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2 By Leland Webb

A SOGGY Sunday after-
WW noon, members of the 

. small congregation grad-
! ually assemble, some ducking under 

umbrellas, a few wrapped in plastic, 
' one wearing an ankle-length rain- 
1 coat. They gather in the front room 

of a home on a little hill beside the 
road leading to San Cristobal, Costa 
Rica.

Seated on benches made by the 
’homeowner, the group joins in 
J songs led by Missionary Jackie B. 

Cooper, playing his guitar. After 
solos by several individuals, a lay­
man from the Baptist church in San 
Isidro begins to preach.

Slacking only briefly, the rain 
continues, a normal occurrence dur­
ing rainy season, but an unusual 
amount, the aftermath of Hurricane 
Irene on this mid-September week­
end. Streams crossed during the 45- 

/ minute ride from San Isidro in the 
J missionary's Toyota Land Cruiser 

were brown, boiling, and threaten­
ing-

As the layman speaks, a wet 
rooster ambles through the yard and 
crows an answer to a distant fowl. 
On the road, a young man trudges 
by, holding a banana leaf for an 
umbrella.

The five families represented form 
the core of the mission point that 
began a year earlier, in September 
1970. Cooper had left tracts with 
people in the community as he and 
Mrs. Cooper (Arlene) passed through 
on their regular trips to communities 
nearer the Pacific beach, where they 
held Bible study with children's 
groups.

One day the son of the only Bap­
tist then in San Cristobal visited San 
Isidro to find Cooper and the Bap­
tist pastor and invite them to con­
duct services. The missionary began 
stopping in San Cristobal for a ser­
vice every other week; later he took 
laymen along to assist. In January 
1971 weekly services were begun in 
homes, the group finally settling on 
this one, owned by a leather-worker. 
Leather and tools fill the workroom 
just off the front porch. A portrait

WHATEVER 
NEEDS 
DOING

Leading a meeting of Costa Rican young people 
in his home on a Saturday night, 

Missionary Jackie Cooper explains hymn.



of John F. Kennedy is tacked to the 
swing-out window.

Not far down the road stands a 
church building under construction. 
One member donated the land. 
Others, with Cooper assisting, cut 
the logs and hauled them by oxen 
to the building site. (The completed 
chapel was dedicated in December.)

The scene at San Cristobal is but 
one facet of the ministry of a field 
missionary, sometimes called a field 
evangelist. In terms of classification, 
field missionaries make up the in­
fantry of the foreign mission enter­
prise.

The work of missionaries engaged 
in specialties may, on the surface, 
seem more exciting, perhaps be­
cause of novelty. Agriculturists, edu­
cators, medical missionaries, social 
workers, and missionaries in many 
other classifications use their special 
skills to help people and at the 
same time seek to share the gospel.

W®UT the field missionary 
also uses particular skills 

*and inventive approaches. 
His activities may seem more rou­
tine, but they really aren't, because 
he deals with people at the point 
of basic concern—acceptance of 
Christ as Saviour and formation of 
churches.

What does a field missionary do?
In the simplest terms, he does 

whatever needs doing. Exactly what 
this involves depends on local needs 
and circumstances and his own cre­
ativity.

Field missionaries range from the 
pioneer with several years of expe­
rience to the first-termer, feeling his 
way into the culture. Yet both vet­
erans and newcomers, and every­
body in between, have a com­
mon objective—find effective ways 
to witness, train witnesses, and 
strengthen churches.

Jackie Cooper is a newcomer in 
years (he finished language school 
in 1969). But he is no novice. And 
he seems to embrace qualities 
needed in a field missionary: he is 
down-to-earth, hard-working, imag­
inative.

From January 1970 to March of 
this year Cooper's home was San 
Isidro, about three hours south of 
San Jose, the capital. Cooper and 
the local pastor, Virgilio Hernandez 
Sanchez, arrived in San Isidro at al­
most the same time—Cooper just

With accompaniment from Cooper’s guitar and a tambourine, young people sing.

out of language school, the pastor 
moving from another church. (The 
Coopers moved to Turrialba, Costa 
Rica, in March, but he is still to serve 
the San Isidro area, traveling there 
periodically.)

Together—and much of any mys­
tery about effective field mission 
work is wrapped up in that word— 
Cooper and the pastor have sought 
to establish a stronger witness in the 
area.

''When the pastor and I first got 
here," Cooper recalled, "we had 
several meetings. We prayed, and 
we discussed how we were going 
to begin work in San Isidro. We de­
cided that we would start with a 
general visitation program, meaning 
that we would visit as many homes 
as we could; we took tracts and 
Bible portions, told people who we 
are, and invited them to church.

"We visited every afternoon for 
weeks until we had been to prob­

ably 90 percent of the homes int 
city."

The two men even secured pt 
mission to distribute literature aii 
sell Bibles and New Testaments 
the street outside the central ma 
ket. Eventually, opposition fromaj 
other religious group caused tJ 
permit to be cancelled.

"But we had achieved our pt 
pose," declared Cooper. "We h. 
distributed materials and had mat 
the Baptist presence known." j

^WlHE PASTOR and the mt 
K sionary also traveled I: 

gether outside San lsidi| 
visiting as many communities J 
possible, showing religious motii 
pictures, preaching, and distribute 
literature. In a few rural areas p« 
pie sometimes tore up the tract: 
In one community an unruly grout 
made a bonfire of tracts, and of; 
man who had bought a Bible tot
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it apart, throwing the pages on the 
fire.

But Cooper dismisses the little 
opposition encountered as being 
neither frightening nor discouraging. 
It should be noted that he possesses 
a tenacious optimism, sometimes 
expressed, "You've got to have that 
upward look."

ready." Barientos preaches every 
other Sunday at San Cristobal.

The guitar with which Cooper ac­
companied singing at San Cristobal 
was also vital to the jovenes' (young 
people's) meeting at the Cooper 
home the night before, a regular 
Saturday-evening event. With Coop­
er playing guitar and one of the

youth using the brand-new tambou­
rine the missionary had brought 
from San Jose, the 14 young peo­
ple sang enthusiastically.

The night's theme, "Praise to 
God," was spelled out on decora­
tive segments Mrs. Cooper had 
pinned to the drapes. Cooper 
helped the group study the hymn

Family arrives for Sunday-afternoon worship on a rainy day in San Cristobal, Costa Rica.

"I worked hand in hand with the 
pastor here in town to help build 
up the church, and he helped me in 
the outlying areas to build new 
work there," summarized Cooper. 
"We help each other."

The Coopers engage in a variety 
of activities, because they seem to 
have little trouble finding practical 
ways of helping people.

For example, Juan Barientos, the 
layman who preached at San Cris­
tobal, is a product of an extension 
class of the Costa Rican Baptist 
Theological Institute (based in San 
Jose) taught by Cooper at the San 
Isidro Church. Among the courses 
was one on homiletics that included 
practice in how to express oneself 
before a group.

Prior to the course, Barientos 
would not even attempt to speak 
before a group. "Since the class," 
reported Cooper, "he has been very 
active, not only in the church—he 
teaches a Sunday School class—but 
also in work in the country. Any 
time 1 call on him, he is always With Cooper’s help, housewife reviews a literacy lesson.

MAY 1972 3



Heidy Rivera, a helper in the Cooper home, teaches 
mission Sunday School class (left) and 
studies English (above) with Mrs. Cooper instructing.

"Holy, Holy, Holy" and its meaning.
Cooper taught himself to play the 

guitar shortly before going to the 
mission field. Learning to play was 
"a matter of motivation," he said. 
"You can learn to do anything if you 
want to badly enough." The ability 
to play has been an advantage, just 
as he thought it would be, for he 
uses it in leading singing and teach­
ing new hymns. He plays in a self­
described "hillbilly style," because 
"the people like music with a beat."

SUNDAY morning the 
■ w Coopers were both thor- 

oughly involved at church. 
As Sunday School superintendent, 
he led singing for the opening. Dur­
ing class time Mrs. Cooper taught 
pre-school-age children. With pans, 
a bucket, some leaves, and rocks 
the children learned by acting out 
the Genesis story of how Isaac 
cleaned the wells of Gerar.

During the transition between 
Sunday School and the short preach­
ing service, two men received birth­
day recognition, including a song 
and prayer. One of the men gave a 
short testimony.

"This recognition as an individual 
is important," Cooper pointed out 
later. "Most people come from large 
families, many times with the ab­
sence of a father figure, and with 
the mother overly occupied with the 
other children. If and when a man 
finds any personal attention, it is 
usually with his drinking buddies.

When he is converted, he leaves his 
buddies and looks to the church for 
whatever personal attention he can 
get."

Cooper has noticed a theological 
emphasis on the field different from 
that in the U.S. "Here they empha­
size the afterlife," he explained. 
"With poverty and illness a way of 
life, the next life is to be looked 
forward to. One man described a 
dream to me: 'I was in a crowd be­
fore Jesus. I looked around at other 
men, and my clothes were just as 
good as theirs; 1 was just as clean 
as they were. This was heaven.'"

The Coopers also render service 
on a personal basis. Heidy Rivera, 
in her mid-teens, assisted Mrs. 
Cooper with domestic chores. The 
girl has grown in Bible knowledge, 
and she even taught Mrs. Cooper's 
Sunday School class at San Cristobal 
after Mrs. Cooper had to curtail 
travel due to pregnancy. (A son, 
Nathan Andrew, was born to the 
Coopers February 9; his brother, 
Donald, is six years old.)

Heidy stopped school after sixth 
grade, but girls her age who con­
tinue in school study English, and 
Heidy wanted to keep up. At 
Heidy's request, Mrs. Cooper began 
teaching her English. They spent 
about 45 minutes a week in formal 
study; Heidy can now speak English 
at least as well as her friends still 
in school.

Heidy's parents benefit from the 
missionaries' concern, too. Although

Florencio and Clara Rivera are rela­
tively new Christians, they are faith­
ful to the church. "He cannot read 
or write," noted Cooper, "but he 
is always at church every chance he 
gets," even though that means a 
long walk from home.

The congregation sought to elect 
Rivera a deacon, but he refused, 
saying he would not accept until 
he was able to read the Bible in ‘ 
church. Shyly, Rivera hinted to 
Cooper that he would like to learn 
to read. With the promise from the 
Riveras that they would study and 
practice diligently, Cooper began 
devoting an hour a week to the 
project.

"When someone hands him a 
hymnal or Bible at church, he says, | 
'I can't read,' " related Cooper. "I'm 
trying to get this philosophy out of 
his mind, suggesting that he say, 'I 
can read, but just a little'—a posi­
tive approach."

T TIMES Cooper has been 
stumped when a well-edu­
cated Latin might ask, "So

you're a missionary. What do you 
do?" It's not something that might 
be answered concretely, the way a 
doctor might, Cooper noted.

"But reevaluating my situation has 
caused me to rethink in a deeper 
way what a missionary is," he re­
marked. "I've come to understand 
the fact that my job in preaching 
the gospel is not just something I 
do—it's something that, with God's 
power, can change a person for his 
betterment here and for his salvation 
for eternity.

"This is an exciting and a chal­
lenging task." □
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BOOKS ON WHEELS

By Leland Webb

KHAT HAS a tongue, two wheels, and shelves, and 
is yellow, black, blue, and white?

Another hint. It could also be said that, like the 
newspaper in the ancient riddle, it is “red” all over.

What it is, of course, is the Baptist Libromovil—in English, 
Bookmobile. And if you failed to guess correctly, don’t feel 
too badly—there’s only one such vehicle.

The Libromovil is a traveling book store, a trailer that opens 
on three sides to reveal shelves for displaying printed material 
for sale. It is the creation of Missionary L. Laverne Gregory. 
Its home base is San Jose, Costa Rica, but its territory is the 
whole country.

The Bookmobile is just one element of an imaginative Baptist 
literature program at work on a mission field. Through inno­
vative practices, Baptists in Costa Rica are finding ways to 
overcome that familiar barrier in literature work—how to get 
available materials into the hands of potential readers.

The appearance of the Bookmobile at the fiesta in Siquirres, 
Costa Rica, last September—only its second official use—may 
be typical. Missionary Donald H. Redmon had towed the book 
trailer from San Jose so it would be ready for the opening of 
the fiesta on Wednesday afternoon.

A block-long shed already filled the street on one side of the
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Bus stop means crowds in front of Baptist Book Store in downtown San Jose.

trailer, thereby also making contact 
with people in the community.

Picado is securing a permit from 
the government's cultural ministry, 
"whereby we will be able to go to 
any high school or grade school at 
any time and have the opportunity 
of either holding an assembly pro­
gram or in some other way making 
an announcement that these books 
are available," said Gregory.

"As soon as we get the Book­
mobile in tip-top shape and with 
this permit we are going to adver­
tise in local newspapers with a 
photo and a message to the effect: 
'Your Baptist Book Store will arrive 
in your community. Wait for it."'

A recent sustained use of the 
Bookmobile came during a three- 
week, city-wide evangelistic crusade 
in San Jose in February. Before most 
services the evangelist stopped by 
the Bookmobile, parked at the main 
entrance to ’the stadium, and se­
lected one or two titles to announce 
from the pulpit.

plaza, where a soccer game was 
under way in a light drizzle. The 
shed covered a double row of 
booths, most of them destined to 
offer food or some form of chance. 
A bull ring had been constructed 
at one corner of the plaza. A cir­
cular ride with swing-out seats 
chugged noisily in the middle of 
one street.

Redmon and Guido Picado, evan­
gelism promoter for the Baptist 
Convention of Costa Rica (see pages 
12-15), sought individuals on the 
fiesta committee to secure permis­
sion to set up the trailer. No com­
mittee member said no, but no one 
felt free to give permission. Finally, 
Redmon just parked the trailer at

6

one end of the row of fiesta booths. 
"There are," he mused, "so many 
people on the committee, no one 
will know but what someone else 
gave permission."

The sides of the trailer were 
raised, and the portable book store 
was in business. At nightfall, as the 
crowd grew, the lighting system 
would be turned on. The public ad­
dress speaker was raised high on its 
pole, ready to carry a sermon by 
Picado later.

The cheery Libromovil contrasted 
favorably with the dim, somewhat 
scruffy booths under the makeshift 
roof. Even in the rain, people 
stopped to look at the Bibles and 
other books displayed.

Beginning as an idea in Gregory's 
mind, the Libromovil took a step 
toward realization when a trailer 
chassis was brought back from the 
U.S. at Gregory's request by a mis­
sionary returning from furlough. 
Gregory's concept, bolstered by sug­
gestions from other missionaries, 
began to take shape.

First used in San Ramon, Costa 
Rica, last August, the Bookmobile 
is intended mainly for display at 
fiestas, similar civic occasions, book 
fairs, and schools. Whenever pos­
sible the local Baptist pastor and 
church members are to man the
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“The Bookmobile became a 'cen­
ter' of the campaign," reported 
Gregory. "The evangelist would an­
nounce that people who had made 
decisions could meet their friends 
at the Bookmobile after the counsel­
ing session.

"Several times the evangelist 
stated that what was being done by 
the Bookmobile ministry might be 
more lasting than his preaching—a 
comparison of the spoken word 
with the printed word."

Three half-hour, live television 
programs featured the Bookmobile 
on film, followed by a presentation 
of books available. On one program 
Costa Rica's light middleweight 
boxing champion was interviewed 
and given a book and a Bible.

The Bookmobile is a "first for 
Costa Rica, and it may be a first 
for many areas," Gregory noted.

But it is only the most recent 
method of distributing Christian 
literature in Costa Rica, the task as­
signed to Gregory, whose name is

practically synonymous with books.
"I try to teach each employee in 

the book store that whenever peo­
ple see him, they should automati­
cally think of the book store. At 
times when someone sees me he 
says something like, 'Here comes 
Gregory again; he's got another 
book.' They joke about it, but to 
me this is good, because when they 
see me they think about literature."

HE ORIGINAL Libreria Bau­
tista (Baptist Book Store) 
in Costa Rica was located

in downtown San Jose. When the 
Baptist Center was planned for the 
San Pedro area of the city, just a 
block from the University of Costa 
Rica, it was decided to open a sec­
ond book store at the center.

Now the San Pedro store has be­
come the principal book outlet. 
Self-supporting, it draws consider­
able traffic from university students; 
a 1,500-student high school is near­
by. The store serves as a contact

point to introduce young customers 
to the Baptist student program, fo­
cused at the center.

The book deposit of the Baptist 
Spanish Publishing House, El Paso, 
Texas, is also located at the center, 
so materials needed by the churches 
are always on hand at the San Pedro 
store.

Meanwhile, the downtown outlet 
developed into a new method of 
book store management and be­
came the first link in a potential 
chain of stores. Victor Quesada, a 
Baptist deacon who had worked in 
the store several years, became 
manager of the downtown location 
when the San Pedro outlet opened. 
As administrative details of both 
stores became burdensome (Greg­
ory serves as bookkeeper), the Bap­
tist Mission made a business propo­
sition: if Quesada could secure 
financing, he could become owner 
of the downtown store, keep the

Mobile book store, hitched and ready to 
roll, will take Bibles and other literature 
to someplace where people are gathered.
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furniture, receive credit for books 
and Bibles, and continue to use the 
name, Libreria Bautista.

Quesada's venture (beginning in 
1964) has become a success. Major 
bus stops are located in front of the 
store. Sales contacts on a normal 
day total between 400 and 500 peo­
ple. About 90 percent of the sales 
are secular-—books, school supplies, 
games, etc.—but the store sells 
about 50 Bibles a month and offers 
one-day service on any religious 
book a customer wants.

An open Bible always can be seen 
in the window. A religious pamphlet 
goes to each purchaser. Regular cus­
tomers receive monthly catalogs 
from the Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House. Pages from outdated Sunday 
School teachers' quarterlies are 
sometimes used to wrap materials. 
More than once a customer has re­
turned to inquire, "Where did this 
page come from? I'd like to see the 
rest of this magazine."

In San Isidro, in southern Costa 
Rica, a similar enterprise was 
launched about five years ago by a 
young couple who are members of 
the Baptist church there. They 
opened a Libreria Bautista on the 
city's main street.

"In our national convention we 
have announced that if anybody in 
the outlying areas would like to 
open a Baptist Book Store as a per­
sonal business venture, the Mission 
will assist with the sign and credit 
and certain materials," said Greg­
ory. "Individuals in three other areas 
are considering the possibility. We 
have copyrighted the name, Libreria 
Bautista."

ECOGNIZING that for many 
individuals a trip to one of 
the book stores is incon­

venient, Gregory has led in encour­
aging local churches to become 
centers for book distribution. It is 
suggested that churches form a 
literature department on a par with 
other church organizations, such as 
the Sunday School. If the church 
will designate an individual to be 
in charge, the Baptist Book Store 
will give the church an urna (display 
case) about three feet square, with 
a glass door, a lock, and a small, 
identifying Libreria Bautista sign.

The case is to be displayed promi­
nently in the church building. The 
person in charge, the encargado, is

In Siquirres, Costa Rica, Bookmobile’s wares are offered during a fiesta.

expected to make regular announce­
ments to the membership about 
new materials available. All sales 
are cash. The book store at the 
Baptist Center provides a revolving 
stock of printed religious materials. 
Unsold goods may be returned and 
exchanged for new titles.

"In about half the churches this 
is working very well," reported 
Gregory. "Through these we sell a 
number of hymnals and a lot of 
textos, the religious mottoes or 
Scripture verses that people can 
hang in the church or at home."

In the planning stage is an ap­
proach in which Gregory and Picado 
would take the Libromovil to every 
church possible and conduct an in­
stitute. "After we hold two or three 
classes on the importance of litera­
ture, the distribution of tracts, and 
the like, we want to lead the people 
into actual practice of distributing 
literature," Gregory explained.

One of the "greatest literature­
evangelism activities we have ever 
had," in Gregory's view, took place 
as part of the Baptist Impact Pro­
gram in 1970, in which an emphasis 
on literature was followed by a

preaching campaign. A sales drive 
for literature was carried on; cash 
awards were offered to churches (in 
different categories according to 
membership) whose members sold 
the greatest amount of literature. 
Perhaps three-fourths of the church­
es took part, their members dispers­
ing into the communities to sell 
Bibles and other literature.

As an amateur carpenter, Gregory 
enjoys designing and implementing 
whatever new device might help in 
literature distribution. With this in 
mind, some years ago he secured a 
large piece of clear plastic and 
planned and began to produce tract 
racks. The plastic allows the entire 
tract cover to be viewed; racks will 
accommodate various sizes of tracts.

About seven years ago it was an­
nounced at the meeting of the Bap­
tist Convention of Costa Rica that 
"if a church in a business session 
officially would request one of these 
racks from the Baptist Book Store, 
we would furnish the rack free and 
fill it with tracts at no charge the 
first time," related Gregory.

Now the display of tracts is a 
familiar sight in most of the Baptist

8 THE COMMISSION



Top: Baptist Center, located near univer­
sity campus in suburban San Jose, houses 
book store, student center, English-lan­
guage chapel, offices, and a book deposit.

Left: Store customers make purchases.

churches throughout Costa Rica.
For pastors or other church lead­

ers, a book club promoted by the 
book store offers a 15 percent dis­
count to members who agree to re­
ceive a copy of all new titles from 
the Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House. Some of the few churches 
that have a library use book club 
purchases to increase their stock.

Another potential interest in 
literature that has not been over­
looked by Gregory lies in the fact 
that a preponderant majority of all 
evangelical missionaries working in 
Latin America have attended the 
Spanish Language Institute in San 
Jose. During orientation for new 
students at the beginning of each 
term, he has a chance to show them 
what Bibles and other books are 
available.

"Many times language students 
come to Costa Rica thinking, 'I'm 
not going to do much for my Lord



because I can't speak Spanish.' But 
Bible portions and inexpensive 
magazines are available," Gregory 
pointed out.

"I try to challenge the new stu­
dents that, while they are learning 
the language, they can have a testi­
mony through these printed mate­
rials as they contact individuals— 
bus and taxi drivers, the person next 
to them on the bus."

Gregory also provides a packet of 
materials for every graduating stu­
dent at the institute in the name of 
the Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House. The packet contains samples 
of published materials and catalogs 
of books, music, and other church 
materials, with the reminder that 
these will be available to the mis­
sionaries on the field.

# T every opportunity we can 
think of, we try to do some- 
thing different, something 

novel to get the books out," ad­
mitted Gregory.

• He created a stir at the evangelism 
congress for Central America held 
during the Crusade of the Americas. 
He took books from the store (some 
slightly shopworn, some going out 
of print, others "just plain good 
books") and offered them for sale 
—at five coIones ($0.60) a pound.

At the Libreria Bautista in the San 
Pedro neighborhood, customers 
know that the newest books will 
first be displayed in the novedades 
(new titles) section. Occasionally, 
at inventory time, the store offers 
books at considerable discount.

Gregory draws on his experience 
of having worked for five years in 
Baptist Book Stores in the U.S. He 
belongs to the Christian Book Sellers 
Association and to a local organi­
zation of evangelical book store 
managers. He is a member of the 
executive committee of Costa Rica's 
National Literature Institute. He also 
serves as president of the advisory 
committee of the Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House.

"I see the literature ministry as 
supportive, something that is very 
basic," said the missionary. "When 
you see books being sold, when 
you see pastors developing and 
young people volunteering for the 
ministry, when you see baptisms 
and lives being changed because of 
the literature ministry—then this is 
a satisfying type of work." □

THE official emblem of the Bap­
tist Convention of Costa Rica 

has caught on quickly as an identify­
ing logo. It has helped make the 
1,300 Baptists of Costa Rica (in 19 
churches, 23 missions) more widely 
known.

The six-color emblem (see photo 
below} was introduced in 1970 dur­
ing the annual convention meeting. 
It portrays an open Bible imposed on 
an outline of the country, with the 
cross of Christ in the background. 
The motto ‘'Only Christ Saves” and 
the words "Baptist Convention of 
Costa Rica” and “Founded in 1946” 
also appear.

Attractive plastic versions of the 
emblem, superimposed over the na­
tional flag colors, can be found in 
most Baptist chinches and many mis­
sions. The emblem has appeared on 
stationer}' and also has been produced 
as four-inch decals, to be attached to 
windows, school notebooks, Bibles, 
hymnals, and the like.

But the emblem grew out of a need 
in television, which brings the account 
of the logo back to its principal in­
stigator, Missionary Laverne Gregory. 
He not only directs literature distri­
bution for the Baptist Mission of 
Costa Rica, but also works with the 
convention in radio and television; in 
addition, he is involved with Baptist 
publicity and public relations.

In preparing 60-second spot an­
nouncements for Baptists on televi­
sion. Gregory recognized the need for 
an identifiable emblem. He began to

mention the idea here and there. The 
thought took root, and from pastors 
came an affirmative response.

Gregory already had a design con­
cept in mind, and with modifications 
the final form of the emblem took 
shape. In the decal version, 1,000 
copies were sold within a few months; 
a second order of 1,000 is already 
largely depleted.

In the city of San Ramon, Mission­
ary C. Donald Doyle saw an auto­
mobile bearing the Baptist emblem, 
but did not recognize the driver. 
Doyle struck up a conversation and 
asked the man where he had secured 
the decal. T saw it somewhere,” the 
man explained, “and it was so attrac­
tive 1 wanted to put it on my car.” 
Although not an evangelical believer, 
he was spreading the Baptist message.

The emblem is used as a signature 
on television broadcasts and as a logo 
in newspaper advertisements. A pas­
tor's six-year-old granddaughter was 
turning through the morning news­
paper not long ago when she came to 
a notice about a Baptist television 
program. There was the convention 
emblem.

“Hey, Papi, Papi,” she called to her 
grandfather, “here we are in the paper 
again.”

“She couldn’t read all the words, 
but she could recognize the emblem,” 
Gregory pointed out. “If this be so 
for a six-year-old, we are hoping it 
is much more so for those who can 
read and see the significance of the 
emblem.”.

Gregory and Bookmobile; note convention emblem.
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HE BUILDING housing the Bap- 
tist church in San Ramon, 

Costa Rica, is well over 100 years 
old. Thus the church walls are thick, 
about 18 inches. When some re­
modeling was done, Pastor Manuel 
Corderro and Missionary C. Donald 
Doyle decided to take advantage of 
the design and the fact that the 
building is situated on the most 
heavily traveled street in town.

They moved the two windows to 
the outside edge of the walls so that 
the space behind them might be 
used to display materials with a 
message. Sometimes the large pulpit 
Bible is shown, open, with specific 
verses underlined; a sign calls atten­
tion to the topic, such as, "Read 
what God says about freedom."

Tracts and other literature are put 
on view. Posters are sometimes

used. A sign invites anyone with a 
question to come to the pastor's 
home, adjoining the church. ■

The pastor recognizes the value 
of literature. The urna (display case) 
for books (see story, page 5) has a 
prominent location in the building, 
and members take advantage of the 
opportunity to buy books.

The first official use of the Baptist 
Libromovil (Bookmobile) took place 
in San Ramon during the civic fair 
honoring the city's patron saint last 
August. The Bookmobile was set up 
at the entrance to the central mar­
ket.

"Most important was the chance 
to talk to people as they came by," 
commenfed Pastor Corderro. Sev­
eral individuals have visited the 
church as a result of the Bookmobile 
contact. The pastor feels the event

helped townspeople to know more 
about Baptists.

The display windows provide a 
continuing method of contact 
through the printed word. Their 
effectiveness became evident almost 
at once. Doyle and the pastor re­
modeled the windows themselves. 
The day the first one was com­
pleted, Doyle asked, "What do you 
think of this?"

The pastor replied by placing an 
open New Testament in the win­
dow, amid the sawdust and wood 
scraps. Doyle began working on the 
remaining window.

Only about ten minutes had 
passed when a man entered the 
building.

"Is that book in the window for 
sale?" he asked. "I'd like to buy 
it." —Leland Webb □
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THE SPARK 
OF LIFE 

BY L. LAVERNE GREGORY

COMMERCIAL advertisement 
in Costa Rica refers to a cer­

tain soft drink as "la chispa de la 
vida"—the spark of life.

Guido Enrique Picado Robles, 
pastor of the Desamparados Baptist 
Church in a suburb of San Jose and 
promoter of evangelism for the 
Baptist Convention in Costa Rica, 
is the "spark" for Baptist activities 
in this small Central American coun­
try.

Endowed with a dynamic person­
ality, Don* Guido (pronounced 
gee-tho) challenges the Baptists of 
his country to get out of their 
church buildings and to witness for 
Christ—through house-to-house vis­
itation, opening new preaching 
points, and in special activities.

He assists churches in setting up 
literature booths at local fairs and 
civic functions in order to sell Scrip­
tures and books, offer evangelistic 
tracts, and preach. He cooperates 
fully with Baptist Book Stores.

Not long ago, with Missionary 
Donald H. Redmon he spent four 
days in the tropical climate of the 
Atlantic port city of Limon, selling 
literature and preaching. One sailor, 
purchasing a Bible, said, "I've trav­
eled all over the world and have 
never seen a Bible for sale."

Always full of ideas and projects, 
Guido is affectionately introduced 
by the chairman of the united board 
of the Baptist convention by say­
ing, "Now we'll have the many 
projects Don Guido has for us."

During "Operation Baptist Im­
pact" in 1970, Guido visited a 
Catholic high school a block from 
the Desamparados Church to offer 
books for sale. The principal

* A Spanish title affectionately used for close 
friends.

Guido Picado sets up Bookmobile at a fiesta.

stopped all classes, called the stu­
dents into an assembly, and pre­
sented the pastor. Guido sold more 
than 50 books that morning.

When U.S. President Lyndon B. 
Johnson made a brief stop at the 
international airport in San Jose, 
Guido was there with tracts and a 
sign from the Baptist convention. 
A local radio station covering the 
event mentioned this fact. President 
Johnson himself received a tract 
from this Baptist pastor.

Guido is on a first-name basis 
with Costa Rica's President "Pepe" 
Figueres. At a recent reception 
Guido had pinned the emblem of

the national Baptist convention on 
his coat lapel. President Figueres 
commented to several people in 
the receiving line on the attractive­
ness of the Baptist emblem.

For years Guido has guided the 
efforts of Baptists in literature dis­
tribution during the Christmas-New 
Year's celebrations in San Jose. El 
kiosco Bautista (the Baptist booth) 
is commonly taken for granted. As 
he arrived recently to set up a dis­
play, several commercial people 
joked, "Ah, here come the Baptists 
again."

The author has been a missionary to Costa Riw 
since 1958. He is stationed in San Jose.
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The pastor's love for the distribu­
tion of books developed because 
his first contacts with Baptists came 
through books produced by the 
Baptist Spanish Publishing House, 
El Paso, Texas. Born in the Atlantic 
Zone of Costa Rica in a very con­
servative Roman Catholic family, 
Guido made early preparations to 
enter the priesthood.

As his studies progressed, he be­
gan to doubt some teachings that 
were not in the Bible. He consulted 
his local priest, only to be told, 
"Don't read the Bible. It will drive 
you crazy."

Guido's doubts continued until 
one Sunday in 1956 when he at­
tended his first service in an evan­
gelical church. There he accepted 
Christ as Saviour. Three weeks later 
Guido was baptized. Four weeks 
afterward, because of his new faith, 
he was driven from his own home, 
not to return for 15 years.

He started preaching in his new 
church. But after several weeks he 
again began to have doubts about 
the church's teachings on baptism 
and on church administrative mat­
ters. He consulted a friend, telling 
him of his doubts. "Those are Bap­
tist principles!" the friend ex­
claimed.

"I don't know if they are Baptist 
principles or not," replied Guido, 
"but I know they are biblical."

Guido next talked with the local 
Baptist pastor, began to attend ser­
vices, applied for membership, and 
requested to be baptized by the 
biblical-Baptist method. He enrolled 
in the local Baptist Theological In­
stitute, under the direction of Mis­
sionary Sydney L. Goldfinch, Sr., 
and he completed his sixth year of 
grade school.

Then Guido was called as pastor 
of Desamparados Church. He was 
elected promoter of evangelism for

the Baptist Convention of Costa 
Rica, the first salaried worker of the 
organization. As he graduated from 
the theological institute, he was 
named national coordinator for the 
Campaign (Crusade) of the Ameri­
cas.

Guido anxiously awaited the com­
pletion of the Libromovil (Book­
mobile) of the Baptist Book Stores 
to give added impetus to the litera­
ture ministry. He accompanied the 
mobile display on its first trip, to 
San Ramon, and on its second jour­
ney, to Siquirres.

Don Guido is a member of the 
advisory committee of the Baptist 
Spanish Publishing House, and he 
is the local representative for the 
Baptist World Alliance.

Baptist missionaries in Costa Rica 
have no closer friend. And there is 
no harder worker in all the coun­
try. Guido Picado is certainly the 
spark for Baptists of Costa Rica. □
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Guido Picado (see story, page 12), 
pastor of Desamparados Baptist 
Church, San Jose, Costa Rica, for 
the past eight years, has been 
deeply involved in the use of Chris­
tian literature in his country. He 
also serves as evangelism promoter 
for the Baptist Convention of Costa 
Rica. While supervising use of the 
Baptist Libromovil (Bookmobile) at a 
fiesta at Siquirres, Costa Rica, last 
September, he took time to talk to 
the managing editor of The Commis­
sion about literature and evange­
lism. (Missionary Donald H. Redmon 
translated.) This is a portion of that 
interview.

Would you relate some of the 
ways you have been involved in 
literature distribution?

Picado: About six years ago a 
system of evangelism was begun in 
using the book ministry wherever 
there are fiestas or civic activities. 
We built a kiosco, or book shelf, of 
wood and put in it Bibles and other 
religious books to use at these civic 
events, in a special way emphasizing 
to the public who Baptists are and 
what we believe. Thousands of 
books have been sold during these 
six years. Now we have a system 
that is more modern, the Libro- 
movil, made for the use of all Baptist 
churches in the proclamation of the 
gospel.

What have been some of the 
comments or questions about the 
Bookmobile at the fiesta here in 
Siquirres?

This is the first time we have 
brought anything such as this to

Siquirres, and it appears that this is 
a good way to evangelize. Many of 
the students (from the high school) 
have stopped to look at the litera­
ture. The first book we sold was to 
a young girl. A man got out of his 
car and came over and looked at 
the books. The woman who is sell­
ing food at the little stall next to us 
came out and looked with interest 
at the books and the Bibles.

Could you describe a particular 
experience relating to the sale of 
books at fiestas?

Always there are interesting ex­
periences in activities such as these.

Sign on rack translates: “Tracts; take them, read them, give them.”

For example, a young man who had 
been thrown out of his home, sepa­
rated from his family for more than 
two weeks, stopped one night at 
the display of Bibles. I was preach­
ing, and young people were selling 
Bibles and other books and passing 
out tracts. When I gave the invita­
tion, this man came to me and said, 
"I have problems in my life; I want 
to ask forgiveness from God." He 
bought a New Testament and prom­
ised to go back to his family and 
ask forgiveness. The next morning 
he came to my house to tell me he 
had worked out the problems with 
his family.
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Another night three young people 
came to the Bible display and be­
gan mocking the Baptists and dis­
turbing in many ways. 1 preached 
that night on the true love, Christian 
love. The young girl with long hair 
said, "1 want somebody to love me." 
I told her that Jesus Christ loves her. 
I had her read aloud the third chap­
ter of John. When she read verses 
16, 17, and 18, she cried like a child, 
and her two friends cried with her.

Experiences like these, along with 
other reasons, are why we want to 
preach the gospel and distribute 

(Christian literature.
When you have a book display 

set up, do you usually preach, too?
We always preach, especially 

when there are other people help­
ing with the sale of the books. 
Whenever we have a public address 
system (the Bookmobile has one 
built in), we at least read Bible texts 
and give a meditation.

Turning to your work as evangel­
ism promoter for the convention, 
would you describe briefly the kinds 
of things you do in this role?

Picado poses with his wife and their nine children.

My work, of course, is to promote 
evangelism among the churches. 
Three things are very important. 
One is to help our pastors see the 
need of evangelizing in Costa Rica. 
Second, not only the pastors, but 
also the churches need help to see 
this need, in order that they may 
have a deep conviction of the work 
of evangelizing as a church. The 
third task is to help the convention 
as a whole get a glimpse of evangel­
ism.

What kind of response have you 
met from churches and pastors?

Many churches have strong con­
victions and have responded in a 
wonderful way to the call to evan­
gelize. I believe that evangelism is 
natural in the life of a Christian and 
for any man who has been called 
of God, for example, a pastor or 
preacher.

It's true that some pastors and 
churches have not responded as 
they should have. But it is also true 
that, as those who are interested in 
evangelizing continue in this work, 
many of those who did not become

involved to begin with have re­
sponded. And some others are be­
ginning to see the need of evangel­
izing the people of Costa Rica.

What about the laymen of the 
church where you are pastor—are 
they involved in evangelistic wit­
ness?

There is a tremendous blessing 
in my church in that the laymen 
work. Fifteen of them, more or less, 
can preach. And they can teach in 
Sunday School. Twice a year the 
church has a revival, and these are 
directed by the laymen—and this 
includes men, women, and young 
people.

What is the most encouraging 
factor you have seen in your re­
sponsibility as evangelism pro­
moter?

I believe that the hope of evan­
gelization in Costa Rica is perhaps 
found in three areas. First is in the 
rediscovery of evangelization in our 
missions, our churches, and in our 
convention as a whole.

Second would be in the new sec­
tions where the government is 
building housing projects. This is 
an area where there is a tremendous 
need for evangelizing. The govern­
ment of Costa Rica is providing 
homes for literally thousands of 
families. We have decided to get 
into the places' where these housing 
projects are becoming realities and 
to preach and to establish churches. 
We are going to see a tremendous 
growth in the Baptist work in Costa 
Rica during these next ten years just 
from this one effort.

In the third place, we must get 
into rural areas—starting new works, 
opening new fields, churches, mis­
sions—into areas where there is no 
evangelical work. There are hun­
dreds of places where the people, 
many of them country people, have 
never heard the gospel of Christ. 
Baptist missionaries in Costa Rica 
are working diligently in these areas. 
Many of these people in the rural 
sections are hungry for the gospel; 
they desire the gospel and a new 
relationship with God.

So if we have a conviction about 
evangelism, and if we work in these 
new housing areas and in rural 
areas, Baptists are going to have a 
tremendous growth during the next 
ten years. □
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AUTOMATIC rifle fire punctu­
ated the conversation at police 
headquarters in Kalabakan, 

Sabah, Malaysia. Twelve men never 
spoke again. Thus in 1963 began 
hostilities by neighboring Indonesia 
against Sabah.

But the wrath of man can result 
in praise to God. Because of the 
confrontation between nations, Mu- 
rut tribesmen were moved from 
their villages bordering Indonesia 
to a settlement near Kalabakan.

With the help of the government 
and of British troops, a school and 
small homes sprang up. The Muruts 
found peace. They stayed in the 
new village.

“Pastor Morris, will you and your 
wife help us witness to the Muruts?" 
The question came from Saw Bah 
Tha, a Karen from Burma. He and 
Richard Kapung, a Land Dyak, had 
come to visit us.

“Richard can speak the Murut 
language," Saw Bah Tha went on. 
"He will leave his work as a pho­
tographer to witness to the Muruts. 
We have a burden to tell them 
about Christ."

At our inquiry, he explained why 
he wanted to witness.

"I was born into a Burmese Chris­
tian home," he began. “I grew up 
thinking I was a Christian. Two 
years ago in the youth camp I was 
truly born again. Since then I have 
been burdened for people to know 
Christ. I feel it to be the main re­
sponsibility of my life to help these 
Muruts come to him."

Then we turned to Kapung, who 
spoke in Malay. "Richard, now that 
you are following Christ, how do 
you see your life?" we asked.

"Why should I live here at a time 
like this?" he mused. "I feel God 
brought me from Indonesia and put 
me here to give the gospel to the 
Muruts. My wife and I are the only 
Christians in this area who can 
speak their language. We must share 
what we know about God's love 
and his Son."

Then Kapung, at our questioning, 
told about the worship of the Mu­
ruts.

“Most worship nature and spirits," 
he stated. "Everything—trees, rocks, 
birds, animals—has a spirit. The 
people live in fear of spirits. They

The author was appointed a missionary in 1957. He 
is stationed in Tawau, Sabah, Malaysia. Sabah is a 
Malaysian state on the northern part of the island 
of Borneo.

AMONG 
THE 
MURUTS
By Charles H. Morris

especially worship the spirits of the 
dead. They talk to them to seek 
wisdom and advice. All spirits must 
be worshiped and pleased or they 
bring harm and damage to an indi­
vidual or tribe.

"They are baffled by death. They 
know there is life after death. When 
a person dies, his spirit immediately 
becomes something to be feared. 
No spirit brings good—only tragedy 
and trouble.

"Often when there is a death in 
the village, all will leave the village 
and burn it down. They believe that 
the spirit cannot then find those 
who are left."

"What will you teach them of 
death?" We probed. "How do you 
look on it?"

"I will teach them that death is 
the result of sin," Kapung declared. 
"While we all must face death, I 
will teach them to know that Christ 
died for our sins. When we die 
physically we will live eternally with 
God. Our spirits are to live in joy 
and peace with Christ."

"Do they believe in God?"
"Surely! They know there is a 

God. They see his work all about
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Above: Kapung plays on his bamboo flute. 
Left: Mrs. Morris talks to some Murut 
Christians in front of unfinished building.

them. They just don't know how to 
meet him!"

The question arose of whether 
the Muruts would believe in Christ 
and accept him. We wondered how 
they would view his sacrifice.

"Sacrifice is a part of life," re­
ported Kapung. "They sacrifice rice 
to the gods; they offer animals to 
give life to the family or tribe. A 
son is the most valued possession 
in a family. Some will even sacrifice 
a girl child if they think the spirits 
will accept her spirit instead of that 
of a sick son.

"When they learn that God gave



Congregation poses at 
completed structure 

in May 1970 when building 
was dedicated arid 

church was organized.

his Son for them, they will under­
stand and appreciate how much 
God loved them."

"These people, have no Bible, no 
written Word of God," we reminded 
Kapung. "Most of them cannot read 
or write any language. How are you 
going to tell them about God and 
Jesus?"

"We will have to teach them 
many times each week," he replied. 
"Can you help us with pictures and 
books?"

We assured the men that we 
could help provide materials. Then 
we asked, "How are you going to 
convince the Muruts that Jesus is 
the only way to God?"

"I believe," declared Kapung, 
"the Holy Spirit will translate the 
Bible into their hearts. He can con­
vince them that Jesus is the only 
way to God."

The biggest hindrance to a Mu- 
rut's believing would probably be 
"their desire for tapai [rice wine]," 
guessed Kapung. "This is a way of 
life to them," he explained. "They 
find it very difficult to give up. Most 
have drunk it since they were little 
children. But God can take this de­
sire away."

We turned again to Saw Bah Tha. 
"You cannot speak Murut," we re­
minded him. "How will you work 
with these?"

"The children go to Malay 
schools," he pointed out. "I will use 
Malay to teach them about Jesus. 
There is a Bible and there are story 
books in Malay. Can you help us 
get these?"

My wife and I agreed to help. 
"We will come work with you," we 
said. "We will give you as much 
materials and help as possible. This 
and our prayers we promise you."

On October 6, 1968, the two men 
called the Muruts to the first service. 
Sixty Muruts of all ages heard the 
message as I spoke in Malay and it 
was translated into Murut.

Richard and Saw Bah Tha kept 
their promise to teach many times 
each week. After services were 
started among the Muruts, they held 
four services during the week and 
three on Sunday, teaching, preach-
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Wife and child 
of Richard Kapung, 
church lay pastor.

ing, and witnessing. The attendance 
grew until the small room was over­
crowded and the building was in 
danger of collapsing.

In April 1969 the first group of 
34 adults were ready for baptism in 
the Luasong River. Following the 
baptismal service, an open-air ob­
servance of the Lord's Supper was 
held.

The next September 48 Muruts, 
including some who had leprosy, 
were baptized in the Kalabakan 
River. These new believers had been
carefully taught week after week 
about salvation, baptism, and the 
meaning of following Christ. By 
then attendance had reached 175.

. In November the Tawau Baptist 
Church gave enough funds for ma­
terials so that the Muruts could 
build a meeting house. The Muruts 
designed and constructed their own 
building.

The structure was dedicated the 
last day of May in 1970. More than 
350 persons from the village and 
surrounding area attended the ser­
vice. Nineteen more persons were 
baptized. The Murut Baptist Church 
was organized with 100 charter 
members; as missionary, I had bap­
tized 99 of them.

The new church invited Richard 
Kapung to be lay pastor. Seven 
members were elected as church 
servants. The Tawau Church agreed 
to give a monthly amount toward 
the support of the lay pastor; mem­
bers of the Murut Church con­
tribute as they are able.

Three years after the first Murut 
service, 126 adults had professed 
faith in Christ and followed him in 
baptism.

Kapung and I have visited other 
Murut villages. The interest and 
hunger for the gospel is keen. After 
I had spoken for three hours at one 
village the chief said, "Banyak terima 
kaseh; kasi lagi [Thank you very 
much. Give us more]!" □

19



I KNOW the Lord will make a way 
for me!" Thus the Kadazan 
tribespeople in Sabah, Malay­

sia, began the first worship service 
in their new chapel. Constructed 
and paid for by 15 Kadazan fami­
lies, the chapel was another sign of 
how the Lord had made a way for 
them.

Lay leader for the group is Taliban 
bin Gombak. Sharing the questions 
and answers from a conversation 
with him may help introduce this 
leader and his people.

Morris: Taliban, where is your 
home?

Taliban: We came from Mt. Kina­
balu area on the west coast of 
Sabah.

Have your people always followed 
the Christian way?

Oh, no! We are nature and spirit 
worshipers.

What is the particular object of 
worship?

Mt. Kinabalu. It is the highest 
mountain in Southeast Asia, and we 
can imagine nothing higher. We be­
lieve that when we die our spirits 
go to live on this mountain. My 
people believe that when it rains 
the waterfalls are the spirits crying 
to return to their villages. When the 
wind blows upon the mountain we 
can hear the young wailing for hav­
ing died before they could marry.

How long have your people be­
lieved this?

Perhaps as much as 1,000 years 
before Christ was born the moun­
tain was named Kinabalu [the abode 
of the spirits].

How are the spirits supposed 
get up the slick, granite sides 
the mountain?

to 
of

When our people get about 40 
years of age, they let their finger­
nails grow very long. They know 
that death is soon to come. The

KADAZANS
OF

SABAH

Taliban bin Gombak, Kadazan lay leader, 
rolls up teaching materials after a class.
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By Charles H. Morris

Mrs. Morris and 
some of the 
Kadazan children.

long fingernails will help them climb 
the mountain.

How long will they stay there?
Until the god comes down and 

takes them to eternal rest.
Are there other gods?
Oh, yes! The pembaris [ruler] tree 

is the god of the forest. It must 
never be destroyed. If it is, the spirit 
will wander about harming our 
crops and families. Oddly shaped 
rocks, twisted roots, birds, pig's 
liver, fish—all have spirits. My peo­
ple believe they tell us the gods' 
will and way.

But you are a Christian. Do you 
still believe this?

No true Christian believes this 
any more.

How did you become a Christian?
Many moons ago a white man 

came to my kampong [village] who 
could speak our heart's language. 
He told us about the God who did 
not come down on Mt. Kinabalu 
but came down on Mt. Calvary to 
die on a cross for our sins.

Each day the orang tua [village 
head] would sound the kulintangan 
[brass gong], and the people would 
come to hear the story again and 
again. He told us a strange story 
about God loving us. It was strange 
because our gods don't love. Grad­
ually we came to know and under­
stand. Our village decided to make 
Christ our main God.

Did this mean you all accepted 
Christ as your Saviour?

Oh, no. It just meant we were 
willing to believe and try to follow 
him. Some of us did accept him as 
Saviour. 1 was 18 years old when I 
did so.

Why did your group come to the 
east coast of Sabah?

Food is scarce and hard to find 
on the mountain; we were very

hungry most of the time. The gov­
ernment asked for 15 young fami­
lies to open up a new farming 
scheme near Tawau. I was chosen 
as leader.

Why were you chosen?
I had gone to the Malay school 

and could read and write Malay. I 
also was a born-again Christian. I 
was asked to be the spiritual leader 
as well as the spokesman and coun­
selor. It is my duty, when the peo­
ple get homesick, to remind them, 
"Let us thank God. We have a 
home. We have land and food. We 
have freedom to worship the Lord. 
Come, let us worship him."

When some say, "Sunday market 
is best for selling our crops; we will 
make more money," I must remind 
them that Sunday is the Lord's day. 
The Lord took us from where we 
sat in darkness on the mountain and 
gave us the light of God. We will 
not work or sell on Sunday. We will 
worship the Lord that day.

Are the people growing spiritu­
ally?

Since you have been coming to 
teach us, every adult and older 
young person has accepted Christ 
and been baptized. We truly have 
a Christian kampong. We tithe our 
money. We send part back to the 
Bible school to train our young peo­
ple to become pastors and leaders. 
We give regularly to the church in 
Tawau, where we are all members.

Why did you build this chapel?
We felt the Lord deserved a phce 

that was only his. We still worship 
in our homes—but this is his house. 
We are pleased to dedicate it to 
him today.

* * * *
The dedication came to a fitting 

close as the group sang, "Blessed 
assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what 
a foretaste of glory divine!"

The Lord is continuing to make 
a way for the Kadazans of Sabah. □
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CORN, 
COWS, 
AND 
PIGS

By Stanley D. Stamps

T
HE SIGHT that met my eyes as we rounded a slight curve 

in the highway was vastly different from what I first saw 
on July 4, 1966, when Sammy Simpson, Gerald Doyle, and 

I traveled to Chone in Manabf province. We had gone then 
to complete the purchase of about 70 acres of fertile, river­
bottom land, destined to become Centro Agricola Bautista 
(Baptist Agricultural Center), a combination demonstration and 
experimental farm.

I thought back to that original visit. Simpson, agricultural 
missionary to Ecuador, had been searching for a suitable place 
to establish a small demonstration farm. With the help of Doyle, 
then in his second term of service and located at Manta in the 
same province, a likely site was found near Chone in an area 
characterized by numerous small farms. As acting Mission 
treasurer, I went along to sign the documents and to write the 
check.

On that first visit we had to leave the station wagon parked 
alongside the newly constructed highway. We struck out to 
explore the land. A dense growth of old cacao (cocoa) trees 
interspersed with palm trees and other tropical growth domi­
nated at least half of the property; banana plants shaded the 
rest. We "stepped off" the site as best we could through the 
thick undergrowth from the highway to the river on the back 
side—70 acres, more or less.

The purchase was completed in less than a day, since Doyle 
and Simpson had already arranged that the necessary docu­
ments were ready. The first step had been taken toward a mis­
sionary project the Ecuador Mission had long considered.
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That was five years ago.
Now before us stretched a broad 

level pasture with tall grass half hid­
ing a number of purebred yearlings 
and heifers. Further on was a palm- 
thatched shelter with a sign in Span­
ish, “Anderson's Stable," named in 
appreciation of Dr. Ariis Anderson, 
of Mississippi State University and 
a deacon at First Baptist Church in 
Starkville, Mississippi. Anderson had 
taken an active interest in the work 
of Simpson, his former pupil, and 
was instrumental in securing pure­
bred stock for the farm's breeding 
program. In December 1968 Ander­
son accompanied to Ecuador a 
planeload of cattle, horses, and pigs 
destined for the farm.

A long driveway was marked by 
a sign announcing Centro Agricola 
Bautista. We were soon parked 
beside a comfortable, two-story 
house, faintly reminiscent of a 
country home somewhere down 
South, perhaps Mississippi.

The purpose of this visit was dif­
ferent from that first-trip. Keith, my 
14-year-old son, wanted to work 
on the farm during school vacation. 
His application had landed a job 
as machetero, a laborer who uses 
a machete as his principal tool.

The Richard D. Clements moved 
to Chone in July 1969, when the 
Simpson family returned to the U.S. 
for furlough and extended study 
leave. (Simpson holds the B.S. in 
agriculture and the M.S. in agron­
omy from Mississippi State Univer­
sity, State College, Miss. He expects 
to receive the doctor of agronomy 
degree from that school in May. He 
also holds the B.D. degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex.)

Clement studied in the field of 
agriculture at the University of Ken­
tucky three years before transferring 
to Georgetown College to prepare 
for the ministry. (He is also a grad­
uate of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky, and 
held pastorates in Kentucky and 
Florida before coming to Ecuador.) 
Richard grew up on a farm in Ken­
tucky.

The farm had its inception years 
ago, when the Ecuador Mission re­
quested an agricultural missionary 
to work among the numerous Indian 
farmers of the Andes highlands.

The author has been a missionary to Ecuador since 
1962. He is now stationed in Guayaquil.

When an agriculturist arrived on 
the field, the work among the in­
digenous tribes of the mountains 
was ruled out in favor of the more 
progressive and productive region 
of the coastal plains.

Other evangelical missions had 
attempted agricultural work among 
the Indians but with little success. 
Still others were at work among 
the tribes of the sparsely settled 
oriente, the rain-forest jungles of 
the eastern slope of the Andes 
watershed. Trends in agricultural 
reform also indicated away from 
the large, land-owner-dominated 
farms in the mountains toward the 
small, land-owner farms near the 
coast. The province of Manabf 
abounded with such small farms.

THE farm's first year of opera­
tion included land-clearing 
and a few row-crop experi­

ments. The dense cacao groves and 
banana plantations were systematic­
ally bulldozed away and burned, 
making way for crops and pasture 
land. A missionary residence and a 
house for the national farm foreman 
were constructed, as well as several 
utility buildings.

Cotton and watermelons were 
the first crops planted. These soon 
proved unprofitable, the first due 
to plagues of insects, such as army 
worms, vyhich would devastate a 
whole field overnight in spite of 
efforts to control them. Water­
melons produced well, better than 
expected during a dry year that 
wrought havoc to other plantings.

Emphasis the first two or three 
years was placed on row crops, 
showing that increased yields could 
be produced on plowed land and 
that at least two crops a year could 
be grown. The use of fertilizer and 
improved strains of seed was dem­
onstrated to good effect.

Farmers in the surrounding area 
still hold to traditional "slash-and- 
burn" methods, utilizing little more 
than a machete to cut the lush, 
rapidly growing undergrowth and 
to turn the soil to make ready for 
planting. Gradually farmers are rec­
ognizing the importance of plowing 
the land in order to catch the 
moisture that falls during the rainy 
season, January to April, and to help 
control weeds for better produc-

Right: "Anderson's Stable” at Chone.
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tion. The Baptist farm's tractor is 
hired out by an increasing number 
of neighboring farmers.

Corn proved the most suitable 
crop. In cooperation with INIAP, an 
Ecuadoran agricultural agency, ex­
perimental corn plots were planted 
to determine the most suitable varie­
ties for the area. These demonstra­
tions brought a number of visitors to 
the farm and established good will 
with an official national agency.

Using improved planting and cul­
tivation methods, the farm has dem­
onstrated how more than 60 bushels 
of corn can be produced per acre 
per planting, contrasted with the 
meager 20 bushels per acre of the 
native corn strain.

The farm's mission gradually be­
came clear—cattle breeding and 
improved feed crops and feeding 
methods.

The first animal purchased for the 
breeding program was a Brahma bull 
yearling, bought from an evangelical 
mission farm in the eastern jungles, 
in Jivaro Indian territory. The bull 
was soon joined by a purebred 
Hampshire boar, destined to be­
come the most remarkable animal 
for miles around.

Feeding procedures demonstrated 
innovations. The entire cornstalk— 
shuck, cob, and all—is utilized, 
whereas local tradition considered 
this waste and consequently of no 
use. The feeding program has illus­
trated the practicality of making use 
of all the plant, supplementing this 
with balanced feeds (adding protein 
content to the diet), and utilizing 
other materials that were also con­
sidered waste, such as rice bran.

A
ccording to clement, the 

most successful aspect of the 
farm operation has been the 

feeding program. The farm has 
shown how to fatten cattle faster; 
as many as four head of cattle can 
be run on a cuadra of land (about 
one and three-fourths acres) in com­
parison to one head per cuadra 
where an unimproved feeding and 
grazing method is followed.

The farm's breeding program is 
without a doubt the most popular 
aspect of the project in local opinion.

The hog program has surpassed 
the cattle project. There are now 
ten brood sows and five boars in 
service on the farm. From 50 to 60 
sows a month from far and near are
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brought to be bred by one of the 
purebred hogs. In the past three 
years about 400 purebred pigs and 
crosses of the two breed lines, 
Hampshire and Yorkshire, have been 
sold at moderate prices to farmers 
wishing to get started with a better 
breed.

Rafael Maldonado, farm foreman, 
estimates that more than 30 percent 
of the farmers in the Chone area 
have improved breed lines that 
originated at the Baptist farm. Stock 
from the farm has been sold in at 
least six neighboring provinces.

The result—an increased hog pro­
duction and an improved quality of 
meat. A typical native sow has an 
average of five pigs per litter; the 
center's sows average nine pigs. A 
criollo (native) hog requires an aver­
age of a year to grow to a weight 
of about 100 pounds, mostly fat; 
the improved breed of hog will 
weigh over 300 pounds with a mini­
mum amount of fat in a year's time. 
Hopefully in another six years the 
blood strain of the hog production 
of the area will be 100 percent im­
proved.

The swine program touches a 
majority of the small farmers, all 
of whom can at least afford a hog 
or two. For as little as $15 one can 
purchase a purebred pig and thus 
begin to improve his own herd's 
production.

Raising cattle costs more. This in­
volves available land for grazing as 
well as the initial cash outlay for 
stock. The average small farmer may 
not be able to afford a cow, much 
less feed one. An increasing number 
of operators of middle-sized and 
large farms are building up their 
herds. Many farmers, large and 
small, make use of the Baptist farm's 
breeding service; those who can af­
ford it buy calves in order to im­
prove their herds.

At present the farm has about 40 
head of cattle of pure bloodline, 
including Charolais, Brahma, Santa 
Gertrudis, Jersey, Hereford, and 
Angus. All except the two latter 
breeds have adapted well to the 
area's year-round, summer-like cli­
mate. A neighboring farm of about 
90 acres has been rented to graze 
the farm's cattle, as well as the stock 
of other farmers who bring their 
cattle to be bred at the farm.

The stock program received a shot 
in the arm in December 1968 with

Hog program at Baptist center has helped numerous small farmers.

the importation of a planeload of 
animals. The shipment included 28 
head of cattle, eight hogs, and three 
quarter horses, donated to the farm 
by various individuals, churches, 
and organizations in the United 
States.

T
HE Baptist Agricultural Center 
has carried out several coopera­
tive projects with a number of 
other evangelical missionary agricul­

tural groups and with Ecuadoran 
agricultural agencies, a nearby agri­
cultural high school, and the Peace 
Corps.

An extension program is being set 
up at an agricultural cooperative in 
the rural community of Rio Arma­
dillo, where at least ten hogs from 
the farm have been located. A small 
plot of land was set aside by a mem­
ber of Olivares Baptist Church in 
Rio Armadillo for use in crop dem­
onstrations.

The most successful aspects of the 
farm project, the Clements agreed, 
have been the corn and hog pro-

grams. The biggest problem has been 
posed by insects and other pests. 
Also, round-the-clock vigilance is 
necessary for the farm equipment 
and animals; two mules and a boar 
have been stolen.

The farm favorite is a four-year- 
old Hampshire boar, known over 
Manabi province for its size. After 
three years of breeding service, it is 
estimated that the boar has as many 
as 1,500 descendants, including at 
least 350 direct descendants.

Without a doubt, Centro Agricola 
Bautista of Chone has gained a fa­
vorable reputation among the popu­
lace. The people who readily rec­
ognize the benefits of improved 
farming methods are becoming 
more interested in hearing the gos­
pel message that is associated with 
the farm, the missionaries who op­
erate it, and the Christians among 
the farm employees, like Rafael 
Maldonado and his wife, Magdalena. 
This couple daily bear living wit­
ness to the Christian message of 
salvation. 0
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TELEVISED 
CANTATA

By Robert L. (Bob) Stanley

Chorus from Baptist churches presents cantata in Philamlife Auditorium, Manila.

F JUST didn't know our people 
could do anything like that," 

remarked a pastor whose choir had 
been one of ten from Baptist 
churches in Manila participating in 
a 70-member chorus.

The chorus had taken part in a 
one-hour television special on Good 
Friday (1971) featuring Dubois' can­
tata, The Seven Last Words. Thou­
sands of television viewers in the 
Manila, Cebu, and Baguio areas of 
the Philippines viewed the special, 
a product of combined efforts of 
the music promotion and radio­
television departments of the Philip­
pine Baptist Mission.

In addition, another 750 persons 
attended a concert presentation of 
the work on Easter Sunday in Phil- 
amlife Auditorium in Manila, di­
rected by Missionary Phillip M.

The author has been a missionary to the Philippines 
since 1966. He is stationed in Manila.

Anderson, music promotion secre­
tary.

With the Baptist Hour Choir as its 
nucleus, the combined group was 
supported by three soloists from 
the Manila Concert Choir and 11 
instrumentalists.

The TV program utilized 16 mm. 
film clips and chalk drawings by 
Sammy Singson, a teacher at Jose 
Rizal College in the Manila suburb 
of Mandaluyong. Narrating was 
Paul Lacanilao, program director for 
Channel 5 and master of ceremonies 
for the weekly Baptist Hour pro­
gram in the Tagalog language.

J. O. Terry, Jr., Foreign Mission 
Board radio-television representa­
tive for Asia, directed the video 
portion of the program. He also 
provided technical assistance in pre­
recording the music.

"We wanted to try a mass choir 
to give our church choir members 
an opportunity to participate in a

large organization and to do a real 
good piece of mus ic," Anderson ex­
plained. "And we also wanted to 
produce a nice program for the 
Manila area during Easter."

Channel 5 offered a free hour of 
choice TV time on the Friday be­
fore Easter for a televised version 
of the cantata. The Mission's radio­
TV department made funds avail­
able to help finance the production.

The project had moments of wor­
ry. After the choir had spent several 
hours recording the music, one part 
of the tape was mistakenly erased. 
This portion had to be recorded 
again. Assembling a group from so 
many churches scattered through­
out the Manila area posed problems 
for rehearsals because of transpor­
tation difficulties.

But Anderson said the choir mem­
bers and musicians were so enthusi­
astic about the result that they were 
ready to plan another program. □
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COMMUNICA TING 
THROUGH
MUSIC

By Thomas W. Hunt

Far from being passe, world evan­

gelism is more crucial now than 
ever. Evangelical Christianity knows 
that sharing its great news is liter­
ally a matter of life and death, as 
always, but with differences:

More lives and more deaths are 
involved now. More means are avail­
able to reach these lives. Radical 
developments in the complex of cul­
tural systems and in communication 
theory are creating new problems 
as well as opportunities for mission 
strategy.

The problem is not whether to 
evangelize the world, but how.

The complexity and magnitude of 
the contemporary evangelistic task 
staggers—and challenges—the imag­
ination. We are limited only by the 
imagination to follow the Holy 
Spirit.

During the past decade, in addi­
tion to the continuous evangelistic 
thrust that is at the center of all 
missions, missionaries under ap­
pointment by the Foreign Mission 
Board, along with their national col­
leagues in numerous countries, have 
expanded the scope of evangelistic 
campaigns.

The pre-campaign includes a mul­
tiform preparation of national Chris­
tians and various types of publicity 
to inform, influence, and attract 
prospects, according to specific pos­
sibilities and budget. The campaign 
itself contains more diversified ele­
ments. Vital conservation of results 
in follow-up is more efficient and 
often a budgetary part of the effort.

The author is associate professor of piano and organ 
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth, 
Texas. Other articles by Hunt appeared in the April 1971 
music-emphasis issue of The Commission.

But among the elements present 
in all phases, one of the most in­
dispensable and vital is music.

Pre-campaign concerts have some 
logistical advantages that make the 
evangelistic process more effective. 
It is easier to secure publicity for 
concerts than for most other pre­
campaign activities. Often walls are 
broken that later allow advertising 
of the campaign itself through pub­
lic media. Concerts also help con­
vince national leaders, as well as the 
public, that Baptists are interested 
in the whole man.

The chief value of concerts, how­
ever, is not logistical, but consists 
of their practical application in the 
communicative process.

The central task of evangelism is 
to inform: "Ye shall be witnesses." 
Witnessing differs from reporting in 
the relationship of the communica­
tor to his information. A reporter 
supplies data of which he may or 
may not have personal experience. 
A witness furnishes evidence based 
on personal experience or knowl­
edge.

A reporter and a witness differ 
also in their relationship to their 
informational targets (the receptors 
of the information). A reporter's in­
formation may or may not produce 
a change in the receptor. A witness' 
information provides a basis for de­
cision. The subject of our informa­
tion is a Person; knowing about him 
correctly (or incorrectly) becomes a 
basis for judgment, for acceptance 
or rejection.

Our informational targets can­
not become receptors if any kind 
of block obstructs the communica­
tive process or if the information

is poorly or incompletely received. 
Mission strategy, therefore, seeks to 
broaden the base of information 
available to its targets and attempts 
to convey the data by media which 
are intelligible, meaningful, and, if 
possible, convincing.

Throughout the process, music as 
a communicative vehicle has certain 
unique advantages. In itself it is not 
likely to threaten the receptor's con­
ception of himself and his role in 
his own culture. If his first contact 
with the gospel is through a con­
cert, he is less likely to begin "with 
his defenses up."

Music itself cannot present deno­
tative information ("Christ died for 
our sins"), but its text can, and often 
does in streamlined fashion; only 
one or two main points are com­
monly presented in a text. More­
over, music functions as a mnemonic 
device—it makes the message mem­
orable, enabling the listener to es­
tablish and remember essential 
points.

The principal communicative value 
of music, however, is connotative. 
People listen to music not primarily 
for information but for the complex 
of emotional, intellectual, and spirit­
ual factors which constitute its "mes­
sage" and make it music. For this 
reason, instrumental music may 
sometimes present less "threat" to 
a prospect than vocal music, since 
a strongly anti-Christian condition­
ing need not raise a barrier against 
a "message" without specific mean­
ing.

Because of this connotative value, 
musical meaning becomes spiritual. 
This is the quality that the first great 
missionary recognized and com-
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Carlos Gruber was one 
of several musicians 
from the U.S. assisting 
African churches 
during their 1970 crusades.

mended in his injunction to sing 
and make melody "with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord" (Colossians 
3:16; see also Ephesians 5:19).

This also explains why musical 
programs attract segments of a popu­
lation that are normally hostile or 
indifferent to the Christian message. 
Pre-campaign concerts provide the 
Christian mission with a magnetic 
and appealing setting for the initial 
contact with the Christian message.

How is this applied in practice?
Much depends on the talent and 

charisma of the communicator—in 
this case, the performer. The pur­
pose of the concert and its relation­
ship to the campaign must be 
frankly stated in all advertising. Good 
evangelism does not deceive in or­
der to obtain a captive audience, 
nor is it necessary.

One of the concomitants of the 
information explosion all over the 
world has been a great interest in 
music of all types. With this new 
surge of interest and the natural 
love of all people for music, almost 
any musical program has tremen­
dous inherent advantages as a ve­
hicle for attracting the disinterested.

Although those who come know­
ing the purpose of the concert may 
not be ready for the gospel, they 
bring to it an openness which may 
be encouraged and facilitated by a 
skillful performer.

That this actually happens has 
been demonstrated repeatedly by 
missionary musicians and by Chris­
tian artists. The success and contri­
bution of musical evangelism over 
the past decade have demonstrated 
the continuing vitality and growth 
of contemporary evangelism. □

THE 
SINGING 

SEMINARIANS
By Katherine Henderson

“Singing Seminarians” appearing at Clark Field Baptist Church.

FOURTEEN "Singing Seminarians" 
nervously, anxiously waited 
near the television set on an April 

Sunday afternoon in 1971. They had 
eaten lunch with my wife and me, 
their accompanist and director. 
They were awaiting "The Baptist 
Hour," for the program would cul­
minate hours of hard work by the 
choir.

The group had practiced faithfully 
an hour and a half every week dur­
ing the school year. They had pre­
sented numerous concerts, as am­
bassadors of Christ and representa­
tives of the Philippine Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Baguio.

They held fond memories of the 
weekend tour of the Angeles City 
area in February, when they sang in 
several colleges. Commented the 
music professor at one school, "That 
was the first time I've heard religious 
music sung at our college; I hope 
it is not the last. That was great!"

Reception at various churches was 
warm. At Dagupan Baptist Church 
a Roman Catholic priest in the audi­

The author, Mrs. Richard C. Henderson, has been a 
missionary since 1963 (Ghana 1963-67, Philippines 
since 1967).

ence said enthusiastically, "They 
told me I couldn't clap, though I 
wanted to. But I was clapping and 
saying 'amen' in my heart."

The seminarians would long re­
member the tour to Manila in 
March. They sang in the Village, 
Pasay City (the mayor was present), 
and International Baptist Churches. 
During this tour they spent hours 
taping their music and video-taping 
for the television program.

Between the two tours, the choir 
gave a concert at the Baguio Col­
leges Foundation Theater. Their 
spirit, dedication, and love for 
Christ were evident as they sang for 
more than 800 persons.

But the Sunday had arrived for 
their appearance on the "Baptist 
Hour." Eagerly they watched the 
program begin—but it was not the 
choir presentation. Through a mis­
take, the wrong program was being 
aired.

After about ten minutes, thanks 
to a phone call by an alert Manila 
missionary, the program was inter­
rupted. And then, there they were 
—the "Singing Seminarians," giving 
their witness through music. □
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W)M BE EM®

Book Editor Retires

Miss Genevieve Greer

FAR TOO FEW Southern Baptists have known Genevieve 
Greer. Except for book reviews appearing in various 
publications and a collection of missionary biographies 

for older children, her by-line seldom has been seen.
Books have been her business at the Foreign Mission Board 

for more than 21 years. The Board elected her as its book 
editor in 1950, the post from which she retires this year, 
effective April 30.

Miss Greer came to the Board in 1945 as secretary to 
the late E. C. Routh, editor of The Commission. When he 
retired in 1948, she became editorial assistant for the Board’s 
Office of Publications, producing pamphlets, booklets, and 
the Board’s Annual Report. She had been Dr. Routh’s secre­
tary for approximately eight years in the 1930s, when he was 
editor of the Baptist Messenger, state paper of the Baptist 
General Convention of Oklahoma. Immediately preceding 

her employment at 
the Foreign Mission 
Board, she was re­
porter and book­
keeper for the Foster 
County Independent, 
Carrington, North 
Dakota.

Miss Greer has 
provided editorial 
services for a num­
ber of the Board’s 
special publication 
projects and until re­
cently its Annual 
Report. Her main 
task, however, has 
been preparation of 
the annual series of 
graded books pub­
lished for study of 
foreign missions in 
the churches.

Born in Bunker Hill, Illinois, Miss Greer received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree at Oklahoma Baptist University, 
Shawnee. She also attended the University of Missouri School 
of Journalism, Columbia, and Draughon’s Business School, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. Since coming to Richmond, Virginia, she 
has taken several night courses at Richmond Professional In­
stitute (now Virginia Commonwealth University).

When asked to evaluate her years at the Foreign Mission 
Board, Miss Greer said, “The many things I have learned as 
editor of mission study books have generated in me a strong 
feeling for, and commitment to, missions. I am fully con­
vinced that a church that doesn’t have a deep commitment 
to missions just isn’t a church. The whole purpose of the 
church is missions—not just foreign missions but missions 
wherever the message and ministry of Christ should be ap­
plied.”

Although Miss Greer does not specifically label any pursuit 
as a hobby, she says that her favorite type of reading is 
biography and that she likes to drive an automobile and cook. 
At the time her retirement began. Miss Greer had not decided 
where she will reside.

We are sure that multiplied thousands of Southern Baptists 
will join us in wishing Miss Greer a long and happy retire­
ment. Year after year we have been aided by her skill. She 
has been an integral part of the process by which our denomi­
nation has been made more knowledgeable for support of 
missions and, in particular, foreign missions. We of the 
Foreign Mission Board staff will miss her daily presence and 
will always be thankful for the years she worked with us in 
such a meaningful way.

For Mission Study
Even though this year’s foreign mission study is six 

months away, thousands of persons will begin preparation 
for it very soon. They are the ones who have been chosen 
to teach the Graded Series books and will be in need of 
supplementary materials. In a later issue of The Commission 
we will present reviews of the books, along with information 
about teaching aids.

The theme for this year’s study is “Baptist Witness in 
Secular Europe.” The setting is a complex one and involves 
a large number of countries. The tabulation of Baptist statis­
tics by country, presented below, appeared in the March 
issue of The Baptist World, published by the Baptist World 
Alliance. For those who do not receive that publication we 
are happy to provide this information.

EUROPE
Austria* ................................................. 760
Belgium* 352
Bulgaria*............................................... 700
Czechoslovakia* ................................. 4,163
Denmark* 6,828
England* ............................................... 173,708
Finland* ............................................. 3,348
France* ................................................. 2,374
Germany, DDR* 24,019
Germany, West*................................... 74,235
Greece ...................................................
Hungary*............................................... 19,600
Iceland ................................................... 56
North Ireland and Eire* 7,208
Italy* ..................................... 5,100
Luxembourg 20
Netherlands* 10,329
Norway*..............................  6,535
Poland* 2,500
Portugal*............................................... 3,434
Romania* 120,000
Scotland* 16,250
Spain* ......................................... 5,750
Sweden* ............................................. 45,688
Switzerland* 2,822
U.S.S.R.*! 550,000
Wales* 72,097
Yugoslavia* .......... 3,730
Total for Europe 1,161,606

*One or more Baptist groups in each country marked by an asterisk are 
members of the Baptist World Alliance.
“This is the count for the churches registered with the government. Tn addi­
tion there are unknown numbers of Baptists in unregistered churches.
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‘UNTO 
ONE 

OF 
THE 

LEAST...’

By Baker J. Cauthen

A REMARKABLE letter came to 
my desk last week. It was writ­
ten in an exercise book such as 

students use in school. It filled 31 
pages and was signed by 11 people on 
behalf of their entire village.

This letter came from the eastern 
part of Nigeria, where even now peo­
ple are recovering from the sufferings 
occasioned by war. It was written as 
an expression of gratitude for the help 
extended by missionaries to people in 
the midst of suffering.

An idea of the suffering is seen in 
the words of the letter: “The two years 
of strife were full of horrors, wanton 
destruction and savagery, hunger and 
starvation, death and agony, moaning 
and mourning.” It describes the way 
people undertook to return to their 
home villages when the hostilities 
came to an end. “Some of our parents 
and grandparents, decrepit with age 
as they were, started trekking home­
ward—a distance of about 70 miles.”

They returned with anticipation to 
their villages, but in many cases found 
distressing sights. The letter stated, 
“When we reached our homes, every 
place was overgrown with trees and 
grasses. Our houses, some with thatches 
and poor foundations, fell down as a 
result of two years of rainfall. Con­
crete buildings were without windows, 
doors, or zinc roofs. The property in 
the houses was looted, and some 
houses were converted to latrines. 
Some houses were riddled with bul­
lets.”

In the midst of this suffering, mis­
sionaries were able to extend great 
help. In describing the work of a be­
loved lady, many ways were men­
tioned by which she helped the peo­
ple, including teaching the ways of 
God through our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, providing food, medical 
aid, clothing, school fees and uni­
forms for children, houses for the 
most destitute people, a Baptist preach­
ing station, necessary pamphlets about 
the spiritual life, and transportation 
for people to the hospital when seri­
ous cases occurred.”

So great is the gratitude of the peo­
ple that they have given her a name: 
“Mama Uwa—The Mother of the 
World.”

The letter went on to describe the 
work of other missionaries, indicating 
the many kindnesses which they have 
extended and the loving care which 
the people have felt.

In reading this beautiful letter, I

sensed again the great privilege mis­
sionaries have of helping people in 
need. They become channels of the 
outflowing love of Christ. Their joy 
is in helping, giving, blessing, and 
bringing smiles to troubled faces. The 
gratitude expressed by many of the 
people who understand through Chris­
tian faith the motivation of this ser­
vice is very tender and heartwarming.

Another letter today, however, points 
up the fact that such service can be 
rendered only by being prepared to 
follow Christ through deep valleys. In 
Ethiopia the missionaries in the Menz 
District have been providing meaning­
ful service to the people of the area. 
Animal husbandry, agriculture, rug­
weaving, medical clinics, bridge-build­
ing, and the preaching of the gospel 
have characterized their efforts.

But the letter today tells how one of 
the choicest missionary couples had 
to go through the bereavement of see­
ing their only child, a 13-month-old 
baby girl, become ill and die. Sustained 
by the prayers and the loving sympa­
thy of their missionary friends and co­
workers, Lynn and Suzanne Groce, 
the young parents, have experienced a 
peace that has been very impressive to 
others.

Their testimony is, “When Joylene 
was born with deformed thumbs, we 
found peace by giving her to God to 
use however he wanted. She has spread 
so much joy and love in the year with­
out even being .able to talk, that it is 
hard to imagine how much God could 
do in our lives if we would totally 
commit ourselves to him. Perhaps God 
was trying to teach us and others 
through her.”

The letter said that the loss of this 
little child, “has softened the hearts of 
our neighbors in a way nothing we say 
could ever have done.” There has been 
a steady stream of visitors calling to 
express their grief, giving Lynn and 
Suzanne many opportunities to witness 
to their faith in God’s love. They have 
received nine sheep, as well as eggs 
and others produce, as expressions of 
sympathy. “The Menz people have felt 
that we foreigners are different, but 
with Joylene’s death, they realize that 
we are just people like they are after 
all.”

Following the footprints of the Man 
of Galilee leads us sometimes through 
dark valleys, but we discover the great 
privilege of reaching out to suffering 
humanity with added power that peo­
ple may know the life he died to give.
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LETTERS
Letters to the editor with comments, sug­

gestions, or criticism about this magazine 
or its contents are welcome.

Radio Ministry
We were very pleased by the five articles 

you carried in the March The Commission 
by Veda Rae Lozuk. The articles gave ex­
cellent insight into the people and events 
which make up everyday life of a foreign 
mission assignment.

More important, though, the articles 
show how very effectively we can use the 
broadcast ministry. Key elements, obvi­
ously, are the dedicated drive behind the 
project, such as shown by George Lozuk, 
and the sensitive follow-up ministry by cor­
respondence, such as led by Veda Lozuk.

Perhaps the FMB is already planning to 
place more emphasis in the broadcast min­
istry. I hope so. For emerging areas this 
would seem to be an especially effective 
way to use our resources.

We would appreciate articles on our 
broadcast ministry in other parts of the 
world as you have opportunity.

Bette and Charles Tomlinson 
Linthicum Heights, Maryland

For special emphasis on broadcast minis­
tries in Africa and in Mexico, see the Octo­
ber 1971 issue.

About 'Dear Sir'
I can hardly wait to dictate this letter to 

tell how much I appreciated the article 
[“Dear Sir: God wants me to be a mission­
ary,” March] in The Commission.

In these seven years of interviewing col­
lege and seminary students and others con­
cerning their interest in foreign missions, I 
have seen patterns of influence we as South­
ern Baptists have had upon these people 
and many misconceptions that have come 
because of our lack of knowledge and in­
sight in counseling with young people who 
make a commitment to foreign mission 
service.

Also it has become so apparent to me 
that in a large percentage of the cases when 
a person volunteers for missions, the pastor 
or other staff workers or Sunday School 
teachers in the church simply relate to this 
person as if they are something different, 
thus allowing their “call” to foreign mis­
sions to become an actual obstacle in the 
kind of guidance and help they need in 
identifying their interests and vocational 
talents.

This article will do much to help many.
Roger G. Duck 

Ft. Worth, Texas

Last Sunday night a young, eighth-grade 
boy came forward after a very convicting 
message from 1 Kings 17 was brought to 
us from our pastor. This young boy felt 
God leading him to become a missionary. 
Our church family extended their love and 
prayer support. The rest, we felt, was left 
up to the Lord.

The very next day I read the article . . . ,

“Dear Sir: God wants me to be a mission­
ary.” I made sure my pastor knew about 
this eye-opening article. As WMU director, 
after reading this article I felt not only a 
sense of responsibility toward this young 
missionary candidate, I saw it as an oppor­
tunity to help him answer the question in 
his heart, “What do I do now?” I simply 
wrote him a letter of encouragement and 
told him how to contact both our mission 
boards.

Since that first letter I have written more 
letters to other young people in our church 
who in years past have expressed their de­
sire to serve Christ on a mission field. This 
is a responsibility every Christian adult can 
share in guiding our youth into Christian 
service. But it is truly a blessed task for the 
WMU.

Thank you for The Commission. I hope 
Mrs. Barbara Jackson works overtime as a 
result of this article.

Mrs. Jerry L. Drape^ 
Lee’s Summit, Missouri

The student section of the missionary per­
sonnel department of the Foreign Mission 
Board received over a half dozen letters 
from teen-agers, responding or commenting 
about the article. Two letters were received 
in the department from ministers stating or 
implying a different point of view on the 
matter of call.

The April Cover
Thank you for the beautiful picture of 

the Guatemalan lady on the. cover page of 
the April The Commission. And thank you 
for putting The Commission’s name where 
it did not hurt the picture.

Eugenia Gasque 
Florence, South Carolina

Money, Money
I was very much impressed by the cover 

of the March issue. Do you have copies of 
this available for purchase? . . . Your fine 
work and excellent magazine are appre­
ciated.

Stanley H. Dill 
Wheeling, Illinois

I have been deeply impressed with the 
March cover and would like a copy if it is 
available for framing. A year or two ago 
you had a cover with stamps of the coun­
tries where we had missionaries, and it has 
proved to be an excellent conversation 
piece. . . . Having recently been in South 
America on a preaching mission, it has a 
special interest to me. Thank you for the 
magazine, which is always informative and 
inspirational.

Vernon B. McDaniel 
College Park, Georgia

The response to the March cover is grati­
fying, but there are no plans to reproduce 
the covers for separate distribution. The 
cover showing stamps (1968) was repro­
duced as a premium for magazine subscrip­
tion, but that supply was exhausted many 
months ago.

The article “A Dollar by Any Other 
Name” (March) was most interesting to 
me. I have been collecting foreign coins 
for some time, with the object of assem­
bling one coin of each country. So far,

Journeyman 
Redeployment

Fifty-eight missionary journey­
men will soon be returning to the 
U.S. They will have served for 
two years in 35 countries of the 
world. These young adults are 
skilled and experienced in work. 
Many of them will be needing 
jobs when they return.

^lost of the journeymen will ar­
rive in the States late in June or 
early in July. The types of jobs 
which they are now filling include:

Kindergarten teachers

Teachers in elementary and 
secondary schools

Nurses
Secretaries
Youth and student workers
Social workers

If you are considering the em­
ployment of a young adult in any 
of these areas, please write to me 
and let me assist you in contacting 
a returning journeyman. Address: 
Stanley A. Nelson, associate sec­
retary, Department of Missionary 
Personnel, Foreign Mission Board, 
Box 6597, Richmond, Virginia 
23230.

there are 66 represented. Likely this is half 
of those issuing hard coins. Of the nations 
listed in [the] article, I lack 26 countries.

Paul J. W. Boehm 
Rogersville, Tennessee

More about Art
I read with interest the comments on 

[Bob Harper’s] work and the articles in the 
January issue of The Commission.

The quickening of the creative spirit in 
men of every stratum of society throughout 
the world is important at all times and in 
all places. If, as spiritual-minded people 
everywhere believe, man is essentially and 
in essence a spiritual being, the awakening 
of the spirit can be most naturally expressed 
in a creative act that brings the appreciation 
of beauty.

Hugh Lynn Cayce 
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Kind Words
Will you please extend my subscription 

for another three years? . . . The Commis­
sion is one of our best Southern Baptist 
pieces of literature. I am 85 years old and 
have enjoyed [it] over many years.

Mrs. D. I. Purser 
Birmingham, Alabama
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FAMILY ALBUM
Current addresses of Foreign Mission Board missionary 

mrsonnel, including emeritus missionaries, are available 
in the Directory of Missionary Personnel, published quar­
terly by the Board's Department of Missionary Education 
ind Promotion. The Directory is available free on request 
from the department, Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230.

Arrivals from the Field
ADAMS, Rev. & Mrs. Heyward L. (Nigeria), 2839 

Evergreen Ave. SW., Camden, Ark. 71701.
Cooper, June (Japan), 731 Darlington St., Colum­

bia, S.C. 29201.
Davis, Rev. & Mrs. Burton deWolfe (Eq. Brazil), 

Null Rd., Rt. 1, Box 245, New Cumberland, 
Pa. 17070.

•Fisher, Rev. & Mrs. Maury J. (Thailand), 215 
Railroad Ave., Griffin, Ga. 30223.

Graham, Rev. & Mrs. Donald W. (Peru), Rt, 2, 
Box 159, Montevallo, Ala. 35115.

Hu n t , Rev. & Mrs. Bob W. (Taiwan), 112 N. 
i Main, Boaz, Ala. 35957.jo l l y , Rev. & Mrs. Lawson E., Jr. (Costa Rica), 

1466 Keene Rd., Clearwater, Fla. 33516.
Lay, Diana (Ghana), 7300 W. 51st Ave., Glen­

dale, Ariz. 85301.
i McNealy, Rev. & Mrs. Walter B. (S. Brazil), 

196 Jules Ave., New Orleans, La. 70121.
McNealy,ERRev.A& Mrs.rs W alterE. B. K(51.•aBrazil), 

196aJules.dAve.,ijNewJ.Orleans, 7La. 70121.
Mon tg omer y,:vMr. & Mrs.H Irae E. L(Kenya),Pc2001 
* DurainrsRd.,a Baytown,i,Tex.377520. Peachtree Rd., 
No wlan d,eeRev. &)3Mrs. Harvey L., Jr. (Peru), 
53ac/o=FFirsta Bap. Church, 5303nNew Peachtree Rd., 

j | Chamblee, Ga. 30341. Wild Valley Rd., Baton
Parker, Marilyn)>(journ., Argentina), c/o Dr. Mar- 
Pi garet Stanley, M9508ErWild cValley?ezRd.,0.Baton

Rouge,o La.Lv70810.d Hickory, Tenn. 37138.
Pippin ,'NRev.la& Mrs. ErnestinC. (Argentina), 1228 

DonelsonJ,Ave., Old3 Hickory, Tenn. 37138.
[Sampson, Marye H. T (Taiwan),108133Jr Blaine ' Rd., 

Richmond,J Va."e23235.7415.
Tilford, Lorene (Taiwan),rle 108 Greenleaf St., 

Chattanooga,oTenn. 37415.6301.
Worthy, Rev. & Mrs. Charles C. (Israel), 1204 

MagnoDliae, pDaortthuanr,esAlat. o363t0h1e. Field
Balyeat, Mr. & Mrs. Kent W., Argentina.
Craig, Betty Jo, Nigeria.
Hall, Ruth Ann, Nigeria.
Kirkpatrick, Mary Frank, Nigeria.
Ray, Dr. & Mrs. Charles A. (assoc., employed for 

Malaysia), Japan.
Snell, Oleta E., Chile.
Th o mps o n , Mary Sue, Nigeria.
Walters, Doris, Japan.
Wo mack, Rev. & Mrs. William L. (assoc.), Antigua.

Transfers
Bradford, Mr. & Mrs. L. Galen, Japan to Malawi, 

Mar. 14.

Resignations
Co m pton , Dr. & Mrs. Bobby D. (Colombia), April 

30.
Mo seley , Dr. & Mrs. James R. (Nigeria), Mar. 14.
Ow e n s , Nannie B. (Nigeria), Mar. 14.
Po u los, Rev. & Mrs. George W. (Belgium), Feb. 

29.
Wil so n , Rev. & Mrs. James M. (Eq. Brazil), Mar.

Births and Adoptions
Cader, Licia Jon, daughter of Rev. & Mrs. Burley 

E. Cader (N. Brazil), Nov. 3, 1967.
Eaton, Steven Andrew, son of Rev. & Mrs. Paul 

D. Eaton (Uganda), Feb. 27.
Frederick, Jeanne Carole, daughter of Rev. & 

Mrs. L. Wayne Frederick (Leeward Islands), 
Feb. 23.

Mu llic an , Deborah Lenore, daughter of Mr. & 
Mrs. Kenneth R. Mullican, Jr. (Gaza), Jan. 1.

St il e s , John Clifford, son of Rev. & Mrs. James H.
Stiles, Jr. (Colombia), Feb. 14.

Deaths
Groce, Joylene Sue, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. V. 

Lynn Groce (Ethiopia), Mar. 18, Addis Abeba, 
Ethiopia.

Ha mlett, Peter Wilkerson, son of Lettie (Mrs.
P. W.) Hamlett (emer., China), Feb. 26, Cres­
cent City, Calif.

Oakes, Mrs. Marion, mother of Margaret (Mrs.
Ray D.) Joye (appointed for Nigeria), Mar. 5.

Sloan , Mrs. J. E., mother of Jacqulyn (Mrs. Her­
bert W.) Neely (Rhodesia), Mar. 14.

Wa t so n, Mrs. Nora, mother of La Nell (Mrs. A. 
Benjamin) Bedford (Argentina) and Thomas L. 
Watson (Peru), Mar. 5, Rowland Hgts., Calif.

Marriages
Moore, Marilyn Selma, daughter of Dr. & Mrs. 

John Allen Moore (field rep., Europe), to Ed­
ward Leroy Beasley, Feb. 26, Louisville, Ky.

Oliver, Susan Lee, daughter of Rev. & Mrs. Ed­
ward L. Oliver (Japan), to Patrick Stanley 
Fennell, Aug. 21, Tampa, Fla.

Joylene Sue Groce

Joylene Groce Dies in Ethiopia
Joylene Groce, only child of Mr. and 

Mrs. V. Lynn Groce, missionaries in Ethi­
opia, died March 18 in Addis Abeba, Ethi­
opia, of bronchial pneumonia with a kidney 
ailment. She was 13 months old. Burial was 
in Addis Abeba.

Mrs. Groce is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Douglas M. Knapp, missionaries to 
Tanzania; she and Lynn met in Tanzania 
while he was a missionary journeyman as­
signed to assist Knapp. The Groces have 
worked in Ethiopa since 1970.

MOVING?
Moving to a new ad­

dress? Let The Com­
mission know so we 
can keep your maga­
zine coming to you 
every month.

Paste the address 
label from the back 
cover of The Commis­
sion in the space pro­
vided. Fill in your new 
address and mail to:

Editor
The Commission 

Box 6597 
Richmond, Va. 23230

Allow six weeks for 
change of address. (If 
label is not available, 
be sure to send your 
old address, including 
zip code.)

(Please

Name__________

NEW Address _

Attach

Label

Here

print)

City______________________

State________________ Zip

A
Woman’s 
Hidden 
World...
Holds her private fears, her dis­
couragements, her loneliness, 
her personal anxieties. Only 
another woman can understand 
and comfort these uniquely- 
feminine emotions.
In A Woman’s Search for Se­
renity, Martha Nelson talks to 
her female readers in a sympa­
thetic and encouraging way. 
She shows how Christian faith 
helps a woman overcome the 
many inner pressures of her 
inner world.

A WOMAN’S SEARCH 
FOR SERENITY $3.95
At Your
Baptist Book Store

ffiROADMAN
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EPiSTLES
• Many wrote messages of sympathy 
• following the tragic death of our col- 
• league, Miss Mavis Pate, a nurse in 
• Gaza Baptist Hospital [see Feb., p. 39; 
• Mar., pp. 28, 33], On January 16 she 
• was killed in an ambush by Arab ter- 
• rorists as she traveled northward on

Perhaps you read recently the unusual item about Shoichi Yokoi. A for­
mer sergeant in the Japanese Imperial Army, he was discovered in the jungle 

of Guam, where he had been hiding for 28 years.
He returned to Japan in February after more than 30 years 

away from his country. Both he and the Japanese experienced 
severe “culture shock.” The Japanese are curious and embarrassed 
by Yokoi. They are reminded of an era which they have des­
perately tried to forget.

Yokoi, on the other hand, is deeply disappointed in the Japan to which he 
returned. He is dismayed to see the emperor so chumily handled by the news 
media and distrustful of almost everyone; he feels they have betrayed the 
dream and the faith that sustained him for 28 years in the jungle.

An article in a Japanese newspaper spoke of the difficulty of Yokoi’s 
adjustment from a forest jungle to the “asphalt jungle” of modern Japan.

Much is spoken of that which supported him 
during those long, lonely, difficult years. But, 
in fact, the very thing that sustained him— 
his faith in the emperor and in the glorious 
Japan he dreamed of—has suddenly been 
completely taken away from him. One won­
ders how he can remain sane.

I am reminded of the phrase in 1 Corin­
thians 15, “If Christ be not risen . . , ,” and 
I wonder what it would mean to us Chris­
tians if all we had believed in and been 
sustained by were suddenly proved to be 
false and vain, as happened to Yokoi.

Melvin J. Bradshaw, Hiroshima, Japan

Early in the dry season that began in October I held two revival meetings. 
During a nine-night meeting in the village of Akwanga, attendance was 
around 1,000 nightly; 300 persons made public decisions. The village was 
shaken for Christ. Attendance at the small Baptist church has nearly doubled 
since the meeting.

In December a city-wide campaign was conducted in Keffi. Nightly attend­
ance ran 3,500 to 4,000, sometimes higher. There were 600 public profes­

sions of faith and other decisions. One of the preaching bands 
was admitted to the king’s palace, even into the harem to preach 
to the chief and all his wives.

A school of evangelism was held in connection with the Keffi 
meeting. Invitations were sent out over a wide area. Some 30 
persons enrolled, and about 20 took the examination at the close.

Subjects taught at the four-day school included witnessing for Christ, the 
Holy Spirit in witnessing, church revivals and city campaigns, counseling 
converts, and conserving results of revival. There was a daily devotional 
service in the morning and a noonday testimony service.

Each student was required to visit homes and witness two hours each 
afternoon, with a daily report form to complete. The students (mostly 
pastors) attended and took part in the evening revival services.

Thomas J. Kennedy, Jos, Nigeria

the main road of the Gaza Strip.
In the same incident Ed Nicholas, 

another fellow missionary, was hit by 
fire from machineguns. One of his 
daughters was slightly wounded. Fol­
lowing several operations, Ed returned 
to Gaza anxious to return to his work, 
which he feels is needed now more 
than ever.

We don’t understand why one who 
was so aptly described by an Israeli 
journalist as a “nurse of mercy” had 
to die. We do know, however, that for 
the first time we saw Mus­
lims, Jews, and Christians 
sitting together in the Gaza 
church. They heard a pas­
tor read Jesus’ words, 
“And fear not them which 
kill the body but are not able to kill 
the soul .......... ”

We do know that a Jewish friend 
wept when she heard of Mavis’ death 
and said, “And to think she died in 
my place!” Perhaps Mavis did die in­
stead of a Jew who might have been 
traveling toward home that evening.

We do know that our Ashkelon 
friends—from the laundryman to the 
mayor, from the rabbi to the avowed 
atheist—have spoken words of sympa­
thy to us. Suddenly we have been given 
opportunity to speak to several civic 
clubs and to a synagogue discussion 
group about Baptists and our work in 
Gaza and around the country.

We do know there is complete sin­
cerity in the tight handclasps of Arab 
friends on the hospital compound and 
in their simple plea, “Please don’t 
blame us. We loved her. We would 
not have had such a thing to happen.”

Are all these things evidence God 
is using this act to bring men closer 
to peace in our troubled area? Through 
this incident will at least a few men 
awake to see the futility of bloodshed, 
the needless waste of lives and prop­
erty? Will the time soon come when 
love and peace will replace hatred and 
terror in hearts of Arabs and Israelis 
around us?

To hasten that time we rise each 
day, pray, and go about our tasks in 
God’s service.

James W. Smith , Ashkelon, Israel
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While in language school, we worshiped in most of the Baptist churches 
and missions in the Greater Manila Association, more than 35 in all. This 
way we learned the location and met some of the members of each congre­
gation.

At evening worship in one of these mission points in the Caloocan City 
area, we noticed a young man leave during the service. Shortly 
afterward, another youngster came in and took his place. Some 
time later the second young man left, and the first returned.
Neither wore shoes.

The pastor explained later that these boys were brothers 
and had only one shirt between them. One would put on the

A 99-year lease for about 60 acres 
of good farmland was secured a few 
months ago in an area where Baptists 
have new work and good response to 
the gospel, but no missionary to help 
with follow-up and training. The land 
will allow Darrel (my husband) to 
begin experimentation and demonstra­
tion plots. Planting season has come, 
and we are trying to get 
tome corn planted. Corn 
js the staple food, and al­
most everyone grows it, 
but it can be improved by 
better methods; Darrel
wants to show how this can be done.

Women cook the pounded corn into 
a stiff porridge, which they eat every 
day, perhaps with a little meat or a 
vegetable. Many people prefer this 
diet even when something else is avail­
able, so improved varieties and greater 
yields would be helpful.

Darrel is trying to find a team of 
oxen to help with plowing. Why not 
a tractor? Because one of our objec­
tives is to show people how to “do the 
best they can with what they have,” 
and a tractor is beyond the reach of 
most. Oxen are readily available. With­
out oxen, soil preparation is done by 
manpower with a short-handled hoe.

We are excited about the possibilities 
in the new area. One young man wrote 
that he had been converted and wanted 
to start a Baptist church in his village; 
he asked if someone could come help. 
We plan to go.

Recently Darrel and a Malawian 
preached in a village where the chief 
is a Christian but not baptized. When 
they were leaving, the chief told them, 
“I’m turning my people over to the 
Baptists,” meaning that we would be 
free to preach, baptize, and build 
churches. The man is chief over 16 
villages, but this is in an area where 
we live now—not where we are about 
to move. There is much to be done 
and few to help.

Judy (Mrs. Darrel E.) Garner 
Lilongwe, Malawi

shirt and come into the service, while the other waited outside. Then they 
would swap places and the shirt.

Now both boys have a shirt and attend the services together. They have 
no family, no home, and often no job. There are many such “street boys” 
in Manila.

Jack S. Branan, Manila, Philippines

# Traditionally in the capital city new work has progressed very slowly 
• at the beginning, primarily because of the strong Muslim influence. But 
e recently we saw a sharp reversal of that trend in one area of the city.
• We felt new work was needed in a section of Dar es Salaam where 
• there was no Baptist witness. I made a survey of a residential area where
• most of the residents have come from other sections of Tanzania and thus 
• are not Muslims.
• A religious motion picture was shown outside on a Saturday night with
• about 1,000 persons attending. One of the local pastors preached and in­

vited the people to attend a worship service the next day. Per­
haps 100 persons came to the Sunday service, held under a 
large tree.

I had been preaching only about five minutes when a down­
pour of rain began. Nobody left the service, however. At the 
close, 30 persons made professions of faith.

Attendance has ranged from 100 to 150 a Sunday, and about 60 per­
sons made professions of faith during the first two months. A plot of 
ground has been acquired on which to build a chapel of poles and mud.

Cordell Akin, Jr., Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

• Christ came from the realms of glory to walk with the poor and the 
• rich, the ignorant and the learned. What an experience it is to actually
• “walk in the shoes” of the very poor!
• The “Good News” Baptist Mission (at the student center) ministers to 
• a very poor neighborhood, an upper-middle-class neighborhood, and to 
• students. One morning Senora Petra, a woman who has been attending 
• the mission, sent two of her children to say that Esteban (Stephen), her 
• three-and-a-half-year-old son, had died just hours before. The woman is
• the mother of eight, and her husband has deserted her.
• As we went to the tiny room, we walked with this poor woman—we
• saw the effects of superstition, observed the waiting, heard the cutting 

words, and felt her frustration of not being able to do any­
thing because of her social class and the lack of money.

However, as we and family members stood around the grave 
in the paupers’ section (old bones and parts of rude, wooden 
coffins gave evidence to the location), she stopped sobbing as 
we read, “Let not your hearts be troubled ... for I have come

that you might have life (eternal).”
Petra has already brought several neighbors and friends to the mission 

to hear the Good News. She and thousands like her need prayer.
Charlotte (Mrs. Julian C.) Bridges, Mexico, D.F., Mexico
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NEWS
Convention Planned

Messengers from 20 Baptist 
churches in Ecuador gathered in 
Quito in preparation for organizing 
a national Baptist convention. The 
initial convention session is set for 
October 7-9. The group discussed 
a constitution and elected five pro­
visional officers, all Ecuadorans ex­
cept for one Southern Baptist mis­
sionary.

Earlier a group of Baptist pastors 
met with missionaries at the Baptist 
encampment at Manglaralto. Pastors 
expressed appreciation for the pres­
ence of missionaries and their con­
tinuing contribution, but agreed 
that the time has come for national - 
workers to assume more leadership 
and responsibility for evangelizing 
their homeland.

Missionary Archie V. Jones, chair­
man of the Baptist Mission, told the 
pastors, "We are willing to follow 
you. We will work with you."

Religious Liberty Law Said Effective
Both the Spanish government and evangelical churches have found the: 

1967 law guaranteeing religious liberty satisfactory, according to Jose 
Cardona, Baptist pastor and secretary of the Evangelical Defense Com­
mittee in Spain.

"In the beginning there were misgivings on the part of the government! 
on the grounds of proselytism, but this did not turn out to be the threat!'; 
which was feared," reported Cardona. "In actual practice there are still!; 
certain restrictions on evangelicals, but in general they can give an open 
testimony which is pleasing to everybody, including the government 
officials."

Evangelicals in Spain, however, have had no greater growth in numbers 
during the past four and a half years than they had in times of actual 
persecution, Cardona pointed out.

Openness Seen in Francophone Nations
Opportunities for expanding Southern Baptist work in five Francophone 

(French-language) countries of West Africa were pointed out by H. Cornell 
Coerner, Foreign Mission Board secretary for Africa, following a recent 
tour of mission work in several West African countries. He indicated it 
would be best to locate missionaries in the growing cities.

Despite incumbent difficulties of missionary service in the Francophone 
countries, he added, there is an openness toward evangelical mission work, 
in contrast to the restrictive nationalistic spirit in some other countries. The 
Board now has only two couples engaged in the required year of French 
language study with a view to reinforcing the 22 missionaries already work­
ing in the five countries.

Agency Recognizes Nursing School

Baptists’ Hymns Win
Baptist musicians collected the 

three top awards in the first national 
festival of Ecuadoran evangelical 
hymns. Musicians from several evan­
gelical denominations in Ecuador 
submitted 30 original hymns for the 
festival, intended as an annual 
event. About 300 persons a night 

jk attended performances in
| 1 two evening sessions at
W University Baptist Church,

f Quito.
An interdenominational

v ‘ I panel of musicians and
M pastors, basing decisions

_ on originality, spiritual
content, and worshipful­

ness, awarded first place to Miguel 
Mesias, pastor of Central Baptist 
Church, Quito. Second place went 
to Pastor Guillermo Vasquez of Uni­
versity Church (see Feb. issue, p. 
12). Timoteo Guerrero, young son 
of a Baptist pastor in Guayaquil, 
claimed third place.

Central Church, founded in 1952 
as Ecuador's first Baptist church, 
sponsored the festival as part of its 
anniversary observance.

The ministry of public health and social welfare in Paraguay has granted 
official recognition to the nursing school of Baptist Hospital, Asuncion. 
Missionary William A. Hickman, Jr., said this was the first step in a long 
quest for government recognition. Key persons in the school's accomplish­
ment were Miss Rosalie Weatherford, who recently returned to the U.S. 
after two years as a special project nurse, and Betty (Mrs. Leland J.) Harper, 
career missionary nurse assigned to Paraguay.

In the new nation of Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan) Missionary James F. 
McKinley, Jr., poses with Hindu refugee whose new house had just been completed. 
Under McKinley’s direction and with funds from Southern Baptists, new homes are 
being provided for every Hindu family in Kashempur village, totaling between 120 and 
130 homes. Cost will total about $26,000. Construction is expected to be completed 
before monsoon rains begin in June. Most of the villagers are Muslims, said 
McKinley, but ‘‘there are about 1,000 Hindus who were the special targets of the 
terrorization unleashed upon the Bengali people” during months of civil strife 
and military occupation. Each home owner provides all the work except that by 
specialists— carpenters and artisans for weaving bamboo. The project is part of a 
continuing effort by Southern Baptist missionaries to become directly involved in relief 
work in Bangladesh. The Foreign Mission Board in March appropriated another $10,000 
for relief work there, bringing to $111,500 the amount allocated for that purpose.
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: Missions Update
71-

Eight couples were appointed missionaries by the Foreign Mission Board in April. 
nt In addition, a former missionary was reappointed, a former medical missionary couple 
at were employed under the Special Project medical program, and a former Special Project 

nurse was reemployed as missionary associate, all four for NIGERIA. . . . The Board ap- 
n proved 74 young people for missionary journeyman training. . . . The Board session was 

11 held in JACKSON, MISS., the Board's first meeting in that state.

। The Board approved creation of a Department of Promotion and Furlough Ministries 
within the Mission Support Division. The department encompasses "promotion" functions

. of the former Department of Missionary Education and Promotion, which becomes Department 
of Missionary Education, retaining responsibility for audio-visuals and publication 
work; EUGENE L. HILL continues as secretary. SAMUEL A. DEBORD, formerly an associate 
secretary, heads the new department; three associate secretaries will be MISS EDNA 
FRANCES DAWKINS, ROGER G. DUCK, and RALPH L. WEST, being transferred from the Department 
of Missionary Personnel. . . . The new department, to become operational in June, will 
promote foreign missions through a variety of ministries. Furloughing missionaries as 
well as staff members will carry out the department's work. . . .Also, the Board 
sleeted W. DENNIS HILL as a regional personnel representative, to be stationed in the 
RALEIGH-DURHAM area of NORTH CAROLINA; he had been serving on part-time basis.

Two Baptists, one a deacon, the other a pastor and president of the JAMAICA Baptist 
jUnion, have been sworn into the Jamaican Senate in Kingston. Prime Minister Michael 
Manly, newly elected, appointed them. ... A Philippine Baptist pastor, DEU I. MAHANDI, 
45, became the first evangelical chaplain buried in the Cemetery of the Heroes, near 
Manila. On active duty with the Armed Forces of the PHILIPPINES, he promoted peace 
between Muslims and Christians on the island of Mindanao, where hundreds have died in 
conflict between rival groups. He died following a stroke.

Five missionaries, including workers with Wycliffe Bible Translators and Mennonite 
linguists, died in the NEW GUINEA crash of a plane operated by Jungle Aviation and Radio 
Service, air arm of Wycliffe. . . . Baptists in PERU have distributed food packages and 
roofing materials to sufferers in the wake of severe flooding following heavy rains.

PRESIDENT NIXON'S foreign policy advisor, HENRY A. KISSINGER, gave a detailed brief­
ing at the White House to a group of 32 religious leaders, including nine Southern 
Baptists, among them BAKER J. CAUTHEN, Foreign Mission Board executive secretary. The 
"off the record" briefing dealt mainly with the President's trips to CHINA and RUSSIA 
and with policy decisions during the INDIA-PAKISTAN conflict. . . . Thirty Baptist 
laymen from MEXICO are visiting TEXAS and TENNESSEE April 22-May 6 to study Southern 
Baptist work. Mexican laymen proposed such a tour after numerous mission-study excur­
sions by Southern Baptist laymen to Mexico, sponsored by the Brotherhood Commission.

Net sales of $401,309 were recorded for 1971 by the BAPTIST SPANISH PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
El Paso, Tex., a new high for the 66-year-old institution and a 1,000 percent increase 
over sales reported in 1950. . . . College students planning to serve as Baptist Student 
Union summer missionaries for about eight weeks in 18 countries this summer attended 
orientation in RICHMOND, VA. The 34 men and 30 women represent 19 states.

A $28,000 medical building in two units, each with a waiting room and four doctors' 
offices, has been dedicated adjacent to the Baptist hospital in Guadalajara, MEXICO. 
Proximity of. the professional building to the hospital is expected to encourage 
doctors to practice there. . . . Recent ordination of two men in PARAGUAY brought to 20 
the number of ordained Paraguayan Baptist pastors in active service there. Of 18 
organized churches in the Paraguay Baptist Convention, only one is not being led by a 
national pastor. . . . Uprooted by floodwaters, a tree caused at least $1 ,000 damage 
when it fell across the rear of the temporarily unoccupied missionary residence at 
the Baptist Agricultural Center, Chone, ECUADOR. (See related story, p. 22.)
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