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About this issue . . .

“God is most great. ... I confess that there is no God
but Allah. ... I confess that Muhammad is the prophet
of Allah.”

Five times a day in many countries a muezzin repeats
this call to prayer from a minaret. In response, faithful
Muslims kneel in prayer, for prayer is one of the chief
duties for a follower of Islam.

The world's second largest religion, Islam has an
estimated 493,000,000 followers. It ia the predominant
faith in the Middle East, North Africa, Pakistan, and
Indonesia. And the number of adherents is growing,
particularly in certain countries of Africa.

For the evangelist of the Christian gospel, the Muslim
community presents unique barriers:

—Because Islam is monotheistic, the teaching regard-
ing the Person of Christ is especially hard for a Muslim
to accept.

—Because religion and culture are 8o close-knit in the
Muslim community, for a Muslim to embrace the Chris-
tian faith may cause him to be considered an outcast—if
not an outright traitor—to his family, his friends, his
country.

—Because Islam is, in many cases, a militant faith,
confrontation with the Christian gospel is sometimes
abrasive.

Seven articles in this issue relate to the encounter of
the Christian gospel with the Muslim faith. The articles
deal with hard facts about difficulties, but relate also to
the impetus of the Christian’s commiasion to evangelize.

One of the articles—the paper by the late Virginia
Cobb (beginning on page five)—may well be one of the
most significant treatises to appear in this publication.

For the concerned Christian, the articles should con.-
stitute a call to prayer—for missionaries and for millions
who do not profess a personal faith in Jesus Christ.
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Basic to the forelgn mission enterprise Is the missionary. Among the most effective
of the missionaries was Virginia Cobb, who died in January while in the U.S, on
furlough from Lebanon, where she first went in 1952, .

The articles that follow point up the purity of motive, the sublimation of self-
interest, and the identification with people of another culture that characterized Miss
Cobb'’s life and work. These traits can be goals for service in missions anywhere.

BY JOHNNI JOHNSON

HE BASTA is a Muslim communltr in Bolrut,
Lebanon, It's solidly Muslim. Typlcally Lovantine.
Old buildings next to now oncs. Small shops. Ground-
floor garnges with apartmonts rlsln% above,

There Is a moszuc there, bullt the king of Saudi
Arabin, And noxt door another kingly gift: n community
hall, which people call the Saudi Center,

About two blocks from this mosque—in the double-
ground-floor apartment of a now bullding—the Arab
Baptist Mission had a book store and a reading room.
Also thore were the offices of the Arab Baptist Publica-
tion Center.

On May 12, 1969, the rending room and book store
wore closed on the advice of government officials. In
January 1970 the publication offices were moved from
tho Basta,

Why?

Two months after the book store and reading room
were closed, I put the question to Misslonary Virginia
Cobb. Sunshine through the open door of her office be-
hind the dismantled roading room made it hard to belleve
this warm, friendly place was a trouble spot, Virginla
had just finished a staff meoting, As we talked, some of
hgrlcollcngues were packing books from the reading room
shelves,

“Look at it this way,” Virginia sald. "How would you
feol it a group of Muslims came into your community and

Tho late Virginia Cobb with Baptist publications in Arablie,
o R T '
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started attracting young people in large
numbers?”

With disarming winsomencss, Vir-
ginia Cobb had donc cxactly that, She
had led a group of Christians into a
Muslim community with a project 8o
compelling to its youth that, in retro-
spect, it may be fair to say the reading
room was too successful,

“When we opened [May 1967],
people responded with friendliness,”
Virginia recounted.

“But things grew. We had hundreds
of young pecople coming in to read
books and to borrow them. Those who
came found people they could confide
in, people they could ask advice
from."

Watching ncighborhood youth take
to this Christian center, Basta people
reacted—despite the fact that the stafl,
for the most part, was Lebancse, They
were, in fact, attractive young Chris-
tians from a number of the Baptist
churches in Beirut and environs.

“I think you would say the com-
munity divided very neatly into people
who arc our friends and leaders who
must oppose us,” Virginia cxplained.

When the closing finally came, it
was announced quictly. As people re-
turncd books they were told they
could not borrow any morc—for the
moment at least,

“If you move to another neighbor-
hood, we will follow you,” people
sald,

“To the moon, or anywhere on
carth!” onc fellow added.

Many expressed sincere regret.

An clderly woman who accompa-
nicd some young children was hard
pressed to understand Miss Cobb's ex-

lanation of why the book borrowing
ad to stop,

“May Allah open their hearts,” she
sald sadly,

A neighbor in the apartment build-
ing told Virginia that the book store
was in trouble because of its message.

“If you didn't have persccution, it
would mean you weren't presenting a
message,” he explained.

The author Is assistant to the director of sudio-visusls
o the lereign mulm“o' 1d. Hor extensive report on

the conference of M| o8t missienaries appeared In
the November 1069 issve.

2

Presenting the Christinn message In
a Muslim community never has been
casy. For scrious Muslims who ven-
ture into n Christian community it is
pretty much the same, In all honesty,
both sides admit that the history of
Christian-Muslim rclations is one long
misunderstanding,

The first time Miss Cobb was called
to the office of a high government
official, his question was, "Why have
you moved here?"

“Beenuse,” she sald, “we don't be-
lieve Christians and Muslims should
have this misunderstanding and preju-
dice between them. We think we ought
to learn to live together. We belleve
there should be friendship and under-
standing.”

The official had less trouble with
this viewpoint than some of the Chris-
tians in Lebanon, Long accustomed to
prejudice themsclves, some In the
Baptist churches expected Miss Cobb
and her collengues to be killed the first
day. Others could not understand why
any Christinn would want to try to live
in n Muslim quarter of the clty.

“Now,"” Virginin snid, *“a few sce

that the project was feasible and, in,

fact, has borne fruit."

"What did you hope to accom-
plish?" 1 asked.

“We wanted to get into the Bastn,”
Virginin explained to me, “because the
national churches were not trying to
bridge this misunderstanding. And we
felt that by moving into the Muslim
neighborhood we could make contact
with people.”

“But now that the reading room s
closed , . . 7" I pressed her for an
evaluntion,

“We arc hoping to maintain the
contacts we have begun.”

Virginia was firm., And confident.
*Just being here Is important, We now
know many people. We have many
friends. We hope to reopen in a place
not too far from the Basta because we
fecl that we can draw o large number
of people out of the ncighborhood—
something we could not have done if
we had not started here."”

The Baptist book storc and reading
room in Belrut has rcopened In a new

Miss Cobb reading proofs in Arabic.

location between the Christian and
Muslim sections of the city. (See page
10.) But without Missionary Virginia
Cobb. On January 22, 1970, in States-
boro, Georgin, she died, succumbing
to the cancer which first attacked her
body before the move to the Basta,

Christian  publication work in
Arable will continue. The Baptist mis-
sionarles Involved in this offort, and
others, will sorely miss Virginin, She
was an able student of the Arabic
langunge and a skillful editor,

“Why are you here?" 1 asked Vir-
ginin Cobb as we talked in the publi-
cations office behind the closed rend-
ing room,

She began deliberately, her forth-
right manner underscoring the convic-
tion that took her to the Middle East
in 1952,

“I think God called me here,”" she
said. “Christ Is concerned for these
people. He came for them as much ns
for anyonc clsc. I think there is great
hope that Muslims will respond to
Christ, nlthough they haven't yet."”

Virginia gave n major portion of her
18 years in the Muslim world to pub-
lication work, especially to developing
an Arabic langunge correspondence
course on the life of Christ. During
this work she discovered that Muslima

THE CAMMISSION




Beirut reading room before relocation.

¢ great admiration for Jesus Christ
'want to know more about him.
People respond to our advertise-
s, some saying that they have
I trying to find out more about
ist, this prophet of love and peace.
But they also write that Christians
afraid to talk with them about
‘.”

| Muslim, Miss Cobbs says, is one
 worships God, is a person who
Ves in one God and also that
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Ghassan Khalaf still works with courses.

Muhammad is the greatest and last
apostle of God.

The Muslim believes that God
spoke to the Jews, to the Christians
through Christ, and then made his
final revelations through Muhammad.

“The best of them,” Miss Cobb
said, “have a generous outlook to-
wards Christianity, thinking of it as a
sister religion.”

In the Basta experience Virginia
found a more tolerant attitude on the

‘was not daunted by the fact that

Lessons from c a L

: D Hughey, Forezgn Mzsszon'
Board secretary for Europe and the
Middle East, spoke at the graveszde”
service for Miss Virginia Cobb
January 27. The following excerptsff_
are from hlS remarks : ;

VIRGINIA’S _request that there be
only a sxmple graveside service is
typical of her. She walked humbly.
with God and sought no recognition
for herself. A eulogy, though richly
deserved, would be inappropriate.

I want simply to call attention to
several things that Virginia’s life
teaches us about Christian service,

I think she would say to us: Find
persons who need you and do the
best you can for them. There are
people who need every one of us,
Virginia decided those who needed
her most were Arabs of the Middle
East. For 18 years she was a mis-
sionary to the Middle East and gave
her best in devoted service. She
loved the people, and they loved
her.

Virginia’s life also tells us to
identify with those we want to serve.
We cannot help people much if we
remain aloof from them. Virginia
lived and worked among the Arab
people, and she learned the Arabic
language and culture as few foreign-
ers have done. Sometimes she was
even mistaken for an Arab.

I think Virginia would want to
say also: Concentrate on the person
of Christ. She was a theologian, but
she did not major on doctrine in
dealing with Arabs. She learned
through a correspondence course,
which has enrolled nearly 8,000 per-
sons scattered across the Middle
East, that Muslims are interested in
Christ and attracted to him. As
diréctor of publications for the Arab
world, her goal was to mtroduce;
people to Christ. o

Fmally, Virginia’s life says to us,;
Never give up. She worked in the
most difficult mission field in all the
world. Convinced that the gospel of
Christ is for Arabs as well as Ameri-
cans, Buropeans, and Africans, she

conversions were few and that dls-‘l
couragements abounded. e

Virginia’s faith and perseverance
are an inspiration to her colleagues
and many other persons. Because
she never gave up, it is easier for

‘others to keep trying.
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Miss Cobb shows a customer in Beirut, Lebanon, Baptist books in Arabic.

part of Muslims for Christians than is
usunlly found on the part of Christians
for Muslims,

“This ought not to be," she insisted.

“If we Christians expect Muslims to
listen to us, we must listen to them.
It we expect them to admit our good
points, we must admit theirs,"”

Concerned with bridging the gulf of
misunderstanding  between  Christians
and Muslims, Virginin pushed her
point.

“If you must arguc about churches
and the details of how a church works,
forget it!

4

“We may need to sacrifice some of
the non-cssentinl emphases we have,
Why start an argument about whether
the Bible or the Koran is true? We
can—we must—talk about Christ!

“We both believe that God is su-
preme and deserves supreme alle-
glance. Let's emphasize that, Jesus did.
Let's emphasize personal relationship
with Christ,

“When Christ was here, he just said,
‘Follow me.' They followed him. They
watched him. They heard him teach,
And then, after a while, he said, ‘Now,
who do you think I am?'"

Virginia paused a minute. Then she
asked, “Why can't we do this?"

Why?

This question, even more than her
brilliant position paper about mission-
ary work among Muslims (see page ),
is Virginla Cobb's legacy to her fellow
Christians. When we cgn answer this
one, we Baptists, and other Christians,
will understand why it was necessary
to close the reading room and book
store in the Basta.

And hopefully we will also under-
stand more about what it mcans to be
a disciple of Jesus Christ.
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TO WITNESS

By Virginia Cobb

|
I AN APPROACH
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In advance of the Teheran Conference of June 1949, fellow
missionaries in Lebanon asked Missionary Virginia Cobb to pre-
pare thelr position paper on misionary methods for work among
Muslims. (See The Commission, November 1949, for a conference
report and related stories.)

Detained in Beirut, Lebanon, by iliness, Miss Cobb did not reach
Teheran in time to present her paper to the conference. It was read
, for her by Missionary J. W. (Bill) Trimble and by conference con.
| tensus was named "the” paper of the meeting. The hope was ex-
pressed by all present that Miss Cobb’s paper could be given wide
circulation among Baptists and other Christians.

This paper might well be called a part of the legacy of the late
Miss Cobb. Its message Is by no means limited to missionaries
among Muslims, or just to missionaries, for that matter, Its advice
Is 3o scripturally basic that it can apply to Christian witness any-
where. At the same time, because it seeks to avold traditions in
order to major on the Person of the gospel, it may be adversely
criticized or even rejected by some.

attitude that will lead us as we scarch for the
answers. This is the view of Dr. Kenneth Cragg,
a missionary teacher and writer.
What should be our attitude as Christians toward
Muslims?

| Attitude

’ We are not warring with Islam. If we were, we
couldn’t afford to give any quarter, to let anything go
unchallenged, to admit any good or truth, We would
be happy to damage It as much as possible, to show
every weakness or inconsistency. But this Is contrary
to the spirit of Christ. And a major error in any stru%-
gle is to pursue the wrong enemy. Our enemy Is evil,
God's enemy. Islam teaches love of God, supreme

O FTEN where we have no answer we can have an
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‘Our message is a Person we've ex-
perienced, not a doctrine, system, reli-
gion, book, church, ethic.’

loyalty to him, great reverence, and high principles ot
character,

One strong criticism of Christian missions has been
that they have destroyed men's faith in tslam without
winning those men to Christ, laaving them much worse
off. It cannot be God's will that we leave men in
worse condition than we found them! And it should
not be necessary. A sincere Mushim is nearer to God
and to Christ than a man with no faith. Christianity,
like Islam, has produced wars, persecutions, bigotry,
and empty torms; we do not, therefore, war against
it, but seek a truer understanding of it

We are not debating with islam to prove that our
views are correct and theirs incorrect. \Vere we, we
might rely on polomics, logical proots, etc. But no
one is won by this method or convinced against his
will. This approach makes the basic mistake of acting
as it Christian faith were credence rather than commit
ment to a Person, an act of the intellect rather than
of the whole person, It ignores the fact that our doc-
trines came about as an attempt to explain in compre~
hensible terms our experience, i.€., they follaw, rather
than precede, experience.

We are not trying to change anmyone’s religion.
Religion consists of :\}uli\\tion with a group, cult, ethic,
dogma, and structure of authority—clergy, book,
orthadaxy. The New Testament is quite clear that none
of these saves. It is possible to change all of them
without knowing God. It we stress these we may give
the impression that these things are the Christian taith,

Our attitude should be one of love and acceptance
God aceepts and loves them as they are. He is already
reconciled to them, “not counting their trespasses
against them.” I we, the ministers of his reconcilia-
tion, are “reconciled” to them, we will accept them
as persons as able as ourselves and as deserving of
respect and @ hearing for their views, We will not go
to straighten them out or tell them all the answers, 1t
we are reconciled to them we will be able to appre-
ciate all that is true, good, commendable, and warthy
in their lives as individuals and in their culture an
religion,

We need stronger faith in the power of the truth,
It is in no danger from the tullest, best possible expres-
sionh of contrary views, from the teaching of the Quran
IKoran], or from comparison, scrutiny, or the honest
admission of the failures of historic Christianity or of
Christian people. Nor is it in danger it we forego the
temptation to defend the non-essential,  secondary
parts of our beliefs and practices in order to keep the
door open for discussion and emphasis on the (very
few) essentials, Our insecurity and defensive attitude
only hinder,

We need stronger faith in the reality of the living
Christ. Everything does not depend on us. We do not
have to present and gain assent to a complete system
of theology and ethic. Some early disciples were con-
tent to say: Come and sce. If we introduce them to a
living Person, he will draw them, reveal himself to
them, and teach them directly.

Contact

ldentification., Christ in his incarnation came to dwell
in the midst of those he came to save, and became
like them in everything but sin. This meant a full enter

THE COMMISSION




ing into the lite of the people. It meant spaaking their
RNGUALE, Lsing terms and concepts they understood,
dealing with problems they taced and vatues they held.

This principle cannot be apphied by setting up A
meating plce and inviting people to come. It cannot
be d by living in relative solhation from them,
N Q sepante quarter, or with httte day-to~day contact.
It cannat be applied by using the terminology Chris
Hans have grown accus to and others do nat
know (Holy Spirit, rebirth, etc).

Rt means close association, shanng in everything
possible, and an awareness of their concerns, prob-
lems, hopes, \alve system. Speaking their langwage
nmeans ROt just grammar and syntax but studying their
culture and religion to learm the terms and vatues they
comprehend. (Suggestions: newspaper artictes by the
mutti at Ramadan, Adha, etc,, luri Zadan's novels, any
religious wrtings)

Love. Christs love was a gehuvine concern for the
total weltare ol thase he came to save. It was demon-
strated, not spoken. 1t was not limited to satvation fram
judgment but included healing, moral teaching, cross
ng of social barriers, comtorting, calming, {reeing,
touching the untouchables, and befriending sinners.
He did these things not merely as baiy, but in many
instances where no mention is made of “evangelism.”

To love as he did means seeking the good of others
n every sphere, actively and without reciprocation,
without even appreciaticn, without conversions. 1t
means actq;:ing the inconvenience or hurt they may
cause us without lessening our positive eftorts on their
behall. Perhaps the anly way we can prove—to oue
sehres or others-—that we love in this way is to be
raally concermned about the “thissworldhy™ welfare of
some who reject the message, to feel real friendship
tor some outside the circle of believers, to keep on
serving those we feel will not be won,

Haow can we expect & Muslim to accept a bare state-
ment of a belief so different, against which he is
Alrexdy conditioned, with no demonstration of its pow-
or or meaning? \Vhat would be required to make you
give scrious consideration to another religion? God
won us by coming to us and outloving our enmity. We
Qn onlipresem his gospel by going to them and out-
loving their suspicion, enmity, and rejection.

Therefore, there must be some concrete demonstaxs
tion of love. It can be personal, in the relationship be-
tween friends, aor institttional—schools, hospitals,
English classes, reading rooms, community centers
(manned by the rght peoplel, radio programs, and
publications that are directed to redl human needs.

We have seen in two difterent types of Muslim
neighborhoods in Beirut that community service proj-
ects will draw ovenvhelming numbers, open to friend-
ship and understanding, wiﬁing to listen to whatever
is said tactfully. The services rendered must be a sin-
cere expression of concern, with no other motive.
Active, unselfish service in the name of Christ is more
likely to win converts than zealous “preaching for
results,” which often turns persons away.

Law of reciprocity. Jesus clearly taught that we are
in some measure dble to control, and therefore re-
sponsible for, the type response we elicit (Luke 6:37-
38). \f we give genuine friendship, openness to all that
is good, respect and sensitivity for all that is dear to

SEPTEMBER 1970




‘We must get into the midst of people,
identify with them, and love them in
deed, not word, in some concrete ways.’

others, we may expect the same. If we go with closed
minds, rejection of thelr Ideas, suspiclon, fear, or
superiority, we may expect the same. If we refuse to
listen In the truest sense, can we expect them to listen?
The example of our attitude toward Islam may sot
the pattern for their attitude toward Christianity,

Rapport

Here attitude Is all-important, For if wo make con-
tact or have Muslims in our Institutions or sorvices, and
then show an attitude of superiority or condemnation
or enmity, or show disrespect to what Is sacred to
them, we not only lose them but create further anl-
mosity. Qur relationship with them should be such as
to Inspire confidence in our sincere deosire to serve
them, our fair-mindedness, sensitivity, and approcla-
tion of all that Is good.

We should emphasize every point of agreement, en-
courage every true direction, praiso all ﬁmt Is pralse-
worthy, put the best possible Interprotation on every
teaching or practice.

Our message Is a Person we've experlenced, not a
doctrine, system, religion, book, church, ethic.

Christ Is extremely attractive to Muslims, They have
the highest respect for him and yearn to know more
about him., We can present the person Jesus and his
teachings as our supreme and only emphasis, the only
thing we have to add to the foundation of reverence
for God and moral emphasis already found In Islam.

Qur faith In him Is that once we lead a person to
him, he will, in direct contact with that person, trans-
form and gulde in all clse,

What of doctrines related to Christ himself? Josus
didn’t insist on a certain view of himself as prerequisite
to discipleship. He called men to follow him uncondi-
tionally and after two years of living with them asked
what their conclusion was. He used the same method
of induction with John the Baptist,

It Is safe to leave people to draw their own con-
clusions after sincerely seeking to know Christ and ox-
perience him,

“Seck ye first the kingdom’” means that all else can
be and must be sacrificed for the highest goal. We have
many valued truths and emphases nmt may have to be
left out of our efforts with others until long after thoy
have come to know Christ for themselves, “Payln upon
them no greater burden than these necessary things”
(Acts 15:28),

Many of our institutional forms as well as the detalls
of doctrine hinder more than they help people coming
from a different way of life, while Christ and his teach-
Ings attract with power. We must lay aside the weight
of non-essentials for the sake of the essential.

Decision

Christ presented the truth, the call, but never per-
suaded. He let men come to decision in personal
freedom, and even discouraged some who misunder-
stood what was involved. We teach the compotence
and responsibllity of every Individual and, therefore,
must urge each person to do only and exactly what
he Is convinced In his own heart he must do. We can
only emphasize his responsiblility before God to obey
his best light. If he feels he should be a more faithful
Muslim, we should encourage him to do so to the
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best of his ability, and to try to understand what that
means In the fullest sense. If he feels he should try to
follow Christ's teachings, we should encourage that,
and walt until he feels the need for something more.
When he feels he should commit himseolf to Christ
rogardloss of the cost, we should encourage that and
stand by him In facing the dangers that may follow.

The convert and the secker need real fellowship.
They have severe “culture shock” and need depend-
able, understanding friends. Since the national church-
es al prosent are very slow to provide this, and the
Muslim often remains a relative outsider even if
baptized, there may need to be other arrangements
for fellowship—small groups or personal contacts.

Some converts may feel they can do more good by
remalning within their own community, although in
Informal contact and fellowship with Christians, Jesus
called no one to leave Judaism, and the first Christians
remained in synagogue and temple for some time. Our
responsibility Is to maintain the ties of fellowship and
personal support,

Who? The national believers are now showing a lit-
tle more Interest in reaching non-Christians, However,
their attitude is usually more likely to alienate than
win, Therefore, we must take the lead in the approach
described here, even in opposition to national Chris-
tian opinion,

However, a secondary aim and effect of our ministry
to Muslims will be helping national believers to over-
come prejudice by personal acquaintance with others,
When they really know some Muslims, many are wise
cenough and kind enough to change those things in
their approach and attitude that offend, They will then

develop their own methods of presenting Christ to
Muslims,

Results

The effectiveness of the truth and the drawing-power
of Christ are sufficient to guarantee that some will be
won In these ways. However, we have centuries of
Christian enmity and harshness and rejection of Islam
to atone for and undo; we have walls of prejudice
built up through the centuries to break down; we have
doeply Inﬁralncd attitudes in both Christians and Mus-
lims to change.

Many years of friendship, love, service, with recip-
rocation and without much fruit, may be required
before there exists a beotter atmosphere for the open
sharing of views and open commitment to Christ, We
must be willing to pay this price also.

Summary

We must have an attitude of love and acceptance,
and strong falth In the power of the truth,

We must get Into the midst of people, identify with
them, and love them in deed, not word, in some cton-
crete ways,

We must emphasize Christ as a living person, and
leave all else in a secondary position.

We must talk openly, freely, and respectfully of reli-
glous matters, whether In regard to our religion or
thoirs, and emphasize the responsibility of the indivi-
dual to God, to act according to his own best light,

We must do these things patiently for many years,
‘regardless of the immediate results.

S8EPTEMBER 1970 9

|



New Site,
Same Goal

OW in operation at a new loca-

tion—the Baptist publication, book
store, reading room, and lending li-
brary complex in Beirut, Lebanon,
Changes have been made and new meth-
ods introduced, but the message and
purpose arc the same: to present the
gospel in print, in audio-visuals, and in
deed,

It became apparent in the summer
of 1969 that the political and religious
situation in Lebanon would necessitate
a change of location for the complex,
then in a predominantly Muslim area.
Someone had attempted to burn the door
at the complex, Muslim leadership in
the area had talked with Missionary
Virginia Cobb, the director. (See page 1.)
The Minister of the Interior at the time
finally called Miss Cobb for a confer-
ence and suggested the publication com-
plex be closed to keep the peace. Reluc-
tantly Miss Cobb agreed.

The Baptist Mission decided to seck
n new location for the complex and
nsked Missionnry Emmett A, Barnes to
nct as director, since Miss Cobb had
returned to the U.S. on furlough.

Classically, God opened doors onc by
one. A new location was found within
casy walking distance of the old site,
but conforming to the directives of the
people who had wanted the complex
moved, The building was new and situ-
ated nlong the right-of-way for a future
four-lane  thoroughfare to downtown
Beirut. Easy access was available to
post office, printers, and supply stores.

After necessary modifications to the
bullding, the offices and facilities of the
publication center were moved within a
week,

At the publication center's new offices,
idenlly located adjncent to the sales out-

o let, the book store, Ghassan Khalaf and
Arab frionds check shelves with volumes in English, Arablc, and French whilo Stove Amal Nashif work with the Baptist
Barnos, son of Missionaries Emmett and Lancll Barnes, oxaminos book in English. correspondence courses that now have

about 8,000 enrollces from practically
Acting Diroctor Emmeott A. Barnos, missionary, keops busy at publication complox. every country in the middle East and
Bt em e e 1 R T e R , . North Africa, The correspondents have
L oy &% f'»;z;.,m | v C responded to newspaper and magazine
T :;;%gy " gy advertiscments and to the weekly radio
b P R d e 4 programs aired from Monte Carlo over
ke < N shortwave and medium-wave broadcasts

into the area,

Khalaf, a graduate of the Arab Baptist
Theologlcal Seminary in Beirut, handles
correspondence concerning  Scriptures,
Christianity, and questions on personal
problems. Nashif works with the radio
correspondents and Is in charge of keep-
ing the courses moving.

The courses for a time were growing
in enrolment at the rate of 250 a month,
but this has been reduced drastically
recently, Some muail is not going into
or leaving certain countries of the area
because of Middic East military tensions




By William T. (Pete) Dunn

Misslonary to lebanon

or because of religious attitudes. Plans
have been made to try to make personal
follow-up where practical and not prob-
lematic for the correspondents,

Miss Marcclle Nasrallah and Atiyah
Haddad work with the reading room and
lending library that adjoin the publica-
tion office. Both Christian and secular
reading material is available for those
who want to borrow a book, read an
article, or just browse.

About half of those who were using
the library when it was located in the
Muslim section of the city still utilize
it. In addition, many residents of the
bordering Christian community are be-
ginning to visit the facility. About 700
persons visit the reading room and li-
brary with some degree of regularity,
Haddad cstimates,

If any who come wish to learn about
Christ, they nced only show some inter-
est. Miss Nasrallah and Haddad are
cager to witness personally. They pro-
vide leadership for group discussions
and will show motion pictures at prisons
or schools. Occasionally their witness is
vewarded by seeing somecone accept
Christ,

After the remodcling, the book store's
$8.000 stock was unpacked and put into
new displays. Hamiid Hoshi, book store
manager, worked hard to improve the
varioty of the stock, the displays, and
the accessibility to the storc, aided by
counsel from Miss Cobb, then on fur-
lough in America.

Hamiid, a Christian who was once a
Muslim, does not hesitate to provide
Christian witness and counsel to a “seck-
ing" Muslim. He understood the prob-
lems of thc old location and sces the
potential of the new site.

The complex is more than an institu-
tion. It is n living organism witnessing
for Christ. There are not thousands—
not even hundreds—who are being con-
verted, but the witness goes on,

On onc rarc occasion a letter came
from a man in Kuwait who had enrolled
in the correspondence course. He had
been arrested for holding a meeting in
his house to teach friends from the
course, and his letter requested prayer.

Sometime later a man walked into the
publication office onc day and identified
himself as the onec who had been ar-
rested. He had been deported for a
short period and had taken the occasion
to make his way to Beirut to cxpress
thanks for the prayers that had ‘‘de-
livered" him., The staff joined him in a
prayer of thanksgiving.

What is next for the publication com-
plex? WIill its purpose be realized In
these days of unrest in the Middle East?
God alonec knows., No one cise need
know,

Girl reads Arabic New Testament
in Belrut reading room.
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‘Sound mission strategy requires some degree of balance and
continuing tension between concentration and diftusion.’

HAT SHOULD Southern Bap-

tists do about the hard places
and the difficult jobs in missions?
Should we keep only token forces in
such assignments, while we concen-
trate our cfforts on places that ofter
more obvious opportunitics for ready
response?

These arc pertinent questions for
mission strategy today.

Some students of mission strategy
advocate concentration on responsive
areas to the extent of apparent neglect
or ignoring of unresponsive areas.
They scem to make responsiveness the
overriding, and perhaps cven the only.
criterion for the allocation of missions
resources (both personnel and funds).
They rcason that God has made cer-
tain ficlds “ripc unto harvest” in our
day, and that the opportunity of those
ripe ficlds is so urgent that it demands
absolute priority.

This reasoning is truc and valid up
to a point, and in a less extreme form
it must certainly be a major clement
in strategic planning for missions—
but sound strategy cannot be based
on this one principle alone.

HE CONTRAST between ficlds
with a relatively quick and casy
responsc and those that are slower
or more difficult is onc aspect of a
persistent and broader question in mis-
sion strategy—the question of concen-
tration over against diffusion. Many
of the unavoidable problems in mis-
sions at heart involve decisions wheth-
cr resources and cfforts should be con-
centrated in a few places so as to build
with greater strength, or whether those
resources and cfforts should be scat-
tered so as to touch as many places
as possible.
An cxample of this is the question
somctimes raised as to whether we may
be spreading oursclves “too thin" by

The author ia director of the Ove
the 3.....,,%"“.“ oard. 0 3003 Division of
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secking to minister in so many difter-
cnt countries. Missionarics and others
tend to take personal positions toward
cither the concentration or the diffu-
sion end of the scale in terms of
personality, experience, and viewpaoint.
Sound mission strategy requires same
degree of balance and continuing ten-
sion between concentration and diffu-
ston.

1f immediate responsiveness had al-
ways been the determining principle,
it is doubtful that much foreign mis-
sion work would ever have developed.
The factor of responsiveness, important
as it is, wmust be balanced with the
factor of divire commarnd, which im-
pels us to keep reaching out, without
neglecting or igroring any ficld, wo
wmatter how dificult, until the gospel
is preached to “cvery creature.”

In actuality, ficlds that are now
most responsive were once difficult.
Part of the change has been brought
about through God's usc of the forces
of history apart from missionary cf-
fort, but part of it is duc to long
years of difficult and often unreward-
ing work by pioncer missionaries. We
cannat afford to take a “hardshell™
position about the hope for responsive-
ness in ficlds that are still slow and
difficult, leaving it to God to make
them responsive when he pleases,
without cffort on our part.

The principle of “first the blade,
then the car, then the full grain in the
car” is relevant. Planting and water-
ing and cultivating precede harvest.
In some cases there must first be a
petiod of the removing of stones be-
forc plowing and planting can take
place.

Responsive ficlds do appeal greatly,
of course. We must continue to give
the factor of responsiveness an im-
portant place in our strategic planning
for missions. At the same time we
nced to be aware of the danger that
we may be tempted to rationalize our

own enjoyment of success,

American society in recent years
has been so success-oriented that we
do well to ask whether we Southern
Baptists may have become infected
with a worldly success psychology. We
have scemed to find it easy to go to
the suburbs, where our churches grow
rather readily, and leave the difticult
inner city to others.

An extreme cmphasis on respon-
siveness in overseas missions could
well sound as if we were saying to
other Christian groups: “You go right
ahead with the plowing and planting
and cultivating; and then when harvest
time comes, please call for us., We
surely do love to harvest.™

N SOUTHERN Baptist life today,

in spite of increasing cxpressions
of desire for involvement in overseas
missions, there are disturbing signs
that involvement is sought often on a
quick and casy basis, when the great-
cst need is for long-range depth in-
volvement, the *“grain of wheat"
planted in the carth. The true essence
of missions cannot be any modern
success psychology, but rather the
paradox of the cross-resurrection.

Sound mission strategy allows no
polarization of responsive versus dif-
ficult ficlds. Sound strategy, and the
policy of the Foreign Mission Board,
must be “bath/and.” rather than
“cither/or.” This means no lack of
concern for results, but at the same
time no demand for instant success.
We must rctain and live within the
tension of outreach as well as ingather
ing, plowing and planting as well as
reaping.

Spiritual integrity will not allow us
to be privileged characters in God's
harvest ficlds; rather we must take
our full share of the harder and less
rewarding jobs. We can do so with
complete assurance that such efforts
also are “not in vain in the Lord."
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F COURSE, weu believe in Jesus.

We even believe he performed
many miracles, was sinless, and the
greatest prophet before Muhammad,
but we just don't believe he was divine
or died on the cross.”

The young man speaking was at-
tractive and intelligent, a modern Arab,
He could not understand why his
Christian friend could not see that
Muhammad was the greatest of all
the prophets since he was the last,
The discussion had continued for some
time with cach friend sharing his own
belief.

“But you said you believe Jesus is
the Word of God and the Spirit of
God. just as the gospel of John in
our Bible says.™ Bill, the Christian was
obviously puzated.

“That is true,” said Mah Mud
agrecably. “We even believe Jesus is
coming again, but with this difterence:
He will come again to be judged, not
to be the judge as you believe, If you
visit Mecca and go on to see the
prophet's tomb at Medina you will
find beside the prophets tomb and
that of his family a space saved for
someone clse. Many people have de-
sired to be buried therey however, it
was Muhammad's wish that it be re-
served for Jesus when he comes again,
to dic and be buried.”

Bill shook his head. 1 dida’t know
about the space saved for Christ's
tomb near that of Muhammad, but 1
did know that you believe Jesus is
coming again,” he replied. “When 1
visited Damascus and went to the big
mosque, the guide pointed out a min-
arct and told us that when Jesus re-
turned he would descend and stand on
that minaret. At this same mosque
they are supposed to have the head of
John the Baptist in a huge sarcoph-
agous. Why would a Muslim mosque
revere the head of John the Baptist?™

*You see,” explined Mah Mud,
“our religion is actually very much
like yours! We honor Mary as the
most saintly woman that ever lived,
but we don't make her divine as you
Christians do. Don't you say something
about God being really three in one—
Gad. Jesus, and Mary?

Bill was astonished. “What you
mean is the Trinity—God the Fuather,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. We never
ga\'c said anything about Mary's being

ivine.”

“Maybe you Baptists haven't, but
you aren't the only Christians, and I'm
sure there are other churches who be-
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licve this—why eclse would you see
so many images of Mary, and why
would they pray to her?” insisted Mah
Mud.

“1 understand how you might come
to this conclusion ecven today, but
our Bible clearly states that the Trinity
is the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,"
Bill declared with real  conviction,
“Mary is just a human being, like you
or I, that God wonderfully used.™

Mah Mud was thoughtful for a mo-
ment, Then he continued, “1 do know
that in the time of Muhammad there
were Christians in Mecca and in Ye-
men nearby, and they worshiped Mary
as part of the Trinity. You would
prabably be surprised to learn that
these same Christians had im ‘of
Mary and Jesus Placed in the Kaaba
at Mecea along with 360 other images
worshiped by the pagan Arabs. Mu-
hammad changed all that. He insisted
that there was one God, and that it
was wrong to worship idols.”

“This is ane of the difficulties,” Bill
admitted. “Arabia has always been a
country in which Christian  heresies
have flourished but where wvery litle
of the real Christian message ever got

The
Muslzem

and
Christ

By a Middle
East observer

through. For instance, you do not be-
lieve Jesus died on the cross, do you?"

“That is right; Jesus did not die on
the cross,™ Mah Mud said emphati-
cally. “Someone else died on the cross,
but he didn't!"

L) ) w ®

As you read this part of a conver
sation perhdps you felt frustrated and
then cven indignant that the Christian
message should be so twisted and mis-
represented. You would not be alone
in this fecling. Many Christians as
they have studied the teachings of
Muhammad have angrily proclaimed
him a false prophet and the Koran an
ix:vention of the devil to confuse peo-
ple.

There is another view, however, that

Mosque
in lran.

% hinted at from time to time by
Christians who are familiar with early
church histary and also the Muskm
religion. It scems that much of what
Muhammad said about Christ coutd
be traced to the message he undoudbt
cdly received from the Christians he
cencounterad in his day. Therefore, be-
fore we as Christians with our open
Bibles become indignant with Muham-
mad for twisting the Christian message.,
we must first investigate what message
he received from the Christians among
whom he traveled and lived.

That Muhammad was acquainted
with Christians and Christianity is an
established fact. His wife's cousin was
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a Christian, and on Ais travels several
choountars With Christians are T
cordd. As one reads the story of M.
hammad and sces that he was deeply
influenced by the Christians whom he
met, for a time one wust wownder ¥
under different circumstances he W
have become an Arabian “Paal™
Unfortunately, the Christianity Mu-
hammad encountered was so far from
the simpte truth of the gospel that he
came away With mixed feckags. I
stead of hearing the good news—that
God was reconciling his lost world

to himse¥ through Christ—Muhammad
heard only the controversies over the
Trnity and whether Christ was more
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it i thought, came when he was 1

yoars old. He was traveleg
caraven to Syria

a Christian wmork. Bahita

told Muhammad that ke would

: With Joha.
This may have been the story Bahira
told Muhamwmad, for whea Muham-
Wad wrote of the crucifixion he stated

that Christ &id wnot die on the cross.
(Conttnued on next page)




To those looking on at the time it

seemed Wt it was Christ on the cross,

sald, but actually it was someone

eles, Here Muhammad becomes vague,

whable to explaln how all this took

shct in front of Jesus® mother and his
teciples.

Christlans often mistakenly think
that the Muslim believes in Muham-
mad as we believe in Christ, This is
not true. Mustims will readily admit
that Muhammad was not perfect. In-
stead, Muslims believe that Muham-
mad was the last ot the prophets and
that Gabriel appearcd to him and gave
him his message, which is the Koran.

Perhaps it could best be oxplained
this way: to the Mustims the Koran is
the revelation of God; to the Christian,
Chirist is the rovelation,

Muhammad's message caught on
quickly, since it was simple to under-
stand and required only five actions
of its followers. The message requires
the follower to belicve that God Is
one and that Muhammad is his proph-
et. It also proclaims that God s great,
and it behooves man to submit to
the will of God. The word Muslim
means “one who submits.”

The five things overy good Muslim
must do are relatively simple:

(1) he must repeat the creed;

(2) ho must make a pllgrimage to
Mecea in his lifetime it possible;

(3) he must pray five times a day;

(4) he must observe a month of
fasting at Ramadan;

(S) ho must give alms to the poor.

Muhammad brought a much-needed
reform among his peoplo. Although
thero wore Christians and Jows living
in Arabia, they were religiously weak
and usually split with controversy,
m\vln% little influence. The vast major-
ity of Arabs in Muhammad's day
worshiped idols and jinn, which could
bo classed as ovil spirits. With all the
spiritual light available to him, Mu.-
hammad lashed out at the ovil ho saw.

Fifty years after his death the chal-
lenge of Muhammad had given a unity
to the Arab tribes, and the religion ho
founded was starting to spread. The
followers of Islam covered the Arablan
peninsula, Middle Bastern lands, North
Africa, and Spain, To the cast, the
religion spread to Persia, Indla, and
the Bast Indles.

Samuel Zwemer in his book Aradia,
the Cradle of Islam wrote, “The old
churches of the Bast by their unfaith-
fulness were the occasion of the great
apostasy of Islam." Had these Chrls-
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tian churches remained true to tho
message given them by tho arostloa.
the whole history of tho Middie Enst
could have been far difforent.

It tho thesia is accepted that Mu-
hammad, shocked bK tho dogradation
and idol worship of his people, sought
to bring together whatover truth ho
could glean from the roligions of his
day, then it scems inexcusable that
the Christian world has waited so
long to share the whole good nows
with their Muslim brothers.

One man, Raymond Lull, in the
1300s felt the call to go and tell tho
Muslims the whole story of Christ.
Bxcept for this one man the world
of Tslam was largely ignored by tho
Christians from A.p. 622 (the timo of
Muhammad) until 1822, whon Henry
Martyn was the first modern mission-
ary to the Arab world. (This writer
does not consider the Crusades an
intorest in the Arab, only in the land.)

Not until 1865 did the Arablc-
speaking world have a Blble translated
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Pilgrim prays during halt near Mount Arafat on way to Mecca; note pligrims' tents.

into their own language. Dr. Van
Dyck labored 17 years to accomplish
this neccessary goal so the Arable-
speaking peoplo might bo able to read
for themseclves tho whole, wonderful
story of God's love for thom,

When these facts aro consldered, it
does not scem so strange that thero
arc 8o fow Christlans and Christlan
churches In Muslim countries, Cen.
turles went by while the Bible was
translated for one group of people
after another, while this vast multitude
of Abraham's descendants have had
to wait almost until the last for oven
the Bible to bo provided them In tholr
own language.

It Is not for us to ponder whother,
now that the Bible is available to the
Arab in his language, ho will accept
its truth, Rather, it is for us to deter-
mine that we will be falthful in our
generation to sce that the Arab has
the same, opportunity as we have had
to know the love of God as revealed
in Christ,
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burled treasures that make indonesia

"Down with Amerlcal Down with
Britainl Down with Malayslal” shouted
Indonesian mobs of a few yedrs ago, spell-
bound by the oratory of leftward-leaning
President Sukarno,

“Down with Chinal Down with Com:
munistsl Down with Sukarnol” shouted
:110}» In that same country a few months
ater,

Many Americans know of this strange
turnabout In the recent history of In
donesia, Not as many know what
heppened befofe and after. In fact, In.
donesla Is perhaps as well known=yet as
litle known=as any major country In the
world today, How much do you know
about Indonesla?

Islands=Known and Unknown

. "Indonesla? Oh, that's those Iittle
islands In the 8Bouth Pacific,” an
American man-on-the-streat might reply
to a questioner.

Islands in the 8outh Paclflo, yes. Litt/e
Islands? Yes and no. Any country com-
posed of 3,000 Islands Is bound to In-
olude some rather small specks on the
map, But several of these Islands ere
among the world’s largest: Irien (New
Guinea), of which half belongs to In
donesla; Kelimantan (Borneo), of which
threa fourths Is Indonesian; and Sumatra,
totally Indoneslan, Sulawesl (Celebes) Is
about the size of elther of the Dakotes,
and Java = one of the most densely popu-
lated places on earth = s es large as
North Carolina,

Include the seas that flow between the
land ares,. and Indonesla stretches: es far
emt to west eé from New York'to Alseka,
It Is the world's largest archipelago,

Tin, ’pgitgngn?, coal;. quq,'abau':ﬂtq,
MENganess,, nickel, copper; goid, siiver,
dismonds, rubles=these are smong the

-,
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unknown -
lonod

potentlally one of the world's richest
countries, Fertile volcanic soll, tesk and
rubber forests, tea and coffee plantations
all add to the wealth of these favored
:slel'-tha ones Columbus was really look-
ng for.

People—=Known and Unknown

Do you know any Indonesians? Some
Americans do, having met them as they
come to this country for study. Small,
dark, quiet, shy~this seems to be the
main Impression we get of Indonesians
away from home,

Few Americens know what @ proud
end varled psople these Indonesians really
are. Thelr skin colors alone would remind
you of esortéd candy: licorice, dark
chocolate, milk chocolate, bistterscotoh,
caramel, taffy; divinity fudge, Most are of
Malay stock, divided Into at lesst a dozen
major tribes, Some are Melanesian In en:
cestry; some ere Chinese; with Arab,
Dutch, and Portugese added for flavor.

¥

Grest Indoneslen kingdoms of past
centurles fell before conquering armadas
from Europe. Gradually the Dutch drove
out all others, becoming rulers of the
Indles for 380 yesrs, s
On August 17, 1948, the Indonesians
proclaimed thelr independence from thelr
Dtitch overlords: As In oiir own Ameriesn

o

had to fight the Netherl

not siruggle. For four yews
\ ands. Then they
kept, on, from time to time, fighting
T slkemo, sihurtongued plonesr of
. Sukerno, o
freacom, used sl his skills o weld people
of 3,000 islands and 200 langusges into
one- ntion, While sucoseding in this tre-
imendoiis task;, Indonesia’s first president
proved lacking ss 8 leader in other ways,
One bitter fruit- of his fellure was an at-
tempted .coup in lite 1008, Yeers of
growing Communist influenee oulminated
In @ bold bid for povver, .
" But Indonesisns weuld not scoept this
allen Ideology, In 8 massive over-resction,
they crushed the largest Communiet party
outside China and Russia, while siaughter
'n'mmm. thousends, o
"Ouit of ‘the wreckege 8 new regime
srose to-tike practicsl scilon towsrd re-
storing Indonesia’s shatiered esonomy
and capitalizing on Unteppad naturel re-
qp'ur&n.;;l'm ;f.l:vn ‘yours of this nzv.;o'd-
nistration grost progress, o
g,ontlnutn' difficuities, Indonesians of to-
dey~113 mhlion sirong=face a ohanging
future with renewed hops,
Although the melority of them st
live in sgrioulturel viliages, they are mov-
ing to town, like people sl over the
World:, Mueh of this migration is ceused
by # thirst for knowledge, Almost 70 per-
cent of o | ¥ oo Under 21,
Hundreds .of thousends of them sre in

college, .
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“Through demonstrations and other
pressure_tactics, the younger generation
led In ousting the former regime, Through
more. sophlsticated methods, they will
lead. all, Indonesla tomorrow, In what di-
rections il they. lead? Who knows?

Religlons—~Known and Unknown

‘Many, Americans. have never stopped
to think what religlons might be followed
In.the. Islands of Indonesla, Among those
who know more about, this land—one of
the world’s most_popiilous nations=some
might. say: "Indonesla? ©Oh, that's a
Muslim country,”

" True, more than three fourths of In-
donesia’s citizens profess to worship
Allsh according to, the teachings of the
prophet Muhsmmad. But It's not quite as
simple as that,. L

. . For-one thing, -there Ivéve-tiden Chris-
tiens In those Islends, about. & long es
there: have been Muslims, .Francls Xevier
was one of -Indonesia’s esrliest Catholls
missionaries,- During his time, the early
15009, Isiam ‘began to win more converts
than Chrlstisnity,

. But ‘Indonesia hes never become &
Muslim ‘monolith; like some cotintrles: of
Asls snd-the Middle Esst; Alivays there
hive been' minofities=various. sects of
Buddhism, & specialtype of Hindulsm on
the Island of :Ball, mysticel culis on Java,
And Islam- Itself hae spparently been In.

flusnced by the gracious, tolersnt, unhur.

ried life-style of Indonesia, There, it hes
less often shown the stern orthodoxy

found In other lends,

The Communist fiasso’ of 1988 left '

emptineis In the lives of many whe had
belleved ‘Marxist promies; Subsequent
Upheavals oslsed meny

LI B )

Indonesian Christisns of &) Kinds=per-

heps the largest minority of bellevers to

:‘1 k,,f'c:und in “sny’ country of Asla or
rica,

Baptists=Known and Unkniown

"Who are'the Baptists?"’ That was the
question ssked by an Indonesian.officlal
who was welghing whether to give this
strange sect permission to open work'in
his country. ; : |

Actuslly, had he been_expert in his
nationsl” history, he might have known
who the Baptists were, Meny. Protestant
chaplains from' the. Netherlands had
taught (slenders- es  well- as colonlals
through the years; But. British; Baptists
were the first, evangelical: missionarles to
Indonssia,, Among thelr number In ‘the
oirly 1800s.Was none other then Jabez
Carey, son of the great missionary plo-
neer, Willlam Carey, Other- groups fol-
lowed the Baptists’ lead: end found
responsive_sreas, Unfortunately, Baptist
work: Itself ‘petered out for lack of rein.
forcements, e

A ‘new beginning for Baptists In In.
donesia ' was made, appropriately enough,
oh the traditional” birthdete of the
Saviour of the world; Three Southern
Baptists~former China missionaries
Stockwell B, Sears, W, Buren Johnson,
and Charles P; Cowherd~srrived in
Djekerts, Indonesia’s capital, on Decem
b"iz‘, '“16" . o

‘Those three became the vangusrd of a
great host. For during the two decades
following, sithough many Southern. Bap-
thts did not realize It, Indonesia. beceme
one of thelr largest foreign mission fields,
By the esrly '70s, more then 100 mis-
slonaries were serving thive,

What forms doss their service take?

Winning Indonssiens and growing seif-

enroiment of 130 by Its fifteenth yeer, A
publishing house, settisd at Bendung In
1954 after earlier offorts elsewhere, sends
out various types of printed materials,
mostly In Indonesian, the nationsl lan.

gusge, L , ,
A hopitel, dedicated at Kedirl In 1987

" ofter oarller medical ministries, brings

physiesl and spiritusl healing to thou-:
sands - every year=and, since 1981, has

. helped to meet Indonesia’s staggering.

nesd for trained nurses. A elinie at Bukit

."tinggl on. the |Wand of Sumatra hes em-.

bodied Christ's compassion In a strongly
Muslim area,, A permit for @ hospital has:

* 'besn obtained, snd construction begen In

esrly 1970, - o R
_Student eenters in severs! large Citles
reach out ‘In loving, ‘positive witness to
Indonesia’s future ‘leaders. ‘Radio-TV
evangelism, bassed In_ Semarang and
Djakerta, tells the gospel ‘story In many
ways, Including muslo, drama, and tradi-
tional Javanese ballet,

By the early 70s, Baptists on the s
londs of Java'-end. Sumatra numbered
sround 10,000, gethered In ‘over,.200
churches end missions. Austrailen Baptist
work In the jungles of Irien had resuited
In'.a comparable total of converts, Along
with-Conservative Baptists In Kelimantan
and Independent, groups here and'there,
the: overall ‘Baptist constituency of In-
donesia probably exceeds 20,000,

The Future~Known and Unknown

Not ‘enough Baptists know' that. In-
donesla Is'one of the success storles of
modern missions, Such ‘phenomenal .re-
sponse calls -for even more in prayers,
gifts, and missionary forces..

Will coming years see s continuation
of the present-day ' Pentecost In In
donesia? No'men knows, But.,,

Ion’t It ‘enough to know that God has
given us In Indonesia an opportunity ‘un-
paralleled In recent times? Ian't it enoiigh
to'know ‘that mHlions of Indonestens stil
live' without wholenesé and.die without
hope, never having known the seving love
of God-In-Christ? I#n't It enough to know
that Christ’s commission has never been
rescinded? R
. J8't It enotigh to know, as we walk
Into en unknown future, thet Christ has
promised to be siways sidé by side with
our Christian brothers of Indonesia? -

by Williem MeEirath
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Bariiocha area Like Nahuel Huse/

‘Literally reaching to the ends of the
earth, Argentina liss In the southern, ox:
tremity of Latin Americe, Here, in the

“world's elghth largest country, Is a rioh
,vnrmv of lend and climate, In the north
are the troplos, In the west the Andes

Mountains, to the Eist the Atlantlc -

- Ocedn, and to the south the waters of the

Amorctio.
«Like the United States, Argentina is a

B momng pot of peoples and ocultures.

Many of the nation’s 23 million Inhabit:
ants come from Europesn backgrounds,
‘In fact, only one Argentine In 30 is not of
- Europesn desoent, Buenos Alres, one of

the largest citles In the world, has o

Europesn sir with its sidewalk cefes, tllb~

" orate opera house, smart shops, snd
- eobblestone streets-still to be found In

meny spots,

“The Argentines sre amiable and
coumoumxupt, perheps, when driving
cars or weiting in lines, Very proud of
their nation and heritage, they enjoy 8
standard of living that Is quite high com-
pared with other louth Amerioan
oointries, Their literacy rate is rmrdod

’uﬂnh&ﬂmﬂnhﬂnm ﬂ!‘bh

Whﬂnmubmmhu
come 8 seoond for meny

.h

(wruunmwsmm
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. vitaland varied -
Wlth (] ralatlvvlv stable economy,

‘growing Industry, and booming materlal
progress, Argentina Is on the threshold of

becoming a truly modern mtlon. In

recent years, thousands of mites of paved
roads have. been bulit end ‘the rallroad

system has been Improved, Hydro&lmrh‘

dems are being erected, better housing Is
replacing slums, and many other Improve:
ments are In the making. New oon:
struction Is rising on every hand.

Formal eduoation ks avallable to all,
and schools ahe. overflowing, By mesns of
_satellite, Argentines In many arems of the
cpuntry, are now viewing other perts of
the werld on thelr ‘teleyision soreens,
Progress Is the key word. todiv In this
land, a foremost country of Latin
Amaerios,

Protestants<known In Latin Amaerioa

5 "evangetionls’~have bun at wor}c In

Arnnﬁno for ‘more ‘then'a.

2'
i
_

ey

James Thomeon,) Pablo luoon ' Swine
Boptist pmohor artived I 1“1 wnd
beoame the founder of seversl shurshes,
When Southern Baptists' first mis

to Argentina, Dr. Sidney M. Sowell, ceme
+in 1903; he and ‘Beseon esteblished a last:
Ing friendship, The two men united foroes

and proossded together

In 1908 the Argentine Begtht Oohe
vention ‘was formed with five uhurdm.
By 1870 it numbered over 280 ohirches.
with approxlmmlv 20,000 members, -
Thess ohurches' are soattered from the
northern troplos to the Stralt of Magelian,
with certaln.cities having slxeable ciusters.
[The Convention Includes ‘churches re-
lated_to the:work .of Germen’ Beptists;
Irish Baptists, Southern Baptists, and the
Baptist Gonon[ Conference Board of
Foreign ‘Missions, :Conservative Baptists

Wﬂ:k in Argentina but do pot belong
toﬂuOonvontlon.thoud\ there is a good
relationship to fellow Baptists.]

The ‘Convention does its work through
boards, directed by capable and dedioated
Argentine’ Beptist ‘leaders. The program

vangelism, mane oommunho-
tions {redio and television), publiostion
and ‘diefibution of Jiterature, education,
and soolel work,

10

19

A
-




4

Argentine Baptist churches are mis-
sionary-minded and progressive. Through
Sunday Schools, missions, and evangel-
istic efforts they are seeking to reach
their communities and cities with the
gospel. Some churches have as many as
four and five missions. Eventually, these
will become organized churches.

Baptist youth, especially, are deeply
concerned about witnessing to others.
One group of college men and women,
seeking to demonstrate the gospel, spent
a month of their summer vacation in a
southern province. They took a census,
provided day care programs for children
of mothers working in the fruit harvest,
helped in small construction projects, and
were able to witness in many ways. To
inspire and challenge young people, the
Baptist Youth Convention holds periodic
congresses and edits a youth magazine.

The WMU (or Woman’s) Convention
concerns itself with the promotion of
missions. It works mainly through organi-
zations similar to those of the Woman's
Missionary Union in the United States.

——

Argentine Baptists, as they evangelize,
are increasingly concerned with meeting
the everyday needs of their fellow man.
One church, responding to a newspaper
appeal, sent a good supply of school
materials and used clothing to a remote
mountain school. When the school-
teacher called on the pastor to express
gratitude—no one else had responded to
the plea—he received an additional gift,
some New Testaments for the school.

Home missionaries, devoted and
competent, also demonstrate this con-
cern. Some have helped members of an
Indian tribe to obtain citizenship papers
and to enrol their children in schools.

Some churches have found an added
ministry in establishing schools and
kindergartens. In order to extend their in-
fluence further, others have organized
small institutes offering courses in home
economics, English, music, reading, and
writing.

Good will center work, a children’s
home, a home for the aged, and a high
school—though lacking in funds and
facilities—are all expressions of Argentine
Baptists” Christian concern for others.

In Buenos Aires, the International
Baptist Theological Seminary seeks to
meet the need for trained pastors and
workers. Its capable faculty and staff is
composed of missionaries and nationals.
Laymen, also, seek a better preparation
for service by attending night classes.

In areas distant from the seminary,
small teams of faculty members partici-
pate in institutes sponsored by the local

20

Junior Sunday School class
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associations of churches. Not only does
the seminary serve Argentina but also
Uruguay, Paraguay, and Chile: hence, the
name ‘‘international.”

OO ——

Varying ideologies and religions vie for
the loyalty of the Argentines. Political
movements try to make their appeal. Re-
ligions, such as Spiritism, compete for the
allegiance of the people. Although com-
munism finds here an unfertile soil, it is
at work seeking to get a foothold among
university students and labor unions.

Even though the great majority of
Argentines are considered Roman
Catholics and, therefore, adherents to the
State Church, relatively few of them at-
tend mass. Most of them frankly admit
that they have no faith. But many will
listen to the gospel as proclaimed by

Piano lesson at Baptist Good Will Center

Baptist pastor preaches
in Buenos Aires church

freedom to preach the gospel.

The word for Argentine Baptis
NOW! Now is the time to make a mg
thrust forward. The time is right. Theg
portunity is at hand. Southern Baptist
you—are still needed in Argentina!

The Argentine Baptist Convention
growing, and progress is being made. (g
vention leaders are intelligent and c
ble, but Baptists in Argentina are not}
able to carry a full responsibilityl
evangellzatlon in their beloved natlon.

They need more missionaries to u'
in important cities which have no Ba
witness.

They need our support through
Cooperative Program and the Lo
Moon Christmas Offering, in ord
continue their advance.

Above all, .our Argentine Bapl
brothers and missionary representat
need our constant prayers.

—— N Em—

Argentina is a growing, progré
nation. But the greatest need /
people—a vital faith in Jesus Christ=
not be met unless we and other Christ
help. If we do not, this nation’s "f“
may well turn to the ideologies of M
they search for life’s answers. Af
willing to pay the price to share ou
with Argentina’s millions? :

—by Marion T. Linef

DETACH AND FILE FOR PROS
USE. (Baptist Women will be studynd &
tina in November.) Reprints are availd
upon request from Foreign Missiof
Literature Distribution, P. O. Box 65972
mond, Va. 23230. This leaflet reP'&
Board'’s former pamphlet on Argen tina: \
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BY ROBERTA KELLS DORR

Missionary to Yemen

NIGHT LIGHT

A light is burning in the village.

It is too late for happiness

And too early yet for work. '

| am appalled at all the pain that light
can mean:

Another mother dying;

A tooth that aches witho.ut a cure;

Infection running wild,

Unchecked;

Life torturing life.

Light has always meant good things
in the past

But here

So many things meant to be good

Are twisted out of shape.
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PILGRIMS TO MECCA
By a Baplist in the Middie East

Pilgrimis to Mocca ride overcrowded busses and trucks, paused bumper to bumper in Saudi Arabia.

HE DHOW, ticd at the dock on
the Persian Gulf,* apparently
had no space for even one more per-
son to stand, let alone to sit, on its
heavily populated deck. But on the
sidewalk alongside waited at least
another 200 persons, hoping to get
on board. (The dhow is a small ship
powered by diesel and/or by sail.)
The scene was noted during a re-
cent trip to Abu Dahbi and Dubai,
Trucial States along the gulf. 1 did
not know the ship's destination, but
the next time 1 was in Beirut, Lebanon,
1 read in the English-language news-
paper that the crowds were traveling
up the gulf to Al-Kobar in Saudi
Arabin, from there to go by truck
and bus to Mecea for the annual pil-
grimage of Muslims.
A truck bearing a Syrian license and
covered at the back with a tarpaulin

* The name of the gull depends on whelher one
in on fa castern side or ity westem side. la lran,
on the cas, &t {a called the Persian Quit. In Savdl
Arabla or the Tructal States. on the west, ¢
of wateer {n referred to ax the Arabian Guil, Maps,
however, list it ay the Persian Quit,
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caught our attention as a Christian
fricnd from Jordan and 1 stood talk-
ing one day. As the two-and-a-half~ton
wvehicle rumbled by we peered into
the back. Not more than four feet
abowve the truck bed another floor had
been installed. On both levels men
sat crowded as close to cach other
as possible. They, too, were making
their pilgrimage to Mecea.

The airport terminal at Beirut was
filled with a milling crawd as T an
rived for a flight one evening. At the
airline counter 1 was told 1 could
not travel on the expected flight, even
though a reservation had been as-
sured. This was a “Hajj" flight: the
special Boeing 707 had no first-class
section; instead there were six seats
abreast from front to back to accom-
modate pilgrims to Mecca. (The pil-
grimage is a Hajj. One who makes the
pilgrimage is a Haji.)

A substitute reservation had been
made for me on Middle East Airlines.
After immigration check 1 had time

to observe many of the pilgrims in the
lounge as they waited for their trip
to Mcecca. 1t was prayer time. At one
side of the crowded lounge six men
knecled on their prayer rugs spread
on the floor. Facing Mecca, each bent
to touch his nose to a stone placed
on the floor. The stone probably had
come from Mecca, or perhaps from
Medina, the second holy city for the
Muslims.

Later that night, while T waited 90
minutes in another terminal for lug-
gage to arrive from the plane into the
customs clearance center, I watched
a group of men arriving from Afghan-
istan. Some were blind and were being
led; others, frail and feeble, were being
helped along. Others scemed strong
and vigorous. All wore the two-picce,
white, seamless garment, with their
right shoulders bared, indicating they
had been purified for their Hajj. Their
heads were shaved, but their beards
were long and curly.

Dressed in black, floor-length wool

THE COMMISSION




coats, a group from the mountains of
Syria sat in a corner of the terminal
building. Some of the women's dresses
boasted claborate and colorful em-
broidery.

A plane landed from Turkey. The
arrival of each aircraft was announced
over the terminal's loudspeaker in
various languages. and cach group
was welcomed in Middle Eastern style.

Their faces bearing tribal markings,
Africans, apparently from many coun-
trics and tribes, trooped through the
building. Each man proudly wore his
distinctive and colorful clothing. A
friend once told me of being on hand
when the chief hunter of one tribe
arrived in full regalin.

Even though the hour was late, |
was almost disappointed why my lug-
gage arrived, for 1 had witnessed a
panorama of people in various national
dress, all at the height of their religious
devotion,

Every Muslim who is financially able
is required to make one pilgrimage to
Mecca. This is the high point of his
religious experience. Many save money
all their lives for this trip. To visit
Mecca is the goal of every true Muslim.

Instead of using credit cards or
teaveler's checks, the pilgrims wear
money belts around their waists or
over their shoulders. Some carry hand-
woven carpets and other handeraft to
scll along the way to pay expenses.
Such a craftsman doesn't cash a check,
he sells a carpet.

The Eid cl-Adha feast marks the
end of the pilgrimage. To Muslims,
this feast celebrates the miraculous
deliverance of Ishmael when Abra-
ham was told to offer him as a sacri-
ficc to God; God provided n ram
caught in nearby bushes to be offered
in the place of Ishmael. The Bible
records that it was Isanc, not Ishmael,
whom Abraham was to sacrifice. But
the Muslims, descendants of Ishmael,
believe that it was he who was to be
offered.

Each family is to kill a sheep for
their feast and give part to the poor
as alms. This applies to all Muslims,
whether or not they make the pilgrim-
age. On onc occasion I observed a
butcher going from house to house to
kill sheep for Muslim families.

At a sheep market the day before
the feast was to begin, 1 saw sheep
everywhere—all sizes, black ones or

SEPTEMBER 1970

Muslim pilgrims put up a city of tents

white ones or brown ones from thoe
Sudan, imported especially for the
feast. A distinctive smear of paint on
cach animal's wool indicated the shep-
herd who owned the animal. The head
of cach family bargained vigorously
for the best sheep he could afford.

The barber 1 visited camo back to
his shop greatly distressed—the price
of cach sheep was more than he could
pay. Haircuts in his shop prabably
were a little more oxpensive for the
vest of the day, particularly for Ameri-
cans.

Driving across n desort on the flrst
day of the feast, I passed a car,
bearing license plates from Jordan,
that had pulled toa stop near a shop-

not far from Mount Arafat, near Mecca.

herd. Money was cvident as bargaining
went on over the price of a sheep.

The mass of pilgrims are in the
vicinity of Mecen at feast time. Each
year between 300,000 and 500,000
pcople make the Hajj. Some join with
large groups for the fenst; others eat
in small gatherings.

A scminary professor once explained
that God, when he directed Abraham
to sacrifice Isnnc, was asking the
patrinrch, “Arc you as dedicated to
me as are the people in the midst of
whom you live, who willingly sacri-
fico their firstborn sons to their god?”

This question takes on now meaning
and greater force for moe after I have
scen the Muslim pilgrims.
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AN courtesles, &t was obvicus that he
was othslmcnkmm
considers Christianity wore

than Tslam, since the doctrine of
Tanity, Wisunderstood, makes the
C\tistm wuthe\\
Rast thee gods! 1T you argue that the
Mushen pleces Muharmad o wuch
the same spiitual plere 33 we hod
Jesus, the Maslm WiR fasist that ke

w finds Christians lackt

el and discipline. He

Who deink atcohole be S and e
fratn from fastieg' and ic prayern
Qur Nigerian steward, a Muslim, found
us to be 3 curiosity whea he discovered
that we did naot serve a\cohgke bever
ages to our house guests. Requesting
a soft drink at social eveats made one
appear to be wore Muslim than
Chaistian.

A number of our Nigerian friends
shared with us their secret ambition—
a pilerimage to theie holy city of
Mecca. The fow who could afford the
plare fare chartered a Belgian air-
line that specialized in prop flights
from Kano to Mecca, It is casy to
spot one who has made the holy pit-
grimage: thereafter his title, and fiest
name, is Alhgji. Although women are
held in a subordinate role in a Muslim
sociely, We were syrprised to heat

world, st wes ateresting
‘Muslims’ frown ‘o8 the. transtation of
the’ Koran, Inctead, the. reader is exs

of at

‘bays,
Koranic, pasages in udison. Two of
~out- houaehold

W
WAy White wenr (ard in Africa ak"..m
Caucasizas are ladeled Chnsﬁem!)

R ot oF N
O Naena, tue

ot W \who m&d&\ \M pilgﬁ

Wik e, mp}\asie Chrictian , mis~
on tramslation ot our
Bible ato ‘other languages of the

to read that

pectéd to learn: Arabic, the holy lane
gnege i which Muhammad wrote the

OTan.

Ay’ \\'e‘dto\'e ~theough the walled
Qly ot Km ‘We.often ‘observed young
oper-air schools chanting
‘ “helpers ‘were Korante

(teachirs), so it was com-
Nece for thew to have an informal

0wt Tawa.or, in‘our garage.
mm,ammid to. have mem-
" orized ‘the - whote Koran.,

Istam is & ‘religion with a misstonary
X\ R \Vh“e \:31 \were tog} b{igerti\a neWws.
papers xeported periodically the num-
ber ‘of converts reaped by high-ranking
Muslim emirs who traveled among
pagan tribes. Christian wmissionaries
explained the fervency of Nigerian
Muslims to be a counter=measure to
\\\e “New Life. for You"™ campaign

ponsored by evangelical Christians in
West Afdde’ duri the *60s.

As expeﬁenced by Baptist mission-
arics throughout Islamic Africa and
Asta, ‘Wwinning' Muslimsg to the Lord
is not an ¢asy task. In some Muslim
countries “:Southern Baptists cannot
preach” dimt\y to the populace. Ine
stead, ‘they™ witness to _ individuals

throush medlcal and’ gpcial‘mlnismes.

B ln Nmrla. h&\%\m. Bapth\ and othor
“evangelical miestonaties preach” thb

1 open
NXQ conl:::rgd Mustim is held in aus-
picion, if not vejected, by his family,

Our Nigerlan steward, who at first

accepted an invitation to' dccompany.
us to church, politely declined after'.
consulting his rellgloua superiors, .
Politically and cultura aehamvo
Africans assoclate Christianity not on
with white colonialism, but also with
the technical and secular cultire of

the West, The African Muslim,' ‘Who'*
looks to the Arabic world for<his .
destiny, finds it casy to eomlder Chris.

tianity, monogamy, the English lan=

‘1

guage, and technology allen to Ms;»

culture, 4
It scerned to us that Islam was on

all sides an extornal and legalistic |

rcligion where one hoped to ‘merit
cternal life thm\g prayer, fasting,
and almsgiving. One of the prized
mementos of our African exporlenco

is a small wooden tablet on which & |

mallam practiced: writing the Koran, -
On the other side of ‘the tablet a
missionary frlend of ours printed John'
3:16 in Hausa, the lingua franca ‘of
Muslim Nigerla. The ink is beginhin
to fade, but it reads: “"Gamae Alle
ya ¥ Kammar dunlya hamya bada -
D«msa haijafle. Rédal domm duken
wanda yana“bdada’ gaskiya gore Shi; |
Kada ya lalache, anima ya sami i
na har abade (Johanna 3:16)
This remaing the' hope of the world‘
--the Muslim lncluded. ﬂ
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FROM THE EDITOR

New Conxlltant Elected

ICHARD M. STYLES has beon colected public relations

consultant by the Forelgn Mission Board, The action
aceurred nt tho Board's July meoting. Assuming his dutios this
month, he becomon tho coordinator of the public relations
functions of the Board's Mission Support Division, under
the suporvision of Josse C. Flotcher, divislon director.

Known to many as "Rick," Stylos is a 3S-year-old Baptist
lnyman and deancon and han directed the Board's training
sonslon  for - misslonary  Journeymen
thisv  summer ot Morodith  College,
Raleigh, North Carollna, Since tho in.
coption of the journeyman program
in 1968, ho hus ussistod In the train.
ing program for every group. The
first year he was director of langunge
studies,

For five yoars ho wan director of
development and public relations for
Vlruln,u Intermont  Collogo, Bristol.
Whon the Journeymun tralning pro.
gram wan conducted on that campus,
ho sorved an lalson  betweon the  Richard M. Styles
Foreign Mission Board and tho college.

During the 1969-70 school torm Styles worked toward
tho doctor of philosophy degree at the University of Neow
Mexico, Albuquerque, where he had earller recelved the
master of arty degree In Latin American studies,

Upon completion of hix undergradunte work at Texas
Technologlenl College (now University), Lubbock, he served
three years In tho U.S. Army. Afterwards he worked with
hiv fathor In o cnttle-feeding business near Lubbock until
ho returned 1o college and the pursuit of a church-related
vocation,

Mrex, Styles, the former Deann Buske, of Friona, Texas,
Iv ulvo o Texas Tech graduate,

Mr. and Mrs. Styles have two sons, Mike, ten, and Scott,
olght, and n duughter, Sherl, who In four yoars old.

A Sense of History

ROUNDING OU1 onsirvaANcEs for the 125th anniversary of
the Southern Buptist Convention and its Home and Forelgn
Missdon Boards, many Southern Baptists are moro  fully
awaro of thelr herltage. Qur history as o denomination, how-
over, doos not bld us to look back. Instead it furnishes us
with u record from which we can gain enlightment for mak-
Ing better plans und avolding  possible pitfalls. Tho best
rlunnlnu will be done by those who have a keen sense of
istory and apprecintion for it lessons.

Soon we onter the second quarter of Southern Baptists’
second century of foreign missions, ‘The horizon for planning,
oxpanding, and becoming more effective with our witness and
ministries oversean constitutes a greater challenge than over.

Knowing how our foreign mission enterprise became what
it In today In significant for all of us, whether we go as mis-
sonarlos or support tho cause from our home base. For
this renson the Forelgn Mission Board has produced Advance:
A Hivtory of Southern Baptist Forelgn Mlissions. Published
by Brondman Pross, lts authors are Baker J. Cauthen, execu-
tivo secrotary of the Foreign Mission Board, and other mem-

bers of the Board's administrative stafl,

A few Issucs ago we announced publication of this book.
Wo repeat the announcement now, particularly with refer-
ence to church libraries. Every church should have at Jeast
onc volume of this history in its library. It should be made
u baslc reference volume for the missionary education pro-
gram in overy church, It can be ordered or purchased at
overy Baptist Book Store, The price Is $4.98.

For Mission Study

W norr that every Southern Baptist church will have a
membership-wide study of the Foreign Mission Graded Serles
this year. Under the general theme, “Chinese Mission Fields
Today,"” the four age-graded books are about the Chinese
people who are scattered throughout several countries of the
Orlent outside mainland China,

Time Is short for the church librarian who plans to pro-
vide background books and other reading materials as supple-
ments for this year's foreign mission study program, We
recommend two new books from Broadman Press.

They Changed My China, by Molly Wong, is for adults,
young adults, and older youth, The author is an editor with
the Hong Kong Baptist Press.

The story Is her personal account of experiences under
communism in her home country, mainland China., She gives
the reader an Inside look at the circumstances under which
everyone must live today in that land. Onc of the strengths
of the book is the sceming calm manner with which she
relates what happened to her and around her as she was
sustained by her Christian faith and hope in an athelstic,
anti-church socicty. She was subjected to danger and suspicion
in a long scrics of developments that could not have ended
huppily except for her escape to Hong Kong.

Lottle Moon of China Is a 64-page book written specifically
for children, ages six through nine.

The author, Jester (Mrs. Ray) Summers, is an experienced
writer for children. In this story she acquaints her readers
with the mischicvous, prank-playing tomboy who becanie a
missionary to China. The casy-to-rcad large type and the
attractive illustrating sketches should make this book such
i good beginning experience in reading missionary biographics
that many children will want to read more of them.

Listen Again

A STEADY STREAM of information comes across this
cditor's desk from overscas mission ficlds. The accounts are
varied according to differences between the ficlds; some make
us glad, others sadden. But we are most deeply stirred by
reporis such as we recently received from one of the most
responsive  ficlds, cvangcelistically speaking. Among other
things, the reporter stated that a certain missionary had been
unable to accept all the invitations he had received to begin
new work in various towns and villages.

Another report tells of 600 towns and cities in one country
that are without a Daptist witness,

Is God calling Southern Baptist pastors to thesc places of
great need? If he is, why are so few responding? In almost
cvery country where Southern Baptists are privileged to have
missionarics, the nced for qualified men with pastorate
experience Is a critical one.
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Dr. Cauthen congratulates some of the new journeymen,

IXTY-FOUR missionary journcy-

men were commissioned by the
Forcign Mission Board on the evening
of Thursday, August 6,

Assigned for two years of service
overscas, they will devote themselves
to a varicty of tasks, including teach-
ing, nursing, working with students,
scrvice in mission business offices, and
other tasks,

Each onc gocs in response to a
definitc request from the mission or-
ganization, with a job description fully
in hand for the assignment awaiting.
While committed to the task as out-
lined in the job description, cach one
keeps in mind that his basic purpose
is to sharc his knowledge of Christ as
personal 8aviour with others, so as to
strengthen the falth of those who al-
ready are Christians and help to bring
others to Christ as Saviour,

The first group of journcymen was
sent out in 1965, Reports of their
work were highly encouraging, and
the missionarics expressed gratitude to
have them in their midst,

Journcymen arc sclected through a
very careful screening process, Gen-
c Christian cxperience Is a basic
. pecessity, coupled with training and
zptitudcs for scrvice which make cvi-
ent the person’s fitness for the task,
A rigorous program of training gives
o&ponunity for further prcramtion for
field and testing of motivations and
commitments,

Evidence of the high quality of mis-
sionary fjourncymen and the thorough-
ness of the preparation period is seen
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in the fact that very few of those who
have been sent to the field have re-
turned before thelr period of service
was concluded, There have been some
ilincsscs which have occasioned return
to this country, and a few other resig-
nations have occurred, but these have
been very rare. The foumneymen go
with full commitment to their task and
determination to render service that
will be helpful and will abide cven
after they have left the field.

Missionary journcymen are not nec-
essarily people in training for long-
range carcer scrvice, 1f a person s
planning for a carcer of missionary
service, normally he goes right ahcad
with that preparation, looking forward
to appointment to the field as carly as
possible, rather than follow the route
of the missionary journcyman.

Missionary journcymen arc sent out
on the basis that thcy have a construc-
tive service to render and that the ex-

crience of serving on the field will

gc of value, not only during the time
they are there, but also throughout
their whole lives as they become a part
of the supporting basc for the world
mission task,

A good many journcymen discover
through thelr involvement in the mis-
sion task that a scnsc of long-range
calling grips their hearts, and they re-
turn to this country to make further
preparation for carcer service,

Missionary journcymen are sent out
following college graduation while
they are still not beyond age 26, If
they anticipate doing carcer mission-
ary scrvice, they complete the neces-

| Missionary
| Journeymen

BY BAKER J. CAUTHEN

sary scmina?' training or professional
school training before being placed
under regular missionary assignment,

While the Missionary Joumeyman
Program is a very important part of
missionary outreach, it is in no way a
substitute for long-range carcer ap-
pointment, Auxiliary categorics, such
as missionary journcyman and mission-
ary associate, arc designed on the basis
of not exceeding 10 percent of the
total missionary staff, This empha-
sizes the fact that the main thrust of
missionary work is done by carcer
missfonarics but that auxillary cate-
gorics fill an important place and are
very worthwhile,

The going of 64 missionary journcy-
men reminds us clearly that today’s
young people who love Jesus Christ
stand ready to become involved in the
task of sharing him with the whole
world, Those who commit themselves
to this ministry have a deep convic-
tion that they arc dealing with the
basic problems which must be con-
fronted. The gospel of Christ brings
reconciliation of man with God and
with his fellowman, as well as peace
in his own heart, Without this kind of
reconciliation, the problems of the
world cannot be truly solved,

As long as young pcople carnestly
scck to do Christ’s will, there is reason
for optimism, encouragement, and joy,
When people become discouraged as
they read the tragic storics in the daily
press of disturbed, erratic youth, they
can find their spirits lifted by taking
a closc look at missionary fourney-
men,
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Witness on a Bus

JiMm WEsT, a fellow student in language school and also a ncw missionary,
and 1 were making our usual Thursday night trip on our way to prayer mect-
ing at the one Baptist church in Cartago, Costa Rica. The city of 21,000 people
is 11 miles southcast of San José,

Jim and T were the last to board the bus to Cartago, and we scparated to
the two remaining scats, During the rumbling, 25-minute journcy
I tricd my limited Spanish on the man next to me. I noticed Jim
doing the same, Soon my short-term ncighbor and 1 were talking
about the cconomic problems of the average Costa Rican family.

“There arc many jobs but they pay little,” said Eduardo, my
new acquaintance, Like many pcople here, his big concern ‘Wwas to
put enough food on the table and adequate clothing on his wife and children.
He asked about the United States and was surprised to find that most of the
people in the States own automobiles,

Realizing time was short, T began to speak to Eduardo about Jesus, 1T trixd
to share with him in my faulty Spanish how Jesus had come into my life. |
pulled out o Gospel of John carried for just such an opportunity. Eduardo
began to show interest, For a few moments he sqemed to forget nbout jobs
and automobiles, _

“Read this little book,” 1 urged. Remembering the cagerness with which 1
had seen so many others devour written materials given them in Costa Rica,
I prayed silently that the colorful but inexpensive Gospel of John would once
more be used by the Holy Spirit to awaken another’s desire for cternal life in
Christ, Eduardo scemed grateful that someone had spoken to him about a better
wiy.,

As Jim and 1 scrambled off the bus, we comparxd notes. Both had found
opportunitics to share the Living Word with another.

At the church we found only the pastor’s wife waiting. Our pastor had re-
cently entered night classes to carn his high school diploma, and the service
would be led by Dona Juanita, the faithful president of Woman's Misslonary
Union, a tiny Indy with a giant Christinn witness. After about cight more mem-
bers arrived, we began to, sing. Then Doda Juanita led us in a well prepared
Bible study. During prayer time Jim shared his joy in being hble to witness for
the first time in another language.

On the way home we talked about the little things of which missions is
made—little things like prayer with a nationnl brother, or a simple testimony
offered in Christian love.

Joun G. Maavar (appointed for Colombia), San José, Costa Rica

After Ten Years

At MERIDA, Yucatdn, the Baptist church was organized ten years ago with
17 members. 1 was present for the organization. Now the church’s membership
exceeds 300,

For the five Sundays in March the church set attendance goals in Sundny
School, beginning with 300 and increasing 50 a week to reach 500.

Every goal was surpassed cxcept for the third Sunday. A revival
was held the last week,

Two weeks before the evaneelistic effort, the church held prayer
meetings in various homes in Mérida, a city of 250,000, The week
before the campaign 21 visitors worked all day for five days, knock-
ing on doors (7,500), distributing special magazines (8,000), handbills
(8,000), and tracts (10,000). Two 30 -minute television programs and cight
radio broadcasts were presented.

The church choir, a young people’s instrumental group, and a soloist pre-
sented special music at services. Attendance reached as high as 750,

Campaign results included 259 professions of faith., Twenty-five were bap-
tized on March 29, and 59 more decided to be baptized soon.

ErviN E, HASTEY, Mcexico, DF, Mcexico

28

New Ways

WHiLe in Nairobi, Kenya, on busi-
ness I heard Mrs. Ralph W. Harrell,
a missionary, rclate the prayer of an
African woman at a Baptist meeting:
“Lord, we have given up our old cus-
toms and the ways we used to do
things. Now teach us from
your Word to know what
we should do.”

Some of us have never
had to give up much to

’ accept Christianity, Not
so with the Africans—their past is
mixed with pagan tribal customs that
were bred and propagated in igno-
rance. To become a follower of Christ
for the African has often meant ostra-
cism by family, friends, and cven his
tribe.

For some of us who arc mission-
arics the real turmoil these converts
facc cscapes our comprchension. Yet
we must remain aware of their life
and customs so as to minister to them
as they arc transformed into n new
lifc through their new perspective in
Jesus Christ,

It takes much cournge to give up all
that onc has known in order to accept
somcthing completely ncw and then
to be at casc with that new concept,
C7) Davip C. LonNa, Jinja, Uganda

Sea Lessons

ON THE TROPICAL island of Penang,
the nrodern white buildings of Malay-
sin Baptist Theological Secminary stand
on a mountain overlooking the seca.
The bcnch below offers white sand,
| palm trees, and the clear,
green ocean. I have
| learned many things from
the sea,
| It can be calm or wild

with unrest and fury. The

¢ can be cxtremely low, but it al-
ways rises again. The sca deposits
treasurcs on shore: coral, shells, peb-
bles. driftwood.

These lessons have been n blessing:
Despite deep sorrows and anguish in
our souls, God can give calmness and
peace,

Our lives will have low cbbs, but
the tide will always rise and take us
to ncw spiritual heights,

Likc the sca, our lives must leave
treasurcs for others. As we arc given
morc of the trcasurc of God's love,
we must share with others,

Ruti (Mrs. Bill Clark) THOMAS
Pcenang, Malaysia
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Airborne Clinic

THE MEDICAL WORK is going as planned. We now reach four places by car
and one place by air for mobile clinic work. There is a story behind the air-
borne clinic.

About a year ago we surveyed the location with the aid of an American
\ Mapping Mission helicopter. A suitable place for an airstrip was

found at Maranya, and the people there were asked to work on it.
i In January Missionary Ray Lindholm and Sam (my husband)
- { went back to the site—22 hours by mule, not counting rest stops.
pa: When they finally reached the proposed location they found the
- ground had cracked so badly during the dry scason that the plane
could not possibly land there, Sadly they spelled out with rocks a message for
the pilot not to land that Saturday. He dropped a note saying he would return
on Tuesday.
= On Sunday afternoon about SO0 people showed up with hoes and leveled
and smoothed the airstrip in half a day.

The two missionaries knew they had come through forbidding country on
the trip. and on Sunday they learned how forbidding. A group of men brought
in scven people from the gorge below who had been shot by bandits about 30
hours after the missionarics had passed the spot of the ambush,

Little or no medicine was available for the wounded. Sam did what he
could, but four of the victims dicd before Tuesday. When the plane arrived,
Sam flew back to Menz to secure antibiotics and plaster of paris for casts to
carc for the remaining wounded. On his most recent visit he found that all
three survivors had returned to their villages.

(73) VIRGINIA (Ginny) (Mrs. S. R, J,, Jr.) CANNATA
Addis Abeda, Ethiopia

Rice for the Preacher

THE EAGERLY awaited time for the Asin-wide crusade arrived. Our family
and a pastor from Cotabato City drove to the airport to welcome those coming
from the U.S. to assist the crusade in this arca. Later that day, Robert (my
husband) drove the men to their assignments.

At M'lang. his last stop, he saw Mr. Sadje. a lay worker from
onc of the churches located several hours away from M'lang by
logging road. We have known him for some time, and he is a dedi- |
cated Christian, ; '~

Robert lcarned that Sadje had made the long ride from his barrio s
to get a bag of rice with which to feed the visiting preacher. Since thc congre-
gation could not afford to buy rice, Sadje had come to get some from a cousin,
That night Sadje rode back to Cotabato City with Robert to sccure a public
address system and some other materinls he needed for the crusade. We invited
him to stay with us Saturday night.

“I cannot,” he explained, “because T have to be back home in time for Sun-
day School in the morning." That mcant an all-night ride on a logging truck
with his sack of rice, loudspeaker cquipment, and a pump organ.

As [ watched him learn how to operate the public address system, I thought
to myself, “Lord, how much do I love you? Would 1 do what this man is going
to do tonight because of my concern for lost people?”

Sadje left our housc about 10:00 p.M. with a smile. He had rice to feed the
preacher, loudspecakers so all the people in the barrio could hear the message
of salvation, and a pump organ so they could better enjoy the music as they
sang of God's love.

JANET (Mrs. Robert N.) Nasu, Cotabato City, Philippines
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Cali Graduate

EAcn YEAR on the Thursday night
preceding Easter, Colombian pcople
“visit the monuments'—the beautiful
arrangements of flowers and other ob-
jects on the altars of Catholic churches
to honor the host, which is belicved to
S =71 be Christ's body. From
. church to church the pco-
plc move, stopping in
"1 cach to scck the monu-
ment and to say a prayer.

Since First Baptist
Church. Cali, is on a main street,
many wander in to visit our non-
cxistent monuments.

On such a Thursday night some 15
years ago, a Junior-nge girl and her
grandmother cntered  First  Church,
where we were conducting evangelistic
services. They were greatly surprised
when they saw no monument, but,
realizing a rcligious scrvice was in
progress, they sat down and listened
to the music and preaching.

They continued to attend services.
Fanny, the Junior girl, accepted Christ
as  Saviour. She became active in
Training Union and Girls' Auxiliary.
She studicd piano to be able to serve
in the church,

Ycars passcd. In a beautiful cere-
mony she became queen regent in GA,
In onc of her themes she wrote, “I
would like to be a missionary and
work where there has been no Baptist
work before.”

When Fanny was 16, a seminary
student was attracted to this beautiful
girl, Just after her 17th birthday they
were marricd. Upon his graduation
thcy went to Montcerfa, capital of the
ncw state of Cérdoba, to a mission sit-
uation, They helped the work develop,
organized a church where there had
been none, and when they left it was
thriving.

Three years ago the couple returned
to Armenia, a five-hour bus ride from
Cali, where the husband is pastor of a
strong church. For the past two years
Fonny has left her husband and three
small boys cach Monday, studied dur-
ing the weck at International Baptist
Theological Seminary in Cali. and re-
turned home on Friday.

Late in May she was graduated
with a finc scholastic record. She is
an accomplished pianist, active in
church and associational affairs, and
shows promise as a writer of programs
for children.

CRrREA RIDENOUR, Cali, Colombia
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INES of fourth, fifth, and sixth

graders filed into the cafetorium,
that hybrid of present-day school
architecture,

Older children pulled up chairs
and scated themsclves reluctantly, A
stranger of 35 or so beckoned to the
younger oncs to come sit on the floor
near the stage. They complied gladly,
and soon the arca was filled.

“Do you know what's going to be
happening in here this morning?™ a
visitor asked an intelligent-looking
sixth grader.

“l think a missionary is coming,"
the boy answered, “from, uhm, Indo-
nesia, 1 think."”

Surcly the stranger ncar the stage
was not the missionary., He had long
sidecburns, and in that blue shirt, wide
tie, trim brown suit, and vest he just
couldn't be. But he was.

A brief introduction, and William
N. "Mac"” McElrath was on. The
children sccmed unsure of what to
cxpect, but somchow the missionary
imparted the idea that it would be

The author Is o ataft writer in the preas office at
the Foreign Mission Board,
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Missionary McEirath and autoharp at a Richmond, Virginia, area school.

NASI GORENG

in the Cafetorium

an cxciting experience,

McElrath, a Southern Baptist mis-
sionary, had been through the pro-
gram many times. This assembly of
350 children at Maude Trevvett
School ncar Richmond, Virginia, on
this spring morning brought to 11,500
his collective audicnce during the
months he had been on furlough. By
the time he rcturned to Indonesia
scveral weeks later he had spoken to
an cstimated 13,375 children.

Mac's program might be an answer
to a problem faced by his furloughing
colleagues.

Some months earlier a group of
Southern Baptist missionarics in a
mecting at Forcign Mission Board
headquarters in Richmond had dis-
cusscd the problem of lost daytime
hours when they attended World Mis-
sions Conferences. Church meectings
were, of necessity, scheduled primarily
in the cvening: what could they do,
they asked, to make better use of their
titme? School engagements were sug-
gested, but some of the missionaries
believed current educational trends
might limit that particular solution.

McElrath's approach, however, was
cducational, not sectarian, and he
found casy access to school assemblies.
Since he always spoke to the same age
group and therc was no overlapping
of audiences, a single prepared pro-
gram served his purpose.

At the outset of the 50-minute pre-
sentation at Maude Trevvett, he estab-
lished a mood of adventure with a true
World War 11 story about a cripplad
bomber that was ditched in the South
Pacific. Five Americans, clinging to
bits of wreckage, sighted an unknown
island. Suddenly dugout canoes ap-
proached, paddled by brown-skinned
men. Were they friends or foes?

McElrath’s crisp, expressive voice
held his audience spellbound.

“Now the men faced an even larger
problem. Were they being rescued, or
were they being captured? Were they
being taken home to eat supper—or
were they being taken home to be
supper?”

The audicnce was hilarious.

The downed flyers, it turned out,
were being rescued by Indonesians.
Any fears were quickly allayed when
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*Mac" tums his hands into “‘etephants.”

the islanders’ leader carcfully enunci-
ated two of the four English words he
knew: “Jesus Christ.” That Indone-
sian, who later flew to Australia with
the rescued Americans (in his night-
clothes because there wasn't time to
change), is now an educated Christian
leader and a friend of the McElrath
family.

As though he hadn't forgotten what
it's like for someone nine, ten, or
cleven years old to sit in a hard chair,
McElrath soon had the children stand-
ing: “Now, let's all sing that great old
anthem, ‘She'll Be Comin' 'Round the
Mountain When She Comes.'™

In moments they were singing the
whole “anthem"™ with an Indonesian
word in cach verse. “She'll be coming
around the puntjak (summit) when
she comes,” the youthful voices rang.
led by the missionary's clear baritone
and the whang of his autoharp.

“Chickens are scrawny in Indo-
nesia,” he stopped to explain, “so let's
sing, ‘We will all have fried rice when
she comes.’ But the Indonesians say
nasi goreng, ‘rice fried.'™

The children tried the unfamiliar
words and then joyfully sang, “We
will all have nasi goreng when she
comes!”

Each word they learned conveyed a
bit of the culture and feel of the Indo-
nesians themselves. McElrath was
teaching not geography but people.

And as he reiterated the word
“you,” it seemed he wasn't trying to
bring Indonesia to the children so
much as to take them there. “Now
when you go to Indonesia . . . ,” he
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would begin, lkeaving littke doudbt in the
minds of his rapt Ksterers that some-
day they would, indeed, go to Indo-
nesia.

They discovered that when they dd
go they would not be ablke to rely on
familiar gestures for communication.

“All of you,” directed the mission-
ary, “speak to me at the same time.
Without making a sound, say ‘Come
hem‘\ »

Obediently the youngsters beckonad
with upturned fingers. But, no, that
was not the way in Indoncsia. An
Indonesian “come here,™ they learned,
is upside down, almost identical to an
American “goodbye.”

They leamned that in Indonesia they
would have to use chin instead or
forcfinger when counting and point
toward their feet instead of thumbing
when hitchhiking—"If you would be
so kind as to stop kere™ A circke de-
scribed around the car with the fore-

finger would not communicate the idea
of mental inadequacy. Instead, the
finger must be slanted across one's
forchcad—"The poor fellow's brain
has been put in crooked.”

A lesson in Indoncsian table man-

RATS WS more fxsinanweg ©
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Young spectators: engrossed (above) and amused.
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AMaxaa, Tex RA X 1902 Aaveedad New
OxiRons Stmataary. She hxs worked a3 a s
retary da Texas amd Lowdsiama, Atarriages
Aug. 2 196 Cxren: JaroN  Atarphy
e Aug IR 196 Lindwey Scowt, Now 1
1I9AR Wikham Chitonn, Now, X 1969,

HRONDURAS: Robert A. (Bod) WiRams,
Jra borme Atemplits, Tean. Now 11, 19348
Graduate: Meeaphis State Univenily; Soath
om Baptist Thealogwcal Samimary (MSML
and further study)l He has been planst or
orgamast  for churches in Teameswe and
Keattcky amd minister of mune  for
churncdes 1 Georpta,  itchading  Central
Church, Newnane Ga. 196462 He
taught At tao whoots of music . Louwis
e, Ky, Expected ype of service: mwsic
cvangelismn. Glivia Barrel Witkamsy borm
Warrenton, Ga. Aug. 4 19X Graduate:
Aercer Uriversity: Southuwestern  Seminary
(MREDL She was a staffer at Ridgecrest
(NC) Baphist AsweadNy tn the summer of
1986 amd 2 Home Misston Board sumener
mssonary i Missount (195%) and 0 Qo
(1989 She was a summer approved mus
warker under the music department of the
Baptit Convention of the State of Georgia
i 1960 and 1961, She has taught piano,
was cducational director at Rirst Chureh,
Waycross, Ga. and  kindergarten teacher
tn Newnan. Marriage: July 23 1962 Qe
Rodert Alexander Ul (Rod), Jan. 28, 1970
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Chinese Mission Fields Today, a resource
booklet for teachers of the Foreign Mission
Graded Series books for 1970, is free upon re-
quest from the Foreign Mission Board, Box
6597, Richmond, Virginia 23230.

Contents include: two-color wall map, for
classroom use; twelve black-and-white teach-
ing pictures, suitable for mounting; introduc-
tory article [)y Dr. James D. Belote; rerrlnt of
related pages from Know Your Baptist Mis-
silons—1970; article on the Hong Kong Bap-
tist Press; a back-issue guide to study-theme
articles in The Commission; reprint of a new
outll)w-gevel pamphlet, Tak-Kwong, Chinese
en Pal,

Mall to1 Poreign Misslon Board, 88C
Literature Distribution
Box 6597, Richmond, Virginia 23230

Send the booklet, Chinese Mission Fields Today, fo:

(please print)
Name
Address
Clty

State —____ Zip




