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THE ANNUAL REPORT

Of the'Home Mission Board submitted to 
the Convention at Savannah contained the 
following forceful conclusion:

There are two departnicnU of our work that are 
reaching a really serious comlition. They are the 
Foreigners and the Cities. The two are closely 
related because many foreigners hod homes in our 

S-, '. ' cities. •
s5 , The amount the Board has felt able to us: in ef-
’I forts to supply the destitution among the foreign
g population has been too little to meet the condi­

tions confronting us. The tide wilt uot wait, we 
ratist meet it or we will be deluged by the errors, 
irreligion and godlessness of these people. '

Within a few years we are to have several cities i the gosjwl throughout all the earth.
i : like New Orleans unless sufficient work of the.......................
S; 4 right sort is done very soon. We can prevent such

a painful religious situation if we will do what 
t ought to be done now.

If tbe Home Mission BoanI could have {roo.uoo 
0.:' , - for current use, tbe,e is before it a future of hope, 
s'■ : : -ful, effective service. If the denomination cannot 

; Bse this imperative need, a few years only will be 
rttiuired to disclose a mistake of sorrowful magni- 

■ tude. The Board is unwilling lobe regarded as 
s; an alarmist, hnt the fsets confronting our Zion 

' make the simple truth startling,
are four Stales—Maryland. I.ouisUna.

,' Texas and Missouri—either one of which has 
enough destitution to call for all our efforts. Will 
the denomination hear the solemn warning given 
by their Watchman on the Ulall ?

■FISA.NCES ASt> COStCkUSIOX.

• The following comprehen.sive and inter- 
csting report of the Committee of the Cou; | history of thU Convention have such Kreat res^r- 
vention at Savannah on the Finances and! ami obligations prcsewtetl tbemsdves. If

our positioaasA religious force in the ^uthem 
SlateSg we xmist keep up with this development.

The Baptists within the territory of this Con.- 
venlioo arc strong in numbers, but, for the most 
part, weak in development. So weak, indeed, 
that in shifting from the country to the cities, a» 
they are yearly doing by tW many fall
a prey to the evil forces in their new surroundings, 
and are lost to the denomtnatiun, as are »fso t^Tr 
faittilies.

The supreme *;eed of our Baptist, people io the 
South, to-day, is such an enlightenment and de­
velopment of all our people as will make co-oper­
ation an easy and delightful possihUit\’, Wc may 
not hope to even approximate our duty to. tbe 
heathen world, os long as ot>r people on tbe home 
fields are untaught and undeveloped. The true 
significance of Home Missions is Foreign Missions. 
We can never l*e strong abroad until wc enlighten 
and enlist our people at home.* It is especially 
the function of tbe Home HoanI to lead on this 
great home deld and among these hundreds of 
thousands of Coii’s redeemed people, xu n move­
ment to enlist them in one sucrctl effort to spread

Money spent
in the enlightenment and enlistment of thy B;ip- 
tists of the South is money spent precisely where 
it will count for the most in the evangelization of 
the entire world. Tbe singular and humiliating 
weakness of S<mthcrn Baptists is the want of 
sound New Testament church life, gathered around 
tbe one great porj)Osc for which Christ dicd,.aiul 
for which saints and churches ■live in the world.

The commission lies in three divisions: First, 
universal evangelization: second, baptizing: liiird, 
tlieteaching of all thing.s commanded by the Mas­
ter. Baptist.4 have l>een mea.surably strong on the 
first part of the commission. • They have been very 
strong on the secoml part. But they have been 
distressingly weak on the third part. Unlewi we 
shall inter vigorously iijwn church culture for edi- 
iication and service, all the future must he charac- 

.terlzed by wcaknesi« at home ami jminful weak­
ness abroad.

Vour Committee feels that at no time in the

Conclusion of the Annual Report of the* 
Home ^ifission Board wa$ unanimously 
adopte<1 by the Convention.

REJXJRT OK COMMITTKE.

we .shall make ourselves strong in all tbe centers, 
not merely for the sake of being strong in the cen­
ters, hut for the sake of tlie evangelizition of llie 
whole world; if we shall enlighten and enlist the 
humlrcds of thousands of Baptists in the Soulh, 

Your CoumiUtee conceives it to Iw the busine»s : now largely iuaciive ami sadly inefficiem, the 
of the Home Hoard, in co-operation wiU> the sev- i next generation will witness in these Isoulheru 
eral Slate Boards, to care for the home field. The | States the greatest force of C>odpeople
ii^ds of tlie home field are very many, aud very 
urgent. There arc yet large districts in which

■i: ^
msitii

over mar.sliale<i on the face of this eardi for the 
conquest of the world to the oI>vilicnce of faith, 

there is ueed for many churches. Our gnmiug ■ Your (^omn^^^rcjoice?* to note the increase in 
cidesmake the most important ami the most ur- ' ih^receiptson^^ Board dunng the past year, but 
gent denominational situation. We are now, in | regret exceedingly that llw resources of the Bo>ird 
our Southern States, well started on a marvelous | are *o utterly inadequate to the nec<ls of the great 
careef of industrial dc>'elopmcnt. While wc are ; home field. ^ U seems 4o be a mailer beyond doubt 
well sUrt«l, we are still only started. What has i that we must either do a great deal more to uUli/i; 
Iieen <lo«e io the South, in the way of industrial ! our restMirccs in tbe South, uot only for the South, 
development, are only indications of what may be [ but for the whole world, or else we must relatively 
-done ami will lie done for an indefinite period, ( do a great dealles*. With the new and vigofous 
Tlie country now is fully conimitteii to the Isth. | commercial life in the South, aud the complete 
intan Canal, which, when complcteti, will diaage ‘ upheaval of the oM order of things in the indust- 
the current* of commerce ihroughoul Uie world | trial world, the quiet and easy mcthoiU of the 
It will give to the Unite<l State* a new front, and ; will not to save the future. This Conven-
wiB make the Gulf of Mexico the *cea« of tremen-1 tiou coufronts a situation. We must either grap- 
dou* commercial activity, Thi* mean* the spe'^dy | pic vigorously with it <rr eW we must drift with 
culargement of ail the citie* along the coast, and the current and largely lose our uiostery a de- 
tlie vaMly tnercated wealth of every part of ih« | nowinalioji. The udlization of all our forces is 
territcay of this Convention, If we are not; to lose ‘ the supreme need of the hour, and that m^ps- the

aimnucu ami carnesuy urgea xnai me pasion 
the heaven apiKunted leaders of their fl<>cks. 
feel very deeply that no pastor is faithful to 
or to the dock over which the Holv Ghost ni:

thorough. Actiptural trainisg of the churches. 
There ought not to be another church planteil or 
iissisled in all our territory that will stand for less 
than the pleaching of the gospel, boUi at hom< 
and to every creature under heaven. This is the . 
matter, that llfis Convention neeils most of all now 
to lay to heart.

The winning of the vast hordes of foreigners 
have come, and are coming, to our shores, is 

surely a matter of tlie gravest imporUnce. The 
winning of a single foreigner oicaiw generally the 
turning of » current of human life fr<mt the wrong 
to the right, which will goon indcJlnilely. We 
have already lost greatly by failure to meet, for- 
eiguers willi the gospel, as they have come among 
us.

Your Committee recommends that the Home 
Board, co-operating with the several Stale Board.s, 
do everytliing possible to cheer and assist the pj«s- 
tor* of the mm contributing churches. It is freelv 
admiitcil ami earnestly urged that the pastors are

God
Holy Ghost •niake'i 

a pastor the overseer, or to the lost world, unless 
he docs all witliin his |x>wer to enlist the church, 
and every meinber of the church, in the Christi.an 
appointe^l work of preaching the gfksjwl to every 
creature. A p.i.stor needs to feel that failure on 
thi.s vital matter disipi-alifies him to lie pastor. 
And for such failure both Go<l and men will hohl 
him to lic primarily res}x>nsiblc. But a broad, 
New Testament conception of missionary opera­
tions cannot leavcv out of view the fact tfiat Loth 
churches and iui>«tors neetl help at this vital point. 
Paul Wsis not only a mis.siomiry to those without 
the gi>sj>cl. Wit be was also a missionary to the 
churches, to add to their clficicncy by timely Annd 
neede<l teaching, ami to strengthen the lliing-s 
Uwt remained and wert: ready to )>erish. No con­
ception of missions is complete ih.it does, not «m- 
template missions to weak ami umleveloplU * 
churches, as well as missions wlieic the gospel ha* 
never been preaVhed at all.

Your Coimuiltee. profoundly anxious for the 
enlisiment of all God’s Ij^tizeil jieonle. in one- ’ 
sacred and never ceasing effort to evangeli/e this 
sin-cursed earth, would specially appeal to the 
editors of our denominaticmal papers, as never l»c- - 
fore, to assist the pastors and tne Boanls in one 
long, strong effort to enlighten and enlist our 
Bapti>^t multitudes in every city, town, village and 
country place of all our wide lerriiory. The prolv- 
1cm of progress in the <{enomiiiation is wry 
largely the problem of the denominational iicvi.v 
jmper. If our paj>ers shall continually mU^ions 
in the wry forefront of their columns, if they 
shall ♦.'onlnbute. according to their marvelous oj>- 
portunilics, to tbe. enlightenment of the |)Coi)le: if 
they shsill rightly study the things that mate for 
|>eace ami progress, then almost aiiytlliug will lie* 
j«>*.sihle to our people, .and that within a few 
years/,' '

Your Conimiltoe iKiWevejrthe suggesiions of tlie 
Board to In.* wise, ami iw eamesliy pray thui this 
Convention may see it-s day of op|x>ftunity, Wc 
insist further that we cannot delay the. advance 
movement on the home field.j^^cmt impairing 
the vitalit)- ami strength of alrour missionary <>jj- 
eratious. llctw*t-eri the work of the Home lioani 
aud the foreign Hoard there is ihc most vital con­
nection \Veaknes.s nt h<m»e means weakness 
.abroad. And weakness abroad Uieans weakness .at 
home. Fvei v church phmtet.1 on the home field, 
and cultttiwd. after the New'Tcstauient idea. lie- 
cosuts-5 Foreign Missiou force.

We Indieve that liuring the coining year South- - 
ern IhtpUsts ought to raise not less Than two hun­
dred th<m«;md ilollars to enable the Home Bojvrd 
to grapple with the tremeudmi* situation uuw 
coidromiitg the Baptists of the l>outb, we so rec- : 
ommeudv
Respectfully 8ubiuiU«di by the Committee,
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