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Davis L. Saunders, Foreign Mission Board secretary for Eastern and Southern Africa, in his Richmond, Va., office.

THE CHANGING SCENE

D
uring the annual meeting of the 

Rhodesian Baptist Mission in Gwelo, 
Rhodesia, in May, Ralph and Betty 

Jean Bowlin were accorded recognition for 
25 years of missionary service with the 
Foreign Mission Board. When asked about 
their arrival in Africa in May 1951, Bowlin 
replied that they were greeted by Clyde 
and Anneli Dotson, the only Southern 

Baptist missionaries in Rhodesia at that 
time. In fact, the Dotsons were the only 
Southern Baptist missionaries located in 
any of the countries of Eastern and South­
ern Africa, which are the subject of this 
issue of The Commission.

Today more than 375 missionaries are 
assigned to 12 countries in Eastern and 
Southern Africa, although political events 
have caused the temporary relocation of 
a few missionaries in three of the countries. 
These missionaries are involved with about 
60,000 African Baptists, working primarily 
through nine national conventions. Even 
though the conventions are limited in size 
and in their ability to initiate extensive 
programs without substantial help from 
the Southern Baptist missionaries working 
in their midst, most of them are growing 
rapidly, both in numbers and in the aware­
ness of their responsibility in sharing the 
gospel within the borders of their own 
countries.

With the changing scene in politics,

By Davis L. Saunders
economics, and other facets of life in these 
developing countries, open doors are lead­
ing to new, challenging, and exciting 
approaches to missionary service by South­
ern Baptists. National governments are 
increasingly involved in the operation of 
schools and hospitals. They are also insist­
ing that their own citizens be given every 
opportunity for employment and for utiliz­
ing skills which they are rapidly acquiring. 
Therefore, the national convention leader­
ship is increasingly involved in the coor­
dination and cooperation necessary for 
the acceptance of American missionaries 
in their midst.

An increasing number of missionaries 
are involved in church-related activities 
rather than in institutions. The scope for 
specific assignment has thereby been 
enlarged to include tasks that in the past 
have, of necessity, been neglected. Lead­
ership training is becoming the primary 
emphasis, while personal and exemplary 
evangelism are never to be forgotten. 
Missionaries are serving in seminaries, 
Bible schools, programs of Theological 
Education by Extension, and Bible Way 
Correspondence schools.

A growing number of general evan­
gelistic missionaries are developing special 
qualifications in leadership training on 
the local level. Additional missionaries 
are being requested to work with youth

and students, in cooperation with the 
churches, associations, and conventions. 
Others are involved in extending Christian 
witness and training through radio, tele­
vision, cassette, and literature ministries. 
Further opportunities are emerging for 
agricultural, veterinarian, and handicraft 
missionaries to assist in community devel­
opment projects. Government programs 
for meeting medical needs in individual 
countries are creating a need to shift from 
curative to preventive medicine in the 
future, as far as the assignment of mis­
sionary personnel to new medical min­
istries.

Missionaries in Eastern and Southern 
Africa are facing the challenge of a greater 
demand for Spirit-led change, innovation, 
and cultural adaptation in music, in other 
forms of worship, and in witnessing, in 
both the tribal setting and the new urban 
development. Thus, goals for the future 
call for more than an increase in personnel 
and financial resources, although these 
are an integral part of the search for 
continuing growth. The vision must be an 
increase in the sense of urgency, in the 
concept of versatility, and in a continuing 
strengthening of the real partnership 
between missionaries and national Chris­
tians in shouldering the responsibilities 
for the sharing of the gospel with the 
millions in these countries. Tf

(COVER: Zambian artist's design entitled Twikatane, meaning "Let us hold together.")



Bricks for a new church building dry in the sun in Malawi.

Eastern and Southern

A Photo Portfolio 
by Bob Harper

Last fall Art Editor Bob Harper conducted art exhibits at the request of Baptist Missions in 
four countries of Eastern and Southern Africa. He also visited most of the other countries 
where Southern Baptists carry on mission work in that area. In this issue a photographic port­
folio by Harper provides a glimpse of each field. The photos major on an artistic look at the 
people and the setting in each country. (Circumstances prevented Harper from visiting two 
fields; in these instances photos made earlier by Missionary Gerald S. Harvey have been used.)

Almost the entire issue is devoted to the portfolio, with introduction by Area Secretary 
Davis L. Saunders and brief text about each field by the editorial staff. This issue affords last­
ing visual resources for mission study on the area.
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\^ 'nce Kenya's independence in 1963 
Q^y there has been a remarkable growth of 

a national spirit," Missionary Laura Lee 

(Mrs. R. Jay) Stewart has written. "As diffi­

cult as it is, with the varied cultural patterns 

and prejudices of the 40 tribes, the people 
have recognized that they have much in 

common and are advancing as a united 

people."

Kenya was once a British colony and 

protectorate. Now it is a republic within 
the British Commonwealth. In area twice 

the size of the state of Arizona, it has a 

population of almost twelve and a half 

million. Included among its people are 

many Asians and Europeans, as well as 

Africans. Swahili, Kikuyu, and other Bantu 

languages are predominant. Religions in­

clude Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, and 

animism.

Christian missionaries have ministered in 

Kenya since the 1840s. Missionaries of 

several denominations and independent 

groups serve there today. Southern Baptists 

began work there in 1956 (see July issue of 

The Commission, marking the twentieth 

anniversary). The East Africa Mission, which 

now includes Kenya and Tanzania (and 
formerly Uganda), is to be divided into 

separate Missions in 1978.

The Baptist Mission carries on a variety 

of approaches in Kenya.

In evangelism and church planting, "Work 

in rural areas is the bulk of Baptist effort," 

writes Mrs. Stewart. "The largest number of 
churches is in the country." Among regions 

showing good response are Nyeri, near Mt. 

Kenya; Kisumu and Kitale, in western 

Kenya; and Nakuru. Some work is carried 

on among the Masai. A training program 
for church lay leaders is under way.

In the cities strong Baptist work has been 

established in Nairobi, the capital, and in 
the port city of Mombasa.

Top, left: Kenyatta convention center in Nairobi, Kenya. Right: Missionary Martha (Mrs. 
John T.) Adams, a nurse, assists at Baptist clinic in Mathari Valley area of Nairobi. Above: 
A fence attracts the curious anywhere.
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Baptist Publications, located in Nairobi, 

looks after the writing, printing, and dis­

tribution of literature to churches.
In the recording studios of Baptist Com­

munications, also in Nairobi, programs are 

prepared for radio and television. Cassette 

tape programs also are produced for teach­

ing and witnessing.
The Bible Way Correspondence School, 

introduced in Kenya in 1972, provides sys­

tematic Bible study for people at home; 
enrollment in 1975 exceeded 9,000.

Community centers are located in Nairobi 

and Mombasa; these provide adult educa­

tion courses, kindergartens, and other com­

munity services. Baptist medical clinics are 

provided at Nairobi and Kisumu. Agricul­

tural missions is carried on at Limuru.
Baptist high schools operate at Mombasa

and Nyeri. Bible Schools are located at 

Kitale and Kisumu. The Baptist Theological 
Seminary of East Africa, at Arusha, Tan­

zania, serves both Kenya and Tanzania.
The Baptist Assembly at Limuru is used 

for meetings of various Baptist groups, 
including the East Africa Mission. The lan­

guage school for new missionaries is located 

there. It was at the assembly that the Baptist 

Convention of Kenya was organized in 1971.
The Convention has 274 affiliated 

churches (170 of them classified as self­

supporting), with a total of 15,104 mem­

bers. There are 129 national pastors.

Southern Baptist missionary personnel 

assigned there as of June 1 totaled 108, 
including 92 career missionaries, one 

missionary associate, and 15 missionary 

journeymen. TC

Facing page: Statue of Kenyan 
President Jomo Kenyatta 
in Nairobi Left: Janice Poe, 
daughter of Missionaries John and 
Jean Poe, walks along porch 
at Rift Valley Academy in Kenya, 
school for children of 
missionaries in several countries.

Translator Absalum Karuga at Baptist Publi­
cation Center in Nairobi.



At display in 
Kenya, stuffed 
leopard allows 

a closeup.
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At Nairobi fair 
two attractions 
are swings (I) and 
traditional dancers.
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Above: Tourist buys 
a souvenir from 

sidewalk vendor. 
Right: Missionary 
Norman W. Wood 
talks with vendor. 
Far right: Freedom 

monument in Lusaka.



W
ith the gaining of independence in 

1964, the nation shaped much like 

a butterfly left behind it the name of 

Northern Rhodesia and became Zambia. 

About the size of the state of Texas, Zam­

bia's population is 4.6 million. Among its 

many natural resources, copper has been 

extensively mined; Zambia's output makes 

up about one-third of the world's supply.

Young in years, Zambia, which takes its 

name from the Zambezi River, also has 

a youthful population—about half are 
under 16 years of age. More than 90 tribes 

compose the African population.

Mission work has a comparatively long 

history in Zambia. It was here that David 

Livingstone died in 1873 after more than 

20 years of exploration and evangelism. 

A number of Christian groups carried on 

mission work in the years that followed. 

The Bible was translated into several 

tribal tongues.

Southern Baptist participation began 

with the sending of two couples to Kitwe, 

in the Copperbelt, in late 1959. "Following 

nine months of study in the Bemba lan­

guage, they began preaching services, 

resulting in two professions of faith in 

their first Sunday-morning service," writes 

Missionary Norman W. Wood. "The work 

has grown at a steady pace ever since."
He adds, "The strongest work is in the 

cities of the Copperbelt. But Southern 

Baptist witness has grown to include the 

capital city of Lusaka and several other 

widely scattered urban and rural areas."

Baptist associations from three areas of 

Zambia met in 1974 to form the Baptist 

Convention of Zambia. It now has 54 

churches, all but three classified self- 

supporting. Membership in the churches 

totals 3,085; there are 33 national pastors.

The Bible Way Correspondence School 

originated in Zambia in 1964 and has been 

a major means of outreach. Bible Way 

methods and materials have been adapted 

for use in many other Southern Baptist 

mission fields.
Agricultural mission work is carried on 

at Petauke and Serenje. There also is a 

Baptist training center at Petauke.

Looking over literature in a Bible class.

But much of the Baptist work is located 

in Lusaka. Baptist Publications House 
produces materials in English and several 

local languages. Included among materials 

are texts for the Bible Way Correspon­

dence School. Baptist missionaries and 

nationals in Zambia write most of the 

materials printed.

Also in Lusaka is the Baptist Communi­

cations Center with a recording studio 

where radio broadcasts in English, Nyanja, 

and Bemba are prepared. Baptists also 

produce and provide programs for tele­

vision.

The Baptist Theological Seminary, offer­

ing a three-year course, is also at Lusaka, 

The seminary is endeavoring to expand its 

outreach through Theological Education 

by Extension.

"Muslim influence is growing, as is 

nationalism and the accompanying sus­

picion of the 'white man's religion,'" notes 

Wood. But he adds, "The people of Zam­

bia are ready and eager to hear the claims 
of Christ."

Assigned to Zambia as of June 1: 33 

Southern Baptist missionary personnel. 

They include 25 career missionaries, 6 

missionary associates, and 2 missionary 

journeymen, qj^



Below: Missionary Journeyman Steve 
Childers joins the Tom Smalls for lunch.
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Right, above: Missionary 
Associate Robert F. Baugh 

at Mission meeting.
Right: At an overlook 

for Victoria Falls.
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/△\ nother of the many new national 

U \A names to appear on the African con­

tinent since the end of World War II is that 

of Botswana. Until its independence in 

1966, the country was known as Bechuana- 

land, a British protectorate.

Although about the size of the combined 

states of Nevada and Arizona, Botswana 

has a population of only 646,000. English 

and Tswana are the principal languages; 

English is the official tongue.
About 90 percent of the population are 

of the group known as Tswana, with at least 

eight principal tribes. There are small 

numbers of Europeans and Euro-Africans 

(colored), a handful of Asians, and some 

24,000 Bushmen, one of the most primitive 

groups still found on earth.

Cattle and livestock products have made 

up more than nine-tenths of annual exports, 

but recent mineral discoveries—copper­

nickel, copper, diamonds, and coal — 

promise a more profitable commercial 

future.

Famous names among missionaries, 
David Livingstone and Robert Moffat, of 

the London Missionary Society, carried on 

work in Botswana in the 1800s. Moffat even

made a Tswana translation of the Scripture, 

the first translation of the Bible ever made 

into an African tongue. London Missionary 

Society (now the United Congregational 

Church of Southern Africa) opened the first 

schools in the country.

Several other Christian groups have 

carried on mission work there. Mainly to 

minister to members who migrated from 

England, the Anglican Church opened work 

in 1885. Roman Catholics began their 

present efforts in the country in 1951. Other 

mission groups include Dutch Reformed 

and Lutheran Church (each working mainly 

with one tribe); Seventh-day Adventist; 

Methodist Church (small); Church of Cod; 

Assemblies of God.

And now Southern Baptists. Their first 

missionary couple arrived in Botswana in 

1968. The need for such work was brought 

to the Foreign Mission Board's attention by 

the South Africa Baptist Missionary Society. 

The second Baptist missionary couple were 

a missionary associate dentist and his wife; 

he became the only resident dentist in 

northeastern Botswana. The Baptist dental 

clinic in Francistown meets physical needs 

and also opens the way for gospel contact.

Below: In Gaborone, Botswana,
Missionary Roy C. Davidson, 
lr., talks with Botswanan.
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Missionary Ed L. Smith (I) at the Francistown 
railway station.

Baptist work is carried on at Pikwe, in 

the far eastern section of Botswana, a newly 

constructed town centered around copper­

nickel mining. Regular visits to Pikwe by 

the Mission dentist have helped open that 

community to Baptist witness. And Baptist 

work is now carried on in Gaborone, the 

capital, and in Kasame.

Citing the need for Baptist ministry in the 

country, two of the missionaries have ex­

pressed it this way: "There are many people 

who have no concept at all of what a new 

birth, or regeneration, is about. There are 

still some villages where no gospel witness 

is being made. Apparent also in the current 

spiritual climate is the fact that some of the 

more progressive and evangelical groups in 

Botswana are indigenous sects who mix 

Bible truths with teachings of witchcraft."

Currently there are three Baptist churches 

in Botswana, one of them self-supporting. 

Total membership is near 100.

As of June 1, Southern Baptist missionary 

personnel assigned to Botswana included 

ten career missionaries, two missionary 

associates, and one missionary journeyman. 

TC
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Mrs. Davidson carries on a 
bench conversation in Gaborone.
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T
he nearly 4.8 million people of Malawi 

are almost 100 percent African.

Although of many ethnic groups, the people 

belong to the Bantu linguistic family. The 

main vernacular is Chewa, but other lan­

guages and English are also spoken.

Formerly known as Nyasaland, the coun­

try, about the size of Pennsylvania in area, 

became independent in 1964. Lake Malawi, 

along the eastern edge of the nation, is the 

third largest lake on the continent.

"As a nation, Malawi has been eager to 

hear the gospel," says Missionary Charles R-

16 THE COMMISSION





Relaxing for a bit at 
hotel patio on Mt. 

Zomba are Zeb Moss (I), 
Foreign Mission Board 

radio-TV representative 
for Africa, and Missionaries 

Ernest and Auttie Sibley.

Middleton. "Anglicans and Presbyterians 

were the first to bring Christianity to the 

tribes that now make up Malawi. Today, 

missionaries from many denominations 

make their contribution to a unified 

country.

"Tribalism is played down among the 

peace-loving people," Middleton continues, 

"and they proudly call themselves 

Malawians. There are no tribal, racial, 

political, or other boundaries to prevent 

the gospel from spreading."

Most of the people of Malawi follow



Missionary Charles R. 
Middleton walks in front 

of one of Blantyre, 
Malawi's commercial 

buildings.

traditional African religions; others are 

Muslim or Christian.
When Southern Baptist entered Malawi 

in 1959, they emphasized evangelism, 

church development, and leadership train­
ing. The first church resulting from their 

efforts was organized in 1962.

The Baptist Bible School in Lilongwe, 

now the capital, was opened in 1962 for 

training church leaders. The school offers 

short-term courses; it plans to progress to 

a full, three-year curriculum. Advanced 

students who know English go outside 

Malawi to one of the three Baptist sem­

inaries in the area. Theological Education 

by Extension is also utilized, taking training 

to the home communities of church leaders 

and prospective leaders. And what is called 

"local leadership training," in which stu­

dents from an area go to a central location 

for a period of training part of each month, 
is also employed.

The Baptist Convention of Malawi was 

organized in 1970. It has 215 churches, all 

self-supporting. There are 57 national 

pastorsand 11,020 members in the churches. 

In 1973 the Convention sent a man to work 

with Chewa-speaking gold miners in South 
Africa. Although the mines were to pay his 

salary, the Convention considered him their 

firstforeign missionary. The Convention also 

has named a full-time chairman of steward­

ship promotion to teach biblical steward­

ship and encourage tithing.

Besides the Bible school in Lilongwe, the 

publication center and the Bible Way Corre­

spondence School are headquartered there. 

Missionaries carry on agricultural work in 
Balaka.

At Blantyre is located a community center 

and the mass media studio and office facil­

ities. "Mass media reach out primarily 
through cassette tape and radio ministries," 

Middleton notes. "The cassette ministry has 

almost unlimited possibilities, because the 

written word cannot be read by a large 

number of villagers."

As of Junel, Southern Baptist mission­

aries assigned to Malawi totaled 27. These 
included 25 career missionaries and 2 

missionary associates. 10
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MKE^Oa
/A PParently destined to make the news 

L—v\ regularly is the nation of Rhodesia, 

one focal point of black African discontent 

because of the country's white minority 

government. Among the 5.9 million res­

idents, Africans outnumber Europeans 

about 18 to 1 in this landlocked country, 

similar in size to the state of Montana.

Southern Baptists first began working in 

Rhodesia in 1950 and have ministered 

almost entirely to African people. Mission­

aries carry on their ministry, as always, in 

a non-political stance, seeking to serve the 

people despite swirling political currents.

One of earth's impressive natural won­

ders, Victoria Falls, is at the border of 

Rhodesia and Zambia. David Livingstone 

discovered the falls in 1855. Early Mission­

ary Robert Moffat was followed by other 

white men—explorers, traders, missionaries, 

colonizers. Rhodesia derives its name from 

Cecil Rhodes, the British explorer who 

colonized the land for Britain.

Rhodesia declared its independence in 

1965, changing its name from Southern 

Rhodesia and having a constitution assuring 

continued minority rule by the European 

portion of the population.

Religiously, most of the people are 

animists; there is a Christian minority. 

"Though animism continues to be a strong 

influence," missionaries point out, "the 

people are very responsive to the gospel."

Old traditions linger. Rural Africans 

live the simple life-style of their forefathers, 

with strong family ties and rule by a chief.

20



Boulevard stretches across part of Salisbury, Rhodesia.



Yet in recent years a growing number of 

Rhodesians have moved to the cities, estab­
lished urban homes, and begun to live like 

Westerners.

The first Christian missionary effort in 

Rhodesia was short-lived. A Portuguese 

priest entered in 1560 but was martyred less 

than a year later. The London Missionary 

Society began work some 300 years later. In 

the 1890s the Church of England, Method­

ists, and the Dutch Reformed Church, along 

with other smaller groups, opened mission­

ary outreach. Catholics and Presbyterians 

entered still later.

Southern Baptists, beginning ministry in 

1950, were late arrivals to the mission front 

in Rhodesia. But the work has grown. In 

1975 the Baptist Convention of Rhodesia, 

organized in 1963, sent out its first two 

home missionaries, to work among the 

Tonga people. The Convention now has 67 

churches, 51 of them self-supporting. 

Membership totals 10,581; there are 32 

national pastors. The total of churches and 

preaching points have been doubling every 

five years.

The Baptist publication center is located 

in Bulawayo, and the Bible correspondence 

school is headquartered there.

The Baptist Theological Seminary of 

Rhodesia is situated at Gwelo, in the center 

of the country. Theological education for 

untrained pastors and lay leaders is carried 

on through several centers in English, 

Ndebele, and Shona languages.

Also located at Gwelo are a Baptist 

primary school, book store, and camp. 

Another book store is at Plumtree. The 

recording and photography studio is 

stationed in Salisbury, the capital.

Much of the Baptist work has been 

carried on in government reserves—at 

Gokwe, where there is a Baptist clinic, and 

at Sanyati, with a Baptist hospital, high 

school, and primary school.
Southern Baptist missionary personnel 

assigned to Rhodesia as of June 1 totals 80, 

including 64 career missionaries, 8 mission­

ary associates, 6 missionary journeymen, 

and 1 couple assigned as special project 

dentist.

TC
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Missionary 
Samuel L. 
Jones pauses 
at window 
of gas ration­
ing office.
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f all the nations in central and eastern 

Africa to gain independence, Tangan­

yika was among the first," points out Mis­

sionary Jack G. Partain. The date was 1961. 

Since that time, the country "has been a 

central figure in the political development 

of the entire continent," Partain adds. 

"Tanzania is at the center of what's happen­

ing in Africa."

The nation changed its name to Tanzania 

in 1964, when it united with Zanzibar, island 

off the east coast of Tanzania in the Indian 

Ocean. With an area twice that of the state 

of New Mexico, the country has a popula­

tion of 14,377,000, belonging to about 120 

tribes. Swahili serves as a common 
language.

Prevalent religions include Islam, an-

imism, and Christianity. Islam is strong, 

particularly along the coast.

"The most conspicuous centers of 

change" in the nation, points out Partain, 

"are Tanzania's 'urban islands.' Dares 

Salaam, the capital, now has a population 

of about 350,000 and is expected to have a 

million people by 1989. Other towns are 

mushrooming in the same way."

In rural Tanzania changes are also taking 

place, as farmers are being urged to live 

together in communal villages.

For more than 100 years, Christian mis­

sions have been active in what is now 

Tanzania. "Roman Catholic, Anglican 

(Episcopalian), and Lutheran churches are 

all relatively strong," notes Partain. "Most 

everyone who was educated before 1960



was taught in a church-run school."

But the effect is not all positive. "In those 

times Christian missions were often identi­
fied with the colonial power," Partain 

writes. "And Christianity was widely re­

garded as the 'white man's religion.'"

Southern Baptists began work in Tanzania 

in 1956 (see July issue of The Commission, 

marking the 20th anniversary). Baptists 

began their work in Dar es Salaam. Besides 

churches, a community center is located 
there.

In the early days a Baptist tuberculosis 

hospital was established at Mbeya. This has 

now become a general hospital. Clinics 

directed by hospital personnel reach into 

outlying areas. Medical clinics are also

Friendly chimp attracts customer at hotel 
lawn outside Arusha, Tanzania.

25



provided at Kigoma, in the far west, and 

at Moshi, in the northeast.

Agricultural mission work is carried on 
at Kigoma and at Tukuyu, near the 

Malawian border.

The Baptist Theological Seminary of East 

Africa at Arusha serves both Tanzania and 
Kenya. During the seminary's first 15 years 
it graduated more than 100 men and their 

wives. Bible schools for training church 
leadership can be found at Kigoma and 

Tukuyu.

Baptist missionaries in Kenya and Tan­
zania work jointly in the Baptist Mission of

East Africa (missionaries in Uganda also 

were once a part). A separate Mission each 

for Kenya and Tanzania is to become 

effective in 1978.

The Baptist Convention of Tanzania was 

formed in 1971. It counts 247 churches, 
with total membership of 14,186. Fifteen of 

the churches are self-supporting. National 

pastors number 271.

Southern Baptist missionary personnel 

serving in Tanzania as of June 1 total 65, 

including 60 career missionaries, 4 mission­

aryjourneymen, and1 special project nurse.

TC

Below: Baptist family, members of Engokidongoi Church, outside Arusha, pose at 
their home. Bottom: Missionary Tom W. McMillan directs Baptist Theological 
Seminary of East Africa at Arusha. Right: Gena (Mrs. James E.) Hampton teaches 
seminary class.





View of portion of Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia.

mm
(hristianity was introduced into Ethi- 

opia in the fourth century. The Ethi­

opian Orthodox Church soon became the 

state church. Today many of the 26 million­

plus people of Ethiopia are members of 

this church.

"Today, there is religious freedom," 

missionaries report, "and one finds Muslims, 

Orthodox Christians, and evangelical Chris­

tians, as well as pagans and the new religious 

breed of educated materialists."

Of considerable size—larger than the 

states of Texas, Oklahoma, and Arizona 

combined—Ethiopia borders the Red Sea 

and nestles into Somalia on the jutting pro­

jection at the eastern side of the African 

continent. Although an ancient land, Ethi­

opia has felt the winds of change this cen­

tury. Italian troops occupied the country 
1939-41. In the mid-1970s the lengthy rule 

of the emperor has been ended, as the

government reshapes the nation's role of 

the changing continent.

"Many Christian bodies, principally 

evangelical groups, are working in Ethi­

opia," the missionaries note. "Where one 

group has labored since before the Fascist 

occupation of World War II, there has been 

a mighty turning to Christ. Such response is 

being found in many other parts of Ethiopia 

today.
"Most of the traditionally Orthodox areas 

have been closed to evangelical missions 

for fear of proselytism," the missionaries 

continue. "Today, however, these regions 

are being opened with gratifying response. 

Now missionaries are finding themselves 

working with people who have inherited a 

mixture of pagan and Christian teachings 

but are unable to distinguish between 

them."

Southern Baptists were allowed to enter
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Ethiopia in 1966 to begin work in the cen­

trally located Menz district, where no mis­

sion group had ever served. “The approach 
of total community development was 

adopted as the avenue of witness in this 

area," the missionaries summarize. “Right 
from the start, mobility has been the key 

word of the mission team in Menz."

Baptist work has included medical clinics 

conducted by a missionary doctor. A veter­
inarian has helped the residents give better 

care to their livestock. An agriculturist has 

encouraged better farming methods and 
improved sheep, cattle, and chicken breed­

ing. Improving water supplies has been part

of the ministry. Missionaries have fostered 

handicraft projects to provide a source of 

income for the people by using natural 

resources.

"Infact," the missionaries note, “any area 

of life where people are having a problem 

or could profit by development is a possible 

area of mission work."

An airplane is sometimes used, for dis­

tances are great, roads sometimes marginal.

“Close cooperation with the Ethiopian 

Orthodox Church has been attempted from 

the beginning," the missionaries continue. 

"Beyond their greatest expectations, mis­

sionaries have been invited to preach reg­

ularly at a number of churches after Sunday­

morning liturgy. Beginning in the summer 

of 1971, the Mission has helped with a 

priests' Bible-training program and has 

provided graduating priests and deacons 

with Bibles in the Amharic language—for 

many, the first they have ever owned."

Pleas for Baptists to enter other remote 

areas have led to expansion into other 

districts with similar ministries.

As of June 1, Southern Baptists have 29 

missionary personnel assigned to Ethiopia, 
including 24 career missionaries, 2 mission­

ary associates, and 3 missionary 

journeymen. TC
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truggling through the pangs of becom­

ing independent, the nation of Angola 
has been much in the news in recent 

months. Various political factions fought 

bitterly for control of the potentially pros­
perous nation, blessed with various mineral 

resources. Almost twice the size of the state 

of Texas, this block-shaped country has a 

population approaching six million. Its 

independence follows long control by 

Portugal, dating from the 1500s.

The Baptist Missionary Society of London 

began mission work in northern Angola in 

1878, joined later by the Canadian Baptist 

Foreign Mission Board and some indepen­

dent missionaries essentially Baptist in 

concept. Guerilla warfare forced the 

missionaries there to withdraw in the 

1960s, leaving the northern portion without 

evangelical witness until 1974. At about 

that time a Baptist church in Carmona, in 

northern Angola, was constituted with more 

than 5,600 charter members, evidence of 
the continuing witness by the remnant of 

Baptist work there.





The Portuguese Baptist Convention in 

1934 voted to sponsor a Baptist ministry at 

Nova Lisboa, Angola, begun on their own 
by a Portuguese couple in 1929. The Portu­
guese Convention some 30 years later sent 

a missionary couple to Angola.
In 1966 a young Danish layman and his 

wife, transferred to Luanda, the capital, by 

a business firm, began a Bible study group 
in their apartment. This group grew to be­

come First Baptist Church of Luanda.

The Harrison Pikes, Southern Baptist 

missionaries to Brazil, were transferred to 

Angola in 1968, becoming the denomina­

tion's first fraternal representatives in that

country. The Pikes became the first mis­

sionaries allowed entry in eight years; the 
total number of missionaries of al I Protestant 

groups was fewer than 100.
The Baptist Convention of Angola, 

according to the most recent report, has 

35 churches, 18 national pastors, and a 

total of 12,015 members in the churches.
The Southern Baptist missionary force 

grew to include 16 career missionaries and 
3 missionary journeymen. A book store was 

opened in Luanda. Radio broadcasts were 

begun. A Bible correspondence school was 

launched. One of the new missionaries, 

who arrived in 1975, began planning an

agricultural ministry.
But the civil war that broke out prior to 

Angolan independence forced the mission­
aries to withdraw. Some have returned from 

time to time to maintain contact. Baptist 
radio broadcasts have been continued, and 

the book store has kept operating, the 
volume of sales of Christian literature going 

higher than ever before.
As of June 1, four career Southern Baptist 

missionaries remained assigned to Angola; 

the rest have transferred to other fields. 

Hope continues that missionaries will soon 

be able to return to Angola and resume 

their ministry to a responsive people. IC



Right: Missionaries A. C. (Bert) Sutton, 
lr., and Curtis Dixon leave seeds 

for planting with pastor's family in 
Carmona, Angola, on brief trip 
there during Angola's civil war. 

Far right: Preaching in First 
Church, Luanda, Angola, 

is Missionary Harrison H. Pike.

Above: Building of Luanda's First Baptist Church. 
Right: On sidewalk in front of Baptist Book Store 
in Luanda, two young men pause to read evangelistic 
tracts.
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In home of the Ben Africas (he is district sur­
geon ) in Rehoboth, South West Africa, the 
Charlton D. Whitsons, missionary associates, 
have refreshments with Dr. and Mrs. Africa 
and daughter.

Downtown Windhoek, South West Africa.

□
 ts area is large—about the size of Texas 

and Kentucky combined. Its population 

is sparse—only 673,000. The country, 

South West Africa, is a territory of the 

Republic of South Africa and has been 

since control passed from the old League 

of Nations, which administered the former 

German colony after World War I. In recent 

years the United Nations and black 

Africa nations unsuccessfully have brought 

pressure to remove the territory from 

South African control.

Residing in the towns of South West 

Africa are many European settlers from 

South Africa. The indigenous African tribes 

largely comprise the rural population. The 

country has three official languages: 

Afrikaans, German, and English. Several 

African languages are also spoken.

Mission work has long been well estab­

lished in South West Africa by Anglican,

Catholic, Dutch Reformed, and Rhenish 

(Lutheran) mission societies. Baptist work 

was started by individuals. When one 

couple moved from South Africa in 1959 to 

Walvis Bay, South West Africa's chief port 

city, the wife, learning the nearest Baptist 

church was 750 miles away in Capetown, 

South Africa, began a Sunday School. As 

the mission point struggled to stay alive, a 

Baptist church member from South Africa 

held evangelistic meetings in Walvis Bay. 

As a result, the Baptist work began to grow.

In 1961 a deacon from South Africa 

opened a Baptist effort in the city of 

Windhoek, the administrative capital. He 

also visited and assisted the Baptists at 

Walvis Bay.

That same year, "South African Baptists 

wanted to send a worker to South West 

Africa, but were unable to do so," relates 

Missionary Charles Whitson. "They sug-

gested that Baptists in South West Africa 

contact the Foreign Mission Board of the 

Southern Baptist Convention and make 

their request for missionary assistance." 

The Board began seeking someone to send, 

and in late 1967 a couple was appointed to 

help strengthen Baptist witness in South 

West Africa.

Upon arrival in 1968 the couple found a 

"four-year-old church with 28 members," 

writes Whitson. "One member lived in 

England, 14 were in Windhoek, and the 

others lived in various parts of southern 

Africa. The church had no building and had 

never had a pastor." The Sunday School had 

20 members; classes were taught in three 

languages.

A second Southern Baptist missionary 

couple arrived in 1973, and outreach in 

both Windhoek and Walvis Bay was made 

stronger. The Windhoek Church supported 

the Walvis Bay mission until the mission 

was organized into the country's second 

Baptist church. The two churches have a 

total of almost 90 members; a South African 

pastor serves the Walvis Bay church.

The church in Windhoek ministers to 

English-speaking people throughout the 

country.

"The Baptists in South West Africa 

realize that services in English will not 

meet the needs of the various language 

groups in the land, and they are setting 

aside a large portion of their budget for 

mission work," notes Whitson.

Asofjunel there were four Southern 

Baptist missionary personnel assigned to 

South West Africa—two career missionaries 

and two missionary associates. It

36 THE COMMISSION



T
he island of Madagascar, officially 

known as Malagasy Republic, lies 

some 250 miles off the coast of eastern 

Africa in the Indian Ocean. A colony of 
France for more than 50 years, it received 

independence in 1960. A little smaller than 

the state of Texas in area, Madagascar's 

population totals close to seven million.

In culture the people of Madagascar 

follow Indonesian patterns rather than 

African ones, for their cultural roots are 

in Southeast Asia. "Their social system 

revolves around the extended family, with 

the village as the focal point," writes Mis­

sionary Earl R. Martin.

"Two-thirds of the population espouse 
the traditional religion, which involves the 

veneration of ancestors based on the im­

mortality of souls. Taboos, superstition, 

animal sacrifice, and divination are reg­
ularly observed."

Baptist influence on the island began 
in the 1930s with the work of a Scottish 

missionary. A Conservative Baptist mis­

sionary from the U.S. transferred to Mada­

gascar from the Congo (Zaire) in 1966. 
Today five couples represent the Conser­

vative Baptist Foreign Mission Society, 

with work centered in Tananarive, the 

capital, almost in the island's center, and 

at Antsirabe.

The republic's constitution pledges 

religious freedom, and one-third of the 

population is Christian, divided equally 
between Protestants and Roman Catholics. 

"The Church of Jesus Christ of Madagascar

On mission survey trip in Madagascar Missionaries Marion G. (Bud) Fray (I) and Zeb Moss, 
FMB radio-TV representative for Africa, pause in Tananarive.

is the predominant Protestant group and 

represents a merger of several churches," 

Martin points out. "The Anglican and 

Lutheran churches refrained from the mer­

ger, and Seventh-day Adventists are also 

present."
The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 

Board in 1974, after preliminary surveys, 

voted to establish work in Madagascar. 

One couple, the Martins, is assigned there.

They currently are stationed in Nairobi, 

Kenya, while awaiting visas. Their "work 
will be pursued in consultation and close 

cooperation with both the Malagasy Bap­

tist Association and the Conservative 

Baptist missionaries," notes Martin.

"The evangelistic opportunities on the 

island," he adds, "seem to be of unlimited 

scope and will provide a durable challenge 

to the combined efforts of all the Baptists." Jf
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□
 t is in Uganda that the Nile River begins 

its course to the Mediterranean Sea.

This inland nation, about twice the size of 

the state of Mississippi, has close to eleven 

million people, the vast majority of them 

African.

Gaining independence in 1962, Uganda 
remains a part of the British Common­

wealth. English is the official language, 

although Luganda and other African lan­

guages are spoken. Islam, Christianity, and 

animism are the predominant religions.

From the late nineteenth century until 

the mid-twentieth century, only Anglicans 

and Catholics were at work evangelizing 

the people of Uganda. Southern Baptist 

outreach opened in Uganda in late 1962, 

when one missionary doctor and his wife 

started a small mobile medical clinic out 

of Jinja, on Lake Victoria in the southern 

part of the country.

Southern Baptist work in Uganda in 1967 

became a separate Mission, leaving the 

Baptist Mission of East Africa, which also 

included Kenya and Tanzania. The geo­

graphical distance involved and the differ­

ences in language prompted the change.

"The work grew rapidly, and the staff 

reached 14," reports Missionary Jimmie D.

Hooten, "but some of these missionaries 

transferred to other areas when the future 

development of work in Uganda seemed 

uncertain. However, in 1975, after several 

years with no new personnel for Uganda, a 

newly appointed couple arrived on the 

field."
The Baptist Convention of Uganda was 

formed in 1970, and the Convention and its 

leaders have continued their work, even 

while the number of missionaries declined 

for a time. There are now 75 affiliated

churches, all but one of them classified as 

self-supporting. Membership totals 5,857, 

and there are 67 national pastors.

"Since January 25,1971, Uganda has been

under military rule, " points out Hooten. 

"The government is friendly toward Chris- 

tain missions and has guaranteed religious 

freedom. While some religious groups are 

no longer active, Southern Baptists have 

continued their work. Due to the persistent 

faith of national Christians, Baptist churches 

are open and flourishing."
As of June 1, six Southern Baptist career 

missionaries were assigned to Uganda. TC

At game 
catcher's camp 

in Uganda 
giraffes await 
transportation 

to zoos.
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Market-day crowd in Kampala, Uganda.

At jinja, Uganda, Missionary C. Webster Carroll and church members look over 
building plans for Baptist church.

Workman spreads coffee beans to dry.

T
 wo Southern Baptist missionary couples currently are assigned to Mozambique, an 

elongated country on the southeastern coast of Africa. It is about the size of the 

statesstatesXof Texas and1South Carolina3combined;11populationPis approaching nine3millio 

But the missionaries have temporarily withdrawn, due to political unrest that followed 

national independence in mid-1975 for Mozambique, a former overseas state of Portugal. 

Baptist witness there was begun by the Portuguese Baptist Convention. There are seven 

churches with about 500 members.1C
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Note: Current addresses of Foreign Mission Board missionary 
personnel, including emeritus missionaries, are available in the 
Missionary Directory, published every four months by the Board's 
Department of Communications. The Directory is available free 
on request from the department, Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230.

Be advised some addresses may have been changed between 
copy deadline and receipt of magazine.

Arrivals from the Field
Andrews, William P./Constance (Chile), c/o W. P. Andrews, Jr., 

304 Charlotte St., Rocky Mount. N.C. 27801.
Ashley, Clinton M./Andrea (S. Brazil), 3112 Kings Rd., Dallas, Tex. 

75219.
Barger, Deborah (journ., Dominican Rep., assignment completed 

June 30), 295 W. 63 St., Hialeah. Fla. 33012.
Barron, James R./Linda (Ghana), 107 A. P. Hill Ave.. Highland 

Springs, Va. 23075.
Bartley, James W.. Jr./Peggy (Umguav), 4620 Frazier. Ft. Worth, 

Tex. 76115.
Basham, John S. (journ.. Tanzania, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o C. L. Basham, Rt. 5, Box 209, Bristol, Tenn. 37620.
Bashaw, Erene (journ., Kenya, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o R. G. Bashaw, Box 382, Seminole, Tex. 79360.
Bass, Andrea (journ., Hong Kong, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o A. D. Bass, 8212 S. Broadway, Tyler, Tex. 75701.
Bennett, E. Preston/Audie (Japan), c/o Mrs. J. E. Ratcliff. Box 1125, 

Campbell. Tex. 75422.
Blount, Martha Ann (S. Brazil), 2215 Abbott-Martin Rd. D-8, Nash­

ville, Tenn.37215.
Bostick, Ronnie K./Sallie (Zambia), First Bap. Church, Ada, Okla. 

74820.
Branham, Suzanne (journ., Gaza, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o C. D. Branham, Box 424, Kimball, Neb. 69145.
Bryant, Douglas A./Ann (Ghana). 92 E. Wesley Rd.. Atlanta, Ga. 

30305.
Burch, Vella Jane/(Hong Kong), Ragley Hall Rd., No. 6, Atlanta. 

Ga. 30319.
Burnham, James L./Mary Anne (Israel). 130 S. Wingate St., Wake 

Forest, N.C. 27587.
Carter, J. Dale/Sue(W. Brazil). 1837 Minter Ln.. Abilene, Tex. 79603. 
Carter, Joan (Kenya), Box 333, Madison, Ga. 30650.
Casey, J. Kenneth/Frances (assoc.. Bermuda), c/o J. Carol Casey, 

211 Virginia Ave., Greer, S.C. 29651.
Childers, Steven D. (joum., Zambia, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o M. H. Childers. Box 244, Lone Grove, Okla. 73443.
Cleaver, Constance (journ.. Argentina, assignment completed June 

30), Box 688, Eustis, Fla. 32726.
Colston, Billy G./Geraldine (Korea), 1311 Johnston Dr.. Anniston, 

Ala. 36201.
Cook, Elwood E. (journ., Ghana, assignment completed June 30), 

Rt. 1, Box 334, California, Mo. 65018.
Cooke, Melanie (journ., Rhodesia, assignment completed June 30), 

Box 44, Mountain City, Tenn. 37683.
Cowlev, William A./Audrey (Nigeria), 609 Erie St.. Birmingham, 

Ala. 35224.
Curp, William D./Beverly (Ethiopia), c/o J. D. Stephens. Cowgill, 

Mo. 64637.
Daniell, David P./Lorna (Mexico). 3522 Tanglebriar, Pasadena, Tex. 

77503.
Davis, C. Evelyn (Kenya), 1106 Saltilla Blvd., Waycross, Ga. 31501. 
Deal, John L./Revonda (Malavsia). 3464 Blueberry Ln., Birmingham, 

Ala. 35216.
Dillworth, Linda (journ.. Philippines, assignment completed June 

30), 3212 Sycamore Dr., Augusta. Ga. 30904.
Dolifka, Donald R./Mary Alice (Tanzania). New Gulf Bap. Church. 

New Gulf, Tex. 77462.
Duncan, Marshall G./Margie (Kenya). Box 345, Norris. Tenn. 37828. 
Escalera, Margaret (journ., Taiwan, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o Mrs. Armando Escalera, 1104 Toliver Ave., Killeen, Tex. 
76541.

Ernest, Mary Lee (Singapore). 500 Fort Dale St., Greenville, Ala. 
36037.

Everhart, Jack D./Sharon (Korea). 209 W. Ercoupe, Midwest City. 
Okla. 73110.

Falwell, Ruben H.. Jr./Rowena (assoc., Hong Kong), 31 Whitsett 
Rd., Nashville, Tenn. 37211.

Fielder, L. Gerald/Jo Beth (Japan), c/o Bob Miller, Poly Science 
Dept., Baylor University, Waco, Tex. 76706.

Fleming, Connie (journ., Japan, assignment completed June 30), 
c/o W. L. Ellard, Box 33, 100 Meadowland Dr., Aberdeen, Miss. 
39730.

Forman, Cathy (journ., Gaza, assignment completed June 30), c/o 
W. K. Forman. Fairview Dr., Rt. 5, Campbellsville, Ky. 42718.

Forrester, Richard A./Joan (Venezuela), Lake Wildwood, Rt. 1, 
Box 95, Macon, Ga. 31204.

Fray, Marion G., Jr./Jane (field rep., Southern Africa), c/o Don 
Dawley, Box 68, Arkadelphia, Ark. 71923.

Gann, M. Dale/Nelda (Tanzania). 309 S. Sixth St., Ozark, Mo. 65721. 
Gary, Alvin L./Judy (LeewardIslands), 2215 39th St.. Lubbock, Tex.

79412.
Gladen, Van/Alma Ruth (Mexico), 113 Briarwood, Palestine, Tex. 

75801.
Hairston, Martha E. (N. Brazil). Rt. 2, Box 409A, Warren, Ark. 

71671.
Hampton, Roberta E. (S. Brazil), Box 151, Lamar, Mo. 64759.
Hannah, Glenda (journ., Mexico, assignment completed June 30), 

912 Laurel St., Bremen, Ga. 30110.
Harper, Leland J./Elizabeth (Paraguay), 214 N. Gray, Joplin, Mo. 

64801.
Hasenmyer, Wayne L./Linda (Japan), 3542 Nanz Ave., Louisville, 

Ky. 40207.
Hernandez, Melba (journ., Mexico, assignment completed June 30), 

1019 Wade Hampton, Ft. Worth, Tex. 76126.
Herndon, John M./Norma (Portugal), 1300 Canstatt Dr., Huntsville, 

Ala. 35803.

Huey, Jimmy M./Sylvia (journ., Philippines, assignment completed 
June 30), 4212 Doris St., Bay City, Tex. 77414.

Hughes, Stanley L./Jean (journ., Hong Kong, assignment completed 
June 30), c/o E. L. Hughes, Rt. 1, Box 155-5, Dalhart, Tex. 79022.

James, Sharon (journ., Dominican Rep., assignment completed June 
30), Rt. 3, Box 349, Amelia, Va. 23002.

Jones, Jerry (journ., Tanzania, assignment completed June 30), c/o 
R. C. Jones, Box 386, Ruston, La. 71270.

Keaton, Larry N./Kitty (Spain), 1614 Ryan, Murray, Ky. 42071.
Keown, Sherrill (journ., Korea, assignment completed June 30), Rt. 4, 

Box 232-A, Dothan, Ala. 36301.
Kilpatrick, Franklin A./Paula (Zambia), 2207 Lillian, Pasadena, 

Tex. 77502.
Kirkpatrick, Vance C./Cherry (Kenya). Box 187, Ruston, La. 71270.
Knight, Frances (Nigeria), 609 Pasadena Blvd., Mineral Wells, Tex. 

76067.
Lace, Diane (journ., Thailand, assignment completed June 30), 202 

Tanbridge Dr., Wilmington, N.C. 28401.
Legg, L. Gene (Nigeria), 508 E. Magnolia, Mt. Pleasant, Tex. 75455.
Lemoine, Byron F. (journ., Israel, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o B. F. Lemoine, Jr., Box 300, Hamburg, La. 71339.
Lineberger, Marion T., Sr./Polly (Argentina), 1737 E. North St., 

Greenville, S.C. 29607.
Looney, Anna Mae (journ., India, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o M. C. Looney, Box 259, Thayer, Mo. 65791.
Lotz, Karen (journ., N. Brazil, assignment completed June 30), 5911 

E. Sylvane, Tucson, Ariz. 85711.
Luper, J. Daniel/Julia (Eq. Brazil), 1429 Bennett, Arlington, Tex. 

76013.
Lyon, Roy L./Alma Ruth (Venezuela), 2055 Las Cruces, Dallas, Tex. 

75217.
McMillan, Tom W./Marilyn (Tanzania), Hardin-Simmons Univ., 

Abilene, Tex. 79601.
Mangrum, Mary (journ., Costa Rica, assignment completed June 30), 

6365 Alamo Pl., Nashville, Tenn. 37209.
Mashburn, Margaret (journ., Venezuela, assignment completed 

June 30), 5 Greenbriar Dr., Waynesville, N.C. 28786.
Meares, Jan (journ., Ecuador, assignment completed June 30), 3445 

Northwood. Plano, Tex. 75074.
Miles, J. Virginia (Indonesia), 309 Halifax St., Clinton, N.C. 28328.
Miles, Tress (journ., Rhodesia, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o H. C. Miles, 5712 Lovett Dr., Savannah, Ga. 31406.
Miller, Paul H./Eveline (Nigeria). Rt. 9, Altamont Rd., Greenville, 

S.C. 29609.
Morgan, E. Carter/Agnes (Hong Kong), Chauga Hgts. R-3, West­

minster, S.C. 29693.
Norman, J. Thomas/Joan (Colombia), c/o C. H. Watson, Box 331, 

Chico, Tex. 76030.
Northcutt, Irvin L./Mildred (Pen/). 803 Lichfield Rd., Columbus, 

Ga. 31904.
Overton, Philip R./Sue (Yemen), 2120 73rd St., Galveston, Tex. 

77551.
Pearce, D. Ann (Paraguay), 603 E. Cleveland St., Dillon, S.C. 29536.
Pemble, Peggy (Eq. Brazil), 1320 N. Lee Ct., Leesburg, Fla. 32748.
Pennell, Wayne A./Elinor (Indonesia), 2768 Laurel Ridge Dr., Deca­

tur, Ga. 30033.
Phillips, Gene A./Jacqueline (Erance). 2 Berkley Ave., Greenville, 

S.C. 29609.
Phillips, Robert H. (journ., (Okinawa, assignment completed June 

30), 824 S. Andrews, Sherman. Tex. 75090.
Poor, J. Wallace/Elizabeth (Uruguay), c/o Mrs. Ruth Poor, Wheaton, 

Mo. 64874.
Posey, J. Earl, Jr./Mamie Lou (Philippines), 3805 E. Camellia Dr., 

Mobile, Ala. 36609.
Pruitt, Jane (journ., Japan, assignment completed June 30). c/o C. D. 

Pruitt, 1910 S. Broadway, Pittsburg, Kan. 66762.
Rader, Dick A./Sue (Zambia), 4616 Frazier, Ft. Worth, Tex. 76115.
Ray, Cheryl L. (Zambia). 4721 Shawnee Tr.. Amarillo, Tex. 79109.
Robinson, Charlene (journ., Japan, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o C. M. Robinson, Rt. 1, Mountain City, Tenn. 37683.
Robinson, Mikel F. (journ., Ghana, assignment completed June 30), 

21 McCormick Dr.. Moberly, Mo. 65270.
Rodgers, Kathryn (journ., Taiwan, assignment completed June 30), 

400 McTeer Dr., Kingsport, Tenn. 37663.
Roper, Harriet (journ., Mexico, assignment completed June 30), 

Rt. 2, Box 106, Bullard, Tex. 75757.
Russell, Judy (journ., N. Brazil, assignment completed June 30), Box 

88, Los Fresnos, Tex. 78566.
Ryther, Carl F./Jean (Bangladesh). Rt. 3, Box 55, Gonzales, Tex. 

78629.
Sawyer, Camille (journ.. Japan, assignment completed June 30), 

c/o J. F. Sawyer, 10 Hyten St., Benton, Ark. 72015.
Schaffner, Karen (journ.. Ghana, assignment completed June 30), 

Rt. 1. Box 116, Byers, Tex. 76357.
Schmidt, Joe Mack (journ., Costa Rica, assignment completed June 

30). 1011 W. Oak. Olney. Tex. 76374.
Seat, Leroy K./June (Japan). 429 Wilson St., Liberty, Mo. 64068.
Seelig, Timothy G./Vicki (journ., Austria, assignment completed 

June 30), c/o J. E. Seelig, 4441 Stanley, Ft. Worth, Tex. 76115.
Sherouse, J. Neil. Jr./Marsha (journ., Japan, assignment completed 

June 30), c/o J. N. Sherouse. 1116 Moseley Ave., Palatka, Fla. 
32077.

Sloan, Charles B. (journ., Kenya, assignment completed June 30), 
c/o J. L. Sloan, 1225 Access Rd. B-5, Conyers, Ga. 30207.

Smith, Murray C./Dixie (Uruguay), 303 N. Fifth St.. Arkadelphia, 
Ark. 71923.

Smith, Paul S./Virginia (Jordan), 1005 Spencer Dr., Monroe, La. 
71201.

Smith, Peggy Jo (journ., Korea, assignment completed June 30), 
605 N. Dartmouth, Raleigh, N.C. 27609.

Snell, Roy E./Sarah (Indonesia), 3024 Shenandoah Ave., Charlotte, 
N.C.28205.

Spaulding, James E./Barbara (assoc., Trinidad), First Bap. Church, 
111 N. Main St., Lawrenceburg, Ky. 40342.

Stevens, Paul L. (journ., Singapore, assignment completed June 30), 
3904 SE. 26th, Del City, Okla. 73115.

Stevens, T. Matthew (journ., Ghana, assignment completed June 30), 
3502 Elm St.. Rapid City. S.D. 57701.

Stouffer, Paul W./Peggy (S. Brazil), 521 Bankhead Hgwy., SE., 
Mableton, Ga. 30059.

Strength, Teresa (journ., 5". Brazil, assignment completed June 30), 
203 Sears St., Fairfax, Ala. 36854.

Summerall, Richard V. (journ., Colombia, assignment completed 
June 30), 707 S. Waverly, Dallas, Tex. 75208.

Swiney, Kathleen (journ., Colombia, assignment completed June 
30), Rt. 3, Box 172A, Magnolia, Tex. 77355.

Tabor, Charles G./Ellen (Korea), 3911 Fritz St., Winston-Salem, 
N.C. 27104.

Trimble, James W./Vivian (Lebanon), 2302 Cedar Creek Dr.. Ruston, 
La. 71270.

Upshaw, David F. (journ.. Kenya, assignment completed June 30). 
c/o W. B. Upshaw, Gether. Va. 22464.

Walker, William L./Mary (Japan). 1806 S. Eighth. Waco. Tex. 76706.
Wall, Deborah (journ.. Korea, assignment completed June 30), 1125 

Valley Ridge. Waco. Tex. 76710.
Walworth, E. Harvey/Martha (Mexico). 4811 Cicada Ln.. Houston. 

Tex.77039.
Watkins, Kenneth H./Linda (Paraguay), c/o Skycrest Bap. Church. 

Clearwater. Fla. 33518.
Watters, James L./Darleene (Japan), c/o J. B. Watters. 13707 Shire­

brook. Sugarland. Tex. 77478.
Wester, William S./Blanche (Malawi). 2804 Iroquois Ave.. Jackson­

ville. Fla. 32210.
Wheat, Ruby L. (Korea), 2210 Taylor St.. Wichita Falls. Tex. 76309.
Whitaker, Carol (journ.. Japan, assignment completed June 30), 

2928 Hobson. Davenport. Iowa 52802.
White, Dan R./Frieda (Spain). 707 Indian Trail. Kerrville. Tex. 

78028.
Willis, James R. (journ.. Ethiopia, assignment completed June 30). 

5409 Montview Blvd.. Denver. Colo. 80207.
Wilson, Michael H./Catherine (Taiwan). Rt. 1. Box 11. Hanover. 

Ind.47243.
Wilson, Ralph A./Sue (Honduras). 406 N. 12th St.. Carrizo Springs. 

Tex.78834.
Yarbrough, Diane (journ.. India, assignment completed June 30). 

c/o A. M. Yarbrough, 1808 Fourth St.. NW.. Birmingham. Ala. 
35215.

Yarbrough, Teddy E./Glenda (Guatemala). 724 Fourth St.. Pleasant 
Grove, Ala. 35127.

York, Ted E. (journ.. Liberia, assignment completed June 30), Rt. 1. 
Box 21. Staley. N.C. 27355.

Young, Kathy (journ.. Tanzania, assignment completed June 30). 
c/o E. M. Young. Rt. 4. Clarksville. Tenn. 37040.

Departures to the Field
Atnip, Logan C./Virginia. Rhodesia.
Baker, Frank J./Margaret (assoc.). Zambia.
Bennett, Troy C./Marjorie. Bangladesh.
Bradford, David G./Barbara (assoc.), Korea.
Bridges, Nancy L.. Philippines.
Burnett, Johnny N./Barbara, Eq. Brazil.
Burt, Daniel H., Jr./Mary Ellen. S. Brazil.
Callaway, Merrell P./Arlene. Morocco.
Carroll, G. Webster/Betty. Uganda.
Carswell, Sidney G./Ruth.Eq. Brazil.
Chandler, Mary Anne. Malawi.
Davis, W. Raiph/Joyce. Ghana.
Day, H. Jackson/Doris. N. Brazil.
Ditmore, L. Steve/Shirley. Pent.
Emanuel, Wayne E./Mary Lou. Japan.
Fallaw, Billy K./Ann. N. Brazil.
Gilliland, Martha J. (Mrs. W. M.), Nigeria.
Goldfinch, Sydney L./Frances, Costa Rica.
Griffin, Clarence O./Ruth. Indonesia.
Harkins, T. Franklin/Janie. Korea.
Henderson, W. Guy (Lois). Philippines.
Hood, Alton L./OIga, Thailand.
Key, Jerry S./Johnnie. S. Brazil.
Kirkendall, James F./Elizabeth (field rep.. India. Iran. & Bangla­

desh). Iran.
Larimer, Betty R. (assoc.). Nigeria.

r.............-................................
NOW ... AT LAST . ■ ■
The course you have waited for!

*74e 77ta*y f/o ^aate

"With a Song in My Heart"

A complete course for piano based 
on the old hymn tunes. Play hymns 
from the very first lesson. Price: 
$16.50 for the five-volume course. 
Complete satisfaction or your 
money promptly refunded. Satis­
fied customers in 55 countries. 
Books may be purchased individu­
ally. Free brochure available upon 
request. Order from:

Mary Jo Moore
DEPT. C , 286 POLAND AVENUE

STRUTHERS, OHIO 44471
(Ohio residents add 4% sales tax)
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Long, Charles P./Sandra, Belgium.
McCoy, John F./Barbara, Nigeria.
McMinn, Don J./Ginger, Korea.
McQueen, Bettye Ann, Nigeria.
Martin, Jack L./Gladys, Thailand.
Matthews, W. Harold/Clara, Philippines.
Moon, J. Loyd/Mary Hazel, Eq. Brazil.
Moore, Bonnie Mae, Nigeria.
Morris, J. Glenn/Polly. Thailand.
Morris, Richard E./Christena, Taiwan.
Morris, Russell A./Lena May, Singapore.
Mosteller, Paul C./Dorothy, Thailand.
Moye, Jerry E. L./Ruth, Hong Kong.
Nabors, Thomas C./Marilyn, Gaza.
Oakes, George/Charlene (assoc.), S. Brazil.
Oliver, A. Bruce/Margaret, N. Brazil.
Orr, Donald L./Violet, Colombia.
Register, Ray G., Jr./Rose Mary, Israel.
Robinson, Gordon E./Maxine, Nigeria. 
Sacco, Mack L./Linda, France.
Schmidt, Sidney P./Darlene, Singapore.
Sergeant, William L./LaVeta, Taiwan.
Shirley, Charles W./Lois, Argentina.
Shults, N. Mack/Audrey, N. Brazil.
Simoneaux, Michel S ./Bonnie, Japan.
Stanley, James I./Rosalyn, Philippines.
Stephens, Marjorie L., Nigeria.
Sutton, J. Boyd/Joan, S. Brazil.
Trotter, George R./Martha, Indonesia.
Valerius, Erling C./Carrie, S. Brazil.
Wagner, William L./Sally, Austria.
Wakefield, Robert E./Margarita, Singapore.
Walker, Freddie/Betty, Dominica.
Walker, Laurence A./Nancy, S. Brazil.
Watanabe, George H./Amy.Japan.
Welch, Norvel W./Hattie, S. Brazil.
White, Wayne/Winnie, Mexico.
Whitson, David H./Betty Ann, Tanzania.
Wiggs. Charles W./Bonnie, Korea.
Witt, Mary M., N. Brazil.
Yarbrough, James A./Nancy, Nigeria.

Transfers
Baker, Dwight L./Emma, Israel to India, Dec. 31 (instead of July 15, 

as reported in July album).
Ballenger, Isam E./Katherine, Germany to field rep., Europe. Oct. 1.
Brady, Otis W./Martha, Guyana to Belize. July 1.
Hammett, M. Frances, E. Africa to Nigeria. July 1.
Kirkland, Donald/Shirley, Eq. Brazil to Ethiopia. July 1.
Longbottom, Samuel F., Jr./Marian, Vietnam to Taiwan. July 1.
Moore, Walter M./Charlean, Ghana to Nigeria. July 1.
Sacco, Mack L./Linda, Lebanon to France. July 15.
Stamps, Stanley D./Glenna, Ecuador to Nicaragua. Aug. 1.
Walker, Freddie/Betty, E. Africa to Windward Islands. June 18.

Retirements
Lunsford, James A./Lena (S. Brazil). Sept. 30.

Field Assignments
Dunn, William T./Patricia (Lebanon), Jordan, July 1.

Assignments Completed
Roller, Helen (assoc., Rhodesia), Aug. 31.

Resignations
Allen, Walter E./Billie (E. Africa). June 30.
Dorris, David M./Jean (Bangladesh). June 30.
Headrick, Harvey O./Betty (S. Brazil). May 31.
Hix, Glenn L./Mabel (Okinawa). Aug. 15.
Holder, George R./Rogene (Colombia). June 30.
Marshall, William W./Alice (Germany). June 30 (to become secre­

tary of Dept, of Furlough Ministries).
Moseley, William D./Barbara (S. Brazil), July 31.
Neely, Alan P./Virginia (Colombia), June 30.
Richards, Jimmie L./Pamela (Dominican Rep.), June 30.
Steel, E. Richard/Betty (Mexico), June 30.
Willis, Harlan L./So (Thailand), July 1.
Yoder, Larry C./Laurabelle (Belgium), July 25.

Deaths
Perry, May E. (emer., Nigeria), June 27.
Randall, Ruth (emer., S. Brazil) .June 22, Fayetteville, Ark.

Marriages
Heiss, James Donald, son of Donald R./Joyce Heiss (Japan), to E. 

Amy Suttle, June 28, Knoxville, Tenn.
Jones, Karen Rynell, daughter of Samuel L./Ona Jones (Rhodesia), 

to Mark Andrew Ray, son of Daniel B./Frances Ray (Korea), June 
12, Dallas, Tex.

Williams, Darlene, daughter of James A., Jr./Faye Williams (Mexico), 
to Juan Antonio Gamiochipi, June 19, Cuidad Satelite, Mexico.

MOVING?
Help us keep your copy of The Com­

mission coming. When you change mail­
ing address, give us advance norice (allow 
at least five weeks). (Exception: Pastors 
report change to Research Services De­
partment, Stmday School Board, 127 Ninth 
Ave., N., Nashville, Tenn. 37234.) Attach 
old mailing label or copy FULL label in­
formation below (including code num­
bers). Then add new address. Mail to: 
Editor, The Commission, Box 6597, Rich­
mond, Va. 23230.

Oall for 
Vol unteers

This listing of opportunities for laymen to 
serve in short-term mission projects over­
seas was provided by the office of the con­
sultant for laymen overseas at the Foreign 
Mission Board. If you feel Cod's leading to 
fill such a role, write to W.L. (Wimpy) Smith, 
Foreign Mission Board, Box 6597, Rich­
mond, Va. 23230.

WATER WELL SPECIALIST
Colombia: Needed is an expert in deter­

mining whether water can be found in a 
given location to assist Valle Camp, the 
national Baptist camp, in improving its 
water supply. Person would also be expected 
to give instructions as to how the well for 
the camp could be built. A two-week to 
four-week assignment.

CONSTRUCTION TEAMS
Philippines: Ten men are needed for 15 

days to construct a small dormitory for 12 
students at Luzon Baptist Bible School, 
Dagupan City. The school provides training 
for pastors—high school, plus two years of 
college.

Another team is needed to build the di­
rector's residence at Luzon Baptist Bible 
School.

A team also is needed to build the first 
floor of the main building at Luzon Baptist 
Bible School.

Chile: A team is needed for two weeks to 
lay a new gym floor at the Baptist Academy 
in Temuco. Team members will be respon­
sible for round-trip transportation. The Mis­
sion will provide food and lodging. Wood 
has been purchased and is ready to install, 
but team members will need to bring hand 
tools.

BIBLE TEACHER
Liberia: Person needed to teach Bible for 

missionary on furlough, grades seven, nine, 
and twelve at Ricks Institute. Arrival date 
of April 1, 1977, requested. Round-trip 
transportation and furnished housing pro­
vided for husband and wife.

VOCATIONAL INSTRUCTOR
Philippines: A vocational instructor in 

mechanics is needed for Southern Baptist 
College to work with teachers in the voca-

Name---------

OLD Address.

City State--------- Zip

NEW Address_____- ________—

C it\y_________ State______  Zip

tional department and help with church 
work in local churches for one year. Vol­
unteer would need to bring basic tools for 
auto and-or motorcycle maintenance. Hous­
ing and round-trip airfare provided.

EVANGELISM TEAM
Philippines: Ten men needed to witness 

and teach home Bible studies.

CLERK-TYPIST
Gaza: Clerk typist needed to work at the 

Baptist Hospital for one year, beginning as 
soon as possible. Round-trip transportation 
and furnished housing provided.

ADULT VOCATIONAL TEACHER
Philippines: Person needed to establish a 

variety of programs on campus by which 
students would train to involve themselves 
in multiple ways that would provide for 
their financial needs while at the Philippine 
Baptist Theological Seminary. A volunteer 
is needed as soon as possible for this one- 
year assignment. Round-trip transportation 
and furnished housing provided for husband 
and wife.

WMU WORKERS
Dominican Republic: Oneortwo Spanish­

speaking women trained in WMU work are 
needed in Santiago to train national leaders; 
a one- to two-month assignment.

HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATOR ADVISOR
Jordan: An experienced hospital ad­

ministrator is needed to help the adminis­
trator at Baptist Hospital, Ajloun, review 
and restructure the hospital's organizational 
structure. Furnished housing is provided for 
this four-month assignment, but the vol­
unteer must pay his own round-trip trans­
portation.

SECRETARY
Japan: Person needed to serve in Tokyo 

as secretary for the Baptist Mission office. 
Volunteer would serve one year, taking the 
place of a missionary on furlough. Arrival in 
Tokyo should be November 1976. Furnished 
housing and round-trip transportation pro­
vided.

PAINTERS
Colombia: A team of eight men is needed 

to paint the exterior of the Baptist clinic in 
Barranquilla; one-week assignment. Team 
will pay its own round-trip transportation; 
Mission will provide food and lodging.

VETERINARIAN
Dominican Republic: Needed to serve for 

a two-week period anytime during the next 
few months.

VOLUNTEER MEDICAL NEEDS
Synopsis of needs, three weeks to three 

months. For additional information, write 
Dr. Franklin T. Fowler, Foreign Mission 
Board, SBC, Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230.

Dentists: Antigua, Honduras, Trinidad.
GP: Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Honduras, 

Rhodesia, Thailand, Yemen.
Internal Medicine: Ghana.
Internist: Rhodesia.
Pediatrician: Gaza, Ghana, Nigeria.
Surgeon: Gaza, Ghana, India, Nigeria, 

Rhodesia, Thailand, Yemen.
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Do your Christmas 
shopping 
at home
GIVE THE COMMISSION WITH
THE NEW SBC MOMENT MASTER
MEMO BOOK INCLUDED
FREE!
You give a present that truly reflects the spirit of the season. 
Then, throughout the next year your friends will share the 
same blessings you yourself receive from The Commission.

YOU SAVE MONEY AT LOW
CHRISTMAS RATES.
1 The Commission gift subscription plus 

Moment Master costs $3.50.
2 subscriptions cost $6.00.
3 subscriptions cost $8.00.
4 subscriptions cost $ 10.00.
All additional subscriptions cost $2.50 each.
You avoid all the hustle-bustle, as well as the wear, of last- 
minute shopping sprees. And there’s no wrapping and 
mailing problems. We also send a gift notice to each person 
you list just prior to Christmas.

You include a special, added gift with every subscription. 
Your friends will be reminded of your thoughtfulness daily 
as they use Moment Master. Not only is it useful for per­
sonal notes of meetings, addresses, etc., but also it is a 
treasury of inspirational helps for daily reference.

The Commission, P.O. Box 6597, Richmond, Virginia 23230

I’m ordering one-year subscriptions. Payment of $--------- enclosed.
□ include my renewal Odo not include my renewal
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Sian gift card

Street

City

State

ID

(Size 3-1 /2 by 5-3/4 inches)

Payment must accompany order. Use separate sheet of paper for additional gift subscriptions.



The Executive View

FRONT-LINE 
MISSIONARIES 
By Baker J. Cauthen

M
issionaries are the advance guard in 

the Christian movement. Many of 

them are engaged in opening work in coun­

tries where Southern Baptists previously 

have not served. The steady march of mis­

sionaries into new fields has been an out­

standing feature of foreign mission service 

in recent years. The names of many coun­

tries have been made very familiar in South­

ern Baptist families as they have prayed for 

missionaries who have opened new work. 

Even within countries where work has 

long been done, missionaries penetrate new 

fields. The outreach into additional cities, 

towns, villages, and rural communities is a 

constant matter on mission fields. Mission­

aries not only engage personally in opening 

new places of work, but their efforts stim­

ulate national pastors and others to under­

take daring efforts for our Lord in opening 

new work.

In looking toward the future, vast efforts 

will be necessary in bold thrusts in evange­
lism in the great urban centers of the world. 

The growth of cities is a modern phenom­

enon. The population explosion will inevita­
bly result in much larger cities than the 

world has ever seen, and the development 
of additional cities which are now small.

Effort must be made by means of large- 

scale projects in evangelism to bring the 

gospel of Christ to the multitudes in these 

centers of population. This will call for 

great evangelistic crusades with appropri­

ate preparation, follow-through, and train­

ing of people who are brought to know 
Christ as Savior.

In the utilization of radio, missionaries 
will be on the front line of limitless op­

portunity. Sharing the gospel by means of 
radio throughout the world will bring mil­

lions of people under the influence of the 

Christian message who have never known it 

before. Correspondence studies, informa­
tion centers, and follow-through opportuni­

ties will need to be served very carefully in 

order to achieve everything possible by 

means of mass media.

Amid disaster and the outbreak of fam­

ine, missionaries must be on the front line 

meeting emergency situations and demon­

strating the love of Christ in action. They 
represent the hands of Southern Baptists 
reaching across the world into countless 

situations where ministries in the name of 

our Lord are needed.

In the training of Christian workers 

through seminaries, Bible schools, theo­

logical institutes, laymen's retreats, 

Theological Education by Extension, and 

conferences for Christian workers, mission­

aries will stand on the front line, giving 

preparation and inspiration to people 

called of Cod to take the Word of life to 

their fellow countrymen.
Front-line missionaries will continue to 

answer calls of need wherever those calls 

may take them. Sometimes the missionary 

fi nds hi mself engagi ng i n many types of 

work he did not anticipate until he saw the 

realities of meeting the need where the 

gospel is little known.

To many missionaries, there comes the 

realism of being on the front line amid 

disturbance and danger. Those who have 

served so valiantly in Beirut and throughout 

Lebanon have demonstrated anew the 

highest qualities of Christian commitment 

through the terrible months of danger 

which have been experienced.

When emergencies erupt in a mission 

area, servants of God find themselves re­

acting as people under command of our 

sovereign Lord.

The dangers are fully recognized, but the 

missionary realizes that he is there by a 

deep sense of God's appointment, and he is 

not willing to move away from his place of 

duty unless he is deeply convinced in his 

heart that this is what his Lord directs.

Missionaries find themselves in times of 
danger with the high privilege of acting as 

persons who can look to God for his clear 

leadership.Theyknowthat they will be given 

full support by Southern Baptists, through 

the Foreign Mission Board, to do what they 

come to believe is God's will for them.
Sometimes in emergencies missionaries 

recognize that they must come away. Many 

factors enter into such decisions. They 

leave their posts of duty with the clear 

sense that God is guiding them. Others 

have a deep awareness that the Lord would 
have them stay and witness for him amid 

the emergencies. They continue at their 

posts amid whatever dangers may come, 
knowing that the Lord will be with them 

and that they will be fully supported by 

Southern Baptists, through the Foreign Mis­

sion Board, in a bold stand for Christ. This 

has occurred over and over through mis­

sion history so that it becomes character­

istic of the way missionaries do in times of 

emergency. Normal work under abnormal 

conditions often describes the front-line 

missionary.

Thank God for front-line missionaries. 

Their heroic service can be understood 

only in terms of how people act when they 

are aware that they are following Jesus 

Christ. May God raise up many more mis­

sionaries who will serve our Lord on front 

lines around the world. 1(2
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Coming: "Teach Missions"

A
t every opportunity we try to encourage the greatest possible 

participationinthestudy of missions. Thetaskis shared in sev­

eral ways among the appropriate Southern Baptist Convention 

agencies and with Woman's Missionary Union. In this context the 

following article, written by Carolyn Weatherford, introduces to 

us bright prospects for a new level of interest in mission study in 

the churches.

As executive secretary of Woman's Missionary Union, Miss 

Weatherford refers only to "women" and "girls," consistent with 

the understood range within which WMU operates. However, it 

is our hope that the plan she announces and describeswill be seen 

as applying to every church member in every church.

In October Woman's Missionary Union will launch "Teach 

Missions," an emphasis designed to improve the image and 

quality of mission study, and to encourage participation in the 

study of missions. This is one response the missionary organi­

zation for women and girls is making to the need for more 

missionary information among Southern Baptists.

"Teach Missions" is a three-year emphasis, 1976-79. The first 

year is planned to help women and girls learn about and ap­

preciate the biblical basis and history of missions. The second 

year will emphasize helping women and girls to grow and de­

velop spiritually. The third year's plans will help them learn 

about and identify with contemporary mission work. Titles for 

thesethree years are:

1976-77Teach Missions: to know, to grow

1977-78 Teach Missions: to be, to do 

1978-79TeachMissions: boldly
Activities for the first year include a Book Fair to be held 

during WMU Focus Week, Feb. 6-12, 1977. Featured in the 

fair will be all types of mission books, with emphasis on mis­

sionary biographies. To inform church members of missionary 

periodicals, all WMU magazines, Home Missions, and The 

Commission will be spotlighted.
Missions'Readathon will bean effort to encourage everyone 

to read either mission study books or books which would 

expand their missions horizon. All persons in the church will 

be encouraged to participate in the Missions Readathon. Buy- 

ingof mission books and subscribing to mission magazines will 

be promoted. Already under way, but a significant part of 

"Teach Missions," is the Round Table Club, a book-of-the- 

month club featuring mission books. Persons may join by 

writing The Round Table Book Club, Box 24030, Nashville, 

Tenn. 37202.

Churchwide mission study activities will be promoted for 

the foreign and home mission graded series, with study of the 

books by all ages on the same night. Teachers will be en­

couraged to improve their teaching skills by attending the 

Graded Series Institute in the association.

New mission study groups, individual reading plans, and 

quality study sessions whenever they are conducted will be a 

part of the "Teach Missions" emphasis.
Why "Teach Missions?" There is an appalling lack of know­

ledge about missions among Southern Baptists. The excitement 
of missions in the United States and abroad must be shared 

so that more people will become involved in praying, giving 

money, and considering missions as a vocation.

"Teach Missions!" Know! Grow!

Birthday Praying, and More
THE BIRTHDAYPRAYER list of missionaries is afeatureof mission 

support known by many Southern Baptists. We like to think that 

there are at least a few persons with this bit of awareness in every 

church, even the smallest in membership. If not, there is need for 

setting such a goal for prayer involvement.

There is much more to prayer support for missionaries, but be 

assured that the birthday dimension is significant beyond mea­

sure. Perhaps someone soon will gather and publish a collection 

of testimonies by home and foreign missionaries revealing what 

remarkable things God has done in answer to the praying done by 

those who follow this very simple scheme.

Biblically based praying has immeasurable possibilities for all 

persons involved—those praying and those for whom the praying 

is done. And when we say "all persons" we mean that the range of 

involvement has no bounds. No age limit is set. No restriction of 

circumstance prohibits. Precious and meaningful can be the pray- 

ingofachild who talks with God in simple, unstructured expression 

and faith.

Prayer support for missions and missionaries can be viewed also 
within a different context. There is constant need for the kind of 

praying that is possible only with a knowledge of fact and cir­
cumstance. This takes us beyond the once-a-year petitions related 

to birthdays. Special needs for prayer come under many headings. 

High on the list are matters related to the missionary's family. 

Practically every kind of problem that besets families here in the 

homeland is presenton the mission field, plus the complications 

and stresses of living in strange cultures, hazardous health con­

ditions, and exhausting demands of on-the-field tasks.

So varied and vast is the range of prayer needs among the more 

than five thousand home and foreign missionaries supported by 

Southern Baptists, no effort is being made here to list them. In­

stead, we attempt to state the urgency and opportunity for a 

larger prayer involvement in every church and in every home. 
It isn't enough just to have a record of numerical growth and 

expansion. Such growth and expansion must have the spiritual 

dimensions that keep the entire effort attuned and identifiable 

as something God is doing through us all.
How beautiful and awesome is the mystery of praying in God's 

kingdom!

44 THE COMMISSION



In Memoriam
RUTH MEREDITH RANDALL

Born Charlotte, Mich., Feb. 12,1885 
Died Fayetteville, Ark., June 22, 1976
Miss Ruth Randall, emeritus mis­

sionary to South Brazil, died in the 
geriatric section of City Hospital, Fay­
etteville, Ark., June 22. She was 91.

Appointed by the Foreign Mission 
Board in 1914, she worked in South

Brazil for 38 years. She 
was secretary to the 
president of the Am­
erican Baptist College 

in Rio de Janeiro, and 
also taught English, 
Bible, and history of 
education in the girls’

department of the college.
She did editorial work for the Wo­

man’s Missionary Union of Brazil and 
served that organization as president 
and treasurer. She was closely asso­
ciated with the South Brazil Baptist 
Training School, Rio.

She was a graduate of Woman’s Mis­
sionary Union Training School (now 
merged with Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary), Louisville, Ky.

LETTERS
‘Bright Star’

As a professional agricultural engineering pro­
fessor, I have and am spending considerable time 
studying and working toward development of 
better agricultural production and distribution.

1 In all of the development literature that I have 
read, I think there is none better than “Object 
Lesson in Self-help,” the story of Harold R. Wat­
son given in The Commission (Feb.)....

Thank you for your publication. It is a bright 
star in a world of dreary literature.

| Norman C. Teter
* Lincoln, Neb.

‘ To Study Evangelization
The June issue of The Commission is very 

good. I am interested in using the center infor­
mation on “Major City Evangelization” and 
would request a copy for our deacons to study 
with me and to project for the coming year.

James H. Ballard (pastor)
Hialeah, Fla.

1 Thanks from MK
I checked my mail box today and I found the 

July issue of The Commission. I’m in summer 
school, so I read all I could during lunch and 
swallowed tears with my soup, because it was 

। just like a long letter from home! Not just because 
your issue on East Africa talked about my real 

^ family, but because it talked about my mission 
family that means so much to me. I just wanted 
to write and tell you thank you from an East 
African MK!

Pal Tidenberg 
Abilene, Tex.

You folk do a wonderful job of informing us 
about our mission work.

Mrs. A. T. Willis 
r Tulsa, Okla.

Needed Now
Requests for missionary personnel 

come to the Foreign Mission Board 
from Baptist Missions on the fields. 
Shared here are but a few among 
top-priority requests.

South Brazil: General evangelist to locate 
in Bauru, city of 180,000, center of a Baptist 
association of 11 churches. Experience in 
associational missions promotion helpful. 
"A missionary who loves to preach, open 
new work, help small churches, or promote 
associational programs of stewardship and 
evangelism will find an open door," says 
the Mission's request. Language: Portugeuse.

Argentina: General evangelist with basic 
theological degree and pastoral experience 
to work in Entre Rios province. Would seek 
to open new work in one of five places 
designated by Baptist Association of Entre 
Rios as urgent. Language: Spanish.

Hong Kong-Macao: General evangelist 
with seminary degree in theology and 
preaching, pastoral, and urban evangelism 
experience to work in cooperation with 
evangelism board of Baptist Convention of 
Hong Kong under executive secretary's 
direction to assist present chapels and spon­
soring churches. Would do survey work, 
help develop plans for new chapels, and 
provide in-service training in church ad­
ministration. Language: Cantonese.

Colombia: General evangelist, with sem- 
inarv training and experience as pastor or 
associational missionary, to open work in 
choice of several cities, including Tunja, 
Pereira, Valledupar, Quibdo, Sincelejo, 
Ibague, and Manizales. May require some 
rural work. Language: Spanish.

Philippines: Church planter to locate in 
Tagum, Davao del Norte province. Needs 
basic seminary training; preaching, pastoral, 
and evangelism experience helpful. Ten 
municipalities lack a Baptist church. Small 
existing churches need leadership training, 
stewardship and evangelistic development. 
Language: Cebuano.

Panama: General evangelist to work in 
states of Veraguas, Herrera, Los Santos, 
and Code, in rural area. Existing churches 
widely separated in the large area. Would 
open new works, plant churches, strength­
en existing missions and churches, and 
counsel toward a more complete asso­
ciational program.

For additional information concerning 
these and numerous other opportunities 
for career missionary service abroad, con­
tact Department of Missionary Personnel, 
Foreign Mission Board, SBC, Box 6597, Rich­

mond, Va. 23230.
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Missions Update...
Baptists will soon, be transmitting radio and television programs all across the 

Indonesian islands free of charge, thanks to an Indonesian satellite and government, ac­
cording to J. 0. TERRY, JR., Southern Baptist regional radio and television representa­
tive for EAST and SOUTHEAST ASIA. "We are excited about this domestic satellite because 
it will make anything on the local services available throughout all of Indonesia in­
stead of just in the SEMARANG area," Terry said. Semarang is where Baptist radio and 
television ministries are based. The Indonesian government currently gives Baptists the 
time and pays the production costs for a 23-minute program broadcast six to eight times 
a year. These programs are produced from Jakarta.

Ninety-four missionary journeymen were commissioned in RICHMOND, VA., in July. The 
group was the largest since the program’s initiation in 1965, and brings the total to 
802. The journeymen will be serving in 36 countries around the world for two years.

"If you have any problems at all in regard to religious freedom in your Baptist 
work, do not hesitate to come directly to me." KING JUAN CARLOS I of SPAIN made that 
statement to JOSE BORRAS, dean of Spanish Baptist Theological Seminary and president of 
the Spanish Baptist Union, reports Missionary INDY (MRS. CHARLES W.) WHITTEN. The 
statement came at a banquet concluding a series of lectures by different religious and 
philosophical groups. Borras taught eight seminars on what Baptists believe; one of 
his students was her majesty QUEEN SOPHIA.

In TRINIDAD, WEST INDIES, Baptists recently dedicated a new building seating 200 
persons for Rich Plain Baptist Church. The fewer-than-100-member church contributed 
over $3,000 toward the building and the northern Baptist association another $3,000; 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering funded the final $18,000.

IMPACT 76 hit ST. GEORGE’S, GRENADA, and literally touched every facet of the 
Caribbean island’s life. The 84-member Baptist team was composed of 21 medical person­
nel from GEORGIA, led by DR. FORREST LANIER of ROME; 66 people from First Baptist Church 
TAYLORS, S.C.; and MYRTLE HALL, soloist with the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. 
Missionary MANGET HERRIN coordinated the evangelistic effort. During the day the group 
conducted Bible Schools, held nutrition classes, led Laubach adult reading seminars, 
assisted in teacher training, worked in the prison in guidance and rehabilitation pro­
grams , and performed musical concerts in many schools. Crusades were held at night.

Missionaries stationed in BEIRUT were not among the 300 Americans and 
other foreigners evacuated from LEBANON by the U.S. Navy in late July. The 
JAMES K. RAGLANDS, MISS EMMA COOKE, and MISS MABEL SUMMERS elected to stay 
in the city to continue Baptist work. The missionaries remained unharmed.

Ten technicians have completed their courses of study in paramedical 
technology at Baptist Hospital in GAZA. Of the ten, seven are laboratory 
technicians who completed the two years of study taught by a missionary 
using American college textbooks. . . . Gaza Baptist Hospital was not the 
only Baptist facility turned into a classroom. Thirty-five Gaza high school 
seniors have completed four months of biweekly classes in Bible at the Gaza 
Baptist Church in preparation for their upcoming college entrance exam. The 
pastor, HANNA IBRAHIM, taught the classes at the request of the secondary 
school principal and a delegation of students.

The fact that the TOKYO Baptist Theological Seminary had no paid 
faculty and no campus did not stop it from holding graduation exercises at 
the Okubo Baptist Church in TOKYO, JAPAN, according to Missionary LOIS 
(MRS. CHARLES) WHALEY. This was the first class to graduate since the sem­
inary received membership in the Japan Association of Theological Schools. 
How did they do it? "We have teachers who want to teach and students who 
want to learn," commented MASAO KAWAGUCHI, president of the seminary.


