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asa Bautista de Publicaciones 
doesn't have a castanet or a 
flamenco dancer to its name. 

But the Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House (for you gringos) in El Paso, 
Tex., pulsates with an unmistakable 
Latin rhythm nonetheless.

The BSPH stands inconspicously off 
a busy El Paso highway. Its Spanish 
architecture and adobe construction 
blend in so well with the Mexican- 
American culture of the area that an 
uninformed passerby might mistake it 
as commonplace.

Casa Bautista, however, is anything 
but ordinary. It is the only Southern 
Baptist foreign mission institution 
located in the United States. The 
missionaries who serve there are under 
appointment by the Foreign Mission 
Board, not the Home Mission Board. 
And its influence touches more lives 
than any other Baptist mission institu­
tion in the world.

The BSPH did not begin as a world­
wide Spanish literature ministry. Nor 
have its presses always stood on 
Yankee soil.

In 1904 Missionary J. E. Davis, 
serving in Toluca, Mexico, purchased 
asecondhand printing press. On the 
first day of Christmas, he placed it in 
his kitchen, set the type in Spanish



by hand, and began printing.
Davis later moved his presses to 

Leon, Mexico, but in 1910 the Mexican 
Revolution broke out. For ten years 
Davis struggled to maintain his print­
ing operation. However, conditions 
remained unstable, so Davis began 
searching for another location for his 
Imprenta Bautista.

Davis considered various locations 
for his presses, including Barcelona, 
Spain, according to Missionary J. 
Wilson Ross in his book, Sowing the 
Seed in Spanish. But after consulting 
with the Foreign Mission Board, Davis 
decided to locate his publishing house 
in the border city of El Paso. According 
to Wilson, "Davis favored setting up a 
plant in El Paso, even if only tempo­
rarily, hoping that he could return to 
Mexico within a year or two, if peace 
was achieved by that time."

As it turned out, it was the best of 
all possible moves. Had Davis re­
mained in Mexico, or later returned 
to that country or another Latin Amer­
ican country, more than likely the 
ministry would have been limited 
nationally in scope.

Since ties were no longer binding to 
just one Latin country, the work of the 
publishing house was free to stretch. 
And stretch it did. Today, Casa Bautista's 
literature ministry spans the globe. Its 
imprint reaches lives in all of Central 
and South America and Spain, in addi­
tion to 46 states and every continent.

O
n the surface, it seems ironic 
that a ministry aimed at reach 
ing the entire Spanish-speaking 
world could base its operation in the 

U.S. and still be effective; or that 
foreign missionaries stationed in El 
Paso could truly be in touch with the 
literature needs of people in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, or Lima, Peru, or 
Montevideo, Uruguay.

The secret to Casa Bautista's success 
is its unwillingness to sit on its laurels. 
Unafraid of change, the publishing 
house this year implemented three 
major ones, giving it a facelift Phyllis 
Diller would envy.

The first change became effective 
Jan. 1, 1977, when the new Interna­
tional Board of Trustees officially 
began functioning. The international 
board replaces the former Board of 
Trustees, composed of the missionaries 
who work at the publishing house, 
and will eventually replace the Advi­
sory Committee, an organization 
composed of three representatives 
from each Latin American country.

Prior to the international board, the 
publishing house received input from 
the field through the Advisory Com­
mittee. The committee not only voiced 
literature needs from the field to the 
publishing house staff, but when 
committee members returned to their 
countries, they also served as spokes­
men for Casa Bautista.

But the Advisory Committee never 
had an actual vote in Casa Bautista's 
business, according to J. Wilson Ross, 
the acting director of the publishing 
house. Its role was strictly "consulta­
tive, to recommend" ways to meet 
literature needs.

. . helps people in countries 
we're serving reel like the pub­
lishing house is more their house."

I
n 1974 the mission recognized 
its need to have "more locally 
identifiable input from the 
conventions and the missions we were 

trying to serve," comments Ross. So 
the mission recommended, and the 
FMB approved, an interim interna­
tional board, consisting of the four 
missionary field representatives from 
Middle America and the Caribbean 
and South America.

Through the new international 
board, "We can get more direct in­
formation from the field in the decision 
process," states Ross. "It also helps 
people in countries we're serving feel 
like the publishing house is more their 
house."

The entire 12-member international 
board met for the first time in May. 
The board includes five national con­
vention representatives from Spanish­
speaking countries; two missionary I 
representatives stationed in Latin coun­
tries; and a pastor of a Spanish-lan- 
guage church in the United States. As 
committee members rotate their terms 
of service, "eventually all of the coun­
tries will be represented," according 
to Ross.

NEWSFLASH: We interuptthis re­
port to bring you a special bulletin. 
The new International Board of 
Trustees, sensitive to Casa Bautista's 
need to be in touch with the people 
it serves, in its first meeting selected 
a Latin American to head the pub­
lishing house.

N. Aldo Broda, a third-generation 
Argentine Baptist, has been elected 
general director of the Baptist Span­
ish Publishing House, effective 
Nov. 1. He becomes the f i rst national 
to head the publishing house in its 
70-year history.
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T
he history of N. Aldo Broda's 
family is in itself a testimony 
of the power of print.

Broda's grandmother, Dona Pabla 
Broda, had wanted a Bible since she 
was a child growing up in Italy. She had 
been introduced to its wondrous con­
tents by her grandfather who read 
stories from it to her.

After Dona Pabla and her husband 
immigrated to Argentina, herdream 
of owning her own Bible came true. 
One summer a man, who came to the 
Broda house to help in the harvest, 
left behind a book. Dona Pabla began 
reading it and realized it was the same 
book from which her grandfather had 
read to her.

Without anyone to guide her or ex­
plain its meaning, Dona Pabla diligently 
read her prized possession and came to 
accept Jesus Christ as her "only and 
sufficient Savior."

But her new faith caused problems. 
"At that time, to be an evangelical 
Christian was to be a heretic, and one 
wasexcluded from society, since Roman 
Catholicism was the state religion," 
relates Aldo Broda.

Dona Broda's own family remained 
indifferent to the gospel, but she 
"followed faithfully the precepts found 
in the Word of Cod, and she lived so 
closely to the Lord that he was able 
to use her in a very special way," states 
Broda.

In time, her witness led her whole 
family to Christ, and when one of 
her older sons went to the city, his 
excitement over seeing an open Bible 
in a store window generated interest.

Missionary J. L. Hart, living in Rosario, 
Argentina, at the time, was asked to 
go to the young man's village to 
minister to the small band of believers. 
He had prepared questions to ascertain 
the group's beliefs, but he was in for 
a surprise, according to Mrs. Laly 
Disselkoen, Hart's daughter. It was 
Hart who had to defend his beliefs 
while Dona Pabla did the interrogating.

After both sides were convinced of 
the other's beliefs, the horse trough 
wasfilled with water, and Hart baptized 
12 Broda family members.

"That Bible set a fire," states Broda, 
"that led at least a thousand families 
to come to know the gospel."

Above: Publishing house employee welcomes Mr. and Mrs. Aldo 
Broda to Casa Bautista in El Paso. Right: Missionary Viola Camp­
bell explains field services chart.

Itonly took one Bible and one woman 
who believed to change a family and 
later a community. Now the grandson 
of Dona Pabla Broda is in a position 
to multiply her efforts a thousand 
times over.

Aldo Broda is awed by the prospect. 
"When I think of how a Bible came 
into the hands of my grandmother, and 
then I think that now I will be in El 
Paso directing the Baptist publishing 
house, I am profoundly moved, even 
to tears," he says.

The literature ministry is not new to 
Broda. His father began distributing 
Bibles in a wagon after he came to 
know the Lord. "He was a Bible col­
porteur for years, and supported his 
family that way until he was ordained 
as a pastor," says Broda.

The senior Broda's business was 
profitable in another way. In one year 
he baptized 200 believers as fruit of 
the seed he had sown by selling Bibles 
from door to door, according to Broda.

Broda himself has had 15 years of 
first-hand experience at directing a

publishing house. Prior to his current 
position with the publishing house in 
El Paso, Broda headed the Argentine 
Baptist Publications Association in 
Buenos Aires.

He began working at the Argentine 
publishing house in 1962 after Mission­
ary William W. Graves, then head of the 
Argentine Baptist Publishing Board, 
offered him a position. At the time, 
Broda was working in business with 
his brothers, so he declined a full- 
time position at the publishing house. 
But he did tell Graves that "I would 
give him some of my free hours in the 
afternoons," recalls Broda.

While working in the publishing 
house, Broda says he became aware of 
the "great magnitude of that work."

"I saw the great quantity of books 
on the shelves, and I thought: 'If I, 
who am active in youth work, don't 
know what all there is here, how much 
less do those who are in the churches?' 
he says. "I became aware of the tre­
mendous possibility of a wide ministry 
in that field, and was so absorbed in
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Above: Typesetter 
punches tape for 
an article. Right: 
Tape is converted 
into camera-ready 
copy for mag­
azine layout.

my work that before I knew it, I was 
working there all day."

By the end of 1963, Brod a was elected 
manager of the publishing board, and 
in 1964, when Graves left that board, 
he became the general director.

When the i nvitation came to be 
director of the Baptist Spanish Pub­
lishing House in El Paso, Brodawas 
"greatly surprised."

Recalls Broda, "I took the cable to 
show my wife, I said, 'Look at this, we 
can frame it and it will make a nice 
keepsake for our grandchildren,' for 
it seemed to be absolutely impossible 
at that time that we could move to 
El Paso.

"But the Lord began to work in our 
hearts," he continues. "And the truth 
is, each day it became harder to say no."

Broda views his new job as a "great 
challenge—a great responsibility." 
But his grandmother's witness bolsters 
him. "I remember the moment before 
mY grandmother died, about 1937," 
he confides. "She never spoke in 
Spanish, but only in her native Italian

tongue, and she told us, 'Always for­
ward, forward, never backward, always 
forward.'

"Those words of my grandmother 
are graven in my heart forever."

he new International Board of‘ 
Trustees and the election of N. 
Aldo Broda to head the publishing

house are two ways the Baptist Spanish 
Publishing House monitors the Latin 
beat and Baptist Spanish literature 
needs.

Casa Bautista also keeps its finger 
on the Latin pulse through another 
new program, field services, designed 
to find out where, when, how, and why 
publishing house literature is not meet- 
i ng needs, and what to do about it. 
Missionary Viola Campbell, editor of 
Vacation Bible School materials at the 
publishing house, was named chief 
troubleshooter.

Miss Campbell, appointed to mis­

sionary service in 1942, has served 
at the publishing house since 1961. For 
almost 20 years, she taught at the 
Baptist seminary in Torreon, Mexico, 
and assisted in women's work. Now 
she's in charge of coordinating field 
services for the publishing house.

Although the program just began the 
first of this year, by June Miss Campbell 
had made 12 trips to Latin American 
countries. She spoke to national con­
ventions about field services and what 
the publishing house has to offer. She 
also met with pastors and church 
leaders to "let them air their com­
plaints" about BSPH literature and to 
answer questions.

Miss Campbell views the program 
as a vital way of putting the publishing 
house in touch with the people it 
serves. "There are a lot of competitors 
of religious publications in Latin 
America," she reveals. "And that makes
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Left: Worker inspects 
page negatives before 
making plates. Below: 
Pressman attaches print­
ing plates to press.

Aldo Broda inspects music copy for hymnal.

it even more necessary for the publish­
ing house to get into these countries. 
We need to know why and where our 
literature is not meeting the needs."

Miss Campbell, who is close to 
retirement, concedes the program has 
been "very hard physically." On one 
trip she was gone eight weeks and 
visited 11 countries. "But it's been worth 
it," she states. "I almost wish I could 
start my missionary career over after

I've seen the needs on the field.
"It really challenges us to put out 

literature to meet the needs."
Whether the three new changes at 

the publishing house will succeed in 
bringing it closer to Spanish literature 
needs remains to be seen. But as Mis­
sionary William W. Graves, Foreign 
Mission Board field representative for 
the Caribbean, puts it, "We are very 
enthusiastic about the future of the

publishinghouse. We feel that its growth 
is unlimited, and its ministry to the 
entire Spanish-speaking world has 
only begun to be realized."
TC
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A Semi-permanent,
Full-time Job

W
hen Missionaries Weldon and 
Joyce Viertel were assigned to 
the Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House in 1972, everybody though 

work would be temporary.
They're still there.
It seems Viertel, a reserved man 

heading the multilingual section at the 
publishing house, developed the DTEs 
(decentralized theological education). 
And DTE spread from Guyana, the 
country for which it was developed, 
to West Africa and French-speaking

Weldon Viertel

countries. So the study guides Viertel 
wrote in English for Guyana had to be 
translated into French for West Africa 
at the Baptist Spanish Publishing House 
in Texas.

It all started in 1970. As we begin 
our story, the Viertels are stationed 
in the Caribbean. The Foreign Mission 
Board, at the request of missions in the 
Caribbean, voted to establish a theo­
logical seminary in the Caribbean, and 
elected Viertel president. His responsi­
bilities included making ministerial

training programs available on various 
islands for students who could not 
attend the seminary.
theBirut Viertel never got a chance to 
administer that residential theological 
seminary because plans to open it 
became impossible. And the Viertels, 
unable to secure work permits for one 
of the Caribbean islands, had to leave.

However, like the Mary Tyler Moore 
Show, the project has a spin-off. Dur­
ing the six months Viertel and his 
family were in the Caribbean, he had 
opportunity to evaluate the training 
needs of the various islands. His find­
ings became the basis for DTE.

"I had come to the conclusion that 
the greatest need for training minis­
terial students in the Caribbean was 
not for those who could enroll in the 
seminary," says Viertel flatly, "but 
rather for students who found it im­
possible to come to the seminary."

Oneofthefactors in Viertel's decision 
was that the majority of potential 
students did not qualify for enrollment 
in a seminary which set university­
level entrance standards. Another 
hindrance to the resident seminary 
approach was the fact that most Carib­
bean churches were unable to pay men 
with university degrees, according to 
Viertel.

Taking the seminary to students, 
rather than carting the students off 
to seminary, also meanttaking specially 
prepared materials. But who would 
prepare those materials?

The Viertels, ladies and gentlemen. 
The Viertels not only had motive, they 
had opportunity.

"When my family and I had to leave 
the Caribbean, we settled on New 
Orleans to have access to the [New 
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary] 
library while we were awaiting the 
board's securing visas for another 
country," Viertel confesses.

When Weldon and Joyce Viertel 
and their family went to New Orleans, 
everybody thought that would be 
temporary, too. They're not still there, 
but they did stay 19 months. "Visas 
did not come easily at that time in 
certain Caribbean countries," explains

Viertel.
During that time, Weldon and Joyce 

began developing study materials for 
Guyana, "where the work had flourished 
and some 35 men had committed their 
lives to the ministry and were in need 
of training," according to Viertel.

In the fall of 1971, Guyana enrolled 
35 students in four different study 
centers. "We provided the material 
and the theoretical structure, and the 
missionaries in Guyana adapted the 
theories and put them into practice,"

Joyce Viertel

states Viertel. "After four years, we 
were able to graduate 16 students who 
had taken 24 courses." Viertel wrote 
18 of those courses, and Mrs. Viertel 
edited and typed the materials.

In September 1972, the board as­
signed the Viertels to the publishing 
house in El Paso, "where we would 
have facilities for printing the mate­
rials which I had been preparing," says 
Viertel.

"We came here with an assignment 
of two to four years, and the office

OCTOBER 1977 7



was called the Caribbean Desk," he 
recalls. "Everyone thought that our 
work would be somewhat temporary. 
As soon as we finished with Guyana's 
extension program, then the board 
thought that our work would be done, 
and we would be transferred somewhere
else."

Rather than taperi ng off, however, 
the work expanded. In 1974, Cornell 
Goerner, then board area secretary 
for West Africa, invited Viertel to go 
to West Africa and explain DTE. Before 
Viertel arrived, news of his coming 
spread to East Africa, and they wanted 
in on the action, too.

By the time Viertel finished his trip, 
he had spoken to missionaries and 
nationals representing approximately 
20 African countries. But Viertel didn't 
mind. "The response to extension 
training was excellent," he states 
proudly. "The result was I was invited 
to Ghana for three days of conferences

with their theological training leaders, 
nationals, and missionaries, and they 
decided to change their seminary pro­
gram to a decentralized program."

At a conference a few months later, 
representatives from Francophone 
(French-language) countries also
adopted Viertel's program, and recom­
mended to the board that the mate­
rials be translated into French to be 
used in the seminary in Lome, Togo, as 
well as in decentralized centers in 
other countries. Since theological 
training materials were needed also in 
the Caribbean in French to serve 
Guadeloupe and Martinique, an agree­
ment was reached between West 
Africa, the publishing house, and 
Guadeloupe to translate, print, and 
distribute the materials, according 
to Viertel.

" Frenc h West Af rica agreed to assu me 
responsibility for getting the mate­
rials translated," explains Viertel,
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bean area would be responsible for 
printing and distributing the study 
guides.

"This agreement initiated the multi­
lingual work at the publishing house," 
he continues. "The administration here
began to see a permanent ministry in 
our work. So they began to make plans 
for such a ministry."

Today, decentralized theological 
education is used not only in six 
French-speaking countries in Africa 
and the Caribbean, but also in Malaysia 
and Singapore, and, according to 
Viertel, the president of the Baptist 
institute in France has shown an interest 
in the material.

No one knows where decentralized 
theological education is going next. 
But as long as people keep asking for 
it, Viertel will keep working, on DTE 
that is. TC
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Something forEveryone

I
f we ever meet the needs of 
training sufficient leadership 
for churches on the mission 
field, we are going to have to have a 

program that does not exclude men 
who feel the call of God to lead," 
states Missionary Weldon Viertel.

"Our present seminary programs do 
exclude quite a number of men."

Explains Viertel, former director of a 
theological institute in the Caribbean, 
the reason many potential national 
pastors never went to seminary was 
because they did not have the money 
to go, or they did not have enough 
education to qualify for entrance, or 
both.

It is not Viertel's intention to shut 
out the resident seminary, but to 
provide an alternative to men unable 
to attend seminaries.

Viertel's decentralized approach is 
not the only theological program 
around. The more widely known ex­
tension program, Theological Education 
by Extension (TEE), uses the same con­
cept. The difference between Viertel's 
decentralized theological education 
(DTE) and TEE is a D and the fact that 
DTE provides material for university­
level students, according to Viertel. 
"Most other programs extend only to 
lower-level students," he says.
Idea Not New

The idea of providing theological 
extension classes is not new. Accord­
ing to Viertel, Presbyterians originated 
the concept in Guatemala, after 
evaluating their work. They discovered 
a great need existed for trained pastors 
in the country, but less than ten stu­
dents had enrolled in the Presbyterian 
seminary.

Through trial and error, the Presby­
terians designed an extension program 
that used self-study materials rather 
than seminary textbooks, and seminary 
professors met students in regional 
centers to guide the students through 
their studies.

The idea caught Viertel's fancy. 
Convinced the Presbyterians were 
correct in seeing "there must be another 
approach in theological education on 
the mission field," he adapted the 
self-study concept to fit needs in the 
Caribbean.

"We thought that our situation in 
the Caribbean differed somewhat from

Guatemala because, for one thing, the 
leadership of the churches in the Carib­
bean had gone away to England and 
received very excellent education," 
Viertel explains. "If we were to have a 
respectable and acceptable program of 
study, we felt that we had to include 
more content in our study guides 
than would be possible in the self- 
instructional programs."
Everyone Included

Viertel designed his study guide to 
include students on three academic 
levels. The first level is designed for 
students who have up to six years of 
education. The second level en­
compasses students with a high school 
level of education. The third level 
reaches university-level students.

All students study the basic mate­
rial. Then students with higher levels 
of education do supplementary and 
advanced assignments in parallel 
textbooks, points out Viertel.

I n addition to the text of the study 
guides, learning activities are placed 
in adjacent columns throughout the 
content. In that way, as the student 
reads through the content, he is able 
to focus on the important points the 
author wants to emphasize, according 
to Viertel.

The something-for-everyone ap­
proach seems to be working. "The 
comment has been made by the head 
of the institute in Guyana that the 
students with only three or four years 
of education find it possible to get the 
material in the study guides, even 
though it is rather difficult," Viertel 
relates. "And the students who are on a 
university level have not complained 
about the material being too easy for 
them. They seem to be challenged."

A vital part of decentralized educa­
tion is the weekly seminar. In Viertel's 
words: "The seminar is a very beautiful 
learning experience when the students 
come prepared and the professor is in 
control —not of doing all the talking, 
but rather of guiding the conversation, 
keeping the students on the subject 
and seeing that all participate in the 
discussion."

One by-product of including stu­
dents on different academic levels in 
the same seminar is that the students 
"learn howto cooperate with one 
another and to respect the ideas of one

another. This is beneficial when they 
work together in conventions and on 
committees," says Viertel.

He cites another benefit of the pro­
gram: "In decentralized training, every 
missionary can be involved as a tutor 
or teacher and can combine his teach­
ing responsibilities with church de­
velopment."

A third distinctive of extension train­
ing is the fact that it combines theo­
retical studywith practical activities. 
Since most of the students are involved 
as pastors of churches or are leading 
church programs and are students only 
part-time, "They are able to use im­
mediately in their church programs the 
material which they study."
Drawbacks Revealed

While the decentralized approach to 
theological education has many ad­
vantages, Viertel concedes it does have 
limitations as well. For one thing, 
in a resident seminary, "The professor 
is an expert in the subject and is able 
to pull together the year of study and 
present it concisely to the students," 
notes Viertel.

Another hindrance to DTE is that 
since students are part-time, they 
cannot spend as much time studying 
as can resident students. "And then 
there are inadequate library facilities 
for the various study centers," he adds.

But Viertel feels the advantages to 
decentralized training outweigh any 
drawbacks.

When the program was introduced in 
Ghana in 1974, the theological train­
ing student body increased from nine, 
enrolled in Ghana's resident seminary, 
to 115 students, enrolled in five study 
centers in the main cities.

But to Viertel, the most thrilling 
experience of his theological education 
by guided study program is not in the 
numbers, but "to see the progress 
made on the part of students."

Says Viertel, "Some of these men 
were very limited in their educational 
backgrounds, and many of them had 
come out of Hindu backgrounds and 
knew practically nothing about Chris­
tianity. But by the time these men had 
completed their four years of study, 
they were very active leaders in their 
churches. They can go into bush areas 
and be very effective in sharing Christ."

And after all, that's what it's all about.
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ABook 
For All 
Reasons

C
heery Joe Poe flits into his of­
fice. "Sorry I'm late," he says 
as he shakes hands and scoots 
behind his desk.

Poe and his wife, Eleanor, were ap­
pointed as missionaries by the Foreign 
Mission Board in 1956. They were origi­
nally assigned to Chile, where he work­
ed in general evangelism, and she in 
home and church work. In 1961 they 
transferred to El Paso and the work at 
the publishing house. Nine years later, 
he became director of the book depart­
ment.

Enthusiasm exudes from Poe. Bibles 
and books are definitely his bag.

"I enjoy what I'm doing," he says 
unapologetically. "The work is so ex­
citing."

Exciting, yes—but awesome, also. 
The book department encompasses 
three subject areas: theology textbooks; 
general Christian books for those who 
are already believers, and books to 
"reach out and grab the attention of 
those who have only a marginal aware­
ness of spiritual needs"; and Bible and 
Scripture portion production, accord­
ing to Poe.

In clicking off the subject areas, Poe 
revealed Casa Bautista's book philos­
ophy, that is: Christian books should 
witness to readers, as well as minister.

But to do either, Casa Bautista's 
books must first spark the potential 
reader's interest. "We must compete 
with our secular counterparts," de­
clares Poe. "Our books, therefore, have 
to be attractive, well written, and 
economical."

But if the Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House really wants to capture a brow­
ser's attention in South America, its 
books must be Latin oriented, and not

Missionary joe Poe examines newest Bible edition cover.

translated American imports.
"We publish top-quality manu­

scripts—originals in Spanish," boasts 
Poe. "We have a book on how to solve 
problems by a Nicaraguan pastor, and 
an original novel from a Venezuelan 
about a guerri Ila fighter who cries after 
his encounter with the Bible."

While the novel about the guerrilla 
fighter was an unsolicited manuscript, 
the publishing house usually takes the 
initiative and commissions authors 
for specific topics, according to Mis­
sionary Jimmy Hartfield, director of 
the Product Development Division, un­
der which the book department is in­
cluded.

"Book ideas originate both from the 
field and from El Paso," explains Hart­
field. "We don't solicit a lot of mis­
cellaneous manuscripts." Writers for 
the publishing house include seminary 
professors, national Baptist laypersons 
throughout South America, and occa­
sionally missionaries.

C
urrently, the publishing house 
maintains a line of 700 titles on 
the market. Eventually the line 
will stabilize at between 400 and 500 

titles, according to Poe.
But Casa Bautista's number of books 

is more than a list of pretty figures. 
"We're trying to come to a point where 
we feel we'll have a well-rounded num­
ber of books in existence in the right 
type of literature mix," says Hartfield.

Elaborates Poe, "It's a constant re­
newal process. We're maintaining the 
best books and eliminating slow sell­
ers."

In addition to original manuscripts, 
Casa Bautista publishes some selected 
translations from around the world in

an effort to promote Third World shar­
ing, according to Poe. "For example, 
we publish translations from original 
English writings from Africa," he relates. 
"And we have a few books translated 
from French, German, and Portuguese.

"We also have published translations 
from the Far East."

Books are not the only things vying 
for Poe's attention. Bible and Scrip­
ture portion production also come un­
der his supervision. And although the 
Baptist Spanish Publishing House has 
only been producing Bibles within the 
last ten years, Poe already predicts 
that Casa Bautista will become one of 
the major publishers of Spanish Bibles.

I
t may be somewhat surprising 
that the largest Spanish evan­
gelical literature producer has 
not always been publishing Bibles. Poe 

explains, "In the past, Bible societies 
have supplied the needs. So the pub­
lishing house moved to provide other 
needs, such as church literature."

By reentering the Bible-producing 
field, Casa Bautista is not trying to mus­
cle in on the Bible societies' corner, but 
to supplement thei r work. "The need 
for Spanish Scriptures is so wide and so 
diversified that we can provide Bibles 
that complement and supplement the 
Bible societies' work," he states.

"Wide and diversified" not only de­
scribes the need for Spanish Scriptures, 
but also the Baptist Spanish Publishing 
House's response to meet that need 
both in Christian books and Bibles. If 
you don't believe it, just ask Joe Poe. 
Joe? Poe? Joe Poe?

That's odd. He was here a minute 
ago.
TC
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Tapestry

L
ike an intricately entwined 
tapestry, the lives of three fami­
lies at the Baptist Spanish Pub­
lishing House in El Paso, Tex., are wo­

ven together. Yet each life is a fasci­
nating Christian testimony in itself.

The threads begin in Argentina with 
Missionaries J. L. and Tennessee Hart, 
the second missionary couple to arrive 
on the new field in 1903. As noted in an 
earlier story, Hart baptized Dona Pabla 
Broda and her family. Now Dona 
Broda's grandson, N. Aldo Broda, 
heads the publishing house in El Paso.

Another publishing house employee, 
Mrs. Laly Disselkoen, also owes her 
beginnings to Hart. He was her father. 
For Mrs. Disselkoen and her family, the 
road to El Paso was not a direct route, 
but the climax of a long journey.

Laly Hart Disselkoen was born in Ar­
gentina and reared in Chile. While she 
isAmerican by birth, she is Latin by 
culture. She learned to speak and read 
Spanish before English. Like their fa­
ther and mother, Laly and her sister, 
Lois, pioneered Baptist work in Argen­
tina. They were the first pupils of the 
Baptist school inTemuco, attending 
grade school through high school.

When the time for college came, 
Laly dreaded it. It meant leaving South 
America, where she had grown up, and 
going to the United States, where she 
had only been twice before—once 
when she was three years old, and once

when she was ten. (Furloughs then 
were seven years apart.)

"I was going to finish up as fast as I 
could so I could go back," recalls Mrs. 
Disselkoen, an intrepid woman. "I felt 
like a fish out of water." Part of the 
problem in adjusting was the young 
men. "I couldn't understand them," she 
confides. "They were so provincial in 
scope, so narrow-minded. They thought 
I was a brain. I just couldn't relate."

Since conditions were unpleasant 
and she was homesick, Mrs. Disselkoen 
decided not to make things any harder 
on herself as far as schoolwork went, so 
she minored in Spanish. "I did it so I 
could play," she confesses laughing. 
"I didn't crack a book in Spanish unless 
it was a novel I wanted to read."

When college was over, she made a 
direct path home, to Chile. She taught 
in a British school for awhile, then she 
met and married Jack Disselkoen, a 
Dutchman working for the railroad, 
and "we became an international 
family."

After 16 years of living in Chile, the 
Disselkoens decided to relocate in the 
United States. Their first few months 
of adjustment, however, were as hard 
as Mrs. Disselkoen's college days. "We 
didn't have anything in common with 
our neighbors," she explains. "We were 
expected to act like Latins, but neither 
one of us were. And our children had a 
hard time since they knew Spanish bet-

ter than English."
Things were looking grim for the 

couple until they discovered a Sunday 
School quarterly from the Baptist Span­
ish Publishing House packed in their 
belongings. The name of Missionary 
J. W. McCavitt, former missionary in 
Chile, was written on the back of the 
quarterly.

"Jack and I prayed about it, and 
wrote to the publishing house to apply 
for jobs, but they had no openings," 
recalls Mrs. Disselkoen. "But the Mc- 
Cavitts said they could provide hous­
ing."

The offer was too enticing to pass up, 
especially since they felt the Lord 
"calling us to El Paso. We came on 
faith," says Mrs. Disselkoen.

fter several weeks of praying 
and living in the publishing 
house, Disselkoen found a job 

as an accountant at a cereal mill. Not 
long afterward Mrs. Disselkoen was 
asked if she could translate a quarter­
ly in two weeks for Casa Bautista. She 
had her doubts, but she accepted the 
assignment. "In Chile I had been doing 
translation," she recalls, "but never 
translating a whole quarterly." Her 
doubts were unfounded, and she com­
pleted the job.

Despite Disselkoen's job, that Christ­
mas money was still tight for the family. 
"I thought we were not going to have
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anything to buy presents, and I thought 
we were not going to have enough to 
give to Lottie Moon," says Mrs. Dissel­
koen. But the money came in, and the 
Disselkoens were able to buy presents, 
as well as give $6 to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering, states Mrs. Dissel- 
koen proudly.

"It was a precious time in learning 
Cod does take care of you," she muses.

I
n October 1952, Hoyt Eudaly, 
head of the publishing house's 
business department, asked 
Mrs. Disselkoen if she could help out 

for half a day. She determined it was 
worth a try, so she found a baby-sitter 
and started working. "But the half 
day didn't last long," she states smiling. 
"Within a week I was working a yvhole 
day."

After realizing her talents were not 
in assembly line work—"I worked on 
the gang stitcher, stitching magazines, 
but I was too slow,"—they put her in 
the business office. Her assignment: 
Opening mail that had stacked up. She 
loved it. "It put me in contact with the 
people," she says.

Then she was asked to help with the 
publishing house's first inventory, and 
later she catalogued all the material 
the publishing house had to offer. It 
was a first for the publishing house and 
not the last for Mrs. Disselkoen. "I've 
been saddled with it ever since," she 
says as she feigns disgust. The job in­
cluded classifying every book accord­
ing to subject matter.

Since Laly Disselkoen knew the in­
ventory, one thing led to another, and 
before she knew it, she was handling 
the advertising. According to informed 
sources at the publishing house, she's 
built an advertising department where 
there was none and has done a fabu­
lous job.

But Mrs. Disselkoen accepts none of 
the credit. "Advertising is one of the 
Lord's success stories," she relates. "I 
was reluctant to take the job at first. I 
had no background in advertising.

"But I felt this is where the Lord 
wanted me to be," she continues. "And 
I knew the only way to get the job done 
was to rely on the Lord; I couldn't do 
it by myself." So she did.

Laly Disselkoen will retire next year. 
Looking back and seeing the many 
things the publishing house has accom­
plished and how it's grown offer proof 
enough for her that the Lord did guide 
her and the work. And she has no 
regrets about coming to the States and 
then moving to El Paso.

"When I was in Averett College, the 
WMU secretary of Virginia got ahold 
of me and talked to me about becoming 
a missionary," shares Mrs. Disselkoen. 
"But I didn't feel called of God to 
become a missionary, although it wasn't 
as if I wasn't called to do the Lord's 
work. When I went back to Chile after 
college, I felt I would work as a lay 
person in churches."

Until the Disselkoens came to El 
Paso and the work at the Baptist Span­
ish Publishing House, she confesses she 
felt "every stage was temporary. But 
when we came to El Paso, I felt this was 
it."

T
he year was 1972. Fred and 
Josie Smith had already made 
up their minds to leave Argen­
tina and move to the United States be­

fore the "incident." The decision to 
leave, however, was not an easy one. 
While life was becoming increasingly 
difficult in Argentina, they loved the 
country. It was home to both who were 
born there, although Mrs. Smith was an 
American by birth—her parents were 
Missionaries Thomas B. and Lou Ellen 
Hawkins.

But skyrocketing inflation and left­
ist guerrillas were too much to handle 
anymore. And sowas hijacking. Even 
though Fred Smith escaped uninjured, 
the story did notend happily for the 
Smith family.

Smith was working in the southern 
part of Argentina at the time. His fami­
ly was living in Buenos Aires, 800 miles 
away. Smith's mother, who at one time 
had lived with the J. L. Hart family in 
the United States, became ill and went 
into a coma.

Timing was crucial. Since there were 
no roads where he was working, he had 
to take a flight out, but there were 
only two flights a day to Buenos Aires, 
and it was too late to get them. So he 
waited until the next day. Unfortu­
nately, the passengers on his flight
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included five terrorists, all of whom 
had escaped from the federal prison in 
San Tucho. If he had waited for the 
next plane, the result would have been 
the same. Another five terrorists 
boarded that plane.

The planes were hijacked and divert­
ed to Chile, where Marxist President 
Salvador Allende was in power. For 12 
hours the passengers were held hostage 
and guarded by a girl "around 20 years 
of age," according to Smith. "They 
were disciplined and trained to a high 
degree," he recalls.

In the meantime, the Argentine 
government was negotiating their re­
lease. At 5:00 A.M., Chile sent the plane 
and all of the passengers except the 
skyjackers back to Argentina. But for 
Smith, who was racing the clock to get

Fred and Josie Smith 
pose for candid shot.

home, it was too late. His mother had 
passed away. When Smith did reach 
Argentina, he faced another near­
calamity. The plane skidded off the 
runway on landing. No one was injured.

T
he skyjacking incident was the 
"last straw" for the Smiths. 
Executions of top government 
and executive officials were becoming 

daily occurrences. "The guerrillas were 
following all of the steps in the Com­
munist manual," states Mrs. Smith. 
"They were robbing banks to get capi­
tal to buy arms. They were forming cells 
and training in the mountains. And 
they were building underground pris­
ons and hospitals and robbing the city 
hospitals to equip theirs."

Three months after Smith's plane 
was hijacked, Mrs. Smith left for the 
United States. He joined her a few 
months later.

Applying for a job at the Baptist Spa­
nish Publishing House was an easy 
decision for Mrs. Smith. She had written 
articles for magazines while living in 
Rosario, Argentina, plus writing books. 
Like Laly Disselkoen, she had never felt 
called to follow her parents into full- 
time missionary service, but she did 
remain active for the Lord, helping in 
evangelism meetings for women and 
with the WMU in Argentina.

Mrs. Smith had visited the publish­
ing house before as a member of the 
Advisory Committee. She also had 
edited a Training Union magazine for 
them. So when she dropped a line to 
the publishing house and told them she 
was coming to the States and applied 
for a job, they hired her. And a few 
months later, they hired Fred Smith. 
Today he directs the shipping depart­
ment.

The Smiths are happy in the U.S.— 
happy to be working for the publishing 
house. "We're fulfilling a mission," 
says Mrs. Smith. "We definitely felt 
the Lord's leadership bringing us here.

"It would get frustrating," she con­
tinues, "if we were not working for the 
publishing house, not working for Latin 
America."

But despite their satisfaction of work­
ing at Casa Bautista, and the few un­
pleasant memories of Argentina, the 
Smiths still yearn to go back home 
someday.

"We miss a lot of things from Argen­
tina, like not seeing people," says Mrs. 
Smith. "Everybody here goes in cars or 
stays inside. But there you traveled in 
buses and saw your neighbors." She 
also misses sweeping the sidewalk. 
"People here don't sweep their side­
walks," she says laughing. "There it was 
a social event. Everybody visited with 
their neighbors when they swept their 
sidewalks."

The Smiths also miss the cosmopo­
litan atmosphere of Argentina. "Ninety 
percent of Argentina's population is 
European or European background," 
states Mrs. Smith. Smith's father, for 
example, was British. Mrs. Smith also 
illustrates her point by mapping out 
their neighborhood where they lived in 
Rosario for 20 years. "Our neighbors 
were Irish, Swiss German, and across 
the street were Italians and Portuguese, 
and an Arab lived right across the street 
from us, and some Argentines had lived 
by us, and on the corner lived a Bri­
tish family.

"We miss that influence," laments 
Mrs. Smith. "You get an imprint of 
different ways of thinking—different 
ideas. There are all kinds of blends, and 
everyone learns respect for each other." 
Everyone also learned how to make 
good pizza, according to her.

I
n addition to leaving the cosmo­
politan influence behind, the 
Smiths also left their daughter, 
who decided to stay there and finish 

school. "We worry about her being 
there," concedes Mrs. Smith. "But she's 
mature and level-headed."

Only one fact remains to be men­
tioned about Fred and Josie Smith. His 
mother was not the only Hart connec­
tion. Fred Smith's grandmother was the 
first person Missionary Hart led to 
Christ in Argentina. And Josie Hawkins 
Smith's parents worked in the same 
area J. L. Hart had pioneered. TC
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Above: Mrs. Hilda Kaplan, originally from Chile, handles circula­
tion letters from customers. Top right: Mrs. Lorena (Walt) Cham- 
bless, missionary, works on art for a Casa Bautista publication. 
Right: Sehora Olivia de Lerin sits in front of her doll collection. 
The dolls, all gifts, represent every country she has visited.

^El CclSO

In
Conclusion..

W
hat is the Baptist Spanish Pub­
' lishing House in El Paso, Tex.?

It's people—missionaries, 
laypersonslaypersons,nandrnationals repr 
almost every Latin American country 
working together to provide Christian 
literature to the entire Spanish-speak­
ing world. People like Olivia de Lerin 
from Mexico, who directs the Bible­
teaching department at the publishing 
house.

In addition to her responsibilities 
at the publishing house, Sehora de 
Lerin serves as the WMU executive 
secretary of the Baptist Convention of 
Mexico, vice-president of the Woman's 
Department of the Baptist World Al­
liance, and president of the Latin

American Continental Union.
Sehora de Lerin, who taught at the 

Mexican Baptist Theological Seminary 
swenhteingthe building was housed where 
the publishing house is today, not 
only represents the interests of Latin 
Americans, butsheisalso representative 
of the quality of workers at the pub­
lishing house.

The publishing house is literature. 
Literature for church administration 
and pastoral leadership; literature for 
Bible teaching and church missions; 
literature for church music, church 
training, and student work.

It's books and specialty products. 
It's the multilingual department and 
editorial services, photo composition
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Left: Missionary Walt 
Chambless pauses from 
his work as director of 
the distribution 
division at the 
publishing house 
to get his picture 
snapped. Below: 
Employee binds 
booklets.

and art, audiovisual materials and field 
services.

It's printing and distribution, adver­
tising and shipping. It's information 
processing and library services.

What is the publishing house?
It's a vine-covered, rundown, adobe

building with its foundation in the 
United States and its heart in Latin 
America. It's more than two million 
tracts and one million periodicals.

It's the power of print, the sacrifice 
of people, and the love of God. And 
it's incredible! TC
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PRINT POWER

SAVEFOR^ 
GRADED SERIES1
^1977

Like Paul, He 
Must Witness

Literature has changed the lives of 
many students in the Bible corre­
spondence course program Baptists 

sponsor in the Middle East. For most of 
them the printed word is the major, if 
not the only, Christian witness they 
have received.

One convert in a Muslim country be­
came extremely depressed because he 
felt he was being persecuted for his be­
lief. He wrote the director of the Bap­
tist correspondence course saying he 
could not witness for his faith, because 
he was already enduring all he could 
bear. In reply, the director sent a book 
about the Apostle Pau|.

Later the correspondent wrote, "I 
have decided to be like the Apostle 
Paul. I do not want to finish my life 
with my mouth shut."

Another student accepted Christ 
after reading the Bible and other litera­
ture he had requested upon first hear­
ing the gospel on Baptist radio pro­
grams. After reading and studying, he

Left, tpp: Worker at Baptist Publications 
House, Nairobi, Kenya, sets type for a head­
line. Middle: Man wraps bundles of litera­
ture at Nairobi. Bottom: At Baptist Publish­
ing House, Lusaka, Zambia, pressmen ready 
a run. Below: Window display catches wom­
an's eye at Baptist bookstore, Trujillo, Peru.

became a Christian openly.
Once he argued with a Muslim about 

which is the holy book, the Bible or 
the Koran. Having had no instruction 
but the things he had read and the 
Holy Spirit, still he was able to de­
fend his position with power. He de­
clared that he believed the Bible, be­
cause when he read it he had also ex­
perienced the Savior he found in it.

Now the young man is a leader in 
the small Christian community in his 
country.

Frances (Mrs. I. Wayne) Fuller 
Amman, Jordan

Black Book 
in the Cell

Juan Romero paced back and forth 
in his small prison cell. "Why?

Why?" he cried. "Why did I get so an­
gry that I killed him?" Now he was a 
prisoner because he had let his anger 
overcome him, and he had killed a 
man.

Back and forth, back and forth he 
paced. Then he noticed a little black 
book someone had left on the small 
window shelf. He picked it up, opened 
it, and began to read. "For God so loved 
the world," he read. "If anyone will 
come unto me . ..," he read. On and 
on he read. Day after day he read. His 
pacing stopped.



"Does all of this mean me?" he asked 
into the echo of the dingy cell.

Finally Juan Romero, a prisoner in 
Mendoza, Argentina, cried out to the 
Lord, "Have mercy upon me, a sinner." 
And the Lord heard him.

Juan Romero never knew who left 
the copy of the New Testament. But as 
he read, he found salvation. He grew as 
a Christian. When the day arrived for 
his parole, he returned to the commu­
nity in San Juan, where he had grown 
up. He witnessed to family and friends 
about his new faith. One accepted 
Christ. Then another. Soon there was 
a group of believers.

Today that group, and others whom 
they have won to faith in Christ, make 
up the Baptist church at Medanos de 
Oro.

Chris (Mrs. William W.) Craves 
Hato Rey, Puerto Rico

Snack Wrap

The young man's mother sold food 
along the road in southwestern 
Nigeria. When making a sale, she 

wrapped the food in a small piece of 
paper, usually from discarded newspa­
pers, magazines, and other pieces she 
had collected here and there.

Somehow a gospel tract found its 
way into her stack of paper. Her young 
son saw it, read it, and came to know 
Christ as Savior.

The youth completed secondary 
school and university and has become 
a professor. While a university student, 
as a member of Calvary Baptist Church 
in Zaria he was an outstanding leader 
and revealed a committed faith. Now 
married, he has a strong Christian fam­
ily-

Not bad for one piece of "wrapping 
paper."

lames A. Yarbrough
Zaria, Nigeria

One Witness, 
One Testament

How did the people in a remote 
area around Lake Panguipulli in 
southern Chile first hear the gospel? 

Through missionaries? Through mass 
media? The correct answer: through 
one witness with one copy of the New 
Testament.

As Missionary William (Bill) Andrews 
reconstructs the events, some 20 or 25 
years ago a student from Colegio Bau­
tista, Baptist school in Temuco, Chile, 
"went back into this area to visit grand­
parents. She had with her a NewTesta-

During 
outdoor 

evangelistic 
service 
at river 
market 

in Kenya, 
men study 

gospel 
tracts.

ment that had been given to her by 
teachers at the school."

The young girl had received Christ 
as her Savior at the school and was 
anxious to share him and his message 
with the people and her family. "She 
took a New Testament and began to 
read to them by candlelight on some of 
the evenings while she was there," 
Andrews relates. "The message became 
very attractive to the people who were 
listening, so when she left, she agreed 
to leave the NewTestamentwith them."

After a few months it was discovered 
that another person in the community 
could read, and "since there was not 
much else to do, they found a great 
deal of comfort and interest in sitting 
around the fire at night and by candle­
light reading the New Testament."

Interest became so great, according 
to Andrews, that the people began to 
invite their neighbors. Soon several 
wanted to be baptized. That's when 
Andrews became aware of the group.

"We received the first information 
from them in the form of a letter ask­
ing if anyone could come and baptize 
some people there," states Andrews. 
"They had been reading the New Testa­
ment and had determined by reading 
that believers should be baptized as 
Christ was baptized, and so they asked 
us to come."

Nine people were baptized that day 
into the membership of the Panguipulli 
Baptist Church. Out of that fellowship 
a family of believers was transferred

to Neltume, where they began holding 
Bible studies and regular services in 
their home. Andrews was asked to visit 
their fellowship.

"Out of this group," continues An­
drews, "there grew also a very strong 
group of believers who today are made 
up of 58 believers and their families 
making a total of some 150 people who 
gather regularly to meet in Neltume."

Worth. All
Eighty Cents

The two teenage boys in Batonou, 
a village where I had gone many 
times to share the gospel, asked me how 

much a Bible would cost. They were 
already Christians and shared a New 
Testament, but they wanted a whole 
Bible. I told them the cost was 80 cents 
(a highly subsidized price). They asked 
that I bring one on the next visit.

When I handed the Bible to the young 
men on my next trip, they gave me the 
money they had saved. I could not 
imagine where they got it. To an Ameri­
can, 80 cents seems little, but in a vil­
lage where people survive by farming, 
hunting, and fishing in order to have 
dai ly food, it was a lot of money. As 
they excitedly looked over the Bible, 
I asked, "How did you earn the money?" 

"We worked in the fields for others," 
they said simply. I knew immediately 
what that meant—hours bent over in 
the field using a short-handled hoe
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In Hong Kong Miss Molly Wong, editor-in-chief, looks over collection of literature published 
by Iordan Press, the Baptist publication center; among items are new Chinese Sunday School 
curriculum for children, produced by local writers, and edition of "Baptist" Bible.

under the burning sun. How many days 
it took I was not sure, but I knew it was 
no small task to earn 80 cents.

I was certain of one other thing—it 
was worth it all to them. As they walked 
away, looking at the Bible and talking 
to each other, I could not imagine them 
happier or looking with any greater 
awe upon a box of gold.

Again I was reminded of how pre­
cious God's Word is, especially to 
those who have his Word in their hearts. 
How wonderful that the Bible can be 
shared the world over at prices reason­
able enough for almost anyone, even 
two boys in an African village!

Bill Bullington 
Lome Togo

Way to Grow

A young Lebanese pastor came to 
me to discuss his desire to estab­

lish a reading room and lending library 
in his community. In explaining his rea­
sons, he began to name Christian au­
thors and tell me that these men had 
changed his life because he had read 
their books.

"It is not enough for me to preach

to my new converts," he said. (He has 
12 people ready to be baptized.) "I 
must make books available to them, so 
they can read and study and grow."

Frances (Mrs. I. Wayne) Fuller 
Amman, Jordan

Sharing Ideas 
and Writers 
One of the relatively new and chal­

lenging programs in publications 
is the coordinated literature program 
for Eastern and Southern Africa, reports 
Missionary Ralph W. Harrell.

"This program was begun in 1970 
and is an attempt to produce materials 
for curricula that will be used by all 
the countries in this part of Africa," ex­
plains Harrell. "It is a sharing of ideas 
and writers of the various countries to 
accomplish the task of producing ma­
terials at all levels in every area of our 
work."

Mr. and Mrs. Harrell, stationed in 
Kenya, in 1976 were asked to coordi nate 
this program, included in the mass 
media work supervised by Zeb V. Moss, 
mass media representative for Africa.

"A big portion of time will be involved 
in working with international editors, 
both missionaries and nationals, who 
will be helping us write and edit these 
materials," says Harrell.

Currently manuscripts for Sunday 
School materials are being produced in 
English and then shared by Eastern and 
Southern African countries at all age 
levels. Special assignments for other 
groupings are expected, and materials 
for women's groups are also being pre­
pared. Future assignments in the areas 
of stewardship and evangelism mate­
rials are anticipated.

"Another part of our work will in­
volve the beginning of a writer-train­
ing program aimed at preparing na­
tional Baptists to help in the writing 
of these materials," adds Harrell. "Sev­
eral countries have already started this 
on a limited basis."

In tiie Mud.

Crumpled and dirty, the copy of a 
gospel tract came in a letter from 
a man in northern Mexico. In his letter 

the writer explained that while on the 
way home after a round of drinking he 
had come across the evangelistic tract 
in a mud hole. As he read it, the finder 
became convicted about his sinful way 
of life.

Since the tract bore the address of 
the National Baptist Convention of 
Mexico, the man sought out the nearest 
Baptist church. There he made his pro­
fession of faith in Christ.

He wrote to tell of his decision and 
of his desire to follow and serve the 
Lord. For more than a year (while I 
was stationed in Mexico City) I wrote 
to him and periodically sent tracts 
about Christian growth, which he stud­
ied.

A tract doesn't need to be in mint 
condition to be effective.

Ervin E. Hasten 
Former missionary to Mexico and

Panama

Worth. Walking

The importance of Bible study lit­
erature to national Baptists was 
revealed recently in a series of inci­

dents related to church members' ob­
taining their Sunday School and train­
ing literature at a central point on the 
island of Mindanao.

Missionary James B. Slack reports 
that some of the people walk as far as 
seven miles to pick up their literature. 
He relates that one man traveled by 
"Jeepney" and by bus from a distant
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area of the island, after having walked 
for several miles to board the Jeepney. 
All of this he did in order to pick up the 
literature for his church. He spent more 
money for his travel than the church 
had to pay for the literature.

William T. Roberson 
Manila, Philippines

One Baptist 
at the Mine 
Mimosa Mine is not exactly down­

town Salisbury, capital of Rho­
desia. In fact, the mine is about50 
kilometers from the nearest town, Sha­
han i.

Despite its location, the little com­
munity has a vital ministry under way 
because of the dedication of one Bap­
tist woman and the materials sent to 
herby the Baptist Publishing House, 
Bulawayo.

Mrs. F. S. Phiri from Mimosa Mine 
wrote Horace Burns, missionary asso­
ciate serving as publishing house direc­
tor. She said she once had been a stu­
dent at Sanyati Baptist school, where 
she had accepted Christ as Savior. Mrs. 
Phiri wrote that she was the only Bap­
tist in her community, but that she had 
been witnessing to some boys and girls. 
She recalled learning about Jesus 
through GAs and wanted to start GA 
and RA work at the mine. To do this, 
she needed the right literature.

"My problem," she wrote, "is that I 
have only an English Bible and one 
hymnbook."

Burns responded quickly, and a short 
time later Bibles and literature reached 
Mimosa Mine. A grateful Mrs. Phiri 
replied, "I cannot express the joy 1 
felt when I received your letter. We 
received the program books on Monday

Top: Clerk at Baptist bookstore, Jerusalem, 
Israel, shows book to girl. Right: Bookstore 
in Bangkok, Thailand, beckons customers. 
Below, left: Books attract attention at Bap­
tist library in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. Right: 
Man browses among books in several lan­
guages at Baptist book center, Cwelo, Rho­
desia.

gregation.

TC
Fred M. Allen 

Lusaka, Zambia

and began classes on Tuesday."
Letters of thanks also came from the 

new GA and RA members. The letters 
stressed that the groups were growing 
and that they could use more litera­
ture.

Not only did the way open for the 
start of youth work at Mimosa Mine, 
but a request also came for a preach­
ing point to be opened there.

Joey (Joe) Williams 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia

In One Village

Villagers in a number of communi­
ties in the Eastern province of 
Zambia gladly took gospel tracts and 

Scripture portions from Missionary 
Ronnie Bostick and a local pastor, 
Cleverson Banda. Noneof the villages 
had a church.

Some weeks later the two men re­
traced their steps and found that in one 
of the villages one man had accepted 
Christ after reading the tract. This con­
vert shared his tract and his new ex­
perience with other villagers, and many 
of them had also believed.

The new converts were eager to start 
a church and to continue sharing the 
good news about Christ with others. 
After a few months, all but three adults 
in the village had become followers of 
Christ and were active in the new con-
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e appeared at the Baptist of­
fice in Quito, the ancient 
capital of the Inca Indians and 
the present capital of Ecuador, 
on a cold, rainy day. As he 
stepped inside, he politely

removed his stiff-brimmed, white-felt 
hat. A neat, black braid of hair fell 
softly down the back of his red, wool 
poncho.

"Good morning, Sehora," he began. 
"I am Jose Allaco. I have come to see 
the man who is in charge of radio 
programs, please."

His shy smile brightened an other­
wise routine morning for me in the 
office. I smiled back.

"The radio man is my husband," I 
told him. "He isn't here right now, but 
will return in a few minutes. Would 
you like to wait for him?"

"Yes, I would, thank you."
I offered him a chair, and he sat 

down. During these moments he told 
why he had come to Quito. His story 
started almost two years before in the 
mountains of southern Ecuador, his 
home.

A
S he climbed thecobblestone 
road that starless night, Jose 
Allaco was proud of himself. 
He had completed the rural 
leadership and literacy course 

L sponsored by the Ecuadorian 
government. To attend almost every 
session meant leaving his wife to bring 

the sheep in from pasture each evening, 
while he hurried down the mountain 
to the village for his studies. After­
ward, he had trudged back up the

The author, Mrs. James C. Muse, Jr., and her husband 
were appointed missionaries to Ecuador in 1961. They 
are stationed in Quito.

slopes in the darkness, the cold winds 
from Mount Chimborazo whipping the 
edges of his poncho.

As he walked, Jose wondered if what 
he'd learned would really help him. 
What did he want from life? A big corn 
crop? A better farm? A large house? He 
doubted that even these would ease 
the empty, dissatisfied feeling he so 
often had. Sometimes he felt as though 
he were one of his own sheep, lost in 
the mountains, hoping someone would 
come find him. His feelings were 
troubling, because he did not under­
stand them.

Sighing, he stuffed his cold hands 
into the pockets of his loose-fitting 
white trousers. His fingers touched the 
little booklet he had bought from a

By Pat Muse
fellow student. He hadn't really wanted 
to spend the few cents, but his friend 
seemed to need the money. So now he 
owned the booklet that was supposed 
to be a portion of the Bible. He would 
read it tomorrow.

Even in the dark, Jose knew exactly 
where to turn off the road onto the 
narrowpaththatwound upward another 
mile and led to his adobe dwelling. 
Already he anticipated the warmth of 
the house.

As he entered, Blanca, his wife, 
stirred from her straw mat and lit a 
candle. "Is that you, Jose?" she asked, 
knowing as she spoke that it was he, 
because the dogs had not barked as 
he approached.

"How was the final study session?" 
she asked. "You do not have to go back 
again, do you?"

"No, we finished tonight. I have a 
certificate with my name written on it 
that says I completed the study. Right 
now, I had rather eat than talk. I am 
hungry and cold."

She fanned the still-live charcoals 
in the small brazier to build the heat 
towarm his sancocho. "It is hot enough 
now," she said, handing him a tin bowl­
ful of the vegetable soup and a bun.

He ate quickly, silently. Then, still 
wearing his poncho, he wrapped a 
raw-wool blanket around him and 
stretched out on the dirt floor. Once 
asleep, he was no longer troubled by 
the thoughts he had on the trail.

Long before daylight had pushed 
back the darkness of the Andean night, 
Blanca was up and about her morning 
chores. When the breakfast of hot, 
sweet coffee and crusty bread was 
ready, she called Jose. While he ate, 
she sat down to nurse the baby who 
also had awakened early and hungry.

Jose was more eager to talk than he 
had been the night before. "I have 
learned much about crop improve­
ment," he began. "I am going to try 
these new ideas. If only we could 
raise a good corn crop this year, we 
could buy many of the things we need." 

"And not just for this year," added 
Blanca. "We need to bethinking about 
the future. Also," she spoke gently in 
the soft tones of the Quichua tongue, 
"you are no longer young. If we are 
going to better ourselves, we cannot 
delay. You are almost 40. The work is 
too hard. The change must come soon.

Jose nodded. "In the school, we also 
learned about forming cooperatives 
among small-land farmers," he went 
on. "It is a plan where we all work
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together to help each other."
"But do you think the other farmers 

will work together?" Blanca asked. 
"There is such fear and mistrust of one 
another. It would take a miracle from 
God to make the men willing to help 
each other plant and gather crops."

Jose did not reply. His wife had 
voiced some of his own fears. Instead, 
he whistled for the dogs, and left 
for the day.

Later, as he herded the sheep to 
pasture, he thought of Blanca's words. 
He realized the truth of them, but 
surely the men would see value in 
helping each other. Times had changed. 
He did not see how he could continue 
in the same way his ancestors had lived 
for hundreds of years before him on 
thesesameparamos(high,coldregions). 
He felt trapped.

As the flock moved along, some of 
the sheep tried to wander from the 
group, but Jose brought them back. 
He was a good shepherd, gently herd­
ing the dawdlers and strays along with 
the rest. He found a grassy spot near a 
stream and beside a boulder that would 
protect him from the cold winds as 
they rushed down from the higher 
slopes in early afternoon.

The dogs, their duties completed 
for a time, loped off to find a tasty 
paramo rabbit for breakfast. Jose 
reached for his wooden flute, but then 
replaced it around his neck. He was i n 
no mood for music.

He remembered the booklet he had 
bought. He pulled it out and looked at 
it. It was called The Gospel of John.

He examined it curiously for a 
moment, then began to read. It seemed 
hard to understand, so he read aloud

slowly to better comprehend. He soon 
became absorbed in what he read. 
Hours passed. When the sun was di­
rectly overhead, he did not stop to 
eat. He scarcely moved. Only the 
occasional flash of his red poncho 
against the gray-green mountainside 
signaled his presence.

B
y mid-afternoon he had 
finished reading. The booklet 
told of the life and work of Jesus 

I Christ. Jose thought about what 
I he had read. Of course, he knew 
about the Christ. Sometimes 

he and Blanca had walked to the vil­
lage shrine to light candles at Christmas 
for the Child Jesus.

But the Christ in this booklet was 
different. He was alive and cared about 
people. What were those words about 
why Christ had come to earth? Jose 
turned through the pages. He had folded 
down the corner of the page that told 
the reason. He found it and read aloud: 
"I am come that they might have life, 
and that they might have it more 
abundantly. I am the good shepherd: 
the good shepherd gives his life for 
the sheep" (10:10-11).

This made sense to Jose. He knew 
what being a shepherd meant. It seemed 
that Jesus wanted to be a shepherd 
to Jose, just as Jose was to the sheep. 
He looked at his sheep. What would 
they be without him? They wouldn't 
last a week alone in the mountains.

"Maybe that's what I need," thought 
Jose, "a shepherd."

He turned to the last page and read 
howto receive this Good Shepherd 
into his life. He carefully considered 
each step—admit that he needed help,

that he had strayed from God; believe 
that Christ came to earth to die so 
that he, Jose, could be made right with 
God; that Jesus after three days came 
alive again; that he is God's Son and is 
alive right now.

The thoughts were almost more than 
Jose could take in. He looked at the 
instruction page again. The last step 
was that if you truly believed these 
things, you were to ask Jesus to be­
come Shepherd of your life.

Jose knew this was what he wanted. 
There on the Andean mountainside 
with his sheep, he said simply, "Jesus, 

I know you are God's Son. I ask you 
to become my Shepherd."

At once, he knew something had 
happened. A sense of deep content­
ment filled his innermost being. At 
the same time he felt happy enough 
to go frolic with the Iambs.

At the very end of the booklet was 
the instruction: " If you have read 
this and sincerely carried out the steps 
to commit your life to Christ, sign 
your name in the space below."

Jose did not hesitate. With the stub 
of a pencil he had used to learn to 
write during the leadership course, he 
carefully wrote his name in the space. 
He studied his signature with much 
satisfaction. Then he looked around. 
The whole mountainside seemed alive 
with the presence of the Son of God.

The sun was dipping below the 
western range. The dogs were barking 
and nipping at the heels of the sheep. 
They knew it was ti me to go home. 
Jose got up and placed the booklet 
carefully inside his billfold. Hewould 
always carry it there as a reminder 
of this day when Jesus had become his
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Shepherd.
Making his way down the mountain, 

his steps were light. Suddenly hungry, 
he made quick work of the bread and 
toasted corn Blanca had sent with him.

At the house, Blanca asked, "What 
ki nd of book made you forget to eat 
your lunch until sundown?"

Jose smiled in response. Since Blanca 
could not read, he told her what he had 
read. "I have received Christ into my 
life," he said, adding in trembling 
tones, "Have you ever wished for such 
an experience?"

Blanca's brown eyes filled with tears. 
She nodded. "Many times," she said.

Jose pulled out his booklet. Simply 
he told her what he had done on the 
mountainside. Blanca believed the 
words for herself, and she, too, became 
a new person in Christ.

D
ays passed as quickly and as 
i sparkling as the tiny streams 
k that form in the mountains, 
I then hurry to join great rivers 
’ far below. Jose was bubbling 

with joy, but unlike the streams, 
he had no great river to rush to. 

Questions came: What did this new 
experience mean? Were there others 
like him? What did the rest of the 
Bible say?

As Cod would not leave a stream 
without a river to flow to, neither did 
he leave Jose with unanswered ques­
tions. Once again in the solitude of 
the sheepherder's day, answers came.

Jose's most prized possession was a 
small transistor radio. Last year, when 
a ewe produced twins, he sold the male 
lamb for enough money to buy the 
radio. When he had batteries for it, he

listened as he watched the sheep.
One day he tuned in a program he 

had never before heard. It offered 
music and short messages about God. 
Best of all, the announcer said that 
anyone who heard the program could 
write to an address in Quito and re­
ceive a free copy of the entire New 
Testament. Jose found his pencil and 
wrote down the address.

Over the next few days he phrased 
his letter of request. He wanted it to 
show proper respect. Still, he included 
some of the questions troubling him.

He mailed his letter and waited. In 
less time than he dreamed possible 
the answer came—and with it a shiny, 
orange-and-yellow copy of the New 
Testament. The letter with it said, 
"Congratulations upon receiving Christ 
as your personal Savior. You are now a 
part of the family of God." The writer 
answered the questions Jose had posed.

During the following months, Jose 
studied the New Testament. He decided 
to try to do all it said. His family and 
friends asked about the change in him. 
He told them about receiving Christ 
as his Shepherd. Some of them had the 
same experience.

Soon a group met together to read 
the Bible and discuss its meaning. 
Jose wrote regularly to the man from 
the radio program. The man sent other 
booklets and papers to guide Bible 
studies.

Their number grew. A Quichua- 
speaking preacher from Quito visited 
them. He spoke at a special service, 
and others received Christ.

Growing out of this Christian to­
getherness, the farm cooperative came 
into being. The men and women helped

each other plant corn and potatoes. 
They tried the new farming methods. 
Greater harvests resulted. They sold 
their crops in one large lot, thus draw­
ing a better price. They formed a group 
to organize a school for their children. 
The dream of working together for a 
better life had come true because of 
the Shepherd who guided them.

For more than a year Jose exchanged 
letters with "my friend of the radio 
program." Then he decided to visit 
him. By foot and by bus he made his 
way to Quito and the Baptist office. 
At last he was making contact with 
the outside Christian world.

A
S he finished telling me his 
story, he reached inside his 

poncho and from an old bill­
fold carefully removed a worn, 

i tattered booklet—his copy of 
L the Gospel of John. "Would 
you I ike to see where I signed my name, 

Sehora?"
The page was dirt-smudged and 

faded, but still clear enough—the 
written proof that Jesus Christ was 
the Shepherd of Jose Allaco's life.

At that moment my husband came 
in. I introduced him to Jose as the 
"radio man." The two shook hands 
warmly and began talking as if they 
had known each other always.

John in his Gospel said the book 
was written "that you might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing you might have life 
(20:31). Jose had read John's book, 
believed it, and, on a mountainside 
with only sheep as witnesses, had 
signed his commitment to the Good 
Shepherd. TC
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Philippine
Press Work

O
f the 21 publication centers 
around the world related to 
Southern Baptist foreign mission work, 
Baptist Center Press in Manila, Philip­

pines, is certainly not one of the 
largest. But its output is considerable.

In one recent quarter more than 
24,000 pieces of literature were 
printed. Among them were Sunday 
School lessons in Tagalog, llonggo, 
Cebuano, Pangasinan, llocano, and 
English languages, visitors' leaflets, 
teachers' quarterlies, WMU lessons, 
and prayer calendars. Other types of 
material are also produced there.

The production facilities are located 
in the Baptist Center building in Ma­
nila on the ground floor, to the rear 
of the bookstore. Editorial workers 
operate out of offices on the upper 
floors. In a relatively limited space, 
production workers for Baptist Center 
Press, some of them pictured here, 
produce a sizable volume of materials. TC

Top: Workman at Baptist Center Press in 
Manila prepares plate for small offset press. 
Middle: Press worker collates material. 
Woman readies a press run. Left: Finished 
materials are packaged and ready for deliv­
ery. A final tap seats the staples binding the 
pages. Above: Another industrious worker 
checks printing results.
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in no de Janeiro

Practicing UJfiatTfiey Print
A

t the Board of Religious Educa­
tion and Publications of the 
Brazilan Baptist Convention 
(Baptist publishing house for short) in 

Rio de Janeiro, people are as concerned 
with teaching about their literature as 
they are with pri nti ng it.

The Baptist publishing house pro­
duces books, Bibles, and all Sunday 
School and men's literature for Bap­
tists in the Portuguese-speaking nation 
of Brazil. There are 285 Brazilians, in­
cluding employees at the publishing 
house and in the 40 bookstores around 
the country, employed by the publish­
ing board. Six missionaries are assigned 
to the work at the publishing house.

The Rio publishing house, which is 
responsible directly to the Brazilian 
Baptist Convention, not only provides 
literature to churches, but also leader­
ship training courses in religious educa­
tion for interested persons, according 
to Missionary Victor Davis, director of 
the publishing house. The purpose of 
the training program is to inform church 
leaders and pastors of all the material 
the publishing house has to offer and 
howto use it.

"For several years we have seen the 
necessity of a leadership training course 
in the area of religious education, since 
there is not enough formal preparation 
in theological schools in Brazil," states 
Davis.

In 1975 and 1976 the publishing 
house invited persons interested in the 
subject to Rio, "where we brought them 
up-to-date on some principles for reli­
gious education." Favorable response 
to the program convinced publishing 
house administrators to include space 
in their new building for a religious 
education training center.

In addition to training leaders at the 
publishing house, "we hope to be able 
to take this type of course to the people 
in various regions of Brazil," says

Davis. The program has already reached 
people who have never had an oppor­
tunity to study in theological institu­
tions, according to him-

Along with the religious education 
training program, the Rio publishing 
house maintains a "correspondence 
course in Christian development," 
elaborates Davis. "One is able to spe­
cialize in various areas of church lead­
ership or religious education, as well 
as to develop his own Christian life."

Enrollment in the course has in­
creased steadily in the past few years, 

1977

and as a result, "Sales have increased 
because those who are in training are 
able to use books and literature in their 
churches that they did not understand 
howto use before," Davis relates.

"At a later date we hope to be able 
to interest pastors in a training program 
we have on a more advanced level," he 
continues. "We feel that this is neces­
sary if we are to have trained leader­
ship in our churches which will be able 
to meet the demands of the evangelis­
tic spirit in Brazil."
TC
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Bottom left: Bibles, Bibles, and more Bibles. 
The Baptist publishing house in Rio de Ja­
neiro has set a goal of printing one million 
Bibles a year by 1982 in honor of Brazilian 
Baptists' centennial. Left: Workman puts 
gold leaf on Bible pages. Below: Employee 
fixes thumb index markers on hymnal. Bot­
tom: Baptist Board of Religious Education 
and Publications printing plant.
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Essentials for 
B O LD Foreign 
Mission
Graded Series

The theme of Foreign Mission 
Graded Series books for 1977 
is "Publications: Tool for 
Church Development and 
Evangelism." The four Graded 
Series books and teaching 
guides (60<t each) for each 
book are available through 
Baptist Book Stores.
Rivers of Ink by Thomas W. Hill, 

for adult study, $1.45

Whole Earth by Kenneth R.
Lawson, for youth study, 35C

The Claim Staker by Roberta 
Ryan, for older children 
(grades 3-6), 90C

Antonio's Choice by Mary Anne 
Forehand, for younger child­
ren (grades 1-2), 90<t

Other resources for the study 
include:
Spanish Imprint, filmstrip with 
cassette available through Broad­
man CAVE Plan, $9.50

World Missions, overhead cells 
(20), available through Baptist 
Book Stores, $22.95

"Publications: Tool for Church 
Development and Evangelism," 
resource booklet, available from 
Foreign Mission Board Literature, 
free

By Mickey J. Martin

P
romote, according to dictionary 
definition, means to contribute 
to the growth, enlargement, or 
prosperity of; to bring or help to bring 

into being; launch; to present for public 
acceptance through advertising and 
publicity.

During the years of Bold Mission it 
is suggested that each church have a 
churchwide, "pastor-promoted" study 
of age-graded mission books. For this 
study to be effective, the pastor's 
support is essential. The truth has been, 
is, and will continue to be: When the 
pastor actively promotes any activity, 
it takes on a new dimension and be­
comes accepted as worthwhile.

The pastor, as the chief spokesman 
for a church, can help create a climate 
for missions that goes beyond surface 
knowledge. Churchwide mission study 
provides members of a congregation 
with an opportunity to come together 
to learn, to understand, to act. The 
action may take the form of setting a 
regular time to pray for persons men­
tioned in the study and other mission­
aries whose names appear on the prayer 
calendar. A prayer calendar listing 
home and foreign missionaries on their 
birthdays is found in Royal Service, 
Contempo, and Accent—WMU mis­
sions magazines (each $4.00 a year).

Action may take the form of in­
creased giving to missions through the 
regular offering of the church and thus 
through the Cooperative Program. The 
awareness of mission needs can lead 
to sacrificial giving through the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign 
Missions, with its national goal of 
$34 million for 1977. Action may also 
mean a desire to spend more time in 
learning about God at work in his world 
through persons called missionaries.

A climate can be created by having 
foreign mission study on or near the 
dates set this year for the first time on 
the denominational calendar for Nov. 
20-23. The Foreign Mission Graded 
Series consists of four books with a 
teaching guide for each book. The 
theme for 1977 is "Publications: Tool 
for Church Development and Evan- 
ge lism." Books and teaching guides 
are available for adults, youth, older

The author is consultant in general WMU adminis­
tration for Woman's Missionary Union, auxiliary to the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Birmingham, Ala.

children, and younger children. See 
the listing and description of the 
books on the next page.

There is no Graded Series book for 
preschoolers. They may study one of 
four undated units of mission study 
for preschoolers. Each undated unit 
has a book for the child and a teach­
ing guide for teachers. The newest, 
Ching Fu and ]im (Taiwan), is recom­
mended to be used with three-, four-, 
and five-year-olds. Teachers of younger 
preschoolers can use the section, 
"Teaching Younger Mission Friends," 
from a back issue of Start, the Mission 
Friends leader magazine.

The recommended procedure is for 
the pastor to launch the study on 
Sunday night, Nov. 20. A scan of the 
adult book and teaching guide can 
provide a springboard for the sermon. 
Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
nights the study can be by age levels, 
using the appropriate book and teach­
ing guide. The time suggested for this 
is one and one-half hours each night.

Planning Responsibility. WMU and 
Brotherhood are responsible for ar­
ranging the churchwide study of the 
Foreign Mission Graded Series books 
in cooperation with the pastor. The 
WMU director, WMU council, Brother­
hood director, and Brotherhood 
council lead in making plans. Planning 
includes getting the dates on the 
church calendar, enlisting and training 
teachers, working out a schedule for 
the study, publicizing, and promoting.

Training teachers may come easy if 
the associational WMU is planning a 
Graded Series Institute for training 
teachers who will teach the books in 
a local church. If no associational 
training is provided, the WMU di­
rector and Brotherhood director can 
plan an instruction session. Each 
teacher needs the pupil's book, teach­
ing guide, and other resources for the 
study.

The pastor meets with the WMU 
director and Brotherhood director to 
review plans. Their decision to have 
churchwide Graded Series should be 
made in the summer before the 
church council meets to discuss church 
plans and set calendar date.

Dimension, the magazine for WMU 
officers, has a detailed plan for church­
wide Foreign Mission Graded Series
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Needed Now
astor-Promoted Mission Study

study. The plan is a pattern that can 
be used to tailor-make mission study 
for a specific church. As plans are 
discussed, the pastor will note times, 
places, and ways he can promote the 
Foreign Mission Graded Series study. 
He may also decide to teach the adult 
book or serve as a team teacher for 
youth, children, or preschool studies.

Goal setting may be another ap­
proach to take to plan to reach as many 
people as possible. Goals can mean a 
certain percentage (high!) of WMU 
members, Brotherhood members, 
other church program members, and 
non-Sunday School church members 
in attendance at the study. The de­
cision may be made to have an identi­
fiable symbol for persons to wear 
after signing up to attend the study. 
An ink blot would lend itself to a 
variety of uses. Examples: a pendant 
(shellacked cardboard) or a name tag. 
The names of those who sign up can 
be put on a large, ink blot poster. The 
pastor could use special "ink blot" 
paper in writing to encourage non­
Sunday School members to be a part 
of mission study.

How the Pastor Can Promote. He 
can be enthusiastic and consistent. 
Beginning in September, the pastor 
who periodically says from the pulpit, 
"A marvelous opportunity is in store 
for our church," will spark the interest 
of members of the congregation. Then 
other bits of information can fan the 
spark of interest into a flame.

• He can make an appeal to mem­
bers of the church council to be 
enlisters. Each person assumes the 
responsibility to enlist one other 
person. Each program organization 
sets a goal of membership to attend 
the study.

• He can write letters. Two different 
types of letters can be sent: One to 
the persons who are members of 
church program organizations, and one 
to church members who may attend 
Sunday-morning worship only. A 
return card saying, "I will attend . . ." 
can be included.

• In announcements from the pulpit 
he can use excerpts from the mission 
study books as "teasers." Example: 
"What is a claim staker? Why was 
Frank Patterson called a claim staker? 
Those of you in grades three through

six will find out when you attend ... ."
• He could enlist a photographer 

with an instant picture camera to take 
pictures of people who have signed 
up to attend mission study. The 
"studio" could be near the ink blot 
poster. Pictures placed on the poster 
will be people-stoppers. In the an­
nouncement period at Sunday worship 
services reference can be made to 
persons who believe missions is im­
portant enough to want to get in the 
picture.

• He might write an article for the 
local newspaper.

• He could contact a radio station 
that announces local events and have 
information about the study put on 
the air. Is TV also a possibility?

• He can encourage teachers of the 
foreign mission study books to attend 
the associational Graded Series In­
stitute. The pastor who says, "I'm 
taking persons who will be teaching 
to an associational Graded Series 
Institute," will be more likely to have 
persons attend, because he has indi­
cated, "I think this is important 
enough to demand some of my time."

• He can provide an opportunity 
for each person who will be teaching 
the mission study to preview the 
content to be covered or to tell about 
a learning activity. This could be dur­
ing regular church meeting times be­
ginning now.

• The pastor can use promotion of 
the Graded Series study as an avenue 
to reinforce prayer experiences. Each 
week the church bulletin or a Sunday 
handout could have a prayer-request 
column that relates to the foreign 
mission study. Content may include a 
list of persons who will be teaching, 
objectives of the week, prayer requests 
for persons who will be attending the 
study.

• On Wednesday, Nov. 16, he could 
have a special prayer time for the 
foreign mission study.

There is no substitute for a pastor's 
concern for missions expressed to his 
people. The results of pastor-promoted 
mission study will be more church 
members informed about missions, a 
deeper commitment that expresses 
itself through study, prayer, giving, 
and possibly a willingness to serve as a 
missionary. TC

Requests for missionary personnel 
come to the Foreign Mission Board 
from Baptist Missions on the fields. 
Shared here are but a few among 
top-priority requests.

Upper Volta: Career missionary is needed 
to work in mass communications and as 
Bible correspondence school director. 
Should have B.D. or M.R.E. degree and/or 
advanced degree in mass communications. 
Experiencein mass communications helpful. 
Would plan and direct mass communica­
tions program for Baptists in Upper Volta, 
in cooperation with the Francophone Con­
ference's mass communications direc­
tor. Would direct and expand Bible corre­
spondence school (present enrollment: 
about 2,500). Would develop a cassette 
ministry in French and local dialects and 
also help produce radio programs; a limited 
possibility for TV work is seen in the near 
future. Residence: Ouagadougou. Lan­
guages: French and More.

Portugal: Career missionary or missionary 
associate has been requested to help in 
bookstore and publications work. Knowl­
edge of bookstore management helpful. 
Portuguese Baptist Convention has had a 
bookstore since 1968; though the work has 
grown, a specialist is needed to develop it 
further. If this specialist is also a preacher, 
there will be opportunities to help in 
churches and missions. Residence: Lisbon. 
Language: Portuguese.

Ghana: To serve as publications coordi­
nator, a career missionary or missionary 
associate has been requested by the Ghana 
Baptist Mission. Would help develop reli­
gious education materials at all age levels 
to meet needs of the new, unified program 
of religious education, in cooperation with 
the directors of religious education and the 
Ghana Baptist Convention publications 
committee. New materials are needed for 
Baptist outreach, such as literacy materials, 
tracts, and the like. Residence: Kumasi. 
Assignment could be carried out in English, 
but knowledge of Twi desirable.

Togo: A career missionary has been re­
quested to serve as mass communications 
director. Should have had special study and 
some experience in the field. Person is 
needed to prepare quality programming for 
radio and television in the hope of freer 
access to broadcast facilities for Baptists. 
Opportunities are now open for cassette 
ministry, tracts, books, motion pictures, and 
Bible Way correspondence courses. Would 
probably reside in LomA Languages: French 
and local African language.

For more information about these and 
numerous other opportunities for career 
missionary service abroad, contact: Louis 
R. Cobbs, secretary, Department of Mis­
sionary Personnel, Foreign Mission Board, 
Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230.
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role/call
Christian Calling and Its Expression

The Callto Community
By Roy L. Honeycutt

I
s one’s call an altogether personal matter, subject 
primarily to the interpretation of the individual? Is 
it fulfilled essentially within the framework of one’s 
personal predisposition concerning the role that one fills 

in responding to a perceived call?
Or, does one’s call involve the total community of faith— 

its affirmation of calling, its ordained purposes, and its 
given resources?

There are no easy answers to these questions, for call in­
volves an interrelationship of individual and community. 
One may point to evidence—personal, biblical, and histori­
cal—which suggests that one’s call is essentially individ­
ual. On the other hand, the same categories of evidence 
suggest that one’s call is inextricably intertwined with the 
community of faith, that calling is corporate as well as in­
dividual.

Numerous factors contribute to an extreme emphasis 
upon the interpretation of calling as exclusively private 
and individual.

1) Within the framework of a political system that 
stresses personal liberty, as does our own, the emergence 
of a wholesome emphasis upon individual rights—as ex­
pressed through the “Bill of Rights” of our own Constitu­
tion—is altogether normal. But such an emphasis is sub­
ject to distortion. This may be seen in the disavowal of 
corporate rights and responsibilities toward the com­
munity.

2) Our common religious heritage exalts the competence 
of the individual before God, without human mediation. 
Such “soul competence” may lead one to an atomistic 
understanding of religious experience. This view assumes 
that the individual sustains no relationships or responsi­
bilities apart from those of his or her individual experience 
with God. Such an amputation of religious experience from 
the corporate community of faith is lamentable, but possi­
ble.

3) In the framework of a denominational heritage which

©Copyright by Roy L. Honeycutt 1977. All rights reserved.

embodies a congregational form of church government and 
sustains dynamic relationships with other congregations, 
agencies, and institutions only on a “cooperating” basis, a 
subtle temptation appears. This is the temptation to assume 
that beyond one’s private religious experience there is only 
the local congregation toward which one assumes dynamic 
responsibility. Such a posture ignores the interrelationship 
which all believers sustain together, not only within the 
framework of individual denominations, but also through­
out the f ull range of the community of believers.

All of these factors are subtle influences which may 
lead a person to conclude that one’s call is altogether a 
private matter, that the community of faith beyond the 
range of the individual’s own life is of little if any conse­
quence in either perceiving or implementing one’s call.

Set over against such an atomistic interpretation of 
religious experience as reflected in one’s call, however, 
is this realization: Biblical revelation affirms that, while 
one’s call experience is of necessity personal and experi­
ential, it does have corporate ramifications. A careful ex­
amination of the total biblical revelation will reveal that

This is the fourth of ten articles gathered into an exclusive 
series under the title “Role/Call: Christian Calling and Its 
Expression.” R. Allen Orr has coordinated the project.
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the tension between the individual and the corporate 
nature of the “call experience” is carefully maintained. 
Within the Old Testament, for example, in the case of 
every recorded call experience, the initiative rests with 
God, not the community of faith. He, through whatever 
mediating factors or persons, is the causal force in the 
call experience.

But the call experience is inevitably intertwined with the 
community of faith. Persons are called from within the 
community of faith. Roles fulfilled in the framework of 
their calling are in the context of that same community. 
The community of faith forms the matrix of their minis­
tries. Out of the warmth of the covenant relationship they 
receive the revelation of God shared through their minis­
tries. Thus, the polarities of individualism and communi­
ty, and especially the marked interaction between the 
two, are constant biblical phenomena.

In assessing the call to community, four areas of con­
sideration are of importance: (1) community as a biblical 
principle; (2) the call and role of the community of faith; 
(3) the interaction of individual calling and the call of the 
community; (4) living with the tension of individual calling 
and the community of faith.

p 1j. nncipie. The gregarious, communal nature of 
man is everywhere reflected in the history of mankind. 
Whether for protection against common dangers, the con­
solidation of energy for food gathering or food produc­
tion, or the sheer internal drive toward companionship, 
human beings consistently have become part of a group.

But not only at this basic, elemental level of survival do 
we share in a community beyond ourselves. We also experi­
ence an internal rhythm, a syncopated, pulsing, life move­
ment that links each of us to the other. Sensing our one­
ness with all humanity, we experience the same common­
ality of life that moved John Donne to say for each of us: 
“No man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece 
of the continent, a part of the main; if a clod be washed 
away by the sea, Europe is the less. ... Any man’s death 
diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind. And 
therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it 
tolls for thee.”

Community as a common ingredient of religious experi­
ence generally and of the call experience specifically is 
thus affirmed from two directions. First, there is an internal 
consistency between individual religious experiences and 
the common nature of humanity. While religious experience 
often drives a wedge between the individual and some 
forms of community or its life-styles, that experience is 
inevitably related to the total community as experienced 
and shared prior to, during, and following one’s call ex­
perience. The corporate identity one senses with humanity 
argues cogently for the corporate dimension to one’s reli­
gious experience as well.

In the totality of one’s religious experience, as in the 
whole of life, “no man is an island.” We are a part of the 
whole, not simply atomistic bits and pieces. Whatever the 
nature of our individual experiences, they are lived out in 
the context of the shared dynamic of the community.

Second, and more directly, the biblical revelation af­
firms the communal nature of our lives and our calling. 
Community is the goal of creation—initially and subse­
quently.

For example, the primary purpose of the story of the

creation of the first woman (Gen. 2:18-23) is the affirma­
tion of community as a goal of creation. We are created for 
both God (Gen. l:26f) and for community (Gen. 2:18ff). 
Solitude and loneliness fall short of the divine intention: 
it is not good that man should be along (Gen. 2:18 RSV); 
good reflects not a moral connotation but conformity to 
the divine pattern (cf. the same use of good in chapter 
one, where it is used in much the same manner).

Community as a biblical principle is further reflected 
in the manner in which we strive toward community as a 
divine ideal. For example, the “covenant” forms the cen­
tral focus of the Old Testament (covenant) and presup­
poses the realization of a community of faith in history as 
the purpose of God. Varied sociological figures are used to 
characterize the life-style of the people of God: the king­
dom of God, the family, the people of God. But whether the 
figure of speech is drawn from the political sphere (the 
kingdom of God), the sphere of family living, or more speci­
fically religious language (a “messianic” community), the 
focus is the same: Community is the ideal toward which 
God’s people move across not just centuries, but millennia.

The corporate nature of the believer’s experience is 
illustrated further by the New Testament’s use of the word 
saint. Saint, literally a “holy one,” is used solely in the 
sense that a person is dedicated to the Lord. Every believer 
was and is a “saint.” Yet, in all the New Testament occur­
rences of the term (hagios), it is, with one exception, 
always used in the plural. Even in one place where it is 
singular (Phil. 4:21) implies multiplicity—“Greet every 
saint” (that is all saints).

There are no saints in isolation in the New Testament 
literature. They are bound together in a community of faith 
and properly addressed in the plural.

Call and role.
Within the scope of this collec­

tion of essays, our more immediate purpose is to under­
stand with greater clarity both the call and the role of the
individual. Because of this focus on the individual, it may 
at first appear strange to consider the call and role of the 
community. This procedure rests upon an assumption
arising from the previous area of discussion: Community 
is a biblical principle. Because of the conviction that the 
individual is inextricably linked to the community, this 
thesis becomes operative: One cannot understand his or
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her call and role without previously considering the call 
and role of the community of faith.

While the individual’s call may well be viewed as having 
occurred first in order of sequence, there is a sense in 
which the call of the community precedes the call of the 
individual. No one is called in isolation from one’s commu­
nity of faith!

We are part of a heritage as long as the symbolic dis­
tance between Ur of the Chaldees and New York City. In 
assessing the impact of the community’s call and role 
upon that of the individual, three areas of concern appear: 
the creation of a community, the call of the community, 
and the role of the community.

• Judaeo-Christian faith rests upon the presupposition 
that God has acted within history to create an historical 
community, albeit a community of faith. Foundational for 
the understanding of the creation of a faith community is 
the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:lff.). Both his call (v.l) and 
his blessing (v. 2f.) are confessional to the extent that they 
represent the manner in which succeeding generations 
discovered in the call of Abraham their own call to redemp­
tive service.

The call narrative is, therefore, more than the call of a 
single individual. It is the call to a people to become a 
means of blessing for the entire world (cf. Gen. 12:3). The 
reality of Israel as an historical entity during the first and 
second millennia B.C. testifies adequately to the reality of a 
faith community called into being,through Abraham.

With the Christ-event the focus shifts. But there remains 
an historical community—the New Testament community 
of faith. The church becomes the new Israel and heir not 
only to the privilege but also to the responsibility of Israel. 
The church inherited the election and with it the prom­
ise of a continuing community of faith within history.

The presence of the church in history affords adequate 
evidence to attest the affirmation that God has created a 
community of faith. On the basis of that creative act, the 
believer confronts a spiritual reality in the form of the

believing community that is as real and vital as his or her 
own experience.

• Second, the call of the community is affirmed simulta­
neously with its creation. It is impossible to think of crea­
tion without calling. Creation is for a specific purpose. 
Again, the call of Abraham is fundamental to the under­
standing of the calling of the community. The whole of 
the people of God are called in the call of Abraham; his 
calling is a microcosm of their larger calling; their calling 
is a macrocosm of his individual calling. The two are inex­
tricably intertwined.

What is true of the Old Testament community of faith is 
no less true of the community revealed in New Testament 
literature. Call is essential to the community of faith— 
whether initially or subsequently as one grows in faith 
and understanding. In the paradox of the cross one finds 
her or his personal call: “If any man would come after me, 
let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
For whoever would save his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matt. 16:24-25 RSV). 
“As the Father has sent me, even so I send you” (John 20:21 
RSV).

• Third, the role of the community of faith flows out of 
its calling. Created for community and called by God, the 
community of faith assumes a variety of roles. As only one 
example of the role of the faith community, Isaiah of the 
exile is quite specific. The servant people are entrusted 
with a mission aimed at establishing justice in the earth. 
Although at times blind and insensitive to their role (Isa. 
42:18ff) Israel, the servant, has a witnessing role: ‘“You 
are my witnesses,’ says the Lord, ‘and my servant whom I 
have chosen. ...”’ (Isa. 43:10 RSV). The servant is chosen 
(Isa. 44:1), forgiven, and redeemed (Isa. 44:22).

Within the New Testament revelation appear few, if 
any, more succinct pictures of the believer’s role than that 
of the ideal servant, Jesus. At the annunciation of his min­
istry at Nazareth, Jesus deliberately chose a passage from 
Isaiah that stands in the basic tradition of the servant pas-
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sages of Isaiah 40-55. In identifying his mission in these 
terms, he also set guidelines for those who claim to have 
been called to follow his example: “The Lord has anointed 
me to bring good tidings to the afflicted; he has sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the cap­
tives and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant 
to those who mourn in Zion —to give them a garland instead 
of ashes ... the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit” 
(Isa. 61:1-3 RSV; cf. Lk. 4:18f).

Can one isolate a single, unifying factor that may be said 
to be determinative for isolating roles for the faith com­

munity? I believe there is such a unifying principle and 
that it appears in the Old Testament covenant community 
and carries through to the New Testament community of 
faith.

In one word, “wholeness” is fundamental not only to the 
community of faith but also to its role as those who have 
been called into community by the Lord. The biblical con­
cept of “peace” is best understood in terms of “wholeness.” 
Peace does not necessarily mean the absence of strife and 
hardship, but the creation of wholeness which will enable 
the believer to face whatever life may bring.

The same is true for the Old Testament concept of 
righteousness. Righteousness means “conformity to a

There’s this little game, 
called gift-giving.

You do it in small groups of four.
Oh, you could have less, or more.

The number is not the thing. 
A little game, 
a big impact,

Here’s the way it works:
(I believe Lyman Coleman articulated it first.)

To each person in your group 
you give a gift.

No, not from the store, 
or one to be kept.

You take some common thing 
you have with you, 
or on your person.

You share a different gift with each, 
from left to right, 

then, around the room
the others do the same.

A common thing— 
but the central thrust is this— 

the gift is symbolic.
Beyond the object 
another meaning moves.

You hand over the object; 
tell what it means.

Once in such a group— 
of four—

a young man passed to me 
his Life Saving card.

It represents what you, your church, 
have meant to me, 
he said.

What could I say, but thank you.

Gift-Giving
By G. Temp Sparkman

Actually, the whole group 
had shared 
at a depth level about the same.

And by the time the sharing 
made the round of four

our group had been shaped into a whole.

What happened there 
we call community, 

togetherness, 
not abstracted, or defined.

Here, it was shown, 
a parable—

in this little game, with a group of four.

Community happens
at other times, other places. 

What happens when it snows? 
Why a man will speak 

to people he hardly knows.
Fires on the block cause the same.

When caught up 
in some event 

community is felt 
with no shame or fear 

that uniqueness will be lost, 
neither asking how much 
the experience will cost.

Something 
larger than self 

is introduced.
Mind and spirit meet.

And even where unanimity can’t be had, 
there is

acceptance, 
affirmation, 
and support.

And on reflection of that day, 
I realize that a bond was made, 

not just between him and me, 
but within the context 

of a much larger reality.

'^Copyright by G. Temp Sparkman 1977. Al! rights reserved.

Community!
It’s a grand thing, 

when it happens.
I’ve known it many times before, 

but never more real 
than by a little game— 

gift-giving, 
in a group of four.
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norm.” But what is the norm—the law, the internal moral 
sense, the moral character of God? These are well enough, 
when one speaks of man’s righteousness. But what of God’s 
righteousness? To what norm or canon may God be held 
accountable? God is faithful to the relationship into which 
he has entered with the community of faith.

In summary, the biblical revelation affirms clearly that 
God has created a community of faith within the scope of 
history. In creating such a community, he has also called 
it for unique purposes. In fulfilling its calling, the com­
munity of faith assumes a variety of roles, each fundamen­
tally related to the conception of “wholeness.”

Interaction. That there has existed and does 

now exist a community of faith within history is self- 
evident. Of what significance is the reality of that historical 
community of faith for the decision-making processes of 
the individual Christian seeking to clarify both call and role? 
gests that one cannot respond to God’s call as though one 
exists in a vacuum. From the moment of birth, if born into 
Christian families, we have lived in light of the influences 
of that community. In a much broader sense, anyone shar­
ing in Western civilization has been immeasurably influ­
enced by the Judaeo-Christian faith.

But apart from this general impact of the community of 
faith upon our decision making and our experiences, in 
what specific ways does the call of the individual interact 
with the call of the community?

•First, we are called to participation in the community 
of faith Gur call to Christian discipleship came about in 
the context of some expression of the believing community, 
the Christian community—the church. Whether through 
individual witness, personal reflection upon the gospel, 
Bible study, worship—it matters not the specific impetus 
to faith that brought us to personal commitment. Those ex­
periences were ours because of the witness of the commu­
nity of faith.

Likewise, our response to God involves participation in 
the community of faith. Call and participation are simul­
taneous because the call of God inevitably eventuates in 
community. This was true in the New Testament church, 
throughout the history of the church, and it is no less true 
today. We are called to be part of the community of faith.

• Second, we are called through the community of 
faith. The reality of our call rests in a personal, experien­
tial meeting with the Lord. Yet this calling in some way is 
mediated through the community of faith—through the 
heritage springing from its history, the literature produced 
through the collective function in assembling inspired writ­
ings, the worship that forms its lifebeat, the witness of 
those bound together in community. Whether we are aware 
of all its influences—some of them subtle and unnoticed— 
the community of faith becomes a medium of calling. We 
are called through the community.

Specific historical manifestations of the community of 
faith at a given point in history may have become inade­
quate witnesses to the will of God. Organizational struc­
tures may have become corrupt. Extreme institutionalism 
may have robbed the faith community of the dynamic of 
living faith. All of this has been true. Unfortunately it may 
be true again. In such instances, prophets and reformers 
have heard the voice of God apart from particular institu­
tions.

Yet even here those prophets and reformers experienced 
the word of God by way of influences and forces that were 
mediated at some juncture through the community of faith. 
Whether an Amos, a Paul, a Luther, or a contemporary re­
former, they are reformers. They seek to call the people of 
God back to their convenantal way of life. Even in reforma­
tion, calling remains through community. This is confirmed 
in early Baptist views of calling. The congregation usually 
recognized “gifts” before someone experienced a calling 
(cf. John Bunyan). So, in the broadest sense, any calling 
comes through the larger community.
the manner in which that community informs and shapes 
calling: initiation, validation, affirmation, and demonstra­
tion.

The initiation of one’s call often is mediated through the 
community of faith, the church. Even the fundamental and 
basic act of one’s life to Jesus Christ is a commitment that 
in most instances is brought to realization because of the 
direct initiation of the church: its opportunities for ser­
vice, its challenge to the lordship of Christ. In this regard, 
the church should not be set against the Holy Spirit. The 
church becomes the arena wherein the Holy Spirit initiates 
our calling.

The validation and affirmation of calling also come 
through the community. As one example from the Old 
Testament, when Moses heard the call of God in Midian 
(cf. Ex. 3:lff.) one immediate concern was the question 
of validation. How would people know that the Lord had 
sent him? In response to Moses’ desire for validation 
the Lord revealed his name (Ex. 3:13ff.) and also gave 
particular signs as evidence that Moses’ call was valid 
(Ex. 4:lff.). The community of faith not only questioned 
the call of Moses, their acceptance of him became both a 
validation and an affirmation. When Moses questioned 
his calling, the Lord responded by giving him another
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sign that his calling was real: on some future date he 
would lead the community to serve God on that same moun­
tain (Ex. 3:10). In the future time of service together with 
the community Moses would know “that I have sent you” 
(Ex. 3:12 RSV).

In one sense, ordination fulfills this same function of 
validation, especially of affirmation. For example, an 
individual announces to the congregation the belief that 
God has called him or her to a particular role in vocational 
Christian service. Later, that same person requests the 
church to call an ordaining council and proceed with 
ordination. This act on the part of the church suggests, 
among other things, that the church affirms with the per­
son being ordained that they, too, sense the call of God for 
the individual. In cases not involving ordination, as well, 
the church fulfills the function of affirmation: suggesting 
through various media its mutual conviction that God has 
called particular persons to given roles. The community of 
faith remains as a supportive, affirming source of strength 
and encouragement.

The community of faith also affords the context in which 
there may be a demonstration of one’s role. Some roles of 
Christian service exist apart from local congregations, 
even apart from any structural relationship to the institu­
tional church. But, by and large, for most persons the dem­
onstration of one’s calling through particular roles will 
take place within some dimension of the church in the 
broadest sense. Even for those whose roles may be ful­
filled in settings unrelated to the institutional church, the 
church remains the foundation as well as the context for 
the demonstration of one’s role.

• Third, we are called for the community of faith. Our 
calling is for the community of faith in the sense that our 
calling is realized through the fulfillment of God’s pur­
poses for the community of faith. We are called for the 
community of faith, because we are called to participate in 
the fulfillment of a common purpose with the community 
by assuming particular roles of service.

Although the individual may well be called to pursue 
new avenues of service not traditionally implemented by 
the church, there remains a basic continuity between the 
role of the community and the role of the individual. In 
basic principle, God’s purposes are the same for every 
generation: the creation of wholeness between God and 
person, between person and person, and within the heart 
of the individual. The community, and the individual as 
a part of the community, are called to a ministry of recon­
ciliation, to announce forgiveness and redemption. 

Tension. A tension does exist between individual 

calling and the community of faith. As suggested pre­
viously, one’s calling is far more than the mirrored reflec­
tion of the community’s call. There is a personal, dynamic, 
existential character about call and role that is always 
present, or one no longer confronts an “individual calling.” 
On the other hand, calling is far more than a merely pri­
vate, as opposed to individual, matter. It may assist us to 
focus on four responses in the face of this tension.

1) The reality and dynamism of experiential religion is 
an indispensable ingredient in a proper understanding of 
both call and role.

2) Religion may become so institutional that particular 
responses to one’s call may mean direct confrontation with 
some forms of religion concerning the true nature of the

will of God for given situations. Stated otherwise, the 
communal nature of one’s call cannot be allowed to over­
shadow one’s individual, ethical responsibility.

3) Faithfulness to the fulness of God’s revelation sug­
gests that we bridge the gap between experiential and 
institutional religion.

4) Those who take seriously both their call and their 
role(s) will of necessity learn to live with the tension 
existing between the calling of the individual and the 
community of faith. Properly directed, tension may be ex­
ceedingly creative. For example, no one would suggest 
that the tension should be removed from a watch’s main­
spring. A particular quality of tension is necessary to the 
proper function of the watch. By analogy, creative ten­
sion between the individual’s calling and the community’s 
calling provides a system of checks and balances that can 
be exceedingly helpful in fulfilling the role(s) that grows 
out of one’s call. TC

Next Month: 
The Call to Personhood
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Life-style Mission Study: 
Missions Night Out’ 

By Debbie Baird

Life-style. The way we live, our 
habits and jobs, determines our 
activities.

Life-style makes missions education 
style.

Missions education is vital to Chris­
tian maturity. But because of the varied 
life-styles of the contemporary Chris­
tian, traditional mission study ap­
proaches leave out some church 
members. But no more.

Woman's Missionary Union and 
Brotherhood have a new missions 
education formula for every life-style: 
Missions Night Out.

To the problem, "I work all day," 
Missions Night Out answers: "Get 
with people with similar schedules and 
plan to meet at night." To "I can't be 
depended on as a regular participant, 
and I dislike having my name dormant 
on some ro I ll," Missions Night Out re­
sponds: "Try this short-term funtime."

To "I'm not interested in boring 
study," Missions Night Out says: 
"Come to the fair, the party, the camp­
out, the dinner, the tour."

There are no structured rules, no 
specific organization chart of officers. 
There is opportunity for an exciting 
first.

As the Southern Baptist Convention 
missions education agencies, Woman's 
Missionary Union and the Brotherhood 
Commission believe Missions Night 
Out will enable every church member 
to be involved in missions education. 
It will reach beyond the existing mem­
bership of WMU and Brotherhood 
adult organizations to inform and 
involve more people in home and 
foreign missions, regardless of life­
style.

Two words distinguish Missions 
Night Out—flexibility and fun.

The flexibility of the Missions Night 
Out group is the drawing card for 
those whose schedules demand that 
all other activities work in. A Missions 
Night Out group decides its own meet­
ing time, topic for discussion, group 
size, meeting place, and leadership- 
just whatever fits i n best with the 
majority of the group.

The most important element is fun. 
Missions Night Out exposes the excite-

The author is newswriter at Woman's Missionary 
Union, auxiliary to Southern Baptist Convention, 
Birmingham, Ala.

ment of missions. It offers a sampler of 
content and format. Look at these 
possib ilities: international supper 
club, a lecture series with missionary 
speakers. It can be a book review using 
the Graded Series books, Round Table 
Book Club selections, or other mis- 
sions-related books. A quarterly field 
trip or tour to a mission point would 
be an exciting opportunity for families. 
Vacations coordinated around mission 
points and short-term mission projects 
or a weekend camp-out with several 
families or couples are other options.

The possibilities for exciting Mis­
sions Night Out opportunities are 
endless. An international game day or 
film festival are just two more.

The main source for beginning, con­
ducting, and continuing a Missions 
Night Out group is the Missions Night 
Out Resource Boo I kletproduced jointly 
by the Brotherhood Commission and 
Woman's Missionary Union, SBC, and 
available through Baptist Book Stores.

The Missions Night Out booklet 
offers suggestions for leadership 
selection, topics for discussion, proj­
ects for individuals or groups. It offers 
the fundamentals of missions and 
scriptural background for missions 
education. All suggestions in the book­
let are adaptable to the situation of 
your particular group.

Those of us who are already involved 
in missions organizations are important 
to the success of the Missions Night 
Out group. As one is begun in your 
church, offer your help with resources 
for a good study or help in securing 
speakers and other vital information. 
The pastor needs to be counted among 
Missions Night Out participants. He 
might speak on the relation of missions 
to the church.

As more adults have opportunity 
for missions education, they will re­
spond with participation in action and 
support.

WMU and Brotherhood will get 
Missions Night Out rolling in the fall of 
1977. Possible outgrowths of Missions 
Night Out are lay involvement in mis­
sions or career missions. People who 
sign up for a series in Missions Night 
Out will not be signed up for member­
ship for life. They will be invited to 
regular WMU and Brotherhood study 
once they have sampled missions.

Missions Night Out is opportunity!

MEW
MISSIONARY PERSONNEL

These new missionary personnel (except where 
current address is listed at the end of the bio­
graphical sketch) may be addressed at Missionary 
Orientation Center, Pine Mountain, Ga. 31822 
until Dec. 15.

Missionaries Appointed 
July 1977

PANAMA: J. Hines Adams; born: Hag­
an, Ga., Feb. 18, 1938. Graduate: Georgia 
Southern College; SBTS (B.D.). He taught 
school for two years in Georgia. He has 
served as pastor of churches in Kentucky, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina, most 
recently at Manteo (N.C.) Church 1971-73 
and at Parkway Church, Chester, S.C., 1973­
77. Expected type of service: general evan­
gelism. Martha Jean Morris Adams; born: 
Winterville, N.C., Aug. 22, 1940. Attended 
Georgia Southern College; SBTS. She 
taught school in North Carolina, has been a 
salesperson, and was Girls in Action direc­
tor for Chester Baptist Association in South 
Carolina; in 1976 she led a foreign missions 
workshop for GA leaders. Children: John 
Hines, Jr., July 18, 1963; Jean Karole, Dec. 
6,1967.

TAI I WAN : Tiiden W. Bridges; born: 
Charlotte, N.C., Oct. 24, 1944. Graduate: 
University of North Carolina; SEBTS (M. 
Div.); SBTS (M.R.E.). He served in the U.S. 
Army, receiving his discharge in 1971. He 
served as associate pastor of Hester Church, 
Oxford, N.C., as pastor of Bethel Church, 
Chapel Hill, N.C., 1973-75 and as minister 
of youth at First Church, Morgantown, Ky., 
1976-77. Expected type of service: general 
evangelism. Linda McKinnish Bridges; born: 
Henderson Co., N.C., Oct. 2, 1953. Grad­
uate: Meredith College; SBTS (M.R.E.). 
She served as minister of youth for a year 
at Hester Church, where her husband-to­
be was associate pastor. She was summer 
youth director in 1975 at First Church, 
Tuxedo, N.C., and minister of music at First 
Church, Morgantown, 1976-77. Expected 
type of service: religious education work.

(Continued on page 37)
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A
tenfold multiplication of over­
seas churches is one of the 
objectives of Total Missions 
Thrust. This, of course, will call for 

corresponding increases in baptisms 
and total church membership.

The Foreign Mission Board's ultimate 
objective, as set forth in its program 
statement approved by the Southern 
Baptist Convention, is:

To do everything possible to 
bring all men in other lands 
around the world to a saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ as 
rapidly as possible, and 

To involve them in Christian 
growth and service as mem­
bers of indigenous churches. 

The latter half of the ultimate ob­
jective points directly to church de­
velopment. Church development is 
here conceived as the establishment 
and nurture of churches.

Church development is a logical 
consequence of evangelism. The new 
Christian needs Cod, but he also needs 
the church. Not only must new 
churches be planted and multiplied, 
so that individual church members 
can grow in Christian maturity, but 
also proper facilities and equipment 
for worship, witness, and Christian 
growth must be provided. The nature 
of conversion, the meaning and obli­
gations of church membership, the 
doctrines of the Christian faith, the 
desirability of Christian maturity, and 
the Christian ministry as a divine 
calling—all need to be understood 
and strongly emphasized.

The church, established and built 
by Christ, is the basic unit for kingdom 
extension. It is a fellowship with a 
purpose—not just a place to visit for 
the purpose of fellowship.

A church is not just an organization. 
It is an organism—a vital, living thing. 
This is particularly true where Christ 
is recognized as the head of the body, 
and the work of the church is done in 
full awareness of his lordship.

Churches, like all normal living 
things, have the prospect of growth, 
development, and reproduction. Small 
bodies take on larger dimensions. 
Church members and churches alike 
should be expected to progress from 
rudimentary things to more profound 
understandings as they study God's 
Word and seek the direction of his 
Spirit. Healthy churches with dynamic 
spiritual ministries may be expected to 
reproduce themselves—in some cases

The author is Foreign Mission Board area secretary for 
Eastern South America.

Missions 
Thrust

Tenfold
Mult plication of 

Churches
repeatedly.

Southern Baptists are committed to 
the development of New Testament 
churches throughout the world. This 
is apparent in our past and present. 
It is our earnest expectation for the 
future.

The early Christians were taught in 
the Scriptures. They were "trained for 
church membership." They banded 
themselves together for specific pur­
poses and to achieve certain objec­
tives. Sunday Schools, Church Training 
organizations, Brotherhoods, youth 
organizations, Woman's Missionary 
Societies, music programs, and other 
approaches are designed to meet 
similar needs in Southern Baptist

By Frank K. Means

life. Although patterns of organizations 
and methods may vary somewhat, 
Baptist churches in foreign areas have 
many of these same needs. According­
ly, the missionaries share their best 
knowledge and experience with Baptist 
leaders in other lands. This is some­
times accepted, sometimes rejected, 
and in other instances, adapted and 
improved.

Indigenous principles and attitudes 
should be encouraged to operate 
freely in overseas church life. In- 
digeneity consistent with the spirit 
and letter of the New Testament will 
produce an abundant harvest of local 
initiatives and spiritual results. Ex­
treme indigeneity, unless carefully 
guarded against, may lead eventually

Eighth in a series of ten articles on 
Total Missions Thrust.

to unchristian manifestations of nation­
alism, evidences of paternalism in 
reverse, a denial of fellowship with 
other believers across national bound­
aries, and even abject paganism.

The growth of indigenous churches 
is linked inseparably to proper training 
for Christian leaders, lay or ministerial. 
Overseas churches undoubtedly will 
continue to cultivate the kind of 
spiritual climate in which God's call to 
Christian ministry can be heard and 
obeyed.

Some church growth and develop­
ment is measurable in statistical terms. 
Some is not. Churches, for example, 
should grow in the vitality of their 
congregational life. How can growth 
of that kind be measured accurately 
with statistics? Numerical growth of 
the wrong kind may actually weaken, 
rather than strengthen, a church. 
Growth usually comes in surges, in­
stead of in steady progress. Qualitative 
church growth is at least as important 
as quantitative church growth.

Overseas churches usually seek to 
cultivate fraternal and cooperative 
relationships with other churches of 
like faith and order for specific and 
related purposes.

Cordial working relationships with 
Baptist churches in other countries 
also are desirable and necessary from 
the standpoint of Southern Baptists. 
Such relationships can never be on the 
basis of control. Our cooperation is 
with Baptist churches and conventions 
overseas in such missionary efforts as 
they and we agree to carry on to­
gether. The "partnership" concept is 
prominent.

If so many churches are going to be 
established, this must be done without 
elaborate financial aid or indefinite 
dependence upon missionary person­
nel. On any other basis, a tenfold 
multiplication of overseas churches is 
doomed from the start. Many new 
centers originate as meetings in homes. 
Many churches may have to be orga­
nized without buildings or as much 
equipment as might be ideal.

Southern Baptists, at the end of 
1976, were linked cooperatively with 
8,017 overseas Baptist churches. A 
tenfold multiplication of those 
churches by A.D. 2000 would bring the 
total to slightly more than 80,000 
churches. A corresponding multipli­
cation of baptisms would increase the 
total from 84,449 in 1976 to 844,490 
in the year 2000. The 1976 church 
membership figure (906,542) would 
increase to 9,065,420 by 2000. TC
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New Missionary Personnel
(Continued from page 35)

HONDURAS: P.Thomas (Tom) Canady; 
born: Wilmington, N .C., Oct. 17, 1943. 
Graduate: Isothermal Community College; 
Gardner-Webb College; Converse College 
(M.A.); SEBTS (M.Div. andD.Min.). He was 
employed by an insulation firm in North 
Carolina. He was pastor of Faith Church, 
Mill Spring, N.C., 1969-72 and of Drakes 
Branch (Va.) Church 1972-77. Expected type 
of service: theological education and gen­
eral evangelism. Susan Carr Canady; born: 
Fayetteville, N.C., April 2, 1945. Graduate: 
University of North Carolina. She has 
taught school for five years. Children: Shan­
non Thomas, Nov. 7, 1971; Mary Kristin, 
Sept. 2,1973.

GHANA: J. Eugene (Gene) Covington; 
born: Birmingham, Ala., July 3, 1940. Grad­
uate: Auburn University; SWBTS (M.Div.). 
He served as an officer in the U.S. Army 
Medical Service Corps 1963-67. He was co­
owner of a pharmacy in Langdale, Ala., 
1967-74 and worked as a pharmacist in a 
Ft. Worth, Tex., hospital 1974-77. Expected 
type of service: pharmacy. Janice Wilson 
Covington; born: Fairfax, Ala., Feb. 4,1941. 
Graduate: SWBTS (dipl. in relig. ed). She 
served as manager of the drug store in Lang­
dale of which her husband was co-owner. 
Children: Karen Leigh, Mar. 16, 1965; Julia 
Ann, Jan. 18,1968.

VENEZUELA: James C. Ehrlich; born: 
Memphis, Tenn., June 27, 1944. Graduate: 
East Texas Baptist College; SWBTS 
(M.R.E.); further study at SBTS. He was 
a Home Mission Board summer missionary 
m1964 in Illinois and served there the fol­
lowing summer under sponsorship of several 
Texas churches. He was an evangelist for 
more than two years. He has been pastor 
in Michigan, in Texas, and, most recently, 
at Highland Park First Church, Louisville, 
%•, 1975-77. Expected type of service: gen-

eral evangelism. Luana Pollock Ehrlich; 
born: Sikeston, Mo., Mar. 31, 1948. She 
worked as a secretary in Texas and was sec­
retary at Highland Park First Church 1976­
77. Child: Karis Kaye, Jan. 7, 1969.

CHILE: Cynthia McGee; born: Memphis, 
Tenn., April 25,1948. Graduate: Mississippi 
College; NOBTS (M.R.E.). She was a chil­
dren's worker at Parkway Church, Jackson,

Miss., 1968-71 and was a 
Home Mission Board sum­
mer missionary in Ohio in 
1971. She was a student in­
tern as day-care worker at 
New Orleans (La.) Baptist 
Theological Seminary and 
has taught school in Mis-

sissippi, most resissippi, most recen t tlygat 
1974-77. Expected type of service: child­
ren’s work.

VENEZUELA: Thomas E. (Tom) Vas­
sar, Jr.; born: Kingstree, S.C., Oct. 23,1944. 
Graduate: University of South Carolina; 
NOBTS (M.Div. expected in Dec.). He has 
been church choir director and has been 
employed as a meat cutter. He has been 
pastor of Mt. Vernon Church and Amite Riv­
er Church at Liberty, Miss., since 1974. Ex­
pected type of service: general evangelism. 
Margaret Mathis Vassar; born: Clarendon 
Co., S.C., Nov. 3, 1943. Graduate: Medical 
College of South Carolina School of Nurs­
ing, Charleston (dipl.); achieved R.N. stand­
ing in 1965. She worked as a nurse at South 
Carolina Baptist Hospital, Columbia, 1965­
74, and has been central services supervisor 
at Methodist Hospital, New Orleans, La., 
since 1974. Children: Teresa Alice, June 6, 
1968; Bonnie Christine, June 9, 1969. Pre­
sent address: Box 482, New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary, New Orleans, La. 
70126.

Missionaries Reappointed
EQUATORIAL BRAZIL: J. Charles Al­

lard and Gloria Ellen Little Allard, both na­
tives of North Carolina, were reappointed 
for service in Brazil, effective Aug. 1, 1977. 
They were first appointed in 1966 for Bra­
zil and served until their resignation in 1973.

Missionary Associates
Employed July 1977

MEXICO: John P.Heskett; born: Helena, 
Ark., Jan. 3,1937. Graduate: Ouachita Bap­
tist College; attended SWBTS. He has been 
pastor in Missouri, Arkansas, and Texas, 
most recently at First Church, Eagle Pass, 
Tex., 1975-77. He was assistant manager of 
Latham Springs Baptist Encampment, Wa­
co, Tex., for two years and manager of Alto

Frio Baptist Encampment, Leakey, Tex., 
1970-72. Expected type of service: confer­
ence encampment direction. Lorene Bur­
ton Heskett; born: Poplar Bluff, Mo., Feb. 
18,1934. Graduate: Southwest Baptist Col­
lege. She was cafeteria manager and buyer 
at Alto Frio Baptist Encampment 1970-72 
and was emergency medical technician at 
Maverick County Hospital, Eagle Pass, 1975­
77. Children: Alyce Dianna, Dec. 23, 1956; 
Jcoehan MSparikn,gJsan. 3, 1959.

THAILAND:Edwin R. Segars; born: Mc­
Bee, S.C.,Nov. 29,1923. Graduate: Wingate 
College; Coker College; NOBTS (B.D.). He 
served in the U.S. Army Air Corps 1943-45. 
He has been pastor in South Carolina and 
Louisiana and served two years as a mem­
ber of an evangelistic team. From 1967 to 
1977 he was pastor of Florida Shores Church, 
Orlando, Fla. Expected type of service: En­
glish-language pastorate. Dorothy Patterson 
Segars; born: Florence, S.C., April 4, 1928. 
Graduate: Wingate College; Coker Col­
lege; Rollins College (M.A.). She taught 
school for almost 18 years, from 1965-77 
in Orlando, Fla., as elementary teacher, 
reading specialist and resource teacher, 
and most recently as curriculum resource 
teacher. Children: Patricia Elizabeth (now 
Mrs. Gene Newman), May 12, 1950; Edwin 
Robert, Jr., Feb. 22, 1952.

COSTA RICA: Janies A. (Jim) Stanford; 
born: Stoneville, N.C., May 20,1925. Grad­
uate: Baylor University (B.A. and addi­
tional study); SEBTS (M.Div.). He served 
in the U.S. Navy 1943-46. He has been pas­
tor and was associate pastor of First Church, 
Sart Antonio, Tex., 1975-77. His major ser­
vice has been as chaplain in the U.S. Army 
from 1957 to 1975, including assignment in 
several countries. During 1977 he was chap­
lain of Bear County Detention Home, San 
Antonio. Expected type of service: English- 
language pastorate. Carolyn Flynt Stanford;

(Continued on page 40)
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WMU Undergirds Bold Mission
By Bobbie Sorrill

F
orthe next two years the Southern 
Baptist Convention centers its 
attention and resources on mis­
sions—bold missions. Under the pro­

motional handle, "Let the Church Reach 
Out," each church member and each 
phase of a church's life will be turned 
toward a worldwide witness.

Both Southern Baptist mission boards 
have significant and far-reaching ob­
jectives. The Foreign Mission Board 
launches into a 25-year plan to preach 
the gospel to every person in the world. 
The Home Mission Board has two goals: 
letting every person in our land have an 
opportunity to hear and accept the gos­
pel, and to share in the witness and 
ministry of a New Testament fellowship 
of believers.

WMU will support these objectives, 
as it has all mission efforts in the past, 
by continuing and strengthening its 
purpose of missions education. WMU 
teaches missions and leads persons to 
engage in mission action and direct 
evangelism (being"missionary" in one's 
own setting) and to support missions 
through prayer, money, and personnel. 
These tasks are accomplished through 
four approaches: age-level missions 
organizations for women, girls, and 
preschoolers; mission activities and 
experiences for the entire church; 
family mission activities; and individ­
ual mission study, mission action, and 
mission support projects.

Almost "over and above" the main­
line continuing approaches conducted 
each year, WMU joins the pastor, staff, 
and other church program organizations 
in special approaches for the two-year 
period of Bold Mission (1977-79). WMU 
and Brotherhood are special partners 
in leading the entire church in missions 
education. Following is a preview of 
the special bold commitment and bold 
teaching projects possible for each 
Southern Baptist church during 1977-79.

Bold Day of Commitment, October 2, 
1977. The launch day for the two-year 
emphasis, this Sunday can set the pat­
tern forthe church's involvement in 
bold missions. Activities are suggested

The author is education division director at WMU, 
SBC, Birmingham, Ala.

for Sunday School, the morning worship 
service, Church Training, and the eve­
ningworshipservice. Primary resources: 
Baptist Program, Dimension, Brother­
hood Builder.

Career Missions Volunteers. A worthy 
goal for each church is to seek at least 
one career mission volunteer. WMU 
builds this goal into plans for the weeks 
of prayer, as councils through prayer 
call out the called to mission service, 
and as leaders counsel with youth or 
young adults interested in mission ser­
vice.

Churchwide Mission Prayer Retreats. 
Each church is encouraged to have at 
least one churchwide mission prayer 
retreat during 1977-79. In 1978 the 
retreat will emphasize career missions, 
in 1979 local mission service. Primary 
resources: Dimension, Brotherhood 
Builder, WMU and Brotherhood age­
level magazines.

Prayer Partners. Prayer partners can 
pray for current mission requests, in- 
cludingthe need for mission volunteers. 
This project can be launched either at 
the churchwide prayer retreat in 1978 
or on an April Sunday, and continues 
through September 1979. Prayer re­
quests are carried in WMU and Brother­
hood periodicals, The Commission, and 
Home Missions.

Increased Cooperative Program Giv­
ing. It will take bold financial resources 
to fund Bold Mission. WMU leaders 
will work with the pastor, church stew­
ardship committee, and Brotherhood 
in observing Cooperative Program 
Month in October and Cooperative 
Program Day in April. Each church 
needs to increase its commitment to 
world missions through the Coopera­
tive Program. Primary resources: Co­
operative Program Day brochure, in­
serted in April Dimension.

Setting Bold Goals for Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering and Annie Arm­
strong Easter Offering. A corollary to 
the need for bold finances through the 
Cooperative Program is a bold and 
dramatic increase of gifts through the 
special mission offerings for foreign 
missionsand home missions. WMU and 
Brotherhood set these goals for a church

and lead the church to surpass the 
goals. During the two-year period of 
Bold Mission, national Lottie Moon 
goals increase from $34 million in 
1977 to $40 million in 1978 The na­
tional Annie Armstrong goals increase 
from $13 million in 1978 to $15 million 
in 1979. It will take these amounts, 
coupled with increased mainline Co­
operative Program receipts, to fund the 
Bold Mission projects of the two mission 
boards. Primary resources: Dimension 
and Brotherhood Builder.

Missions Night Out Missions Night 
Out is a special project of WMU, Bro­
therhood, and the pastor to help church 
members not already in missions orga­
nizations to learn more about missions 
and to take part in missions. Varied 
settings and contexts for mission study 
will be suggested: family gatherings, 
meals, trips, small groups, mixed ages, 
etc. Study topics and activities will 
cover a broad range. Primary resources: 
Missions Night Out Resource Booklet, 
Missions Night Out folder (free), and 
Missions Night Out insert in July 1977 
Baptist Program, Dimension, and Bro­
therhood Builder.

Churchwide Mission Study. Each 
church is encouraged to have at least 
one churchwide study of the Foreign 
Mission Graded Series books and one 
churchwide study of the Home Mission 
Graded Series books during 1977-79. 
Dates are suggested on the denomina­
tional calendar. Each study begins on a 
Sunday night with the pastor's sermon 
related to the area of study. Age-level 
studies—adult, youth, older children, 
younger children—are conducted the 
next three evenings. Primary resources: 
1977-79 Foreign Mission Graded Series 
and Home Mission Graded Series books, 
teaching guides, and supplementary 
materials.

WMU in a church has the organiza­
tion, leaders, and resources to take the 
lead in all of these projects. The or­
ganization can and will work closely 
with the pastor and Brotherhood. In 
order to effectively take part in the Bold 
Mission emphasis, every church in the 
Southern Baptist Convention needs a 
strong, vibrant WMU. TC
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IsYour Church Family in the 
Darbabout Foreign Missions?
We can help you shed some light on the subject. When your church includes The Commission in 
its budget, each family can receive this monthly publication for as little as 18$ per copy.

In return, we ll give you 
current information on what 
your praying and Cooperative 
Program funds are accomplish­
ing through Southern Baptist 
foreign missionaries.

It’s so easy, yet so rewarding. 
For more information on how 
your church family can bring 
foreign missions home, fill out 
the form to the right and mail it 
today. Don’t stay in the dark.

TO: The Commission, Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230 
Please send me information on how our church can send 
The Commission to its members monthly for as little as 
7 8$ per copy.

Name______________________________________________________

Name of Church-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address____________________________________________________

City, State, Zip-------------------------------------------------------------------------------



New Missionary Personnel
(continued from page 37)

born: Miami, Fla., Nov. 21, 1926. Attended 
Piedmont College. She has recently been 
employed as clerical supervisor and inter­
viewer in San Antonio. Children: Roslyn 
Haniel(nowMrs. Bell), Jan. 1,1948; Andrew 
Bailey, Feb. 23,1954.

OUT OF COMMISSION

SOUTH BRAZIL: TomD. Sumrail; born: 
Amarillo, Tex., July 24, 1932. Graduate: 
Louisiana College; NOBTS (B.D.). He has 
been pastor in Mississippi, Louisiana, and 
New Mexico, including Glen Oaks Church, 
Baton Rouge, La., 1972-75 and Parkland 
Church, Clovis, N.M., 1975-77. Expected 
type of service: English-language pastorate. 
Jane Nickey Sumrall; born: McComb, Miss., 
July 3, 1935. Graduate: Eastern New Mexi­
co University. She was a secretary, and she 
taught school for several years in New 
Mexico, Louisiana, and Texas. She served 
as associational WMU director in the Lau­
rel, Miss., area three years and taught mis­
sion study at the annual state WMU camp. 
Child: Thomas Eric, Aug. 12, 1966.

Special Project Doctor
Employed July 1977

INDIA: Demming M. Ward; born: Ashe­
ville, N.C., Jan. 13, 1948. Graduate: Wake 
Forest University; Bowman Gray School of 
Medicine (M.D.). He served as a Foreign 
Mission Board medical receptor in Gaza in 
1973. He was intern (1974-75) and resident 
(1975-77) at Vanderbilt University Hospital, 
Nashville, Tenn. Susan Holloway Ward; 
born: Greenville, S.C., April 7, 1951. Grad­
uate: Bowman Gray School of Medicine 
(B.S./P.A.). During prereceptorship in her 
study to become a physician’s assistant she 
spent one summer with public health nurses 
in the Appalachian Mountains area. They 
planned to arrive in India in September.

LETTERS
‘Satisfied Customer’

Last week I received my first copy of The 
Commission. For many years I have been con­
sciously aware of missions. As a young girl, I was 
a member of a Girls’ Auxiliary. I have been a 
member of BYW and WMU, and now .1 am a 
Girls in Action leader.

For the first time I now subscribe to The Com-

“The last thing I remember saying to the missionary was, ‘Anything you 
can eat, I can eat!’”

mission. When I got my first issue, May 1977, I 
immediately sat down and read it from cover to 
cover. Thank you for the marvelous information 
you share. I now feel a closer bond with missions 
around the world, and especially in Malaysia.. . .

I wish to thank you for this super magazine 
and the sense of awareness that your readers 
achieve.

Janice R. Swartz 
Midwest City, Okla. 

When this letter from one who signed herself 
"satisfied customer" came to us, we wondered 
by what means she had been introduced to this 
magazine after all these years of missions involve­
ment. So we asked. This is her reply:

As you probably know, the WMU is sponsor­
ing a readathon for all mission groups. One of 
the goals of the readathon is to start new sub­
scription to the mission magazines. My WMU 
director, Mildred Albertson, gave me a coupon 
for a free Greek interlinear New Testament with 
a subscription to The Commission. I am deeply 
interested in Bible study. I knew that I would 
use the New Testament, and I thought I could 
use The Commission with my GAs. So I ordered 
a subscription and a New Testament. I am thor­
oughly delighted with both.

Each article to which this symbol 
is attached is recommended for 
use in the Foreign Mission Graded 
Series study of the year indicated. 
Scheduled topics: 1977 —Publica­

tions: Tool for Church Development and Evangel­
ism. 1978 — Sharing Christ’s Mission Overseas: Evan­
gelism in Brazil and the Philippines. 1979 —Church 
Planting (Nurture and Development) in the Carib­
bean. 1980 —Mission in the '80s: Looking toward 
the 21st Century.

Thank you for offering such a good deal to 
new subscribers. I believe the offer of a free New 
Testament was the reason I subscribed. It was the 
extra incentive I needed to make me do some­
thing I knew I should have done a long time ago.

I share your concern that more people become 
better informed about missions, and I know that 
The Commission is doing a good job for those 
who read it regularly.

JRS
Interview Appreciated

Your magazine is excellent, and your recent 
interview [June] with W. Eugene Grubbs regard­
ing world hunger and disaster relief is much ap­
preciated.

Diana Sato 
Honolulu, Hawaii

Europe Issue
From the cover on through the latest issue ol 

[the August] The Commission impressed me... ■ 
The issue on Europe was excellent.

James M. Dunn 
Dallas, Tex.

Smaller World
We enjoy The Commission so much. It is such 

an inspiration to read about the Lord’s work 
around the world. Thank you for your good work 
and for making the world seem a little smaller.

Mrs. Delores Ballard (missionary! 
Barranquilla, Colombia

One of the Best
The Commission is truly one of the best bless­

ings that comes into our home.
Margot (Mrs. Cecyl L.) Pickle 

Coral Gables, Fla.
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FAMILY ALBUM
Current addresses and other information, including 

furlough dates, of Foreign Mission Board missionary per­
sonnel, including emeritus missionaries, are available in 
the Missionary Directory, published every Jour months 
bv the board’s Department of Communications. The Di- 
rectoryis available free on request from the department, 
Box 6597, Richmond, Va. 23230.

Transfers
Bradley, H. Randall/Claudia, Indonesia to Philippines, 

July 12.
Glaze, Betty (journ.), Senegal to Ghana, Aug. 1.
Hall, N. Annette, Jordan to Gaza, Aug. 1.
Hampton, Charles A./Evelyn (assoc.), Ethiopia to South 

Africa, July 12.
Tunnell, Gene V./Priscilla, Vietnam to Honduras, July 

12. Retirements
Cooke, Emma E. (assoc., Lebanon), June 30.
Tatum, Hubert R./Margaret (Hawaii), Sept. 1.
Ware, James C./Susan (Colombia), Aug. 1.

Assignments Completed
Ballance, Mary (journ., Kenya), July 31.
Barrow, Lydia (journ., Japan), July 31.
Buice, Waltea (journ., Tanzania), June 30.
Cadenhead, Shirley (journ., Japan), July 31.
Caldwell, Cathy (iourn., Hong Kong), July 31.
Crossley, J. David/Paula (spec. proj. dentist. Rhodesia), 

Aug. 15.
Ferrington, Darryl K./Mary Catherine (journ., Japan), 

July 31.
Gray, Harold E. (journ., Kenya), July 31.
Hankins, J. Ronald (journ., Japan), July 31.
Harper, W. Robert (journ., Venezuela), June 30.
Harris, Marlin J. (journ., Bangladesh), July 31.
Hortin, Mary Jane (journ., Japan), July 31.
House, Janice (journ., Japan), July 31.
McGlone, Gregory S. (journ., Venezuela), June 30. 
Payne, Van C./Gwendolyn (journ.. Kenya), July 31. 
Philpot. William B. (journ., Kenya), July 31.
Putnam, Alan (journ., Belgium), July 31.
Tucker, Robert L. (journ., Kenya), July 31.

Resignations
Bradford, L. Galen/Arline (assoc., Malawi), July 31.
Chilton, Charles A./Fay (Philippines), Aug. 15. 
Copeland, Edward L./Linda (Spain), Sept. 30. 
Davis, Durward H./June (assoc., Germany), July 31. 
Doyle, C. Donald/Patricia (Costa Rica), June 30.
Estes, Joseph R./Helen (Spain), July 15.
Hancock, Harold R./Helen (Korea), June 30.
Laffoon, Robert G./Hannah (Tanzania). Aug. 31.
McGill, Albert O./Suzanne (Panama), July 31.
Neighbour, Ralph W., Jr./Ruth (assoc.. Singapore), 

Aug. 31.
Stiles, James H., Jr./Oneida (Colombia), June 30.

Births and Adoptions
Panter, Danny Michael, Jr., son of Danny M./Elizabeth 

Panter (Togo). June 23.
Patterson, Clark Kaemper, son of Floyd E./Carole 

Patterson (Ecuador), July 23.
Tatum, James Jalal, son of Wilson R./Cheryl Tatum 

(Yemen), July 16.
Womack, Daniel Onard, son of Milton O./Mary Anne 

Womack (Hong Kong), June 22.
Deaths

Boaz, Mrs. B. B., Sr., mother of Martha (Mrs. Oren C., 
Jr.) Robison (Liberia), July 16.

Buckner, Mrs. Tillery, mother of Charles E. Buckner 
(Indonesia), July 6.

Kingsley, Kyle Mark, son of Gene E./Beverly Kingsley 
(Malawi). July 22, Houston. Tex.

Kirby, Shuford M., father of Virgie (Mrs. Wayne E.) 
n*?or/eBs ^- ^raz^)> July 23, Lenoir, N.C.
Pike,Mrs. Lester, stepmother of Harrison H. Pike (South 

Africa), July 13, Texarkana, Tex.
Potter, Mrs. Eugene M., mother of Edith N. Potter (Co- 

lombia), July 29, Dickson, Tenn.
Kogers, Mrs. B. A., mother of Violet (Mrs. Donald L.) 

Orr^C°l°mbia), July 8, Midland, Tex.
"^tson,!. L., father oi James O. Watson (Paraguay). July 

12, Nashville, Ga.

Marriages
^n^d’ Bav’^ Allen, son of A. Benjamin/La Nell 

Bedford (Argentina), to Patricia Monica Roberto, 
d . L Buenos Aires, Argentina.

n Nelda Anne, daughter of A. Benjamin/La Nell 
(Argentina), to Alberto David Gaydou, May 

Villa Giardino, Argentina.
0/°Fe’ ^au' Judson, son of Hal B./Patricia Boone 

v to Carol Daniels, June 4, Tyler. Tex.
°F ’ f Jd?11 Cil.es HL son of M. Giles, Jr./Wana Ann 
Tex 'Rhodesia), to Amy Conkling, June 4, Houston, 

^5.*%’ B^!y Thomas, son of Billy R./Annita Frazier 
u'/\^azt ^ to.Shirley Jean Wise, daughter of Gene 
t i «A^e Wise, former missionaries in S. Brazil, 

P July 10, Irving, Tex.
^ancy Ruth, daughter of William T./Audrey 

Koberson (Philippines), to Jeffery Shoaf, May 5, Ashe­
ville, N.C.

ODYSSEY 
OF TERROR
by Ed Blair with
Captain William R. Hass

A $10,000,000 ransom demand, three 
armed skyjackers, terrified passengers, and 
a courageous captain with a strong 
religious faith are all part of the gripping 
account of the skyjacking of Southern 
Airways Flight 49, Memphis to Miami.
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support 0 with sprayer
As you pray for missions, this daily calendar offers specific information 

concerning foreign missions personnel and events. Keep this calendar 
available for your devotional time of intercession and thanksgiving.

1. WEST AFRICA: Missionary Bill 
Bui I i ngton begi ns work today as field 
representative. Pray for him as he 
ministers to missionaries.
2. KOREA: Representatives from the 
Florida Baptist Convention and Joseph 
B. Underwood, FMB consultant in 
evangelism and church development, 
are meeting with Korean Baptists and 
missionaries to plan for the Major 
City Evangelization campaign next 
year. Ask the Lord to guide this group 
in their meetings.
3. BRAZIL:Operation Transparaiba 
is a joint endeavor of the state Baptist 
convention of Paraiba, Brazil, and the 
Brazilian Baptist Convention's Home 
Mission Board to evangelize an area 
the size of western South Carolina. 
Pray that people will be receptive to 
Christ.
4. GERMANY: Ask the Lord to guide 
missionaries in West Germany as they 
plan for English-language Baptist church 
work in Nurnburg.
5. ARGENTI NA: Pray for John W. 
Tresch from Cherryville, N.C., and the 
revivals he is conducting in First Bap­
tist Church, Temperley, Argentina. He 
will be speaking also at International 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Buenos 
Aires.
6. EAST ASIA: Pray for the 14 newly 
appointed missionaries to East Asia and 
their families as they prepare for ser­
vice.
7. TORTOLA: Pray for follow up 
efforts on WIN schools, Vacation Bible 
Schools, and evangelistic campaigns 
held recently.
8. MALAWI: Missionaries Gene and 
Lavonne Meacham request prayers for 
wisdom and direction in their plans 
for urban work in Mzuzu. They hope to 
organize and implement a plan to pre­
sent the gospel door to door to the 
16,000 people in and near the town and 
to start several new churches.
9. KOREA: Missionaries Gary and 
Mary Nell McCoy are the first music 
missionaries in Pusan, the largest port 
in Korea and the second largest city.

Pray fortheir ministry.
10. UNITED STATES: Pray for the 
annual FMB meeting today.
11. GUYANA: Pray that resident per­
mits will come through enabling mis­
sionaries to stay in Guyana.
12. BAH AMAS: A general meeting 
of the North American Baptist Women's 
Fellowship in Freeport, Grand Bahama 
Island, begins today. Ask God to bless 
this meeting and its participants.
13. UNITED STATES:The Volun­
teer Involvement in Missions task force 
is meeting today to work out plans for 
listing Southern Baptist mission volun­
teers for both the Foreign and Home 
Mission Boards. Pray for this meeting.
14. INDIA: Missionaries Sara and Van 
Williams write: "In April 1976, the 
Bangalore Baptist Hospital opened the 
Nutrition Rehabilitation Center (NRC) 
as part of the community health pro­
gram. Malnourished children accom­
panied by their mothers come to stay 
for a three-week period. They are fed 
and given instruction in nutrition and 
foods." The mothers are told also of 
Christ's love. Pray for the work begun 
in the NRC center and for the mission­
aries ministering to this need.
15. ARGENTINA: Extreme inflation 
is making it impossible to finish build­
ing the new auditorium of a Baptist 
church in Temperley. "We ask you to 
pray with us that the Lord will lay it on 
the heart of some Baptist brick masons 
in the U.S. to come over and help us," 
requests Missionary Charley Westbrook. 
16. KOREA: Pray for evangelistic mis­
sionaries for Korea. It has been two 
years since any new appointments 
have been made, and needs and oppor­
tunities are great.
17. RICHMOND, VA.:The FMB 
Graded Series Workshop is being held 
today through the 20th. Pray for the 
planning of future foreign mission 
study.
18. ST. VINCENT:Pray with Mission­
aries Don and Marti Overstreet that 
they will be granted permission to have 
a radio program on the island's national

station.
19. BANGLADESH: Pray for a great­
er vision of God's desires for reaching 
the lost of Bangladesh. Pray for Danny 
and Delores Hill, missionaries.
20. JORDAN:Simultaneous revivals 
are being held in Jordan this month. 
Pray for the outpouring of God's Holy 
Spirit on Jordanian people.
21. KOREA: Pray for the growth and 
continued influence of the Korea Bap­
tist Theological Seminary and for the 
Korea Baptist Convention as it assumes 
leadership of the seminary.
22. SOUTH BRAZIL: Pray for execu­
tive committee members of the South 
Brazil Mission as they meet today.
23. BELGIUM: In September, prayers 
were requested for Missionaries Rudy 
and Helen Wood and their congrega­
tion in Nivelles, which was forced to 
find new meeting quarters. A building, 
more ideally suited to the needs and 
aims of the congregation, has been 
found. Thank God for his faithfulness.
24. COLOMBIA: A national pastors' 
conference begins today. Pray for 
Colombian pastors and their ministry.
25. BARBADOS:A training session 
for all missionary men in the Caribbean 
is beginning today to upgrade mission­
aryskills. Pray that the missionaries will 
gain new understanding for their work.
26. DOMINICA:A building for the 
newly organized Deliverance Baptist 
Church is seriously needed. Pray that 
the Lord will provide a building quickly.
27. JAPAN:Pray that God will heal 
Mrs. Togami, a Japan Baptist missionary 
working in Brazil who had to return to 
Japan with a serious illness.
28. TANZANIA: Pray that God will 
prepare the hearts of those who hear 
the gospel in Tanzania that they might 
know Jesus as Lord.
29. TRINIDAD: Pray for the opening 
of a student ministry at the University 
of the West Indies-St. Augustine cam­
pus. Pray that God will send students 
who will become involved for him.
30. KOREA: Missionary Rolla Brad­
ley reports that a new Nonsan Baptist 
Serviceman's Center is being built. The 
center over the past ten years has reg- 
istered 800,000 men, 14,000 of which 
have registered a profession of faith, 
and 528 who have been baptized at the 
center. Pray that the new center will 
reach another million men in the next 
ten years.
31. JAMAICA: Pray for Missionaries 
Morris and Joyce Wright who are devel­
oping a literature project for English- 
speaking churches in the Caribbean.
TC
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Give The Commission with 
the 1978 Moment Master.

wereJeatji ring 
Cl(rist allyear— 
notju&atClrWias

You give a present that truly reflects the spirit of the season. 
Then, throughout the year your friends will share the same 
blessings you yourself receive from The Commission.

You avoid all the hustle and bustle, as well as the last-minute 
shopping crunch. And there’s no wrapping and mailing prob­
lem. Also, just prior to Christmas, we send a gift announce­
ment to each person you list.

And you include a special, added gift with every subscription. 
Your friends will be reminded of your thoughtfulness daily 
as they use Moment Master. Not only is it useful for personal 
notes of meetings, addresses, etc., but it is also a treasury of 
foreign missions information.

You Save Money 
at These Low Rates:
1 subscription costs $3.50
2 subscriptions cost $6.00
3 subscriptions cost $8.00
4 or more subscriptions cost $2.50 each.

And while you are at it, include your own renewal as a part of 
your order and receive a copy of the 1978 Moment Master.

The Commission, P.O. Box 6597, Richmond, Virginia 23230
I’m ordering---------one-year subscriptions. Payment of $enclosed.

□ include my renewal □ do not include my renewal
Please send gift subscriptions to

Sign gift card Sign gift card

My Name

Street

Si9n gift card

(Size 3-1/2 by 5-3/4 inches)

1978 Moment Master available at 
Baptist Book Stores, $1.00 each.

Payment must accompany order. Use separate sheet of paper for additional gift subscriptions.



By Lewis A. Drummond

Sermon Suggestion

TheWhole Church 
fortheWholeWbrld

For the years 1977-79 the Southern 
Baptist Convention is sponsoring an 
all-out emphasis on missions under the 
theme, "Bold Mission—Let the Church 
Reach Out." As one of the projects 
developed by the emphasis committee, 
a series of sermon suggestions will ap­
pear in selected SBC periodicals.

Author of the sermon suggestion ap­
pearing here is Lewis A. Drummond, 
professor at Southern Baptist Theolo­
gical Seminary, Louisville, Ky.

TEXT: Romans 1:14-16*

*All Scripture references from Revised Standard Ver­
sion unless indicated otherwise.

Romans 1:141 am under obligation both 
to Greeks and to barbarians, both 
to the wise and to the foolish:

15 so I am eager to preach the gospel 
to you also who are in Rome.

16 For I am not ashamed of the gos­
pel : it is the power of God for sal­
vation to every one who has faith, 
to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek.

THEME: To laydown the basic attitudes 
that motivated the Pauline mission and 
in that context seek to inspire and chal­
lenge the entire church of today to 
adopt a similar set of attitudes in the 
work of world evangelization.

EXEGESIS: In this passage, which is 
Paul's personal introduction of himself 
to the Roman church, the Apostle 
opens his heart and bares his deepest 
feelings and motivation in world evan­
gelization. He expresses his sense of 
debtorship to all peoples (v. 14). He 
considered himself very wealthy, having 
received the "unsearchable riches of 
Christ" (Eph. 3:7-8). And, because the 
world was so spiritually poverty strick­
en, he owed them from his wealth. Fur­
ther, he tells of his zeal to preach 
Christ. The word "ready" (v. 15, KJV) 
has as its root "fire," e.g., a "fire" of 
passion. Itwasthe Old Testament proph­
et's "burning in my bones" motif.

Finally, Paul tells us he is "unashamed" 
of the gospel. Moffet translates verse 
16 positively—"I am proud of the gos­
pel." He is proud because of its au­
thority, its content, its power, its ability 
to release the righteousness of God (al­
ways active) and its life-giving proper­
ties. Thus, Paul lays down the three 
cornerstones of successful mission ac­
tivity for the church. What moved him 
should move us all.

SERMON OUTLINE:
Introduction
When Paul and his companions 

moved intoThessalonica, the whole 
city exploded. "These men who have 
turned the world upside down have 
come here also" (Acts 17:6), they cried. 
How was it the early church made such 
an impact? Paul tells in Romans 1:14-16.

I. The evangelization of the world is 
dependent upon the church accepting 
its universal indebtedness (v. 14).

A. The whole world is spiritually pov­
erty stricken.

B. Every believer has the "unsearch­
able riches of Christ" committed to him.

C. The Christian is, therefore, in debt 
to share Christ with the whole world.

D. Until the whole church accepts its 
obligation, world evangelization will 
falter.

II. The evangelization of the world 
is dependent upon the church accept­
ing an unlimited involvement (v. 15).

A. All believers must commit all they 
are in the task of sharing Christ.

B. All believers must allow the Holy 
Spirit to fan their hearts aflame.

C. Until the whole church accepts 
this depth of commitment, world evan­
gelization will falter.

III. The evangelization of the world 
is dependent upon the church accept­
ing an unashamed identification (v. 16).

A. The church can be proud of the 
gospel because of its power.

B. The church can be proud of the 
gospel because it speaks of salvation.

C. The church can be proud of the

gospel because of its universality.
D. Until the whole church accepts 

this kind of identification, world evan­
gelization will falter.
ILLUSTRATIONS:

I. On Principle of Debtorship
Of course, Paul, you should feel a 

debt to share Christ. You were called to 
be a missionary apostle. I read about 
you and your call in Acts (chapter 16) 
while you preached and taught in An­
tioch with Barnabas. Preachers, mission 
aries, and the like are in debt. God has 
called them to share the gospel, we so 
easily say. But retort seems to waft 
back over the centuries from the great 
apostle—"I did not receive the obliga­
tion and debt in Antioch; I received it 
on the Damascus Road (Acts 9)." And 
the implication is clear: all who have 
met Jesus Christ on their own "Damas­
cus Road" share the debt. To present 
Christ to the world is every Christian's 
job.

II. On Principle of Commitment
One of the world's greatest mission­

ary leaders was C. T. Studd of England. 
He was born into a wealthy family and 
lived in one of the "stately homes of 
Britain." He was a famous cricketer-a 
"Hank Aaron" in the British sense of 
their favorite sport. He was a graduate 
of Cambridge University with a brilliant 
career before him. But he chose Christ 
and the mission field. Near the end of 
his life, his daughter visited him in his 
little mud hut in the African bush. Studd 
was overjoyed to see her. "I want to 
give you something," he exclaimed. He 
looked all around at his "possessions." 
All he had was a few copies of the 
Bible in different versions. "I'm sorry, 
my dear," he said, "I guess I have just 
given everything to the Lord Jesus."

III. On Principle of Being Un­
ashamed

Just a short time ago, a man who 
worked in a sheep-processing plant in 
Australia became a Christian. His fel­
low workers, when they found out, set 
on him. They grabbed him, draped a 
sheepskin about his shoulders, put a 
mock crown on his head, bowed down 
before him in mockery. Then they 
started throwing sheep entrails on him 
as they laughed him to scorn for being 
a professing believer. It almost seemed 
like the action of the soldiers at the 
mock trial of the Lord. The new be­
liever looked at them and said, "Thank 
you, now I know I'm a true Christian. A 
few weeks ago I would have bashed 
your heads into the ground. But not 
now. I belong to Jesus Christ." That is 
being unashamed at any cost. TC
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Robert B. Bass, J. Roy Clifford, Paul E. Crandall, V. 
Allen Gaines, Gurney W. Grant, Franklin D. Hall, 
Hiram L. Harrison, Scott C. Humphrey, Neal T. Jones. 
J. Leonard Moore, John W. Patterson, Bruce H. Price, 
M. Hunter Riggins, Jr., Mrs. Ross S. Shearer, Raymond 
L. Spence, Mrs. E. S. Stratton, Jr.. H. I. Willett.

Elected Staff
Executive D irector: Baker J. Cauthen 

Administrative a ssoc, to exec. d ir.: Rogers M. Smith

Overseas Division
D irector: Winston Crawley 

Lewis I. Myers, Jr., associate 
area secretaries: Frank K. Means, Eastern South Amer­
ica; J. D. Hughey, Europe, the Middle East, and South 
Asia; Charles W. Bryan, Middle America and the Carib­
bean; Davis L. Saunders, Eastern and Southern Africa; 
J. Bryan Brasington, Western South America; George 
H. Hays, East Asia; William R. Wakefield, Southeast 
Asia; John E. Mills, West Africa. C onsu ltants: Franklin 
T. Fowler, Medical, and Harold E. Hurst, associate; 
Joseph B. Underwood, Evangelism and Church De­
velopment, and Ervin E. Hastey, associate; W. Eugene 
Grubbs, Laymen Overseas, and W. L. (Wimpy) Smith, 
associate, Truman S. Smith, Missionary Family. d i- 
rector of Missionary O rientation: W. David Lockard.

Mission Support Division 
d irector: R. Keith Parks

international w riter-Editor: lone Gray. d irector of 
News and Inform ation Services, Robert L. Stanley. 
Missionary Personnel —Louis R. Cobbs, secretary. As­
sociate Secretaries: Stanley A. Nelson, Melvin E. Tor- 
stnck, Dwight A. Honeycutt, Don A. Reavis. Regional 
Personnel Representatives: Robert C. Covington (New 
Orleans, La.). William A. Kruschwitz (Louisville, Ky.), 
R- Allen Orr (Kansas City, Mo.), Randy M. Wood (Ft. 
Worth, Tex.). Com munications —Thomas W. Hill, sec­
retary. Associate Secretaries: G. Norman Price, Pub­
lications; Wilbur N. Todd, Resources and Services; 
noyd H. North, The Commission editor. Furl ough 
Minis tries — William W. Marshall, secretary. A ssociate 
secretary: Edna Francis Dawkins. denom inational C o- 
ord 1 ination— William R. O’Brien, secretary. associate 
secretaries: Sam Pittman, Ralph L. West (Atlanta, Ga.), 
Richard M. Styles, Public Relations Consultant.

Management Services Division 
D irector: Sidney C. Reber

Treasurer: Everett L. Deane. Senior Assistant Treasurer: 
narold D. Richardson. Business M anager: Elbert L. 
wr^ht assistant business m anager: Ward S. Hildreth, 
n “ ffto y‘m ent M anager: James G. Edwards. M anager, 
uata Processing D epartm ent: William K. Dawson.

The Executive View

INAPPRECIATION
TV J^ y wife and I have now com­
- LV JL pleted 25 years of residence 
in Richmond, Va. In September 1952 
we came to this city in response to the 
Foreign Mission Board's request that 
the secretary for the Orient move his 
office from Asia to the board's head­
quarters. This was due to the fact that, 
with the rise of Communist power in 
China and subsequent Baptist mission­
ary advance into many additional 
countries of Asia, the board felt the sec­
retary for the Orient should be in Rich­
mond in order to give full information 
about these developments at all times.

In June of the following year, FMB 
Executive Secretary M. Theron Rankin 
was called to his heavenly home. The 
following October the responsibility of 
the executive secretaryship was en­
trusted to me.

During these 25 years of residence in 
Richmond, it has been a delight to ob­
serve the fidelity, ability, and dedica­
tion with which the members of the 
Foreign Mission Board have approached 
their tasks. It has been a special joy to 
observe the large contribution made by 
board members who live near enough 
to Richmond to put themselves so com­
pletely at the call of the board for ser­
vice.

Ministers, laymen, and laywomen 
have all stood ready to serve on com­
mittees and to give their unlimited loy­
alty to the responsibilities involved in 
long hours of committee sessions.

By Baker J. Cauthen

This is a major matter when one con­
siders what it means for business peo­
ple, as well as pastors, to step aside from 
the pressure of their own demands and 
devote time not only when the board is 
in session each month, but also to the 
additional work sessions necessary to 
discharge responsibilities.

Board members have demonstrated 
a very high degree of competence in 
their service. Many of the businessmen 
have brought to the affairs of the board 
insights that have enabled the board to 
administer with greater efficiency the 
resources entrusted to it. Many times 
I have sat in committee meetings feel­
ing deep admiration in my heart for 
board members who have so capably 
carried weighty responsibility.

These devoted men and women who 
make up the membership of the board 
render a labor of love on behalf of 
Southern Baptists. Not only do we find 
this quality of dedication expressed by 
those who live near at hand, but mem­
bers of the board who live hundreds of 
miles from Richmond come readily to 
the service of the board throughout 
the year.

Every board member is asked to at­
tend the three major meetings of the 
board each year and to select a fourth 
meeting at his convenience to attend 
at some time during the course of the 
year. This procedure enables every 
monthly meeting to be attended not 
only by members near at hand, but also 
by members who come from a great 
distance. All actions of the Foreign 
Mission Board reflect the participation 
of board members widely representing 
Southern Baptist life.

It has also been a joy to have fellow­
ship with the churches in Virginia. It 
has been my privilege to preach in 
churches throughout the state, both in 
the cities and in the smaller communi­
ties. In the churches there is a deep 
love for the cause of missions, and there 
also is a high regard for the history of 
Baptists and the contributions they 
made despite great persecution and 
struggle at an earlier time to bring into 
reality the religious freedom that has 
become a foundation stone of our 
nation's structure.

During these days of escalating mis­
sionary concern and growing involve­
ment in a worldwide labor, we thank 
Cod for the dedicated service so gener­
ously given on behalf of our Lord's 
cause. TC



Missions Update...
Pledging "wholehearted commitment" to Southern Baptists' new Mission Service 

Corps, the Foreign Mission Board in August designated $1 million in its 1978 budget 
mainly for additional mission field costs involved in the project. Lining up solidly 
behind the plan to enlist 5,000 short-term mission volunteers by 1982 for service both 
in the U.S. and abroad, the board unanimously approved a resolution pledging full 
cooperation to: encourage missions and national Baptist conventions to anticipate 
making the finest possible use of the volunteers; define opportunities for service for 
the increasing numbers; detail the costs; establish streamlined selection procedures.

The board approved the transfer of Missionaries WILLIAM and SUSAN STEEGER from 
ETHIOPIA to the SEYCHELLES, officially opening the islands, a former British colony off 
the east coast of AFRICA, as the 88th country or territory where Southern Baptists have 
missionary personnel assigned. . . . The board approved $243,625 to upgrade and 
modernize sound and video equipment at the RICHMOND home office as part of preparations 
to communicate world missions more effectively to Southern Baptists.

ISAM E. BALLENGER, field representative for EUROPE, was elected by the Foreign 
Mission Board as new president of the international Baptist Theological Seminary, 
RUSCHLIKON, SWITZERLAND, pending ratification by seminary trustees. . • . BILLY L. 
BULLINGTON, missionary to TOGO since 1966, was named field representative for WEST 
AFRICA, a post vacated when JOHN E. MILLS was elected area secretary for West Africa 
last year. . . . FRANK K. MEANS, area secretary for EASTERN SOUTH AMERICA, has an­
nounced plans to retire at the end of this year, following 30 years' service on the 
staff. . . . FON H. SCOFIELD, JR., who retired August 1 as associate secretary for 
program and product development on the board staff, and MISS JOHNNI JOHNSON, a member 
of the Richmond staff since 1954, have announced plans to be married in October.

The Southern Baptist broadcast ministry based in BEIRUT, LEBANON, plans to expand 
from one to three radio transmission centers in order to cover all the Arab world by 
1979. All but one program will be in Arabic. Listeners who write to the broadcast 
center will receive replies and encouragement to enroll in correspondence courses. 
. . . Despite gradual increase in political tensions in RHODESIA, Baptist work is con­
tinuing, Area Secretary DAVIS L. SAUNDERS reported after a visit there. Attacks by 
black nationalist guerrillas are sporadic and without predictable pattern, Saunders 
noted. In very sensitive areas of Rhodesia, missionaries are concentrating work in the 
cities, but in other places are continuing work with "discretion" in rural areas where 
attacks have been most frequent, said Saunders. . . . Saunders also reported 
that, although doors to Southern Baptist work in ETHIOPIA have been tempo- 
rarily closed, new prospects for witness are opening in EASTERN AND SOUTHERN 
AFRICA. These include: UGANDA, where additional personnel are to be sought; 
BURUNDI; the SEYCHELLES; SOUTH WEST AFRICA; and BOPHUTHATSWANA, an African 
homeland within SOUTH AFRICA expected to gain nominal independence this year.

Agricultural missionaries of EASTERN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA met in KENYA 
recently to examine their philosophies of agricultural missions and their 
evangelistic task. . . . SANTIAGO CANCLINI, an outstanding Baptist leader in 
ARGENTINA for many years, died recently following a lengthy illness. . . . 
Missionary GROVER F. TYNER, JR., president of the PHILIPPINE Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, BAGUIO CITY, has been elected to serve also as president 
of the ASIA Baptist Graduate Theological Seminary, offering graduate-level 
training to students from theological schools in EAST and SOUTHEAST ASIA. 
Graduate school headquarters will move from HONG KONG to Baguio City.

TERTIUS SOEDIONO was installed as INDONESIAN Baptist Theological 
Seminary's interim president, the first Indonesian to hold the position. 
. . . The CARIBBEAN Baptist Fellowship's executive committee has proposed 
six major Caribbean cities for Baptist evangelistic efforts 1978-80. 


