces w ere m arried in 
August 1960 and en tered  M id­
w estern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary (Kansas City, Mo.) the next 
m onth. They are young appointees. 
In fact, Suzanne is an exception to 
the usual m inim um  age for appo in t­
m ent. She considers this "a benefit 
in that it's going to bo a long time 
before w e retire, and w e have a 
lot that w e can learn In that am ount 
of tim e."

Even this does not seem  enough.
As Lynn spoke of the need for 

variety in training for his work, ho 
com m ented, "It makes you wish 
you could have two or throe do-

arees, because you 're going to bo 
oing everything."

"G oodness," Interrupted Suzanne 
softly, "tw o or th ree lives."

6 THE COMMISSION
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Joono and Hobart Myori

Camping Specialist
BOO, you ought to com o back to 

the field with mo."
The remark of the missionary 

from Nigeria, how ever deeply In­
tended , loft Robert V. Myers sitting 
stunned In his office.

"I realized this was )ust not a part 
of my concep t,"  Myers confessed 
later. "It was, 'Lord, I'll do anything 
you w ant mo to do, but surely It Is 
right hero within this little circle of 
Crescent Hill C h u rc h .'"

The year was 1965 and Myers had 
been at Crescent Hill In Louisville, 
Kentucky, m ore than five years as 
m inister of recreation. But ho had 
lust returned from an International 
convention on Christian camping, 
w hore his eyes wore opened  to the 
concep t of cam ping as "an Instru­
m ent of foreign missions."

The next Sunday m orning a Ni­
gerian, a friend and form er student 
of Myers at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Louisville, whore 
ho taught part-tim e In recreation and 
cam ping, approached him. The Ni­
gerian put his hand on Myers' 
shoulder, looked him In the eye, 
and said, "Bob, my people need 
you."

"This sent a shiver up my spine," 
recalled Myers, as ho told of the ox- 
porlonco one m orning at missionary 
orientation.

"David, Is this a conspiracy?" ho 
asked the Nigerian, thinking back to 
the missionary's remark.

Next, Into a prayer group with 
Robert and Joano Myers cam e a mis­
sionary couple from Nigeria.

"Everywhere ho turned there was 
missions, missions," mused Mrs.
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Myers, recollecting the events.
Finally, Myers spoke to an associ­

ate secretary for missionary person­
nel from the Foreign Mission Board, 
but there wore no calls for special­
ists In camping, and this Is Myers' 
ministry.

Ho had boon director of Christian 
recreation at First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, Texas, for five and a half 
years before moving to Louisville. 
Ho m ajored In physical education In 
college and received a religious 
education degree from Now Orleans 
(La.) Baptist Theological Seminary.

O ne day In Septem ber 1968, 
Myers saw the personnel associate 
again. "N othing yet," was the ver­
dict. The next day the associate 
called to say that on hIs desk ho had 
found a request from the Bahamas 
for a cam p director. Myers' nam e 
was already attochod.

At Crescent Hill, In the center of 
a residential area, "All wo needed 
to do was open  our doors, and wo 
had mission right there on our 
doorstop ," declared Myers.

Basketball (the church has a gym­
nasium), weekday Bible clubs, 
crafts, dram a, skating, and o ther 
activities drew  people. M ore than 
100 churches wore roprosontod 
am ong those w ho took part. "O ne 
out of every five could nam e no 
church with which they wore affili­
ated ," Myers pointed out.

The program  provided op p o rtu ­
nity "for evangelism and nurture as 
much as a Sunday School program 
w ould In many churches.

"So com ing hero wo have no 
sense of OK, now wo are m ission­

aries. Wo fool like w e've boon In 
mission. Tho turn this Is taking Is 
just anothor placo, anothor loca­
tion.," said Myors at orlontatlon.

A hoavy omphasis on cam ping 
dovolopod. Much was rough cam p­
ing, mostly tont camping. "A groat 
doal of tho program  onds up boing 
survival," notod Myors. Counsolors
woro avallablo for oach small group. 
Christian study was natural, not 
forcod.

"W o bocamo moro and moro 
convincod cam ping was o trom on- 
dously vital Instrum ent for out- 
roach."

As a missionary associate, Myors 
Is to help Bahamian Baptists sot up 
thoir own cam ping program . Baham­
ian Baptist ministers asked for this 
assistance. Tho Myorsos preview ed 
thoir field In 1969 by visiting tho 
Bahamas on a trip financed by trad­
ing stamps.

Tho form for a cam ping rotroat 
program  "Is som ething that evi­
dently wo aro going to bo froo to 
study with tho people, and got to 
loam tho people, and find ou t by 
experim enting what works best with 
tho Bahamian," Myors explained.

"W o take with us a kind of sm or­
gasbord of background, which In­
cludes tho Bible conference, tho es­
tablished facility cam p, rough cam p­
ing, retreats, and It may bo that 
none of those forms In tho Am eri­
can Imago will bo w hat we'll end up 
with In tho Bohamas."

W hatever tho form, the need Is 
universal, as loano Mvors pu t It: 
"Tho need for love that cnildron 
ovorywhoro have."
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Mortho ond Chorlei BoNor

Student Ministry
The f r e s h m a n  long-dlstanco run­

ner was elated. Fie was beating 
the freshman track coach. They w ere 
exercising on the oval college track 
at Stillwater, O klahom a, jogging the 
curves, sprinting the straightaways.

They w ere near the end of their 
three-m ile w orkout, and the fresh­
man had beaten his coach, a tw o­
time All-American, on every sprint.

O n the next-to-last curve, the 
coach asked Freshman Charles B. 
Baker, "Are you a Christian?"

Surprised, Baker barely had time 
to give a yes before the straight­
away. He won by about a yard. 
("It was the first time in my life 
I'd ever been asked that," he re­
called, "and rd  been In a Baptist 
church all my life.")

jogging the last curve, the coach 
asked, "Are you really a Christian?"

Baker knew w hat the coach 
m eant, but d idn 't answer. They hit 
the last sprint. This time the coach 
ran like he could have earlier. In 110 
yards he beat Baker by at least 20 
yards.

The freshman was hum iliated. "I 
felt like he had cheated me. But 
the Lord used that, because after­
ward I got to thinking, 'Lord, I've 
cheated you all this time, too, b e­

cause I've been playing a gam e I'm 
not really i n . '"

Through the coach 's witness, "I 
found out . . . that God has a pu r­
pose for every life, that he calls 
m ore than iust preachers," Baker 
reflected as ne talked at missionary 
orientation.

"This changed my w hole perspec­
tive on life som ew hat, because It 
m eant Cod had m ore to say to me 
than just on Sunday."

Partially because Baker found his 
purpose while a student, he wants 
to work with students now.

"I feel com fortable around col­
lege students. They're alive. They're 
willing to change. They w ant to 
change. I think they w ant a purpose.

"I think a college student is very 
open. I think he som ew hat wants 
to revolt In a way, but I think he's 
looking for som ething to grab hold 
of and put m eaning in life, Those 
. . . turning off society . . . have 
found out that m oney does not an­
swer their problem s like their par­
ents prom ised."

After college and sem inary train­
ing, Baker spent a year in the Texas 
Baptist student departm ent under 
W. F. Howard, m inistering to inter­
national students. He has also been

a pastor and a high school teacher 
and coach. Mrs. Baker (Marsha) has 
also taught school.

Now Baker, Marsha, and their 
two children have arrived in Korea 
to begin language study before un­
dertaking a ministry to students 
there. ("W hat w e've found about 
our children," said the Bakers, "is 
that w here w e're  happy, they 're 
happy.")

A m ajor factor in mission influ­
ence cam e at the church the Bakers 
attended  shortly after m arriage while 
juniors in college. The pastor p re­
sented w hat he called "living epis­
tles," each Sunday reading a letter 
from a different foreign missionary, 
concluding with prayer requests.

"Nearly eight times ou t of ten 
the first request w ould be to pray 
for w orkers," said Baker. "So we 
got caught up in this thing: 'Lord, 
send som e w orkers.' Then w e got to 
the place of saying, 'Lord, w ould 
you send us?'

"It was m ore . . . our w anting to 
go and asking G od's perm ission in­
stead of feeling directly G od's call 
at first.

"O ur first real com m itm ent was, 
'Lord, w e w ant to go If you can 
use us in any w a y .'"
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Walking with 
a Legend

By Hirm  E. Poovey
Missionary In Taiwan

1WALK with a legend.
She Ib flve feet, two inches toll, 64 

years old, Chinese by birth.
Her title; Wanft Shrmu (meaning 

"Mrs. Wong, woman evangelist or 
pastor"), a title of honor indeed for a 
widowed "Bible Woman."

Small by physical standards, she is 
a giant in spiritual matters, and a veri­
table dynamo of energy (although 64, 
she con outwalk most of us).

And she is a legend— a walking, 
living legend.

Because of her, there are five per­
manent churches and four other 
preaching points established in a 
chain running from Kaohsiung, Tai­
wan, into the high mountains.

She has won countless people to 
Christ— In u recent year-ond-a-holf 
period I counted 95 who were baptized.

She is a legend. Just ask the 53 
orphans at her indigenous orphanage. 
(The new orphanage building— she Mrs. Wang

collected every penny for construction 
— now has three Ash ponds to provide 
protein for the children's diets,)

Or ask the 51,000 Hakka folk in the 
village of Mei Nung, where she began 
the Baptist work.

Inquire among the refugees out of 
Burma, or the Bununs, the Tayal, the 
Taiwan (aboriginal mountain tribal 
people).

Ask the 475 children who are fed 
daily through her programs of Chris­
tian service conducted from a shed on 
the main road in her village.

She is a walking, breathing, living 
legend. Ask the Hock of people who 
always seek her out when they are ill 
or in trouble. Observe the love, re­
spect, and awe in the eyes of villagers 
when she enters their community.

She is truly a Ipgend. But she doesn't 
know it. And she wouldn't believe it if 
you told her.

Dedication for village chapel building In Taiwan. At right are Mrs. Wang and Author Poovey.
ky Oiralk •. Narvay
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I AM NOT a mtesionaiy, 1 am not 
oven a preacher* I  am a retired 

rural mail carrier* But jfor six adven- 
ture*packed months I was radio 
cer for a missile-tracking ship, the 
USNS S)vork knot 

On this voyage 1 learned what it 
means to be a Christian in the pagan 
world of a ship's crew* I felt the lone­
liness and frustration of a missionary 
who finds it is impossible to share Uie 
gospel with everyone. I learned the 
value of Christian fellowship, and 1 
claimed Qod's promise when ho said, 
"My word shall not return unto mo 
void,"

The Sword Knot had been two 
months at sea and one month an­
chored in the bay of Louren90 Mar­
ques, the capital of Mozambique. 1 
had Sunday off from the usual moun­
tain of paper work and message-send­
ing. The day was bright and fair. On 
two previous Sundays I had tried un­
successfully to locate a Protestant 
church. Failing this, I had attended 
mass, but Latin chants did not feed my 
hungry soul, Although every night I 
was reading a chapter and sometimes 
a whole book of the Bible, I craved 
Christian fellowship. None of my ship­
mates seemed to bo active Christians.

Praying for God's guidance, I 
walked from the docks to die city hall. 
There I was directed to the Red Cross, 
whore I was told how to find a Church 
of God mission, The missionary at that 
church gave mo intricate directions to 
a Baptist church. By then it was ton 
o'clock^

When I realized I had missed a turn 
and lost my way, I stopped on the 
sidewalk and prayed, "Lord, load mo
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to someono who can show mo tho 
way*'  ̂Looking down tho noxt 8treot» I 
saw two mon standing besldo a car. 
Suro enough) they spoke English) and 
one of them was about to drive by the 
very church I was looking fori He told 
me to get iO) and that is how 1 Anally 
came to worship in a Baptist church in 
a strange land.

The welcome I received was balm 
to my soul. Tho pastor asked mo to 
say a few words tho noxt Sunday 
through an interpreter, I was more 
than happy to share my faith with 
those wonderful people of La Primeira 
l&rtla Baptista (the First Baptist 
Church). In fact) I felt so bouyant 
that I oven dared to sing tho Arst solo 
of my life— and without accompani­
ment.

Christmas Day—my Arst away from 
homo in all my 60 years—could easily 
have been unbearable. However) I had 
just received 13 letters from homO) 
one a special card from wife, 
marked **Opon Dec. 25th.'* In addi­
tion) I attended tho Christmas service 
at La Primeira Igreja Baptista on 
Monday. Even though it was sung in 
Portuguese) there was no mistaking 
tho haunting melody of "Silent Night)" 
or tho rousing sound of "Hark) the 
Herald Angels Sing." I was among 
people who loved tho Babe in tho 
manger because they also know him as 
Saviour) and there is no sweeter fel­
lowship in tho world.

A month later wo wore notlAed that 
wo would bo sailing for homo the next 
day. After supper I stood outside my 
cabin on tho Afth deck) enjoying tho 
gentle breeze and watching the sun*s 
glow fade from tho bustling city. I sud­
denly realized that there was a purpose 
to tho movement of tho milling along 
tho dock. Glancing astern, I saw one 
of tho kitchen help throwing scraps of

food ashore. The people pounced on 
each scrap like hungry chickens.

It occurred to me that 1 would not 
need the pocketful of escudos (coins) 
that I had left. With some idea of 
wanting to help alleviate the desperate 
need I saw, even in so slight a way, I 
began to pitch coins across the few 
feet of water. More hurrying and scur­
rying. I waited until tho hubbub died 
down each time before throwing an­
other coin.

Finally my supply was exhausted, 
but by now the crowd was looking up­
on mo as some kind of magnlAcont 
benefactor. I cast about In my mind 
for something else I could give them. 
Rummaging in my cabin, I found 
some old T-shirts and a pair of khaki 
pants that I decided I could do with­
out. These wore as eagerly received as 
tho coins.

Noxt I raided my collection of radio 
magazines and Readers Digests. If tho 
people couldnU road, I reasoned, at 
least they might like the pictures.

Still the crowd waited expectantly. 
What more could I give up? My only 
hymnbook? It was a special present 
from my daughter. She had thought it 
might comfort mo on my long days at 
sea without a church or any religious 
service to attend. And it had. But I was 
going homo now. My worst days wore 
behind mo. If these people were curi­
ous enough, they might And a Chris­
tian who could explain, to them the 
meaning of tho hymns. If it wore in-

BY C. E. HAND
as toM to Bitty Hand Taylor

strumental ih  the salvation of one ^  
son, it would be worth the small sacri- 
Ace, ■

1 paused with my ann cooked to 
throw the hymhbook, The crowd 
seemed, to breathe as one man. They 
sehsedjhat this was more important 
than the other th in^  I  had thrown 
them. Finally I let it Ay. Alihougih^there. 
was a scramble, care was taken hot to 
tear it. Tho lucky man began to turn 
the pages. A crowd looked over his 
shoulder. In my mind I iniagined them^ 
learning to sing "To the old rugged 
cross, I will ever be true."

At that moment I did something 
else I had not planned to do. I  re­
turned to my cabin and gbt my;Bible^ 
If a hymbook could bring them the 
gospel) how much more the Bible it­
self? I wished 1 had a thousand tracts, 
in their own language to give ihem>

Before lotting them have this treas­
ure, I stood a long time holding it 
above my head, With my right hand:1 
pointed at tho Bible and up into the 
sky repeatedly. After awhile the crowd 
became breathlessly quiet. No one 
stirred. Then one and another began 
to nod as if they understood that this 
was a book that would toll them about 
God.

I prepared to throw it—̂ certainly 
tho only time I have ever thrown away 
a Bible, Tho breeze had freshened into 
a wind. I tried to allow for this, but 
somehow tho wind caught the ^ g e s  
and tho BJblo landed close to the edge, 
of tho wharf.

Tho rush of tho crowd did not seem 
quite as. savage this timer, One ,man 
soon emerged and edged of! to biie 
side with a dozen or so of his friends. 
They began poring over its pages; in 
apparent awo .̂ As they lefi, ihy prayer 
for their salvation followed them. ,

I have absolutely no way of know­
ing what became of* my hymhbook! or 
tho Bible, But I do know .the promise 
of the Lord, "My word shall hot ie?  
turn unto mo void, but shall accoiri- 
plish tho purpose whereunto Lsent it.’’
I claimed that promise ohe evehihg 
on tho shore of a foreign land when F 
throw away my Bible. ,
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Leprosy patients at JIbla. Advanced 
case (at right) has caused blindness.

Sr
Phtlti ky rnnklln T. ftwltr

Above: Baptist Hospital at JIbla, Yemen. Below: Pharmacy.

J IM Brock M\ r twinsb o l appie* 
hcnsion as his piano sa«nsd aboat 

to land on top oC ono of tho ja ^ s d  
peaks bblow. As tho ciatt Upptm one 
wing, Jim caught a fleeting i^impse 
a bare patch of flat land and a  smafl 
building with a circular top, which 
must bo tho Yemeni control tow ^.

This certainly wasnH Texas (his 
home state) or anything like I t  He 
could sense that this summer was go* 
ing to bo diftorent from any he had 
known.

Leaving tho plane, ho wondered if 
his message had been received—and 
what ho would do if there were no one 
to meet him. All around were short, 
dark men in skirts and turbans. They 
all seemed to bo smiling in a friendly 
way and motioning him toward the 
building.

Ho followed their direction and sud* 
dcnly saw the one person ho knew— 
his pastor's sister, pr^ty, rcd*htdred 
Carolyn McClellan, a missionary 
nurse. Next to her, smiling happily, 
stood a short, dark*haired woman. Jim 
knew she must be Maria Luisa 
Hidalgo, the Spanish nurse.

Jim went through customs with no 
problem once Maria Luisa told tho of* 
ficials ho was tho third-year medical 
student from Texas who was coming 
to help at tho Baptist Hospital in Jibla 
for tho summer. (Ho went under the 
Medical Rcceptorship Program of the 
Foreign Mission Board.)

During tho ride in tho Land Rover 
Jim wanted to ask questions, but tho 
noise of tho vehicle on tho bumpy, dirt 
road made conversation imp^siblo. 
Ho could only look out tho window at 
tho surprising landscape rushing by. 
This was not sandy desert, but l o v ^  
green mountains. It was not hot either, 
as ho had feared, but actually pleasant.

It took an hour and a half to ride 
through tho valley, climb up and 
around tho highest mountain that 
seemed to block their path, and then 
descend into tho fertile Province of Ibb. 
Soon they turned onto a narrow, ovbn 
bumpier, dirt road. Twenty minutes 
later Carolyn pointed to buildings dot*

Thi lu wira 
riein 
]iiri

I luthor. Mrt.. David 0. De?ri and. Hir huaband 
appolntad m(nlei\ariH to Dan in ISSS. thw ^  

... jtly uanitarrad to Yaman and ara in thal> ttrat Um 
than. Tha Madlul Racaatonhip N^m. ondar.vthloh 
Jim Bnw want to Ytmin, waa auRiMiiad w.m Foniin 
Mlulon Board In ISH. It annuals provldaa ovmaaa 
traval and llvini oapanm for op to four Bnlm atuoMta 
who navo Mmprotad thair third yur of mawMl a^I to 
apand aliht to tan wtaha of a aummar aHlitIni mlaiion* 
ary pnyiielana and dantlata.
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tin s  tlm m o n n ta ln ^  nliMd.
' 'D i m  h  Um KospltnV' ^  9 ^  

nonnced.
"And thnt Is JIUn risjlit bOdnd it," 

nddnd Mailn.
WlUdn mkuHns Jim m s  mcntins 

James M. Yoiuis» Jr.« the mlssion»y 
d o c ^  v;ho had stam d the m ik  ki 
Yemen. D ie visitor m s  astoidshed 
and pleased to find how ^ a d  evoy* 
one was to see hkn.

Jim Btodc had wmideied jest how 
much a  thiid-year medical stu^kmt 
could help in a  mis^mi hospital. Later« 
when he saw the hundreds patients 
and realiaed that Dr. Youn$ and a  
Yemeni doctor (in Jibla fw  a  year be> 
fore retumins to Germany to  r e ^ )  
were the only doctors avanahlc—then 
he understood how much he couM do. 
Diese two d o c tm  had been seeins all 
the patients, perftmnins all the opera* 
tkms, and were <m call fur em^tsendcs 
every other night with no one to re* 
lieve them.

A LTiiOUOii it was raining after 
lunch, Jim asked Maria l^ isa  to 

show him the hospital. Ho was im* 
pressed with how up to date were both 
the hosi^tal and its equipment. Many 
things were still needed, ^  course, but 
ho could see at a  glance that this was 
no primitive, jungle hos^^tal. Southern 
Baptists could be |»roud of it.

He could undtotand why p e < ^  
walked for miles over the mountains 
to be treated at this hosj^al. On dinic 
days every type illness was seen, 
from leprosy to tuberculous and dl* 
harzia. D ie operating rocrnis were ade* 
quatc for most m s j^  surgery, except 
<^>en*heart and chest surgery.

("I had to ask, 'V ^at is bilharzia?' 
before recalling a brief dassromn en* 
counter two years ago with the blood 
flukes," Brock wrote later. "But after 
seeing three rur four cases per day, I 
learned quite a lot about its diagnods, 
complications, and treatment.")

"This will bo your office," said 
Maria, opening the door to a small 
room with a desk. Jim could see a 
screen behind the desk and could bare* 
ly make out the examining table be* 
yond.

"My office?" he echoed, his eye* 
brows raised in a  questioning way that 
said more than his words.

"Of course," la u j^ d  Maria. "You 
will see tomorrow. I t won't be difficult.

APfilU 1970

These people v ^  ^  you."
D m  next day Jkn B to ^  usually 

saw 35 padMds. Sometknee It m e  nec* 
^ssAy to s e ^  h e ^  ftom Ik ;  Young, 
but as ^ n e  went on Jim  found there 
were msoay tMngs that recurred agdn 
and again.

SOME experiences he would never 
fMget. One m s  whmi a  fathw 

came carrying Ids three-month<dd 
baby because there semned lo be 
smnething;, wrong vdth the infant's kg. 
Upmi examinatim Jim found the baby 
had tuberculosis of the k p . I k  ex* 
[dained to the fa th ^  that he w o ^  
have to leave the baby in the ho^ita l 
and that it woidd ta l»  some time f(»r 
the chUd to be cured.

The fhthcr jdeked up the iidant and 
started toward the d<x»r. "It'S better 
we k t  the baby he muttered.

Jim's horrt^ was vidble tm his face 
as he challenged, "Why did you l»ing 
it here in the first place if you fd t  that 
way?"

The father recognized the shock and 
anger dm young docH»r. He h e ^  
ta t^ ,  then came bade and put the 
baby on the tabk  in front Jim. He 
put both hands on his head and bowed 
Slightly—the Yemeni way of saying 
he was sorry.

The baby was treated in the hospital 
and was aide to go home before the 
summer was over.

Often in the afternoon Dr. Drndd C  
Dorr (he arrived a t the be^nidng 
the Slimmer just as Dr. Young was 
leaving on furlough) and Dr. Hassan 
would be in the opm ting  rotmi, and 
Jim Brock was the only <me avrdlabk 
to see emergency cases.

One afternoon five men appeared, 
carrying an old wtmian who had fallen 
of! a  steep dif! while herding cows on 
a mountainside. Jim examined her 
thorou^ly and determined she had 
broken the third vertebrci and was 
paralyzed. She was put in traction im* 
mediately but only lived two d a ^  
Through all the experience the family 
was ^matly impressed with the lodng 
care she recelv^.

("Just seeing how those missitmaries 
are loved and appreciated by the peo* 
pie is more encouragement than I  have 
known in a long tlme^" Brock re la te  
later. "Sudi love and affection are not 
in response to medical attendon but to 
the love of God that is being demon*

be a  kur*y«ar^M  gjkl M  
from a  vdndow Id ik  ̂ v e  tim 
The wkidows k Y d m ii l  hoaiie are a t 
Itoor kvel and Imve im acteewB o r  bale, 
so k  k  easy for a  ddM  to  k k o a l .  D ^ «  
Ik tk  gkl was fo rk iM ^  Jim  a atmad  
her h ^  smd soon ̂  was s $ k  to  go
aivffv^

JBWRMV %RS 99HRvBNir ̂ NHRVÎ mRt ĝ iNNNI
he had gdaed a gc<mt dmJ of expai^ 
ence. He had sew^ eâ fiass tmlma  ̂
set fracture scr«d)bed oa M aalam ^ 
numb^ of m i^  t^aradoas, sMilliad 
evoi d(me s e v ^  haamirholdedoHdas 
himself. Oa ^ d c  days he ^  raga* 
lai^ sedag ^  90 padads. IBs
Idb^l record fur oae ̂  was 92.

(Diutfig the alae w a ^  B todr was 
a t Jibk , he aad the two doctors ex* 
amkicd aad t i e s ^  5,652 oW^^adaiks, 
more than 3,000 of th M  aew padaks. 
About a  dM w areB rodt'S . Thate was 
also a  daily h o s | ^  iapdiaat camas

60 to 65, aad 20 to 25 sm g k d  
ccduics w oe perfumed eadi wedt;)

M u e  than thk, he had amde many 
friends. D ie Yemed w ukats la  ^  
outpadait depaitmuit liked Mm so 
m u ^  they b tm ^ t Mm a  JamMyya (a  
dagger all Yemaai maa wear a t tM r  
wdsts) and incame take home to 
Amedca. So he w odd be sme to  le* 
member than , eadi dgaed atm e 
u i  a  card widi the D ^  
tears in th d r eyes as d ky  sd d  good* 
bye and begged him to come back 
next summer. .

J M Brodr is bade la  Texas a id  rmce 
agdn in medical sdm dl 'Whmi Jm 

fin isl^  at the d id  this year there 
will be many who fed  he k  a e e M  so 
badly at hemie that he shodd m k evM 
consider gdng to sune fordga c q u b  
try. Before the sim im u k  Y em ai Jim 
may have half bdieved than. But now 
he has gone, and he has semi, and Ms 
life will never again be the same.

AUhoui^ God may not lead him lib* 
to medical m i^rm ^ J im  has seen 
someddr^ he can nevu  fuget—thou* 
sands p e ^  condng In a i  midkas 
streamTor medcal hdp, and u ily  one 
or two d(Ktus and a  hw  nurses to 
meet the oyerwhdmk^ need.' I 

He Jias ako seen a  ydide country in 
which ̂ r k t  k  not known a id  where 
t h ^  is only tMs sane  smaM handfd  
of people to share the Good Hews.

'i
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A i m  lilft ) k w  I J ^  ( t e
'iM Ilil BxM ttt'V -w y m  « t lift 

4% ilfti M y  lift im  l l m  T ^ l^  
l» OmI:ii i l  «n v ranci i^iwi o t « « k  
M i i a S i i i l i ’k iftW fMCTmm  
fcU ftll tn . a  l i  wft i iH(Mi$ i m y  Mftter

l i ^  Ite  Bft Bnl iImL 111 HRlk 
n Ift H y f t k  lag#y coinik l t  
«m n 1 ^  en «K^(m

C^C BR̂ MnWiVS BRWÊ OTly
Hft i : ^  CsHiraft In

l«ly 1249i» i k i ^  M l  Bft m h  
nHy w d M  Iw^tM owi n i  inurtite 
tQ llftin M  nhd %n 11

B R V W M  ôtRBI
1ŴA% iftBSjfinft TjpOlt ittW W W  I M ip B iX  w W llk . B it m i p M S

fiilkKlixly In Bin «cnn >M «i fitnnn n 
nfMnwmi Bin BnBnt Ex^ras^ £i«n nn
l&BSftBftM vSmîI r B X tR tv  ^B W Ir B R 9  B X W B liB Riw B R ^^Jr

^^RKBRXBR ^ B S M X t^ R S  %^MHVBt^'BlBliB% B liM B ra H ^ ^

incew nn*ln  M t  M y  n*n BbBy to
%n mtintt ^U Bmtn M pBil ntmk In B ^ 
mcBnnT^

In Bin Mnnen T^)tyo nut
Oiitow 40 fmcnm o l X if^ ^
M  niiB to M  ol Bin niBnii\ ito 
tof̂ nB ctom. "M toi 3S iM n  of Bnwn̂  
tovm Tokyo inston 2S vilBnii H^nMiinl 

fk w  Bm^ton nm to  ^  n m
ftom ton into MBontn. toatonB̂  n fin- 
tongnr >tom n m n  o l  v M  m iB to  tn
vii^ '■itodAftMi Mv^ fiMtod xfilk Btotoatoatoolktf l iB i fX B ra iV to  B tV W  BRIBBI t t t U t  B B R R tlX V B N

i^ itin m ti  nut mnVItos tontoikn—coan> 
vto^ns nitomcn o l eoonoato

AxiB Bin not k  nolto B M  M  
ifioin toctoikn nin ontor cQMiracBnn on 
nvmy limC

BnpBil  BQik to J n ^  nxinnto Hom 
Bft m  iioito on ton ktont o t Kokbtoo 
to  ton nontonm M  ^  ^  ktont 
Kyiitottk nut nvno to IBtonvnk ton B ^ 

Benk to k ty  only M i  ton moik 
to ton mi|or ^Ben o t Bmsn n«o fcnnt 
Mnns cM B  ton ITnnio (Etol ol
ton Fnft) nnB ton Ktoisto (W m  o l ton 
Pn»)« M t o  nooMHiIcnMy nncoonl fbr 
Bin MnB knto of Tmm^ ititî iiI ontou^ 

E M  BOĵ  lo r ton M IB  £x|«n» k  
N«tnyn« nomnBmn c i M  cnn-
In i c M ik  I i k  ton m M nk B m  k is iB  
dly« M l  two mtoton ipn^lt. lifn si\ 
fioifpniky k  >Bvtily Bkpl^ nB ty  Bin
muaBBVMM Ibbbâ ab» ■kBut IibBtBR«t^K\PB^0 BKV^t ^VBRtBNR^^to B R  B R 9

^ > 1  \2 vnxM > ^ ^ y n  k  tm ft 
CHUN; nn M l nn nn nmoatottn

BIlfBI BXS.Btf% ^ ^ X t X n

TImn M ccM  nnB Bmn wtontoes— 
nB tocR  ntocn lonn 24̂  1050—coiny»n 
BifBil n M  to Itofoyiu Qiowto Inn 
tn«n n fk i in ton 1«B tin  ynni% nn Bmn
B X W  BRXXBWIBi

^Hifnyn k  'd ly  ton

M  l i f t  r n n t t  n f  t k t

Tnn: Tin Htonrt (lkhl>—ton 
^Bntnl

bnnkk Ben nnttkn ninnn 32^ 
mtn Ntft XmiiHIn tton 

tntonnn Tnlyo nut Onniiik 
Ml̂  Fuji k  to t n e l m i M  
CnnM Ikmyn Mtoru 

BnM ni StoJkM Mnkiimimk 
Mntornf TntoiNnM 

M M  CtoMtk «Mi 
nBnMVtovWAttonnn 

vknimtotonit B M  w^misn 
M l ntoHth cM r on Imî
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< k ^ im  Mliskmsiiy R«iH 
>k)k> Iua v ra iM  ki tM 

Nnioya < m  t o  VHR« No QUO 
wKo t o  coastnictkm of h \» to d s  
of MW coHffikxft^ lOftdŝ  Md

win to p to  Fopo' 
kiUon scowtk in t o  N a^yo oieo k  t o  
mo9l of any aecU(m t o  natioii.

As io pam  of lapaiu acacdty of 
kAd atoda t o  i^rica Ttia IS*
by l̂OO t o t  ifixm lacMt^ pv^aaad  t o  
a MW Nasoya chuicb t o  coat $44«2(KK 
Tto \» o a ^  pMtkm wiH ba aotd lat^« aa 
had  itoaa  hciaaaa» «Ad t o  |^r<^ wUl 
b ^  lhaaca (Utuffa puichaaaa o t laadx 
la  Japaa« \vb«a laa) aatata pHcaa in* 
ctaaaa about 20 paicaat a yaar oa t o  
avacasa» toa ia t o  <»ily matbod H> baap 
op wbb ai^ralhp coata to asaota (otuTa 
cbwccb dav^qpiaMt

Labtwiap wUb paatcna aad misaioa* 
ariaa« t o  apfooidmat^ 300 lapdat ba« 
Uavaia ia Nagoya bopa to maba U 
''Ispaa'b Baptist CHy of t o  Fatwa«''

Next atoi^ KyoUK lapaa'a anctot 
c ^ ta b  w b i^  surviv^ World War II 
without lacaiviiig a aingla txunh BataV 
liabad aa t o  capital ki a ô. 794, t o  city 
ramainad t o  aaat of t o  amparora c i 
Ispui t o  more tbsA a thouasAd years. 
K ^ to  now attracts soma 12 million tour^ 
iata each yaar.

Sofnatknaa called t o  ''Rmna of 
lapan,'' Kyoto ia t o  home of U600 
Buddhiat tamplaa and 2S3 Shinto shrines, 
aa wall aa amna of t o  moat valuabh art 
traaauraa of lapsA.

B^ptiat outraadi jn  KyoW^kartad in 
1950. Today thara arc lour churdiaa and 
two miaaions. Tha H S tod  lapan Baptiat 
Hospital was opened in 19SS and baa 
greatly atrangthanad t o  Baptiat w itn ^  
in t o  midat of unparall^ed avangdiatic 
opportunity. Tba city is <ma of lapan's 
educational and cultural canters and t o  
home of t o  nation's Brat and most fam* 
oua misakm school, Doshiaha, founded 
by Niiikna lo  Sensei, renowned Japa* 
naaa Christian leato .

Kyoto is also t o  acknowledged canter 
t o  lefbwing political activity. A Kyoto 
Communist Party candidate polled more 
than a million votes in rec«[tt elections. 
Some of lapan's bittwre^, moat violent 
student s tril^  and demonstrations have 
been in Kyoto.

Baptist work has not altogether es« 
caped t o  radicalism cantering in t o  
area, radicalism which in some to rd ia s  
of other denominations has resulted in 
violent confrontations and disruption of 
worship services.

Recently a student group mounted t o

pulpit of one of t o  cbuitoe b^onging 
to t o  l^'odan (United O iu r^ »  tip p ^  
off t o  pastor's robe, and forced the con« 
geegatto b> listen to their dMSSAds.

With mudi a ^ a n c e  ftom t o  highly 
respected mbdatiy of t o  Baptist bos^Sl 
and a Baptist book store, t o  Bakist 
witness t o  Christ in Kyoto is expanding. 
Land for a mw mission was purchased 
recently. The Max H. Loves, m is ^ «  
arias now on fOrlough, are to b ^ ^  work 
—Baptists' newest in Japan's a n ^ t  city 
—in June 1970, almost 20 years to t o  
day after t o  t o t  postwar Baptist effort 
was begun in Kyoto by t o  Coleman 0 . 
Clarkes.

The train ride ftom Kyoto to Osaka 
reqtdres rmly a few minutes. A passenger 
never sees open countryside, for the en« 
tire area has been taken over by fac* 
tories, h o u ^  crnnohxes, and t o  
H>rawling site ^  Japana Bxm  '70.

Passing atatto aftor station, the ex« 
{ums finally arrives at Shin Omkn—New 
Osaka Station, especially built to accom* 
modate t o  new, high'Speed train, as are 
all other stations on the line.

Japan's second largest city with a 
population of three million, Osaka has 
been called "the town of the common 
people." Although t o  city dates to t o  
seventh century, it is better known for 
its modem industrial products flowing 
ceas^essly from the assembly lines of 
thousands of factories, than for its an* 
cient culture or tradition.

Petple in Osaka are known fojr their 
peculiar country accent, Osaka Ben 
(Osaka Dialect), which can be under '̂ 
stood only with difficulty by today's 
younger generation, an^ sometimes not 
at all.

Dating from 1952, when t o  Osaka 
Baptiat Church was begun as a mission. 
Baptist outreach in t o  postwar era has 
expanded to six churches and seven mis* 
sions. Three couples and one single mis* 
sionary work with ten Japanese pastors.

For sheer size and organized con* 
fusion, Osaka overwhelms me, even after 
20 years of Japan's crowds, noise, and 
tra to  jams. Miles of throughways that 
now crisscross t o  city have alleviated to 
some extent t o  colossal traffiô  jams of 
t o  pasti some tied up traffio lor as much 
as eight hours.

In this mammoth metropolis of 
'Svheelers" and "dealers," this beehive of 
industrial activity, this giant city of com* 
merce, industry, and finSnee, Japan, 
through Expo '70, is telling the world of 
its e^nomio progress.

On a much smtdler scale, k  saetiMe 
of metropolltMt Osika, s u ^  m  Mori« 
guebi ( p ^ a tk m  500,000), Miiiioiiaiy 
B. Preston Bennett is tMling t o  itoiy of. 
Jesus Cbriet to all who wUl Ikton. Started 
from scratch in 1958, t o  ModgiMbl 
Mission today has 23 baUevHs-^tour 
married couples, Hveral skgle Vtorking 
people, and some students.

As everywhere else ki Japan, t o  l^ b *  
lem in Osaka is bow to g it people into 
the church b\]dlding to bear the massage 
of Oirist. The ei^bhour day and t o  
404vour work week are unknown in 
Japan. Many workMs have only two or 
three days oft each month, uatudly not 
bn Sunday. Many commute didly two 
hours each wav to their work and, pbysl* 
cally exhausted, return home after mven 
in t o  evening.

In a country where work is t o  rell* 
gion of most people and t o  quest for 
material things looms as strong as in Mny 
other nation, t o  appeal of the gospel c l 
Christ has plenty of competition. The 
average church attendance in t o  na* 
lion's houses of worship on any Sunday 
is said to be about 40.

Not only do Baptist church buildings 
—small and almost primitive in structure 
when compared to the gleaming, moderii 
movie houses and concert halls—face 
stiff competition from t o  p l^ ^ a l 
standpoint, but they also are usually not 
located on busy thoroughfares because 
of the astronomies^ price of property in 
preferred areas. *

Just beyond Osaka, and soon to be' 
connected with the New Tokaido Line, 
is Kobe, Japan's beautiful port and ship* 
ping center. There four Baptist churches 
and three missions—staffed by five 
pastors and three mimlohary couj^es, 
plus two couples in language study-^ 
carry on ministry for Christ,

A book could be written about^aptlst 
witness in other cities along t o  line of 
the Bullet Express, beginning with Tokyo 
and including Yokohama, Shkuoka, 
Yokkaichi, QifU, Himejl—the llet k  
long. Many are the thrilling stories of 
victories for Christ taking place daily a* 
the go^iel'is preached in these places, as 
well as in all the 249 cities, towns, and 
hamlets where Baptist missions and 
churches are located on the four main 
islands bf Japan.  ̂ ^

To see even tols one area and to 
glimpse the need, this opportunity, an4 
the widetopen door, k  an expeHenee not 
to be forgotten and after whtdi a vkHor 
can never be t o  same,

'm
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mea m  ra n
In N««d of Prayor
INTBNSiVB ofTorts to roQch groat numbon of unovangollzod 

people with the gospel of Jesus Christ are generally called 
ovangellstio campaigns, Pra/or support for those largo-icalo 
olTorts is Just as essential as for porson-to-porson witnessing. 
Techniques and methods for this kind of prayer support are 
not suggested hero, but purposeful engagement is urged.

The hope of Southern Baptist foreign missionaries and 
their national co«laborers In at least 20 countries this year Is 
that many Southern Baptists will join with them In elTootually 
and fervently praying for all phases of their planned efforts 
for reaching and winning groat numbers of people to Christ.

If what is said hero helps increase the response, wo are 
Indeed thankful. Perhaps churches ond nroups, as well as 
Individuals, will adopt one or more of the countries listed 
below. All of us can pray with them and for them through 
the stages of their preparation and oven through the culmina­
tion of their scheduled seasons of proclamation Into the 
follow-up efforts.

June-July
Thailand Malaysia-Singapore
India East Pakistan
Okinawa South Vietnam
Indonesia Hong Kong
Taiwan Philippines
Japan South Korea
Guam

Soptember-Octobor
Tanzania Malawi
Kenya Zambia
Uganda
Ethiopia

Rhodesia

FMB History
By tub TiMB messengers from the churches converge at 

Denver in Juno for the Southern Baptist Convention, a now 
history of the Foreign Mission Board should bo off the press. 
Published hy Broadman Press, It contains eight chapters and 

, boars the title, Advanof: A History of Southern Baptist 
Foreign Missions, by Baker J. Cauthon and others, The 
history's production was planned as part of the Board's ob­
servance of Its 125th annivorsory.

Adequate comprehension of our denomination's continuing 
Involvement In world missions requires knowledge that is 
available only through woll-documontod history. Such be­
comes a base for understanding the over-expanding outcome 
of the task assignment given the Board in 1845 by the newly 
constituted convention. Upon that assignment the Board has 
developed and Implemented programs and strotogios, and has 
appointed and sustained a missionary force at all times, oven 
through some of the most difficult financial straits imaginable.

With this newly published history at hand, any Interested 
person can trace the stoges of growth through 125 years and 
will better understand the Board's responsibility for main­
taining its present missionary force, which numbers almost

16

2,500 serving in 71 fields, and the expansion needed oven to 
keep pace with the past.

Every church llbrory should have on its shelves ot least one 
copy of Advance: A History of Southern Baptist Foreign 
Missions, The same is true for the libraries of Baptist col­
leges and seminaries. Advance orders are advised. Thus 
Baptist Book Store managers can more accurotely estimate 
how many copies they will need for early orders and pur­
chases. The price is $4.95.

R«c«nt Biography
China is the setting for one of the most recently published 

missionary biographies. Doctor in an Old World, The author, 
Helen Thames Raley, tells the life story of Robert E. Beddoe, 
missionary doctor.

Until now, only a few Southern Baptists have known many 
of the details about this talented and warm-hearted man of 
medicine and music who served many years in South China. 
They who have read Bill Wallace of China, written by Jesse 
C. Fletcher, know Dr. Beddoe by name and that he was head 
of the hospital at Wuchow, He and Wallace shared many 
blessings and ordeals.

As one reads Doctor in an Old World he realizes that he 
is learning about a man of brilllonce and dedication, rare 
and distinctive. During such learning one also gains new 
insight into the culture and conditions of China just before 
it went Into communistic eclipse. For everyone who wishes 
to approach this year's graded series of foreign mission study, 
this book is worthwhile. It should be part of any program of 
background reading and general preparation for the study of 
"Chinese Mission Fields Today," the theme of the study 
scheduled for this year.

Doctor In an Old World Is published by Word Books and 
sells for $3,95. It is available In Baptist Book Stores.

May Program Topic
ViBTNAM is scheduled for study in May by Current Mis­

sions groups in almost all Southern Baptist churches. Appear­
ing In next month's issue of Tiin Commibbion Is an article 
about Missionary Journeyman George Pickle, who will soon 
complete his two-year term in Vietnam. Author of the story 
is Miss lone Gray, international writer and editor for the 
Foreign Mission Board. She recently toured Vietnam and 
observed Pickle at work in a variety of ministries and services.

Wo suggest the use of this story in the study of Viotnom.

It Costs Mor*
CiRCUMBTANCDB chongo drasticotly for a subscription to 

T ub Commission if the subscriber moves outside the United 
States. The annual subscription rate is calculated in keeping 
with regular second-class moiling costs. The postoge for send­
ing magozines overseas, oven by surfoco mail, requires either 
on additional payment by the subscriber or an adjusted ex­
piration date for the subscription. If you are planning to 
change your residence to on overseas location, please remem­
ber that the odditional cost for sending T ub Commission to 
you will be five cents on issue.

THE COMMISSION
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CHINA'S PHOENIX? . >i»W S  ^ ,.P *  ,  V W

 ̂«l
sr

~ 8inc0 prahlitoHo ttmM, tbe. pliofnlH hM b«0n the bird of 
:good omen In Chines A legendery bird, It li born tQ retppeer i t  
the molt euiplcjoui ocoiilonfi

Long regerded ai an emblem of reiurreotlon, the phoenix 
ended Iti tong 500<vear life by ielf'Crematlon. Then, rising 
from Its om  ashes, jt .was feborn to last another 600 years. 
Perhaps, today, Taiwan may be ChW f phoenix,
,, Can there be a yebirth of this most ancient plvlllzatipn? 
Vvill 6,000<year*o|d/Chlna rise from Its pyre, now burning red 
isoroH the east? Only time jnd  Taiwan hold the answer to such 
a ho^,of cultural resurrection,

' Taiwan (sometimes called Formosa or Free China) Is an 
Island province of China, lying len than 100 mllH off the 
mainland coast. This Is the only part of China In the world 
today where Chinese and their free world friends may come 
and go as they wish.

Th0 lush productivity of this country attractskl the Jap* 
anese. In 1606 a peace treaty with China gave them Formosa 
(Portuguese fof ^'beautifully green")^ By this time, Canadian 
and English Presbyterians had been preaching Christ to the 
Chinese farming and fishing population for 30 years, During 
the period of Japanese occupation, member^ of a Japanese 
Holiness group began Christian work,

By the time World War II was over, there were about 
30,000 Christians on the Island, and the gospel messege had 
spread tp the mountain tribes of head*hunting aborfglnH. 
When Formosa Was returned to China In 1046 and Christian 
miHlonaries began to |oln with national Christians to take pp 
their Interrupted m ^ o n , they found 6,000 tribesmen who 
had accepted the messege of Christ. Tribal Chriitiaris had 
preMhed among them. In spite of Japanese threats and perse* 
cutioh,

After but a few years of uncertain peace, the China main* 
land began to fall to the adveneIng’CommunIst armies, ^fbre 
and more Chinese from the melnwnd prdylneei were pouring 
into Taiwan, and In l^ B  the Netloneiitt government of Chine 
moved to the island.

i

1#70 “

Along with the displaced persons came additional Chr|s* 
tian groups. Today, more than 60 evandalloar ofgenliatldne 
have programs of Christian witnessing,* As many as 600,000 
people, perhaps**divlded about equally b l tw ^ ,  Roman 
Catholic arid Protestant groups**are touched to some d e ^  by 
the gospel. And yet, this still |n v h  more thsh 66 percent of 
the approximately 14 million population unreeohed by 
gospel, "

'Amone thsM ere feuthsm Bsptlsti,North Am«r|otn Baptlft Amilotlen, 
•hdthoConiorvitlvolaptliH., ; ’

* ¥  \  ’ 
As the Communists put the torch to the melnland J6:sh  If 

they could indeed burn down Chinese k>eleW/d1hsr fires were 
burning on Telwan. .

Fires of a new evanfelism, Baptist Witness, began to reach 
the island during those years of uncertain peace. Miss Berthg 
Smith, o f the Southern Baptist foreign Mission, Board and 
Pastor Yang MeL Tn I, of the China Bamist Convention 
Frontier MlHjons Society, weresent to Taiwan In 1648, There 
followed years of reaping for the gofpel, the like of whldH had 
never beei^seen before In china. ^

MMonBry ttu0n T»fmn9§$, with tgptlit p§itor*§ §uiit§ne§.
a n
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TN  dl«p)ftc«d (nlHlom froW thtm«tnl«ndvw«dl«tr«nht 
to tho point of d«ip«)f« Mony turnod to •  foipoi h««rd tinco 
ohlWhood but ntv«r hndW* Oibori bfird tbo ttory for tho
fifit tlmt, ond roipohdod* *h fiw i ^ t h i  oftoricob
t«|o prayor n ^ tlr if  bann, 12 paopia wara bapttxad> In tan 
yaan thit hMidful of iaptlats had frown Into tha Taiwan iap* 
tilt C^nv^tloht with 18 churchH and iuit over 7,000 mam« 
bart« Mora'than 1,300 pabj^ wara baptitad In ona yaar« Tha 

' V b u n f c o n v a n t l o n ,  waak and aoma might aay ~  with* 
fully o r^ l ia d , lant Its first mliilona^ coupla to a prison 
colony on Graan Island, {ust off tha aait coMt of Taiwan*

Thaaa yaars of rapid growth twallowad rainforcamants 
faitar than thay could ba supplied* Several missionary familial 
from mainland China v\^ra reasitgnad to this new area* A 
faculty and staff ware gathered, and tha Taiwan Baptist Theo* 
logical Seminary received Its first class of more than 30 stu* 
dents In tha fall of 1082*

Gains and needs outstripped each other* Even as a new 
mlHlonary couple came to study Chinese, there was a demand 
for mlHlonarles who could work with the Taiwanese In the 
language of their birth* When missionaries began learning 

•Taiwanese, there vrare still the Hakka and tribal communities 
waiting for a gospel witness* Also among the missionary relm 
forcements were some called into English*language work*

Fires of testing* The years between 1052 and 1082 vrere 
filled with ail sorts of tests and refining* Much of the testing 
had to do with development of physical facilities, which the 
young denomination needed for its growth*

An adequate seminary campus was completed* The sum* 
mer camp at Ling Tou (Little Ridgecrest) achieved its basic 
deveiopment* Lay training became a serious business* Liters' 
ture and school work grew with littie Mission^ help or money* 
Nine bookstores and numerous libraries were opened* Two 
Christian schoois were being encouraged by the Taiwan Baptist 
Convention.

Some churches were already paying their own way and 
most congregations were beginning to realiie that the day 
wouid coma when they would be self-supporting rather than 
receiving subsidy* Yet they were willing to designate about 10 
percent of their total gifts to causes other than local needs* 
The estimated per capita gift of Taiwan Baptists in ratio to 
average income was about double that of Southern Baptists*

Although overall growth was slov\rad, this period saw a 
refining of the churches in their responsibilities. Less easily 
measured was the growing maturity of laymen* Today«1970 - 
there are more than 100 congregations (churches and mission 
points) served by over 100 seminary graduates. The Taiwan 
Baptist Convention now has a total membership of about 
10,000. Careful work has been done in Bible study training 
and^ In evangelism* But the pressures of modern-day living­
schooling of the young and multiple jobs for the adults-make 
for slow growth.

fires of renewal? Will there be renewal as these fires burn 
away the dross? media evangelism has a good start in 
radio; and the groundwork has been laid for a new television 
ministry. Churches have been preparing for ^ e ra i  years for a 
^deeper evangelistic thrust in the hew decade. As many pray, 
new leadership is;taking hesft. Over 80 Southern Baptist rnis- 
.sfonarlei are now aNj^ed to Taiwan* Others are In training to 
^work with Chinese elsewhere in East and Southeast Asia. A 
new literary outreach paces.the neW church leadership, provid­
ing materials necessary for growth*

*A Mitiloh is the orginliatlon of Southern Baptist mlnlonsriss In a 
eauntry, . .
IB ‘

Whit floea the future hold for Baptists on Talwart> Fea­
sibly, through their prayers and faith, revM  wlH emerge from 
these ref Inini firee* .

Omco Churchy in TiipsA

Taiwan may well be Chlna*s phoenix, assuring renewal of 
that great country*s spiritual, as well as cultural, life* Christians 
living on the Island can say with Paul, **A great door and 
effectual Is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.** 
(1 Cor* 18t9) They know the tremendous opportunities for 
effective witness on Taiwan, while they see the adversaries that 
prevent full and free witnessing In mainland China* Even so, 
they hear and feel the fervent prayers of their fellow Christians 
there* And Christians around the v\rarid Join them In prayer for 
the day when full fellowship will be a loyous reality*

-by  Charles L* Culpepper, Jr*

IH^rfnn of tho ohovo motorhl oro ovoifohfo fm  ipsn reguKt 
from tho DofHirtmont of Mtoolor̂ ry CthtooUen omt ftomotfon, Forotan 
Mkoioh Betrsf, €S$T, ntohmonof̂  lAk Th(o h a ra-
vhionohitiiHkUnaofDh

THE COMMISSION

s'. • <



R K T ^ - S

'_ ■« yf’
k\

m
I t- '

in ity  (n

Aa Uv*', ^ . A

|i?r'ivv <. s , —

J V' ■* < .'. ■ * ,

' V ' \

■p’’ " r-p”

\>* ' ' ' ■'. ' : t  ■ *' '̂ •' >

L>* \3

_ Ifter kmg ftntldpatlon*
Soutnern BoptUti in 1962 
omered « newiy opened door to 
misdonery InvoWenvent in the 
iend of incHe%

in every respect one of the 
v o id 's  meior countries* indie is 
roufihiy comperebie in eree end 
popuietion to Europe epert from 
Russie« Chine is the oniy coum 
try which exceeds it in popuie* 
tion. indie sheres with Jepen the 
industriei ieedership of Asie end 
hes exerted considereble im 
fluence in intemetionei effeirs, 
especieiiy emong the new 
netions of Southeest Asie« It is probebly the most religious 
country in the vw)rid; end Hinduism, the dominant belief, is 
the worid*$ oldest historic religion^

As e mission field, indie holds particular importance^ The 
modem missionary movement began with the work of William 
Carey in what is now e part of India. The nation's evangelical 
Christian population « probably more then 2,000,000 com* 
municant membm of numerous denominations«is the target 
in Asia. Yet this is only about one half of 1 percent of India's 
population.

Although the country has been e major field for British, 
American, end Canadian Baptists, as well as several other Bap* 
tist groups, the Southern Baptist Convention has never had 
missionary work there until quite recently. Vast areas remain 
wham Christianity is very weak and where there has been no 
Baptist work of any kind. Prr^^very standpoint, this land 
presents a special challenge to uŝ "̂ "

No serious attempt to enter India was made by the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board until after World War 
ii. Flans for the foreign missions advance program prmhted to 
the Southern Baptist Convention in 1948 included India as a 
possible future field. Mission organliatldns not previously at 
work in the riewly independent country found It difficult to 
get government recognition and approval; Consequently, visas 
requested in I960 for a Southern Baptist missionary couple 
\were not granted. ^

in order to follow any promising possibility for an entry 
in India, the Foreign Mission Board maintained for 15 years 
periodic, contacts vvith mlKlon;and government personnel 
there. At one time, it seemed likely that approval rnight come 
for a medical prol^t in Kashmir. However, cabinet changes

AFftlC 19?0

ministry the outstanding Chris* 
tian woman vyho had en co u ra^  
our plans.  ̂ ^

Dr. Paul Brand, a prominent 
missionary doctor, thw  serving 
as director of the Vellora Chrlfr 
tian Medicsil Cdliega In South 
India, visited, Ihe FpreIgh Mis* 
eion Board In Richmond, Vk* 
ginia, and made a suggestion. He 
indicated that the college vrouid 
be happy to have qh its staff a 
we||*qualified Soutliern Baptist 
doctor and that he felt sure the 

college could secure a visa for sucKa.missionary.With person* 
nel in^Jndia under that arrangemehti the Foreign Mission 
Board would be in a much better position to explore the pos* 
sibllity pif government approval for a Southern Baptist medical 
undertaking. That effort, in turn, might open the doorTor a 
broader missionary approach, including development ot 
chumhes and other types of Christian vyitness and Mfvice.

in,response to Dr; Brand's suggestion, the Foreign Mission 
Board offered the service of Dr, and Mrs. Jasper L  McFhali to 
tl>e Vellore Christian Medical College and Hospital. Th^ non* 
^om lnatlonal Institution is one of the largest and most ^ *  
nlficant Christian rrilssjonpro^ anywhere In the World, Dr. 
McFhall hed 'speclaliied In thoracic surgery, and Mrs, McFhall 
had received training ; and'experience both as nurse and m  
anesthetist. When this couple went to India in the early ifell of 
1952, it vyas an expression of the iong*standlng hopM of 
Southern Baptists to  be able to share’Christian miMlonary op* 
portunitlM and responsibilities there, '

During .their term of service at Veilore, the McFhalls ex­
plored avenues that might lead to an opening for a formal, 
Southern Baptist mission effort there. They contacted,, as 
potential sources of information and help, numbers of Indian 
leaders in Christian work or In medicine,

' V '  ^  ‘

Eyentually/thecitypf Bangalore, In Mysore State, Soudi
India, was selected m  the most promising site for the p r o p ^  
Southern Baptist medical work; amJ, in ^  summer of 1BBB, 
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph Bethea and thafr family were transferred to 
India to begin work at Bangalore. With the approval of sta^ 
health officials, plans are under way for the eetabllthmeht of a 
hospital,

i t
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bthof miHionatteo havQ now ioined the Bethns^ and a 
(hulthfaceted mtnUtry hai daveloiMd,' evan during the period 
of preperatloh; for the protected poapitaK The dpctora have
conducted outpatient citntcs, have ^ministered relief In cam.

Bib'hof special need, end have opened Bible claesee and evangelistic 
meetings in several sections of the city. \  v 

AS a ,result of the^  efforts, the first cliurch related to 
Southern Baptist v\K)rk'in India y/as organtxed In December, 
19B6. By the end of 1 MO there viere; six churches and^l^ 
other preaching points, and'already church ^membership hm) 
reached 300, made pp mainly of Telugus.' "

In their Chrlstmn 1900 letter, the Bethsasyfrote*.
* fMvo you over m n  o chunk h C f^h ^  Hb h m t Since m

)n vc  Im n. h m  cwo more new one* have he§un keeauae 
tnttian Chrhtfani tru ly  obey C h rM  commoner **€& ye in to '
§H the wwhk** Theynm tn i§h iU yin  theft thatchedm u^huu  : 
for (treyer, then §e w itneHfnf to theft netihhen after* ,

 ̂ m n f e e n e  fm  eekeet them to there theft new faiths \ 
w ith ethertf ku t fteeaute of thefr /oy, they have keen com* 
IteHeef to go, Many thln§t are ha(tkenln§ *Wtw THtement 
9i^**h e re fn» e n iia fe re f

specialty boaVd standing, nurses with the mastef a degree, and 
persons with, professional training In hoSPh^l adminlstratiph 
and hospital chaplaincy. Surely, among 11 million Southern 
Baptists, Qod has his persons for the meeting of these needs.

Our best opprpach'to India, and that most welcomed by 
the people and the government of the country. Is certainly a 
demonstration In life and spirit of the meaning of Christian 
compassion,, th is demonstration will Introduce God's good 
hews and God's Unique Son to many of India's millions.

The ^u th e rn  Baptist medical projMt being developed at 
BangaioreTulfils loqg years of hope and prayer bn the part of 
ths foreign Mission Board and many Southern Baptists. We 
iriist aisp that it  is the beginning of a widening and UnUiualjy' 
fruitful ministry In the challenging land of India,,

Mi -b y  .Winston Crawley
if J.riVn >'

V> >5 '• ‘ >
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The door to India has opened for us. It Is a door of hope 
and opportunity. There are,4herefore, imm^lete and Urgent 
needs for miselonerles qualified for service In India, Specialized 
tfeMni Is a requlNinent. Present needs are doctors with

ffaftrlnH  e f the akeve materiel ere aveffekle free u(ten reefueet 
frem Dettertmenkef Mhtfenery ie fuH tfen enel ̂ rem etlen,Ferelin,M lt* 
tfen Beertf, 9§ Q  fe x  f f i 7, f t fe h m ^ t 93230, Thie fe e revfefen 
entlupekitfii0 9f  the keerel% leaflet eninelfe, card
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Thm li ft tlnw of thftnkiglvlng and cole- 
krfttloh. Southam Baptltti aro remem- 

berlnii 125 yeare of hfitory. Both the 
Home Mieeion Board and the Foreign 
MIeelon Board recall that the flrit action of 
the newly eitabllihed convention in 1845 
wae the conitituting of two miuion boardi. 
The celebration of the annivoriary wiii high­
light the forthcoming meeting of the South­
ern Baptiit Convention in Denver, Colorado.

There ii much reaion for thankigiving 
ae we think of Qod'i graoioui leaderihip 
in the work of foreign miiiioni during 
theie 125 yeari. Our mindi turn flrit to 
the miisionariei, who reiponded to the call 
of God and went forth to make known the 
glorioui tidingi of lalvation. What it takei 
to be a mluionary today ii no diflerent 
from what it took in the early yean of 
our history, although the oircumitancei have 
greatly changed. Early miisionariei were 
separated from loved ones by long months 
during which they had no word from home. 
Today conversations can be conducted by 
overseas telephone. Airlines link the world 
with rapid and frequent schedules. Many 
inventions hove added to the comfort ond 
convenience of living.

Whot it takes to be a miiiionary, never­
theless, has not changed. God's servants 
must still face the problems of adjusting to 
other cultures, languogei, circumstances of 
work, and the realities of being foreigners 
in a land not their own. They must do their 
work omid ever-lncreoilng demands, losing 
light of themselves in advancing the devel­
opment of national Christian leadership. 
They must itond strong ond true amid the 
crises that continue to explode in land 
after lend. They must brave the winds of 
ill will that come amid intornationol ten* 
lions. We thank God for mliilonoriei who 
look to their Lord ond seek no other portion 
in life than to do his blessed will.

We praise God for the providences 
which have surrounded his lervonti in their 
labors ocross the veori. There have been 
those whose lives nave been laid down in 
line of .duty on mission fleldi. Some lives 
have been cut short by disease or accident; 
some have died in prison; many have stood 
the trials of war; some have gone through 
shortages of food ond deep personal priva­
tion; many hove been leporoted from their 
children; many have continued when they 
were surrounded by onti-foroign ottitudei 
that made their daily life very difllcult.

Amid oil this, however, God has gronted 
his wonderful providences so that his lerv- 
onti have been able to feel thot they do

not walk alone. There has been victory over 
circumstances, and there has been triumph 
amid luiTering. Our Lord has kept his Word 
to be with his servonts and to make their 
ministry fruitful. As we think about their 
safekeeping across the years, our praise 
rises to God for his wonderful, fatherly 
core.

We praise God for the privilege of seeing 
an expansion of missionary labor in so 
many countries. In the early days of our 
Board's history, many people prayed for 
the very countries into which wo have 
been privileged to go in recent years. Wo 
feel that many prayers are being answered 
todoy that were prayed long years ago.

SiNcn World War II there hos occurred 
a phenomenol expansion in mission 

work. It has no parallel in earlier times, 
except as the gospel woi spread through­
out the Roman Empire in the days of the 
opostlei. For the flrit time in Southern 
Baptist history we are privileged to be ot 
work on a truly worldwide scale. The sun 
never sets upon our missionary labors. We 
now preach his glorious grace in myriad 
languages and under widely differing con­
ditions.

It is thrilling to bo a part of such a 
Christian movement. It makes us feel that 
wo are caught up in the dlmoniioni of the 
Groat Commission more in keeping with 
our Mnitor'i desires. Yet wo ore always 
reminded of the lends into which wo have 
not gone and of the people who yet awoit 
the message of life.

Wo determine to keep pressing forward 
with geographical expansion into lands that 
need so much to know the name of Christ, 
while at the same time strengthening, solidi­
fying, expanding the mlniitrloi in countries 
wo have entered.

Wo praise God for the unchanging gospel 
wo are privileged to prooch in oil the world. 
No alterotions in the moiiago wo boor need 
bo made in any lond. Wo exolt the name 
of Jesus. Wo toll ot the wondrous love of 
O o d ^ f  his deed of redemption on the 
cross and the resurrection—whereby man 
is brought to him by faith in the Saviour. 
This message is told in a thousand different 
ways, fitted to moot the circumstances of 
the people to whom we speak. It is the 
same, unchanging story that brings light 
into darknoii and Joy into burdened hearts.

It is exhilarating to. think of the multi­
plied ministries which now can bo used to 
tell the story of Jesus. Not only through

preaching and teaching, but by mlnlitriei 
of love and mercy to people in diitreH the 
gospel is made evident. While undertaking 
to manifHt the genuineness of Christian 
care, people are pointed at all times to the 
Lamb of'“God, wno takes away the sin of 
the world. By keeping our eyes both upon 
the deep spiritual needs of man and upon 
the realities of his human situation, we 
try to follow the pattern set by Jesus in 
his ministry.

We thank God that even amid the stern 
realities faced by many of our brethreh 
in lands behind the Iron Curtaflt, Jesus 
Christ is there with them. We pray for the 
day to come when the doors to China shall 
be reopened and our voices may blend with 
those of our brethren there in praises to 
our Lord. We shall learn much from them 
obout the goodness of God and answers to 
prayer. They will bo able to teach us what 
they have learned in the school of grace. 
Wo are glod that wo aro now able to preach 
the love of Christ by means of radio to 
people in lends behind the Iron Curtain, 
but wo look forward to the day when wo 
shall bo oblo to move among them again 
in Joyful service of our Lord.

OUR hearts are filled with thanksgiving 
for millions of dedicated Southern 

Baptists who, through prayer and giving, 
moke possible this expanding missionary 
undortalcing. Wo thank God for the Co­
operative Program and the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. Those chonnels of mis­
sionary giving have kept flowing like swell­
ing itroomi so thot, as people have offered 
their lives, the roiourcoi have been made

f)oiiiblo to send them ond give them re- 
nforcomont in their labors. We are re­

minded, however, that the needs far exceed 
oil resources. In 1969, because of limited 
funds, the total amount of recommendations 
from mission fields which could not bo 
provided come to $7,716,000.

Wo thank God for his promises. We face 
the future realizing that the dangers, dif- 
flcuitioi, problems, ond demondi before us 
ore greater than ever before. We face this 
future confident thot our Lord is able to 
do exceeding obundontly above all that we 
oik or think. We ore assured that the 
victory belongs to Jesus Christ. We cast 
ourieivei completely upon him and rest in 
his grace, love, and mercy. And we believe 
fully what he said, "Upon this rock I build 
my church, ond the gates of hell shall 
not prevoil ogoinit it."

»<
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• The stoic, frozen look of a wrin­
kled Vietnamese mother as she rides 
in the back of a dilapidated pick-up 
truck, escorting the orange-and-yellow- 
flag-draped box containing the remains 
of her fallen soldier son.

• Quiet tears running down the face 
of a bewildered husband-father as he 
explains that his wife would not have 
hemorrhaged to death in childbirth had 
some medical assistance been avail­
able.

• Troubled refugees pleading with 
Missionary Sam James to help them 
retain their squatters’ shacks on a soc­
cer field in the suburbs of Saigon.

• A busload of orphaned children 
from the Camranh Christian Orphan­
age singing and laughing as they head 
for Sunday School at the Baptist 
church in Ba Ngoi in Missionary Wal­
ter Routh’s Volkswagen bus.

• Clouds of dust generated by tanks 
and trucks plowing through seas of 
bicycles, three-wheeled vehicles, ox­
carts, and human bodies heading ev­
erywhere.

• Giggling Montagnard children rac­
ing after the shadow of a helicopter 
that inclement weather had forced 
down in their mountain village.

• Pumpkin pie (they made it) with 
Green Berets in a mountain outpost, 
where a visit by a civilian from the 
States was like a letter from home.

• Fellowship with God’s choicest 
servants— Southern Baptist missionar­
ies in Vietnam. Seeing their beautiful 
spirit and their humanness under the 
constant threat of change and physical 
danger.

• Flight over the countryside, view­
ing the acne of war with the pock­
marks of bomb craters around almost 
every village.

• Sleep on the floor with 40 home­
less street boys at a crude youth hostel 
in downtown Saigon. Hearing them 
discuss their exploits of stealing and

pandering. Sensing their need to be 
loved as they reach out to be near and 
touch the visiting American.

• Worship with Vietnamese Chris­
tians, my brothers. Entering into the 
joy of prayer and song without under­
standing a single word other than the 
common Spirit of God that hovers in 
our midst.

C u c H  IS the montage of unforgettable 
^  moments from travels as a social 
work consultant throughout South 
Vietnam during three weeks in July 
1969.

My assignment: to visit the stations 
of the Baptist Mission in South Viet­
nam, to talk with the missionaries. 
Baptist laymen, and officials, both 
American and South Vietnamese. My 
purpose: to determine how the Mis­
sion could more effectively minister to 
the needs of a war-torn nation through 
Christian social ministries.

From the moment I was met at 
the plane in Saigon by Samuel M. 
(Sam) James, Mission chairman, the 
urgent need for the development of a 
comprehensive strategy of Christian 
social ministries in South Vietnam was 
apparent. In the ensuing days the 
rationale for urgency unfolded.

I n  th e  f irs t p la c e , it is apparent that 
there is a high level of frustration and 
uncertainty among the missionaries as 
they attempt to maintain an appropri­
ate balance between an aggressive pro­
gram of evangelism through procla­
mation and d ia k o n ic  ministry of 
service to human and social need.

In every mission station in South 
Vietnam the missionaries are con­
fronted with almost overwhelming hu­
man need. Forty percent of the popu­
lation are displaced persons who have 
been forced to leave their land and 
villages and move to the larger cities, 
where there is a higher security and 
protection from Viet Cong attack.

Many of these refugees have been 
given only temporary shelter and care 
by the government. As the war goes
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Tks I s p tk t  Mkskm hsd obtsinsd 
SR siRSittscy frsRt of ssvsTsl thou* 
ssAd dohsrs OtoiR ths FOcsifo M k ^  
Bosrd to build s  Isr^s shshsr to mo* 
k c t thsss tsfussss (tmn ths \vssU\sr. 
Ths shshsr coRslskd of corrugatsd 
mstsl lodh is  mstsrisl on w t ^ n  
frsiRiRS snd poks.

Lstsr« on s  visit to ths csmp« 1 ob*

thtss milKoR pstsM i sines ths b s ^  
n in so f th sw sr).

Ths two mSR tS{»SSSRtiRft ths
usiss hsd coins to pksd  vmh Junes 
for further sssktsnes ttom  the I s ^ t  
Misskm. They w sis not inteiseted in 
|uet msterisl sssisHincs» but they dee* 
p e r s t^  needed s  frlw ^ with power 
snd pisstlse who understood th ^ r 
(dM t snd could properly represent 
th u r cause with govermnuit t^^ s ls^

In a  letter they presenkd to James> 
they referred to the (Set that many of 
ths refutes families had beemns Chris* 
tians durint ths past two years. They 
deejdy appreciated ths assistance pro* 
vidra by their Christian brothers, but 
now the tovemment had tivu t them 
an ultimatum to leave the shelter and 
vacate the soccer field within a two* 
week period.

After tslkint with diese two dee* 
perate ChrietisR mwa, Sam turned to  
me. ''What can ws do7" he asked. 
"We have no addhkmiJ f u ^  and I  
could spend the sRtks next w e ^  In 
an effmt to plow throui^ the red 
necessai^ to provide tenuXMrary 
facilities fm  tW e  needy people.

"These people are our toothers in 
Chdst in « r s  yet the lindtatloR 
of our resources of money, time, end 
skill make it almost impossible to min* 
kter to other than t h ^  spiritual 
needs."

With ^ a t  levins he declared, "We 
need t^ n e d  Christian m isde^ries 
skilled in social wmk methods who 
can spend their full time devising ways 
and means to minister to  these unfe^ 
tunate peo]^ ."

It was time for the preaching su*

*

•esHie a wel^neer refugee tents, Vtetnameee girl washes family Uishes. Righn Vendor in Saigon offers sliced melons.
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served several hundred families living 
like a  sea of human bodies in quarters 
separated only by partitions of card* 
hoM  o r o tl^ r makeshift materials. 
There were no toilet facUitiee and a 
limited supply of city water.

Many of these refugees were almost 
totally dependent on government and 
private agmcles for f< ^ ,  belter, and 
medical care. Outside sources of in* 
come were lim its  since these people 
were mostly farmers Without the skills 
to penetrate the already oversaturated 
k b o r market in Saigon (the popula* 
tkm in Saigon has mushroomed to over

W ALTER R. DELAMARTER
Qulho? U vuMioH firoftMor «f 

Mti«l worli «ii\d dimlot of lociol w k  
odvtoHon ol Sovlktro SofalUl Tko* 
^ogkol Stminory, iouiixiStt KtnhiUiy. 
M Iko InviloUon of iKo Vitlnom So^ 
IHI Miuioo ond iKo roroifo Minion 
Soord ho iptnl Ihroo wo«ki in SoolK 
Violnom kill tomintr %hidyin| Iho 
modi for ChrHlion locioi minhlriM. 
Ho fovo on informoi rofMrl of kH 
Sndinii lo Iht Minion mtoling in 
Aoioil ond iolor |irf|Mrtd o ionslKy 
foriooi roftorl for Iho Minion ond 
Iho Soord.
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A jfcond focW» closoly idotod to 
tho best, h  foo nood for hkho tfocknt 
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con^doTod ofdnkm it is not tho wisest 
or most ^nckn t \ i^  iA m ls ^ o iy  
kodoifoip to nso men ond w(»non 
tminod j^morUy os posb^rol ovon^e* 
lists to bo w o ik ^  in Oidstion sociol 
ministries, where nu»ro foon holt 
their time is spent in such oedvities. 

Most fA onr misshmories hove foe

Sttolities ot compossion, concern, ond 
esiro to minister to such needs, but
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for fob most port they look the trolh* 
ing ond skill to do this tosk in the ihost 
e f^ tivo  ond efticient wey. The in­
volvement b t bntroined, personns4 in 
such ootlvitles iheons foot energies ond 
Skills ore diverted trbm other teoohing 
ond preoohihg ministries for which 
they Ore prlmorily prepored,

Not only is there o greot need for 
troined missionory personnel in sociol 
work to provide ex^rtlse In direct so­
cial service ministries, but there is also 
on oven greater need for such workers 
to give increasing leadership ,tb the 
training and enabling of nationals, 
who must ultimately assume the 
greater responsibility for conducting 
such ministries, ,

A thir^ factor calling for immediate 
response is foe imminent possibility of 
the increasing withdrawal of American 
troops from South Vietnant and the 
transfer of more and more teeponsibll- 
ity for social services to foe Viet­
namese government and to private vol­
untary agencies (including churches 
and mission groups),

In talking with welfare specialist 
in both the United States and Viet­
namese governments, wo were told 
over and over again that as U.S, aid 
is gradually reduced, private voluntary 
groups will have to take up the slack 
in both welfare and medical services, 

A fomh factor making a compre­
hensive strategy significant at tills time 
has to do 'with foe availability of ma­
terial aid and support from U.S, gov­
ernment. resources dbring.the present 
transition period. In the next two or 
three years, as U.S, troop strength is 
deduced, there will be an increased 
availability of materials and sbpplies 
to private voluntary agencies. These 
will be provided on a *'no strings at­
tached** basis to voluntaty grddps 
which can be certified as to thdr ability 
to give quality services on a cohtlnu- 
Ing basis.

The availability of material suppliM 
in South Vietnam is not really a prob­
lem at the present time. The primary 
problem that haunts both the Viet­
namese and U.S, governments is that 
of securing foe necessary surveillance 
for the fair and equitable distribution 
of such supplied /

1 believe that our mission stations; 
can be qualified to provide sUch direc­
tions MvIthoUt violating Baptist prin­
ciples of separation of church and 
state, it the minimum of professional 
leadership is provided. ,
, StIH another factor contributing to
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Part of Saigon, probably the world’s "most densely populated” city, says Newsweek.

an urgent need for the development of 
Chrisitan social ministries is the need 
for the Vietnamese Christians and 
others to see some tangible evidences 
of care and concern for their physical 
and social needs. Response to evan­
gelistic ministries in South Vietnam 
has been most productive, but every­
where the missionary turns he is faced 
with staggering human need.

In My Ca, outside of Ba Ngoi, one 
revival emphasis resulted in more than 
45 conversions to Christ in one week. 
There are 193 families in this refugee 
camp, and there are Baptist members 
in 85 different families. In 65 families 
the head of the family is a Baptist.

In a lengthy discussion with mem­
bers of the chapel at My Ca, the peo­
ple indicated a desperate need for 
medical care, a training program for 
their children, and a minimum amount 
of capital they could use to purchase 
pigs, chickens, and cattle. These refu-
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gees are provided 600 square meters 
(20 feet by 30 feet) of land on which 
to build a small shack and cultivate a 
garden.

The people are industrious and dur­
ing the past year have constructed a 
church building by themselves with 
materials supplied by chaplains from 
U.S. Air Force and Army bases at 
Camranh.

Walter A. Routh, missionary there, 
spends a great deal of his time trying 
to minister to the total needs of these 
people. During one visit we learned 
that a young wife had died during the 
night because of the lack of adequate 
medical care while she was having a 
miscarriage. Even outpatient facilities 
could have spared this woman’s life.

One must be impressed with the un­
tiring efforts of Southern Baptist mis­
sionaries to maximize the spiritual and 
material resources for the troubled 
citizens of South Vietnam. While the

major thrust of these missionaries has 
not been that of providing for human 
need, the urgency of need is such that 
no compassionate, caring missionary 
could pass by on the other side and 
refuse to bind up wounds and give the 
cup of cold water in the name of 
Christ.

Contemporary “Good Samaritan” 
ministries take on many different 
shapes in Vietnam.

There are programs of community 
development that are usually carried 
on in established villages or resettled 
refugee villages. Such service ministries 
include:

— Education projects, such as build­
ing of schools, literary programs, Eng­
lish teaching, etc.;

— Economic uplift projects, such as 
industrial training, sewing, typing, agri­
culture advice and help, and develop­
ment of simple, but permanent, indus­
try to provide jobs for the community;

— Direct welfare projects, such as 
distribution of food and clothing to the 
needy, welfare assistance through fi­
nancial aid, children’s day care cen­
ters, and the like.

Institutional aid is another form 
of assistance that includes working 
with established institutional programs 
where more specialized services are 
rendered by nurses, doctors, social 
workers, agricultural specialists, and 
others.

With 40 percent of the population 
moving about as refugees, the task of 
resettlement in permanent quarters is 
a staggering one. Missionaries are con­
stantly bombarded with urgent re­
quests for food, clothing, bedding, and 
building materials. The problems of 
logistics alone are almost overwhelm­
ing. Surveillance of goods which are
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desperately needed by frantic people 
makes the fair, equitable, and efficient 
handling of such aid a major problem.

Missionaries are continually called 
on to assist in the establishment of 
educational programs. Vietnam has no 
national program of education that 
reaches out to all classes at every edu­
cational level. In the past education 
was denied the lower classes except in 
the elementary grades. Education at 
the high school and university level 
was limited to the economic and politi­
cal aristocracy.

Times are changing in Vietnam. 
Wherever I asked, “What do you con­
sider one of the most urgent human 
needs in South Vietnam?” the reply 
would usually place high priority on 
the need for more educational services.

Several generic ideas for program 
development seem to have emerged 
from this study. These might be clas­
sified as: (1) training of national lead­
ers; (2) utilization of professional mis­
sionary leadership; (3) utilization of 
lay leaders at the local church mission 
level; (4) the development of a com­
munity center concept of weekday 
ministries.

Training Leaders: Perhaps no area 
of need is so urgent as is the training 
of national leaders in Christian social 
ministries. Wherever indigenous lead­
ers have been trained it has been a 
revelation to see their effectiveness in 
enlisting the fellowship of nationals.

At the refugee resettlement village 
of My Ca a young Vietnamese pastor 
is taking major responsibility in pro­
viding pastoral leadership for a con­
gregation that includes more than 
100 new converts. This young man 
and two young women who were 
trained in the Baptist Theological Sem-

Facing the Needs
By lone Gray

FMB International Writer and Editor

T h e  c l e a r e s t  and most compre­
hensive strategy for Christian social 
work ever devised by Southern Bap­
tist foreign missionaries for the relief 
of suffering in a country has been 
hammered out by the social ministries 
committee of the Vietnam Baptist 
Mission.

The proposed program included:
(1) Beginning and continuing a pro­

gram of training in social ministries 
through the Baptist theological semi­
nary in Saigon;

(2) Encouraging the election of 
Christian social ministries committees 
of local Baptist churches;

(3) Instituting day care centers and 
programs of weekday activities— such 
as classes in elementary first aid, pre­
natal care, home health, infant and 
child care, nutrition, and food prepa­
ration and preservation— and starting 
outpatient clinics, counseling in fam­
ily planning, and supervised recrea­
tion;

(4) Establishing a continuing pro­
gram of workshops for training social 
ministries committees of churches;

(5) Continuing the distribution of 
relief goods.

Walter Delamarter’s 46-page report 
was in the hands of the social minis­
tries committee when it met in late 
November to draw up a policy state­
ment of Christian social concern for 
the Vietnam Baptist Mission. The 
Mission’s executive committee the 
same week accepted the statement for 
depth study.

Among the principles of Christian 
social concern the committee wrote 
into the policy statement:

1. “That which we do must help, 
not hurt, enhancing the dignity of the 
individual. . , . These questions might 
be asked: Does what we do for him 
make him more dependent? Does it 
bind him more to his present bondage 
and needs? Does it lessen incentive? 
Does it hinder personal development? 
Does it meet a real need while help­
ing him grow?

2. “That which we do should be 
identified with a local church or 
churches. This implies that it is a 
ministry of Christian concern of the 
local church. It also implies that, 
where possible, existing church build­
ings will be used as centers for pro­
jecting activities.

3. “Activities should be of a na­
ture that mission involvement can be

terminated without endangering the 
effectiveness of the program. This rec­
ognizes that our program is assisting 
in the development of indigenous 
churches, that we carry on work from 
limited financial resources, and that 
we carry on work with limited per­
sonnel.”

“Focus on quality rather than on 
quantity,” encouraged Delamarter. 
“Good leadership in a tent is better 
than poor leadership in a beautiful 
facility,” he added.

He also stated: “The church cannot 
be church unless it proclaims, teaches, 
provides a Christian fellowship, and 
engages in a ministry of service and 
healing. When any one of the four 
basic functions is missing, the church 
is no longer a whole church.”

The social ministries committee 
suggested four church-centered goals 
for 1970. These must meet the ap­
proval of the churches. They are:

—Cooperate with the seminary in 
Saigon in beginning a course on the 
introduction to Christian social min­
istries.

— Set up a pilot project in day care 
or in kindergarten— or both—in co­
operation with a local church.

—Set up a pilot project in other 
weekday ministries in cooperation 
with a local church.

— Conduct at least one workshop 
after implementation of these two 
pilot projects to train leaders of local 
churches in social ministries.

The committee closed its statement 
of purpose by declaring: “Our minis­
try of Christian social concern seeks 
to exemplify New Testament practice 
in cooperation with local Baptist 
churches and to train the members of 
these churches so that they can and 
will carry out Christ’s command in an 
indigenous manner apart from our 
presence in South Vietnam.”

A career social worker was placed 
high on the list of personnel requests 
by the Vietnam Baptist Mission.

As an emergency measure in the 
meantime, the Mission has asked the 
Foreign Mission Board to try to find 
a social ministries specialist willing to 
come to South Vietnam to work a 
year or two with the missionaries in 
English so that a structured prpgram 
of Christian social work can be 
started immediately, beginning with 
the four 1970 goals.
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jnary in Saigon conducted a Vacation 
Bible School at My Ca last summer. 
They enrolled more than 80 children 
during the one*week period. The local 
misslortariesi Walter and Paulino 
Routh) were amazed at the nationals' 
eftectlveness with a minimum amount 
of supervision.

Tho social ministries committee of 
the Vietnam Baptist Mission has al­
ready taken steps to initiate a program 
of expanded training in Christian so­
cial ministries at tho seminary in 
Saigon.

Professional Leaderships A second 
basic thrust of response to numan need 
should take tho form of utilizing spe­
cialized professional missionary lead­
ership in numerous areas. A cardinal 
principle will bo to provide specialists 
who will train indigenous leaders 
rather than dissipate their efforts in 
direct services to multitudes.

Nurses are needed to train midwives 
and practical nurses. Missionary teach­
ers are needed to train Vietnamese 
teachers at the elementary levels. Pro­
fessional social workers are needed to 
train lay helpers. Homo economists 
and agriculturalists are needed to 
teach improved homomaking and farm­
ing techniques.

Lay Leadership; Extensive pro­
grams of in-service training need to 
bo implemented to assist tho la i^  in 
assuming more responsibility fbr pro­
gram direction at tho local church/ 
mission level. Mobile teams of mis­
sionary specialists working out of Sai­
gon could carry training to every mis­
sion station if flexible floating teams 
could bo provided for such a ministry.

Tho handwriting is on tho wall in 
Vietnam, and there appears little doubt 
that Viotnamization will become an 
ovc^lncreasing reality as months and
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years go by. Staggering needs of i ^ e l  
and leadership can no longer be met 
by unlimited support from the U.S. 
government or private organizations in 
the United States. Such needs will have 
to bo increasingly met at the local 
level.

Even tho national Vietnamese gov- 
ornmont, unless it receives more help 
from outside sources than is antici­
pated, will And it difficult to provide 
adequate supplies of both material and 
leadership.

Community Center Concept; This 
loads to a fourth basic idea, which 
posits tho responsibility for or^nizing 
local services around community cen­
ters serving whole neighborhoods.

The Ministry of Social Welfare of 
tho South Vietnam government is urg­
ing such si program to help combat 
acute problems in sanitation, housing, 
control and prevention of crime, child

care, destitute families, prostitution, 
delinquency, poor health, illiteracy, 
and other problems which, under ordi­
nary circumstances, individuals and 
families might either avoid or control.

Since there obviously are insuflloiont 
government funds for the establish­
ment of such centers on a nation-wide 
scale, the national government is ap­
pealing to private groups—such as 
churches, missions, hospitals, schools, 
and other agencies— t̂o provide a nu­
cleus for such centers.

While tho Baptist "community cen­
ter concept" would not incorporate all

Far loft: Schoolboy 
In Nhatrang.
Loft: Montagnard 
mothor and ehlldron.
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tho components of the government 
program, it mig}\t include some of the 
following characteristics:

(1) It would serve a given neigh­
borhood or geographical area.

(2) It would attempt to serve all 
the people of a neighborhood, not just 
the church members.

(3) The program would be multi­
service in nature, with programs dur­
ing the entire week, including worship, 
p i^am ation , and Bible study.

(4) The center's weekday program 
would be conducted in church facili­
ties, not in separate facilities. Separa­
tion would lead to an unhealthy cleav­
age between proclamation and social 
concerns.

(5) Referral would be as important 
as direct services.

(6 ) The program would be admin­
istered by an advisory board composed 
of Mission, local church, and neighbo^ 
hood representatives.

(7) The program would be an ex­
tension of the dtakonic ministry of the 
church.

Word now comes from the social 
ministries committee of the Vietnam 
Baptist Mission that many of the flnd- 
ings reported above have begun to be 
implemented. A recent release from 
Saigon by Miss lone Gray (see box, 
page 27) tells of training programs at 
the seminary in Saigon, where Mis­
sionary James is adding a new dimen­
sion of Christian social ministries to 
the seminary curriculum. Social minis­
tries committees are being formed in 
local Baptist churches; day care cen­
ters and mother's clubs have been 
started; continuing education work­
shops have been initiated for the train­
ing of local lay leadership; there is a 
continuing emphasis on the distribu­
tion of relief goods.

As the work of Vietnamese Chris­
tians continues to reflect the Good 
Samaritan dimensions of caring—min­
istering to the whole man in the name 
of Christ—the broken people of that 
ravished nation may once again say, 
"My how those Christians love one 
another," and turn to Him who is the 
author of every good and perfect gift.
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Pigs for Sale
T he farm in Chonc attracts a variety of people— some rich, some poor. 

Some come to buy pigs and want all we have, taking out rolls of bills to prove 
they mean business, But with o program of help we can't sell only to the rich. 
The farm has a rule to sell only one male and one female pig to each farmer. 
If the farmer is so poor he cannot pay the reasonable price, there is a program 
whereby he can obtain a female and repay the farm by returning 
two of her offspring.

After two and a half years of the mission's hog project, there 
is now blood from our hogs in about 2,000 head over an area of 
five provinces of Ecuador. We started in 1967 by importing five 
little pigs from the States. In December 1968, we imported eight 
more pigs. We now have 15 sows, and we are selling the pigs as fast as we can 
wean them.

In order to enlarge the mission's agricultural project, we recently leased a 
36-acre farm across the road from our present facilities, with an option to buy. 
The purchase will allow us to increase present operations by some 50 percent.

We are now using the banana harvest of about 80 stalks a week to feed our 
hogs. Good quality bananas arc worth only about 12 cents a stalk here. The 
farm also has chocolate, coffee, mango, lemon, orange, tangerine, grapefruit, 
coconut, avacado, pineapple, and cashew nut trees.

We ask your prayers for our ministry to the physical and spiritual needs of a 
lost and hungry people. It seems impossible that there could be so much poverty 
and malnutrition in an area where the land is rich and the climate is favorable 
to the production of many farm crops and fruits. But as God's great salvation 
is rich and plentiful for all people, and few have received it, so it is hero with 
the bountiful soil and the lack of a wholesome diet.

R ichard D. C lbm bn t, Chone, Manahi, Ecuador

Realization in India
When confronted with India's culture and its overwhelming problems, the 

tendency is to feel sympathetic and then critical of the seemingly hopeless situ­
ations: a culture steeped in fatalism; extremely high unemployment (50 per­

cent among our church members), coupled with poor wages 
(laborers make 25 cents a day); and extremely distorted ideas of 
what Christianity is all about.

It took time for our feelings to level off so that we could see 
things in their proper perspective. After some time we came to 
realize that to minister adequately to the Indian we must not only 

sympathize with him but accept him as a person rather than a statistical need, a 
certain point on the spectrum of the persistent caste system, or a nondescript 
"mission field."

This realization has allowed us to walk alongside our Indian brother, not in 
front of or behind him. The wonderful part of it is that our new countrymen 
have allowed us to flounder around, make mistakes, and seek our own relation­
ships to them without being critical or unloving.

As you can sec, India has given us far more in comparison to what we bring!
R ichard H. Hbllin o br , Bangalore, India

Claudia
C laudia, a lovely young mother of 

four, brought her sick child to one of 
the medical centers sponsored by 
Tempio Bautista Central, She had 
taken him to government hospitals, 
doctors in private practice, and every­
where anyone recommended, but he 
did not respond to any 
of the' treatment.

Finally a friend sug­
gested the Baptist Medi­
cal Center, "where they 
treat you with love and 
kindness, as well as with modem pro­
fessional skill and medicines."

Her child did respond to the treat­
ment, and the mother speaks with 
pride as she says, "They gave me much' 
more than prescriptions of medicine. 
They gave me a desire to know per­
sonally the Saviour that was presented 
to me that day as I waited to see the 
physician."

The following Sunday morning she 
sat in a class taught by a devout 
woman of God, also a physician in an­
other of the Baptist medical centers. 
The mother listened as God's Word 
was explained. She tried to stay for 
church, but her small children b ^ a m e  
so restless she had to leave. That night 
she found someone to stay with them 
and returned to church to make her 
profession of faith in Christ.

The story does not end there. She 
goes daily to the medical center in the 
church near her home to give personal 
testimony of what Christ means in her 
life. She has not missed a church ser­
vice. She wants to learn all she can in 
Sunday School, Training Union, and 
Woman's Missionary Society so she 
can be a more effective worker.

H oward L. Shobmakb 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
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Two MK» (n Vtotnom: Loft Samuol J, Longbottom lU, tho oKtoat ton of Mr« and 
Mrt, Samuel J. LongboUom« Jr., mittlonarlat at Dalat. Right Tracy Humphrlai« 
daughter of Mr. and Mrt. Jamet F. Humphrlei, mlulonary atiodatei In ^Igon.

Echoes from Listeners
W e h a v e  rocoivcd thrUUng responses to our radio and television ministry. 

Many letters voice appreciation and request copies of sermons, Bible lessons, 
or both. But there are some responses a bit less regular.

From a teacher in a small Bible institute came a request for ten copies each 
of Pastor PeoTs messages, '"because these are being analyzed by my students 

in my homiletics class to teach them many good approaches to 
presenting the gospel." (How often Howard [my husl^nd] would 
come home from a homiletics class when he was teaching in the 
Philippine Baptist Theological Seminary to relate what an excel* 

■  lent message his best student, Eduardo Peol, had given that dayl) 
 ̂ From the operators of a barber shop in a neighboring province: 

"I close my shop on Sunday, go to church, and always hear and watch your 
radio and TV programs. Then when working days come again, I am able to 
share with my customers the many fine things I have seen and heard."

From a teacher in a Catholic university: "I . . . greatly desire to study in 
your correspondence school, but need to ask if you will put me on the mail* 
ing list since 1 am a Catholic."

From a college student in Makati, Rizal: "I would like to describe your 
valuable lessons as a mirror in helping me to see myself as I really am. I am a 
Catholic believer and often went to church only once a year. This is my first 
time in my life to read the Bible. Actually I have no Bible at all of my own. 
All the answers I made to your questions were gotten from a borrowed Bible 
of a Methodist friend of mine. I want to continue studying your lessons until I 
fully understand." (A  Bible was sent.)

I ^ m  the lower island of Mindanao: "I have been a churchgoer since child* 
hood (now 22), but my knowledge about the truths of the Word of Qod was 
so little. Last week I was chosen as one of our VBS teachera, and I used your 
lessons to help me understand what I had to teach."

From an isolated province: "Your songs and biblical message really chal* 
lenge me, and I always end up in fervent prayer. I received Jesus Christ as my 
Saviour through this broadcast, and now I want to servo Qod as I can."

From one serving in a local church in tho greater Manila area: "I am a 
Methodist ond a music*lover. Your beautiful songs and wonderful messages 
move mo to action. I am o choir member and plan to introduce some of your 
songs to our choir."

M arjorie (Mrs. Howard D.) O liveJ3S Makati, Riial, Philippines

While the fast year on the fak) has 
been wondered, it has not been 
easy, Il'a been a  growsns exp^knoe 
for me, and, as in g ro v ^  thuo  has 
been «Hne pam,

T t^  times of Ora^iatkHi and depres* 
sion have been very resd, so have 
the times of victories in C hrist Qod 
has been far avfay, and he has been 
near. In the s»ne in fan t 
I believe and I doufa; I 
have courage, yet I  faar,
Pve known peace and 
s t r u g ^

It's been a year of __  _
learning. Each day I learn mt»e about 
God's demands on me as a tKsc^de, 
It's a paradox. My very best ^ iH t 
could never be en o u ^ ; yet Qod takes 
that effort, and it is enou#i.

This pr^t year Pve learned m<»e 
about this wt»ld—it is fan of super* 
stitution and ignorance, of poverty and 
suffering, (i^ ase  and hate, T lk  ex* 
periences this y^ar have ta u ^ t me 
much about faith, h t ^ ,  endurance, 
patience, and love.

Out of the confusion today^s 
world—be it in America w  A fa icr^  
only Jesus can Imng meaning; out of 
the tumult only he can faing peace. 
Into the pit of despair into w h i^  the 
masses have been thrown <mly he can 
bring hope. He alone shines a l i ^ t  in 
the darkness and seeks out from the 
faceless masses the individual.

They call us "missionary journey* 
men," Misshnaey—that means smne* 
thing, but why jowmeymanf To set out 
on a journey imfdics a dcstinatkm, a 
purpose. We're young peo]^  who've 
caught hold of a visimi—a visitm of a 
better world. Ours is a journey of pur* 
pose. This then is our purpose: to be 
God's instruments peace and love; 
to remold and remake; to rdieve sitf* 
fering where we find it; to (dant hope 
where there was only despair; to give 
meaning to life.

Some say we can't change the world. 
They're right. There's too mudi suf* 
fering, too mudi agony, too much 
hate. Then why? We can't change the 
world, but the world tme individual 
—Qbadun—has changed. Her wt»ld 
now has a meaning and purpose be* 
cause Qod transformed her life, A bet* 
ter world, a vision, a reality,

Lou Ann Carrinoton 
Missionary Journeyman 

/or, N ip e ria

Purpose
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Wliy Qot the RKUtey you on
iomV to seo«l Rtore to misskwAik^s 

ii«-\>fr re»l the thh^ M)niroyx
Itiry  Wx Pope 

B.vrt Weyot  ̂ AUhatiM

I am thntkU >atith the Fehmary hs&ue ot 
TtlK COMKtmtOMx

teha Sx llt|4?( 
Giteovttlex North Caiohoa

The (Fehruary) issue >»cas one of the 
shafpest yet) I veiy much hie tiNe co\er« 
the arransemeots >Mthtit the mapanoes the 
OehfhtUtt use of >khite spaces and the most 
inxpiessive new pictumu The transformatiou 
is reaUy dyoamkx Keep up the iiood ecô hx

\Vx Howartl Bmmfette 
Nashvihex Tennessee

I hie to see stones about the Chiistians 
our Haptist denominations servê  not just 
missumary storiesx The Fttbnuiry feature on 
Sadao XVatanabe was {oodx

Charles Myers 
New Yvulx New Y orl

X X X Mrx Sadao \Vntanabe> the Japanese 
artist wlHwe worl was shown on the 
February coverv I thini it is nsarvelous artd 
would hie very much to own some of his 
worl.

MrSx Clyde Clayton 
C^lahoma Cityx (^lahoma

I97Q EDITION

wXaeu««%«*4 m a* a**4 4%wUO»*. Sm SSS, ewnvix Uk 4IMO
m  wnmwe uw lem. wwwieHw ree iut we\

(o n in TlM m ^  C H R IS T
Wihiwiw9 ia the ?8i

6 %  I N T f E R K T

vVWT^IfflWfW wWWwIWW wmivv

r o n  o i m iH O  c iu c u u d

iM f DtN «ftti m«N H

Dmvmv N i t t

fThef pr^ds on the hfe of Chrirt by 
Sateo Watanabe of lapan x x x are h^nen  ̂
duns; a very interest^ article and a worn 
skrfVd chokOx

MrSx Wilham Jx Fh ih ^  
La Fortes Ind^na

I appreciated the February ksuê  Decause 
I m y^ f have seen how a shared interest 
in art can bihll a bridpe of Christian corm 
munications especially to estranged yotmp 
peo(de)x 1 am especially pratefOl fOr dtb 
presentation of a tmique and eCkctive means 

missionary witnessx
Ehsabeth Warren 

Dichmondx Virginia

I have fust read the splemhd treatment of 
Lnrhrr Kkec ^  Ttunorrow in the
Fbbuary issuex D is |ust about the fhiest 
review I've seen cm thb excellent biosiraphyx

Dob Ctttudoin 
NashvillCx Tennessee

I am very disappointed in the chanpe Ut 
the ndssionary personnel papeSx For 25 
y^rs 1 have be^ leepinp tlw mkucmary 
pictures and bio^raplucal information on 
individual $ X 10 cards hied alphabettcally 
within the various countriesx This has been 
a wvmderfVil resource for me and my whcde 
churchx It worls so much better than the 
xlfixsnuMry x*lfNtfu (whi^ I have) because 
I can display the picture of one missionary 
without hoMinp up the booix x x x When w>e 
study a country I can pull otu (uctures of 
practically the entire missionary fOrcCx x x x 

This new method would completely ruin 
n\y hkx Of cô trse I realire that you can̂  
rmt arrange your nvapaiine to please one 
persoiSx Howeverx I do not at all see the 
advantape of this new method except per̂  
haps u> save a few papeSx But to me the 
pttrpose cd T iit  C ommission in part is to 
let know ottr missionarieSx

Mrs. Jean Harder 
Denvetx CoKvrado

I notice Januarŷ  issue does not pive fmis- 
sionaryl addresses to which wx can write 
when they chanpex nor think individual pic* 
ture% or birthdates sd children cw marriape 
dates important as other new' innovations 
and larpe scenic pictureSx x x x

In response to x x x the new method of 
intrsMJucinp the Boaid'S field pamphletŝ  
Does not this rei)uire a resettinp of the 
type and an added expense to the prodxtC' 
turn sd THr C ommission? x x x 

Frinvxrily I subscribe to The C ommission 
for Epistles from Today's Apostles around 
the Wsuld and new appointee pictureSx as 
several have been heard to sayx Please give 
us nHuex and certainly the change of ad» 
dressx

Clarence Jx Richardson 
DallaSx Texas

The pamphleblusert now teeluded ocem 
donaHy hi the cerderfbld D not reset to type 
fur ŝ fMMmle prhNlie  ̂ An ovei^tot D made 
wMch D Nten nvhllahit fur <DsDftntton ns 
a '"pamphittx'* Thus a wider ekct^MIun D 
uhlatoftd and M nu u»ure tush because tt 
D pusstole tu print the tosert md uveiprkd 
fur shunt Die same as an urhitoal pamphlet 
uf toe prevluus htod would cusi* TIds tos«t 
D pruttoced wed prdd fur unt ^  toe sm m  
Mtemlure budget es furmerty« wed D nut 
nn nddtd cust tu the ueaî katoe wr Its
suhscrthersx

k ' v i

FAMILY ALBUM
CumM eta w n  el

eeetmU to tto Seek's I , _ .
hee «M hemUeik TEe SStonw U ecedtote hm m 
m eeit Ueai Uw SsenUiiieeV See tSITx tWenenk V%xrusUx

tontoa SeMU wUdm'AhiftfaktoaM̂ h Dtto dmimAs.liJ ‘
etTOEUtt

Arrivals trom th« Fi«W

Mary exetyr
m̂ \wHx Pew a Mrv Hvweer Ax% JTx <N‘tt«fUi)x 
CaoMMk PtXx h Mrw Ted Bx tcitofUdx 
Fwte«Hav*«x Mary exeha tbvMfSitx 
Uwr«HW'\Vx D r. Freacee (P Im kmHsi^x 
Hvwxrxv Fred Jtx. tXx &r«Styx 
MooHx tiaiet tX t̂wtoF 
SressASî  Pxweraary tnMdawMtx 
Sxeow'x Pexx a Mrv Vemoa BLx JTx iTHaMMlJx 
\VArs»>k PtXx a Mrv Ja«Me Ox (NMuneylx

Ddp«rtum to tho FitMl
noxvrk PeXx a Mrv Charka hx. ICwea

a Mrv Charlra Ox tasao«x>xCAwrerrVx Mr.
Mary tv>ahex PSeA-iak 

Cxwweik Pew a Mrv Jackie Px« Cmm PWWx 
Caueax Per. a Mrv Potort Fxx XpaPv 
Evrrsx Pew a Mrv MKbard Prrfw Sx to«uik 
FHvaSx Pew P Mrv Potert Wxx mark 
OavHVMx Pew a Mrv Ux CmPed (attocxjx Cpw 
ttvaaiHx DTx a Mrv Lonale Pvionx Sl PraHi 
IUhsoNx Carotx Cedw

yaaax

llvaaiHx Pew a Mrv Mar^ taeoe.)x Oayanax 
JwoaSx Pexx a Mrv Jotm I. (assocxlx Cayana. 
JoH>tsoHx Martaret Axx X.
KrnWx Per a Mrv Jxulaa Fxx Sx Prai^ 
prrmax Pew a Mrv Cart Fxx JTx JVtkUiaax 

Otera Kxx Ckilex
XKwaviiv Per. a Mrv \Vayae Bxx Mx PraNk 
Trarmwax Per. a Mrv Paadatt Lxx CaaHv

Transform
Owaev Per. vk Mrv JackP P.x xkrteaUMi to 

Casa* PAw Jarc t.
Mwrwwavavx Per. a Mrv I. Exx Jtxx Px Africa 

to litahiAx Mar. t.

Retiromonte
PaoiHtaSx Per. a Mrv L. Payraoo t̂ ^̂ c«rtaJx Jaa. 
HraatsUx Per. vk Mrv J. AH.xarMer (TUiaaa), Feb.

RosiSBdtions
>Tx Aodiey Vxx yaasaato Febx lx 
X a Mrv Howard Cx« Arttartoa, Feb.

F\vsr»*or»x Dr 
KHtoHTx Per

iSx
rtfaaiHSx Pew a Mrv 1. Saraoek Nx Pracd; FeUx Ux 
SxeoWx Per. a Mrv \>traoa fix* Jtxx THaMaak
WwiNOx Per. a Mrv Jack Nx» S. PraNk JeOx Jtx

Depths
livrev Mrv J. Axx mother ot Mrv GtBth NuaaePty tassBOCxx «Vh(eriatx JaOx 2!k 
JtwtHsroNx Mrv Jx \Vahev mother of Perx Ja|^  

Dx Johastoa tN̂ cerialx iMc ^  Dad* Flax 
ttWTx Ftoreace temerltav CWaa'fvIjeriatx Fete Ik  

Ftoreacex S.Cx
Ltr«x Dr. Frank Pxx (emerltov ffaat ICaat), Pebx 

Ux NN̂ ke ForeUx R C
PrHrmrWx Oeom Wx* father of Perx Harold Bx 

Peatrwa tS. D^ JL Pooar^ MOx

Mprrfpsps
\WtMAane Patrkla BtahWx <toushter of DTx a 

Mrv Pea H. Wklmaker tCdawNeiv to Jamei 
Henry Ahneyx Janx Jk Hotmore

Mrs. Re|cher*s Father Dies
Hx T. Jordan. W'>*«hr^d father of MiSx 

Jesse Cx Fletcher, died Feb. 21 in La 
Grange. Georpiax Mrs. Fletcher is the wife 
of the director of the FUrelpn Mission 
Board's Mission Support DivisioUx 

Jordan, retired ftom police work and 
htisiness in Dallas. Texas, recently had 
wduntarily assisted in various w'ays at the 
FMR orientation center near Fine Moun  ̂
tain. Georgia, where MrSx Jordan is elemem 
tary children's director.

32 THE COMMISSION



Permit, Land Obtained
Land has been acquiitd and a pcm^h obtained by the Indonesia Baptist 

Mission (organiiation of Southern Baptist missionaries) to build a hospital 
on the island of Sumatra. The permit states that it must be an institution for 
healing and that patients may not be discriminated against because of race, 
religion, o r economic status. The 5CKbed unit will probably have to be built 
in stages due to lack of funds.

Negotiatioi^ for the hospital and pemtission to build in Bukittinggi. an 
island town in western Sumatra, began in 1936. Although not thoroughly in 
sympathy with Southern Baptists' concepts of evangelisation, officials in Bukit- 
tinggi did favor the hospital, according to R. Keith Parks. Foreign Mission 
Board secretary for Southeast Asia.

Parks said that pemtission from the Indonesian go\*ernment to build the 
hospital is concrete evidence that freedom of religion is one of the government's 
basic tenets.

ScN'cral Baptist attempts to buy properly vs'cre frustrated by the custom 
of land ownership by the Menangkabau. an ethnic group which maintains a 
strong hold on land, added Parks. The custom is that land may not be sold 
without permission of all family members, no matter how widely scattered.

In I9W  missionaries began operation of an outpatient clinic, after repeated 
attempts to obtain land and a permit to build a hospital had failed. Dr. Kathleen 
Jones, missionary doctor who operates the clinic, will soon have to return 
to her post at the Baptist Hospital in Kediri. Java, to replace other physicians 
who are to go on furlough.

A surgeon is criticall>* needed in Bukittinggi. said Parks. He also cited the 
need for nurses at the new hospital. Currently only one missionary doctor, now 
on furlough, and one nurse on furlough are under appointment to maintain 
the entire hospital project.

Convention Reelects Lopes
The Eric Nelson Program, a missionary service plan for young people dur* 

ing vacation months, was approved by messengers to the 1970 Brazilian Baptist 
Convention. The convention also approved the organization of an annual con­
gress for laymen, reported Missionary Joe E. Tarty.

Rubens Lopes was elected president of the convention for the 13th time in 22 
years. In a sermon Lopes said the success of both the Brazilian Baptist evan­
gelistic campaign of 1965 and the Crusade of the Americas was "due greatly" 
to Southern Baptists, who "approved, supported, and cooperated in both cam­
paigns,"

Lopes lamented the fact that a low percentage of Brazilians who profess faith 
in Christ are baptized. He challenged Brazilian Baptists to reach 100.000 bap­
tisms for the years 1969-70.

In 1969 nine Brazilian Baptist missionaries were under assignment in Bolivia, 
working with 13 churches, nine missions, a theological seminary, and a Bible 
institute. Also, four missionaries were working in Paraguay with three churches, 
a Bible institute, and three primary schools. In 1969 Antonio Mauricio com­
pleted SO years of mission work in Portugal.

The Brazilian Baptist Home Mission Board has 152 full-time appointees and 
30 others who received partial support during 1969.

Money channeled through the Brazilian Baptist Cooperative Program sup­
ported 48 percent of the convention's work last year, while funds from Southern 
Baptists through their Cooperative Program took care of 52 percent. This 
percentage does not include Southern Baptist assistance through state Baptist 
boards in Brazil.

" It was clear that Brazilian Baptists are anxious to increase their own con­
tributions for self-support." said Tarry.

APRIL 1970

Governor Signs
Virginia Qovamor Unwood Holton tignt 
latter urging Virginians to observe the 
Foreign M iuion Board's 12Sth annlve^ 
sary this year. Looking on is Samuel A. 
DeBord. FMB auociate secretary for 
promotion, who. with Rogers M. Smith. 
Board administrative associate to the 
executive secretary, observed the sign* 
ing by the governor. Board staff mem* 
bars will speak in many Richmond*area 
Baptist churches. Sunday. April 12. and 
open house at FMB offices will be that 
afternoon. Appointment of new mission* 
arias during the Board's April meeting 
will be part of a special service at Rich* 
mond's Mosque auditorium on April 14.

Dentists Assist
A total of 3.627 teeth were pulled, 

and 2.287 patients were treated during 
nine workdays, including travel time, 
of the fourth annual dental care project 
in Guyana. A team of dentists, work­
ing under the Medical/Dental Volun­
teer Service of the Foreign Mission 
Board, took part.

As in three previous years, partici­
pating dentists went to Guyana, "giv­
ing up their vacation time, paying their 
way. bringing their own drugs." re­
ported Mrs. Charles P. (M ary) Love, 
missionary.

On this year's team: Dr. Jack L. 
Fuson. Knoxville. Tennessee, who had 
taken part before; Dr. Paul Layne, 
Rockwood, Tennessee; Dr. Robert S. 
Becker, Hoffman Estates, Illinois; W. 
H. Millican. Baptist pastor, also of 
Hoffman Estates. Missionary Charles 
P. Love directed the project.

Working separately, the team mem­
bers traveled all over Guyana; each 
set up a clinic in a different Baptist 
mission or church each day.

"In remote areas it was reported 
that no other dentist had treated 
patients for years," noted Mrs. Love.

During the project one dentist 
wrapped pain pills in tracts. Another 
sang while he worked, and another 
sang before ho started working.
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80 and Still Going
Eleven devout Chinese Baptists founded a primary school in Canton, China, in 1889; 
that year 44 children attended. Eighty years later, after weathering financial difficulties, 
political problems, and war, the school has grown into a multi-million-dollar Baptist 
educational institution with an enrollment of 6,000, reported Missionary Britt Towery, 
Jr. Pui Ching School recently marked its 80th anniversary. It has been based in Hong 
Kong since 1950; there has been a branch in Hong Kong since 1934. The Hong Kong 
branch became independent in 1950 and in 1957 became affiliated with the Hong Kong 
Baptist Churches Association. Lam Chi-Fung became principal of the Hong Kong 
school in 1950 and retired in 1965. Above, in front of the Lam Chi-Fung Memorial 
Building and the newly unveiled bust of Wong Kai-Ming, retired principal, and flanked 
by honor students, stand (I to r): M. P. Lee, principal; J. Canning, Hong Kong director 
of education; and David Y. K. Wong, supervisor of Pui Ching and a nephew of one of 
the school's founders. Pui Ching means “to cultivate that which is good and right.”

Personnel: Schools, States, Ages
More than a third of the 251 new missionary personnel added by the Foreign 

Mission Board during 1969 are graduates of Baptist colleges. (Missionary wives 
are not required to have college degrees.)

“This is a slight decrease from previous years in the percentage of missionary 
appointees who are graduates of Baptist-sponsored colleges,” noted Louis R. 
Cobbs, FM B secretary for missionary personnel.

The Baptist schools from which most missionary appointees graduated are 
Baylor University, Waco, Texas; Samford University, Birmingham, Alabama; 
Howard Payne College, Brownwood, Texas; Mississippi College, Clinton; and 
Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee.

Altogether the Board named 261 missionaries, including ten reappointments, 
to overseas posts during 1969.

More of the new personnel were born in Texas, Oklahoma, Alabama, Mis­
souri, and Tennessee than in other states taken individually, said Cobbs. Based 
on state of birth, 44 of the new missionaries were from Texas, 20 from Okla­
homa, 19 from Alabama, 17 from Missouri, and 15 from Tennessee.

The average age for men appointees has moved up during the past five years 
from 29 to 32. “This is not good,” said Cobbs. “A  younger man can better learn 
the language and become a specialist in a new culture.” Also, he continued, the 
Board sends the entire family, and a family that “grows up” on the mission 
field has a chance for better adjustment outside the U.S.

The average age of seminary graduates is about 24, Cobbs pointed out, and 
they often wait six or seven years to apply for foreign mission service.

During the past two years Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas, has led the six Southern Baptist seminaries in training students 
who applied for appointment by the Board.

The Board’s regional representatives who counsel with prospective mission 
volunteers have recently begun counseling with college and university students 
as well as seminarians, Cobbs said.

Ill Mcliioriain
FRANCIS PUGH LIDE

Born Darlington, S.C., July 30, 1898 
Died Wake Forest, N.C., Feb. 15, 1970

Francis P. Lide, emeritus missionary 
who served 45 years in the Orient, died 
Feb. 15 in a Wake Forest, N.C., hos­
pital. He was 71.

For more than half his missionary 
career Lide was a theological seminary 

professor in China. 
He led in the es­
tablishment of the 
Philippine Baptist 
Theological Semi­
nary, Baguio, in 
1952, and was pres­
ident of the semi­
nary for the next 

ten and a half years. His last overseas 
post was Hong Kong Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary. He retired in 1966.

Following graduation from Clemson 
(S.C.) College (now University) in 
1918, Lide served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps during World War I. After dis­
charge he studied at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky., 
for a year. In 1920 the Foreign Mis­
sion Board appointed him for China. 
On his first furlough he received from 
Southern Seminary the Th.B., Th.M., 
and Th.D degrees in only three years.

Soon after arrival in China he mar­
ried a fellow missionary, Bettie 
Stephens. During World War II he was 
interned by the Japanese and was re­
patriated to the U.S. in 1943. He re­
turned to China after the war and left 
it again in 1948. Among his survivors 
are his wife and their six children.

FLORENCE COKER LIDE
Born Leavensworth, S.C., Apr. 4, 1884 
Died Florence, S.C., Feb. 24, 1970

Miss Florence Lide, emeritus mis­
sionary who served 41 years in China 
and Nigeria, died Feb. 24 in Florence, 
S.C. She was 86. She had been an in­
valid for the past ten years.

She retired in 1954 and made her 
home in Florence with her sister. Miss 
Jane Lide, emeritus 
missionary to China.
A brother, Francis 
Lide, a former mis­
sionary, died Feb.
15. The three spent 
a total of 131 years 
in foreign mission 
service.

Miss Florence Lide was a graduate 
of Winthrop College, Rock Hill, S.C., 
and Woman’s Missionary Union Train­
ing School (now merged with Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary), Louis­
ville, Ky. Appointed for China in 1913, 
she served as a girls’ school principal, 
dean of a girls’ high school, and dean 
of women in a theological seminary.

Interned by the Japanese during 
World War II, she was repatriated in 
1943. In 1950 she went to Nigeria, 
where she taught for three years.
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Missions Update...
LAOS WAS DESIGNATED *'A NEW FIELD  FOR SOUTHERN BAPTIST MISSIONS" BY UNANIMOUS 

VOTE OF THE FOREIGN MISSION BOARD AT IT S  MEETING AT LAKELAND, F L A ., MARCH 12.
THE BOARD VOTED TO "SEEK MISSIONARIES TO ENTER LAOS AS SOON AS P O SSIB LE."  LAOS 
WOULD BE THE 72ND COUNTRY TO WHICH FMB PERSONNEL ARE ASSIGNED.

R. KEITH PARKS, FMB SECRETARY FOR SOUTHEAST A SIA , 
SUGGESTED IN IT IA L  SOUTHERN BAPTIST EFFORTS IN LAOS BE 
CONCENTRATED IN VIENTIANE. THE ADMINISTRATIVE CAPITAL.

UP TO NOW, SAID PARKS, MISSION WORK IN LAOS HAS 
BEEN DONE IN RURAL AREAS, BUT CURRENT WAR CONDITIONS 
MEAN L IT T L E  CAN NOW BE DONE IN THESE AREAS. THE 
SWISS BRETHREN NOW HAVE ABOUT 30 MISSIONARIES IN 
LAOS, THE OVERSEAS MISSIONARY FELLOWSHIP ABOUT 30,
AND CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 21.

THREE COUPLES AND ONE SINGLE WOMAN WERE APPOINTED MISSIONARIES IN A SERVICE AT 
SOUTHSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH, LAKELAND, DURING THE FMB MEETING. IT  WAS THE FIR ST TIME 
IN ITS HISTORY FOR THE FMB TO APPOINT MISSIONARIES IN A BAPTIST CHURCH OUTSIDE 
RICHMOND, VA. THE FMB ORDINARILY MEETS IN RICHMOND AND AT THE TWO SBC ASSEMBLIES. IN 
MAY 1969 IT  MET IN DALLAS, T E X ., AND APPOINTED MISSIONARIES IN A UNIVERSITY COLISEUM.

THE SBC COOPERATIVE PROGRAM BUDGET GOAL FOR 1971 AS RECOMMENDED 
BY THE CONVENTION’ S EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE W ILL BE $30.2 M ILLION. THE 
FMB PORTION WOULD BE $1^.8 M ILLION. AN INCREASE OF $750,000 ABOVE 
THE 1970 BUDGET ALLOCATION. THE SBC WILL VOTE ON THE BUDGET IN JUNE.

THE U.S .  SECRETARY OF STATE ANNOUNCED IN MARCH PLANS TO CLOSE THE U.S.  CONSULATE 
GENERAL IN SALISBURY, RHODESIA, AND THAT THE U.S .  WOULD DENY DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION 
TO RHODESIA WHEN THAT COUNTRY FORMALLY PROCLAIMS IT S E LF  A REPUBLIC A PRIL 10. THE 
U.S.  DECISION IS  NOT EXPECTED TO AFFECT WORK OF THE 56 SOUTHERN BAPTIST MISSIONARY 
PERSONNEL ASSIGNED TO RHODESIA, ACCORDING TO H. CORNELL GOERNER, FMB SECRETARY FOR 
AFRICA. FMB MISSIONARIES IN RHODESIA WORK ALMOST ENTIRELY AMONG THE BLACKS.

FRATERNAL PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN SOME BAPTIST HOSPITALS 
IN THE U.S .  AND OTHERS OVERSEAS ARE BEING CONSIDERED,
ACCORDING TO DR. FRANKLIN T . FOWLER, FMB MEDICAL CON­
SULTANT. ONE SUCH ARRANGEMENT— NEITHER ADMINISTRATIVE 
NOR ECONOMIC BUT "A FRATERNAL ONE WHERE EACH CHOSPITAL)
WOULD BE OF HELP TO THE OTHER"— IS  ALREADY IN EFFECT 
BETWEEN WALLACE MEMORIAL BAPTIST HOSPITAL, PUSAN, KOREA,
AND BAPTIST MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

UNDER SUCH ARRANGEMENTS, THE U.S.  HOSPITAL MIGHT: SEND 
USABLE EQUIPMENT TO THE "PARTNER" OVERSEAS UNIT; PROVIDE 
POSTGRADUATE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES TO FURLOUGHING MEDICAL 
M ISSIONARIES; ENCOURAGE STAFF MEMBERS TO W\KE VOLUNTEER 
TRIPS TO THE F IE LD ; PROVIDE CONSULTATIVE HELP.

AFTER PREACHING IN A VILLAGE IN MALAWI, SBC PRESIDENT W. A. CRISWELL DECLARED, 
"NOT IN ALL MY L IF E  HAVE I BEEN IN A HIGHER SE R V IC E ."  CRISWELL AND H IS DAUGHTER, 
MRS. ANNE C. JACKSON, A NOTED SOLOIST, TOURED SEVEN AFRICAN COUNTRIES AT THE 
INVITATION OF THE FMB TO PROMOTE THE EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGNS SCHEDULED IN THOSE 
COUNTRIES THIS FA LL. AT CRISWELL’ S FINAL SERVICE IN MALAWI, FIV E OF THE FOURTEEN 
MISSIONARY CHILDREN THEN IN MALAWI MADE PROFESSIONS OF FAITH IN CHRIST.
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Bermuda Visit
Getting nequointed with o nold in per* 

Bon waB the pinn used in February by 
neverai memberB of the Foreign MisBion 
Doard'B committee for the Middle Amer* 
icn and Caribbean areo. They were evan­
gel istB in a “CruBode for Christ in 
Bermuda," which included intensive 
visitation and a series of services at First 
Baptist Church, Devonshire, Bermuda, 
February 6-10.

Committee members taking part were 
V. Allen Onincs, chairman, Austin W. 
Farley, and Joseph B. Flowers, all of 
Virginia; B. Qrcer Onrrott, Tennessee; 
Drew J. Gunnells, Jr., Alabama; and 
Perry R. vSanders, Louisiana. Also partic­
ipating were M. Hunter Riggins, Jr., 
FMB president, and Charles W. Bryan, 
Board secretary for Middle America and 
the Caribbean. Each committee member 
paid his own trip expenses.

Farley and Riggins are laymen; the 
other committee members making the 
trip are pastors. Two other laymen, 
James R. Smith, from Lafoyette, Loui-

Mlisionory Robert L. Herrli Interviewt 
M, Hunter Riggini, Jr., Foreign Mlstlon 
Board president, on TV In Bermuda.
slana, and F. C. Oliver, from Richmond, 
Virginia, went along hut arc not Board 
members.

The group went at the Invitation of 
the Bermuda church and the Bermuda 
Mission. Missionary Robert L. Harris is 
pastor.

The visitation, which began upon their 
arrival, took them to homes and busi­
nesses of the islanders. Besides their parts 
in the five preaching services, the visitors 
addressed business groups, U.S. Air Force 
servicemen, and church members, and 
were interviewed on a local Saturday 
night television program. They were 
house guests of church members.

Churches Top Special Goal
English-speaking Baptist churches in 

Europe far surpassed their special mission 
olTcring goal to aid projects in Europe. 
With some income still to be reported, the 
offering wenf above $2,500. The goal set 
was $1,500,

ILu
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Regional Sessions
Protpoctivo mlationary iourneymon hear former Journeymen at a regional confer­
ence In Datlai, Texas, In February, A similar conference was held In Richmond, 
Virginia, the preceding weekend. A total of more than 100 prospective Journeymen 
attended. Invitations to enter Journeyman training will be extended by the Foreign 
Mission Board In April, and training will open June 13 In RaleigI), North Carolina, 
said Stanley A. Nelson, associate secretary for missionary personnel In charge of 
Journeyman selection and training. Journeymen are college graduates no older than 
26 who are employed by the FMB for two years to work with career missionaries 
overseas in specified occupations. The 1970 Journeyman group will bo the sixth.

Gaza Center Offers Reading
An increasing number of people are reading and studying at the Bapdst 

library in Gaza, "The Center of Culture and Light," opened last fall by the 
Gaza Baptist Mission. By early February the library had issued 124 membership 
cards enabling renders to borrow books.

Located on Gaza City's main street near several schools, the center consists 
of three reading rooms, n classroom, and a large central room containing books 
and magazines. In recent years books have been relatively unavailable to the 
public in Gaza, even for purchasing. The Baptist center thus was planned as a 
general library to provide materials for reference and study, as well as general 
reading.

In the past almost anyone who wanted a Bible, New Testament, or one of the 
Gospels went to the Baptist hospital. The new library will have these items, plus 
Christian novels and other Christian literature. A librarian will be on hand to 
counsel with anyone seeking further information.

A correspondence course on the life of Christ and the book of Acts will be 
advertised through the Baptist study center.

Broadcasts Draw Response
Good response to Spanish Baptists' radio programs, especlolly in isolated areas, 

has been reported by Mrs, Charles W. Whitten, missionary in Spain. One listener 
wrote, "A group of us get together to listen to the program. Wo want some of you 
to come and baptize us." A half-hour weekly program and flvo-minute daily programs 
are broadcast by Trans-World Radio in Monte Carlo.

Carey’s Influence Continues
Simon H. Sircar, who.se great-grandfather was a convert of William Carey, pioneer 

Baptist missionary, soon will return to East Pakistan as pastor of Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Dacca. Simon and his wife are to receive degrees from Philippine Baptist 
Theological Seminary April 10.

Simon, 30, is a candidate for the master of divinity degree. His wife, Ashima, is 
seeking the bachelor of religious education degree.

The Dacca church, with 50 members, attracts about 200 people to wonhip services. 
Simon will be the first pastor to be fully supported by the church. Simon's father 
was also a Baptist preacher.

Simon hopes eventually to form a gospel team to evangelize his people. He believes 
that many Muslims today are tired of the old ways. Many are coming to the Baptist 
churches out of curiosity, but making a public profession of faith in Christ is still 
very dilTlcult for most. Simon believes the primary work of revival in his country 
should start in the churches, with emphasis on personal evangelism.

A second Pakistani couple, Mr. and Mrs. Dilip Datta, began studying at the 
Baguio seminary last semester. He is in publications work.
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The Heritage
Hy Sara Hiiu'w Martin

MIsxIonary It) Trinidad

It is evening in Trinidad.
The breezes begin to blow,

relieving the sultry heat of the day.
The anchored ships rest silently 

in the channel below, 
waiting for their morning entry 

into the harbor.
The mountains rise behind me 

like a blanket.
I absorb the peace.
But, actually, it gives me no choice.
The peace moves in, unasked, 

like a mist that does not ask i)ermission 
to dampen one’s clothing.

It comes, like a heritage, like a birthright.
One does not ask for it— 

it comes by its own intent.
It is yours only to receive, not to debate.
It is evening in Trinidad.
And I am here.
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