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SO U T H E R N  Baptist women are to give a week during  

March to study, prayer and gifts for Home Missions.

The first week o f the month w ill be gen erally observed  

but in many cases some other week w ill have to be used. 

Whenever possible the first week should be used in order to 

give good time for pressing and w inding up the offering.

March is the great month for Home Missions with our wo­

men and we want this to be the greatest month they have ever 

known for gifts to this great work to share in which the 

blessed opportunity comes to all our women and girls.

It is the time for love to lead and if  love does lead the flow 

of sacrificial gifts will gladden the hearts of the givers as well 

as relieve our distressful financial condition.

Let the treasurers of societies forward the money prom ptly  

through the proper channels. A s far as possible collections 

should be pressed and money sent in by or before A p ril first. 

A ll money collected by A pril first should be sent in. I f  all 

collections are not completed by that time another remittance 

can be sent later but every dollar should be received b y the 

treasurer of the Horae Board not later than the m iddle of 
April.

W e have never needed the combined consecrated sacrificial 

help of our women so much as we do at this time. M ay the 

Spirit of the Lord come upon his hand-maidens in great 
power.
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E vangelizing Through Mission Sunday-Schools
P. E . B U R R O U G H S , D .D ., E du cationa l S ecreta ry  o f th e  Sunday S ch ool Board.

HE WINNING church Is the 
church which faces out. It takes 
account o f the destitution over 
against itself and looks far be­
yond to the ends o f the earth. 
There are pastors who preach to 
small and unresponsive congre­

gations in large and com fortable audito­
riums, while in adjacent outlying sections 
there are literally thousands who hunger 
for the goBpel message. I know ministers, 
good and true men, who chafe under the 
restrictions and grieve for the limitations 
o f their ministry, while multitudes all about 
them are perishing for the bread o f life. It 
is not enough for us to make provision and 
invite the people to com e: our command is 
to go out and com pel them to com e in. If 
the people will not com e to the gospel, we 
must take the gospel to the people. Zeal 
for the lost In foreign lands Is no proper 
substitute for zeal in behalf o f the lost at 
our own doois.

The means by which the pastor and the 
church m ay project themselves into the 
need and destitution which surround them 
are legion. The writer has long believed 
that am ong the most effective o f such 
means is the mission and particularly the 
mission Sunday-school. As illustrating 
what is here meant and as possibly sug­
gestive to workers who desire to multiply 
themselves and to project their Influence 
into needy conditions about them we relate 
the Btory o f Buch effort in a country pas­
torate and Bhow how the victories won were 
later duplicated In a city pastorate.

A  young minister accepted the pastorate 
'o f  an old and cultured church in the coun­
try. He was told by the deacons and others 
that there was little opportunity for evan­
gelism as the field had been thoroughly 
worked. He was encouraged to lend him­
self to building up and edifying the saints. 
The young man believed that to seek to 
liuild up and edify a church which remains 
inactive and makes no effort to save the 
lost means to  court certain failure. He did 
not argue the question, but made plans to 
lead the church afield in soul-winning ef­
fo r t  He made a careful study o f the en­
tire surrounding section, observing especial­
ly small communities o f  which the little 
country school house wa3 the natural com ­
munity center.

A  few miles from his own church he 
found such a community in which there 
were comparatively few people who attend­
ed any religious service. He announced at 
the public school that he would preach each 
night for a week or two In the school house 
and asked that the announcement be circu­
lated throughout the community. Night 
after night the people came in enlarging 
numbers. Some attended who,' for various 
reasons, had not enjoyed-public worship be­
fore in many years. Believers were revived 
and lost souls sought the Lord. Some 
twenty converts came with the pastor to his 
church asking to be received for baptism. 
The old church waked up at the sight of 
the twenty happy converts going down into 
the baptismal waters.

At the close o f  the meeting, the pastor



led In the organization o f a mission Sun­
day-school in the little school house. He 
would plant the seed for further evangelis­
tic efforts and he would in this way seek 
the training and developm ent o f those who 
had been recently converted. W hen the 
mission school was finally established so 
that it could go forward without the con­
stant attention o f the pastor, another simi­
lar school house neighborhood was invaded, 
first by a revival effort and, following this, 
by a mission Sunday-sdhool. Thus the work 
went forward until five outlying communi­
ties had been thus carefully evangelized 
and developed. Seventy-five converts were 
received by baptism into the old church 
which had been ready to close in and settle 
down to a self-centered life. There was 
m ore material for evangelism than the 
brethren had thought There usually is.

This pastor was called to a city church 
where, in like manner, he was assured that 
form er pastors had pressed evangelistic 
efforts until there was little material left 
for evangelism. Again he was advised to 
give himself to edifying the saints. He was 
now more than ever convinced that edify­
ing inactive saints and building up a church 
which Is making no effort to save the lost is 
a hopeless and thankless task. As he had 
done in the country pastorate, so he pro­
ceeded to do in the city. Going Into a popu­
lous but neglected section o f the city, he 
circulated announcements for revival ser­
vices, securing for this purpose a suitable 
meeting place. At the close of the meeting 
a goodly number o f converts came to be 
baptized into the central church. A mission 
Sunday-school was organized in the com­
munity and the church members in the 
neighborhood were authorized to carry on 
the work and to receive members, as an 
“ arm " or the church. This effort was sub­
stantially duplicated in three other sections 
. f  the city and in an adjacent country dis­
trict. The fires o f evangelism thus kindled 
on the outskirts soon began to burn in the 
church community, so that within two years 
the church which felt that there was "no 
material”  had received by baptism more 
than one hundred and fifty converts.

_ The mission Sunday-school stood central 
in all o f  these efforts. It served the double
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purpose o f  conserving aqd developing con­
verts already made and o f  paving the way 
for further evangelistic effort. Some other 
fruits may be noted.

The poor had the gospel preached to 
them. Many people who. lacking what they 
considered suitable conveyance and respect­
able rairjent, could not be Induced to go to 
distant churches, readily consented to go to 
the neighborhood school bouse to worship 
among their friends and neighbors. The 
pastor had thp Joy which Paul bo  often 
sought, o f building not upon som e other 
man’s foundation. He broke new ground, 
he wrought In pristine conditions. The 
old gospel took on new meaning and pos­
sessed new sweetness as it was preached in 
unusual places, and as plain, hungry men 
and women heard it, many o f them for  the 
f lm  time in long years.

Churches which were In peril o f  losing 
the evangelistic note and o f dying at the- 
center were led to face out and to give 
themselves anew to world evangelization. 
In the Revelation we read o f churches 
which had lapsed from their first love and 
which were in danger o f haring the candle­
stick removed. Such churches, having a 
name to live, but are dead, are not limited 
to New Testament times. W hat reason is 
there anyway for a church to live when It 
has lost the winning note and com e to live 
sorely for itself?

The pastor found thus a key to the prob­
lem of training his people. H is young peo­
ple followed him gladly to destitute fields, 
helping in the revival work and serving in 
the mission schools. They went to teach, 
to sing, to pray, to do personal work. There 
were duties enough to go around and each 
could find bis own place and develop his 
own talent. Tw o young men developed 
rapidly and gave themselves to the Chris­
tian ministry. Many young ■people and 
some older people thus secured develop­
ment and training which they could hardly 
have enjoyed in any other way. There may 
be here a hint to paBtors and others who 
face the problem o f the training o f their 
young people. Send them afield into needy 
communities and let them know the Joy and 
blessing o f real service.



Som e American Idols.
B. D. G R A Y , Corresponding Secretary.

Marlolatry.
ROMAN CATHOLICS worship Mary In the 

as well as In Latin-Amerlca 
In essence Marlolatry is the

United Statei 
and Europe.
same w hereyer practiced. It Is balder in 
Italy and Spain and Brazil and Mexico and
Central where Protestantism
not so Btrongly felt as in America, but the 
essence o f it dominates Roman Catholic 
worship. They bow down before the image 
o f the Virgin!. They bow to her In many 
places m ore than they do to Jesus. They 
Invest her with divinity and power to 
work m iracles and to bless and to deliver 
them from  trouble.

There are l>etween five hundred and six 
hundred thousand Mexicans on the Texas 
side o f the R l j  Grande River, most o f them 
under the swt.y o f Roman Catholicism, and 
the worship o f the Virgin in San Antonio 
Is os open ami bold as It is In the City o f 
Mexico. In New Orleans images o f the 
Virgin are fo in d  in all their churches and 
she is worshipped just as she is in Havana, 
Cuba. r

The R om an ! Catholics claim from 15,000,- 
000 to 20,000,600 adherents in the United 
States, which is  about one-fifth or one-sixth 
of the population, a large number o f 
Mariolatrists. | Surely idolatry is not con­
fined to the countries beyond the equator 
and the Atlantic Ocean. The Mississippi 
Valley was dominated by Roman Catholic­
ism from  the time the Jesuit Priests and 
explorers discovered and helped Catholic 
Spain and France to take that great sec­
tion o f  our western world. The hanks of 
the Mississippi are now, so far as religious 
life goes, ch iefly dominated by Roman 
Catholicism, particularly In the cities— S t  
Louis, Memphis, Vicksburg, Natchez and 
New Orleans. The whole seaboard from 
Boston to Brownsville, Texas, feels the 
power o f  Roman Catholicism. These coast 
cities in  turn jreatly influence the entire 

Marlolatry, the worship o f the 
strongly entrenched in the 

like Boston, New York and 
Baltimore. Familiarity with it instead o f 
breeding contem pt produces toleration on 
the part o f  many people. The beautiful life 
and character c f  the Mother o f  Jesus Is 

Idolatry which millions o f

country.
Virgin, Is 
Catholic centen

Catholics in our own country are rendering 
to her. Jesus our Lord Is dethroned from 
his rightful seat o f  authority and Mary en­
throned in his place. Surely God our 
Father must be displeased with this adora­
tion and worship which ignorance and 
superstition accord Mary Instead o f  Jesus.

W e cannot issue too strong a protest 
against this inslduous and powerful form o f 
idolatry. W e are to bow down before none 
other than God him self and Him alone must 
we worship.

Love o f Pleasure.
The baggage room in the Union Station 

in Jacksonville, Florida, was burned in 
January. A  Chicago woman loBt sixty 
trunks o f French dresses in the blaze. She 
was enroute to a point in Florida where the 
combined church properties would not 
equal in cost the contents o f  one trunk of 
her Parisian finery*.

Two winters ago a New York woman lost 
$200,000 at a single sitting In the card room, 
at one o f the Florida East Coast w inter-re­
sorts. She died in her rolling chair as she 
was being wheeled back to the hotel. The 
loss was nothing, only an incident In her. 
life. The excitement o f the play caused 
death.

A  W ashington woman stopped several 
weeks at "The Breakers," Palm Beach, Fla. 
H er bill, for herself and her companion, was 
$3,500 a week. W hen she was leaving her 
only remark was that she had been treated 
fairly well. The salaries o f  the ministers 
o f all the churches there will not total $3,- 
500 for the year.

It Is claimed that Southern Baptists 
spend $3,125,000 a year on Moving Picture 
shows.

It Is estimated that Southern Baptists 
spend over $5,000,000 a year on drinks at 
the soda fountain.

In one o f  the wealthiest States in the 
South the sum invested In automobiles Is 
twice the value o f the national bank stock 
In the State.

Cooper, the Enlistment man in the Delta 
o f Mississippi, found a town where the Bap­
tists were about to close their doors be-



is the ob ject o f  our longing avaricious 
hearts. It com es between us and our God. 
Not that money la wrong within itself but 
the love o f it is the root o f all evil, is a rust 
that cankers. Let us Bet our affections 
upon the true riches which are above and 
not upon the perishable riches o f this 
earth. Let us lay up treasures in Heaven 
where neither moth and rust doth corrupt 
and where thieves do not break through nor 
steal.

cause they could not pa> m e preacuwr iu* 
two Sundays a month. jCooper, upon ’ lnves- 
tigation, found that if the amount o f money 
invested by the local Baptists in automo­
biles were drawing interest at six per cent, 
the amount would pay the salary of every 
minister in the town. I The good Baptists 
had seemingly overlooked this fact, for

The annual income o f  Southern Baptists 
is estimated at FIVE HUNDRED MILLION 
DOLLARS. Last year w e gave for • all 
causes less than TW E N T Y  million. If the 
tithe is an intimation o f the minimum re­
turn upon our stewardship, we owe God 
THIRTY MILLION dollars from  last year 
alone.

"The God who rounded the world in his 
imperial hands— who fashioned the heavens 
and scooped out hell—knows the difference 
between a cheat and a charity.”

“ What shall it profit a man if he gain the 
whole world and lose his own soul," should 
be Inscribed upon the pocket book o f  every 
Southern Baptist, as It was upon the pocket 
book o f  Amos Lawrence, the great Boston 
philanthropist.

Evangelistic Echoes
WESTON BRUNER Superintendent of Evangelism.

EVANGELIST W. M. Anderson with 
Singer P. W . Martin has Just closed a 
splendid meeting at Fort Gaines. Ga.. 

with about fifty additions. He and Martin 
are now at Ft. Myers, Fla., with Pastor A. 
M. Bennett.

ary evangelism at Faceville, where at the 
close o f a two w eeks' meeting they organ­
ized a church with about twenty members. 
Brother Ira Martin rendered valuable aid in
this-enterprise.

Rev. J. W . Hlckerson slipped away from 
the Georgia campaign in order to aid Rev.
R. M. Miller In meetings at Ivyton and 
Falcon. Ky. This is missionary ground but 
important. It is in the vicinity o f  our 
Salyersville School In Magoffin County.

Evangelist A. J. Copass and Singer W. E. 
Rodgers had a remarkable meeting at 
Rusk, Texas, before joining the Georgia 
campaign. Every student in Rusk Academy 
was converted and $1,066.00 raised towards 
the great educational campaign now going 
on in Texas. $225.00 was raised for Home 
Board Evangelism.

Kendrick likewise has dropped 
Georgia campaign long enough 
meetings In Eastern Kentucky 

J. W . Crow, the first at Burdine, 
at Jenkins. Pastor Crow has

Dr. S. W. 
out o f the 
to hold two 
with Pastor 

the second i
Brother W . F. Fisher followed his Fowl 

town meeting with some pioneer mission



THE HOME FIELD
Just com pleted bouses or worship at each 
place and is w isely leading his people to* 
ward the m o *e spiritual things.

Brethren F. D. K ing and E. 1*. W olslagel 
have held rem arkable meetings at Durham.
N. C., and Moultrie, Ga., with 300 additions 
In the tw o meetings. They are now in 
meetings at Frederick, Maryland.

Evangelist j .  E. McManaway has taken 
up the task oil the Home Mission Campaign 
In South Carolina and Is consequently out 
o f Georgia Evangelistic Campaign. He is 
arranging, however, two assoclational evan­
gelistic campaigns in South Carolina, one 
with Union at center, the other in EdiBto 
Association.

I
Evangelist E. V. Lamb with Singer Schol-

held had hies: 
Healer, Taberi 
and Pastor Ba: 
now at Adrain

ed meetings with Pastor 
acle Church, Valdosta, G a . 
ley at Baxley, Ga. Lamb is 

and Scholfleld with Pastor
Cranberry, Macon, Ga.

Brother J. W . Michaels is a bird o f pas­
sage— he coverp the entire Convention ter­
ritory in behalf o f the deaf and dumb. Re­
cently he has worked from W ashington to 
Florida, teaching the deaf and hear the 
gospel story and the dump to sing the 
gospel song o f  joy .

Brother H enry Miller has been faithfully 
awakening the saints and winning the' lost 
in Southwest Georgia for six weeks. He 
goes March 5th, to Tennille, Ga.. with Pas­
tor Davis.

Evangelist J. C. Qwen and Singer Hud­
gins are being greatly blessed in winning to 
Christ, to the church and to the Klngdom- 
service the young men and women in our 
Highland Schools. They are now at Magof­
fin Institute, Salyersville, Ky.

Ray Palmer and Singer Babbitt are just 
closing a fine meeting at Second Church, 
Thomasvllle. lir. Palmer in addition to 
preaching twice a day at the church is 
preaching every afternoon In the theater 
down town. Our staff are ready to go any­
where In the effort to win the lost.

Evangelist T. O. Reese and Singer Schol- 
field had gracious meetings at Hahira and 
Norman Park. They are now in DeFuniak, 
Florida for one meeting, after which they 
rejoin the Georgia Campaign.

Rev. J. A. Scott as usual gave his holiday 
rest period to the Indians in Oklahoma. It 
was a blessed meeting this year. He arriv­
ed at Camilla the middle o f January for the 
first Georgia meeting, and is now with pas­
tor Helm at Unadilla.

Evangelist L. C. W olfe had to battle with 
snow and ice as well as other obstacles at 
Mound City, 11L He won a victory for the 
Kingdom and then returned to Oklahoma 
for two meetings. He joins the Georgia 
Campaign March 12th with Pastor Kendrick 
at Vidalia, Ga.

The resignation o f Evangelist Raleigh 
Wright is a great loss to our Department. 
He had been a member o f the staff longer 
than any other Evangelist and had become 
exceedingly proficient as a teacher. He is 
also a strong preacher and a great soul 
winner. W e bid him God-speed in his 
work as pastor o f the First Baptist Church 
at Ruston, La.

The Board at its January meeting elected 
Rev. H. R. Holcomb, pastor Tabernacle 
Baptist Church, W aycross, to fill the vacan­
cy caused by Brother W right’s resignation. 
Holcomb was on our staff four years, so is 
no stranger to us. God has greatly honored 
him as an Evangelist as well as pastor. 
Under God he will now do his best work. 
With all our heart we welcom e him back!

Singer J. L. Blankenship has been in a 
glorious meeting with Pastor W . W. Chan­
cellor, First Baptist Church, McAlister, 
Okla. There were more than one hundred 
"fo r  the water," as Bailey says. It was the 
greatest meeting ever held in that city. 
Blankenship is now in a m eeting at Moody, 
Texas. He will join the Georgia Campaign 
with Evangelist Scott, at Vienna, Ga., on 
February 27th.

The home going o f Singer A. I. Ruby, o f 
Asheville, N. C., was sudden indeed. He 
was a rare spirit—gentle as a  woman—  
brave and true to conviction, faithful .to 
duty. He won all our hearts during his 
brief connection with our evangelistic staff/ 
He was a sweet singer o f songs o f Zion and 
a splendid leader. He was true to his 
trust and God has called him to a higher . 
service. W e extend our deepest sympathy 
to his bereaved wife and four little children.

!



On the Hom e Run for Hom e M issions
, :

B. O. GRAY. Corresponding Secretary.
AUL USED FIGURES o f speech to en force his thought—  

the race course, the boxing bout, the gladiatorial arena. 
If Paul were here now to launch the Hom e Mission cam ­
paign base-ball would furnish a figure to fit the case. He 
could put It about this way:

The critical moment is at hand. The last half o f the 
last inning is being played. W e are behind. But the bases 

are full. A  home-run hitter is at the bat. W ill we win?
The task before us for the next sixty days is to meet our financial 

obligations. The year's work Is drawing to a close. A  great year It 
has been, wonderful in results beyond anything we have known. In 
order to make it so and to pay our workers we have had to borrow 
heavily at the banks.

Five-sixths of the time is gone and we have received less than 
one-fourth o f the money needed to complete the year’s work without 
debt. It is a serious situation but not too great for us to seize and 
make a victorious inning. W e can, we must succeed.

Marvelous Growth.

GRATITUDE for the blessings of God on our work in the past as 
well as during the present year should move us to sacrificial liberality. 
So wonderful has the work been blessed in recent years that w e say 
each year is better than the preceding and we tell the truth. It seems 
to have crystalized into a law, this upward, regular and rapid growth 
of our work.

Multiplied thousands of the lost led to Christ, hundreds and thous­
ands enlisted in larger sen-ice for the Master, waste places changed 
into fruitful gardens, destitute frontiers given the stability and culture 
o f older communities, thousands of foreigners made citizens o f the 
heavenly Kingdom, the blessing of salvation brought to the multitudes, 
a gTeat social uplift among our people through the preaching o f the 
gospel and the sacred ministries of our host o f faithful missionaries. 
These are some o f the achievements that fill.our hearts.

During the last fifteen years Southern Baptists have Increased in 
numbers sixty-one per cent. The increase in baptism for 1915 was 105 
per cent over the increase in 1900. Our mission contributions last 
year were 353 per cent over those for 1900 and our total gifts to all 
objects 333 per cent increase.

More than any single agency our Home Mission Board has contribu­
ted to this great advance. It is the great unifying, constructlce, Inter-
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state agency o f Southern Baptists and has been the prime force in 
ting our people a great, splendid, virile body with a solidarity of 

thought and purpose unsurpassed by any religious denomination. Here 
w e;set up our Ebenezer, "H itherto the Lord hath helped us."

How W e Stand Pinancialty.

OUR V ERY PROSPERITY haB becom e our embarrassment. Our work 
has been so signally favored in every direction that enlargement has 
been necessary. It is more necessary now than ever. One success 
has opened the way for another. Foundation laid must be built upon 
If w e are to have a beautiful edifice rather than a heap o f rubbish. 
W e must therefore not only hold our own but reach forth and seize 
the opportunities all around us.

At the annual meeting last July the entire apportionment of 
$441,750 was appropriated for work in the various departments, so 
numerous and urgent were the calls for help.

W e had spent much more money up to the 15th o f February this year 
than we had to the same date last year. Our debt is therefore much 
heavier. W e had borrowed February 15, $155,573, which is nearly $20,- 
Ooj) more than the amount borrowed to the same date o f 1915.

W e have received in gifts from  the churches, which does not in­
clude evangelistic receipts, $104,957, some $14,000 ahead o f last year, 
but $12,000 o f this increase is from Kentucky alone. Most o f the 
States are much behind their gifts a year ago at this time.

T order to meet our obligations we must raise $330,000 In two 
mdnths. This is a large sum. In order to raise it all our forces 
should be enlisted immediately. It will not do to wait until April. 
March should be the greatest month for Home Mission receipts we 
have ever known. A t least $150,000 should be raised In March so as 
to lessen the risk that unfair weather or unfavorable conditions may 
bring iii April.

la s t  year we received from February 15th to April 30th $279,703. 
The last week in April we received $196,476. W e received the last day 
In April $170,255.

Will it be wise, will It be safe for us to wait until the last week o f 
the year, or the last day o f the year, with these large sums to be 
raised? Never. W e must begin at once. Brethren and sisters, pastors 
and laymen, let us com e Immediately to the holy task and give the 
whole o f  these sixty days to the work. It. Is all important that we meet 
every claim, close the books free from all debt and face with confidence 
and courage the future that Is so auspicious for Southern Baptists at 
this great juncture o f our history and progress.



OR A LONG while I had desired 
to take a trip among the Indians 
in Oklahoma, for the double pur­
pose o f seeing our mission work 
among the Red Men and of try­
ing if I could get a true glimpse 
o f the Red Man’s soul, so as to 

tell our great company of paleface people.
In January, when the opportunity at last 

arrived, the weather bureau was not kind. 
On the day I departed from Atlanta came 
scare-head announcements o f a bitter cold 
wave in the W est and Southwest, which 
was coming on eastward. My co-workers 
joined me in the cheerful prognostication 
that the hard wave of winter would pass me 
on the way and I would come into the 
Southwest in the cheer o f sunshine and 
balmy breezes. It was. however, the cold­
est weather Oklahoma had had for several 
years. The mercury sank -well down be­
low  zero. Two or three inches of snow was 
on the ground, and it stayed there hard and 
slick and slippery all the time of my v isit 
On trains and In hotels sneezing was the 
popular pastime, and there came to me 
discom forting stories about how the grip 
was here and there and everywhere, and 
tended to develop, into pneumonia.

If one must be sick, he does not desire 
the experience a thousand miles from home. 
I devotedly practiced every hygienic precau­
tion I  could tliink of, and, though I was sub­
ject to all o f the unhygienic compulsions of

a long journey, o f days driving across 
plains under leaden Bkles in bitter winds, 
o f visits into grip-gripped and overheated 
homes, and o f  breathing air in railway sta­
tions and hotels which had been impreg­
nated with thousands o f sneezes, I made 
the trip and returned to m y aunny-South 
Atlanta home without mishap and in fine 
health. Very thankful I am.

An outline map o f  Northeast Oklahoma 
will show the points I visited. The trip 
was also to have included som e dayB with 
Dr. A. G. Washburn, the veteran Indian 
missionary, among the five Civilized Tribes 
at points east and southeast o f  those I visit­
ed, but the long-continued cold made it de­
sirable to postpone that visit to another 
time.

I reached Pawhuska, the home o f 'o u r  
mission for the Osage Indians, on Saturday 
and soon found m yself in the hospitable 
home o f Missionary D. N oble Crane at the 
Osage Mission. In the m ission home re­
sides with Brother and Mrs. Crane, Miss 
Grace Clifford, the faithful woman m ission­
ary. who has served so devotedly at this 
place for years.

Brother Crane has had charge o f  this 
mission only a few  months. He served the 
Home Board at Hom iny, Oklahoma, for 
some years, where there is another band of 
OsageB, and has for many years been In 
Indian mission work, m ost o f  the time un­
der tM  Home Mission Society, though he is
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ON SUNDAY morning it 
seemed to  the tenderfoot 0 s jQe Mission 
visitor that the thermometer must have 
been from  ten to twenty degrees below 
zero. It had been seventy above In A t­

lanta when he le ft! The wind cut to the 
quick, as soon as one ventured outside. It 

is a way the winds have on the winter plains,

Missionary Crane and Two New Osage Deacons,
Raymond Redcom and Orlando Kenworthy.

Church and Parsonage at Pawhuska, Oklahoma.
blow they from the north or east or west 
or south (all o f which they do). W e gath­
ered, a small group, at the church and had 
Sunday-school. But not even the big 
natural gas stove could take the chill away. 
So we went back to the parsonage. and had 
the church service, where two rooms were 
thrown into one and the temperature was 
righ t

W e ordained two deacons, Brethren Or­
lando Kenworthy and Raymond R edcom , 
both o f them full blood Indians. Brother 

• Kenworthy is the mission’s interpreter. It 
was touching and*- impressive to see those 
two strong-faced men, in early mid-life, 
children o f blanket Indians who have not 
found the Jesus W ay and who still hold to 
the Indian ceremonies as a religion, giving 
themselves to the service o f the diaconate. 
A fter the ordination came dinner, the In­
dians remaining as guests o f the parsonage. 
Hospitality is a habit o f the non-Christian 
Indian which he properly brings with him 
into the new faith, though it is purified of 
much dross in the change. If one is the 
Indian’s trusted friend, he eats with him, 
and they foregather often to eat with each 
other.

I t
Great Wealth o f the Osages.

THE OSAGES, in addition to the other dan­
gers which beset all the Red people, as they 
are more and more hedged in by the white 
man’s civiliaation, have th a t o f unusual 
wealth. Osage County, which is held for 
them ,' is larger than Rhode Island. There 
are 2,200 Osages and their per capita 
wealth is $30,000, while that o f the whole o f 
Am erica is only slightly more than $1,000. 
Their incom e from  oil land leases last year
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A/ .
M issionary  H arry B ock  to  th e P aw nees a 

On H is 35-MIIe T rip  A cross  P lains to

known from pre-historic times. Railroads, 
firewater, automobiles, gambling, agricul­
ture, telephones, pianos, houses, stores 
where food may be had as long as the 
money lasts— both’ the vices and the virtues 
o f  the white man’s civilization greatly try 
the Indian's soul. Whiskey absolutely 
ruins him. He cannot hunt any more; still 
in his Red Man's code that is the only dig­
nified and manly way to make a living.

Gone the days o f the warpath! Horrible

nd O toes, O pening an ‘ 'Oklahoma Gate,”  
the O toes. P u zz le : F ind the Gate.

adjusted to the requirements o f  the Red 
people, so that there would be a ritualism 
compounded o f Indian and Romanist mum­
meries. Romanism has a school at Paw- 
huska and, as everywhere else, it whispers 
suble and malicious words against the 
way of salvation by faith. Great wealth, 
Roman mis-teachlng, heathen traditions, 
lack o f knowledge o f the true Jesus .Way, 
and abundant examples all around them of 
white-man greed and selfishness— did ever

—
was |560#000. Besides this they receive 
great revenue from  grazing lands. Money 
is a sword which cuts two ways, bringing 
welfare to  the strong and good, and curses 
to the weak and bad. These adjectives are 
relative. The crying question o f our day 
is, “ Are our people strong enough to domi­
nate for good great material advantages, or 
are they weak and sensuous7* If the latter, 
juggernaut never rolled over heathen de­
votee with more destructive effect, than our 
boasted material advantages will grind into 
dust the men who worship things, instead 
o f worshiping God and using things to 
serve him.

H ow much more the Indians! Picture an 
Osage family, the elders yet in blankets 
and unable to understand the language of 
the white man, who has re-made everything 
and destroyed all possibilities o f the wild 
huntsman's life, which is all the Indian has

as were some o f  the deeds done by the In­
dian in war, yet the experience did keep 
at concert pitch the royal and fearless 
qualities o f his wild and unhampered soul. 
Those things are all gone. Instead there 
is only money, and a life which is cut off 
from all either he or his ancestors ever 
knew. The white man has negatived every­
thing. The Indian must either in one or 
two generations adopt the white man’s civi­
lization In its positive and constructive 
aspects, or fall a victim  to the snares and 
be damned by the vices o f that civilization.

A Most Difficult But Promising Work.
MISSION W ORK among the Osages is pecu­
liarly difficult. I doubt if a m ore difficult 
field can be found in America, and not 
many in tbe world. Roman Catholicism 
has done its best to kill Indian allegiance to 
evangelical religion, while itself has been
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Rev. D. Noble Crane.
an evangelical missionary face a more diffi­
cult Held?

Yet the work among the Osages is dis­
tinctly hopeful. The Indian does not lack 
power to judge men. He hates the “ forked 
tongue" and “ singing bird”  pretense, and 
has his own way o f discerning them. Crafty 
as Rom e is, the Red Man is by way o f be­
ing som ething o f a student in subtlety him­
self, and some o f  our Indian converts under­
stand foxy Rom e and estimate its cunning 
at its worth. At Pawhuska the government 
is giving Rom e $125, a year for each In­
dian student in the school. Part o f the fat 
result o f  this Rome has turned into erect­

ing a large brick church building out at the 
suburb inhabited by the Indians and near 
our mission. It looks like an $8,000 or 
$10,000 building and is nearly completed.

An Automobile Needed.; * •" f
THERE IS ONE way in which our mission-' 
aries have had the advantage o f the Roman­
ists, and will have it more than ever. 
Rome depends upon her teaching o f the 
children to accomplish her designs. This 
is her age-long practice in countries where 
she has had to com pete with evangelical 
religion, just as it is her shameful neglect 
where she has a free and undisturbed h a n d. 
For whatever reason— arrogance, indolence 
or whatnot— Rome's priestly emissaries do 
not much trouble themselves to visit am ong 
the people in order to enter into their lives.

The Osages are scattered throughout a 
large county. Brother Crane’s field o f  visi­
tation is about thirty miles in every direc­
tion. He has one faithful old horse for this 
service, while the field is big enough and 
important enough to require three horses. 
Indeed, Missionary Harry Bock at Pawnee, 
with a field until recently less - extensive 
than that o f  Brother Crane, finds it neces­
sary to keep three horses.

Brother Crane wants an automobile. He 
needs it and must have it. I speak with 
authority, for the Home Board has already 
provided a part o f  the cost o f a small 
machine for him, in the hope that before 
long the devoted missionary may be able to 
secure the machine. The hospitality o f  the 
Indian and his readiness to hear the Jesus 
man when he’ com es to the Indian’s home 
and table, makes this automobile impera­
tive. As a matter o f fact, Brother Bock 
needs a machine also, and is hoping to get 
one. Besides his almost daily movements

Indian Women Waiting for the Train at a Railway Station on the Plaint.
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to h on e  and that out In Pawnee 
County, he goes twice a month to the 
Otoes, thirty-five miles to the northwest.I

A Stream on the Plaint.

ON SUNDAY afternoon I left Brother Crane 
and journeyed by once-a-day train on a new 
road that runs up the creek and over the 
plains, fifty miles northwest to Arkansas

The Editor and David Gillingham, Pawnee 
Mltsion Interpreter, Muffled to Withatand 

January Wind and Cold on the Plaint.' a
City. W ith a four-mile double-back Into 
Oklahoma on the Santa Fe System to Chl- 
locco, It was my itinerary to the great head 
school o f  the Oklahoma Indians, where I 
was to assist In ordaining three Baptist 
deacons Sunday night 

For hours at car windows and other

hours in the plains rig o f  Brother Bock, 1 
gazed at the plains and at the creeks and 
questioned my spirit for words that would 
enable me to tell others what It looks like.
I have bad no chance to read Bret Harte, 
and Mark Twain is usually too Interested In 
the humorous angles o f men, jack-rabbits 
and coyotes, to devote his wonderful pow­
ers to description. On my ow n part, 1 sup­
pose it Is more m odest not to try. The 
things in nature which speak to m en’B souls 
are elusive, and, 1 think, nowhere else more 
so than on the big plains.

But, though m y text Is difficult, 1 im­
plicitly promised to preach when 1 decided 
to take this trip. Southwestern members 
o f the audience may retire for a breathing 
spell. If they stay, they must keep their 
faces respectful and grave, as I did when I 
was conducted into the undreamed-of at­
mosphere o f a W ild Indian Chief's home 
the other day, albeit the present speaker in 
his most com placent moments does not 
imagine he possesses a tithe o f the non­
chalance and dignity o f  that old Blanket 
Chief.

If you please, there are creeks and rivers 
on the plains, not many, but enough for the 
tree-fringe o f  one or m ore to be in the ex­
pansive perspective. A  creek nmy be very, 
very long and yet a m ost modest and w oe­
begone looking lot o f water may be all the 
fluid there is between the banks, except per­
chance in the oil fields, at which places a 
few o f the millions o f gallons o f oil may 
find their way to the creek and add a scum. 
The Arkansas River and the Canadian rise 
in the Rockies. W here I saw the Arkansas, 
it had been Journeying from the headwaters 
more than one thousand miles, but ordina­
rily there is not much water. Sandbanks do 
much abound above the surface, and quick­
sands are there to be avoided.

A creek is also long and its usual water- 
content small. It winds In and out among 
the plains hills. Steep banks lead down 
from an upper level to the water, which 
often flows from twenty to fifty .feet below 
the general level o f the valley floor. Down 
the Inclined banks to the water Is a tree 
growth o f scrub oaks and cotton wood, and 
sometimes the elm. This stream  Is some­
times bordered by a valley. H ills on either 
side may rise to one o r  two hundred feet.
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These are usually gentle in incline. Some­
times though not often, the tree growth ex­
tends out on the floor o f the valley beyond 
the hundred-yar<ls-across lip o f the stream 
depression.
3 The rolling prairie In endless eonvolu-' 
tions and hilly swells reach away In every 
direction and in every direction the horizon 
is a crystal clear line o f sky against the 
curving line o f the prairie. The effect on
the far-reaching 
their fringes o f

vista o f these creeks with 
stunted tree-growth, is a 

ranking characteristic o f the plains land­
scape in the region I visited.

The Spell of the Plains 
W HY HAS no artist ever managed to get 
Into a picture o f  the plains what the eye of 
the beholder sees? None has done so, so 
far as I am aware. W hy has not poet put 
the m essage to the soul o f the expansive 
outlook o f the prairie table-lands into 
metrical interpretation? Perhaps he has. 
Perhaps it iB too elusive. But surely no 
one can catch even a true glimpse o f it 
without wishing to pass it on.

The spell o f  the prairie is bafTling, but it 
is potent. In 18S6 a cattle man camped 
with his herd one night on a plains emin­
ence overlooking ithe present town o f Paw­
nee. The outlook was one familiar to this 
man, on ly there was more o f  It and in 
every direction. Before he broke camp 
next m orning he registered a vow that if he 
ever made any m oney he would *buy that 
place and build him a “ ranch’' (a resi­
dence) and live there. That man was Major 
Gordon W . Lillie^ in later years known to 
fame in Am erica and Europe as Pawnee 
Rill, head o f a  popular wild west show bear­
ing his name. Major Lillie now has a 
beautiful hom e on that spot. In which he 
and Mrs. Lillie very graciously and kindly 
entertained the writer during some hours 
on a bitter cold day o f my visit. Major 
Lillie wandered afar with his show and 
fortune smiled in gate receipts. Then he 
came back to his hill at Pawnee.

How God Found a Missionary. 
t h a t  HOUSE wa3 built by Hev. Harry Bock, 
Senior. But Brother Bock was not then a 
minister. For years he was one o f the most 
trusted associates o f  Pawnee Bill in his 
show business. Bock went Into the show 
as a boss trick rider and broncho buster, and

came out its master mechanic. He got con­
verted up in Pennsylvania. When he came 
to build Major Lillie's bungalow he was a 
Christian. Bock knew and loved the In­
dians, with whom he had foregathered in 
the W ild W est show stunts, so he attended 
our Indian church at Pawnee and joined it. 
In Missionary Brendal's sickness or ab­
sences he preached to the IndlaDB. When 
Brother Brendal had to leave the work 
from health considerations, Brother Bock 
was ordained and became pastor. He has 
now served five years.

The other day when Brother Bock and I 
were driving thirty-five miles across the 
snow-covered plains In the wind and cold, 
he told me how, when he came to Paw nee 
and got upon the splendid elevation where 
M ajor Lillie's house now Btands, he would 
every night, after he had sent a ll’ the 
workmen away and had no more badgering 
to perform, lie flat on his back on a plank 
and for hours just look up into the heavens. 
And when he did he said the immensity 
and mystery o f it all overcame him. The 
cerulean vault was crystal clear, the stars 
shone from their wonder places far away 
in the undiscovered spaces o f the universe, 
and the silent observer had a sense o f  be­
ing a disembodied spirit

All this and more, far more, m y compan­
ion told me as we Journeyed behind his 
two faithful horses across the rolling, silent 
plains. I cannot write it all down here, but 
I took note that this missionary to the In­
dians at my side, whom God had led by so 
strange a path to the work o f  the ministry, 
has the soul o f a p o e t

The Plaint, the Plaint.
WHICH BRINGS me back (o  m y effort to 
describe the plains. Be it known to tender­
foot people that the plains are not by habit 
as horizontal as a lake o f  water. W hy some 
writer has never taken the trouble explicit­
ly to say this, I do not know. They are so 
busy telling how the eye can reach the urn 
believable distances that they seem to for­
get that the neophyte will almost certainly 
conclude that it is all level as a table. In­
deed the name "plains" lends itself to mis­
conception. If the plains were not bare o f 
tree growth, they would be in the tender­
foot lore o f  the "East,”  rolling and hilly. 
But the plains are treeless, except for the
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infrequent “ creeks,”  and the atmosphere 
has a quality o f purity and absolute clarity. 
If the reader will add these two things to­
gether, he will get the outstanding physical 
facts which underly the story which is writ­
ten on the pages o f the book o f Nature in 
the high and immense reaches o f the 
plateau country.

Sometimes as one journeys the plains 
way, he has an outlook o f sixty miles. *\\ ay 
off yonder lies a long purple ribbon at the 
top o f the general level of the plalns-field. 
It is some hills sixty miles away, and the

plain, and kisses the sky line, suggesting in 
the W est’s own way the mystery and 
majesty o f the great Unseen.

The mysteries with which the plains 
puzzle the soul they share with no other 
places in Nature. Forests and fields, 
coverts and copses, valleys and mountains, 
winds and thunders have their own way 
o f wooing the human spirit to a sense of 
beauty and m ajesty.. The plains lie out be­
fore your feet, frankly, simply, openly, un­
pretentiously, and yet how vast the outlook 
o f grass-clad expanse, rolling up here and

purple is o f the earth foi 
gnarled tree-growth, paint 
air and the distance. Not 
gentle elevation and look 
see before us fifteen miles 
where it wanders in low 
where it rises yonder far av

mation and a 
?d by the pure 
r we com e to a 
out ahead. W e 
i o f our road, 
er places and 
ay, merges with

down beyond and up again in a thousand 
swells and depressions.

This story lacks much o f  being finished. 
The rest o f the general story will follow 
next month. Besides there are several 
special stories to be published when space 
permits.

C. E
L. B. W

. McClellan—H is Story.
rARREN, Superintendent of Church Extension.

e . McCl e l l a n  is something over A weakling cannot walk sixteen miles
I  six feet tall, straight as an Indian 

and muscled like a gladiator o f an­
cient Rome.

And he needs his strength.

through Florida sand beds, preach to the 
waiting people, adm inister the ordinance of 
baptism ,. then walk sixteen miles back to 
the station, lie all night on a wooden bench

The S*hoolhouse Church In Florida to Which Brother McClellan Walks 8lxteen Miles.
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and at four a. m. catch a log train 
which takes him to his next ap­
pointment that he may repeat the 
program o f  the day before.

No, a weakling cannot do that, 
but McClellan can and did and 
does whenever; It is necessary. 
He rides when and how he can, 
and when he cannot ride he 
walks, for he always gets there 
— there where the hungry people 
wait to hear him preach.

Did you ever walk sixteen 
miles, knowing! that another six­
teen com m enced where the first 
left off? G olf sticks get heavy 
after the first mile or two, and 
cun and game bag increase 
mightily in weight where the 
cand Is deep. Ijut McClellan bore 
m ightier burdens than gun or 
golf club. First o f all there was
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B rother M cClellan and H is W ife  and C hildren .

the burden of the lost upon his heart. Then upon his 
shoulders was a suit case containing according to his 
list, 18 copies o f The Home Field, 18 copies o f The 
Foreign Mission Journal, 18 copies o f The Florida Bap­
tist Witness and my preaching clo th es”  The preach­
ing clothes were a gift, for he says, "The good ladles 
o f Jacksonville dressed wife and three boys and my­
self for a Christmas present.”  God bless the Iadie3 
c f  Jacksonville, say I. and God bless McClellan who 

anted to wear his best when he told the people of 
his Lord.

And that baptismal service? McClellan was pray­
ing as he walked those sixteen miles to the little 
school house where he preached, and the Master 
walked with him as He walked with other loved dis­
ciples in other days, and, when McClellan preached, 
God moved upon the hearts o f the people and "six 
persons were regenerated and united with the church 
by baptism.”

And that night, waiting for the logging train? "I 
could not get lodging in the boarding house because 
they were full, so I lay all night on a bench on the 

M cC lellan  w aa p ray in g  a s  he watkedporch. There was no room in the inn. I said, if  
*h Xffater wa"ked ‘ w* t h hi mV* * the Master could take the whole world on his heart.



18 THE HOME FIELD
I can take this little com er on mine. So 1 
laid myself and my field at the feet o f my 
Lord and went to sleep." The next night 
he slept In the cooper shed o f a turpentine 
camp.

McClellan is well paid. He preaches seven 
times each week, three sermons on Satur­
day, two on Sunday and two In the mid­
week. He walks farther than a prospector 
and carries heavier burdens than a steve­
dore, but he Is well paid. His salary last 
year was $275 and the three boys are "farm ­
ing with a friend and hope to raise a good 
line o f vegetables this year." But his real 
pay is In higher coin, for he says, “ My family 
and I have learned In whatsoever state we 
are, therewith to be content, and we count 
it all joy  to endure hardship for Jesus 
Christ.”  McClellan is rich. *

Yes, he Is rich, and to him that hath shall

be given. He says, "G od Is with m e In the 
work. It is growing and w e must have a 
church house. If I can get the material, we 
can build the house.”

There are many thousands like McClellan, 
many thousand who by lives o f untiring toil, 
uncomplaining sacrifice and unfailing minis­
tration are building up the cause o f God and 
making mighty the Southern Baptist name. 
But this is McClellan’s story, o r  a part o f It, 
and It Is the need o f his field which Is por­
trayed. Secy. S. B. R ogers,. Heard Bldg.. 
Jacksonville, Fla., can tell you m ore o f  It. 
I can tell you more, If you want to know. 
And either o f  us can tell you how to help 
McClellan if you want to furnish the mater­
ial for that church bouse he needs.

A sixteen mile walk to a church house 
will be shorter than the same walk to the 
little school house where he preaches now.

A Tribute to Altha Ira Ruby.
DR. R A Y  P A L M E R , H om e B oard E vangellat.

BROTHER RUBY had been on our force 
but a short time, but he had won his 
w ay Into all our hearts. He was a 

splendid gospel singer, possessing a voice o f 
rare sweetness and power. If any man ever 
sang from  the heart, he did; be sang as one 

having a message from the Lord. Great 
congregations were held spell-bound by his 
soulful singing.

He was also a man o f prayer; many 
~ave said to me; "W hen he prays, he talks 
to God; how I love to hear h im !"

Our brother possessed remarkable poise 
and patience: again and again I have seen 
him sweet through the most trying ordeals.

In all my life, I have never known a man 
more devoted to father and mother; to wile 
and children, than was Brother Ruby.

From the first, I felt that my co-laborer 
was bearing some great burden; shortly be­
fore we parted he composed a poem or merit, 
lofty  and Ideal in sentiment, but shadowed 
by a strange sadness; and yet, at the close, 
I heard the ringing, o f the golden bell of 
trustful resignation, to the sweet will o f 
God. In that moment, I did not know its 
meaning, but from m y present angle o f vis­

ion, I believe that my coiqrade bad a pre­
monition o f  all that has com e to pass.

Our last m eeting in Brunswick, Md., was 
to close shortly before Christm as; In re­
sponse to the earnest appeals o f the devot­
ed wife. Brother Ruby's heart yearned to 
go home. He had selected the toys for the 
little ones, and the presents for  his com ­
panion, and had wrapped each one in an 
envelope o f love. W hen we inform ed him 
that he could go a few days before the 
meeting closed, hlB face shone, like the tops 
o f the highest hills, when kissed by the 
morning ligh t How precious was that last 
Christmas with his darlings. In that little 
home, only God knows. I shall always be 
a better man because in blessed fellowship 
I have known Altha Ira Ruby.

May the dear parents be com forted in 
this— that God has honored them with a son 
so noble, in filial devotion; may the sweet 
wife and little ones find strength in the 
knowledge that they w ere loved by one of 
the truest o f husbands and noblest o f  fath­
ers: and ob, may our Lord Jesus Christ be 
a husband to the widow and a father to the 
fatherless.
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P eyote W orship among the Indians.
The Editor.

• I , . . ..

^  URING A  RECENT visit among 
V l b k  several o f the W ild Indian Tribes 
U S t o  in Oklahoma In which the Home 
R r j p ja  Mission Board conducts mission 

work, I became interested In 
JCTKsy  their peyote ceremonial or wor-

^  ship.
My Interest grew out o f information from  

our missionaries and their helpers that the 
peyote cerem onia l. Is the central religious 
ritual o f practically all the W ild Indians in 
this country and also Mexico.

Besides the Peyote ceremonial the In­
dians still hold to several others, but they 
are not o f such frequent occurence and 
their significance seems to be less char­
acteristically religious, except perhaps that 
o f the Ghost Dance, which the government 
has recently forbidden among the Okla­
homa Indians. There was the Green Com  
Dance, which is now discontinued, and the 
W ar Dance, which still continues, under the 
name o f the G ift Dance.

The Ghost Dance lasted for five days and 
nights. On the last night they danced all 
night, had prayers and chants, 6aw visions, 
beat drums, and : swooned away. They 
claimed to see Jesus and their departed 
friends. - Excesses in connection with this, 
particularly the demoralization o f young 
men and women back from  government 
school, has led to a recent order abolishing 
f t ’

The Gift Dance is a concomitant o f the 
Indian tribal custom o f  visiting in groups 
from  tribe to tribe. If a lot o f Indians from 
some tribe In Nebraska or New Mexico 
com e to see their Oklahoma friends, a Gift 
Dance Is in order. The picture herewith 
shows a richly caparisoned horse, which the 
Pawnees are giving to a visiting tribe, the 
horse being only one o f many gifts. These 
gifts often total more than- $1,000 in value. 
W hen the visitors go home, it Is in order 
for their Oklahoma friends to visit them, 
and then the Gift Dance is done over for 
the Oklahomans.

Peyote, the Indian's Religion. 
PEYOTE W ORSHIP differs from all these 
in that its central idea is religious and 
its recurrence m ore frequent. They form 
groups for  this ceremonial, which may meet

as often as weekly. The frequency of- its 
celebration and its practical universality 
among the W ild Indians, makes it worthy 
o f special study. It is incidentally the great 
Institutional force through which the W ild 
Indians express their opposition to white 
man ways, particularly the white man re­
ligion. It Is the tribal group custom to 
which Red Men's souls instlnctly grope for 
buttress against the unrest and dissatisfac­
tion with sin created by the story o f  Jesus 
which the missionary holds up before the 
tribe.

Peyote does not vindictively fight Chris­
tianity. Sometimes the missionary is 
even invited to its all-night seances, and

A Horse Which Pawnee* Gave to a Visiting 
Tribe in the Gift Dance.

asked to talk to the Indians about the white 
man religion when the ceremonial is over, 
to see if he can prove that the Jesus W ay 
is better. The W ild Indian Is something of 
a philosopher, and more open to a new faith 
than most heathen. Still the peyote devo­
tees naturally and rightly look upon the 
Jesus W ay as the gTeat enemy o f  their 
traditional religious performance.

The Peyote Plant

PEYOTE W ORSHIP gets Its name from 
the peyote button, or bean, the eating o f 
which Is a  regular part o f the seance.
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Peyote is a small cactUB which grows in 
the low er R io Grande Valley, mainly on the 
Mexican side. The plant Is said to re­
semble the radish. The part o f It used In 
the religious ceremonial Is the button

S h ow ing  Peyote Buttons, Used By Indians In 
Their Heathen W orsh ip .

which grows at the top o f  the plant, though 
in M exico they stew the roots and drink 
the concoction. The picture herewith is of 
two peyote buttons given me by Missionary 
Harry Bock to the Pawnees.

The New International Encyclopaedia 
says in part about peyote that it Is taken at 
intervals during a ceremony o f the Indians 
which lasts throughout the night; that it 
produces a  peculiar exhilaration and Inten­
sifies the imagination, producing a pleasant 
dreaminess, without overmastering the will 
power or producing a disagreeable reaction 
later; that the Indians regard it as a vege­
table god, and prize it as a medicine.

How the Ceremonial Was Introduced.

FROM INFORMATION gathered from our 
missionaries, It appears that the ceremonial 
is not always observed with exact unifor­
mity in all details. Missionary D. Noble 
Crane traces the ceremony from the time 
o f  its Introduction among the Oklahoma 
tribes by one John Wilson, a halfbreed 
Caddo. W ilson taught it to all the Okla­
homa tribes. He said he had died and gone 
to heaven, where he saw Jesus, and that 
Jesus told him that peyote was for the In­
dian and that W ilson was the apostle of 
Christ to the Red Man. W ilson declared 
that peyote was the Indian W ay; that the 
white man’s religion was the Paleface Way.

In actual practice the Indians hold peyote 
worship either in an octagonal "round”  
house or  in a tepee designed for the pur­
pose. Always the door must face the ea st 
The tepee has the advantage o f being port­
able. In the m ore elaborate observance the 
house has a  crucifix on the top, and on the

ground floor at the center o f  the room  a fire 
Is kept burning throughout the seance, a  
horse-shoe or  crescent trench is  dug with 
the points toward the door. A t the center 
two trenches cross and at the crossing a 
heart is shaped.

The Seaoce Portrayed.
THE HIGH PRIEST sits at the toe o f the 
horse-shoe and the participant braves are 
ranged to bis right and le ft to the ends of 
the shoe. Each man has a gourd to rattle 
and a drum to b ea t This drum is either 
made o f skin stretched over a ja r  one- 
fourth full o f water, or is o f a more drum­
like construction. A ll night long (and 
sometimes the day before), the ceremonial 
proceeds.

r^ich man has got him up a special song 
for the occasion, and after the high priest 
prays, the person next on his right begins 
his weird chant, his next door neighbor to 
the right adding to the cheer by beating the 
drum, while the singer rattles the gourd. 
When this worshiper is through, be helps 
the man next to his right, and so  on all 
n ight As they chant thjey eat the peyote 
beans, slipping som e o f them to the women 
who stand ranged back o f the worshipers, 
ween not engaged in cooking outside o f  the 
tent for the big feast next morning. They 
eat as many as forty to fifty o f  the peyote 
buttons during the night. Before the night 
Is over many o f them sw oon away and see 
visions, and this ecstasy seems to be the 
great religious Rum mum bonum. They 
claim to see animals, their dead friends, 
and Jesus. Often they bring m essages back 
from the spirit land when the swoon wears 
away.

If a creek Is near, after they have had the 
feast next morning, they som etim es go 
from the feast to the sweathouses, made 
hot by heated stones and water, and sweat 
profusely. Then they take a turkey feather 
and put It down the throat, producing a 
retching and a ’ return o f the food eaten at 
the feast Then they jum p heels over head 
into a stream and bathe. By the em etic 
they say they are made pure within and by 
the sweat and bath pure w ith ou t They 
are now holy— too holy to talk to a white 
man!

Other shameful excesses o f a  grossly las­
civious nature are habitually practiced .in
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the peyote ceremonial, which do not admit 
o f  description bere,: but which are the cen­
tra] reasons o f the Christian Indian's shame 
when he tells o f  the Old W ay from  which 
Jesus has saved him.

j
Indian W it Versus Paleface Law.

SOME YEARS AGO, Oklahoma enacted a 
law which was aimed at peyote worship. 
The State desired to Btamp it out, for the 
reason that It debases and corrupts the In­
dian. Especially Is this noticeable among 
the hundreds o f  young men and women, 
some o f whom return from college only, 
again to take to the blanket and to the 
peyote Indulgences.

The peyote braves thought they saw 
their finish. They went for advice to a 
shrewd and unscrupulous Indian lawyer 
down at Shawnee. The lawyer said the law 
would hold all right, but he would Bhow 
them how to get around i t  They were to 
take the W hite Man's Bible and fix a place 
for it in the peyote ceremonial. That would 
bring peyote in as a form o f real religious 
worship under the law.

This the peyote men promptly did. Mis­
sionary Bock sat up all night as an Invited 
guest at a certain peyote pow-pow. He 
found afterwards that they were on good 
behavior that night so as to hoodwink 
him, but his story o f their use o f  the Bible 
Is Interesting. - The high priest in full re­
galia begins the seance by opening the 
Bible and putting it  down on the ground be­
fore him. Then he puts on the open Bible 
a peyote button which he blesses and prayB 
to. The Bible lies there all n ight He 
never reads i t  The man who led while 
Brother B ock was present could not read, 
and an .examination which Bock made at 
two o 'clock  in the morning showed that the 
Bible was up-side down.

%
The peyote men have found one proof 

text in the Bible. It is where Paul saysi
some eat herbs and some cat m eat The 
peyote man says he is the foreordained 
herb eater, though next morning he gorges 
him self on m eat also, thus demonstrating, I 
suppose, his broadmindedness. I commend 
this fellow  to the study o f some o f our 
learned present-day religious llberallsts.

21

The Peyote "Church."

THE PICTURE herewith shows the high 
priest and before him the Bible and 
the peyote button on it. In less discrimi­
nating, but more impressive language than 
that o f the Encyclopaedia, the Indian eats 
peyote because it makes him drunk. Now 
that Oklahoma Is dry, it is often the only 
drunk which Is practicable, and hence its

A Peyote Priest, with a Bible Before Him, 
Which He Does Not Read. On It Lies Hts 

Vegetable God, the Peyote Button.

great popularity. The drunk seems to be 
more like that which com es from opium
than that which results from whiskey.

Since these men have introduced the 
Bible, so as to dodge the law, some o f them 
have got to calling their peyote circles the 
peyote church. They have actually Intro­
duced the ordinance o f  baptism in some of 
these. W e hope no one will tell the dear 
men o f the Church Union leadership o f thiB.
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They seem to be grieved almost to death 
already over the “divided condition of the 

” and it would be cruel to add to their 
sorrows by telling them of the Indian “pey­
ote churches" In Oklahoma.

What the poor benighted peyote worshlp- 
Jesus, and our missionaries are 

winning many converts from them. If

faithful and adequate work is done, it will 
not bo long till we can expect all our Red 
brothers to be happy and blessed in the 
knowledge of the new and better Way In 
which Jesus leads, in which Way the In­
dian becomes clothed and In his right mind, 
a derout worshiper, a pure man, and a good 
citizen.

I
Home Mission Receipts.

P. H. M E L L . T re iau rer .

STATES

A la b a m a  
Arkansas 
District of Columbia. 
Florida ...........
Illinois ...........
Kentucky
Louisiana........
Maryland . . . 
Mississippi . . . 
Missouri . . . .
New Mexico . .
North Carolina 
Oklahoma . . .
South Carolina 
Tennessee . . .
Texas .............
V irginia...........

Total ........

May 1. IBIS. TO FKB. 15. IBIS
Ma y  l. ivu . to  Feb. 

15. 1915

General
Fund

Apportion 
ment still 

due Feb. 15
Evangel­

ism
General

Fund
Evangel-

Um

8 7,047.25 8 16.702.75 f  1,729.93 1 6,424.17 8 1.583-27
58.44 8,652.83 724.70 562.16

737.95 1,637.05 1,906.15 1.130.30 31.00
1,391.22 4,942.05 1,289.03 3.11

10,222.13 30,152.87 719.75 10,329.15 2,38945
200.00 2,966.68 1,268.91 4.00 559.77

26.007.58j 1.700.69 207.95 13,957.86 1,994.65
1,552.35 7,947.65 428.10 1.288.85 1,701.84
4,873.85 2,251.15 369.53 4,471.99 5294*9
3,578.62 16,209.38 266.22 6,214.01 444.56
8,611-SI 6,429.87 291.56 8,560.52 • * • » * * * * • ■

514.35 870.65 322.05 60.09
9,839.53 19,452.15 2.212.56 8.810.14 1,742.33
1.659.36 6,257.32 552.70 876.47 662.03

11,113.19 18,970.08 1,249.34 8.716.52 1,02044
3,520.62 16,271.01 532.14 4,084.16 156.32

136.96 63,176.31 3,603.73 97.97. _v 144648
13.S70.43 20471.20 1,787.36 13,791rl3 4,99443.

1104,957.58 1244,762.69 1 18,172.69 $ 90,106.36 8 19,519.93

;
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AT THIS SEASON many churches will wish to use our> Uomc Mission 
stercoptuon slide lecture. Lecture A covers the subjects, Cuba, Canal ovne, 
Southwest, Indians, Mexicans, Foreigners. Lecture Ii treats Country 
Church, Evangelism, Church Iiuililinp and Mountaineer Work. The views 
are unusually attractive. Each lecture has about SO slides. No charge is 
made: for their use except fhe payment o f  express costs. We do not loan 
loan stercopticons.



T H E  R E D  M A N  O F  T H E  P L A I N S .
THE STORY ELSEWHERE by the editor of hfB visit In January to the Blanket 
Indian Tribes among which the Home Board is conducting mission work, gives 
a portrayal wej believe our readers will be glad to have. Though of necessity 
longer than the average article, it is yet only a partial picture of the Red People 
and our work among them. Several special articles will follow- of material 
secured on the trip, and an Intended visit to the Civilized Tribes, which promises 
a rich fund of instructive information, is yet to be made.

At least two striking impressions must abide from a study of the Indians. 
One is that the mission work of Baptists among the Indians in Oklahoma has 
been and Is paramount. The other is that the only hope for the Indian Is Chris­
tianity, and that Christianity abundantly supplies his deepest needs, both as an 
individual and as a race. After having seen our Indian work, we can understand 
as never before the abounding faith and enthusiasm of our foreign missionaries. 
The gospel of Jesus works! It takes the most hopeless and depraved and clothes 
them with beauty, purity and strength!

Everyone has been touched by the pathos of the Indian's lot in America. 
Lossing*s History gives a letter from a Catawba Indian Chief which admirably 
Indicates the Indian's lot. From the little Reservation of the waning but war- 
famed Catawbas in South Carolina, Chief Harris, who had fought with the Whigs 
in the Revolution, wrote in 1822 to the South Carolina Legislature and said:

"I am one of the lingering survivors of an almost extinguished race. Our graves 
will soon be our only habitations. I am one of the few stalks that still stand in 
the field where the tempest of the Revolution has passed. I fought against the 
British for your Bake. The British have disappeared and you are free. Yet from 
me the British took nothing, nor have I gained anything by their defeat.

“I pursued the deer for subsistence; the deer are disappearing and I must 
starve. God ordained me for the forest and my ambition is the shade. But the 
strength of my arm decays, and my feet fail In the chase. The hand which 
fonght for your liberties is now open to your relief. In my youth I bled in battle 
that you might be independent; let not my heart in my old age bleed for want of 
your commiseration.’’ The old Chief did not appeal in vain.

Paleface poetiy has done little to celebrate either the courage or the pathetic 
lot of the Red Man. But a long search has located these expressive lines by 
Charles Spraugd:

"Alas for them! their day is o’er,
Their fires are out on hill and shore 
No more for them the wild deer bounds,
The plow is on their hunting grounds;
The pale man's axe rings through their woods. 
The pale,man's salt skims o’er their floods; 
Their pleasant springs are dry;
Their children,—look, by power opprest,
Beyond the mountains of the west.
Their children go to die.”
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And yet there is a ray i f  hope amid this gloom. If the Indian wrote hooka, the 

white man would not get iff so easily as he does for his deeds done to the Indian. 
We are sorry that he docs. The truth Is not always pleasant, hut It 1b wholesome. 
The white man was far from perfect before the Ixird in his dealings with the 
strange children of the fprest Whatever the white man wanted he took, if he 
could, and he wailed loudly before high heaven and all mankind when the Red 
braves wrought upon him reprisals and punishment.

And now our Red brothers are yonder on toe big plains and among the great 
mountain spaces beyond, hedged in more and more by the paleface civilization. 
Two things have retarded the ultimate catastrophe of the American Indian. One 
Is the paternalism of our, Government, which Is In good faith seeking to protect 
the Red Man from the rapacity or whites and from the pitfalls of untutored 
Indian feet which abide In the white man’s strange economic customs.
The other is the Jesus religion, and this Is by far the greater of the two In 

Its promise of ultimate effectiveness. The government can, with more or less 
effectiveness, protect the Indian from the greed or adventurous whites, and 
f*nn by educating him sharpen his powers of reasoning. But the kindest paternal­
ism ran not change the heart of the wild lord of the open places and make it new. 
Peyote worship undoes for the Indian all which education can do for him.

But Jesus cleanses' his heart, and makes him adjust himself to the good In the 
Anglo-Saxon civilization; instead of committing suicide through Its vices, while 
at the same time he hates the white man and his ways.

Baptists of the South will respond to the appeal we make. Since 1855 they have 
sent missionaries to the Indian and have shown a peculiar interest in his Chris­
tianization. But that was the day of small things. Now that we are great and 
strong, now that railroads carry us almost to the door of his tepee, our people 
are ready to stand behind the Home Board in a large and triumphant program to 
bring all the Red people of Oklahoma and of New Mexico—yes. and of Mississippi, 
North Carolina, and the Florida Everglades—into the Jesus Way.

Gone the game which was his Red Man vocation. Gone the warpath, cruel yet 
heroic, and friendly to the maintenance of his wild prowess. The Blanket Chief 
of today sits brooding in his wigwam, and feels the white-man civilization tighten­
ing around him as the constrictions of some great devouring serpent.

We have taken his life away from him. Shall we not take off of his soul the 
nightmare of negative brooding and hopelessness, and by the grace of God and 
the words of Jesus, show this big soul of the wilds how he and his people may 
find in our white-man day compensations more-than adequate for the age-long 
habits which he must forsake? We can do It—we are doing it now and should 
do it on a larger scale—through the religion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

M I S S I O N A R Y  D A Y  I N  T H E  S U N D A Y  S C H O O L S
M A R C H  2 6 T H .

A SPLENDID PROGRAM has been prepared for Missionary Day March 26 in our 
Baptist Sunday-schools throughout the South.

The lesson for that day is on Idolatry. Idolatry In heathen lands and in our own country Is set forth ina striking manner.
The Sunday School Teacher” for March contains excellent articles bearing on the subject In addition to the regular program.

tj1? present lEBUe ° r The Home Fic,d ‘here Is an article on "Some American Idols m which attention is called to some of the Idols that we worship.
We are expecting great results from this Mission Day In the Sunday-schools 

this year. The number of schools asking for literature In order to observe that



THE HOME FIELD 2 o
day is greater han those for last year by over 4,000. If they would average only 
J10 a  piece that would mean $20,000 beyond the gifts for last year.

It is our hope that at least $150,000 may be raised Tor Home and Foreign Mis­
sions on that occasion. This will be divided according to our apportionment at 
the rate of twc for Home and three for Foreign Missions. •

Of far greater importance than the money value of that day, even if we raise 
the $150,000 in full, will be the mighty lesson of loyalty and worship of the one 
true God, Chriit enthroned in the hearts of our people young and old so that we 
may all truly fry out,

"The dearest Idol I have known, .
Whate’er that Idol be.

Help me to tear, from thy throne,
And worship only Thee.”

P A S T O R S 'U R G E D  T O  P R E A C H  O N  H O M E  M I S S I O N S .
HOME MISSIONS is the* highest expression of Christian patriotism. In it the 
love of God and the love of country are wedded in a sacred bond. By all nations 
patriotism has been esteemed as an exalted virtue. Of how much more worth Is 
it when purged of its dross by the consuming lire of the love of God and of lost 
souls! y .

Home Missions is an easy subject on which to preach, for the appeal of the 
prophet of God. has at once all of the sanctions of the divine command and power 
and all the warrant of devotion to one’s own country and people.

For several years at this period The Home Field has issued a special edi­
tion of sermonic material for our pastors. Considerations of economy and of lim­
ited working force have constrained us not to do so this year. But we take this 
opportunity to suggest that our pastors everywhere shall during March or early 
in April, preach at least one sermon on this great theme.

The material is abundant. In concrete fact It expresses itself In such terms 
as follows: 13,000,000 persons in the South of responsible age who make no pro­
fession of religion; nearly 10,000,000 Negroes who are looking to white Christians 
to hold up for them the torch of knowledge and point out for them the way of 
hope; 150,000 Indians In the South who are mostly heathen and food for destruc­
tion from paid ace vices; 4,000,000 foreigners in our section to be reached by the 
message of salvation by faith; thousands of communities which are inadequately 
provided with or destitute of gospel privileges, either from the remoteness or the 
newness or th^ir environment; 16,000 Baptist churches which meet for worship 
only once a month, more than 14,000 of which are without a resident pastor, rep­
resenting a situation which is absolutely Incompatible with an adequate spiritual 
impact on Southern society; 9,000 churches in our Convention which are non-par­
ticipant In any co-operative missionary work of our Baptist body; one-half score 
of false faiths which deny that Jesus is the Lord, rearing their anti-Christ heads 
impudently and sending forth from printing presses and platforms destructive 
teaching for the undoing of the people; tremendous material forces and great 
national wealth which are straining almost to the breaking point the uplift and 
religious forces of tbe Republic, and making a supreme challenge to American 
Christianity for an adequate spiritual dynamic.

Are not snch facts as these enough to thrill with a holy longing and purpose 
the heart of every preacher of the gospel of salvation? No preacher can let his 
thoughts dwell upon our situation in America today without longing to appeal to 
his people that they shall gird themselves through prayer and faith to win a great
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victory for Christ in such a day as this, and support with sacrificial liberality the 
cause of Home Missions, which is the answer of our whole Baptist body to the 
challenge of these needs and opportunities.

Surely there was never a time when the appeal to Home Missions should 
more stir the preacher and lay-man than the present does. Most of the civilised 

S world beyond America is torn and bleeding almost to ruin by bitter strife. The 
Christian influence of these nations is reduced almost to nothing. On American 
Christianity the end of the ages have come, a  tremendous responsibility to keep - 
brightly burning in our civilization the light of faith and of hope, so that the 
world which sits in darkness, and almost despair, may see and hope and believe.

Great have been the successes of this present year of the workers of the 
Home Mission Board. Their labors have always been greatly blessed, but even 
more so in these latter days. On request we shall gladly send to pastors tracts 
and other material that will aid them in preparing to speak to our people on 
the needs and opportunities presented by Home Missions. This material is free 
to ail who ask, though on request we will gladly name books that will stimulate 
the preacher, for which a charge is made. In the front rank of these we unhesi­
tatingly place our new book. Baptist Missions in the South, which is forty cents 

j, postpaid in paper binding, and fifty-five cents postpaid.in cloth binding.
May we u rge . that country' pastors who reach their churches only 

once a month, will during March speak on this subject to each of their churches, 
or else early in April?

The greatness and urgency of the needs of Home Missions are presented else­
where is this magazine. We hope no one will fail to read the appeal of Dr. Gray. 
Our pastors and churches have come bravely to our support at this season now 
for many years. We beg and plead for even larger aid during the next brief 
weeks to meet the urgent needs which confront us.

A New immigration Bill.
IT IS REPORTED that a committee of Congress is again preparing a bill to re­
strict immigration, that the emissaries of Rome and other non-patrlotlc interests 
are fighting it, but that at present it includes the literacy test. To keep out the 
unlettered hordes from Catholic countries is to thwart the nefarious Romanist 
scheme to “make America Catholic." The bill as reported to Congress should em­
body the literacy test. If that is in, it .will not matter much what else is out. If 
that is out, no amount of piling up of imposing verbiage will atone for the lack. 
Readers should write their congressmen and senators to that effect. It Is hoped 
President Wilson will not again veto such a patriotic and just measure.
An Attractive Book Offer.

AS ADVERTISED before, we will on request send to pastors or other leaders a 
copy of "Baptist Home Missions,” or of "Baptist Missions in the South,” for exam­
ination. If It is decided to keep the books, the recipient will send us the price. 
Otherwise they may be returned to us. The first book is thirty cents, postpaid; 
the second (cloth binding), fifty-five cents. All who have accepted this offer so far 
have decided to keep the books. "Baptist Missions in the South” 1b developing 
an unparalleled popularity, both for class use and for the general reader. In a 
letter just received, Mrs. Sanford C. Smith, of Danville, Virginia, orders the book 
sent to two friends, and adds: "One of those friends is in danger of being lost to 
the Baptists. I do not know of a more convincing book to make her see she Is now 
in the right place than ‘Baptists Missions in the South’.” In fact “Baptist Missions
m the South” is a thrilling story of the Baptist mission in the South and in the cation.

- t h e  h o m e  f ie l d ________________________
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Appreciated Approval.

A CLASS of more than fifty In a large church in Nashville, on finishing the study 
of “Baptist Missions in the South,” sent through Dr. P. E. Burroughs, who taught 
the class, a hearty vote of thanks to the authcr. We appreciate warmly such 
approval, even though convinced that the work gained much of its convincing 
quality from the distinguished teacher.
Free Tracts for the Home Mission Campaign.
WE WILL GLADLY send free on request a package containing the required num­
ber of each of our Home Mission campaign tracts. Each of these is a "center 
shot" tract, prepared especially to give to busy people in a few minutes a great 
central truths about Home Missions and its present needs. Each of the tracts 
may be read In less than five minutes. They are as follows: “The Home Run 
for Home Missions” {also published In this magazine), "Giving to Home Missions 
—Why?" "March a Month of Home Missions”, and "Home Board and Social Ser­
vice." The last two are prepared primarily for our Baptist women. In ordering, 
state whether one each Is desired for examination, or a larger package for dis­
tribution. In ordering for a church one tract to three or four members has been 
found effective and economical.
“ It Was Easy to Get Them "

SUCCESS DEPENDS largely upon how pne goes at a thing. If he goes at ft with 
the purpose of accomplishing It, whether It Is easy or not, the chances are large 
that he will succeed. Once he warms to the work, the difficult task becomes easy. 
In these few words we have told the essential story of what It takes to get sub­
scribers to The Home Field or the denominational paper. Here fs a club of sub­
scribers just In from Evangelistic Singer J. L  Blankenship. He says: “The en­
closed list of seventy-seven subscribers to The Home Field Is from a church of 
about 200 members. It was easy to get them.” It was easy to Brother Blanken­
ship, as it is to others of our Evangelists and Field Workers and other friends, 
because he has made up his mind that it Is a thing really worth doing. We thank 
God for such friends and helpers. They greatly cheer and comfort ns In our work. 
They make possible the large usefulness of The Home Field. Next month we hope 
Brother Blankenship and others will tell our readers briefly how they get the sub­
scribers. Our Honor Roll tells who some of the friends are who make The Home 
Field and many another good work more largely useful.
“The World by Wisdom Knew Not God.”

MRS. GRAY has an article by Bishop Warren A. Candler of the Southern Metho­
dists, In the Woman's Department, which touches convincingly one of the really 
great problems of civilization today. Bishop Candler is a seer. We have no 
doubt the Methodists are proud and grateful that they have him. Many of his 
utterances have a ring which could not thrill more, even If he was a Baptist. 
When the editor was a novitiate preacher, he once drove behind a mule from an 
association in the country to the railway station with the lamented Dr. Harvey 
Hatcher, who equalled his more distinguished brother, William E. Hatcher, in the 
greatness or his personality, and perhaps surpassed him in homely wisdom and 
philosophy. As we urged our mule over the rough roads. Dr. Hatcher discoursed 
to the effect that from the standpoint of the Kingdom, education Is worse than 
a failure, unless It Is shot through with the Christian motive. It came to us at 
a time when we needed just that Incisive tutelage. Twenty years have passed, 
now social service looms large. Adapting his approach to the present danger, 
Bishop Candler re-afflrms the abiding principle that the “world by wisdom knew 
not God,” nor will ever know Him.
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to contribute something to this fund and are 
now Just waiting for the opportunity to do 
so, and I feel sure that a cheerful response 
will be made, and we will be able to raise a 
sum that will be worthy of the name of this 
lovely Christian woman.

Mississippi, where she spent so much of 
her early life In mission work, and New Or­
leans, where, she labored under the State 
Board, will be glad to Join her many friends 
in Texas, where she spent the last years of 
her life, in this laudAble undertaking. Mrs. 
Mollle Pearson, a kinswoman of hers, at 
whose home dear sister Nelson died, al­
though of different church relations to hers, 
expressed a desire to help In this memorial 
offering.

The name of sister Nelson’s friends Is 
Legion, and it is certain that It will be easy 
to raise this fund as a fitting memorial to
her name.

How reluctant she was to lay down the 
burden of active service when old age was 
creeping upon her. It seems good that her 
labors of love could be continued in thiB 
way by her friends after she has gone to her 
rest. It would have been an unspeakable 
joy to her to have known before her de­
parture that she would be remembered In 
this loving way, and who knows but that 
her joy in heaven Is Increased tenfold as 
she watches tho ongoing of her work which 
was begun during her earthly life.

I remember she told me a dream she had 
when young In the work, and was very sick. 
An angel appeared with a scroll In his hand, 
and rolled off piece after piece of unfinished 
work, representing the many things she had 
begun but had not finished, and finally In­
dicated to her that she would live to finish

FOR MORE THAN a year It has been on the 
hearts of many of the friends of Mrs. M. J. 
Nelson, whose sudden and distressing death 
occurred two years ago, to place her name 
In the Baptist Hall of Fame. After hearing 
Dr. L. B. Warren explain the purpose of 
the Memorial Fund, to be used as a Church 
Building Loan Fund to aid poor churches in 
building meeting houses, as a perpetual 
memorial *o some loved one who has laid 

the burden'of life, some of sister Nel­
son’s life-long friends felt that there was 

more deserving of such a memorial 
this dear sister, who Bpent her life 

from young womanhood to old age. in such 
unselfish devotion to the service of the Mas­

ter. Mrs. R. F. Coleman and Mrs. T. J. 
Walne, of Texas; Mrs. 1. P. Lipsey and .Mrs.

- L. F. Johnson, of Mississippi, with myself, 
conferred together with other dear friends 
of sister Nelson, and It was agreed among 
us that such a fund should be raised by her 
friends amounting to $2,000.00, to be known 
as "The M. J. Nelson Memorial Fund."

Since then, many of her friends have ex­
pressed themselves as willing and anxious

Mr*. M. J. Nelson.
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them all. The dream revived her spirit and 
she rapidly recovered and entered her work 
with renewed joy and faith. Her beautiful 
face, her lovely spirit and her attractive per­
sonality won to her a host of friends where- 
ever she went, and she ever used all of her 
personal charms to draw others to her 
Savior, whom she loved bq dearly.

The week of prayer for Home Missions 
comes in March, and during that week let 
us begin our contributions to this memorial 
fund, and Bend all we can to Dr. P. H. Mel!, 
Treasurer, 1004 Healey Building, Atlanta,

Gs-. Indicating that It Is for The M. J. Nel­
son Memorial Fund.

Let us do something worthy of her to 
perpetuate the noble work she began while 
she was among ns. We were denied the 
privilege of ministering to her necessities 
in her old age, but the Lord had better 
things in store for her and took her to him­
self. I am sure It will bring one of her 
beautiful smiles to her dear face in the 
Glory Land as she looks down upon us as 
we are making It possible for her work to 
go on till Jesus comes.

Godless Education a Poisonous Prescription.
BISHOP WARREN A. CANDLER.

WELL-BALANCED prescription, 
which is curative when properly 
compounded, may be positively 
polsoncfus if an essential element 
be left out of 1L 

This principle fs as applicable 
to formulas and programmes pre­

scribed for remedying social evils as it Is 
to medical agents compounded for the heal­
ing of physical diseases. Nevertheless it is 
often overlooked by well meaning men, who 
in seeking to do good bring to pass evils 
which they do not intend. There are many 
reasons for fearing that such Is the case 
with many who prescribe education as the 
panacea for all social, industrial and moral 
disorders.

Statesmen and reformers of all types and 
grades ofTer education as the means to cure 
all the ills of the social system and the 
body politic. They proceed on the idea that 
ignorance is the source of sin, and that if 
that fountain of evil be dried up, nothing 
but good will Issue from the lives of men.( 
They offer the leaves of the tree of knowl­
edge rather than those of the tree of life 
for the healing of the nations, forgetting 
the solemn declaration of the Holy Scrip­
ture that “the world by wisdom knew not 
God," and that out of its godlessness flowed 
its abounding wickedness. Their slogan is 
"Knowledge is power," but that power may 
be good or bad according to the character 
of the motive and purpose_back of It.

It Is as certain as If it were written In 
the book of fate that the education which 
Increases the power of men, without at the

Bame time inspiring them with the spirit of 
self-sacrifice for the unselfish use of their 
increased power will breed discontent and 
end In revolution.

This inevitable outcome of universal edu­
cation is brought In view by one of the 
greatest living Scotch writers in a passage 
found in a recent volume in which the dis­
tinguished author discusses the effect of 
popular education. He says:

"All observers agree that a fundamental 
cause of our present social unrest has been 
the eating of the fruit of the tree of knowl­
edge. But this fruit is about to be more 
largely cultivated and more generously be­
stowed. The education of the masses is one 
of the Immediate advances of our social and 
political life.

“All educationalists have been busy dis­
cussing Its problems, outlining Its ideals, 
and suggesting tbe modes and means of a 
higher a tta in m e n t . Our statesmen are pon­
dering not only more comprehensive, but 
more detailed and more efficient systems of 
national education. Every nation has be­
come persuaded that the battle Is not to'the 
strong, and the race Is not to the swift 
by nature, but the battle It to the drilled, 
and the race Is to the trained and dis­
ciplined.

“As a consequence modem Ideals of edu­
cation are not content with the Blmple rudi­
ments of a former era. They aim at the 
development of the powers of the body and 
of the mind, the quickening of the masses, 
the refining of the tastes, the training of the 
aptitudes. But realize the effect of this uni-
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versal higher education upon the habits and 
ambitions, and upon the work of the people. 
Conceive the youth of a time close at hand, 
who Is familiar with the thoughts and the 
language of Shakespeare, can understand 
the gay worldllness and the debonair grace 
of Horace, Is able to recall and sum up the 
results of the past history of his own race, 
and to look out on the world with an under­
standing of its strategic geographical posi­
tions, Is not only deft in the use of tools 
put Into hls hands in the public schools, 
vut Is also quick and sensitive to things 
beautiful.

"What kind of life will such a youth de­
mand? What kind of work will he aspire 
to do? What inevitable tasks and tolls will 
he endeavor to escape? If any man de­
clares that this more highly educated popu­
lace will bend Its back to the work of the 
scavenger and the toil of the stevedore, ex­
cept under the Influence of religious sanc­
tion, he seems to be speaking without war­
rant.”

Somewhat to the same purpose was an ut­
terance of Prof. Harry Thurston Pack, of 
Columbia University, a few years ago. Dis­
cussing in a magazine article "Modern Edu­
cation,” he deprecated the idea “almost uni­
versal among our people that education in 
Itself and for all human beings is a good 
and thoroughly desirable possession.” Con­
tending with this idea is fraught with "so­
cial and political peril,” Prof. Peck said:

“Education means ambition and ambition 
means discontent. We see on every hand 
great masses of men stirred by a vague dis­
satisfaction with their lot, their brains ad­
dled and confused by doctrine that is only 
half truth and vaguely understood, yet thor­
oughly adapted to make them ripe for the 
work of the agitator and the enemy of pub­

lic order. Such education as these possess 
can never qualify for any serious role; it 
only makes for grievous disappointment and 
a final heart-break. Nor is there any moral 
safeguard in a limited degree of education. 
Quite the contrary. It only makes the nat­
urally criminal person far more dangerous, 
converting the potential sneak-thief Into the 
actual forger and embezzler and the bar­
room brawler into the anarchist bomb- 
thrower.”
.Prof. Peck exemplified in the tragedy of 

hls life and death the truth of what he said. 
Hls culture contained no moral quality to 
safeguard Its effect, and he died as a sui­
cide, two women claiming his body by a 
wife's dower right to bury her husband.

But the remedy for the dangers which 
Prof. Peck pointed out is not less educa­
tion. A poultice of Ignorance will not draw 
out the dangerous lnflamtnatlons which af­
flict and imperil the social system, even if 
the people are willing to submit to its appli­
cation. The cure mu3t be found by restor­
ing the religious element to the educational 
prescription. Hereby the educated men will 
be inspired to self-sacrifice and restrained 
from a self-centered life,—a result which re­
ligion alone can secure.

Secularized education means selfishness 
equipped with the greatest rower to work its 
own ends, and that means discontent and 
disorder.
Eecularized education is a modern thing, 
and even now It is confined for the most 
part to the United States. The experiment, 
of such education has produced already very 
unsatisfactory consequences, and it prom 
ises worse results In the future.

Without the religious element the pre­
scription of education Is poisonous and per-

* ilOUB.

E D I T O R I A L  N O T E S .
Christian education Is the palladium of 

our liberty In America. We are so im­
pressed with Bishop Candler's recent ad­
dress upon thiB subject that we present it 
In full for our readers.

We feel sure that throughout our South­
land our sisters are busy with preparation

for the “Wook of Prayer.” God grant that 
the gifts may be liberal. The needs are 
great. Our blessings are manifold. Our 
gratitude to God should seek a channel of 
expression through our gifts.

Will America be Baved for Christ’ Your 
gift and mine will help to answer the ques­
tion.
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H O M E  F I E L D  H O N O R  R O L L  J A N .  1 5  T O  F E B .  1 5 , 1 9 1 6 .
Rev. F. D. King, Charlotte, N. C.............. 113
J. L. Blankenship, Dallas, Texas............. 101
Dr. W. D. Powell, Louisville, Ky............. 95
Rev. J. A. Scott, Stillwater, Okla-...,.. . .  74
Rev. J. B. Pyatt, Waurika, Okla.............. 39
Rev. S. W. Kendrick, Nashville, Tehn—  34
W. E. Rodgers, Muskogee, Okla............  28
M. J. Babbitt, Brevard, N. C......................  24
Mrs. E. M. Dickinson, Washington, D. C. 21 
Rev. J. E. McManaway, Greenville, S. C. 21
i.ev. J. W. Kay, Dallas, Texas.................  20
lL C. Routh, Dallas, Texas............. . 19
B. F. Green, New Smyrna, F la................. 19
Rev. C. E. Perryman, New Orleans, La... IS
Mrs. E. M. Mitchell, Barnesville, Ga.......  16
Rev. E. B. Atwood, Albuquerque, N. M... 16
F. S. Carter, Smoaks, S. C........................ 15
Leilah Attaway, Saluda, S. C.................... 15
Mrs. V. B. Mcllvaine, Tampa, Fla............  15
Rev. W. F. Fisher, Lynchburg, Va..........  14
M. L. Harris, Ozark, Ala...........................  13
J. M. C. Duke, Portsmouth, Va................ 13
S. M. Harrell, Coushatta, La..................  13
Mrs. W. J. Matthews, Maxton, N. C......... 13
Mrs. E. J. Whilden, Greenville, S. C.......  12
Mrs. L. G. Neal, Atlanta, Ga___.-..............  12
Mrs. Ray Palmer, Warrensburg, Mo.......  12
Mrs. R. J. Severence, Florence, S. C.......  12
Mrs. W. W. Gilbert. Orlinda, Tenn........... 12

NOW IS THE TIME
Burke said: "To read without re­flecting, is like eating without digest­ing.” jMuch is written which would poison the system if it was digested. The Home Field will not poison but feed. Help us circulate i t

THE HOME FIELD1004 Healey Baildiaf. Atluti. Ga.

Miss Aretta Beswick, Kansas City, Mo... 11
Rev. J. C. Owens, Asheville, N. C.............  11
Miss Mary Northington, Marion, 111.........  11
Mrs. J. M. Coleman, San Antonio, Texas 11
Mrs. H. J. Council, Oxford, N. C...............  10
Mrs. F. D. Bolton, Fincastle, Va................. 10
Mrs. J. W. Battle. Dothen, A la ...............10
Mrs. T. P. Carver, Dallas, Texas.............  10
Mrs. P. W. Odom, Dallas, T e x a s .............10
Rev. A. J. Arthur, Capitol Heights, Md... 10 
Mrs. W. L. Narramore, Prattville, A la .... 10
Mrs. T. W. C. Bice, Billingsley, Ala......... 10
Mrs. F. W. Lee, Fort Smith, Ala.............  10
S. D. Monroe, Mobile, Ala........................  10

A T T R A C T I V E  P R E M I U M S  F O R  H O M E  F I E L D  C L U B S .
__________________ ! _  FOR A CLUB OF SIX SU BSCRIBERS:
"HOME MISSIONS IN PICTURES" an exquisitely beautiful, tw o-co lor  print H om e 

Suasion Album, showing 131 pictures of Home Mission W orkers and o f the w ork Itself. 
The pictures look as well as photographs. Sells for 25 cents.

FOR A CLUB OF TEN SU BSCRIBERS:
"B A P T IS T  HOME M I8SIONS." the well-known and popular M ission Study book o f 

the H om e Board, 175 pages. Sells for 30 cents, postpaid.
••BAPTIST MISSIONS IN TH E SOUTH" (paper covers). This Study Book o f State 

and H om e Missions, Just from the press, has been hailed with a  glad acclaim  not before 
accorded any Mission Study book hy Baptists. 240 pages. Sells for 40 cents, postpaid.

___ FOR A CLUB OF FIFTEEN SUBSCRIBERS:
5 ? ? ° ^  MISSION’ CHARTS. Will grace the walls o f  any 

S tfiF tot  60^ e n U .  ? 2 2 t W  tW°  ro ,o rs* ,arge ty p o* 8 trlk ln& m a P*
SI OO a n d T /fo 'h o o k s  ?P Y T1 Y, fclol,h l>°u nd). Equal In a p p ea ra n ce  to  m ost*1.00 and  31.50 books. This binding is durable and a rtlst lc :^Renw^f2r^SR^r»ntB^j i2 * t £ 2 2 ^ _ _
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HOME M ISSION CHARTS
T H E  PU BLICITY D E P A R T M E N T  o f  the Hom e Mission Board has ju st Issued an 
entirely new and much enlarged set o f  H om e Mission Charts. Each chart Is 42 Inches 

- deep and 28 Inches across. The white paper used Is o f  h igh-grade and Is heavy and 
strong enough for the purpose^ The charts are printed In red and black. The letters 
are large enough to be read across a church auditorium o f average size, and the 
leading Idea o f each chart Is also set forth In diagrams.

J
The charts bear the following names:

HOME MISSIONS IN 1915 
A WORLD OPPORTUNITY 
IS AMERICAN CHRISTIAN?
RURAL CHURCH PROBLEM 
SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS

T o Illustrate the value o f the charts, we may say that the first one named 
above carries an outline map o f the South and shows in red ink the population, 
num ber of! white Baptists and num ber o f Home Board M issionaries In each State. 
Each o f  the charts sets forth In the briefest, most graphic form  some big idea. A 
set o f  these charts should be possessed by each church and each Sunday-school and 
M ission Society. Sent securely packed post-paid for 50 cents the set o f five. Or will 
be g iven as a  premium for a club o f fifteen new subscribers to The Home Field, 
if  request 4s made In the letter enclosing the subscribers. Address

PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT
BAPTIST HOME MISSION BOARD

ATLANTA, GEORGIA.



BAPTIST MISSIONS IN TH E SOUTH
Being, the Story of How Baptists in the South Have Grown as a Saving Force 

from the Colonial Period to the Present Time.
WRITTEN by Victor I. Masters, Editor of Home Board 
Publications, at the instance of the State Secretaries and 
under the joint auspices of the State and Home Mission 
Boards, this new work promises to fill an important place 
in Mission Study which has not heretofore been supplied. 
Historical in method, it is a sympathetic interpretation of 
how Baptists in the South brought their saving impact to 
bear upon society from the Colonial Period to the present 
time. A great religious body is a living organism. On 
its human side it is the sura total result of all the forces 
which conditioned and made it. Therefore the minister 
and the student and teacher must gain knowledge of how 
to sene wisely the present by conversing with the past. 
Read a few of the hearty commendations of this book:

B. F. R ILE Y, Birmingham. Alabam a: "It la w rought with adm irable skill, sclen -DR. with adm irable
title balance, and an adjustm ent o f parts most apt. The enthusiasm  w hich  the author 
brought to the work Is clearly undisguised. Its trace Is on every page. H e wus thor­
oughly and earnestly In love with his subject. For one. I prize h ighly the taluablo 
volum e In character unique. In comprehensiveness rare, yet In detail m ost rem arkable, 
and true throughout to historic fact, the manual Is w orthy .o f all praise. The w ork la 
well done, the denomination benefited, and the author Is w orthy o f  all h onor."
DR. F. M. M cCONNELL, Superintendent o f the Departm ent o f  Evangelism . Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Sem inary: "Y our book Is a splendid one. It will do a  groat deal 
o f  good, and If others are affected by It like I was. they will be Intensely interested. The 
w ork shows everywhere outcroppings of a perfect mine o f fascinating h istory.'!
DR. J. F. LOVE, Corresponding Secretary, Foreign Mission Board, R ichm ond. V irginia: 
"Y ou  have succeeded in a singular degree In making unusually entertaining reading 
out o f  a  statement o f facts. The book will admirably serve Its purpose as a  M ission 
Study manual, but It Is also a most Informing and readable piece o f  m issionary litera­
ture. Instructive as it is. I found Its reading an agreeable pastim e. The entertaining 
quality the author has imparted to the pages o f The Home Field has slipped Into the

;nly Instructive work at the sam e timepages o f  the book and makes the thoroughly Instructive work at the sam e pleasant
reading.
DR. J. W . GILLON, Corresponding Secretary o f the Tennessee Board o f M issions: " I  
have read with Interest, yes. with Increasing Interest, every page from  first to last. It 
ls an admirable contribution to our denominational history. You have done a good jo b ."  
DR. W . H. YOUNG, pastor at Thomson, Georgia: " I  am 'dee-lighted.* This book 
promises to be o f more actual service In arousing the m issionary m otive than any I have 
seen; far more so than the books now used In study classes."
DR. E. B. ATW OOD. Secretary for New Mexico. In The Baptist New M exican : " I t  ls the 
strongest volume that has been Issued by the Home Board and should be read by every 
Baptist. The story o f the struggles of our fathers for religious liberty, the conflict, the 
growth and the success o f  the missionary Idea, and the call o f  the future, big with possl- 

J?* *h0’i ,d th* hearts o f Southern Baptists. It will make an Inspiring and help- 
ful Mission Study book and we trusj every pastor In New M exico will organize a class for 
the study o f this delightful volum e."
DR. P. EL BURROUGHS. Educational Secretary o f the Sunday School B oard : " I  thank

J^Ich have com e to me personally from  reading this____ g ____ ____ ____  w
jk. The material ls fresh and Interesting! the method o f

ling tms
. ______ _ , , — -   --------------- -- — ----------~ presentation well adapted
$£Jlr^v*e2era êa?.er a,nd 80 to students who use it as a text-book . Apart

u j 0nal “J111 missionary information It contains, the book ls w orth while 
for  the light It sheds on the romantic story o f Southern history and developm ent."

Corresponding Secretary o f the K entucky Board o f  M issions: ‘ 1nnarht t n hard Put It down when once I had begun to read. It ou^ht to ha\e a large sale. I am sure It will do great good. You have done y ou r 'w ork

Man} State Secretaries are ordering this book by the hundred. The Pioneer 
Band of Students at the Louisville Seminary formed the first class to study it 
as a text-book, and express themselves as pleased.

Two hundred and forty pages, attractively printed and bound. Cloth 50 
cents, paper 35 cents, with five cents extra for postage.
BAPTIST HOME MISSION BOARD, Atlanta, Georgia
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