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NFORTUNATELY, the statistics 
given in Europe—A Mission Field? 
have changed little since the manu­
script was completed a year and a 
half ago.* I say "unfortunately" be­
cause I regret there has been no 
startling growth anywhere in Europe.

The trend toward secularism in 
"Christian Europe" continues. Most 
people are not interested in religion 
and are indifferent or even hostile 
to the church. In a study prepared 
for the Lutheran Church of Finland, 
Pastor Martti Lindqvist said that 
Europe can "hardly be called a 
Christian territory if the criterion is 
the religious consciousness and the 
congregational activity of the popu­
lation."

An international conference of 
scientists in Sweden not long ago

* Europe—A Mission Field? is the book for adults in 
the 1972 Foreign Mission Graded Series. The author, J. 
D. Hughey, Foreign Mission Board secretary for Europe 
and the Middle East, has prepared this article updating 
the book. Hughey served as a missionary in Europe before 
becoming area secretary.

spent a long time dealing with "Life 
in the Year 2000." The Christian 
church was not mentioned a single 
time. Someone commented, "It was 
as though it had ceased to exist—or 
existing had ceased to be relevant 
to life."
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The decline of "official religion

land, a Russian who is now a 
fessor in Hawaii, wrote me red 
that secularism is worse for Baa 
and for other denominations!

is not altogether bad. Christianity
my book suggests.

Thinking of the small Bi
groups in Europe, he said, "Bai

on the support and prestige it could together with all other small b

and the small tree

ers, thrive under the protects 
the big denominations, as as 
tree thrives in the neighborhooi 
a mighty forest. Destroy the fol

get from governments. During re­
cent months calls for separation of 
church and state have come not 
only from irreligious persons but 
also from influential members of 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy in 
Spain, from the Anglican Synod of 
London, and from leaders of church 
and state in several countries.

This is good, but the erosion of 
church loyalties is not. A former stu­
dent of mine at Ruschlikon, Switzer-

in Europe has depended too much



.The strong wind of seculari- 
would break it down." 
strong winds of seculariza- 
k breaking down trees in 
I New trees and new forests
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1 Williams recently stated to 
■lish Assembly of the Baptist 
■of Wales, of which he is sec- 
fBaptists are advancing every- 

in the world except in Eu- 
'he loss is greatest of all in 
and the spiritual recession is 
here than anywhere." In 

there were 100,021 Baptist 
members in Wales; now 

ire 51,272. Williams empha- 
liatthe situation is a clear call 
gelism.

re Thobois, president of the 
Baptist Federation, told the 
ssembly of that body, "This 
non does not dance when 
your flute. We have thought

it sufficient to find new tunes to 
play, believing results would follow. 
If we do look for new tunes, let us 
also look, above all, for a new out­
pouring of the Holy Spirit in his 
divine and irreplaceable power."

A conference on evangelism held 
in Ruschlikon last May with repre­
sentatives of 14 nations present, de­
clared: "A new awakening is evi­
dent in many areas of Europe. We 
believe these open doors given by 
God make it urgent that we find 
ways to bring persons to Christ and 
reconcile them to one another as a 
part of this awakening."

My book emphasizes the rap­
prochement in Europe of Catholics

D. HUGHEY
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At Geneva, Switzerland, the boat harbor on Lake Geneva accommodates boats and swans.
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and Protestants, including Baptists. 
I suggested that bloody civil con­
flicts and wars between nations over 
religion are things of the past. The 
rapprochement is real, but not in 
Northern Ireland!

In recent months there has been 
almost daily news about the killings 
of Protestants by Catholics and of 
Catholics by Protestants in Northern 
Ireland. Religion is involved, but so 
are political and social issues.

Bernadette Devlin is certainly not 
a very good representative of Ca­
tholicism. Nor is the political fire­
brand and religious fundamentalist, 
Ian Paisley, very representative of 
Protestantism.

In July, when the violent death 
toll for this year reached 263, Ro-

man Catholic Bishop William 
bin appealed to Catholics to 
the evil deeds that are done] 
name and supposedly in our 
ests." Evil deeds are done! 
names of Catholicism and 
tantism in Northern Ireland.! 
ever, they do not represents 
of either religion.

Another important develop 
in Europe since my book wad
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ten is the enlargement of theF 
pean Economic Community1Common Market). The original I 
France, Germany, Italy, the Nd | 
lands, Belgium, and Luxemb]
will be joined in January!?' 
Great Britain, Ireland, Denmark 
Norway. Europe is moving iai 
ward unity.
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Salzburg, Austria, as viewed from Hohensalzburg Fortress.

effect will the enlargement 
I! Common Market have on

■ will certainly have more 
J:t with each other and, there- 
Imore opportunities to learn 

cooperate. In spite of lan- 
Ibarriers which will remain, 

will doubtless be more coop- 
■ in evangelism, including 
Wasting, education, and publi- 
1 The international projects 

■ted by Southern Baptists—the 
Igical seminary, the broadcast- 
jnter, and the press service in 

■kon—may take on added 
price.
.Common Market will be- 

economic unit that will 
United States. Trade with 

jtamay decline, and other re­
lips may diminish.

■dollar, which has been reel- 
jangerously in Europe, may 

more unsteady still. In ad-
iqc

dition to the recent 18 percent de­
cline in buying power of the dollar 
in some countries of Europe, there 
will probably be further devalua­
tions of American money. This will 
mean an added strain for the sup­
port of missionaries and curtailment 
of fraternal assistance to European 
Baptist work, unless Southern Bap­
tist generosity increases.

Not long ago Pastor Henri Vin­
cent, of Paris, received a letter from 
a woman in central France saying 
she thought she was a Baptist. There 
is no Protestant church in her town, 
but she had read books about Prot­
estantism and also a book about 
Baptists. She searched in the Paris 
telephone directory for the address 
of a Baptist church. In due time she 
was instructed by the pastor, made 
to the church her profession of 
faith, and was baptized. She re­
turned home happy in her faith and 
in her relationship to a congregation

of believers in Christ. The Baptist 
message still has great appeal.

A Baptist church of Albanians has 
been established in Yugoslavia close 
to the Albanian border. Albania has 
completely eradicated all outward 
traces of religion, but the influence 
of the new church (probably the 
only Albanian Baptist church any­
where) may spread across the 
border!

A Baptist church of enthusiastic, 
dedicated Americans has been es­
tablished in Athens, Greece—the 
only Baptist church in that land. 
After Baptists had formed a congre­
gation, they asked for the help of 
the Foreign Mission Board. Two 
short-term pastors were followed in 
July by Missionary Associate Charles 
A. Arrington and his wife. The gov­
ernment has not yet granted official 
authorization, but there is a good 
likelihood that the church will re­
main and will be the means of es-
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One of the world s most famous landmarks, the Eiffel Tower, dominates this Pans panorama at sunset.

tablishing a permanent Baptist wit­
ness in Greece.

A new event in theological edu­
cation is the graduation of the first 
class of the Baptist Theological Sem- 
nary in Lisbon, Portugal, last June. 
(See page 34.) The school has been 
using quarters loaned by a church 
near Lisbon but this year has been 
granted funds by the Foreign Mis­
sion Board to acquire property.

An indication of growing religious 
liberty in Spain is the beginning of 
weekly Baptist radio broadcasts on 
two local stations. This is a wonder­
ful supplement to the shortwave 
broadcasting done from an interna­
tional station. Concerning the effect 
of broadcasts in Albacete, Mission­
ary Joseph W. Mefford, Jr., wrote, 
"New people are in attendance, and

there is great involvement ... on 
the part of all the church members."

A few churches of Europeans are 
experimenting with missionary pas­
tors. Isam E. Ballenger finds that be­
ing pastor of a German church helps 
him as Southern Baptists' fraternal 
representative to German Baptists. 
Rudolph M. Wood has recently be­
come pastor of a Belgian church, 
and this will doubtless facilitate his 
work as fraternal representative of 
Southern Baptists to the small Bel­
gian Baptist Union.

It might be added that, though 
only nine missionaries are assigned 
to Belgium, it may be Southern Bap­
tists' fastest growing Mission in Eu­
rope. One missionary couple re­
ceived appointment in 1971, and 
two couples, plus a journeyman,

have been designated for Belg® 
this year.

The Baptist Theological Semin® 
at Ruschlikon has a new preside® 
Penrose St. Amant, formerly dean® 
Southern Baptist Theological Sei 
nary, Louisville, Kentucky, assum 
his new responsibilities in Juki 
a former guest professor at Rusdi 
kon, he was so much appreci 
by the faculty and the students m 
they unanimously recommend 
him as president. Under his lead? 
ship the Ruschlikon seminar- 
likely to have an even more 
role in European Baptist life fen 
has thus far. (See page 12.)

Europe is an exceedingly fe 
lenging mission field for Europear 
Baptists—and for us who offer: 
helping hand.

4 THE COMMISSION1



tradition and discovery
1972

5



land and peo|
I 
N 
T 
E 
R 
A 
C 
T
I 
0 
N

Europeans share a rich cultural heritage.
Beautiful buildings and great works of art surround them
Universities, flourishing in Europe before America was disc 

ered, and cathedrals and statues all speak of the ancient! 
still living culture of Europe.

Christianity, a major influence in this cultural developmi 
boasts many imposing buildings, many villages still built aroi 
churches.

In the Middle Ages-an age of faith-the state church prevai 
in Europe, and religious dissent was dealt with harshly. In 
sixteenth century the Protestant Reformation divided Europea 
some countries becoming Protestant and others remaining Ca 
olic. Almost simultaneously the Baptist movement arose,fi 
in England, because certain men and women believed chu 
members should be true Christians in faith and conduct.

Today the buildings of the Christians continue in Europe, 
Christianity is not vital for the majority of her half-billion pl
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This lack of vitality is identified with the secularization process- 
which may be good, if by it we mean attention to this world, 
though not exclusively so, and the freeing of society from eccle­
siastical domination.

At the same time, a discernable restlessness suggests that the 
decline of Christian conviction and influence has allowed irre- 
ligion to sweep the continent. Further, the materialistic philoso­
phy, obvious in Communist countries, is no less serious in 
Western nations where, despite the churches, multitudes of peo­
ple either deny the existence of God or act as though he did not 
exist.

There is one ray of hope: This present secularization will pre­
pare people now turned away from traditional religion to sense 
their need of faith.

Text by J. D. Hughey in Europe—A Mission 
Field? Adapted for The Commission by 
Johnni Johnson. Photography by W. Robert 
Hart, Warren Johnson, and Fon H. Scofield, 
Jr-

society and persons



past and present
For the word of the Lord is faithful I 
and all his works to be trusted........  
His own designs shall stand for ever, 
the plans of his heart from age to age.

Psalm 33:4, 11
Westminster Press, 1964

t he commission
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NY AMERICAN going as a "missionary" to Europe 
should first review his basic history course. Who 
first "missionaried" whom? Didn't Christianity 

first flow westward over TWA's "Atlantic River"?
Europeans, much more history conscious, know 

they were regarded as "Christian" long before the 
Boston Tea Party, Bunker Hill, or Yorktown. Some of 
them react negatively to a non-European constantly 
parading himself as a "missionary" to Europe.

Does this mean Europe is not a missionary field or 
that European witness should be left entirely to 
Europeans?

The answer to both parts is no. So-called Christian­
ity in Europe appears to be a book cover without any 
pages, the kind which adorns bookcases in furniture 
sales showrooms.

In calling for vigorous home missions by his fellow 
Europeans, a Baptist evangelism leader in Europe esti­
mated only 5 percent of the continent's 460,000,000 
people are committed Christians. "Committed" is the 
key word.

In Scandinavia, the state-maintained Lutheran church 
counts 90 to 95 percent of the populace as members. 
Yet church attendance remains only 3 to 6 percent of 
the population on Sunday. A church auditorium of 300 
seats may serve a parish of 30,000.

Europe is too vast, too varying for the 5 percent to 
reach the 95 percent without help. Europe and Amer­
ica offer a stark contrast.

An American is used to one language, one currency, 
one Master Charge, one Supreme Court to ultimately 
define the law as he travels from Savannah to Seattle.

Europe contains more than 20 lands. Each is a sep-

arate government, with separate laws, a separate kind 
of money—three different francs, for instance. Cus­
toms change suddenly when one crosses a river, if 
that stream happens to form a border.

Kingdoms, rightist and leftist dictatorships, and re­
publics abound. Boundaries through the ages have 
shifted widely, including drastic revisions after 1945.

Gasoline for the motoring tourist may be bought 
on credit cards in Scandinavia, but they are generally 
unknown elsewhere in Europe, even in Great Britain. 
But things are changing, and a "Mastereurocard" for 
this and other purchases will surely emerge with the 
newly made trade alliances.

There are a score of national languages with hun­
dreds of local dialects in Europe, so that the resident 
of Sicily and the inhabitant of Turin—extreme reaches 
of a single country—cannot understand one another 
in regional dialect.

In this tower of Babel, as someone jestingly spoke 
of it, opportunities for international Christian witness 
are severely hemmed in by politics, language, and 
financial restrictions.

European committed Christians do want, even wel­
come, outside help. But they do not relish outside 
interference.

"Help" means the outsider contributes, but the 
European defines the need and determines how to 
meet it. "Interference" consists of the outsider laying 
down the law, and the European complying.

Baptists of Europe already know what "missionary" 
means. There are eight Baptist societies engaged in 
foreign missions, reaching countries with names fa­
miliar to Southern Baptists (Brazil, Japan) as well as



unfamiliar to them (Rwanda, the former Congo, Cam­
eroon).

Two national Baptist groups in Europe had very low 
(good) missionary ratios, that is, one missionary for 
fewer than each 200 members in the supporting body, 
according to a survey in 1970.

The Oerebro Baptist Society of Sweden (second in 
size to the Baptist Union of that country) had 130 
missionaries and 19,238 total members of affiliated 
churches. Ratio, 1 missionary for every 147 members.

In next-door Norway, the Baptist Union (conven­
tion) with 6,563 affiliated church members supported 
33 missionaries. Ratio, 1 to 198.

The Southern Baptist Convention in the U.S., with 
its record missionary force just passing 2,500, had a 
ratio of missionaries to total membership of 1 to 
more than 4,000.

A
 AMERICAN who would witness effectively in 

Europe must identify himself with Europeans. If 
he is a duly appointed career missionary to a 

certain country, then he must learn its languages and 
customs. He must become as much a part of its life 
as he can.

If he is a businessman or serviceman, traveling in­
ternationally, which means no more than crossing a 
state line in the U.S., he needs to identify on two 
levels.

First, he will want to absorb as much of the cus­
toms and speak as much of the language of the land 
of his alien residence as he can.

But he will avoid too close an identification with 
that country when traveling beyond its borders into 
other parts of Europe.

An American living or based in West Germany, able 
to speak German, should rely on English when travel­
ing in Denmark, France, or Holland, all of which

The author, serving as a missionary associate, was director of European Baptist 
Press Service, based in Riischlikon, Switzerland, from 1965 to 1971. He is now on 
the staff of the Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, Dallas, Tex.

border Germany. He may fall back bn German when 
he person he wishes to talk with speaks German but 

no English.
The American tourist who goes to Europe is all too 

often one of whom it's said, "This is Tuesday, so it 
must be Brussels." Rigid group-tour schedules permit 
only limited acquaintanceship with the people of a 
country. For solid financial reasons—group tours be- 
ng cheaper than individually planned ones—an Amer­
ican's visit to Europe more often follows that pattern.

The American tourist may want to see Baptist 
churches, attend services, meet local Christians, but 
the group tour schedule is inflexible. Or during free 
time the tourist may try to locate Baptists and succeed 
only after great difficulty in some instances. The lan­
guage barrier, the unfamiliar maze of the European 
city, and the obscurity of Baptists create the difficulty.

In West Germany there is one Baptist among nearly 
every 1,000 people; in Holland, 1 in 1,300; in France, 
1 in 1.5,000; and even in Sweden, where the most fav­
orable European ratio exists, still 1 in 160. In Texas, 
by contrast, there is one Baptist among every six 
persons.

Having a church's address is all-important to finding 
the church. The European Baptist Federation has is­
sued an address book, which has serious gaps but is 
still invaluable. Those emplaning for Europe should 
contact the Baptist World Alliance well in advance 
about buying a copy of the inexpensive address guide. 
Armed with this guide and enough patience, deter­
mination, and time, the tourist can hurdle all barriers 
and find churches on his own—even the unregistered 
church in Spain which cannot display a sign.

The American tourist who derives the most spiritual 
benefit from his European visit either (1) spends most 
of his time in a limited geographical area, which he 
learns to know fairly well and in which he locates the 
churches; (2) travels by Eurailpass, figures his own 
schedule as he goes, and wends his way to back coun­
try places as well as key cities, arranging always to

At left: In West Berlin, a flag and statue 
adorn top of Brandenburg Gate, closed 
by Berlin Wall. Above: Paris policeman. 
Right: Street scene in Barcelona, Spain.
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I efinntdedchurorcuhesto; uorr (3) goes on a special, church-ori- 
enAttitude matters greatly. If, in considering himself 
a missionary, career or non-career, the American 
hfeeelws ihlle cias ussoemenhoot wsoslvueperiroorbslepmiristually or technically, 

I he Twhei ll ncoautisoen, n tohtat so
The notion that American Christianity has only 

something to export, and that in great abundance, 
phaosintbslinadbeodut Atmheeirricbarnesthrteonseaebirnogads,omineEuverorypegoanodd 
elsewhere. their brethren abroad, in Europe and 

el Evangelism at home, as well as abroad, continues, even though few European I cahsurachreosa h, acvoentonueens, 
" cveonm et-hfooruwgahrd"fewinviEtautrioopnesanaftecr h ueracchh sserhmavoen open, 
c Aomcceorfdoirn wgartdo ainnovitthaetir o n1s97a0 tesrurevaecyh, Sspearmin o had the 

most favorable (lowest) rb1a9p7t0ismsurrvaetiyo,' pa n Ba ti te 
imoEst favora1blte 1(l2owest) bi aptiistmt rakti1o2 aBmontigt Bahptisths 
mnemubroeprse,to leoad o, , me enaonnin-Cghirtisttoiaonk t t1o2coBnapvetirsstiocnhutrhcaht 

i year. 5 to lead one non-Christian 1 to conversion I that t 
i Several other countries had a better ratio than the 

1 to 31 ratio (368225 baptisms 11489613) an1te 
s1 htipo) 3i1n rtahteioSo(3u6t8h,e2r2n5 5 baptisms, 11,489,613 member 
Ashuipst)riain htahde aSorauttihoeronf 1Batpotis2t5;CoinnvFernanticoen. 1Batopti1s7ts; s iinn 1 
Poursturgaal, a1 2 toa r1a8t;ioinofth1e tNo e2th5e; rlianndFrsa, n1cet,o 127to; 3i17;I in- 
laonrd u(ginac,ludino ) 1t8h;einentthiree Niselathnedr)l,a1ndtso, ;, 119.to ) 27; in i Ire- 
a Hdav(iencyluoudinegv etr edeepnlotirreedistlahnedr)u,s1h ttoo 1t9h.e auditorium 

exits when the v pradsteoprloarne ndouthnecersusthhet intvhiteataioun i thoyrmiunm? ? 
In m s awnhyeEnurtohpeepaanstBoarpatnisnt ocuhnucrecshetsheeisnpveitcaiatilolyn r inhyGmenr?- ? 
In imnyanayndEuSrwoiptzeearnlaBnadptcishtucrchhurwchoerss,hiepspceocnicallulydeinsiGietrh- 

amaqnuyieatnddiSgwniittyz—erltahned,ccohnugrrcehgawtioornshirpemcoainncslusdeeastewditha h 
faullqu90esecognndsyafterethceonbgerneegdaictoionnrewmhailensthseeaorega da fisutll p9la0yssecaopnodsstlaufdteer htheelpfbuelnteodimcteiodnit,awtiohnil.ee the eorgan- 
st plays ■s aa postlude e helpful to □ meditation.

A
 VaISpIpTretcoiaEteurothpeeirwounuiltdy1 hmelop e B, aapntidstsdoi mAmoreerictoa a 

apprepsreercvieateratthheeri rthuannitydismruopret ,ita.nFdordao pmasotroer tino0 
Florida to accept raathcearll r tthoa na dchisururcpht !l iint. 1 CFaolrifoa rnpiaastiosr nion 
longer rtaore acacmepotn ga cSaolul tthoeran1cBhauprctihstsi. n California is no

Bgut for o anme otnog cSrooustshearnn international border, in- 
volvingfonro omnoeretodisctraonscse atnhanin ftreormn 1 tTioenxaarlkabnoar,dAerr,k ainn- 

volvin no more distance than from Texarkana, Arkan-

sas, to Texarkana, Texas, could be extremely difficult 
in Europe. Consequently, European Baptists know 
comparatively less of each other because of language, 
restrictions on freedom of movement, and politicalI 
and monetary differences.

Baptists in America multiplied and rose to the ranks 
of a majority denomination in a climate of frontier 
adventure and rejection of close connections between 
church and state. Moreover, Baptists in the U.S. trace 
origins back 300 years.

Baptists in Europe have developed slowly in an 
atmosphere of I traditionalI and centuries-long domi­
nance off a state-supported denomination (be it: Prot­
estant, Orthodox, or■ Roman Catholic). European Bap­
tists have always5 been nott only/ a minority butt also 
have often1 been discriminated against. Exceptt in Greatt 
Britain, , Baptistt work< in Europe generally/ dates back< 
less than1 150 years.

Europe is Americanizing, and AmericaJ is European­
izing’ today.

The smorgasbordJ is5 increasingly/ harderr to )findj ini itss 
native2Sweden,I, buttthere isSa1chain1 offpopularrSweden1 
House buffett restaurantss ini America,i, eveni thoughi the3 
cuisine may/ nott be tooJ Scandinavian.

Frozenn Georgiaa fryerss competee ini price withh Euro- 
peannchickenss ini Swissssupermarkets. Evenithe comingg 
off the supermarkett to j Switzerland, a strongholdd of f 
smallII specialtyy markets5 by y tradition,i, itselff points:s up□ 
thee ebb3 andd flowv of'f ideass and■I methodss acrosss thee 
Atlantic.

Pizzaa(thoughh notitexactlyyidenticalilto 3homeecountryy 
style)9 is s betterT knownn inn America,i, 5,0000 miles■s fromn 
Italy,/, thann it is s inn Denmark,c, less s thann 1,0000 milesis 
away./. Thee samee holds!s truee in reversee forir Danishh 
pastry.

As.stheseetidesisoccuririnnbusiness;sanddcommerceeandd 
otherirareasisof>tsecularirlife, Christiansison nboth hsides!S ofif 
heeAtlanticcwill IIbeeblessedd byycomingg to oknow,Aun- 
derstand,tanddshareemoree in witnessing g to oaasociety y 
hatItthinks;sonlyyinrsecular terms.s. n□
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S
OUTHERNs Baptists5 are general- 
ly/ informedJ abouttmany/aspectsS 
off theirr owni missionary/ en- 

deavorss around.1 the world, , thankss 
to an organizedJ system off public 
information. Butt are they/ aware off 
the missionary/ outreach1 ofI otherr 
Baptists who do nott have the benefitt 
off such an information1 system??

Southern Baptists know whatI the 
statistics are and something ofI the 
type offwork done by theirr own rep­
resentatives on mission fields. Butt 
do they know whatt others are doing 
and how Southern Baptists play an 
indirectt part: in the missionary task, 
for example, of European Baptists? ’

A word should be said aboutt 
these two aspects of modern mis­
sion work.

Baptists in America have earned a 
rightful place of respect for their ef­
fectiveness and long history of mis­
sion work in so many lands. They 
have been united and strengthened 
by the continuation of this outreach. 
But they certainly have no monopoly 
on it. They share with their brethren 
in Europe a vision and concern for 
carrying the good news around the 
world.

Baptists in Europe are not as

The author, appointed by the Foreign Mission Board 
in 1969, is a professor at the Baptist TheologicalI 
Seminary, RUschlikon, Switzerland.

strong, numerically/ orrfinancially, ass 
Baptistss in America, butt have a very/ 
impressive mission1 record. Euro­
peans' ' culturess are different, andJ 
theirr methods oft communicating’ the 
gospel I may/ vary, , butt theirr missioni 
principle and Christiani compassioni 
are the same as among’ Americans.

Baptists in AmericaawillI find muchi 
in common withi theirr brethrena in 
Europe, missionary-wise.

Generally, ; Christians in Europe do 
nott like to measure things in terms 
of I numbers, buttwe Americans often 
understand statistics betterr than 
words. Perhaps a few figures from 
a recentt informalI study will I illustrate 
the point.

Combined figures from Baptists in 
Greatt Britain, Holland, Scotland, 
West Germany, Denmark, Sweden,

RtlSCHLIKON’SROUS
BY G. KEITH PARKER

Norway, Finland, Spain, Portugal, 
and I Switzerland I showedJ a ratio j of f 
one missionary/ sentt outt to a i foreign a 
fieldd forr every/ 5341 Baptistss at t home. 
In Scandinaviani landss together, ; every f 
220 Baptistss have theirr own i foreign 
missionary! !

When1 the financial 1 and numerical1 
difficultiess of I these, our Europeana 
colleagues, are takena into account, 
this sortt of I record off missionary l 
supportt is most t impressive. One stu- 
dentt noted that t if f such a ratio of: 
even one missionary to every 500 
Baptists were applied to 12,000,000 
Southern Baptists, itt would mean at 
least I 24,000 foreign missionaries!!

Numbers are deceiving, of f course, 
and the issue is nott as simple as it 
might t appear. Certainly missions 
cannot : be fully evaluated by the

THE COMMISSION12



Above: Missionary Jane (M rs. V. H., JrI.) 
Moorefield (left) converses with Saverio 
Guarna, a st udent at Ruschlikon seminary, 
and his wife, Betsy, daughter of Alice and 
the late Dewey Moore, missionaries to 
Italy. Right: After finishing studies att 
Ruschlikon, Samuel Hjdgberg prepares to 
return to his mission work in Brazil I by 
way of Sweden and his native Finland.

numbers of : persons sent out. There 
is far more to it than that. But to 
recognize the relative nature of 
things, one can see how near mis­
sionary outreach is to the heartt of : 
European Baptistt life.

Southern Baptists play a unique 
and relatively unknown role in this 
European missionary enterprise 
through the Baptistt Theological I 
Seminary att Ruschlikon, Switzerland. 
The seminary has a mission in this 
missions task.

The purpose off Ruschlikon has 
been and is simply/ to provide op­
portunity forr higher- theologicalI ed­
ucation forr Baptists in Europe. The 
seminary/ has mett and is attempting’ 
to meet I this tas"k. Mostt o"fI' the grad­
uates find theirr"mission," as ittwere, 
in the pastoralI ministry.

Many/ ofi the graduates have beeni 
selected by/ theirrcolleaguessforr posi- 
tions5 ofI leadership. A recenti study/ 
indicated I that I among’ the presidentss 
and I executive secretariess off Euro­
pean I Baptistt groups5 were 19) alumni i

of Ruschlikon. This represents ap­
proximately one-half of the chief 
executive positions in European 
Baptist circles.

Another 26 graduates are teaching 
in seminaries and universities. Aboutt 
one-third of the teachers in Baptistt 
seminaries in Europe are Ruschlikon 
graduates.

A totalI of : 11 percentt of : the alumni 
are serving in these executive and 
teaching capacities. If one adds the 
positions of youthi leaders, socialI 
and medical I work, and publishing 
houses, the figure is raised to 17 
percent. This does nott mean there 
is any emphasis or training for such 
work, butt rather that, after' some ef­
fective ministry by the graduates, 
the national I Baptist, unions respectt 
themi enough to electl them as 
leaders.

UT WHAT off thatt role in more 
specific missions? ?

One cannot i escape a sense 
ofI' mission ati Ruschlikon. This is nott 
necessarily/ because there are mis­
sionaries on the faculty/ orr because 
ofI any strongly/ organized program 
to "push" missions. Itl exists5 pri- 
marily/ because so many/ off the stu­
dents are missionaries5 themselves— 
orr will I be in the nearr future.

A quick< glance overr the studentt

list for the recent schoolI year (1971­
72) shows that almost 40 percent of 
the student: body was made up of 
experienced missionaries or candi­
dates preparing to leave for a mis­
sion field other than their home­
land. This figure does not include 
those who willI do pioneer or urban 
mission work inside the borders of 
their own countries.

Who are these people? ’ Why do 
they come to Ruschlikon for study? ?

Perhaps some clues can be found 
in the examples of r a few students.

Kjeld Grarup came from a long 
line off Danish Baptistt pastors butt 
feltt strongly the callI to Africa. He 
was appointed by Danish Baptists 
to serve in an isolated partt off 
Burundi, in Eastt Africa. Afterr he had 
finished seminary work; in Denmark, , 
and Mary Kay, an Americani girlI off 
Danish descent, had completed 
nurse's training, the two decided he 
should nott go outt alone. In the firstt 
12 months offtheirr marriedI life, KjeldJ 
comments wryly, , they saw only/ fourr 
Europeans5 inside theirr home. A 
daughterr blessed theirr home laterr 
and broke the initial I loneliness.

Afterrthree and a halffyearss off hard 
pioneerr work, they/ were due a 
furloughi and were anxious5 to pre­
pare themselvesS betterr forr the nextt 
term and I a new work< in innerr city/
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missions in that growing, struggling 
African land. They felt the best pos­
sibilities were at Ruschlikon. There 
they could both study for their spe­
cific needs, and he could get the 
bachelor of divinity degree.

He looks forward not only to his 
return to Africa to serve with other 
Ruschlikon graduates from Den­
mark, France, England, and other 
nations, but also to the contacts 
with Southern Baptist missionaries 
in adjoining East African countries.

Another Scandinavian couple, 
Samuel and Caroline Hpgberg, took 
time off from mission work to finish 
seminary studies. They met in Brazil 
while serving with the Orebro 
Baptist mission group from Sweden. 
Samuel contracted a rare tropical 
disease shortly after their marriage 
in Brazil, and they returned to 
Europe to enable him to recover in 
a milder climate and for them both 
to further their studies.

He has fully recovered and has 
his advanced diploma in practical 
theology also. They have returned 
to her native Sweden for the ar­
rival of a second child and will then 
tour his native Finland in deputa­
tion work before returning to Brazil 
next winter.

O
THER Scandinavian couples 

hope to head for the field for 
the first time when their stud­

ies are finished. Johnny and Ingrid 
Jonsson are both studying for the 
bachelor of divinity degree and hope 
to go to Japan with the Orebro 
Mission group from their native 
Sweden.

Markku and Mai-Britt Vehkaoja, 
Finnish students, are studying for the 
same degree and hope someday to 
go to Africa for their place of ser­
vice, if the support can be found.

Marie-Louise Alenljung came to 
Ruschlikon from her native Sweden 
to do advanced study before going 
to Japan with the Orebro Mission. 
In April 1972 she received not only 
an advanced diploma in practical 
theology but also a fiance, Johan 
Pedersen, of Norway. He hopes to 
complete his advanced diploma in 
the same field soon, so that they 
can be on their way to their mis­
sion post.

There are also a number of “short- 
timers" who choose to study at 
Ruschlikon for a year or so while 
on their way to the mission field.

Inge Nedergaard is on her way to 
Africa for a teaching assignment with 
Danish Baptists. Billy Taranger and 
Gunnar Eines will finish their studies 
in Norway before leaving with their 
wives for the field. The list could go 
on with names and life stories as 
unique as the personalities them­
selves.

W
HEN one thinks of missions 
at the seminary, however, it 
is not always in terms of 

those mentioned above or even in 
terms of education for future mis­
sion work. Many “do their mission 
thing" while they are at Ruschlikon. 
Somehow they find time and energy 
to reach out into areas of need and 
to minister as a normal part of their 
theological study.

One example is the Guarna family. 
Severio and Betsy are working with 
Italian migrants in the area and ac­
tually serve two churches, one in 
Thalwil and one in Zurich. Betsy is 
the daughter of Mrs. Alice Moore 
and the late W. Dewey Moore, 
Southern Baptist pioneers in chil­
dren's work in Italy. Betsy received 
her diploma in April.

Her husband, a former instructor 
in the Taylor orphanage in Rome, 
hopes to finish his master's degree 
soon in order to devote more time 
to the complex work and many op­
portunities with the thousands of 
Italians in the Zurich area. Already 
his effective ministry has resulted 
not only in his election to the Execu­
tive Committee of his native Italian 
Baptist Union, but also the honor 
of serving on the Swiss National 
Committee for the problems of mi­
grant workers.

Another Latin student who works 
with migrants is Alfredo Mira. He 
travels regularly to Basel to work 
and minister to Spanish migrants in 
the area.

This type of ministry cannot be 
overlooked, as more and more 
foreign workers, speaking only their 
mother tongue and finding them­
selves frightened and frustrated, pour 
into Switzerland and Germany from 
their homelands. Some few are 
Baptists; most are nominal Catholics 
or profess no religious affiliation. All 
have need of the gospel and pastors 
who care for them in the great stress 
of a foreign land.

This ministry seems to be expand­
ing even more. Armando Marques, »*

*
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At left: Johan Pedersen, Norwegian stu­
dent at Ruschlikon, and fiancee, Marie- 
Louise Alenljung, of Sweden, plan future 
mission service in Japan. Below: Student 
Saverio Guarna speaks with church mem­
ber before conducting services at Italian 
Baptist Church in Thalwill, Switzerland.

from Portugal, has begun to gather 
Portuguese-speaking people togeth­
er for yet another pioneer mission 
work.

One of the unique forms of mis­
sion outreach by students is that of 
Jim and Nada Williams. They carry 
on a very active ministry to Yugo­
slavians. Their outreach is primarily 
through Trans-World Radio from 
Monte Carlo. The Williamses han­
dle all the correspondence from 
Yugoslavian listeners and find them­
selves having to apply immediately 
much of their education in an at­
tempt to be counselors, teachers, 
preachers, and evangelists—by mail. 
Responses from the radio listeners 
are handled individually in a caring, 
Christian fashion. This is both evan­
gelization and follow-up at its best.

B
UT not to be overlooked are the 
many other members of the 
student body who faithfully 

teach, preach, and work when given 
the opportunity and when the 
"language gap" is overcome. Groups 
travel periodically to German-lan­
guage churches to give testimony in 
word and song. Much of the preach­
ing is done by such regulars as 
Rainer Ebeling, of Germany.

There are Heinz Langenbach, a 
master of theology student from 
Germany who is pastor of a Swiss 
congregation, and Siegfried Karg, 
also from Germany, who works with 
Swiss youth in religious instruction. 
And Peter Gehri, a former Swiss stu­
dent now assistant to the librarian, is 
frequently in the pulpit where 
needed, especially in congregations 
without a regular pastor.

The involvement of Ruschlikon 
students in numbers of Baptist 
churches in Switzerland and south­
ern Germany, both in their begin­
ning and early years, indicates the 
scope of outreach. In the recent in­
stallation of a new pastor in Kon­
stanz, Germany, for example, it was 
noted that in the early years of the 
churches in that area, Ruschlikon 
students were the lifeline of minis­
try.

Then what of the alumni? What

of the meetings conducted by faculty 
members from Germany to North 
Africa? Or of the Bible studies and 
prayer meetings held with university 
students? Or outreach by the Scan­
dinavians to others of their own 
tongue in the Zurich area? And 
what about the pioneer urban sur­
vey made by Pastor Hdjberg in a 
suburb of Copenhagen, Denmark, 
that has many implications for evan­
gelism in the other cities of Europe? 
The list seems endless.

In fact, the list seems to expand 
with an increasing tempo. Rusch­
likon receives most of its support 
from the Foreign Mission Board (and 
could not survive without it) but is, 
in fact, well-integrated into the life 
of European Baptists. For instance, 
much of the history of the European 
Baptist Federation (EBF) and, to a 
degree, the European Baptist Mis­
sionary Society, has been written at 
Ruschlikon.

The formation and growth of sev­
eral significant committees of the 
EBF, such as those on evangelism, 
Christian education, youth work, and 
lay ministry, have been largely due 
to efforts of people at Ruschlikon 
and the conference program that 
brings together so many leaders. It 
is not without significance that Claus 
Meister, Swiss member of the faculty 
and president of the Swiss Baptist 
Union, is incoming president of the 
EBF.

Obviously committees and offices 
do not carry out all of the work, but 
they are vital to the orderly plan­
ning and coordination of an effec­
tive mission outreach, both at home 
on the continent and abroad. Rusch­
likon plays a key role in the mission 
task in Europe. Here mission is more 
than an abstract term, more than 
an isolated part of education.

Ruschlikon is part of the applica­
tion of the gospel of Christ here 
and now as well in the future. More 
and more it becomes a practical 
mission task in missions.

W
HAT is happening today? Is 
there a new trend?

Admittedly the past year at 
Ruschlikon was unusual, yet more 
students are coming from the field 
for this new year. In the past, for 
every thirteen and a half Ruschli- 
koners who went into the pastorate, 
one went to a foreign mission field. 
The rate seems to be increasing, as
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At theological seminary, Ruschlikon, Torsten Hojberg (right), a Danish student, 
shows results of pioneer mission survey to Emil Ibsen, Danish pastor and student.

is the mission outreach in Baptist 
life in Europe.

What is happening at Ruschlikon 
seems to be a part of a general out­
reach by European Baptists. More 
and more young couples are hear­
ing the call to serve at home and 
abroad. They respond deeply to the 
cries of modern man and feel the 
love and compassion of Christ for 
him. Many are coming to Ruschli­
kon and wrestling with the cultural 
crises and the educational process, 
along with Christian fellowship and 
responsibility.

In a neutral land and under the 
call of a neutral Christ they find 
that the world knows no neutrality. 
They discover within their own 
beings the residue of hundreds of 
years of hatred, wars, and prejudice, 
wrapped up in cultural mores and 
sometimes baptized with a cloak of 
home-grown religion.

Most of those who come are able 
to face this in the crucible of class­
room and campus, in prayer and 
worship, in work and mission, and 
in the very grace of God. When 
they go, they go with a deeper sense 
of God's love and call. They can 
better understand and translate the 
love of God to other cultures and 
other peoples.

There is a new generation of peo­
ple coming to teach an older one 
about tearing down walls of separa­
tion. They are Christians with a 
vision and a call. They are young 
men and women who take serious­
ly not only the deeper meaning of 
the Word of God, but also its radical 
implications for man now. They are 
our teachers.

It is no accident that in the daily 
chapel service, conducted by the 
students, faculty, and staff represent­
ing 22 different cultures, one song 
seems to be chosen with more fre­
quency than any other:

In Christ there is no East or West
In Him no South or North;
But one great fellowship of love, 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 
Join hands, then, brothers of the 

faith,
Whate'er your race may be: 
Who serves my Father as a son
Is surely kin to me. 0
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At the
’Gateway to Europe’

By Kenneth Emerson

Rhein1 Valley/ Church1 meets on the second1 floor.

Worshipers gather- in church’s redecorated quarters.

GATEWAY to Europe” is the title 
given the Rhein Main Air Base in 

West: Germany. The air base and the 
Frankfurtt International1 Airportt are ad­
jacent, thei r runways shared by hundreds5 
of commercial ' and military aircraft. The 
Rhein-Main area is the first : European 
stop for every American serviceman and 
for many tourists.

Near the air base, on the corner of 
Ludwig and Kelsterbacher streets in 
Walldorf-Hessen, stands a German Gast- 
haus (“beer hall”). It is similar to 
others in Germany, except that: the sec­
ond floor is the meeting place for the 
Rhein Valley Baptist Church.

This congregation attempts to meett 
the need for an English-language Baptistt 
church in an area where more than 
4,000 American families are living near 
Walldorf and surrounding villages. Be­
gun in 1964 as a mission of EmmanuelI 
Baptist Chu rch, Wiesbaden, the congre­
gation became a church in 1965.

Almost two years ago members began 
an extensive building renovation. Limited 
by the owner’s requirements and by 
building regulations prohibiting altera­
tion of the main structure, members 
poured gallons of paint on thirsty walls. 
Contact paper, giving the illusion of 
light-filtering stained glass, disguised 
huge, ugly windows.

A carpet concealed the worn floor, 
and an Air Force sergeant constructed 
eight wooden-and-glass chandeliers that 
hang from the 25-foot ceiling. Wies­
baden’s Emmanuel Church donated its 
beautiful, old, German pine pews.

The program of Rhein Valley Baptist 
Church is like that of many other South-

The author is pastor of Rhein Valley Baptist Church, 
Walldorf, West Germany, and is president of the Euro­
pean Baptist Convention (English-language).

ern Baptistt churches. Feeling thatt Chris­
tianity cannott be contained within four: 
walls and thatt people should share Christt 
with those who do nott know him, the 
congregation established outreach as its 
number-one priority.

There is a fully graded Sunday School. 
A Baptist men’s organization and wom­
en’s organizations, complete with age 
groups, provide mission teaching. Satur­
day activities might i include a father­
daughter hike or a RoyalI Ambassador 
snake huntt or camp-out.

The youth programi has provided op­
portunities for American and German 
youths to have fellowship during a visit 
to a German Baptist church, a winter 
skii retreat in the Bavarian Alps, and a 
tour of Paris du ring Thanksgiving holi­
days. On occasion you ths lead the 
worship services. They sponsored revival' 
services with a youth team from Austria.

The congregation sponsors a Kinder 
Kirche (“children’s church") with be­
tween 40 and 60 boys and girls between 
three and eight years of age attending.

On any Sunday more than 200 wor­
shipers from as many as six or seven 
nations gather for fellowship. Local 
Germans frequently are present in ser­
vices, and one German family attends all 
services. American military personnel 
comprise the majority of members, but 
there are also a few civilians.

Rhein Valley Church is a part of the 
European Baptist Convention (English- 
language). and its doctrinal position is 
Southern Baptist. The church is self­
supporting and gives at least 15 percent 
of all income to missions outside the 
local church. The Cooperative Program 
is the main channel of missions giving, 
and the church observes the weeks of 
prayer for missions and receives offer-

ings for- these causes.
Rhein Valley offers a “watchcare” pro­

grami to provide fellowship to Christians 
of other denominations! who make a 
statementi of their faith in Jesus Christt 
as Saviour. The need for such a program 
became evidentt in the absence of local1 
English-language churches of severalI 
other denominations.

The church’s primIary mission is to 
reach Americans living in Europe, butt 
members realize the importance of dem­
onstrating a Christian spirit : in dealing 
with German neighbors. A cheery “Guten 
Tag” or “Auf Wiedersehen” goes a long 
way toward good relations.

A Goodwilli Language Class is con­
ducted weekly, in which conversational1 
German and English are offered to 
Americans and Germans. While sharpen­
ing each other’s language, parti cipants 
create a wholesome Christian fellowship, 
which is the purpose of the class.

In a “bus ministry” without buses, one 
member coordinates needs in various 
housing areas and calls church members 
to use their automobiles to bring people 
to church.

Rhein Valley boasts of being “the 
finest and friendliest Baptist church in 
all of Europe.” It is not unusual for 
the people to stay for as much as one 
hour after services to visit.

The people at Rhein Valley have 
learned that a building is not a church. 
They have further learned that God 
will bless a church that pays attention 
to the things the New Testament says 
are important. They have sponsored 
three missions, and two of these have 
become churches. They have come to 
see many people—even Americans in 
Europe—responding today to the simple 
gospel of Jesus Christ. □
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T
DAYkY II saww an oldId friend.d.

Forj'those of2 us I in the military,y, 
that's:'snothingignew.v.In rdiffer-r- 

nti partst of > the worldIcwe'tseeICthose;e 
e've/eknown'nthrough;htheieyears.s.IfIf 
e<ego,cto cJapan,1,Korea,a or) anyiypostst 

nn theieUnited:d States, s,we'ewillillsee;e 
omeoneiewezeknow.v.Butjtthisispartic- 

ularirfriendid isisspecial.il.
Perhaps)S II should!d startrt at theie 

beginning.g Duringigmyi)first5 ten r yearsrs 
nnthe earmy,y, IIwasisspirituallyly lost;t; 
ife:e had d little e meaning.g. Butit on n 
December;r 23,3, 1959,J, II letit Jesusis 
direct:t my y life.

Since:ethatitday,y,lifeehasistakennon n 
aadifferentitmeaning.g.Not)tlong gafter- 
ward,j, God d calledd mee too preach.i. II 
wantedd too runn instead.1II toldd God d 
IIwasn't'tveryyeducated.J. Ii haddonlyy 
eightityears'Sof>fformalileducation.i.Butit 
hee knewv that.t. ThennII toldd himnI1 
didn't't knowv anythingg aboutit thee 
Bible—notit evenn howv too findd Johnn 
3:16. Hee knewvthat,t,too.

I1 struggled. ThennII surrendered. 
Onn September■r 10,), 1961,I, II was s 
ordainedd to 3 thee gospelil ministryy by y 
ParkviewV BaptistIt Church, Waynes- 
vil le,J,Missouri.i.

That twass thee sameeyearr thee Ber- 
lini wallII went t up. I I receivedd orderss 
forr Germ anyy andd left t thee U.S. in3 
October.r. IIwassa littleedisappointed. 
Howv could:l II "singg the songss off 
Zion" so-i farr from home??II hadJ 
foundd Christt ini Missouri,i, and I II 
couldn'tt picture hiss beingg the same3 
overr there.

II wass stationedJ ini Munich,Ger- 
many, where there wass nott even1a1 
Baptistt church, II contacted I the3 
Southern1 Baptistt fraternal I represent­
ative in Germany. We3 followedJ hisS 
suggestion1 thatt we startI holdingg 
Bible study/ and prayerr meeting> in 
ourr home.

In April I 1962 I \ began my firstt ex­
perience with a Baptistt congrega­
tion in Europe when the churchi in 
Furth, Germany, , needed someone to 
fillI the pulpitt for a few weeks untilI 
the pastor they had called arrived 
from the U.S. Furth Church spon­
sored the Neckar Valley Mission in 
Stuttgart and asked me to be its 
representative at the mission's or­
ganizational service. To see the birth 
of a church is a moving Christian 
experience.

That September I was transferred

The author returned to the States earlier this year 
for retirement after 20 years in the U.S. Army. He 
made plans to attend Southeastern Baptist TheologicalI 
Seminary, Wake Forest, N.C., this fall.
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to Stuttgart. On1 the firstt Sunday/ 
there I I was asked to consider be­
coming pastor- of f the church, and 
I agreed. This was my firstt pastorate 
since my ordination.

The church mett in an old machine 
shop set in an al ley;; the building 
was cold in winterr and hott in sum­
mer. During the winter I often 
preached Wearing my topcoat. But; 
to me the building was the most 
beautiful 1 anywhere.

The pulpit was a large and sturdy 
one someone had made. I grew to 
love it.

In 1964 the congregation began 
meeting in the well-equipped build­
ing of the German Baptist church
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and saLw oonokt!hinI dir"eTchtaetd's. Smhe luool kietd 
I explained g. T hat s my pulpit, 
I eTxhpelacinheudr.ch in Augsburg had given 

th l it b k t th M nnh im coengpreugpation.acIt feolt goeod atnonsteanmd 
behind it again fe and speak from

G d' W d I h d d ft bof s oItr , as lika one sio o en-
qeuaoinreta.nc wiatsh like ldrefniewding aUc- 
quaintance with an old friend. U
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J Lhhis is Lebanon.h. . i d h
The snow on the mountains and the 

san o f the beach in sight of one another, 
with a city of a million people in between.

T e atest n uxury apartments stacked 
one upon another in Beirut, and the col- 
losal ruins of an ancient civilization in 

aaAnee.xtravagance of brilliant fruits and
An 1 extravagance of f brilliant fruits and 

vegetables piled in the markets or pushed 
up the street t on carts, and in the alley 

dbreetnweseqnuatbhbelintignocvaen 1 shacks,l hungry chil- 
ren squabbling over an apple.

A Muslim boy / w"h'o ) loves 5 Je"sus S telling J 
his Baptist t teacher, I m afraid.

A mraebricciamlsusic. American 1 movies. French 1 

comF ifty ships standing in the harbor.
Fifty / ships s standing 3 in 1 the harbor. 

Ten 1 thousand J taxis s blowing g their r horns.
AX red J fez z and J baggy / peasant t trousers.

Bell II bottoms s and i mini-skirts.
Young g people 3w ith h money / in i their r 

pockets s walking g the e streets, looking g for r 
tshoimnge tthoin hgaptopebnu.y, somethin g to do, some- 
t nHgetaodlinaepspescnr.eaming about war on the 
borders. lines screaming about war on the 

orW ildflowers among the rocks in Feb­
ruary afnlod waelrms oanmdonbglostshoem rsoc bklsowiningFebin 
he wind. d almond blossoms blowing in 
th Hwatnred. written on the walls with red 

paint. tred written on the walls with red

The smell of coffee and garlic and ranges and l coofrn coroffaesetinag ndo gacrhliacrcoaanld. d
A Muslimd claobronrerroaksnteineglinog nonchaar cliottalle. L 

ug besidel hmis plaible o roefrstkonneeesling on a little 
ru ObnesiSduen day nights, st the35voices of the

On Sundyy nights, s, tb e v"oices of the 
BhaoptuisAt tts."in.g.in.g in Arabic , How Great 

oTuhis ri.s .L.e.b anon, a tiny country of 
wo-and-a-half millio na pteinoyplec,ouantmryicroof- )f 
wosom-ano fculturfesm—i beautiful, independent, 0- 
cosm of cultures — beautif l, il independent, t,

ambitious, restless, materialistic, and spir­
itually complacent.

Yet, a word of hope spoken on the 
shores of Lebanon is like a pebble dropped 
into a pond. Its meaning ripples away 
across the mountains and fields and sands 
of the Arab East and falls at last into the 
heart of a brother far away.

The analogy is not a bitt of hopefulI 
imagery but a practical I truth with im­
portant bearing upon the Southern Baptistt 
approach to the Middle East. Forr Lebanoni 
is a gateway into the world1 of fthe Arabs.

XXXKStXXJSXKXKXXXKKK

Lebanon1 is a gateway, firstt of f all, as a 
naturalI resultt off its 5 LOCATION\l at t the 
eastern 1 end of f the Mediterranean1 Sea. 
Forr 4,000] yearss it t has s been ian1 importantt 
centerrforr trade between 1 Asiaaand J Europe.

Today/ Beirut, thea bustlingg capitalil of f 
Lebanon, iss both t seaportt and d airportt on n 
world d shippingg andJ travelll routes. Thee 
world'ss largestt planess landda few vminutess 
apartt duringg thee busiestt hourss off thee 
Beirut t Internationalil Airport. Pipelinesis 
from n thee rich h oililfieldss of fIraqq and dSaudiii 
Arabiaa end d in nLebanon.

SOSKKSOHsOOdHSOiSiXSiKSOS s
Lebanonn is saagatewayy by yvirtuee of1the e 

FREEDOMSSOFF ITSSSOCIETY. Aboutit 
halff of 4 the e people e of ifLebanonn are 6Chris - 
tian, whilee allII other irArabbcountr ies is are e 
either irtotallyy or irpredom inantlyyMuslim. 
Thele governmentit of if Lebanon,i, in n whic hh 
representationn is is by yreligion,i, is therefore e 
also opredominantlyyChristian.i.This। means is 
that rtLebanon n isismore e receptive 'E to cChris- 
tiannmissionrorganizations than any^ other ar 
countryy in n theieArabibworld.d. Not>tonly iy 
Baptists,s but11other evangelicalaChristians,s, 
have '6foundid here ■E a base IEof operatio ns forar 
programsis aimed id at the ieArabic-speaking ig 
world Ic in general.il.

Lebanon is a gateway because of the 
relative SOPHISTICATION OF ITS CU L- 
TU RE. For instance, many magazines and 
newspapers are published in Lebanon and 
distributed throughout the Arab world. 
In this way, thousands of people with 
hungry hearts have heard about a Baptist 
correspondence course in the life off Christt 
and have requested it from a Beirutt 
box number.

The technical I advancementt ofr Lebanon1 
makes it: possible to achieve tasks whichi 
wouldJ be extremely difficultt iff nott im­
possible in mostt Arab3 countries. Forr ex­
ample, Baptistt Publications5 in Beirutt can1 
produce high-quality/ materialsS because off 
the availability/ offskilledJ printers, modern1 
color-reproduction1 processes, artists, andd 
educateddwriterssandJtranslators.

Lebanon'ssmany/universities, especially/ 
the2 Am ! ericann University/ off Beirut, havee 
made the2 nationn ann educationalil center. 
Becauseestudentsscomeefromn many/coun- 
tries, ani effectivee program offwitnesss to3 
studentsS couldd resultt in1 converted, edu- 
cated:youthhreturningcto3otherrArabblands.

XKStKStXXKXdSXKXXXKStK

Lebanonn issaa gatewayyalsoobecauseeoff 
its s VAIRIETIESSOFF PEOPLEE andd theirir 
closeecontacts:swithhpeopleeofilotheritcoun- 
tries.s.

Suchh peopleeas stheeArmenians,s,Jews,s, 
Kurds,s, Palestinians,5, andd Druzee Muslimsis 
have strong ccommunitie s here. Eachtgroupp 
maintainsIS itstsownncharacterirandddistinc- 
iveness>sas wellIIasisitsisownrties — whetherJr 
amily,/,religious,s,or>rpoliticalal- withftheie 
tillIIlargerirgrouppfrom11which:hititisisexiled.d. 
onsequently,/,theseIEminority:ygroups notat 
nly challenge Christianirmissions to minis-s- 

erjrmeaningfullyyto:csuch:hvariedidculturesas 
nnone16smallillarea,a,butHtheyiyofferaranirop-> 
ortunity:yto:cinfluence,ethrough them, t 
holeI MiddleI East.it.

heie
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AllIItheseefactorss haveeresultedd innthee 
establishm entit inn Lebanonn offthreeeBAP- 
TISTT IN I TERN’ATION ' ALL MINISTRIESS 
whosee responsibilities, whilee includingg 
Lebanon, coverr ass muchh off thee Arabb 
worldd asstheyycannreach. Eachh issdirectedd 
by/ ann internationalil boardd off directors.5.

Baptistr Publicationss issaa publishingg 
ministryy producinggChristiannmaterialss infi 
theeArabicc language. Thesee includeeSun- 
day/ School)l literature, Christiann novels, 
philosophicalll andd theologicalil works, de- 
votionalil books, Biblee studyy guides, a 
Biblee atlas, hymnbooks, andd children'ss 
books. In1 addition, a correspondencee 
coursee flowss outt steadily/toD inquirerssallII 
overrtheeArab3world.

Th e9 Baptistt Centerr fori- Radioj andi 
Television7 also3 goesS into3 all I thee Arab3 
worlddthroughiitssbroadcastssfromnstationss 
inisuchi placessassCyprus, MonteBCarlo, thee 
Seychelless Islands, andj Ethiopia.

Listenerss area invitedd to3 writee to3 thee 
Centerr iff they/ wishi to3 study/ the3 Scrip­
ture, andJ from thatt pointt the Baptist 
Centerr andd Baptistt Publicationss work< to- 
getherr to3 provide thes Word1 off God1 forr 
seekers.

The Arab7BaptisttTheologicalISeminary, 
in its firstt 111 yearss off operation, trainedJ 
pastors and church3 leaders who3 are serv­
ing in Egy pt, Jordan, Syria, Palestine, andd 
Lebanon. Studentss have come also from 
Morocco, Algeria, and Iraq.

Southern3 Baptists5 have provided a 
seven-acre campus, ten miles from the 
center• off Beirut, where students live and 
work, as wellI as study. The curriculum off 
the seminary parallels most off the courses 
required for a B.D. degree in Southern1 
Baptistt seminaries in the United States.

XXStKXXXKStKXKXXStKXK

What missionaries and nationalI be­
lievers see in the varied population of 
Lebanon is two extremes of N EEDY 
H U MAN ITY. For most of the country's 
people are either locked by tradition into 
formalI religions embellished by paganism 
and superstition or have forsaken worship 
entirely and devote themselves to the idols 
of modern materialism.

The Christ ians of Lebanon are, for the 
most part, not converts from Islam but 
descendants of the pre-lslamic Christians 
of the Middle East. The Maronites are 
the largest single group and make up about 
one third of the population. Their church 
is affiliated with the Roman Catholic 
Church. A second major group is the 
Greek Orthodox Church. Including its 
members in other Arab countries, this is 
the largest Christian group in the Middle 
East.

The Muslims make up at least 49 per­
cent of the population of Lebanon. They

Member of ‘ Baptistfcongregation7 in 7 Baalbekt

representt a mission1 opportunity/ unparal- 
led in the whole Arab3 worldJ because off 
theirr proximity/ and daily/ contactt with1 
believersS in Christ. In3 Lebanon, Muslimss 
can3 and often3 do attendJChristian1 schoolss 
orr eveniChristian3 churches.

Nevertheless, social I pressures make itt 
extremely difficultt forr any individualI to 3 
step outt off his own1 religious group into3 
another.

XXXKXXX^SOSXJSStXXJStX

The BAPTIST WITNESS in Lebanon3 
is borne primarily through the work off the 
churches, schools, and socialI ministries.

Churches: The firstt Southern Baptistt 
missionaries to Lebanon in 1948 found 
22 believers who were the fruits off a work 
begun by a Lebanese who had found 
Christ while studying in the United States. 
By 1972 the number had grown to more 
than 500 members in 11 churches. Each 
church has a national pastor. In many 
areas of Lebanon where there is no church 
the Mission and the Lebanese Baptist 
Convention work together to maintain 
preaching stations.

School: The Beirut Baptist SchoolI is a 
coeducational institution from nursery 
through high school. Through Bible study, 
worship, and personal I counseling, the 
school introduces its more than 500 stu­
dents to the fundamental truths of the 
Christian faith. The Beirut Baptist SchoolI 
meets a serious social need in Lebanon, 
because in its cosmopolitan atmosphere 
students of all faiths are learning to live 
together without strife or bitterness.

SocialNService: Baptist4sociala ministries JS 
in rLebanonrhave sprungcuppspontaneously, 
notIt as s organizedd programss so 0 muchh as IS 
ustit thee responsee of if individualss to 0 the e 
peoplee aroundd them. Forir instance, inn 
countlessIS homesschildrennanddadults:s had d 
nothinggconstructivee to oread; innonee com- 
munityytheeyoungg peopleewereeinquiring 9 
about Englishhlessons tocsupplem ent school3l 
courses; inn another, theechildrenn needed 
summ er recreation; innhospitals oldd people e 
wereespendinggtheirr last 1dayssin3loneliness; 
in n thee refugeee hutss youngg peoplee said, 
"Doo youu reallyy lovee us?? Thenh help3 us s 
studyy so 3 wee cann passs thee government lt 
exams."

To0 suchh obvioussneedssofftheirr neigh- 
borss Southernn Baptistt missionariess in ! 
Lebanonn have e offered d in3 humilityya few 
obviouss answers: librariess andd reading g 
rooms, EnglishN classes, aa summerr drama a 
program in3aamissionary/home, friendshipp 
to 3 the2 illII andJ aged, andd — in3 the2 poorest t 
slumsS — classesS in 3 math, English, hand­
work, hygiene2 andJ grooming, andJ Bible.

Whatt message do3 the3 people3 get t from 
such3 services??A\ missionary/ only/ hoped 
thatt it t was S the rightt message until I she 
o"verheardd one3 refugee 3 girl I ask C another, 
"Whatt do3 they/ teach3 in3 those classes?" 
Withoutt hesitationa herr friendJ replied, 
"GodJ is5 Love."

SOSXKSfJSSfJSStKSOSSfKSfKSJK

Inside the Nearr East t Baptist Missioni 
things s are happening. Missionariess are 
willingj to think< and J rethink( and J grow and 
dream and try/new things. One youngj man 
had a dream abouttsharing Christt through 
the arts and making3 a truly/ Christian 1 
contribution1 to the culture off Lebanon. 
With the backing off the Mission he estab­
lished RECONJARTI, a program off Recon­
ciliation Through the Arts. Another' mis­
sionary is organizing Christian young 
people to knock on doors in the big apart­
ment houses of Beirut. Books for sale will I 
be their door-opener, and enlisting people 
in home Bible study groups will I be one of 
their immediate goals. Such missionaries, 
through soul-searching and brainstorming 
and hard planning meetings, are seeking 
the leadership of the Spi ri t and thinking 
big about the future.

In Lebanon there is a lot of room for 
ideas, big ideas, new or old. In the Baptist 
Mission in Lebanon there is a lot of room 
for creative response to the Spirit of God. 
The combination is unbeatable. The future
is wide open.

—by Frances Fuller

Reprints of the above material are available 
from the Department of Missionary Education, 
Foreign Mission Board, Box 6597, Richmond, 
l/a. 23230. This leaflet replaces the Board's 
former pamphlet on Lebanon.
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TAIW
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Only one 20th of the Chinese people 
live in the free world today, and about 
half of these are on the islands of Taiwan. 
Yet, the world is becoming conscious of 
that large mass of China that for more 
than 20 years has been effectively closed 
to the rest of humanity. Now, the warmer 
streams of history seem to be penetrating 
the vastness of that land.

■ vwwww
Taiwan (sometimes called Formosa or 

Free China) isan island province of China, 
lying less than 100 miles off the mainland 
coast. This is the only part of China 
today where Chinese and their free-world 
friends may come and go as they wish.

The lush productivity of this country 
attracted the Japanese and in 1895 a 
peace treaty with China gave them For­
mosa (Portugese for "beautifully green"), 

j By this time, Canadian and English Pres­
byterians had been preaching Christ to 
the Chinese farming and fishing popula­
tion for 30 years. During the period of 
Japanese occupation, members of a Japa­
nese Holiness group began Christian work.

By the time World War II was over, 
there were about 30,000 Christians on the 
island, and the gospel message had spread 
to the mountain tribes of head-hunting 
aborigines. When Formosa was returned 
to China in 1945 and Christian mission-

aries began to join with national Christians 
to take up their interrupted mission, they 
found 5,000 tribesmen who had accepted 
the message of Christ. Tribal Christians 
had preached among them, in spite of 
Japanese threats and persecution.

After but a few years of uncertain 
peace, the China mainland began to fall 
to the advancing Communist armies. More 
and more Chinese from the mainland 
provinces were pouring into Taiwan, and 
in 1949 the Nationalist government of 
China moved to the island.

Along with the displaced persons came 
additional Christian groups. Today, more 
than 60 evangelical organizations have 
programs of Christian witnessing. Among 
them are Southern Baptists, the North 
American Baptist Association, and Con­
servative Baptists. As many as 600,000 
people, perhaps —divided about equally 
between Roman Catholic and Protestant 
groups — are touched to some degree by 
the gospel. And yet, this still leaves more 
than 95 percent of the approximately 
15 million population unreached by the 
message of Christ.

w vw vvvv

As the Communists cut off the streams 
of communication with the mainland, 
other streams were flowing on Taiwan.

Streams of a new evangelism. Baptist 
witness began to reach the island during 
those years of uncertain peace. Miss 
Bertha Smith, of the Southern Baptist 
Foreign Mission Board and Pastor Yang 
Mei Tsai, of the China Baptist Convention 
Frontier Missions Society, were sent to 
Taiwan in 1948. There followed years of 
reaping for the gospel, the like of which 
had never been seen before in China.

The displaced millions from the main­
land were distraught to the point of 
despair. Many turned to a gospel heard 
since childhood but never heeded. Others 
heard the story for the first time, and 
responded. In the first few months after 
a cottage prayer meeting began, 12 people 
were baptized. In 10 years this handful 
of Baptists had grown into the Taiwan 
Baptist Convention, with 18 churches and 
just over 7,000 members. More than 
1 300 people were baptized in one year. 
The young Baptist convention, weak and 
— some might say — wishfully organized, 
sent its first missionary couple to a prison 
colony on Green Island, just off the east 
coast of Taiwan.

These years of rapid growth swallowed 
reinforcements faster than they could be 
supplied. Several missionary families from 
mainland China were reassigned to this 
new area. A faculty and staff were gath­
ered, and the Taiwan Baptist Theological
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Bible study group, Ling Tou Assembly grounds

Seminary received its first class of more 
than 30 students in the fall of 1952.

Gains and heeds outstripped each oth­
er. Even as a new missionary couple came 
to study Chinese, there was a demand for 
missionaries who could work with the 
Taiwanese in the language of their birth. 
When missionaries began learning Tai­
wanese, there were still the Hakka and 
tribal communities waiting for a gospel 
witness. Also among the missionary rein­
forcements were some called into English- 
language work.

Streams of testing. The years between 
1952 and 1972 were filled with all sorts 
of testing. Much of it had to do with 
development of physical facilities, which 
the young denomination needed for its 
growth.

An adequate seminary campus was 
completed. The Baptist assembly at Ling

Baptist layman leads service

Tou (Little Ridgecrest) achieved its basic 
development. Lay training became a seri­
ous business. Literature and school work 
grew with little Mission help or money. 
Nine book stores and numerous libraries 
were opened. Two Christian schools were 
being encouraged by the Taiwan Baptist 
Convention.

Some churches were already paying 
their own way and most congregations 
were beginning to realize that the day 
would come when they would be self- 
supporting rather than receiving subsidy. 
Yet they were willing to designate about 
10 percent of their total gifts to causes 
other than local needs. The estimated per 
capita gift of Taiwan Baptists in ratio to 
average income was about double that of 
Southern Baptists.

Although overall growth was slowed, 
this period saw a refining of the churches

in their responsibilities. Less easily meas­
ured was the growing maturity of laymen. 
Today — 1972 — there are more than 
100 congregations (churches and mission 
points) served by over 100 seminary grad­
uates. The Taiwan Baptist Convention 
now has a total membership of about 
10,000. Careful work has been done in 
Bible-study training and in evangelism. 
But the pressures of modern-day living - 
schooling of the young and multiple jobs 
for the adults — make for slow growth.

Streams of renewal are flowing in the 
Mission and the Convention. Mass-media 
evangelism has a good start in radio, and 
the groundwork for a new television min­
istry is already in place with a half-hour 
program every week. For several years, 
churches have been preparing for a deeper 
evangelistic thrust. As many pray, new 
leadership is taking heart.

The more than 60 Southern Baptist 
missionaries now assigned to Taiwan are 
organizing their ministry in a new way. 
They will work from a few well-defined 
goals for deeper penetration. Necessarily, 
these are only the essential goals, as there 
is neither time nor personnel now for any 
extras. Other missionaries are in training 
on Taiwan to work with Chinese else­
where in East and Southeast Asia.

vvvwvvvvv
What does the futuie hold for Baptists 

on Taiwan? Possibly, through their prayers 
and faith, these flowing streamswill bring 
forth revival.

Perhaps these streams can one day 
reach that great mass of humanity living 
in mainland China. As the warm seas 
of the trade world begin to penetrate 
China's isolation, what will be the result? 
What currents in the seas will affect 
China? What currents will China impart 
to the stream of history?

If we as Christians are to meet what 
may be our greatest challenge in the next 
century, we may be sure it must be met 
through the Chinese language, Chinese 
thought-patterns, and Chinese Christian 
witness. Our opportunity now is to in­
fluence the Taiwan stream of Chinese 
civilization.

—by Charles L. Culpepper, Jr.

Reprints of the above material are available 
from the Department of Missionary Education, 
Foreign Mission Board, SBC, Richmond, Va. 
23230. This is a revision of Dr. Culpepper's 
former pamphlet on Taiwan.
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Buildings for English-language 
Baptist churches in Europe include 
one in Heidelberg, Germany (left), 

Emmanuel Church, Paris, France (right), 
and Bethel Church, Frankfurt, 

Germany (bottom). Congregation is at 
Emmanuel Church, Paris, with 

M\issionary Hal B. Lee, Jr., preaching.

T
HE PRESIDENT lives near Frank­
furt, Germany, the treasurer 
in Berlin, the vice-president in 

England. How did they all get to­
gether?

The European Baptist Convention 
(English-language) is composed of 
40 churches in six countries. In 
October they "all get together" for 
a convention meeting to elect of­
ficers, adopt a budget, and have 
fellowship. Annual conventions are 
usually held in Germany, where the 
majority of the European Baptist 
Convention (EBC) churches are 
located.

Executive committee meetings, 
scheduled in January and during Eas­
ter vacation, are in "far-away 
places," such as Little Stukeley, 
England; Brussels, Belgium; Paris, 
France; or Rome, Italy. Kenneth 
(Ken) Emerson, EBC president, sets 
long-range plans to help the six- 
nation convention run smoothly.

The convention was begun in 
1955 when English-language Baptist 
churches in Wiesbaden and Frank-

The author, Mrs. W. C. Ruchti, J r., currently on 
furlough, was appointed a missionary to Italy in 1960. 
She is editor of Highlights, the publication of the 
European Baptist Convention (English-language1), in 
which the material in this article first appeared.

furt, Germany, met to form an 
association. Most of the local mem­
bers of EBC churches are expatri­
ated Americans who are in Europe 
for several years, after which they 
will be transferred. Others will come 
to fill their places.

Most members are connected 
with the military, except in the 
churches outside Germany. Some 
members are with businesses. Oth­
ers are students or teachers. While 
in Europe these Baptists want to 
witness, and they seek fellowship 
with other Christians.

Unable to speak the language of 
the country where they are tempo­
rarily living, these overseas Ameri­
cans started their own churches. 
Churches call pastors from the U.S. 
"Trial sermons" are sent on tape, 
and the pastor is called sight un­
seen, but with sheaves of references 
and letters from the pastor-appli­
cant and others. Congregations build 
or rent church buildings (which may 
be remodeled stores or dance halls) 
and carry on energetic missions 
programs.

Convention committees plan for 
missions giving, for new pastors, and 
for joint projects. Budgets are ap-

THE
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proved at convention meetings. In 
recent years convention funds have 
been well over $60,000 annually. At 
least $10,000 of this budget is dis­
tributed among national Baptist 
unions in Europe. About $3,000 is 
sent each year for the Cooperative 
Program of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Special Woman's Mis­
sionary Union offerings are chan­
neled through the EBC treasurer to 
the SBC treasurer and on to Home 
and Foreign Mission boards.

JXONALD Goulding of the Bap­
tist World Alliance staff in London, 
expressed appreciation for the signif­
icant contribution of the EBC to 
European Baptist work. "You're 
looked on not as distant cousins, 
but as an integral part of Baptist 
life in Europe," he said.

Current home mission monthly 
expenditures by the EBC include:

—$200 for work of the Belgium 
Interior Mission for ministry in un­
derchurched areas, particularly in 
eastern Belgium.

—$25 for the evangelical orphan­
age in Obote, Portugal.

—$25 for the Taylor Orphanage 
in Rome. A project of Italian Bap­
tists, the institution also includes a 
home for the aged.

—$100 for the radio and Bible 
ministry of Jeremie Hodoroaba for 
work with Romanians. Hodoroaba 
lives in Paris and broadcasts over 
Trans World Radio to Romania.

—$50 to the Gunton Baptist 
Church, a British congregation in 
Lowestoft, England.

—300 Deutchmarks for work 
among Spanish-speaking people in 
the Frankfurt area. Francisco Robles 
has been in charge of the work 
among migrant workers for more 
than a year.

A realized goal of $2,000 for the 
September 1972 European mission 
offering was to provide a car for an 
orphanage in Portugal.

Mission giving reached a high 
point this year. According to EBC 
Treasurer Luther H. Morphis (a mis­
sionary associate), the largest EBC 
Lottie Moon Offering ever was sent 
to the States—$11,242.

The EBC Woman's Missionary 
Union meets annually in conjunc­
tion with EBC meetings. A special 
project of the WMU for the last two

years has been an Acteen "Come 
Together." The house party last year 
was in England. This year they met 
in Frankfurt.

Churches in the EBC find many 
ways to witness. A convention-spon­
sored evangelism conference in 
Frankfurt in May brought together 
German and American Christians to 
plan for evangelism. Another con­
vention-sponsored effort was set for 
September when a WIN (Witness In­
volvement Now) institute was to be 
conducted.

Rhein Valley Baptist Church, Wall­
dorf, Germany, slated an area-wide 
crusade in June, held in a 1,000- 
seat tent. (See page 17.)

HE Frankfurt church provides 
an unusual ministry to U.S. Army 
prisoners. Weekly for several years, 
laymen have taught Bible at Gutleut 
stockade. Cooperating with these 
men is Army Maj. (Chaplain) Duane 
Redding, assigned to Gutleut Kasern. 
Evangelistic results have reportedly 
been good.

The Kaiserslautern Faith Baptist 
Church recently saw its mission in 
Pirmasens, Germany, become an or­
ganized church. A new church in 
Salzburg, Austria, has been started 
through efforts of missionary per­
sonnel. In Belgium, two English- 
language churches are aligned with

the EBC. These churches were be­
gun when U.S. military personnel 
moved from France to Belgium a 
few years ago.

Unusual ways of reaching out in 
the community have been tried by 
various congregations. In April the 
Hahn Baptist Church held a religious 
book sale, available to all per­
sonnel stationed at Hahn Air Force 
Base, Hunsruck, Germany.

When the Summer Olympics met 
in Munich in August and September, 
participants and spectators found 
hospitality at the Munich Baptist 
Church, where television sets for a 
view of the games were installed. 
A snack bar offered refreshments. 
The German Baptist Olympics plan­
ning committee scheduled special 
evangelistic events for several eve­
nings.

A German pastor who ministers 
to both Germans and Americans in 
two congregations is Traugott Vogel, 
in Bitburg, Germany. In recent 
months the Bitburg American con­
gregation has been stimulated by a 
successful visitation program that 
has brought a number of enthusias­
tic young people into the fellow­
ship.

Worship and study with Euro­
peans is not easy when a language 
barrier exists. In England, however, 
five American congregations work 
along with the EBC. These American 
churches on English soil cooperate
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in various ways with their English 
counterparts. Youth rallies, parties, 
harvest festivals, seasonal celebra­
tions, and choir programs bring 
together church members and Eng­
lish neighbors.

Vacation Bible School in Suffolk 
was held in late summer when Eng­
lish children on holiday could at­
tend with American children. The 
American congregation in Suffolk 
now conducts at least three services 
in English churches weekly. At times 
there may be three or four laymen 
preaching in churches in the area. 
Eight laymen now regularly "ride 
their circuits" in Britain.

In Italy two English-language 
churches have problems and chal­
lenges entirely different from Eng­
lish-language churches in England.

AxANN international I congregation in 
Rome gives a positive witness in a 
cosmopolitan city. (See page 26.) ' A 
new, eight-rank pipe organ enhances 
worship services and attracts music 
lovers from the sidewalks. An Italian 
member• off the church, Fortunato 
Grossi, has begun an Italian church1 
in the northern section ofi the city. 
This missioni of f Rome Bapt'istt Churchi 
reflects the congregation's interestt 
in reaching Italians, explained Pas- 
torr William C. Ruchti.

In Milan, Missionary/ John W. 
Merrittt was pastorr of f a churchi thatt 
meets in a formerr Catholic: chapel. 
The congregation, mostly/ businesss 
personnel I and students, has majoredJ 
oni fellowship3 and mission3 projects. 
Merrittt is the newly/ electedJ EBC 
xecutive secretary/ and recently/ 

moved:l to Germany.
In3 Paris, suburban3 Emmanuel■I 

Church1 ministersS to the residentt 
English-speakingg population. ToJ 
meett the needss of f the touristss andd 
ransientt Christianss in3 the summer, 
he church3 hasSaI special I Sunday- 
veningS’ fellowship3 hourr in3a cen- 
ral I hotel.I. Pastorr HalJ B. Lee, Jr., a 
issionary, teachessw eekly/ Biblee 

tudiess in3 English3 and I French.
One offthe mosttunusualllattemptss 

y Americanss to 3 witnesss to 3 Euro­
eansS wass made by/ youthss fromn 
everalJchurche"ss in3Germ any. Seven- 
een3 singingg "Sojourners" traveledd 
n3 Yugoslaviaa to 3 sharee theirr faithh 
n3 Christ.t. Madee up3 off soldiersS andd 

ilitaryy dependents, allII of f themn

members of EBC churches, the So­
journers presented musical pro­
grams in 13 Yugoslavian Baptist 
churches in ten days. They sang to 
more than 1,700 people, many of 
whom had never been in an evan­
gelical church or heard the claims 
of Christ.

In an effort to cover the 3,000 
miles economically, the Sojourners 
camped out and took their food 
with them. Traveling in two Volks­
wagen buses and one sedan, the 
group often bumped over rough 
roads to isolated churches or drove 
on paths and then walked the re­
maining distance.

One church told the Sojourners 
they were the first musical I group 
to come in its 70-year history. In 
another church the group attracted 
the town's Communistt Party leaders, 
who came to hear whatI these young 
people had to say aboutt Christ.

One Christian teen-age Yugo­
slavian boy wentt to every house in 
his village and neighboring villages5 
to advertise the meeting. As a re­
sult, though only fourr young peo­
ple usually attend church services, 
50 came that : night.

YUGOSLAVIAN Baptist t Union3 

leaders seemed pleased with3 the 
visit. One leaderrsaid churchess often3 
ask, , "Why/ do nott ourr brothers5 and 
sisters in Christt come and visitt us?" 
He explainedI many cultsS send for- 
eignerss to theirr churches, butt the 
numberr off Baptists who3 have come 
can3 be counted:l on3 one hand.

Missionary/ work< in3 Yugoslaviaa is 
allowed:l underr mild I governmentt re­
striction. Assyet, no evangelical.1 mis- 
sionary/ is known3 to be workingg in3 
the country. Commentingg on3 the 
need I forr help, one2 teacherr said, 
"We do3 nott know how longgwe willII 
have thiss religiouss freedom. Wee 
mustt actt now."

Forr two 3summerss(19699andd1970)) 
Ray/ andd Lois.Badgero□ directedd the 
Sojourners. Ray/ wass pastorr off 
churchess in3 Giessen3 andd Butzbach,i, 
Germany. He hadd been3 in3 Yugo- 
slaviaaa numberr off timess andd felt t 
the needd off takingga youthfulil sing- 
ingg group3 to 3 help3 buildd fellowshipp 
andd unityy off believerss in3 Europe. 
Currentlyy the Badgerossareestudyingg 
the Yugoslaviann languagee in3Zagreb.

In3 Germiany,/, a coffeehousee des-

ignated "Kerygma Keller" was 
opened last February in the base­
ment of Giessen Baptist Church, 
jointly sponsored by the church and 
a military group. Pastor Robert 
Ferguson explained the coffeehouse 
mission as "a Christ-centered ap­
proach to reach servicemen wit h the 
claims of Christ."

Last year the EBC youth program 
included six major retreats and two 
rallies. More than 600 young per­
sons took part in retreats in Ger­
many, France, and Switzerland.

JFlN I DIN ' G themselves in a Euro­
pean setting, many Southern Bap­
tists in military, business, or gov- 
ernmentt service are gratefulI for the 
English-language churches they find 
in their area. People who have neverr 
thought: of r teaching or leading in 
church life find themselves accept­
ing responsibility because off the 
sheer' necessity of f theirr leadership. 
"We'd never' really been active in 
our■ church att home," is frequentlyf 
heard in EBC churches.

Several I civilians who were pas­
tors off EBC churches in Europe now 
serve underr the Foreign Mission3 
Board in otherr areas ofi the world. 
Many/ formerr servicemen-pastorss 
now serve churchess in the States. 
Many/ otherss continue theirr service 
elsewhere orr pursue furtherr train­
ing.

Rudolph3 M. (Rudy)) Wood, , mis- 
sionary/ in Belgium, , feels5 the Euro- 
pean-American3 contactsS affordedd 
through3 meetingsS with3 European3 
Baptistt friendsS are helpingg Euro- 
peansS "to3 see Americans,I, nott justt 
as5 rich, , easy/ marks, butt as5 Christian3 
brethren, vitally/ concernedd forr the? 
work< offthe kingdom."

Scattered:l all I overr Europe, EBC 
churchess are givingg significantt wit- 
nesss thattw illII endure in3 the livesS off 
those touchedd by/ transplantedd Eng­
lish-language churches. When3trans- 
ferred, hard-workinggmembersScarryy 
a certain3 contagiousS enthusiasm3 to3 
otherr placess off service.

Sgt.t. Ralph3 Vasquez, formerlyy in3 
Walldorf,f, Germany, andd nowv sta- 
tionedd in3Jacksonville,!,Ark., hasS ex- 
pressedd it: "Praisee Godd forr keepingg 
uss scatteredd abroadd to3 preachh thee 
Word, andd to3 enjoyy Christiann fel- 
lowshipp withh otherT baptizedd be- 
lieverss whereverr wee go."" □ □
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SERENDIPITY IN ROME
BY DALE MOODY

I
GUESS the word serendipity is used enough formostt 
people to know that it has something to do with a 
situation in which a person looks for one good 
thing and is surprised to discover another thing thatL 

is even better. At : least Rome is a word wellI known,, 
and serendipity is what : we discovered in Rome.

In October 1969 my wife and I arrived in Rome for 
a very unusual 1 purpose. I had been invited to teach 
a seminar on baptism at the Pontificall Gregorian Uni­
versity. My book on Baptism, published by West­
minster Press in 1967, had come to the attention of 
Jan Witte, a Dutch professor teaching at the "Greg," 
so he had carried out "the spirit of Vatican II" by ask­
ing the first Baptist in history to teach in the university 
that had educated half the popes since the Protestant 
Reformation. I accepted.

Professor Alberto Soggin, president of the Walden- 
sian Seminary in Rome, had opened another door by 
asking me to occupy the rooms usually reserved for 
Oscar Cullmann, the famous New Testament professor 
in Basel, Switzerland, wit h whom I studied in 1948. 
Again I accepted, wondering if Witte and Soggin knew 
I was a real Baptist. Apparently they did, and the in­
vitations were premediated and deliberate.

My wife, Mildred, was none too happy about a year 
in Rome. The city is not famous for its married clergy­
men, and she could see herself sitting around with 
nothing to do, while I lectured, wrote, read, and kept 
company with theologians. A lot of that did happen, 
but serendipity turned the year into one of the best 
in her life and mine.

I resolved to look up some congenial friends for
The author is the Joseph Emerson Brown Professor of Christian Theology at Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

her. Mrs. Soggin, , a friend to my teachers in Basel, , 
took her in at : the very beginning. Soon we looked 
up the Judson Allen family. Judson is the son of 
Clifton J. Allen and is a medievalI scholar I got to 
know rather well i when we were students together 
in Oxford University.

Immediately "Jackie," Judson's practicall and devout 
Baptistt wife, told my wife how wonderfulI we would 
find Rome Baptist Church. We knew there was an 
English-language Baptistt Church in Rome, and we 
had already looked it up, but I had not come to Rome 
for that purpose. With Jackie's enthusiasm we soon 
found ourselves involved in a Bible class that met that 
week in the Allens' apartment.

In walked Bill Beckman, who was to lead the study 
that night. He turned out to be an authority on fish 
for the Agricultural I and Food Administration of the 
United Nations. The Richard Martins were there; an 
expert in economics, he served at the American Em­
bassy. This was my first knowledge of the type of 
people who gathered at the Rome Baptist Church on 
Sunday and often in homes for Bible study during 
the week.

My "reputation" greatly increased as I started getting 
calls from such places as the American Embassy. The 
maids at the Waldensian Seminary took a second look 
at us after that! !

On one occasion we brought the Bible class to the 
Waldensian Seminary as our guests, and what a group 
we had! By this time a cultured Swiss lady, Rose Marie 
Zinggeler, had become a dear friend, and she had 
passed the word around that some of the most im­
portant Americans in Rome belonged to Rome Baptist 
Church and our Bible study group.
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St. Peter’s Cathedral 
as viewed from a 
bridge over the Tiber 
River in Rome.

And that was true. How many groups back home 
could have people like the Beckmans and the Martins, 
along with Aung Din from Burma, in forestry with 
the Agriculture and Food Administration and a regular 
Bible teacher, too? Incidentally, Mrs. Aung Din's Chris­
tianity goes back to the ministry of Adoniram Judson.

Regularly in our group we had two opera singers; C. 
R. Hage, managing director for a large engineering 
company; William Evelyn, an oil explorer, educated at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology; other personnel 
with the American Embassy; gifted people in Rome for 
study; and Italians who understood English.

But the Bible class was just a beginning. Before we 
found the Allens, we located the Rome Baptist Church 
in Piazza San Lorenzo in Lucina; we went to see about 
our old friend, Missionary W. C. Ruchti, Jr., and caught 
him by total surprise. In his effervescent way he threw 
all the doors of welcome open and offered to "look 
after" us in Rome. That he, his wife, Helen, and their 
daughter, Peggy, almost did for several months.

I doubt that even the United States has had better 
ambassadors of good will in Rome than the Ruchtis, 
to say nothing about the blessing they have become 
for our Baptist work. It is quality work at the highest 
level, both in evangelism and in Christian nurture.

My wife and I became regular members of the 
Rome Baptist Church, and soon 1 found myself busy 
teaching the Bible class during the week and often on 
Sunday. On occasions I preached, but W. C. did most 
of that, as I tried to give him moral support from the 
congregation.

Out of the year of Bible study I finished my com­
mentary on "Romans," now a part of Volume 10 in 
the Broadman Bible Commentary, wrote my book on

The Letters of John, now published by Word Books in 
Waco, Texas, and did some of the most original study 

I have ever done on Paul's Prison Letters (Philippians, 
Colossians, Philemon, and Ephesians). I became con­
vinced they were written from Caesarea, not Rome!

I had gone to Rome to discover what the ferment in 
Roman Catholicism was all about. I learned much 
about that, especially through a member of my semi­
nar, Charles Dullea, npw Superior of the Pontifical 
Biblical Institute and a beloved friend who is gifted in 
opening hearts as well as minds and doors of oppor­
tunity. Incidentally, I was associated with Dullea while 
he did his important study of conversion on W. F. 
"Billy" Graham's "Decision for Christ," published in 
Rome in 1971 by the Gregorian University.

But my wife and I agree that the fellowship with 
people at Rome Baptist Church was serendipity for 
both of us.

The Ruchtis saw that we got to know about other 
Baptist work in Italy. Missionaries Roy and Lillie Mae 
Starmer were soon part of the circle of friends that 
gave a glow to our lives, and they, too, made a great 
impression on us with their steady and solid leader­
ship. Often they would cbme by the Rome . Baptist 
Church just to "touch base" after they had attended 
services at the Italian-language church where they 
were members.

It was Roy, I think, who made it possible for me to 
spend a few days at Rivoli, near Turin. There I lectured 
and saw our Baptist work in a setting very different 
from Rome. The deep snow and the Waldensian val­
leys symbolized the purity of Christian faith and the 
independent freedom that Holy Scripture and Holy 
Spirit alone can produce. □
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BY INDY WHITTEN

A
"mathematical" church—that's 

Firstt Baptistt Church, , Madrid, , 
Spain. It adds, divides, , sub­

tracts, and the finalI result : is multi­
plication. That's God's mathematics!!

Religious liberty came to Spain (at 
least! briefly)) 103 years ago, follow­
ing a revoluti on. Thatt year, 1869, 
William Knapp, "scholar and edu­
cator" of the American Baptist Con­
vention in the U.S., began work in 
Madrid. First Baptist Church was 
organized August 10, 1870, in a 
rented hallI in a section of Madrid 
known as Lavapies. Knapp was pas­
tor; there were three deacons 
among the 33 members.

After seven years Knapp resigned 
and returned to the States. The new 
church was left under the leader­
ship of Manuel I de Canecia. A period 
of great difficulty followed. Other 
missionaries were sent from the 
States to try to maintain the work, 
but in 1898 the American Baptist 
Missionary Union stated in its an­
nual report that nothing remained 
of the work of Knapp and his asso­
ciates.

It is inconceivable that there were 
no Baptists in Madrid from 1898 un- 
tilI 1914, but there is no record of 
any activity. In 1914 a young Swed­
ish missionary, G. T. Vickman, 
opened an independent Baptist mis­
sion in a private home. Soon there 
were as many as 100 interested peo­
ple attending services. Three months 
later the church moved to a new 
location, where regular services 
were held and a primary schoolI 
was established.

Twenty-six people were baptized 
in April 1915 in a huge, iron vat 
members had bought in Madrid's 
"Flea Market." With these members 
the "second" First Baptist Church 
of Madrid was established. The next 
year the church moved back to a 
location in Lavapies. Meanwhile, 
Vickman moved to Valencia.

In 1931 First Church moved to its 
present location: Number 18 on 
General Lacy Street. Francisco Fer­
nandez, a gentle man of great vision, 
courage, and patience, became pas­
tor. He was limited in preparation

The author, Nella Dean (Mrs. Charles W.) Whitten, 
has been a foreign missionary since 1947, serving in 
Argentina before moving to Spain in 1953. She and heT 
husband are now stationed in Madrid.

butt wholly dedicated to the preach­
ing ministry and personal I witnessing.

The tensions thatt would lead to 
the Spanish CivilI Warr were feltt even 
in 1931 by pastor and church mem­
bers. The new meeting place on 
GeneralI Lacy seemed enormous to 
some members. "Whatt willI we do 
with so much space?" they asked.

A section of the card file Fernan­
dez keptt provides brief f glimpses 
into his ministry during years of f the 
civilI war (1936-39):

July 6, 1936: Pastor Fernandez and Jose 
Gutierrez went to visit: in the Soria Province 
and to minister to scattered believers whose

MADRID’S
‘MATHEMATICAL’

CHURCH
only spiritual intake was limited to their 
Bibles and occasional I visits from the 
Madrid pastor. These two men also did the 
work of colporteurs of the British Bible 
Society in cities and villages where there 
were no believers.

They were caught in the midst of the 
revolution of July 27 and were immediately 
put in prison. After eight days they were 
released and were able to go by foot to 
Sigiienza with great difficulty and consider­
able danger. In a most providential way, 
they found a friend among the soldiers, a 
sympathetic railroad official, and a guard 
who had once studied in an evangelical 
school in Logrono. These three men helped 
arrange for the preachers to return to 
Madrid in a truck, and they arrived in good 
health.

August and September 1936: Prayer meet­
ing held at the church every day because 
of exceedingly difficult times.

December 1936: Because of the danger 
from bombing and lack of food, the two 
children of the Fernandez family were 
taken to Murcia, a city 350 miles south.

June 12, 1937: The sad news was an­
nounced by the family of Samuel Sans that, 
after being held prisoner for several months, 
he was shot by a firing squad.

November 12, 1937: We had the wonder­
ful news from our young brother and 
colporteur friend, Alfonso Gomez, who was 
thought to be dead, that he is alive and 
well in Pamplona.

February) 1938: Fernandez! leftt for* Al­
bacete to carry outt his military dutiesi in 
the Hospital1 Corps.

April( 6, 1939: Att 3:00 a.m« . the pastor 
came back from military service in Uraruga 
(Albacete), accompanied by the two chil­
dren, who had spentt a year" and a half in 
Murcia.

As a resultt of: the war, , church 
membership was greatly reduced. 
Some members were on battle­
fronts; some fled to villages; ; others 
were afraid to go to church.

While Fernandez was away on 
medicalI duty at the battlefront, 
some sympathizers of : the gospel| 
who had not: fully understood its

meaning took their Bibles and 
hymnbooks to the pastor's wife and 
asked her to destroy them. They 
feared persecution if such evidence 
were found in their possession. Mrs. 
Fernandez refused, and tried to en­
courage the group to remain faith­
ful I to the message of the Bible.

Despite allI the difficulties, a small 
group of believers, led by the pas­
tor's wife and faithful I laymen, con­
tinued holding worship services. 
Often bombs fell | too close for com­
fort. Once or twice the church 
building took a direct hit, but no­
body was injured.

After the civilI war ended, April 1, 
1939, the church took an upward 
turn in growth and activity.

The building at General Lacy, 18, 
was rented on a monthly basis until 
1948, when it was bought and re­
conditioned under direction of J. D. 
Hughey, then a missionary in Spain 
(now Foreign Mission Board secre­
tary for Europe and the Middle East). 
The church became self-supporting 
in 1951 with 250 members.

Fernandez died of cancer in late 
1951. During his last days he seemed
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A Sunday-morning scene at No. 18, General I Lacy Street, Madrid, Spain— Firstt Baptist Church.

very concerned about the future of 
Baptist work in Madrid. He let it be 
known that he was praying for three 
Southern Baptist missionary couples 
to come to Spain, at least one to 
work in Madrid.

"Why don'tt you "pray for justt one 
couple at a time?" he was asked. 
"Then you can ask for the other two' 
wh"en thatt prayer is answered."

"For - one thing, I don'tt have thatt 
much time leftt on this earth," re­
plied Fernandez. "Anyway, , it's justt 
as easy for' the Lord to send three 
coup"les as itt is for him to send 
one."

Fernandez did nott live to see the 
arrivalI off those three couples, butt 
they came in 1953.

Att the time ofI Fernandez's death, 
)uan Luis Rodrigo, a young man, , was 
working5 in a mission ofI Firstt Church. 
Afterr serving forr severalI months as 
interim pastorr off Firstt Church, he 
was invited to become pastorr in 
Novemberr 1952. Rodrigo was ex- 
tremely/ hesitant, feeling? he did nott 
have the necessary/ preparationi orr 
experience. Butt he accepted, andJ 
continuess in the role until I today. He 
is a dynamic, evangelistic preacherr 
and a good I pastor.

Perhapss the strong> pointss of f Firstt 
Church, Madrid, in1 1972’ could I be 
described I underr three importantt 
headings.

The churchi is generous. IncludedJ 
in1 the congregationiare children1 andJ 
elderly/people living’on i limitedJ pen­
sions, so3 thatt theirrtithe amountss to 5 
little, exceptt in1 spiritualll value. Butt 
the2 500J membersS are generous. In1 
1955 offeringsstotaledd97,136 pesetass 
(at t present, aboutt 65 pesetass equalll 
$1.00, U.S.). In1 1960J the offeringss

reached 260,867. They rose to 537,­
686 pesetas in 1965, and last: year 
they totaled 950,000.

The church generously assists 
members who want : to begin new 
works in other parts of the city. 
When a group sees the possibility 
of organizing a new congregation, 
the mother church helps rentt or buy 
a meeting place and assists in reno­
vating the facilities.

The church is missionary. In the 
decade of ■ the 1950s, 12 Baptistt 
churches in Spain were closed by 
governmentt order, and itt was abso­
lutely forbidden to make any public 
manifestation of f a non-Catholic: 
faith. In a bold statementi forr those 
days Rodrigo said with1 conviction, 
"We have only/ three Baptistt church­
es in Madrid, butt we need ten."

Now there are five Baptistt church­
es in Madrid, and FirsttChurchi spon­
sors fourr missions.

Rodrigo's visioni has keptt pace 
withi the times. He now states, "We 
shouldI nott allow ourselvess eveni to 
considerr anything’ less thani 50 ' Bap- 
tistt churches5 in Madrid1 asSourrgoal."

Ten1 churchess have come into3 be­
ing> thatt were? firstt missionss off Firstt 
Church. There are currently/ fourr 
growing’ missionss in the city/ thatt 
look< towardd becoming’ churchess 
soon.

Firstt Churchn hass been1a seedbedd 
forr pastors. During’ the2 pastt two 3 
decades, 20) young’ men1 from the 
church1 have enteredJ the ministry.

The? church1 is 5 evangelistic. Pastorr 
Rodrigo3 showsS evangelisticG fervor, 
andd to > the memberss offthe congre- 
gationi thiss seemss the normalll thingg 
forra New Testamentt church. Rod- 
rigoj extendss ferventt andd sometimess

long invitations at the close of wor­
ship services. When a guest has 
preached and the pastor feels the 
invitation should be extended, he 
does nott hesitate to do so.

A "tradition" occurs each time 
there is a baptismalI service—the 
number ofI people who make pro­
fessions of : faith during the service 
alway s exceeds the number off those 
being baptized. In this Roman Cath­
olic country, baptism by immersioni 
is a sensational i happening, so rela­
tives off the ones to be baptized fillI 
the churchi for' the service; thus theyr 
have opportunity to hearr the mes­
sage off salvation.

The church1 is widely/ known1 in 
Madrid. IfI a person tells a cab driverr 
to go to a Protestantt church, likely/ 
thatt cab willI head I straightt forr Gen­
eral I Lacy, 18.

Besidess its regularr missioni pro­
gram, Firstt Churchi providess a home 
in a spiritual 1 sense forr many/ exiledd 
Cubans5 on1 the way/ to the U.S. 
CubansS attend servicess att the 
church, and once a weekc there is 
a worship3 service especially/ forr 
them. There is also3 a "clothing7 
shop—used I butt useful" forr Cubanss 
ini need.

"We recognize thattwe couldd nott 
have come so3 farr butt forrthe abun- 
dantt blessingss off ourr Lord," declar­
ed I Rodrigo3 with3 feeling. "Wee owe 
muchi to3 those who3 wentt before usS 
andd poured I outttheirrveryy beingss in3 
sacrificialllservice. Weeappreciate the 
supportt off Southern3 BaptistsS in3 the3 
Unitedd States, ass theyy have helpedd 
uss with3 missionariesS andd money.

"Freelyywe have received; justt ass 
freelyy mustt we give. Wee owee so3 
muchh to3 so3 many!" Q2
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A
NY ROLL CALL off heroes off 
faith would include Don Vi­
cente Frances, , a Spanish Baptistt 

pastor- living in retirementt in the 
beautifulI Mediterranean city off 
Valencia.

Don Vicente is 78, , his wife Doha 
Lola 72.* Together they served the 
Lord in a dozen differentt pastor­
ates over' a 40-year• period. Theirr 
lives of : love and service read like a 
fiction piece in an early Christian 
setting, but: thatt only offers prooff 
thatt truth is more interesting and 
more inspiring than fiction.

Vicente Frances was born in the 
small town of Navarres (Valencia)) 
January 6, 1895. Since his father was 
a simple, small-scale farmer, practi­
cally no education was available for 
the children.

Vicente grew up working in the 
fields. The family attended the only 
little Catholic church available in 
the village. Their contacts were 
limited; they never even traveled to 
the provincial capital, less than 60 
miles away. Barcelona and Madrid 
seemed places on the other side of 
the world.

As he grew up, Vicente never 
dreamed of anything but being a 
farmer like his father. Of course, he 
supposed he would eventually marry 
a girl I of the village. Healthy as a 
child, he grew into a strong young 
man, very intelligent, despite the 
fact that he did not learn to read 
until he was 19. When he did learn 
to read, his textbook was the Bible.

During Vicente's growing-up years 
evangelical Christians were much in 
the minority, and all kinds of false 
rumors were circulated about them. 
If anyone had told Vicente or his 
parents that they would become 
Protestants, they would have thought 
the idea ridiculous.

While in his late teens, Vicente, 
working aboard ship for his passage, 
traveled to Argentina. He stayed 
only three months.

Back home in Navarres, he asked 
his family about the church they 
had always attended.
* Don and Dona in Spanish are titles of respect.

DON
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"Son, we don't go to that church 
anymore," they told him. "We have 
found something better."

"What could be better?" asked 
Vicente, amazed.

"We have found the Word of 
God, and we have found Jesus as 
our Saviour," they replied.

So Vicente read the Bible. As a 
result, he, too, was converted.

He had expected to be required 
to enter military service, but the 
number of "draftees" was reduced 
that particular year, an event that 
seemed providential to Vicente.

He worked long hours in the 
fields, but he thought day and night 
about how he could serve God. He 
had no money, no education. He 
knew his parents needed him to 
help make a living, and he did not 
dare tell his father what he was 
thinking.

Finally one day he blurted out, 
"Dad, I must tell you that God is 
calling me to serve him."

He expected his father to object 
and to forbid it. After a long pause 
his father answered, "Son, if you 
feel that way—well, go and serve 
God however you can."

The only Baptist pastors Vicente

Columbus monument and a replica of the 
Santa Maria grace harbor in Barcelona.

knew lived in Carlet and Valencia, 
so he decided to go where they 
were and offer his services. He left 
home with the clothes he wore, one 
shabby change of clothes, and six 
pesetas in his pocket.

People in Carlet told him he could 
sleep on a bed in the church, except 
that he would have to sleep some­
where else whenever a pastor or 
missionary came to visit the village. 
Vicente readily agreed. He did any 
kind of work available, including 
labor in the fields and in the orange 
groves. During this period he stud­
ied in a sort of Bible training 
course from the pastors he knew, 
chiefly the one from Valencia, John 
Uhr, a Swedish missionary.

Soon it was decided that Vicente 
could sell Bibles in the surrounding 
region. A representative of the British 
Bible Society agreed that Vicente 
could keep 25 percent of the money 
he took in from the sale of Bibles. 
This turned out to be practically 
zero, however, since nobody wanted 
to buy a Bible.

Vicente's income was meager as 
he traveled about to sell Bibles. He 
spent a total of perhaps 20 cents a 
day. He ate no breakfast and bought 
a small loaf of bread every two days. 
At noon and at night he ate a 
sardine and possibly a piece of fruit. 
He paid a few centimes (Spanish 
penny) at night to sleep in a barn 
or stable on a pile of straw.

Several times he was jailed, ac­
cused of being a heretic and of 
disturbing the peace. Once a man 
caused a vicious dog to attack him. 
Vicente encountered all kinds of 
Opposition. He worked hard all day; 
walking or traveling by horseback 
to offer the Scriptures for sale. More 
often than not his offer was rejected.

But there burned in his heart the 
vision and the assurance that God 
had called him and that he must 
serve God with all his strength. He 
was handicapped because of lack of 
preparation and funds, but he was 
strong because he felt he had found 
something his countrymen needed.

The Frances family had made its 
first contact with the gospel through 
friends in the neighboring village of

Sumacarcel. As it turned out, Vicente 
and Lola Garcia, the daughter of 
that family, fell in love and were 
later married.

Vicente was able to attend the 
Baptist Institute in Barcelona, and 
then he began his lengthy service as 
a pastor.

Even in retirement Don Vicente 
Frances is not inactive. He is a 
member of First Baptist Church, 
Valencia, and often preaches.

As one benefit of living in the 
area, the couple can see some of the 
fruits of their labors. They have 
heard of people in some of the 
small villages whose families bought 
Bibles from Vicente 50 years ago 
and have handed them down from 
parents to children to grandchildren.

Don Vicente and Dona Lola re­
joice to see the Baptist work in 
Spain grow and to see that present­
day pastors face better opportuni­
ties.

They have three daughters: Juani­
ta Garcia lives in Sumacarcel; Raquel 
Gomez is a midwife in Alicante; 
Esther Borras is a professor at the 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Madrid and wife of the president of 
the Spanish Baptist Union, who also 
is a seminary professor.

Recently Vicente was asked, "If 
you could live your life over, would 
you choose the ministry?"

"Oh, yes!" he insisted. "If I had 
another life to live or many, I would 
give them all to the service of my 
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ."

What advice does he have for 
young men considering entering the 
seminary to prepare for the min­
istry?

"My advice," mused Vicente, 
"would be that they be absolutely 
sure of their calling to the pastorate, 
and that they be willing to give 
their all to it. If these are lacking, 
perhaps they should do something 
else."

In the Baptist work in Spain, Vi­
cente and Lola Frances "went the 
first hour" and served faithfully un­
til quitting time. They were tireless 
and fruitful. From the looks on their 
faces in 1972, they have already 
entered into the joy of the Lord. □
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|_ UIS Jose Valerio travels nearly 200 kilometers (125 

miles) and preaches nine times each week to maintain 
the only Baptist ministry in southern Portugal. Faro, 
an appropriate name for the city where he lives, comes 
from the Portuguese word for lighthouse. Valerio's 
pioneer ministry keeps the Baptist lighthouse glowing 
in a region 300 kilometers from any other Baptist 
church.

Valerio preaches in two churches and one mission 
every Sunday. He also conducts a service somewhere 
every night of the week except Saturday. He pointed 
out that he never preaches the same sermon twice 
during the week, even though there are four different 
places.

Keeping pace with Valerio on a Sunday demands 
energy, wakefulness, and good timing. The day be­
gins in mid-morning and ends about 11:00 at night.

First, children and adults assemble in their attrac­
tive new building in Faro for the Sunday School Bible 
hour. The morning preaching service follows.

After lunch Valerio, his wife, Rute, their ten-year-old 
daughter, her two younger brothers, and at least one 
other person stuff themselves into the Valerio family's 
small Volkswagen and set out for Sao Bras, 17 miles 
north. The service in Sao Bras starts at 4:00.

Valerio came to Faro in the summer of 1960 after 
finishing study at a theological seminary in Lisbon, 
Portugal. This seacoast region, known as Algarve, was 
strange to him; he knew no one; there were no Bap­
tists in Faro, which has 25,000 people.

Even while struggling to develop a congregation in 
Faro, Valerio began praying for guidance in planting 
work also in surrounding towns. He has actively sought 
buildings to rent in which services could be held.

The first such place to rent became available in Sao 
Bras in 1964. The Valerios were childless at the time, 
also automobile-less. They pedaled bicycles uphill to 
Sao Bras; it took 45 minutes. It was dusk or dark when 
they returned seaward to Faro—downhill in only 30 
minutes.

With the help of friends, Valerio acquired first a 
motor scooter, then later his present automobile. His 
wife now works as an office accountant in Faro to 
enable them to make monthly payments on the car.

As is necessary for such work, the pastor's wife sac­
rifices to make progress possible, living in an area far 
from relatives and fellow Baptists. She also has a 
prominent role in her husband's ministry. She plays 
the organ or piano for all the church services. She 
used her technical training to prepare designs for the 
pulpit and other church furniture when the Faro 
building was being adapted for worship.

She and Pastor Valerio, as he is called among Portu­
guese Baptists, have compiled a small songbook con-

This article was prepared by Theo Sommerkamp for European Baptist Press Service 
while director for EBPS. For use in this issue it has been updated by Lester C. Bell, 
missionary to Portugal since 1968; he was missionary to Brazil 1950-67.

On a normally busy Sunday, Valerio pauses beside 
the VW that carries him on his preaching itinerary.

By 
Theo Sommerkamp 

and 
Lester C. Bell
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aining almost 100 choruses. The book has been wide­
ly used in churches, youth meetings, and camps.

After the 4:00 P.M. service in Sao Bras, Valerio 
drives the 18 kilometers to Alfandanga, a crossroads 
settlement which does not even appear on most high­
way maps. If not delayed in leaving, the Valerios have 
just enough time for a cup of coffee at a roadside 
cafe.

The service in Alfandanga begins at 6:00 P.M. After 
the service Valerio completes the triangle by driving 
17 kilometers back to Faro, where the night service 
starts at 9:00, a customary time in Portugal. The pastor 
usually eats a snack before the final Sunday service.

Between Alfandanga and Faro, Valerio's route takes 
him through the coastal town of Olhao, just east of 
Faro. Early in 1971 he began conducting services on 
Monday and Friday nights in a rented meeting hall 
in Olhao. The Olhao Mission has received five con­
verts during the past year and now has a total of 11 
baptized believers.

On Tuesday nights Valerio leads the midweek ser­
vice in Alfandanga; the midweek service for Sao Bras 
falls on Thursday.

With this busy schedule Valerio has no time to 
visit among church people in the three outlying lo­
cations, except in emergencies.

Faro and its two missions of Sao Bras and Olhao 
now have a total of 67 members. At Alfandanga, the 
only location where there was a Baptist family to help 
launch the work, the congregation was constituted as 
a separate church in 1967. The 17-member church 
has land on which to build, but currently rents a build­
ing from one of its members.

Valerio has not stopped looking for new places to 
begin Baptist work. One of the next most likely pos­
sibilities is Tavira, between Faro and the Spanish bor­
der. Other than being a progressive town in its own 
right, Tavira is the center of specialized military train­
ing for the Portuguese army. From 5,000 to 10,000 
soldiers spend several months there annually for their 
training, and Pastor Valerio sees a tremendous oppor­
tunity for Baptist witness.

In a Catholic country such as Portugal, property 
owners are sometimes reluctant even to rent build­
ings to Protestants, and, so far, this has blocked work 
in Tavira. Far from being discouraged, Valerio has 
made repeated appeals to Portuguese Baptists to send 
reinforcements to help in starting a ministry in Tavira 
and other towns in the region. The increased demand 
on Valerio's time requires him to turn more and more 
to laymen. In order to launch a new work in Tavira, 
for instance, he would have to ask laymen to take 
charge of services in Sao Bras.

Church people did as much work as possible in 
building the new church in Faro and in rearranging 
the rented building in Olhao to make it suitable for 
church purposes. So much labor by church people in

building projects is exceptional, rather than com­
monplace, in Portugal.

Work in Southern Portugal moved forward slowly, 
and results were very small the first several years. 
Only after nation-wide Baptist revivals in 1967 did the 
work establish a foothold, related Valerio.

There has been no active opposition to Baptist work 
in the south, only indifference. After a particularly 
well-attended service in 1963 attracted their curiosity, 
police questioned Valerio once but did not interfere 
with the worship, nor have they questioned him 
further.

Thirty-six-year-old Valerio is the only minister in the 
Portuguese Baptist Convention who is pastor in a pio­
neer field. The small Baptist union, made up of 36 
churches with 2,000 members, paid costs of launching 
the work in Faro. The Southern Baptist Foreign Mis­
sion Board also aids financially.

No other Baptist pastor in Portugal preaches as many 
times a week as Valerio does.

"Not everyone has the gift for launching new work 
where there are no people to start with," mused Va­
lerio. He believes he has the gift and should use it.

When the debt on the new building in Faro has 
been reduced, Valerio is willing, he said, to go any­
where in church development, even to one of Portu­
gal's African provinces.

"We need ten more men like Valerio to help us 
reach other cities in Portugal where there is no Bap­
tist work," said a Baptist leader in evaluating his im­
pact.

Pastor Valerio is by no means superficial in his 
pastoral work. Perhaps as much or more than any 
other Portuguese Baptist pastor, he has been success­
ful in conserving the results of his evangelistic efforts. 
In a simultaneous evangelistic campaign in the two 
churches and two missions of his field in May 1971 
there were 37 professions of faith, or "manifestations," 
as they are called in Portugal.

Valerio realizes that, in a field like Portugal, these 
"decisions" do not represent genuine conversion in 
every case, but may be only "manifestations" of in­
terest in the gospel. So he set out on a course of in­
doctrination and conservation following the campaign, 
and, as a result, has already baptized 19 of the 37.

With so much to absorb his interest and time, it 
would be easy for Valerio to develop a ministry of 
isolation. On the contrary, he is a loyal participant 
in the denominational program of Portuguese Bap­
tists and leads his churches to do the same. Although 
having to travel much farther than other cooperating 
pastors, he attends most important convention ac­
tivities and serves on several committees.

Two young men from his field are volunteers for 
the ministry and are preparing to enter the seminary. 
Perhaps one or both may be the answer to Valerio's 
plea for reinforcements. □
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' SPIRITUAL MARINERS’

T
HEE EMBLEM4 off thee Portuguesee 

Baptistt Theologicalil Seminary, lo- 
catedi in aa suburbb off Lisbon, Por­

tugal, showss thee "Monumentt to3 thee 
Discoveries” superimposedJ overra mapp 
off Portugal.[. Thee monumentt iss locatedd 
nearr thee Lisboni harbor, froma whencee 
sailed1 the3 famousS Portuguesee navigatorss 
nearly/ 500) yearss ago.

Hopefullyy the example off these5 an- 
cientt marinerss will 1 inspire today’ss semi- 
naryy graduatess ass they y go) forth1 with1 
the gospel.

Fourry oung’ meni recentlyy received1 
theirr certificatess in theology/ from thes 
seminary att the firstt graduation1 exercise 
forr thiss newestt of Foreigni Missioni 
Board-sponsoredI seminariess in Europe. 
The school1 wass organized1 justt three5 
years5 ago.

The navigators’ symbol1 appeared1 on1 
each certificate. The graduatess alreadyr 
are followingi the spiritt of the emblem.

One of the four, Firmino Chife, is 
soon to return to his native Angola, in 
Portuguese Westt Africa, where he willI 
have an importantt responsibility in pro­
claiming the gospel among his people. 
Pri or to seminary training, Firmino had 
not! traveled far from the immediate 
area of his birth. Coming fromi a tribal1 
background, he was 14 years old before 
he learned Portuguese.

Three years ago, as a 25-year-old 
single man, he cam e to PortugalI to 
attend the seminary. He needed help 
in order to complete his high schoolI 
education, along with his theological 
studies.

While in continental Portugal, he 
served in churches, teaching Sunday 
School, preaching, and conducting reviv­
als. He was well received, even in larger 
churches, and is recognized as an out­
standing personal worker in evangelism.

Firmino has come a long way. Now, 
well prepared, he returns to his home­
land, where, according to him, magic

By7 Lesterr C. Bell1

andd superstitiona still11 haveea firm n grip p 
amongg triballl people.

Anotherr off the e graduates, Jorgee Leal,1, 
beganri hiss seminaryy trainingg in n Italyy in a 
aa schoolJ then a in a operationa at t Rivoli,i, 
becausee theree was s no□ Baptistt seminary 
in i Portugal. Laterr he3 returnedd hom ee to o 
enroll'I at t the e new v Baptistt seminaryy in a 
Lisbon.

He3 was S recentlyy calledd to 3a relativelyy 
new churchh in i Amadora, aJ rapidlyy grow­
ing j subdivisiona off Greaterr Lisbon. Thee 
churchi is s the only/ Baptistt witnesss in 1 the e 
mushrooming> communityy thatt alreadyy 
has s 120,000) residents. Hiss wife, Vivian, 
aI trainedi nurse, hass faithfullyy worked1 to 3 
help1supportt the family/ (the couple hasS 
two children) I so thatt Jorge2 could1 finish a 
his study. She is already/ seeking’ meanss 
whereby she can) use herr trainingj and 1 
experience in an1 effective evangelistic 
and socialI outreacha alongside herr hus­
band.

Emidio Francisco, anotherr graduate, is 
serving two small1 churches3 in eastI central1 
Portugal. He feels this field of widely 
scattered provinciali towns ! and villagesS 
to be his "parish” for■ the immediate 
future.

The fourth graduate, Alberto Velosa, 
youngestt of the group, has had success 
in preaching and in revival work as a 
studentt evangelist during his seminary 
training. He willI soon enter the army 
for three and a half years of compulsory 
military service. Military duty likely willI 
take him for two years to one of the 
three Portuguese provinces in Africa— 
Guinea, Angola, or Mozambique.

While in Africa, Alberto will have 
opportunity to witness. If he is fortu nate 
enough to be stationed near one of the 
few Baptist churches or missions, he can 
take part in the church’s ministry. Some­
times Portuguese Baptists, while serving 
in the army in Africa, have been so 
impressed by the needs there that they 
have returned later, either as active lay-

MISSION MUDf

m en a in a the e churchess orr as s pastors 'S or r 
missionaries.

Thesee men a makee up p only y the e first,t 
small11 group p of f graduates. There e will 11 be 3 
others. Six4 new V students s are e expected 1 
next t term , includingg two 3 more e from 
Africaa and d two 3 from a northern a Portugal. 1.

The e first t young g woman a is s soon 1 to 3 be 3 
enrolled d in a the e theological .1 course. She e 
says s God d has s definitely y called J her r to 3 go 3 
out t in 1a mission1 off love, perhaps S to 3 
Africaa as sa missionary. So3 determined i 
is s she 3 that t she was S forced 1 to 3 leave 3 home 3 
due 2 to 3 serious S oppostion1 from her r par­
ents, who 3 are not t Christians.

God will1 surely y raise 3 up 3 others. 
Twenty-five 3 attended 1a recent, weekend 1 
conference 3 on 3 Christian a vocations s at t the 
seminary. Some ofE these will1 be entering ’ 
the 3 seminary within 1 the next t few years.

The seminary, under direction 1 of the 
Portuguese Baptistt Convention, was or­
ganized I in 1969. The facultyy is com­
posed of Missionary Grayson 3 C. Ten­
nison and me, two Portuguese Baptist t 
pastors, and a woman missionary sup­
ported by the Brazilian 3 Baptist t Foreign 
Mission Board.

The seminary is now housed on the 
second and third floors 3 of the building 
occupied by Queluz Baptist Church, near 
Lisbon. On the second floor (facilities 
belonging to the church) are housed the 

Tclhassrtohoimd, flchapel, hiofhficies, and library. 
Tshe thirpd ftlooer, which is rented, serves 
aMs oanney afpraormt ment for boarding students. 
Money from Southern Baptists has now 
become available for acquiring perma­
nent facilities for the school.

The Portuguese Baptist Convention 
numbers 37 small churches with slightly 
fewer than 2,500 members, but steady 
gchrouwrcthheshaasrebepeanstosrhloeswsn aonfdlamtea. Several 
churches are pastorless, and many other 
cities should be entered by Baptists.

The need is urgent for “spiritual 
mariners” to go forth in Europe and 
Africa with the gospel.  . □
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MINISTRY
OF RELIEF

By Baker J. Cauthen

O
NE of the major shocks that 

comes to missionaries in many 
parts of the world is that of seeing 
massive human misery. This is not 

true in all countries, but it is the case 
in many, particularly where vast popu­
lation has brought about a very low 
standard of living for the majority of 
people. Under these conditions, dis­
asters plunge thousands of people into 
distress in which they are practically 
helpless.

Missionaries in Bangladesh have 
done a monumental work in the min­
istry of relief, particularly in helping 
to provide housing for the homeless, 
following recent hostilities in that land. 
Ten million people fled to India for 
safety and after return to their home 
country were in great need, because 
most of them had lost everything.

With an expenditure of approxi­
mately $200, a simple shelter is pro­
vided, with most of the work being 
done by the refugees themselves and 
only essential costs being met with 
relief funds. While such a house is 
totally inadequate by the standards to 
which we are accustomed in this coun­
try, it makes the difference between 
shelter and exposure to the elements 
for families with little children already 
existing on substandard diet and fac­
ing the dangers of illness.

Ravaging floods in the Philippines 
have brought great suffering. Funds 
have been appropriated by the Foreign 
Mission Board to assist in emergency 
relief. Many people have been helped 
and are grateful for assistance given.

Relief needs in Vietnam have long

been served by missionaries. The sight 
of refugees fleeing for safety with only 
a handful of their possessions is fre­
quent. Missionaries have sought to ex­
tend help as widely as possible.

Other parts of the world have be­
come familiar to Southern Baptists as 
areas calling for relief. Much has been 
done in Nigeria and the Middle East. 
Earthquakes in Chile and Peru have 
occasioned major relief efforts.

At almost every meeting of the 
Foreign Mission Board, funds are ap­
propriated to take care of emergencies 
occurring in some part of the world.

Sometimes there are designated 
funds at hand which have been given 
for relief. These are very helpful and 
are used entirely for the purpose indi­
cated. More frequently, however, it is 
necessary for regular mission funds to 
be appropriated to meet relief needs. 
We are always left with a feeling of 
inadequacy, because the needs are 
more than the resources available. 
Even now the missionaries in Bangla­
desh are indicating that their needs 
for housing call for funds far in excess 
of the amount available.

There is a fine line between relief 
and the regular programs of mission 
work. Approximately one million peo­
ple annually receive attention in mis­
sion medical establishments. Some of 
the patients are hospitalized, but most 
of them come for outpatient attention.

More than 90.000 students are en­
rolled in Baptist schools on mission 
fields. Among these students there are 
many who would have no hope for 
education except through the ministries

extended through missionary service.
Good will centers, day nurseries, 

programs of agricultural missions, 
literacy programs, and many other ex­
pressions of love give occasion for the 
outflow of regular mission efforts that 
are meeting basic human needs. In 
many fields, even though there may 
not be a current major disaster, there 
are continuing needs because of the 
grinding poverty to which many people 
are exposed.

Relief work is very difficult. Mis­
sionaries everywhere bear witness to 
the numerous problems connected with 
it and the physical and emotional drain 
that is inevitable in dealing with it. 
The resources are so small and the 
needs so vast that the administration 
of relief places great strain on those 
who are responsible.

In administration of relief, concern 
is for the need of the individual. Peo­
ple are helped because they are 
hungry, sick, homeless, and in need 
of clothing. They are helped whether 
they are Christians or non-Christians. 
They are helped because they are 
human beings for whom God is con­
cerned and for whom we are concerned 
because we belong to God.

As the story of missions is fully told, 
it is appropriate to include a high place 
of regard for the ministries of relief. 
We lift our hearts in thanksgiving to 
God for those who pray and give. We 
are grateful for those whose hearts are 
touched and make possible this min­
istry as it flows into a world of 
suffering. □
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THE NAMES of projects on the 
calendars of Southern Baptist 

churches throb with action.
They’re activities with titles like WIN, 

Extend Now, People to People, Mission 
Action, Youth Music Festivals, Family 
Ministry Clinics, and Vocational Guid­
ance Workshops.

They reflect outreach and mission 
action, using bold, creative approaches.

These projects have another thing in 
common. They describe what Southern 
Baptist churches are doing to carry out 
the 1972-73 denominational theme, “Liv­
ing the Spirit of Christ in Faith and 
Conquest.”

Denominational planners predict 
Southern Baptists can expect to experi­
ence new dimensions in living the Chris­
tian life and sharing their faith if they 
seriously seek to live out the national 
theme.

For the non-Christian the theme means 
getting the opportunity to hear, under­
stand, and experience the real life Jesus 
spoke of.

The term “ReaLife” describes the 
theme which finds its biblical roots in 
the words of Jesus in John 14:6: “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me.”

The denominational theme is the 
fourth in a series of ten spanning the 
period of 1969-79 under the banner of 
“Shaping the Seventies.”

It caps a four-year period of seeking 
to live the spirit of Christ in various 
ways. In 1969-70 it was in belief and 
relevance; in 1970-71, openness and 
freedom; and in 1971-72, expectancy 
and creativity.

The themes the first four years reflect 
a principle of sequence. During the first 
year the emphasis was upon understand­
ing the basic truths of the gospel. The 
second year the concern was to develop 
skill in communicating the truth to 
others. The third year the desire was to 
establish relationships with non-Chris- 
tians for effective witness and ministry.

This is the year for doing what is 
difficult and daring through evangelism, 
using the best traditional methods along 
with new ones, planners point out.

Southern Baptists seeking to make the 
theme a reality are undertaking a major 
effort to win to a saving faith in Christ 
and to church membership the non­
Christian who has reached the age of 
accountability and to enroll new mem­
bers in church program organizations 
for study and for performing the work 
of Christ through his churches.

The increase in church membership 
and enrollment in the program organiza­
tions should reflect the degree to which 
each person has witnessed and each

The author is program manager for the Brotherhood 
Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention, Memphis, 
Tenn.

THEME 
FOR 

ACTION

BY ROY JENNINGS

church has attempted the difficult and 
daring for Christ.

One of the secrets to implementing 
the theme well is to break the revival- 
only pattern of evangelism and develop 
a variety of methods of witnessing with 
a focus on personal involvement, plan­
ners advise.

College campuses are a challenging 
area. Faculty and students must be reach­
ed if churches are to seriously influence 
the nation.

Planners also feel any church that 
continues to restrict its invitation to 
membership on the basis of race, color, 
economic, or social factors will find its

witness falling on deaf ears of an un­
believing generation.

The new denominational projects pre­
pared for churches are designed to give 
help in these three areas.

People to People is a church plan to 
reach more people for Christ and church 
membership. It includes projects for lo­
cating unreached persons, enlarging the 
Sunday School organization, winning 
persons for Christ, and involving them 
in the kingdom’s work.

Similar enrollment projects exist for 
other church program organizations. For 
instance, the Brotherhood project, Treas­
ure Hunt, describes a plan for enroll­
ing Baptist men and Royal Ambassadors 
for mission study and mission activity.

Witness Involvement Now (WIN) 
leader and member schools in associ­
ations and churches offer the opportunity 
for motivating trained Christians to share 
their faith. Using guidance material pre­
pared under the auspices of the Home 
Mission Board, Christians in WIN schools 
learn how to share their faith in labora­
tory-type experiences.

Extend Now is a Southern Baptist 
church extension plan using Bible study 
fellowships, mission Vacation Bible 
Schools, mission action activity, music 
witnessing projects, day camps, and 
preaching stations.

Specific campus evangelistic activities 
involving Baptist students are under way, 
guided by Baptist National Student Min­
istries and the Home Mission Board.

Mission action conferences are con­
tributing to a greater witness and min­
istry intensity and preparing church 
members to extend the invitation of 
church membership to all Christians who 
sincerely desire it.

What are the characteristics of a 
church that’s witnessing effectively in 
the 1970’s?

Researchers listed these three:
—An effective form of witness may 

be for churches to accept their prophetic 
role of calling attention to the evils 
within the community and then calling 
men to repent as Christians and unite to 
rid the community of these evils.

—The church that is leading in, rather 
than resisting, needed social reform will 
be seen as relevant and its witness heed­
ed by the sensitive non-Christian.

—A church which expresses a con­
cern about social, civic, and economic 
problems in the community and which 
takes a position in trying to solve these 
problems bears a witness to the love and 
concern of Christ for the total needs of 
man.

Southern Baptists can expect difficulty 
in trying to enroll new members in 
church program organizations, to witness 
and to win persons to a saving faith in 
Christ in the seventies, but, planners re­
mind, there will never have been a time 
when it was more urgent. O



NEWV
MISSIONARY PERSONNEL

Missionaries Appointed

ana, and was church youth director one 
summer in Tennessee. He was student intern 
at Carver Good Will Center, New Orleans, 
La., for the Home Mission Board 1968-69. 
He served as pastor of Concord Church, 
Pelahatchie, Miss., 1970-72. Expected type 
of service: general evangelism. Eulene Wells

August 1972

ARGENTINA: Robert W. Crockett; 
born: Memphis, Tenn., June 22, 1940. 
Graduate: Ouachita Baptist University; 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

. (M.Div.). He served as church youth direc­
tor for a summer and taught school in 
Arkansas. He has been pastor of three 
churches in Arkansas, and was pastor of 
La Junta Church, Azle, Tex., 1968-72. 
Expected type of service: general evangel­
ism. Annette Perkins Crockett; born: 
Wynne, Ark., April 27, 1943. Graduate: 
Ouachita Baptist University. She taught 

ischool in Arkansas 1966-69 and at Azle 
i 1969-72. Marriage: Jan. 21, 1962. Children: 
Melanie Robinette, Jan. 15, 1963; Michelle 
Diane, Oct. 13, 1967.

practice in West Point, Miss., 1968-70 be­
fore being employed by the Foreign Mis­
sion Board as a special project physician; 
he served at Baptist Hospital, Eku, Nigeria, 
1971-72. Since his return to the U.S., he 
has been in private practice in Hattiesburg, 
Miss. Expected type of service: medical 
evangelism. Alice (Fonce) McPhail McFad- 
deu; born: Tulsa, Okla., Jan. 20, 1939. 
Graduate: University of Southern Missis­
sippi; University of Mississippi School of 
Medicine (certif. M.T.). She has worked as 
a medical technologist at Jackson, Miss., and 
at Galveston. She accompanied her husband 
to Nigeria 1971-72. Marriage: July 27, 
1963. Children: Alice Elizabeth, Mar. 24, 
1965; Rebecca Jane, June 16, 1966; Martha 

Lynn, Aug. 27, 1968. Present address: 2407 
Pearl St., Hattiesburg, Miss. 39401.

ZAMBIA: Cheryl L. Ray; born: Altus,

Smothers; born: Sebring, Fla., Aug. 11, 
1942. Graduate: Clarke Memorial College; 
Union University. She has taught school in 
Mississippi and Louisiana. Marriage: May 
27, 1961. Children: Charles Edward, Jr., 
Sept. 27, 1962; Richard Alan, Sept. 9, 1969; 
Gregory Wayne, July 29, 1971.

Okla., May 10, 1946. Graduate: Amarilio 
College; North Texas 
State University; South­
western Seminary (M.R.E.). 
She served in Amarillo, 
Tex., three summers as a 
counselor at a YWCA 
camp and one summer as 
a park supervisor. She has 
taught school at Amarillo

and Dallas, Tex., and was activities director 
at Cliff Temple Church, Dallas, 1969-71. 
Expected type of service: social work.

1 ETHIOPIA: William D. (BUI) Curp;
I born: Utica, Mo., Jan. 12, 1943. Graduate: 

Southwest Baptist College; Ouachita Baptist 
University; Midwestern Baptist Theological 

: Seminary (M.Div.). He has worked as 
; machinist, mechanic, and service station 
: manager. He has served as interim pastor 
! and pastor in Missouri, including being 

pastor of Browning Church, Turney, Mo., 
| 1970-72. Expected type of service: general 

evangelism. Beverly Stephens Curp; born: 
j Cowgill, Mo., Sept. 15, 1943. Graduate: 
j Southwest Baptist College. She has been 

employed as a professor’s grader and typist 
and as a waitress. Marriage: Sept. 8, 1962. 
Children: Stephanie June, Nov. 23, 1964; 
William Anthony, Feb. 1, 1967; Robin 
Annette, Jan. 15, 1970.

NIGERIA: John W. McFadden, Jr.; 
born: Monroe, La., June 26, 1939; graduate: 
Mississippi State Universtiy; University of 
Mississippi School of Medicine (M.D.). He 
was intern (1965-66) and pediatric resident 
(1966-68) at the University of Texas Medi­
cal Branch Hospitals, Galveston, Tex. In 

j 1967 he was pediatrician with an Australian 
surgical team in a volunteer project in 
Vietnam, under the U.S. Agency for Inter­
national Development. He was in private

MALAWI: Ernest A. Sibley; born: Hous­
ton, Tex., July 2, 1939. Graduate: Univer­
sity of Corpus Christi; Southwestern Semi­
nary (B.D., M.Div.). He has been a 
substitute schoolteacher and was a Home 
Mission Board summer missionary in Okla­
homa in 1959. He has served as pastor of 
three churches in Texas, inciuding Bethany 
Church, Houston, 1967-72. Expected type 
of service: general evangelism. Auttie Aston 
Sibley; bom: Ft. Worth, Tex., April 23, 
1943. She has worked as salesclerk in Ft. 
Worth and Houston. Marriage: Aug. 18, 
1962. Children: Samuel Edward, June 28, 
1964; Alicia Louise, Oct. 21, 1969.

PARAGUAY: Charles E. Smothers; born: 
Memphis, Tenn., June 13, 1939. Graduate: 
Clarke Memorial College; William Carey 
College; New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary (Th.M.). He and Mrs. Smothers 
were summer workers in Shelby County 
Baptist Association, Memphis, in 1962. He 
has taught school in Mississippi and Louisi-

ZAMBIA: Thomas A. (Tom) Waddill; 
born: North Garden, Va., May 9, 1934. 
Graduate: Virginia Polytechnic Institute; 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary 
(B.D.); attended School of Pastoral Care, 
North Carolina Baptist Hospital, Winston- 
Salem. He was a pilot in the U.S. Air Force 
1955-59, stationed in North Carolina, and 
served in the Air Force Reserve 1959-61. 
He was pastor in Virginia 1961-65 and 
from 1965 to 1972 served as music and 
education director for churches in Virginia, 
including Marion Church 1967-72. Ex: 
pected type of service: general evangelism. 
Lucille Howard Waddill; born: Duplin Co., 
N.C., Sept. 15, 1934. Graduate: Highsmith- 
Rainey Memorial Hospital School of Nurs­
ing, Fayetteville, N.C. (certif.); became R.N. 
in N.C. in 1957. She has been a nurse’s 
aide, has served as staff nurse for hospitals 
in Fayetteville and Durham, N.C., and was 
a relief nurse at Smyth County Community 
Hospital, Marion, Va., 1969-72. Marriage: 
Nov. 2, 1957. Children: Thomas Albert, Jr., 
July 10, 1959; Howard King, April 15, 
1964; Sallie Ann, May 28, 1965.

Missionary Associates
Employed August 1972

ZAMBIA: Delos D. Brown; born: Mans­
field, La., Aug. 2, 1933. Graduate: Louisi­
ana State University (B.S., M.S.): University 
of Georgia (Ph.D.). He served in the U.S.

(Continued on page 39)
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FAMILY ALBUM
Current addresses of Foreign Mission Board missionary 

personnel, including emeritus missionaries, are available 
in the Missionary Directory, published quarterly by the 
Board’s Department of Missionary Education. The Direc­
tory is available free on request from the department. 
Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230.

Arrivals from the Field
Amis, Dr. & Mrs. Robert E. (Nigeria). Box 457, 

Taylorsville, Ky. 40071.
Barker, Rev. & Mrs. Herbert W. (Taiwan), 617 

N. Main, Mtn. Grove. Mo. 65711.
Barron, Rev. & Mrs. James R. (Ghana), 12 

Frances St., Newport News, Va. 23601.
Barron, Rev. & Mrs. Thomas O. (Indonesia), 

Box 181, Richton, Miss. 39476.
Boatwright, Rev. & Mrs. Claude S. (Japan), 

6353 Glenridge Dr., Atlanta, Ga. 30328.
Boxley, Robert M. (journ.. Botswana, terminated 

June 30). 124 Mooreland Dr.. Hopkinsville. Ky. 
42240.

Brown, Rev. & Mrs. Ernest E. (Bahamas), 1014 
Atlanta Rd.. Marietta, Ga. 30060.

Bryan. Jo Von (journ., Kenya, terminated June 
30). 6023 Hanson Rd.. Amarillo, Tex. 79106.

Bryan W. Wayne (journ., Togo, terminated June 
30),’4013 W. Solano Dr.. Phoenix, Ariz. 85019.

Bryant, Dr. & Mrs Thurmon E. (5. Brazil), 
Rt. 4, Box 297, Liberty. Mo. 64068.

Burnham, Rev. & Mrs. James L. (Israel), Rt. 1, 
Villa Rica. Ga. 30180.

Carter, Joan (Kenya), Box 333, Madison. Ga. 
30650.

Cherry, Rebecca (journ., Tanzania, terminated 
June 30), Box 356, De Berry, Tex. 75639.

Claxon, Rev. & Mrs. W. Neville (Dahomey), 116 
E. Third St., Frankfort, Ky. 40601.

Darnell, Rev. & Mrs. James (Ivory Coast), 
2341-F W. Pensacola. Tallahassee. Fla. 32304.

Devore, Samuel A. (journ., Kenya, terminated 
June 30), 709 S. Oak. Effingham. Ill. 62401.

Elkins, Jennifer (journ., Nigeria, terminated June 
30), 1831 LeGrand Rd., Columbia. S.C. 29204.

Ernest, Mary Lee (Singapore), 500 Ft. Dale. 
Greenville. Ala. 36037.

Grossman, Rev. & Mrs. Paul H. (Senegal). 3436 
Queen’s Way, Owensboro, Ky. 42301.

Gustman, Ronald P. (journ., Kenya, terminated 
June 30). 1719 Index Ave. NE.. Renton. Wash. 
98055.

Hammett, Rev. & Mrs. J. Hunter (Taiwan), 
4931 S. Broadway, Apt. 110, Tyler, Tex. 75701.

Henson, Carol (Chile), Rt. 1, Box 135, Ooltewah, 
Tenn. 37363.

Hill, Mr. & Mrs. James M. (assoc., Kenya), 
6812-A S. Juanita St., Tampa, Fla. 33616.

Holley, Rev. & Mrs. Herbert H. (Malaysia), 
3304 Fifth Ave., Tuscaloosa, Ala. 35401.

Hoover, Annie (Japan), 3008 E. Fourth St., N. 
Little Rock, Ark. 72114.

Jennings, Grace (journ., Zambia, terminated 
June 30). 8118 Anacortes, Houston, Tex. 77017.

Johnson, Leon R. (journ., Tanzania, terminated 
June 30), 1128 Normandy, Blytheville, Ark. 
72315.

Keathley, Monica (journ.. Ghana, terminated 
June 30), 1100 Kinzer St., Poplar Bluff, Mo. 
63901.

Lachina, Vincent J. (journ., Kenya, terminated 
June 30), 313 Joan Ave., Birmingham. Ala. 
35215.

Lites, Mr. and Mrs. Milton A. (Taiwan), 1903 W. 
Seminary Dr., Ft. Worth, Tex. 76115.

Middleton, Rev. & Mrs. Charles R. (Malawi), 
3206 Samford Ave.. Shreveport. La. 71103.

Mills. Rev. & Mrs. Dottson L. (Jamaica), Cam­
pus Box 1355, Stetson Univ., Deland. Fla. 32720.

Moore, Mr. & Mrs. Dono (assoc., Ghana). Rt. 1. 
Box 285, Dtincan, Okla. 73533.

Musgrave, Rev. & Mrs. James E. (S. Brazil), 
1901 W. Seminary Dr., Ft. Worth. Tex. 76115.

Peacock, Rev. & Mrs. Billy R. (Korea), 3302 
Vincennes Pl., New Orleans. La. 70125.

Phillips, Rev. & Mrs. Marshall (Tanzania), Gen. 
Del., Shelbyville, Ky. 40065.

Plampin, Rev. & Mrs. Richard T. (5. Brazil), 
Golden Gate Bap. Theol. Sem., Strawberry 
Point. Mill Valley. Calif. 94941.

Sounders, Rev. & Mrs. Davis L. (field rep.. East 
& Cent. Africa), Box 583. 2825 Lexington Rd.. 
Louisville, Ky. 40206.

Simoneaux, Mr. & Mrs. Michel S. (Japan). 3427 
Somerset Dr., New Orleans. La. 70114.

Tabor, Dr. & Mrs. Charles G. (Korea). 3911 
Fritz St.. Winston-Salem, N.C. 27104.

Thetford. Rev. & Mrs. Randall L. (Guam), Silver 
Dome Mobile Pk.. Rt. 2. Box 59. Denton. Tex. 
76201.

Wasson. Lynda (journ.. Nigeria, terminated June 
30), 210 Valley View. N. Little Rock, Ark. 
72118.

Wester, Rev. & Mrs. William S. (Malawi), 1014 
F. Powhattan Ave., Tampa. Fla. 33604.

Wigger, Rev. & Mrs. L. David (Vietnam). 429 
Wilson. Liberty, Mo. 64068.

Departures to the Field
Banks. Mr. & Mrs. J. Allison, India.
Bitner, Rev. & Mrs. James H., Chile.
Blankenship, Rev. & Mrs. Harold L. (assoc.). 

Libya.
Bozeman. Betty (journ.), Kenya.
Bradley, Rev. & Mrs. Rolla M., Korea.
Brown, Jerel E. (journ.), Israel.
Brown, Katherine (journ.), Ghana.
Cheser. D. Wayne (journ.). Togo.
Choy, Rev. & Mrs. Samuel. Korea.
Clarke, Dr. & Mrs. Coleman D., Japan. 
Clements, Margaret (journ.), Peru. 
Cluck, Terry W. (journ.), Kenya. 
Cowart, J. Mixon (journ.), Ghana. 
Craigmyle. Rev. & Mrs. James P., Yemen. 
Curlee, Shirley (journ.). Guatemala. 
Emanuel, Rev. & Mrs. B. P.. Japan. 
Faile, George M. (journ.), Korea.
Fielder, Dr. & Mrs. L. Gerald, Japan. 
Firesheets, Elizabeth (journ.). Zambia. 
Fox. Mary P.. Nigeria.
Fray, Dr. & Mrs. Marion G.. Jr., Rhodesia.
Gaventa, Dr. & Mrs. William C. (spec. proj. dr.). 

Nigeria.
Gordon, Vickie Lynn (journ.), Malawi.
Graves. C. Dudley (journ.), Italy.
Green, Rev. & Mrs. Urban L.. Ghana. 
Gwathmey. Ellen (journ.), Japan.
Hall. Mr. & Mrs. Robert L.. Jr. (journ.), Kenya. 
Halsell, Thomas E., Jr. (journ.), Macao. 
Harnage, Elizabeth (journ.), Mexico.
Harrell. Rev. & Mrs. Ralph W., Kenya.
Harris, Emogene, Nigeria.
Henderson, Ronald D. (journ.), Austria.
Hines, James F. (journ.), Ghana.
Hogue, Dr. & Mrs. LeRoy B., Taiwan.
Hope, Rev. & Mrs. Ben E., S. Brazil- 
Hopkins, Patricia (journ.), Philippines. 
Hunt, Susan (journ.), Malawi.
Ichter, Rev. & Mrs. William H.. S. Brazil.
Isbell. Marcia (journ.), Hong Kong.
Kellum, Douglas L. (journ.), Vietnam. 
Kirkpatrick, Rev. & Mrs. Vance C.. Kenya. 
Klein. Elizabeth (journ.), Tanzania.
Leggett, John L. (journ.), Togo.
Lidholm. Elaine (journ.), Kenya.
Lockhart, Mary Guy (journ.), Rhodesia. 
McCann. Rodney E. (journ.), Belgium. 
McCullough, John E. (journ.), Tanzania. 
McMannis. Mr. & Mrs. E. Leo (journ.), Botswana. 
McNealy, Rev. & Mrs. Walter B.. S. Brazil. 
Marchiando, Frances (journ.), Ecuador.
Marler, Mr, & Mrs. L. Parkes, Guam.
Masaki. Rev. & Mrs. Tomoki, Japan.
Masters. Helen. Nigeria.
Meredith, Sue Ann (journ.), Peru.
Milby, Joanna (journ.). Eq. Brazil.
Miller, Mr. & Mrs. E. Wesley (assoc.. radio-TV 

rep., Europe & Middle East). Switzerland.
Miller. Gary D. (journ.), Tanzania.
Mixson, Daniel J. (journ.), Indonesia.
Morton. Kathy (journ.), Peru.
Mote, Darrel W. (journ.). Philippines. 
Musen. Mr. & Mrs. James D., Kenya. 
Newman. Diane (journ.). Colombia. 
Owens, Mr. & Mrs. J. T.. Mexico. 
Panjic. Lucile (journ.). Hong Kong. 
Pearson. Faye, Taiwan.
Pegram. Linda (journ.), Vietnam.
Perry, Martha (journ.), Rhodesia.
Quick, Dr. & Mrs. Oswald J., Taiwan.
Ramsey, Mary Anne (journ.), Korea.
Reeves, Linda (journ.), Argentina.
Ricketson. Mr. & Mrs. Samuel A.. Taiwan. 
Runyan. Dr. & Mrs. Farrell. Senegal.
Sheppard. R. Gerald (journ.), Kenya.
Shurling, Rebecca (journ.), Korea.
Stephens. Martha (journ.), Mexico.
Stephenson, James L. (journ.), Kenya.
Taylor, Pamela (journ.), Eq. Brazil.
Tennison. Dr. & Mrs. Gravson C.. Portugal.
Tesseneer. Susan (journ.), N. Brazil.
Townsend. John M. (journ.), Korea.
Turner. C. Edwin. Jr. (journ.), Okinawa.
Tyler, Phyllis (journ.), Vietnam.
Wales. Beverly (journ.), Honduras.
Watson, Rev. & Mrs. James D. (appointed for 

Mexico). Costa Rica.
Watts. Harriet (journ.). Tanzania.
Wheeler. Rev. & Mrs. S. Wavne. Honduras. 
Williams. Brenda (journ.), N. Brazil.
Williams, Marv Ruth (journ.), Philippines. 
Worthy, Rev. & Mrs. Charles C.. Israel.
Wright. Andrew C. (journ.), Vietnam.

Transfers
Deane. Gary T. (journ.). Eq. Brazil to N. Brazil. 

Aug. 1.
Frierson. Rev. & Mrs. Leon R. (assoc.). Japan 

to Ghana. June 27.
Fuller, Rev. & Mrs. Ronald W.. Vietnam to 

Hong Kong. Aug. 15.

Resignations
Benefield. Dr. & Mrs. Leroy (Philippines). July

Cowherd. Rev. Charles P. (Hong Kong). July 29.

Fisher, Mr. & Mrs. Maury J. (Thailand), Sept.

Garrett, Rev. & Mrs. Marvin L. (Rhodesia) 
June 30.

Richardson, Mr. & Mrs. Shelly P. (Philippines) 
July 31.

Spurgeon, Rev. & Mrs. Harlan E. (Taiwan) 
July 31. ' '

Walker, Rev. & Mrs. Richard E. (Eq. Brazil). 
Aug. 31.

Missionary Orientation
The following new missionary personnel (listed 

below with the name of the country for which 
they have been appointed or employed) may be 
addressed during the period through mid-December 
at: Missionary Orientation Center, Pine Mountain, 
Ga. 31822.
Ashley. Rev. & Mrs. Clinton M. (S. Brazil). 
Bostick, Rev. & Mrs. Ronnie K. (Uganda). 
Brown, Mr. & Mrs. Delos D. (assoc., Zambia). 
Burnes, Rev. & Mrs. Norman N. Ill (Israel). 
Coad, Rev. & Mrs. Norman L. (Nigeria). 
Cohen. Martha (Mrs. Charlton L.) (assoc., Taiwan). 
Crockett, Rev. & Mrs. Robert W. (Argentina). 
Curp, Rev. & Mrs. William D. (Ethiopia). 
Dane, Rev. & Mrs. Clifford H. (N. Brazil). 
Gary, Rev. & Mrs. Alvin L. (Leeward Islands). 
Harms, Dr. & Mrs. W. David (Honduras). 
Holloway, Rev. & Mrs. Ralph W. (Japan). 
Jones, Rev. & Mrs. J. Randall (Paraguay). 
Key, Mr. & Mrs. Michael H. (Togo). 
Kinnison, Rev. & Mrs. Jack W., Jr. (Laos). 
Kirkpatrick, Rev. & Mrs. Thomas D. (Bangladesh). 
Long. Rev. & Mrs. Charles P. (Belgium). 
Long, Rev. & Mrs. J. Shannon (Chile).
Moye, Rev. & Mrs. Jerry E. L. (Hong Kong). 
Norwood, Rev. & Mrs. John V. (Indonesia). 
Park, Rev. & Mrs. James A. (Liberia). 
Partin, Rev. & Mrs. Duane B. (Eq. Brazil). 
Ray. Cheryl (Zambia).
Reynolds, Rev & Mrs. W. Raymond (assoc., 

Belgium).
Sibley, Rev. & Mrs. Ernest A. (Malawi).
Sieben mann. Mr. & Mrs. Paul C. (Dominican 

Rep.).
Smothers, Rev. & Mrs. Charles E. (Paraguay). 
Tillinghast, Dr. & Mrs. Jon D. (Yemen). 
Waddill, Rev. & Mrs. Thomas A. (Zambia). 
Wallace, Rev. & Mrs. David R. (Uganda). 
Yarbrough. Rev. & Mrs. Teddy E. (Guatemala).

Births and Adoptions
Bateman, Lari Lane, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. 

Dallas L. Bateman (Kenya), July 21.
Key. Micah Lawrence, son of Mr. & Mrs. Mike 

H. Key (Togo). Aug. 23.
Tidenberg, Trisa Lee. daughter of Rev. & Mrs. 

James G. Tidenberg (Kenya), July 19.

Deaths
Burnett, Dr. Sibley, father of Mary (Mrs. Treni 

C.) Butler (Switzerland). Aug. 21. Nashville. 
Tenn.

Dodd. Dr. Albert, father of Dorothy (Mrs. Deaver 
M.) Lawton (Taiwan). July 31, Taipei, Taiwan. 

Hawkins, Lou Ellen (Mrs. Thomas B.) (enter., 
Argentina). Aug. 16, Rosario, Argentina.

Hays, Sam W., father of George H. Hays (Japan). 
Aug. 15, Kahoka, Mo.

Ingouf, Ann Catherine, daughter of Rev. & Mrs. 
John E. Ingouf (Indonesia), Aug. 9, Kcdiri, 
Indonesia.

Legg, Mary (Mrs. L. Gene) (Nigeria), Aug. 9. 
Mt. Pleasant. Tex.

Mayhall, Nathaniel G.. father of Rev. David N. 
Mayhall (Nigeria), Aug. 19.

Pierce, Dr. Ethel M. (emer., China), Aug. 8. 
Savoy, Tex.

Robinson, Jay A., father of Ann (Mrs. Hubert 
A.) Fox (Thailand). Aug. 16. Nevada. Mo.

Marriages
Cowherd, Rev. Charles P. (Hong Kong), to 

Margaret Handscome. July 29. Yorkshire, Eng­
land.

Crane, John Earls, son of Rev. & Mrs. Janies D.
Crane (Mexico), to Nancy Rightmer, Aug. 20.

Cross, Elizabeth Ruth, daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Eugene M. Cross (Philippines), to Blake Eugene 
Paul Brewton. July I. San Antonio, Tex.

Heiss, Paula Joyce, daughter of Rev. & Mrs.
Donald R. Heiss (Japan), to John David Fox. 
Aug. 24, Shawnee, Okla.

Hurst, Daniel Edward, son of Rev. & Mrs. 
Harold E. Hurst (Honduras), to Marcia Jean 
Hayes. July 29. Liberty. Mo.

Riddell. Joe Roy. son of Rev. & Mrs. Gerald 
F. Riddell (Chile), to Carol Estelle Obenhaus. 
Aug. 12. Friendswood. Tex.

Tennison. Laura Jane, daughter of Dr. & Mrs. 
Grayson C. Tennison (Portugal), to Bruce 
Pierce. Aug. 13, Ft. Worth. Tex.

Degrees Conferred
Damon. Wi'liam J. (S. Brazil), received the 

doctor of religious education degree from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Ft 
Worth. Tex., in absentia. July 21.

THE COMMISSION



In IHemoriam
LOU ELLEN COMBS HAWKINS

Bom Randolph Co., Ala., Nov. 29, 1896
Died Rosario, Argentina, Aug. 16, 1972

Mrs. Thomas B. Hawkins, emeritus 
missionary to Argentina, died in Ro­
sario, Argentina, Aug. 16 at the age of 
75. She had taken a medical retire­
ment in Argentina in 1963 due to her 
ill health. Although confined to her 
home by illness for several years prior 

to retirement, she 
continued her witness 
for Christ to the peo­
ple who visited her. 
Her husband died in 
1964.

Appointed by the 
Foreign Mission Board 
in 1921, Mrs. Haw­
years in Argentina,

first at Rafaela, where her husband 
was stationed as a field missionary. She 
helped in a good will center and led 
in organizing Baptist women’s work 
in Rafaela.

In 1939 she and her husband moved 
to Rosario, where she subsequently 
served as director and teacher in the 
Baptist women’s training school. The 
couple moved to Buenos Aires in 1952 
to teach in the InternationalI Baptist 
Theological Seminary, and returned to 
Rosario in 1956.

Mrs. Hawkins is survived by three 
daughters and a son.

ETHEL MARGARET PIERCE
Born Chinkiang, China, Mar. 24, 1893

Died Savoy, , Tex., Aug. 8, 1972
Dr. EthelI Pierce, emeritus medical1 

missionary to China, died Aug. 8 at t 
a nursing home in Savoy, Tex. She 
was 79.

She was born in Chinkiang, China, 
of Southern Baptistt missionary parents, 
the late Rev. and Mrs. L. W. Pierce, 

but t spentt much of herr 
childhood in Yang­
chow (later called 
Kiangtu). She at­
tended the Woman’s 
College of Richmond, 
Va. (now Westhamp­
ton College of the 
University of Rich­

mond), Baylor: University, Waco, Tex., 
and the University of Texas , Medical I 
Branch, Galveston, and graduated from 
Baylorr University r College of Medicine, 
Dallas, Tex. (now located in Houston, 
Tex.), with the doctorr of medicine 
degree.

Dr. Pierce was appointed1 by the 5 
Foreign1 Mission> Board in 1920. She5 
did medical-evangelistic work in Kiang- 
tu I until 1 she was 9 interned 1 by the 
Japanese early/ in 1 Worldi Warr II. Re- 
patriated1 in i 1942, she did nott returnn 
to ) China 1 after r the war. She retiredI in i 
1958.

New Missionary Personnel
(Continued from page 37)

Air Force 1956-60, stationed in Texas, 
Florida, Montana, Japan, and Taiwan. He 
was research associate at Louisiana State 
University 1960-63, and senior scientist in 
food research for a food processing firm at 
Oakbrook, 111., 1963-68. Expected type of 
service: agricultural evangelism. Wanda 
Smith Brown; born: Baton Rouge, La., May 
8, 1940. She has been employed as a sales­
clerk. Marriage: Jan. 18, 1959. Children: 
Cherri Ann, Aug. 9, 1960; Bruce Lane, 
Sept. 16, 1962; Robin Lynn, Jan. 12, 1966.

TAIWAN; Martha Collier (Mrs. Charlton 
L.) (Cohen;born: Toccoa, Ga., Mar. 19. 
1962. Graduate: Armstrong Junior College 
of Savannah (now Armstrong State College) 
(A.A., B.A.). She has done secretarial work 

and from 19500 to o 19600 
was employed by a Savan­
nah, Ga., firm as clerk, 
typist, and stenographer. 
She was on the staff of the 
Georgia Department of 
Labor at the Savannah 
Manpower Center 1961-72, 
typist ngand is stenographer. claims taker, in Styhpeiswt, vi aonnd thsetesntaofgfraopfhtehre. 

ment interviewer, SGheeorwgaias € onDtehpearsttmafefnotf thoef 
officer. MarriageLGaeboorgriaat DtheepartmSaevnatnnaohf 
band, a flight en Manpower1 Center 1961-72, 
National Guard, pw ,
claimstaker Alintwerovrikeiwnigng asclercko,nteinmgpelnocyy- 
cmlaeinmtsinttearkveire,weirn,tearnvdiewseilnegctiocnlerakn,d‘ employ 
ment interviewer, and selection and referral

BELGIUM: W. Raymond Reynolds; 
born: Lexington, Ky., July 11, 1931. Gradu­
ate: University of Florida; Southern Baptistt 
TheologicalI Seminary (B.D. and furtherr 
study). He worked two summers (1948, 
1949)) as a staffer att Ridgecrest t (N.C.)) Bap- 
tistt Assembly (now Conference Center). He 
served in the U.S. Navy 1951-54, stationed 
in Maryland and Virginia. He was assistantt 
pastorr of a chapel1 in Kentucky and served 
1959-68 as pastor: of churches in Indiana,

Daughter of Missionaries Dies
Ann Ingouf, 11-year-old daughter- of Mr. 

and Mrs. John E. Ingouf, missionaries to 
Indonesia, died in Kediri, Indonesia, Augustt 
9 following an extendedi illness. The family 
hadi been living nearr the Baptistt hospital I 
in Kedirii since lastt February, when Ann’s 
illnesss was s diagnosed as a malignancyl of 
the lymph system. They moved to Kediri i 
from Bandung, where Mr. andi Mrs. Ingouf, 
appointed I in 1960, were engaged1 in publi- 
cation1 and i promotioni work.

Besidess herr motherr and father, Ann iss 
survived by/ two sisters, Susan, 14, and1 
Julie, 5, and 1ai brother, Johni David, 9. Herr 
missionaryI aunt, Mrs. Glenni L. Hix, servess 
in Taiwan.

In Nemoriam
MARY LEIGH ANDERSON LEGG

Born DeKalb, Tex., Jan. 5, 1930
Died Mt. Pleasant, Tex., Aug. 9, 1972

Mrs. L. Gene Legg, 42, missionary 
to Nigeria, died Aug. 9 in a Mt. Pleas­
ant, Tex., hospital. She had suffered 
from a brain tumor since late 1970.

Legg and their three 
19, Lloyd, 15, and 

Leigh, nearly 7—had 
resided in Mt. Pleas­
ant since early last 
year, when they re­
turned to the States 
because of her illness.

The Leggs, ap­
pointed by the For­
eign Mission Board in

Mr. and Mrs. 
children—Beth,

1956, were assigned to Baptist Hospital[ 
in Kontagora from 1960 to 1970. They 
left only when a personnel shortage 
made necessary the hospital’s closing. 
A registered nurse, Mrs. Legg was 
hospital matron, nursing instructor, 
and pharmacist. Legg served as busi­
ness manager and maintenance super­
visor.

Mrs. Legg held the B.A. degree from 
Baylor University, Waco, Tex., and 
the B.S. degree from Baylor’s nursing 
school. Before missionary appointmentt 
she was nursing supervisor and instruc­
tor at the hospital[ in which she died.

Florida, and Georgia, before becoming 
pastor of the English-language Neckar Val­
ley Church, Sindelfingen, Germany, 1968­
71. He was interim pastor in Indiana 1971­
72. Expected type of service: English- 
language pastorate. Helen Moses Reynolds; 
born: Orlando, Fla., Mar. 15, 1935. Gradu­
ate: University of Florida; Southern Semi­
nary (M.R.E.). She served with a Baptistt 
Studentt Union revivalI team the summer of 
1956, and was children’s director for■a 
Baptist : chapel 1 in Kentucky. She has taughtt 
schoolI in Kentucky and Florida and att 
Nelligen American School, Stuttgart, Ger­
many (1968-71).Marriage:;eJunene 13,3, 1959. 
Children: William Raymond, Jr., June 17, 
1961; Charles5 EEdmond, July 31, 1962; 
Ruth Elizabeth, Mar. 117,1966.

AllI these new missionary^ personnel, ex- 
ceptt jorr Dr. and Mrs. McFadden, are cur- 
rentlyv attending missionary orientationi and 
untilI Dec. 15 mayV be addressed att Mission- 
ary^ Orientationi CCenter, Pine Mounta in,i, 
Ga. 31822.

Professor Assists Professors
LeRoyI Ford, on leave from the faculty 

of Southwestern Baptistt Theological1 Semi­
nary, Ft. Worth, Texas, isi teaching pro- 
fessors8 of ' the Venezuelan Baptistt Theologi- 
cal1 Seminary, located att LosS Teques, how 
to) prepare programmed materialss to3 train1 
laymen in1 evangelism techniques. The cur­
riculum will1 be used in eightt study< centerss 
in1 Venezuela1 to3 provide5 seminary/ trainingg 
to1 laymen1 where5 they/ live.
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A Healthy View

W
 HAT are the signs of health for a church? An exhaus­
tive answer to the question might well require enough 
pages to make a large book. But we can at least make brief 
reference here to a few of those signs.

In this editor's opinion, there is a pervading atmosphere of 
joy in a healthy New Testament church. The gospel of Jesus 
Christ, for those who have believed it, brings soul-filling 
gratitude and a song to the heart. A church that has lost 
its radiance at this point needs to cry out, member by mem­
ber and collectively, with Psalmist David, “Restore unto me 
[and unto us] the joy of thy salvation.” Never should an 
unbeliever attend one of our church services without an im­
pression that he has been among some of the happiest people 
in the world.

But that same unbeliever needs also to have discovered 
that those happy people punctuate their joy with evidence of 
concern for his need of God’s redemption.

Perhaps this is inevitable in a church that truly overflows 
with praise and thanksgiving to God for his reconciling grace. 
In such a fellowship the Holy Spirit can move with great 
power and can do wonders. There are churches like this. 
Their witness and ministries are dynamic and fruitful both in 
the local community and to the ends of the earth.

These signs of health appear only where the Bible and 
prayer are the basic daily diet. Malnutrition and starvation 
are the only alternatives for any group of people that would 
turn to another source for their light.

The signs of health thus far cited are those identifying a 
church that is committed to the fullest possible outreach of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. The Great Commission is a thrill­
ing challenge, not an obligatory drain. Such churches are 
constantly challenging themselves to do more than ever to

reach the world with the message of Christ.
Within the fellowship of Southern Baptist churches there 

is a plan for worldwide mission support that has proved 
what healthy, vibrant churches can do together. Their joy 
in the Lord has been demonstrated across the years in a 
voluntary sharing of resources for world missions, making 
possible the greatest missionary force ever supported by a 
denomination of free and independent churches. It is called 
the Cooperative Program.

There always have been thousands of churches in the 
Southern Baptist Convention that, on their own, could never 
have sent or supported a missionary overseas. Yet they have 
been doing just that through the Cooperative Program. Their 
gifts channeled to missions in this manner are every bit as 
significant as the larger sums directed into this same support 
stream by churches with large memberships. This fellowship 
of giving has been beautiful to behold through the years.

To the signs of health already cited we would add another. 
It will appear for the church that joyfully decides to channel 
a larger proportion of its total budget into world missions 
through the Cooperative Program. Never has our witness and 
ministry through foreign missions been more urgent. The 
year ahead presents the largest challenge ever for more mis­
sionaries and for intensified effort overseas. We believe that 
Southern Baptists will meet that challenge, over and above 
what is required to offset the massive drain of worldwide 
inflation.

Our assurance of the greatest response ever through the 
Cooperative Program is that God’s power can move his 
churches. He can lead them into such measures of liberality 
that their joy will overflow.

They Didn't Know
During the month of July we received two letters that 

caused us to wonder. One was from the aunt of a foreign 
missionary now serving in South America. She said, “For 
some time I have been trying to find out where I might get 
The Commission magazine, but no one seems to know.” 
She then described a rather extensive effort on her part just 
to find someone who knew what to suggest.

The missionary relative came to the States on a short 
furlough and visited with this aunt. Not until then did our 
inquirer receive the information needed. She had sought it 
from various members of a number of nearby Southern 
Baptist chuches. She commented that among all the persons 
she queried not a one knew of The Commission.

The other letter came from a man who lives in an area 
that has a high concentration of Southern Baptist churches. 
Identifying himself as a member of the First Baptist Church 
in a large city, he stated, “We have the Lottie Moon Offering 
once a year and an occasional speaker from the foreign field, 
but I know nothing of what our missions are doing.”

Both letters were typewritten and indicated that their au­
thors are persons who are alert but want to be better informed

about their involvement in missions. We wonder how many 
more there are like these two.

Two suggestions immediately come to mind. One is that 
the pastor might do or say whatever is necessary to make 
his congregation aware that such a magazine as this exists 
and is available on the basis of subscription. We will gladly 
send sample copies to any church in order that the members 
may know how well informed they can be about their over­
seas outreach through foreign missions.

The second suggestion is that every church library have in 
its periodical section at least one copy of the current issue of 
The Commission. This is the one magazine devoted entirely 
to reporting developments on Southern Baptist foreign mis­
sion fields. No other arrangement is likely to afford such an 
opportunity for numerous persons to have access to a single 
copy of any periodical.

If your church library is not receiving The C o m mAission, 
perhaps you can encourage the librarian to make it a priority 
item immediately.

The subscription rate is only $1.50 a year, $2.75 for two 
years, and $3.50 for three years.
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Resolution Released in Israel
The text of a resolution against anti- 

Semitism was released recently by South- 
;rn Baptist missionaries in Israel. The 
resolution, denouncing anti-Semitism as 
a sin against Christ,” as “a sin against 

the Jewish people,” and as “a denial of 
ihe spirit and teaching of Jesus,” was 
adopted some weeks earlier by the Bap­
tist Mission in Israel, officially called the 
Baptist Convention in Israel.

The resolution was not released earlier 
pending ratification by Baptist churches, 
institutions, and officials in Israel, ex­
plained Missionary Dwight L. Baker, 
chairman of the Mission’s resolutions 
committee. Although many Baptist bod­
ies and individuals have signed, some 
have yet to take action, Baker said, but 
the Mission decided to announce the 
resolution without further delay.

Baker said the 29 Southern Baptist 
missionaries assigned to Israel hope that 
the resolutions, “which firmly express 
the solidarity of the local Baptist body 
and its sponsoring church body in the 
United States with the Jewish people, 
will mark a new milestone in positive, 
reciprocal, Jewish-Baptist life encounters.

“Even more,” he continued, “we hope 
that these resolutions will help open the 
way for an activated deeper fellowship 
between the people of our closely re­
lated faiths.”

MOVING?
Moving to a new 

address? Let The 
Commission know so 
we can keep your 
magazine coming to 
you every month.

Paste the address 
label from the current 
issue of The Commis­
sion in the space 
provided. Fill in your 
new address and 
mail to:

Editor
The Commission 

Box 6597 
Richmond, Va. 23230

Allow six weeks 
for change of ad­
dress. (If label is not 
available, be sure to 
send your old ad­
dress, including zip 
code.)

(Please

Name----------------------------------

NEW Address -------- ------------- -

City ------------------------------------

State ----------------—ZiP---------
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.. . Miis3s3iio3n1s5UJpFddaa tea

For agricultural1 rehabilitationn inn BANGLAD" ESH, , $10,000 was appropriatedJ by the s For- 
eigni Missionn Boardd inn September. The> amount: "iss a partial1 reply/ "to a requestt from our 
missionariess forr $200,000 inn addit ional1 money forr rehabilitationr,"^saidd J. D. HUGHEY, , 
FMB secretary/ for- Europea and thea Middlea East. Since2 February the5 Boardd has votedd 
$116,4993 for2r(elieff inn Bangladesh, , follow । ingg other" amounts approvedi for ' thatt purpose2 
la=sty ear. Other thousands ofF dollarss ini special1 giftss have3 been forwarded'd by the2 Board1
to) missionariesS in1 Ba"ngladesh1 for”rIelieff work. Hughey calleddm issionaries' 1 workc ini vil-
lagea reconstruct ioni "one ofF thej most significantt project s Baptists have ever engagedd in.""

. The Board3 also3 voted3 $5,0005 for2 flooddr ' eliefF in i KOREA and formally/ approvedi 
an earlierr appropriat ioni ofF $5,000) for flood3r : eliefF in 1 the3 PHILIPPIN ' ES.

Baptizedj in1 a stream near HWACH0N, SOUTH KOREA, were 502 soldiersS of 2 the Republic 
of Korea. All1 had completed a study courseJ ledi by Chaplaini SHIN NUNGH0NG, the3 only 
R0K chaplaini representingg Korean Baptistt churches. . . . Baptistt Hospital1 in1 GAZA has 
opened the only full-timea physical1 therapy f [ acility/ for both in patients and outpat ientss 
ini Gaza. The unit; can care f or 50 patient I s a day.

During j a three-day agri cultureaf : airr ini LUSAKA, ZAMBIA, 5,200 persons signedd up at 
the Bapt"ist : Missioni of"Zambia booth f or the iinittial1 Bible3 Way Correspondence School1 
Course, "Who I i s Jesus?"" Cumulative enrollm ent in1 the school,, begun in1 1965, has passed 
24,000. Of this number 60 percent are activej students who have continued study beyond 
the initial1 course, which iis free. SinceJ students of ten share their books with others,, 
itis impossiblea to know exactly how many persons have used the ma ! te ’ rials.

The NEW YORK-base'd Anti-Defamation League of B'naii B'rithn has praised the Baptistt 
Convention of I SRAEL'S resolut ioni denouncing anti-Semitism.

JAMES IRWIN, Apollo 15 astronaut, , now in a full-ti me> program of Christian1 witness­
ing, will1 traveli as a Foreign Mission Board emissary to severali ASIAN and PACIFIC 
countries this fall. He willi traveli with JOSEPH B. UNDERWOOD, Board consultant in 
evangelism and church development, who willi be meeting with Baptists overseas in con­
nection with the World Mission of Reconciliation through Jesus Christ. Irwin is also 
to visitt the MIDDLE EAST in December and BRAZIL and AFRICA early next year.

Journals and lett ! ers of GEORGE C. PEARCY, second foreign miissionary appointed by 
Southern Bapttists, have been given to the Jenkins Library at Foreign Mission Board head­
quarters by MRS. J. R. TANKARD, great-granddaughter of the Pearcys, and by MISS EVELYN 
PEARCY, granddaughter of the couple. The Pearcys served in CHINA 1845-55.

One year after making sweeping changes in strategy, , the INDONESIAN Bap I tist Mission 
(organization of missionaries) met to review results thus far. With the phasing out of 
M■ission subsidy to local churches, there were many reports of Indonesian Baptists meet­
ing the challenge of self : -support. In the plan for expansion of theological training to 
include extension centers along with a resident seminary, students now enrolled at the 
SEMARANG campus are being graduated on an accelerated schedule. Several faculty members 
have been reassigned to other citi : es and are preparing to open extension centers.

In the first meeting' since the Association of INDONESIAN BapItist Churches was formed 
in July 1971, th'e group 1 's full executive committee projected several plans, including 
the associiation's first triennial convention, set for next January.

The European Bap!tist Federation Council held its biennial meeting in NOVI SAD, YUGO­
SLAVIA, the first time such a large number of Bap I tists have met in an Eastern European 
country for an international business meeting. CLAUS MEISTER, professor at Bap:tist Theo 
logical Seminary, RUSCHLIK0N, SWITZERLAND, was elected president for a two-year term.


