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IN THE NORTHERN part of
Patagonia, the designation for the
southern area of Argentina, the port
and resort town of Puerto Madryn lies
nestled on the Atlantic coast nearly
1,000 miles from Buenos Aires, the
capital. Baptist work in Puerto Madryn
began in 1972 with the help of a group
ol young people, the assignment of a
Southern Baptist missionary, and the
work of a home missionary of the
Argentine Baptist Convention. In the
first article below, Sharon Davenport,
missionary journeyman to Argentina
1970.72, describes the young people’s
visit to Puerto Madryn. Following that
account, excerpts from newsletters by
Missionaries John and Linda
Witherspoon describe later developments.

E TRAVELED 900 miles
W one way with New
Testaments in our hands

and leather “’Jesus medallions”
hanging from our necks to “do
violence” in the small southern
town of Puerto Madryn. We were
15 young Argentine Baptists, two
career missionaries, and me.

One of the highlights of my
two-year assignment as a mission-
ary journeyman was a two-week
beach ministry with the young
people of Del Centro (“The Cen-
ter”) Baptist Church, located in
the center of Buenos Aires. Inspired
by attendance at the 20th annual
Argentine Baptist Youth Congress,
held in Cérdoba, the young people
adopted a statement acknowledg-
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ing the need for revolution, but
condemning the violence practiced
by their non-Christian coun-
terparts.

The statement reads in part:
“We are tired of stereotyped
formulas and the lack of vision
of those who have not understood,
or do not care to understand, that
justice and love are inseparable.
We choose to practice the vio-
lence of a love that transforms
without destroying.”

We called ourselves Jesus Vive
(“Jesus Lives”). In Puerto Madryn
during the first part of each day
we held brief prayer meetings.
Then we went to the beach to
meet and talk with people. In
the afternoons we witnessed from
house to house. At night we
showed evangelistic motion pic-
tures. Always the leather medal-
lions—including in its burned-on
design the name of Jesus—served
to identify members of the group
and opened the way for con-
versations.

I could hardly believe the
warm reception shown to us by
the people of Puerto Madryn—so
unlike Buenos Aires, where so
many people are too busy or just
not interested in hearing about
Jesus. In contrast, the residents of
Puerto Madryn were curious to
know why 18 young people had
suddenly descended upon their
peaceful town.

The local radio station even
provided free time for us to let
the people know who we were and
why we had come. The announcer
seemed amazed that this many
young persons had given of their
vacation time and had spent their
own money to travel such a dis-
tance to talk about Jesus.

Accommodations were simple.
The boys slept in a tent, and the
girls slept on the floor of the
small Baptist church building.
They formed work groups to cook
the meals and to keep the quarters
clean.

The visitors personally contacted
1,200 persons—20 percent of the
town’s population. During an
open-air film showing one night,
Missionary John Witherspoon was
introduced to the audience of
400 as the new pastor in the town.
We had timed the expedition,
early in 1972, to coincide with the
opening of Baptist work in Puerto
Madryn. By the time we departed
for home, we were able to give
the missionary a long list of
prospects.

After returning to Buenos Aires,
the participants agreed there
should be more of this kind of
“violence.”

~—Sharon Davenport
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PRIL 1972: We live in the

A beautiful city of Puerto
Madryn in the province of

Chubut. Southern Argentina is
large, dry, and cool, with rolling,
sagebrush-covered hills. Puerto
Madryn is a quiet, Atlantic-coast
city nestled at the innermost point
of a nearly closed circular bay of
deep, clear, blue water. The beaches
extend for several miles to either
side of the resort center.

The city’s image is changing
from a resort center with a few
synthetic-fiber textile mills to the
aluminum capital of Argentina. A
new plant is under construction just
north of the city to process the
raw material to be found in the
range of hills to the north and
also to be brought in by ship by
way of a new deep-water port
facility under construction.

Our church work will consist of
forming a central group of
believers and building a church
almost from the beginning. This
past summer (November through
March) there were no regular
church services in the Baptist
mission building. The one family
that had been instrumental in
forming the original group was
transferred to another area. Others
seemingly disappeared. Now there
are only ten to fifteen children who
stop by to see what is going on.

During the summer a group of
students from Del Centro Baptist
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Church in Buenos Aires came to
Puerto Madryn for their vacation
and spent part of each day on
the beach telling others of the faith
they have found because “)Jesus
Lives”—their motto and the name
of their group. They showed
motion pictures of Christian impact
and were well received by the
community. This took place the
month before we came to live in
Puerto Madryn. We were able to
visit the area during these days
and were deeply impressed with
the testimony of these young
people as to what Christ had done
in their lives.
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August 1972: Just two weeks ago
we finished a Bible school with
a large number of the children
from the area around the church
attending regularly. Average at-
tendance was in the 40s, with
enrolment in the 50s. Several of
these young people made decisions
for Christ.

With the help of Seforita Milda
Schmunk, of the Argentine mission
board, who is now serving with
us in Puerto Madryn, and Marta
Jaimén, a young teacher from
Buenos Aires, the week of activities
opened several new doors in
the community.

In these days Sunday School
attendance has expanded from
20 or 25 to around 40. The first
attempts to have an evening service

SAVE FOR
MISSION STUDY
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. Young Baptists
from Buenos Aires
enjoy some beach time

' during two weeks

of Christian witnessing

in Puerto Madryn.

brought from 25 to 40 persons.
We are filling the small salon,
built a year or so ago, and are
already projecting a three-room
addition. This will provide a room
for Seforita Schmunk and provide
large rooms for Sunday School
classes and auditorium overflow.
Three weeks ago 63 persons
gathered in the salon for a Sunday-
night film showing.
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May 1973: We held our first
camp—day-camp for children ages
nine to sixteen—in the newly
completed addition to church
facilities. It was a new, exciting
adventure for the children, and
several began the even-more ex-
citing adventure of following Jesus.

A new program of activities has
begun at the church. It includes
three English classes, sewing class
taught by a woman who recently
became a Christian, pre-school
weekday class, clubs for children
in four different groupings, and
an adolescent group, as well as
prayer meeting, Bible study, Sunday
School, worship services, and
women’s meetings twice a month.
Already there are new families
to follow up and integrate into the
strictly religious services in order
to introduce them to Christ. TC

—John and Linda Witherspoon















































































