





















































Belgium one of its mission fields.
A federation committee helps to
foster development of Baptist
work. Included on the committee
are representatives of Baptists in
France, Germany, and Holland,
three neighboring countries with
relatively stronger Baptist groups.

To promote this work more
efficiently, the federation some two
years ago established an “interior
mission,” a kind of home missions
committee, headed by Wood.

“It is a twofold effort,” Wood
explained. “First, it's an effort to
establish new work on a firm
basis. Second, it is to help the
churches become more aware and
concerned for missions within their
own areas, as well as elsewhere.

"Most of the financial support
for the interior mission program
comes from outside the country—
a good bit from the (SBC) Foreign
Mission Board, some from other
groups, and a considerable amount
from other areas of Europe, par-
ticularly the European Baptist
Convention (English-language).”

There also has been the beginning
of support from local churches
within Belgium. The eventual goal
would be for complete support
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from within the country.

The interior mission sponsors
three mission posts. One is in
Brussels, a sprawling metropolis
of one and one-fourth million
people. Other than the English-
language church, Baptist work in
Brussels related to the Baptist
union is represented by a single
mission of perhaps 15 members.

Two other missions are in
eastern Belgium, in areas formerly
German-language and where much
German is still spoken. The Ger-
man Baptist Union financially
supports one of these missions
and also has enlisted a couple
through its “Time for God"”” pro-
gram. Under this plan, Baptist
laymen go into new mission areas,
give their time to pioneer mission
projects, and work to support
themselves. German Baptists
carry on this program within their
own borders and were willing
to extend it into Belgium.

Also in the eastern section, a
pioneer mission has sprung up
from almost nothing in Malmady.
A young pastor sponsored by
the interior mission is now working
there.

Another task of the interior
mission is to oversee use of a
large tent, donated to Belgian
Baptists a few years ago by the
English-language convention. The
tent is used for evangelistic cam-
paigns, primarily in summer.

The interior mission is a “‘fledgling
thing that has a long way to go
before it can fly,” said Wood,
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“but there is the potential for it
to move on its own. “It's encourag-
ing to see the way others have
responded toward trying to help
get it off the ground.”

In other evangelical efforts
besides that of Baptists, “There
are many matters stirring,”” acknowl-
edged Wood. “Other denomina-
tions are sponsoring meaningful
programs.” He cited as examples
the Assemblies of God Teen
Challenge, “which has far outgrown
the limitations of one denomina-
tion,” and Campus Crusade,
which has launched a major effort
in Belgium. “Some other de-
nominations are intensifying their
activity in outreach,” Wood added.

“There is an openness. The
country is officially listed as 95
percent Catholic, but young people
working with an interdenomina-
tional organization to cover the
nation with a visit or a tract found
a receptiveness not only on the
part of the people, but also by
the Catholic clergy.

“There is a climate conducive to
outreach,” declared Wood.
“Whether we can capitalize on
it remains to be seen, but it is
encouraging just to know there
is an openness.”

The report on Baptists in Belgium
cannot yet use impressive numbers.
But in potential and quality, there
are signs of hope. The Baptists
at work there do not want
sympathy. They would like
enlightened interest that would
result in prayer support.

Even if the five laymen meeting
for Bible study at Nivelles are the
exception rather than the rule,
where there is such sincere interest
and growing understanding, a
spirit of outreach should not be far
behind. T
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