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OUR SPACE IS GIVEN over almost entirely to sermonie utterances on Home Mis­
sions by Brethren C. S. Gardner, C. T. Ball, Powhatan James, J. A . Davison, O. R. 
Mangum and L. B. Warren. We heartily thank these brethren for making it possible 
for us to offer our readers so inspiring a feast on the Home Mission cause.

LET NO ONE FAIL to read the appeal by Dr. P. II. Hell, Treasurer o f the llome 
Mission Board. We regret exceedingly that-ice must present such a large deficit in 
receipts. It can all be changed if pastors and churches everywhere will come promptly 
to the aid of it* cause. The. Treasurer’s statement is a challenge to faithful men 
and' women, who love Home Missions and who do not become weary in doing good. 
May every one according to his oirn ability give himself to meeting the urgent need. 
JFilh this co-operation the task, otherwise beyond attainment, will become easy.

WE HOPE TO BRING OUT (Ac March number of T he  H ome F ield quite early and 
to have in it much material that may be useful to the Baptist women o f the South 
in the Special Week of Prayer for Home Missions which will be observed in the 
Mission Societies February JS~~March 6. Mrs. Gray has generously contributed her 
Department space to our contributors of sermons this month. Let our women write 
Miss Kathleen Mallory, 16 West Franklin, Baltimore, Md., for programs for the 
week. These are for the Young Women’s and Children's Bands, as well as for the 
Women’s Societies. Pretty collection envelopes may also be had from Baltimorr. 
Publicity Depart merit of the Home Board will furnish tracts on request, but requests 
for tracts for children and for programs, etc., should be made to the W. M. U. at 
Baltimore, as above indicated.

- ■ * Y.'i -''iPI;*-:* • j ‘» je : wth!?’
IS MORE THAN ONE place in the sermons we publish this month appeal is made 
to support Home Missions noir in the War crisis, because sncli loyal rupj»ort note is 
true Mission strategy .and statesmanship. Without space to develop the idea our- 
self, Wc utter an emphatic, Amen! to this thought. So far as we can see, to fall 
backward in Home Mission support now would be a grace mistake. From many 
quarters come trorel that the soldiers in the trenches are sending out money liberally 
to Lccp up the Mission work of Christian bodies on the Continent o f Europe, and a 
reriral of religion is noted among the war-torn peoples. May the God o f mercy and 
grace give to us, so much more blessed in peace, a spirit of liberalty that will give 
out of\our comparative plenty in proportion as the poor fellows who fight and their 
mother's and iriic* who pray ami suffer are giving. For “ Righteousness exalte!h a 
naiion. ’ ’ The fear o f God among the people, rather than armament and great 
worldly wisdom, u our hope o f national stability and perpetuity. Tray for and give 
to JTome If Lwionj now!
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T h e  E d ito r  H a s  J o y  and B o a s tin g

THE EDITOR is filled wiih joy and enthusiasm on account of the high-class 
and varied Home Mission sermonie utterances be is able to present to the 
readers of The Home Field this month.

In fact •we feel like boasting, but perhaps we ought not. We have had on 
former occasions the privilege of publishing in these pages some as fine sermons 
and other Home Mission articles as we .have ever read or heard. But this year 
we seem, by the generous service of the number of brethren who have furnished 
in sermonie form the articles In this number, to have outdone our own former 
achievements.

It Is* rather In our effort to challenge the attention of our readers, especially 
the Southern Baptist pastors everywhere, to whom we are sending The Home 
Field for February,— it is rather for this than in selfish glorification that we de- 
clare we have here brought together in these sermons the finest lot of Homo 
Mission addresses we have ever seen In one publication in America. Can the 
reader gainsay our claim? Let him read and answer.

Let every leader and speaker In the churches, especially let every pastor, 
file this number of The Home Field for future use. But, still more do we desire 
that pastors shall read these timely and discriminating utterances on great 
principles and facts in our own Kingdom service, with the view of stimulating 
their own thoughts when they go to prepare to preach on Home Missions this 
spring.

It has come to pass that most of our pastors preach at least one special 
sermon on Home Missions each year between February and the first of May. 
It Is specially in the hope of being able to serve these brethren in the way 
of suggestive thoughts that we send to them this Special Humber of our maga­
zine.

To Southern Baptist pastors, greetings. The printing press makes us very 
bold. No man ever addressed face-to-face your noble body. If  the opportunity 
should ever come to this writer, he wbuld embrace it only with gTeat fear 
and trembling. Yet we take knowledge of you always and our hopes and 
affections center In you. In our own prominent prlnted-page pulpit, (which often 
seems obscure and almost futile In that we habitually have so few of you In 
our audience) our whole life is to try to serve the things which you serve. We 
love the things you love, and we hate sin as you hate I t  We serve one great 
Interest of the Kingdom; you serve all the Kingdom Interests as they relate to 
living people In your own sphere of labor.

May the God of grace bless you, and make you great of heart and good in 
the Lord Jesus and wise unto the things which are dear unto His heart And 
may He in these coming months turn your heart and labors much upon‘ the 
things of Christ which ?re set forth In these pages. Amen.
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Luke 24:47_“ And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached «n his
name unto all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.**

Matthew 2S±18-20—“ All authority hath been given unto me heaven and on earth. 
Go ye therefore, and male disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I  commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end o f the world."

Acts l:S—“ And ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in oil Judea and 
Samaria, and unto the litlrnnozf part of the earth." |

HE WORD "EVANGELIZATION” has come to be a most popular term 
In Christian literature, but there is not yet perfect agreement as to 
its full meaning on the part of those who use It  From the study of 
the missionary' idea, as set forth in the Bible, it Is clear that the word 
evangelization Is larger in meaning than some have supposed.

Some would have us believe that witnessing as set forth in Acts 
1:8, is the main duty of the Christian, ""bese same friends cite us to 

Luke 24:47, in which the emphasis is on the proclamation of the goBpel message. 
It was not an accident that Jesus gave what Is known as The Great Commission 
in Matthew 28:18-20 In the form in which we find it It is summed tip of all the 
commissions. God's plan for world redemption Is comprehensive.

Other commissions emphasize certain other phases of the work to be done, 
as Luke 24:47, John 20:21 and Acts 1:8. However, this Is not the only Instance 
in the Bible where truth seems to have been broken to us by piece-meal because 
of our dullness In the comprehension of spiritual truth. Witnessing, proclaiming 
the gospel message, the training of those won, and the continual presence of the 
Lord with the workers, are all found in the combined Commission.

Contents of the Great Commission.

ALL OF THESE METHODS of work are clearly Illustrated in the life and work 
of the Apostle Paul, who was chosen and specially fitted to be the Interpreter 
of Jesus Christ and his message. He laid hold of God’s plan for world-redemp­
tion in all Its fullness. He witnessed for Christ, proclaimed the message, closed 
in on men to accept Christ, founded churches, ordained pastors, wrote letters for 
the instruction and up-building of the churches, and trained men to carry on the 
work when he should be absent.

Complaints have .come from some quarters that too much emphasis is put 
education here, too much on evangelism there. Of course it is necessary to mail 
tain the proper proportion in all our work for the evangelization of the worh 
Jesus taught us an important lesson on this work. He could easily have give 
all his time to either one of the two or three Important phases of the worl 
For example, he could easily have given all his time to sick people, or 1: 
could have easily given all of his time to the winning of the lost

that Matthew 28:18-20, in which God’s plan ft 
forth in a compact, and yet comprehensive fprm, tl
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missionary plan Is presented as a great business enterprise. Jesus said: “All 
authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth." There Is the
working capital of the enterprise. "Go ye therefore, and make disciples of ah 
the nations, baptizing them Into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
yon." There you have the plan of operation for the business enterprise. “And 
lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the world." There you have 
the partnership for the business.

Aa one studies the missionary message of the Bible, two great movements 
are observed that have run parallel in Scripture and in human history. First, 
progressive revelation and gradual unfolding of the missionary Idea as set forth 
in the Bible; and second, the advancing development of human messengers In 
carrying forward and making effective God’s missionary plan. That our Home 
Mission Board has found Its place In this great plan for world redemption Is 
evident from the moBt effective service which it Is now performing through Its 
various Departments. It Is clear that not only our great Board but that each 
Individual of us must link his life to, and find his place in, this plan If we would 
really count In helping Jesus win a lost world..

Home Missions Must Meet Unprecedented Needs.

HOW SH ALL OUR Home Mission Board meet its heavy responsibilities in the 
unprecedented situation which It faces today. There are four or five answers that 
may be given to this question. First of all, it must be done through the com­
bined efforts of the two and a half million Baptists of the South, each finding 
his plLce and doing bis full duty, and each responding to the needs of the 
work of the Board. The nearer we come to this ideal, the nearer will the Home 
Mission Board come to filling to the full the great mission for which ,lt 
was organized. To this end our Enlistment Secretary is giving his best efforts and 
already good results are manifest.

Shall I make the point that we are under special obligation just now to face 
the situation and do our very best in giving to world-wide missions now here in 
America, because there is likely to be a considerable falling off In gifts to 
missions In Europe on nccount of the millions of money that Is being used in 
those countries In destructive warfare? It Is true we ought to come to the help 
of the world-wide missionary enterprise In a real sacrificial spirit here in America 
in order that the work may not suffer anywhere In the world on account of the 
great war; but the records of missionary societies for Europe for the past 
hundred years reveal an Interesting fact In this connection. Many of the great 
missionary societies of Europe were organized during serious war-times, and 
gifts to these same societies have ever increased during periods of war.

Missions have suffered in some quarters on account of the present war, but 
more money has been received In Europe for missions since the war began than 
for the corresponding period last year. It Is reported that the trouble with 
missions today In Europe is not money, but men. Money is being sent in from the 
trenches, but the missionaries and many who handled the business of the socie­
ties before the war are gone to the front. Wilt we do our duty for world-wide 
missions white others across the sea are facing a great crisis? Will we willingly 
do our duty to missions now or will we wait to be driven to our duty by some 
national or international calamity?

Another answer is that our Home Mission Board can meet the unprecedented 
situation which It now faces if the Baptists of the South will properly relate their 
boundless resources, both material and spiritual, to the work of the Home 
Board. What are our material resources? This is not the place to go Into de­
tails regarding that subject That Southern Baptists are rich and growing
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richer day by day cannot de denied- We have come to the place in the develop­
ment of our natural resources that our wealth will Increase at an unprecedented 
rate from now on. Our gifts to Home Missions should increase proportionately.

Three Great Challenges.

GOD HAS P U T BEFORE US three great challenges to double and triple our 
gifts to Home Missions. First, the rapid Increase of our wealth. Just men­
tioned; second, new territory is gradually being added to our field; third, the 
ready increasing response that is given In the South to the Baptist message. 
"About forty per cent, of all members of all religious bodies In the South ar» 
Baptists," according to the latest report. Fourth, His blessings upon the work 
of our Home Mission Board and the consequent Increase year by year Ip the 
past ten years in the results achieved has been far in advance' of the Increase 
In our gifts. Fifth, another challenge, which I may add to the above without 

straining to do so, is that Foreign Missions Is waiting for Its best and record- 
breaking day upon the right sort of home base. “ Beginning from Jerusalem," 
said Jesus. The evangelization of the world wilt not lag when our churches 
become possessed, mastered and dominated by a living and vital faith which com­
pels to action, and when the spirit of sacrifice in giving is of the type taught by 
the cross.

Space forbids that 1 do more than barely hint at our spiritual resources. 
First, I mention prayer. Gustave Warneck was right when he wrote, “It is 
much more difficult to pray for missions than to give to them?” ; and our beloved 
A. J. Gordon was right when he raid, "You can do more than pray after you 
have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed." The 
neglect of prayer by the churches that constitute the home base cannot help 
hut mean defeat a t the front

Second, I mention dependence upon the Holy Spirit It will ever remain 
true that the supremely Important thing in the world-wide missionary enterprise 
is not more money, nor yet a larger number of missionaries, but Spiritual power 
that is bom of an unconditional surrender to the leadership of the Holy Spirit

Third, I mention faith, the faith that has a firm grip on God, a faith that 
dares and is aggressive. I may mention, also, as a fourth point, the promotion 
of missionary intelligence through our religious and missionary papers, among 
Baptist boys and girls, through instruction In our educational institutions, and through mission study everywhere.

Home Missions Must Make Real a Christian Civilization in America.

FINALLY, what Is the immediate task of the Home Mission Board? It is to 
evangelize the constructive forces that are making the civilization of North 
America—And when I say North America, I am not unmindful of certain boundary 
lines observed by the Home Mission Board. There Is a spirit and genius which 
so pervades the citizenship of North America that when you touch and up-llft 
one section of this citizenship you have uplifted the whole.

What are the constructive forces which are remaking civilization today, not only in the South but through North America?
First of all, our Home Board faces the task of Christianizing patriotism. 

Somebody has said that the slogan used to be: " 'My country against the world.’ 
Christian patriotism cries, ‘My Country for the world.’" The former slogan 
has been charged in recent Umes against Germany. Much has been said about 
preventing war. I think I have the remedy. Whenever the principles of Christ­
ianity so permeate society that unlversalism and the brotherhood of man shall 
take the place of un-Chrlstlanlzed patriotism, then all war will cease. Many 
countries of Europe today are dominated by an un-Christian and false Idea <?(
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patriotism. Hence, the present situation In that continent That Christianity 
can conquer North America and the forces here that are re-making civilization 
and political ideas, Is clear from what has already been accomplished by oqr 
Home Board.

Second, our Home Board must seek to evangelize Immigration. Where In ' 
all the world Is there a more unique combination of races and nations? Surely 
North America Is strategic In this respect. The Southland, and the Southwest 
especially. Is rapidly realizing on the Immigration movement If we evangelize 
these mixed millions that will continue to pour in upon our shores, the impact 
of it will reach around the world.

Third, we must make It possible by larger gifts for our Home Mission Board 
to Christianize the social and etonomic forces that are' helping to remake and 
shape civilization In our Southland.

What a field for service herel What a revolution is needed here! I do not 
preach the doctrine that we should wait until we are perfect, until our society 
Is perfect, before we go abroad with the gospel, but I do say that I feel anything 
but comfortable over what both the foreigner and the heathen must learn about 
the sins of our social and economic life before he learns well from us the message 
of salvation From the viewpoint of our opportunities here in America, one can 
but wonder whether God looks with more favor upon this so-called Christian 
land than upon China, India or Japan.• i i j I , .. * • )' , , •

The Conflict of Materialism and Christianity.

FOURTH, WE MUST MAKE it possible for our Home Mission Board to evangelize 
and spiritualize materialism and materialistic conceptions of life.

The two mighty forces contending for the mastery today are materialism and 
spiritual religion. Educating men to appreciate the spiritual Is our task. Mater­
ialistic notions about the Kingdom be came to establish, on the part of his closest 
followers, troubled Jesus much. On the very day of his ascension they Im­
patiently Inquired of him when he was to set up his material throne in Jerusalem. 
Paul was chosen and specially trained to Interpret to all future generations the 
spirituality of the Kingdom. He may have seen Jesus In the flesh, but he declared 
he would know him In that capacity no more, meaning most likely that the Jesus 
who won him and should dominate him for all time to come Is the raised, 
ascended and glorifled Lord. He saw him In that form on the Damascus Road ' 
and doubtless many times afterward. We must train ourselves and educate the 
members of our churches to appreciate spiritual religion. Such education will 
banish many evil notions whieh are bom of materialistic philosophy.

I have a vision for our Home Mission Board, to me comprehensive and oil 
transcendent Importance. It Is that this Board shall be enabled by our continu­
ally Increasing gifts, through its various Departments to aid North America in 
answering a world-call.

Has North America a world call from God? Has God assigned North America 
a world-task? Mazzinl put it well as follows: "The nations are citizens of 
humanity as the Individuals are citizens of nations.” I repeat, has God called 
our great nation to perform a noble world-task? Does North America hold a 
strategic position? Has she been brought to this strategic point to answer a 
world-call from God, to do a thing that no other nation can do In the Christian 
conquest and evangelization of the world? No Immediate war clouds hang over 
our horizon. We are not promoting militarism, thank God. We have been rid 
of many of the crushing burdens that beset other nations. Is it not that we may 
use our energies and Increasing wealth In making the principles of Christianity 
known and observed throughout the earth? Is It not that we may teach the world 
right Ideas concerning freedom, religious liberty, social and economic Justice, 
and the world brotherhood of man. These great ideals North America has
stood for through the years and here they have come to their best" *•: ’, J • ’ | |  . ' i ; -!



THINK I DO no violence to the fundamental idea of this text to use it 
as a basis for the discussion of this question. It is the warning of] 
Jesus to the Jewish nation;'and I wish to use it as the basis of a 
warning to our nation, in the Interest of the Home Mission work. Our 
situation and responsibility as a people have always been peculiar, and 
that peculiarity is mightily emphasized by the world situation today, 
which is without a precedent in all the tragic annals of the past

We are not essentially better than other people. I am quite sure of that. 
Indeed we are bone of their bone and flesh of their flesh. Under similar condi­
tions we should most likely be doing Just about as they are doing. But the 
conditions are not similar. Our situation is exceptional. Our geographical Isola­
tion. with mighty oceans rolling their waves between us and other great nations, 
renders it possible for us to breathe more freely the air of peace and to cultivate 
the spirit of universal brotherhood, without the nervous anxiety that must char­
acterize those who have powerful and jealous nations touching their very borders. 
This is the reason why we have had the chance to shake off in a measure the 
frightful burden of militarism, which is far more paralyzing to the spirit of brother­
hood than it is even to economic prosperity. And this is the reason why we 
have been able to devote ourselves with greater success to the arts of peace and 
make our country inviting to other peoples as the land of plenty.

As we look now from our point of vantage upon the vast struggle that con­
vulses the European world, some lessons should come home to us with extra- 1 
ordinary force. We should Btrive with renewed vigor to bring this whole nation of ours to vital Christianity—

1. Because it seems to be its providential mission to stand for and promote 
the cause of peace on earth.

AS I HAVE INTIMATED, we are no better fitted for this task by nature than 
other people, but we are better fitted for it by situation. And If with our better 
situation we do not perform this holy task, it will be because we are not a Christian nation.

lo r Christianity is opposed to war. There can be no reasonable question 
as to that. True, Jesus said: "I came not to send peace on the earth, but a 
sword.” But the sword his disciples were and are to bear is a spiritual weapon 
and its keen edge brings life to the soul and not. death to the body. It is wide 
or the mark to talk of the virtues which war cultivates. It develops loyalty. 
solJdarity within the warring nations; but it digs a chasm of hate as deep as the 
Pit of hell between them. You cannot, under the law'of Christ, atone for your 
ha e of some men by your love of others. Nor Is the love which war develops
hrinih611 ! Wh° ,fig?t undcr lhe -banner the same ns that which Christ breathes Into a soul. It is, Indeed, a very different thing. But I need not waste
words by insisting that Christianity and war stand off in sharp antithesis to each

u no Jthu  *nm!’ V V u  DeC09sniT or wise t0 eo to extremes in our insistence 
tions i n  H - T  under,ake 10 Ea>- that, under no conceivable condi-
very existence is ^  I!*0" 1 without violating Christianity. Wbat ir itsme > an unscrupulous and hostile power? May the
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nation not be justified on Christian principles,'In going to war In self-defense? 
Certainly it would be hard to persuade the average man that Christianity forbids 
it- I shall not argue the question. Let It be granted; though there is another 
side to the question.If to our natural impulses it appears self-evidently right that a people should 
go to war in defense of their national life, their political Independence, It 
should be remembered that the impulses of the natural man are not the criterion 
of Christian ethics; and it should also be emphasized that It is quite possible for 
a people to contribute more to the progress of humanity towards its true goal, 
the realization of the Kingdom of God, without separate political existence than 
they could with i t  x

The fundamental reason for war, and for hurtful confliot in every sphere 
of life, Is that life is not controlled by Christian motives. Wherever destructive 
conflict rages, there the spirit of Jesus is not present. Even if sometimes; one3 one 

right-party to the conflict is justified. It Indicates all the more forcibly that unrli. 
eousness is the Instigating cause of the war; and while it rages, it at once 
stimulates and unleashes the baser passions, even among the people who are 
defending themselvqs against unjust aggression.

But we must look at the matter not only from the standpoint of the Individual, 
but also from the standpoint of the social life. The cause of war Is not only that 
evil reigns In individual bosoms; but that it is embodied in the organized 
life of the State. Remember that sometimes the organized life represents a lower 
grade of morality than that of the average Individual. An institution, or a cor­
poration may pursue a  course of conduct either better or worse than would be 
pursued by the average individual In it, if acting alone; yea, better or worse than 
any individual in it would pursue by hlfnself. It Is when evil becomes f thus 
organized In institutions and corporations that it is most difficult to deal with.

But my purpose Is not to discuss the ethics of war. It is to emphasize;the 
great fact that a heavy responsibility rests upon this country to embody in Us 
Institutions and policies the spirit and tbe Ideal of peace. To do this It must 
be made a Christian nation—Christian in the character of its individual citizens 
and Christian In the very structure of Its organized economic and political life. 
We are far from this goal yet—far from It when we think of the Individual 
citizens; further from It, I fear, when we think of our great industrial and 
political institutions. .

There Is in tbe situation a mighty call to take more seriously our Home 
Mission work. Let us Christianize our nation, both in its Individual and its 
Institutional life, that America may stand among the angry and embattled na­
tions with tbe serenity and dignity of Christian peace upon her brow and be 
able to paint the way and lead the way to universal and permanent cessation 
of bloody strife.

2. The strain of targe prospective Immigration is a special reason why just 
now we should strive with extraordinary vigor to Christianize our nation.

IT SEEMS AS CERTAIN as anything future can be that a t the end of this wa- 
there will be a vast influx of people from Europe. The people of those lands 
will be reduced to extreme poverty. Their industries will be partlaUy or ■ rfholly 
wrecked, and enormous burdens of taxation will press them into the very earth— 
for this incalculable waste must be paid for.

If in the past thousands, yea, millions of them have found reason to seek for 
easier economic conditions In this Western continent, those reasons will bel a 
hundred times more weighty In the decades Immediately following this devastating 
war. They will come, come In great streams; there Is every probability that there 
will be floods of them; a veritable Inundation of foreigners will sweep over this 
favored land.
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T P "This is prophecy, to be sure; and It Is rarely safe to prophesy. And certainly 

no one can- surely forecast the results of this unexampled situation. But all 
Indications point in this one dlrecUon. It looks as if we arc destined to witness 
not so much an immigration as a veritable migration of peoples.

* If this forecast is correct, bow well perpared are we to receive these in­
coming millions?

We still have room for them. No part of our country, or at most only small 
sections of ltj are densely populated, according to European standards. A recent 
trip to the West and Southwest left upon my mind many strong impressions, 
but the dominant one was that of room. As one’s eyes range, hour after hour, 
yea, day after day, over those vast, fertile and sparsely populated plains, he 
comes to have, the feeling that there is room here for all the vast numbers of 
over-crowded lands.

And there are yet abundant economic opportunities for them. The resources 
of our valleys, our mountains, our plains have barely been touched. Under proper 
conditions every industrious hand of these coming millions will find profitable 
work to do in turning our immeasurable resources into usable wealth. Our 
uncultivated fertile acres, our untouched stores of mineral wealth, all the vast 
economic possibilities of this .continent, which stagger even a bold imagination, 
are invitations to the coming throngs.

But have we the moral and spiritual energy to receive them kindly, to treat 
them Justly, to; educate them wisely, to Christianize them thoroughly,—to build 
them into the structure of a high, pure, strong, fraternal, democratic, spiritual 
civilization? Alas! there is where we must put the question mark. There is the 
danger point Let it be said with ail possible emphasis that If these incoming 
peoples are to be thus received and converted into good citizens of a great demo­
cratic Republic of Justice, these things will have to be done, and done with the 
greatest urgency.

First, our political institutions must be purified and our political habits and 
methods radically reformed. This Is especially true as to our city politics. 
These multitudes will swarm into our cities, and the foulness of our city 
governments Is "a by-word and a hissing" to the ends of the earth. Shall these 
immigrant thousands be poured into the cesspools of our city politics, there to 
be personally comipted into political slaves of unscrupulous boBse9. and per­verted from all time ideals of citizenship?

I shall not speak of the danger to us in this process. Surely It Is appalling 
to contemplate. I do not emphasize it, because the corruption of our city politics 
will bring ruin upon us anyway, if not removed, without taking Into consideration 
the multitudes of incoming foreigners, whose presence at the worst will only 
hasten the process of decay, If we do not rise up and cast out this demon from 
our midst. I emphasize rather the danger to them and the forfeiture of our his­
toric mission in the present crisis; If we fail in this moral task.

Sesoud, we must Christianize our economic life. The corruption of our politics 
is not the primary evil among us. It Is that our Industrial and commercial life 
Is In very large measure are organized system of greed—a mad, selfish, unscrup­
ulous struggle for gain, operating with but little restraint of conscience through 
great impersonal, “soul-less" corporations. Hence the worst features of our 
corrupt politics, hence the widespread infection of our whole life with mate­rialism.

Is this too strong? I am not unaware of the finer, nobler aspects of our mod­
em industrialism; but if we are to reduce our civilization and fit ourselves, 
for the high providential task which now is imposed upon us in a most tmnmp»l

<
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way, we must bring this vast system of economic, corporate life under thei 
sway of Christian motives.

Third—and this Indeed Is fundamental—we must purify and exalt our Ideals 
of personal and civic life. Need I odd that this Is the specific social task of 
our organized Christianity? Ideals are the springs of life, the guides of con­
duct, individual and collective. And whence shall we derive these Ideals that 
light us to a nobler Individual and national life—whence, If not from the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ?

O, what a time it is for preaching the gospel— the real, sound, converting, 
transforming gospel 1 We must take It more seriously for this life as well as 
for the life to come. What an hour It is for Home Missions! This land must 
be redeemed. With every succeeding historical crisis It becomes more apparent 
that America holds the strategic position In the age-long contest between the 
Kingdom of God and the Powers of Darkness, and this great fact appears more 
obvious than ever in the lurid light of this vast world-war.

M ore Board as an Educational Factor

POWHATAN W. JAM ES. TH.D., SELM A. ALABAM A.]

“ Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” —Matt. S81SQ.

UR TEXT CONSTITUTES the Magna Charta of Christian Education. 
It has to do with the great human part of the world-wide program 
of bringing In the Kingdom of God. A study of Its context will 
reveal (1) the source of the authority and power whereby we-are 
made bold to participate In such a program, (2) the method by which 
we are to proceed and (3) the blessings promised.

Universal power Is given to Christ We are united to him as 
the branch to the vine. The power In the vine is made operative through the 
branch. Hence Christ functions through his followers. These followers are to 
make disciples or learners of the Individuals In all nations. And all power in 
heaven and earth necessary to accomplish this end Is at hand. How Is it to be 
done? The method is threefold:(1) Bring the world and the gospel together. Get the Individuals In these 
nations to come into the attitude of learners of Christ Place before them the 
truths of the gospel. The spirit of God will operate on their hearts through 
this truth, bringing them to exercise a saving faith. A new creature in Christ 
Jesus is the result Though human means may be used, the actual transforma­
tion is wrought by divine power alone.

(2) This new creature must declare himself to the world: and for his owh 
good as well as the good of others make his confession of faith as to the Trinity 
and the great epochal experiences In the earthly career of our Lord as portrayed 
In baptism and to the memorial of which he wishes to make his personal contri­
bution.(3) But this follower Is still a mere babe in Christ and must go through a 
long period of schooling in the all things pertaining to a well-rounded Christian 
life which Christ commanded for his followers.

This is the big part of the task, viewed from the human standpoint God



pan and does effect! regeneration In those to whom we carry the gospel aright.. 
It Is a  comparatively simple matter to get such as are saved to memorialise him 
In baptism; but tyhat of the stupendous task of teaching them to observe alt 
things he commanded? Surely for that w e  need all that power In heaven and 
earth which was given unto him and we also need that his promise to be with us 
all the days be fulfilled even now.

When God throltgh his people has evangelized the world, their big task of 
teaching and being taught to observe the all things of Christ will be in its 
Infancy. But the latter can not wait for the completion of the former. The 
evangelization of the world and the full education of Christians must proceed 
simultaneously. From the first, the two processes have dove-tailed the one Into 
the other. They can not be separated. It were better to attempt to sever in 
twain the Siamese twins than the twins, evangelism and education. They are 
mutually dependent the one upon the other Evangelism without education will 
soon degenerate Into a nerveless sentiment and education without evangellsnt 
will soon become a pulseless form. The Master knew this and that is the reason 
he bound them so close together.

Baptists have hugged evangelism to their breast and nourished It with much 
of their best UTe. That Is well We all rejoice that Baptists have been so 
signally blessed as heralds of the gospel. But too often have we held education 
a t arm’s-length and been disposed to criticise it as an alien to our commonwealth 
of Israel- Not that we have loved evangelism too much, but education too little. 
This statement of course must be made with reservations. It Is not true of seg­
ments of Baptists. Here and there, from their early days as a separate denomi­
nation, groups of Baptists have fostered education and given to It the finest of 
loyalty. But as a whole, Baptists have not yet come Into a full consciousness 
of their educational obligation.

Take for example, the Southern Baptist Convention, which Is the largest 
single constituency of Baptists in the world. This Convention was brought Into 
being by a realization of tbe necessity for United missionary effort For some 
time Its primary work was the promotion of evangelism upon tbe foreign field. 
Subsequently it became a clearing house for the activities of the Home Mission 
Board, tbe Sunday School Board and the Southern Baptist Theological Setnl- 
riary. The work of the Sunday School Board, as related to the Convention, was 
primarily the production of literature for Baptist Sunday-schools, a very import­
ant educational task related directly to the life of our people for one half hour 
each week.

So far as the Convention functioned through the Seminary it was functioning 
educationally; but that was technical education and touched directly only two or 
three hundred annually. In recent years the Convention has concerned Itself with 
the school side of education for a larger number of the people on the foreign 
and home fields through the schools conducted under the auspices of the Foreign 
and Home Boards. But in large measure, this concern on the part -of the Con­
vention, as such, has been one of passive assent rather than positive Initiative. 
This last statement is more true of the schools in the foreign fields than the 
mountain schools of the Home Board; for at Hot Springs in 1900 the Convention 
committed Itself to the proposition of the Home Board, made through Dr. JohnE. White, to promote the Mountain School Work.

Thus we see that the Southern Baptist Convention as such has never at­
tempted to formulate a comprehensive educational policy or directly promote 
an adequate educational propaganda for Southern Baptists as a whole. There are 
two possible explanations of this. Either our educational consciousness has not 
yet developed Into a sense of educational obligation, or we have concluded that 
In matters educational, except as to the Seminary and Mountain Schools, we do not need a unit any larger than the State.

The Convention's policy and propaganda as to the Seminary, and In recent
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years tbe Mountain Schools, have been both comprehensive and adequate. But 
what of our general educational program as a people of the Southern Baptist 
Convention7 Our present program is for each State to look after Its own educa­
tional Interests and the sheriff take the hindmost. We did strain a point at 
Nashville and instruct the Home Board to save our Arkansas college from the 
sheriff, but that was done by a coup d’etat and therefore was rightly criticised.

As Southern Baptists we have no general educational program, and be­
cause of this fact we are depriving ourselves of one of the greatest of undying 
forces and failing to elevate education to the dignity of a great Christian doc­
trine where Jesus wanted It placed by his true followers.

The greatest and most imperative task before Baptist churches today is not 
the Increase of their membership, is not their material equipment, is not the 
evangelization of the heathen, but Is the proper education of their present mem­
bership. Given that, the other things will follow as the day follows the night. 
Only one-third of the members In one-half our churches are giving anything for 
the spread of the gospel beyond their own communities. There is something 
wrong with the education of the other five-sixths of our people. Education and 
enlistment and enlistment and education, that’s our problem now.

And In order to solve It Southern Baptists, as a whole, must unite their 
strength upon it. We must endeavor to unify, correlate and magnify the edu­
cational work which, as a religious group, we propose to undertake. We must 
develop our educational consciousness, we muBt be able to concentrate our whole 
strength upon strategic situations, we must manage to arouse an educational 
enthusiasm among our people which will elevate education to the dignity of a doc­
trine and make It a test of loyalty, as much so as missions. In other words, our 
Convention must create an education board or commission, which shall make a 
thorough and Intensive study of our whole educational task within the bounds of 
the Convention, and then, as a result of this Impartial study, be In a position to 
exercise an advisory function, much as does the National Commissioner of 
Education for public education In the United States.

Doubtless there would develop later the necessity for this board or Com­
mission to raise money for educational purposes, but that would be a matter 
of development. The prime reason for its creation would be that through it the 
Convention, as such, might Intelligently and systematically develop a sense 
of educational obligation among Southern Baptists, help to co-ordinate our 
educational efforts and issue an educational propaganda that would tend to place * 
before us our superlative need for education and enlistment.

That Buch is our superlative need calls for but little argument. Take Ala­
bama, for example. The majority of Baptist preachers In this State have never 
been to a college or a seminary. And what of the people whom they are sup­
posed to lead? And it is useless to bring up that old contention that piety flour­
ishes best In Ignorance. Such a contention Is an insult to Christ, who spent a 
large portion of his three years public ministry In teaching and training 
bis disciples.

The brilliant success of the effort upon the part of the Convention as a whole 
to educate and develop the boys and girls of the Southern Highlands through the 
Mountain Schools of the Home Board should encourage us to undertake the 
larger task of bringing our Convention strength to bear upon the whole field of 
our collegiate work. Southern Baptists as a unit through the Convention and 
under the auspices of the Home Board, have been able to do this Mountain 
School work much better than the several State Conventions could have done I t  
In this case the State was not a large enough unit Our largest un it the South­
ern Baptist Convention was needed to do i t

And I hope the time Is not far distant when we shall realize that our largest



I

14________________ frgE H6ME m tB

unit is the one through which we should function, especially In relation to our 
academy and college work.

Let us briefly look at the school work we have done In the Southern High­
lands through our agent, the Home Board, and see If In the near future we 
should not through the Home Board, or better still through a General Educa­
tion Board (or Commission, for the sake of those who are afraid of the word 
“Board”), address ourselves to our mighty educational task which calls for gen­
eral co-operative effort even as the Mountain Schools called for it. A recent 
Home Board tract says:

“The mountain region of the South includes 178 counties, in seven States, 
and has an area of 76,592 square miles, which Is 4,000 square miles larger than 
South Carolina and Kentucky combined. It is composed of parts of Virginia, 
North’ Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee and Kentucky. 
In these States, outside of the mountain counties, there Is a population of 11,680,- 
000, or forty-eight to the square mile. In the mountain counties there la a 
population of 3,334,000, or forty-three and four-tenths per square mile.

A comparison between the Religious Census of 1906, and the Southern Baptist 
membership for the same year will show that the 463,200 mountain Baptists in 
that year were nearly one-third as many as the entire Baptist membership 
in the Southern Convention's territory at that time. There Is no reason to be­
lieve that this proportion has since materially changed.

“There are more white people per square mile in the mountains than in any 
region of equal size in the South. The Isolation of the mountains is for lack 
of meaqs for inter-communlcation, and not for lack of people.

“There are more native born American whites ready to be trained and to 
profit by training In this district than in any other district of equal area In 
America, and this training can be accomplished at less expense than would be 
had among any other people.

"In a day when the un-American aggressions of Romanism are challenging the 
most serious thought of statesmen and evangelical Christians, this 76,000 square 
miles is more free from Roman Catholics than any part of America.

“With one-twelfth the area of the Southern Baptist Convention and about 
one-ninth of its population, this region has practically one-fourth of the Baptists, of the South.

“These facts challenge attention. It Is not Intended here to take Bpace 
to comment upon them. The Home Board System of Mountain Schools is train­
ing 5,000 bright mountain youths. Seventy-five young ministers a year are trained 
In these splendid power houses of the Highlands. Is there any wiser, better, 
more promising work of love In which we may engage than that of maintaining 
these schools and enlarging their number and reach?

“To meet the needs of this great territory the Home Mission Board Is main­
taining a system of Christian academies. The number for the fiscal year 1913- 
1914 is thirty-four. During the year 1912-1913 there were thirty-three schools 
maintained and 149 teachers. 5,il8 students, 64 ministerial Btudents and 309 bap­tisms of student converts.

“In these schools special emphasis is placed on training for Christian service. 
Most of the young men and women are professed Christians before they cbme 
to them and the 309 baptisms reported for the fiscal year 1912-1913 speaks elo­
quently of the high moral and religious atmosphere that permeates the students of these Christian schools.

"Incomplete returns show that they have trained 336 ministers, 185 lawyers 
213 physicians, twenty-four trained nurses. 2.387 teachers, twenty-seven mission-
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aries, fifteen civil engineers, 2,893 farmers, S6S merchants, thirty-eight bankers 
and eighteen legislators."

Most of this fine work has been done since 1900, when the Southern Baptist 
Convention through the Home Board took hold of the situation. But perhaps 
the greatest part of the work can not be tabulated. We might pursue this 
study further and note the other ways in which the Home Board Is a great 
educational factor, but time does not permit This Is enough to Indicate that 
one of our general Boards has already become a great educational factor, enabling 
us to co-operate constructively on one of our big educational problems. Why 
may we not, through an enlarged department of the Home Board or through a 
newly created Education Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, co-operate 
constructively on our whole educational problem? it is my deliberate judgment 
that we should attempt i t

Baptists must give more time, thought and money to their schools. If within 
the next ten or fifteen years we as a denomination don’t rally around our colleges, 
we are going to lose about one-half of them. We must make our schools thor­
oughly Christian. We must make them more efficient and we must elevate edu­
cation to the dignity of a doctrine among us. To do these things we must 
combine our whole strength and use It in strategic places. By the Bible and 
especially by the words of our text we are commanded as followers of Jesus 
Christ to adopt a worthy program. And if we do we have the assurance of his 
presence with us.

Then, too, by certain of our own beliefs, by the State and the Carnegie 
Foundations, by our own educational history and by the modem democratic world, 
we are challenged to set ourselves the task of vitalizing onr great democratic 
message by the dynamic forces of Christian education. May our motto be­
come: Vision and efficiency through education. Then shall we be teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever he commanded.

rY/Ai.LSoFf|ETI1:en(:e™|jAIESofHOPE* 1K
: O .R . M A N G U M .  D.D.. PARIS. KENTUCKY. i

*
Te sec the distress that ire are in, hotr Jerusalem lieth waste and the gates thereof 

are burned with fire: Come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no 
more a reproach,—Neh. S:17.

E HEM I AH IN HIS FAR-AWAY captive-home, keeping the welfare of 
Jerusalem enshrined in his heart. Is a splendid example of lofty 
Home Mission passion. The reports of her desolate conditions left 
In his heart an ache that was mirrored in his face. Seeing this, 
the King granted him permission to return to rebuild Jerusalem. 
He was Israel's first great Home Mission statesman since David.

1. The Ruins That Need Repair.
1 NEHEMIAH RODE AROUND THE WALLS In the night time and saw a 
City in ruins. “Jerusalem lieth waste,” "Walls broken down, and gates there­
of consumed with fire" Her walls were for protection against every foe, and
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her gates were gates of hope through which passed the world's peaceful caravans 
of trade that fed the city and the nation’s life. But her walls of resistance 
were broken down and her gates of hope were consumed with fire. She was a 
prey of ever}’ enemy and too weak to make defense against any

Our task stands in striking contrast to that of Nehemiah. We behold a 
world full of cities lying in ruin. The despoiler has passed through them leaving 
ruin in his trail. The walls of resistance for the inhabitants have been broken 
down, and the gates of hope Tor its people have been destroyed with fire. God's 
perfect man has degenerated, God's fair Eden destroyed and God's image in man 
defaced.- G. Campbell Morgan has well said: "Man (became) ignorant of God 
through sin. Distanced from God by sin. Unlike God in sin.’* Thus the ruin 
is complete.

2. The urgency of the world’s need. In the blind battling of man with sin. 
he slowly comes to realize that his resistance has been shattered and his hope 
of victory taken away. He fights against his shackles until bruised and bleeding 
he settles down to hopeless despair. He is a captive of sin. Mind, body and 
soul is enslaved. All walls of resistance have crumbled. All gates of hope hav* 
been consumed.

“Soldiers of Christ in truth arrayed 
A world in ruins needs your aid:
A world by sin destroyed and dead:
A world for which tho Saviour bled."

The multitudes without Jesus are like ^heep 
without a shepherd, blindly battling with the wolf. 
There Can be but one outcome: death.

3. Because of this urgency we need a baptism 
of vision of the world's need. More than half of the
world lies in darkness without even a profession of 
faith in the Christ who came to save. If we are 
sincere In our missionary creed, then we are com­
pelled to awake to this urgency, for our opportunity 
passes with this generation.

Southern Baptists need to be taken captive by 
the possibility of the gospel they preach, for it Is the 
power of God unto salvation of all those who believe. 

And those who are shaken out of their self-content and aroused from their 
blindness. That can be done by giving them a vision of the Saviour who died for 
the sins of the world, and by letting them see that the very world for which
Jesus died to save is perishing for want of that Saviour. The vision of a world
lost in sin will alone suffice to crush the narrow provincialism of many Southern 
Baptists who are deaf to the world's cry of need, and who are Interested only In their little neighborhood.

11. They Repaired Those Ruins Under the Influence of a Great Patriotism.

1. THAT PATRIOTISM WAS A PASSION to restore Jerusalem, the City of the 
living God. Fallen Jerusalem, with the temple of God desecrated, was a reproach 
upon their God and even more than a reproach upon them as a people. They 
felt humiliated in the eyes of the world. Therefore, they would arise and build 
and end the reproach of Jerusalem. In the clarion call of Nehcmiab he aroused 
their loyalty to God and their fagging patriotism toward their land of promise.
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Tbere is a patriotism in restoration and there is a  reproach in sin. For 
"Righteousness exalts a  nation, but Bin is a reproach to any people." The 
thousand forms of sin lurking In the cities of the South are a reproach to us. 
We claim to be a Christian people and when we fall to live by that standard, we 
are a reproach to the gospel we preach.

We are compelled to win this.nation to Jesus Christ, and exemplify his teach* 
Ings In our lives, If we would make effective what we teach the nations of the 
earth. That is the new Christian patriotism which is the heart and soul of the 
Home Mission enterprise. We are beginning to see that the gospel will never 
make much headway In the Orient until ft is backed up by the Christian conscience 
of America. When that day comes you may expect to see, what we have long 
sung, "A nation born in a day."

Tho Christianity taught by our missionaries in the Orient is discredited by the 
lives of the Christians In America. There is in progress today a Chinese invasion 
of American colleges. Some of the best students from the government and mis­
sionary schools are finding their way into our colleges and universities. What do 
they think of our institutions? They aie copying us in some respects.- Shall 
they copy our faults? They see our cathedrals, our palatial churches and our 
reeking slums. They see wealth and luxury, yes, and waste on the one hand, and 
hard-grinding, soul-starving poverty on the other. They see our insane rush for 
wealth at any cost and they must read with amazement the statement of the 
Christ, whom we profess to obey—“Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.

Unsaved America must always remain a lame Foreign Mission agent. The 
greatest service which we can render the world is to make this land genuinely 
Christian. When we give the world an object lesson of what Christ can do for a 
nation,.we will need but few to persuade others to give Jesus a larger place in their 
nation’s life.

There is a false pa riotlsm that would take up a gun to repel an invading 
foe, but wMch is not strong enough to prevent that same defender from becoming 
a foe to . J that is good on his return. The highest patriotism is revealed in the 
restoration of ruined man for whom Jesus died. State and Home Mission workers 
are the real patriots of this nation of ours. They give their best for the upbuild­
ing of the nation's life. When J. M. Peck went as a lonely missionary to open 
up the Mississippi valley for Christ, it meant more to the real life of this nation 
than the famous ride of Paul Revere, and I contend that he was a nobler 
patriot.

2. Their unfailing inspiration. "I told them of the hand of my God which 
was good upon me." "The God of heaven will prosper us.” That message put 
iron into their blood and fire Into their souls. They arose as one man' and 
accomplished the task “for the people had a mind to work.” That Is the 
message for Southern Baptists. “The God of heaven will prosper us.” Let that 
be our unfailing inspiration! Under God we can say, with Caleb, “Let us possess 
the land for we are abundantly able to take it.” Last year the Home Mission 
Board reported 30,851 baptisms. The chariot wheels of Zion are moving. We 
are on the threshold of a new day. Our task Is to restore the ruins. Restore 
the lost Eden In a grander form by establishing the Kingdom of God in the 
hearts of men. We have the holy ambition to build again the walls of resist­
ance round every hearth-stone and to open wide the gates of hope before 
every life.

ill. The Method of the Restoration Was Sane.
1 . NEHEMIAH BEGAN THE REBUILDING with a home appeal. "Every one 
(built) over against his house." In this he recognized a  righteous home pride. 
Build there to protect your wife and children, was a master-stroke of his 
genius. Today there are ruins before every door that need repair. And what
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1b more, If this world la ever restored It must be through a home appeal. Build 
the I attlements strong about your house.A good home may be your best contribution to the well-being of the world. 
Surely that is needed. But also in their rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, .they 
established a base of supplies strong and powerful. .Not only could they cope 
with the alien Influences in and around the city, but they could fling their out­
posts to the fartherest firing line. In this way they preserved the unity and 
Integrity of the Jewish race and prevented the remnant from being absorbed by 
the Pagan nations around them. So in Paul’s travels he found a Synagogue in 
every city. Jerusalem was the hub—the base of supplies.

Here is a lesson for us. All missionary power Is an overflow. If we are to 
be used of God as an agent of world evangelization, we must establish here â 
base of supplies sufficient for a world campaign. This can be done only by 
making America thoroughly Christian. Can we do it? We must! For the 
European war has thrust America forward as the one nation which can present 
to the world the Prince of Peace.

"Europe is on fire." "The Christianity of Europe is in eclipse." Foreign 
Missions in all the heathen world look to America for support, for Europe cannot 
support them. All the heathen nations are looking on with skeptical eyes and 
troubled hearts as Christianity on bloody battlefields seems to be committing 
suicide. Only America Is left to serve as an .argument to all heathendom that 
the Christian religion is superior to the Pagan.

Will America accept this responsibilty and meet her.hour? Surely God 
has highly favored this nation and has given us an opportunity of service such 
as few nations have had since time began. To prove faithless now will mean 
grave disaster to his Kingdom.

Not only Is this true, but the millions of foreigners in this country must be 
Americanized and evangelized. The immigrant is a challenge to the church—a 
challenge to the sincerity of our missionary propaganda. When a man can 
agonize over a lost Chinaman in China or a benighted African in Africa, and 
straightway lose interest in that Chinaman, or that African, when he chances to 
live next door, then has it come to pass that ’’The fool’s eyes are In the ends 
of the earth.” His belief In missions Is mere sentimentalism. Why the un­
happy conditlpnq in this country resulting from immigration. If we are honestly 
sincere in our missionary propaganda? While immigration is temporarily 
checked by the European war, we ought to find out the answer.

These incoming millions challenge the vitality of our Christianity. Is the 
Christianity we represent able to save this alien horde? Our Christianityjs on 
trial before the world. And the world's conception of the power of our religion 
will be based largely upon what we do with these strangers within our gates. 
Shall they remain alien, or shall they become Christian through becoming really 
and truly American? They present a million problems, a million responsibilities 
and a million opportunities to our churches every year. For every one con­
verted on the foreign fields ten come to our shores. God seems restless at 
our efforts at Foreign Missions, and he has opened the flood-gates of the world upon us.

Jf °® “ gher motire we must evangelize them for self preservation,or—like Ephesus—the candlestick will be removed. They can be won to Jesus 
by kindness, honesty, brotherly helpfulness and love. But wo seem deficient just
JlfT ’ af e ” °! C^ristlan enough t0 recelve ‘hem yet, in a way to guarantee that they shall be kept under Christian influences. We are not thoroughly sincere In our missionary enterprise. *

^ 1S “  *hey buIIt “Erery one wIth one of his hands wrought in .the work, and with the other held his weapon." The gospel this
world needs is the gospel of a trowel and a sw ord-a gospel of both hands.

18____________________________________________________________________
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They kept building, and when enemies appeared, who would tear down, they were 
ready to defend what they bad built. But the power la gone when the order is 
reversed—it is never a sword and a trowel. A sword makes a poor tool for 
building. But pitiable indeed is the spectacle of a Kingdom builder with a sword 
in each hand! Had they quit building and gone out to seek an encounter, they 
would have pleased their enemies. But they kept building and their enemies 
melted away. A lesson here for Southern Baptists! A faith that is propagated 
will need but few defenders. Baptists have been on the defensive long enough. 
Now for the aggresalve! Paul characterized himself as a “master builder." 
Here we may find a worthy Baptist IdeaL

IV. They Had a Great Leader: Nehemlah.
HE WAS A CONSTRUCTIVE STATESMAN. He was a master builder. He 
was a successful reformer. He corrected the abuses of Israel with great wisdom. 
He was a great layman. God did not lay his hands upon Ezra, the priest, 
but on Nehemlah, the layman, to rebuild Jerusalem. We need some laymen 
who are Kingdom builders to take the lead in our Southern Zion.

But in the restoration of fallen man we have a greater leader, even Jesus 
Christ, who has never led a forlorn hope. With him victory is sure. It is said 
that the army of Caesar never lost a battle when be was present with his 
soldiers. Likewise, the army of the Lord shall never taste defeat with him as 
a leader Under him we can build anew the walls of resistance and open .wide 
the gates of hope.

“The Lord Is leading on to certain victory: - 
The bow of promise spans the Eastern sky;
His glorious name in every land shall honored be.
The morn will break, the dawn of peace is nigh."

CJOHN A. DAV1 SON, ITUX CAMDEN. SOUTH CAR O LI HA 1

"Y e  shall receive power when the Holy Spirit is come upon you, and ye shall be 
my witnesses both tn Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of tlic earth. ”—Acts IS.

HE DIVISION of the missionary enterprise into three distinct depart- 
ments of effort bos given rise to no little confusion in the minds of 

J s f i ^  our Baptist constituency with reference to the missionary task.
in the mind of Christ missions Is missions, and the undertaking 

enjoined in the Great Commission, which is taken as the theme of this 
iB lir  discussion, can never be brought to a successful consummation until 

a world consciousness is produced in the thinking of our people. The 
supreme objective is the conquest of the world for the Kingdom of God. The 
outcome of such a conquest is the production of a community of feeling and a 
community of Interest among all peoples. We are striving to bring about a 
sense of world citizenship, If you please, through the reign of the Spirit of 
Christian brotherhood which will encircle the globe as an outcome of missions.
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In a masterful address on "Indigenous Christianity*' delivered before the 
Southern Baptist Convention at Its last meeting In Nashville, Dr. E. M. Potent of 
Furman University, brought out clearly the universal mission of the religion of 
our Christ as It Is set forth in the New Testament. It Is a religion of the spirit 
and capable of adaption to the peculiar needs of every race under the sun. It is 
our-duty to plant It and refrain from casting It artificially In any peculiar 
mould.. We must let It grow up native to the soil. We must leave It free to become 
indigenous. The imposition of ecclesiastical systems and artificial theologies 
characterized by terminologies worked out by the Anglo-Saxon mind and spring­
ing out of Anglo-Saxon needs, is not just, either to the Spirit of Christ, or to the 
heart-hungering cries of the lost nations which need that spirit for their own 
peculiar problems.

And yet we would be obliged to conclude that this position could only mean 
a multitude of religions springing out of the Christian message, rather than a uni­

versal Christianity, were It not for the 
conviction that beneath the skin every 
human being is alike, and the product of 
the Christian spirit in the life it begets 
is fundamentally always the same.

Since our supreme objective Is the 
production of indigenous life, we should 
do away with the term "foreign mis­
sions" altogether, If by it we mean to 
imply a pilgrim enterprise. Christ did 
not Intend for us to confine ourselves 
to a literal interpretation either of the 
word or of the idea of missions. Mis­
sions veritably is sending, but in the 
words of Mr. Joseph McAfee, Ma ‘Mis­
sions’, which does not settle down and 
make Itself at home once it has arrived, 
will not serve very effectively in setting 
up the Kingdom of God. It may be 
proper enough for individuals whose re­
ligious predilections prompt them to say, 
‘I’m a pilgrim, and I’m a stranger,’ but

D. a missionary enterprise which regards 
Itself with that sentiment, by that very 

to defeat. All missions worthy to plant the Beeds of 
Christianity. When once the seeds take root the impulse Is born for self pro­
pagation and if the growth is wholesome Home Missions begins immediately.” 

This leads us logically to a commanding aspect of the Home Mission Task, namely:—
I. The Nuture and Complete Expression of our Southern Baptist Vitality for the 

Sake o f  the Salvation of the World.
THE IMPULSE to self propagation referred to in the preceding paragraph springs 
out of the very nature of the spirit of Christianity. It Is a Divine Life* “I came ” 
said Christ, “that they might have life and might have it more abundantly” 
This life springs into existence in the heart of the individual through regenera­
tion and finds its nurture and outlet In a group organism, the local church. The 
fundamental law of life Is self imputation. Physical life, If It is to perpetuate 
Itself, must give off a part of Its best vitality for the production of offspring. 
Nature has endowed every living organism with a surplus of v iu i '* v  with *  y f c *
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to the Imputation of its Inherent life. The natural law extends intothe Spirit­
ual world. Character can only grow by expressing Itself In society. “No man 
llreth unto himself." The local church, no less an organism than the human 
body or the soul, was begotten by the Holy Spirit and is designed to grow 
through the operation of the Bame laws which govern all living organisms. If 
the life inherent in it Is to continue It must be imparted.

The Home Mission Board is an agency brought Into existence, we believe, 
through the guidance of the Spirit of God, to afford the local church organisms 
a means of Imparting effectively and efficiently, with as little waste as possible, 
the surplus of life with which, In their wholesome state of development, they are 
continually being endowed for service. It was not designed to bleed the 
churches, nor does It so desire, but it does wish to enlist the wasted energy of 
every church in our beloved Southland that, through the imputation of life thus 
brought about, the laws of wholesome spiritual growth.may be given a chance 
to assert themselves and bring to these churches the blessing of more abundant 
life. The accomplishment of this task Is essential to the triumph of the world­
wide missionary enterprise. This explains why in the wisdom of Christ the 
command was given to make Jerusalem and all Judea first in the apostolic enter­
prise of world Christianization.

The Efficiency Department of the Home Boud had Its birth in an Impulse 
springing out of a deep-seated realization on the part of our leaders of the 
Importance of achieving this taBk, and It behooves every loyal pastor of our 
denomination to back It up with his prayers and co-operation. The churches 
In our Southland which u e  shrivelling up through Inactivity constitute for us a 
critical situation as well as a challenge. Those churches, which are alive, u e  
given an opportunity, through their support of the Home Board and co-operation 
with this Department, to permit the life that Is in them to function in the 
resuscitation and development of life In these moribund churches. May God 
help us to measure up to the task of developing and expressing to the fullest 
extent the divine life that Is In us.

:
II. The Provision of a Dynamic in Our National Life that Shall Conquer Demoral­

izing Forces and Conserve Its Primordial Ideals.
i .THE SECOND ASPECT of the Home Mission task Is the provision of a dynamic 

in our national life that will maintain and conserve its primordial Ideals. There 
Is a call fo Christianity to chuge society, as well as the Individual soul, with 
divine life; and governments, by virtue of the fact that they are’ designed 
to serve the ends of society, have a function to fulfill in the economy of God's 
Kingdom. They affect vitally and powerfully every phase of human life.

Good government, founded on equality, justice and fraternity and providing 
for a full expression of every quality of the soul. Is a guarantee of the production 
of a high type of life and ideals and affords an opportunity for the growth of a 
pure spiritual religion. Government founded on Inequality, despotism and op­
pression keeps the consciences and souls of men enslaved and suppresses the 
highest Impulses of which human nature, under the Influence of the Spirit of 
God, Is capable. The seeds of the Kingdom must have fertile soil In which to 
grow. Good government provides that soil and constitutes a fundamental essen­
tial to the unobstructed progress of the Kingdom.

God indicated to man the importance of a government which would accord 
with Kingdom Ideals when he protested through the Prophet Samuel against the 
establishment of a monarchy In Israel in I Samuel 8:7-9. The subsequent his­
tory of the chosen nation Is a proof that despotism and true religious [deals are 
Incompatible.
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The moBt significant event In the history of Government was the establish­
ment of the American nation, the land of freedom, where all men are equal 
and the Spirit of God 1b permitted to woo their souls to salvation without the 
interference of man-made systems. And more significant still is the fact that the 
democratic Ideals, which constitute the very basis or our national life, are derived 
from the pages of God's own word.But democracy alone does not guarantee security. There must be a religious 
dynamic back of democracy transforming it into abiding fraternity, before there 
can be established a society in which the Ideals of freedom and Justice are 
predominant Democracy has in two striking instances at least, those of Greece 
and Borne, ended in despotism, tryanny and failure; and let us not be too sure 
that America is exempt.It is said that Ferrero, the noted Italian historian, who has made a close 
study cf the development of America in comparison with that of the Roman 
Empire, has declared that there are indications of the same processes of dis­
integration in our national life today which brought Rome to her doom. Vast 
accummillations of wealth, carrying with It unlimited power and the tempta­
tion to use that power for personal aggrandizement and the advancement of spe­
cial interests, threaten to transform democracy Into despotism. The growth of 
a shiftless, purposeless irresponsible class of idle rich with loose morals and 
practically no Ideals has served to foster the spirit of licentiousness. All of 
these things took place likewise in Rome before God's handwriting appeared upon 
the wall Bealing her doom as a nation. The points of resemblance are striking. 
In addition to these problems confronting our national life, mighty hordes of 
Immigrants are flocking into our ports and sweeping across our continent, bring­
ing with them national ideals entirely subversive of the ideals of the founders of 
our Republic. These immigrants must be assimilated if America is to b«r* 
saved.

Tbe summary of the whole situation is this. Liberty, equality and fraternity, 
together with all the higher ideals of morality, are threatened with their very 
life in modern America. The only staying power is the triumph of a pure spirit­
ual religion growing out of individual apperception and divine transformation 
based on that apperception, followed by the development of a divine life in 
American society. In short the principles of regeneration and sanctification as 
Baptists conceive of them must be preached. Our country needs the Baptist 
message and the Baptist Ideals of pure democracy growing out of the spirit of 
Christian brotherhood.

A mighty challenge faces Southern Baptists today to contribute their religious 
life to their country. For them, in a real sense, Kingdom enthusiasm la but an­
other name for higher patriotism. They are qualified above all other* to furnish 
to their country that spiritual dynamic In her national life that will maintain 
against demoralizing forces and conserve her primordial ideals, and furnish fertile 
soil for the development and complete triumph of the Kingdom within her 
borders.

This challenge fully dwelt upon serves to magnify in our thinking the work 
which the Home Board is undertaking as our agency to meet it. Our work among 
the immigrants, the department of Evangelism, the Mountain School Department, 
the Enlistment and Church Building Departments, and the work among the. 
Negroes and in the Western States cannot be emphasized too strongly In this connection.
III. Baptist Home Missions and the Cry of the Thought World for a Religion 

that Will Meet the Whole Needs of Life.
DDE TO THE INFLUENCE of modem science the inductive attitude has com­
pletely supplanted the dogmatism of mediaeval thought In the realm o ' botll
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philosophy and theology. A decade or so ago this ascendency of science made 
materialism the prevailing philosophy of the day. The libraries of the world 
were filled with the writings of Darwin, Huxley and Spencer, and popular science 
generally. Today there Is a change. The inductive or experimental attitude 
still prevails. Men demand to be shown.

On the other hand, the hierarchal type of church organization with, its 
oppressive dogmatic predisposition is the only one with which the world as a 
whole is familiar.. And so, together with this consciousness of the need of 
religion, there Is prevalent a feeling that this needed religion cannot be furnished 
by the church. There Is a sort of hopeless feeling In many quarters, especially 
In the thought world. Mr. Churchill in an interview shortly after the publica­
tion of "The Inside of the Cup," stated that there were multitudes of men and 
women who realized that religion was indispensable, but felt themselves abso­
lutely without hope of ever finding an answer to their heart-hungering cry for 
a virile religion within its pale.

Yet it Is exceedingly Interesting to note that, with all his pseudo-learning 
with reference to the medlmval and dogmatic predisposition of the organized 
church as It is generally known In the world, Mr. Churchill displays a pro­
nounced and almost culpable Ignorance In bis writings of the Baptist attitude, 
predisposition and message. A fundamental Baptist principle is openmindedness, 
calling for the Inductive attitude in both the religious and thought worlds.

The church as a living organism, fostering the spirit of democracy and elevat­
ing the Individual soul, In contradistinction to a hierarchal organization subordi­
nating the individual to the system, accords well with the spirit of our day. We 
would invite Mr. Churchill and those like him who are struggling over the problem 
of religion to investigate this organism and the life out of which it sprang and Is 
seeking to propagate.

May it not be said that the religious predisposition of the thought life In our 
nation constitutes‘a challenge to Baptist Home Missions? Should we not rise 
to the needs of the hour and by some means devise and undertake a propaganda 
that will convey effectually the Baptist answer to the questioning, anxious heart- 
throbs of the religious seeking world? The undertaking, if it ever comes, will 
depend upon the willingness of Southern Baptists to back the work now being 
done with their enthusiastic support and so doing manifest a willingness to.auth­
orize our leaders to launch out in even greater enterprises for the accomplishment
flf thf» w hnlff H orn* M lu lo n  T a ilf .

••Arise, therefore, and build ye the sanctuary o f the Lord God.” —I. Ch. *2:19. 
•’ Let us build." —Li. 9:22.

I. Man's Plans for God.— I Kings 5:5.
PETER, ON THE MOUNTAIN of the Transfiguration, proposed church-building. 
Love is a great builder.Solomon purposed to build a house unto the name of the Lord his God. n e  
had fallen heir to a condition which made it Imperative that he should build.
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Southern Baptists are In a similar situation. David could not build, so he 
left the work to Solomon. Our fathers did not build, and they left the work 
to us.To do the work, we purpose raising a One Million Dollar Church Building 
Loan Fund.The sum is small. It is less than God asked of Israel, a nation of newly lib­
erated slaves, when they built the tabernacle. But he asked much of them, that 
by putting much into the work they might put themselves Into IL Ho asks the 
same of us.Sixteen thousand Southern Baptist congregations are worshiping in church 
houses worthy of the name. Eight thousand are not.

What Is the true church house?
Thei church house is of divine origin (Ex. 25:8). God said, to Moses, “Speak 

unto the children of Israel that they bring me an offering and make me a sanc­
tuary.” It is a holy place (Ex. 29:43): “I will dwell among the children of 
Israel. .The tabernacle Bhall be sanctified by my glory." It Is a meeting place, 
not only of man with man, but of man with God (Ex. 25:22): “There will I 
meet with my children.” It is the place where the people look for that which 
is Bweetest and best in life. Ezekiel, in his vision of the restored temple (Ez. 47), 
saw the living waters flowing from its courts, making the salt seas sweet and 
giving life to alL It is a symbol of the first coming of our Lord and Saviour 
(Jn. 1:14): “The Word became flesh and tabernacled among us.”

A forsaken saloon building is not a holy place.
A straw-stack is not a temple by divine intent.
A rented Ice-cream parlor or moving picture theatre Is not a place ordained 

of God for meeting with his people.
A brush-arbor, a log cabin, a deserted school-house, are not symbols of the 

incarnation of the Son of God, nor do they cause the passer-by to visualize what ,  
Ezekiel saw. Yet over three thousand congregations of our brethren are worship­
ping in places such as these.i 'There are over four thousand other congregations of our brethren who are 
worshiping in houses so Inadequate that they must be rebuilt or repaired. If 
the efficiency of the work is to be maintained.

Of such as these. Dr. Edward Judson says: “If I had my way, I would put the 
most beautiful churches among the homes of the poor, so that it would be only 
a step into a new and contrasted world. The rich have beautiful objects In their 
homes. They could be content with plainness in their churches. But when we 
bring together the poor and the sad, let their eyes^ grown dim with tears and 
weariness, find repose and inspiration in the exquisite arch and opalescent window, 
through which shimmer the suggestive figures of saints and martyrs. Give them 
only the sweetest and most ennobling music. Let everything In the church be up­lifting."

This is a far cry from present conditions. Perhaps It Is unattainable. But 
a t least let the meeting house be as Dr. Gambrell pictures it, "A home,—a place 
where all the memories are of the church and its worship.” And this Is not pos­
sible when- the preacher balances precariously on. the counter of a saloon, stands 
on the platform of a moving picture show, or, preaching in the loft above a 
stable, vainly vociferates against pandemonium in the stalls below.

II. God’s Plans for Man. 1 Kings, 8:18; I Ch. 17:12-13.

“THOU DIDST WELL. I will establish you. I will be your father and you shall be my son.; I will not take away my mercy.”
The erection of houses In his name has ever met with God’s approval. The 

building of the tabernacle, the erection of the temple, and the re-building of the
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temple after the captivity, were all at his command, under hla direction, and with 
his blessing.

His command today is as compelling. Ills directions are as explicit His 
approval is as pronounced.

The command Is the same! He was houseless then. His are houseless 
now (M att 25:40-45). The directions are the same. Then, offerings" from every 
man who gave willingly with his heart Now, offerings from every one who gives 
cheerfully as God has prospered him (Ex. 25:2. I Cor. 16:2). The approval Is 
the same. Then be said to Solomon, Thou didst well. He says the same to us 
(M att 25:21). Then he said, I will be your father and you shall be my son. Now 
he says the same (Rom. 15:8). Then he said, I will not take away my mercy. 
The same promise Is in force today (M att 5:7).

The God-power Is a co-operative force.
Solomon said, “I will build a place for thy dwelling forever” (2 Ch. 6:2). 

God said, "1 will establish thee forever” (I Ch. 17:12). As we establish God’s work, he establishes us.
Southern Baptists need the power of God for establishment Today our 

position is precarious. With one-third of our churches houseless or ill-housed, 
our denominational edifice is not bullded on the rock.

"A houseless church reminds me of a bodiless spirit, and It Is about as un­
certain where It will drift,” says Dr. W. F. Fry of The Western Evangel.

”A settled home Is absolutely essential to the highest efficiency of any 
church," says Dr. Thos. A. Johnson, of The Baptist World.

"A houseless church is a helpless church with little promise of becoming 
a helper In Kingdom building,", says Dr. E. O. Ware of The Baptist Chronicle,

*-White the church Is a divine Institution, we have this treasure In earthern 
vessels and we must. If we grow, look well to the temporal side of church life," 
says Dr. C. P. Stealy, of The Baptist Messenger.

“Wonderful as are the triumphs of Peter's and Paul’s work, as recorded in 
the Acts, 1 dare say it would have been a great deal better if tgey had had 
a Church Extension Fund to help them to houses in which to preach," says Bishop 
Warren Candler.

"If thou wilt establish me, then I will establish you," says Jehovah of Hosts.
God's church-building plans for the children of Israel were perfect He gave 

to Moses and to Solomon minute and specific specifications for the construction 
of the tabernacle and the temple. The finished work was good.

God’s church-building plans for Southern Baptists are in another way as 
perfect os those he gave the leaders of the chosen people. If we read his will 
aright we will find his plans. His purpose, according to the understanding of 
the brethren of our Convention, Is that the houseless shall be housed and that 
the helpless shall be helped. That we who are able shall aid those who are 
unable (I Tbes. 5:14), and that the aid given be simply sufficient to enable 
the otherwise helpless to help themselves. "Many a weak church would soon 
walk If It could borrow a crutch for a little while,” says Dr. Truer.

This plan has been put Into operation throughout the South In so far as the 
capital of the Church Building Fund will permit An illustration Is given from 
the work in Oklahoma. In this State a few years ago $6,000 was appropriated 
for church-building needs. The modest appropriation stimulated local gifts 
amounting to $54,000 more, building a total of thirty houses of worship. Thus 
aid averaging $200 to each church brought about the erection of houses worth 
on an average, $2,000 apiece. j

The need Is great, that is indisputable.
The plan is good, that has been proved.
God’s own are houseless. Let us build with them, If not for them.
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An Appeal to the Pastors.
P. H. Mell, Trcaiurer of the Home Mission Board.

HE HOME MISSION BOARD must grow In usefulness or languish In 
teiiida& f  accordance with the support and recognition extended to It by. the 

churches. However, from the small amounts of money which come 
to the treasury from some sections of the country it looks os though 
many Baptists have forgotten the Board, or have lost Interest in Its

a  heavy debt is now weighing down the usefulness of the Board 
and greatly crippling the work under its charge. The churches are alone 
responsible; for this debt, because if they had been prompt in sending to the 
treasury. the money promised at the beginning of the year, there would havo 
been ample funds with which to conduct the work ordered by the churches 
without borrowing large sums from the banks. This debt has been increasing 
from month to month. The treasury has never been so much embarrassed, and 
the outlook seems alarming. The prospect is that the Home Mission Board 
will go to the meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention next April with the 
largest debt in Its history. Will the churches remain inactive and unsympathetic 
and permit ;tbis alarming situation to continue?

The pastors of the churches must assume a large share of the responsibility 
in awakening the people to the Importance of immediate action, if the embarrass­
ment now resting on the Home Mission Board treasury la relieved. These faith­
ful servants | of the Lord carry great loads of responsibility in leading the con­
gregations committed to their charge, and In pointing sinners to the cross. 
Much is demanded from them; and how patiently do they respond to every good 
cause. To them also must the Home Mission Board look for help In the 
present crisis. There is no other way whereby we can reach the members of the 
churches, and if there were other ways the Board prefers to work with and 
through the pastors. The question must, therefore, rest for solution with these 
earnest, faithful servants of the Lord. They must make the appeal to the con­
gregation, and arouse in the minds and hearts of the members an interest in 
missions, and develop an incentive to contribute to the cause.1 i

This is the time when earnest, persistent prayers to God for guidance, for 
Increase of faith and for the power to willingly contribute to paying the cost of 
evangelizing the world is in order. Let the pastors and the people approach a 
Throne of Grace together in earnest petitions to God for an out-pouring of a 
great blessing on the Home Mission Board and Its work. If the Baptists will 
unite in such prayers, the finances will be provided for and there will be a great 
cry throughout the land from sinners: "men and brethren, what shall we do to 
be saved? The church will be revived and worldliness will be greatly reduced 
In Influence among Christians.

Ob, we need great faith just now, and may the Lord help us to open our 
eyes of faith and see the great blessing which he is extending .to us for our 
acceptance when we devote our purses to his work and over come our selfish­ness.

On the last editorial page (page 31) will be found a statement of the situa­
tion by States, j It will take $27,000 a week from now to May to bring us out of 
debt Yet in the third week of January we received only $500! This, though it 
is the Home Mission Period nearly all over the South. Surely brethren have not considered our urgent and distressing need!



Hear Uur ury, Men ox uoa
WE HAVE DISCOVERED no practicable plan other than that of 
putting the burden of the Horae Mission work over on the hearts of the 
churches, especially the pastors and other trusted leaders of the people 
of God. We would be relieved if .we might discover a pleasanter way, 
but it is of more consideration that we should be found faithful.

Paul in his writings to the church at Corinth begged the brethren 
after-they had failed perfectly to follow his first directions to lay by in 
store on the first day of each week, that they should by special effort make 
up their liberality for the cause of- Christ, that they should abound in 
this grace also. We plead now for a similar special. effort for Home 
Missions on the part of our churches all over the South, which have also 
failed perfectly to lay by in store weekly for the Lord’s work.

A serious crisis confronts our Horae Mission work. Dr. P. H. 
Mell's statement elsewhere and his plea should be read by every one. 
We have not yet discovered any other way than to put our burden " 
over on the hearts of the brethren. Hitherto the Lord has helped ns, 
and hitherto He has caused the brethren to come up to the aid of 
Home Missions in the crisis times.

The Spring Campaign fo r Home Missions is now on. The Board 
is m ore deeply involved a t  th e  hanks th an  ever in  its h istory. The 
w ork  is on a  larger scale th an  ever. E very  economy has been prac­
ticed. U nparalleled successes have attended  the  w ork  o f the  mis­
sionaries. They m ost be paid.

Wc cry, wolf! only because we must. Will brethren, for the 
work’s sake and for Christ’s sake, lay our cry to heartf The-wolf 
is not in sheep’s wool, but in the gaunt and offensive guise natural 
to him. ne is a large wolf and to us he looks dreadful and ravenous.

Co-operation, prayer, preaching, attention, study, giving—if there 
may now be fellowship in these blessed exercises, we know that this 
wolf shall be driven away. For a number of years now the churches 
have come up to the help of the Lord against the mighty. They have 
driven the wolf away; they have strengthened their great Home Mis­
sion work by paying the debts made in performing it.

Men of God, you lead the  children o f th e  Kingdom  fo rw ard  in; 
every good w ork and word. Now th a t  the  Home Mission Campaign 
is upon us, and  a  glorious w ork  o f Home Missions is alm ost dizzy 
w ith  the burden o f d eb t incu rred  and  s till increasing, m ay w e not 
surely  believe th a t  you will excel in  th is  grace also? W e m u st; we do. 
L et each leader of the L o rd ’s people give earnest thought to  m eeting 
this g rea t need. The success o f the' Spring  Campaign fo r Home Mis­
sions depends upon each p asto r in  his own place g iv ing cordial sup­
p ort and  d iligent attention .

Hear our cry. For we cry in the name of our Lord and Master 
and in the interest of a work which we know and our pastors an<J7 
people know is very dear to His heart,



Robert J. Willingham
DOCTOR WILLINGHAM baa gone to Btaoil in the presence of God. He lived 
only three score years, but these years covered & most eventful period and it 
was a full, a very full life.He was! seven years old when the War between the States broke out, and 
most of his days were in a period in which conditions brought about by that 
conflict tried and depressed the life of the South, and perhaps no other section 
of it more Uian his native South Carolina. Following tardily that depression 
came the period of great material progress which has tried the hearts of! men 
scarcely less than war. Both of these periods were the environment of his 
life’s action land upon both his own personality reacted with great vigor and 
with blessing.

Personality was strong in him. and it was as winsome and cheering as 
strong. In any calling he would have ranked high; for the ministerial voca­
tion his giftri of faith and heart joined with those of vigorous will and Intellect 

■ to make a rare and lovely character.
Unusual ̂ distinction and honor came to him. They came without his „ 

seeking, for he lived upon a plane above that of nervous striving for promi­
nence. Indeed, the absence of suggestion of concern for personal distinction 
was one of the elements of his charm and of his greatness. For twenty^one 
years as Corresponding Secretary or as General Secretary of the Foreign 
Mission Board, he incited and led Southern Baptists in their ever increasing 
impact with;the gospel on pagan and papal nations. Under his leadership 
they made truly'wonderful progress in conviction for and support of Foreign 
Missions. Hi; own splendid personality was so sincerely and constantly 
aglow with passion for the lost millions of earth that wherever he spoke on 
Foreign Missions there was the response of glowing hearts, glistening eyes 
and added missionary conviction and support

He has gone to God and while the poignancy of our loss possesses

own

us.
it is also given us somewhait to see the perspective of the life of God's servant, 
who for all these years walked before all God’s people and served with un­
measured demotion the highest interests of alL How beautiful the aroma of 
his life, how full of cheer and hope and love, and of devotion to his God and his brethren.

Dr. Gray voiced the sense of the Home Mission Board and of the brother­
hood in suitable utterances in these columns a month ago. Throughout the 
length and breadth of the South our Baptist papers have abounded in tributes 
of love and esteem, in connection with Dr. Willingham’s going and in appre­ciations of hls: character.

Himself from Dr. Willingham's native State and acquainted with the 
country and many of the traditions of his childhood, the editor of The Home 
Field perhaps j enjoyed a somewhat closer personal touch with our great 
lamented leader than would otherwise have been bis privilege—though who 
was ever more approachable than Dr. Willingham? We crave the privilege 
of expressing in these simple words the love and admiration we felt for him 
and our sense of loss now that he has gone. Through the courtesy of Dr.
W. H. Smith of the Foreign Mission Board wo are glad to be able to present 
on the cover page a - good picture of Dr. Willingham. It shows him exactly 
as thousands of Southern Baptists have seen him when he stood before them 
pleading for Foreign Missions. -What a splendid man the picture shows; 
what a gracious, chivalrous, generous man of God was he, and how lovely to 
us aH he was, making us see hop? and Joy in the Lord Jesus, with whom he 
walked while op earth and to be with whom he has now gone.
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In Richmond, throughout the South and in far-away Japan are members 

of the lovely home circle now broken, whose sorrow 1b too sacred for our 
characterization. But thousands of his brethren and of devout women through­
out the South, as true and as good citizens as our nation contains, silently 
suffer with his own immediate circle on account of God’s having taken to 
himself one whose life and heart blessed so many others. We take our place 
among those thousands In desiring to express to the family and kinsmen of our 
brother sincere condolence and sympathy.

Since he has gone and a3 we have been thinking of him, there have come 
to us the simple words of the old hymn by Montgomery with which Dr. 
Willingham was familiar from the days when as a country lad he gave his 
young heart to Christ and joined old Concord Church, in South Carolina. Be­
cause in some measure they express the unuttered music of our own heart 
as we meditate upon the life of our departed brother, and because they are 
of a piece with the simple but beautiful and dignified spiritual atmosphere 
which nurtured a life which served and blessed so many, we write them 
down here:

EARLY. IN JANUARY the United States Senate, by an overwhelming ma­
jority, passed the Immigration Bill which has been before Congress for quite 
a while, and which had already been passed by a large majority in the House 
or Representatives. Only seven Senators voted against the measure.

The bill was passed, notwithstanding repeated Intimations from the White 
House that President Wilson would veto it, and notwithstanding a clamour . 
In a large section of the dally press of the country to the effect that President 
Wilson ought to veto the bill. We ask our readers to recall the attitude of 
their own daily papers, whether these were forward in seeking to create a 
public opinion inimical to the measure.

The trouble with the bill, in the eyes of these newspapers and In the 
eyes of the President, is that provides a literacy test for immigrants. We 
wrote to our Congressman for a copy of the bill and are glad to give here its 
literacy provisions:

H. R. 6060, Sixty-Third Congress. An Act to Regulate the 
Immigration of Aliens, page 8: "The following persons shall be 
excluded, to wit: All aliens over sixteen years of age, physically 
capable of reading, who cannot read the English language, or some 
other language or dialect, including Hebrew or Yiddish.”

There follow certain exceptions In the case of the person being near 
qC kin to some one already legally admitted.

Servant of God, well donel 
Rest from thy loved employ:
The battle fought, the victory won. 
Enter thy Master’s Joy!!Soldier of Christ, well done! 
Praije be thy new employ; 
And, while eternal ages run, 
Rest in thy Saviour’s Joy.

Immigration and the Literacy Test



Is there anything objectionable In this literacy test? To the contrary, 
we think it is one of the most patriotic and timely pieces of legislation which 
has been presented for a long while. The argument falls flat that many 
of our early settlers were unlettered men who laid well the foundations of 
a great Republic where abide until this day civil and religious liberty.

Many Of them were indeed unlettered, but they were of the kind who 
deserved liberty by loving It and sacrificing for i t  That they might! have 
It they forsook all and dared the unknown dangers or the great Amorican 
wilds. For I It they hewed down forests and builded a civilisation de novo. 
For it they; fought and Buffered and many of them died.

The modern comers are of different racestocks. So far from seeking 
religious libierty two-thirds of them are the misguided adherents of a religion 
of the closed Bible, and evidence Is not lacking that their hierarchy proposes 
to exploit them In America as a priest-directed force to overthrow religious 
liberty. Anglo-Saxons builded a great nation in America. Allied racestocks 
aided and were 4nd are welcomed. But the majority of the present-day In­
flux are from countries with different traditions and a different religion. 
Two-thirds of them are Romanists and many of the rest anarchists.

These people, Instead of adding to the greatness of America’s citizenship, 
are for the most part refusing to become assimilated. In the slums and 
ghettos of cities they are making one of the gravest political, religious and 
social problems in America today, in country sections the priests are 
colonizing them, so that they may keep control of them.

Of course the educational test is not a panacea for this ill, but it Is 
a most substantial move In the right direction. It costs this country an 
enormous sum to educate its youth that they be fit for citizenship, and 
it spends no money In a better way. With what consistency does it throw 
down' the bars for the most ignorant and run-down element from the monarchies 
of Europe to come in and corrupt the electorate, which It insistently pro­
claims Is to be safeguarded by education?

If we may not safely trust the franchise to unlettered American natives, 
how much less can we safely open wide our doors and citizenship to ignorant 
aliens? The ignorant native at least loves this country, at least. he has 
Imbibed something of the ideals and spirit of the Republic. Not so, the 
alien. Many of this untutored horde never beard the name of George Wash­
ington or of Lincoln, and civil and religious liberty are blessing In the use 
of which they have not had even an a b c training.

The national weekly. Colliers, declares that both the debate and vote on 
the literacy test during the present Congress have revealed the fact that the 
sentiment favoring exclusion has been strengthened greatly In recent years. 
Colliers quotes from a speech by Senator John Sharp Williams of Mississippi the following:

I say this literacy test bars a thing—Ignorance—I say moreover that in 
barring this dangerous and evil thing It happens incidentally to admit a 
very large proportion of the best races of the world and to exclude a very 
large proportion of the worst. . . .  In a certain higher sense there Is 
nothing dangerous in this world except Ignorance. . . .  I tell you. Sena­
tors, you cannot establish democratic institutions anywhere except In a 
temple which is supported by these four pillars—Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, 
and Justice! I tell you that neither liberty nor equality nor fraternity nor justice can exist in ap Ignorant electorate."

The early settlers of America were nation-builders. Many of the present- 
day stream are civilization-parasites. Our ability to bless the Immigrants 
who come here Is conditioned upon the continued dominance of the principle
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of civil and religious liberty. For the good of the Immigrants themselves, 
for the good of our own children, and for the sake of a high spiritual im­
pact by this nation on other nations, we must so limit  the coming of these 
people as to safeguard the Institutions and ideals of America.

It Is unwise for us to close our eyes to the reality of the danger which 
confronts us. It Is real, and the forces behind it are subtle. The Roman 
hierarchy has an age-long training In political strategy, and It has never 
scrupled to use any means it could command to crush those who oppose i t  
Rome wants an open door for immigration because this Is the only way-It 
sees to get control of America.

Poor Belgium is bleeding' and has America’s sympathy and aid. She is 
largely Roman Catholic, though less so than the Romanists claim. Protestant 
America Is giving freely to htlp her. If Rome, which has received “Peter's 
pence" from Belgium for generations, is giving, the world has not heard of It 
American sympathy prompts us to welcome colonies of these war-wrecked 
Belgiums. We have no heart to oppose people In such need. Let them come. 
But may the God of our fathers arouse the liberty-loving people of this country 
to the menace of an unrestricted, and exploited immigration.

There have been numerous press announcements about what the Presi­
dent would do. May the God of nations guide our President to do that which Is 
right. To ns It seems clear that this Is to sign this bllL • •

P. S.—After this is on.the press, It Is announced the President has vetoed 
the bill. We are keenly disappointed.

Home MissioirjRSceipts

Alabam a..................
Arkansas ......... ....
District of Columbia
Florida ........... .
Georgia.....................
Illinois . . . . . ' ............
Kentucky................ .
Louisiana..................
Maryland..................
M ississippi................
Missouri .................
New Mexico .........
North Carolina .......
Oklahoma..................
South Carolina ........
Tennessee .................
Texas .........................
Virginia.....................

Apportionments 
for year 

. . .  : 30,000 
. . .  11,000 
. . .  3,500
. . .  11,000.

Dec. 15 to 
Jan. 15 
$ 665.58

May 1 to 
Jan. 15 

$ 7,338.60
212.51
470.64j i s t . 1,688238

15,383.27

56L96
822.97

60,000
4.000

35.000
12.000
9.000

31.000
19.000 
1,750

40.000
12,000

37.000 
27,500
80.000 
43,000

1,105.79

1,343.24j;
2,153.13

521.53
10.60

647.19

86.38
296.34
3L20

809.89
35.75

187.00
70.50

10,570.29
1,538.47
9.191.78
4.203.76
2,344.50

17,896.66

14,348.30
3,483.35
4,048.57
6.51L95
7,956.77

563.77

60.09

ChOlLU JJUUU1U5  A.’ tutu Otc uiuuucu ill Uic auuv v ufeuita,ChlllLU JJUUU1U5 A’ tutu tti y 1UU1UUUU 1U use auu v v ufeuita,
If the Church Building funds are deducted from the above table the 

receipts for the general fund will amount to about $101,000 for the period from 
May 1st, 1914 to January 15th, 1915.



HOME FIELD HONOR ROLL FROM DEC. 15 TO JAN

Rev. E. O. Ware, Alexandria, La..* .., 
Mrs. John 0. Gough, Columbia, S. C...
W. E. Ryan, Athena. Texas................
Mrs. Effie Ward, ArkadelphJa, A rk.... 
Mrs. J. M. Fowler, Senatobla, M iss....
Mrs. C. T. Bentley, Furman, Ala..........
Miss Lellah F. Attaway, Saluda, S. C..
Rev. C. G. Johnson, SIlverhlH, Ain------
Mrs. J. C. Gentry, ML Washington. Ky, 
Mrs. J. E. Watts, Cameron, T exas.... 
Miss Cora Hannon, Carrollton, M o.....

Rev. Raleigh Wright, Tullahoma, Tenn..64 
Rer. John M. Anderson, Morristown

Tenn. ..........
Dr. W. D. Powell, Louisville, K y...........
E. M. Dickinson, Washington, D. C...
Rev. J. H. Snow, Dallas, Texas. .........
Mrs. V. B. Mcllvalne, Tampa, F la ..... 
Mrs. E. J. W*hldden, Greenville, S. C... 
Miss Mary E. B. Platt, Baltimore, Md,
Mrs. J. H .. Moore, Dallas, Texas.........
Rev. D. W. Hiott, Easley, S. C...........
Mrs. W. R. Nimmo, Baltimore, Md....

T he H om e Board has a carefully prepared and attractively printed Bystem o f  trac 
conveying In som e the general theme of Home Missions, and In others separate Departm ents 
its work. A lso three brief beautiful tracts for the Spring H om e Mission Campaign. T hey t 
free. Pastors should send for package o f one each for examination and selection.

Besides "B aptist Home M issions." we are prepared to furnish any H om e Mission book 
ornler. Our tw o distinct slide lecture sets are beautiful and adapted. 80 slides In ca< 
Loaned free, borrower to pay expenses both ways.

ADDRESS PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT1
Baptist Home Mission Board

HEALEY BUILDING ATLANTA, GEORGIA

HOME BOABD’S MISSION STUDY BOOK

Baptist Home Missions

A MANUAL for Mission Study Classes, replete 
with information for the general reader. Attractively 
printed, ITS page*, paper coven . 35 cent*. Postages 
cents additional, t u o  per dozen, carriage extra.

S  WO R D,'.'.S PI R IT 
—MUCH IS THE WORD Of GOD—
Complete Help to Personal Work. Con* 
Tlnelng Scripture Answers to Excuses,

8dick Reference Index. Aid In Leading 
> Salem tonaml Guide for tbeCUrlsUnn 
Life.Most recent book nn these *u bjeett. 
PractleiLSplrltttnljScrtpturaLYf si FkL 

Sire. 113 pages. Cloth die, Morocco 35c, 
postpaid, st.unpsLitpn: Acts. Wanted.

V
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Southern Railway
Premier Carrier of the South

T O  A L L  P O I N T S
THROUGH CAR SCR VICE FROM ATLANTA

TO
CHARLOTTE 
WASHINGTON 
BALTIMORE 
PHILADELPHIA 
NEW YORK 
MACON
JACKSONVILLE

AND ALL OTHER IMPORTANT POINTS
:

F o r  lull Information

CHATTANOOGA 
LOUISVILLE 

ST. LOUIS 
BIRMINGHAM 
SHREVEPORT 

MEMPHIS

KANSAS CITY 
DENVER 

CINCINNATI 
INDIANAPOLIS 

CHICAGO 
CLEVELAND 

DETROIT

and;reservations,}call at Cily Ticket Office, No. 1 Peachtree 
Street, or address

J. C. BEAM, A. G. P. A. R. L. BAYLOR, D. P. A.
— I

G o o d  N e w  B o o k s
The World’s Debt to the 

Baptists, $1.00
By J. W . Porter. D.D.. LL.D.

(Editor o f  W estern Recorder.)
"N o  Baptist can read It without rejoicing 

that he Is a member o f a denomination 
whose history Is so filled with fidelity to 
the W ord of God. and with heroism In de­
fense o f the W ord o f G od."— W atchm an-Ex­
aminer.

The Church and the Kingdom 
SI.25

By Jesse B. Thomas. D.D., LL.D.
Professor Newton Theological Seminary.
"A  man can not be said to be well-read 

on the Church and Kingdom question until 
he has read T hom as."—W lnbum.

The Glories of the Cross 
1.25

By A. C. Dixon.

The Romance of Preaching 
$1.25

By Sylvester Horne.

1 9 1 5
S u n d a y  S c h o o l L e s s o n  H e lp s

P e lo n b c fi Seleet Notes
(41st annual volume.)
Price 11.10, postpaid.

Tarbell’s Teachers Guide
10th annual volume.

Rich In suggestions, methods and fresh 
sidelights. Price $1.10, postpaid.

T h e  P r a c t ic a l  C o m m e n ta r y
Contains Blackboard Hints, Maps. Bible 

Dictionary. Suggestions, Questions, etc. 
Price 60c, postpaid.

The Gist of the Lesson
By R. A  Torrey

For the vest pocket, condensed thought 
and concise expression. Price 25c by mall.

Haldeman’s Lesson Quarterly
By L M. Haldeman.

Something different, strong on themes and 
expositions o f  the lesson.

Price 25c, postpaid.

Send your book orders to

B A P T IS T  B O O K  C O N C E R N
LOUISVILLE, K Y.
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