























FEBRUARY 1973

Christian residents
painted this cross
near their door

in hope Pakistani
soldiers would
leave them alone.

proved a constitution, providing
for a new election in March. Under
this arrangement the disparity be-
tween democracy and socialism
must be worked out, for what is
sought is a socialistic democracy.
As a member of the constitutional
drafting committee explained it,
the people want democratic rights
and a socialist economic system.

3. The third principle is social-
ism. Explained Tajuddin Ahmed,
finance minister: “The definition of
socialism in all countries and in all
ages is the same—the socialization
of the means of production.” This
involves bringing many major in-
dustries under government owner-
ship, limiting sale of goods consid-
ered luxuries, and assigning high
priority to agricultural and labor
issues.

It is stressed that the intention is
not to have Chinese or Russian
socialism, but democratic socialism
suited to this country. Government
leaders feel the people will have to
be educated to be socialist-minded,
so they will accept collective owner-
ship.

The major opposition party, Na-
tional Awami Party, insists that the

government must guarantee food,
clothing, medicine, shelter, educa-
tion, and employment for everyone.
The position of the opposition
leader, Maulana Bhashani, is for
Islamic socialism.

Meanwhile, prices in the bazaar
spiral upward, and unrest mounts.
This provides a breeding ground
for the Communist “line,”” and
many feel that Communists will be
a major threat in the March elec-
tions, if they can form an alliance
of the various Communist factions.

4. Secularism, to quote acting
President Syed Nazrul Islam during
the early days of independence, is
“absolute religious freedom.” It
does not mean the absence of re-
ligion, but assures all religious
groups full freedom to worship in
their houses of worship. However,
this does not mean an ‘“open
sesame’’ for conversion to other
faiths. Bangladesh is still almost
totally Muslim and intends to stay
that way.

In the past, however, Islam was
the one common bond between the
two wings of Pakistan. That Is-
lamic brotherhood has been de-
famed, and many people now have

Old and new: behind temporary tent shelter can be seen a newly completed house.













































































































