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WHAT EVERY VISITOR
SHOULD KNOW

By Worth C. Grant

HOW many churches do we have in Japan?"”

“Are the Japanese responsive to the Christian mes-
Sag‘e?“

“How many people live in Tokyo?"

These are a sampling of the questions often heard
by missionaries from Baptists visiting Japan for the
first time. The answers are but a few of the basic
facts that every Baptist should know about one of the

At worship
in a Tokyo
Baptist church.




world) meat dynamie counteies, wheth-
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This briet artck & an eftort
wmtriner Japan o concerivad Baprists,
wmany of whom will e attending  the
1 2th Bapust World Congress in Tokywy
uly 12-19,

The more bnowledase one has of
Qcountry hefore he visity it the mare
cnjoyment and enrtchment during the
VML Bven it ane does ot vasiy, the
Groat Comnuission dematds  that we
mlorm ourseives concerning the needs
ol the world and of the opportunities
o witneas which abound, o the cad
that we may pray moee  intelligentty
for the spread ot the gospel.

Land, People, Language

Muost  schoolehildeen  know  that
J\\p.m N an iwland nation whose land
ared W smaller than the state of Cat-
o, Today slightly more than 1OQ)
million people livwe on the four main
wlands: Hokkaido, Honshu (the main
wlaind on which the capital, Tokyw,
hatled A the worldys largest city, i
leated ), Shikoku, and Kyusha,

Alogether, more than 4000 iskands
belong o Japan, many of them tiny
and uninhabited, Lesy than 20 percent
of the land i tillable: even soy Japan
has a surplus of ree cach year,

Racially, the Japanese are a mixture
of several ditferent racial strains—two
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are the Mongotian and AMakay, Rwerged
we 20 ckatunes age into the Japa-
MO QN SoRy oy, Just haw many of
which of these races came W Japan
O how they st here has never teen
determined. The abornginal race—the
Al — were Cancasian  and  todkay
number anty A fow thowsand, living on
the far northern whad of Hokkanda

Whatewver thair racial ongins, the
Japancae are a dynamie, hardswarking

P Who have in the last 28 yoan
el o the ashes of defoat i war
o bhactie 2 kading world cconomie
POWRE.

The  Japanese  language, said by
e e detong to the Urabkaltaie tane
o nguages, & i dooway similae
WAR spoken form o any diakecty of
Chinexe, bt s written with Chinese
woographs or Rerp (literally, Chinese
writing ), Tt s a very difficalt language
tor A toreigier o master, Many & miss
vy who has struggled with it i
welined o agree wWith the nissionary
who reported tn Rome many yaan ago
that the Japanese language must have
boon devised by the Devil o hinder
the pronching of the gospel o Japan,

“How lang \hd Wt ke you to master
the Iam.u\\\\ WA QUestion Muwt miss
stonaries would prefer be left unasked.
Fow of thetn have mastered it, though
mast of thom use it ax the madinm
for provching and teaching.

Bypecially  difficalt & the  written
anguagy,  saiee cach  deogram  can
have ax many ax a hatt daren pro-
nnciationy and meanings.  Bveryday
conversational - expressions—asuch — as
ardete  (thank youd  ohe  (god
morning ). Romban wa (good evening)
—which can e learned rather quickly
IV e foreigners the mistaken im-
prosston that the language i 4 push.
ower. Thare who have studied @t for
20 war or more know better!

A word of caation ix due the visitor
who might e misled  into  thinking
that, becaure o Japanese understands
some simple English, he can readily
grasp the meaning of theological and
hiblical truths, Manv roports of so-
called  instant  conversiony  resulting
from cazual conversions hoar witness
W thivn fake imoression that a Jama-
neRe xtudent who can converse o linle
W BEanalish can alko prasn the meaning
of repentanee and taith anto salvas
ton. Would that it were so! (See artis
cle nage S).

Although the average young Japa-
nese has studied English in junior and
senior high school and has a tair work-

wng knowkdge of written Boglish, his

aaking ability i very limited. The
st to Japan will never be far from
saneane who can help hime with a
language  prodlem should one  arise,
Courtesy 8 a haltmark of the Japas
NN

Japan & nO langer a “poort or a
“have et country, but has a gross
natioanal product secand only o the
LS Last yaar Japan sold to the US
alimont $2 hitlian mare than it hought -
from the ULS

Religious and Political Situation
Under the now  Constitution  af

L)
‘

1647, frecdam of religion & guan
anteed v all wnder Article 20 and
Artick 89, Article 20 states, “No pers
won shall be compelled to take part in

L‘S': ‘,‘ ﬁ y
P sl S LR M‘*}Q P
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any religious act, celebration, rite or
practice, No  religions  organization
shall receive any privileges from the
State, nor oxercise any political aun-
thority.™

Adticle 89 declares, “No  public
wmoney or other property shall be ex-
pendad for the use, benetit, or main-
tenance of any religions institution or
association, or for any charitable edu-
cation or berrvolent enterprise  nat
wnder the contral of public anthority.™

Article 1 of the new Constitution de-
scribes the pasition of the Emperor:
“The Emperor shall be the symbol of
the State and of the unity of the peo-
ple, deriving his position  from  the
sovereign will of the people™

Two  developments have recently
challenged the strict separation of re-

ligion and government promuigated by
the new Constitution. One is the of-
fering of a bill in the National Diet
(Congress) which would give govern-
ment {inancial sugpon to the Yasukuni
Shinto Shrine, where the nation's war
dead are honored.

The second development is the
cmergence of the Soka Gakkai, a
wmilitant Buddhist sect that has grown
from about 80,000 adherents to ap-
proximately 15,000,000 in the past 20
yoars and is now Japan's third largest
political party. lts political organiza-
tion, called Komeido (Clean Govern-
ment Party ), has been completely con-
trolled by the parent religious body.

In recent elections Komeddo in-
creased its representation in the Diet
by some 20 seats to a total of SO,

Qutside a Buddhist temple in Nagoya, Japan,

v o IR R N
§ PR "‘"‘“?““ﬁ“i"‘%‘%‘ﬁ&%

el sttt dod T O aam
T\ ﬁivﬁ?"‘mﬁ}ﬁ“u e R

Rk o
LR pe N T
¥,

Charges have been made recontly that
the party has tried to suppress the
publication of a book unfavorable to
Soka Gakkai, charges at first denied
but which have since been admitted by
Soka Gakkai officials.

Widespread fears that when and if
this mllgrous organization wins control
of the Diet, freedom of religion will be
the first victim have stirred serious de-
bates throughout the country. To allay
such fears the political organization
has recently claimed it is severing con-
nections  with  the  religious  body:
whether this will materialize remaing
to be seen,

At present, although there is ab-
solute religious freedom in Japan, the
vast majority of the people could be
satd to be adherents of cither Bud.

W Narper




dhism or Shintoism only in the sense
that they periodically observe some
religious ceremony—at the New Year,
a funeral or wedding, or a visit to a
temple on some holiday.

Most of the Japanese have no vital
personal faith but practice whatever
religion they have in a social or group
manner. The Buddhist temples and
Shinto shrines abounding in all parts
of the nation are financially supported
primarily by fees for funerals, wed-
dings, anniversaries, or annual fes-
tivals.

Politically, Japan is a constitutional
monarchy with an elected Diet, which
enacts the laws of the nation. Each
Diet session is opened with a short
speech delivered in person by the Em-
peror. The ruling political party is
called the Liberal Democratic Party,
but is conservative in ideology. The
Japan Socialist Party is the second
largest group, followed by the Soka
Gakkai, the Democratic Socialist
Party, and the Communists.

Christian Witness in Japan

Christians, including Protestants, all
sects, and Roman Catholics, number
just over 900,000 out of a total popu-
lation of more than 100,000,000.

Baptists have about 21,000 mem-
bers and 249 churches and missions,
with at least one Baptist witness in
each of the country’s 46 provinces. A
Baptist hospital and school of nursing
in Kyoto, a mission school for girls in
Kokura, Kitakyushu, and a mission
school for boys in Fukuoka are jointly
supported by the Japan Baptist Con-

4

vention and the Foreign Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention through the Japan Baptist
Mission. Headquarters for both the
Convention and the Mission are lo-
cated in Tokyo.

In all Japan there are about 5,000
Protestant churches with a member-
ship of something over 500,000. The
average attendance at a Sunday morn-
ing worship service is said to be
about 40.

Many reasons are given for the slow
progress Christianity has made during
the more than 100 years since the
first Protestant missionaries arrived.
Some Japanese say that Christianity
has no contact with the “soil and cli-
mate of the Japanese mentality.”

Christianity is often charged with
being intolerant because it will not
compromise with other beliefs or take
a position of religious relativism.
Staunch Japanese Christians reply that
to do away with the “once-for-allness”
of the gospel is the same as doing
away with the gospel.

Some have said that Christianity in
Japan has been the property of “a
few intelligent people.” Perhaps in
many Japanese minds even today there
is the image of Christianity as the
“foreigner’s” or Westerner’s religion,
which in the past was ruthlessly per-
secuted and expelled because it was
felt to be a threat to the nation’s unity
and an invasion by a foreign power.

Some Japanese still look upon
Christian churches as importations and
think of missionaries more as repre-
sentatives of their respective national-

Bob Harper

ities than as bearers of the gospel.
Japanese who have found the way in
Christ would not agree with their fel-
low countrymen, because they have
experienced the warm Christian fel-|
lowship that knows no boundaries of
nationality or culture.

The fact remains that, even though
Japan, as far as the Christian gospel
is concerned, is “stony ground,” it has
produced some of the most dedicated
Christian leaders and heroic martyrs
to be found in any country. Although
the number of Christians is small, the
quality of their Christian faith is su-l
perb, for to survive at all in a 99 per-1
cent non-Christian society they must’
know what they believe and why
they believe it.

In a culture where the group is
first and the individual second (Jap-
anese proverb: “The nail that sticks
out gets hammered down”), the
Christian is marked. That there are
thousands of radiant, victorious Chris-
tians in this country is a mighty testi-
mony to the power of the gospel.

The Foreign Mission Board and the
Japan Baptist Convention are this year
celebrating 80 years of cooperation in
the task of the proclamation of the

- gospel in Japan. In terms of lives and

money alone the story of these 80
years provides a bright page in the
history of the Christian witness in this
country. Eternity alone can reveal the
full story, for it is still being written
day by day, as yet others “not of this
fold” hear his voice and follow the
one Lord into the one faith and the
one baptism.

THE COMMISSION




By Tucker N. Callaway

 Christian
Communication
to the Japanese

EGARDLESS of the cultural environ-
R ment in which it is proclaimed,
the content of the Christian disciple’s

[ e e
message does not change:
Sinful men must be reconciled to
God through the life, death, and res-

urrection of the Incarnate Word. Once
reconciled to him, they must be trans-
formed into the very image of Christ
through the power and guidance of the
Holy Spirit.

The reconciled dwell as redeemed
individuals in conscious fellowship
with other such persons and with the
omnipotent, loving Ground of all be-
ing. Those who reject the Incarnate
Word and renounce reconciliation re-
nounce redemption as well. As they
have chosen, they walk the desolate
road of eternal separation from God.

In essence, this is the redemptive
message. The disciple does not alter it
to make it more palatable to unaccus-
tomed ears.

Some say the gospel will never win
the Japanese so long as it insists on
absolute loyalty to Christ. The Japa-
nese will gladly: utilize a religion which
promises to undergird the nation.
Great numbers of them despise as sub-
version any faith which presumes to
demand priority. Thus, in their view,
it threatens to undermine their nation.

No such compromise is possible to
the disciple of Christ. A relativized
gospel is not the gospel; an emascu-
lated” gospel remains forever barren.
Ihc gospel is the gospel only in its

Bob Harper

isThe author was a missionary to Japan 1945-1968. He
in ¥°W Pastor in Albany, Calif. This article first appeared
he Commission in April 1963.
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wholcnoess and thus only will the faith-
ful disclplo proclaim it,

Yot proclamation without communi-
cation Is fruitlcss. And communication
requires one to speak the langunge of
his hecarers. Misslonarics, working as
they do in foreign tongues, are keenly
aware of this categorical law of
thought transmission,

It I8 perhaps less obvious that the
tnsk of translation is not merely a mat-
ter of finding Japanesc cquivalents to
English words. A langunge flonts, as it
were, on the surface of a deep reservoir
of learned concepts and preconditioned
responses  which the words are em-
ployed to oxpress. This apperceptive
mass, the product of all the expori-
ences of the Individual's life, condi-
tions these words with conceptunl and
cmotional content,

If the disciple s to proclaim the gos-
pel to the Japancse, he must do more
than learn that the cquivalent of God
Is Kami; of sin, tsumi; of compassion,
fihi; of love, al. He must know the
conceptunl and emotionnl assoclations
of such terms in the minds of his
hearers,

In simple fact, there are no Japanese
cquivalents to these English words,
which arise in our minds from an ap-
perceptive mass conditioned from birth
by a soclal cnvironment and strongly
influenced by the Christian falth.

Views in Conflict

The prevailing world view in Japan
is monistic. Before the introduction of
Buddhism in the sixth contury a.b.,
the Japanese were nafvely polythelstic,
and among the masscs this polytheism
continues todny. Yet polythelsm s
merely the underside of the coin of
panthelsm. If the number of gods s
sufliclently multiplied, all things be-
come divine, It remains only to recog-
nize the oncness of the spiritual reality
of which thc many gods arc mcrely
manifestations, and you have a full-
blown panthelsm,

Buddhism introduced the concept of
the Onc. Since its importation from
China, its monism has provided the
philosophic basis for all Japanesc
rcliglons, Including Shintolsm and
Confucianism. Modern  materialistic
naturalism Is, in n sensc, simply n
variation of the same position,

Certnin Incxorable implications in
all monisms are devastating to a com-
prehension of Christinn theism, While
panthelsm hns a natural affinity for
polythelsm, it renders unthinkable the

concept of a living God who created a
universe other than himself and delib-
crately maintains it in accordance with
his own loving and sclf-consclous pur-
pose. It follows that pantheism s
astheistic.

When the Christian disciple spoaks
of God to Japancse pantheists, they
cannot understand him. A god. yes.
A god in the treo, in the stone, in the
fox, in the deer, in the man: yes, But
the onc God who made the tree, the
stonc, the fox, the deer, the man:
How could such a God be? The normal
reaction is bewilderment or incredulity.

As Paul says, they worship and
serve the creature rather than the
Creator (Romans 1:23),

Onc can devote his highest loyalty
to Japan, for it is there—n manifesta-
tion of the divine, o god one can serve.
But to look beyond national prosperity
and welfare to obey an unseen God
whose will might conflict with patriot-
Ism is difficult to conceive.

The Japanesc are accustomed to dei-
ties fashioned by the mind; they are
often baffled by insistence upon the
God who made men's minds.

Not only is monism a-theistic, it is
cssentially void of values. First, it can
make no real distinction between truth
and crror. Pantheism is a-gnostic; that
is, it denles that truth can be known,
Every thought in the mind of man is
cqually a product of the One; there-
fore, no thought can be more true or
more false than another.

Resistance to ‘the’ Way

When the Christian disciple con-
fronts the Japanese monist with a claim
for the absolute finality of the gospel,
the hearer is shocked and repelled by
what he takes to be cither the abysmal
ignorance or the insufferable arrogance
of the Christian,

The monist says: “Let us delight in
the insights of Buddhism and Shinto-
ism and Christianity and all the rest,
for in these many facets does the One
manifest itself. But none of this talk
of the only Son of God; none of this
talk of the way. the truth, the life—
as if all ways did not lead to the One!"

A deninl of value judgments leads
monists, in the second place, to a re-
fusal to distinguish between good and




evil. Pantheism is a-moral. 1f monism
Is true, men are puppets of the One,
with no moral freedom, no moral re-
sponsibility to an absolute criterion of
rightcousness, One type of conduct s
no better than another.

Ramakrishna, conditioned by Hin-
du monism, wrote: “l have now come
to a stage of realization in which 1
sce that God is walking in every human
form and manifesting Himself alike
through the saint and the sinner, the
virtuous and the vicious. Therefore
when | meet different people 1 say to
mysclf: ‘God in the form of the saint,
God in the form of the sinner, God in
the form of the unrighteous and God
in the form of the rightcous!' He who
has attained to such realization goces
beyond good and evil, above virtue and
vice, and realizes that the Divine s
working everywhere" (J. B, Pratt, The
Religious Consciousness, New York,
The Macmillan Company, 1949, pp.
1321.).

This is the logical response of all
monists to those who talk of good and
evil,

It is incvitable that the Christian

Garden in Tokyo.

message concerning sin and the need
of salvation from sin is offensive to
many Japancse. The Christian concop-
tion can be comprchended only by
those who believe in the Croator God.
Only if there is a God of unchanging
nature and purpose, over against be-
ings to which he has given the capac-
ity to obey or disobey his will, can
there be sin in tho Christian sense, With
no concept of sin, the Japancse remain
unimpressed by the offer of salvation
from sin. So long as they abide within
the monistic framo, God's plan of re-
demption—the incarnation, the atone-
ment, justification by faith, ctc.—re-
mains a tedious enigma,

Communication Blocked

Monism, then, is inherently a-thels-
tic, a-gnostic, and a-moral. Untll the
hearer has first been dislodged from
his monlstic position, or at least led to
entertain the thought of an alternative
world view, it is not only difficult but
impossible for him to understand the
Christian message.

For instance, a Christian minister
may preach in Japan the scrmons he

Deb Narper

found most cffective in America and
have them translated into good Japa-
nese, without any meaningful commu-
nication taking place.

Lot us turn from the gencral prob-
lem of the monistic background of
Japancse thought to specific problems
raised by particular religious traditions.

When Christians invite Japanese to
come to God *just as you are,” Bud-
dhism supplies the oxpression used:
sono-mama, aru-ga-mama, Christians
mean that God will accept you just as
you are in your sinful condition and
will remake you into what you ought
to be. Buddhists mcan that things as
they exist are as they ought to be. The
cxpression sono-mama and aru-ga-
mama arc used by Buddhists as trans-
latlons of the Sanskrit term rarhata,
“suchness” or ‘‘as-isness.’” According
to Buddhism, that which cxists s
tathata; therefore, it {s what it should
be.

A Denlal of Sin

While the Christian intends to offer
salvation from sin, the Buddhist cx-
pression suggests salvation /n sin,
More correctly, it is a deninl of sin's
cxistence,

Buddhists of the Joodo-Shin sect
agrec with Christians that salvation s
a gift which comes more caslly to those
who know their own impotence than to
the self-rightcous. In the famous words
of Shinran, the founder: “If even a
good person {s born into the Pure
Land, how much morec so is an evil
person!”

The reason given for the apparently
inverted acceptablility of the *“good
person” and the “cvil person” is that
“those who practice good by their self-
power lack the mind to rely wholly on
the Other-power.” The self-sufficlent
arc unwilling to depend on another for
their salvation,

Onc commentator of this scct makes
plain his conviction that man Is not re-
sponsible for his actions and hence
can be neither good nor evil: A good
mind arises due to the influence of the
past good deeds, and cvil things arc
thought and done due to the works of
past cvils, ‘We should know that the
committing of cven a trifling sin,’ said
the late Master (Shinran). ‘as minute
as a particle of dust on the tip of a
rabbit’s . . . hair, is without exception
due to our past cvil karma.'”

He illustrates his meaning by saying
that if onc murders a thousand persons
or {f he refuses to kill anyone, there
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is no blame or praise, for cach action
is predetermined by karma. Thus, talk
of rightcous men and sinners Is noth-
ing more than a literary device.

From the point of view of Buddhist
monism, to practice by sclf-power is
not to be distinguished in any ultimate
sense from trusting oneself to the
Other-power. Each is equally o product
of the nature of things as they are, of
tathata. Ultimately the sclf is the Other
and the Other is the self; or more pre-
ciscly, there s ncither sclf nor Other
but only “as-isncss.” Apparent discrim-
ination between a sclf who needs salva-
tion and an Other who saves dissolves
into absolute identity.

Caution: Confusing Terms

The Christian disciple must be cau-
tious when he uses such terms as shoo-
joo (purity), Jihi (compassion), and
al (love), In Buddhism, purity means

detachment  from  the  phenomenal
world, not moral cleanness. Compns-
slon means impartinl, undiscriminating
ncceptance of good and evil alike, not
the desire to help the needy. Christian
love which goces secking the lost sheep.,
which yearns for the return of the

Prodigal Son, is a vice, It is a form of
attachment which is the antithesis of
the spirit of enlightment, and is there-
fore to be avoided at all costs.

The salvation Buddhists seck is not
the submission of the sclf to the will
of Another but a quest for one’s own
peace and poise through denial of all
others, Buddhism is hedonistic to the
core.

Paradoxically, Christinnity, which
affirms the reality of the individual
sclf, offers salvation through voluntary
scelf-surrender, while Buddhism, whosc
cardinal doctrine is the denial of the
existence of individual selves, offers
salvation through an all-exclusive self-
asscrtion,

The disciple’s message to Buddhists
must be framed with a clear under-
standing of these clements in  his
hearers' apperceptive mass. Of course,
many other clements constitute the
Japanese  mind.  Intertwined  with
Buddhist concepts are those of Con-
fucianism, Shintoism. and others,

Among the Confucian contributions
is the exaltation of reciprocal responsi-
bility in specific human relationships.
Primc authority is designated to father

Buddhist temple in Nagoya, Japan.

over son, to ruler over subject, to
husband over wife, to clder brother
over younger brother, etc. So long as
the person in authority fulfills his pre-
scribed duties to those under his care,
his subordinates arc to give him un-
questioning obedience.

Against a background of Confucian
teachings, Christ's words concerning a
higher loyalty than that given to onc's
human superiors are gross immorality:

“For 1 have comec to set a man
agninst his father, and a daughter
against her mother . . . . He who loves
father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me . . . (Matthew 10:35,37
RSV).

“If any onc comes to me and does
not hate his own father and mother
and wife and children and brothers
and sisters . . . he cannot be my dis-
ciple” (Luke 14:26 RSV).

Can the Christinn disciple modify
his message to make it more palatable
to Japanese hearers? Take the attitude
of Peter toward civil rulers: “And the
high priest questioned them, saying,
‘We strictly charged you not to teach
in this name, yet here you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching . . . "
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e

b

Seh Narpar

But Pcter and the apostles answered,
‘We must obey God rather than men* ™
(Acts 5:27-29 RSV).

Obedience and Ancestors

What can we do with that in this
Shinto land where Confucius® dictum
on obedience of subject to ruler has
been so absolutized? Such talk is se-
dition to the Shinto-Confucian.

Can the Christian messenger allow
relative loyalties to family and country
to take precedence over man's absolute
responsibilitics to God? Compromisc
at this point is impossible. Only the
God who is King of kings is truly
God. But in proclaiming this truth the
disciple can also ecmphasize the biblical
insistence upon honor to family and
civil authorities, once these loyaltics
have been subordinated to the Lord
of lords.

In this conncction what attitude is
the Christinn messenger to take toward
devotion to the spirits of departed an-
cestors, which is urged by Confucian-
ism, Shintoism, and popular Buddhism
alike? He must make it clear that wor-
ship is duc to God alone. This is
another way of saying that only God

MAY 1970

is worthy of man's absolute devotion:
men, whether living or dexd, are im-
perfect creatures worthy wmerely of
relative respect.

Having cstablished this, the disciple
can urge the necessity of continuing
gratitude and affection for deceased
ancestors, While Christianity forbids
ancestor-worship, it inculcates appre-
ciation for, and honor to, those who
have gone before.

A difficulty in making the distinction
between worship of the dead and re-
spect for them arises from ambiguity
of the terms sunhali and reikal, which
are used to translate the English word
worship. Suunhal can mean merely to
admire: rethar, to pay homage . The
absolute quality implied by the Chns-
tian when he says “worship™ must be
explained carefully.

‘Shame’ vs. ‘Guilt’

One of the most potent obstacies in-
culcated by Confucianism to a right
hearing of the gospel is its emphasis
upon the importance of form.
Confucius cvidently felt that if one
behaved in conformity to requirements
of ctiquette and appropriate appear-
ance, one's inner spirit would follow
suit, He belicved in man's innate good-
ness.

The practical result in Japan, how-
ever, is what Ruth Benedict, in The
Chrysanthemum and the Sword, calk
shame culture, as against a guilt cul-
ture. The moral imperative in a guilt
culture is to obey the will of a righ-
tcous God who knows the secrets of
the heart and is most concerned with
proper motivation, Even though an act
of disobedience to God may evoke the
praisc of men, the individual still feels
guilt for his sin,

In a shame culture, however, there
is no rightcous God to be abeyed:
there is only the obligation to conform
to the requirements of the social group
of which one is a member. The guide
to right conduct becomes compliance
to the rules of ctiquette, doing in any
given situation what the group expects,
in the manner that custom prescribes.
Onc's actual feelings and attitudes do
not matter so long as the letter of the
law is kept.

The thing to be avoided at all costs
is not moral cvil but doing what is
shameful in the cyes of others. The
favorite reprimand used by the Japan-
cs¢ mother is not “That is bad™ but
“That looks queer (okashii)." The
conduct of most Japanese, then, is

regulated by the fear of shawme (Aai).
the deire to avoid doiag what would
scem ohashl to others ia their social
Lroup.

All this & ia trreconcilable antithesis
o the Chnstian way. Christianity pro~
duces a guilt culture, Rot a shame cuk
wre. Paul defines the proper motva~
ton of Chnistian conduct in relation
to social approval whea he says: “Do
not be conformed to this world but de
transformed by the rerewal of your
mind, that you may prove what is the
will of God, what s good ard accepr-
able and perfect™ (Romams 12:2
RSVI. In this connection we repeat
Potery afirmation: “We must obey
God rather than men™

How can the Chrstian disciple in
Japan expect acceptance of a message
which strikes at the very root of the
Shinto-Confucian  ethic of shame?
From the Japanese point of view, the
Christian asks him to do precisely the
act against which he has been warned
even froam his mothers knee. The
Christian asks him to step out of hne
with members of his normal social
group. to do that which in their eyes
it most radically okashd: to renounce
the faith of his fathers, to receive bap-
tism, to become a member of a group
introduced into Japan by Occidentals,
and so on. He who had atways thought
that the right is the respectable is now
told that the right may be the ndicuk-
ous.

Can the Christian messenger com-
promise the absolute requirements of
obedience to God, regardiess of ndw
cule or any other form that social
persecution might take? The way of
shame is the way of the cross. To
compromise is to tamper with the
essence of the gospel: “Whoever does
not bear his own cross and come after
me. cannot be my discipk™ (Luke
14:27 RSV).

The Christian can only aim the
categorical demands of the Master. But
in 50 doing he can also show that un-
compromising dedication to Christ
leads not to the neglect of one's true
social obligations but rather to a
warmhearted and committed fulfitment
of them. This is impossible except to
those who have been bom anew
through the Spirit of the living God.

Thus, we see the necessity of ex-

plaining carefully the special Christian
meaning of the crucial terms we use

in setting forth the gospel message.
Witnessing for Christ without clear

communication is futile.
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It‘ ™ME motivation for missions was
cver that of the “haves™ ministenng
to the “hawe nots,” that day has
passed, or s swiftly passing.

Japan iy the prime example of a
“hawe” nation. Second only to the
United States in 1969 with a gross
national product of $146,61 1,934,000,
Japan leads the world in shipbuilding,
boasts an annual output of $,.500,000
automobiles, annually produces 10
Q20,000 television sets (3,500,000 of
them color), pioneers in the field of
computer research, is  world-famows
for camera equipment, and clased the
last fiscal year with a wordd trade
balance still in the black,

Japany affluent society is charac-
terized by abundant leisure time. a
10 percent annual increase in indivi-
dual wage carnings, booming sales of
luxury items, and persistent  ramors
that the national currency will he re-
valued upward,

What bearing does all this hawve
on the work of cvangelism? Japanese
Christiany  havwe been  challenged in
recent months to reevaluate and rein-
terpret their witness in the light of
such thriving cconomic conditions and
subsequent social changes,

On the surface, the effect appears
cantirely negative, High land prices and
construction costs have limited pioneer
church advance to only one project a
yvear. In Tokyo, for instance, land
prices vary from $1.187 per square

foot for the most expensive land in a
Shinjuku shopping center, to $10 per Th Ch I' g
square foot for land an hour's ride e a en e )
from the downtown area. With such

fabulous prices it is now possible to Of Cha nge

buy only onc plat of land with the
same amount that purchased five plots

A Buddha in Nagoya, Japan.

The author way appeinted wmistionary %o A
in 1949, He My deen \mww% at Ritakywshe, h‘?
Mma, and (2 now at Telye.
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By Charles L. Whaley, Jr.
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ten years ago. During this same period
construction cost has also increased
three times,

The number of pastors who can
be supported with the present budger
is severely limited. The Japan Baptist
Convention estimates that a minimum
of $166.66 per month is needed to
send one Japanese evangelist to open
a new mission point,

Neither can an adequate staft of
promotional secretaries and paid work-
ets be employed. Although the number
of churches has grown from 173 to
278 (not including church missions) in
ten years, the number of departmental
secretaries and staft workers has acs
twally decreased: those who remain
must work with a much smalter budget,
holding fewer retreats and promotional
rallies in a given year,

Educational institutions have fared
somewhat better, due to tuition in-
come, Which keeps them from being
solely dependent on outside subsidy.
But cven these institutions must face
the choice of lowering educational
standards or losing students because
of higher tuitions to meet increasing
costs due to inflation.

Paradoxically, the same affluence
that has brought about these condi-
tions has also been the means of pro-
ducing a new awakening in steward-
ship among Japan Baptists and is
giving birth to completely new and
enthusiastic approaches to Christian
witness in Japan.

Christians have been led to a new
sense of stewardship and feeling of
responsibility for financing the Chris-
tian witness in their own land. This is
evidenced by $9,965,358 in total gifts
by Japanese Baptists last year (com-
pared with $1,647.83S in 1960) which
went not only for the work in Japan
but also to support a program of
foreign missions in Brazil and one

proposed for Southeast Asia.

New approaches to evangelism have
been under serious study and trial as
an outgrowth of insufficient aid for
the kind of churches which require ex-
pensive buildings and land purchases.
Some of these approaches were con-
sidered in a recent strategy conference
of convention and misston leaders.
Among numerous methods under
study: churches' using one or more
apartiments in multisstoried buildings:
assembling in upper floors of stores
in community shopping areas: home
meetings.

A renewed emphasis on the Chris-
tian layman and his place in the wit-
ness of the *70s is arising as an out~
growth of the inability to support a
salaried ministey.

The missionary, no longer a threat
to the national church because of his
wealth and superior education, is now
in a position to furnish the outreach
in pioncer work for which he was
ariginally called. Missionaries with
special talents become the means of
helping the national convention to
grow and achieve its goals of selfhood
and self-support, and consequently are
in demand by the people.

Even the distinctions of the “send-
ing church™ and “receiving church™
are fading as a new cra of cooperation
in the true spitit of Christian love and
calling rises in its place.

Finally. the new afftuence of society
has led many people—both young and
ald—to react against materialism and
to scarch ancw for something more
permanent and meaningful, the very
heart of Christ's gospel.

Unquestionably, evangelism in Ja-
pan is entering its most exciting age as
it faces the challenges of change. For
tunate, indeed. are those permitted
through prayer to share in the witness
ahead.

1
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Return
fo
Korea

By Don C. Jones

Don and Nita Jones sing
at Seoul church the first
Sunday after their furlough.

‘God has placed a new song in our hearts.’

Ack to Korea! Furlough year over
—a year of study at Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary (Fort
Worth, Tex.), of driving many miles
each weekend, preaching and “telling
the story” of Baptist work in Korea.
It was a good year—living in a
pleasant neighborhood in Arlington,
Texas, being warmly accepted into the
fellowship of First Baptist Church, our
family being blessed by the ministry
of the church.

It was good to be with loved ones
and to see so many old friends, to
drive on the new interstate highways
and the freeways, and to shop in the
beautiful stores, aided by that modern
bane and blessing, the credit card.

Then began the countdown for re-
turn. We started with the paper work
of visa applications, noting by our pic-
tures that we don’t look as young as
we did when first departing for Korea
12 years ago. Ticket reservations,
shots, and finally the horrendous task
of packing and shipping moved us
closer to departure.

The last few days with loved ones
were precious, busy as they were
with last-minute errands, visits, and
mailing of parcels.

This is the hard part—when the
sweetness of fellowship is accompanied
by a wrench of pain at the thought
of parting. And yet it seems that the
very pain of parting, accepted as com-
mitment to God’s will by missionaries
and their parents, becomes a fragrant
offering, pleasing to our Heavenly
Father. Perhaps our love is even made
greater because of a mutual willing-
ness to pay the price of separation for
Christ’s sake.
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At the airport it was easier for us
when we saw our “home church”
pastor and friends from North Dallas
(Tex.) Baptist Church.

Los Angeles, Honolulu, Tokyo—all
were bright spots in a rapid transfer
of horizons, from Texas and the U.S.A.
to our own divinely appointed arena
of ministry and witness in Korea.

As our plane gently banked and
descended through fleecy clouds, we
saw beneath us the bright green of
fields and mountainsides and occasion-
al groups of country houses with their
thatched roofs.

When we deplaned in Seoul, Korea,
a cheer arose from the second-floor
visitors’ deck of Kimpo Airport. Mov-
ing closer, we found that the cheer
really was for us: several uninhibited
missionary families and 60 or 70
Korean friends had come to meet us.
What a welcome!

Driving into Seoul, we noticed the
improved roads, the many new build-
ings, the increased flow of traffic. Even
our home neighborhood had changed
tremendously in the year we had been
away. What had been a small country
village at the edge of the city had
been swallowed by the growing metrop-
olis.

Our missionary houses had formerly
stood out, a bit pretentious on the
hillside. Now we found them hidden
in the midst of newly constructed
Korean houses, several of them far
“outclassing” ours. Across the valley,
numbers of large apartment buildings
had sprung up as part of a govern-
ment effort to adequately house all of
Seoul’s rapidly growing population
(now estimated at more than 4,500,-
000).

As the first days passed we greeted
our friends, worshiped together, and
gradually resumed many duties. We
again savored the hot, peppery kim-
chee, the good rice, and other foods
flavored with garlic and sesame oil.
We enjoyed the late summer beauty
of roses, as well as the myriad of
cosmos by the roadsides, interspersed
with the pink-hued blooms of Korea’s
national flower, the althea.

In contrast, we noted the continued
existence of some facts, old and famil-
iar, but unpleasant—the strong, aro-
matic presence of night-soil-fertilized
fields, open sewage ditches, unde-
pendable water systems, frantic traf-
fic, persistent beggars, bureaucratic
red tape, pestilences of intestinal para-
sites, typhoid, cholera, and tubercu-
losis, floods in wet seasons and dusty
famine in dry—factors overwhelming
to many newcomers and impressive
even to a returnee.

In the midst of all these experi-
ences, there is a wonderful feeling of
rightness about being again in Korea.
How thankful we are for this con-
firmation in our hearts of God’s con-
tinuing purpose in our lives.

It is he who first overcame the re-
luctance in our hearts to come over-
seas as missionaries. It is he who
caused our hearts to abound with joy
at first arriving in this land. It is he
who even now hallows the ordinary
events of every day, causing us to see
all things in the light of his direction
and purpose.

God has placed a new song in our
hearts. We ask his strength, wisdom,
and devotion to serve him faithfully
in this land of tremendous need and
ready response.
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Koreans Comment

On the preceding page, Missionary Don Jones shares
thoughts upon ending furlough and returning to Korea.
How some Korean Baptists feel about missionaries and
about the evangelistic needs and opportunities in their
own land is reflected in the comments on this page and
the next. Their comments reveal an appreciation for mis-
sionary help and an awareness of thelr own respon--
sibilities in Christian witness.

P
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Mr. Lee, Tae-Sung

Deacon, Seoul Memorial Baptist Church
Professor of geology, Yonsei University, Seoul

Outwardly Seoul is growing tremen-
dously, but I feel that there is a ne-
glect of spiritual values. Also, in some
churches which are making a main ef-

fort to be relevant to our modern day,
I fear that the gospel message is not
being presented clearly.

Mrs. Han, Jung-Hee

Organist, Seoul Memorial Baptist Church
Vice-president, Korea Woman’s Missionary Union

The Joneses have worked much in
the past ten years, and they have
“breathed together” with the Korean
people. Mrs. Jones has worked with
the church choir and with young adult
women, doing visitation and counsel-
ing. Frequently she has helped her
class members with such projects as
training in western cooking (a class
activity to stir interest).

Of course, we must wait for the
final outcome of the 1970 crusade,
but we are thrilled already at the

many baptisms reported in 1969 (as
of October, more than 1,700 baptisms
reported from about 180 churches out
of 400. The goal for 1969 was 5,000
baptisms.)

We are sure that God will continue
to bless our Baptist work, but we feel
that it will come quicker through the
1970 crusade.

In the midst of our city’s rapid
growth our churches are far too few.
We have a tremendous responsibility
in witness.

Pastor Paik, Tong-Ho

Acting pastor, Seoul Memorial Baptist Church

Though one year is not long, it
seemed like much longer since the
Joneses departed for furlough. We are
happy that they were welcomed by so
many at the airport, and we are sure
that they were surprised to see our
city’s growth which occurred during
their absence.

When I consider that the mission-
aries have come from their wonderful
land to ours, with its inconveniences

of travel, etc., and with recent inci-
dents such as the capture of the Pueblo,
shooting down of planes and heli-
copters, and the intrusion of Com-
munist agents into South Korea, I am
sure that the missionaries come with
great faith in God.

I believe that our country is un-
usually responsive to the gospel. We
are praying for the 1970 evangelistic
crusade.
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Mr. Lee, Kun-Kee

Deacon, Secu! Memorial Baptist Church
President, ShinJdin Conitruction Company, Seocul

Korean Baptists must carry on their
own witness for Christ, but the mis-
sionary's witness is still needed. We
welcome the missionaries.

Our cvangelistic activities are not

keeping up with the tremendous growth
of this city. The economic growth of
the city is not being matched by spiri-
tunl growth. There is a great need for
faithful witness by lay people.

Mrs. Pang, Ho-Sun

Deaconess, Seoul Memorial Baptiat Chureh
Former president, Korea Woman's Misslenary Union

We especially welcome the Joneses.
We feel that they are not foreigners,
but our very own. We feel that they
share our sorrows and our joys.

We arc longing for revival in the
1970 crusade, and we trust that our
churches will be strengthened as many
new believers accept Christ as Saviour.,

Rev. No, Chang-U

Co.director, 1970 evangelistic cruiade, Korea

After traveling in a number of Asian
countries, | am convinced that, in
terms of response to the gospel and in
cvangelistic opportunities, Korea s
second to none. We have an open
door—with religious liberty, no strong
competitive religions, and great Chris-
tian growth in numbers and influence
through the past 80 years. Although
more than § percent of our population
profess Christian faith, our evangelistic
challenge is tremendous.

Seoul shows great growth in a ma-
terinl sense, but our concern is its
spiritual development. Christians are
challenged to provide the spiritual dy-
namic and spiritual valucs which Scoul
and our whole country nced. Further,
to see such multitudes as are here
without Christ lays a great burden of
cvangelistic responsibility upon us,

We have great hopes for the 1970
cvangelistic crusade, in which Louisi-
ann Baptists, together with the Foreign
Mission Board, are working with Koren

Baptist Convention and Mission

Some reasons for confidence are:
(1) We arc united in our most im-
portant task—reaching the lost for
Christ. (2) Concerning our 20 city-
wide meetings, as God has been bless-
ing this type of meeting around the
world, we are confident that he will
bless here also. (3) The uniting of
spiritual desires on the part of so many
throughout our country cannot be with-
out results—our 200 cvangelists, 20
city planning teams, the more than
4,200 Korean Baptists who already
(October) have pledged to pray daily
for the crusade. These are in addition
to the many who are praying and plan-
ning with us in Louisiana and at the
Foreign Mission Board.

We feel that in such a large under-
taking, along with careful planning,
prayer is thec key. We want to cnlist
as much prayer support as possible
for God's mighty working in this cru-
sade.

Pastor Im, Kyung-Chul

Yungdungpo Baptist Church, Seoul
Evangellim chairman, Korea Baptist Convention

During the past two or threo years
we have begun to sce the boginnings
of cvangelistic growth and progress.
In conference with district evangelistic
leaders from all over Korea this year,
all were convinced of our great evange-
listic prospects. Since Korcan people
arc responsive to the gospel, we feel
that God will grant a great harvest if
we but labor faithfully at the task,

1 hope that every Korcan Baptist
pastor will scize the opportunity of the
1970 crusade to lead his church to-
ward revival.

During the past year the population
of Scoul increased by 400,000 people
(now ncarly 5,000,000 population in
the city), and many now buildings are
being built constantly, Downtown
churches arc having difficulty, since
private homes arc being wrecked to
make room for new buildings, forcing
church members to move to the sub-
urbs. Suburban churches are growing
rapidly. In many new apartment build-
ings, families are Initinting evangelism
through Baptist study groups meeting
in their npartments.
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Roal ostate doalor, ago 61.

Housowifo, agoe 34.

Filling station worker, age 33.

High school student,
ago 17,

FAVORABLE ATMOSPHERE

Tnu COMMBNTS from Korcan Bap-
tists on the preceding pages in-
dicate the place of concern held by
the 1970 evangelistic crusade in Korea,
part of the Asin Baptist Evangelistic
Campaigns,

Korcan Baptists  designated  the
three ycars leading up to 1970 as
“Year of Assurance,” “Year of Chris-
tian Growth," and “Year of Witness;"
1970 is the “Year of Victory."

Every  Korcan Baptist  Church
plunned to hold evangelistic meetings
simultancously during March by sec-
tions (northern arca, central arca,
southern aren).

In July, just beforc thc Baptist
World Congress convenes in Japan,
teams of cvangelists, musicians, and
others will take part in 20 city-wide
mectings throughout Korea. Many of
the visitors will come from Louisiana.

Perhaps indicative of the cvange-
listic potential in Korea are the com-
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ments gleaned from sidewalk inter-
views along a main street in Seoul. The
five persons pictured here represent
cross-scction of the culture, Each was
asked: Have you cver attended a
church? Do you fecl religion Is nced-
ful? Do you feel that church is help-
ful to society? Do you have any plans
to attend church in the future?

All agreed that religion is needful
and that church is helpful to soclety,
but only onc of the flve now attends
church regularly,

A 33-ycar-old filling station worker
told the interviewer that his mother
is a Mcthodist, but that he himself
does not attend church, He added, *1
feel that 1 should go to church, and 1
am planning to begin.”

A 34-ycar-old houscwife replied that
she had never attended church, While
she was a university student, she re-
called. she had been “very deeply im-
presscd” by a scrmon she heard at

school, But, "I have no present plans
to attend.”

A 25-ycar-old soldier, recently re-
turncd from duty in South Vietnam,
sald he attended church regularly,

“l became a Christian in a chapel
service in Vietnam," he explained.

A 61-ycar-old rcal cstatc dealer re-
plicd that he had attended church as a
young man but had not gone in recent
years. He scemed to interpret prosper-
ity as blessing, and calamity—such as
war—as cvidence of a lack of blessing
from God,

A 17-ycar-old high school student
indicated he had never been to church,
Docs he have any plans to attend? "I
don't know,”" he answered.

“To me," wrotc Misslonary Don
Jonces, *“the trend of these random in.-
terviews indicates at lenst an atmos-
phere favorable to the proclamation of
the gospel.”
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FROM THE EDITOR

Let Them Know

NOLISH-LANQUAGR Baptist churches in non-English-spouk-
ing countries are strategic points for evangelistic witness
and fellowship. Almost 100 such churches now exist, most of
them located in or near large urban centers and in countrics
where Southern Baptist foreign missionaries serve, In fulfill-
ment of their purpose in each locality, both pastors and con-
gregutions are striving to minister to the greatest possible
number of people. But they often have great difficulty lo-
cating many of the English-speaking people residing nearby.
“Finding English-speaking prospects in this fantastic city,"
said & Southern Baptist missionary in Tokyo recently, “is an
impossibility for our Baptist English-language churches. Yet
we feel there are many unenlisted prospects from this group
who need a church home but may not know where to look."
He oxpressed o concern felt in many oversoas localities,
The categories are numerous, including diplomatic career
personnel, participants in U.S, aid and cultural exchange
programs, U.S, military personnel, and local nationals who
cither speak English or are learning to speak it.

Anyone who has o relative, acquaintance, or business asso-
clate residing overseas is urged to notify the Baptist English.
language church in that locality. The notification should in.
clude the name and mailing nddress of each person or fumily
to be reached. Street addresses are often very difficult to
locate in foreign cities, thus the suggestion that mailing
addresses be furnished. Each church could then establish
contact and immediately try to involve the newly contacted
person in the fellowship and ministry of that church,

Space here does not allow a complete listing of the
churches, but we offer such information to anyone who
wishes to utilize it, Please limit your request to the specific
city or country known to be the locality of a person or faum-
fly whose name and address you intend to provide for the
church or churches in that vicinity. All such requests should
bo addressed to Tur ComMmissioN, Box 6597, Richmond,
Virginia 23230,

Tour itineraries for many of those attending this yoear's
Baptist World Congress will provide opportunities for sharing
in worship services in one or more of the following English-
language churches of the Orient:

Japan

Tokyo Baptist Church, 33 Huachiyama-cho, Shibuya-ku,
Tokyo, Japan; telephone (03) 461-8428,

Chofu Baptist Church, 1919-banchi, Kamiishihara, Chofu-
shi, Tokyo, Jupan; tel, (0422) 43.4724,

Kanto Pluins Baptist Church, 1181, Aza Musashino, Kawa-
saki, Hamura-machi, Nishitama-gun, Tokyo-to, Japan; tel,
(0425) 51-1918,

Nuakagami Baptist Church, 1535 3 Asuhimachi, Fuchi-shi,
Tokyo, Japan.

Culvary Baptist Church, 11-banchi, 2-chome, Saiwai-cho,
Misawa-shi, Aomori-kon, Jupan; tel. 4266,

Zama English-langunge Mission, 6-17, 2-chome, Minami
Rinkan, Yamato-shi, Kanagawa, Japan; tel, (0462) 74-507S.

Yokohamn International Baptist Church, 6-Nakaodai,
Naka-ku, Yokohama-shi, Japan; tel. (045) 621-6431,

Hong Kong
Kowloon Baptist Church, 169 Boundary Street, Kowloon,
Hong Kong: tel. 82-3201 or 82.0423,
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Contral Baptist Church, 56-S8A MacDonnell Road, Hong

Kong: tol. 237-37626.
Okinawa

Central Baptist Church, Box 78, Urasoe-Son, Okinawa; tel,
099 (0) 2300,

Koza Baptist Church, Box 229, Koza City, Okinawa; tel.
077-5036 or 079-3218.

Lakeshore Baptist Mission, Box 229, Koza, Okinawa,

Talwan
Calvary Baptist Church, Box 28008, Shih Lin (Yangming
Shan)., Taipel, Taiwan R.O.C.; tel. 94-2458.
Taichung Baptist Chapel, Box 427, Talpel, Taiwan R.O.C,
Trinity Baptist Church, 67, Ta Tung Road, Tainan, Tal-
wan, R.0.C,

Philippines
The International Baptist Church, 22 Polaris, Bel Ailr,
Muakati, Rizal, Philippincs; tel. 88-58-92,
Singapore
Calvary Baptist Church, 48 Wan Tho Avenue, Singapore
13; tel. 89339,
International Baptist Church, Empress Road, Singapore 9;
tel, 29953,
Thalland
Calvary Baptist Church, No. 84/2, Soi 2, (Phasuk),
Sukhumvit, Bangkok, Thailand; tel. 56378,

Vietnam
Trinity Baptist Church, 217 Cong Ly Street, Saigon, Viet-
nam; tel. 41-016.

The Men Most Needed

THURE ARE THOUSANDS of densely populated communitics
across this planet where the gospel of our Lord has never
been demonstrated or proclaimed. What are the chances for
the millions of pecople living in those communitics? When
will they have the opportunity to know what God has
wrought for them in his reconciling grace? Who is available
for the task?

Onc of our southern states has a population exceeding 34
million. In that onc state there are almost 3,000 Southern
Baptist churches, to say nothing of those with other denomi-
national identiflcation. Serving thosc 3,000 Southern Baptist
churches are more than 3,000 pastors, ministers of education,
and ministers of music

For most of the time during the past scven years one
Southern Baptist missionary family has carried the witnessing
responsibility for the entire Noakhali district of East Pakis-
tan, Within the borders of that one district alone there are
over 2V4 million people. In that ocean of humanity this one
missionary family is the only representation of the world's
Christian community.

In Brazil a similar degree of nced oxists in the state of
Minas Gerais. Approximately 600 cities and municipalitics
are without Baptist work. Many of these have populations
up to 40,000; others range from 5,000 to 20,000, In most of
them there is no evangelical witness,

Never has there been a greator need for men with quali-
fications for overscas appointment and with expericnce as
pastors, How can wo justify such disparitics? Knowing about
;hc need can be a part of God's call to fields both near and
ar,
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SPIRITUAL
RESOURCES

S ooN Southern Baptists will be gath-
cring In Denver, Colorado, to cele-

brate 125 years of service for Christ.

There Is much for which we have
reason to praisec God. When we con-
sider the way God has led through the
years—turning dcfeats into victories
and leading through multitudinous
problems In a steady advance toward
greater minlstry—we can only pralsc
him for his loving kindncss and tender
mercy.

Denver should be a convention long
remembered because of thanksglving,
pralse, and recommitment to the task
for which we exist,

The value of our meceting will de-
pend In the final analysis upon whether
it is able to marshal greater spiritual
resources for service to our Master.
Only as those resources are made ef-
fective can we expect to move ahend
along many lines of devclopment,

This mcans that love must always
take priority. We gather as a pecople
with great common convictions, We
arc alike, not because we arc held to-
gether by an authoritarian rule, but
because we have common convictions
growing out of faith in Jesus Christ as
Saviour and the experience of his grace
in our hcarts. We look to the Scrip-
tures for our guidancc as we arc able
to interpret them under the leadership
of the Holy Spirit,

This is as it should be, because we
arc a free people, looking to our Lord
for insight into his Word and excrcls-
ing our own judgment and understand-
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ing of his way.

Baptists vary one from the other in
many ways, but those wherein we are
allke in our great storc of common
convictions far cxcced those wherein
we differ.

Love cnables us to recognize the
great unities that bind us together. It
also causcs us to welcome one another
to our hearts, cven though there arq
varletics of interpretation and expres-
sion. We glory in our common store
of unities. We glory also in our vari-
cties, for they demonstrate the freedom
we know in Jesus Christ,

While gathering to celcbrate 125
ycars of history, we must come to-
gether with a forward look. This has
always been truc of our mectings, for
we spend relatively little time reliving
our yesterdays and more time planning
tomorrows. We should pause to praise
God for his blessings and to honor
those who have labored well, but we
soon turn from these moments of
meditation to face afresh the task that
awalts, Denver should be the occasion
to sound the trumpets anew for the
forward march.

Having looked at oursclves, thank-
ing God for the blessings he has given,
we must look with a world vision at
the challenge and the nceds confront-
ing us, We arc now privileged to serve
in 72* countries, but the unmet needs
in those Iands and the calls for service
in many other ficlds ring in our ears.

‘Almoufh ot present we have misslonaries assigned to
71 countries, the Forelgn Mission Doard took actlon al
its March maeting to enter Laos as soon as possible,

By Baker J. Cauthen

We must gather, recognizing that actu-
ally only a beginning has been made
and that all our yesterdays demand our
best for the tomorrows.

We could make no greater blunder
than to keep our eyes turned inward,
cxamining only oursclves and losing
sight of the tragic needs in the world
of which we arc a part. Our best wis-
dom will come in looking beyond our-
sclves to the heartache of a broken
world and committing oursclves with
new abandon to do whatever Christ
will command us.

Denver should find us asserting our
convictions of the lordship of Christ,
the certainty of the trlumph of the
kingdom of God, and the high priority
of doing the will of Christ. We should
regard oursclves ns existing only to do
his bidding. We should look to his
Great Commission as our marching
orders and address oursclves to the
work of the futurc with joy, confidence,
and full dedlication,

Great blessings can awalt us in Den-
ver as we ask our Lord to empty our
hearts of sclf and fill us with his Holy
Spirit so that our ecyes may be en-
lightened, our courage may be strength-
ened, and our wills fully surrendered
to the doing of the Master's bidding.
Let us make it a mecting so saturated
with prayer and so bathed In love—
with praisc and thanksgiving to our
Lord—that we might emerge from |t
prepared to do whatever our Master
commands and to go wherever he
scnds,
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City

Hills

By S. Thomas Tipton

Wmm Uganda attained independence October 9, 1962,
Kampala (“the place of the Impaln"*) became the
nation's capital, The city, now with a population said to
exceed 330,000, is bullt on 20 hills, each a monument
to some significant cvent in its history,

Atop Kololo, the highest hill, one can view a beauti-
ful panorama. The first scenc that comes to view is
Nakascro Hill. There stand not only the Impressive
Parliament buildings, but also the new luxury hotel, the
Apollo, named in honor of President Apollo Milton
Obote,

On Mulago Hill looms Mulago Hospital. Beyond it is
Makerere University College, part of the University of
East Africa.

Looking toward Namirembe Hill, one can view St
Paul's Cathedral, the center for the Church of Uganda,
the principal religion of the country. Drums, not bells
summon pcople to prayer cach Sunday. The building is
n tribute to Sir Albert Cook, who began the work in
1877 and who Is buricd on the church site.

Just beyond is Rubaga Hill, the center of Roman
Catholic worship in Uganda. In the distance can be seen

¢ Derived from the curtem of African rulers of the anclent kingdom of
Buganda to graze herdn of tame impala on one of the hills,

L

The suthor has been @ mlulonub to Cast Mtlu since 1989, serving in
Tanzania and NKenya belore going to Ugends In 196
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Phetes by Qerald 8. Warvey

Author Tipton talks with Pastors Washirokho Patrick and Matovu Linvingstone.

the Muslim mosque at Kibuli. On Kikaya Hill, just out-
side the city, stands the Bahai temple, the only one in
Africa,

Mengo (“Millstones™) Hill is the heart of Buganda**
and has been the traditional scat of the Lubiri—the
palace of Buganda's kabakas (rulers)—since Mutesa 1
established residence there in the 1800s,

Today, as in the past, a broad avenue, Kabakanjagala
(“the kabaka loves me") leads to the Buganda Parlia-
ment buildings. Nearby Kabaka Lake was cnhanced by
the mystery of its supposed power to dry up when the
kabaka was in danger,

In July 1967, the newly formed Ugandn Baptist
Mission (the organization of Southern Baptist mission-
arles in Uganda; it formerly was part of the Baptist
Mission of East Africa, including missionaries in Kenya
and Tanzanin) asked our family to consider Kampala
as the place to begin our witness,

After six months of studying the Luganda language
(the principal African language in Uganda, widely used
in government and business; English is now the official
tongue), we sought God's direction to places where work

should be started. Peterson Nonkoko, who had recently
*¢ Buganda, a traditionnal kingdom at the center of Uganda, was dinsolved
and divided Into four dintriets £n a cunmuulonal change in 1967, D During a

solltical crisiv in 1966, the ANabaka of B %mda. Sir Edward Muma. went
nto exile in Enpland, he died there Iin 1969
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A, , came to lead this ¢
M (store) was uhchd as the slto for our ﬂm
ohuroh butiding.

- From the start a 17-year-old boy attmdcd the ser
vicu and showed much interest in Baptist beliefs. Soon
the young man, Edward Seruwo, became tho first con-
vert in Kampala, (His father is still held in detention by
the government as a result of the political crisis, and his
mother is supporting him.)

Edward began Pleadlng with us to visit his village,
Kaabawala, 27 miles away. Because of other mission

offorts being launched in Kampala, I kept delaying the

g >

tel

%{eanwhile. Stephen Kalumira became pastor at Ka-
weémpe. Response was good at Kibuli, Kyebando, and
Nnasana.

The large cathedrals and temples, we learned, were
not meoting the nceds of the people. In many cases
people lived miles from their nearest cathedral, There
were many churches on top of the hills, but the Baptists
went into the valleys where the people lived.

We also found that many Ugandans become members
of churches for political motives, rather than for spiritual
ones. Pcople were happy to find that Baptist churches
are noutral to political parties and free to preach the
gospel of Christ.

At last I found occasion to travel to Kaabawala village
with Edward. The village is located off the main rond,
and there are no other churches nearby. Edward's grand-
father, Yusufu Musoke, the area chicf, welcomed us,
He promised land on which to build a church,

For a period of several weeks 1 visited Kaabawala on
Sunday to explain the meaning of the gospel. After sev-
cral wecks I extended an invitation to accept Christ: 12§
people responded.

Since some 350 persons were attending services in
the village, we divided the arca into three church fields.
The new building at Kaabawala itself has now been com-
pleted.

Residents of Kaabawala then asked that we visit an-
other village. Kasawo. The chief and the villngers there
welcomed us, and, after several Sundays of preaching
services, many of them made professions of faith. Disan
Ndaula has become pastor, and this congregation, too,
recently completed a new building.

New converts from Kasawo took the gospel message
to Ggaliraaya, 30 miles away. Response there was grati-
fying. Soon 100 people were awaiting baptism. Lawrence
Nsercko has become their pastor.

Since the beginning of the ministry in the area of
Kampala, mission work has been started in 70 locations,
New churches have been established. A pastors' school,
meeting on Saturdays, has helped instruct the pastors
and has assisted them in preparation for Sunday services.

A publication ministry has greatly aided the churches,
John Musoke, Stephen Kalumira, and Peterson Nakoko
translate and prepare for printing the Sunday School
lessons, books for inquirers, and tracts in Luganda and
other languages. People in this arca seem hungry for the
written word in Luganda.

Uganda has been termed “the pearl of Africa's crown.”
The time is ripe for the pearl to be converted into a light
for Christ.

MAY 1970
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AR A Y e T S

I WAD just linished teaching my Eng-
lish class in the outpatient depant-
ment and  was  walking toward the
leprosy building at the Baptist Hospital
in Bangkla, Thailand, when 1 saw my
fricnd Khun Manop cemerging from
the “shoe factory.”

“Good afternoon,™ 1 said in Bnglish,
sinee he had been a student of mine
before 1 went on furlough,

“Goot afternoon,™ was his cheerful,
but accented, reply.

“How are you today?™ 1 asked stows
ly. pronouncing cach word clearly, ak
ready  knowing  what  the  response
would be,

“1 am line, thank you."

Fine! How could anyone whase
body showed the marks of leprosy say
that with such a radiant face?

Stll trying to converse in English,
U inquired, “What are you doing?™

“1 have just Ginished making a pair
of shoes for a patient,”™ he answered in
Thai, because we had never studied
shoemaking in our English class.

Also switching to Thai. 1 asked to
see the shoes,

Beaming, he opened the door to
the room where the machinery i set
up for making shoes especially for des
formed or infected feet. No  longer
would some of the patients need to
make their shoes  from  automobile
tires for protection so the ulcens on
the bottoms of their feet conld heal.

On the work table rested a stack
of black foam rubber, which Khun
Muanop had been cutting into vatious
sizes o pad the soles of shoes, Also
at hand were bolts of plastic, glue,
shoe buckles for some of the girds’
shoes, and materials {or shoe soles,

“"Where did you learn to make
shoes?™ 1 asked,

“At Manarom." He paused to wring
out his handkerchief after mopping
his over-perspiring face,

“1 was there two different timey,”
he added pleasantly, never saying just
how long he had been there as a
leprosy patient,

“You were in Chiengmai carlier?™

"Yes," he replied with feeling, “and
it was there 1 became a Christian.™

“Then you were a Christian before
your marringe?"

“*Oh yes." He looked at his wife
lovingly. “Both Dee-am-Da and 1
were Christians when we got married.™
That was more than ten years ago.

I turned the conversation to his
family. “Are your parents Christians?™

His answer was negative, but  his
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His Talents Abound

By Maxine Stewart

(Alrs. Rodert R, Srewert)
Afisstonary 0 Thadtand

Khun Aanop, his wite Xhun Deecam:-Da, and Author Mavine Stewarnt pose
beside orchids. The sale of plant cuttings benefits needy teprosy patients.

Dec-am-Da and
women patients
present Thai
classical dance.
Hands and feet
tell a story.




ton ndicard b had hopes that they
would yet accept Chaist.

“1 have shared the gospel with them
from tme O G, but they do mot yet
balieve R for themselves. 1 s8ll pray
that someday they will. Noee of my
family krows e Lord™

“How wmany brothers ard sisters &
you have?™ 1 kmew that sometimes
this & BWCcUR o answer, for many
fathers have saveral wives.

"SRt e announced. Nay
addd. ey had =mver showm any
obRcuons t© Aty being a Christian.

Tea, h began to
spaak of his hfe bdefore he became a
Rprosy pateat.

“T wsed o b 2 before 1

went to Chizngmal™ He kaew 1 wounld

tation Building. Bvidently the Lord
had a purpose for Khua Marops
having had a theatrical backgrournd.
1 recakted wa the frst play ke
preseated for ore of the leprosy re-
treats at the hospital. He used oaly
the inpatients at the leprosy building
for the various roks. I said at the
tme that had 1 rot beer a Christian
before that might, 1 believe 1 would
have accepted Christ then ard there.
1 watched “Lazarus™ going about
among the audience with his food pan,
halding it out while he begged akms.
As he approached the table where
the “rich man™ and some guests were
saated, Lazarus begged for crumbs.
With Lazarus was one patient whase
mind had been affected, yet who would

White toying to eate homes of tormer patients, Missionary Robert R. Stewart
often finds cpportunities to withess to many other people in the communities.

understand that he referred to the
kprosarivm there.

To myse 1 mused what a good
pokiccaman he must have made before
his body became so affectad by disease,

“For six years | was on the police
force.™ A note in his voice made me
know he had been a good one and
that he locked back on that time with
pride.

Suddenly he laughed. “Maam (my
official title in Thailand). 1 don’t sup-
pose you ever knew I was once an
actor on the stage.™

If 1 hadnt already known more
about this man, his statement could
have surprised me. But 1 had seen
some of the outstanding stage produc-
tions he had written ard produced at
the Bangkla Baptist Leprosy Rehabili-
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follow instructions. He accompanied
Lazarus, as he had been instructed,
and cvery so often he laughed in an
unnatural way—outbursts that he could
not control, yet which fitted into the
setting of the drama.

In the scene after Lazarus had died
and gone to be with “Father Abra-
ham,” 1 saw these two (Khun Manop
in the role of Abraham) resting in a
beautiful setting that indicated comfort
and happiness.

At the same time on the other side
of the platform and on a lower level
sat the rich man and one who had
been his guest, in hell, appearing to
be in tarment. Piercing wails emanated
from that part of the room as they
“suffered” in the glow of what looked
to be actual flames. (For special ef-

fects, the s used some kind
of powder to pufts of smoke,
Rickering camrdies, ard swmoking joss
sticks to prowvide streaks of smoke—
ak combining effectively to appear as
leaping Rames.)

Even in 90-degree weather, chill
bumps raced over wme as I watched.
What tremendous tlent this man
possesses to be able to write and carry
out such a drama with this group of
people, most of whom probably had
never been inside a theater.

“When did you write your first
play?" 1 asked, with a feeling of awe.

“When 1 was at Manarom,™ he re-
called. “The Lord has been good to
me, letting me be able to work with
the materials in his Word and using
his people to present these plays to
try to help others have a better under-
standing.

“I'm grateful for this tatent and
also that he has given me some knowk
edge of music.”

He certainly has some knowledge of
music, and he knows how to get others
to sing. He knows many hymns—bath
Thai and American tunes. The sing-
ing at the leprosy building is some of
the best 1 have heard in any Christian
experience.

Not only does Khun Manop sing.
but he also plays the harmonica and
the Bow (pranounced bough), a Thai
instrument. He often provides har-
monica accompaniment for a group to
sing a special number at 3 retreat.
Ot he will play background music for
Khun Dec-am-Da and some of the
gitls as they present the Thai classical
dance, a dance utilizing hands and
feet to demonstrate the story of the
song, most likely a Christian story.

“You know, Ma'am." said Khun
Manop. “l am not sure I would ever
have been so willing for the Lord to
use me had I remained physically
normal.

*1 would like to think that 1 would
have been willing, but T just don't
know," he mused.

“You really cnjoy working here,
don't you?"

“Oh yes,” he declared. “With the
duties of being superintendent of the
building, making shoes, writing plays.
helping plan for retreats, composing
songs. witnessing to the patients, and
holding nightly devotionals (which
used to last sometimes as long as two
hours!), the days are full,

“1 like it this way. 1 like to stay
busy."
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NK of the bonuses of travel is the

collage of impressions and mem-
orics—the bits and pieces of fresh in-
sight and warm  history—which re-
mains after the fatigue and frustra-
tions are forgotten,

Among the bright memories  that
cling to the meatal canvas from my
November 1969 days in the Orient
are thoase of Southern Baptist mis-
sionary journeymen in the countries 1
visited,

The major part of the afternoon of
my first Sunday in Saigon was spent
at a tenth-anniversary celebration at
Grace Baptist Church, the first Baptist
church organized as a result of South-
crn Baptist witness in Vietnam, (The
first missionaries arrived in November
1989,)

During the fellowship period that
followed  the  two-and-one-half-hour
service 1 noticed Journeyman Pamela
Willinms, Coke in hand. talking with
two young Viethamese men as  the
three stood  relaxed on the  church
steps. Wanting to capture this candid
scene on film, U turned to look for
the missionary photographer only to
bump squarely into George Pickle,
another journeyman,

Upon  learning  what 1 wanted,
George glanced at Pam and  said,
“That's the best witnessing we do.™

Soon thereafter, as 1 was leaving
the churchyard to go to English-speak-
ing Trinity Baptist Church, 1 glanced
back and saw somcething that has
driven me to  photography. George
Pickle, standing with a foot in one of
the 200 chairs which had seated the
afternoon  congregation, was  chatter-
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ing away with about 1§ slender, pretty
Victnamese young women,

The complete ease with which these
charming and delightful youths com.
municated was what stopped my exit,
Laughing, teasing one another, they
were  piercing the walls of cultural
differences. No doubt it is out of such
contacts that the “best witnessing” is
done.

However, 1 would learn that George
also follows a structured program of
work through which he ministers to
the spiritual needs of bright, sophisti-
cated young Vietnamese, He conquers
the impossible traffic of Saigon on
a Honda (helmet required by Vietnam
Baptist Mission) as he putt-putts along
the tree-lined boulevards and zigzags
around mudholes on side streets keep-
ing his appointiments,

His schedule includes teaching cul-
tural English in n boys' and a girls'
dormitory of the 19.000-student Uni-
versity of Snigon, For a Christian to
get into a university dormitory in pre-
dominantly Buddhist Saigon is a mar-
vel. For a young man to get into a
girls' dormitory to teach is a miracle,
(Even George has to be out before
dark!)

Of course, he is not permitted to
teach religion in the dormitories, but
the students know why he is in Viet-
nam, And he teaches Christianity
through his happv life and his sincere
interest in the students, And there are
Christian  concepts in much of the
English literature content of his classes.

One day when one of his classes of
young men was studying Shakespeare's
Macheth, George learned that his ef-
forts had gone deeper than cultural

By
lone @ray

tMB International Writer and Rditor

English. They had just read the words
of Macbeth:

Life's but a walking shadow,

a poor player
That struta and frets his hour

upon the atage
And then {8 heard no more: {t Is a tale
‘Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.

A student said to George, “You
don't believe that. You wouldn't come
if you believed that."

George teaches a class in Christlan
cthics in the Baptist theologleal semi-
nary in Saigon and Bible classes in
English, as well as English classes, In
his home. Located on Petrus Ky Street,
his home is “Pickle's Petrus Ky Pad."
Roofless, the top floor becomes
“Pickle's Petrus Ky Pond" when it
rains.

George is invited into the homes of
the clite of Saigon. In onc of these
he commented on the capacity for of-
fense when a person from the West
enters the culture of the East, The
Vietnamese man of the house replied,
“How can you offend when you come
in love?"

Maybe it is becausc his life Is so
fulfilling that George Pickle actually
trics to be an crrand boy for the
carcer missionaries in  Saigon. Or
maybe it is because the carcer mission-
arles of Vietnam accept the missionary
journcymen as cquals in the Mission
family. Whatever the reason, George
wants to do some of the mundanc
things which use up so much of the
time of the missionary familles.

Now 28, he will complote his two
years as a missionary journeyman this
summer. "l want to go back and get
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James P, Mumphries

Astrido a Honda, Missionary Journoyman QGoorgoe Pickie throads his way through nlgf}tmarllh traffic in 8algon.

involved,” he says of returning to the
States. He thinks Christianity's great-
est nced s In practical expression,

Our Interview followed by a few
days the November 15 war protest in
the States. Sald George of the war
moratorium: *I look at it and wonder
what my perspective would be If |
were there. From here | say of those
who opposec the war, why not come
through one of the aid programs which
help the people of Vietnam—Iif they
want to help.”

George Pickle says carcer mission-
ary scrvice is for him a real option
for the future, And, of course, Vlet-
nam Is his immediate interest,

A native of Tyler, Texas, he has a
bachelor of arts degree from Baylor
University, Waco, Texas, and a master
of divinity degrec from Southwestern
Baptist Thcological Seminary, Fort
Worth, Texns, While in the seminary
he was youth director of James Ave-
nuc Baptist Church, Fort Worth,

In his application for employment
by the Foreign Mission Board as a
misslonary journcyman, he sald, “A
concerncd rclationship which may in-
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volve personal tenslon is the focus
of my Christian ministry. I am inter-
ested in the involvement of Christian
mission in a forelgn culture,”

Now he says, "I was deflnitc about
coming to Saigon, I didn't want' to
avold a war situation,”

George Pickle is a radiant part of
my most recent travel collage. And

there is his cqually cffective and color-
ful oppositc at Nhatrang: giggling,
laughing,  Vietnamesc-speaking-and-
living Wade Akins [scc THe CoMMis-
8IoN, December 1969].

A dozen other journeymen brighten
my canvas, cach doing what he or she
can do best in the current situation,
Color journcymen brilliant!

Picklo views Saigon neighborhood from balcony of his apartment.

BSeb Marper




Not on Board

Leo AND MARY Ancheta were on
their way back to the Philippines by
ship after 40 ycars in America. Mary
scemed shy and didn't say much, but
L.co was ready to talk at length about
his country, Using his hands rcpeat-
- <z cdly to chphasize his

¥ points, Lco made his
§9 listeners catch some of
“ the excitement he holds
for his native land,

How | wished that |
could have told him that at lcast onc
Southern Baptist missionary on board
our ship was being sent to his be-
loved homeland, Instead, all 1 could
share with him was the tragic loss of
Howard and Fran Scott, They were to
go to the Philippines as missionary as-
sociates but were killed in an auto-
mobile accident before departure date.
Howard and Fran shared the same ex-
citement for the Philippines that was
cvident in Leo Ancheta, But for some
unknown reason they were not per-
mitted to go.

Could it be that through their un-
timely deaths other couples will catch
the vision they had for sharing Christ
in the Philippines? [ believe this will
happen. Perhaps soon another ship
will carry not only native sons like
Mr. Ancheta to the Philippines, but
also Southern Baptist missionaries.

KENNETH B, MiLAM
Bandung, Indonesla
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Light on the Lake

Mexico's largest lake, Chapala, more than half the size of Rhode Island,
lics 32 miles southeast of Guadalajara. Fed by the Lerma River and emptying
into the Pacific Ocean through the Santingo River, Lake Chapala forms the
hub of onc of Mexico's richest farming arcas.

To most Americans, the lnke is best known for its tourist attractions and for
its popularity as a residence area for retired people.

In the matter of religion, the people around the lake fall largely into two
broad categorics. Most of the original inhabitants are conservative, rigidly
adhering to that brand of Roman Catholicism which has long
made the state of Jalisco noted as a bastion of traditionalism.
Latccomers, on the other hand, tend to be preoccupied with mak-
ing moncy or having a good time and are gencrally indifferent to
any cxpression of Christianity.

Either way you look at it, the picturc is dark. But now a Iight
shines on Lake Chapala!

Scveral years ago the Mexican Agrarian Department commissioned Scﬁor
Carlos Castillo as head of the communal farms around the western end of the
lake. Choosing the town of Jocotepec us headquarters, he brought many mate-
rial improvements to the area. But he was unable to do much to improve his
personal life.

Castillo’s father was a Presbyterian pastor. His mother died while Castillo
was young, and, after his father's second marriage, Castillo left home as soon
ns possible. By hard work he graduated from a government agricultural school
and soon marricd a girl with an evangelical background. Nelther he nor his wife
were more than nominal Christlans, however, and as thc ycars went by they
drifted farther from childhood idenls,

By the time Castillo moved to Jocotepec, he was a victim of the vices com-
mon to the world around him. As his moral life deteriorated and problems piled
up, he contemplated suicide.

He was in such a frame of mind when he saw pass along the highway a sta-
tion wagon with stickers on its windshield and bumper reading, "Cristo, La
Unica Esperanza (Christ, the only hope).” That single statement prompted him
to recall things he had heard in his boyhood from his father,

On his next trip to Guadalajara, Castillo inquired to find who was responsible
for the stickers. Somecone directed him to Third Baptist Church, Pastor Opolonio
Herndndez told him about the Crusade of the Americas and cxplained about
hope in Christ. Castillo began attending services, That was two years ago.

Six months later, at the close of a message by Charles W. Bryan (now For-
cign Mission Board sccretary for Middle America and the Caribbean) Castillo
publicly professed faith in Christ as his only hope. He immediately offered his
home as a preaching point, and weekly services were begun.,

A few weeks ago his wife and four of their children were baptized. On a
recent weekend the Galilece Baptist Mission was formally constituted in the
Castillo home—a light to shinc in the darkness of sin and fanaticism prevailing
around Lake Chapala,

JAMES D, CraNE, Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico
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Prayer, Radio

FAITH AND WORKS are inscparable
twins that together produce miracles.
But prayer and radio also work to-
gether to produce miracles. One such
miracle happened in the Department
of Jalapa in Guatemala.

Three and a half years ago Baptists
had not entered the large castern arca

£y of Guatemala, the aren
that borders Honduras
and El Salvador.

Today Baptists lay
cliim to a growing
| church in the area's
principlc city. The church in Jalapa
already has an organized Sunday
School, Brotherhood, Woman's Mis-
sionary Union, and young people's or-
ganization. Smaller missions have
sprung up in the ncarby towns of San
Luis Jilotepeque, San Pcdro Pinula,
Monjas, and Jutiapa. Weekly we re-
ceive exciting reports of more profes-
sions of faith, more people being pre-
pared for baptism, and moroe arcas call-
ing for Baptists to come and witness.

What began the tremendous response
for Baptist witness in this arca? A
praying church and a young man listen-
ing to a radio program were brought
together by the power of the Holy
Spirit,

First Baptist Church of Zonc One
in Guatemala City some four yecars
ago coveted to pray for the Jalapa
arca. At about the same time Roberto
Martincz, a young man who lived in
the city of Jalapa, heard a Baptist
radio program. Martincz wrote a letter
that finally rcached the Guatemalan
Baptist Convention's radio and TV de-
partment director. The director, know-
ing of First Church's covenant to
pray for the Jalapa arca, gave the let-
ter to the pastor, Carlos Quilo. The
pastor answered the letter; an inter-
view was set,

The Interview produced almost un-
believable results,. The small group
Roberto served as lay pastor was soon
constituted into a mission of First
Church. In Scptember 1969 the mis-
sion became the first Baptist church in
the entire Jalapa area.

A missionary family, thc Wendall
C. Parkers, moved to Jalapa in Febru-
ary 1969. With their help, other mis-
sions arc developing into churches,
and thc Baptist witness will continue
to grow,

WILLIAM W, STENNETT
Guatemala Clty, Guatemala
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Now chapo! bullding at Klemd, Togo. Moembers aro to complote throo walls.

New Building in Togo

THE VILLAGE of Klemé is situnted in the heart of an arca infamous for
extreme pagan practices. In onc afternoon of visiting in the arca by bicycle 1
counted more than 120 idols to which frequent sacrifices are made,

We first made a contact in this arca when a man named Kodjo sought work
on u Baptist construction project in Lomé. He became interested in our actions
and beliefs and invited us to his home. A preaching station resulted.

But cven after two years of work there we often felt no progress
was being made; we had to remind oursclves that the paganism
had cxisted for centuries and would not disappear quickly. In this
arcn of poverty the prospects of building even a shelter were slight
until a special gift came from Rev. and Mrs, L. J. Keels, of Ocala,

Florida.

Evcrything moves slowly here, and we had to work through chicfs and fami-
lics to plan the construction. It finally started in Iate 1969. To conserve cxpenses
we prefabricated some parts of the building at the Baptist Mission in Lomé, and
I personally supervised construction in Klemé, 15 miles away.

Three of the walls were completed only to window level purposely. We have
learned that a completed building given to n village outright is always considered
Mission property by the villagers. The incomplete structure is quite functional
and can be completed by the congregation as they get moncy.

At the building dedication February 22 some 400 pcople were present, includ-
ing four chicfs and their councils. The highlight was a baptismal service for ten
converts, among them Kodjo, who had introduced us.

For Kodjo to make the break with tradition had been a real struggle. We
planned to include him in the first group to bz baptized several months carlier,
but as the scrvice began, he told me he could not take part. It became obvious
that a fetish priest had frightened him. Kodjo continued to attend services, and
we decided to let him sct his own pace,

After the building was finished, he told us he wanted to be baptized. He
cxplained that he had been impressed that we were willing to come und work
in his village and to spend money on a building even though we could use the
money clsewhere. | think it also demonstrated that we intend to maintain a
permancnt ministry in the villnge.

Visitors from two other villages, one of them large and without any Christian
witness, were at the dedleation. ‘They have requested that we begin work among
them.

G. CLAYTON BoND, Lomé, Togo
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Letters to the editor with comments or
criticism about this magazine or its contents
are welcome,

During my current studies in art at
Arizona State | have questioned myself
about Christian, non-Catholic art evidences
in America. My knowledge is limited, but 1
am constantly seeing a wonderful array of
Jewish art media in synagogues and some
in Lutheran (stained glass in contemporary
themes) and Unitarian worship houses. Are
there any “good™ Baptist or other “non-
works gospel™ artists? Is the only ant in
Amcerica folk art?

The article on Sadao Watanabe (Febru-
ary) was most encouraging. Maybe there
will be Christian art in our generation—
but must we kill even that in America by
our molds and stercotyped education? 1
hope not. Art can speak to all mankind
without a language barrier....

1 spoke to a man from the Foreign Mis
sion Board at Southwestern Seminary in
1952 when [ was a student there. 1 asked it
there was a field where 1 could use my arnt
knowledge, and he would not even discuss
it with me. How thankful T am that Mus,
(Hugh H.) Young has been permitted to
minister for the Lord through this means.
Times do change, after all, in the Christian
world,

Mrs. Charles A. LaFon
Tempe, Arizona

1 have been a subscriber and reader of
Tt CoMmmission for many years. T have
folt your changes were good until you de-
loted the index from the December issue,

As a Sunbeam leader, involved WMS
member, and, hopefully, informed Christian,
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1 used the index regulrly and still have
cvery issue of The Conmmissian golng dback
nine years. OQur children even use articles in
their school work.

Please pat the index bdack. v is much
hetter than having to remember to write
for &t each year.

Thank you for a fine magazine.

Mrs. David D, Johnson
Baton Rouge, Lounisiana

A large part of my time in mission work
i spent writing programs for one \WMU,
YWAs, and GAs. As 1 began to search for
material on Mexico, U lkarned the 1969
index had not been included in the Decem-
ber e of Tur Conaussian, My first
thought was that perhaps Rt was not ready
for December and would appear in the
January 1970 issee. That magazine has now
arrived, and 1 found no index.

You can never realize how aften 1 use the
index. Surely others da. too. Does the
Foreign Mission Board continue to classify
articles for their own reference? If so
would there be a duplicate copy of the index
available?

Mrs. FL B Milhy
Gwelo, Rhadesia

The index to the 1969 issues, as am
nounced, was produced scparately instead
of belnp a part of the December itssue
Coples have been matied to all these who
have requested H. A copy of the tadex &
available to anyowe, free, upon request.
Addresst tndex, The Commistion, P.O. Box
6597, Richmond, Va. 23236,

We as a pastor's family and pastor enjoy
and appreciate Tur CoMMissION,

We did tharoughly enjay the article “The
Caridbbean: A Regional Approach™ in the
March issue, as my hushand was in Trinidad
last year in February on an evangelistic
crusade, and the year befare he was in
Jamaica on a crusade,

Mrs. Jerrell G, \White
Murray. Kentucky

Thank you very much for the March is-
sue. Both the imaginative layout and the
sensitive articles written by Miss Johnson
made the issue one of great meaning. We
who share dreams for the Caribbean are
greatly heartened by knowing that Southern
Baptists will focus not only attention but
also prayer on its island neighbors of the
Caribbean,

A. Clark Scanlon
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

The March issue . . . brought back a
number of memories of the Jamaica con-
ference this past summer, but more than
that 1 am delighted that . . . attention [has
been called] to this marvelous area of the
world's globe,

Darold H. Morgan
Dallas, Texas

1 would like to make a few comments in
regard to the article “Soviet Visitors™ in
the March issue,

All churches with state approval in the
USS.R. must subject their conduct to
Communist rule.

Ministers are selected by the state, and
they must not evangelize.

Most of the Bibles in Russia are concealed
when they are not in use.

Children dare not attend religious meet-
ings until they are 19 yecars of age.

Foreign missionartes are not allowed in
Russia,

There is no possible union of bidblical
Chnstianity with godless, atheistic, and
atanic communism,

It Christianity is seemingly so well ac
cepted, then why is underground evangelism
in Russia so active?

1 question the reports of the stateap-
proved ministers and would like to suggest
that we do not believe their lies.

Harry H. Douma
Pilat Knob, Missourt

1 read with interest the letters in the
March issue. 1 had to go and look for the
January issue to see if the art work was
really that bad (Letters, March). After all,
It} just a matter of taste of what different
people like or dislike.

Then as 1 glanced through the pages 1
was reminded of the picture of the people
appointed in November. 1 just wish they all
could be smiling and showing a happy
Christian face. Now 1 picked up the Decem.
ber issue . . . and saw all those pictures of
happy faces appainted in October.

John P. Campbell
Donelson, Tennessee

Thanks for a wonderful maonthly Taw
CoMMISSION!

Mrs. E. C. Flowers

Mesa, Arizona

The new look of Turk CoMMISSION s
bath exciting and challenging. Keep up the
good work.

James H. Bitner
Vifia del Mar, Chile

1 have just finished reading “lmpact:
Mission 70" (March) and 1 think it's great
that you're trying to help college students
and people of the ghetto, but what about
me? 1 neither dig the way-out life of the
hippiec ar want to conform to the standards
of the “middle~class suburban™ people. I'm
still in high school and a member of the
“middle clans™ society. Don't 1 count?

1. oo, am disenchanted with the Baptist
church. As a matter of fact, I don't even
g0 to church any more because every time
1 go | feel like a hypocrite. But 1 want to
attend church if only to fellowship with
other Christians, but not in the type of
church | have around me.

At one time (not too long ago) 1 wanted
to be a missionary, but boy, have 1 changed
my mind! Why? Because “my™ church
stifled my desires and ideas about things to
aid the church in Christ's cause. The
“elders™ of my church seemed to be con-
Mantly, contradicting themselves (1) by
saying. “This is the future of the church,”
but not letting me help shape the future of
the church, and (2) by preaching and saying
that we should live for Christ all weok but
not spansoring our meetings (class meotings,
GAs, and RAs). In other words, they were
doing the exact opposite of what they were
saying.

If this is what Christianity and the Baptist
church are like, no thanks: I'd just as soon
not belong.

(Name withheld)
Georgetown, Indiana
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Missionaries Appointed

March 1970

EAST AFRICA: Sammy G. Turacr, bom
at Van Buren, Ark., Nov. 9, 1937, Grad.
uate: Ouachita Baptist University: attended
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
(M.Div. due May 1970). He served in the
US. Navy 1955-87, and has worked for
an oil company and as a painter and
clectrician. He has been pastor in Arkansas
and Missourt, since 1967 at Union Church,
Orrick, Mo. Bxpected type of service:
general evangelism. Bornle Sherman Turm.
er, born at Conneaut, Ohio, Nov. 23, 1941,
Attended Midwestern Seminary. She has
been a camp counselor and has worked as
a photographer's assistant. Marriage: Aug.
27, 196}, Child: James David, Aug. 24,
1969. (Present address: Rt. 1, Box 101,

KOREA: Charles D. Sands 11, born at
St. Petersburg, Fla., Dec. 19, 1940, Grad-
wate: St. Petersburg Junior College: Uni-
versity of Florida: attended Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary. He has
worked as a pharmacist since 1964 in Fort
Pierce, Fla., St. Petersburg, and most re-
cently as Wake Forest, N.C. Expected type
of service: pharmacy. EHzabeth (Betty)
Leedy Sands, born at Cleveland, Ohio, May
22, 194}, Attended Southeastern Seminary.
She has worked as a secretarykey punch
operator and as receptionist. Marriage: July
. 196}, Children: Wendy Sue, Apr. 28,
1965: Kimberly Ann, Apr. 26, 1967, (Pres-
ent address: 309 Rice Cir., Wake Forest,
N.C. 27587)

NORTH BRAZIL: Linda Lee Crawford,
born at Bagdad, Fla,, June 2R, 1943, Grad.

Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary
(M.R.E. due May 1970). She served as a
Home Mission Board summer missionary
in Michigan in 1964 and in Texas in 1963,
and was a Girls' Auxiliary camp worker in
Mississippi in 1969, She has been a welfare
wuorker for the state public welfare depart.
ment in Chipley, Fla,, and assistant director
for a weekday ministry program at Jeffer
son Street Baptist Chapel, Louisville, Ky.
Expected type of service: social work. (Pres-
cent address: Box &9, 2828 Lexington Rd.,
Louisville, Ky. 402086.)

ARGENTINA: Leon S. White, born at
Dothan, Ala, Jan. 28, 1941, Graduate:
Howard College (now Samford University)
Southeastern  Seminary  (M.Div.). He
served in the US. Army in 1959 and 1961-
62 and hay worked as a library assistant
in Birmingham, Ala. He has been pastor
at Billingsley, Ala., Chapel Hill, N.C,, and,
since 1968, at Richmond Hill Church,
Boonville, N.C. Expected type of service:
general  cevangelism,  Sarah  Tyler White,
born at Birmingham, Ala.,, Sept. 8, 1940,

Graduate: Howard College. She taught
school in  Alabama  1962-63. Marriage:
Dec. 2}, 1961, Child: Melanie Dianne,

Dec. 10, 1967, (Present address: Rt. 1, Box

Orrick, Mo. 64077.) nate:  Carson-Newman College: attended 213, Boonville, N.C, 27011.)
McConngit, Dr. & Mo WL Cecil, Chile, Marriages
Qury, Alma, S, 8racil, s
\ N Giveary, Miriam Ang, dauahtet of Rev, Mra,
ﬁ'&?&&u‘%‘& M“n L ‘l‘ tx'z:“ ntine. Tom O, Gullan_ ¢ «p«n‘n\ S/Sqt. k&nnﬂh
WestmoretAnn, Rev. & Mra, James N.. Rhodesia. Lioyd Taylor, Feb. 21, Tukyo, Japan.

FAMILY ALBUM

Current addresses of Foreign Mizsion Board missi

tN\ML Imludin mulm lastonaries, are aval bh

th% isslonary onnel, publithed quar
terly by t Burd‘n epartment of Missionary Edutation
and anoton The Dlres {3 avallable free on request
from the department, Box 8397, Richmond, ‘h N0,

Arrivals from the Field

nuhunub\ Mn Le ﬁ(?hmpplm(} Brazil).
urmon rag

Ravany

nyRro, l\w Mr xhrr Gmmouh
DENMARK, Rev Mra (Nigeria).
Donsan, Rev. & m Ma nutco B oxlm)

Davie, Rev. l\ C.
Hane, Pat A n (am
Lanter, Minnie Lou (s

Donald (Costa Rice).
pmj n)mo\ Ga),

L.inowaLL, Rev. \lbe t N. (G (‘mmmala}
MceNrALL, Rev, n.\‘ Kq. Brazil).
Paar, Rev. Mn \ endell (Fr } n’ Indies).
!“smmn. aev h w } " ).
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WitLiams ane
Wise, Rev. Gene Il

Departures to the Field

ALLARD, Rev. & Mrk.l Charles, Brazil.
3::."#31; 'l{:: Mp. C leg W,, 4 1]
\ arle entina.
Jouiey, Rev, Mr Bu% ‘r atl n«"
Ewis, Mrs. Francla
UNSFORD, Rcv

T u “Mllpmnn)
#‘ 3‘.«

L.. Indonesia.
m Jamey A.. 'S\ Breail,
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Retirements

Humeneey, Bdith, (Mrs, ). H ) emeritun; CAina,
Nawaii, l‘Mmann‘ Aptil |

Resignations
Fanony, D, & M. Roy W, Nt a Mu n.
Hocum, Merna Jean, G ane, N }
Powely, Gwen (urmlm for Jordan Mar AR
VestaL, Rev. & N Gordon, CAi e. Feb, 28,

Asslgnmenta Terminated
l)mm Rev Mrs. John P. (assoc.), Gwyanra,

Nuun I‘M Ann (apec. proj. nurse), Gaze, Feb, 1.

Births and Adoptions
Stephen cmm\ son of Rev, M,
Frederick N §

) And m um Mar. 10
Druaty u. mnlel '%’e on \ 'y ‘sm Roger
Brubec k w ma ‘iur

Ho»n imo 'z
cm

( & Mra. John
Hopper
r:m Martk, son d ov Nn Ja‘c'k M.

Shetby (appointed for Aalaysia), Mu .
SorreiLy, Jeruaha Lee wah\r of R & Men
Wayne E. Sorrells (N, ih, O« . 1969

Deaths
Briuy, Horau H.. father of Rev. Kenneth R
Bnu

Moo D l". 7\0\« of lum F. Moon (Nigeria),
Mu\ \ pommox

PeTeRsON, | \h“ Q “dlnn (Mrs. Wiltlam
F, Jr) an cuado ar. 2. Bloomington,

tin
s»um. Hok
America), %\hl‘ 53\

ANDERTUN

n ot Rev
w:m‘

Id rep.. Spanish  South
lchmon‘:l \N\N

Correction on Field

In the article “Second Career," about
Missionary Associate Dono W. Moore, in
the April issue (page 4), his assigned fiold
was incorrectly stated as Liberia. Moore is
serving as Mission treasurer in Ghana.

1970 EDITION

“telly 1t ke It L
scriptural, unique, fresh, and easy to' use plan
for your Christian wltnmlw on camp\n. In the
“marketplace’ of tnllyu life, and In your church
anm inspired by my Graham's N.Y, nd's
ale message. Created
bomom Only $3.30

It's a colorful,

compact,

S8C tayman Mark Cul.
nd 106 for

. Waren J{"n
0 so&t WINNING Bk

\ I:' It‘\ga'uc fon 110

ampie) <€oO (1{ I |

og kommkmclm Bo
am gv‘um:ssmé AN




NEWS

FOREIGN MISSION BOARD
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Laos Added after Survey

The designation of Laos as n new field of mission work by the Foreign Mis-
sion Board in March followed survey of mission prospects in Laos in recent
months by Board representatives, including R. Keith Parks, secretary for South-
cast Asin. Parks said that, according to liberal estimates, there are in Laos
about 30,000 Christinns, about 1 percent of the population. Buddhism is the
national religion.

Parks suggested that Southern Baptists concentrate initial efforts in Vientiane,
administrative capital of Laos. He particularly suggested ministries to a new
university in Vientiane as a possible starting point.

In talks with representatives of other Protestant missionary groups in Laos,
Southern Baptists have stressed that they would strengthen and complement
rather than compete. Landlocked Laos borders North Vietnam, China, Burma,
Thailand, Cambodia, and South Vietnam. In many arcas the country is dis-
turbed by war and controlled by Communist forces.

“It doesn't seem rational or spiritual to allow the uncertain political future
of L.aos to prevent our witnessing to the current generation,” Parks said.

Laos, he added, “opens the possibility of a Christian experience to a new
language group, a new cultural group, a new community of people which would
not be opened by simply multiplying churches and/or mission strength in
ncighboring nations.™

Invitation to a Plantation

In an arca of castern Java, Indoncesia, where Islam is strong, a missionary was
asked to conduct a service on a government plantation. To the missionary's sur-
prise, the plantation manager sent trucks to three ncighboring plantations to
pick up interested persons, More than S00 attended.

The missionary preached and showed a biblical film, and government officials
spoke about the cxistence of religious freedom in Indonesin. One official said
he had seen nothing like it during his 19 years in the area.

Bicycles Bullt for Two

Enjoying a springtime bicycle ride at Foreign Mission Board missionary orienta:
tion, near Pine Mountain, Georgia, are Dr. John D. Freeman, his wife, Nancy, and
their childron, Lloyd Dungan and Andrew Richard. The Freemans are to serve In
Thalland. When the 14.weck oriontation session ended April 17, the 84 new mis.
sionary personnel (39 couples, with 90 children, and six single missionaries) began
final preparations for departing to their fields. The next orientation session will
open Seoptomber 7 and closo Decomber 11. W. David Lockard directs orientation.
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Florida Session

During the March meeting of the For
oign Mission Board, held at Southside
Baptist Church, Lakeland, Florida, Fon
H. Scofield, Jr. (left), associate secre-
tary for audio.visuals, and Eugene L.
Hill, secretary for missionary education
and promotion, look over reports. The
Board appointed seven new missionaries
at the meeting, the first time in Board
history it had appointed missionaries in
a Baptist church outside Richmond, Va.

Institute Growing

Enrolment at a Baptist language insti-
tute in northern lItaly has almost doubled
during the past year, mainly because of
the school's reputation, reported Mission.
ary Charles W. Oliver, program director
for the institute, located at Rivoli on the
outskirts of densely populated Turin.
The school now has 66 students. Last
year 36 were enrolled.

The cnrolment gain is partly due to
the fact that the institute, now in its
fourth year, is adding a new class lovel
cvery year until it has five, said Buro-
pean Baptist Press Seorvice. Oliver ox-
pects enrolment to reach a peak of 125
students. Student age range is 14 to 19
years.

The school provides a bridge between
the tiny Baptist constituency in Italy and
the Italian society as a whole, said
Oliver. Purpose of the institute is to
make a student proficient in three
modern foreign languages. Oliver spe-.
cializes in teaching English. German and
French are the other two main lan-
guages. Russian is also taught. The insti-
tute also offers classes in other subjects.

Also on the institute's grounds are a
small Baptist secminary and a neighbor-
hood kindergarten, caring for 70 chil.
dren. A night school for adults has more
than SO people studying English.

THE COMMISSION




lart

or-
de
on

on
he
es
ird
in
fa.

ti-
ed
of

or
he

st

to
its
7el

X~

25

en
nd
ud
to
ee
e-
nd

iti-
1s.

Jr-

iil-
re

ON

180,000 a Day

World population reached 3 billion
483 million in mid-1968, an increase
of 63 million in a year, according to
the new United Nations Demographic
Yearbook, Religious News Service
reported.

In the last five years about 300 mil-
lion persons have been added to the
world’s population—more than half
the population of Europe. The growth
rate over this period has averaged 1.9
percent annually, a rate which, if con-
tinued, would double world population
in 39 years.

The daily increase in world popula-
tion in the last five years averaged
180,000 (the daily number of births,
approximately 320,000, less the daily
deaths, around 140 ,000).

According to the yearbook, the fol-
lowing are the 15 largest populated
countries, in rank order: (1) Com-
munist China, 730 million; (2) India,
524 million; (3) Soviet Union, 238
million; (4) United States, 201 mil-
lion; (5) Indonesia, 113 million; (6)
Pakistan, 110 million; (7) Japan, 101
million; (8) Brazil, 88 million; (9)
Nigeria, 63 million; (10) West Ger-
many, 58 million; (11) Britain, 55
million; (12) Italy, 53 million; (13)
France, 50 million; (14) Mexico, 47
million; (15) Philippines, 36 million.

Family Witness

A challenge to Baptist churches and
missionaries in Indonesia to make use
of “family evangelism” was issued by
Hubert N. (Ted) Lindwall, missionary
to Guatemala, during a tour of Java,
Missionary George R. Trotter related.

Speaking to rallies in nine cities,
Lindwall told how he had stumbled
onto a method of reaching entire fami-
lies for Christ. In Guatemala two lay-
men followed his suggestion to hold
services in homes on a coffee planta-
tion. As a result, family after family
became Chr1st1ans

Then Lindwall found “that the two
believers had a different concept of
home services than mine. I meant for
them to meet in one another’s homes,
taking turns. Instead, they held their
Services in the homes of non-Chris-
tians! These were the homes whose
members had made professions of
falth &

“Continued meetmgs in the home,
said Lindwall, “often serve to win
other members of the larger family as
Well as friends and neighbors.”

MAY 1970

A Killer Named Lassa

Lassa Virus, first discovered in an outbreak in Nigeria in 1969, has taken the
life of Dr. Jeanette Troup, senior medical officer for Sudan Interior Mission
(SIM) at their Evangel Hospital in Jos, according to SIM news report.

Lassa Fever was named after the Nigerian town from which came the first
victim—ILaura Wine, a Church of the Brethren missionary.

Ten days after her death in Byangel Hospital, SIM Nurse Charlotte Shaw,
who had cared for her, also died. Then SIM Nurse Lily Pinneo at Evangel Hos-
pital came down with similar symptoms, Critically ill, she was flown to New
York City. Although near death, she somehow recovered.

Dr. Troup made meticulous notes on the three cases and took blood specimens
from the two who died. These were flown to New York with'Nurse.Pinneo.

Under the initiative of Dr, John D. Frame, SIM medical consultant in New
York and assistant professor of tropical medicine at Columbia University, vir-
ologists at the Yale Arbor Virus Research Unit, collaboratmg with doctors at
Columbia Umversxty and in West Africa, isolated the virus from the blood
samples. The virus can be seen only under an electron microscope; detailed
descriptions have been sent to hospitals in Africa,

In June 1969, Dr, Casals, a leading world virologist who was working w1th
the Yale team, became ill. Doctors suspected Lassa Fever as an infection ac-
quired in the laboratory, As an emergency measure they asked Nurse Pinneo
to fly to New York City from her home in Rochester, New York. Blood, con-
taining antibodies, was withdrawn from her and given Dr. Casals, He recovered,

Last November a Yale lab technician became ill. Since he had not worked
directly with the Lassa project, no one suspected the mystery virus. After his
death, investigation revealed he had been infected with the virus.

; Early this year Dr. Troup reported a fresh outbreak of Lassa Fever in the

Yos area. Ten Nigerians died, including four on the hospital’s medical staff. In
performing an autopsy on one of these Dr. Troup suffered a minor cut on her
hand. She became ill, and, despite serum from a patient who had recovered, she
died nine days later.

The infection can involye almost all of the bodys organs. Symptoms vary
widely: a fever as high as 107 degrees; mouth ulcers; skin rash with tiny hemor-
rhages; pneumonia; infection of the heart leading to cardiac failure; kidney
damage; severe muscle aches.

Miss Pinneo has now returned to Africa, taking with her a smalt supply of
plasma from herself and Dr. Casals. Dr. Frame has outlined investigations for
her to make to help determine the origin and spread of the disease,

“The discovery of this virus has evoked a great deal of excitement in public
health, medical, and missionary circles,” said Dr. Frame in a special report to
Africa Now, SIM publication, “This fever likely explains many mysterious deaths
of missionaries in West Africa over many years, These deaths were vaguely
ascribed to fever, typhus, and cerebral malaria.”

Concluded Dr. Frame: “We hope that we can learn enough about this disease
in the next few months to prevent any more missionary deaths from Lassa
Fever. We must use the information that Dr. Troup collected at the cost of her
life, as well as the research of other scientists, to solve thls newly discovered
but probably ‘old’ fever ”

Bandung Centers Offer Help

At the new Baptist student center in Bandung, Indonesia, 300 persons have
enrolled for English Bible classes. Others drop in to read, study, talk, play
games, sing, and listen to tape recordings.

A mission center in Bandung, launched by missionaries two years ago, has
begun a new program: offering a tutoring service for dropouts and potential
dropouts from school. Through thls ministry several persons in this traditionally
unresponsive area have accepted Christ.

Conference in Tokyo To Precede Congress

An international conference on Christian teaching and training will be held in
Tokyo, Japan, July 7-10, just before the Baptist World Congress, according to an
announcement from Baptist World Alliance headquarters.

The BWA’s Commission on Christian Teaching and Training will sponsor the
conference. Attendance will be by invitation. Participants will come from Baptist
unions and conventions around the world. Similar conferences were held in connec-
tion with Baptist World Congress meetings in 1960 and 1965.
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Brazilian Gratitude

A plaquo from Brazilian Baptists oxprossing gratitude to the Foreign Mission
Board is prosontod to Frank K. Means (right), FMB seocrotary for South Amer-
ica, by H. Victor Davis, field roprosontative for Brazil, while Davis was at FMB
offices in Richmond, Virginia, for a meoting. Davis received the plaque at the Bra.
zillan Baptist Convontion's annual meoting oarlier this year. The plaque, in the
shapo of Brazil, is cut from jacaranda wood and bears a silver plaque with a trib.
ute in Portuguoso: ''Honoring tho missionaries that ostablished the Baptist work
in Brazil beginning in 1882, tho Brazilian Baptist Convontion offers this symbol
of gratitudo to the Foroign Mission Board of the Southorn Baptist Convention
for tho 1258 yoars of their blossed labor. ‘Josus Christ, Our Hope' (1 Tim. 1l:l)
Salvador, Bahia, 1970." Tho plaque was prosonted to the FMB at its April meeting.

Topic: Medical Missions

Tho noods and opportunitios In medical missions received special attention during a
medical missions conferonce at Richmond, Virginia, March 20-21. It included group
discussions like this ono. Foroign Mission Board officials and medical missionarios
from hospitals in Nigorin, Gaza, and Indonesia mot with students and practitioners
In medicine, nursing, and auxiliary sorvices. Tho 112 participants included students

from 21 institutions in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Maryland, Virginia,
and Kentucky. Ono guest spoaker was David Akande, a Nigorian studying in the

U.S. who is to return to Nigoria in Juno to sorve at a Baptist medical center.
Ho spoke on the contributions of medical missions in his country. The conference
thome was ‘‘Hore Is My Lifo." Similar conferonces were heold in Atlanta, Georgia;
Dallas, Toxas; and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, in April. Miss Edna Frances Dawkins,
an assoclato socrotary for missionary personnel, directs the modical conferences.

Renneth A, Laween

i

HOKE SMITH, JR.

Born St Augustine, Fla,, Aug. 6, 1920
Dicd Richmond, Va, March 28, 1979

Missionary fleld representative for
Spanish South America, Hoke Smith,
Jr., died unexpectedly March 23 in a
Richmond, Va., hospital, following an
operation. He was 43, He and other

3 had taken part in
a periodical briefing
session at  Foreign
Mission Board of-
fices the preceding
week. A  momorial
servico was held at
the Board March 26,
The funeral was at
Longview, Tex., on
Easter Sunday, March 29,

As a field representative, Smith was
a personal link between the Board and
more than 300 missionaries in Argen:
tinn, Chile, Colombdia, Ecuador, Para-
guay, Peru, Umn\mf. and Venczuela,

He and his family had moved to

Cali, Colombia, last August following
a year's furlough, during which he
taught at Southwestern Baptist Theolog-

ical  Seminary, Fort Worth, Tox.
Earlier Smith had been field represen.
tative in Argentina, Chile, Uruguay,
and Paraguay for seven years. During
that time he and his family lived in
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Smith was appointed a missionary in
1952 and served for nine years as pro-
fessor of New Testament at Interna-
tional Baptist Theological Seminary,
Cali. He held the B.A. degree from the
University of South Carolina, Colum-
bia, and the B.D. and Th.D. degrees
from Southwestern Seminary. He
served as pastor in Toxas while a
student,

Survivors include his wife and four
children, three of whom live in Cali,
The oldest, Arleigh, is a student at
Hardin-Simmons University, Abilene,
Tex.

MK Killed in Accident

Thomas S. Green, Jr, son of mission-
uries to Argenting, died March 26 in Hous.
ton, Texas. An elevator company employee,
he was the victim of an accident on the job.
He would have turned 24 in May and
entered military service.

He was married 18 months ago to Miss
Dendrin Arnold of Houston,

His parents, Rev. & Mrs. T. S. Green,
Sr., were transfoerred to Argentina last year
from Paraguay.

Mrs. Reber’s Father Dies

W. M. Montgomery, the father of Mrs.
Sidney C. Reber, of Richmond, Virginia,
died March 18 in Beaumont, Toxas. He waa
77. Mrs. Reber is the wife of the director
of the Foreign Mission Board's Manage-
ment Services Division. Montgomery was a
deacon and church treasurer in Beaumont.

THE COMMISSION




Missions Update . . .

MAY 1970 a1

AFTER DETAINMENT IN BEIRUT, LEBANON, FOR NEARLY TWO DAYS BY 'NON-OFFICIAL FORCES,"
MISSIONARY JAMES F. KIRKENDALL WAS RELEASED, WEARY BUT UNHARMED. IN A TELEPHONE CALL
REPORTING THE EVENT, MISSIONARY JAMES K. RAGLAND WAS GUARDED IN DETAIL BUT SAID THAT
KIRKENDALL HAD BEEN WELL TREATED. AN ASSOCIATED PRESS RELEASE FROM BEIRUT SAID KIRKEN-
DALL TOOK A "WRONG TURN" AND DROVE INTO AN AREA WHERE HE WAS STOPPED AND H
HOURS BY PALESTINIAN GUERRILLAS. THEY GAVE NO CLEAR REASON FOR DETAINING KIRKENDALL.

A SPECIAL SERVICE AT THE MOSQUE AUDITORIUM IN RICHMOND, VA., APRIL 14 MARKED THE
125TH _ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOREIGN MISSION BOARD. AT THE SERVICE, HELD AS A PART OF THE
FULL MEETING OF THE BOARD, FOUR COUPLES WERE APPOINTED MISSIONARIES, AND ONE COUPLE
AND ONE SINGLE WOMAN WERE EMPLOYED AS MISSIONARY ASSOCIATES.

JOHN B, FALCONER, PASTOR OF HISTORIC PROVIDENCE BAPTIST CHURCH
IN LIBERIA, WEST AFRICA, DIED APRIL S IN GREENVILLE, LIBERIA, WHERE
HE HAD GONE TO ATTEND A BAPTIST MEETING. A NATIVE OF MISSISSIPPI,
FALCONER HAD BEEN A LEADER IN LIBERIAN BAPTIST WORK FOR ALMOST A
QUARTER CENTURY. HE WAS A MISSIONARY OF NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION,
U.S.A., INC., FOR 19 YEARS. HE HAD BEEN PROVIDENCE PASTOR SINCE 1962,

OF A POPULATION IN LAOS OF 3 MILLION, SOME 700,000 ARE REFUGEES, ACCORDING TO ASIAN
CHRISTIAN SERVICE, REPORTED RELIGIQUS NEWS SERVICE. THE NUMBER WAS SAID TO HAVE IN-
CREASED BY 200,000 IN THE PAST YEAR. THE FOREIGN MISSION BOARD IN MARCH VOTED TO
SEEK MISSIONARIES TO ENTER LAQS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.

THE SNARLS IN SOME AIRLINE TRAVEL, THE RESULT OF A ''SICK-QUT" BY AIR TRAFFIC CON-
TROLLERS, LED TO REARRANGEMENT OF ORIENTATION PLANS FOR STUDENT SUMMER MISSIONARIES,
WHO ARE PLANNING TO SERVE IN 22 COUNTRIES THIS SUMMER. A MEETING OF SOME 69 STUDENTS
FROM 17 STATES, SCHEDULED FOR FMB OFFICES IN RICHMOND, VA., APRIL 3-&, WAS CANCELLED.
INSTEAD, ORIENTATION WAS TO BE HELD AT BAPTIST STUDENT UNION LEADERSHIP TRAINING
CONFERENCES IN FIVE STATES DURING APRIL.

SINCE THE TWO-STORY BAPTIST STUDENT CENTER WAS OPENED IN MANILA, PHILIPPINES, LAST
OCTOBER, 127 STUDENTS HAVE MADE PERSONAL COMMITMENTS OF THEIR LIVES TO CHRIST; 16 OF
THEM REQUESTED BAPTISM, REPORTED MISSIONARY ROBERT L. STANLEY. IN THE SAME PERIOD MORE
THAN 3,400 STUDENTS HAVE REQUESTED ACTIVITY CARDS. HUNDREDS OF OTHERS VISIT THE CENTER.
THE $60,000 CENTER INCLUDES LIBRARY, STUDY AREA, RECREATIONAL AREA. MISSIONARY W. R.
(BILL) WAKEFIELD, DIRECTOR, SAID THE BUILDING HAS CAUSED INCREASE IN STUDENT INTEREST.

AN APPROACH TO MEDICAL MINISTRIES THAT FOCUSES ON OVERALL COM-
MUNITY HEALTH 1S BEING CONSIDERED BY FMB LEADERS. MEDICAL MISSIONS
TRADITIONALLY HAVE EMPHASIZED TREATMENT CENTERS IN COMMUNITIES.

AS A TEAM MINISTRY, THE COMMUNITY HEALTH PLAN DOES NOT NEGLECT THE
CURATIVE CENTER BUT INSTEAD EMPHASIZES HEALTH EDUCATION AND PREVENTIVE
MEDICINE. A COMMUNITY'S TEAM WOULD PROBABLY INCLUDE DOCTORS, DENTISTS,
HYGIENISTS, SOCIAL WORKERS, HOME ECONOMISTS, TEACHERS, AND OTHERS.,

JOHN D. W. WATTS HAS RESIGNED AS PRESIDENT OF BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, RUSCH-
LIKON, SWITZERLAND, BUT WILL CONTINUE AS PROFESSOR OF OLD TESTAMENT. HE WAS ONE OF THE
SCHOOL'S ORIGINAL STAFF MEMBERS WHEN IT OPENED IN 1948, HE BECAME PRESIDENT IN 1964,

PANAMA BAPTIST CONVENTION HAS ADOPTED A STRUCTURAL CHANGE TO ASSUME MORE RES_P_m’) Sl-
BILITY FOR ITS FINANCES AND PROGRAM LEADERSHIP. THE CHANGE WOULD BECOME EFFECTIVE NEXT
YEAR, WHEN A NEW CONSTITUTION IS TO BE PRESENTED. THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST HOME MISSION
BOARD HAS PROVIDED LEADERSHIP AND FRATERNAL ASSISTANCE FOR PASTORS' SALARIES SINCE THE
PANAMA CONVENTION WAS FOUNDED 11 YEARS AGO. THE MOVE NOW IS TO MAKE THE WORK INDIGENOUS.
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Totality

The March 7 solar oclipse was visiblo in
totality at only a few locations on the
North American continent, including the
castorn odge of Virginia. Jamos E. Logag,
motion picture and rocording techniclan
at tho Forelgn Mission Board, sot up
camoras at Virginia Beach. Among his
photos was this one showing totality.
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Miss Annette Moriwoathor presonts concort in Taichung, Talwan,

Gospel Presented In Concerts

“This is the most interesting and moving presentation of the Christian
message 1 have heard,” commented a non-Christinn news reporter as Miss
Annctte Meriweather concluded her concert in Taiwan with a sclection of
Negro spiritunls and her personal testimony.

Four concerts by Miss Meriweather In Taiwan were attended by more than
6,700 persons, most of them unafillated with any church. Miss Meriweather,
an American Negro opern singer who resides in Rome, Italy, presented the
concerts upon invitation of the evangelistic crusade committee of the Taiwan
Baptist Convention, reported Misstonary Harlan E. Spurgeon,

T. W. Hunt, professor at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort
Worth, Texas, was accompanist. During his sabbatical leave he is teaching
at the Spanish Baptist Theological Seminary, Barcelona, Spain,

More than 70 reporters attended press conferences in three cities prior
to Miss Meriweather's visits, “There was not a Christian among them,”
Spurgeon reported. “Thus the news. conferences became an opportunity to
share the gospel of Christ. Gospel portions and Christinn literature were
distributed to cach one. The press conferences resulted in the best news
coverage Baptists have ever recelved in Taiwan."

The singer's arrival was filmed for later network television news coverage
In Taiwan, and her first concert was video-taped for Inter broadcast,

Miss Mcriweather also sang and gave her Christian testimony during Febru-
ary and March in Dacca, East Pakistan; Penang and Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia;
Bangkok, Thailand: Hong Kong: Macao; and several cities in Indonesia,

In Djakarta, Indonesia, o 25-minute live television program with the singer
had a potential audience of 500,000, said Missionary William R. O'Brien. A
radio interview with her was broadeast to the entire country, “the first time we
have made network radio in Indonesia,” said O'Brien.

NEW ADDRESS?

Moving to a new addren?
let The Commission know 10
we can keep your magatine Atach Laboel Here
coming to you every month,

Paite the address label from
the back cover of The Com.
mission In the 1pace provided,
Fill in your new address and
mall to

(Please print)

Edltor Name __ _ . __ _ __ _
The Commission

Box 6307
Richmond, Va. 30390 NEW Address.
Please allow six weeks for
change of addres. (If label s
not avallable, be sure to send
your old addren, Including sip
code.) City. - - _ _. .State
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A partial view of church auditorium. After the roof
collapsed, all tho roof was romoved for enlargoment.

An unusual event that could have been a tragedy has heen
related by a Baptist in Fortaleza, Ceard, Brazil, and translated
hy Missionary J. Daniel Luper. The author is a dentist with

offices in Gill Memorial Hospital, a Baptist institution in
Fortaleza,

IT WAS a Sunday like any other—December 21, 1969,
It was the first day of Christmas week, and at First
Baptist Church, Fortaleza, Ceard, Brazil, committece mect-
ings were scheduled as usual, the choir was rehearsing o
cantata, and members had much to talk about with
friends after worship services,

However, on that particular Sunday night not o single
committee met, and it was decided after church to dis-
pense with the usunl cholr rehearsal. Afterward, members
could not recall a Sundny when such circumstances had
occurred simultancously. That night, for somc reason,
cveryone was in a hurry. For the church members, the
hurry turned out to be the providence of God.

Less than a half hour after the close of the evening
services, the church roof, with its heavy beams and tiles,
caved in. If members had remained, as was customary,
they would have faced o tragedy that would have saddened
almost every family in the church,

As we gazed in o daze at the rubble that filled the
sanctuary where we had been with dozens of the brethren
just minutes before, we felt a strange emotion, We under-
stood perfectly that when we looked down into the sanc-

tunry we were looking on a near tragedy amid the.

confusion of beams, tiles, and broken pews.

When we looked above us, we could see the night sky
through the empty space overhead, with nothing to keep
us from contemplating the love and providence of God
in holding up that roof until we had all left the sanctuary.

For us, the members of First Baptist Church, the
Christmas just past was the best we can remember, for we
reccived from God the best present: the preservation of
our lives,

We recalled the prayer of Dr. Augusto Nogucira
Paranagud, former congressman to the House of Repre-

The Night
| the Roof
| Fell in

BY ARISTOBULO MUNGUBA

sentatives in the State of Piauf, at the morning worship:

We thank Thee, Holy God, for the blessings we
have received from thy hands, blessings so numorous
that, even If wo tried, we could not enumerate them
one by one. We likewise thank Thee for those bless-
ings that Thou hast provided of which we are not
aware, of the evils which Thou didst not permit to
rench us, of the occasions when Thou didst change
our plans for our well-being, of the times when Thou
didst answer no to our requests, knowing what was
best for us,

At the rubble 1 stood with two friends. One of them
was Ademar Pacgle, our young pastor from Santa Cata-
rinn in the south of Brazil, whom God had called some
two years carlier to lead the church,

“How good God is,”" werc his words as he considered
what would have happencd to his flock had the accident
occurred only 20 minutes carlier. He could guess pretty
well which of his members might have perished that night,
for he knew exactly where each one sat.

The pastor did not think of the problems to be met in
rchuilding, nor of the inconveniences for the church pro-
gram, nor of his frustrated vacation plans. He did not scc
the bad; he only saw the good.

Pastor Pacgle is to travel to the U.S. in May to enrol
in the School of Pastoral Carc, Winston-Salem, North
Carolinn. Plans call for the church to be in the new temple
by that time—not just an identical santtuary, for plans
are not just to rebuild, but to enlarge it.

While we were discussing plans, a notc was added that
illustrates the spirit characterizing our brethren. Sr.
Sabino, a lay preacher who distributes church literature
cverywhere he goes, had o suggestion: cveryone should
contribute to the building fund a sum cqual to the ex-
penses of his funeral had he been caught when the roof
fell,

Services ended carlier than usual that Sunday night in
December. And the words of Psalm 34:7 became real to
us: “The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them
that fear him, and delivers them,”
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Write for reservations--Glorieta Baptist Assembly, Glorieta, N.M. 87535.
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