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EVANGELISTIC STAFF

W. W. Hamilton, Supt., Atlanta, Ga.

PREACHERS—B. B. Bailey, Shelbyville, Ky.; A. F. Beddoe,
R. F. D. No. 2, Box 325-C., Dallas, Texas; Robert Lee Cole,
Lufkin Texas: Wm. F. Frazier, 610 E. Elm. St, Springfield, Mo.;
W. L. Head, 265 Lawton St., Atlanta, Ga.: E. J. Isenhower, Walnut
Grove. Ala.: J. A. Maples, Altus, Okla.; J. E. McManaway, Green-
ville, S. C.; W. C. McPherson, 1314 Greenwood Ave., Nashville,
Tenn.: C. A. Owens, 328 W. College, Dacatur, Ga.; E. S. Pool,
Hattiesburg, Miss.; W. J. Ray, 822. N. 43rd St. Birmingham, Ala.;
T. 0. Reese, Marbury, Ala.; J. A. Scott, 1263 W. Main St., Okla-
homa City, Okla.; G. C. Smith, 610 Barton Ave.. Richmond, Va.;
Herman T. Stevens, 715 Keogh St., Greensboro, N. C.;-N. R.
Stone, Laurel, Miss.: T. Joe Talley, 1800 S. 10th St., Waco, Texas;
L. O. Vermillion, Tularosa, New Mexico; L. C. Wolfe, 4834 Terry
St., Dallas, Tex.; Raleigh Wright, Greenville, Tex.; J. W. Michaels,
Fort Smith, Ark. (Missionary to Deaf).

SINGERS—J. L. Blankenship, 423 S. Clinton Ave., Dallgas. Tex.;
J. P. Carter, Hendersonville, N. C.; C. C. Elsey, Aurora, Mo.;
W. C. Grindle, 39 St. Charles Ave., Atlanta, Ga.; J. D. Hoffman,
46 W. Pine St., Atlanta, Ga.; Jas. W. Jelks, Macon, Ga.; E. G. John-
ston, 909 47th St., N. Birmingham, Ala.; A. E. Lynch, Durham,
N. C.: W. P. Martin, 454 Victoria Ave., Lynchburg, Va.; Chas. 0.
Miller, Sherman, Tex.; E. A. Patterson, 1905 Alois St., Birming-
ham, Ala.; P. S. Rowland, 25 St. Clair, St., Newnan, Ga.; Jesse T.
Williams, 304 Cheney St., East Point, Ga.; Harry P. Wootan, 45
Pearce St., Atlanta, Ga.

NEGRO EVANGELISTS—Richard Carroll, Columbia, S. C.,
A. A. Mathis, 341 W. Fair St., Atlanta, Ga.; W. M. Nix, 2943
Ellis Ave., Chicago, Il

ENLISTMENT WORKERS

Dr. O. E. Bryan, Supt., Atlanta, Ga.

ALABAMA—S. R. Love, Vina; W. M. Olive, J. T. Roberts,
C. T. Starkey, T. E. Steeley, Gaylesville.

ARKANSAS—A. H. Autry, Little Rock; T. C. Burrell, Mountain
Home; E. J. A. McKinney, Little Rock. }

FLORIDA—John F. Gable, Gainesville; J. L. Hampton, Tampa;
A. A. Holmes, Orlanda; W: R. Lambert, Madison.

GEORGIA—W. H. Barrett, Chipley; G. E. Bryan, Riddleville;
G. F. Clark, Norman Park; A. M. D gan,\Cochran: J. Fred Eden,
Toccoa; W. Y. Hunt, Clarksville; J. C.'Mays, Macon; J. W.
O’Hara, Cartersville; W. F. West, Thompson. .

ILLINOIS—Chas. Bersche, Pinckneyville; J. S. Bright, Fair-
field: W. A. Fuson, Casey; G. L. Huggins, Marshall; H. C. Mitch-
ell, Marion; E. W. Reeder, East St. Louis; L. L. Smoot, Marion;
R. H. Tharp, DuQuoin; L. Tucker, Harrisburg.
s|=aOHISIANA—D. T. Brown, Mansfield;

e - .

MISSISSIPPI—W. R. Drummond, Columbia; J. R. G. Hewlett,
Charleston; A. R. Kimbrough, Blue Mountain; N. T. McLaurin,
Utica: A. L. O'Brian, B. Simmons; N. T. Tull. :

MISSOURI—E. L. Huckle, Bolivar.

NORTH CAROLINA—C. W. Blanchard, New Bern; W. H.
Eller, Greenshoro; J. J. Gentry, Ashville; N. S. Hampton,
Pinola; A. 1. Justice, Hendersonville.

OKLAHOMA—J. L. Bandy, Shawnee; C. H. Carleton, McAles-
ter; C. M. Curb, Nash; E. A. Howard, Oklohama City; G: R.
Naylor, Shawnee; J. M. Wiley, Muskogee. .

SOUTH CAROLINA—J. Furman, Moore, Greenville; C. J.
Thompson, Columbia;, W. M. Walker, Calhoun; B. J. Woodward,
_Charleston.

TENNESSEE—R. E. Corum, Johnson City; J. H. Hubbard,
Franklin; J. l;l Sharp, Knoxville; W. Stone Woadward, Orlinda. |

Dr. B. C. Hening, Supt., Ft;reigners, Indians and Negroes.

- FOREIGNERS

FLORIDA—Tampa: [talians—G. V. Romano, Pastor; Misses
aam;ie H. Taylor; Martha A. Dabney; Kate McLure; Mary

unter.

FLORIDA—Tampa: Cubans—J. G. Chastain, Pastor; Mrs.
Bettie Hoke Mitchell; Mrs. Emily Black,; Mrs. J. M. Mabry,
Birdie Lou Clark.

ILLINOIS—Misses Olive and Irene Douard, East St. Louis
Miss Ruth Erkman, Harrisburg; Miss Mary E. Kelly, Christopher;
Miss Madge Ramsey, West Frankfort; E. W. Reeder, East St.
Louis; Mrs. Maude W. Southall, Harrisburg.

VIRGINIA—Nonie Gravett, Norfolk.

OKLAHOMA—Pascal Arpaio, Pastor, Krebs; Miss Amy B.
Crowder, McAlester.

CUBA—Domingo Hernandez, Ismael Negrin, Heriberto Rod-
riguez, Enrique Niggemann, Arturo Curujedo, Eugenia Lazo,
Fernando Pando.

,LAMONG SWEDES—C. H. Ekblad, Silverhill, Ala.; C. F.
Wabhlberg, Groveland, Fla.

~

L]

Spurgeon Wingo,

MISSIONARY WORKERS OF THE HOME MISSION BOARD

TEXAS—Mexicans: Dr. C. D..Danlel.tG1 503 East Rirande St.
El Paso, A. Velez, El Paso; Misses Lilly Mae Woeatherford,
Gladys McClanahan, Josefina Rodriguez,; Francisco Banda, San
Marcus:.Policarpo Barro, San Antonio; P. C. Bell, Austin; Mrs,
P. C. Bell, Austin; Gregoria Garcla, San Marcos; Matias Garcia.
Kerrville; Victor Gonzales, Waco; F. A. Hernandez, Cameren;
A. M. Lopez, 6an Marcos; Carolyn Miller,. Waco; Santos P. Mire-
les, Dallas; Geo. B. Mixin, Brownsville, . W. Newbrough, Har-
lingen; L. Ortis, Uvalde; Silvestre Rios) San Angelo, Box 645;
Moises Robledo, Mission; Donato Ruiz, Laredo; E. Sepulveda,
San Antonio; Mrs. Nations Smith, Kerrville, Miss Jewel Wester-
man, Austin; Wm. Ybarro, Bryan. P‘. B. Pettipas, Beaumont
(Among French.) .

NEW MEXICO—Miguel Chaparro, Roswell; A. N. Porter,
Alamogordo; Pedro Suarez, Alamogordo; J. G. Sanchez, Albu-
uarjqu3l.

INDIANS '

Dr. E. D. Cameron, Field Worker, Henryetta, Okiahoma.

MISSISSIPPI—(Among Choctaws): J. E. Arnold, Union.

NORTH CAROLINA— (Among Cherokees): J. N. Lee, Cherokee.

OKLAHOMA—B. Attebery, Pawnee; C. W. Burnett, Pawhus-
ka: Miss Grace Clifford, Pawhuska; Robt. Hamilton, Shawnee;
Wm. Harris, (Among Sac and Fox); Miss Mary P. Jayne, Paw-
nee: Mrs. Nannie Alley (Interpreter).

SEAMEN, SOLDIERS AND MARINES—-Captain Karl Frost,
Jacksonville, Fla.; Rufus E. Holder, Baltimore; J. S. Sowers,
Baltimore.
~ SPECIAL WORKERS—R. D. Wilson, Galveston, Tex.; Grover
Musick, Clintwood, Va.; M. C. Lunsford, Key West; W. R. Rigell,
Sheffield; N. O. Patterson, Tuscumbia; Miss Clara McCorkle,
Florence; W. R. Rickman, Pocahontas.

AMONG JEWS—Jacob Gartenhaus, Altanta, Ga.

MOUNTAIN SCHOOLS—A. E. Brown, Superintendent, West
Asheville, N. C.; R. L. Creal, Assistant. .

SANATORIUM—H. F. Vermillion, Supt., El Paso, Tex.

NEGROES ’

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION—W. F. Lovelace, Cor-
responding Secretary, Wynne, Ark.; and the following general
missionaries: Willlam Collier, Memphis, Tenn.; A. D. Hurt,
Nashville, Tenn,; Wm. Howard, Darlington, S. C.; Geo. W.
Hampton, Anchorage, Ky.; Thos. P. Hilliard, Texarkana, Ark.;
J. W. Jackson, Atlanta, Ga.; W. L. Jeffries, Selma, Ala.; N. S.
Hampton, Dallas, Tex.; E. B. Topp, Jackson, Miss.; G. D. McGru-
der, Union, La.; G. P. McKinney, Live Oak, Fla.; J.'W. Perkins,

N.N. Nealey, James W. Gibson.

NEW ERA WORKERS—Virginia: William Counsis, A. L. Brent,
M. T. Boone, ;P. F. Morris, Wm. Harris; A. L. Johnson; G. E.
Reed, J. Goins, Kansas City, Mo., C. C. Phillips, Golconda, Ill.,
H. E. McWilliams, Chicago, H1l.

INSTITUTES AND COLLEGES—C. O. Boothe, Chattanooga,
Tenn.: J. H. Gadson, Rome, Ga., J. P. Garrick, Sumter, S. C.;
E. D. Hildreth, Selma, Ala.; A. F.‘ Owens, Selma, Ala.

Field Worker: Miss Emma Leachman, Atlanta, Ga.

CUBAN WORKERS

M.N. McCall, Supt., Havana; Rev. and Mrs. A. Alfonso, Matan-
zas: Rev. and Mrs. Rene Alfonso, Guanabacoa; Rev.” Romano
Aroche, Havana; Rev. and Mrs. Edeimiro Becerra, Trinidad;
Miss Luella Bell, Havana; Rev. and Mrs. A. T. Bequer, Cienf.egos;
Rev. and Mrs. A. U. Cabrera, Havana; Rev. and Mrs. E. Calejo,
Arriete; Rev. and Mrs. M. A. Calleiro, Cardenas; Rev. and Mrs.
M. M. Caliejo, Santa Clara; Rev. and Mrs. V. B. Clark, Vibora;
Rev. and Mrs. Josd.Carenno, Guanajay; Rev. and Mrs. F. J. De
Armas, Cruces; Rev. G. De Gardenas, Pinar del Rio; Rev. and Mrs.
Benigna Diaz, Sagua fa Grande Rev and Mrs. Antonio Echavar-
ria, Arroyo Apolo Rev, and Mrs. P. E. Echavarria. Camajuanie
Rev. and Mrs. Rafael Fraguela, Cumanayagua; Miss Christine
Garnett, Santa Clara Rev. Ignacio Guerra, Espiranza; Rev. Jacobo
Gonzalas, Consolacion del Sur; Miss Bessie Harrel, Havana;
Miss Reitha Hight, Cardenas; Rev. and Mrs. R. R. Machado,
Matanzas Miss Mildred Matthews, Rev. and Mrs. W. B. Miller,
Havana: Rev. and Mrs. J. J. Negrin, Batabano; Rev. Angelo
Pinelo, San Adres; Rev. and Mrs. Emillio Planos, Palmira; Rev.
and Mrs. M. R. Ponce, Cuban-American College, Havana; Miss
Edelmira Robinson, Havana; Rev. and Mrs. A. S. Rodriguez,
Havana, Rev. and Mrs. J. F. Rodriguez, Havana; F. Santana,
Guane; Miss Kathryn Sewell, Santa Clara; Manuel Turneo, San
Juany Martinez.

CANAL ZONE—Rev. M. F. Roberts, Balboa Heights; Rev.

Stephen Witt, Gatun.
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How Much Do You Care?

For many, Christmas means an orgy of spending. How can a Baptist waste a dollar in useless buy-
ing at a time like this, when the Home Mission Board is staggering under a million dollar debt, when
the Forcign Board is being foreed to curtail its work, when the State Mission Boards are pleading for
help? How can a Christian waste the Lord’s money when a million and a half people are starving and
freczing in Russin? Turn to page 14, and as you read this appeal may conscience and compassion con-
spire to make you respond with sacrificial generosity to make this truly a ‘‘white Christmas.”’

— ———
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THE -MISSIONARY PILOT

SENIOR B.XY.P.U. terested in gathering pictures, story-books, and the like, to
cers Doub K be sent to the missionaries. See the beautiful program fur-
Dec. 4—Topic, *“Faith makes Heroes, ubt makes . o by Miss Briggs on pages 39, 40.
Cowards.” Let the leader relate briefly several instances

of faith and heroism as found in the stories on pages 8, W.ALU. AND Y.W.A.
12, 16, 28. - An abundance of material is furnished for the missionary

Dec. 11—Tople, “The Suffering Servant of Jehovah.” Isalah  tgpic, “China.”” Let the leader make careful use of this
53. See page 28, “Progress, Persecution and Need in material in connection with the outline program furnished

Mexico.” Use to Illustrate the suffering which God’s  py Miss Mallory on page 33.

servants still undergo. .
Dec. 18—Topie, “What do Repentance and Faith have to do SUNDAY SCHOOL

with Salvation.” See page 7. “A college student of Science Read Dr. Love’s statement about the famine-stricken suf-

in China.” Use to show how the Missionary meets the ferers of Russia. Plan to make yours a *Giving Christmas,”

problem of intellectual doubt. when money and clothing will be gathered for Russian Bap-
Dec. 25—Tople, “New Currents in Old China.” Assign to tists. See the Christmas exercise on pages 39, 10.

several members the striking articles on this subject to .

be summarized in a two-minute talk. y PRAYER MEETING

Pray for a great spirit of generosity that will lead our

JUNIOR B.Y.P.U. AND OTHER CHILDREN'S MEETINGS  people to. unselfish and heroic giving, that our Boards may
be relieved of their financial distress. Pray for the famine

An unusually attractive program may be prepared from
Pray for our Missionaries in China.

the material on China. The children will be especially in- sufferers.
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China’s Regeneration

That famous story about Robert Morrison flashes into our
thinking as we contemplate the marvels of missions in China
within the past one hundred years. When asked if he ex-
pected to make any impression on China’s four hundred million
heathen people he replied you remember: *“No, I do not,
but I expect that God will.”

Another great missionary replied in sententious fashion to
the querulous doubt as to whether a nation in its heathenism may
be saved: “You may count the seeds in an apple, but no man
can count the apples in a seed.”” The seed of the gospel, once
‘sown, will inevitably spring up and bear fruit. The time ele-
ment enters into all that is of real and permanent worth, and
we are not to be discouraged when we do not see nations con-
verted overnight,

Christ has not yet saved China, some one has well said, but
he has laid hold on it savingly. China is being saved—not
as a nation, for God does not save enmasse—surely and cer-
tainly as here and there individuals «are brought to a saving
knowledge of Christ, and then sent out to bear witness to their
experience. These witnesses have grown from a mere hand-
ful, whom one could number on his fingers, to a multi-
tude numbered by thousands and tens of thousands. Each
year sees the number increase according to that divine arith-
metic by which one plus one equals sometimes a score, a hun-

dred, a thousand.

We need to get away from the htought that there is any
essential difference in the regeneration of America and of
China. America is “‘regenerated” only to the extent that it
has citizens who have repented of their sins and trusted Jesus
Christ for salvation. China is behind America in this respect
in exact ratio of number of converted to number of population.

The same task that confronts us in America confronts the mis-

sionary in China—except on a far larger scale. The gospel
must be preached, those who are converted must be brought
into the churches, the churches must teach and train the saved
to go out after the lost, in ever-widening circles until an entire
community is reached; and then the influence of the Chnistians
of that community projected into the next community, and
throughout the nation and the world. To this end institutions
must be established for conserving results and for practical
ministry, in China just as in America. The setting of edu-

cational and institutional missionaries over against those who are

appointed for direct evangelism, to the discredit of either, isun-
fair and unjust in America or China. Evangelism in itself can
no more bring a Chinaman to maturity and strength of Chris-
tian character than it can an Englishman or an American.
We may evangelize and baptize, but we are not going to Chris-
tianize with much effectiveness unless we educate.

From every missionary comes the cheering word that China
is being reached for Christ. The people are open to the
preaching of the gospel as never before. Throngs of open-
minded men and women attend the services of churches and
chapels; eager students clamor for admission to our schools
of every grade; the hospitals are crowded beyond their capac-
ity, the printing presses are turning out vast quantities of Christ-
jan literature that is eagerly read by a generation rapidly be-
coming literate. Perhaps the most hopeful sign of all is the
stability of character and the initiative displayed by native con-
verts, who are assuming with honest pride the burdens of the
work where it is sufficiently estabilished, pleading with their
foreign friends to lend a hand in opening up work in new cen-
ters and standing by with help and counsel until these young
Christians can walk alone. Along with this is the new spirit
of confidence in each other on the part of the Chinese, and a
readiness to cooperate that will make possible a new day com-
mercially, politically, economically.

A missionary tells of the arrival of a great steamer at a port
where it was impossible for the big ship to land at the wharf
under her own steam. Some distance from the wharf the boat
came to a standstill, and directly two insignificant looking tug-
boats arrived and fastened their noses one on each side of the
leviathan. Passengers smiled incredulously at the thought of
those tugs moving the great ship; but in a few moments a tremor
was felt, and then the ship began to glide with gathering mo-
mentum toward the landing place.

Thus it is that the impact of the gospel of Jesus Christ on
this huge inert nation of China is carrying it with increas-
ing momentum into the world stream, where before many years
it must be reckoned with as one of the most powerful factors
of the east, and of the world. Thinking people will keep their
eyes on China. It is destined to play a part in the world’s
affairs far beyond anything in its past. 'We turn our attention
in this number of HoME AND FoREIGN FIELDS to a consid-
eration of this giant of the Orient, and to the stories that our
missionaries tell of ‘*“New Currents in Old China.”

& o0
Keeping Together by Thinking Together

Recently a speaker told an effective story of recruits during
the war who were taught to keep step—two by two, then by
fours, and eights, and squads, and companies, and regiments,
and battalions. *‘It is more difficult,” said he, *“‘to get men
to keep step together than it is for them to be taught to think

together."”’ ‘

The Foreign Mission Board is now a *big business™ en-
terprise. It is responsible for the support of nearly 500 mis-
sionaries and practically 1,000 native workers. It owns
property that runs into the millions, and must provide an an-
nual income for sustaining and maintaining its operations of ap-
proximately $4,000,000 per year.

How shall this great force of missionary workers be made
to walk together and think together effectively? First, of
course, by the careful selection of those of common mind and
purpose as regards the primary objects of the work to be
done, and then by the frankest and most cordial possible re-
lations between them and the Foreign Mission Board whom
they represent. '

A fine example of the manner in which the Foreign Mis-
sion Board keeps in vital touch with its missionaries is foun
in a recent letter sent out to all who are in the Board’s employ-
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This communication was drawn up by a committee of the

Board consisting of Brethren T. W. O'Kelley, W. L. Pick-
ard, R. B. Garrett, H. A. Smoot, and S. B. Woodfin.

One is struck in this letter by the frank though cordial set-
ting forth of the financial situation which the Board confronts.
The missionaries are reminded of our financial difficulties at
home, and urged to use the utmost economy in making up
their estimates for appropriations. The burden of responsi-.
bility is placed upon the older mission stations that they shall
attain the largest possible measure of self-support in order that
money and workers may be released for new work. With
careful exactness the committee outlines a policy of economy
that yet leaves opportunity for initiative on the part of the mis-
sionaries. It is gratifying to realize that the Board and its
missionaries are thus keenly concerned that every dollar given
shall be expended to the best possible advantage.

The most interesting section of the communication, however,
does not refer to matters financial. The missionaries are cau-
tioned that we are not to overload our missicnary program
with educational institutions and obligations. *“We are not
under commission to foster common education, but the com-
mon salvation,” the statement reads:

“We have our schools and must have them, and we wish
those we do have to do good work, but we must hold our edu-
cational effort to and within our main purpose. QOur chief
interest in education is as a help to evangelization. A school
which trains for Christian service is an evangelistic agency of
great significance and value. Both our aim and our resources
Limit us in the number, the class, and the equipment of schools.

“The undue multiplication of schools; the duplication of
schools of the same grade in the same mission and of certain
grades in the same country; effort to increase patronage beyor-xd
ability to profoundly impress the entire student body for Christ
and instruct it in Christian truth; the promiscuous and too gen-
erous bestowment of scholarships and student aid upon others
besides those who are preparing for some form of active Chris-
tian service, and the sons and daughters of ministers and others

who have made themselves poor for Christ’s sake, all as well
as the use of money for unsound teachers and teaching, mark

failure to hold the missionary enterprise close to its main bus-
iness, and must result in the dissipation of funds which are
needed for evangelism and to the deflection of missionaries
from their chief calling.

“We are aware that there is much ignorance in all pagan
and papal lands and that ignorance is a calamity to a nation
and the individual; but sin is the deadly thing for which es-
pecially Jesus provided a remedy, and our Commission sends
us forth to call sinners, the ignorant and the learned, to repen-
tance. If we make this our chief and constant concern an
do it faithfully, many other things will follow consequentially,
including education and intellectual improvement. Besides,
we must leave something for the native Christians to do, and
it is a wise missionary policy more and more to throw much
of the responsibility for education, especially the more general
aspects of education, upon the native Christians and their sym-
pathizers. We must not neglect evangelism for education, nor
deplete evangelistic funds and forces to equip and man too
many schools. We ask your co-operation in an effort to en-
list and release more men and women for direct and uninter-
rupted soul-winning.”

If three million Southern Baptists could somehow leamn to
walk together and to think together as effectively as this noble
army of 1500 missionaries, there is nothing that we might not
accomplish for our God. Their consecration, their enthusiasm,
their business ability, their genius for discovering and doing
the main things, ought to inspire every church and pastor in

the la_nd to & higher ideal of efficiency in service.

The Spirit of Christmas
“Geod so loved that he gave.”

Love always gives. Love does not wait on time nor season,
but takes advantage of both to bestow its gifts. God gave his
Only-begotten; the Son gave his life, and then when he as-
cended on high he led captive a band of captives and gave
gifts unto men. The Holy Spirit is continually given to them
that will receive Him, and in turn gives spiritual blessings with-
out measure.

Something seems to get in our very bones about Christmas
time that makes us want to give. Of course we know it is a
surmise as to whether or not Jesus was born on December 25;
but he was born on some day, and we would as well accept this
date as another. Declaim as some may against the observance
of Christmas, the vast majornty of people will go right on ob-
serving it. What we are concerned about is the fact of its ob-
servance, and the spirit back of it all.

Baptists observe no “‘holy days,” and Christmas is not to us
a. “‘religious festival.”” But as individuals most Baptists join
with others in recognition of the time-honored custom of giving
and receiving gifts on this day, and of making the week in which
it occurs a holiday season.  Surely it is befitting to take advan-
tage of this occasion to glorify our Lord irstead of dishonoring
him.

For the observance of Christmas on the part of many dis-
honors Christ. The spirit of selfishnesss is often in the as-
cendancy; giving and getting become a sort of trade and barter;
the mania for useless spending seizes many who are otherwise
careful and frugal; burdensome debts are piled up with noth-

ing to show in return, the spirit of license possesses many, who e

in some inexplicable manner are led to feel that they may do /g
at Christmas time what they would not stoop to do at any other \§
season of the year. A

The churches are in part responsible for these extravagances
and abuses. Many churches provide a *“‘Christmas entertain-
ment”’ that leaves Christ entirely out. Others capitalize the
special holiday season by wrong and hurtful efforts to raise
money. Children are taught to look to “Santa Claus” for
cherished gifts, instead of to God the heavenly Father. What
with gluttony, drunkeness, lasciviousness, the day must indeed
become a stench in the nostrils of God as it is observed by
many.

If observed at all, therefore, the day ought to be one of wor-
ship. One day is no better than another for the worship of
God, but if we are to turn aside on one day of the year to
contemplate that divine event when God became flesh and
dwelt among men, surely it should be with reverent and wor-
shipful hearts.

It ought to be a day of supreme unselfishness. On this day
every thought of self should be driven out, and the experiment
tried, for one day at least, of living absolutely for the sake of
others. Perhaps the experiment honestly tried on one day
would convince that it is practicable every day, and thus the
spirit of Christmas be made to reign throughout the year.

It ought to be a day of special gladness and joy to the chil-
dren. “‘Christ was once a little baby, just like you and me,”
and the child’s thoughts should center about God’s gift of His
precious son, through whom all our good things are made pos-
sible, instead of a mythical Santa Claus.

It ought to be a day when we remember in a special way
those who are ill, or needy, or friendless, or shut-in. If you
want a taste of heaven, spend Christmas afternoon going from
place to place where there are the unfortunate and uncared-for,
bringing to each some token of your remembrance, and stop-
ping long enough for a word of Scripture reading and prayer.
Don't let some charitable organization cheat you out of this

privilege! ,
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Finally, it ought to be a day when our love for all those for
whom Christ died should find expression in a special way.
When these words are read there will still be time enough to
select some missionary, at home or abroad, and make up a gift-
box—a set of pictures, bright colored post-cards, good books,
magazines, useful articles—which may be used in the efforts
of these noble workers to bring brightness and joy to the boys
and girls to whom they minister in Christ’s name. Turn to
the list of missionaries on the inside cover pages of 'this maga-
zine, select one whom you and your class, or society, or band,
will rememker; be sure that the package is properly wrapped
and marked, and has on it sufficient postage; then watch the
happiness that results in the observance of Christmas in this
rather than in the spirit which actuates the selfish world.

- Rd
e

“The Withered Fig Tree”

Did Jesus lose his temper and in an outburst of impatience
pronounce a curse upon the fig tree when he came expecting
to appease his hunger and found nothing but leaves?

Dr. E. M. Poteat has recenily written a remarkably help-
ful and suggestive book, his point of departure being this inci-
dent in the life of our Lord. Of course he repudiates this
suggestion of Renan, that Jesus cursed the fig-tree in a fit of
temper, but shows the deep national as well as individual sig-
nificance of this action of Jesus. He then shows how the acted
parable applies to a stewardship, such as God had given the
Jews, which they forfeited.

The book then proceeds to a discussion of “‘Stewardship and
Redemption,” *“The Profit Motive and the Service Motive,”
“Unrighteous Stewards,” ‘““The Camel Question—or Can a
B Rich Man be Saved?” “Stewardship and Evangelism—the
PPN ew Appeal,” concluding with some practical suggestions for
the local church.

What is the relation between stewardship and salvation?
There must ke no confusion at this point, or we shall lose far
more than we gain in committing men to standards of giving.
Here is Dr. Poteat’s fine statement of it: ‘‘The redeemed
alone can be relied on as true stewards of God; that is, for
disinlerested service on behalf of all mankind. Unless we
ground our teaching of stewardship on the fact of ‘redemption,
we shall be building on sand; and we are sure to see our house
tumble about our heads when the floods break loose!"

What effect does the acceptance of the principle of steward-
ship have on the business man? *“The obvious result,” says
Dr. Poteat, “is the direct contribution to the general good,
and this catches attention and elicits praise. Eess obvious,
perhaps, but no less important is the constraint the new motive
imposes on business methods, eliminating all unworthy prac-
tices and lifting the whole enterprise to new levels; and, in its
reaction on the’ character of the business man, producing the
most salutary results of all. Society benefits in the direct con-
tribution to social well-being and in the improvement of business
meth?'ds, and the individual business man becomes a better
man.

Stewardship, according to the writer, goes much further than
the mere giving of money. ““The finest co-operation offered
by our times is the comradeship of the two types—the steward-
ship of truth and the stewardship of wealth; the one group her-
alding and interpreting the Kingdom of God, and the other
financing the enterprise, and both alike sharing the joy of their
Lord in bringing on the consummation when the kingdoms of the

‘ world shall become the kingdom of our Lord and his Christ.”

The connection between evangelism and the doctrine of

stewardship is direct and immediate. “The cross of Christ

| alone breaks the spell of money,” declares the writer, *“‘and it
| alone can win recruits for the service of the kingdom in all the

world.” He then cites the story, told by Dr. Truett, of the
cattleman who came to the preacher and asked that he go with
him to a solitary place for prayer. The rich cattleman turned
to the preacher and asked him to pray. ‘““And I tell you what
I want you to do. I want you to give the Lord all my land
—every acre, every foot of it. And when you get through giv-
ing him the land I want you to give him all my cattle—every

_head and hoof.” The preacher poured out his heart to God

as he offered on behalf of his friend this vast estate, with all
it meant, to God, while both men wept. When he had finished
the cattleman began to pray. ‘‘Now, Lord, you've got my
land and you've got my cattle. 'Won't you please give me my
boy?" Then he pled with the Lord for his wayward son,
who had broken his father’s heart by a life of sin and crime.
The two men returned in silence to the camp-meeting grounds.
That night, before the preacher had finished the Scripture read-
ing, a stir was heard in the rear of the room. The cattleman’s
son was saying, ‘‘Pap, I can’t stand this. I got-a-go up thar
and shake hands with that preacher.”” They had not reached
the platform, says the writer, before the whole multitude was
swept as with a rushing mighty wind—the breath of God.
The aisles were crowded and the area about the platform was
quickly filled with men breaking into tumultuous confession of
sin.

The testimonials of men from all walks of life as to the
blessings which have come to them through faithful stewardship
constitute one of the most valuable features of the book. It
is arranged for class study, and will prove a blessing to pastor
and people if used as a text book. The book is published by
the Judson Press, Philadelphia, and the price is one dollar.
It may be had from the Baptist Sunday School oBard.
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Conserving the Kingdom’s Seed-Corn

Southern Baptist have no greater asset than tke 75,000 or
more young men and women who are studying in the Baptist,
state and private academies, colleges and universities of the
South in preparation for their life work. It is a truism that
in the minds and hearts of these trained young people les
largely the future of our denomination, for it is self-evident
that these young people of today will be the leaders and
burden-bearers of tomorrow.

As the shapers of today’s policies and the foundation build-
ers for tomorrow we have not done all that we could to safe-
guard the faith, develop the spiritual life and promote the
Christian activity and the denominational loyalty of the nearly
40,000 young people in our own Baptist institutions and the
equally large number of Baptist students in the state and pn-
vate schools and colleges of the South. In many of our in-
slitutions we have given only slight emphasis to our own de-
nominational policies and programs and have left the shaping
of the religious life of Baptist students to such inter-denomin-
ational agencies as the Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A,
while for the Baptist students in state and private institutions
we have done practically nothing with the exception that in
some college towns the state boards have come to the assistance
of the local churches in building housés of worship that will
the better enable them to minister to the Baptist students in
teaching, preaching and social service. In the vast majonty
of our state institutions, however, we have given absolutely no
attention to the spiritual welfare of the Baptist students there.

In the light of this situation and in view of the fact that
the inter-board committee, composed of representatives of the
Foreign Mission, Home Mission, Sunday School and Edu-
cation Boards and the Woman’s Missionary Union, 1s pro-
ceeding to launch a Southwide student work, in compliance
with the instruction of the Southern Baptist Convention at
Chattanooga, it is interesting to note the progress that has been
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made in the student work in Texas, following the creation of
a special student work department by the executive board of
the Baptist General Convention, and the promotion of that work
by Secretary J. P. Boone and his assistants.

As was noted in a recent issue of ‘HOME AND FOREIGN
FIELDS, the student work in Texas takes form in the Baptist
Students’ Union, an organization that supplants all previous
religious bodies among the students and unifies all such work
in this one agency, with separate divisions for special lines of
Christian activity and development in which students are inter-
ested. One group 1s for the young laymen who expect to
make their lives count for God as consecrated business and
professional men; a similar group is for young women who
plan to let their lights shine as Christian mothers and business
and professional women; a third group is for young men and
women who contemplate such special forms of Christian ser-
vice as Sunday School, B. Y. P. U., and Y. ‘'W. A. workers,
church secretaries, pastors, assistants, and the like; a fourth
division is for volunteers for home and foreign mission work;
while a fifth is for the young men who plan to become pastors
and evangelists.

In addition to providing special instruction and assistance in
these various lines of work, the :Baptist Students Union seeks
to promote a deeper spintual life among the students, to win
the lost to Christ, to inform all Baptist students on all phases
of Baptist policies and programs and to instruct them in all
phases of denominational work from that of the local churches
out to the remotest bounds of the earth.

At a recent convention of the ‘Baptist Students Union of
Texas 507 students were present, representing fourteen Baptist
schools, ten state schools and one large privately endowed in-
stitution, and the students from the state and private schools
were just as deeply intercsted in the Baptist program of Chris-
tian service as were those from the Baptist colleges. The whole
Baptist program was outlined by capable representatives of
the denomination; means were found for utilizing the energy
and enthusiasm of college men and women in specific Christian
service, and when Dr. L. R. Scarborough, at the climax of
the three-day convention, called upon the young people to re-
spond to God’s call for their lives, 135 young men and women
who had not made a previous surrender-agreed to go wherever
and do whatever God wanted them to; 85 more who had
made partial surrenders declared their purpose to give their
whole lives to Him for whatever service He desired; and 96
others were struggling with the problem asked the prayers of
those present that they might come to know and do God’s will
completely. Two unconverted students who came to the con-
vention seeking God found Him and dedicated their lives to
Him. All the students promised to return to their schools to
make their lives count more definitely for Christ and His pro-
gram than before.

_ The secret of the great spiritual power of the meeting lay
in the fact that the students and the special workers among them
had been praying for weeks and God heard their prayers.

All of us recognize that intelligence is essential to the best
government. But for God's work to prosper as it ought and
for society to be what it ought to be there must be consecration
with intelligence and that is what the Baptist Students Union
is bringing among the 8,000 Baptist students of Texas. To
all who are interested in the work of safeguarding the faith
of our Baptist boys and girls and young men and young wo-
men in our schools, denominational, state and private, and who
would see these young people saved to lives of Christian use-
fulness and denominational loyalty we commend a study of
the special student work begun in Texas only a year and a
half ago, but which in that short time has succeeded in greatly
developing the spiritual life of the students, informing them
on all our Baptist activities and programs, and enlisting them
as enthusiastically under the banner of Christ as under the
pennants of their own institutions. The Texas student conven-

tion demonstrated that college enthusiasm and religion of a
spiritual, virile type will mix with a distinct gain both to col-
lege spint and religion. .

President Harding in his Birmingham speech, spoke frankly
and courageously on the negro problem when he said: “Men
of both races may well stand uncompromisingly against every
suggestion of social equality. Indeed, it would be helpful to
have that word *‘equality”” eliminated from this consideration;
to have it accepted on both sides that this is not a question of
social equality, but a question of recognizing a fundamental,
eternal and inescapable difference. We shall have made real
progress when we develop an attitude in the public and com-
munity thought of both races which recognizes this difference.”
Again he reflected a growing sentiment among the best element
of the South when he said. “Let the black man vote when
he is fit to vote; prohibit the white man voting when he is unfit
to vote. Especially would I appeal to the self-respect of the
colored race. I would inculcate in it the wish to improve itself
as a distinct race, with a heredity, a set of traditions, and array
of aspirations all its own. Out of such racial ambitions and
pride will come natural scgregations, without narrowing any
rights, such as are proceeding in both rural and urban com-
munities now in Southen States, satisfying natural inclinations
and adding notably to happiness and contentment. Racial
amalgamation there cannot be. Partnership of the races in
developing the highest aims of all humanity there must be if
humanity, not only here but everywhere, is to achieve the ends
which we have set for it.”

o 1D

Appreciation is one of the rewards which we have the right

to expect when a worthy thing has been accomplished, and isss

likewise that which we have no right to withhold when jus

due. The November number of HoME AND FOREIG
FIELDs carried the picture on its cover page of the launch ~

provided for our *“Apostle to the Amazon,” E. A. Nelson,
with no “statement to the effect that the ‘$3,000 necessary to
its purchase was given by that noble church at Murray, Ky.,
of which Rev. Boyce Taylor is pastor. The story of this
gift is one of sacrifice and devotion that ought to stir the de-
nomination. The brother of the pastor, who Is a missionary
to Brazil, frequently wrote of the heroic work of Missionary
Nelson, and urged that he be furnished with a good launch
for his labors on the Amazon. The appeal gripped the heart
of the pastor, and on several occasions he presented it to the
church. At length, through sacrificial giving on the part of
many who gave, out of their meagre incomes, the launch was
made possible. The editor did not have this mformation when
the picture was printed, and rejoices in the opportunity of
giving credit to the church and pastor who so richly deserve
this word of recognition and appreciation.

D Rl
O B

“No one need have any doubts about the propriety or the
wisdom of the Missionary enterprise. It is one of the definite
things that we are under orders to carry out. Nobody can
have any doubts about it so long as he is a true Christian,
because the orders are clear and definite.”—Sir George Lloyd,
Governor of Bombay.

&P

-~

The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society now clams
the distinction of being the fourth largest foreign mission so-
ciety in the world. It occupies ten pagan fields, besides doing
work in several countries in Europe. It reports 833 misston-
aries, 7000 native workers, 1834 organized churches, 3429
regular meeting places, 200,000 church members, 32 theo-
logical seminaries and training schools, four colleges, 2737
schools of all grades with 89,752 pupils, 24 hospitals, 62 dis-
pensaries, and a total of 11,000 baptisms last year. Our
northern neighbors are indeed in big business for the Lord!
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China—Then and Now

“The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till it was all leavened.”

] Rev. Chas. G. McDaniel

By the word “Then’ I mean the year 1902, the year that
Mrs. McDaniel and I landed in China. In what I say about
conditions at that time I am going to confine myself to the ter-
ritory and work of our Central China Baptist Mission, for this
will enable me to talk to my readers out of my own experience
and from my own observation, thus giving the personal touch to
what I have to say, and, besides, the work of our Central
China Baptist Mission is more or less typical of the work that
is being done in all our missions in the “land of Sinim.”

In 1902 in our four main stations of Shanghai, Soochow,
Chinkiang, and Yangchow, we had four so-called church build-
ings, but none of them, with the possible exception of the Shang-
hai Church, was worthy of the name. And, yet, so far as
space was concerned, they were all more than adequate to hold
our real worshipers. We had just one ordained native pastor
in the whole mission, and he had been borrowed from another
mission. In my station of Soochow we had neither native,
evangelist, nor Bible woman. The only school building owned
by the Board was in Shanghai, and that was a very small one.
We were hardly talking about self-support in those days. The
Chinese would have misunderstood it. It was not possible to
pay for our Sunday school literature—and we weren’t using
much of it. About eleven out of every ten Chinese smoked
opium, and these poor wretches were almost the only ones apply-
ing for church membership, and they were generally a disgrace
to us after we got them. Footbinding was almost the universal
practice among women. How common it was to hear the cry-
~i in pain of little girls whose feet had been bound by mothers
EA bedience to the cruel demands of a custom that had crippled
# mothers for life, and further require that the mothers should
tkewise afflict their little daughters! Every Chinese man had
a queue swinging down his back. Perhaps this was not wicked
but it certainly was uncanny and ridiculous. “‘Foreign Devil”
was the common designation of the missionary as he walked
among the people. 'When our first boy was a babe in arms we
went out on the street with him one day and were much amused
to hear the people remark, as we passed along, “What a pretty
little foreign devil.”” There was a general feeling of unfriend-
liness on the part of the Chinese toward all foreigners, mission-
aries included.

But the brave missionaries of those and former years worked
on in spite of difficulties. When they were reviled, they re-
viled not back again. When they were discouraged they
prayed, and left the results with God. When the night was
dark they set their faces toward the East, believing that in due
time the moming would come. And the morning has come,
and this: brings to me the discussion of the second word in our
subject:

“Now"—WHAT Do WE SEE?

What do we see in Central China now, where nineteen years
ago we found so little that was encouraging, except the faith
and enthusiasm of the missionaries on the field?

In Yangchow and surrounding out-stations we find a splen-
did body of native Christians, and day by day the Lord is ad-
ding to them those that are being saved. In the city itself we
have a great girl’s school campus, “‘the Julia Mackenzie Mem-
orial School,” and adequate buildings are in the course of con-
struction. These buildings have been made possible by the
Seventy-Five Million Campaign. In this city we have one of
the best hospitals in China, one that any state within the bounds
of the Southern Baptist Convention would be glad to have.

In Chinkiang obstacles many and great have come into our
way, but here, too, the moming dawneth. A splendid church
building, also made possible by the Seventy-Five Million Cam-

paign, will soon give the people of that strategic city a place
of worship of which no man need be ashamed. New mission-
aries have recently been sent to Chinkiang, and they will soon
have facilities for church and school work that will carry our
cause forward as never before.

Soochow! Ah, there is magic in the very name of a city
that dates its beginning back to the time when Nehemiah was
rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem! Just before the Battle of
the Pyramids Napoleon inspired his men with these words,
“Soldiers, forty centuries are looking down on you.” I never
enter the massive gates of Soochow without a feeling akin to
awe as I think of the nearly two and a half milleniums of men,
women and children, who have trod the same streets which I
so often tread. Here in the city and surrounding country we
have five ordained native pastors, fifteen evangelists and Bible
women, and nearly eight hundred church members. In the city
we have two church buildings, one of which will seat several
hundred, and is comfortably filled every Sunday. This church
is entirely self supporting, it does not cost our Board one penny,
and besides, along with other churches of our mission, it is con-
tributing money through our “Home Board™ to help some of the
weaker churches of the country. We are already doing home
mission work in China. In Soochow are located Yates Acad-
emy for boys and the Wei Ling school for girls. These two
schools together with the schools of lower grades, beginning with
the kindergarten, give us something like five hundred students
in all the city alone, to say nothing of the students we have in
our country schools. We have, or soon will have, something
like eight acres of land in the very heart of this great city of
750,000 people. Our Board has just sent out to us four new
missionaries, and our schools are every year turning out native
workers. 'We have every reason to hope to double the number
of our school children in the next two years, and we likewise
look for a great increase in the number of our church members.

Shanghai is the New York of the East. It is growing by
leaps and bounds. People from all parts of China and from
every nation under heaven are there. It is a city in which you
will find every form of wickedness known to man. You would
naturally think that because of the many wicked people, Chinese
and foreigners, living there, it would be an almost impossible
place to do mission work, but, as a matter of fact, Shanghai is
not only our oldest, but also our best station in the Central China
Mission. Here Southern Baptists have ‘the three best churches
in the city—good buildings, fine organizations, and large mem-
berships, and all entirely self-supporting. Here we have the
progressive Eliza Yates Girls’ School that we are going to de-
velop into a Junior College, also the Ming Jang Boys’ School,
and a number of schools of lower grade; not the least among
them are the schools at the North Gate Church. These schools
are full of students, paying their tuition, and in Shanghai, as in
all our mission schools, the Bible is taught as a regular text book,
and church attendance is a requirement. In Shanghai also is the
Shanghai Baptist College, a joint institution conducted by the
Southern and Northern Baptists, with more than four hundred
students, and others knocking at the doors for entrance. This
college has fifty acres of land, overlooking a beautiful river, and
a number of superb buildings that would do credit to any insti-
tution. It will compare favorably with any denominational
college in our Southland.

In starting out I said our Central China Baptist Mission work
is more or less typical of the work that is being done by our mis-
sionaries in our South China, North China and Interior Mis-
sions. It is more or less typical of the work that is being done in
all parts of China by all the Christian denominations at work.

W v ane n e e
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Through the efforts of our own and all these other Christian
bodies wonderful changes haye taken place in the past nineteen
years, [Footbinding and opium smoking have been practically
done away with. I say practically, not entirely, something
like whisky drinking in the United States under prohibition.
Christian education is being done almost everywhere, the gospel
is being preached to the poor and rich, and the good seed are
bringing forth fruit, some thirty, some sixty, and some a hun-
dredfold.

I think I never before so fully realized what has been accom-
plished toward the establishment of the kingdom of Christ in
China as I did last April a year ago, when I attended the great
Y. M. C. A. Conference inTientsin. This conference, while
held under the auspices of the Y. M. C. A., was more
than a Y. M. C. A. gathering. It represented vastly more than
tne work of the Y. M. C. A,, though I give them due credit
for as much share as they had in it. These delegates represented
the work of all the Christian forces in China, for they were made
up of pastors from our churches, teachers from our mission
schools, laymen from many walks and professions, and Y. M.
C. A. secretaries. There were about eleven hundred Chinese in
the conference—not counting tke foreign missionaries, for we
were there largely as onlookers. The president of the confer-
ence was a Chinese, the secretary, treasurer, program commitiee,
and nearly all the speakers were Chinese. I have never been
in a conference where the work was done on a higher plane or
done more efficiently. At that time the Chinese boycott against
Japan was in full swing; the relation between the two countries
was strained even to the breaking point—so much so that we
thought at one time the Chinese government would not allow the
meeting to be held, fearing some rash speech might precipitate
serious trouble. But, in spite of this, there was a Japanese,
representing the Y. M. C. A. of his country, present, and he
was not only allowed to speak, but was applauded when he

took the platform and when he left it. He was bold enough to
touch upon the Sino-Japanese relations in his remarks, but as-
sured the Chinese that the Christians in his country would have
things quite different from what they are, if they could have
their way. When he sat down, Mr. Chang Bo Ling, who was
presiding, said, ““This Japanese brother could speak to us as he
did only because he is a Christian, and we as Chinese could
listen to him because, and only because, we are Christians.”

As I looked into the faces of that splendid body of eleven
hundred men, I said to myself, *Not in all of China’s nearly
four hundred million heathen could you find another group of
eleven hundred men that would equal this one in native akility,
in culture, and above all, in moral and spiritual power; but
from the three hundred thousand Chinese Christians you could
pick out many groups that would be in no whit inferior to this
one.”” If China had no more Christians than those gathered at
that Tientsin Convention, that group alone would leaven the
whole lump. But, thank God, China has something like three
hundred thousand church memkers, to say nothing of the thous-
ands of students in our Christian schools and a great host of
otkers in Bible classes. But you may say, ““What are these
among so many, four hundred million heathen?’” They are
three hundred thousand more than we had one hundred years
ago, and many, many, less than we shall have one hunred years
hence. Christianity is already planted in China, and the
growth will go on with increasing acceleration as the years go
by. China will ke Christianized! The only question for us
is will the Baptists do their share in bringing this about? 1
believe we will. I love my brethren of other persuasions with

a great love, but I have. always believed that the Baptist road s
is the shortest and surest road to Heaven, and my heart’sg
most earnest desire is to see all the nations of earth walking.

therein.

A College Student of Science in China

fn China, no less than in America, the study of the natural sciences raises many problems for the student and the Christlan
Missionary, which must be solved Iin the light of reason and love.

Rev. D. F. Stamps, Chinkiang

Many and difficult are the problems with which the mission-
aries have to deal in China; and some of them are new while
others are old, only at times these old problems become very
acute. The social questions of the West, such as the factory,
the city, unemployment, wages, etc., are just beginning to
demand attention. The old conditions of poverty, disease and
famine continue. Besides there is a problem which has just
been made acute by the emphasis occasioned through the study
of Western science; but it is deeply rooted also in the Chinese
classics.

The Chinese people and students as a whole honor and revere
Confucius, and one does not associate with the Chinese very long
without discovering this appreciative spirit. However, some of
them do not consider Confucianism as a religion. Mr. K. L.
Chau, connected with the Anglician Mission and Professor in
Tsing Hau College, Pekin, has stated Confuciaism in the light
of Christian thought which shows a negative weakness in the
teachings of this great man. The following quotation is taken

from ‘‘Progressive Ideals of Christian Work in China,” page
seven: “Is Confucianism a religion? Many and various
are the opinions but the verdict of the Educational Con-
ference in 1911 was ‘No." As a system of ethics, Confucian-
ism is unique, but as a religion it is most unsatisfactory. It has
!)een one of the main causes of China’s arrested development
in that it did more than any other system to confirm China in
the slough of materialism through spiritual isolation. The

teacher advised his followers to have as little connection as
possible with unseen realms. He was an agnostic mn his de-
velopment of the five relationships—that between prince and
minister: father and son; husband and wife; elder brother
and younger brother; friend and friend—for he passed over
the greatest relationship of all—that between Ged and man.”
The above writer has full appreciation of Confucius as a great
world leader, but he can see the incompleteness of such a

system of teaching.

It was my pleasure and privilege during the past year while
studying in the Language School in Nanking to lead two Bible
classes of students who came to our home for study from the
Government Teacher's College, Nanking, soon to be known
as the Southeastern University of China. These students speak
English, as most of the college men do. It was my purpose to
lead these men into a fuller and richer appreciation of Jesus
Christ and the Bible; and that their lives might be enriched and
strengthened for the duties of life. Most of these men are
church members or have committed themselves to the Chnistian
life. Convinced that every man is struggling under personal
problems, I tried to gain the confidence of the men so that they
would let me share with them their secret battles. One Sunday
all unexpectedly the leading Christian worker in the class, though
not a member of any church, said that he could not believe in the
personality of God, and wanted to know whether I could help

him or not.
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My heart went out in deep sympathy and in the spirit of
prayer for this young man, seriously laboring under the burden.
The inquiry was more than I expected, but my thoughts quickly
turned to my former professor at Mercer University, Dr. E. J.
Forrester and Dr. E. Y. Mullins of the Seminary and their reas-
oning on the personality of God. I dropped my pen knife with
one hand and caught it with the other. He immediately saw
mind overcome gravitation, and from one thought to another I
endeavored to lead him to a grasp of an Intelligent Will con-
trolling all things. An extra hour was consumed in the class
discussion that day and the other members sat in rapt attention.

The following Sunday a new man appeared in the class, a
very bright face. I did not suspect what was coming until he
entered into the discussion of the lesson. He was great on ar-
gument and had a free flow of English. In a short time his
spirit and tone began to soften and my sympathy went out in
prayer for these men. He believed that everything is controlled
by natural law and that Christianity is opposed to education, es-
pecially the study of science. Upon inquiry I found that it was
the general opinion of the members of the class that a large
number of the other men were gripped by this pantheistic view
of the universe. It has been shown recently that the above con-

A Romance of

dition is not confined exclusively to 'thc Government schools, but
exists to a certain degree in the mission schools as well.

My joy was made full a few weeks after the occurence of the
above named discussion when the first young man who could not
believe in the personality of God, together with a friend, a
church member, came to me privately and declared his full be-
lief in the one Personal God, and asked for membership in of
the churches in Nanking. I introduced him to the pastor of the
the further training preparatory to full membership in his church.

The above experience is only one of many that shows how
church of his choice and the pastor was very happy to give him
much both middle schools and colleges need proper and ade-
quate evangelism. Furthermore, these college men deeply need
the friendship and counsel of experienced Christians who can
understand them in their temptations, help them to know God

rom within, and lead them in the application of the teachings
of Jesus to their lives. What a fertile field the college students
of China offer shose who love Chnistian service! The Y. M.
C. A. men and the missionaries at the present time are doing
splendid work among the students but there is an urgent need
for more of this kind of service. The gospel of the Lord Jesus
15 the one cure for Eastern and Western matenalism in which
so many men find themselves merged.

Home Missions

A .thrilling story of heroic sacrifice and devotion among the people of Evangeline, in South Louisiana.

Frank E. Burkhalter

If one should go out to hunt for present-day Baptists who
are willing to suffer for their convictions like the early Chnis-
) ’martyrs did he could find them in South Louisiana, in the

WP French section. There it takes real physical and moral
otirage as well as a lot of religion to become a Baptist, so
strongly entrenched is the opposition.

Illustrating the truth of this statement, the French Baptist
church at Faiquetaique, a rural community near Acadia
Academy, was practically launched at a baptismal service at
which it was necessary to have the presence of the sheriff and
six deputies to protect the minister organizing the church and
the pastor who administered the ordinance, from murder at the
hands of the opposition.  'Word had been sent to the ministers
that they would be shot if they undertook to baptize the
thirty newly-won converts from the Catholic faith and the ofh-
cers were summoned in response to that warning. Rev. R. E.
Carruth performed the baptismal rites, though the church was
organized and the converts won by Rev. O. Derouen, a pio-
neer in the work among the French people of Louisiana, who
was first won from Catholicism by the Methodists and joined
the Baptists in 1910, after a fuller study of the New Testa-
ment. The Faiquetaique church has continued to grow and is
now one of the strongest and best known French churches in
the state. That is the only baptism in the recent history of
Louisiana that has had to be guarded by officers, but Catholic
opposition to the Baptists is still vigorous and determined and
the new converts to the Baptist faith have to contend with a
great deal more than those of us who are far removed from the
scene appreciate, perhaps.

* But once these converts have been won—winning them is
a slow proposition, of course—they make the very finest type
of Baptists; strong, courageous, consecrated, thoroughly
grounded in the Word of God, and evangelistic.

One of the best proofs of this statement is afforded in the
history of Pilgrim’s Rest church, likewise a rural congregation
but with full-time preaching, and one that has made its influ.
ence felt in +very direction in that section of the state. Through

the ministry of Rev. W. J. Westberry and the labors of other
loyal workers of the commuinty, practically all the members
of the Catholic and Methodist churches at Proudhomme were
won to the Baptist faith and these two churches went out of
existence and the buildings have been idle for some time. In
addition, the church established Acadia Academy, which has
since done an excellent work in training young people for Chris-
tian service. At present the Academy has ten ministerial stu-
dents enrolled and Rev. Gus Hege, the only German Baptist
pastor in Louisiana, is a student there, taking courses in English,
geography, economics, American history and the Bible. He
is making such progress in English that he addressed the recent
session of his association in English. The opening exercises of
the Academy this fall were conducted in English, French and
German. The Academy has twenty acres of ground, a main
building, a dormitory and five residences, the plant being worth
approximately $25,000. The institution has since been taken
over by the State Mission Board and the Home Mission Board
assists in its support. It is an evangelistic as well as an edu-
cational agency. Through it many families are being reached
with the evangelical gospel.

Another strong full-time country church established through
the instrumentality of Pilgrim’s Rest is the Elizabeth Mem-
orial church, a few miles distant, which has probably the best
house of worship and pastor’s home to be found in the rural dis-
tricts of Louisiana. Rev. and Mrs. W. M. McGehee are the
happy occupants of that home and are doing a large work as
are Rev. and Mrs. J. B. Hemdon, the present occupants of
the pastor's home at the Pilgrim’s Rest church. The frst
baptism in the Elizabeth Memorial church was that of a farmer,
a former Catholic, who was baptized on his 86th birthday.
This church is now fourteen years old, has six acres of ground,
has baptized 300 persons in three years, and recgntly gran{cd
letters to forty of its members in order that they might es.tabhs:h
a distinctively French church to be known as Evangeline, in
another community.
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In addition to its other work, Pilgrim’s Rest church has con-
tributed to the churches at Eunice, Welch, Crowley and Ope-
lousas some of their best workers. It was originally a fourth-
time church but got a vision of its larger possibilities and meas-
ured up to them.

All the pastors of this section have the missionary spirit and
are working for salaries far below what they could get else-
where, for they feel called of God to give themselves to mission
service in that section and they are staying with it. A testing
time came when the receipts of the Louisiana State Board fell
off to where that body felt it was necessary to withdraw the pre-
vious support it had given the various missionary pastors. But
the pastors stayed with their field and are confident that if it is
the Lord’s will that they remain with the work He will provide
for them in some way. The same spinit characterizes Prof. L.
U. Comalander, the principal of Acadia Academy and his as-
sociate teachers. These teachers and preachers could command
much larger salaries elsewhere but their heart is in their work.

The same retrenchment that brought about the withdrawal
of the supplements on the salaries of the missionary pastors also
did away with the services of Rev. S. O. Olivier, of Abbeville,
general missionary to the French, but he also stayed by the
work, is now pastoring the little congregations at Gueydan and
Nunez without salary, holds evangelistic meetings on the side,
and through the assistance of his good wife, is managing to
make a living. The people provide him with occasional
chickens, eggs and other supplies.

Evidencing another qualification of these French Baptists,
they do not mind working with their own hands in the erection
of their church buildings and Brother Olivier had a large part
in the work of erecting the churches at Gueydan and Nunez.
His former experience in a Texas lumber camp stood him in
good stead. The lot on which the Nunez church was erected
was donated by Cleophas Vincent, a well-to-do farmer who
was 64 years old before he ever heard the Bible read, and who

The Unified Budget

n Campaign, and" a plea that we keep step and keep faith in the ongcing
of this- great movement.

A restatement of the plan and purpose of the 75-Millio

since his conversion and baptism in a rice canal, has been the
mainstay of his church. He went on the note for the building
material of which the church was constructed, and was con-
verted at the meeting of the Baptist State Convention at De-
Ridder in 1915, when Brother Olivier induced fourteen
Frenchmen of that section to attend the Convention, while they
were still Catholics, and look the Baptists over.

The unusual incident of five Catholics attending a Baptist
Bible institute at a country church was witnessed at the Faique-
taique church a short while ago when these men, who had be-
come somewhat interested in the Baptist faith, accepted Brother
Olivier’s invitation and went to the institute to study the Bible
more fully. While attending the institute two of them were
converted and baptized into the Nunez church. So it will be
seen that these French Baptists are aggressively evangelistic and
overlook no opportunities for winning their neighbors to Christ.

The most distressing factor in the situation is that there are
so few workers in such a promising field, the funds at the dis-
posal of the Home and State Mission Boards making impossi-
ble, for the present, a larger support of this work. There are
eleven parishes in Louisiana, predominantly French, in which
there is not a Baptist preacher or any sign of Baptist work.
There are 100,000 French people in the city of New Orleans
alone among whom there is no Baptist work. For a distance
of 150 miles west of New Orleans on practically all of the
railway lines there is not a Baptist pastor or any character of
Baptist work.

The churches at Crowley, the largest rice market in the
world, at Lafayette, one of the Catholic strongholds of the
state and an industrial center, and at Opelousas and Abbeville
are making progress, but need re-inforcement in equipment and
otherwise. The eight distinctively French churches, pastored
by Rev. L. C. Smith and others, are developing well. The
chief regret is that there are not more of them.

Rev. O. E. Bryan, D.D., Superintendent of Enlistment of the Home Mission Board.

The word budget originally meant bag, or bag and its coz-
tents, a bag in which many articles could be placed for con-
venience during a journey. Later the word budget was used
to denote the moncy bag. Later still it was used to denote
the treasury or general fund from which many interests were
to be financed. This is the present meaning of the word in the
language of our government.

Speaking from the standpoint of our denomination, the bud-
get is the total amount we propose to pay in a given time.to
all of the several interests co-operating in a given campaign
or program.

Instead of a separate campaign for each interest, thus mul-
tiplying the campaigns and the field forces, the budget system
vrovides for all co-operating interests in a single campaign,
with one set of field men. Each interest is given .due publicity
and emphasis throughout the period of the campaign.

This gives the pastor a great opportunity to preach. on all
phases of the campaign during the entire year, as hc_ dl.sc.usses
the denomination and its work. This plan gives the u'!dmdual
Baptist an opportunity to give, on every rcgul‘ar meeting day,
to every interest fostered by the denomination in a regular a.nd
systematic way. This plan provides funds for all co-operating
boards and makes unnecessary the borrowing of money to fi-
nance God's Kingdom.

We are glad to say that during our experience with this
plan in Kentucky, for more than four years, we never had
to borrow one dollar for the State work, and at present there
is a surplus in the treasury. Every dollar coming to the
75-Million Budget, as such, in Kentucky has been divided
at the end of each month according to the percentage of di-
vision authorized by the Southern Baptist Convention and
adopted by Kentucky Baptists. We regret that some Bap-
tists designated their money to special interests. Such desig-
nations we have honored This matter will be regulated in
the last years of the Campaign if the program of the Southern
Baptist Convention is completed.

The 75-Million Campaign is simply a campaign for a bud-
get of 75 million dollars, to be used during the five years, in
the support of Foreign Missions, Home Missions, Christian
Education, State Missions, Hospitals, Ministers’ Aid and An-
nuity, and Children’s Homes. This budget provides for the
current needs of all of our cooperating denominational in-
terests. If we will take care of this budget, it will take
care of our interests.

This great budget is the first effort of Southern Baptists to
finance equitably all of their interests. It is the largest and
most unified effort we have ever made. Let us be faithful
unto the end regardless of the cost.

There are three general principles that govern any righteous

budget.

A
i

PR S
ISRy

y Va 17 40 JomF T o
Sotinpnlieresdionenm

2 R‘%{ ¥

NG

Y
g3
v

3]
'}.j'! >,

£t

it B e L R

F-SangN

£ "v‘

i

i

i
j



i

Page Ten (368)

HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS

December, 1921

First, the unification, correlation and coordination of all
interests proposing to co-operate in the program.

Second, an every-member canvass, securing pledges to the
budget from individuals and churches, in order to provide
funds for the financing of the program.

Third, an equitable division of the funds according to the
accepted program, remittance being made to each interest in
a regular, systematic and equitable way at the end of each
month or stated period.

Southern Baptists have tried to unify their interests. They
have succeeded in a great way in a simultaneous South-wide
every-member canvass. They have collected the pledges fairly
well, but in many places the division of the money has not
been according to the program. The division has been sel-
fish, self-centered, near-sighted and unfair in some instances.
Baptists of all people should be fair. The confiderce and
spirit of our people are our greatest assets. God and the
brotherhood will mark for judgment individuals and insti-
tutions that will not play fair in this great game of the 75-
Million program. For the sake of the Baptist cause through-
out the world, let us go on to the finish in this five-year pro-
gram. For the sake of your dear Lord, let us suffer, if nec-
essary, to be true to the task before us.

No budget can run itself. Like an automobile, a budget

.. must have a man to run it. And like an auto, it can easily

e wrecked. A budget calls for fair play, patience, self-
enial, persistence and consecration.

Here are some reasons why Southern Baptists should not
break step in the forward movement of the 75-Million program.

1. Because, for the first time in the history of Southern
Baptists, we have unified our interests into one common budget
with a reasonable apportionment for each interest.

2. Because the Southern Baptist Convention suggested and
authorized this unified plan, and the Executive Committee of
the Convention, after council with all the interests concerned,
adopted this budget with its apportionment to each interest and
ite percentage of division.

3. Because all of the 75-Million Campaign literature pub-
lished this budget, giving the designated apportionments and
the percentage of division. Every dollar in the 75-Million
Campaign has already been designated by the individuals who
signed the cards, by the local churches, by the District Asso-
ciations, by the State Conventions, and by the Southern Bap-
tists Convention. Surely we have no right to break this desig-
nation after the cards are signed.

4. Because this Campaign is for five years and is not one
great drive for one year, we should make an effort to conserve
every pledge through the period of five years.

5. Because the collection of these pledges depends on the
leaders keeping the confidence of the people by conserving this
program unbroken.

6. Because if this plan is broken by one interest, another
interest may claim the same right to make a change in this
budget, and the precedent will mean sure disintegration of the
unified plan, and disintegration will mean broken confidence.
and broken confidence will mean failure.

7. Because the eyes of the world are on Southern Baptists,
and we should conserve our influence at this time when all of
our future depends so much on our ability, by the help of the
Lord, to co-operate in a unified program through a long-
drawn-out period of five years. .

8. Because if this program should be broken and the con-
fidence of our people shaken, we could not launch another
unified, South-wide campaign in this generation.

9. Because to break the confidence of our people would be
to break their conquering spirit, and the spirit of our people is
our greatest asset. Let us conserve the spint of unity. Let us
take care of any neglected interest. Let us march on with a
unified program and the conquering spirit of our blessed Lord.

“Our Veterans””—a Tribute and a Plea

Rev. Wm. Lunsford, D.D., Corresponding Secrelary.

This is what they are, our “veterans.” Why should we
not so regard them, and assume the responsibilities which the
relationship imposes?  Kindliness, forethought and tender
provision should be in all our thinking with regard to those
old and retired men. Why should we call them ours? Long
ago they gave themselves to the ministry of Jcst.ls Christ, as
Baptists see and understand the revelations of his work and
character, and, in so far as it was in our power to do, we

accepted the gift.

In the bygone days of early manhood, when professional,
commercial. and industrial careers opened before them, they
turned away from these and offered themselves to us for the
work of Cod, the churches and the ministry. From that
hour to this, they have first been Christ's, and then ours.
They have served with various degrees of faithfulness. Not
one has been perfect. Some have given all of their time,
others only a part, and not a great part at that. Delicate
questions are some of these, calling for the tenderest appli-
cation of the rule of justice. Our ‘‘veterans,”” who have
gone about “publicly, and from house to house,” leading men
and women into the fold of Christ, and have done it without

murmuring. Surely they are ours.

OLD IN SERVICE. o
The dictionary definition of a *veteran” is *‘one grown old

in service.” and our Baptist people cannot afford to have a
definition that means less than this. These men certainly
come within that definition, and are our ‘“‘veterans,” and are
entitled to consideration and allowance on account of it. The
very fact that they have grown old in the ministry has prac-
tically unfitted them for any other work by which to eam a
living. Are there anywhere in this world **veterans” who are
entitled to aid and comfort in old age? Surely then, ours
must be. Good warriors they have been, fighting the age-
long battle between right and wrong. Laborers have they
been, in the Lord’s harvest field, gathering precious sheaves

into his gamner, patient builders of characters, ever witnessing

to the fidelity of their sacred trust. Who then will say that
they are not worthy of reasonable aid and comfort in old age?

A CoMPARISON. .
A summer resort resident had pointed out to him a cozy

little cottage overlooking the far-famed beauties of a majes-
tic river. His companion had told him that this was the sum-
mer home of one who had grown old in the service of a great
railroad. When failing sight unfitted him to hold any longer,
safely, the throttle of the locomotive, the company retired him
on a pension of $50 a month for life; the company stating
this pension was a recognition of “long and faithful ser-
vice.”” On reading this, I had one thought of that great army
of Baptist preachers, who, under all circumstances, were
faithful to the churches over which they were called to exer-
cise the office of under shepherd, until physical infirmity com-
pelled their retirement, but who never received from the great
denomination for that service, not only $50 a month, but
even so much as $50 a year, as a recognition of long and
faithful service. Yet, that was a “‘soulless” corporation, and
we are a Christian denomination. What that “soulless™ cor-
poration did, is what all “soulless” railroad corporations are
doing, and the “‘soulless” telegraph companies—in fact all
the *“‘soulless” commercially great corporations of this country.
OLp AND WORN-OUT.

“No, I don't believe in these ‘worn-out’ preachers’ yamns,
such as the preacher sprung on us this morning. A wom-out
preacher ought to be like a worn-out business man—able to
take care of himself."”
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“How about your old friend Jones?” mildly asked his
wife. *“He is a womn-out business man and he’s in the poor-
hovse.” *‘Humph! Lack of business sagacity.” *“But,” con-
tinued the wife, “'suppose a hard-working preacher receives,
while in his strength of body and mind, only enough to keep
soul and body together. 'What is he to do when he is old?”

“Why—eh? Say, wife, I've got to go north on business
tomorrow. Want to go along? You will have to run your
own chances, for I do not know what sort of a place it is.”

“It may be that jumping-off place to the poorhouse,” sug-
gested his wife.
At six o'clock the next evening they found themselves in a

scrubby town.
“There is no hotel here!” exclaimed the wife. But after

looking around they directed their steps to the most neatly kept
house in town where a feeble, kindly-faced old lady answered
their knock.

“Good woman,” said the business man, *“‘we are obliged
to remain in town over night. Can you give us lodging? We
will pay you well for your trouble.”

“If you can put up with what we have we will be glad to
keep you. Shall we not, husband?”*

*“Certainly,” came a cheery voice from within.
no stranger from our door.”

For supper they had the shredded leg of a chicken made
into a delicious gravy, faultlessly cooked potato, the proverbial
pinch of salt and water. A repetition of their supper consti-
tuted their breakfast.

“We are poor,” explained the kindly-faced woman, “‘and
are obliged to make a chicken go a long way,”’ she said, laugh-
ing. “‘Husband is feeble, and I am not much better; but so
far the good Lord has provided for all our necessities.”

“Amen!”’ responded the gray-haired man at the table.

“But where did you sleep last night?’’ asked the business
man’s wife.

“We have but one bed,” answered the gray-haired man.
“Wife and I took to our old rocking-chairs, and passed a very
comfortable night of it. You see, we have plenty of wood.”

“And who are you?” asked the business man, while he
tried to find something in his eye which very much troubled him.

“My name is .

“What! Not my father’s old pastor?” exclaimed the busi-
ness man’s wife.

“The same.”

“And you baptized me?”

“Yes.” .

“And preached my mother’s and father’s funeral sermons?"

“Husband!”

But the business man did not answer. He was having
trouble now with both eyes. He had out his pocketbook, and
counting out a generous sum of money, handed it over to the
wom-out minister and his wife.

Then' the old pastor took the blessed Book and with a

quavering voice read a joyous psalm of thanksgiving:

“Bless the Lord, O my soul;

And forget not all His benehts.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, .

And all that is within me, bless His holy name.

The next Sunday the business man united with his homf
church, and ever after saw to it that the worn-out preachers
apportionment was pressed down and running over.

“We turn

The *‘union meeting” implies inevitably in the minds of the
multitude that the churches confess their inabilty to do the one
supreme thing for which they exist. However successful such
a meeting may apparently be, it carries with it serious diffi-
culties. Some have thought that the only way in which to
startle a big city into an awareness of the claims of the gospel
and the churches is to secure a sufficiently noted or notorious
evangelist to make the community sit up and take notice. But
the Home Board evangelists have proved that there is a better
way. Read the story in this issue of their evangelistic cam-
paign in Louisville, Ky., which followed on the heels of a
four-weeks ‘“‘union meeting” at the Municipal Auditorium.
Here is a kind of “‘unionism” over which we may grow enthu-
stastic—the union of all the Baptist churches in a community
for a mighty effort to reach the lost and build up the saved
through the churches themselves, with the aid of Spirt-filled

Baptist evangelists and singers!
B o B

“Hard Times Have Not Come, but Soft Times Have
Gone,” says a business slogan of a well-known organization.
The money that most of us complain of having lost is simply
easy money that we hoped to make and didn’t! As a matter
of fact our material prosperity is above the average of many
normal periods. God knows that soft times make soft men.
He is testing out some of us to see of what stuff we are made.
How are you standing the test?

L

Mrs. Harriet G. Neal, wife of Missionary C. L. Neal,
Toluca, Mexico, writes of the staggering opportunity that con-
fronts her in the medical missionary work she is doing with
such splendid effectiveness. No method of approach to the
Mexicans is quite so effective today as that of healing of the
body. She pleads for reinforcement. Where is the conse-
crated physicdan who wants to make his life count supr emelx

in such a task?
£ B o

N

Are you working out carefully some worthy objectives for
your church and its organizations? What do you expect to
accomplish during 19222 How many conversions? How
many in Sunday school? How many tithers? How many
paid in full on their Campaign pledges? How many new
givers? How many family altars? A church without an ob-
Jective is about as useless as a rifle range without a target.

S B B

The Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Episcopal
Church for all mission lands, reports a total of 697,436 native
Chnistians, with “baptisms,”” including children and adults,
aggregating last year 59,088. The Board has 1133 mission-
aries under its direction, to which are to be added 575 sup-
ported by the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society.

o

The one hundredth anniversary of the founding of the Do-
mestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Epis-
copal church was observed throughout the nation on November
6. Some of the objectives set for the new year are at least
100 new missionartes; 100,000 proportionate givers; 100,000
intercessors; and the completion of certain building enterprises
on the foreign fields.

I

A Bible Institute, similar to the institutions in America
which have done so much for the training of Christian workers,
is to be opened in a suburb of Pars, under the direction of
Pastor R. Saillens, the staunch French Baptist whose recent
visit to America impressed profoundly our people.
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" Victories for the Gospel in Siberia

The Continuation of a Wonderful Story of a 200-Mile Trip by Our Baptist Superintendent of Misslons.

Rev. P. ]. Vince
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“The hunger for God's Word is increasing in the people, and thousands turn their backs upon politics, which cannot satisfy them.”

On the 8th of June we came to the village Ierkovka, where
we held three Gospel meetings. In that village on the first
of July, 1920, only one brother was reported to the annual
conference to have been recently converted; now there is a
congregation of fifty-one members, i.e., one brother in the
course of a twelvemonth time has won 50 new members for
Christ. It is a glorious victory of the Gospel, and as it was
in the Apostles’ time, so it is in our time too: ‘“‘all that would
live gladly in Chnst Jesus shall suffer persecution.”

In the beginning of November, 1920, in that very village
while baptizing believers one of our evangelists, Bro. P. I.
Linnik was badly beaten, so that he had been confined to bed
and room for many months after that. The like treatment
had been intended and the similar present had been kept in
store for us, as we were by and by told. ~ Yet God has kept us
in safety.

“God is our refuge, tried and proved,
Amid a stormy world;
. We will not fear though the earth be moved,
And hills in ocean hurled.
The waves may roar, the mountains shake,
Our comforts shall not cease;

. The Lord His saints will not forsake; - Ths
The Lord will give us peace........ *
When earth and hell against us came, .
He spake, and quelled their powers;

The Lord of Hosts is still the same,
The Lord of grace is ours.”

During the third meeting the peace was suddenly disturbed
behind the door. A confusion arose, the sermon stopped and
all the eyes were turned towards the door, where the following
drama was played off. The blacksmith of that village, an
older man, knocked down to the ground a younger one by hit-
ting him on the head with a club. While others were trying

to wrench the club out of the smith’s hands, he dealt another
one such a blow in the face, that the latter flew down the ver-
anda. In view of all that there was a general constemnation;
many hearers sprang up to their feet and ran away, others
cried and wailed, but the smith stood his ground and remained
victor. When the storm had fallen a little, we sang a hymn
and carried on the interrupted divine service. Of course, by
what we had seen and heard, I was obliged to change my text
and theme, and for further contemplation I chose another text
out of Proverbs 14: 34. When the meeting was over, the up-
roar and scuffle were explained to have come about as follows:
The smith with the club was the own brother of our evangelist
who had been beaten so badly there last autumn. The smith
had accidentally overheard some young men while they were
agreeing to cudgel us. Filled with indignation against such a
plan he had caused a prevention of it, for which the young
men had threatened him with like treatment. The threat had
only made the old man to be beside himself with rage, and as
he had been told by the standers-by that they were the same
young men who had beaten his brother, his patience burst, and
he seized the most primitive Russian weapon, wherewith he re-
venged himself for his brother on the disturbers of peace.

That was a very saddening case, yet we recognized in it
God's leading to protect his children, according to the divine
word: “The righteous is delivered out of trouble and the
wicked cometh in his stead.” (Prov. 11:8.)

From Ierkovka we went to Annovka. In the meantime be-
fore we left for that place, it had plentifully rained, and the
roads were very muddy. Starting from the village by a by-
lane, we had to pass through a quagmire. Our foremost cart
stuck fast in the bog, the brethren and sisters leaped down and
found themselves in a “‘pretty mess.”
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Our wagon driver had a better horse that could have pulled
us through the marsh, and the good man allowed me and my

Such is the opinion of the multitudes of the Russian people,
and it may be true that such are the principal causes why all
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wife not to vacate our cart. Bro. S. V. Petroff, the mission- the economic and industrial life of Russia has been hampered; it
ary of this field, was also bidden to stay with us; yet he did and it is the main reason by which our conference has not been g.,
not listen to reason and would have his own way, and there- able to acquit itself of the task set before us to the desired i
fore he had instantly to stand treat of his self-will. Having extent. j

leaped down from the wagon, he tried to climb over the dan-
gerous spot by taking hold of a wooden hedge. The plan he
hit upon would have succeeded with him, if suddenly an un-
forseen “‘if”" had not intervened. Half the dangerous place
having been gotten over by him that way, an unexpected thing
happened to him. The board he was holding by, came off
from its posts, and the short stubby fellow with the detached
board in his hands slumped right into the puddle, so that stale
water sprinkled all around. Looking on that unexepected
scene no one of the way-faring company could help laughing
aloud, and the gaping villagers, also being eye-witnesses of that
adventure, set up a malicious roaring and hooting, at the sight
of our missionary.

The nearest brooklet served us for a purgatory, where men,
clothes and shoes were washed and cleansed. The mirth
caused by that adventure knew no limits, especially was it in-
teresting to contemplate our dear brother as he sat before us
on the cart dripping wet, and was drying himself under the
sun-rays. Even until now whenever some spectators of that
funny scene meet him, the picture of that adventure comes re-
newed into their memory and makes them slightly smile.

So it fared from village to village—everywhere finding that
the doors for the message of Salvation were kept wide-open,
everywhere souls are hungering for salvation flocked, “‘wait-
ing for the moving of the water,” that any man should put
them into the blessed pool of grace divine, that they might

On the above grounds we feel ourselves reluctantly obliged
to decline many petitions for messengers of Salvation and
peace, that come addressed to our missionary board of admin-
istration, because our cash-box has not funds necessary for
that purpose.

Therefore our incessant prayer is worded thus: “Lord!
Bring this land and its people into rest, and send laborers into
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