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months and years planning—bringing
fresh water to the hospital and the
people on Ailigandi. Edmondson was
not alone in this. His wife, Mary, was
by his side, helping and praying for
success. Christians in the U.S. who
could not be there in person were
there in spirit and prayer. And people
of the island united to assist.

“Of course, the prayers of many,
many dedicated Christians were with
us, and | firmly believe God was
guiding all of our hands throughout
the project,” says Edmondson.

Edmondson, the Indians of Ailigandi,
and many others from the States and
Panama, working together, proved that
water could be brought to the island.
The hospital, instead of struggling
along on 250 gallons a day, enjoyed
a supply of 25,000 gallons, more than
it could use at any time. And in its
missionary spirit, the hospital offered
to share with the people of the island.
Distribution lines were laid out, and
families began signing up for con-
nections that consisted of a single
faucet and shower in each home.
Under Edmondson’s direction, Miller
soon became skilled in making con-
nections and repairs and in the over-
all supervision of the system.

Even though tired from work that
would have taxed a younger man,
Edmondson would not consider leav-
ing until he felt he had done all he
could with his presence and efforts,
not only to install the system, but also
to train persons in proper mainten-
ance. He stayed almost two months.

“My wife and | got more real
satisfaction out of the project than
out of any other work we have ever
done,” he states. “We thank God
for permitting us to have small parts
in bringing fresh water to Ailigandi.”

Rarely do these Indians rise to
heights of expression, but the night
before the Edmondsons were to de-
part, the entire population of the
island gathered to pay them homage.
Island leaders made speeches, the
people brought gifts, and they made
the Edmondsons one of them—'""The
Golden People.” They conferred upon
Edmondson the title of honorary
chief, a rare happening indeed!

With tears in their eyes, the Ed-
mondsons boarded the small plane
to start home the next morning,
satisfied that they had done well the
job they had come to do.

Since 1969, the Edmondsons have
made two return visits to Ailigandi
to update and improve the original
system, staying three months on each
visit. Additional storage facilities, an
additional line across the bay, more
island installations, and improved
pumping facilities and equipment have
been added to the system. TC
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new missionaries. Three new couples
arrived in Chile during the first

year after the coup, and others

are under appointment.

The question is put to Coy: “Can
missionaries continue to function
under a Marxist government?”

“I think they could,” he answers, “if
that government would let them, if
it was tolerant toward anyone who
believed and practiced his faith in
God. :

“A Christian’s first responsibility is
to God, and as a missionary | am first
a Christian; 1 shouldn’t bring North
American culture or politics to
another country. | should not go to any
country to preach against the politics
of that country but to proclaim Christ.

“If there are moral problems
involved, as atheism certainly would
have, then | think a missionary
should voice his conviction, but it
should not be politically oriented but
spiritually oriented.”

If any missionary has a hard time
recognizing the difference between
being a Christian and being a North
American, Coy continues, he would
have difficulty.
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“In the U.S. much of our Christianity
is culturally oriented,” adds Coy.
“Sometimes we forget that Chris-
tianity—preaching Christ—does not
mean that we have to bring North
American culture to another society.

““We must remember not to wed
the gospel to any political system,
Marxist or otherwise. Christ and his
gospel transcend all cultures and
governments.”

Missionaries living in Chile at the
time of the coup are convinced the
death toll reported by the inter-
national press was exaggerated beyond
all reason. And, they believe, had a
change not come, a far greater
number would have died.

“There would have been a mas-
sacre,” states Bitner. “The military
commanders, political and labor
opposition, and an unknown number
of civilians were to have been
executed.”

Baptist church members were among
those arrested at the time of the
military takeover. Some happened to
be in a suspicious place at the time;
other were sympathetic to the
Allende regime. There were some
churches in which members repre-
sented both the far left and the
far right.

Stories of abuse of prisoners at the
stadium in Santiago are doubted.

““We went to the stadium and gave
out tracts,” says McTyre. “We didn't
get inside, but we talked with

people who had been inside. Without
exception they all told us they had
been treated well. We've talked

to many since—some of whom are in
our churches—and none has said he
was treated badly.”

(According to an Associated Press
report in late October, the
Chilean government announced it
would soon release about 2,000
political prisoners. Some 500 of those
are to be deported.)

What is the situation today?

The government is still a military
one, and it maintains order. From
time to time newspapers report
the discovery of arms caches hidden by
dissidents. There is a 1:00 A.M. to
5:30 A.M. curfew. Occasionally shots
can be heard.

Inflation, part of a worldwide
sickness, has cut Chile deeply. The
government index shows the cost of
living increase between July 1973
and July 1974 at 704 percent. In

. September 1973 there was little food

available to buy. Today food

stocks are sufficient, but prices are
brutal.

Chile’s history of inflation is long,

a missionary explains. In 1955 it took
335 Chilean pesos to equal U.S. $1.00.
In 1960-61 devaluation made 1,000
pesos equal to one escudo, which
equalled U.S. $1.00. In August of this
year U.S. $1.00 equalled 950
escudos, or 950,000 pesos.

“As bad as it is,”” comments
McTyre, “it’s nothing to what we went
through.”

Church meetings may be held
freely in church buildings. Gatherings
in private homes have been for-
bidden, but Baptists are now holding
some home meetings without
problems. For a time outdoor meetings,
since they are considered political,
were not allowed, but current word
is that street preaching is being
carried on again. Baptist young people
sponsored an evangelistic meeting
in Nathaniel Stadium in Santiago
October 31-November 2. Television
reporters covered this event.

Naturally, no one can safely
predict the future. But Baptists in
Chile are concerned about taking
advantage of today’s opportunities.

Today there is greater.interest in
religion reported, especially among
young persons. The demonstrations,
indoctrination, and other activities that
sapped the strength of young people
during the days of turmoil are gone,
and youths have time for other
matters.

“We face an opportunity now that
in many respects is unparalleled,”
declares McConnell. “Quite a number
of people have been bewildered.
They put their confidence in a form
of government. Since the change, what
they’'ve heard about that government
has left them not knowing what to
believe.”

Adds a young professor at the
University of Chile, “People who
are disoriented are looking for
something.”

““We have more response to the
gospel now than | have ever seen,”
reports Bitner.

And Miss Ogburn offers a compari-
son based on long experience. “In
my 34 years in Chile | have never seen
such a hunger on the part of people
for spiritual things,”” she says. “They
want to know the Bible. They want to
study it.” IC
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