



















































































volunteer could be of service in
the Pacific Northwest. Ort went
directly to Washington and there
assisted with construction of three
church buildings during the
summer of 1973.

Now his experience is benefitting
Baptist work in Yemen. A mis-
sionary there wrote of Ort, ““His
coming is a real answer to prayer.”

JANUARY 1974

IMITATIONS on the num-
ber of retired persons
who can find places of

service overseas must be
made plain. “The types of jobs and
number of jobs calling for specific
skills are limited,” cautions Grubbs.

‘Language barriers in many areas
make it almost impossible for one
who does not know the language
to work effectively. Available
housing is scarce in some areas.

In certain places the climate makes
adjustment very difficult for an
older person.

Finances present another limita-
tion,” he continues. “In every
mission there are current financial
needs. Thus, the question must
always be asked, ‘Can the funds
used for transportation of a retired
couple for an assignment better
be used in some other manner?’

This financial reality leads to
another possibility for some retired
persons. Due to budget limitations
that missions face, needs exist
which retired persons (or non-
retired, for that matter) might fill
for periods of time ranging from a
few weeks to a year, but for which
the mission makes no request be-
cause of financial priorities.

According to Grubbs, some re-
tired persons are now saying, in
effect, “God has blessed me
financially, so that [ can travel and
live in other places. But | want my
travel to be with a purpose; | want
it to be meaningful to missions.
Therefore, | will pay my travel costs
and care for my living expenses,
if the Board will direct me toward a
place where | am needed.”

Under these conditions, per-
sons with the proper qualifications
might carry out tasks such as teach-
ing English as a second language
to students, helping to teach
children of missionaries in isolated
places, mailing Bible-study ma-
terials, or assisting with radio or
television programs. Or they might
help in starting English-language
fellowships, assist missionaries by
greeting and guiding tourists who
visit the fields, or serve through
any one of a number of artisan
skills—auto mechanics, plumbing,
painting, carpentry, electrical work.

One special category qualified
retired persons might fill would
be as interim pastors of English-
language Baptist churches overseas.

““Although interim pastors are not
considered laymen, in a technical
sense they are lay missionaries,”
notes Grubbs. “Many retired min-
isters have served and are serving
English-language congregations
overseas on a volunteer basis.

“There is a constant need for
retired ministers to serve in this
way on a short-term basis,” he
advises. ""Anticipated needs are
created by missionary furloughs.
Unanticipated needs are created
by missionary illnesses, missionary
resignations, and missionary trans-
fers, as well as by the unexpected
formation of a congregation in a
new area.”

In a growing number of ways,
skills acquired by individuals dur-
ing a career that has closed in
retirement are being kept polished
and sharp in practical assistance
on foreign mission fields.

Years ago, during the financially
lean years for foreign missions due
to the depression of the 1930s,

T. S. Boehm, a minister, and his
wife explored the possibility of
missionary appointment. No
money was available to send
them, however. In his Stateside
ministry as pastor, Boehm became
a two-fold tither.

The pastor died about two years
ago, but his wife, Mamie, is seeing
a childhood dream come true—
service in foreign missions.

Last July she contacted the
Foreign Mission Board about the
chances of teaching on a mission
field. She learned that a new mis-
sionary physician and family would
be going to Yemen early in 1974
and, as a result, help was needed
for teaching the children in the
family. This would allow both hus-
band and wife to engage in lan-
guage study.

In addition, someone was
needed to continue teaching a
group of Yemeni girls who had
been attending classes at Bap-
tist Hospital—their only op-
portunity for education.

Without hesitating, Mrs. Boehm
responded. Last September the
Board approved her service in
Yemen for one year.

She is perhaps but one of many
whose lifetime hope or late-
biooming dream of foreign mission
service is being realized—even in
the retirement years. TC
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