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LETTERS ANSWERED AND UNANSWERED,

At this season of the year the number of letters
coming to the Home Mission Board is always so
great that it is impossible for each one to receive an
Individual reply. All letters recelved are read and
the Corresponding Secretary undertakes to sither
reply In person or direct replies made to all that
seem to specially require it.

Many, very many of these letters are so cordial,
so freighted with expressions of fraternal greeting
and encouragement that it Is a real privation not to
be able to write a special reply to each one.

Since, on account of the pressure of a multiplicity
of important duties, it has been found to be out of
the question to write in reply to all the very kind
letters recelved, we desire to make this public ac-
knowledgement of the uniform kindness of breth-
ren and sisters all over the South. These letters
have lightened the burden of excessive toil, stimu-
lated renewed effort and, in a measure, relleved
anxious solicitude. When we consider them asa
whole we are constrained to say, surely the Spirit of
the Lord Is moving upon the hearts of His people.
Hels blessing them, and we will trust’them tocome
“to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord
against the might.”” This is the battle the Home
Mission Board Is fighting. It is your Board; obey-
ing your orders in the name of your Master.
Success or failure is Involved in your giving or
your withholdIng support.

. o »

‘The books of the Home Board Treasurer will
close for the year on April 30th. Only one month
from this time. Oh! what days of anxiety these
will be. Brethren, helr now, help promptly and
substantially, The Board needs immediate and
greatly enlarged contributions.

Read what Dr. Kerfoot says in this issue
about subscribing for the HOME FIELD.

The Annual Report of thc North Carolina
State Mission Board, adopted at the last State
Convention, contains the following :

““The success of every Interest to which Southern
Baptists are committed Is In 2 measurs dependént
upon the efficiency and support given to our Home
Mission Board. Its work is basll work, and s im-
portant not only In preparing the way and laying
the foundations upon which the denomination may
bulld, but also in fostering and developing weak
and importantinterests in many of our Southern
States, It has been sald that “Home Missions
have always been the chief source of all other mis.
slonary and educational enterprises.”

““If we are ever going to enlarge our missionary
forces abroad, reinforce old fields and occupy new
ones, we must develop our resources at home. The
truth is, the extention of the Foreign Misslon wark
during the past quarter of a century is due In no

small degree to the results of Home Mission opera-
tions. There are hundreds of churches all over our
land which aré now poufing their offerings into our
Foreign Mission treasury which were founded and
fostered by our Home Mission Boards. If enlarge-
ment Is to go on In the forelgn work it must be by
the samé process.”

The field of our Home Board embraces all the'

States south of and including Maryland, Kentucky,
and Missourl, together with Oklahoma and Indian
Territorles, and the Island of Cuba.

The work of the Board is largely co-operative
and is naturally divided into the following general
departments: Mountain Reglons, Frontier Work,
Forelgn Population, Work Among the Negroes,
Work in Cities and Cuba, ~

The number of missionaries employed this year
was 653 against 467 last year. Baptisms this year
6,552 against 4,730 last year. Total additions to
churches'thls year 12,083 agalnst 9,500 last year.
Sunday Schools organized this year 512 with 14,768
teachers and pupils, against 297 with 7,710 teachers
and pupils last year.

The Home Mission Board has sent out under an-
nual appolntment, since its organization, 7,270 mis-
sionariss who have reported 160,863 additions to
churches, and have constituted 2,789 churches. It
has established about one-seventh of all the white
churches within the Southern Baptist Convention.

Many of you have received special commu- | =
nications recently from the Corresponding |

Please at-
Our books

Secretary. The time is short.
tend tothe request immediately.
close April 3oth.

A pastor in Alabama, in a recent letter to
the Home Board, said:
““If my churches don’t give twice as much for

missions as they have ever given before | will make

it so.” -

A young layman in North Carolina writes: |
“1 will see if | can not both do more myself and |

cause others to do more to the extent of $10 or $20
than they probably wsuld have done. Home work
is the basis of all work for the Lord.”

How many will catch the spirit of these
two brethren? Some havedt-already. Oth-
ers will acquire it. - But if every pastor felt
the burden of giving for the cause of mis-
STonS A8 this Dbrother does, and if every
saved person realized the supreme impor-
tance of strengthening the “*basis of all work
for the Lord,”” as this young layman does,
and if ail had the determination indicated
by both these brethren a trumpet blast
would be heard at the next meeting of the
Southern Baptist Convention whose echoes
would reach the nations of the earth.

Brother, have you attended to the request
recently made by the Corresponding Sec-
retary?  The time is short. =~ Please hurry.

SPECIAL COPIES.

We are sending out special copies of OUR
HOME FIELD this month to pastors. If you area
subscriber please hand the special copy to some one
whom It may interest In the cause of Missions.

A sister writing from an important county site in
Oklahoma says:

I can not belleve there has ever been a cry from
foreign fields, or destitute home fields, that should
call for so prompt a response as this place.”

The facts so.forcibly presented by the sister
from whom we quote, warrant the conclusion that
the Home Board ought to give the assistance asked
for. This Is an illustration of the appeals that ars
constantly coming to the Board, many of which
havef to be sorrowfully denfed for lack of funds.
Brethren, this ought not to be so. If the Baptists
of the South would do thelr duty te thelr neighbors,
their fellow citizens, their kindred it would not
be so.

Sisters, have you attended to the request
recently made by the Corresponding Secre-
tary? The time is short. Please hurry,

.
Are you golng to forget to do as Dr. Kerfoot re-
quests about subscribing for the HOME FIELD?

SPECIAL.
Delegates Take Notice:

R

Special train service has been ar-
ranged for the accommodation of
Delegates and their friends attend-
ing Convention at Hot Springs,

May 12-17th,

by the Iron Mountain Route, Par-
ticulars as to leaving time, sched-
ule, etc., from Memphis, will be
given later

J. E. REHLANDER, T. P, A.

Cha a, Tenn..

DENSMORE
f. 5. v il
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their hear,ts',may sometimes ,maké mistakés.
In addition to this, there are doctrinal differ-
 ences among the brethren in these Territo-

"X iries. Some are very strong land-markers,
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We send out this manth a large number
of extra copies of the HOME FIELD. We
- earnestly request ' you, kind reader, to
send us five two-cent stamps and your name
and address in order that we may send this
paper to y'ca for the next year,  Think of it!
A paper for a whole year for {ep ceatst It
must be evident to you that we are not pro-
posing to do this for the money that is in it
This is iue. What we want is that you
will give us the opportunity to keep you
posted about Home Missions.  We can send
out this information in the HOME FIELD far
cheaper than we <an in tracts, or in any
other way. Brother, sister, if you are not
already 2 subscriber, stop right now, bafore
* Jou forgsl it and put ten cents in an envel-

ope, with  your name and address, and di- |

rectitto The HOME FIELD, Atlanta, Ga,
- And then just as soon as you can get where
. the stamps are, exchange the ten cents for
stamps, and seod them on. Do it now,
please, Right now. You will forget if you
. wait five minutes. - i
e P HOKERFOOT, Cor: Sec.
. P.SIf you will send 8250 we will
- send you fifty copies each month fora whole
year, and you can distribute them free in
. yourchurch. Think of how much good you
" might thus dol. - : :

INDIAN AND OKLAHOMA TERRITORIES.

The Sécretary has recently made a trip

- to the Indian and Oklahoma Territories,
where a large part of our Frontier Mission

work is being done. It has been known to
many pecple for some time that very serious
complications had sprung” up in connection

with the work in these Territories. The

* Home Mission Society of New York and our
Home Mission Board Rave both been sus-

taining  missionaries on these fields. This

- of itself gave opportunity for frictions, since
human nature 1S not always infallible, and

even peoplewho have the grace of Godin

‘or anti-alien-immersionists, at least, and
some are just as strongly inclined the other
way. These doctrinal differences became
greatly accentuated by the very fact that
there are two different Boards trying to oc-
cupy the same territory.  Tosuch an ex-
tent has this grown, that in each of the Ter-
ritories there are two different rival Terri-
torial Conventions. One of these affiliates
with the Home Mission Society, and the
other with the Home Mission Board.
- - -

These differences and misunderstandings
had gone to such a length that it became
evident that something must be done to
bring the breth-en on these important fields
into harmony and co-operation if possible.
After much time spent in arranging for con-
ferences, a committee of five from the Home
Mission Society, five from the Home Mission
Board, and five from each of the Conven-
tions in the Indian Territory met at South
McAlster on the 8th of March, A similar
meeting for Oklahoma Territory met at
Oklahoma City on the rith of March. The
brethren came together realizing the gravity
of the situation. It was felt by all that
some’hing must be done to correct these
troubles. The brethren realized also that
these difficulties could only be met and grap-
pled with in a kind and fraternal Christian

 spirit. It was agreed that this was no time

for one side or the other to be seeking or
claiming a victory,  The guidance of God's
Holy Spirit was earnestly sought for the de-

tracted, pain€-taking and exhaustive,

It was felt that if the matter was taken
up here in the right spirit, the result would
go far towards simplifying the work to be
done by us in the Conference in Oklahoma.,

in this month’s issue of OUR HOME FIELD
for a full account of the work in these Con-
ferences. 1am glad to report, however,
that they were conducted throughout ina
spirit of conciliation and brotherly kindness.
One difficulty after another was patiently

met and_grappled with, and gotten out of
'tmﬂans were devised and heartily

agreed to, looking to the merging of the two

i Conventions. in the Indian Territory, and

 bringing the brethren together upon terms
“or mutual respect and due self-respect.  All
necessary arrfingements were made for car-
rying the plans agreed upon into éxecution.
The brethren who hadgat for solong claspsd
hands, and sang “Blest be the tie that
binds'' and **Praise God from whom all
‘blessings flow.”” Ino the Oklahoma Terri-
tory egually - safisfactory  results  were

reached.
- * R

Of course these conferences had noeccle-

only wrought out the plan.  This plan was

our

liberation of thesg-Conferences.  The Con- |
ference in "t}gxiian Territory was pro-

| This proved to be true. There is not space

. Home Board.

sigstical und final power of any kind. They | lot

hwever, unanimously agreed to ty the
representatives of the of the Boards and all
the organizations concerned; and it was cor-

dially recommended by them to the different

bodies which they represented. It is confi-

 dently expected that these Bodies will,

with the same cordiality, ratify the plans

suggested, » If so, we may ' trust that the

troubles in the Indian avd  Oklahoma
Territories are matters of the past, and that
Mission work in tHese Territories, so rich
and promising and filling up so rapidly with
people from the very best portion of the

land, we'il go forward with most gratifying

success.  We all came away feeling that
God’s grace had gloriously triumphed.
Those who have been interested.hereto-
fore in Frontier Missions may take fresh
courage as to the work of these Territories,
and feel now doubly stimlated to push this

work with with might and main, in order

that these beautiful sections of our country
may have churches planted in them suffi-
cient to meet the demands of the rapidly in-
creasing population,
¥k

The committee which represented ‘the
Home Mission Board in the Conferences,
aluded 1o above, were the Corresponding
Secretary, Rev. J. M. Frost, D. D., and

‘Rev. A. J. Hoit, D. D, of Nashville, Tenn.;

and Rev. J. B. Gambrell, D, D., and R. C.
Buckper. D. D., of Texas.

HOME MISSION IN THE LARGE CITIES,

Since the Correspondiug Secretary returned from
Cuba, besides .much other work, in the office, ne
has t some time examining and inquirtog into
ome Mission work In several of the large
cities of the South.

About the middie of January, by special request
of the brethren, he visited toe city of New Oricans.
It is enpugh to stir one’s heart, even as Paul’s
eart was stirred In the city of Athens, to see a
eat city of 300,000 [nhabitants in our own

thern country, so largely given up to in-
fluences that are altogether hostlle to the trus
religlon of Jesus Christ. it makes one realize,
as never before, the Importance of begloning
‘Mission work with the very beginning of our new
towns. The foreign spirit and a religion foreign to
the simple taith of the Bible took possession of the
city of New Orleans, and grew with Its growt
tong befors the Baptists began to makeany im-
pression upon it. Aad to this day there Is scarcely a
cltv on the American Contlnent where it is harder
to do successful Mission work than in New Or-
feans.’ .
% ® % @

Our Baptist folkk In New Orleans are a feeble
follke. Brother D, G. Whittinghill holds the fort at
the Coliseum Baptist Church. This is about the
only self-sustaining church that the Baptist have
in the whole city, Brother C. V. Edwards preaches
at the First Church, which is helped by the Home
Misslon Board. Brother C, W. Tomkies is at the
Vatance St. Church, which is alsa” helped by the
Brother D, F. Lawrencepreaches at
the Fifth Baptist Church, which recently went off
from the Valance St. Church, and for the presant
islocated unduly close to the church from which
ftwentout. Itis haped, however, that, ere long, a
new Jocatlon will be secured, so' that these two
weak churches will not trench one upon the territory
of the other,

L oBEe Seil

The most hobeful fadication in New Orleans at
the preasnttime is' 3 movement on tae part of
Brother A. G Moseley and his earnest band of
workers'to build a new house uoon_ a most eligihle
fot which has been secured on St. Charles Ave.. in
a rapidly growing and prosperous section of the city,
The Home Board preposes to take hold of this
movemant with Brother Maseley in real earnest-
ness, and (tis ta be hoped that, erslong, an attrac-
tive and beautifol chapel will be erected upon the

We will referto the condition, necessities and
autlook in some otlier large cities in next issue.

oy
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