













































































8regations, but through the process of
cell division.

Our strategy, simply stated, is to
plant an unlimited number of
churches or congregations through
what we have called “the small-
group approach” to evangelism. The
goal is to start, or “/plant,”” hundreds
of small Bible-study groups in the
homes of interested people. Our hope
and prayer is that these small groups
will grow and develop in quality,
as well as in number, into strong,
New Testament churches.

Examples can be seen in the
Indonesian capital, Jakarta, a metrop-
olis of over five million people.
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Baptists there have several congrega-
tions with church buildings, but

the present economic situation and
the high cost of land and of construc-
tion make it impossible for us to
follow a pattern of work that depends
on such facilities. Our solution?
Churches that meet in homes.

Haribowo invited us to conduct
a weekly Bible study in his home on
Friday evenings. We began with his
family and a few friends. A cadet
from a Marine Academy attended,
and he invited his friends. Others
in the neighborhood began to come,
and they invited friends. Today the
Bible study has grown into a con-
gregation that has called its own pastor.
And Hari has expanded the church
facilities by extending his garage
and remodeling it into a place of
worship.

In another area, Lily, a young
wife, invited us to her home with the
approval of her husband, Tjun Fa,
not a believer. Their two-room house
seemed very small for any kind of
meeting. When the furniture was
replaced with benches and chairs
borrowed from neighbors, the little
front room could accommodate only
20 people, squeezed tightly together.
This situation soon developed from
a once-a-month Bible study to a
weekly service preceded by a Bible
class for children. The third time
we met in the home, Tjun Fa confessed
Christ as Savior.

The congregation has continued
to grow. Today they meet in facilities
provided by Calvary Baptist Church
in Jakarta. They are served by a

part-time pastor and by laymen who
give their time for ministry to the
congregation. Tjun Fa is one of these
leaders.

The method is very simple. It can
begin with a Bible study or prayer
meeting among women, men, or
young people. We have emphasized
the priority of adults in beginning
these groups, for we feel they are the
key to a strong, continuing congre-
gation. Often the effort will not grow
into a continuing congregation. On
other occasions a fellowship will
outgrow its facilities and will divide
into two groups, meeting in different
places.

Pastor Sukirman of Jatinegara Baptist
Church in Jakarta has invited us to
give our full time to this type
ministry in his area. “The possibilities
are unlimited,” he says.

Pastor Ishak Iskandar of Immanuel
Baptist Church in Surabaya, Indonesia’s
second largest city, declared, “Some
of our small groups led by laymen
have not continued, but this year our
church will provide buildings for
three such groups.”

To facilitate such a plan demands
that we do a better job of training
leaders. In evaluating the situation,
Baptists came to this overwhelming
conviction: The building up of the
Body of Christ is the responsibility of
all the people of God, not just a
select few.

Paul states (Ephesians 4) that God
provides gifts of leadership to certain
people so that they might equip
the rest of the church to “build up the
body.” In every congregation Paul
founded, it seems, were some who
were gifted to lead. In the time
he had, he trained these people to
carry on the work of equipping
others. He then commissioned men
like Timothy to continue this work.

In Indonesia Baptists have extended
and broadened our teaching ministry
to encompass more people who
will be involved in small-group
evangelism. Rather than teaching
a few young people on a campus in
one or two places, we have extended
the teaching ministry to several areas
by dispersing our teaching personnel.
Now Tjun Fa and others like him
can study at home, using literature
programmed to meet their personal
needs, while continuing to work
and support their families. Their
own ministry can be developed
through practical application among
the people where they live.

The cities of Indonesia, praise God,
are open to this simple, biblical,
reproducible method of evangelism.TC
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