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A m e ric a n is m  in  th e  A s c e n d a n c y

SO HIGH in the plane of patriotism and ethics have 
been some of the published utterances at the Republican 
and Democratic National Conventions, that only the 
brevity of our space has prevented us from reproducing 
it here. Particularly has the Democratic Convention 
sounded the high notes. Whatever the outcome of the 
forthcoming national campaign, there is ground to be­
lieve that thej speaking and publicity it will elicit 
will be pitched on the level of patriotism, justice, 
brotherly love and Americanism. In this we all have 
great ground for joy and thanksgiving. Not a little of 
the national convention reports sounds like a good speech 
on Home Missions! This will unquestionably have a 
profound influence on the Home Mission propaganda.

We rejoice and take fresh eourage! To date the Demo­
crats seem to be the party whose stand for high Ameri­
canism is unquestionable. We should rejoice to see the 
Republicans take ground similarly above all question.

A hyphenated American victory in the campaign 
would be one of the greatest blows, if not the greatest, 
this country has ever received. Facing this issue all 
others sink into comparative insignificance.



G ig a n t ic  A d v e r t is in g  S c h e m e  of F e d e ra te d  
! C h u r c h  M o v e m e n t

W . I. C O L E , T op ek a , K ansas.

/.V THE WORD AND ‘WAY of April 27 and of Hay j, 1916, tccrc published two articles 
by Rev. W. I. Cole, a llaptist pastor at Topeka, Kansas, “An Indictment and Challenge of 

Jhe federated Church Movement,,f which are so informing and timely that we tcish they 
might be read by every Baptist in America. (Without having obtained permission to do 
to, we laic the liberty here to say a request of The Word and Way, Kansas City, Missouri, 
enclosing ten cents in jstamps, wilt bring the two numbers containing the article, so long 
as they last.)

We took early occasion to get in touch with Brother Cole and to assure him of our 
appreciation of his valuable contributions. Following which he has tcrittcn at our request 
the following instructive article.' Not a few of our more thoughtful brethren apparently 
doubt that the Unionists really hare it in their purposes to destroy the denominational 
groups in favor of a Protestant hierarchy. We are definitely convinced that this is their 
purpose, and the staff of workers employed arc among the shrewdest men in the country; . 
some of them are unusually able men. TTc are delighted to give our readers the following 
article. There is great need for more Baptist writers and speakers who shall go to the 
trouble to. examine the plans and arguments of Unionism and• then tell our people what- 
they find. Particularly is it a field for first-hand investigation by our busy editors, and 
their readers will not be slow to appreciate a service of this kind. * .

THE MOST GIGANTIC publicity campaign 
of which I have any knowledge is being vig­
orously pushed by the Federated Council 
of the Churches of America. It has left 
and Is leaving absolutely no stone unturned 
that will bring Its propaganda into the fav­
orable notice of all churchmen and the 
world.

One of the evident purposes of this cam­
paign is to create a favorable sentiment 
among the world folks, and then use this 
world sentiment to compel the Christian 
sentiment to favor federation.

But I am not writing of purposes now. 
I mean only to draw attention to their ad­
vertising activities. I have lived in To­
peka more than six years. During that 
time many conventions of an interdenomi­
national character, local, State and national,

have been held here. I have been present 
in most of these conventions. I think I 
am correct when I say that in every In­
stance I heard some masterful advertising 
agent present the plans and hopes of this 
movement

Six years ago, in Topeka, the movement 
was unpopular. Four years ago, about, 
after such an agent had presented his 
claims (such agents were not labeled, they 
would then as now loudly disclaim any such 
agency, they never appeared on the pro­
gram in any such capacity, they were al­
ways program speakers, presenting some 
theme vitally related to the convention in 
hand, but at some point in the address or 
paper, would digress, turn entirely away 
from the matter under discussion, and use 
their greatest energy and gklll to ad v e rts

m
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ing this Federated Movement—this church 
of the New Departure), alter he had given 
us such an excerpt, such a bracketed pub­
licity statement, there was an enthusiastic 
hand-dapping by a small minority of those 
present. The next speaker on the program 
In referring to the publicity statement be­
fore mentioned, made something iike the 
following remark: “The speakers who make 
such statements are becoming popular at 
these conventions, but they are the most 
unpopular men in their home churches.” 
This was the State Interdenominational 
Sunday-School Convention.

This year I heard the general paid field 
worker of the same State convention "do” 
the same publidty stunt, and not a ripple 
of displeasure was evident, and those of 
us who were opposed had to endure In 
silence. This last convention was held in 
Wichita, and was composed mostly of young 
people from the smaller towns and rural 
districts, therefore easily led.

These questions arise in my mind: Do 
these speakers get extra pay from these 
Federated bodies for these publicity ex­
cerpts, or are they arbitrarily using these 
program privlliges as opportunities for In­
jecting their peculiar personal prejudices 
and ideas along this line, into these con­
ventions? And, in either case, Is this done 
by and with the consent and approval of 
the various managing boards? And if so, 
are such boards acting honestly and fairly 
with their constituency? If they favor this 
federation, why do they not declare for it? 
Or, are they rather purposely creating sen­
timent with the view of declaring for it 
later, when the time is ripe?

What I have written concerning the In­
terdenominational Sunday-school conven­
tions Is multiplied ten times in the Men and 
Religion Movements. In the last Laymen 
Missionary Convention, held in Topeka, 
these publicity excerpts were frequent, and 
some of them went beyond being merely 
advertising excerpts, they were bitter at­
tacks upon those who dared to refuse to 
federate. One speaker went so far as to 
say that any church or pastor who refused 
to federate was an undesirable factor In 
any Christian community. Therefore the 
same questions that I have asked concern­
ing the speakers and managing boards of

the Sunday-school convention, 1 ask, with a 
ten-fold more emphaslB concerning the 
speakers and managing boards of the Men- 
and Religion Movements.

I offer the following questions to the man- 
agers of our Baptist affairs: Brethren, can 
you not see that,, in spite of the heroic 
effort put forth in these undenominational 
laymen’s conventions, you have not reaped 
adequate returns in the totals of your 
finances? And is it not evident that your 
attitude toward this federated movement 
publicity excerpt propaganda Is cutting the 
nerve of activity at the source of supply?

Let me get back to my subject, the gigan­
tic advertising campaign, etc. The biggest 
thing that has been undertaken along this 
line, by any sect, or section, or denomina­
tion of Christians, has been undertaken by 
this sect, or section, or denomination of 
Christians, self-styled "The Federated 
Churches of America.” It lies In the self- 
appointed championship of the physical 
needs of the Armenians and other war 
sufferers. They have undertaken to monop­
olize the task of feeding and clothing the 
destitute Armenians, and are calling upon 
every pastor and every church, of any and 
all denominations to send through them, as 
i heir acknowledged heads and leaders all 
i heir gifts for war-desolated peoples. What 
a scheme to gain, under the guise of relig­
ious sympathy for the war-ridden destitute, 
recognition of their church federation mon­
opoly, and thus get favorable consideration 
from thoso opposed to their federated 
scheme.

In order- to show the thoroughness of 
their scheme I will relate Just how they 
worked with me, who am only an uninfluen- 
tial pastor of a Baptist church, in the little 
Western city of Topeka, Kansas. First, 
there came to me, addressed In the most 
flattering style, from New York, a pathetic 
appeal In behalf of these starving war suf­
ferers. This made a direct effort to play 
upon my vanity by urging me to be one 
or the very generous Christians to honor my 
Master in taking a large offering from my 
church for this cause, to be distributed by 
the Federated committee.

I fully recognize the supremo Importance 
of ministering to the necessities of these 
and other sufferers, but what I want you
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to see is the great skill with which this 
movement lays its hands on the most sacred 
and tender things in order to bring itself 
to your approving consideration and there­
by secure your co-operation. They well 
know that if they can Becure your coopera­
tion in these matters It will not be long 
before you will be Cooperating in other mat­
ters. We | will say nothing of the audacity 
of a self-appointed board attempting to 
manage the benevolences of all the Chris­
tian groups In America and the world.

This first appeal was sent out by “The 
Christian Work," as one of the agents of 
this Federated committee.

In a few days followed quite an elabor­
ate, expensive, and attractive circular of 
sixteen large pages, with the seeming en­
dorsement of all Borts of men in all sorts 
of positions. This was from the Federated 
Council itself.

Then followed a circular letter from one 
of the official members of the council. Fol­
lowed a second circular letter, enclosing 
a clipping from the Topeka "Daily Capital," 
championing this undertaking by the Fed­
erated Council. This clipping was almost 
a column long, and seemingly placed the 
“Capital" in perfect cooperation with the 
Federated Council. The “Capital" is the 
paper read. These shrewd people take 
pains to know how to Influence you.

Then came a most urgent letter address­
ed to the Topeka pastors, from a local 
committee, championing this effort of the

Federated Council to monopolize the man­
agement of the war benevolences of the 
Christians of America, In behalf of the suf­
fering Armenians.

Then came another letter from the Sec­
retary of the Topeka committee, most ur­
gent in the request for cooperation. “Co­
operation" Is the idea.

Some might say, “There 1b nothing un­
usual in this advertising propaganda; the 
publicity committee of all the big denomi­
nations are making their various appeals 
dlrect,->each to its own legitimate constit­
uency for the support and cooperation that 
each legitimately has the right to expect" 
But this committee of the Federated coun­
cil is paying no attention to legitimate con­
stituency. It Is making a strong, direct 
appeal personal, pretentiously with the 
most hearty approval of many notable men 
In all walks of life, to every preacher, 
church and Christian In America, and also 
to the men of the world, to cooperate with 
them, and to work through them. In reliev­
ing the necessities of these destitute suf­
ferers.

Are there any lessons for ns to learn from 
this publicity campaign?

[The Home Field has been the recipient 
of perhaps a dozen circulars from the Fed­
eral Council to the same purport as those 
Brother Cole received. Also many others 
about other schemes in advertising which 
our "valuable aid” is soughL-r-Ed.]

H o m e  B o a rd  E v a n g e lis m
W E S T O N  B R U N E R , S u perin ten d en t o f  E v a n g e iiim .

I WISH TO .GIVE expression of my deep 
gratitude or great appreciation of the 
Interest of the brotherhood at Asheville 

In our Evangelistic Conference held for four 
days In the Central Methodist Church, dur­

ing the Convention. The audience on Wed­
nesday numbered over 500. This was the 
smallest attendance we had. Each day 
marked an increase until more than 1.500 
were present at . our closing conference on 
Saturday morning.

The speakers were at their best; the 
spirit of the meetings was tender, the sing­
ing by male quartett and the Negro Evangel­
ist Smiley captured all of our hearts. The

wonderful address by Dr. Lee IL Scar­
borough on "Our Seminaries and Evangel­
ism" has been published in a number of our 
papers by unanimous request of the fifteen 
hundred assemblies in conference.

Dr. C. S. Morris made a profound Im­
pression . in his remarkable address on 
“Religion the Negro’s Greatest Need.” His 
was a plea for his race that moved all 
hearts profoundly. Surely we are face to 
face with the collossal opportunity of render­
ing far-reaching service to our brother in 
black. Shall we face It unfalteringly or 
shall we let it pass at the peril of our own 
race as well as at the peril of the Negro



race? Rev. Richard Carroll, of South Caro­
lina; John E. Ford, of Florida; and many 
other great leaders of the Negro race have 
a vision of their present need and are 
ready to respond to our every' approach In 
the name of our common Lord and Master.

Dr. Carroll has shown himself a master and 
statesman in his power In organizing hie 
people for Kingdom work and his ability to 
elicit the good will and aid of induential 
whites.

A  S u g g e s te d  S o lu tio n  of a S o re  P ro b le m
C. C. D R O W N , D .D . .  Colum bia, South C a ro lin a .'

Y £ l  /;#  BEFORE in  our time has T u e  H o m e  F ie t d  rep u M u A cd  an  article, Its pages are all 
too few to present even once all the good things which belong in  it  a n d  which are available. 
The following article by Dr. C. C. Broicn, of South Carolina, appeared in  the April number 
of the magazine. Soon all the spare copies were exhausted in  an effort to supply special 
requests for them. The demand grew; it w axed into a rerita&Ie clamor. If we had had a 
thousand copies extra ire could scarcely have supplied the demand.

At last wc capitulated at the regueef of a leading Negro minister, whom the editor is glad 
to claim aa his friend, and who has a way of getting what he wants out of white people— 
Rev. Richard Carroll, of South Carolina, one o j the evangelists of the Home Mission Board. 
IVe arc reproducing the article of Dr. Rrown. / fa ir in g  the fact of Dr. Brown’s racy style of 
writing, the message of his article is substan tially that which might le had from hundreds of 
our Southern Baptist leaders.

Many of the requests for copies and the ermgratutations have come from the North. It 
always seems to be a revelation to our Northt-m friends and brethren that tee do anything 
teith Negroes doten South besides lynch them or put them on chain gangs. That is because 
the poor Northerner, like a tot of Southerners who ought to know better, gets his idea of the 
South and the Negro from the sensational secular press. If we modestly might, we would 
suggest to these good friends to read Southern religious papers and mission magazines. They 
would then not be startled into extreme activity when by chance it breaks in upon them at 
some point that the Southern whites have a conscience for the Negroes. The Southerners love 
the Negro, though many of them deny i f . -  The North does not always love him, t h o u g h  it 
shouts words from the house top on the subject, at the same time if lecture# the South for 
badness concerning the race question.

BOUT A MONTH AGO, I stood in 
a pulpit before a well filled house, 
all Negroes. The pastor had read 
John 3. and read it better, with 
more meaning to it than 1 had 
heard any white man read in a 
twelvemonth. This same pastor 

had recently told me of his pastoral 
troubles—that one deacon was unreliable 
and his word not to be trusted—that another 
deacon could not handle money righteous 
ly—that the church knew these charges to 
be true, but—

And there I was, on my feet, about to 
speak to such a people. My soul cried out 
within me. I longed for some genie, 
gifted with insight into human emotions, to 
come and analyze my mind, and tell me 
"where I was at." I felt sure I could not 
locate myself. I was dragged hither and 
thither by conflicting emotions, and wished

rather to run away from the surroundings, 
until I could come to myself. I did not 
know how to speak nor what to say. I beat 
the air for a time in self defense. Finally I 
fo nd myself in the odd condition of a man 
who was saying ode thing—because he had 
to talk—and thinking another, because what 
he thought would not be acceptable.

I carried away with me the unspoken 
speech. Since then, a third speech has 
come to me, and I am bold enough—if that’s 
the word—to Bprcad It out over the page or 
two of the blooming acres of The Home 
Field, with the capital letters relegated to 
the rear.

The Case Stated,
THE NEGROES are here, eight or ten mil­
lions of them. In my heart, I harbor no 
animosities against them. Next to my 
mother’s, the face my Infant eyes first
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looked upon was the face of my old black 
Mauma. It followed me through the years, 
nor has It ever suggested an unpleasant 
memory. When she died, I wept at her 
grave, and with my jack knife cut her 
name In the bark of a big tree near by. 
That was her only monument. Forbes, In 
his “White Helmet." Bald Hannibal was the 
one man produced by the African continent 
who could smile derisively in the face of 
the choicest monuments of marble. He 
would be remembered without one. But 
this Is true of other Africans. It is true of 
my old black Mauma, and true of yours, 
too, If you had one. . <■

The Negroes did not bring themselves to 
our shores—the Southern people did not 
bring them. Hence nelihcr they nor we 
can stand guilty before the world. They 
have been converted Into a problem, with­
out theli connivance, and that problem has

been thrust upon 
us for settlement, 
without our per­
mission.

But the prob- ’ 
lem is here—with 
us, and we are 
to settle it. or fly 
the field. Some 
problems settle 
t h e m s e l v e  s— 
death s o l v e s  
some.

All sorts of 
makeshifts have 

DR. c. C. B R O W N . been suggested. 
History has been quoted, until the students 
thereof discovered that a man can prove 
or disprove almost any proposition by ap­
pealing to historical precedents. 
Makeshift-Solutions Which Have Been Sug­

gested.
AMALGAMATION was suggested, until 
wise physiologists declared that a mulatto 
woman in the third generation was barren. 
This destroyed the outlook In that direc­
tion. "Ship them to the North, .where 
racial antipathies are not so strong" said 
another. But this fell down when it was 
discovered that while the Northern folks 
were willing to j help the Negroes at long 
range, they were rather disgusted at short 
range. They preferred to "pass by on the

other side,” and dispense their alms at the 
end of an umbrella or walkingBtlck. The 
Negro’s untidiness and sloth were too much 
for the people long accustomed to white 
servants, or to no servants.

Then another prophet popped up. He 
said, “Colonize them in Liberia.” And away 
they went by the boat-load, only to show 
that, without the white man's example and 
ideal, they had a tendency to revert too 
soon to the original type, and were on the 
verge of social and religious destruction.

“Let them alone,” said the great diviner 
of the future, “and they will go as the In­
dian has gone.” For fifty years, we have 
been waiting to discover if this is trut>. 
The four or five millions of 1865 have 
grown into eight or ten millions in 1916. 
His going Is not noticeable, while his com­
ing startles us.

My Almost Radical Remedy.
IS THIS ALL? Are we at the end of our 
tether? I think not, and yet my remedy is 
almost radical, and comes near to arousing 
my own sense of dlsguBt Pray, take a good 
long breath while I name it—we must edu­
cate the Negro preacher In collegiate 
branches, and educate the masses along In­
dustrial lines, while we bring to bear upon 
all or them the best Influences of the Chris­
tian religion.

This seems' to be perfectly simple. We 
are willing to say. We could do this, if we 
wanted to. But hold—to educate the Ne­
gro preacher among Negro Ideals will never 
lift him up high enough to enable him to 
lift others. What he needs is a higher 
1deaL He can not find It among his own 
people, and hence the Negro preacher who 
is to become a genuine benefactor to his 
race must be educated by Southern white 
people, and—saints and ministers of grace, 
defend us!—among Southern white people.

This is the crux of the case. This Is the 
bone that hitches In the throat of the 
Southern white man, and this is the bone 
he must learn to swallow. This is the 
Southern white man’s burden—not simply 
to give his money to aid In Negro education, 
but to give himself. If God fastens this 
burden to our shrinking shoulders, let us 
pray for grace to bear it. I don’t want it 
any more than my brother does. The night­
mare of social equality—a something of



which I am not able to divest myself—dis­
turbs all the best dreams;of my life. It Is 
not a law of caste, but a jaw^of nature. It 
manifests itself, in some manner, among all 
the peoples of the earth, and is beyond their 
control. It Is not my sin; it is my racial 
inheritance.

But the thing must be dealt with. The 
Negro preacher can never} be properly edu­
cated by Northern people among Negroes. 
We who are willing to send or carry the 
gospel to the Negro in his far-away African 
home must get our consent to do something 
for him here in this new world. Contact 
with the best white meif, direct and im­
mediate, is the one meand of properly edu­
cating the Negro preacher, and imparting 
to him the higher Ideal which be must have 
if his education is not to be a failure.

A Task for the Southern White Man.
IT MUST be done by Southern men—sons
of the slave owners—for 
stand the Negro, and are

they best under­
best able to put

up with, and condone, his weaknesses and 
lack of character. The Northern m a n - 
even the philanthropist—seeks to measure 
the Negro by a straight rod—one that is 
perfectly straight; but the Southern man 
measures him by any crooked old stick be 
can find lying around. He knows the 
Negro—does not know so mdch what is in 
him, as what is not in hiiii. The Negro as 
he is cannot be held down to any strict and 
unbending law in Integrity. He has many 
of the tendencies of his forbears, who wan­
dered naked- and virtueless through the 
equatorial wilds. The Southern while man 
knows this. The knowledge does not warp 
his judgment. It counts with him. but be 
does not discount the Negro because of it.

The second dose from my remedy bottle 
—the giving of an industrial education to 
the masses—can be easily swallowed. Weil 
not strangle at that, but pity, alas, the 
second dose cannot be taken until we take 
the first, and even if we 
second first, it would brio

could take the 
; no healing; for 

the Negro masses will nevier rise above the
Negro preachers 
the level of the 
the white man’s

Negro preachers, and the 
will never get far above 
masses until they acquire 
ideals directly from the white man. Jesus 
laid his hand on many of those whom he 
healed, and we must learn 
do the same thing. The

from him how to 
absent treatment"

Is too much like that which Mrs. Eddy was 
willing to give, and too little like that 
which Jesus gave. It occurred to others, 
but never to Jesus, that any place or per­
son would or could defile him. When wo 
labor on the same plane with him, wc shall 
be prepared then to give the Negro preach­
er the teaching and the Ideal he must have. 
While being taught, surrounded by a white 
environment, coming Into contact with 
those-who know him, he will bo Just as un­
comfortable as his teachers are; but he 
will come forth new-born, and can then 
reach down his hand to help those who are 
below him.

To solve this problem—to make such a 
thing possible—is the Southern white man’s 
burden. As far as I am capable, 1 have 
thought through and around and^over and 
about the thing for many years. Almost alt 
the books I have read lead up to tbo same 
thing. Mrs. Hammond’s excellent book, "In 
Iilack and White," published in 1914, de­
clares that the Negro’s sorest need is a 
loftier ideal—that is, he must see thing.- 
from a white man's view point. But she 
pauses just on the verge of the truth. How 
is the Negro to get this ideal? Can he 
steal it? I make bold to go one step further, 
and say, Give it to the Negro p reach er- 
let the white man give it to him—give It to 
him directly and immediately—give It to 
him face to face—give It to him by contact 
with him—in a Southern school—maintain 
od by Southern money and taught by South­
ern teachers. We must do as Jesus did— 
break the bread and bless it; then give It 
to the Negro preachers that they may giVe 
it to the multitudes. The Northern man 
cannot teach them; they cannot teach each 
OU -er. IHave We Grace and Wisdom for the Task?
NOW. SIRS, ye Solons and Solomons and 
chronic wiseacres, put your heads together 
and you’ll find that you are an aggregation 
of asses. No matter how much you know, 
you cannot solve this problem, the one I 
have outlined. But you other men—you 
who are willing to crucify yourselves for 
Jesus’ sake—you who preach and teach and 
say you believe that God is no respecter of 
persons—you whose hearts easily bleed at 
the sight of human misery—you men who 
know what It la to have Jesus live In the 
inner chamber of your being—you can de-
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vise a plan for Imparting the white man’s 
Ideal to the Negro preacher by a process of 
euucation In the white man's presence—If 
you really want to do so.

I think I know some men who would have 
grace to do this work, if they only had wls- 
dom sufficient to enable them to lay the 
foundation for i t  The whole South must 
get behind it. This will take away the 
odium; nothing else will. We shall have to 
drive our chariots over the kickers, and 
among those of feebler mind and baser 
nature, a great cry will arise. The Board 
that undertakes the work may suffer for a 
time in Us income. There will be strikes 
financial and striked ecclesiastical; but 
only for n time. The 'plan will reveal itself, 
whether It is God’s plan or not As we 
climb the first steeps, our feet may bleed, 
but if we come to the table lands, and find 
we are walking with God, we shall be 
happy at having largely, if not entirely, 
solved the Negro problem.

By nothing that I have written is.lt my 
purpose to throw stones at my brethren in 
the North. They arc Just as fine a people 
as*we are, and we, of course, are the very 
choicest in the world. So I'm saying a good 
word for all. But they Just don’t know the 
Negro. If thejj could wrap their ideals In

brown paper, and hand the thing to the 
Negro, done up and ready for use, the. Ne­
gro would not have exactly the thing he is 
in need of. It would put him out of adjust­
ment with his environment The South­
ern man will never come to believe that the 
Negro is just as good as he is, and the only 
difference is in the color of the skin. We 
who live among them—and they themselves 
—know this is not true. It would never 
occur to us to teach such heresy. Our doc­
trine would be better, and based upon the 
truth. But as it is now, we are teaching 
them almost nothing. They live at our 
doors, and sleep about our bouses; we feel 
kindly towards them, and the great major­
ity of us rejoice when we see them pros­
pering. In the face of all this, we are not 
pushing any missionary or education prop- 
agandism among them, and they die an 
rot morally at our feet unhelped.

I am not unmindful of the work that Dr. 
Bruner with his Negro helpers is doing in 
the way of evangelistic labors in some sec­
tions of the South; but—what is this among 
so many? Is the Southern conscience to be 
appeased by such measures? Or—shall I 
ask It?—has the South any conscience 
about this matter at all?

D r .  C .  C .  B r o w n  a n d  th e  N e g ro .
E. C. MORRIS, D.D., President of the National Baptist Convention.

SOUTJIERX ivUlTE BAPTISTS should esteem highly the confidence tchich is reposed in 
them by the }'egro Baptists of the South. It is a fact creditable both to the whites and 
blacks, that o tr Xegro brethren ha re unshaken faith in the sincerity and unselfishness of 
the interest which their white brethren have in them. Just now our Xcgro brethren arc 
having an unfortunate trouble among themselves. Our ffiendship is for the whole race, and 
Xegro Baptist—all of them—have a righteous claim upon us for help. TVe canhof take sides 
in thrir troubles, but tre deplore them and would cheerfully aid in settling them. TVe are 
glad to publish the following article from Dr. E. C. llorris, which is apropos of the article 
of Dr. C. C. Brown, which we reprint. Dr. ilorris’ article breathes a spirit of fellowship 
which, we bclitoc, rightly interprets the feeling of Xcgro Baptists for white Baptists.

ANY ONE. who lias read “ Baptist 
Missions In The South" by Dr. V. I. 
Masters, and the “ White Man’s Bur­

den”  by Dr. B. F. Riley, will have great 
pleasure in reading the splendid article “A 
Suggested Solution of a Sore Problem" by 

Dr. C. C. Brown.
I am not abl? to account for the fact that 

culiar interest to read any- 
hlng by a representative Southern

white man about the Negro, and I seldom 
lay the paper or book down until I have 
read the last word. I am not pretending in 
this brief article to write a complete review 
of Dr. Brown’s contribution to The Home 
Field, but rather to express my thanks to 
him for the open, frank way in which he 
lays the matter before the dominant race 
in the South.

In stating the case about which he writes,
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Dr. Brown removes the possibility of any 
unfavorable criticism by the Negroes, and 
brings them Into his confidence by saying, 
“In my heart I have no animosity against 
them." It Is words like j these which 
strengthen the belief in the black man that 
a brighter day Is rapidly coming for all the 
people of this section of our great country.

It is perhaps no longer thought, and has 
never been true that the Negroes look upon 
all the white people of the 'South as their 
enemies. It has been evident to the black 
man from the days of slavery until now, 
that there has always been a choice ele­
ment of white men In the South who were 
ever ready not only to advise, but to lend 
them a helping hand in their efforts to 
improve themselves under the changed con­
ditions, and I am glad to sayj, that the num­
ber of such white men is greatly on the 
increase.

It Is only necessary to poiht to such men 
as Drs. Gray, Gambrell, Frost, Mullins, 
Bruner, and the editor of Tne Home Field, 
to explode the fallacious doctrine of social 
equality. These distinguished gentlemen, 
whose positions as religious leaders often 
bring them face to face with black men, 
doubtless spend hours at the time talking 
with leading Negro men about the Interests 
of the Kingdom, and I venture to say that 
not a single one of them can point to an 
instance where any black man has ever 
intimated that there was a  desire for the 
social intermingling of the faces.

Dr. Brown makes a strong plea for an 
educated ministry for the Negro masses,

and 1 wish to glv© my hearty approval to 
that plea, and too that a large portion of 
the burden in furnishing that ministerial 
education be borne by the Southern white 
people. But in saying this, I do not Intend 
any criticism whatever on the Northern 
white people, for they have done a marvel­
ous work far the Negroes of the South, and 
are yet doing a great work, and I may add 
that much of what the Northern people 
have done has been along the line of train­
ing the Negro ministry.

The fact is that a very large majority of 
the Negro people live in the South, and will 
in all probability remain In the South, which 
will very largely make the education of the 
Negroes a problem of the South. Then too, 
if Southern ideals are to take a firm hold 
on the black man, to the extent that the 
tremendous numbers of black people here 
shall feel that the Interest of the white 
man and the Interest of the black man are 
identical, then It stands to reason that the 
advanced race should take on active part in 
the education of the backward race.

The Southern white Baptists have tkken 
an advanced Btep in this direction 
posing to buiid a Theological Semina 
Memphis, Tennessee, for the training of 
Negro preachers, conditioned upon the 
Negroes providing a site on which | the 
buildings are to be erected. I am reliably 
informed that the site has been secured, 
and as a matter of course the white Bap­
tists will carry out their part of the agree­
ment. Such action on the part of the 
Southern white Baptista point to a brighter 
day for all the people of the South.

“ U n io n ” B y  the V io la tio n  of C o n s c ie n c e .
V . L M .

T WILL BE remembered that two 
or three years ago there was a 
certain degree of unrest among 
our Baptist people, lest the "en­
tangling alliances” sought and
proposed by Union, should have
inoculated the streams of our 

Southern Baptist life. SL Louis Con­
vention and the much-discussed motto,'"Fraternal sentiment Is good, but loyalty 
to Christ is better,” was a vane which 
marked the wind movement on this topic.

So was Nashville Convention and it* 
strong pronouncements on denominations 
Integrity. So in a specific matter 'wai 
Asheville Convention in Its utterances or 
Union Mission Schools.

In ail these things the spirit of denomi 
national group loyalty and of loyalty tc 
the teachings of the Bible triumphed ciear 
ly and overwhelmingly. We rejoice It 
these portents. They are full of promise 
But before we leave this question we will 
do well to take stock of our situation, lest

t.



it should transpire that these easy victories 
shall give a  false sense of security, and 
prevent our seeing graver dangers yet
ahead.

Southern Baptists have repeatedly put 
themselves on record against the deceitful 
preachments of Unionism, but Unionism 
has not therefore ceased to address Itself 
to carrying out Its astute campaign of edu­
cation. This campaign has abundant, al­
most unlimited money behind i t

It is commonly reported that one entire 
door of an office building In New York City 
is being furnished rent free by one of our 
Baptist brethren for the uses of religious 
progress through Unionism. Other Union- 
lstlc schemes find abundant money ready 
at their call- There are many secretaries, 
and they are men of unusual astuteness. 
All of which smacks much of “Efficiency," 
as it is coming td be defined, and, along 
with other activities of a Blmllar nature, 
suggests that there| Is growing up a collas- 
sal scheme to bring about a great Protest­
ant hierarchy, "efficient," like Rome. If 
so. It Is anti-Christ In a  new guise. Con­
trary to the Bible, it proposes that the King­
dom shall come b>| money and human wis­
dom, and the manipulations of astute men.

Coming now to things which are more 
Immediately under our personal observa­
tion. The Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. 
activities among the Btudents in State 
schools everywhere tends to lead them to 
accept the Unionlstic dogmas and to be­
come weaned froni and discredit the work 
and worth of their own denominational 
groups. In many cases, while the denomi­
nations slept these organizations have 
even got into the denominational schools.

The scores of big meetings inter-denomi­
national, which like waves have surged 
across the country for a number of years, 
always with worldly wisdom going to big 
cities and putting forward all the big men 
astute scheming could come at; are another 
part of the Unionlstic plan. Months are 
given by able, vigorous exploiter agents 
working up these meetings. Wisdom like 
unto that of a national political convention 
works out the schedule to be followed, 
steering each meeting bo as to make 
Unionism seem good and holy, and dcnoml- 
natlonallsm little, or even petty and mean.

As long as the Unionists can secure such re­
sults, we may look for their expensively 
and laboriously gotten-up big city meetings 
to continue. -

The Mission Study book literature of the 
Y. M. C. A. almost habitually discredits de- 
nominatlonalism. That of the Interdenomi­
national Missionary Educational Movement 
often, if not usually, does the same thing. 
The unproven formula of Unionism and 
Liberalism are with wearisome iteration 
shouted from the housetop as panaceas for 
the Ills of Zion all and sundry, while the 
spirit of denominational group loyalty is 
belittled and sneered at by implication or 
openly!

Also many of the brightest lights of 
Unionism are going into the magazine and 
newspaper press with their dogma that de- 
nominatlonalism is leading Christian faith 
toward destruction and that Unionism is 
the good medicine which will cure all the ' 
ills of the patient. The secular press for 
the most part finds religious differences a 
nuisance, if all the religionists were in 
one batch, it would be far easier to play 
them up to the financial advantage of these 
publications. Therefore the Unionlstic ex­
perts have found in the secular press for 
the most part a ready as well as an able 
ally.

Other things have made this a day in 
which the preachments of Unionism find a 
hearing favorable beyond precedent For 
Instance, Big Business preaches Efficiency. 
Unionism is nothing if not up-to-date. 
Unionism also preaches Efficiency, and 
shouts from ten thousand platforms and 
presses that the great and sole enemies of 
religious efficiency are the Christian bodies 
—no, “the narrow spirit of jealous and big­
oted sectarianism!"

This god, Efficiency, looms athwart the ' 
horizon of constituted Christianity to-day. 
Not even Baptists, who repudiate Unionism, 
seem yet to have thought that there may 
be more of evil than of good in a restless 
advocacy of efficiency, though there is much 
In the Bible and In history that should 
teach them.

Then Intercommunion has made the 
“world a  neighborhood," to use the pet 
phrase. Make a vast mass of people a 
single community, and give them social and
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business interests which overshadow their 
religious convictions, and you have a fer­
tile and fruitful field for Unionism—outward 
conformity and inward spiritual torpidity or 
death!

Let it be observed that the religious 
groups which have led in insisting on a 
formal, outward Union are exactly those 
which have made the greatest failure at 
winning the lost in America. There is 
Episcopalianism, for instance, and the Y. M. 
C. A. This may be followed out'further by 
each reader for himself. The groups which 
shout most for Union do least to win the 
lost. Apparently having lost their passion for 
the souls of men, they are becoming acutely 
anxious to herd all the people of God so that 
they may manage the spiritual life, the poor, 
narrow sectarians have, under God’s bless­
ing, brought about In other words, their 
commendation for fitness to manage the 
constituency of the various • Christian 
groups is that they have failed to create 
any considerable Christian group of their 
own.

The desire of Unionism to stamp out the 
spirit of denomlnationalism is consuming. 
Everywhere it misrepresents and casts re­
flection on that spirit. Assuming that one 
Christian body, a Protestant hierarchy, 
would please God better and bring his 
Kingdom quicker than the denominations, 
they find it necessary to buttress this as­
sumption with another, namely, that the 
causes of the. different bodies holding apart 
are senseless''''vagaries, prejudices and a 
selfish desire for power. This group, which 
would absorb all the power of ecclesiastical 
control, by the simple process of discredit­
ing that which has grown up In the service 
of virile Christian groups, rails upon them 
about the love of power!

In sneering at the conscientious differ­
ences between Christian groups, the Union­
ists assume that they are above such dif­
ferences. The logic of their position is 
that the only Christian truth which is 
worthy of respect is that which shall be 
left when all points of difference have been 
eliminated by sneers!

I charge against this attitude of Union­
ism that it proposes to violate the con-
'.'-V * . ■ .

sciences of the people of God in orcK-r 
it may weld them into a Union by 
strain!, a forced Union at the top. l i  tre 
is hardly anything else which will ao sun;> 
crush real Christianity in the heart, as Lais 
false proposition of Unionism.

1 have a friend who is an Associate h c -  
formed Presbyterian, a true disciple of uu- 
Master. One day in the confidence of 
friendship, he expressed to me the belief 
that all Christian groups would in the end 
come to using only Psalms in church music. 
Now, 1 do not agree with my friend, "but i 
could scarcely refrain from shedding tears 
as he spoke to me. In which does Chris 
tian unity most Inhere, the attitude of heart 
which leads me to respect as a sacred thing 
the thing which my brother in Christ holds 
to be sacred, or does it rather Inhere in an 
impudent, brazen mockery of my friend's 
views and a pose that the whole trouble 
with him is narrowness and sectarianism?

The Bible says the Kingdom cometh not 
by observation. Unionism says it does. 
The Saviour commends Mary rather than 
Martha. Unionism says nojt only that 
Martha, busy with affairs, lg better, but 
that the pensive Mary is out of date. The 
Saviour Bays that oneness in Christ is like 
his oneness with the Father, which is in­
corporeal, spiritual. Not so, raves Union­
ism. The only oneness is a Union by con­
straint-at the top, says Unionism, and those 
who arc Against it are narrow, bigoted, dis­
credited sectaries. Unionism necessarily 
pares off, changes, or denies teachings 
about Christ which do not comport with its 
dream of a Protestant hierarchy. Is not this 
anti-Christ?

This thing is far more potent and deter­
mined than most of our Baptist people real­
ize. Apparently it has set its stakes with the 
expectation of abiding long on the job of 
seducing and outraging the Christian con­
science, that It may produce a Protestant 
hierarchy. If these words are untempered 
and unjustified, there will be time in the 
coming years for this fact to become ap­
parent On the contrary, every sign from 
Union-ward is to the effect that Baptists 
should get ready to fight to the death 
against this new heresy* of Christian in­
crease by lessening the content of faith.
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K It is to bo so, may God look In mercy 
upon us and give us strength and wisdom 
and groat faith, for sore trials await those 
who shall stand for the faith once deliv­
ered to tho saints.

As a matter of fact. Baptists arc not with­
out responsibility for this situation. For 
more than twenty years the Y. M. C. A. and 
Y. W. C. A. have been shaping the religious 
lives of our young people in the colleges, 
State and denominational. They needed re­
ligious attention and we did not provide it 
adequately. In the State schools we have 
done almost nothing to look after the re­
ligious training of our young people.

T he . Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. saw 
the need and the opportunity and entered 
in. However sure we may be that the re­
ligious training of youth should not be 
entrusted to a group of workers independ­
ent of the churches of Christ, we can not 
deny that these organizations have sought 
to do a great and needed work which the

denominations themselves unwisely neg­lected to do.
There is no Bpace here to develop the 

above line of thought We will undertake 
to do so in another article. But Baptists 
face the urgent need of a Students’ Mis­
sionary Movement of their own which shalfl 
do for Baptists what the above-named or­
ganizations have sought to do with such 
Impressive results. We must be big enough 
in our denominational program to provide 
for such needs as these.

We are a democracy, and we dread es­
pousing a cause that the masses of our 
churches do not yet understand. Even so, 
we must teach the churches about such, 
needs as these and we can do IL They 
will respond and will hold up the hands of 
leaders who seek to safeguard our young 
people and future leadership by right train­
ing, if we will inform ourselves and take 
the trouble to Inform them.

We salute the recent Baptist Students’" * 
Missionary Movement Surely it has come 
Into the Kingdom for such a time as this.

T h e  S e m in a r y  S tu d e n t  P io n e e r  B a n d .
R. E. ZACHERT, Louisville, Ky.

IT MAKES little difference whether" our 
mission fields are separated from us by 
an ocean, a bay, a river or a creek; our 

responsibility to all mission fields, whether 
near or far, is alike. The spirit of missions 

which draws a man or woman to Africa is 
the samo spirit that draws another man to 
China, or to the outlaying districts of his 
own city. God, in his providence, secures 
workers for all his fields by kindling fires 
which burn for certain fields in the hearts 
of certain people. A person so chosen Is 
hard to keep back.

The Student Pioneer Band of the South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary is com­
posed of young men who feel the tug for 
specific mission work In the home land. 
Thcso young men commence their training 
for tho special work before them while 
they are students, and they do this work in 
addition to their regular poprse of study,

i ' - r  i • •• i

In the same hour In which the Student 
Volunteer Band meets to plan and pray for 
foreign missions, the Student Pioneer Band 
gathers in another part of New York Hall 
to plan and pray for home missions. Since 
the same spirit prevails the members of 
both bands they work together harmonious­
ly. Many mission lectures are given in 
Louisville and vicinity, both bands usually 
being.represented on the same program.

This year we have full graduates from 
both bands, who would like to go to work 
in their respective fields but can not re­
ceive appointments because of the big 
money shortage somewhere. They are not 
disheartened, however, because nothing in 
the world can stop them from trying to 
arouse interest in their mission fields and 
that is exactly what those graduates who 
cannot get appointments are doing at pres­
ent.



P re s s in g  O n  T o w a r d  th e  M a r k .
(E x ce rp t  from  H om e B oard  C on ven tion  R ep ort a t  A sh e v ille .)

B. O. G RAY , Correepondlng Secretary.

FTER MANY years. In which the 
results of our Homo Mission work 
have yearly made a substantial in -' 
crease over the year preceding, 
we have the privilege of report­
ing an even larger advance than 
ever In results In the year Just 

closed. For this reason we are profoundly 
grateful to God, and to the pastors, churches 
and others who have made this possible. 
We are also gratified at the evidences of 
Increasing interest among our people in the 
activities of the Home Board as the means 
whereby our entire Baptist body must give 
an account of itself as a saving force in 
the nation.

As an evangelizing agency the Home Mis­
sion Board’s success outstrips that of all 
other Home Mission Boards in America, 
though many of these are great and Buccess- 

O hfu l. As measured by baptisms the work of 
K ^ou r Board this year shows results nearly 5,- 
■ 000 ahead of the remarkable results of a

year ago, the total number of baptisms be­
ing 43,792. After discounting the propor­
tion of baptisms creditable to co-operative 
agencies, there still remain 2$,680 baptisms 
creditable directly to the Ifome Mission 
Board.

During the past year the activities of the 
Board have likewise been characterized by 
solidity. It has done a large educational 
and enlistment work. From the nature of 
the case, such development results cannot 
be tabulated, but they help everything in 
our denominational life, and sufficient rela­
tive attention to this class of service is 
absolute requisite to the satisfactory enlist­
ment of our Baptist resources for every 
work of our Lord.

War and Our Southern Neighbors.
OUR PEOPLE have this year been much 
worried about the war In Europe and the 
smaller but annoying troubles of Mexico on 
our Southern border. Despite these un­
toward circumstances, our work has moved 
along with more impetus than ever before. 
Our troubles with Mexico show our lntlmat? 
relation to the Republics south of us. Pan- 
Americanism is rapidly growing and it 
r.akea larger demands upon American

Christianity for loving patience and mis 
slonary service. The Latln-American Con­
ference of evangelical bodies was held in 
Panama City during February. This gather­
ing showed that all evangelical bodies in 
America are thinking about taking for 
Christ the Western Continent from here to 
Cape Horn. The Spanlsh-American peoph- 
south of us are the foreign races which 
dwell nearest to America. Southern Bap­
tists already have a work at many points 
among Latln-American nations, and could 
easily and wisely enlarge their activities 
In this field. In the countries lying about 
the Caribbean Sea dwell 9,000,000 people. 
We should and will have hundreds of 
thousands of our young people down there.

Marvelous Growth.
GRATITUDE for the blessings of God on 
our work in the past, as well as during the 
present year, should- move us to grateful 
thanksgiving. So wonderfully has the 
work been blessed in recent years that we 
say each year is better than the preced­
ing. and we tell the truth. It seems to 
have crystallized into a law, this upward, 
regular and rapid growth of our work.

Multiplied thousands of the lost led to 
Christ, hundreds and thousands enlisted 
in larger service for the Master, waste 
places changed • into fruitful gardens, des­
titute frontiers given the stability and cul­
ture of older communities, thousands of for­
eigners made citizens of the heavenly King­
dom. the blessings of salvation brought to 
the multitudes, a great social uplift among 
our people through the preaching of the 
gospel and the sacred ministries of our host 
of faithful missionaries. These are some of 
the achievements that fill our hearts.

During the last fifteen years Southern 
Baptists have increased In numbers 61 per­
cent- The increase in baptisms for 1915 
was 105 per cen t over the increase In 1900. 
Our mission contributions in 1915 were 353 
per cen t over those for 1911, and our total 
gifts to all objects 333 per cen t increase. 
From 1900 to 1916 baptisms of the Home 
Board have increased 646 per cent

Our Home Mission Board Is the great uni-
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lying, constructive, Inter-State agency of 
Southern Baptists, and has been the prime 
force In making our people a  great, splen­
did. virile body, with a solidarity of thought 
and purpose unsurpassed by any religious 
denomination. Here we set up our Eben- 
eicr, "Hitherto the Lord hath helped us."

Church Extension.
THE PAST YEAR has shown a notable 
advance In the success of the activities In 
each Department of the Board's work. We 
here set forth some of the results attained 
In the Departments, as clearly as possible In 
so brief a space. The resulta are shown 
with more detail, and very Instructively in 
the Department reports elsewhere.

The Church Extension Department during 
the past year has made good progress. In 
large measure the Board has held off from 
an active campaign in the Interest of Church 
Extension. This has been done partly for 
the sake of the Judson Centennial, which, 
had not closed Its work. It has been con­
sidered Inexpedient to have two extra Inter-' 
State activities pressing themselves at the 
same time upon our people.

Still, our Church Extension work has 
made gratifying growth, particularly in the 

' number of named Memorial Funds. Our 
campaign has been quietly conducted and 
the Board has had only one man engaged 
in the service. However, the work has 
been pressed with vigor, though without a 
cumbersome and large agency staff. Our 
women of the Woman’s Missionary Union 
will take upon themselves about one-third 
of the amount to be raised for the Church 
Building Loan Fund. In fact, they have 
already decided to put It on their budget 
Dr. L. B. Warren, our Church Extension 
Superintendent, has been ably active, par­
ticularly In working among the Baptist 
women.

The need of this Fund is growing. South­
ern Baptists have the unenviable distinction 
of having more unhoused churches than any 
Christian body In America. One of the most 
crulial experience of the Home Mission 
Board comes in connection with its Annual 
Meeting, when the appropriations for the 
ensuing year are made, in the urgent cry 
from many quarters in our Zion for aid in 
erecting houses of worship. The number of 
places where the need Is extreme is always

beyond the ability of the Board to supply, 
even though we have hitherto, Dr our effort 
to render the service, a n n u a lly  appropriated 
to this work a considerable amount from 
our regular mission receipts. When we 
shall have gotten together our Church 
Building Loan Fund of a million dollars, we 
will be able to supply most of these de­
mands by loan from this Fund. It Is one 
of the searching needs of Southern Bap­
tists to-day.

Evangelism.
THE PAST YEAR has been the greatest of 
all years In Evangelism. The growth of 
this phase of the Beard’s work, since it was 
Instituted in 1906, has been wonderful and 
its advance year by year has scarcely been 
more gratifying than the large and increas­
ing measure of favor accorded the service 
by the denomination. In accordance with 
the specific recommendation to the Board 
of the Convention at Houston, the Evangel­
istic Department has this year given a 
larger attention than before to the needB 
of the rural churches and those in the 
smaller towns. Associatlonal campaigns 
have been conducted with success and many 
individual meetings, in which the evangel­
ists acted independently to meet the de­
mands of particular churches, have been 
conducted with gratifying results, while at 
the same time the Department has proven 
itself admirably and wonderfully adapted, 
through city campaigns, as a means of 
bringing the gospel message forcefully to 
bear upon large and difficult urban com­
munities. While all the work of the De­
partment has been successful, the number 
of conversions has been particularly re­
markable among the Negroes. Dr. Weston 
Bruner, Superintendent of the Department, 
who has led the work of the Evangelists 
with such marked success, gives the de­
tails with more fulness elsewhere.

Publicity.
IN OUR Publicity Department we have 
tried to economize as much as possible 
and yet we have not before done such effi­
cient work in this Department as we have 
achieved this year. We have tried to meet 
the more urgent needs in many directions 
by a discriminating use of an adapted tract 
output and other literature. More and
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more through Its efforts to serve the In­
creasing demands from .churches and lead­
ers, our Publicity Department has found it­
self doing the work of an educational de­
partm ent As an indication of the Increas­
ed Interest In the study and teaching of 
Home Missions this Is a distinctly encour­
aging development

Our books are In good demand and we 
are particularly gratified with the success 
of the last book by Dr. V. I. Masters, the 
Editor of Publications, which has met with 
unprecedented favor and merits the wide 
circulation which It has attained In a very 
brief time. The plan of the book Is set 
forth in the report of the Department of 
Publicity. It renders the work adapted to 
the needs of our people. It Is the b e s t. 
work our Editor has done and we are con­
fident that It will stimulate additional work 
on the historical development of missions 
among Southern Baptists, which is too lit­
tle understood by our people, and wilt 
encourage the bringing out of other needed 
books by the Home Board,

Many of the study classes in our churches 
have adopted "Baptist Missions in the 
South,” and among these are the two Theo­
logical Seminaries at Louisville and Fort 
Worth.

It is a matter of joy to us that our Bap­
tist people, by their large use of our books, 
are showing such an appreciative under­
standing of the Importance of the approach 
to the field of mission study through books 
which set forth the varied activities and 
ideals of our own denominational body. 
This Is the most desirable point of ap­
proach to this great field of Investigation.

Mountain Schools.

WE MEET in the center of the Southern 
Highland region. The Home Board main­
tains in this city headquarters of Dr. A. 
E. Brown, Superintendent of Mountain 
Schools. The work is growing more solid 
year by year.

Since the beginning of the mountain 
schools they have sent out 350 preachers, 
200 lawyers, 225 doctors, 30 trained nurses, 
SO missionaries, 2,500 public school teach­
ers, 900 for mercantile pursuits, 40 for work 
in banks and 18 members of the legislature.

Less spectacular, perhaps less Impress). - 
In our popular thought, but of even mm ■ 
immense significance in the transformatk.' 
and enlargement of Uvea In a large secUo-- 
of our civilisation, are the thousands of 
Highland boys and girls who have returned 
to their own homes, where their quiet and 
unheralded influence In church and homo 
and community la alt the while leavening 
the lump and making mightily for the en­
largement of our 4,000,000 mountaineers and 
their beautiful country.

Before the Convention this year the Board 
is specifically stressing two features of our 
work—Church Extension and Mountain 
Schools. We call attention to the beautiful 
booklet on the latter subject, "The Strength 
of the Hills," which may be had at the 
Home Board booth and at the Women's 
meetings, and also to the "Hall of Fame" 
to be had at the same places, which attrac­
tively* sets forth the growth of the- Church 
Building Loan Gifts.

Enlistment.
THE ENLISTMENT WORK of the Home 
Board, cooperating with various State 
Boards, has been In operation for three 
years. For two years the Board-engaged 
an Enlistment Secretary, whose duty was 
to put In operation the varied helpful ac­
tivities Involved In this service. During the 
last year, however, the work has been under 
the direct charge of the Corresponding Sec­
retary. - -v

More than three-fourths of our churches 
are rural and more than 16,000 meet for 
worship only once a month. Enlistment 
service is needed In towns and cities as well 
as in the country, but the preponderance of 
rural churches and the .sad lack In enlist­
ment which has Inevitably] resulted from in­
adequate opportunities for preaching and 
for pastoral instruction has made the work 
of Enlistment mainly an activity for rural 
churches.

During the past year an average number 
of fifteen field workers has been engaged 
in eight States. The more detailed report 
elsewhere, which should be studied, will; 
show the character of servico which Is ac-- i 
complfsbed by these men, but cannot pos­
sibly show the Joy that has come In' scores 
of churches resultant upon their sense of



new life and efficiency following the Christ- 
ly helpfulness of devoted workers uha.are 
in a particularly pleasing way experts in 
aiding churches and pastors toward attain­
ing a fuller service.

Enlistment is a work, not an agency. The 
need of this work Is immense. It is a task 
that requires more patient waiting and ef­
fort than winning the lost. A soul may be 
saved In an hour, but it will lake years to 
develop the implanted life. Statesmanship, 
love for the brethren, and obedience to our 
Master, alike point Southern Baptists to the 
propriety of giving large attention to this 
service. ; -

Co-operative Work.
THIS ACTIVITY of the Board Is of vast 
consequence. It has helped more to the 
solidarity of our Southern Baptist body 
than any one thing else. In looking with 
favor upon every fit opportunity for co­
operative service in the various States, the 
Board has only followed the repeated Con­
vention instructions to keep in as close 
touch as possible with the different State 
bodies. This requirement Is also in our 
organic law. Other Departments of the 
Board’s work cannot in the nature of the 
case do this.

Our Cooperative work continues to grow. 
In many of our older States there Is little 
or no co-operative support of pastors, but 
new conditions have opened up a new 
cooperation even in these, as. for example, 
in the case of our Enlistment work. Many 
brethren in various States are unaware how 
much aid the Home Board is giving through 
cooperative service with the State Boards 
within their bounds. As a great conserving 
and unifying force nothing has been so pow­
erful among Southern Baptists as this co­
operative work. We are elsewhere making 
an exhibit to set forth the results as fairly 
as possible in so brief space.

Cuba and Panama.
THE WORK is being substantially done 
in Cuba and the finishing of the Canal has 
facilitated the bringing about of more per­
manent conditions in our work in the Canal 
Zone. Between the Pacific terminus of the 
Canal and the heart of the City of Panama 
the Board Is erecting an admirable house 
of worship which promises to be the center

of a strong and wholesome missionary in­
fluence. In other places the work has taken 
on more of permanency, as is shown In 
Superintendent J. L. Wise’s report else­
where.

Though he has been distressed on account - 
of illness of his two children, which made 
it necessary to bring them to the mother’s 
home, Greenville, South Carolina, Superin­
tendent M. N. McCall and his valiant group 
of native missionaries and American helpers 
have dode a great work this year in Cuba. 
The growth has not been spectacular, but 
the solidity and strength with which, our 
Superintendent and his co-laborers have 
through the years gone about laying 
foundations is giving the work among 
people in Cuba an Influence which is whol 
some and blessed in the extreme.

Finances.
WE REPORT a deficit amounting to $72,- 
308. In explanation we call attention to the 
unsettled condition of affairs which has ob­
tained In the South since the opening of the 
European War. No financial benefit has yet 
accrued to this section from that cateclismic 
conflict Our banks are full of money, but 
it is not circulating freely among the peo­
ple.

Our receipts from the States, Including 
Evangelism, total $370,590, while the total 
last year was $387,508.

The gifts in some States have made an 
increase. In Texas at the crucial time 
heavy rains descended and did much to cut 
off the receipts. If Texas had not had this 
misfortune, it is doubtful whether we would 
be at all behind our receipts for last year. 
Many intra-State claims have been pressed 
during the year in nearly all the States. 
Not all of these have been on the large 
scale of the $250,000 educational fund 

• which has been raised in Texas, but all of 
them have meant an increased pressure on 
the local needs. At the same time there 
has been an enlarged demand In the field 
of the Inter-State activities of the Home 
and Foreign Boards, though the demand 
has not yet received an accentuation pro­
portionate to that of the extra Intra-State 
activities. •

The outlook is good. There is no ground 
for Impatience, but much for hope, cheep
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and gratitude. The Lord has graciously 
blessed us and blessed the work of our 
hands. Whenever apportionments are made, 
a  given percentage Is assigned to various 
objects. Manifestly It Is desirable that a 
percentage of time and attention be given 
to the various objects fostered In each 
State, which shall be In proportion to the 
amount to be raised for each of the various 
objects. A just distribution of emphasis 
is necessary to the autonomy of the Con­
vention and is in the interest of ail our 
benevolences.

We feel we must reiterate our plea for 
larger attention among our leaders and 
churches to early, systematic and propor­
tionate giving. Our cause would be mate­
rially helped If one-twelfth of the appor­
tionment was sent monthly, as our breth­
ren In Kentucky have done during the last 
twelve months.

Pressing On Toward the Mark.
IN THE SOUTH Baptists have their great­
est opportunity to show what Baptist prin­
ciples are worth to the world. Southern 
Baptists have an opportunity to do a work 
for the Balvatlon of this nation which is 
possessed by -no other religious body.: To­
gether with the Negro Baptists, who . look 
to us to hold up ideals for them, we are 
members of a Christian body which makes 
up forty per cent of the entire evangelical 
membership In this great section, where 
Anglo-Saxon blood and American aspira­
tions have their fullest expression and op­
portunity.

With many and great difficulties to over­
come, our denomination has yet made large 
and gratifying progress In the things which 
make for the Kingdom and its coming. Our 
recota as a force for purifying the springs 
of life and for furthering good citizenship 
and elevating the hopes and Ideals of ■ the 
people, is one on which fair-minded men 
can not look without sincere admiratlo' . 
Prom leading long ago in winning religious 
liberty for the nation to the service regu

larly rendered to-day by thousands of our 
modest churches In teaching men the pria 
ciples of liberty, democracy, co-openuloi 
and service, it has been and Is our Baptist 
privilege to be influentially ideutilled with 
tae highest and best aspirations of the Re­
public. No other Christian body has done 
more to serve and conserve those aspira­
tions. _____IIn soul winning God has honored us very 
much. Scarcely another Christian body, 
out of many which labor for His Kingdom 
In America, is In the same class with us 
at this point Taking note of God's bless­
ings, we press forward, for we count not 
ourselves to have attained. Our marvel­
ous soul-winning successes have created for 
us an immense educational problem 
Though we are a democracy and therefore 
take hold of new Ideas more slowly, we are 
confident that Baptists will rise to meet In 
a worthy and vigorous way the many diffi­
cult needs of our times.

The Home Mission Board rejoices that it 
is permitted to serve a Christian body of 
such great principles and potencies as 
Southern Baptists possess. There is no 
ground for discouragement, but every 
ground for hope and faith and courage. 
Confident of the deep hold which the Home 
Mission appeal has upon the consciences 
of our people, the Home Board with con­
fidence considers the great opportunities for 
service which await, and girds itself for 
such great tasks. For our Father has com­
mitted to us a great and glorious task, the 
making real in this great Republic a Chris­
tian Civilization.

In His providence the world-task beyond 
also awaits the demonstration of His sav­
ing power in our own national life, for the 
one thing most needful to make the gospel 
of our Lord go conquering throughout the 
world is the proof that it can save Am­
erica—the souls and lives of American peo­
ple and the spirit and purpose of American 
institutions.



AT ASHEVILLE the Convention voted to combine the two magazines of our 
Mission Boards os early as practicable, and it put the combination In the bands 
of the Sunday School Board at Nashville.

letter from Dr. Van Ness, Editorial Secretary of the Sunday School
Board, declares that the changes which must be effected before the combination 
can be consummated will take at least till September. That means that we can­
not hope to see the new publication before October. i

It also means that a t least three numbers of The Foreign Mission Journal 
and The Home Field will appear before the ceremony of marriage is performed. 
For some reasons we could desire the change might be made at once. It will be 
difficult to get club getters to take as much interest and do as much work as they 
would if the matter was settled. This will tend to decrease the subscription list 
of each magazine, and it Is unfortunate.

Wo now appeal to all friends of the cause and all workers for The Home 
Field to keep up the good work of sending in subscribers. Let It be distinctly 
understood that ail subscriptions sent to The Home Field will be taken care of 
by the combined magazine. Personally we have doubted the wisdom of combina­
tion, but we favor making the greatest possible success of any work the Conven­
tion orders, and we are anxious to turn over to the Sunday School Board a large 
and growing list of subscribers. Many other large tasks beckon. However, we are 
determined to do our best to make the few remaining members of this monthly 
well up to its best record and traditions, for whatever is worth doing is worth 
doing well. ,

Let everybody who believes The Home Field has done a good work In the 
days of Its spinsterhood, send along a wedding present now in the shape of a 
large club of subscribers. Speed the departing guest. Cheer the heart of the 
blushing bride—or groom, which? Though we seek the brave effects of humor, 
we are serious. We earnestly solicit the aid of all kindly friends who have 
cheered us In former times. Send us many and large lists of subscripers—oui 
bridal present!

“ THE HOME FIELD” SAYS GOODBYE.
IT WAS LONG YEARS AGO, in 1888, when a distinguished gentleman took me, 
a  blushing debutante, and led me out before Southern Baptists and presented me. 
He spoke fair words of salutation to and for me and I was all aquiver with bright 
dreams and expectancy.

Now in the fulness of time I come to Bay goodbye to everybody, for by the 
royal decree of the many-voiced Convention I am soon to depart into a state of 
matrimony, depart to a new home and under a mew guise live a new life. I am



*nly a magazine and cannot feel and say all the things that people aay when they 
marry and go away. Moreover, 1 have admonished my editor, who is not alwa>> 
as wary as proper official decorum and dignity would suggest, to bo careful how 
he holds forth on my former matrimonial experiences, for it Is a rather delicate 
subject 1 have been married twice before, both times to the Journalistic child 
of-the Foreign Mission Board.My editor thinks he has some fine arguments about how It is safer not to marry 
so often, when you have tried It several times already and could not somehow 
seem to get along very well. In fac t my editor thinks he knows quite a lot 
about the danger of such marriages and he went so far as to carry In his pocket 
to the Convention a written argument against the mooted marriage—an argu­
ment which, like others from him and some others on this matter, did not see the
ligh t • i \My editor confesses that he is sometimes prone to be impulsive, and I Judge 
he is righ t He says, however, that be has too milch judgment to try to exploit 
his own personal conclusions in my pages, which may be contrary to the action 
of the Bapjlst Convention, and ;1 hope for hU own sake that this may bo true, 
and also far my sake. For, if 1 am again to enter into the bonds of magazine 

• wedlock, I wish to go with a bright smile and with eclat, and I would ho mortl 
. fled immeasurably if the occasion was marred by any words other than those 

of joy and congratulation.
The reader will bear with me, while I quietly ponder and perchance shed a 

tear over the days of this life of mine, before I go forth into this determined 
marriage reincarnation. I agree aforetime to handle my handkerchief with de­
corum and delicacy, and also to place bounds upon my emotions. For I am a 
little fearful lest this editor-man. who for some seven years and more now has 
had the rights and responsibilities of fizlng my pages, shall go and say something 
which would prejudice both me and himself in the eyes of the Baptist fraternity^ 
who will scrutinize closely this valedictory just to see if he and I know how to 
quit gracefully.

Years there were of childhood, years when my pages were but four and my 
price a dime a year. Distinguished secretaries held me up before great Con­
ventions and asked for dimes and subscribers. Many of both came to me, and 
1 went forth monthly into homes throughout the South, carrying an intensified, 
specialized appeal for Home Missions.

My editor says that that intensified, concentrated appeal made me valuable, 
even though so modest and small. In fact, though I hesitate to tell It on him, 
this editor lays great weight on the value of this specialized appeal which the 
spinster magazine can set forth better than any combined magazine.

That is, that is what the editor says, but in the face of a great big Conven­
tion vote to tell me to marry, 1 am not saying I attach any Importance to what 
this man says—though I suppose he has done very well as first aid to the dis­
tressed in the days of my spinsterhood. ►

I want it distinctly understood that I look forward, with Joy unfeigned to the 
nuptial day, if I do sacrifice name, tradition and home. But a mellow sadness 
takes hold of me. I remember Tichenor, Kerfoot, McConnell, and the veteran 
J. William Jones. There were giants in those days. Small though I was, these 
men of parts celebrated me. Words of theirs worthy to be treasured in litera­
ture, gave to my pages charm and piquancy.

Always In the former times I made music on an Instrument of only one string. 
But henceforth I am to participate in a duet. 1 contend that my solos were fine,— 
the players were skillful and the theme was ever inspiring to men and women 
In wiose hearts dwelt patriotism and the love of ChriBt

Came a day when my charge for twelve monthly renditions was twenly-flve

_________________________ THE HOME FIELD_________________________
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cento. More of dignity then, and more Imposing dress, more pages. In all 
the days since I have retained the dignity of a twenty-five cent price! Many 
Baptists never heard my name, and many more never saw me. Some great and 
scholarly preachers thought mo a very puny miss to essay to entertain and in­
struct them. So I was, but I wish so much they had also seen how good I was
to help and Interest nearly all of their people, if they would only give me a
chance and a bit of help!

I am very happy on this pre-nuptial occasion, but 1 am going to taka a crack
at those preachers anyhow. They have said, when I married and took on a
more imposing dignity, they would actually do something to introduce the more 
presentable pair Into the homes of the Baptist people. The experience of every 
Baptist paper in the South Is to the contrary, so their editors say; and my 
own editor has been heard to observe that a combination of two modest mission 
magazines will hardly change the whole habit am] attitude of preachers and . 
others among Baptists toward their publications. But, confidentially, though I 
would not hurt his feelings, I expect the editor is a bit sore. You know how 
it Is likely to be in such a situation; anybody can see i t

Farewell to spinsterhood, farewell to my tune on one string. Two strings make 
better music. Anybody ought to know th a t That Is, they will if the performer 
does not get them so tangled that the pure notes of each are lost and a confused 
jangle ensues instead. B ut'if he does not do it right the great big Convention 
will “get*1 him, and that mighty quick, for when my Convention speaks, things 
happen.

Hail combination! Hail thou, O Efficiency! In thy name speak many in this 
halycon day. Bight or wrong, to thee most of us are looking for great and many 
cures. May God show us whether our confidence is wisely placed!

God of our fathers, give wisdom to this large body of thy people. Thou, 0 
Lord, hast led them in a way of thine own choosing. We look back on the past, 
and we see how thy band didst guide us upward and onward.

Lord, thou knowest the many things which press so severely upon thy people 
In this strange New Day. As for us. we do not understand them all. Our wis­
dom is weak and our eyrs are dim and our feet falter. God of grace, guide us 
now; lead us on. We love thee and we love democracy and we do desire to - 
serve thee and to lead, all our people to serve thee. Lead us, we pray, that we 
may all be loyal to thee, loyal to the truth of thy Word, loyal and loving-to our 
brethren.

Help this people. In these days when so many things seem to be shaken and 
uncertain, to see eye to eye and face to face, help them to love one another. 
Forbid, O God, that they should do that which is contrary to the freedom of the 
gospel of Christ, and reveal unto them the truth and the path of wisdom con­
cerning those problems which now perplex them. Cause thy face to shine upon 
them and make them great, we pray—great In soul, great In spirit, great in love, 
great In service, great in wisdom. For our need is very great, but thy strength 
and wisdom are exceedingly abundant

As for me, .1 am just a little magazine, and my going Into wedlock will not 
make even a ripple on the consciousness of the big world all about My only 
bigness Is In the colossal significance of the. things my pages urge and teach, 
and that part of me Is to be preserved In my transmigration. If that is pre­
served, forcefully and clearly, all the rest will not matter very much.

I say goodbye. I shall privately try to dispose of the rather sensitive feelings 
of my editor, whom I suspect to be at heart somewhat jealous of my forthcoming 
nuptials, though I would not say that of him, except in confidence.

I do believe the man does love me some, but yet It will not really hurt him so 
much. All the time he edited me, he really only spent about one-fifth of his



time In my company and service. The rest was given to other activities, to 
which therefore four-fifths of his attachment is doubtless given, though I hope 
he would not own it to me.

I Invite everyone of my readers to come to visit me in my new home and stay 
long. Better, 1 promise to come to see everyone of them and stay as long as 
they will allow. And I want them to help me meet everybody else. For. behold, 
I and my spouse are henceforth one. Doubling our Joys, sharing our sorrows, 
multiplying our dignity for the edification of those new friends whom our spinster- 
hood simplicity and modesty did not impress, we will hold on to former friends and 
win many new ones. We will serve Foreign Missions and we will servo Home 
Missions—serve both well. And we will show the wayfaring man that he was 
wrong if he imagined the two great activities did not have for each other great 
brotherly love.

So may It be. Goodbye! Goodbye! (But I will have two or three months of 
singleness y et) '  . i- .1 * I J u t

A MUCH NEEDED HISTORICAL WORK.
IN THE AUTHOR’S FOREWORD in "Baptist Missions in the South" attention 
was called that there was in existence no history of Southern Baptists and an 
earnest plea was made that a comprehensive history should be written. We were 
therefore peculiarly gratified that the Southern Baptist Convention at Asheville 
requested the Sunday School Board to have prepared and publish such a work.

Among not a few of our brethren there has grown up an Idea that there was no 
considerable demand for such a history. Some pointed to the small sales of one or 
another historical books of Baptists in various States in confirmation. Wo admit 
there was some ground for an unfavorable prognosis: but there are other con­
siderations which seem to us to make a work not only exceedingly desirable 
but also timely.

To begin with, if Baptist biographies and State and Associations! histories have 
fared badly in sales It does not follow that a well-written history of the life and 
progress of the whole Southern Baptist body would Bhare a similar fate. -Some 
capital State Baptist histories have been written and some most useful histories 
or Influential and old District Associations. On the other hand, not a little work 
has been done which was little more than a Juiceless compilation of dates and 
formal pronouncements. As a matter of fact, much important work remains to be 

.done in the publication of histories of these State and other sub-divisions of our 
denominational life. Some of our greatest and oldest State bodies have no his­
tory today. This is true of South Carolina Baptists. It is also true of Virginia 
Baptists. Semple’s History of Virginia Baptists is invaluable, -but it leaves the 
last hundred years unchronicled. Cook has done valuable historical work for 
South Carolina Baptists, but his work only covers the Baptist educational field.

It has come to pass that our Baptist failure to give the story of the achieve­
ments of our forbears In the life of the Republic has encouraged others to come 
In and claim what belongs to us, and led to our not being understood.

e think we may, without Impropriety, express here the earnest hope and 
enter a plea that the proposed work shall be a history of Southern Bap­
tists or of Baptists in the South rather than of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Much of the most fruitful and instructive material in the work will have to do 
with the period before the Convention was organized, and.this would seem to be 
reason enough for the contention here made.

But there is another reason which seems to us conclusive. After all the work 
will mainly be useful as our people are brought to read i t  Now institutions may 

e great and blessed, but they are not one-tenth as Interesting as men and women

__________________________ THE HOME FIELD,________________________
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a re  The history should first and last and all the way set Itself to the task of 
giving the life and principles of our Baptist people. It should tell how that life 
developed, how and against what forces without and within their principles had 
to make their way.

This will make a great and thrilling human document. In such a work the 
Convention will find its proper place as the final clearing house of principles, pur­
poses, hopes, aspirations and Ideals. Great as it is, these things make all its 
greatness. Without them it is a mere skeleton, and much as we believe in skele­
tons. we prefer to look at and have to do with living men and women.

We are Bure the Sunday School Board will select an able and versatile writer 
for this work. In our judgment it will be chiefly embarrasseu in choosing between 
a number of brethren who are well able to prepare the great work which is 
needed.

It is a  most timely undertaking. And It will have many readers—provided the 
writer deals with principles and people and movements. The story can and 
should be made thrilling and inspiring throughout, and we have no doubt it will be.
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“CAN TWO WALK TOGETHER, EXCEPT THEY BE
AGREED?”

WHEN DR. J. S. DILL, of Gaffney, South Carolina, called by our offices in At­
lanta recently he was in a reminiscent mood.

After swapping opinions about what was accomplished at the Convention, Dr. 
Dill told the following story of a happening in the Evangelical Ministers’ Con­
ference, in Montgomery, Alabama, when Dr. I. T. Tlchenor was the Baptist 
pastor there. One of the ministers of. another denomination in the Conference 
said to Dr. Tlchenor: "Yes, I think all of our denominations could get together, 
if It was not for you Baptists.”

Quick as a flash Dr. Tlchenor replied: “I make you a fair proposition. It is 
that we shall all eliminate all points on w hich we are not agreed and that we adopt 
as our platform of union all that we are agreed upon.”

"All right,” responded the minister. "I sCe no objection to th a t”
"Then," said Tlchenor, "we are all agreed on immersion as a mode of bap­

tism." . 1
"Y-e-s-s,” responded the Presbyterian minister, not so promptly. 
"Presbyterians and others accept Immersion,” declared Dr. Tichenor. "We are 

not agreed on sprinkling and pouring. Therefore we will throw out sprinkling 
and pouring and then all of you will be in position to come to the Lord's Supper 
with the Baptists and we will all be together."

Thus closed the chapter. Needless to say, the conference was not continued 
on this subject. A minister of another denomination in the Conference bad 
preached in Dr. Hawthorne's church. Moving about on the platform, he had 
been conscious that he was standing over the baptistry. He spoke to Dr. Haw­
thorne about this when they were together, and said: “Hawthorne, I was in fear 
that I would fall into that baptistry and become an involuntary Baptist”

“You ought not to object to that,” responded Dr. Hawthorne, "for it comports 
exactly with your theory of involuntary baptism of babies.''

Two can walk together as far as they are agreed; so can a million. But they 
cannot walk together any farther than they are agreed. There is being put forth 
the most stupendous effort that was ever known in the world to make it seem 
absolutely ungodly, narrow, bitter and spiteful that all of the people of God do



not walk together all the way In their formal Christian relations, as well as in the 
heart.

This abnormal, worked-up, press-agented Insistence on Union leads some noble 
men indignantly to express tnelr objections. Whereupon gentle and peaceable 
men of our own number, who themselves do not believe in a forced Union, chide 
what they consider a degree of narrowness on the part of their brethren who 
show indignation at the insistent pushing of artificial Church Union, so called.

As much as we covet the gift of temperance and moderation In all things, we 
cannot but believe that a holy indignation i9 befitting on tho part of the seriouB- 
minded people of God. when they contemplate the deceit and unfairness with 
which determined and astute men are seeking to compel a form of Christian 
Union by constraint in this country. To us it seemi an unrighteous and unholy 
thing.

Many of our brethren are unaware how insistent and how far-reaching, well- 
planned, and ably-conducted this whole scheme is: It has plenty of money and it 
has the thought and active leadership of men of astute minds and determination. 
They are men who are able to make the weak thing look strong, and almost to 

-make black look white. They are succeeding in doing so with many thoughtless 
people.

We rejoice that two can walk together. ' We rejoice that there Is unity of spirit 
in the hearts of God’s people. It is infinitely more desirable than Church Union 
by constraint and astuteness at the top. U 't us assiduously seek to enlarge the 
content of this unity at the bottom, unity through individual oneness with Christ. 
With this a reality, we shall be very- little in need of corporate union; while 
corporate union without this would be a mockery', a device of Satan, a means 
of undoing the liberty which is of Christ and putting his disciples into confusion 
and a deadly snare.

______ ________ THE HOME FIELD ___________________

PARAGRAPHS.
Reminiscent
IN 1845, WHEN THE CONVENTION was organized in Augusta, some of the 
fathers reached that city by way of boat to Charleston, and thence up the old 
South Carolina Railroad, which was one of the oldest if not the oldest In the 
country. Others came on horseback and the stage-coach. One brother came all 
the way from Northern Arkansas in this way. When we met in Asheville, some 
weeks ago, quite a number of the delegates again came through the country ti> 
the great conclave. They came in automobiles. Several of these parties came 
from more than 250 miles. Among those who went to Asheville out of Atlanta 
In this way were, Dri. F. C. McConnell, B. J. W. Graham and Weston Bruner. 
On the road we met Drs. George W. Gardner and E. J. Smith, and other South Caro­
linians. With Dr. and Mrs. Bruner the editor journeyed in a most pleasant and re- 

' freshing cross-country movement, which took us in South Carolina by the old place 
In the country where we first saw the light of life. The trip gave us a first-hand 
Impression to the effect that the automobile means a better understanding bqjween 
country people and town people.
Free Tracts, Etc. for Associations.
OUR PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT is preparing to send out tracts and other 
helpful material to our Assoclatlonal Representatives, looking to the forthcoming 
period when nearly all of the Associations meet. Some of the Associations, how­
ever, are meeting at once. We Bhall be delighted to honor all requests for litera­
ture or other information which our Representatives or pastors or others may
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make upon u h  in this direction. We con serve more intelligently when we know 
what our brethren want and need In the Associations.
Miss Alice Rymer.
AT THE WOMAN'S Missionary Meeting at Asheville, Miss Alice Rymer, who is 
a product of the Mountain Mission Schools, presented a pageant of the Mountain 
School work which greatly delighted our Baptlsf women. Superintendent A. E. 
Hrown has been besieged with requests that the pageant be published. Dr. 
Drown is putting the manuscript Into our hands and the publication will be ready 
for distribution in the next few weeks. The name of the pageant is “Work While 
You Work." We predict for it great popularity and usefulness.
The Father of Water*.
WE HAVE RECEIVED under the Congressional frank an extract from the Con­
gressional Record, which is a speech of Congressman James A. Frear, of Wiscon­
sin, directed against a bill to control the flood situation in the Mississippi River. 
Since the subject is up, we have wondered for years why the Government has not 
taken hold of this matter in a large and worthy way. Hundreds of millions of 
national wealth await the proper control of the Mississippi and the drainage of 
tho contiguous territory. For the expenditure required, such work wrould serve 
far more people and territory and bring larger economic returns than the Gov­
ernment’s best efforts at moistening the desert by impounded waters—useful as 
that may be. Go to, Congressman Frear of Wisconsin! Do not further waste 
Government paper and franking privileges by addressing Southern publications 
on this subject. We know better.
Prophecy. •
WE CALL ATTENTION HERE, as is done elsewhere, that the Home Board debt 
of 172.000 is practically all Included in our apportionment for the opening fiscal 
year. Hard as it Is to limit the operations of the Board where the needs and 
demands are so great, we cannot but think it Is the way the debt ought to be 
taken care of. Our diagnosis for the cause of much of the restlessness which has 
been observed among our people for some years, is that we have pressed toe 
much for money, in proportion to the less pressure and service we render to en­
large the Ideals and outlook of ohr people in the churches. Much as we need more 
money for tho work of the Kingdom, we need still more larger spirituality, larger 
training, larger comprehension and an enlarged spirit of service. We need these 
not merely for a few leaders and large churches but for all our people in all the 
churches, especially in the country and small towns. Some good day we are 
going to come to see that this is the truth and act upon It in a large and worthy 
way. At present most of us seem to read words of this kind and then to pass 
them by and hunt for something more striking and stirring—and easier.
Concerning an Honored Committee.
THE HOME MISSION BOARD had its Annual Meeting on May 31 and June L 
It was a great and successful gathering of men who are busy with large affairs 
of the Kingdom, who came from the various States in the Convention and, along 
with the local Board members, projected the work for the ensuing year. The 
editor is tempted to smile over the fact that The Home Field has no story of 
the meeting, but he durst n o t A committee of three highly honored brethren 
was appointed to prepare the report of the meeting for our various publications, 
and what can a mere publicity man be expected to do to produce celerity of 
performance with such busy men, his ofllcial directors to boot? Nothing at all. 
He can only respectfully plead and hope. These honored brethren could, if 
they were not such gracious and forbearing men, put a speedy end to the airy 
Utterances of a publicity man of the Board who dared to smile over their
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reportorial speed. They will spare us, this time, however, for the Joke is 
certainly not on us. Meantime, our people may depend upon a report soon in 
the denominational press.
Shall the Denominational Principle be Safeguarded?
THE CONVENTION instructed the Foreign Mission Board to discontinue the 
Missionary News Bureau at Nashville. This was done in the Interest of economy 
and not, we are sure, for any lack of appreciation of the value of the service 
which put Foreign Mission information In 600 local papers, whose combined 
circulation Is 2,000.000. The Bureau was maintained Jointly by Southern Metho­
dists, Presbyterians and Baptists. These bodies straitly safeguarded the principle 
of denominationalism in the material which was published. This has been a 
great gain In this day when unionism Is taking hold of every medium of publicity 
It can by any means command. It is now said that the Interdenominational 
Laymen’s Missionary Movement at New York Is considering taking over this 
Southern mission news agency. If this Is done, the county papers of the South 
will be bombarded with preachments and implications to the effect that unionism 
Is good and the denominations bad and narrow and inefficient Our Interest in 
the situation comes from a conviction that it will be a great misfortune to allow 
this large stream of missionary publicity to be polluted with the over-wrought 
dogmas of Union by constraint and detraction.
Patriotism!
THE REPUBLICANS have nominated Mr. Hughes, a Baptist, and the Democrats. 
Mr. Wilson, a Presbyterian, who will try out before American people the question 
of which shall be President for the next four years. We should like to have 
a Baptist President, but we call on our Presbyterian friends to note that probably 
more than nine-tenths of the Baptists In the South will vote for the Presbyterian 
and not the Baptist. After which If we ever again hear a Presbyterian holding 
forth on Baptist clannishness and narrowness, we propose to have It out on 
our honored and esteemed friend, Dr. Hompr McMillan. Secretary of the Southern 
Presbyterian Home Mission Board. McMillan has the democratic good nature 
of a Baptist, and we can make him take what we shall have to say. Meantime, 
let everybody rejoice that the campaign Is evidently to be pitched on the high 
plane of Americanism, patriotism! It should mean much for our national and 
religious weal. At this writing the Democrats are in the lead in their outspoken 
declarations for Americanism. We hope the Republicans will catch up. It would 
be a colossal misfortune at this Juncture for the slogan of Americanism not to 
win. America’s power to bless the world is at stake, as well as her power to 
bless her own citizens.
"How Do the Books Balance?”
THE FOLLOWING from The Mission Field, the monthly magazine of the Re­
formed Church applies equally to Southern Baptists: “With many people the 
point of acutest Interest in the Annual Report of the Mission Boards is financial. 
How do your books balance?' Is the question oftenest asked. There Is an obvious 
reason for this. Money constitutes the sinews of war in the Christian conquest 
of the world as in the military conquest. A debt means a halt. If not a retreat; 
while a  surplus opens the way for advance. ‘Moreover, the amount of money 
given by the Church is an index of the interest which the Church takes in the 
spiritual welfare of those for whom her missionaries are working, and it is that 
interest, expressing itself in prayer as well as gifts, which gives efficacy to the 
labor of tb^’ missionaries. But after all, the real success of the year Is not 
determined by the Treasurer's balances, but by the amount of work accomplished 
on the field, by the number won to the acceptance of our agencies of healing, and



by the extent that these and other agencies have penetrated the peoples for whom 
wo are working with the Spirit of Jesus Christ. To discover these indices of 
the year's success requires a patient and sympathetic reading of the detailed 
reports from the field.” If the reader wants the strong meat of the detailed 
Report of our Home Mission Board, we will gladly furnish it on request

Carroll and the Dog. '  - - - - - - -
THE HANDSOME LAD whose picture graces the cover this month is Carroll 
Smith, Jr., a grandson of Dr. W. D. Powell, the honored State Mission Secretary 
in Kentucky. His father is a well-known young pastor In Texas, Rev. Carroll 
Smith, at Temple. The picture will appeal to.our readers. Every suggestion of 
the picture, from smile to the dog, is that of a virile, healthy boy. We extend both 
to Carroll and his parents our hearty well wishes and congratulations.
Dr. Hobart Raises a Large Question.
DR. ALVIN S. HOBART, In a brief article in Watchman-Examiner, calls atten­
tion to many important things which in the nature of the case had to be hurried 
through the recent Northern Baptist Convention without due consideration and 
deliberation, if put through at all, and adds: "No vote of the constituency can 
be worth the paper It will take to record it unless the matter has been thought 
out through the denominational press before the meetings. We are all too busy 
at the meetings even to read the printed matter handed to us when we register." 
Dr. Hobart has opened a question which has far-reaching potentialities. We re­
joice that the Southern Convention instructed its Commission, which will report 
a year from now, to publish its findings in the denominational papers several 
months before the next Convention. Of all religious groups on earth who ought 
to believe in and not fear newspaper discussion concerning Kingdom matters, 
Baptists stand first. Wherever we have acted on different lines from this, 
trouble has regularly followed. The limited ability of the Convention really to 
deliberate about so many significant matters as must come before it suggests the 
advisability of adopting pre-Convention publication and discussion of all propo­
sitions which contemplate the shaping of policies, programs and principles for 
Southern Baptists.
Get New Subscribers Now.
THE DISTRICT ASSOCIATION season Is opening, the best in the year in which 
to get subscribers to The Home Field. Particularly do we beg that good work be 
done by aur Associations] Representatives, pastors and others on this behalf at 
Associations. Apparently the demand for a combined magazine was very large 
and hearty. May we suggest that it is Just therefore peculiarly Incumbent on 
brethren who desired the cbang:e to work to make it a success. The success 
will not “just happen." Religious publicity successes never have Just happened 
and never will do so. We beg all friends of The Home Field to put forth extra 
effort for subscribers now, and earnestly hope there may be many others who. 
looking to the value of the large magazine to-be, will give it a fair start at 
housekeeping by sending many presents aforetime to the bride and groom to-be. 
Let it be distinctly understood that the combined magazine will safeguard all 
subscriptions to either or both of the magazines, marking up subscribers in 
a way equitable to each one, or more than equitable—that is what Bapt^Bt 
publicity arrangements usually provide—more than equitable! Send on the sub­
scribers. all friends of The Home Field and especially all who have specially- 
desired the combination. Let us give the new magazine a rousing house-warming 
by a groat subscription list. Samples and subscription blanks free on application.

!
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HOME FIELD HONOR ROLLr-April.l5th-May 15th, 1916.

Dr. W. D. Powell. Louisville, K y ..,........99
Dr. Ray Palmer, Warrensburg, Mo...........  82
Dr. W. M. Anderson, Birmingham. Ala... €6
Rev. L. C. Wolfe, Muskogee, Okla...........  53
Rev. J. A. Scott, Stillwater, Okla............. 50
M. L. Blankenship, Carthage, T ex as .... 48
Rev. P. D. King, Clayton, N. C..................45
M. J. Babbitt, Abingdon, 111.*................. .* 36
T. J. York, Jasper, Fla.... . . .................... 26
Rev. J. E. McManaway, Greenville, S. C. 25
Rev. T. O. Reese, Birmingham, Ala.........25
Miss Sue O. Howell, Oklahoma City, Okla. 24
Rev. J. W. Hickerson, Louisville, Ky__ 24
Dewitt Sankey, Tuttle, Okla....................19
Miss Aretta Beswick, Kansas City, Mo... 18 
Rev. E. B. Atwood, Albuquerque, N. M... 17
J. M. Tolar, Brunson, S. C ..]...................  17
E. J. Davis, Haskell, T exas.]...................  15
Mrs. M. C. Givins, Laurel Hill, Fla.........  15
Mrs. A. A. Gandy, Darlington; S. C............ 15
D. W. Heckle, Blackville, S. C...............  14
Mrs. H. J. Council. Oxford. X. C............... 14
Dr. W. L. Poteat, Wake Forest, N. C__  13
Mrs. Robt. Bunting, Madison, F la ...___13
Dr. W. F. Fisher, Lynchburg] Va.............  13
Rev. J. I. Kendrick, Wake Forest, N. C ... 12
Religious Herald Co„ Richmond, Va____11
Mrs. C. O. BuVriss, Anderson, S. C...........  11
Rev. J. E. McManaway, Greenville, S. C. 11
B. F. Rodman, DuQuoin, III.;...................  11
Mrs. Jno. C. McDonald, Hillsboro. Texas 10 
Mrs. J. W. Wickliffe, West bnion. S. C. 10
Mrs. M. D. Watkins. Natchei, Miss.........  10
Mrs. W. B. Murray, Morganton. N. C.......  10
Miss Hattie Parrish, Johnston. S. C.........  10
Mrs. J. A. Brown, Greenville* S. C...........  10
Mrs. W. H. Quinn, Rayville, La............... 10
Mrs. Mena McLaughlin. Lynchburg, Va. 10

HOME BOARD PUBLICATIONS.
-B A P T I S T  M IS S IO N S  IN  T H E  SOU TH.* 2L 
p a ge  M ission  S tu d y  B o o k . H is to r ica l In m ethod 
A  m ost p op u la r  b o o k . C lo th . 50 cen ts , paper 
35 cen ts . F iv e  ce n ts  e x tra  in  ea ch  case  fur 
postage .

H O M E  M ISS IO N  C H A R T S . F iv e  large wa! 
ch arts , tw o  co lo rs . V e r y  In stru ctive . 50 cents
"H O M E  M ISS IO N S IN  P IC T U R E S ."  Horn. 
M ission  A lbu m , b e a u tifu lly  p rin ted  In tw o  c o l ­
ors. 25 cen ts .

PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT 
BAPTIST HOME MISSION 80AP.D, 

Atlanta, Georgia.

r oc o d o eCOLEMAN’S WORLD FAMED SONO BOOKS
Published la 19 IS ,EH

The B«k *19 a lim p
Fricsr MANILLA

$1250 per hundred, carriage extra 
2 GO per-dozen * I ** ’ *
Single copy 2D ctx. postpaid.

Prien: Qatfc BmH.
120.00 per hundred, carriage extra 

3 00 per dozen **
Elude copy 30 cts. postpaid.

W ORLD EVANGEL •• NEW EVANGEL
(Published In 1913) • •  (Published In 1911)

About 1.250.000 o f these two books now lo circulation and heavy sales continue.Prioc Lisp Oodu frim; 0*5 BaarL
H5.00 per hundred, carriage extra $25.00 per hundred, carriage extra

-50  per dozen . I " 3.G0 per dozen * \"
Single copy 25 cU. postpaid. _______ Single copy 35 cts. postpaid.

A ll  Boohs in round or shaped  notes. R ound n otes  ssn t unlsss o th erw ise sp ecified .
H  SEND ORDERS TO 2
J |' BAPTIST BOOK CONCERN, 6S0 South Fourth Avonoo, LOUISVILLE. KY.U s a o i r 1 - i B L „  - m o n o n  i—  m  ■--------
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immimiummummummiimuimimui!

R O U N D  T R I P  F A R E S
ATLANTA TO

N E W  Y O R K
£  O f j  I  f t  G O O D  30 D A Y S , A ll rail,
*  * *  * • *  Going and Returning same route.
£  o  q  G O O D  6 0  D A Y S , Going by
*  1 D  Rail, Returning by Water.
4  o n  t L f \  G O O D  60  D A Y S , Going via 
^  v  Cincinnati, Returning via

Washington, or vice versa.

S O U T H E R N  R A I L W A Y
R. L. B A YLO R , D. P. A ., Atlanta.

■ Ml

HOME M ISSION CHARTS
T H E  PU B LICITY  D E P A R T M E N T  o f  the H om e Mission Board has ju st Issued an 
entirely new  and m uch enlarged set o f  H om e M ission Charts. Each chart Is 42 Inches 
deep and 28 Inches across. T he w hite paper used Is o f  high-grade and is heavy and 
stron g  enough fo r  the purpose. The charts are printed In red and black. The letters 
are  large enough to be read across a  church auditorium  o f average sise, and the 
leading Idea o f  each chart is also set forth in diagram s.

The charts bear the follow ing nam es:

HOME MISSIONS IN 1915 
A WORLD OPPORTUNITY s
IS AMERICAN CHRISTIAN?
RURAL CHURCH PROBLEM 
SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS

T o  Illustrate the value o f  the charts, w e m ay say that the first one named 
above carries an outline map o f  the South and chow s In red Ink the population, 
num ber o f  w hite B aptists and num ber o f  H om e Board M issionaries in each State.

o f  the charts sets forth  in the briefest, m ost graphic form  som e big idea. A 
set o f  these charts should be possessed by  each  church and er.ch Sunday-school and 
M ission Society. Sent securely packed post-paid  fo r  60 cents the set o f  five. Or will 
be g iven  as a  prem ium  for  a  club o f  fifteen new  subscribers to The Home Field, 
If request Is m ade In the letter enclosing the subscribers. Address

PUBLICITY DEPARTM ENT

BAPTIST HOME MISSION BOARD
A TLA N TA , GEORGIA.



A Select l is t  of Good Books
Below, we offer a list of leading books guile 
suitable for live, wide-awake preachers

BIBLE PROPHECIES AND THE PLAIN  M AN . By Marr Murray.
.{W ith special reference to the present crisis.) 12mo. Net, $1.25

Thin w riter has m ade a  profound study o f prophecy and interprets the utterances of 
the seers o f  ancient time in the light o f  the stirring events o f  today, and particularly 
w ith reference to the Great W ar. The book will be read with intense Interest, especially 
by those students o f  the tim es who see in the critical happenings foregleam s o f  the long 
expected consum m ation when the Lord will com e in glory.

W hat h is  the Bible to say about the present conttlct? A re  w e at the end o f the 
dispensation? A re the British the L ost Ten T ribes? Is the K aiser A n ti-C h rist?  Will 
the Second Com ing Of Christ be premlllennlal or postm lllennlal? T hese and m any other 
questions pertinent to the present com plications in the world are fairly faced  by a 
w riter who knows history and who has a sane conception  o f  how 8crlpture prophecy
and apocalypse should be interpreted.

TH E GOSPELj OF THE SOV­
ER EIG N TY: And Other Ser­
mons. By Rev. J. D. Jones, D.D.

12mo. Net, $1.50
These serm ons Were delivered from  

Sunday to Sunday in the regular course 
o f pastor duty. The evangelical fervor, 
and line spiritual fragrance, as well as a 
knowledge o f  literature and a  deep un­
derstanding o f  the needs o f  the human 
heart, as seen In these serm ons, give 
them unusual valued This is the kind o f 
preaching that tho people are looking 
for, because they stim ulate the life o f 
Christian faith and fidelity.

THE SECRET OF TH E LORO. 
By Rev. UV M. Clow, BJ).

12mo. $1.50
! The Self-K evelatlon  o f Christ.

This book expounds and eutu ivc* the 
sc lf-revea dn g  teach ings o f  Christ winch 
im m ediately preceded and follow ed the 
Transfiguration. It is prefaced  by an 
opening discussion  on the L aw  of the 
Secret. The P lace o f  the Becreil The 
Tim e o f  the Secret, the Secret Itself Is 
the fu lly  aw akened consciousness in 
Christ o f  H is M ission in the world. Then 
follow s a  tracing out o f  the m anner in 
w hich the revelation  w as conveyed  by 
God to Christ and by Christ to  man.

SPIRITUAL CULTURE. By Rev. Frederick A.,N oble, D. D.
I Second Edition. 12mo. N et, $1.25

Books on the spiritual life are apt to be Introspective and lack ing In the sense o f 
proportion. This Is not the case with this book. The author does not believe in a  
spirituality that is sw eetly  passive, but in one that Is sanely robust, and w hich lean be 
practiced In tbe^ place o f  business ju st as well as In an atm osphere o f  devotion . This 

# **“  “* it* healthy optim ism  and earnest m essage will be w elcom edIs a  book for  the times, 
by every one.

EXPOSITORY PREACHING  
PLANS AND METHODS. By 
Rev. F. B. Meyer.'

12 N et, $1.00
W hen scholarship has thrown so much 

light on the Bible. It becom es incum bent 
on the preacher to unfold its blessed 
m essage with the aid o f  these rich d is ­
coveries. N o kind o f preaching Is so 
profitable like that which is treated o f in 
these pages.
NEW  TABERNACLE SERMONS.

THE BOOK OF ANSWERED
PRAYER. By John T. Paris, 
D.D. 12 mo. Net $1.00

These brief chapters expound the effi­
cacy  o f  prayer in the crisis o f  life . They 
contain  the testim onies o f  m en and 
women w ho found prayer to be the open 
sesam e, when oth er doors w ere closed to 
them. T he book will strengthen  *alth 
in prayer, and enable m any to: realize 
the untold possibilities o f  this channel o f 
spiritual helpfulness. .

By Rev. TV Dewitt Talmage, D. D.
12 mo. $1.00

The pulpit utterances o f  this celebrated preacher have had an extensive circulation . 
T hey  w ere read by millions to whom  his m essages brought cheer and happlneis. I lls  
sublime faith In the efficacy o f  the simple Gospel o f  redem ption through C hrist; his 
insistent appeal to the facts o f  experience; his opulence o f  expression  and em otion ; and 
his urgent sum m ons to Christian duty united to give him a conspicuous p lace am ong 
modern pulpit orators. The serm ons In this volum e will certainly be read with pleasure &Qd benefit.

B A P T IST  BOOK CONCERN i
LOUISVILLE, KY.

20 Per Cent Discount for Whole Lot and Postpaid.

Delivered in the Brooklyn Tabernacle.
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