














Caracas, found a job, rented a
house, and took Maritza and her
children to live with her.

Now Maritza feels fortunate—
she has met another man, one who
is good to her and the children. She
has borne him a son, and he pays
for the food, clothing, and educa-
tion of the three older boys, as well
as for his own son. While the
couple has been building their own
ranchito, he has lived with his
mother and Maritza with her
mother. She has worked alongside
her man in laying bricks for the
house.

Maritza is only 28, but she ap-
pears older, and her once-attractive
figure is fading. She has died her
long hair blonde. She would like a
job, any job, she says, to help in
buying materials to finish the home.
But one overriding worry has
barred her from seeking work—
her 13-year-old son and the barrio.
Until recently she has been able
to keep her children in the house
with her and away from the neigh-
borhood. Now, however, she is be-
ginning to lose control of her oldest
son, who is making friends of other
barrio boys and going out with
them.

Maritza sends the children to an
evangelical church in the barrio
with her mother each Sunday and
has even begun attending herself
from time to time. She still recalls
the “new life”” she heard about as
a child.

“All about us,” she laments,
“there is all the immorality known
to man—drugs of all types, liquor
for anyone who can pay for it,
crime, filth.”

She has begged Christian friends
to help her enroll her teenage son
in an evangelical boarding school.
““The one thing | can’t stand,” she
explains, “'is to lose my son to the
life of the barrio.”

At least Maritza has knowledge
of a better life. So many of those
in the barrio do not even know
there is another way to live. IC

















































discouraged him. A drunken,
immoral life was the norm.

Esteban considered moving
his mother and younger brothers
and sisters to another village for a
better environment. Another
thought kept creeping into his
mind—no one at home knew he
was a Christian; he could
return to the village’s life-style,
and no one would ever know
the difference.

But the Lord’s direction came
by the way of broadcasts carried
over Trans World Radio. As
this new Christian listened to God’s
Word on the air, he came to
understand that he was not to
yield to temptation, nor was he to
move away. Instead, he was to
begin to proclaim to those
around him that he had found
a new and marvelous way of life.

His mother and several other
persons responded to his testimony
and accepted Christ. Esteban
wrote to the Baptist radio program,
“Christ, the Only Hope,” to
ask the producers to help him
and his converts start a church.

The letter’s urgency impressed
Missionary George S. Lozuk (my
husband), who directs radio
and television work for Venezuelan
Baptists. Along with fellow
missionaries—H. Robert Tucker,
Jr., of the convention’s missions
committee; James R. (Jim) West,
field missionary in southeastern
Venezuela; ]. Bryan Brasington,
Foreign Mission Board field
representative for the region—
George traveled to Esteban’s
village, San Francisco de la Paragua.

After ““almost running off the
map,” as one missionary described
it, the group arrived in the
village only to find that Esteban
was on a three-day trip into
the jungle where he worked
cutting wood with a machete.
Esteban’s mother and family
warmly received the missionaries,
who read the Bible and talked
with the family. One by one,
others from the village appeared
at the home and were presented as
people who had recently trusted
in Christ. The missionaries left
in the village a supply of Bibles,
Gospels of John, and other
literature.

West returned to San Francisco
about a month later, this time
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with a carload of members from
the Baptist church in Ciudad
Bolivar. The visitors were thrilled
with Esteban’s testimony of
what the Lord had done in his

Missionary George S. Lozuk directs radio
and TV work for Venezuelan Baptists.

life and with the opportunity to
meet ten other converts. The new
believers had obtained use of
an abandoned Catholic church
building and were busy repairing it.
In another month Tucker and
his family drove to the village.
Expecting to find the same little
group that had gathered in
Esteban’s house on the first trip,
Tucker was surprised to count 75
persons worshipping in the old
Catholic chapel. Of the group,
about 30 had made professions of
faith in Christ during the past
four months. Children and adults
were called on to repeat newly
memorized Bible verses. Persons
who accepted Christ that Sunday —
were taken aside immediately
to begin their doctrinal training.

Leaving the village, the Tuckers
thanked the Lord for evidences
of the working of his Spirit and
for the voice of Trans World Radio
that broadcast the Word of God
just when Esteban needed it.

| HE meeting with

iEsteban was but

one of many

new contacts by

Venezuelan
Baptists during 1973 growing out
of the broadcast ministry.

Last July Venezuelan Baptists
appointed their second home
missionary couple, Tito Campos
and his wife, to work on the
country’s fishing island, Margarita.
A group of students from the
Venezuelan Baptist Theological
Seminary went to Margarita to help
the couple begin the witness.
The students scattered over
the island to hold street-corner
services, give their Christian
testimony, and become acquainted
with the people.

Reporting back to Campos,
the students told how, as they
began to proclaim the gospel,
people would interrupt to say, “Oh
yes, you believe like those who
talk on Trans World Radio every
night.”” Several persons were
located who are new Christians
as a result of the radio preaching.
One such new believer, a nurse,
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now gathers neighborhood children
into her home for Bible stories.
The few small evangelical groups
now on the island have no pastors,
but they have told of spiritual

help received through the voice of
Bonaire.

The coral reef that forms the
Dutch Antilles island of Bonaire
in the Caribbean Sea is being
touted in the world of tourism
as a tropical paradise, where
skin-diving enthusiasts can find
perfect waters and an unbelievable
variety of fish. All this is true.

But Bonaire carries another
connotation for millions of radio
listeners around the world. They
have come to recognize Bonaire
as the big voice that faithfully
broadcasts the gospel.

A visit to Trans World Radio
installations on the “Isle of
Flamingos” (another name for
Bonaire) challenges the imagination
concerning the vast potential
audience within reach by changing
the patterns of the evangelical
radio station’s towering antennae.
A circle pattern sends broadcasts
through Caribbean countries.

A large figure-eight covers parts
of North and South America
simultaneously. A full beam north
or south directs English or Spanish
broadcasts in the appropriate
direction at 500,000 watts. Also
to be pondered is the possible
outreach from the antenna that
can push the gospel to countries
behind the Iron Curtain.

HE TWR complex

grew out of

the unexpected

direction of one

man, Paul E.
Freed. As a worker with the Youth
for Christ movement in the U.S.,
Freed attended a meeting of
that organization in Switzerland in
1949. There he reluctantly allowed
two delegates from Spain to
persuade him to accompany them
home to help evangelize the
Spanish people. Having grown up
as the child of missionaries to the
Arab world, Freed felt his mission
interest lay in that direction.

But the visit sparked a firm
desire in the young man to reach
the people of Spain with the
gospel. In his book, Towers to
Eternity, Freed tells how he, who
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had no interest in radio, became
convinced that radio was the only
means to reach the people of
Spain, to whom the preaching

of the gospel was prohibited. The
result was a radio station begun

in Tangier in 1954. With the
cooperation of European Christians
this station was soon carrying
gospel messages in Spanish and
in many other languages.

When all radio stations in
Tangier were nationalized five
years later, the gospel station
moved to Monaco. The TWR staff
began operating the installation
Adolph Hitler had set up to spread
Nazi propaganda.

In a search for more effective
coverage, TWR built its super-
powered installations on Bonaire
and began broadcasting that
reached from Canada to the tip of
Argentina in 1964. The more than
90 TWR missionaries on Bonaire
include experts on all phases
of radio technology and
broadcasting.

HREE years later,

during the

Campaign of

the Americas,

Venezuelan
Baptists sought a way to reach all
of Venezuela with one voice.
Someone had heard of a powerful
station only 30 minutes by air
from Caracas. When the Baptists
made contact, TWR, careful to sell
time only to those who present the
gospel message faithfully,
welcomed the Baptist program.
At first the broadcasts were carried
during early-morning hours.
Later the Venezuelans moved to
prime time and unexpectedly
became involved in an international
ministry, since their broadcast
in Spanish reached many other
countries besides Venezuela.

After three years of broadcasts

twice weekly in prime time, the
Venezuelan Baptist Radio and
TV office changed its follow-up
approach in response to a
suggestion by Alan W. Compton,
Foreign Mission Board radio and
TV coordinator for Latin America.
Now the Venezuelan office
dispatches an initial reply to letters
received from other countries
and sends whatever has been
offered on the broadcasts. Then the







letters are channeled to Baptists

in the country of origin. In that

way a more personal and more
continuous follow-up can be made,
and some listeners will likely
become a part of Baptist work in
their own countries.

The change in follow-up
procedure has allowed the
Venezuelan Radio and TV office
to concentrate on Venezuelan
contacts. A compilation by states
of Venezuelans who have written in
response to the radio programs
shows a list of contacts in each of
the country’s 20 states, in the
two government-owned territories,
and in the Federal District, around
the capital. The letters reveal
listeners in both urban and rural
areas.

Baptists in Venezuela sponsor
several local broadcasts, and the
enthusiastic radio and TV staff
eagerly is planning new ones in
specific places aimed at particular
audiences. The use of Venezuelan
music and other material with
local flavor is called for.

Still, even if everything now in
planning stages had already been
on the air for years, Venezuelan
Baptists would not have come
even close to reaching the people
who have responded to the
Trans World Radio broadcasts. In a
way, the Bonaire voice is like a
shotgun, for it covers the continent
instead of being aimed at a
particular audience in one locality.
It took the universal appeal of
the gospel, as presented by a
gifted radio pastor, such as
Venezuela’s German Nufez, and
beamed to a diversified target
group to reach the numbers who
have written to the program.

HE group is
I made up of
individuals, such
as the 87-year-old
woman who
appeared at the Baptist church in
Maracay. She announced that
she had accepted Christ while
listening to Nufiez preach on
’Christ, the Only Hope.” Although
her family had been known for
the number of priests and nuns it
produced, she had never been
happy as a Catholic. Once, as a
girl, she had acquired a New
Testament to read for herself,
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but a priest took if from her and
burned it. Today she has a Bible
and has read through it three
times. She can quote a number of
passages.

She wrote to several evangelical
programs carried by TWR in
Spanish and asked for literature
they offered. When representatives
of some of the groups visited
her, however, she affirmed: “You
might as well leave me alone. |
started listening to Don German
Nuiez, and I'm a Baptist and
always will be.” She has been
baptized in the Maracay church.

In Cojedes state, Enrique
Damaso, the first home missionary
sent out by Venezuelan Baptists,
went looking for individuals who
had written in response to “Christ,
the Only Hope.” Once before,
he had sought out letter writers
but had found no prospects for
the mission where he was pastor.
It began to appear that again he
might have no results, but one
letter had especially attracted
him, so he kept driving and
searching for the difficult address.

Finally he stopped and showed
the name and address to an old
man who said he knew the family
and would lead Enrique to the
house, “a long way from town,
out by itself.” The house indeed
was in a jungle clearing. As the
missionary got out of the vehicle
he recalled the line in the letter
that made him determined to
find the writer: “My whole family
is looking for a new way of
life.” Enrique loves to explain
the “way.”

Identifying himself as a
representative of those who
sponsored ‘/Christ, the Only Hope,”
Enrique was warmly received into
the home. As he turned the
conversation to spiritual matters,
the missionary soon realized that
the man had been practicing
spiritism. The householder told
how, in his search for God, he had
seen a magazine article that
offered spiritual help and had
written to the U.S. address given.

Soon he was receiving books
and articles to be used in spiritism.
Following the instructions, he
acquired a houseful of snakes and
toads and involved his family in
the ceremonies of spiritism. His
17-year-old son had become so

Below: Boy in Bonaire.

Right: This entire family stopped
practicing spiritism and accepted
the gospel after a missionary
visited them because of a

letter written in response

to Baptist radio program.

Bottom: Control panels are
monitored at TWR installation.














































