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Before moving to Portugal she
taught Hebrew and Greek in a
Congregationalist theological
seminary in Brazil.

A sign of encouragement for
the woman professor is the fact
that in 1972, for the first time,
women were enrolled at the
Portuguese seminary. In fact, two
of the six students are women.

The enrollment of women, she
feels, ““is a big step forward,
because our interest, our need in
Portugal is not just for pastors.
We need many workers—those
who can help in the field of religious
education.” The enrolling of
women students “‘is the first step
to help supply this need.”

She senses no hesitance on
the part of Baptist women in
Portugal to become fully involved
in church work.

““As far as the women are con-
cerned,” she declares, “‘they
have a great interest in their
church participation and denomi-
national life and are very active.
In our churches the women’s work
is perhaps the most developed
of any area, and women are very
interested in the work.”

Neither does she identify any
reluctance on the part of churches
to allow women to serve in places
of responsibility.

““We have women in our churches
in Portugal who are church
treasurers and secretaries and
who hold other responsibilities
in church organization,” she
reports.

In addition, ”’l don’t see anything
wrong with a woman speaking in
the church,” she replies to a
question. “/I've been preaching
ever since | was converted. There
was no pastor in our area. A
mission met in our home, and
either my father or | or my
mother or some of the other
laymen in our community would
do the speaking. This was true
not only in our home but also
in other homes there.

“Everytime we had a service,
some of us would be preaching.
So | don't find it strange.”

Even the question of ordination
does not faze her.

“l don’t see anything wrong with

ordination for anybody who has a
specific call for their task,” she
begins. ““As far as my being a
woman pastor, only in the case of
extreme necessity would | agree
to such a thing; | wouldn’t like it,
though.

“Frankly, | feel perfect liberty to
go into the pulpit to speak.

“There are many young women
who have prepared themselves,
who are working and doing the
work that a man would do, and
doing it just as well. As far as | know,
I’'ve done everything that a man
would do, except preside at the
Lord’s Supper and conduct
baptisms.”

Her reflections are neither forced
nor beligerent. They seem to come
naturally and openly in answer to
questions. She is herself, and she
does what she has been trained to
do where she feels God has led her.

She noticed no lack of acceptance
when her classes were all male. She
shrugs off the inquiry as though
the possibility had never even
occurred to her. “If there is any
negative feeling at all, | haven't
been aware of it,”” she says matter
of factly.

“We must be realistic,” she
comments concerning her hope for
the seminary’s future. “The field
is small; Baptist work is small; the
group of young people is small.
Our hope would be that the ones
God has called, who are now
preparing themselves in secondary
education, would finish and come
on to the seminary, so that we can
have a group large enough to

supply the needs of the churches.”
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