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THE BUSINESS OF THE BOARD.

In the May number we gave some account of the
organization of the Foreign Mission Board, its pur-
poses and modes of procedure.  In this we take up
the condnet of its financial affairs.  As an interme-
diary between the churelies and the missions, it has
business connections with both, collecting from the
one, dishursing to tlic other, "The Corresponding
Secretary devotes a large part of his time to the
colicetion of money for the support of missionarics,
the erection of chapels, the maintenance of schools
and the pudblication of the Scriptures in foreign
lands. 'I'he simpler and ensier work of transmit-
ting funds to their destination is attended to by the
Treasurer, :

i The Board gets annually from each mission sta
tion a fyll account of expenditures and an estimate
of what will be nceded for salarics, rents, schools,
building, &e., for the Incoming year. "These ac-
coumts and estimates are serutinized in committee
and then by the whole Board, Thereupon appro-
priations are made ag large as the financial prospect
Wil justify, and the missionaries are informed of
the amount whicli will probably be at their disposal,
and allowed to expand or instructed to contract
their worlk accordingly. Contraction, when neces-
sary, ismade in the expenses for schools, out-stations
OF native assistants, No appropriation is absolute,
but subject to incerense or diminution during the
year, aceording to circumstaunees ; the missionaries,
however, must keep their ordinary expenses within
the amount appropriated.

Funds are transmitted in one or the otlier of two
Ways, both of which cost about the same, If the
state of the treasury will allow, the missionaries are
authorized to make drafts and negotiate them. It
s a gratifying fact that the Board has always met
Its obligations promptly, and has thereby secured
a staudlng in commereial circles, which enables its
employees to get drafts discounted at the lowest
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market rates, By this method the missionary gets
his money as soon as he needs it, and the 'reasurer
hasnothing to do but pay the drait when presented,
The churclies ought to make the stream of their
contributions so constant that we might give all
missionaries standing authority to draw quarterly in
advance, But sometimes there is reason to fear that
large drafts could not be iinet, and then authority to
draw is withheld, and as funds come In the Treasurer
remits from time to time. Remittances must follow,
as drafts also do, the channels of trade through
New York and London or Liverpool, Neither our
notes nor our coins pass as money outside of Ame-
rica~—our enrrency must be converted into Sterling
Lxchange, and this again into the Lire of Ttaly,
the Cowries of Africa, or the Cash of China. For
this work our Treasurer is peculiarly well situated,
in being the cashier of aBank, and therefore famil-
jar with the fluctuations of the moncy-market--he
uses for u3 his best skill and judgment, without any
other reward than the answer of a good conscience.
All who know anything about foreign exchange will
appreciate the fact that it costs something to trans-
mit money, and that it reaches its destination in
very different ghape from that in which it started;
but occasionally a good sister will accompany her
contribution, say for Moses Stone, with a requcst'
that his receipt for the amount be réturned to her.
She forgets that we have no safe way of sengding a
five dollar greenback to Africa, and that, if sent, it
would not buy in Oghomostio so much as a loaf of
bread.

For misingl money we rely on agencies, sociecties,
special contributions and, chietly, on regular collec-
tions taken in the churches by their own pastors
and deacons. A word or two on each of these.

Agentsare employed in several States to go from
place to place, present the eause, disseminate infor-
mation and collect money. 1t is common to speak
of them as ‘‘necessary evils,” and doubtless they
do occasion mischief by tempting some to wait till
personally called on for their contributions, or to
give nothing except when so visited, but it may well
be doubted whether these evils attach to the impor-
tunate beggars or lie at the doors of those who will
not give without such importunity. hen all our
churches shall do their duty without solicitation,
travelling agents may be entirely dispensed with,
for then the millehnium will be near at hand, if not
already come ; but at present, somany of our people
are nccessarily so much engaged with their own
aflairg, that they forget the claims of missions un-
less reminded by some one who makes it his busi-
ness. The experience of the Board, in its eflorts to
do without agents, has abundantly demonstrated
their necessity. We liope, however, that all our
agents will leok not merely to the present, but to
the future, and that by extending the circulation of
the JOURNAL and encouraging thie churches to
carry out plans of systematic giving, they will
gradually render thelr work less and less necessary
and be enabled to return to more congenial em-
ployments.

0f societies, co-operating with or working through
the Board, the most numercus and most effective are
thie organizations among the ladies,—they ought to
be extended ia all the States. Woman under hea-

then customs is deeply degraded ; christianity has

done much for her and *she loveth much,” Every
town surely, and many country neighborhoods,
should have their woman’s socleties, to glean afer
the reapers and gather up the little sums that would
els¢ be lost. The Board employs as many female
as male missionaries. Why should not the ladies of
the Sonth support,the ladies of our missions?

Special contributions are earnestly invited. .If
any person or church feels special interest in any
braich of our work and will contribute for it, the
Board is bound by its own rules to carry out the
wishes of donors whenever made known. Anything
given for the Rome chapel or for the Canton resi-
dence will be added to the amounts alrcady col-
lected for those objects, but contributions to any
mission for its regular work must be counted as
part of the appropriation thereto made, and in case
the contributions in any year should exceed the
amount of the appropriation to that mission, the
excess will go to its credit and increase the appro-
priation for the ensuing-year. If any society or
other body is inclined to undertake any special
work, the Corresponding Secretary will gladly help
them to make a selection. In this connection we
mention the obvious propriety of making efforts to
raise money in the colored churches for our African
mission.

But after all, agents, socleties and special dona-
tions are but as scouts, skirgnishcrs and detached
battalions—very useful in any army—yet victory
depends not on these, but on the steady advance of
solid columns of infantry. We must rely, we hope
to rely more and more confidently, on the measured
tread, the resistless advance of the hosts of God’s
elect, organized according to his own appointment
and marshalled under oflicers of his own choosing, §
If the churches would appoint a suitable time once *
a year or oftener to contribute for Foreign Missions,
if the pastors would inform themselves and their
flocks about the progress and needs of our'stations,
and if the deacons would see that every member be
invited to give something to this cause, there would
be no lack of means to carry on the Lord’s work.

All mouney collected is sent to the Corresponding
Seeretary, receipted for by postal card and entered
on his cash book, a condensed transeript of which
is published monthly in the JOURNAL. Ile does
not pay it out for any purpose whatsoever, but de-
posits it daily in bank, and once a week transfers
the sum on hand to the credit of the Treasurer,
giving him therewith a statement, not of all the
items, but only of the amount received from each
State. The 'Treasurer, therefore, does not cumber
his books with a multitude of entries, but keeps his
account of receipts by States only. Ie disburses,
whether to meet drafts, make remittances or pay
little incidental expenses, only as directed by the
Board and upon the order of the President. All

bills and accounts arc examined by the Finance
Committee and vegularly audited, It will be seen
that the counting of all money by several different
persons, the Secretary’sbook, the Treasurer’s book,
the receipts sent to parties and the published ac~-
knowledgments, are checks upon cach other which
make it well nigh impossible that any mistake, it
made, should escuape speedy detection,

We have given this matter more space than we
can afford, but not more than it deserves If, in
aiming to condense we have sacrificed clearness.
wa shall be glad to have any questlons asked, and

will ans wer to the best of our ability,
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OUR MISSIONARIES
) . In ﬂze~F¢'eld.

CHINA.

AT Tuxg Cuav—P, O. Chefoo.—~T. P, Crawford, DMrs.
Orawford, Mrs. S.J. Holmes, Woo Tswun Chau, (native pas-
tor,) and three native assistants. .

AT SHANGIfAL —M., T, Yates, Mrs, Yates, Wong Ping San,
(native pastor.) and one native assistant,

AT OANTON.—K. H, Graves, Mrs, Graves, Miss Lula Whil-
don, Yong Seen San, (native pastor,) and eleven native assis-
tants and Bible-women, o

AFRICA.

AT ABDLOKUTA—P. O. Lagos—W,J, David, and two na-

tive assistants.
AT LAGOS.—W. W, Colley, and one native assistant.

ITALY.

RoME.—G. B3, Taylor and Signor Cocorda.
LA Tour,~—Signor Ferraris,
MiraN.—Signor Paschetto.
CARrI—Signor Martinelll, ~
NArLES.—Signor Colombo.
BarL—Signor Basile.

ISLAND OF SARDINIA.—Signor Cossu,

: At Home,

J. B. Hartwell, Mrs. Hartwell—P, O, Columbus, Ga.
E. 7. Simmons, Mrs. Simmons,—F, O. Kossuth, Miss, N,
B. Williams, Mrs. Williams—P, O. Montgomery, Ala, Miss

AT
(13

— — L. Moon, Miss E. Moon—P. O, Carter’s Bridge, Va,

WRITE TO THEM.

We give the postofilces of our missionaries, with
the hope that many will write them a letter occa-
sionally. Think how much you would be delighted,
if in their place, to have such expressions of in-
terest. And ask them questions about their work

>, and the people among whom they labor—ignorance

is a disgrace only when one makes no effort to get
rid of it. The missionaries would write letters
better snited to our wants, if they received every
month from different quarters, a batch of perti-
nent inquiries, DBut
answers—that would be too great a tax on their
time. Ask them to answer you along with others,
at their convenience, through the columns of the
JOURNAL. The postage on a letter weighing not
over half an ounce, is to Italy five cents, to China,
(via San Francisco), fen cents, to Africa, fifteen
cents,
IL SEMINATORE.

This monthly, now in its second year, is edited
by our missionaries at Rome. It appearsin pam-
phlet form, with 32 pages in each number, and
would prove interesting to those of our readers
who know Italian. The price for subscribers in
America is seven Lire, or about £1.50 a year. Ad-
dress, ‘‘Il Seminatore, 19 Paszeggiata di Ripetta,
Roma, Italia.”

We take from the April number the following
notice of thie death of our former missionary, Dr.
Cote:

¢“UNA DOLOROSA NOTIZIA.—Domenica 1 cor-
rente, moriva in Roma il Sig. W, N, Cote, che fu
per qualche anng sopraintendente dell’opera ini-
ziata in Italia dal nostro Comitato. Iogli soccom-
bette ad una pleuritide con complicazione di febbre,
gopraggiuntelgi in modo fulminante dopo una sua
gita a Napoli. Il Sig. Wall, che lo assistette durante
Ia sua breve malattia, ci disse ch’egli ¢bbe una
morte felicissima.—Ci uniamo di cuore a questo
voto del Cristiano FEvangelico. *Voglia il Signore
consolare la sua afflitta famiglia, ed essere il padre
dei suoi bambini orfani.’

SHALL THXY GO BACK?
Our missionaries in China beg for reinforcement,
We have laborers anxious to go and ready to work
as soon as they reach the field. Miss Lottic Moon
_is waiting quietly, but anxiously, holding herself in
:readiness to start at any time on a week’s notice.
Brother Simmons and wife are also cager to be

do not expect private

gone 3 they write begging that the Board will ot
let another meeting pass without making arrange-
ments for them to start, Only the money is lack-
ing., TFifteen hundred dollars will pay travelling
expenses for all three. Let us have, brethren, a
gpecial contribution for this objeet, Some who have
already given as usual to Foreign Missions, ean add
something for go pressing a demand, and any who
have failed to heed the general call, surely cannot
turn a deaf ear to the plea sounded simultancously
from opposite sides of the earth,

. PRAYER FOR MISSIONS.

I WWe proposed last month to wunite with all our
readers in a coneert of private prayer every Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday, in the morning, for
our missionaries in Italy and Afriea, in the evening

" for those in China. Public and private devotions

“help to sustain and inspire each other. None can
properly lead a congregation in prayer unless they
go often into their closets—none can pray faithfully
in secret who * foraake the assembling of them-
selves together.”’

. While, therefore, we continue to pray as above

'suggested, let us also have more frequent mention
of the mission work in our Sunday worzhip and in
our prayer-meetings. The duty of a pastor is to
guide his flock by example as well as by precept—
the business of those who pray in public is to lead
the devotions of the assembly into right channels,
Verily, brethren, some of you have been derelict in
this matter for these many years. Please begin at
once to make amends and publicly plead with God,

,citing his promises, appealing to his merey, and
begging for the exertion of his power, to bring a
rebellious world in subjection to his Anointed.
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION,

The meeting of this body, recently held in New
Orleans, was pleasant and profitable. The im-
proved spirit of the people, in view of political
changes and financial prospects, was apparent in
the home-circles, on the strects, in the places of
business, and over the whole face of the city. The
proverbial hospitality of the place was lavish and
superabundant.

The key-note of the meeting wag struck in the Con-
vention sermon, on the Dignity of Service ; and all

the brethren seemed to have a mind to work., The
Reports of the Boards were encouraging, Some of

the committee reports on these Reports were able
papers. The speeches, in several instanees, were of
decided power, and there was an evident expansion
‘ and deepening of the missionary spirit,  The har-
'mony was well nigh perfcct.
The Foreign Mission Journal was freely distrib-
i uted, and many brethren who appreciate the neces-
' gity of disseminating missionary intelligence for
" church and Christian prosperity, promised to sccure
subseribers for the paper. An eminent minister,
who was detained from the Convention by sickness,
said : ““The thing to be done at New Orleans is to
revive the monthly concert of prayer for missions.?”
This idea had seized also on other minds and hearts.
Earnest addresses were made on the subjeet; and
_the Convention recommended to the churches its
‘regnlar observance. Dr. Winkler’s speech on our
Italian Missions will be published in tract form.
Who will present our Board with a thousand copies
for gratuitous distribution, to aid usin raising twenty
thousand dollars more to complete our Rome cha-
pel fund? If other speeches and sermons delivered
during the Convention could be published and gen-
crally cireulated, the heart of our Southern Zion
would be stirred to follow the *Voice of Provi-

dence,” which, as one of the repotts showed, is

|of the intelligence published in the May nmnbers:

summoning God’s servants to enter more freely
and fully into the harvest fields of the world, )

A large number of the delegates and other visit.
ors went down to the Jeldies, some hundred and ten
miles below New Orleans, in the splendid steamer
Robert E. Lee. The Jetties are an elongation ot
the banks of one of the mouths of the Mississippi
for two and a half miles, over the sand bar of the
“ Southern pass,” as this mouth of the river i
called, by means of mattresses of willow twigs,
which being sunk with stones, and catehing the
sediment of the river, make artifleial banks of
growing willows, much firmer than the natural
banks themselves. By narrowing the channel the
current is ineveased, and thus the river serves as its
own dredge, Instend of cight feet of water on the
bar, twenty feet have been secured. When thirty
feet have been secured the engineery Toads, will re-
ceive for his grand work eight millions of dollars
from the Government, It is calenlated, from the
rate at which the natural banks have formed, and
the distance which the bars keep from the mouths
of the passes, that this masterly achlevement of
science will keep the river open for two centuries!

Thus genius and money are worthily employed
to advance the commerce and material prosperity
of a great city and of our country. Shall not alt
the powers of our churches be put forth that the
waters of life may hm.'e free course and God's word
be glorified in the establishiment of Christ’s King-
dom to the ends of the carth?

The same Boards were re-appointed, The place
of mext meeting is Nashville. The Convention
sermon to be preachied by Dr. Curry, of Richmond,
the President of the Foreign Mission Board,

Dr. Boyee was President of the Conventiong
Wm. E. Tanner, of Virginia, and Rev, O, ¥, Greg-
ory; of Alabama, were the Secretaries. **The Pro-
ceedings of the Convention® will be issued in a
few days from the prblishing housc of our enter-
prising brother, A. L. Nelson, No, 57 Camp street,
New Orleans, to whom all who wish copies, whether
for themselves, their churchies, their Associations,
or their State Conventions, will apply.

The Forcign Missionary of the DPresbyterian
Church reports quite a revival, which has con-
tinued for some months, in Oroomiah, Persia.
Meetings are held according to the plan of Moody
and Sankey, and with re<nlts not unworthy of com-
parison with theirs. The following is a summary

“Ihe tidings that reach us from the mission-fields
are very encotraging. T'he accessions to the Church
in Mexico are many, The work in Sian is growing
in interest. At the last communion in Bangkok 4
were admitted, and 10 in Petchaburi. At Chieng-
mal 5 were baptized. In Persiz the revival con-
tinues, and is spreading. In Syria the Jast year has
been one of religions advance. At the last com-
munion, March 11th, at Abeiah, "5 persons were
received, 4 of themn youny men from the acaderny;
8§ on the same day were admittedito the ehurgh e
Sidon, 6 of whom were pupils in the school. gOver
100 were admitted to church privileges in Japaga the
past year.”

Py

A young Mohammedan of Futtchpore, af
some 120 miles westward of Allahabad, strdg
slowly along the bazar, picked up a serap of pri§
paper which lay on the ground.” The broken §
contained a few verses of the 7th chapter ol
Gospel of John. The words were used by thé:
vine Spirit for the production of conviction ing
mind, and the result was his conversion to CB
and his identification with his people in that @&
Torn up in umbrage, as no doubt the little i
was, God once more fulfilled his word, and cajl
even the wrath of man to praise him, i

®

A missionary band of ten girls in Spenccrl

N. Y., has raised 840 during the year.
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COMMITTEE REFPORTS.

We have not room to print In full the excellent
reports of committees fn the Convention, to whom
several portlons of the annual report of the Boavd
were referred, but present the following extracts ;

From Commitlee on African Missions.

Noue of our misslons give brighter promise of
fmmediate benetleent results than those to Africa.,
A continent of one or two million of souls is open
to the misslonaries of the erossi  In our judgment
these missions to Africn should be reinforced as
gpeedily as practicuble,

It seems to your Committee speclally Iinportant
that our colored churches in this country be en-
couraged and urged to send and ald in supporting
from amony themselves, young colored ministers,
educated in the schools, of devout piety and prae-
tical judgment, to their fatherland.  They are best
fitted for the work in Africa.  Thelr own churelies
would be blessed and developed by engaging in
this work.

From the Committee on T'reasurer's Report,

1, The liberality of our missionary at Shanghal,
brother M. 'I' Yates, In relinguishing his s:\Tm'y,
and In building o chapel and school Tlousc, ought
to stimulate to a corresponding liberality the
churches, who =should see that this station, as well
a3 our other stations, shall be amply provided for as
to men amd meins.

2, The policy of the Board to reduce appropria-
tions and retain in this country our Missionaries, if
neeessary to square the atccounts of the Board,
seems wi-e to your Committee ; hut, it is profoundly
hoped that the necessity will be obviated by the
prompt and liberal offerings of the ehurches.

3. From the testimony of many among whom
these missionary brethren have labored as agents
of the Board, it {3 apparent that the expenses of
these agencies have been judicious in view not only
of thelr actual collections, but of the valuable in-
formation which they have imparted, and the
deeper interest in missions, which they have ex-
cted. In regard to the employment of regnlar
agents In the several States, your Committee would
express no opinion, but leave that question to the
wisdom of the Board.

Lrom Cummitice on China Misstons.

The doctrine we deslre to emphasize, is, that the
Chinaman is a child of Adam, inheriting his de-
pravity and a partaker of his curse. e is our
brother, the ehild of o common parent, T'he same
law condemns him, and the same gospel provides
for his redemption. ‘Lo him propheey points, and
for his salvation, millennial glory waits. For him
Christ died, China constituted a vast portion of
thetravail of his soul, und on the mediatorial throne
ke will never be safisfied and fully glad until he
sees of the travail of his soul.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

1, We recommend to this Convention, and urge
with all possible emphasis, the immediate reinforce-
ment of the force now in the field so soon as ade-
quate funds are seeured.

2, That we urge npon the memberstip at large a
study of the theory, history, and practical work-
Ings of the mission enterprize. And, therefore,
that the delegates present assist to the utmost lmit
of their ability in seeuring large subscriptions to
the I?(zreign Mission Journal.

’3. That we co-operate with the Board, by culti-
vating the thought that it is our Board—they are
ouragents and Christ's servants,

» 'That we urge upon our churches the reswinp-
tion of tlie )Iont?nly Concert of prayer for Missions,

From Committee on the Voice of Providence.

-. The changes that transpire in tho systems and
nstitut_xons of men are the voicings of providence,
2;1 this s true when such changes put out the
;Q It of truth, as well as wlhen they admit it, for
5 are the children of light aroused to thought-
Euluess and to action.
A Itis the conviction of the church of Jesus Christ,
glat the eventful present and immediate past are
1© sienificant indications of providence, and your
8 lOzn'mlttcc are profoundly impressed that it is the
gy of this Convention as a body of the servants
‘ r)Jesus Christ, to regard the events named in the
i 0rt of your Board, as the callings of God upon
3.°M to cnter in where the wrath of man or_the
fL0sresslveness of thought has opened the door
the ingoing wiid activity of all the forces and

instrumentalities used by Christ for the work and
tritph of IHis Kingdom. If we have hig spirit,
and are truly his, we ean nelthier ignore nor disre-
%:1«5(}1 5gllcsc physieal expressions of his will coneern-
g us,

Ve recommend the adoption by the Convention,
ol that part of the report referred to us, and that
all neeessary action be taken to give it the greatest
possible emphasis and practical cffect.

Irom Committee on Italian Missions.

Yom: Commiittee eannot but rejoice at the en-
couraging outlook, The incidents reported recall
the mission of Apostolic days, - New tields are oe-
cupled; new enterprises undertaken, 'Che Vatiean
Misslon heretofore sustained by a sister soclety and
condueted by the loved and honored Van Meter,
has heen assigned to our charge,  Cities and Prov>
inces previously unoceupied, are added to the list
of our preaching stations,

Mothers from” whom the character of the new
generation recelves its first and enduring stamp are
encouraged to mceet and pray for God’s blessing
upon _thelr families. Chapel attendance is pro-
moted among a people passionately fond of musie,
by sacred song.  Public discussions are held with
Cathollcs and Infidels, The Jews, so long neg-
lected, hear *‘of Ilim of whom Moses it the law
and the prophets did write;” and the press sends
its missions where the living herald of the gospel
cannot go, and publishes, even amid the dispersed
of Italy, the gospel of the grace of God.

There is no mission more inviting, none which
otfers larger results for the labors expended upon
it.  In regard to the chapel at Rome, we are
impressed by the necessity of using the fund for the
crection or purchasing of a convenient building so
soolt as the opportunity for profitably doing this
shall arise, and yet we doubt not that the Board
are acting wisely in waiting for such an opportu-
nity. In a matter so important there must be no
failure.

From Commiltee on Woman’s Work.

We have been slow to learn, Offering the gospel
almost exclusively to adults, we were for a long
time biind to the interests of children. Awake to
the necessity for a large pymber of laborers in
lieathen lands, and for the collection of funds for
their support, we were similarly blind to the fit-
ness and eflicieney of Chliristian women for these
noble wnelertakings, In the face of the facts that
an apostate church has long employed them in the
most stupendous and suceessful endeavors, that
the cighth chapter of Luke presents the record of
Christian women unitedly devoting themselves to
the success of our Saviour’s personal ministry, and
that we have witnessed for half a century the ex-
amples of their undying heroism in the lands of
the East, we have yet been slow to recognize and
employ their power.  And now, in no mere spirit
of gullantry, but with abiding gratitude to God,
we wonld record our uppreciatﬁ'e testimony to the
eflicicney, fidelity and success of those noble wo-
men who have labored with us in the gospel. And
we would pledge ourselves to the employment of
all right methods whereby their services can be
procured and encouraged. Not only are they our
most eflective workers, beeause of their greater
zeal, persistency and unsellish love, but there are
more of them than of men. And besides all this,
they are the most available and valuable power in
a true pastor's hand, for sccuring the ald of the
mell,

The result of thelr own speclal work in the past
twelve years has been a universal surprise, as is
also the recently anpounced fact, that of the four
hundred laborers for Jesus in the land of China,
three hundred are Christian women. .

The time may be at hand when it will be advisa-
Dle that they shall appoint a Central Committee to
combine their efforts, to stimulate the work, and to
give permanent record to their suceess.

A LETTER FROM MRS, CRAWFORD.

TyNa Cirow, March 14th, 1877,

My Dear Dr, Tupper,—Your letter of January
5th was received two weeks ago by our first spring
mail. At the same time we heéard of the arrival of
the Misses Moon at their home in Albemarle county.
We were sorry to learn that Miss Eddie was worse
again. I sincerely trust she may be restored to
00aG ficalth and find a field of nscfulness suited to
wer agpirations. IHer friends here are unanimous
in thinking she cannot stand this climate and all
the strains of missionary life in this province. Miss
Lottie we hope can, and we long to have her with

us. cheering s socially, and aiding us in the work
she so loves and to which she applied herself so
cfliciently. She will be lonely without her sister,
to whom she was so devotedly attached.

The missionary spirit seems very low in most of
our Southiern churches. Sometimes we are tempted
to be discouraged, and to fear that the work we
have begun here under so many difliculties is to die
with us,” All the missionsof other denominations
have been reinforeed over and over, always havin
some fresh element coming in to keep up the linE
with Amecrica, as well as impart vigor to the opera-
tions on the field.,
and his wife.

L am glad that in many places the sisters are be-
cominyg aroused for missions. 1n this connection,
will you allow a suggestion, as the danger may not
have oceurred to you? 'The Board and tnost of the
pastors understand fully that these ladies’ mission-
ary societies are auxillary, and entirely subject to
the directlon of the Board in the disbursement of
funds; but -young, inexperienced ladies may not
always be quite clear on the subject, and are liable
to misunderstand their relations to the Board, to
the mission, and to those who contribute the funds.
We are as yet new in this department, but other
missions have had trouble on the subject., Youmay
conceive how awkward it might be fora young mis-
sionary to receive directions from an inexperienced
socicty, exactly contrary to the judgment and prac-
tice of the Board and of the majority of the mis-
sion.

Mr. Crawford has been several days absent in
Clicefoo—will not be back until next week, We
are just beginnlng our spring work among the vil-
lages—a very hard hut necessary department. Our
schools are doing well, This year we are requiring
two dollars each from the parents of our boys to-
wards their expenses. We think it will have a
healthful, moral influence.

By slow degrees the prejudices of the people
seem to be wearing away. We are received in the
houses and villages in a more friendly spirit than
in former years—still therc is much to be done be-
fore the old suspicion and hatred can be entirely
removed. Our brethiren continue their voluntary
labor of an hour or so on Sabbath mornings before
preaching time. It is having a good eflect upon
them as well as upon those who hear them.

The sufferings of the people of this province
from famine are appalling. "T'wo hundred miles
west of us they are starving by thousands and re-
moving by tens of thonsands—so that Mr. Richarg,
of Ching Chow, thinks that by the time wheat
harvest comes in not more than half the population
will be left—in some districts none. Thousands of
dollars have been sent from Shanghai and other
places to Mr. R, (English Baptist missionary), to
aid in relieving the destitute.

There is much suffering here, but I have only
known of a score or so cases of actual death from
want. The government distributes o dish of gruel
cach day to about twelve hundred people, but this
is suflicient only to keep ofl’ actual starvation, and
our houses are daily besieged by the hungry, shiv-
ering creatures. Provisions of course are very
high—and, to make matters worse, the price of
silver in copper cash has gone down nearly twenty-
five per cent, '

Mr, Crawford and I are thinking of going to the
General Conference of Missionaries at Shanghai in
May. It will doubtless be a meeting of much -
terest and profit, and will repay in our work for the
‘time and money it will cost.

Mrs. ITolmes, though not very strong, is as well
as she is gencrally in the spring. On yesterday
she and I, accompanied by Chang Yun Who, vis-
ited seven difterent villages, teaching the people
the way of life,
this autumn for America, as you already know. He,
is a good boy, and very intellectnal, His going
away will be a sore trlal to his mother. She had

-/ been thinking, until a year or so past, that ghe

would go and remain with him until he is through
college, but the pressing claims of the work upon
her have decided otherwise.

A MISSIONARY, writing from Cape Town, says
the Dutch, Reform Church in South Africa has ex-
hibited more life and cnergy in the last twenty or
thirty years than in two hundred years previously.
JFrom 1665 to 1855 the Church had only established
37 congregations. - Now there are 113 cougrega-
tions, with 220,000 souls, 50 ministers, and many

churches, manses, and schools.

o

We need a new family—a man’

Landrum is expecting to leave .
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Talks with the Children.

+ MisSIONARY GEOGRAPHY—LESsoN No. I.
On the Shape of the Earth.

TIIE WORLD 18 ROUND. I saw not long ago a
gentleman who has lately been all around the
eartli, Ilc is a Mr. Cook, an Engllzh Baptlst, who
‘began about twenty years ago to get up excursions
for Sunday-schools, and then to arrange longer
trips for grown people, till he is now prepared to
take parties almost anywhere. IIe made upa com-
pany in this country to travel a westerly &ourse,
and keep on in the same direction till they got
baek home again, Now get your atlas, and, as I
describe it, sce if you can trace their route,

Starting from New York, they went by rail to
.Chicago, thenee to Omaha, and thence to San
Francisco; from tliere, in a steamship, across the
Pacific Ocean to Japan and Iong Kong, China;
then, in another steamer, down through the China
Sea and up the Bay of Bengal to Caleutta; from
there, by railway, across Ilindoostan to Bombay ;
thenee, again by steamer, through the Arabian aud
Tted Seas and the Suez Canal, into the Mediterra-
nean, and =o to Brindisi; there they again took the
cars up through Italy and through the great Mont
Cenis tunnel into France, and so on up to Calais;
from there theyy crossed the British Channel to
Dover, wheére again they took a train by London to
Liverpool ; and then came in a steamship across
the Atlantic to the place from which they started.
Now wasn’t that a trip !

The party stopped some days at many different
places, and =o it took them more than®six months
to get around, They saw a good many missiona-
ries on the route, and met with hundreds of people
who had been converted to Christ from the wor-
ship of idols; but they saw also thousands who still
Dbow down to pieces of wood orstone and ask these
blocks to take care of them.

Did you ever think that, as the earth is round
and the sky everywhere bends over it, one country
is just about as near the heavens as any other.
The same sun which makes day for us, shines also,
and since its creation has been shining, on China as
well ag on America. , The same old moon, which
" you look at, beamed upon the garden of Eden,
and on that other garden where the second Adam
one night prayed till in his agony his sweat was as
it were drops of blood, and it ghinecs, even more
softly than here, on the vine-clad hills and terraced
gardens of Italy. 'Ihe same stars that twinkle for
you, are also seen, faint and far oft, but very
bright, by our missionaries in Africa. God, too,
the maker of sun, moon, and stars, is just as near
to these men in heathen lands as he isfo us. We
can send them a message through Iim in less time
than by telegraph. If you were to heara foreigner
praying you could not tell what he asked for, but
God understands him. IHis eye looks iuto the
hearts of all the heathen as well as into yours; his
ear is bent down to catch the faintest and feeblest
prayer, no matter what part of the world it comes

from, and his hand is outstretched to give blessings

wherever they are sought.

The surface of the earth ia not entlrely smooth.
Somg parts are thrown up so high that we call
them mountains, and some are =o low that all the
rivers run into them, and we call them seas and
occans; but therc is not much differcnce after all
between the top of thic highest land and the bot-
tom of the deepest water. The moon has a
rougher surface than the carth, but, as it glides
through the clouds, it looks to us assmooth as a
China plate. So it is with men, some are higher

und nobler and betler than some others, but it is
only beeause God has given them good parents and
good opportunities, and as he looks down upon us
from his perfect holiness, he sees us all, in onr
heatts, very much alike.  All have sinned and come
short of the glory of God. All alike, whether
raised in the light of a Christinn country or grow-
ing up in the darkness of paganism, need the con-
verting grace of God, and can be saved only
through the death of our Lord Jesus Christ, T'he
gospel is thé power of God unto salvation to every
one that belleveth, and he is no respecter of per-
sONs, .

Here now are some questions on this lesson.
Find out answers for yourself to as many of them
as you cuan, and get mother or sister to help you
with the rest.

QuesTIONS. 1. In going round the world by
the route described, what misslon stations of the
Southern Baptist Convention would you pass? 2,
What missiouaries occupy these stations? 3. -‘What
do the people in China worship? 4, Can their
gods save them? &, What form of religion pre-
vails in Italy? 6. Are these people any worse by
nature than we are? 7. What has God dong for
us move than for them? 8, Is he willing to bless
ancd save them too?—Sce Rom. X: 12, 9, How
can they be led to call on him?—Rom, X : 14-15,
10. Can children do anything for the cause of
missions?

THE TWO WELLS,
I remember to have read somewliere, or to have
heard long ago, a story which ran, as near as 1
can recollect, about as follows:

Onee upon o time there was no rain for many
days. So great was the drought that every green
herb withered, and all the brooks wasted away and
the fountains ccased to tlow., Now in a certain
village there were hard by unto each other two
wells, which were exeteeding deep, and contained
vet some water, when all the rest were quite dried
up. And it canie to pass that all the people came
to quench their thirst ; but the man to whom be-
longed the court in which one well had been dug,
spake roughly to his neighbors, aud suid: “Tlie
dearth is great, the heavens are as brass, and give
no sign of rain, and my well is alveady very low, 1
canuot give unto you lest there be not enough for
me and for mine own honse.””  So he drave them
away, and therewith he barred up his gates, and
made them fast that none wight enter.  Moreover,
hie bade his servants draw no longer with pitchers,
but with httle cups only. But he to whom the
other well belonged, was of another gpirit, and lie
said within himself : *¢*Ifath God blessed me for
myself alone?’ So he threw open lis gates, and
called to the thirsting ones that passed by, saying,
Purn in hither, for I have yet a little water, and
draw for yourselves, and for your Jittle ones that
ye perish not,”” Now, when they turned in and
drank, Dbehold, the water was lowered, and the
stream, deep down in the veins of the rock, which
was wont to feed both wellg, was turned away from
the one and flowed full into the other. So in a
few days the one which was not used grew stag-
nant, and soon its water was good for naught,
while the other kept clear and sweet, and yiclded
an abundant supply, cven till the raius came again,

Such is the story., I cannot say that it is cer-
tainly true, but it teaches us to give, not when we
have a plenty, but when others have need, and It
illustrates what we know is true, for the wisest of
men has said: )

**There e that scattereth and yet increaseth;
That withholdeth more than is meet, but, it tendeth
to poverty.

The liberal soul shall be made fat; and
J1e that watereth, shall bo watered also himself,”

SUNDAY-8CHOOL MISSIONARY SOCIETIES,

The April number of the FoREIGN MIsSION
JOURNAL speaks of the formation of numercus
women’s societies In Georgia, Virginia, .Alabama,
and other States. Let thein be multipled! They
will give a great fmpulse to the missionary work.
They will call forth interest in hehalf of the faith-
ful- workers in foreign lands; prayer will be
quickened, and donations multiplied.

We hope that Sunday-school missionary bandy |
will be orgunized in every State  Begin with th
children, Membership in o juvenile soclety, whep
a little boy, awakened an interest n misslonary
work, especifally in behaolf of the Indinns, (for our
money sustained an Tudian boy In a misslon schoo)),
whielt will never cease. By all means form a mis
sionary soclety in every Sunday-school, sceuring
one cent a week from each scholar,  As fast g
formed report the fact to the JOURNAT, and let
publish them as No. 1, No. 2, &e., in the children's §
column,

: 'I". 8. MALco,

L

OxLY forty years ago Fiji Islanders feasted on |
humnn fleslt,  Now no less than forty thousand chil
dren attend Sunday-school, and thousands of the
people are earnest, consistant Christians,

c@re

RECEIPTS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS
Frod May 181 To DIAY 2410, 1877,
WEST VIRGINIA,—* Massie," &1,

SouTH JAROLINA.—Greenwoeod ch,, by J. S, Jordan, 46.60; i
J. Lide Wilson, #1; Swift Creek chi,, by . E. E, Camphdl g
and It N, Howle, A2; J. O. Hudson, 3d Div, 12 Mile River &
Asso,, $3,60; J, D, Pitts, Hurricane ch,, 23; Huntsville ch,
%33 2 Misslon and 8, 8. Union of R, IR, Asso,, $11.20, Jas, A &
Hoyt, See, and Tr, IXx. Bd, S, Arso,, #12,10; Miss M, E
MeIntosh, Ch, C. C. for W, M. of S, C,, b’\' Jno, Stout, ot §
Misz Whilden's snlary, %254.08; Coluanhia Haptist ch,, by A, E3
13, Woodltin, #40.45; Quo, WV, Mclver, for Cit, Sq. Ch,, $100; §
Y. M, DL S, Cit, Sqg, ch,, %25; 8, S, Cit, Sq. ch., $50; Ohorles ¥
ton Assgo,, #1,05; Mrs, Melville Mellichamp, by T. W, Meli £
champ, tlcts. ; Marlboro Union, by R A, Douglax, Tr,, $9.2: &
Miss M. E. MclIntosh, Ch, C. Q. for 8, C,, %27.30; Bethel b, 53
l:‘y L. O, Ezell, by Dr. Broandus, %7.60; Groenvillu ch,, byJ. §i
C. Smith, $242,05 Greenville 8. 8., #2—~totul, %,825.76..

VidiNta.—~DPetersburg chi,, by T, T, Laton, &1; A member, 8
Muddy Creek chi., %2.50; Thos, ¥, Tanuner, $25; Mrs, Gard- if
ner, 31 Mary A, Yass, #1; J, A, Belvin, 3205 1%, C, Endalley
and wife, #1; Flat Run ch,, by ¥ 1. Willis, 478.75; George
J. Clark, #1; Churlottesvillo Bap, ch, by K. B. Tupper, {1
#13.08; Lower Northampton 8. S., by W, T. Hundley, for }]
Mrs, Crawford’s school, $4.00; 1.. M. S,, Charlottesvillech., k:
by K. I3, Tupper, §21,20—total, #170.12.

NorTIl CAROLINA—LIittla Annic CGrifiith, isl;, Rockr
ﬂoum, by R. Newton, %1; DMiss N, E. Matthews, p2—total

Missouni—@G, W, Iyde, 32.16; R. S, Duncan, ageny
$227,63; J. L. Tichenor, 15¢1s,; J. 1, Tichienor, for membet
Relhoboth ch,, 45.35—total, %235,28,

TEXAS.—Searsyville ch,, by B, I°, Stevens, $5; W. I3, War.
ren, #10; Tyler's Baptist ch., by J. H. Stribling, ’97.&:%
Bosqueville ¢h,, by brother Carroll, %7 Robinsonvitle eh., b ;’
brother Carroll, #3; Bryan ch,, by J, P, MelLelland, $50;C ¥4
N. Hines, Tr, Trian Asso., by brother Creath, £17; J. B B3
Link, 8113.60; I'r, Law, for Mvs, 3, Hodges, #5; J. M. Zin
x‘m:sgﬁnmn, #5; Tryon h., #240; G. B. Davis, #2,60«!0&1,‘&
230,

4

FLorIDA,—~DParan ch, Miss, So¢'y, by J. T. Canthen, 48.5; ;
Fla. Bap., Asso, by A, O. McCants, £3,20; Pensacola ch, by
Jno, Wilmer, 17,60 —total, 423,20, '

KENTUCKY,—Shielhyvillo ch.,, $58,14; Butfnlo Licke ch., 45 1Y
Wi, Harrls, Last ch,, Louisvilie, #20; R. L, "
agent, &30; Clinton ch,, by J. 1, Butler, ¥16,20; Mahold §
Bawling, ¥5; Mayilcld ch,, %27,25~—totnl, %181.50, ;

Mississirrs.—Colored chx,, by A, V., Rowe, #10.10; Veron: 3
ch,, by J, T, Christian, #3.20; Canton ch., by W. A, NMaso, [§
2203 Jno. B. Statham, £10: Mattie Statham, 53 Mrs, Choran ¥
Tr. W, M. Soc'y Cen, Miss,, for house for Mrs, Sien, &4 f=
Central Arso., by J. Woodall, $25; 15 %, Simmnons, agest b
%74.62, sundry parties, by J, B, Hamberlin, $19; J, G, I
Sr., by brother Tladdiek, &0cts, ; an old Iady, £ouws,; Ma
Dary Michael, for Lrother David, &5; Dr. J. R, Sample,$-
total, #165.92.

Gronara.—W, M, IHowell, for Blim ch,, $3; W, D, Hov IS
ell, for Shady Grove ch., #2; F, I. 8., Cartersville, by Mn i
B. P, Godfrey, Sec.. for Miss Lottio Maon, $16.65; New Si (i
bnry Asso,, by A, 1% Abell, clerk, 750ts.; A, W, Buford, i g
Kingston ch., %4.46; A, W, Buford, for Rowland's Spring ¢ §
#3.20; Reedy Creek ch,, bf; brother Kilpatriclk, %8.3u; Whit
Pinins, by J. I, Kilpatrick, §40—total, $87.25,

TENNESAEE.~McMillan Station, &3; W, J. 1, Allen, ‘3§ i
James Bashaw, by A, Sperry, §35; J, L, Humphreys, bics; S
Humbolt ch,, by Lrother Senter, £5,85; Pleasant Plains cb, (8
#4; Mayfleld & Pope, for sundry parties, $76.16; Infant clss 2
of Central ch,, Mcmphis, by Dr, Landrn, #10; New Hop B
well ch,, by J. 1L, Cotthrop, #1,35—total, 108,36,

LouisiaNA,~Concord Bap, Asso,, by It, J. Tabor, #iK
Trenton ch,, by W, O. Friley, §21,76; Baton Rouge 3
Soc'y, by Miss Allen, #10; mass meeting at 8. 13, G, nt N, b )g
(of which #73.06, by J. A, Ilincket, which incindes #18.80
colored ch, of Shiréveport, La.,) §202.00—total, $233.65,

ALATAMA,—James 1, Sampey, &45; Dr, NeIntosh, for ngg !
Rice’s 8. S. class, Greenville, #1.165 Dr, Mclntosh, for l'o
ville ¢h,, #6; Tuscaloosa chi., by pastor, $15.60; D. A.
noy and wife, #2; Huntsville ch,, &5 ; Miss Traylor, Tr. %ﬂ’
Soc'y of Town Creek, $1,65; Mrs, L. V., Alexander of
kegce, §#8—totul, 347,30,

ARKANSAS,~Tairplay ch,, by J, Tucker, &1.50;
Assgo., by J, M, Perdue, &en.bo;yc}. Noosewcll, #5; Bartho¥
mew Asso,, by S, T, W, Meek, $24—total, $42,

MARYLAND.—Barnsville ch., by Miss Laura R. Goth
AGGREGATE, §2,395.63,

m,
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