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Home Missions and Church Development
C. W . BLANCHARD. W ilson. North Carotin*

E  H A V E  some conservative leaders who are always slow to join 
.in new religious enterprises. Their council is often valuable and 
should be respected. We really have no time in the K in g’s busi­
ness in undoing mischievous blunders which might be avoided.

On the other hand, we are subject to loss, and often experience 
it, because the way is blocked by a small conservatism. A  mar­

velous truth: Baptists have made few damaging mistakes in their work. This, 
too, in the face of the fact that they have all the while been pathfinders in 

.evangelistic method and agencies.
Our past history assures us that we may trust Southern Baptists to go 

right— when they go! Our only anxious care is that they sometimes demon­
strate the philosophy that “ large bodies move slowly.”

, The Enlarging Field of Missions.

The adventure made by the Home Board in evangelism met with much dis­
favor at first by some of our very best spirits. But the wisdom of the service 
has now been demonstrated. Its power needs to be multiplied. We needed a 
s*ne evangelism, under denominational d iction  to correct the silly tendencies 
of much of the independent work being done. Our State Boards were over­
loaded with structural work in destitute places within their borders, and it was 
not compatible with their condition, financially,, to inaugurate a move of the- 
kind for large cities and centres of influence. Surely the experimental stage 
of the Home Board’s evangelistic work has passed, and every man acknowledges 
it as a legitimate field for the Board.

The educational work has equally vindicated the wisdom of the Board in 
entering that field, and.who would dare advise the withdrawal of its grasp from 
this most essential phase of our- evangelistic program ? In this article I  hope 
to show the immediate and intense need of the Board’s making this department 
of its work more general. As “ day unto day uttereth speech,”  the churches 
of God are warned that education is a part, and a very essential part, of the 
work we have got to do in Christianizing the world.
t Now, I  am about to plead for the Board to add a new department, one 
that has weighed heavily upon my mind for sixteen years. About that time 
I  began a systematic campaign of the North Carolina field. I. have been much 
thrown with the pastors and churches of this great Baptist State. T know them 
qnd their conditions and the great difficulties they have to meet, and I  believe 
|he time is ripe for the Home Board to add a department that will look to



4 THE HOME FIELD
the development of weak churches In rural 
sections and small towns. I would assign . 
this work especially to the Home Board 
because practically the same conditions 
will be found in all the States* and the 
State Boards is overloaded with cares. In­
deed, as in the work of education, It should j 
doubtless be a co-operative work of the 

''Home Board and the State Boards.

Sc^ne Reasons for the Work.

Except that they are more numerous, the 
condition of the country churches has not 
Improved within a quarter of a century. I 
mean as a .whole. The drift of popula­
tion Jto the cities; and the great call of city 

, churches for the strong and able pastora, 
have kept the churches weak and unde­
veloped. Many of'them that Bwayed whole 
communities without rivalry twenty-five 
years ago, have been weakened by strong 
rivalry today.

The conditions have changed, and a new 
program is necessary that they may even 
continue to exist In the future. Many of 
them are newly established rivalries them­
selves, In communities preoccupied by 
others, and nothing but the strongest ap. 
peal to our principles will give them the 
due attention of the people.

These churches represent the numerical 
strength of our people in the South. It is 
estimated that five-sixths of our Southern 
Baptist population lives in the country dis­
tricts and small towns. T&ese form the 
bone and sinew of our civilization in pros­
pect That "the laborer of today will be the 
capitalist of tomonrow,”  is the prophecy 
of much that is not simply literal. The 
preachers of today were once country boys. 
The great leaders in the field of education 
were many of them plow-boys a few years 
•ago. Our statesmen and Jurists, the cap­
tains of industry and leading business men 
everywhere, our Journalists and authors, 
were once country boys.

And, Indeed, if we call the roll of our 
great city churches, we shall find that four- 
fifths of the church-going people in the 
cities came from the country. Does this 
not show us too plainly where our Bap­
tist pasturage IS? The condition of the 
stalk in the plant-bed has much to do with 
the results from its cultivation after it is

transplanted. We need healthy, fertile 
plant-beds.

These churches will not be able to cope 
with their difficulties and take care of them­
selves. Thousands of them, practically one- 
half of the entire number, gave absolutely 
nothing for missions last year.. Two-thirds, 
if not three-fourths, of the members of all 
the other churches gave nothing. We shall 
be a fruitful vine if we bear our share of 
the world’s work with this' dead weight to 
carry all the way.

Will it not be wise to spend a little time 
following up the seeders of the field, with 
a force that will fertilize and till the soil 
that is planted? Let the land be cleared 
and the seeders sow on. but consider the 
wisdom of taking care of their labor.

How it May Be Done.

Of course this is a mere suggestion. Our 
leaders, may doubtless Improve the sugges­
tion in more practical service. The field 
is too large and the work too great to 
supply it all in a year, or even a decade. 
Some wise- experiments could be made. In­
deed, the North Carolina State Convention 
has carried the matter beyond the experi­
mental stage In the noble and fruitful work 
of one Ideal man. In the mountain section of 
the State.

Let the Home Mission Board, in co­
operation with the State Boards, group as­
sociations together and form a district for 
the service o f a man. Some of our as. 
soclations, like the Roanoke and the Neuse- 
Atlantlc, which cover ten or twelve solid 
counties, each need a man for all his time. 
Let this man be selected with reference to 
his fitness for the work and his tact In 
managing himseir in such a situation. Let 
him spend his time in helping to awaken a 
new spirit of Church Life.

Our people are an easy prey to every 
advocate of issues. They do not feel the 
deep calls o f  the truth of God that will 
help them stem the storm of heresy they 
are bound to meet, and are even now com­
bating with In a death-struggle.

Eleven thousand of our churches are giv­
ing nothing because they are. not aroused 
to sympathize with the value of their doc­
trine* to the world. The world has not 
loomed up before them as a white field for
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the harvest because they have not caught 
the vision. If ever it Was seen that the 
churches were In Imminent need of vitaliz­
ing. It Is so now. They need to have a new 
emphasis of the-Importance of Church Life.

Give us men to help take care of these 
thousands of wepk country churches and 
give them to us before we shall loso the 
harvest

The Board could doubtless And many in­

dividuals who would Join it In the expenses 
of this work. North Carolina is perhaps the 
fitting place to open up this new department 
of the Board’s work. Surely none can be 
needier, and we believe it is ready for It 

P. S.— It might be added, that other de­
nominations are pursuing this very kind of 
work right around us,' and we are feeling 
the loss, to our cause for want of the work 
among our people.

The Negro Race
D . L. GORE

EDITORIAL NOTE— The following brief article is by a prominent Baptist layman of 
ITilminpfon, North Carolina. lie  knows the Negroes well. lie spent the years of his early 
life on his father’s farm where there were many slaves, and now has !00 Negroes on his 
farm. The words o f Brother Gore wilt find as echo in the hearts of the Christian people o f  
the South who may read what he says.

T HE prejudice of slavery and also about 
political privileges extended to this 

race have now passed away. Wo can 
now dispassionately consider this people in 
their true worth as citizens of this country,/ 
especially as citizens of the South.

Government statisticians show the worth 
of every American citizen to the government 
at about $1,700. I f  this bo correct, this 
race of people Is worth to the South some­
thing like ten billion dollars. But as a  cit­
izen in the community we wish to consider 
his value. Of the twelve million hales of 
cotton produced by the South, one-half or 
more is produced by him. Then he is a 
real producer of about one-half .billion of 
dollars in cotton and cotton products alone 
annually. The Negro race is more valuable 
to the South than when they were slaves 
—many times their value as slares.

The race Is inferior by birth and la every 
other respect to the white race, and much 
of this is owing to their having been 
slaves. Under these conditions it is sur­
prising that there w e so many of them that 
are not only good men and women, but real 
good citizens. The writer knows them 
pretty well, having over two hundred of

them on his fann, and he has found that 
by dealing absolutely fair with them, that 
they become ambitious in many ways, and 
when they make money they become ambi­
tious to make more. Place confidence in 
them and most of them become very trust­
worthy.

This is not only so of the old slaves, but 
of the younger ones. There is no better 
field labor. They know how to make cot­
ton and they love the business. On the 
writer's farm there are a lot of them who 
are making money and they are not only 
ambitious to make money, but take an in­
terest in raising their families up correct­
ly. They are educating their children and 
they are beginning to find out, like some of 
the white folk, that the farm is the best 
place for them.

Give the Negro a chance and help to ele­
vate him, for it is desirable that he should . 
become a good citizen. There are some 
good ones In the towns, but these town 
dudes, with leather-wing trousers on—we do 
not care to express an opinion of them. 
They, however, are Imitative and many of 
them wear the white dudes’ trousers and 
hang around the corners as the original 
wearers did.

iM T A M C R T c A n ^ jlt  for c h r istTHU



' The Real Home Mission Argument
EUGENE B. JACKSON, B bck .bu ie . VirsinU

EDITORIAL NOTE—In the following- article Bro. Jackson hat rendered a needed and 
valuable service in making a first-hand study of tie Home Mission principle in the Bible.. 
This he has done tn a way that cannot fail to be illuminating and stimulating to every student 
of  nurtou. There are here tests on Some Missions for the preacher and the material for 
a deepened conscience for everybody in the great inspiring cause of capturing this country and' 
all its splendid powers for Christ.

£  NEED to do some 
very dear thinking 
If we would carry 
into effect the spirit 

.as well as the letter 
of the last 'commis­
sion. Let ns never 
forget that God has 
a plan which Is with­
out ambiguity, in the 

Rev. E. B. Jackson building of the King­
dom here on earth. At first the plan was 
shadowy and indistinct, but we can see now 
that he has never swerved from this plan 
qf the ages.

Fortunately for us, we have striking pen 
- pictures all through the Word illustrating. 

God’s Insistence upon just one method of 
bringing the good newB to the world. It 
will be possible In this brief analysis only 

*- to hint at the argument Take the chosen 
people from Adam to Noah. Note that 
there Is great advance in the arts of civiliza­
tion during these two thousand years and 
more. After the death of Abel, Seth was 
selected for the religious uplift of the race. 
But there comes corruption by marriage. 
Then we have destruction of all the race 
save Noah’s family.

• The Significance of the “ Remnant,”

There is to be a new start and the hope of 
the future lies again In the Jla^e. Every 
provision of nature Is made for the care 
of that home.—Jehovah had indeed "left a 
very small remnant."— (Is. 1:9). Intensive 
work was needed first 

W e need only think of what happened in 
that home, almost immediately following 
their deliverance by the Ark, to see that the 
problem o f "saving the remnant” to holi­
ness has not been solved. There must be 
a return to first principles. Abraham Is

called out from a people of great commer­
cial prosperity and high literary culture 
that tells of advancing civilization. But 
there must be a new beginning. It would 
never do to build on the old foundation— 
the faith life must be accentuated—a new 
Home work was started.

Mission work Is a return to these same 
first principles. It was in the “home”  that 
God’s works were to be "declared" (Mk. 
5:19). Now we begin to see the plan un­
folding. The word to Abraham was: ’Tn 
thee and In tby seed shall the nations of 
the earth be blessed.”— (Gen. 22:18), I want 
you to see how Abraham understood his 
duty.

Concentrating on Canaan.
God said to Abraham: “ Get thee . . . 
unto the'land that I will show thee," (Gen. 
12:1). Note that Abraham exerted an In­
fluence that has been felt by all people and 
all ages there in the' same land which God 
had pointed out The most Important 
method of blessing the world was In con­
centrating on Canaan. W e have a graphic 
picture here of God leading this man to 
project the original plan on the right basis. 
God called him to go to the geographical 
centre of the ancient world. He lived his 
life upon the great trade routes, and his life 
of faith, therefore, was made known to the 
confines of the known world. “I thank my 
God . . . that your faith is spoken of 
throughout the whole world.’ ’— (Rom. 1:8).

The Patriarchs were all strictly home 
missionaries in Canaan, until Jacob was 
driven Into Egypt by the necessities -of a 
famine. If material prosperity were the 
end, then Egypt would be a good place 
to work, but Egypt remained uninfluenced. *

Abraham had been there, but not to ex­
tend the . kingdom. The children of Israel 
remained for more than four hundred
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years, and the sacred penman leaves no 
record of any religions propaganda at. all. 
The highest ambition of Joseph was to be 
burled In Canaan, and he makes mention 
o f the “ departing of the children of Israel” 
(Heb. 11:22), back to the land chosen as 
the theatre of the world's conquest

Moses Leads to the Home Ffeld.

He might have played a large part In help­
ing the children of Israel In Egypt ns 
Joseph had done; but he did a larger thing 
In training them for forty years, under 
vGod, to begin again to build the Kingdom 
In the same old centre where Patriarchs 
once carried out God’s plan. He Is the 
medium of the law from God by which they 
are to do home work there effectively. 
Their failure In Canaan consisted In re­
fusing to make themselves fit to be the 
channels of God’s truth to the world. Moses 
In his farewell address repeats again 
and again these pertinent words: “ Take 
heed to yourselves."— (Deut 5:9, 15, 23).

We cannot understand the command to 
Joshua unless we appreciate'this principle. 
There was an old and Corrupt civilization 
to be contended with. There was no keep­
ing the Israelites from contamination by a 
heathenism so foul that later It spread to 
Rome and was bewailed by the satirists 
of the day. The battle of Waterloo decided 
the fate of Europe, but this Seven Tears’ 
War In Canaan decided the fate of the 
world.

Foundation Laying.
When the walls of Jericho fell at the blow­
ing of ram’s horns, then It was that he 
pointed out to his people the abounding 
Import of foundations that would stand the 
strain of the winds and waves of this world 
—Lot had been caught In the vortex of a 
Sodom, and Sodom must be destroyed. 
Mere civilization has never aided in the 
conquest of the earth for God. only divine 
principles do this.

Take the next period and try to discover 
how the plan Is being carried out In a 
time when civilization seems to have failed. 
In that period every man did that which 
was right In his own eyes (Jud.l7:6); civil 
law- had no force. The last legacy of Moses 
was forgotten. They have stopped their 
wanderings and now they begin to settle

In the towns. But their religion was not 
sufficient to save them from anarchy. The 
problem was to Bare what they had already 
gained, and It was the city problem.

The fight was to turn upon right strategy. 
Here God took hold of the Home Mission 
problem again, and the dangers and ne­
cessities of the situation suggested extra­
ordinary measures. God sent the Judges 
to save the situation when it was almost 
lost They are the Home Workers. They 
are called “heroes of faith”  In the eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews. The Home Mission 
principle underlies the history In the 
Judges. May not our heroes yet be those 
who would save America?

Not all the power of the Judges could 
save the people from the evil of their own 
stupidity and consequent slavery to the 
Philistines, at home.

A kingdom was to be set up. It was 
to be an Ideal among the world kingdoms. 
This kingdom was to be more than politi­
cal. It was to be religious, for It was 
a theocracy. The task of developing the 
work at home they tried to accomplish 
without consulting the divine plan. Saul 
was chosen King, but he did not seek 
wisdom from God. God rescued the nation 
from this mere military leader and places 
David upon the throne, for his own purpose. 
Here the Home Mission principle becomes 
thoroughly established. The people ever 
look back to David and forward to his 
greater Son. ,

Beginning of Jerusalem.
“And David dwelt in Jerusalem and called 
It the City of David” (n  Sam. 5:9). David 
captured Jerusalem at the Tery first and 
centered his activity there. He had the 
world vision, and the conquest of the 
world was to be carried on from Jerusalem. 
Note In Ps. 67:1, 2: “ God bless us . . .  . 
that thy way may be known upon earth, 
thy salvation among all nations.”

David had caught the correct conception 
of God’s method of making the kingdoms of 
this world to become the kingdoms of God. 
Solomon’s relative position among surround­
ing Kings Bhow how effective was the plan 
in operation.

The beginning of the end came with the 
division of the kingdom—the best work at 
home is frustrated and the two kingdoms
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are at cross purposes. They weakened'them­
selves by this constant division.

Each kingdom, Instead of drawing closer 
together, sought alliances with surrounding 
nations, In order to help Itself In the home 
problem. Each In turn became the football 
among the nations of the earth, which were 
wholly out of sympathy with their ideals. 
But God was ready to save them from 
themselves and from - others, if only they 
had looked within and wrought Try to 
think what might have been the result to 
the world If they had cultivated the home 
field.

- The Prophets Were Home Missionaries.

The work of the prophets beyond the 
borders of the two kingdoms was only In- 

-cidental to the development * of the 
theocracy at home.

Take Isaiah as typical: it was a call to 
the home work that he gives In his first 
forty chapters, and in the remaining chap­
ters is a call to world conquest. But note 
the method of world conquest: "Lengthen 
thy cords and strengthen thy stakes" 
(Is. 54:2)— one depends on the other.

"Strengthen the things that remain." The' 
cultivation Is to take place at home. “ The 
vineyard of Jehovah of hosts Is the house 
of Israel and the men of Judah his pleasant 
plant” (40:3-4-5.) Oh! that they had heark- 

■ ened to the parable of the vineyard! (See 
Isaiah 5). Bnt drastic measures were neces­
sary for them to appreciate possibilities at 
home.

They did not appreciate the “Land" or 
the law, so they were to he taken away to 
Babylon In order to stimulate their love and 
to emphasize the one method again. There 
they sang: "How Can I Forget Thee O 
Jerusalem." Jerusalem was now become 
to them the “Joy of the earth." But not 
only was the land thus glorified, but the 
law was to be honored as well. Religions 
Were usually destroyed by captivity, but 

■with them Idolatry was destroyed. They 
must temporarily be removed to prepare 
them for greater efficiency at home.

Never such enthusiasm. Other kingdoms 
were falling around, but the Jewish nation 
is brought again to the front of the world’s 
stage. .They were not ready to do foreign 
■work there in Babylon. Daniel Is only Il­
lustrating the divine principles among the

Persians, but they must come back home 
for service. In the kingdom.

In the same field upon which the Pa­
triarchs had played their part were they 
to come. Nehemiah, a Persian official, had 
the true vision, and * Jerusalem must be 
restored—justice and order would follow 
In the wake o f the re-establlshmcnt of the 
law under Ezra. They'make the cities the 
centres of homo work—this was divine 
strategy. Now they are working the plan 
again and they never ceased working 1L

Nehemiah says: “ 1 am doing a great work 
and cannot come down," and that work was 
in Jerusalem.

Malachi Is the prophet of restoration. 
The first enthusiasm had worn away. Re­
ligion in the homeland was decaying and the 
people neglected Jehovah's service. -Ther* 
followed grave social evils and even God's 
moral government was questioned. The 
people were lax in making contributions to 
the treasury. In order to establish religion 
firmly at home. "Ye have robbed me"— 
“Bring ye the tithes into my store-house"— 
“ for ye shall be a delightsome land”  (Mai 
3:9. 10, 12.

We need not wonder that, after the ces­
sation of prophecy for four hundred years, 
they should have allowed the favored land 
to fall Into a terrible condition religiously.

Was God pleased? There is no word of 
approval only death-like silence. It was a 
deplorable situation that met the _vlew of 
the Son of God when he came. One roaster 
had succeeded another, but the Jewish Na­
tion exerted no helpful influence over her 
masters. She cultivated a bitter hatred to 
the world she knew and withal a contempti­
ble hypocrisy. But God did not swerve from 
his plan of the ages.

God's Son Becomes a Home Missionary.

Our Savior did missionary work in Judea. 
There was to be a new start from the old 
center, as MIcah had prophesied—“For out 
of Zion shall go forth the law and the word 
of Jehovah from Jerusalem.”

"He came unto his own.”  “ How often 
would I have gathered thy children together 
. . . but ye would not . . , behold 
your house is left unto you desolate” (Matt. 
23:37). How he strove to establish the laws 
of a spiritual Kingdom there on the 'home 
field, by the Sermon' on the Mount! The
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world was not to have this instruction till 
Judea had first received it. The four bio­
graphies, left to us of our Lord, tell o f his 
bringing the revelation of Good News to 
the world by stressing the message In a 
geographical center.

Hear the Master's voice define the method 
of the Last Commission (Acts 1 :8): “ Ye 
shall be my witnesses both In Jerusalem 
and In all Judea and Samaria and unto the 
uttermost parts of the earth."

“All the world" means, then, “ Jerusiletn”  
first. It is a return to well-recognized princi­
ples. The beginning Is to be in Jerusalem—  
they must “ tarry there."

We had best let the Bible be its own in­
terpreter. Peter at Pentecost was doing - 
Home Mission work. True It was Foreign 
Mission work, but it would have been physi­
cally Impossible for him to do what he did 
outside of Jerusalem. A little later John 
joins Peter In this Home Mission Campaign 
for the capture of the city of Jerusalem, and 
together eight thousand people are the fruits 
of their work there. But -Foreign Missions 
is wrapped up in the movement They were 
"beginning at Jerusalem,” however.

Were they working on the wrong plan? 
Results Justified It: “ The number of disci­
ples in Jerusalem multiplied exceedingly. 
Pentecost carried out Jhe spirit of the com­
mission.

Luke tells TheophlluB that he had writ­
ten a former treatise concerning “all that 
Jesus began to do and teach,”  Intimating 
that now he will tell of what Jesus continues 
to '.'do and teach.” . But the movement con­
sists of repeated movements from the cen­
ter at Jerusalem. Note that It was so suc­
cessful .that Paul says to the Colosslans 
“Tho gospel which ye heard which was 
preached to every creature under heaven.” 
It was the neglect of “Jerusalem” that was 
later to work hhvoc.

Stephen a Home Worker.
Stephen went among the "synagogues” o f ' 
Jerusalem. HeL preached there a sermon 
and showed a consecration whose Influence 
was limited only by the confines of the then 
known world. What a stir was made every­
where by this one voice! He remained at 
home, remember.

Even after the distinctive foreign move­
ment began James, the pastor at Jerusalem,

tried to build up the Christians there where 
at tho same time ho wrote'hfs general epistle 
to those who are gone from the city. In 
the conference at Jerusalem (Acts 15:16) 
he quoted Jeremiah: “l  will build again 
the ruins thereof [Jerusalem] . . . .  that 
the residue of men may seek after the 
Lord.”  This wise old pastor "strengthens 
the things that remain”  at home.

Peter’s vision was a picture of the con­
quest of the Gentiles (Acts 10:35). But, 
while we have some tradition of Peter’s be­
ing at Rome, we know that Peter spent 
nearly all his energy on the home field. 
Christ said: "I have other sheep . . . 
which I must bring,” but meanwhile "feed 
my sheep." This man with Pentecost be­
hind him never lost the import of the words, 
“ Beginning at Jerusalem.”  Now we come 
to the great apostle to the Gentiles.

Paul Recognized the Home Argument.
Immediately after Paul’s conversion and his 
special commission (Acts 9:15), he centers 
his activities at home (In' spite of opposi­
tion). “ He was with them going In and out 
at Jerusalem preaching boldly In the name 
of the Lord”  (Acts 9:28). And it is con­
ceded that Paul came back to Jerusalem at 
least five times, and from Jerusalem de­
parted forever only to establish finally a 
new home base at Rome.

But we must never forget the significance 
of the movement from Antioch before he 
permits himself to begin his last effort at 
Rome. Jerusalem was narrow and exclusive, 
so they must seek at once a new center of 
operation where the plan could be executed 
without hindrance. This city becomes home 
work (Acts 11:24) and they strengthened 
that strategic work for one whole year 
(Acts 11:26). The work at Jerusalem was 
hard to maintain (Ch. 12) on account of 
the fire he had started there before his con­
version.

So it was from Antioch that Paul launched 
his foreign missionary tours and to this 
point he successively returned from new con­
quests. But Antioch as a base was not neg­
lected, for it was there that theological 
as well as missionary problems were Worked 
out but it is home work now.

Paul did not continue to make these great 
missionary journeys as he might have done.
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He bad beard the Macedonian'cry, “ Come 
over and help us,” but he was to hear that 
cry *gmin and again. He knew.there was 
a continent beyond Macedonia whose des­
tinies were at stake. He sent there some 
of .his helpers (Acts 19:22). He himself 
soon followed and remained three months 
(20:3) to form, a new base of operations. 
Where would Europe be, as well as America, 
but for this distinctive Home Mission work 
continually reinforced?

Asia Minor was to realize the far-seeing 
results o f this concentration of work by 
which in his own' lifetime, eTery creature 
should "hear”  (CoL 1:23) the “ good news.” 
The Epistle to the Churches at Philippi and 
Thessalonlca (In Macedonia), Indicate their 
relative Importance in his mind. He makes 
Lystra also a center for Eastern Asia Minor 
(Acts 14:6, 21, 16). Then he works at 
Ephesus, the capital, a center for Western 
Asia Minor, and actually holds a revival 
meeting there lasting for three months (Acts 
19:8), A  little later he deepens the founda­
tions by a two-years’ campaign (19:9). "All 
Asia heard,” as a result of this intensive 
work. John, probably, after the death of 
the mother of our Lord, spent his life in 
Ephesus tin taken to Patmos.

“1 must see. Rome also.”  Why? Not to 
take tours from it primarily, but In order 
to reach the world through the. "stranger 
which is at Rome.”  He seems to have visited 
while at Rome at least two of these radi­
ating centers, Macedonia (Rom. 15:23) and 
Ephesus, to prepare them for effective serv­
ice. But, possibly between his imprison­
ments, he spent “ two whole years In his own 
hired dwelling and received all that went In 
unto him,”  and he evidently had Timothy 
as helper (Phil 2:19).

A Vision of the Seven Churches.
John was carried to Patmos and there is 
unfolded something of the future history of 
the church. Seven centers are named in 
Asia Minor, but they were not letting their 
light shine. Ephesus was among the num­
ber and she was a radiating center—he de­
lights to hear her'commended for her "stead­
fastness.”  Not a word was spoken by John 
concerning these churches projecting.great# I •

foreign mission enterprises. The emphasis 
was still placed on the home. work.

Is there no message for the Christian 
churches of today? The foreign missionary 
can not overcome the very treacherous re­
ligious light that shines from America. “ If 
the light which is In thee be darkness how 
great Is that darkness!”  J

Justin Martyr tells us that for more than 
a century it shone brightly. But in Canaan 
and in ABia Minor and In the Roman Empire 
the light Anally grew dim so that it became 
very uncertain. The empha’sls upon home 
territory was forgotten soon after revelation 
ceased. Remember that emphasis Is placed 
on doctrine also to the seven churches of 
Asia. The lamps flickered and Anally went 
out for good. How Important are general 
movements at home that we may save 
America! Palestine and Asia Minor and 
Rome had grave problems and only the 
pure gospel, continually applied on the one 
divine plan could have saved them; but 
the plan was forgotten (“beginning at Jeru­
salem” ) The problem there now is to re­
cover by foreign work what- was lost by the 
neglect of home work.

America’s Crisis.

We have had great religious movements in 
America in the past, but our problems were 
never so grave as today. Not alone the 
individual church can meet the situation. 
It will take religious statesmanship applied 
on the divine plan. Only a general agency 
like our Home Mission Board is equal to 
the gigantic task. Are we to adopt the 
method that Paul used in Macedonia and 
Rome for the conquest of Europe? If we 
fail to keep in view beginnings In our rap­
idly transforming communities, may not the 
specter of Mormonlsm fall across our path­
way as Mohammedanism stood in the way 
of Asia Minor? May not the blight of ma-. 
terlallsm fall upon America as it fell upon 
the Roman Empire, because the intensive 
work begun by Paul In the city of the 
Caesars was relaxed? '

Oh, for a clearer vision on the part of 
the churches of Christ, of God’s one method 
of world conquest!
Virginia Polytechnic Inst, Blacksburg, V a .'



•r

A  Day at Pier Tw enty-Nine
MISS CLA R A  SIEVERS

EDITORIAL NOTE— The author if  lAi* article unit! perhaps sis month* ago was one of 
the consecrated women port missionaries o f the Borne Mission Board, and was stationed af 
Galveston. • The ftroia was so heavy that Miss Slevers found it necessary to go away and 
recuperate. At Galveston we now have Rev. J. H. Meyers working among the immigrants 
and he is unimiaUy well qualified for the position. The simple story here by Miss Sievers 
o f a day of a worker among the new-comers, is illuminating and touching. This unending 
stream o f  AuroMe aliens to satire Americans appears to be voiceless. Such stories as this 
seem to give them a voice, and it is one o f appeal.

T WAS a dear, mild morning at 
about eight o'clock, when the 
Frankfurt entered the port at Gal­
veston. The spectators were few 
that were watching the restless 
passengers who constantly moved 
about on the decks, but were com­
pelled to remain on board until 

their landing time came.
The sailors were running to and fro, 

giving commands to one another and like­
wise receiving some from the captain, until 
the steamer was securely fastened. The 
government Inspectors and other officers 
bad taken their places and all was ready

for work; however, for some time no pas­
sengers were admitted to the pier, all the 
baggage being landed first.

At last they appeared, one and two at 
a time. The cabin passengers being only 
thirty-eight, soon passed the inspecting 
quarters, and immediately following them 
were the eteerage, four hundred and

seventy-one. As soon as the Inspection of 
baggage began I took my place and did 
what my hands -found to do—helped to see 
the-baggage checked, and If I could give 
any needed Information the same was 
given, handing out tracts, and when time 
permitted Inquiring of their spiritual wel­
fare.

At noon there was a pause of about an 
hour. The Inspectors took their dinner, so 
I did likewise, and when I again reached 
the pier I was just In time to see the aliens 
fed. A  large basket of Bologna sandwiches 
was brought and each person received one 
as they passed the basket along, while they 
stood In single file. What a dinner! But 
these poor people would gladly have done 
without, as they were nervously anxious to 
leave the pier, to get a look at the strange 
new country.

Again the officers resumed their positions 
and the work went on. In a distant corner, 
with a guard marching back and forth,’ the 
detained, few In number, were being held, 
and almost diagonally across from them a 
pen, reserved for the Hebrews, was rapidly 
filling np, for they were many and their 
baggage Is generally not inspected until they 
are all together. The Germans, Bohemians 
and some others were fortunate In pass- 

1 Ing Immediately after due Inspection was 
given, while the home-seekers of more re­
mote countries passed slowly.

It was a sight of Interest when about 3:30 
P. M. the Hebrews were released, a man 
or the Jewish Home here having charge 
of them. It called to mind the pilgrimages 
of old, all obeying orders when given by 
their leader. About half past five the In­
specting of all waa over, save fifty who 
were not admitted to the pier. Happy meet-



12 THE HOME FIELD
logs had taken place; one wedding was 
celebrated, another announced to take place 
the following day, and nine passengers 
taken to the Infirmary, and sighs of relief 
could have been heard escaping the Ups of 
tired officers.

Prom the .pier I went to the Immigrant 
Home, where another opportunity of service 
was given. It pleased me to give one man 

■ my 'father’s address, for be went to Dallas. 
One family and a friend of theirs, German 
Baptists, were -very happy to meet Baptists

here. I was asked to play on the organ, 
which I did, and soon the voices of many 
were heard singing the old German hymns. 
It was uplifting even to me, and after a 
happy farewell, I went home tired but 
blessed. Hay God’s blessings be on our 
feeble efforts. Pray for Galveston and that 
God may open the hearts of Southern Bap­
tists to do larger things to save the tens 
of thousands, who come to this land, to 
such Immigrants as these whom I nfet on a 
day at Pier Twenty-nine. .

W O R K  OF THE IsfEW CON VEN TION  OF N EW  M EXICO
A . E. BOYD. Artnta, N ew  Mexicoê i<

T
HE new Baptist Convention of New 
Mexico is no baby Convention, boro in 
one corner of New Mexico and con­

stituted of a few shabby Insurgent churches. 
On the contrary It was bora with the burden 
of the work of the territory upon its 
shoulders.

In a short time after its organization 
four out of six of the associations in New 
Mexico were in alignment with this Con­
vention and the majority of the churches 
of the other two associations had taken 
their stand as churches with her, and out

of these two remaining associations the 
great scope of the undeveloped fields and 
destitution is largely in the hands of our 
forces. This Is especially true in the Pecos 
Valley Association, where the great stretch 
of plains east of the river, with some fifteen 
churches already constituted and a number 

where others ought to be esta'blish- 
our hands.

Immediately after the organization of this 
separate Convention our hearts turned from 
the scene of battle to the unsaved hosts of 
our territory. Our State Evangelist and

of polhts 
ed, Isjln

R*t . Joe Land, a faithful and capable miuianary laboring in the new N ew  M exico Convention
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corresponding secretary went Into the field 
with a flame of evangelistic fervor firing 
their hearts and as they went the Macedon­
ian cry arose from" every quarter as never 
before In New Mexico. Bro. Downing's 
work has been unparalleled in ordfnary 
evangelism, and on be has tolled, scarcely 
with a day's cessation, and has every day 
of his time engaged for six months to come.

In a great many respects Bro. Alldredge 
1b a prodigy In*his work. He looks after 
the Immense correspondence that Is enough 
to almost overwhelm him, and works out

the scores of Intricate problems arising from 
the work. And amidst it all Is engaged In 
field work' all the while.

Our assoclatlonal missionaries have been 
equally aggressive and successful In their 
work, and besides this every pastor In the 
new Convention stands pledged to hold a 
meeting at some point other than his own 
church which the missionaries can not 
reach. With all this a new day for evange­
lism has dawned In New Mexico. As the 
smoke of battle fades -the sunlight of God’s 
glory Is Bhlnlng ou t.1 ‘

For System and Liberality in Giving
H. R. BERNARD. D.D.

EDITORIAL NOTE—Dr. Bernard give* below the substance o f a letter addressed to 
all Baptist pastors and associatinnal executive committees in Georgia. Dr. Bernard is one 
o f the Lord’s noblemen and no one gmong our hosts is a more competent authority than 
he on system in the work o f the chSrches. His work for Georgia Baptists is invaluable. 
Jf'e commend what he says fa the careful reading o f  all Southern baptist* who are laboring 
for more o f  system and efficiency in the constructive work o f our churches.

I HE records of Baptist giving In 
the different States for the past 

. 'tw o  years furnish an Interest­
ing comparison. I present here 
the per capita gifts to all objects 
in the various States for the last 
year: ,

. f  Georgia contributes $4.01, a
loss of thirteen cents per capita, as com­
pared with the preceding year; Virginia 
contributes $6.43, a loss of fourteen cents; 
Florida contributes $5.20, a loss of sixty 
cents; North Carolina contributes $3.31, a 
loss of six cents. On the other hand, Mary­
land contributes, $14.54 per capita, a gain 
of $1.93; Texas contributes $6.04, a gain 
of 34 cents; Oklahoma contributes $5.78, 
a gain of sixty-seven cents; Missouri con­
tributes $5.41, a gain of fifty-one cents; Mis­
sissippi contributes $3.90, a gain of nine 
cents; Alabama contributes $3.56, a gain of 
two cents; Kentucky contributes $3.68, a 
gain of forty-five cents: Tennessee con­
tributes $2.90, a gain of six cents; Louis­
iana $3.16, a gain of forty cents; Arkansas 
contributes $3.37, a gain of sevent-seven 
cents, and South Carolina contributes $4.77, 
a gain of fifty-two cents.

It Is seen that four States have declined 
f?. per capita giving to all purposes. All

other States, eleven In number, have made 
gains. During the last year Georgia loses 
from the preceding year thirteen cents per 
capita In her giving to all purposes and 
gains in the time named' 4,147 members. 
She declines, too, In sum total of gifts to 
all purposes $15,686. However, this loss 
was not in missions, for here the gain is 
$11,031.
For the Assoclatlonal Executive Committee. • 
Take the amount for which appeal Is made 
to the churches In your association: say, 
$3,000, and you have twenty churches. 
Make a table of the names of these churches 
and place opposite the name of each church 
the amount suggested that that church try 
to raise; so much for State Missions, so 
much for Home Missions and so on, put­
ting something for each of the seven causes.

Let this table be a part of your report 
to the association; have It printed in the 
minutes.

The assoclatlonal executive committees 
can do great things towards bringing in 
better methods, and, as one of the results, 
much larger contributions.

How Pastors Can Help.
First, Is the appeal reasonable? Now, then, 
how shall the work of raising the money
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be accomplished? Let us ask. Where Is the pastor. Here he Is. Well, Brother 
Pastor, a word with you: you are the main 
man In all this work. The Conventions and 
Associations and Boards and committees 
may plan wisely and do their level best In 
all legitimate ways—but if you fail to come 
up to the help of the Lord, the labors of 
all others go practically for nothing. The 
faithful and wise leadership of your people 
Is a necessity. The rank and file of your 
membership make up the sacramental hosts 
of God. Aim at a collection for specific 
purposes a t a given time, and try to have 
every member a contributor. Guide your 
people according to the schedule Some 
will follow now, others will later on. This 
Is up to you, Brother Pastor, that is. If you 
have - been using your church building 
simply as a preaching place.

Many of our pastors, though, we are cer­
tain are doing the best possible. We have 
no exhortation for them. We salute them 
and gather inspiration and courage because 
o f their faithful labors in efforts to bring 
In the Kingdom.

< ,
How to Give Money. '  '

Of course, we give as unto the Lord. On 
the human side of giving it Is well to be 
guided by a systematic schedule, because 
this will call for proportionate, periodical, 
persistent and continuous giving. Our 
money should not all be given to one cause, 
nor should any one cause be slighted. Con­
venience Is not to determine our course 
as to our giving; not what Is convenient,

nor what Is easy, but what Is my duty Is 
the question.

Collections taken and contributions made 
according to a systematic schedule cannot 
work evil to any cause nor Injury to any 
man. The schedule or apportionment plan 
provides that every church contribute at 
least once a month; certain churches to 
one cause and some to another, so that all 
churches give each month and each depart­
ment of the work receives a due share of 
funds as the people desire to giro for its 
support. ' In this way- confusion and - con­
flict Is avoided. The representative of each 
cause has his time and territory. He has 
his opportunity to bring out his "strong 
reasons" and In this way be emphasizes the 
Importance of his work and instructs the 
people concerning It

This Is provided for In the schedule of 
Georgia Baptist apportionment and Is of 
Immense Importance. If we pool our col­
lections, all of the stimulus of special em­
phasis Is eliminated and we have In Its 
stead Inducement to be at ease, for whether 
the people give much or little each Board 
will get a share. This tends to stagnation.

It is to be hoped that we will never 
pool our efforts nor our money. Let each 
agent have his time and his territory, and 
let him do his work without hindrance or 
embarrassment, and let the State Conven­
tion protect him if need be while he Is about 
It. If other agents or secretaries get In 
his way, It then becomes a matter to be re­
ported to the Convention and corrected, if 
need be, by heroic measures.

Among- Southern Baptists material growth imperatively calls 
for Home Missions. The commercial outlook here is such as it 
has never been before in the history o f the South. The South 
has in large measure preserved its great ideals of the past. Home 
Mission work is an imperative condition o f the continuance o f  
those ideals in the South. It is vain for Southern people to think 
that the South is secure religiously without the most strenuous ef­
forts. Never was a greater mistake made. I f  we hair doctrinal 
views that are .valuable, i f  we have a type of spiritual life in the 
South which is high and ennobling, i f  Baptists are to preserve 
their position o f ascendency and power, there can be no question 
whatever as to the call upon them today to give themselves as never 
before to the work o f Home Missions.— President E. Y. Mullins.

\



Something of the Illinois Field
i W , P. TH RO G M O RTO N . Corrri ponding Secretary

Miraji HE Illinois Baptist State Assocla- 
* tion, which Is lined up with the

dTIfe Southern Baptist Conrention In 
C g y  the work of Home and Foreign 

Missions, has within its territory 
n i l  little more than one-third of the 

State. We generally speak of its 
territory as “ the south half of 

Illinois." Of course, it claims the entire 
State as its field; but as yet, in the north 
part, it has little following.

Of the forty-eight associations in Illinois 
six are made up of Negro churches, one 
of Swedish and one of German, 'leaving 
forty white, English-speaking associations. 
Of these, twenty-two are lined up with our 
State Association. Connected with -them 
are more than 500 churches. At the Bams 
time we have co-operating with us a num­
ber of churches from the other associations. 
All told, we had last year 493 churches 
which contributed to our State Association 
treasury. The old State Convention, from 
which wo have separated, had, during the 
same time, only 303 contributing churches.

Illinois was asked last May, when the 
apportionment was made, to give $4,000 
to the Southern Boards during the present 
Convention year. This will be done. Of 
the amount, $2,000 is to go to the Home 
Board, and $2,000 to the Foreign Board. 
In addition to this wo have a work of our 
own in Syria, Persia and Galilee which we 
have to support It is not necessary here 
to explain why these Illinois Baptists pre­
fer cooperation with the Southern Conven­
tion. Suffice it to say that the Southern 

- Baptists are our kind, and we prefer to be 
with them.

But The Home Field wants to know some­
thing of the situation here as to the foreign 
element Within the territory occupied by 
our State Association, the number of for­
eigners Is large. W e have Germans, Bul­
garians, Russians, Poles and Italians in great 
number, besides quite a sprinkling from 
many other nationalities. These foreigners 
are found on farms, in the mines and In 
the shops and factories.

Take, for Instance, the mines In four 
counties—William tom, Saline, Franklin and

j |

*
Perry. In these are thousands of men, a 
large majority of whom no doubt are for­
eigners, and the greater number of these 
foreigners are probably Italians, mostly, I 
think from Southern Italy. In the city of 
Herrin, containing a population of about 
7,000, I am assured that half the people are 
Italians. At Johnson City,'another town of 
4.000 people in the same' county, a like 
situation prevails. Besides these are min- 
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R tr . W ,  P. Throgm orton. D.D.

ing towns of like kind, though smaller, 
here and there In the mining section of 
the county.

At Harrisburg and a number of smaller 
towns in Saline county, the foreign, and 
especially the Italian element is large. So 
at Benton, West Frankfort and Christopher, 
and a lu uber of places in Franklin county. 
So at DuQuoin and WMisville in Perry coun­
ty.

In East S t Louis the foreigners are many. 
At Granltu City, a suburb of East S t 
Louis, I am assured that the Bulgarians
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number fully 10,000. Superintendent E. P. 
Brand of the old State Convention has fre­
quently said that East S t Louts Is tbe 
greatest mission field in tbe Mississippi. 
Valley, and he is not far from right. This 
field Is In our territory and what is being 
done In it for State Missions is being done 
by us. • The East S t Louis churches are 
all in co-operation with the State Associa­
tion, and three of the churches are aided 
by the State Association in supporting pas­
tors. ‘ •

Besides we have a number of counties 
in which the German element is dominant 
Economically and Industrially the Germans 
are good dtisens. But nearly all of 
them are Lutherans and Catholics. 
Their ideas of the drink habit the 

- liquor traffic, God and the Lord'B day, are 
un-American. They need evangelizing. But 
so far, little is being undertaken among 
them. If the American Baptist Home Mis­
sion Society is doing anything anywhere on 
the field, I know nothing of i t  If It has 
done anything for fifteen or twenty years 
past, I know* nothing o f it

We are hoping that after the State As­
sociation Baptists have demonstrated their 
loyalty arid their earnestness of purpose, 
the Home Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention will look over this situation 
and co-operate with us in occupying it. We 
need mission work among Italians, Germans, 
Poles, Bulgarians and Russians, to say noth­
ing of others.

A  little later on I hope to give The Home

Field a fuller account of conditions here 
and exact facts and figures as to many 
things on which at present I do not have 
definite information.

Our women are also at work with com­
mendable zeal The "Woman's Auxiliary of 
the Illinois Baptist State Association" has 
a Field Worker In the person of Miss Dora 
L. Cain, who "comes to us from Auburn, 
Ga. She finds a cordial welcome every­
where arid under her leadership we believe 
our sisters will get a great vision of what 
they ought to be and do, and line np for 
noble things.

Since writing the foregoing, I hare re­
ceived figures from & brother, who has 
given considerable attention to the for­
eign-problem in our midst. He gives the 
following as the Italian population In the 
counties named:

Perry county, thirty per cent; Franklin, 
twenty per cent; Williamson, thirty-five per 
cent; Saline, thirty per cent

For some other counties he gives the per 
centage of foreigners (of all nationalities 
together} as follows:

Monroe county, sixty-five per cent; S t 
Clair, fifty-five; Madison, forty-five; Clinton, 
thirty-five; Washington; thirty; Efllngham, 
twenty-five; Jackson, twenty-five; Gallatin, 
fifteen.

In the counties of Monroe, S t Clair, Clin­
ton, Washington, Effingham and" Gallatin, 
the great majority of the foreign element 
are Germans.

IVc are often saying in T he Home Field that zee must save 
America to save the world. In a speech before the recent session 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, Dr. W. J. E. Cox, o f Ala­
bama, presented the same thought from a new angle. He said: 
“ I f  ninety per cent, o f the people who go to China and Japan 
from so-called Christian nations for commercial purposes, were 
sunk in the Pacific ocean, the people o f China and Japan would 
be better off "
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DEVELOPING TH E  CO U N TR Y CHURCHES
N THIS day when we are discovering so many home mission problems, 
we have been very slow to discover the problem of the undeveloped 
country church. It is gratifying that there are some mild signs that 
Southern Baptists are beginning to awaken as to the needs of back­
ward rural churches.

We say there are mild signs of an awakening. The problem of the 
undeveloped country church among Southern Baptists Is Immense 
both In Its extent and its importance. Wo have a faculty of falling 

to see with new points of view exactly those things that are nearest to us. 
No denomination in America is more intimately associated with country life 
than Southern Baptists, and there is no denomination that has so large a rural 
constituency, none that has so many country churches. Baptists have evan­
gelized the country districts In the South as have no other people.

T H E  LARGER IDEA OF HOM E MISSIONS.

The larger Idea of Home Missions which Is coming Into the thought of our 
brethren includes the twentieth verBe of the twenty-eighth chapter of Matthew, 
as well as the nineteenth verse. The Savior commanded that we should 
make disciples of all nations and baptize them. We have accepted that obliga­
tion. We have accepted It for'America and for the whole world. W e are 
committed to the work of evangelizing the people.

But we have not as a denomination generally accepted- as part of the 
Commission the twentieth verse, though it Is a part of the same sentence that 
is given In the nineteenth verse,—"teaching them to observe all things what­
soever I have commanded you."

In the country districts Southern Baptists have erangellzed the people with 
marvelous success. The blessing of God has been upon their labors. But it 
must be said to our reproach that we have turned tens of thousands of con­
verts loose in the churches, without any adequate Idea of the responsibility 
that is upon us to develop them Into the stature of a well-rounded Christian 
life.

D EN O M IN A TIO N A L R ESPO N SIBILITY.

Perhaps we have many times reproved the churches for failing to feed the 
lambs of the flock. Perhaps we have even sought to bring the pastors of these 
churches to a sense of their obligation to cultivate and build up the churches 
of God. And we have done well, If we have been moved by the spirit of love.

But our admonitions have not covered the whole field of responsibility for 
the situation. As surely as we accept as a denomination the obligation to 
evangelize the lost, we must also accept the obllgatldn to build up the weak 
and the backward and the undeveloped. This is as truly a part o f the heart 
and purpose of our Master as is the blessed work of evangelization.

There is something to be Bald In palliation of the backwardness of Southern 
Baptist* In taking bold of the work of developing the undeveloped, as a part 
of mission work. The field was so large and the need was so great and the
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lost 'were so many that we have felt that we must give our time to the great 
prime work of telling the simple story of salvation. '

But we can not any longer shut our eyes to the great duty that confronts 
us of developing the people who have come Into our churches.. The 11,000 
churches in the Southern Baptist Convention that do not give anything what­
ever to any mission work are a standing reproach upon the denomination as 
& whole. There is a responsibility that rests upon the whole denomination 
for the backward condition of these churches, and we can not shake it off. 
They will hear us as they will hear nobody in all the world. We have, by the 
blessing of God, the power to give them an enlarged vision, If the Lord shall 
graciously inspire us with the willingness and determination to do It

T H E  IN TE N S E R  RURAL L IF E  OF TO D A Y .

There are certain conditions that are going to quicken Southern Baptists to 
undertaking this larger and more difficult task of missions at home. The 
secular and material life of the rural districts has advanced with startling 
rapidity. The conditions that obtained when a man who is now forty-five 
years old was a child on the farm, are no longer to -be found there. The com­
ing of free delivery of mall, improved roads, rural telephones, automobiles 

.and improved methods of farming and better schools have transformed the 
life out among the forests'and fields. The country districts have caught step 
with the intense materialistic spirit of the earliest twentieth century. They 
are alert to the good which money can buy and to the opportunities that are 

• secular.
What of the country church? There are some hopeful and refreshing 

exceptions, exceptions that fill the heart with Joy, but the average country 
church Is Just as nearly asleep now as it was about twenty-five years ago when 
the whole countryside had a life so quiet and lonely and slow of movement 
that the church’s slow methods or lack of methods were adequate to give It 
a commanding place of leadership in Its community. Alas, that this whole­
some prestige should be on the wane! Alas, that the young people In scores 
and scores o f country districts should be weaned away from the house of

* God and should find the gratification of their social and intellectual yearning 
around a center in which the church has no part!

And yet this is the fact In many country communities. Testimony Is not
• lacking from country pastors in every State showing that in many rural dis­

tricts the church is losing Its grip upon the generation that must soon take 
into Its hands the leadership In the churches, else they are to be bereft both 
of leadership, prestige and influence. An examination of half a dozen associa­
tion minutes in any of the older States will show that the increase of member­
ship Is largely urban-while too many country churches are Just holding their 
own or actually declining in numbers.

This presents a serious situation. One great difficulty in dealing with a 
problem which finds Its expression In the country districts is that the conditions 
with which one deals are far-flung over so many miles. One can focalize city 
needs and he can make people see with far greater ease than he can do the 
same with regard to the religious needs of the country, even though the 
large majority of our Southern people still live In the country.

A W ORK FOR W H ICH  B A P TIS TS  A R E P EC U LIA R LY  F ITT E D .

The very gravity of this matter causes us to take heart Southern Baptists 
understand the country people. Very largely we are a country people. We 
have had our greatest successes in the country. The country people will hear 
ua if we come to them with the truth as the Savior would have us present

1 8 ____________________ THE HOME FIELD ___________ _
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1L They will hear ua with a love and appreciation that will warm the heart 
and fill the soul with Joy. Because Baptists love the country people' and 
the country people love the Baptists, we believe that our denomination will 
be shaken out of the soporific neglectfulness of the need In this large field, 

i Just as soon as we can make our people realize that their prestige as spiri­
tual leaders of the country folk Is In Jeopardy on account of their failure 
to obey the whole command of Christ In developing the saved Into larger and 
purer life—“ teaching them to observe all things."

The Home Field editor believes that there Is not a duty upon Southern 
Baptists today that Is larger and the performance of which has In it more 
blessed potentialities, both for the spiritual life of the South and the large­
ness of the means that will thus be available for the redemption of the whole 
world, than the duty of developing some large plan of mission activity that 
shall enable us to reach with a message of the larger Christian life the more 
than 11,000 country churches that are not yet enlisted In the larger life of 
the Kingdom of Christ - i-j

This call to develop those whom we have, while we abate nothing of 
our zeal and liberality In evangelizing the unsaved, Is the call of Greater 
Home Missions. May God graciously lead us to take hold In a large way 
of this Idea—to incorporate In our scheme of missions this much neglected 
part of the Commission.

i » %
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CHURCH BUILDING UN THE [SOUTHI I . ,

THERE are many reasons why a young church may not be able to provide 
Itself with a house of worship. Sometimes the organization is too weak 

In numbers, sometimes In financial ability. Sometimes it has Bprung 
up in a community where society Is In a new and Inchoatic state and where 
people are so busily engaged In getting on their feet economically that It is 
hard to get them to take thought about providing p, place of worship.

Sometimes these young nuclei of the Kingdom are located In cities where 
the price of land and the demands of expense in building put the erection of 
a church house quite out of reach of the unassisted local body.

These are some of the deterrents In church building. It Is amazing how 
effective they have been among Southern Baptists. There are In the Southern 
Baptist Convention 23,248 churches. It is variously estimated that between 
3,500 and 5,000 of these have no houses of worship. It Is safe to estimate that 
not less than 4,000 Southern Baptist churches have no church building in which 
to worship.

These Infant organizations can not but be sickly and Inefficient When they 
ought to be expressing themselves in -a positive, constructive way In their 
communities, all of their energies are required merely to keep alive. In fact,, 
many of them do not succeed. Scores of such organizations In our Convention 
die each year wholly for the lack of such aid from the brotherhood In the day 
of their weakness as would enable them to gird their loins for a* more vigorous 
effort

These undomiciled church Infants meet In school houses, dance halls, lodge 
rooms, and borrqwed churches. They meet In private residences, under brash 
arbors and under the blue canopy of heaven. They can not Impress the 
community In which they are as exponents of the Kingdom of God.- They 
do not and can not impress men with that sense of respect and permanency 
and spiritual competency which is absolutely necessary If they are effectively 
to fulfill their mission in bringing in the lost and elevating the moral tone of 
their surroundings.
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The Home Mission Board has a nest egg of $69,500 toward a proposed 

permanent Church Building Loan Fund of $500,000. How greatly we need 
the whole amount! What an opportunity Is here for wealthy men and women 
to perpetuate their power for useful serrice to humanity by glring large 
sums toward the building up of the proposed Fund!

We pray that God may.put this need upon the hearts of those who are 
able, to supply it. He who gives to this Fund places his money where it
will go out and aid in the erection of one church and then come back with 
accrued' interest tp be ready to go out to aid other churches In getting on 
their feet, thus working in an unending series of blessed beneficence, long 
after the donors have gone into the Better Land.

EVANGELISM.

I N a large sense all of the missionary work done by the Home Board through 
Its more than 1,000 missionaries in bringing the unsaved into the Kingdom 
is evangelistic work. In times past this has been practically the only 

■ mission work done by our Home Board. In . fact Southern Baptists have not 
until thiB day generally come to realize that the work of cultural development 
and training is as truly a missionary duty as is that of going into the highways 
and hedges or to the uttermost parts of earth in the effort to compel them to 
come into the Kingdom.

There is reason to hope that we are as a denomination beginning to 
awaken to a fuller comprehension of the missionary task. This Is cause for 
Joy and also for a deepened sense of the greatness of the work yet to be 
accomplished.

The special work of Evangelism of the Home Board is that which is 
accomplished through the labors of Its evangelistic staff o f trained workers. 
This corps of brethren now numbers eighteen. It will probably be Increased. 
Resultant upon the activities of these brethren last year were approximately 
4,000 professions of faith. 3,000 baptisms, and 4,500 additions to our churches.

Meetings conducted by the Home Board evangelists rightly cover botn 
the strong and the weak churches, both the city and the country, both the 
centers of influence and remote districts. The surplus given for service ren­
dered, when the evangelists labor for strong churches, is a bounty whereby the 
Board is enabled to pay these men when they are preaching to churches that 
are so weak that they can not pay the expense that attaches to the meeting.

During the last year evangelistic campaigns have been conducted by the 
Home Board staff in a number of Southern cities with results that have been 

-highly remarkable and gratifying. W e believe without exception the pastors 
and people in the cities where such work has been done have been high in 
their -commendation of the value of this work. The co-operative effort in all 
of the churches of a city, of a number of trained evangelistic workers, acting 
as a unit under the direction of the General Evangelist, brings to bear against 
the forces of sin, a power that by the blessing of God has proved availing 
and compelling, a power which has broken down hardness of heart and brought 
many into disdpleshlp to our Lord. These city campaigns not only touch .the 
regular church-going population; many of the outcast and sin-hardened have 
been Baved through the street meetings.

This special evangelistic work of the Home Board has grown in favor 
year by year. Two things It has accomplished beyond the blessed results 
that :may be termed Immediate and direct. It has emphasized, because it 
has behind it the whole Southern Baptist Convention, the primacy in the 
eyes o f Southern Baptists of the work of saving the lost It haB thus stirred 
up hundreds of preachers all over the South to a renewed zeal in th|s direction.



Some churches that were becoming cold and formal have renewed their youth 
and fervor under this stimulation.

The other special advantage Is that which in the city campaigns follows 
their massing the powers of righteousness In a way that would not other­
wise be possible, In a vigorous, determined effort against sin. There la no 
other agency of which we know that could have produced such a beneficent 
result In many of these urban centers as have these evangelistic campaigns.

Host of Southern Baptists live .In rural districts. We are just beginning 
to see that we have an immense country church problem, but the Importance 
of Impressing our efficiency for Christ and righteousness in our cldes was 
never so large as it is today. Southern Baptists have In the Home Board 
evangelistic staff an agency for whose activities they may well be grateful as 
an aid toward holding our cities for Christ.

.

s
“ D O N 'T LET NOBODY TURN YOU 'ROUND”

REV. P. B. BROWN Is a Negro Baptist pastor down In Mississippi. Brother 
Brown writes us a letter and encloses copies of two-printed poems writ­
ten by himself that he uses as hymns in bis churches, charging five 

cents a copy for them. The name of the first of the hymns Is "Don't Let Nobody 
Turn You ’Round." The first stanza and chorus are as follows:i *j ■ * ffr. ‘ • >' '■ - • ■ /- — - * .

"Mary to the Savior's tomb
Hastened In the early dawn,

Spice she brought and sweet perfume.
But the Lord she loved had gone.

•-
"Don't let nobody turn you 'round,

Don't let nobody turn you 'round,
Don’t let nobody turn you 'round,

Keep on to Galilee.”

The second hymn sets Itself forth under the title “Where You Bound 
For*". The rythmical chorus 1b as follows:

“ Where you bound for? I'm bound for
Canaan’s land, I’m bound for ’ ■

* Canaan’s land, God knowB,
I’m bound for Canaan's land."

Two of the eight verses are after this fashion:

"Went down to the river Jordan,
And the water It was cold;

The water freed my body,
But God freed my souL

• " I } i I
"I would not be a sinner,

HI tell you the reason why;
I fear old Death may come to me,

And I wouldn’t be ready to die."

The happy-hearted choral Binging of the Negroes, with Its wlerd pathos, 
and sweet melody, Is one of the Institutions of the South. It belongs to the 
whites as well as to the blacks. Whether In the cotton field or In their

____________________ THE HOME FIELD _________ _
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churches, the black people make melodies which touch the universal heart 
Throigh such quaint songs as we have quoted, the Negro has given expression 
to hi i buoyancy and good nature. Through them in part he has won his 
way to the hearts of Southern whites to an extent that they themselves hardly 
understand and strangers do not understand at alL

Ik will, no doubt be a long time before the Negroes are developed to a 
point where they shall In their worship prefer a type of song that does not 
consist so much In repeating the same doggerel line over and over. The 
Home Mission Board, through Its thirty-five Negro missionaries*, 1b seeking to 
aid somewhat the coming of thlB better day, and there are many other agencies 
working. to the same end. But we would give a dollar right now If we could 
foregather with the congregation of Brother Brown and hear that concourse 
of Negro voices singing with mournful cadence, unlimited relish and perfect 
rhythim the song with the chorus, "Don’t Let Nobody Turn You ’Round.”

denominatj 
lowing In

16,0p0*PLACES OF WORSHIP CLOSED EVERY SUNDAY

S IXTEEN thousand houses of worship of Baptists and Methodists In rural 
[districts of the s South are closed every Sunday In the year.

This Is a startling statement to make with regard to the two great 
itions which together have eighty per cent of all the religious fol- 
the South, except what belongs to the Catholics, but it Is a fact 

It results mostly from once-a-month preaching, but also from churches that 
have no pastors.

Dr. John M. Moore, secretary of the Home Department of the Board of 
Missions of Southern Methodists, Is authority for the statement that 6,000 
rural houses of worship of Methodists In the South are closed eaeh Sunday. 
Of the probable 17,000 country churches of Southern Baptists not fewer than 
10,000 are closed on any given Sunday. In ja c t , the number is probably larger.

There is a story that Is resurrected about this time every year, when 
somd limp and nerve-wracked city pastors hie away for a brief rest The 
story Is to the effect that some pious brother, the edge of whose conscience 
was Vlnegarated, reminded his pastor, who was departing for a brief vacation, 
that the devil takes no vacations.

Neither the problems of city nor country churches need treatment 
a t . the hands of acidulated consciences, but behold how relatively small Is 
the matter of city churches closed for a. few weeks in the sweltering, summer, 
as compared with thousands of country churches that may be found closed 
any Sunday In the year!

f&e are delighted that the Home Mission conscience of Southern Metho­
dists Is arousing in behalf of the rural districts. Read the following from 

the annual report of Secretary Moore:
le deserted Methodist churches in the country bring many heartachesto those who knew them In their glory. Like an old field turned out, these 

churches are mute witnesses to a failure In cultivation. Mission money 
was spent on them; but like that now spent In many places, it did not 
secure the service which the conditions demanded, and might as well not have 
been spent. In this day of intensive farming the emphasis is laid upon 
the cultivation. How much religious cultivation can a community receive 
with preaching once a month? Every Sunday of the year passes with 6,000 
of our churches closed and that with 4,000 local preachers Idle and a great 
company of capable and willing laymen comfortably waiting to be called 
to service.”  ■

I
! •
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In this connection wo hope r.o one will neglect to read the article else­

where In this magazine, by Rev. C. W. Blanchard. Bro. Blanchard ■ thinks 
a new department of Home Mission work should be launched by our Board, 
to do the large work needed. This official magazine may not champion a 
cause that may require later ofUclal action of the Board which publishes It, 
however desirable we may consider the cause. Indeed, the Board Itself wisely 
refrains from undertaking work, however It may long to do so, if It believes 
Its denomination Is pot ready for It For the Board Is the creature of the 
denomination.

But wo give our hand and heart to all who will respond, In a pledge 
to agitate when and where It may seem wise for a quickening of Interest 
cn the part of the denomination In the strengthening and welfare of our 
country churches. It Is a matter so simple that we have forgotten to con­
sider It, so close that we are too far-sighted to see It, hut a matter to us 
of Immense Importance.

JUST A  | HOME MISSION CHURCH

HERE 13 a letter from Rev. R. D. Wilson. Home Board Missionary at 
GalTeston, Texas, pastor of the one-year-old Broadway Baptist church, 
which has grown out of a mission Bro. Wilson conducted.

With much eclat and rejoicing the organization of the church took 
place on May 25 last. Then with true Western celerity a revival was com-

Rroadway Church eraw at Calvattos
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menced. It was still In progress when Bro, Wilson wrote—June 14—and the 
membership, which started fifty strong, had Increased to eighty-three.

Just to show what kind of mettle this baby Home Board church is made 
of, it has .already taken a State Mission collection of $413 We confidently 
expect that Bro. Wilson will be telling us how It raised a collection of a* 
dollar a member for Foreign Missions. That is the kind of church Home Mis­
sions develops.

This Broadway church has the best and most beautiful location Bro, Wilson 
ever saw, and our alert missionary finds another strain of joy In .that. But 
hear this minor note of appeal: 'The Home 'Board purchased this beautiful 
lot, but we' must build. But, How? Is the question. Our site Is the finest, our 
people the best, and we can’t afford to build a shack!”

If the kind reader cares to use bis imagination a bit in warm weather, let 
him imagine what it means to us to receive hundreds of such appeals as this 
each year; what it means that, for lack of funds, we must write to most of 
them of oiir Inability to aid. them, till we almost become ashamed of our­
selves, as If we were guilty of feeding the .hungry with pious and empty 
cant.

Then the reader, having so kindly used his imagination, may find his heart 
and conscience touched. We hope so.

HOME MISSION BREVITIES
Here is au invitation to us to attend the Oklahoma Indian Baptist Associa­

tion. It will meet on July 27-30 with the Cheyenne Indians at Short Teeth's 
place, near Kingfisher. How we wish we could attend!

W e have received a letter from a brother- who says he wpuld rather do 
without a meal every day than to miss The Home Field. This Is a kindly 
hut homely way to express hearty appreciation. We are none the less pleased 
with this compliment though we remember^ we would all he better off If we 
did without one meal during this hot weather and further that it is so dry 
in many sections of the South that the vegetable gardens are no longer af­
fording the wherewithal fo provide the meal. ■

The new Mew Mexico Baptist Convention is giving a fine account of Itself 
.In the spirit of evangelism, which has developed wonderfully In the last 
year and which has already borne large fruit We call attention to the 
setting forth of these facts elsewhere by Rev. A. E. Boyd, of Artesla, New 
Mexico. On? feature of this remarkable growth Is. that each pastor in the- 
Convention has promised to preach In at least one revival meeting in another 
church than his own. This is a splendid example for oldef States to follow

A press dispatch announces that the Cuban legislature has decided that 
English shall no longer be taught in the public schools of the island: There 
was strong but unavailing opposition by the minority. While this does not 
materially affect our mission work, which is all conducted In Spanish, we regret 
the action. The Cubans are so near the United States that It would be of 
great advantage to them for many of their people to speak our tongue. Par­
ticularly unfortunate is the attitude of unfriendliness toward this country that 
such action seems to Indicate, albeit we may be as much to blame for that 
attitude as the Cubans are.
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One of our exchanges makes a remark that each denomination is in favor 

of the much-discussed Christian Union on the basis of its own distinctive prin­
ciples. This is Jn exact accord with our own observation, which has tended 
to make us impatient with a lot of the talk on the Christian Union subject 
It is our belief that there is very little Christian Union talk on any other basis, 
once you get at the real thought of the person from whom it emanates. We 
are in favor of the Christian Union on the basis of the Word of God, but we 
can well afford to do without any posing for effect on this subject before the 
gallery gods of the popular magazines and the secular newspaper.

Says the Biblical Recorder: “We lose power the moment we develop 
the social and ethical above the devotional and spiritual.” It would be well, 
especially for every preacher, to get the force of this' idea, how that we are 
beginning to awaken to the social message of the gospel. The sermon of 
Dr. Charles S. Gardner a*, j the Southern Baptist Convention sounded a note 
that was needed in favor of the social application of the gospeL It was greatly 
needed. But there is danger that some will take hold of a lot of half-baked 
sociological ideas and get away from the spiritual and personal relation of 
the individual to God. To do this is to make a blunder which is absolutely 
destructive.

•

A few days ago out in the-country a fanner remarked to us that he knew 
of a dozen of his farmer neighbors who would buy automobiles before the 
end of this year. He himself already owned a "machine.”  In our opinion 
the greatest benefit to society that may be expected from the automobile 
will come to the people In the country districts. This new contrivance of 
travel has had its first popularity in the city, but It is destined to have 
its greatest usefulness as a social force in the country. There it will enlarge 
and brighten community life and take from the life of the ruralite that 
loneliness away from which the country boys and girls are trying to run 
when so many of them unwisely throng to the cities.

I | !We wish the denominational press would pay its respects to the way . 
the Associated Press slighted the World’s Baptist Congress that was recently 
in session In Philadelphia. W e have written a long editorial to express onr 
thoughts on the subject, but The Home Field is too small and comes out 
too seldom. Important as the subject is, The Home Field must make its 
music on an Instrument of one string, and make the length of its performance 
brief at that Nevertheless, that this great American news-gatherer should 
have so slighted a confessedly great International religious conclave, the reports 
of which hare been meager and have given no intelligent idea of what 
transpired, calls for capable attention on the part of the Baptists of America.

-The recommendation of Dr. H. R. Bernard is eminently wise that the 
assoclatlonal executive committees Incorporate in their annual reports to the as­
sociations a suggested apportionment of the money to be raised by the churches 
for missions and benevolence. If the executive committees will do this it 
will bring up the matter for discussion at an early hour at the associations, 
and will secure the publication of the apportionment in the association min­
utes. We wish the executive committees everywhere would follow this sug­
gestion. It ought not to be so, but there are many associations In which 
no apportionments at all are made for the churches. Every one will recog­
nise the propriety of the executive committee of an association bringing such 
•  report -to that body.

THE HOME FIELD
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Our reader* will be pleased to see as our cover design this month the 
historic old First church, at Charleston, South Carolina. This Is the oldest 
Baptist church In the South. If we count the Negro churches it is the mother 
church in the South of more than 50,000 churches. The building of the city 
has been back from the water front The old church, as the time went by, 
found Itself south of the residence section of the city In the business and 
warehouse district Its former glory has departed, though a courageous and - 
devoted band of brethren and sisters still have in It a church home. On 
every account Southern Baptists should feel an interest in this historic old 
landmark, around which dusters so many of the mellow and cherished 
traditions of our denominational past

, t
W e feel tempted to suggest how great an amount of good could be ac­

complished if our dty and town pastors would more generally seek to give 
some of their time to preaching in country churches. They would both con­
fer a benefit and receive one. Moreover, their own churches would be blessed 
through the new Impetus and spirit that they themselves would receive in 
rendering the service. It Is possible everywhere to have genuine comrade­
ship between- the preacher In the town and his brother in the adjoining country 
places On every account this comradeship and conference ought to be had.
In this connection we are tempted to call the name of Dr. Geo. W.- McDaniel, 
of the First Baptist chureh, Richmond. He had not been in Richmond three 
years until he was known throughout the length and breadth of Virginia,1 
especially among the country churches. He habitually spends all or much 

' o f his vacation in preaching to these churches. And nobody know* better 
than he does that the pulpit of the old First church receives additional 
power 'and zest in its ministries because of this occasional contact of the 
pastor with the folk out In the country, whose spiritual appetite, after all, 
■eema always to be keener and more stimulating than that of the urban 
brother, so absorbed in the chase after many things.

Here is a volume of about 200 pages from the pen of Albert L. VaiL Ita 
subject Is, Baptists Mobilized for Missions. Bro. Vail has shown himself a 
capable writer on other occasions, and this little volume is useful. It la 
unpleasant for Southern Baptists to be so often put in the position either of suf- 
ferring slight or of offering objections to the treatment given by writers at the 
North to matters of our denominational history. In this little volume here is one 
chapter of nine pages on the Southern Baptist Convention, which was or­
ganized in 1845, and another of fifteen pages on the Northern Baptist Conven- \ 
tlon, that was organized in 1907. In addition to this, each- of the threa 
Societies of the Northern Baptist Convention is treated In a chapter of its 
own, the average length of these chapters being greater than that given the 
Southern -Baptist Convention, though the Southern Baptist Convention Is 
made to cover everything that Southern Baptists have ever done through their 
general agencies. Under the circumstances It would have been more proper 
for the author to have called his book Northern Baptists Mobilized for Mis­
sions. W e take this occasion to remark that Southern Baptists may expect 
to be thus ynlnlmized by neglect, until th<*f come to write their own books.
It Is a reflection on us that we have long allowed other people to write our 
history lor ns.

____________________ THE'HOME FIELD____________  ~
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PAYS TR IB U TE  TO  W OMEN

T HIS Is our first opportunity since the 
fourth annual commencement exer­

cises of the Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Training School werp held In which nine 
young ladles received diplomas. Dr. Henry 
Alford Porter delivered the address. We 
«copy his tribute to woman: 

r \
Dr, Henry Alford Porter delivered the ad­

dress of the evening, his theme being 
"Woman and Her Work.”  "The victories 
of Napoleon will be forgotten when Dorcas 
and her needles are remembered—Alexan­
der will have passed Into dusty doom long 
before the world Urea of hearing the story 
of the woman with the alabaster box," said 
Dr. Porter.

!
"Somebody has said that th e ; greatest 

discovery of the last century was—Woman. 
Now, that somebody was nineteen centuries 
behind the Umes, because with the coming 
of the ChrlsUan religion woman assumed 
the place in the world which God meant her 
to occupy—the days of her slavery were 
ended—she became again man’s equal—his 
superior, and no longer his slave nor his 
toy. Woman leaped from the asheB of her 
womanhood and flashed forth In splendid 
achievement Plato did not allow women 
among bis followers. Christ gave to woman

a place among his followers—bis deepest 
philosophies were uttered to the woman at 
the well—there were three women at the 
tomb—women shared equally In the Pente­
cost. It has taken ua hundreds of years to 
reach up to the great proclamation of S t 
Paul, ‘In Christ there is neither Jew nor 
Greek, bond nor free, male nor female.” * 

Dr. Porter told of the heroic work of the 
women missionaries In China during the 
Boxer outbreak, and emphasized the fact 
that ’ ’Commerce, clvlllzaUon and geography 
alike owe the missionary a debt they can 
never repay.”  It was stated that "If com­
merce follows the flag, the flag follows the 
missionary. It is one of the facts o f history. 
From the day when the lean Jesuits blazed 
tbe way In North America for the flag of 
France, till Livingstone opened the dark 
continent to European exploitation, tho mis­
sionary has marched before the soldier.”

In presenting the diplomas and conferr­
ing the degrees o f the missionary train­
ing school, Dr. John R. Sampey referred to 
tbe fact that a part of the course of the 
school has been pursued at the Southern 
BapUst Theological Seminary, and he de­
clared that splendid records have been won 
by the girl students who In some cases 
quite eclipsed the work of the men.

JU L Y -T O P IC : EVANGELISM AND CHURCH BUILDING
ON the subject of “Evangelism" we can 

write nothing half so good aa Dr. Bruner’s 
report to the Southern Baptist Convention 
on this subject

The Home Board Is thoroughly committed 
to the Evangelization of the homeland. 
Now that this great subject has been as­
signed as the topic for July, our dear
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sisters *111 be1 eager for detailed Informa­
tion. Sailer & word concerning Dr. Bru­
ner himself:

Weston Bruner, General Evangelist.

Early In the year; 1910 the present Gen­
eral Evangelist, who was then pastor of the 
First Baptist church, San Antonio, Texas, 
and who had been pastor In Baltimore, Rich­
mond and Washington, D. C., was elected. 
He began his work with deep grief at leav­
ing the pastorate which he dearly loved, 
bat with great faith In the boundless op­
portunity which Southern Baptists now 
have. Never In the history of the race 
have a people faced so collossal an oppor­
tunity as the Baptists of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention face today. It's the chance 
not merely to Interpret history, but to make 
history; not merely to reveal the truth or 
God’s Holy Word, but to enthrone this truth; 
not merely to save a nation, but to save 
the nations. • God's Hour has struck for 
Baptists.

But here follows the report. Read, dear 
sisters, and remember the dear self-sacri­
ficing wife, Mrs. Bruner, who must needs 
bear the heroic part that Dr. Geo. W. Truett 
calls "Staying by the stufT.”

Dr. Truett, In his own big-hearted way, 
often comforts the writer by telling her 
David’s command at Zlklag, “That those 
who staid by the staff should share equally 
with those who went up to battle."

If we could know the abiding power of the 
deep piety and full consecration that per­
vades the home life of the Evangelists, we 
would oftener thank our Heavenly Father 
for these bulworks of strength.

Some Remarkable City Campaigns.
As has been so often said In recent years 

by men who are awake to the trend of 
modern- life currents, “The challenge of 
Christianity Is In the city." W e must win 
here or we are hopelessly lost

The year’s worlf has demonstrated that 
the city today can be effectively reached by 
the-Gospel o f the Son of God. The mighty 
multitudes who are drifting away from the 
churches can be turned again toward Zion, 
to which they shall come with bodes of re­
joicing. The Gospel is still “ the power of

God.unto salvation to them who believe," 
as In Paul's day.

.Campaigns have been held daring the 
year In Covington, Ky„ and her neighboring 
towns on the Kentucky Bide; in Lynchburg, 
Ya.; in Portsmouth and Newport News, Va., 
and in Savannah, Ga. A campaign in Mont­
gomery, Ala., Is In progress now as this 
report goes to the printer.

The plan of the campaign .Is quite sim­
ple. There is a union day service at the 
most central church in the city. The gen­
eral evangelist has chargo of this service, 
but does not do the preaching except when 
his turn comes. Each evangelist preaches 
in bis turn. All the singers take part in . 
the services. The program varies from day 
to day, but there Is much praise and prayer. 
Sometimes it turns into an old-fashioned ex-4 
perience meeting; at other times the con­
gregation aro prone before their God, plead­
ing for mercy for themselves and their 
friends. From time to time reports are 
made of the progress of the work in the 
various churches.

Following the union d ty  meetings, the 
evangelists and singers go to noonday ser­
vices in shops, factories, stores, schools— 
in fact, in every place where there Is a 
chance to. preach or sing tho Gospel.

At night each church has Its own meeting, 
which Is conducted by the evangelist se­
lected for that particular church. Each 
evangelist continues at one church through­
out the campaign.

Not Merely Simultaneous Meetings.
A city campaign cannot be properly desig­

nated as "simultaneous meetings.”  It is 
that, but It Is much more. It is the mar­
shalling and organizing into solid phalanx 
all our Baptist forces In the city. "Like a 
mighty army moves” the Baptist hosts in 
response to the call of God through trained 
leadership. Nothing Is . haphazard, but 
everything Is well defined, carefully planned 
and vigorously executed. Tet each man has 
freedom to follow bis own Interpretation of 

‘ the Holy Spirit’s leadings.
Yet the special need of each local church 

is not swallowed up In the general move­
ment The best Interests and largest lib  
erty of the individual church are conserved



and at the same time our great Baptist
strength and seal are unitedly directed so 
aa to win glorious victories for our Great 
King.

For one-half hour preceding the union day 
services In some of our campaigns, one of 
the evangelists has conducted a personal 
worker’s class. This class Is made up of 
the Individuals from the various churches 
who are sufficiently Interested in soul-sav­
ing to attend. The results of this special 
effort to train personal workers have been 
so satisfactory that It will be generally In­
corporated as a regular part of our cam­
paign program hereafter.

Out in the Highways and Hedges.
-

Each evangelist counts It a joy when his 
turn comes to go to a shop meeting. Some­
how there Is a liberty and blessedness here 
that are wanting In the regular church ser­
vice. No dignity Is here to chill; no for-< 
mality to hamper, and no fixed standards to 
pattern after. The yearning and heart- 
hunger of these sons and daughters to toil 
appeal strongly to the preacher. He Is 
gripped by a mighty passion to win them 
for his Master.

In Lynchburg, a service In the Florence 
Crittenden Home, in behalf of the unfortu­
nate but penitent girl, so melted the heart 
of the general evangelist that he was unable 
to do more than weep with them and utter 
a few loving words of assurance that God's 
great heart of love was throbbing sympa­
thy—yearning to bestow (prglveness and 
blessing. •

A well-known pastor declared that the 
street meetings of Wesley and Whltefleld 
could not have surpassed the street meet­
ings which be witnessed In a Godless and 
non-Protestant city. Yes, we arc fulfilling 
our blessed Lord's command to "go out Into 
the highways and hedges, and compel them 
to come in."

The Country and the Mountains.

The country church and the mountains 
have not been forgotten. Some of the hap­
piest exercises of the year have been with 
the country churches, the churches that 
have furnished so largely the brain and 
brawn "heeded for mighty city enterprises.

No call has been declined because the field 
was obscure or poor.

In Barbourville and Louisa, Kentucky, 
were held two of our most blessed meet­
ings. The Louisa meeting was especially 
glorious. There were some 150 happy con­
verts, and the whole country was moved 
God-ward. We are hoping to enlarge the 
effort In this vast and inviting field dur­
ing the coming year. The surging masses 
here, like the surging masses In our great 
cities, are being overwhelmed by the ma­
terialism of this age, and are drifting rapidly 
away from the churches. Yet, when the 
man of God, aflame with love and seal, 
comes with his message of repentance and 
faith unto salvation, many are ready to 
"turn from their Idols to serve the true and 
living God,” for there Is heart-hunger for the 
cross and the Christ of the cross every­
where.

Some of the Year’s Fruitage.
In addition to the general evangelist, who 

has served the entire year, there have been 
under regular appointment for the whole or 
part of the year seventeen other evangelists. 
There have also been nine under tempor­
ary appointment for special meetings. Al­
together they have held 243 evangelistic 
meetings. They have preached 4,905 ser­
mons. During these meetings there have 
been 3,860 conversions, of which 3,082 have 
been baptized, 1,495 been received by letter, 
making a total of 4,577 received Into the 
fellowship of churches. There have been 
455 volunteers for the ministry and mission 
work. Our evangelists have held seven 
Bible conferences. They have collected for 
evangllsm $19,226.80.

Of course we can never accurately meas­
ure the results by mere figures. The work 
of Home Board evangelism Is not the count­
ing of hands; not merely the counting of 
converts, although we rejoice that God has 
given us many converts to count. We fre­
quently say "visible results.”  All results 
are not visible.

Three things are especially gratifying to 
us: first, the larger percentage of bap­
tisms In the total additions; second, the 
mighty awakening In the membership of 
churches; third, the voluntary offering of 
such a large number o f young men and 
women for service In the home land or on
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the foreign Held, should God open up the 
Tray. The closing Sunday moraine service 
has been given, in a number of meetings, to 
the eaD for inch volunteers, and during the 
year 455 have responded. The pastor of 
on e 'o f our largest churches declared pub­
licly at the close of a meeting, that if there

had been no conversions during the series 
of meetings, Just to have made possible this 
one service would have been worth while 
a thousand times O T e r .

Our space being so completely filled with 
Evangelism, we have failed to write on 
church building.

T H E  U N I O N  M A I L  B A G
MISS FANNIE E. S. HECK

THE Union Mall bag contains for this 
delivery not letters from you, but 
one big, fat letter for every one of

you.
The Union is exceedingly definite, and Is 

becoming more so dally. It does not say 
In glittering generalities, "Let us do so and 
so,”  but, "Let us do this, do it now and do 
U this - way."

This letter is about eight things which 
each self-respecting society has tried to do, 
more or less. This year these eight have 
emerged from the realm of ideals Into that 
of working plans.

Do these and we will know what manner 
of society yours Is. Do the very best you 
can on these lines and yon will have a 
definite place and marking in Union records. 
Here is the measure adopted for this year 
by the Union.

L  At least one meeting a month with a 
devotional exercise and a definite mission­
ary program.

2. An increase In membership during 
the year of at least twenty-five * per cent 
of the present number enrolled.

3. An Increase in gifts of not less than 
sixteen per cent of the preceding year's 
contribution.

4. Regular reports to State officers each 
Quarter o f the year.

6. .One of the denominational magazines

or a Calendar of Prayer, subscribed for in 
each home represented In the missionary 
organizations.

6. Observance of the special seasons of 
prayer for State, Home and Foreign Mis­
sions. „

7. At least one Mission Study.Class.
8. An ‘ average attendance at regular 

meetings of a number equal to two.thlrda 
of the membership.

This is the measuring rod for this year. 
Tour Central Committee will send you par­
ticulars of how markings, grades and 
records, will, be made In your State. The 
general plan, which any school girl will 
understand, Is:

Societies attaining any four points will 
be placed in Class C; those attaining six 
In Class B; those attaining seven In Class 
A, and those making all eight on a List of 
Honor.

The reports from the different States 
will be formulated into a chart, to be dis­
played at the next annual meeting, In Okla­
homa City. As It was said In the beginning, 
this Is an exceedingly personal affair, de­
manding your Immediate attention. It may 
be your society was a long Journey be­
tween It and the List of Honor, or a hard 
pull from seven to eight points. In either 
case It Is high time to begin.

J



LHOME MISSION RECEIPTS MAY 15.T19M. TO JUNE 15, 1911 OBB ..>j
A LA B A M A : Dr. W . T . R ,  B 'ham . 110; Clay- N. T .. $8; Providence, by  S. A . W .. $20: S. S..

ton. by R*t . T . O. Reese, for  Evang., $72.65; 
Exp., $4; T ract Fund, f l ;  Ellm, by D. M. P.. 
$4.60; M ontgom ery, Southslde, b y  Rev. W . L  
W alker, for Evang.. 1140; Exp.. (10; $150: W . 
M. W . o f  A la., b y  Miss Mallory, for  salary Miss 
Davis. $21.60; Clayton 6L Ch.. M ontgom ery, by 
Rev. W . P. Price, for E vans., 2153.75; Tract 
Fund, by J. W . W .. Florence, $1; Highland Ave.. 
M ontgomery, by  H. R. H olcom b, for Evang., 
1100; Exp., $16; M ontgom ery, by  L . C. W olfe, 
for Evang.. $90; Prattville, by H . A. Hunt, for 
Evang.. $106.44; T ract Fund. $5; Exp., $19; 
$110.44. Total, $754.19. Previously reported. 
$7.72. Total since M ay. $761.91.

A R K A N SA S: Rev. J. T . Christian, Sec..
$600.96.

DISTRICT O F COLUM BIA: Total since May. 
$14.

FLORIDA: W . M. W . o f  Fla., by Mrs. H. C. 
Peelman. Trcas., $21.91; Mtn. Schools. $2.50; 
Thank Offering, $10.95; Rev. S. B. Rogers, 
Cor. See.. $87.60; Exp., J. B . S ilva a t Conv.. 
$10. Total. $142.96.

GEORGIA: Hawklnsvltlc, by  Rev. j. T. R id­
dick for Evang., $100; Sparks, by Rev. J. f .  
McM anaway, $53.54. Total, $151.54.

K E N TU C K Y: W illiam sburg ch ., by  H. H. 
Hlbbs. for bldg. In Cuba. $100; D r. W . D. 
Powell. $129.18. Total. $229.18.

LOUISIANA: L. A . S.. 1st eh.. Lake Charles, 
by Miss E. R. B-. $17.30.

M ARYLAN D : Crisfleld. b y  R ev. J. T . R id­
dick. for Evang.. $31; Eutaw Place. Balto.. 
by H. W . P.. $90.70; N. Avenue, by C. M. K .  
$36.55; Brantley ch.. by C. W . W .. for W ed. 
Evening Fund, $7.50: Gen. M issionary Fund. 
$39.55; 7th ch.. Balto., by O. M. L .. $23.51; 1st 
ch.. by J. R. Q.. $41.57: "F . S. and L  R . "  $25. 
Total. $300.45. Previously reported, $500. Total 
since M ay, $S00.45. ,

MISSISSIPPI: Logtow n. by Rev. J. M. A n ­
derson. for Evang.. $79.45; Exp.. $20.55: Poplar- 
vllle. by  Rev. R. W right, for E vang.. $50: T ract 
Fund, $8.60: Prentiss, by  Rev. W . A. M e- 
Comb. $19.98. Total. $276.58. Previously re­
ported. $377.48. Total since M ay. $654.06.

MISSOURI: Tabernacle ch.. K ansas City, by 
T. P. J.. $15: Caruthers-illJe. by  George H. 
Crutcher, for Evang., $107: T ract Fund, $13; 
Ludlow, b y  J. A . H., $8. Total. $143.

N E W  M EXICO: J. L  W .. Painter. $1: previ­
ously reported. $27.45. Total since May. $28.45.

NORTH  CAROLIN A: Total since May. 
$285.

OKLAH OM A: J. C. Slalcup. Cor. Sec.. $316.59. 
SOUTH CARO LIN A: H ebron, by J. A . W ., 

$3.76; Sparrow Swamp, by  E. A .. $12; Mlzpah. 
by W . A. P ., $10.99; Grahams, by  J. R  J., 
$19.40; Spring Hill, by  E  O. F., $4.60; Glen- 
wood. by D. T . O.. $2: Orrs Creek, by  W . C. 
8.. $2.60: Pleasant Hill, by  E  L . C.. $8.30: 
Olants ch., by W . T . Derieux. 13: Thrower, by 
J. O. F., 81 cen ts; Sardis, by W . T . S.. $L0B: Sar­
dis. by  E  E  H.. $6.60; Double Sprgs.. by J.

Friendship, by E  H ., $5: Rev. J. F. McMana- 
way. for Mt. Zion, $1.92: Bethany, $2L50; Eden. 
$7.50; Apalachee. $15; Sand Hill, by S. G. R.. 
$4.90; New W estm inster, by L. A  T .. $4.29; 
GUgal. by M. E  R .  $9.75; Peters Creek, by  J. 
H. H.. $2.95; T . R. J.. Lane. $2.95; Sumter, 1st. 
by D. W . C.. $25; W . M. W . o f  S. a .  by Mrs. 
J. N. Cudd. Trcas.. $595.15; Indians, $44.77; 
Thank Offering, $13.25; Mtn. Schools, $13.25; 
D ry Creek, by S. B. S.. $2. Total. $172.12. 
Previously reported, $466.85. Total since May, 
$1,338.97.

TEN N ESSEE: Y. W . A ,  1st ch., Asheville, 
by H. L .  $30.87 Mulberry, by Dr. W . C. Golden, 
for Evang.; $10; Iron City, $6.75; Macedonia. 
$6.40. Total, $56.17. Previously reported. $51.85. 
Total since May, $108.32.

T E X A S: Tyler. 1st. by C  R  W .. $400; F . M. 
McConnell. Sec., $2,200. Total. $2,600. Previ­
ously reported, $1,518.50. Total since May, 
$4,118.50.

M ISCELLANEOUS: Rent. Imm igrant Horn* 
property. Galveston, by- Rev. J. H. Meyers. $15. 
J. W . Michaels' Exp.. $3S.44. Total. $53.44. 
Previously reported, $18. Total since May, 
$71.44.

AGGREGATE: Total, $6,517.48. Previously 
reported. $2,266.85. Total since May, $9,784.33.
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TO START A 
* NEW LIST OF 

SUBSCRIBERS

32 THE HOME
B E A U T I F U L  S T E R E O P T IC O N  SLIDES FREE

The Home Mission Board, besides the set o f slides used by the official force in stereopticon lectures, has a 
duplicate set o f slides for loan to pastors and Baptist workers who wish to present a lecture on Home Missions. 
Ab outline lecture ts furnished with the slides. There is no chance* except the express* char res both w a n  w d  
payment for any'brcakage. Where desired we can loan sufficient number of slides for two lectures.

The slides are unusually beautiful and well adapted to the purpose of impressing the magnitude and far 
reaching effects of Southern Baptist Home Missions. Most of the slides are artistically colored in loeely tints- 

« They show every phase of the work of the nome Board. Persons who wish the slides should make application
I as far as possible ahead of the time it is desired to present the lecture.

PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT, HOME MISSION BOARD. Atlanta, Ga.

Good T i m e

THE HOME EIELD

y Be Sick T r U * Marl g«r 
When Oxypathy

C ities  
t f  America 
and the

n » Isaquick,sure,safe,cheapmeansformastcring French 
artacnes most all ailments ,regarJUssol kind.cause.du- n  .
tn Leading ration, severin- or failure of former treatments j\L*erm an ana.

New and scientific. No dru^s used. * Lasts Italian 
lifetime. Anyone can use it. Treats both des-NZ rx 

perate acute and serious chronic complaints with^. artmentt
the same grand success. Tell jroar story/•*/<*/ to 

our nearest branch, or write for finefree books.

OXYPATHOR SJ£ “
The Oxygenator Co., 185*187 Pearl SL

H m tlm ilw i I f i i i / K l i n n
BUFFALO. N. Y.

Spanish 
V  Portuguese
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Southern Railway
VACATION TRIPS

CUM BER LA N D  ISLAND—
Week-end tickets................. .$ 8.50
10-day tickets .................... . . .  10.00
8eason tickets .......................   13.00

ST. SIMONS ISLAND—
Week-end tickets......................$ 8.50
10-day tickets ...........................10.00
Season tickets........................ !.. 12.00

A T L A N T IC  BEACH, FLA.—
Week-end tickets . . . : ___ J . . $10.35
10-day tickets . t .................... J . .  12.00
Season tickets .....................  14.60

M O R EHEAD C ITY , N. C.—
10-day tickets ....................1.$15.00
Season tickets ..................J ..  23.65

! IINDIAN SPRINGS, GA.—
Week-end ticke ts..........................225
Season tickets ................... : .  3.00
Special Sunday tickets . . . J . . 1.25

WARM SPRINGS, GA__
Week-end tickets......................$ 2.35
Special Sunday tickets'.........  1.00
Season tickets ........................ 3.35

L IT H IA  SPRINGS, GA.—
Week-end ticke ts ...................... $ .85
Special Sunday tick e ts................ 85
Season tickets......................... *. 1.00

T A L L U L A H  FA LLS , GA.—
Wee.k.-«nd tickets...................... $ 3.50
Season tickets ........................ 5.20

G A IN ESV ILLE, GA.—
Week-end ticke ts...................... $ 1.85
Season tickets ........................ 2.70
Special Sunday tickets ......... 1.00

TA LLA P O O S A , GA.—
Special Sunday tick e ts ........ .$ 1.00
Week-end tickets .................... 2.15
Summer tickets .......................  3J?0

OFFICIAL ROUTE
-------------------— t o it h e --------------------— •
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

UNITED SOCIETY CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR
AT ATLANTIC CITY, N. J., 

July 6th-12th, 1911.
t j j •

Cheap Round-trip rates from all points in The South, tickets 
on sale July 3d, 4th and 5th, final limit July 19th; 

with privilege of extension to August 15th.
Attractive L ist of STOP-OVERS and SIDE TRIPS.

SOUTHERN RAILWAY
JNO. L. MEEK,

Asst. Genl. Pass. Agt., 
ATLAN TA.

JAMES FREEMAN, 
District Passenger Agt., 

ATLAN TA.
i t s



How many stimulating and instructive books have been written 
on Home Missions within the last four years. The City Problem 
him been the subject of a dozen volumes. The Problem of Immi­
gration has had a similar amount of treatment, and three books 
have been written on the Country Church Problem within the 
last year, while one or two more are now in preparation.

' The books listed below have been examined by us. They are 
among the best that have been produced. We highly recommend 
Mission Students, Woman's Missionary Societies and Young Peo­
ple's Unions to secure these books. Any of them may he had 
from us on receipt of price, postage extra.
» ♦ I | . *
Missions Striking Home, Jos. E. McAfee. Paper, 40c; Cloth, 75c
A lien s or A m ericans? Grose................... Paper, 35c; Cloth, 50c
Challenge of the City, Strong...................Paper, 35c; Cloth, 50c
The Morning Hour o f American Baptist Missions, Vail.
The Basis of Ascendency, M urphy...........................-Cloth, $1.50

This is a very helpful book on the Negro Question. We com­
mend it highly.
The Social Gospel, Shailer Mathews........................ Cloth, 50c
The Teachings of Jesus Concerning Wealth, Heuver ..  .Cloth, 50c
The Incoming Millions, Grose..........................................Cloth, 50c
The Burden o f the City, H orton ...................................Cloth, 50c
• * x .
Advance o f the Antilles, Grose..................... , .................Cloth, 50c
The Frontier, Platt.......................  ..........Paper, 35c; Cloth, 50c
Rural Christendom, Roads..............................................Cloth, 90c
The Country Church and the Rural Problem, Butter-

- field ......................................................................... .Cloth, $1.00
Day of the Country Church, Ashenhurst..................... Cloth, ’ 1.00

Address all orders* to the Baptist Home Mission Board, 723 
• Austell Building, Atlanta, Ga., or to Dr. J. F. Love, Assistant 
Corresponding Secretary, Slaughter Building, Dallas, Texas.
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