
Septem ber. 1916



5 3 5 - ' '  .v

HEALEY BUILDING A T L A N T A  ,G A .. *
Regular Meeting 3:03 P. M.» the First Thursday of Each Month

*

r

m

OFFICERS AN D  MEMBERS OF TH E BOAR D
JOHN F. PURSER ....................   i .................President
B. D. GRAY........................................... Corresponding Secretary
VICTOR L MASTERS................... .........Editor of Publication*
M. M. WELCH.......................................... .. .. .. ..O ffic e  Assistant-
WESTON BRUNER................... Superintendent of Evangelism
LO&S B. "WARREN.. .Superintendent of Church Extension
S. Y. JAMESON......................   Recording Secretary
P. H. MELL........................................................|...............Treasurer
CHAS. A. DAVIS............................................. i ............. ....Auditor

JOHN M. GREEN. 
E. L. CONNALLY, 
A. D. ADAIR.
L. M. LANDRUM, 
a  a  CALLAWAY.

LOCAL MEMBERS.

C. W . DANIEL. .
A. H. GORDON.
J. E. RALEY.
M. G. CAMPBELL. 
WALKER DUNSON,

STATE MEMBERS.

f . c. McCo n n e l l . 
J. P. NICHOLS.
W . H. MAJOR.
H. A. PORTER.
H. M. WILLET

POWHATAN JAMES. Selma, Ala. 
JOHN E. BRIGGS. Washington. D. C. 
J. E. SAMMONS. Griffin. Ga.
W . E. HUNTER, Somerset. Ky.
H. P. JACKSON. Baltimore. Md.
C. C. PUGH. HaxlehursL Miss.
H. H. BURTON. Altus, Olda.
E. L. ATWOOD. Brownsville, Tenn. 
G. W . ALLISON. Marion. I1L

H. F. VERMILLION. Las Cruces. N. M. 
J. C. MOSS. Lynchburg. Va.
GEO. W . TRUETT. Dallas. Texas.
J. D. HUGGINS. Denmark. & C. 
LIVINGSTON JOHNSON. Rocky Mount.

N. C.
S. E. EWING, SL Louis. Ho.
M. E. DODD, Shreveport. La.
C. W . DUKE. Tampa, Fla. .
E. P. ALDHEDGE. Little Rock. Ark.

Superintendent Mountain Missions and Schools—A. E. BROWN..........Asheville, N. C.
Superintendent Cuban Missions—M. N. McCALL..........................................Havana. Cuba
Superintendent Missions for Mexicans— C. D. DANIEL.............................. El Paso. Texas

STANDING COMMITTEES. '
Administration: Daniel, Porter, Gordon. Dunson, Callaway, Henlng. Ewing, Jack- 

son. Major. Davis.
Co-operative Missions: McConnell. Sammons. Porter, Atwood. Raley, Stalcup. 
Church Extension: Dunson. James. Pugh. Major. Duke, Connally.
Cuba and Panama: Connally, Duke. Dodd. Callaway. Campbell.
Custody and Investment of Funds: Davis, Landrum, Willett. Briggs. Raley. Bur

ton, Gordon.
Evangelism: Gordon, Johnson. Major. Ewing, Daniel. Jameson.

__  j r,,n* n£ « « nd Appropriations: Adair, Briggs. Johnson. Henlng. Green. Connally. 
Nichols, Davis. Willett. Gordon. Daniel. McConnell, Lawrence, Jameson. Harvey. 
Sammons, Huggins. Gregory.

Foreigners, Indians and Negroes: Green, Landrum, Dunson. Hunter, Pugh, Jack-§OIL
Mountain Missions and 8chools: Jameson. Landrum. Campbell, McConnell. Mell. 

Moore, Dodd. Vermillion. Porter.
Publicity: McConnell, Daniel, Dunson. Major, Duke. James. Johnson. Huggins.



CONTENTS FOR SEPTEMBER, 1916.

Page
Frontispiece ......................................... 4
Patrick henry's Defense of, the >• 

Baptists ............................................. 5
Some Results of Enlistment Work.. 7T. J. Moore.
The Home Principle in Missions... 9Joseph E. McAfee.
Our New Cuban Workers.............. ..14B. D. Gray.
An Ideal Country Community.........15Livingston Johnson.
When Democracy Has Left Us 

Behind ..............................................16V. L M.
The Home and Church Develop

ment ................................................. 18Amos Clary.

Page

“ Shall We Continue to Be Meth
odists?" .......................................... 19

George Frederick Wells.
Home Mission Receipts.....................21P. H. MelL
Editorial .............................................22

Smothering the Soul Under the 
Clutter of Progress.

A Great Word from Mr. Mott.
The Literacy Test.
One Flock, Many Folds.
A Great Soul Has Gone.
The Magazine Change.
Paragraphs. ‘

W. M. U. Tabular Statement............30

THE HOME FIELD is the Home Mission Organ of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Published monthly.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE. 35 cents per year in advance; clubs of five or more. -5 
cents each.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS. Requests for change of address *u t®
addresses* and reach this office not later than the 10th of the 
month preceding the date upon which it Is desired to have the 
SSmge made. W e r e  this notification does p  reach us by the 
date Indicated, subscribers may have the:magazine forwarded by 
sending two cents to the postmaster at the old address.

ADVERTISING. Aljjrtttdttjjaj ‘STg,8 ’dSSS
limits, and no advertisements of any person, firm w  corpotattem, 
nor of any business or commodity not known to be responsible 
2nd reputablc/wlll b« accepted for publication. For n l ' i t g t e g
Y A T E S t e r n  Representative. 150 Nassau Street. .New York. 

OJRRKSPONDENOTAND , to THE HOME

P U B L IS H E D  BY THE.

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE- 3 5  CENTS PER YEAR.
1004-5-6-7-5-9-10 Healey  B u ild in g . A t l a n t a . G a .



^  - r.\ //;••• - |-.'.'£•; •••»•: r i f .  "\7-
(1) Historic Spring Hill Church, In Scotland County, North Carolina. (2) Be 

Social Center of a great Community, on Lumbee River, hear Spring Hill Church. 
Building in the Church Yard, which was long used as a Debating Society Hall, i 
many have gone who have rendered public service Qf conspicuous merit. < 
pa^e 15.)



rZ  T H;1 ll

:r ft

VOL. X X V II SEPTEMBER, 1916 NO. 9

P a t r ic k  H e n r y ’s D e fe n se  of the B a p tists
READER8 WHO HAVE penned our new mission study book, “Baptist Missions in the 
South will remember the titanic and long-continued struggle of our Baptist fathers to 
bring religious liberty in Virginia and in the nation. Qod gave to Baptists in those days 
powerful friends in James Madison, George Washington and Patrick Henry. The story of 
Henry's defense of the Baptist preachers, who were on trial at Fredericksburg for the 
high offense of preaching the gospel contrary to the form and icishcs of the Established 
(Episcopal) Church, was published in 1849 in "The Baptist Me mor i a l Xo t  to stir bad 
feelings toward Episcopalians, but to bring the magnet of historical truth to bear upon 
any who in the midst of the present propaganda for Union may not forget at what price 
Baptists purchased the boon of religious liberty for America and for themselves, we repro
duce the story of Patrick Henry's thrilling defence.

GO BACK TO the period just prior to 
the Declaration of Independence. 
Imagine yourself In the old court

house at Fredericksburg,* Spotslyvania 
County, Virginia. The king’s judges were 

on the bench, and the king’s attorney is 
present to aid in dealing justice to all of
fenders. Numerous are the spectators on 
this occasion, for three ministers are to be 
tried for no other offense than "preaching 
the gospel of the Son of God. contrary to 
the statute In that case provided, and con
sequently disturbers of the peace."

Patrick Henry, who bad heard of the im
prisonment of these men, rode sixty miles 
from his home in Hanover county, to -volun
teer his services in their defense. As he 
entered the courtroom the clerk, was read
ing the indictment. He pronounced the 
crime with emphasis, "for preaching the 
gospel of the Son of God." The reading of 
the Indictment finished, the prosecuting at
torney submitted a few words, all he sup
posed necessary to convict the prisoners; 
and all that would have been necessary 
under ordinary circumstances. The judges 
were about to pronounce the ordinary ver
dict of condemnation, when Patrick Henry.

who had entered the bar among the law
yers, arose, stretched out his hand and re
ceived the paper. The first sentence of the 
indictment, which was being read as he 
entered, which had fallen upon his ears, 
was “for preaching the gospel of the Son 
of God."

This was the keynote. He commenc
ed: "May it please your Worships, I 
think I heard read, as I entered this house, 
the paper I now hold in my hand. If I 
have rightly understood, the king’s attor
ney of this county has framed an indict
ment for the purpose of arraigning 
punishing, by imprisonment, three Inoffen
sive persons, before the bar of this court, 
for a crime of great magnitude as 
ers of the peace. May it please the court, 
what did I hear read? Did I hear it 
tinctly or was it a mistake of my own? Did 
I hear an expression, as if a crime that 
these men, whom your Worships are about 
to try for a misdemeanor are charged with 
what?”—and continuing in a low, solemn 
tone—“for preaching the gospel of the Son 
of tiod?"Pausing amidst the most profound- silence 
and breathless astonishment of his hearers,



6 THE HOME FIELD
he slowly waved the paper three times 
around his head, then, lilting up his hands 
and eyes to heaven, -with extraordinary 
and Impressive energy he exclaimed, "Great 
God!"

The exclamation, the action, the burst of 
feeling from the audience, were all overpow
ering. Mr. Henry resumed: "May It please 
your Worships: In a day like this, when 
truth is about to burst her fetters, when 
mankind Is about to be raised to claim their 
natural and inalienable rights, when the yoke 
of oppression which has reached the wilder
ness of America, and the unnatural alli
ance of ecclasiastlcal and civil power Is 
about to be dissevered—at such a  period 
when liberty—liberty of conscience is about 
to wake from her slumbering, and inquire 
into the reason of such changes as 1 tin 
exhibited here to-day in this Indictment!"

Another fearful pause while the speaker 
alternately cast his sharp, piercing eyes on 
the court and the prisoners, and resumed: 
"If I am not deceived, according to the 
contents of the paper which 1 now hold in 
my hand, these men are accused of preach
ing the gospel of the Son of God. Great 
God!”

Another long pause, during which he 
again waved the Indictment around his 
head.

Resuming his speech: "May it please 
your Worships: There are periods in the 
history of men when corruption and de
pravity have so long debased the human 
character that man sinks under the weight 
of the oppressor's hand, and becomes the 
servile, abject slave; be licks the hand 
that smites him; he bows In passive obedi
ence to the mandates of the despot, and 
in the state of servility he receives his fet
ters of perpetual bondage. But, may It 
please your Worships, such a day has pass
ed away. From the period when our fath
ers left the land of their nativity for set- 
tiement in these American wilds, for lib
erty—for civil and righteous liberty—for 
liberty of conscience, to worship their

Creator according to their conceptions of 
heaven’s revealed will; from the monun 
they placed their feet on jbe Americai 
continent, and in the deeply imbedded for 
ests sougnt an asylum front persecution 
and tyranny—from that moment dqspotlsn, 
was crushed; her fetters of darkness were 
broken, and heaven decreed that man 
should be free—free to worship God ac
cording to the Bible. Were It not for this, 
In vain have been the efforts and sacri
fices of the colonists; In vain were all the 
sufferings and bloodshed to subjugate the 
new world, if we, their offspring, must still 
be oppressed and persecuted. But may It 
please your Worships, let me inquire once 
more, for what ore these men about to be 
tried? This paper says, ’for preaching the 
gospel of the Son of God!* Great God! for 
preaching the Saviour to Adam’s fallen 
race."

After another pause, In tones or thunder 
he inquired:

‘TVhat law haro they violated?” Then, 
for the third time, In slow, dignified man
ner, he lifted bis eyes to heaven and wav
ed the indictment around his head. The 
court and the audience were wrought up 
to the most intense pitch of excitement 
The face of the prosecuting attorney was 
pale and ghastly, and be appeared uncon
scious that the whole body was agitated 
with alarm; and the Judge in a  tremulous 
voice put an end to the scene, now be
coming extremely painful, by the authorita
tive command:

"Sheriff, discharge these men.”
To any one who doubts the full truth of 

this Incident, we would respectfully sug
gest that he compose a speech and try to 
pass it off as one of Patrick Henry’s ora
tions.

Any one acquainted with tho speeches 
of this great orator will readily recogniie, 
not only his arrangement of words, but 
his dramatic style, os evidenced in this 
masterpiece.



S o m e  R e s u lts  of E n lis tm e n t W o r k
T. J. MOORE, Enlistment Field Worker, Hattiesburg, Miss.

N A FORMER 
^  ■  article I gave

a kind of out- 
B  line of this field 
B  and a description 
B  of conditions, 
■  promising later 

V  to give some spe- 
cific results of 

W  the work.
I have conduct- 

Rev. T. J. Moore. ed c h u r c h - t o -  
church campaigns In three largo district 
associations, having associated with me 
most of the time a returned foreign mis
sionary. a  lady representing the M. M. W. 
work, along with pastors and other work
ers of the association. In these services 
we would line the walls with maps and 
charts of our work, open the meeting at 
from nine to ten o'clock each day, have a 
warm devotional opening, live speeches on 
both the local church work (especially em
phasising the duty of pastoral support) and 
full and pungent explanation of mission 
work, giving methods and results of both 
State, Home and Foreign Missions.

Dr. J. O. Chastain was the missionary 
we had and his talks of his thirty years 
of labor in Mexico were eagerly heard and 
very instructive). We would have an hour’s 
Intermission for dinner at noon and dis
miss a t about 4 p. m. with enthusiastic in
terest to the end.

There is no exact way to estimate the 
good done in these campaigns. This one 
thing I have noted: The churches in these 
associations did better for all missions than 
they had ever done before. I have heard 
of a  number of cases where pastors are be
ing better and more promptly paid.

Every fifth Sunday-and Saturday before 
has furnished the Enlistment Worker an 
opportunity to present and push enlistment 
methods, which he feels sure Is bearing 
fruit In a general way, and is breaking the 
boU for more specific results to follow.

I will give some specific results among 
poslorless churches. The first was a 
caurch In Pearl River county with a meet
ing house within two hundred yards of a 
fine consolidated school of over two hun

dred students and a corps of up-to-date 
teachers. The church had received the res
ignation of three pastors within a few 
months previous to my visit, and for some 
months bad been pcstorless and was all to 
pieces among themselves. After almost 
pushing myself into the situation and work
ing for the week 1 had allotted to the field, 
the situation seemed unchanged and I knew 
that to leave it meant that all the time and 
effort thus far spent would be lost An ap
pointment elsewhere was awaiting me for 
to-morrow. To stay longer might mean 
just that much more lost time and labor. 
What must I do?

Jacob-like, 1 wrestled with God in prayer 
until assurance came that I must stay long
er. That was Friday morning. Friday night 
the ice was thawing and began to break. 
By Sunday afternoon they had adopted the 
monthly system of payment for pastor’s 
salary, made up more'" than twice the 
amount for pastor’s salary than they had 
ever promised before, called a live, prog
ressive man to be pastor by unanimous vote, 
and laid $30 on the table—thrice the amount 
of any previous offering for missions—and 
with a confession of all old hard feelings 
buried, and many tears of joy and hand
shaking the enlistment man took his leave. 
Nearly a year has passed and they are mov
ing on nicely stilL^

in one "beat” of the county in which we 
were conducting a church-to-church cam
paign, a fine fellow about thirty years of 
age, was a candidate for supervisor of his 
beat He had b<Sn converted just a few 
years, had a wife and one chiltL He had 
felt a call to preach and his church had or
dained him. He had natural gifts bat a 
very limited education. After being with 
us one day he came to us again the next 
day early in the day. Taking me aside he 
said:“I am no candidate for office any more. 
I slept none, but prayed all night last 
night Wife and I have talked it all over. 
We have nothing but our little farm and 
owo about as much as It will bring If sold. 
But I am going to go to school and prepare 
myself for the work to which I am called.” 
I prayed for him and with him. He began

i  i
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to get ready to enter school by winding up 
Us business affairs, not knowing where the 
means were to come from to go to school 
on. His Association met soon after that. I 
made It convenient to attend I t  Without 
uis knowing my purpose I picked my chance 
and presented his case to the Association. 
One of the strong men of the body spoke 
for it and in a short time the amount need
ed was pledged, and month after month I 
haye followed it up through the mails and 
put him through his first session in college.

Now he has church work in reach of the 
college that will support him, and already 
he is a power. I foel fully repaid for my 
year’s work Just In finding and starting 
this fine young fellow. And ndw 1 have 
found another' equally as promising and 
also equally as depressed financially, for 
whom I am praying and seeking to help 
overcome the obstacles.

Grouping churches !n any orderly or sys
tematic way I find to be fraught with many 
difficulties. It works out In theory and on 
paper well. But when you get at it you find 
many pitfalls. However, 1 am doing some 
of it in a way. I find that it can be done 
better without an indexible plan. My first 
idea was to select two, three or ifour 
churches adjacent to each other and in my 
mind form a group. Then visit these 
churches one after another and make my 
plans known to them with a purpose to  
induce their approval and indorsement. It 
looks good and you can talk well upon it; 
but about the time you think you have it 
fixed it falls to pieces. I only tried two 
grouping projects along that line. They 
failed to realize.

My plan now is to find a reasonably 
strong half-time or fourth-time church de
siring a pastor, work it up to a good finan
cial system with monthly pledges for pas
tor’s salary and get the church In touch 
with a live, suitable man. If they call him, 
I have it understood with him to accept and 
move to the field, provided he can Becure 
work In reasonable reach. Then the church 
and I get him in touch with another and 
another pastorless church as convenient as 
possible* until a field is formed. Then let 
the pastor associate them in bis mind and 
speak of them to them as “his field.” Art
fully. do away with the custom of annual 
call, and grow them into a group. I am by 
this planless plan growing several groups, 
I think. I have three distinctly working, 
and otners on the way.

1 have spent a deal of time in every- 
member canvnsseB, installing the budget 
and envelope system; and while I feel that 
my call is to the country and village 
churches mainly, I have conducted these 
canvasses in a few towns and cities. One 
of these is a coast city dominated by Ro-- 
man Catholic with a weak Baptist church.
I found it pastorless and discouraged. Ac
companied by one and another of their 
members during the day and holding ser
vices in the church at night and on Sun
days, I spent ten days with them. The nec
essary means for home uses and about 
$400.00 for missions was pledged, the newft ypastor installed, and over thirty additions 
to the church, were some of the results. 
And things are going well now, six months
later.

i 'S fc
:



T h e  H o m e  P r in c ip le  in  M issio n s
JOSEPH E. McAFEE, of New York, Secretary of the Northern Presbyterian Home Mission

Board.

HATEVER may have been 
Shakespeare's conclusion there 
is much In a name. Our word 
missions is derived from the 
Latin, mitto. I send. A pre
valent interpretation of the 
missionary enterprise satisfies 

itself with a strictly literal derivation not 
only of the word but of the idea.

Missions is sending. Which it doubtless 
veritably is, but a “missions" which does 
not settle down and make Itself a t home 
once it has arrived will serve very ineffect
ively In setting up the kingdom of God. It 
may be proper enough for individuals, 
whose religious predilections prompt them, 
to sing, ‘Tip a pilgrim, and I’m a stran
ger," but a  missionary enterprise which re
gales Itself with that sentiment, by that 
very token foredooms itself to defeat. All 
missions worthy the effort are a t last Home 
Missions. And their real effectiveness will 
begin just when they become Home Mis
sions.

Not long ago on an occasion when I had 
been set to present a phase of the Home 
Mission enterprise, I pleaded with all my 
might for the ddeper significance of the 
idea embodied in this principle.- The chair
man Immediately after I had taken my seat 
suggestively remarked that the day has 
passed when right-minded people discover 
any antagonism between Home and For
eign MIss'ons. I suppose he Intended that 
I should accept a mild rebuke for the ve
hemence with which I had prosecuted the 
pleading. Whether I was inclined to ac
cept the rebuke or not, I certainly was 
much disappointed that I had not appar
ently succeeded in bringing even the chair
man to see the point of my insistence.

No; to be sure there is no antagonism 
between Home and Foreign Missions. It 
Is the very beauty and power of the Chris
tian religion that it belongs everywhere, 
that no land Is foreign to it, and it is for
eign to no land. There can be no antago
nism between Home and Foreign Missions, 
Hince the prime condition of the success of 
r ay missions is that It shall forthwith make 
Itself at home. The home principle runs 
through all missions.

At Home in Korea.
IF-MY SISTER is tc carry the real Christ 
message to Korea, whither she has gone 
to teach and live the gospel, she must not 
fail to make herself and her ministry at 
home and a Home Mission among the 
Koreans. The reason a friend of mine is 
succeeding in his mission to Japan is be
cause he has done that very thing. The 
reason a certain other friend is failing so 
distressingly elsewhere is because he has 
not done that thing, but has persistently 
harboured the notion and has everywhere 
given the impression that he is on a mis
sion, that he belongs somewhere else and 
that he is there to ladle out what he has 
been generous enough to bring along. It 
is the prime requisite of any and all mis
sions that they be and confirm themselves 
home missions.

There is wholesome warrant for this as- 
. 'sertion in the example of the chief expo

nent of the missioning enterprise, Jesus of 
Nazareth. We often speak as though we 
supposed this supreme missionary belong
ed somewhere else, and that i t  was quite 
by accident if it is not Indeed an anomaly 
that he was Jesus of Nazareth, the Man 
of Galilee, the familiar of the towns and 
cities of Judea. We magnify the conde
scension of the Son of God in leaving the 
bosom of the Father for his earthly minis-. 
try until we sometimes make it seem that 
Jesus did not ever quite grow accustomed 
to being what he was and living and serv
ing where he did. By which course we 
take the most vital meaning out of the 
gospel scheme. WTierever Jesns came from 

I and whithersoever he went, he vitally be
longed where he was while he was here. 
There was no one more genuinely at home. 
He saved the world by being a-home mis
sionary, and his method of salvation is the 
only really effective one which has ever 
been devised. He certainly meant what 
he said when he charged his followers to 
go into all the world and disciple the na- ^  
tlons, but certainly did not mean that his -  
own example and his method should be 
lost upon them when they should address 
themselves to the.task assigned.

There Is no more daring deed recorded
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of this high Master of the missioning en
terprise than that on the occasion of his 
one Foreign Mission, as it is sometimes 
erroneously styled. Only once seems 
Christ voluntarily to have set foot out of 
the bounds of Palestine proper, and that 
was when he passed into the region of Tyre 
and Sidon, on what errand it does not pre
cisely appear. At any rate while he was 
there, it is recorded that he was encoun
tered by a woman, native of the locality, 
who appealed to him piteously for help. 
Turning upon the suppliant he seemed al
most to scorn her by saying, It is not meet 
to take the children's food and cast it to 
the dogs. y By which attitude and speech 
Jesus did not mean to style the poor wo
man and any other human being a dog, nor 
did he mean that only a Jew was worth 
saving, nor did he mean any other foolish 
or ungodly thing. But whatever he did not 
mean or whatever else he did mean, even at 
the risk of being grossly misunderstood by 
those of slight insight, he must have meant 
to emphasize this essential quality of his 
saving ministry, its vital and indefeasible 
homeliness. And he must have meant that 
his example and precept should not fail of 
its effect when his disciples set about the 
fulfillment of his pressing charge of disci- 
pllng. i

/ pHome- Principle Not Narrow.

THE HOME principle in missions does not 
cultivate narrowness and selfishness. A 
friend sayB he frequently encounters peo
ple who decline to Interest themselves in 
the foreign missionary enterprise, pleading 
that there is so much to do at home. I am 
rather surprised to hear him say that, for 
I had supposed that sort of people had dis
appeared or had learned some other excuse.
I do not meet them any more. Such have 
never really helped on the home missionary . 
enterprise with all of their professed eager
ness. Their solicitude for the home cause 
Is only an excuse, and usually a cloak of 
selfishness. This principle which I seek to 
set forth Is vital for missions irrespective 
of the accident of its locality. It is that 
without which missions anywhere lose their 
meaning and become vapid and Ineffective.

This will partially illustrate what I mean.
;  while ago I visited a town where the

church was-maklng a great showing of mis
sionary interest and activity. The elabo
rately organized societies were going 
through the customary motions with Irre
proachable precision. Missionary funds 
were not lacking. Men and women were 
banded together to give regularly and sys
tematically in the support of an enterprise 
in Persia or somewhere else safely on the 
other side of the globe. Their so-called 
home missionary enterprise was actually a 
thinly disguised imitation of their foreign 
and was safely established In some remote 
section of our vast national domain. Alto
gether the church bears a flattering repu
tation for missionary zeal.

In the course of a conversation with one 
of the most faithful workers In their widely 
extended activities I chanced to comment 
upon the evidence of the rapid growth of 
their own town, and asked if my impres
sions were not correct. She responded witn 
quite a distinct sigh, “Oh, yes, large num
bers of people are moving into the town, 
but you know, they are not the sort who 
take to the church.” And that was all. It 
was then time to change the subject What 
the church Is trying to do is wholesome for 
and desperately needed by the people away 
off somewhere, but the people who are mov
ing into our town:—It closes the discussion 
to discover that they do not take to the 
church. It seems not to have occurred to 
us that the church might take to them, and 
that, a t last, the very essence of the mis
sionary enterprise Is In making the church 
do that very thing.

Its Recognition Essential.

THE HOME principle is absolutely essen
tial in missions to redeem them from arti
ficiality. There is a deep and ineradicable 
insincerity in foisting upon some other 
community what proves insufficient and In
effective in our own. Why should we 
proclaim with an inflated zeal to a  commun
ity fifteen hundred or fifteen thousand 
miles away a gospel.which Is disregarded 
if not tacitly repudiated In our own community?

One Is sometimes led to wonder if much 
of the apathy In the missionary cause is 
not after all prompted by a kind-hearted 
unwillingness to Inflict upon other people



an Institution which in the casn of their 
Jo in  churrh is proving so deplorable a fail
ure. A church which is not gripping tho 
life of its own community and is not preach
ing and working out a gospel which reno
vates the life immediately about must al
ways make a poor success of bearing an 
effective gospel message to communities in 
the distance. The palpable insincerity of a 
programme which encourages or permits 
such a travesty must always cripple any 
enterprise. Surely such Insincerity and ar
tificiality can never fit into a system which 
calls itself Christian, and presumes to draw 
its inspiration from him who poured forth, 
his scorn upon pretense.

Thla and this alone will 
make the missionary en
terprise Invincible: the 
conviction that we have 
got a good thing, and then 
the enthusiasm of passing 
it on to others. Without 
that enthusiasm missions 
will prove too vapid and 
flatulent to be worthy of 
serious concern. First, 
and absolutely essential 
is the conviction that we 
have got a good thing.

A church which Is not 
gripping the life of it* 
own community is simply 
bluffing, however zealous 
it may be in sending to 
the uttermost parts. An 
unsaved America zealous
ly saving the nations be
yond the seas, simply 
shows IU incapacity even 
to comprehend the saving 
mission for anybody. A 
programme which permits 
a so-called missionary 
church to welter In the 
reek of its own commun
ity’s-moral disease cheap
ens distressingly the gos
pel it presumes to preach, 
and at the same tie casts 
disgraceful reflections up
on the distant community 
to which It presumes to 
bear its gospel message.

Such a church as much as announces, 
Here Is something which will do you poor 
folks a lot of good. To be sure it is  not 
doing us much good; we are not successful 
in making it work, but it will serve for 
you, a t any rate. It is to save any church 
from Buch a ridiculous and humiliating 
predicament that what I call the home prin
ciple in missions intervenes.

Advance Necessary.
THERE IS NO call for the discussion of the 
proposition. Are we advancing or retrograd
ing? As for that, of course we are ad
vancing; that is the way God has of run

ning things in this world, 
for the most p art One 
need not turn pessimist to 
discover a solicitude over 
the conditions o f  o u r  
church life. Statistics 
demonstrate that there 
are more church-members 
in this country to^ay than 
there have ever been be
fore, and those of us who 
are seeking the satisfac
tion of being apprized of 
that fact are welcome to 
all the satisfaction to be 
got from i t  

But if there Is any one 
who has given our Church 
problems an intelligent 
and sympathetic study 
and is satisfied with what 
he finds, I have yet tr 
meet him. On the con
trary, there comes up 
from every quarter the 
lament that the church 
has lost its grip upon the 
life of our times and our 
society. I do not pretend 
to say how' much ground 
there may be for the 
lament, nor how much 
truth there may be In the 
assertion. I am sure, how
ever, that nothing y ill be 
gained by taking out our 
chagrin in lamentations. 
The church has no busi
ness losing its grip on its



own life and its own times. Just in so far 
as a church does that, does it reveal its 
incapacity for the real mission business. 
Sometimes a church or an individual is 
galvanized into what seems life by a mis
sionary zeal though d>sregarding this de
mand for the close grip, but such a life is 
only seeming and is, of real spiritual power, 
forceless.

Perhaps the most common plaint taking 
a concrete form under this head is the oft- 
expressed desire that we mig^t get back 
to the old ways, the old zeal for religion, 
the old gospel, as it is often phrased. I 
passed a tent the other day, where evan
gelistic services were being held, which 
was placarded in large letters with such 
legends as these: The old Bible. The 'old 
Faith. Come in and hear the old gospel 
preached in the old way. 1 suppose the 
song most commonly sung was: “The old- 
time religion’s good enough for me.” Such 
inducements were presumably offered to at
tract people In. As a matter of fact there 
were very few attracted.

The Great Opportunity.
NOW, OUR AGE is supposed by many to 
have gone daft upon the new and the fan
tastic, is considered to have developed an 
inordinate and diseased passion for the lat- 
est-out and the bizarre. In my opinion such 
a judgment is exceedingly superficial, and 
comes of a superficial reading of the signs 
of our times and the ways of our age. Sure
ly there never was a time when flimsiness 
in the latest-out so quickly cheapened it, 
when the fantastic and the bizarre so 
speedily ceased to satisfy. It is not to be 
supposed that antiquity has a monopoly 
on religion.

I venture to believe that there never was 
a  time in the history of the world nor is 
there anywhere a people where the agen
cies of religion have had so superb a 
chance as in our day and among the Ameri
can people. Religion?—why, religion bursts 
from the pores of the American people. 
They make creeds while they wait on the 
corners and talk Bibles as they hurry down 
the s tree t They do it very unintelligently, 
but they would be doing so intelligently 
and wholesomely if somebody would tell 
them how. Their religion is, to be sure, 
in a terrible bungle, but that is perhaps

not altogether their fault. It is not sur
prising perhaps that those who are tena
cious of the precise old forms of religion 
should be dissatisfied with the prospect, 
and should feel that religion has failed and 
lost its hold upon the American conscious
ness. That is a  vain, and almost comical 
lament. Religion will never tall or lose 
its vitality. And no church ever had a  finer 
chance than has our American Church in 
its own day and among its own people.

Some are pining for a  return to Apostolic 
triumphs and conditions. If we only had 
the Apostles back among us! To do what, 
pray? Why, if the Apostle Paul were to 
drop in among us ttMlay he would have to 
learn his business all over again. An Asia 
Minor ministry would not touch our prob
lems. I believe Paul would be equal to 
the prodigious task of learning his business 
all over again, since that was the sort of 
man he was. And I confess 1 sometimes 
wish he might happen along. I should en
joy witnessing that spectacle. How sur
prised the good man would be to find what 
he Is sometimes made sponsor for, the re
actionary methods add the Impossible no
tions for which he has been made to stand. 
The manner and the language in which be 
would defend his good name and repudiate 
the imputations would be a sight to see 
and oratory to hear. If there was anything 
for which toe Apostle Paul did stand it was 
for carrying the gospel into the very heart 
of . the life of his time, and no one would 
be quicker than he to see how impossible 
would be the methods he chose in the vi
tally different conditions of to-day. Yes, I 
should like to see the Apostle Paul drop 
in among us, merely for the fun of it. if 
for notning else. I should enjoy witness
ing the vehemence with which he would 
set about convincing us of the fruitlessness 
and the folly of pining for his old Apostolic 
ways.

We Mutt Serve Our Own Day.-
IT ALWAYS hurts me, and, I must add, 
though I hope in a wholly Christian way, It 
often greatly angers me,; to hear the word 
“modern" spoken with a sneer. I am a 
modern; I live in modern times; I belong 
to my age and my hge belongs to me. This 
is God’s age; he has set it in the midst of 
his eternities; he has moulded it by a



IS
matchless wisdom; he has crammed it with 
incomparable potencies; be is leading men 
into new visions of him, of his grace and 
of his power. God and I do not like to 
trave men curl their lips and speak of our 
age with a  sneer. 1 do not believe God 
means we shall be perpetually harking 
back; I am confident he means we shall 
be striding forward. New things and new 
Ideas are not per se bad, and by the virtue 
of their newness to be condemned and 
sneered aL On the contrary there is a pre
sumption in their favor by virtue of their 
newness. They deserve to be accepted as 
good until they are demonstrated to be the 
opposite. The very fact that they have 
superseded some old thing or notion en
titles them, until they show their insuffi
ciency, to the respect of being considered 
the best To say that a thing or a method 
or an idea is modern ought to be a pass
port to honor.

Perhaps some will suppose that I am 
getting ready to exploit or approve some 
fancy and hifalutin method of church en
terprise. I wish there were time to do 
the subject full justice in assuring you that 
I am n o t Nothing of the sort is necessary 
to carry the point at issue. Indeed my age 
and your age, our modern age would repu
diate the attem pt If there is any church 
worker who does not know the folly of 
trying hifalutin and bizarre methods on this 
age and the American people, only let him 
make the experiment There is nothing 
which our age has so clearly demonstrated 
taan that cheap, sensational devices for 
making the kingdom of God a reality do 
not work. The church which turns itsfilf 
into a dancing school or a raffling agency 
simply does not know its business, and 
there is nothing our modern age delights 
more in doing than in telling It so. The 
only reason our age accordB even tolerance 
to some church methods which many be
wildered people think to be so promising 13 
because it recognizesthe sincere purpose 
back of the Ill-considered and bungling 
ways. The deeper consciousness of the 
age knows well enough that a lot of our 
elaborate Institutionalism is only lumber,
not capable of being worked up into a con
struction of permanent value, and it Is 
alone the evidence of a sincere desire to

get something done which insures for it 
even a modicum of respect. I have not 
been getting ready to advocate any new
fangled method guaranteed out of hand to 
solve all the problems of our .modern church 
life.

More Than Money Needed.
BUT THIS I have been getting ready to 
say: That a church which'does not know 
its own age, whose heart does not throb 
in a deep and constant sympathy with its' 
own age, which does not believe unfalter
ingly and invincibly in the eternal religi
ous responsiveness of the heart of fts own 
age, which can not frame its message in 
such language that its age will hearken jtnd 
go on Its way with a- deepening Joy, which 
does not speak for God 4 0  its own age and 
whose age does not recognize God's mes
sage in its speech,—a church which can not 
and does not do all that has no woythy 
title to the distinction of being missionary, 
and apparent missionary activity is only 
the semblance, lacking the vitality of the 
real thing. y

Money will never do the missionary busi
ness, neither fifty cents per member, nor 
five dollars per member nor five thousand 
per member, though it be forthcoming every 
year till the end of time. Dollars may only 
blind our eyes to the real demand. Money 
is about the cheapest and most abundant 
commodity of our times. If money would 
do the business the world could be saved 
by to-morrow night Aye! I was about to 
say, it would be. 1 believe i t  If men who 
have the money could be made really to 
believe that money would do the business 
the thing would be done.

Neither will the missionary enterprise be 
achieved either by sighing inarticulately for 
a spiritual awakening. What some people 
mean by the spiritual quickening In the 
church for which they so fervently pray is 
quite what the church does not need. What 
the church does need is the readiness. to 
take hold, to take itself seriously as the 
ambassador of God to this age, not a made- 
toorder age, but this age; not some people 
of antiquity or of futurity, but these peo
ple; to be confident, almlghtily, eternally, 
invincibly confident that this age, tnese 
people need God, want God, are searching
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for God in their blindness, are weltering in 
tneir sin. moaning for God, and then like 
those God has inspired with his own com* 
mission convey that message to people who 
are languishing for it.
Money Will Come if There is Spiritual Life.
ALL WHO are interested in the missionary 
enterprise are sure that it depends vitally 
upon prayer. True, to be sure. And prayer 
will not be failing. An inspired and achiev- 
ing church will not slight the praying. 
Their every exultant breath will be a pray
er. The apostolic idea will at last be real
ised and there will be prayer without ceas
ing. The ministry of such a church will 
itself be the utmost sublimity of prayer.

It is often my business to plead for the 
support of a missionary agency which gains 
head and makes progress every day by 
the inflow of money. When that flow fails, 
it fails. There must pour into its treasury 
alone this fiscal year one million, one hun
dred thousand dollars or it has failed, the 
missionary causo has J>een staggered by the 
blow. Does any one suppose I am not so
licitous for the money of the missionary 
cause? But I am willing to trust the mis
sionary cause for its financial backing to a 
church which is gripping the life of its own 
times and its own community. And the 
truth is, a broadening experience makes me

tremble for the cause when committed to 
any other kind of a church. It is my busi
ness among other pleas to put in an Im
portunate word for the poor Indian and the 
neglected mountaineer, the frontiersman 
and the distant outcast. But I will risk that 
plea before a church which is sure it has 
found a good thing for its own community 
and has found it will work to the redemp
tion of the life of its own people. That is 
just the sort of church I am hunting for to 
talk missions to. A genuinely efficient 
church in its own community is bound to 
be a missionary force, and no artificial 
forcing of artificial fervor will be needed to 
make it th a t I ventured to say something 
like this to a gathering of churchmen not 
long ago, and afterwards the pastor warmly 
assured me that I was right, that the truth 
had been demonstrated in his own church. 
A church which has not its own conscience 
clean can never be a world-saving force. 
Missionary power is an overflow; nothing 
can stop it once it has back of It the divine 
impetus of conviction and the grace of dem
onstration. A moral earnestness which is 
above all else sincere and does not dodge 
the direct issues of the redeeming mission 
is the only missionary equipment which will 
do the business. And that will do IL That 
power will save the world, for it la God's 
power.

O u r  N e w  C u b a n  W o r k e r s
B. D. GRAY, Correspondlrg Secretary.

Miss Effie Chastain.

T H E  picture 
herewith is of 
Miss Effie Chas
tain, . mention of 
whose appoint
ment to mis
sion work in 
Havana w a s  
given in the 
last issue of 
T h e  H o m e  
.Field. We had 
no picture at 
the time, but 
h a v e  secured 
ono since and

are glad to present herewith the splendid 
face of our noble and consecrated young

missionary'- She w’as born in Mexico and 
speaks the Spanish with as much fluency 
as she does the English and we expect 
great blessings to attend her work in that 
capital of the Caribbean.

The Corresponding Secretary has receiv
ed a letter from Rev. W. B. Miller since 
the arrival of himBelf and Mrs. Miller In 
Havana. He speaks most"encouragingly of 
the outlook and was able to meet most of 
the Cuban workers Immediately on his ar
rival in Havana, as they were attending the 
Cuban Baptist Biblical Institute.

In the last issue of The Home Field one 
or iwo mistakes occurred. Am very glad 
to correct the same. It was stated that 
Mrs. Miller had taken one year In the 
Training School In Louisville, whereas it



IS
should have been stated that she is a full 
graduate with a degree for the Training 
School. Her maiden name was Miss Mel- 
vah English.

Bro. Miller, it should be said, is a native 
of West Virginia instead of Virginia, and 
is quite as proud of his birthplace as if the 
West had been left off.

A n  Id e a l C o u n t r y  C o m m u n it y
L IV IN G S T O N  JO H N S O N , D .O ., R o ck y  M ount, N orth  C arolina.

IN 0 0  It TIIOUfSHT rural communities xchich shall function industrially, socially, religi- 
ously and educationally are about the greatest need in the South to-day. Dr. IAvingston 
Johnson, of North Carolina, icithout intending it, has given a portrayal of such a com
munity in the following story of his recent vacation in the community of his childhood 
home. No mountains or seashore for Dr. Johnson, but a few weeks at the old rural home
stead of his youth—is he not a poet, as tcell as one of the most highly honored ex-State 
Secretaries in the Southt The story was written primarily for The Biblical Recorder, 
if any of our readers know of another such country community, let him write us at 
bare, for tee .want to tell of it in the last number of The Home Field, next month. Spring 
Ilill Baptist Church, with a resident pastor and weekly preaching for nearly a generation 
(s the main key to the rural community Dr. Johnson describes.

j - w  OR THE FIRST TIME in fifteen years 
I have enjoyed an old-fashioned vaca- 

*  lion. \Ve have a little cottage down 
here in Scotland County, where we began 
our manf«*d life. As the cottage was not 
occupied by a tenant this year, we decided 
to come down and live the old days over 
a n b L  •

This little home is part of the old home
stead on which this scribe was born, and 
the old home is just a quarter of *  mile 
away up tho Riverton road. The commun
ity is called Riverton because it lies near 
the banks of the Lumbee river. In the 
days of the "Raccoon Mail Routes” River
ton was the name of tho postofflee, but 
since the introduction of the rural: routes 
the postofflee has been abolished, but its 
name has been retained as the community 
name.

I look but of the window and .see the 
green cotton fields, the first row of which 
comes within a few Teet of the house. Dot
ted about over this field are peach trees 
laden* with luscious fruit, affording us more 
than we can use. The neighbors keep us 
supplied with vegetables, cantaloupes and 
watermelons.

Along the Riverton road a half dozen 
dwellings are In plain view, and a mile and 
a half from here Is the little town of Wa-

gram, the commercial center of the com
munity. The summer season is on down 
here from about the last week in July until 
the last of August The young people have 
a delightful time, full to the brim of inno
cent pleasure, which lasts through a 
month. There is hardly an evening in the 
week that there is not some sort of enter-

Dr. Livingston Johnson,

V— _



tainment, and the beauty about it is there 
-la uo questionable amusement indulged in. 
In not a home on the Riverton road can a 
pack of cards be found, and the young 
folks do not find it necessary to resort to 
a shuffling of feet to give them amuse
ment

The community sporting ground is down 
on the Lumbee river. Here the young peo
ple meet in the afternoon for bathing, boat
ing and fishing, when the water is not too 
high, but owing to the excessive rains this 
year, there has been no fishing. Many of 
the older people who do not take part in 
these sports, go down to witness them. As 
for this scribe, he is numbered among the 
young people.

There were In the river the other day 
ten Wake Forest men and two A. & M. 
men; nine Meredith girls, three from Flora 
McDonald Presbyterian College, and one 
from the Normal, making twenty-five col
lege boys and girls. Is there any other 
country community that can beat this rec
ord? Some of these are graduates and 
some are now attending these schools.

The number of automobiles that pass this 
little cottage in the evening, on the way 
to some community home for an hour of
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entertainment, reminds one more of a popu
lar street in a city than a. highway in the
country.

I could not, In justice to the dear old 
community, close this article without say
ing a word about the religious life. There 
are two churches. Baptist and Presbyter
ian, and into these the young people are 
pouring their rich young lives. They are 
in the Sunday-schools, attend the church 
services, are true and loyal to their pas
tors, and have the most profound reverence 
for the worship as conducted in these 
houses built for the honor and glory of 
God. On Wednesday night there is a 
prayer meeting in the community which 
all, young and old. attend. This prayer- 
meeting goes from house to house, begin
ning at Wagram, and going to the last 
home in the community. It does not stop 
with the close of the summer season, but 
runs the whole year round.1 j ’ I •> •There are many other things of Interest 
of which I would like to write, chief among 
which is the old "Temperance and Literary 
Society,” to which many of us owe a debt 
that we can never pay, but this article is 
already too long.

W h e r e  D e m o c ra c y  H a s  L e f t  U s  B e h in d

MONG BAPTISTS democracy and lib
erty flourish as the green bay tree. 
Liberty goes a step further than 

democracy, for democracy is “of, for and 
by” the people. Liberty may go so far that 
It Is only “of, for and by" Itself.

If we bad to defihe the relation to the 
whole Baptist body of the 9,000 or 10,000 
non-participant Baptist churches in the 
South, we would use the word liberty rather 
than democracy. They have great liberty 
and they use if to the end that there 
may be no “of, for and by” the brotherhood 
concerning their relation to missionary ef
fo r t '’

The writer accepts without reservation 
the principle of democracy as Baptists hold 
i t  It is In the New Testament and this 
should be final. Democracy in religion is 
not efficient as the world reckons effi
ciency, and it tends to lag behind in certain

religious duties. But we are content to 
hold on to democracy, believing It to be 
the wisdom of God, whose efficiency is In
finitely more than the efficiency which is 
of men’s wisdom.

We recently asked Dr. John M. Moore, 
of Nashville. Tenn.. secretary of the Home 
Department of the Methodist General Board 
of Missions, how many churches among 
Southern Methodists were non-participant 
in missions. He replied that practically 
none were non-participant

Baptists do not deny that the principle 
of democracy is operative among Metho
dists and other evangelical denominations. 
We are sure that It Is, but with them It Is 
not a generic principle, as It is with Bap-_ 
lists. Southern Methodists, with democracy 
conditioned by a degree of centralized ec- 
clesiastical authority, have more or lesa co
operation on the part of practically all their



churchM in minion work. Southern Bap- 
tiiu  with their unconditioned democracy 
have 9,000 or 10,000 which are nortco-oper-
stive.

Aroused by the above thoughts, we turn
ed to the 1906 "Government Census of Re
ligious Bodies in America." to see If there 
was comfort to be bad for a Baptist by 
pursuing the comparison further in this 
publication.

We found that outside of the principal 
cities in the South, the salaries of Presby- 
terlan ministers average $857, of Methodists, 
$681, and of Baptists, $334.* No, this does 
not include the Negro preachers. In fact, 
a number of the Negro preachers get paid 
more than the white preachers do.

I would rail on the Government Census, 
if I thought it would help, for I am a loyal 
Baptist, no matter how our people neglect 
their preachers. But it is appropriate to 
remark that democracy has not made Bap
tist churches respond with liberality to the 
support of the men who give their lives 
preaching Tor them.

We do not know how many presiding 
elders there are in the South. Probably 
they will average as many as twelve to 
the State, and in sixteen States that would 
be 192. Methodists would seem to have 
about 200 responsible men looking after 
pastoral support, missions, etc., where 
Baptists have none, except a State Secre
tary, whose service Is that or a bishop 
rather than of a presiding elder, only, of 
course, that It Is service rendered without 
ecclesiastical prerogative or authority.

A few years ago. In some States In the 
South. Baptists began to do enlistment 
work. The service rendered was measura
bly that of a presiding elder, but always 
without ecclestlcal authority. The Meth
odists for many years have had about 200 
trained men in the elder service. Bap
tists. after all these years, are tentatively 
trying Just a few men to help enlarge and 
lead forward Into a fuller life thousands of 
retarded, lagging churches. This tentative 
trial haa until now scarcely developed into

• The" number of Baptist rotors given In the 
S B. C. Minutes of 1907 ts 2.00S less than that 
on which the Census based Its average- ThI* 
would bring the average up to more than *<->0. 
and Is probably correct. But there Is small 
comfort even in this Improvement.

a settled policy. The enlistment workers* 
are In some sections still scrutinised with 
a degree of anxiety, lest It turn out that 
they are men with authority to lord It over 
the heritage of the elect

The enlistment men seek to release Tast 
untouched spiritual resources in our Bap
tist body. Their successes have been large 
and gratifying. The Methodist system of 
official laborers has apparently secured 
more than fifty per cent more salary for 
their preachers than the average Baptist 
church with shameful niggardliness doles 
out to its pastor.

We do not want laborers with official 
authority, but is our democracy so static 
and fixed that it will not have unofficial' 
help, where the need of aid cries out aloud 
before high heaven and all mankind, and 
holds us up to reproach? If this Is -our 
condition, the Lord help us to see It and 
to get ashamed of ourselves.

Restless enthusiasts captiously say that 
as between fi-statlc orthodoxy and dynamic 
heterodoxy, they will choose the latter. 
Such men speak the words of human.j>as- 
sion rather than the wisdom of God. As 
between two evils, choose neither.

The way for our democracy to cure it
self of the ills of niggardliness is for It to 
take lessons in spirituality and steward
ship, and this in such humble, devoted, and 
patient service as the rank and file of our 
people need, rather than '■ in a  few big 
speeches. Elsewhere we publish a story 
of how one Highland girl literally trans
formed and uplifted a rough mountain com
munity. She just gave herself.

Southern Baptists can reach and enlarge 
their non-participating churches, but not 
much by big speeches at uplift conventions. 
Our “mountain top visions” at these con
ventions are well enough, but somehow 
they seem so seldom to get down Into one 
In a hundred of the valleys of need. South
ern Baptists can reach and cure the body 
of non-co-operative churches simply by 
giving themselves and their money to such 
service as is really needed by the rank and 
file of the churches. It Is one of our great
est needs and opportunities. When will we. 
come to see it and In a large, worthy w.iy 
act upon It?



T h e  H o m e  a n d  C h u r c h  D e v e lo p m e n t
AMOS CLARY, Saluda, South Carolina.

IF OUR BACKWARD country churches 
are ever properly enlisted and develop
ed, work must be done on the homes 
of their members. Nothing marks the civic 
advancement of a people better than the 

homes in which they live. Nothing Indi
cates the religious attainments of a people 
better than the church houses in which 
they worship. If it be true (and it is) that 
there are many inadequate, uncomfortable, 
and unattractive church houses in the 
South, it is true to a great extent because 
the members of those churches live in un
finished, uncomfortable, and unattractive 
homes. If It be true (and it is) that we 
need a campaign of church building in the 
South, it Is equally true that a campaign 
of home building must come first. It is 
when people begin to build better homes 
in which to live that they begin to want 
better church homes in-which to wors h  
It is then and not before'that they will 
build such houses of worship.

Every child Is entitled to a neat and com
fortable home (mark, I do not say rich and 
elegant) in which to be bora and raised— 
a painted home, painted inside and out. with 
glass windows. Then too, there ought to be 
some kind of first-class musical instrument 
in that home and some chaste pictures on 
its walls. A child born and reared in an 
eight-by-ten room with only one-by-four 
window with no glass in it, in a majority 
of cases, will never get more than a two- 
by-four vision of life, and, in all probability, 
he will throw stones. When he gets to be 
a controlling power in his church he will 
think that the rusty looking, barn-like old 
church house in which bis father and 
grandfather worshipped is still good enough 
for him and his children. If any other 
member of the church talks about build
ing a new church house or painting the 
old one, he opposes It with all of hiB native 
stubbornness. He throws stones with all 
hiB m ight He is always a reactionary. He 
is a clog in the cog-wheel of church prog
ress.

Better homes for our boys and girls will 
mean a better clasB of boys and girls In our 
homes. Somehow when a man gets a nice 
home he begins' to want his son to go to 
college and his daughter to study music.

I can not explain the sequence, but the 
piano always comes close behind the paint 
brush. All these advances go a long yaj 
In producing a  broad-visioned, progressive, 
aggressive generation of young people. 
When such a generation of young people 
get hold of the lines, churches as well as 
everything else will be developed.

I was In one of our largo country churches 
not long ago on a very rainy- day. There 
was a great leak where the water streamed 
In on the choir side of the church. I judg
ed from a remark of one of the members 
that the leak had been there sometime. It 
ought to have been stopped long before. 
But that leak on the choir side of the 
church which ought to be filled with our 
splendid young people, was a  parable to 
me of another and more costly leak in our 
country churches which drains them of 
their most virile and moat capable young 
people In the emigration of too many of 
these young people into our cities. We 
know that the leak Is there. Shall we not 
try to stop it?

Better homes will not only produce a 
generation of better educated, refined, self- 
respecting men and women, but also keep 
a greater number of that generation In the 
country on the farm. When living on the 
farm is made attractive as It should be, 
our young people will hare no desire to 
leave the country and move to the city. 
I have a brother who runs a dairy. By 
special order I get plenty ,of rich milk and 
cream when I visit him. and his family 
use but little cream. It all goes to town. 
One of the great drawbacks in the develop
ment of our country churches is that the 
cream of our young people goes to the 
city. When we make country home life 
more attractive we shall be able to keep 
more of the cream of our young people for 
home consumption. That will mean more 
and better material in our country churches, 
with which to work.

1 would not be misunderstood In what has 
been said. No one believes more strongly 
than I do that only the gospel of the cross 
can save men. But these other things mnke 
ready for a more effective sowing and 
growing of the gospel truth.



“ S h a ll W e  C o n t in u e  to B e  M e th o d is ts ? ”
DR. GEORGE FREDERICK WELLS. TyrinQham, Massachusetts.

HIS ARTICLE conies to birth through a* series of experiences in actual 
service in country villages, its appeal has a background of a quarter 
of a  century of observation and experiment in the mill which Is grind
ing hard and faithfully a t the problem of practical church unification. 
The writer pleads for church union, for the actual working concentra
tion and consequent increased efficiency of religious organization in 
our now too numerous over-churched small communities. [See our* 

editorial on Dr. Well's article.—Ed.]
In his essay on "Democracy,” James Russell Lowell, in speaking of the Ameri

can Civil War as a result of a compromising political policy, says: “We learned 
once for all that compromise makes a good umbrella but a poor roof; that it is 
a temporary expedient, often wise in party politics, but almost sure to be unwise 
in statesmanship." i

Comity, or respect, is absolutely necessary as the starting point, the indlspen- 
slble cornerstone of interdenominational adjustments which result in the needed 
unification. Should not comity have as real a place In interdenominational as in 
international relations? No satisfactory results can be obtained by making con
cessions to difficulty. And there is nothing to be gained by attempting the 
slaughter of rural churches however decrepit or unnecessary some struggling 
relics of churches may seem to be. Let the wise word of the late President 
Buckham, of Vermont University lend us caution: “What men do because they 
are a feeble folk and as a last resort, they Will undo when they are able."

Tbe question for us is this: Shall we continue to be Methodists?
Here is a case which illustrates the point at issue.
The New England hamlet and its outlying families has about forty families. 

Its church is a Methodist Episcopal Church—in name—of eighteen members.. This 
church is eight miles over difficult mountain roads from another Methodist 
Church hardly stronger than Itself, and seven miles from a fairly stroug Methodist 
Church in a manufacturing town.

In the last fifteen years, since the church in the hamlet was able to have a 
resident pastor, it has been supplied with Sunday afternoon preaching from each 
of the points just mentioned. At other periods within the same time this little 
Methodist society has worked in federation or co-operation with two Congrega
tional churches, each of which is three miles distant.

Now one result of this Interdenominational co-operation, which in many ways 
has been locally acceptable and widely popular and often cited as a splendid 
example of unity or federation, has been to lead the members of this little Method
ist church to forget that they were Methodists. Under Congregational preaching, 
though the Congregational pastors were no better men nor more popular than the 
Methodist pastors, they came to forget connectionallsm, or, as I am coming to 
love to think of It, the larger democracy, and to consider their own local leaders 
(or themselves, if they happened to be the leaders) as “bishops," veritably clothed 
with the "appointing power," and every other kind of ecclasiastical authority con
venient for the dominance or the local congregation.

Of course trouble has resulted. Denominational disloyalty Til ways brings trouble 
and Inefficiency. The difficulty in that place still continues. Though the bishop 
or bishops have been given to understand kindly but firmly that they do not have 
appointing I power, yet the question is imminent as to whether the bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church will appoint to the pastorate of this Methodist church 
a Congregational minister.

"Federation”  In this instance has been compromise, which has meant disloyal*
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administrative trouble to the District Superintendent, the humiliation of both 
Congregational and Methodlet pastors, and much local Ill-feeling.

And what, after fifteen years or more ot dabbling with auch Illicit Interdenoml- 
nationalism In this community, la there to show for real unification?

I would recommend for this little village that the local Methodist society be
come at once a Congregational church. Such a change would be a prompt, 
straight-out, conclusive work of unification. To bring It about individual mem
berships should be transferred from one fellowship to the other. The Congrega- 
tlonalists, locally or otherwise, should then buy the property from the Method
ist Annual Conference. Nothing could be more simple, direct and businesslike.

Let us turn to an instance in another community.
It is of a Methodist church in one of the most beautiful rural valleys in all 

New England. The edifice belonging to this church is nearly, eighty years old; 
It is a stately white structure standing upon a commanding hillside, and architec
turally most attractive, the wonder of poets and artists who often visit the valley. 
Fifteen thousand dollars would now be required to build a  structure so substan
tial and attractive. Some of the timbers which are built into this structure 
came from a  former church edifice, erected about a century ago, which would 
seat, as-it did on a few occasions, one thousand people. Yet the total member
ship of the Methodist church of wblcn this building La the home Is less than 
thirty-five. The population of the town is hardly thirty per cen t of what It 
was in 1850. A few years ago this church faced tho alternative of closing its 
doors or of “federating” with its local competitor, a struggling Baptist church 
then having thirteen resident members.

To the Methodists it seemed a case of “federate or die.” So the “articles of 
federation” which were drawn up and presented by the Baptist leaders were ac
cepted by those responsible for the Methodist church. Within three years the 
Methodists faced a situation which seemed to mean, "Federate and die.”

But this was not, as many at first supposed, a case of real federation, or of 
partnership on the level. It wai discovered, and realized by those who viewed 
the matter seriously, that the “articles of federation” had not only compromised 
but absolutely displaced and slaughtered Methodist connectlonal principles and 
government.

In course of time, however, the federation failed by default of its executive 
committee to abide by and make effective the "articles of federation,” even such 
as they were. The Methodist church had met with some losses and some gains. 
On the whole It was sadder and wiser, ready to turn its crisis into a  new call 
to do or die honorably.

Churches are not often "stung to death.” They are more often stung Into life. 
If the thing which it beet In the solution of the.problem of struggling Methodist 
churches in over-churched communities It that they be “stung Into life,” then 
let the compromising, disabling local federations continue. They may be a good 
thing for Methodists, when Methodist rural churches are involved In them, but 
what about the results, prospects or possibilities through them of union or of unification?

Here, seemingly, the more excellent way would have been for one of the 
churches to have purchased the property of the other, and to have organically 
united such a percentage of the combined membership as could fellowship under 
the resulting leadership. A sefcond possibility would have been for both of the 

^ ld  societies to have sold their properties and yielded their memberships to a third Incoming new denomination or Church.
At present, one of the two outcomes seems to be imminent; either the un- 

flttest wffl survive, leaving the community in moral chaos, or both churches will 
fitfully wend their way to the village churchyard- so that when the tragedy Is 
complete there will be a chance of a new unified beginning.
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Npw, practically, what shall be our althude and our program?
If we are Methodieta, if we believe in the larger democracy of connectionalism, 

let ue live and die, if we must,-true to our colors. If it is our decision that Con
gregationalism Is best, if our ideal is tnat of purely local government and solid
arity, then let us become Congnnationalists and be done with it  Then the 
church unification movement can account for us in our true regalia, and act ac
cordingly. [AmenI]

Church unification iu the smaller communities now cursed with sectarian 
strifes and petty divisions over non-essentials can never be realized until all 
our churches become more businesslike. Will not the time soon come when 
the illicit, compromising rural federations shall cease, and when denominational- 
lam: will not any more sow wild oats in the multiplication of the independent- 
so-called union churches which are usually hot-beds of church dislayolty and 

on.
needed practical program is for each of our great denominational fellow- 

to have its own bureau for the disposition of defunct local societies and 
les. Through the Bale of Buch properties in some places each bureau 

id be able to have its fund for the purchase of properties In other places, 
churches would thus be enabled to practice as good business methods as 

In the work of local- unification and adjustment as are practiced in the most effi
cient of our commercial enterprises.

not the Methodist Episcopal Church set a good example for other churches 
'follow?

Why 
to folio'

H o m e  M is s io n  R e ce ip ts .
- P. H. MELL, Treasurer.

May 1,1915 to Aug. 25,1915. May 1,1916 to Aug. 25,1916.State
It

GeneralReceipts Evang.Receipts Total General j Receipts j Evang.Receipts Total
Alabama $ 1,214.0 1 1 487.9 1 1,701.98 $ 1,349.ill $ 472.45 $ 1,821.64.25w 465.55 465.80 2,883.92 2,883.92
DIstr let Columbia. . 120.20 1.00 121.20 162.60 162.60
Ktoriila ......................... 374.80 ................ J 374.80 882.11 18.00 900.11
G eorgia ...................... 2.344.41 ? 9.50 2,353.91 2,854.61 229.12 3,083.73418.00 418.00 126.89 126.89
Kentucky ................... 8,402.17 71.75 8,473.92 8,710.32 3.22 8,713.54
L ouisiana................... 473.70 105.00 578.70 2,588.97 300.00 2,888.97

1,649.17 122.00 1,771-17 1,693.20 1,693.20
M ississippi................ 298.58 183.17 481.75 5.04 400.06 405.10
Missouri . . . . . . 3,174.48 50.70 3,225.18 4491.46 3.73 4,195.19

14 35 169.80 184.15
North Carolina .- . . 2,974.47 552.00 3,526.47 374.27 681.20 1,055.47
Oklahoma.................... 1.108.94 323.85 1,432.79 146.75 146.75
South Carolina . . . 4,793.16 155.45 4,948.61 3,423.23 397.63 3,820.86
T ennessee ................. 818.10 205.97 1,024.07 1,007.71 7.00 1,012.71
Texas ......................... 88.49 2,759.30 2,847.79 71.29 103.93 175.02
Virginia

! - . - 1
4,000.60 2.55 4,003.15 5,762.50 3.46 5,765.96

i ’o ta l s ................ i J31.849.87
1

1 6.083.57 $37,933.44 133,201.39 $ 5,65047 $38,851.66



SMOTHERING THE SOUL UNDER THE CLUTTER OF
PROGRESS.

SIR RABINDRANATH TAGORE, an East-Indian Bage, recently made an address 
in Japan in which he severely arraigned the modem industrial civilization, as 
quoted in the Boston Transcript He compared his own rppld and luxurious
journey from India to Japan with the great difficulty with which Buddhist monks 
had accomplished the same Journey long ago, and said: “While the means of 
communication are multiplying fast, communication itself is_ diminishing Hi 
reality." ‘

Pressing his idea, he declared that men to-day “have the same signs of the 
push and pull of the rotating machine-wheels of the present age. They have 
a curiosity for the superficial details, but no love for the real person. They 
are satisfied with the unessentials, because these can be gathered easily and 
got rid of as soon, as these can be handled and sorted and swept away in the 
dust-bin with as little loss of time as possible.”

It will be observed that Sir Rabindranath is a poet-philosopher. As a resi
dent of almost the only country on earth in which current civilization still 
affords a fair opportunity for meditation and reflection, his observations are 
of peculiar interest. i

"Everything must make room for the next ephemera," he continues; "the 
shock of sensations has to be carried on, and the men who have no time to lose 
must be amused in a hurry. They try to break chips off the permanent for 
making playthings for the temporary. Man now has to be reached through 
the barriers of time, .not of space. Man’s heart is squandering its strength in 
ita craving for the dram-drinking of sensationalism—pitifully asking for lta 
continual doses of fresh news and fresh noise—losing its healthy taste for food 
in its insatiable thirst for stimulants.”

This far-away observer speaks with Incisive force on the tendency of modem 
civilization to cover up the souls of men in the clutter and parade of material 
progress. Sir Rabindranath Is not a Christian. But, though his Buddhist reli
gion fails in providing a dynamic adequate to offset the ills which he deplores, 
he certainly shows a  mind to grasp and a heart to feel the pathetic failure of 
the rush of our new civilization ever to catch up with the deeper needs of 
men. In fact, the faster we go the more difficult it seems for us to keep ac
quainted with the inner life of men, the more personality seems to be barri
caded from observation behind the mountain of affairs and Incidents which our machine-made civilization heaps up.

We have recently heard It asserted by several school men that it Is becoming 
Increasingly difficult to get college students to study. Bom Into a world of 
speed and noise and the careering wheel, they have Imbibed the habit of living 
In the ephemeral show or the passing hour. The sensational scream of the 
newspaper, the speeding automobile, the ten-thrills-for-a-dime moving pictures', 
have begun to show their influence In the lessened power and disposition of 
these youth for sustained thought. If completer surveys confirm this conten
tion, it will be a terrible arraignment against our speed-mad surface-living civilization. ’ •
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We were Journeying in an automobile with some friends. Our proposed trip 

for the day 'w as 173 miles, and we were making it without trouble. Came a 
puncture in the tire, on annoyance our luxury-providing day has not yet found

up the troublesome wheel, unscrewed 
in a few minutes were speeding on

an invention to overcome. We ’'Jacked" 
the rim, and, norlcea though we were, 
again. Every minute we were working wo nervously looked at the watch, won
dering how mlich time we would lose and bow it would influence the itinerary 
for tho day.

From one side of the road stretched away a field of dark gTeen cotton. Be
yond that, reaching over a hill, was a field of com, the blades of which whis
pered musically in the breexe. From a valley bard by came the plaintive melody 
of Negro laborers, making toll glad by song, while their hoes cut the grass 
and their impact against the little flint stones rang out. Yonder was an oak 
forest and there an old pine field, from which came the caw of mischievous 
crows. From an unseen pasture came the tinkle of a cow bell. All around was 
beauty and nature called to us with a score of sweet voices, if we could only 
have heard. ,

But we could not hear, or, hearing, were unwilling to give heed. For the 
time being our souls were pretty well hammered down into a something made 
up of 173 miles and ten hours. Other things might flit by, but only miles and 
hours remained.
j Constituted Christianity has been standing some terrible strains recently. 

The Idea of a larger social efficiency has pressed urgently for incorporation 
Into a program. The union church propaganda has cried aloud with a thousand 
voices and on a million pages. Scientific scholasticism has gotten weak at the 
knees, in some institutions, as to the deity of our Lord. Beginning with their 
sapient imagining that perhaps .Jesus was the natural son of Joseph, they 
trumpet their evil dream to the world as a fact proven beyond doubt, and save 
themselves from being forever cast out by adding that Jesus has "the value of 
deity." Which is to say, these blind guides are anti-Christ

The erratic bark of human wisdom will continue to be broken against the 
everlasting Book of Ages. But meantime, civilization has reached a culmina
tion of material greatness and of machine-made progress of which mankind 
never dreamed. We have no chart from history wherewith to direct our course. 
Strange and unknown cross currents and winds buffet us at every knot of our 
progress. The East-Indian seer sees that we are in a treacherous sea and 
sounds the alarm.

There Is One who is sufficient to guide men in our new day. Our one hope 
of preserving the sight and hearing of the soul, In the midst of the noise and 
screaming color of our New Civilization, is that we shall learn from Him how 
not to become color-blind in our souls. He knows. He will show us the way, 
if we will let him. Will we? Are we ready to humble ourselves with all our 
possessions before him, that we may learn of him bow to live In a day which 
pitifully thirsts for stimulants, so as to maintain unimpaired our appetite for 
the sustaining Bread of Life?

We are not pessimistic. The intense life of the present will be the best life, 
ir our 4ouIs are big enough to dominate Its swelling material bounty to spiritual 
ends. But woe unto the religion that remains static, and to the Christian who 
jthlnks In terms or luxury for himseir, but has only dimes for God and human 
welfare! A generation ago churches could drowse and yet not die. They can 
not do it now: they must live their religion as well as "get religion.” There 
are great spiritual possibilities for us today, if we are big enough of soul. Other
wise the souls of men will be smothered under the elutter Of material progress.

;
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A GREAT WORD FROM MR. MOTT.
JOHN R. MOTT is recognised as a  Christian statesman, but we doubt if he 
ever said a wiser, m ore incisive thing than the follow ing:

**An alarming weakness among Christians la that wo are produc
ing Christian activities faster than we are producing Christian ex
perience and Christian faith; that the discipline o f our souls and 
the deepening acquaintance with our God are not proving sufficiently 
thorough to enable us to meet the unprecedented expansion o f op
portunity and responsibility o f our generation."

Mr. Mott has himself been a great leader and Inspirer or new activities, but 
we all the m ore welcom e these words from him. Material civilization has quick
ened its pace about ten-fold in the last generation. When Its sensational ad
vance was well under way, Christian bodies bethought themselves that they too 
must do things to keep up.

They were partially right. Relatively they were asleep In spreading Christ's 
Kingdom. They needed to be more active, but first and most they needed a 
great spiritual awakening, that the activities might be nurtured In much faith and 
not bom  o f man's wisdom.

But o f man’s wisdom in religion we have had much, very much recently. 
There is “ efficiency,”  many movements (which mostly have not m oved), much 
talk o f saving the world in a generation, talk o f organic union o f Christian bodies, 
and so forth. Though these things invariably set themselves forth in the name 
o f a deeper piety, the cloak o f Jacob usually does not hide the voice o f  Ebuu.

Much as we now need m ore capable activities and more o f them, w e need 
a hundred-fold m ore a deeper consecration on the part o f all the people o f  God. 
The sleepers must first be aroused to s e e ‘ and know God, not to do som e
thing for God. If they can be brought to Bee and know him, they Bhall then 
really do great exploits for him.

W e rejoice in the words o f Mr. MotL They are a clarion call to all such as 
have been nervous to do something big and quickly, but have somehow not seem 
ed to arrive beyond the stage o f fault-finding in explanation o f their failures.

r -

THE LITERACY TEST.
IT IS SAID that the dem ocratic caucus at Washington has decided to sidestep 
a vote on the new immigration bill, which Includes the literary test, until after 
the national election is over. It is claimed that there are enough votes In 
Congress to put the bill through over President W ilson’s anticipated veto, and 
it Is legitim ate to conclude that the Democrats wish to save the President from  
the odium o f having to go before the country for re-election after having a sec
ond time vetoed an immigration bill containing a literacy test.

W e fail to see that this move is even good politics; it will certainly not com 
mend itself to  that great body of citizens who expect statesmanship o f their 
President and representatives in Congress, rather than such apparent effort to 
throw sand in the eyes o f the people.

The chief opponents o f the literacy test are the Roman Catholics, w ho by 
loading down 'Am erica with ignorant adherents from foreign countries, expect 
to  1 make Am erica Catholic ’— an ambition which thfs covert rellglo-polltlcal 
schem er o f  the ages now openly boasts.

W e regret to see among some evangelicals an apparent disposition to discredit 
efforts to teach the people what a dangerous political power Romanism Is. 
These amiable brethren usually discourse upon the prejudice which they claim
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their brother-evangelicals show in inveighing against the Catholic religion. W e 
make bold to say that they entirely miss the point, it is generally conceded by 
the opponents o f perverse Romanist activities in politics that Catholics have 
the same right to their religious faith as the rest o f us have.

very Constitution, to seek to get control of the civil government to use it for 
their own ends and against the religious liberty o f others.

That Is what they are by every means at their command seeking to do. They 
arc no longer even careful to keep their purpose out o f sight. In the face of 
this, we can scarcely be patient when brethren with an air o f superior under
standing and breadth o f sympathy express their lament at others for attacking . 
the Catholic religion.'

W ithin recent years a number o f patriotic papers have arisen with the avowed 
nuroose o f fighting political Romanism. The greatest o f there is the Menace 

ra, Missouri, with the Immense circulation o f 1,500,000. An effort was

o f  the hierarchy resort to -su ch  expedients to put opponents out of business, 
and the natural inference will not improbably be found to be the correct one.

The Menace and the other patriotic papers which oppose political Romanism, 
hgve the Bame right to do so that any other paper has to oppose any other school 
o f politics, and we rejoice that they are doing i t  Their methods would not 
suit a religious paper, but they do suit a paper whose one ob ject is to teach 
the public about a great political menace.

President W ilson In connection with his fdrm er veto said that the literacy 
test would keep out som e good unlettered people. This was the substance o f his 
published reasons for the veto. Of course it will. No human law Is able to 
operate absolutely for the equal well being o f everybody. The question is 
whether the law will be best for the great mass o f American citizens. In all 
his utterances we have never known our President to present another argu
ment to the public as lame as this. In trying to keep us out o f the European 
war. he says: “ Am erica first.”  In refusing to sign the literacy test Immigra
tion bill he says, “ The unknown European first, who may possibly, though not 
probably, m ake a good American citizen, though unlettered.”

Am erica requires her own citizens to educate their children. W e spend hun
dreds o f millions annually. W e do well. .Still an unlettered American knows 
American traditions and probably loves his country. But, says Mr. W ilson in 
ofTect, do not shuot out ignorant aliens, who know nothing about and care noth
ing for our Institutions, for among the bad ones, who will surely be a liability, 
you might possibly shut the door o f hope in the face o f a good one!

W e have never understood Mr. W ilson ’s persistent opposition to the literacy 
test. He thunders against hyphenated Americans, but seems to wish to keep 
wide open thq door by which m ore may be made. Is this man whom the country 
has so  generally received as being great all the way through, simply playing 
cheap politics In his determined opposition to the literacy test in the immigra
tion bill? Taft and Roosevelt shied at this bill, vetoed it. Now W ilson does 
the same in opposition to the evident will o f the large m ajority o f patriotic 
Americans. Is there a covert influence at work too sinister to bear the light 
o f public knowledge? If so the country has a right to know about It. W e con
fess we have.been unable to square this performance o f the President with his

But C atholics 'have no right in a country founded on religious liberty In its

recently made to blow up the plant o f this paper. The proof is not in hand 
that It was a Romanist Tlot. but there is abundant evidence that the agents

other known acts.



ONE FLOCK, MANY FOLDS.
TH E ARTICLE ELSEW HERE, "Shall W e Continue to be M ethodists?" by Dr.
G. Frederick W ells, o f Tyringhnm, Mays., affords an instructive sidelight on 
the value o f  denominational loyalty, which we are glad to publish. A  copy of 
the article was furnished the editor by Dr. W ells for his own perusal, but we 
have secured the author’s permission to publish it. r

Dr. W ells was a sotaetlme official o f the Federal Council o f Churches, and 
is a  prominent officer o f the Northern Methodist body; therefore his utterances 
on the question o f the difficulties which confronted the union church In actual 
demonstration, are o f unusual interest and value. It will be seen that he 
earnestly pleads for church union, but when it com es to such actual dem on
strations as he gives, each effort he shows to have been a failure.

H e tells o f an effort to com bine a Methodist church with two Congregational 
churches and another to combine a Methodist and a Baptist church. He shows 
that each effort failed and why It failed. Approaching the subject from  the 
standpoint o f a Methodist, he says that the principle o f connectionallsm , as 
held by Methodists, was destroyed.

He thus goes to the heart of the whole trouble with the union church idea. 
Certain things are held as principles by one participant body which are held 
as matters o f  policy by another. Baptists hold rigidly to the principles o f soul- 
liberty, immersion, and the baptism o f believers only. Up to date they have 
been unable to get their brethren of any other Christian body to accept all these 
principles. Other bodies usually regard Baptists as very strict and som e o f 
them discredit us for the tenacity with which we hold to these principles.

There is no question at all we have more o f unity o f spirit with all the people 
o f God in that attitude o f heart and mind which makes us cling to the Scriptural 
principle, than we could possibly have if we weakly and amiably sacrificed prin
ciple for the sake o f an outward, organic union.

The above seems to us fundamental and so evidently true that It gives co lor 
to our entire attitude to the propositions which are made for church union. It 
is hard for us to think that men are quite sincere when they make their urgent 
preachments for organic church union, but entirely Bidestep the fact that this 
can only be brought about by the violation o f the consciences o f earnest people 
o f God in the various Christian bodies. Dr. W ells was clearly grieved at the 
way his Methodist brethren suffered in those efforts at formal union. Putting 
ourself in  h is-place, we think he had a right to be. W e do not believe in his 
principle o f connectionallsm, but it is a principle to a great and noble body of 
the Lord’s people. Really there is, we think, more o f the unity o f  the spirit 
which is o f Christ in respecting as sacred that which our brethren in Christ 
hold to be sacred, than we would have if we sought by political schem ing and 
sarcasm to  violate their consciences.

Yet it is probable that the effort of those Baptists and Congregationallsts to 
win the Methodists from connectionallsm in their union organization, was so  
persistent and troublesome for the very reason that these historic advocates 
o f a congregational polity, regarded the independence o f the local church  as a 
principle which they must conserve. If they had had less conviction they could 
have gotten along better with the Methodists. If the Methodists had had less 
conviction they could have gotten along better with the advocates o f local con 
t r o l  Because they had convictions, they had trouble In trying to get along in 
the same organization.

One o f two things we will have to do to get constituted Christianity Into one 
organic body. W e must give up any convictions wherein we may differ, or we 
must com e to see alike as to all the teachings o f the Scriptures. .W e  do not yet 
see alike, and may the Lord deliver us from that kind of religious faith which
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Dr. H. R. Bernard,

THE HOME FIELD
Accommodates itself to expediency, to convenience, and to the applause or the
World.

It is probable that those local churches would have had too much common 
nenBO over to have tried to form a union church had not the wise men o f the 
world and the religious experts ding-donged them Into it. W e are not surprised 
that they made a mess o f it. May we all seek to have more of unity o f spirit. 
W ith that and with an abiding reverence for the teaching o f God’s W ord we 
will be fellow-helpers In the Kingdom and will be o f one flock, though we may 
remain in different folds.

A GREAT SOUL HAS GONE.
BORN IN ROBERTSON COONTY. 
Tennessee, January 25, 1843, a loyal 
soldier o f Lee through four fearful 
years, a loving, trusting, unafraid 
soldier o f Christ from  boyhood to 
the hour in which he went away, a 
great soul has taken its flight from 
among Georgia Baptists, and the 
little group o f denominational 
workers In Atlanta, who sometimes 
foregather from their tasks for an 
hour o f fellowship, has lost Its 
choicest spirit in the death o f Dr.
H. R. Bernard, at the Baptist Hos
pital on August 13.

! His last m essage to his brethren 
w as: “ The Lord reigns; be faith
ful, It is worth while." It was like 
him, it was the w ay he lived. In 
Georgia a teacher and then a rail
way superintendent for years, he 
later became a Baptist from con
viction, having been a Presbyte
rian, and a minister o f Christ at 
the call o f God. Pastor o f country 
churches, which throve under his 
guiding hand. Interested worker In 
the denomination, at his call more 

than once the denomination adjusted Its activities to better methods. Editor of 
a forceful Baptist monthly for awhile, be became Auditor o f the Georgia Board of 
Missions about eight years ago and Secretary or the State Committee o f Co-opera
tion. -

In his work he was capable and exact, In his manners gentle, frank, and re
fined; In his .heart tender, forgiving, and fearless; in his Intellect bright, stim u-; 
latlng, suggestive; to have known him Is to feel under obligation here or in 
any lit medium o f the brotherhood, to set down words o f appreciation o f him. 
To this editor he was as a father or elder brother. Much of the best we have 
written cam e from suggestions drawn from his conversations.

His home was at Athens, where his beloved wife had passed away only a 
few weeks before his own going. There they took him to be burled. Faithful



children there are who mourn him. W e crave the privilege o f m ingling our 
tears w ith tle irs .

The world m oves on. The big city In which he labored does not seem to know ; 
it never does. But a princely spirit in the Kingdom of God has laid down his 
tasks and departed. May the mantle of his gentleness and love and loyalty and 
unwavering Talth and fearless manhood, which seemed only to ripen with the 
burden o f years— may it fall upon us who knew him and who"loved him, because 
w e took note that he had sat much at the feet o f the Master and had learned of 
Trim, and in faith and loyalty may each o f us in the great spiritual body which 
he served faithfully and well and without any turning or wavering, in our last 
hours and in all the days till then be like unto him.

AS TO THE FORTHCOMING MAGAZINE CHANGE.
W E HIGHLY value the many expressions o f appreciation for the service  which 
The Home Field has rendered, which are com ing to us these days. Not a few  
o f  them are from some o f the most thoughtful and discriminating Baptist men 
and women in the South.

W e wish we could reproduce some of these letters in our column, but we 
do not deem it proper to publish that which might seem to call in question the 
wisdom o f  action which has been taken by the Convention. It is often desirable 
and sometimes necessary for the denominational papers to do this, but not for 
a mission magazine, which is the creature of one o f the Mission Boards, which 
are in turn the creatures o f the Convention. The child must not question the wis
dom o f its grandparent.

The next number o f The Home Field will be the last. The com bined mission 
magazine, which will be published by the Sunday School Board under the proba
ble name o f  Home and Foreign Fields, will make its appearance in Novem ber. 
Dr. L J. YanNass, the Editorial Secretary o f the Sunday School Board, has sent 
us a specimen page, which is o f  three type columns, slightly-m ore narrow than 
the narrow columns in The Home Field. The type-face is good and the page-size 
is eight and a half inches wide and twelve inches deep. W hile we do not know 
as well as we shall after some experience just what working reUtlon the Home 
Board shall sustain to  the new enterprise, (the responsibility and Initiative now 
passing to the Sunday-School Board) it is our purpose to foster and aid the new 
publication in every suitable way.

W e shall in the last number of The Home Field next month, hope to carry an 
announcement by the Sunday-School Board, setting forth to our subscribers what 
they are to  expect In the combined magazine. Meantime, every subscriber may 
feel assured the new enterprise will take care of his subscription. It will help 
if  friends will send on the subscribers to The Home Field during the next 
month— cheer the departing publication and help to give the new publication a 
good subscription list to start with.

Summer Assemblies.
SOMETIMES even in a religious paper one can get a bit o f poetic suggestion 
into his article-beading, and It is a variety for which the reader may well offer 
applause. Brother R. L. Day has an article In the Baptist New Mexican about 
som e summer encampments. Either he or Editor E. B. Atwood has set It forth 
as follow s across the top o f  the front page: "From Plney-Peaked Cloudcroft to
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Sunklssed Palacios.”  W e like that, albeit "sunklssed”  Is an adjective which 
during these recent months has not been o f exclusive application. “ Piney-Peak- 
ed C loudcroft," o f  New Mexico. W e would all like to go there! Texas Bap
tists are behind Palacios and have made It a great assembly place. The Baptist 
State Assem bly for young people Is now In successful operation In nearly every 
Southern State. So far we have, however, been far behind the other larger 
Christian bodies In inaugurating general assembly or summer institutes, and 
this is deplorable, and should be remedied.

Weasel Words.
W E A SE L W ORDS, we are told, are words that suck the life out o f the words 
next to them, like a weasel sucks an egg. Political platforms are cited as being 
the habitat o f m ore such words than the hole in the dltchbank is of weasels. 
But neither can other writers be allowed to escape. In our religious publica
tions editors and others have ever in the subconscious mind the brother out 
y on d er 'w h o  may misunderstand, w ho. may be offended and “ com e back”  In a 
rejoinder or, w orse still, keep silent and nurse a grievance. Hence our use of 
w easel words. The writer wishes he could plead. Not guilty! But he is afraid 
to try, lest som e .reader should take the time to look up our writings, and 
should com e back at him with sundry adjectival phases, which it could be argued 
w e used ad a convenient hole into which we might run If attacked, but which 
we assert w e only used that we might make our meaning more clear. Having 
this great new term to describe the writer who dodges by qualifying adjectives 
w hich suck the life out o f the substantives, may it be a lash to the conscience 
o f  every writer o f  us to avoid “ weasel words.”

A Great Home Mission Article.
LONG ARTICLES are usually taboo in this magazine and in our religious papers. 
But, If we are to serve a thinking people and substantially stimulate their 
thoughts by presenting big ideas, we must occasionally depart from the brevity 
rule,, Such an article is that by Secretary Joseph E. M cAfee o f the Northern 
Presbyterian Home Board, which will be found elsewhere. It thrills us so that 
w e wish we had power to get every Baptist In the South to read It W e trust 
no reader o f The Home Field will neglect to do. W e have also in our mind, 
particularly In our mind, every Baptist preacher. A man who will read and digest 
this article will have the making o f a great Home Mission sermon ready to hand, 
and will be stimulated to good preaching, If there Is any "preach”  in him. The 
article form s a chapter in Mr. M cAfee’s great book on Home Missions,’ "M issions 
Sticking Hom e”  which may be had through us at Beventy-five cents.

-A Crisis Which Baptists Confront.
TH E ^lOME MISSION BOARD collects and expends Home Mission money for 
Southern Baptists. Our needs are great and our pleas are urgent. W e see 
no prospect that w e shall be able to stop making our requests known in earnest 
language and often. At the same time we realize that not only Baptists but 
other Christian bodies are In grave danger in their Mission Boards o f chanting 
money, money, until even the patient and faithful are weary, though the great 
mass o f unenlisted are still as deaf to the cry as if they had cotton In their 
ears. It is not that w e say too much about money, but that our denominational 
program says, understands and undertakes too little, far too little, o f that train
ing and enlargement which would lead our people to give gladly. It is a crisis 
we are up against and a large one. W e will not be done with it soon, for it la 
the outcom e o f  a long period o f unequalled evangelism, accompanied by as 
sm all a provision for religious teaching and instruction as ever characterized a 
large religious body in America. ___ .  . : *
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THE HOME FIELD

THAT MAKES BUSINESS FOR 
Advertiser* Manufacturers aid Printers

We make cute to llluetrate your printed matter, of buildings, letterheads, 

catalog Illustrations, advertisements, labels, trade-marks, maps and posters, in one 
and more colors.

Richmond, Va.

COLEMAN'S WORLD FAMED SONG BOOKS

h b c  C te k h u t
930X0 per hundred, carriage extra 

s.oo per dozen
Single copy SO ctz. postpaid.

112X0 per hundred, carriage extra 
2X0 per dcden 
Single copy 90 eta. postpaid.

WORLD EVANGEL •• NEW EVANGEL
(Published In ISIS) *  *  (Published In 1911)

A bout 1250.000 o r  these two books now In circulation and heavy sales continue.
rrk*E LhapCWk. Prim: Goti Beard.

115.00 per hundred, carriage extra 135.00 per hundred, carriage extra
2X0 per dozen “  "  1 iXO per dozen
sing le  cop y  25 ctz. postpaid.___________________Single cop y IS cts. postpaid.

All Bookt in round ar »hap*d notit. Round not** **nf o n / , , ,  o<Arrtri*« t p t c i f i t c

SEND ORDERS TO
BAPTIST BOOK CONCERN. «5 0  South Fourth Avenue, LOUISVILLE. KY.

ROUND TRIP FARES
A T L A N T A  T O

N E W  YORK
m  GOOD 30 DAYS, All rail,

«P O L • X V / Going and Returning same route.
A n n  m * G O O D  60  D A Y S , Going by 
•P OZj* L D Rail, Returning by  W ater.
a  n n  tLf\ ^ O O D  60 D A Y S , Going via 
•P • O v l  Cincinnati, Returning via

W ashington, or v ice versa.

S O U T H E R N  R A I L W A Y
R. L. BAYLOR, D. P. A ., Atlanta.



BAPTIST MISSIONS IN THE SOOTH
Being the Story of How Baptists in the South H ive Grown as a Saving Force 

from the Colonial Period to the Present Time.

W RITTEN by Victor L  Masters, Editor of Home Board 
Publications, at the instance of the State Secretaries and 
under the joint auspices of the State and Home Mission 
Boards, this new work promises to fill an important place 
in Mission Study which has not heretofore been supplied. 
Historical in method, it itf a sympathetic interpretation of 
how Baptists in the South brought their saving impact to 
bear upon society from the Colonial Period to the present 
time. A  great religious body is a living organism. On 
its human side it is the &um total result of all the forces 
which conditioned and made it. Therefore the minister 
and the student and teacher must gain knowledge of how 
to serve wisely the present.by conversing with the past. 
Read a few of the hearty commendations of this book:

DR. B. F. RILEY, Birmingham, Alabama: "It  Inw rought with admirable skill, scien
tific balance, and an adjustment of parts most apt. The enthusiasm which the author 
brought to the work is clearly undisguised. Its trace Is on every page. Ha was thor
oughly and earnestly In lore with his subject. For one. I prise highly the valuable 
volume. In character unique. In comprehensiveness rare, yet In detail most remarkable, 
end true throughout to historic (act, the manual la worthy or all praise. The work Is 
well done, the denomination 'benefited, and the author Is worthy o f all honor.**
DR. F. M. McCONNELL, Superintendent of the Department o f Evangelism, Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary: "Your book Is a splendid one. It will do a  great deal 
o f good, and If others are affected by It Uke I was. they will be Intensely Interested. The 
work snows everywhere outcroppings of a  perfect mine o f fascinating history.**
DR. J. F. LOVE, Corresponding Secretary, Foreign Mission Board. Richmond. Virginia: 
"You have succeeded in a  singular degree In making unusually entertaining reading 
out of a  statement o f facts. The book will admirably serve Its purpose as a Mission 
Study manual, but It Is also a most Informing and readable piece of missionary litera
ture. Instructive as it Is, 1 found Its reading an agreeable pastime.- The entertaining 
quality the author haa Imparted to the pages o f The Home Field has slipped into the 
pages o f the book and makes the thoroughly Instructive work at the same time pleasant 
reading." ? '
DR. J. W . GILLON, Corresponding Secretary of the Tennessee Board r f  Missions: "I 
havs read with interest, yes. with Increasing Interest, every page from first to last. It 
Is an admirable contribution to our denominational history. You have done a  good Job." 
DR. W. H. YOUNG, pastor at Thomson, Georgia: *1  am ‘dee-lighted.* This book 
promises to be of more actual service In arousing the missionary motive than any l  havs 
seen; far more so than the books now used In study classes.”
DR. E. B. ATWOOD, Secretary for New Mexico, In The Baptist New Mexican: "It la the 
strongest volume that has been issued by the Home Board and should be read by every 
Baptist. T h e s t o r y o ft h e  struggles of our fathers for religious liberty, the conflict. The 

Vi® *ua^'a a ° f D1® missionary idea, and the call o f the future, big with p o r t -  
? re. V?? hearts o f Southern Baptists. It will make an Inspiring and heip- 

fF  £  every pastor in New Mexico will organise a class forthe study of this delightful volume.
D^- J*- D. BURROUGHS, Educational Secretary of the Sunday 8chool Board: .  __
book.f° rT h ?  SfJ bl£“ lnf  ,whlch h*ve come to me personally from reading t
^  f e .  InterMtlng; V1® m#u,0<l o f presentation wall adap
r V j~ e .* B5eraJ ®̂ad.er *^d especially so to students who use ft as a  text-book. Apart 

5 5 ?  missionary Information it contains, the. book is worth while for the light it sheds on the romantic story o f Southern history and development."
£5*ndR  £>' 1Secretary o f the Kentucky Board o f Missions: "I
oucht t h* rd I™1, 11 down wh*° one® I had begun to read. Itoutfit to hare a  largo sale. I am sure it will do great good. You have done your work

o  State Secretaries are ordering this book by the hundred. The Pioneer
Band of Students at the Louisville Seminary formed the first class to study it  
is  a text-book, and express themselves as pleased.

Two hundred and forty pages, attractively printed and bound.. Cloth 60 
cents, paper 35 eents, with five cents extra for postage.

BAPTIST HOME MISSION BOARD, Atlanta, Georgia

I thank 
this 
ted
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