
























































Above and bottom: Students seem to be everywhere on a weekday afternoon at the crowded campus.

. in the language, for he has been in Thai-

1 land less than 18 months. In addition to
continuing to study the language and his
student work assignment, he also is a
member of the Mission’s urban work team
for Bangkok.

As should be expected in the strong
Buddhist society of Thailand, for a student
to become a Christian demands courage.

“On the campus and at various churches
| have met many students, who, in their
conversion experiences, faced severe
parental opposition,” says Smith. “Expul-
sion from the family is not uncommon
among the Chinese.

“The small group sharing on at least a
weekly basis of family and spiritual prob-
lems seems to have provided the necessary
encouragement during initial months of
Christian growth.”

Just how difficult is the atmosphere
might be seen in Smith’s description of
one recent encounter on campus.
e — . . : “In a lively discussion with a Muslim

: student, his friend pulled out a 12-inch
dagger and began playing with it when we
talked about sin,” Smith relates. “He
showed off a bullet wound he claimed
came from the police.

“Another fellow in the discussion said
he had no time to listen to religion, since
he was a devoted Communist. The fourth
participant claimed his university instruc-
tor had told him the Bible of the Christians
was full of lies.”

In light of the total situation in Bang-
kok, “working with and through Thai stu-
dents appears to be the most promising
type of ministry,” declares Smith. “Since
Christian students will not come to the
student center, going where they are seems
the best approach.” TC
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Left and above: Christian cel/-gfbmlegers follow instructions for a song.



























































































