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need the gospel of Jesus Christ

JANUARY,
“THE VIRGIN OF SOLITUDE"
One of the many images of The Virgin Mary worshipped by the Catholics of Mexico.
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MISSIONARY WORKERS CF THE HOME MISSION BOARD

ATLANTA, GA.
B. D. GRAY, Corresponding Secretary

FOREIGNERS, INDIANS AND NEGROES

B. C. Hening, Superintendent

Foreigners

ALABAMA—Miss Lila Herrin, 217 N. 22nd Street, Bir-
mingham; C. H. Ekblad, Silver Hill.

FLORIDA (among Iltalians), West Tampa: G. V. Ro-
mano, Pastor; Miss Kate MclLure, Miss Fannie H. Taylor,
Miss Mary Hunter, Miss Martha A. Dabney.

FLORIDA (among Cubané)—Tampa: J. G. Chastain,
."Pastor; Mrs. Emily Black, Mrs. J. M. Mabry, Mrs. Bettie
Hoke Mitchell, C. F. Wahlberg (among Swedes), Groveland.

ILLINOIS—Miss Mary Kelly, Miss Pearl Bavgher, Mrs.
Sue Riley, Miss Irene Douard, M.ss Jennie Johnson, Miss
Ruby Mayer, East St. Louis.

VIRGINIA—MIiss Nonie Gravett, Miss Elizabeth Watkins,
Mrs. Ella Wilson, Norfolk.

OKLAHOMA—Pascal Arpalo, Pastor at Hartshorne and
Haileyville; Miss Jewelle Grimes, Krebs.

NEW MEXICO—Miguel Chaparro, Roswe!l; Pedro Suarez,
Alamogordo; J. G. Sanchez, Alauquerque; A. N. Porter, Ala-
mogordo.

TEXAS (amorg Mexicans)—Dr. and Mrs. C. D. Daniel,
Box 428, El Paso; A. Velez, El Paso; Miss Gladys Mclana-
han, El Paso; Lily Mae Weatherford, El Paso; Mrs. B. G.
Cordona, Dallas; Francisco Banda, Gonzales; Rev. and Mrs.
Paul C. Bell, Austin; Gregoria Garcia, San Marcos; Joel E.
Garcla, Laredo; Matias Garcia, Del Rio; Victor Gonzales,
Dallas; Carlos Gurrolla, Waco; Mrs, Chas. A. Henry, Fort
Worth; F. A. Hernandez, Cameron; F. G. Olvera, Rosebud;
Carolyn Mitler, Waco; Geo. B. Mixim, Brownsville; J. W.
Newbrough, Harlingen; L. Ortiz, Uvalde; P. B. Pettipas,
Beaumont; Silverstre Rios, San Angelo; Moises Robeido,
Mission: Emmett Rodriguez, Kerrville; Donato Rulz, San
Marcos: Mrs. Nations Smith, Kerrville; William Ybarro,
Bryan.

Indians

MISSISSIPPI (among Choctaws)—J. E. Arnold, Union.

NORTH CAROLINA (among Cherokees)—J. N. Lee,
Cherokee; J. K. Henderson, Pembroke (among Croatans).

OKLAHOMA—Robt. Hamilton, Shawnze; Grace Clifford
Fairfax; T. D. New, Pawnee; William Harris, Avery; M.
B. Hurt, Red Rock; C. W. Burnett, Pawhuska; Mary P.
.f]ayne. Pawnee; Solomon Kent, Perkins; F. O. Quarles, Fair-
ax.

ALABAMA—Martha Walden, Malcolm.
NEW MEXICO—F. E. Graham, Farmington.

Negroes

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION—W. F. Lovelace,
Cor. Sec., Wynne, Ark.; Jos. A. Mitchell, Memphis; Geo. W.
Hampton, Anchorage, Ky.; Thos. P. Hilliard, Texarkana,
Ark.; J. W. Jackson, Atlanta; W. L. Jeffries, Seima, Ala.;
C. N. Hampton, Dallas; A. B. Murden, Athens, Ga.; R. N.
Davis, Tillie, Ark.; E. B. Topp, Jackson, Miss.; G. D. Mc-
Gruder, Union, La.; A. J. Brown, Ybor City, Fla.; Jas. W.
Gibson, Louisville, Ky.; J. W. Perkins, Muskogee Okla.; N.
N. Nealey, Montgomery, Ala.

NEW ERA WORKERS—Wm. Cousins, Portsmouth, Va.;
~ A. L. Brent, Staunton, Va.; M. T. Boone, Sharpe, Va.; A.
L.. Johnson, Salera, Va.; J. Goins, Kansas City, Mo.

INSTITUTES AND COLLEGES—C. O. Boothe, Chatta-
nooga, Tenn.; J. H. Gadson, Rome, Ga.; J. P. Garrick, Sum-
ter. S. C.; E. D. Hildreth, Selma, Ala.; A. F. Owens, Selma,
Ala.; H. E. McWilliams, C. C. Phillips, 1l

ENLISTMENT AND EVANGELISM

Enlis*ment Workers

ALABAMA—J. E. Barnes, T. M. Fleming, 127 S. Court
St.. Montgomery, Ala.

ARKANSAS—A. H. Autry, 1714 W, 9th St., Little Rock.
FLORIDA—C. M. Brittain, Peninsular Bldg., Jacksonville.

GEORG!A—B. S. Bailey, 317 Palmer Bldg., Atlanta; J. W.
O’Hara. Cartersville; J. Fred Eden, Jr., Toccoa.

ILLINOIS—E. W. Reeder, East St. Louis;: O. W. Shields,
L. Tucker, Girard; T. J. Wheeler, J. T. Bell, Robinson;
EB. W. Cooper, Ewing; J. S. Bright, Fairfield.

. KENTUCKY—A. C. Hutson, Jackson: F. R. Walters, Man-
chester; J. A. McCord, Pineville: C. E. Perryman, Paducah;

J. G. Bow, Louisville; J. L. Dotson, Loulisville; W. W, Payne,
Franklin; M. M. McFarland, Loulsville; C. J. Bolton, West
Point; W. A. M, Wood, Erlanger; J. S. Ransdall, Cincinnati,
0O.; W. O. Beaty, Louisville; R. M. Mays, Barbourville; E.
W. Roach, Hazard:; C. J. Olander, Oakland; B. F. Baty,
Paducah.

LOUISIANA—Box 12, Shreveport: E., O. Ware; Spurgeon
Wingo, Box 111, Slidell; D. T. Brown, Mansfield.

MISSISSIPPI—A. L. O'Briant, Hattlesburg; T. W. Green,
Jackson; Owen Williams, Brookhaven; R. A. Kimbrough,
Blue Mountain; J. R. G. Hewlett, Charleston.

MISSOURI-—J, W. Beagle, Terminal Trust Bldg., Kansas
City.

NORTH CAROLINA—R. L. Randolph, Bryson City; A. I.
Justice, Hendersonville; N. S. Hampton, Pineola; L. M. Hol-
loway, Elkin; C. W. Blanchard, New Bern.

OKLAHOMA—J. M, Wiley, 1175 Live Oak St., Muskogee;
E. A. Howard, 1729 W. 33rd St., Oklahoma City; G. R. Nay-
lor, Ada; C. H. Carleton, McAlester; C. M. Curb, Enid.

Evangelistic Staff

PREACHERS—W. F. Frazier, 610 E. EIm St., Sgringfield,
Mo.; W. L. Head, 249 Atwood St., Atlanta, Ga.; J. E. Mc-
Manaway, 211 Leach St., Greeneville, S. C.; W. C. McPher-
son, Cahal Road and Gallatin, Nashville, Tenn.; E. S. P'Pool,
Station *B,” Hatiesburg, Miss.; W. J. Ray, Vincent, Ala.;
T. O. Reese, Marbury, Ala.; J. A. Scott, 1265 West Main
St., Oklahoma City, Okla.; L. O. Vermillion, Route No. 4,
Jackson, Tenn.; L. C. Wolfe, 1151 Locust St., Muskogese,
Okla., Raleigh Wright, 2108 Church St., Greenville, Texas.

SINGERS—Harry Beckman, 320 W. 8th S$t.,, Owensboro,
Ky.; J. P. Carter, 8th Ave., East Hendersonville, N. C.;
C. C. Elsey, 803 McNatt Ave., Aurora, Mo.; Theo. H. Farr,
Marbury, Ala.; W. C. Grindle, 39 St. Charles Ave., Atlanta,
Ga.; R. M. Hickman, Petersburg, Tenn.; John D. Hoffman,
46 W. Pine St., Atlanta, Ga.; J. W. Jelks, Box 653, Macon,
Ga.; E. A. Patterson, Vincent, Ala.; P. S. Rowland, Macon,
Ga.; Jesse T. Williams, 304 Chaney St., East Point, Ga.

NEGRO EVANGELISTS—Richard Carroll, Box 419, Col-
umbia, S. C.: A. A. Mathis, 341 W. Fair St., Atlanta, Ga.;
W. M. Nix, 4375 W. Bell Place, St. Louis, Mo.

MISSIONARY TO DEAF—J. W. Michaels, Mountainburg,
Arik,

MISSIONARY TO HEBREWS—Jacob Gartenhaus, 1003
Healey Bldg., Atlanta, Ga.

FIELD WORKER—Miss Emma Leachman, 1003 Healey
Bldg., Atlanta, Ga.

CUBA AND THE CANAL ZONE
Cuban Workers

M. N. MccCall, Supt.,, Baptist Templo, Havana; Rev. and
Mrs. Rene Alfonso, Regla; Rev. Romano Aroche, Havana;
Rev. and Mrs. Edelmiro Becerra, Trinidad; Miss Luel.a Bell,
Havana; Rev. and Mrs. A, T. Bequer, Cienfuegos; Rev. and
Mrs. E. Calejo, Arriete; Rev. and Mrs. M. A. Calleiro, Car-
denas; Rev. and Mrs, Callejo, Havana; Rev. and Mrs, Jose
Carenno, Arroyo Apolo; Rev. and Mrs. F., J. De Armas,
Cruces; Rev. and Mrs. Benigno Diaz, Sagua la Grande; Rev.
and Mrs. Antonio Echavarria, Havana; Rev. and Mrs.
Rafael Freguela, Caibarien; Miss Christine Garnett, Santa
Clara; Rev lIgnacio Guerra, Espiranza; Rev. Jacobo Gon-
zales, Cons»>!ation del Sur; Miss Bessie Harrell, Havana;
Miss Reitha Hight, Havana: Mrs. M. N. McCall; Mr. and
Mrs. H. S. McCall, Havana; Rev. and Mrs. W. B. Miller,
Matanzas (in the States); Rev. and Mrs. J. J. Negrin, Bata-
bano; Rev. Angelo Pinelo, San Adres; Rev. and Mrs. Emilio
Planos, Guanajay; Rev. and Mrs. M. R. Ponce, Vibora; Miss
Edelmira Robinson, Havana; Rev. and Mrs. A. S. Rodriguez,
Havana; Rev. and Mrs. J. F. Rodriguez, Havana; Rev. F.
Santana, Guane; Miss Kathryn Sewell, Santa Clara; Do-
mingo Hernandez, Havana; Ismael Negrin, Havana; Heri-
berto Rodriguez, Havana; Arturo Corujedo, San Juan a Mar-
tiniz; Fernando Pando, Havana; Moses Gonzales, Santa
Clara; J. L. Greno, Sancti Sniritus; Rev. and Mrs. J. L.
Morin, Luyano; Rev. and Mrs. Antonio Martinez, Guana-
bacoa; Rev. and Mrs. Alfonso Vallmitiana, Havana: Rav. and
Mrs. J. B. Silva, Colon; Rev. and Mrs. Daniel Hernandez,
Casilda; Rev. Artura Portigo, Cumanayaqua; Rev. and Mrs.
M. R. Vivanco, Havana; Mrs. Pura C. Hernandez, Havana:
Student Workers, Havana: Jose Prado, Juan B. Ferris,
Ciro Medina, J. M. Fleyter, Enrique Vosques, Jose Marques,
Fitlomeno Hernandez.

Student Missionaries—Havana: Arturo Corujado, Ismael
Negrin, Enrique Niggermann, Fernando Pando, Miguel Rob-
les, Antonio Perez.

Canal Zone Workers

Rev. M. F. hoberts, Supt., Balbba>H'eight‘s; -Fi.;v.;‘rszébl1en
Witt, Balboa; Rev. Joseph Thrift, Gatun. ~ :
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SENIOR B. Y. P. U.

Pittman has provided some excellent supplementary material in
the Young People’s Department. A striking poster may be made
from the pictures illustrating the Baptist leper work in China,

and Dr. Lake’s story might well be made the basis of a special
program.

January 6.—Toplc, “The Gospel in a Nutshell.” See editorial,
page 2, “The Best for Christ.” God gave his best for
us. Let the leader summarize the reasons why we
should give our best to him.

January 13.—Topic, “Wait on the Lord.” See page 8, ‘“The
Fruits of Wisdom and Sacrifice.” See also the stories
describing missionary progress in needy Mexico (pages
20-24). Let the leader use incidents from these stories

to illustrate the need of patience and the certainty of
final results.

January 20.—Topic, ‘““The Bible the One Basis of Baptist Be-
liefs.”” It {s difficult for us to realize the preciousness
of the Bible as do those in lands of religious persecu-
tion. Let some one read the “Message from Rou-
mania,” and show what the Bible means in such a land.

January 27.—Topic, “Look on the Fields—Missionary World
Survey.” Let the leader, or some one specially invited,
summarize the conclusions presented by Dr. Carver in
the final letter describing his world-tour, *At the End
of the Trall,” (pages 10 to 13).

G. A, R. A., SUNBEAM BAND, JUNIOR AND INTERMEDIATE
B. Y. P. U,, AND OTHER CHILDREN'S MEETINGS

Especial attention i{s given this month to the study of Mexico.
In ad_dltlon to the interesting stories on pages 20 to 24, Mrs.

W. M. U, and Y. W. A,

The topic for the missionary meeting this month is “Mexico.”
An abundance of special material has been provided on pages

20 to 24. See also outline program prepared by Miss Willle Jean
Stewart on pages 26, 27.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
)

January 13 has been designated ‘“Baptist Rellet Day,”” and
all our Southern Baptist Sunday schools are requested to make
this an occasion of a speclal program and collection for the
sufferers of foreign lands. See especially the announcement on
the cover page.

MEN’S BROTHERHOOD AND PRAYLER MEETING

Secretary Henderson furnishes a helpful outline for the Men’s
Brotherhood program on page 28. Let the prayer meeting leadar
read with care the editorial, “Forward—or Backward,” and make
this the basis of the prayer meeting study. Another excellent
prayer meeting topic {s ‘““The Missionary Motive,” discussed by
Rev. Chas. C. Smith on page 5.
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he Best for Christ

Great character comes from great purpose. There are
countless purposes which actuate us in our daily living, some
trivial, some unworthy, some ignoble, some fine and high and
ennobling. The highest purpose which can dominate any
life is that which constituted the life-word of Paul when he
exclaimed, *“For to me to live is Christ!”’

Christ not only desires but demands our best. He will
not be content with second place in our affections, nor is he
willing to accept the left-overs of our possessions. Listen to
this startling statement: *“‘He that loveth father or mother more
than me 1s not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me.” Again and again are the
requirements of discipleship set forth In terms of absolute
surrender—and nothing else will suffice. If Jesus can not

be I.l.lord of all, some one has well said, he will not be Lord
at all.

Has Christ the right io make such a demand? Is it reason-
able to call upon ordinary, average men and women thus to
surrender without reservation all that they are and have to
Jesus?  Upon what grounds shall we base this demand and
appeal? The Scriptures and reason combine to give an un-
equivocal answer.

First, Christ can claim absolute sovereignly over our lives by
right of creation. ‘“In the beginning was the Word,”
writes John, *‘and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. . . . All things were made through him; and with-
out him was not anything made that hath been made.” Christ,
the Word, was the active agent in creation. He was the real
Light, which lightens every man, without whom man could
have never progressed beyond the stage of the spiritually un-
enlightened savage. “In him,” declares Paul, *“‘all things
cohere.” All things have been created by him and for him.
Surely the Creator and Sustainer has the right of control over
the thing created and sustained.

Second, Christ can claim sovereignty over our lives by right
of redemption. It was he who gave himself for our sins,
that he might deliver us from this present evil world. In him
we have redemption, through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his grace; and having made
peace through the blood of his cross, we who were once alien-
ated from God and enemies, he has reconciled in the body of
his flesh through death, that we might be presented holy and
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unblamable and unreprovable in God's sight. He it was
who gave himself a ransom for all. ““Ye are bought with a
price,” is the ringing word of the New Testament. We are not
our own, and what we have is not our own, if so be that we
have trusted Chuist for salvation. This being true, by what
sort of twist may we claim the best of that with which he has
entrusted us for our own use? Surely he who has redeemed
our immortal souls from everlasting loss has the right to claim
control over such portion of our material possessions as will
most effectively serve to bring in his kingdom upon the earth!

Third, Christ can claim sovereignly over our lives by reason
of the great lové wherewith he has loved us. True love has
ever claimed the best. The love of God was so great that he
gave his best; and the love of our Lord was so great that he
gave his best. Such love does not claim its own by legal
process, nor on the ground of right and duty; it bases its claim
on the fundamental nature of the regenerated human heart,
which responds to love as the ear to sound, the eye to light,
the violin to the bow, the bird to the freedom of the air. Not
to respond freely and spontaneously means that something is
radically wrong. “If a man love me,” says the Master, “‘he
will keep my words; and my Father will love him; and we
will come unto him, and make our abode with him.”” We are
therefore to walk in love, as Christ also has loved us, and has
given himself for us. We are, with Paul, to be crucified
with Christ: so that it is no longer we who live, but Christ
who lives in us; the life that we now live in the flesh we live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved us and gave himself
up for us. When the fullness of time came, God sent forth
his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem them
that were under the law, that we might receive our adoption as
sons. We love him, therefore, because he first loved us.
Surely a pure and unfeigned love of Christ, who thus loved
us, will not deny to him the best we have that he may use 1t
whereby to discover his love to others who do not as yet know
of it.

Again, Christ can claim sovereignly over us because of his
mystical union with us, and our vilal union with him. *‘For
whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven,
the same is my brother, and sister, and mother.”” In strongest
possible figure Jesus declared that his followers must gain
their life from him, feeding on him and drinking of him for
spiritual sustenance. In another figure he declared that the
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine:
“I am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me,
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit, for without
me ye can do nothing.” It follows therefore that he who says
he abides in Christ ought himself also so to walk as Christ
walked. “Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in
God.” Christ’s hand has closed over yours, and God’s hand
has closed over Christ’s. Could the statement of complete
possession be made more explicit? Surely he who thus identi-
fies himself with the believer has the right to claim the best from
his own, in order that he may through it make known his
claim upon others equally precious in his sight!

Finally, Christ has rightful claim to sovereignly over our
lives because of the purpose which he has in view for us and
the world. This purpose is twofold: First, that he may
reveal to us the secret of true living, the philosophy of happi-
ness, the source and fountain of joy. ‘I am come,” declared
Jesus, ““that ye may have life, and that ye may have it more
abundantly.” The abundant life is the life of service, of
sharing, of self-sacrifice. “‘For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it,”” is a fundamental law of being, ““and whosoever
will lose his life for my sake shall find it.”” The other aspect
of the purpose of Jesus is but a corollary of the first: That
he may use us, in partnership with himself, in the redemptive
plan of God for the saving of a lost humanity. *“Ye did not
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choose me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that ye should
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide.” We
are to go and make disciples of all nations. We are to be
his witnesses, unto the ends of the earth. Repentance and the
remission of sins must be preached in his name to all the peo-
ples. Our commission, like that of Paul’s, is to the unevange-
lized of all the earth, that their eyes may he opened, and that
they may turn from darkness to light, from the power of
Satan to God, to receive remission of their sins and an inheri-
tance among the saved. In carrying out the latter purpose
we find the most complete and perfect fulfillment of the former.
Indeed, the purposes are at bottom one purpose, and the high-
est self-realization of each individual comes only as he gives
of his best that every other individual in the world may like-
wise find his place in the circle of the will of God.

By every argument which sound reasoning can adduce, and
by evidence heaped upon evidence throughout the Scriptures,
Christ demands, and has a right to demand, our best—and
nothing less will ever satisfy him or our own hearts and minds.
Let us then resolve to give him the best—the first-fruits, the
choicest portion, the measure heaped up and pressed down and
running over. God alone can estimate the happiness in store
for a life thus surrendered, and he alone can foretell the in-

fluence for good and the bringing in of Christ’s kingdom which
such a life will wield.

“The best that we have, is that too much
For Him who gave up all?

The best that we are, is it too good
To use at the Master’s call?

“He gave up the glory He had with Ged,
That we in that glory might share;

He laid down His life on Calvary’s hill,
That we might have life in His care.

“Shall we be the losers, by using for Him
The talents that He has bectowed?

Shall we poorer be for giving to Him
What we have received from His hand?

“The best we can be will never appear
Till we lose ourselves, wholly, in Him;

The best we can do will only be done
When His strength is the power within.

*“Then take us, dear Lord, all we have, all we are,
And make us the best that may be;

May we live, then, for Thee, be filled with Thy love
And reveal to the world only Thee.”

L I

Forward—or Backward

A moving object will continue to go forward for a little
space by force of momentum. How far it will thus go de-
pends upon its original velocity, its size, and the obstructions
in the way. But momentum, the physicist points out, is always
movement toward a dead stop.

The law of momentum holds good in spiritual affairs, with
the difference that a dead stop is impossible. Having ceased
to go forward in the world of spiritual things, the inexorable
law is that we must go backward. It is impossible for an
individual, a church, a denomination, to maintain a dead level
as regards spiritual life. To ascend the heights requires un
ceasing struggle, and when this effort is relaxed the descent
begins toward abysmal depths which are as measureless as the
heights toward which we ought to climb. The alternative is
perfectly clear—we must go forward, or backward.

 Much of Christian history illustrates this great truth. Dur-
ing the first three centuries the early Christians struggled up-

ward against incredible odds, with such glorous success that
the gospel was spread over the known world, and Christianity
was established in the Roman Empire beyond the possibility
of overthrow. Then came a period of ease, of prosperity, of
popularity, when efforts relaxed, and Christianity, adulterated
with heathenism, sank to almost unbelievable depths of ignor-
ance, superstition and iniguity. From the heights of New
Testament ideals to the depths of Romanism was so great a
fall that almost a thousand years were required for the climb
back to sight of the original heights, and then the Reformation
shook the world. Two centuries of struggle ensued, at the
close of which the victory for Protestantism and democracy
was fairly won. With this victory came a period of ease and
prosperity, and swiftly Christian ideals plunged downward to
the atheism, immorality, hyperorthodoxy and essential godless-
hess of the Elizabethan era. The Wesleyan revival, the mis-
sionary movement begun by Carey and the Sunday-school
movement under the leadership of Robert Raikes and John
Fox, served to check the downward course, and painfully and
slowly the world began again the upward climb toward New
Testament standards. Revolution followed revolution, and a
new world-order was born, bringing such an era of progress
and material prosperity as the world had never before known,
when again the descent began—this time swiftly to the cata-
clysm of a world-war which brought unprecedented suffering
and disaster. Again we are climbing out of the depths into
which this terrible war plunged us, with the heart of humanity
yearning as never before for the heights of New Testament
living which alone can bring permanent peace and happiness.

The war did not bring to America much of real suffering,
but rather augmented our material prosperity.  Vicariously
we suffered with our allies, but the conditicn in which the war
left us is in no wise to be compared with that of the bereft,
destitute, debt-ridden, poverty-stricken nations of Europe. This
vicarious suffering served to stimulate us for a fleeting hour to
a great idealism, but when peace came the spiritual struggle
ceased, and steadily we have been dropping back into the
depths of selfishness and materialism that are little less than
appalling to the careful studen: of history.

Caught in this stream of idealism and sufferng, Southern
Baptists rose in 1919-20 to great heights of vision and sacri-
fice. We caught a glimps= of God’s purpose for us in world-
evangelization, and set ours :lves with glorious enthusiasm to the
task of sharing worthily in a program of missionary effort that
would make our own nation more nearly Christian, and that
would then extend the gospel message and the fruits of that
message to a majonty of the peoples of the globe. But with
the pressure of necessity removed, and self-interest again in
the forefront, we have gradually relaxed our effort, slowing
down apparently toward a dead stop.

But, as we have already pointed out, in spiritual affairs
there is no dead stop. We must be going upward, by nerve-
straining, sacrificial effort, or we shall go swiftly down and
down toward unimaginable depths. Our leap forward, under
the stimulus of a great urgency, caused us to discover our
strength, with the result that we doubled our foreign mission
force, undertook in the homeland a great program of evangel-
ization, and set ourselves to the strengthening of all our insti-
tutions which stand for Christian ministries.

With the cessation of such sacrificial spirit, however, we
are not faced with the possibility of merely going back to
where we started—of standing still in a reduced program.
What we face is the disaster of collapse—of a fall back into
the depths of anti-missionism, of hardshellism, of indifference,
of worldliness, examples of which fill the pages of history.
Is this possible disaster not perfectly clear to those with eyes
to see and minds to comprehend? Must we shout it that deaf
ears may hear? Listen to this plain statement from Dr. W. O.
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Carver, whose analysis is given all the greater weight because
of his recent visit to the foreign mission fields:

“We have already mapped out a program and begun it
on a scale calling for great sums of money and greater and
greater force of men. We are falling terribly short of the de-
mands. We have advertised to fellow Baptists in the lands
where we work the great plans which were projected four
years ago, and have invited them to work with us in the ful-
filling of these plans. They have responded and have kept
the faith. We are telling our missionaries now that we cannot
meet the pledges we made nor carry out much more than half
what we promised of enlargement and advance. Many who
are not Christians in all the lands heard of our undertakings.
Some of them were greatly impressed and will be distressed
and discouraged in their interest in Christianity by reason of
our failure. Others were aroused in opposition and will
rejoice in our defection and gloat over it."”

Look at it a bit more concretely: A hospital in China has
been erected at wise but heavy cost. It cannot operate unless
equipped and manned. Our failure to go forward does not
mean a standstill here—it means a disastrous step backward,
as this hospital stands closed and useless in the midst of direst

mneed. Again, a school building has been provided, into which
/18 freshman class is gathered, filling it to capacity. The promise

1s that each year additions will be made to the building so
that this first year class may go on, and a new class of
equal size enrolled. Now no advance can be made, the
promises are broken, prospective students are d'sappointed, the
native Japanese who at first were deeply interested are made
to shrug their shoulders in contempt. Scarcely less disastrous
is the situation which must develop in the homeland if we
do not go forward. Programs for enlargement must be halted,
workers dismissed, opportunities abandoned; the credit of our
boards, already strained to the utmost, will be impaired, and
those whom we most desire to reach with our message will
lose hfaith in us and therefore discount what we preach and
teac

Southern Baptists, the issue is clearly drawn: It is either
advance or retreat, en]argement or retrenchment, forward or
backward. The eyes of the world are upon us, our Lord is
depending upon us, inescapable responsibility for the lost is
upon us. There Is no reason why we should fail, except the
reason to which history so clearly points—that we shall cease
heroic, sacrificial struggle, expecting to hold our own and to
stay where we are in self-satisfied ease.

Would God that these words might burn themselves into
the minds and consciences of Southern Baptist pastors, deacons,
women leaders, consecrated laymen and young people, until
they would shake off their indifference and set themselves as
crusaders in a mighty new cause to stop this descent into the
depths of failure by a call so thrilling and an example so
potent that as a people we shall start upward with passionate
determination to reach again the heights of New Testament
standards of living and of giving!

Forward or backward—which shall it be?

* % %

The meetings of the State Associaticns and Conventions
throughout the Southern territory were marked by deep con-
cern for our Southwide causes, particularly home and foreign
missions. The situation of these two Boards were put squarely
before the messengers, and many hearts were stirred by the
needs which have become so alarmingly evident regarding these
two paramount interests. Growing out of a careful presenta-
tion of the facts were several well-defined sentiments: (1)
that Home and Foreign Missions should have their full quota
of meney collected monthly, and not be forced to carry heavy

interest charges because of failure to receive monthly remit-
tances; (2) that the percentages determined upon in South-
wide conferences should be carefully adhered to, no money
being withheld for any reason which should go immediately
and directly to these Boards; (3) that tnhe concrete objects,
forms of service, fields of activity, achievements, needs, oppor-
tunities, of Home and Foreign M'ssions should be presented
inspirationally and educationally more often and more effec-
tively than has been the case for the most part since the Cam-
paign; (4) that the brotherhood be made to realize more
keenly the necessity for intelligent, earnest, heart-felt, unceasing
prayer for the making of our Southland Christian and the
extending of our witness unto the uttermost parts of the earth by
means of the missionaries at home and abroad who are our di-
rect representatives; (5) that the campaign for the indoctrina-
tion of our people along lines of stewardship and tithing be
pushed with all vigor and enthusiasm, looking to the time when
a generation of Baptists will be as consistently orthodox in
this great doctrine as they are in other New Testament funda-
mentals. Our State Conventions and Associations are power-
ful factors in world missions, and fulfil their highest purposes
when they are fired with zeal for nation-wide and world-wide
evangelization.

¥ ¥ X

The New Year is always an appropriate ttme of new be-
ginnings. Business men utilize the opportunity to *‘take stock,”
endeavoring to discover their successes and failures, their profits
and losses, their assets and liabilities, and on the basis of this
analysis to lay plans for a better year. Ought not a church
to undergo an analogous spiritual process at least one each
year? First, careful inventory should be taken of human spir-
itual resources and liabilities. How many members have been
added, and how many lost? How many are active and how
many inactive? How many are rendering a good account
of their stewardship, and how many are not? How many
are spiritually vital and strong, and how many anemic and
weak? The pastor, with a small group of selected members,
may well go through the membership register, answering these
questions regarding each member, and on the basis of such
answers, listing them for service, and for prayer and enlist-
ment. It is almost a hopeless undertaking to lead people to
enthusiasm and sacrifice for missions who have no vital part
in the life of the local church to which they belong. Pupils
are not promoted to high school and college before having
finished the grammar grades—and missions and benevolences
are the post-graduate courses in the Christian’s life. Let us
seek to strengthen our churches through every-member enlist-
ment in all their activities as a fundamental prerequisite to their
participation in the larger life of the denomination and the
kingdom.

L S

*“Is it possible to jail people in the United States because
of their religion?”” A writer in the Dearborn Independent
records a strange story of religious persecution of a Jewish
lad, Harry Bucalstein, who was converted and became a
Baptist, and whose parents and neighbors hounded him to a
prison cell and to six months in a penal institution for incor-
rigible children. The evidently authentic report of the case

reveals the deep-seated bitterness of the Jews toward one of
their number who turns “renegade,” as they call it, and speaks
eloquently of the need of the Jews for the saving gospel of
Jesus Christ. Our Home Mission Board is seeking through
its department of Jewish Missions to stir up renewed interest in
the evangelization of the Jews in our midst.
to pray for God’s blessings upon this work.

Let us continue
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The Missionary Motive
Rev. Chas. C. Smith, Windsor, N. C.
The heart of the Bible is the sacrificial death of Jesus

Christ, which is sufficient atonement for the entire race. The
telling of this story is the main business of the agency which
the Lord established for the dissemination of his truth.

That agency is the church. The dissemination of this truth
among a people unable or unwilling to support those who tell
it is missions. Missions, then, is the main business of the
church.

Through the centuries men and women have told this
story. Like Paul numbers have said, “I will gladly spend
and be spent.” They have gone, thrust out by a burning
passion, to make this great way of salvation known, and many
of them have seemingly endured more than ‘“‘all things.”
What is the motive that has impelled them? What are
some of the passions and reasons that have moved men and
women, churches and denominations, to this great task?

It Is necessary occasionally to get to the fundamental princi-
ples of missions in order that the missionary fires may be
kept burning, and that the church may be kept continuously
at its main business. Let us consider sbme of the master
motives that move the church and the individual Christian
to missionary endeavor.

I. CurisTIAN EXPERIENCE NEEDS ADEQUATE
EXPRESSION

A Christian experience means that Christ is in the heart,
and when yielded to he controls the feelings, thinking and
will of the believer, and thus the Christian’s impulse is to
do the same things that Christ did and does. *As he is,
so are we in this world.”” The master passion of Christ
was to serve, to save, to redeem. ““The Son of Man is come
to seek and to save that which was lost.”” *For even the
Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minster,
and to give his life a ransom for many.” He ever felt impelled
to move on to others who had not had the benefits of his
beneficent ministry. *‘I must preach the kingdom of God to
the other cities also.”” Divine necessity moved upon him as
the great imperative of his being. ‘I must be about my
Father’s business.”” ‘‘The Son of Man must suffer.”

A genuine Christian experience presupposes the mind of
Christ; the servant must be as his Lord; and he feels with
his Lord that he, too, must work the works of him that sent
him. The expression of a vital Christian experience Is ever
to work, think, labor, for the good of others. The Christ
spirit within is never adequately expressed except in laborious,
continued efforts of loving service in behalf of others, seeking
to render them the highest good. That is the natural impulse
of the Christian heart. He that quenches that impulse must
be a smaller Christian; and the one who does so must feel
himself shriveled in his spiritual nature. The Christ spint
within is essentially unselfish, and this spirit can be adequately
expressed only in doing those things which, too, are essen-
tially unselfish. Hence this is one of the superlative motives
that prompts to missionary endeavor, namely, the giving of

full expression to a Christian experience that is vital and
genuine.

II. THE PoweR ofF THE GosPEL To RECONSTRUCT

CHARACTER
. That the character of the world needs reconstructing there
is no difference of opinion. Never has there been a time
when selfishness was so rampant. Baptists returning from
the Baptist World Alliance unite in saying that another great
war is imminent. Nothing else but the gospel can give per-

manent help there. Secretary Charles E. Maddry, of North
Carolina, says, ““Unless Protestant America gives Europe the
gospel, there is nothing but chaos and universal ruin facing
the whole continent. And everywhere we found Europe
looking to America for succor and salvation.”

Nineteen centuries are replete with testimonies to the power
of the gospel to redeem. The history of missions is filled
with unnumbered incidents. Almost every issue of the HoOME
AND FoRrEIGN FIELDs reads like the book of Acts.

Because Christians know of the great blessing brought to
lives by the gospel they therefore find in this a powerful motive
to continued and increased and enlarged missionary activities.
And individual lives act as a potent influence in reconstructing
communities and nations. Karjaanak, a converted native,
was largely instrumental in making Greenland Christian.
Savonarola transformed Florence by the power of the gospel.
Africanas, won by Moffat, the great missionary to Africa,
won his tribe to Christ. Someone asked a Chinese of in-
fluence when the revolution in China began, and was told
it began on the day that Morrison landed in China. That
motive furnishes adequate reason why the Southern Baptist
Convention is deing mission work in Europe. For cheaper
and many times more effective is the preaching of the gospel
to Germany than cannon, scldiers, battleplanes, and poison

gas. Baptist money spent by the million in Europe would re- {j

construct that continent in ten years.

The gospel transforms. Native Chinese recently cele-
brated the twentieth anniversary of the coming to their country
of two Southern Baptist missionaries, Mr. and Mrs. Mec-
Daniel, by a great three-day festival, when there were numer-
ous testimonies by Chinese Christians to the transforming power
of the gospel as preached, taught and lived by those conse-
crated servants of the Lord. Surely that constitutes an im-
pelling motive to foreign mission work, as indeed Christian

work of all kinds.

III.

In my opinion, this, beyond all doubt, should be the master
motive in missions, the magnifying of the name of Jesus Christ
is his saving power. Missions save the lost, but that is
not the missionary motive supreme. Our Lord has commanded
mission work to be carried on, but mere obedience often de-
generates into cold, stern duty, and perhaps the mere mathe-
matical giving of the tenth. So mere obedience to a command
even of the Lord is not intended by him to be the dominant
motive for missions. The great motive that should incite us
to missionary activity and prompt our gifts is that Jesus may be
known and honored among peoples to whom he is now a
stranger. As long as his great love and great sacrifice and
way to God are unknown in any land, there he can not
be honored and magnified. A natural impulse of the human
heart is to make known the splendid achievements and noble
worth of those we love and admire. The Woodrow Wilson
Memorial Fund was raised for the purpose of honoring
that great American. Calvin Coolidge Vermont Clubs are
being formed all over America that our new president may
be nominated for that high office and then elected in his
own right to the presidency. The burden of Scripture and
the emphatic motive set forth therein is: “Make known
his saving health among the nations.”” ‘“That the whole earth
may be full of his glory.” *I will give thee the heathen for
thine inheritance.”” In God's heart the whole world has al-
ready been given to Christ. Our part is to seek to work with
God in the bringing of this purpose to speedy realization. The
question for us is not, “‘Can the heathen be saved without
the gospel?” But it is ours to say, *‘If they are saved at all,
Jet them have a salvation that is not meager, and then let our
Christ have the honor of saving them.”

THE HoNor oF Jesus CHRIST
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These are some of the master motives that should move
every Christian to sustained and deepened interest in mis-
sions, and that should impel him to ceaseless activity in ex-
erting his powers to the world-wide dissemination of the
glorious gospel of our Lord and Saviour.

We should pay in full our Campaign pledges, not simply
because we made them, though surely we should place too
high a value on our word than to repudiate a single dollar
pledge. We should pay them, not simply nor primarily for
the honor of our denomination, though certainly we should
guard jealously this denomination which came down to us
through ““dungeon, fire and sword.” And we should suf-
ficiently prize the glory of her prison-stained and flame-charred
garments, made so because our forefathers in other years
stood for the whole gospel for the whole world, as not
to allow the Baptist name to be dishonored among men
because we hold avariciously to our paltry dollars, refusing
to give them, and thus confess before the world that we
prize these dollars above the Baptist name.

Yes, I want to pay my Campaign pledge and beyond,
but for motives higher far than these. Christian experience
finds adequate expression only in this most unselfish service of
all, the giving of the saving gospel to those who have it not.

R Eusl.m reminds us of Southey’s statement that no one was

er yet convinced of any momentous truth without feelmg
“in himself the power as well as the desire for communicating it.

He who has knowledge that will help his fellows is under
obligation to convey to them that knowledge. The fact that
he can help is reason why he should help. When we have
power to help in the highest way by giving that which will
remake character so that it will be in the likeness of the
Lord, then we have a far higher missionary motive than
paying our pledges just to meet a promise that we do not wish
to break.

The Spint-taught person has as his aim the honoring of
the name of Jesus, and that this may be accomplished he
seeks to make him known through redeemed lives, shining as
lights in the world. He labors to usher in that day when

every kindred, every tribe,
On this terrestrial ball,

To Him all majesty ascribe,
And crown Him Lord of AlL™

% B

Japan’s Pathetic Spiritual Need
Rev. J. F. Love, D.D.

Some earnest men are conducting In Japan what they
call “newspaper evangelism " In other words they are ad-
vertmng the gospel in the newspapers. The plan is to secure
space in certain secular papers which have wide circula-
tion, and fill this with explanations of the gospel. The
responses which are received from readers of these adver-
tisements are significant of the need, the urgency, and the
promise of evangelistic effort in Japan. We give below
some of these answers. Let the reader say whether these
have in them any missionary appeal for him.

“I am feeling the loneliness of Lhuman life and think that
Christ might fill the gap.”

“I am wandering in the wilderness and weary; please lead
me in the right way.”

“I am feeling very sad because of the death of my brother;
please help me to get near to God.”

“l am an artisan without any joy or hope in life; my
life 1s meaningless, more like that of a worm than a man.

I think that perhaps through Christ I might escape from
this condition, but do mot know how to pray or do any-
thing; please help me.’

“Thanks for your teaching in the newspapers; I have
realized how great a sinner I am; please teach me how my sins
can be blotted out.”

“Hitherto my efforts to escape from my sins have been fruit-
]ess Please teach me about a Saviour.”

“Looking back on my past life, I find it full of false-
hood. Knowing good, I have done wrong. I want to be-
gin a new life. There is no church here, but I saw your
advertisement and beg for your help.”

“I have lost all trust in everyone; all seem selfish and
heartless; for me the world is utterly miserable; I have
wondered if suicide were the only way out. 1 am drifting
like a boat without oars. Yesterday I heard an old gray-
headed man preaching in the street of the love of God
and was greatly impressed. Is it possible that one so cold and
hopeless as myself can be saved?”

“Thanks for the tracts. There are many things, however,
which are not clear to me. Forgiveness of sins seems too
simple, almost trifling and unmoral. I have had a great deal
of trouble was in my second year at the University but had
to give it up owlng to faml]y circumstances: moreover my
mother is out of her mind; sometimes I hate everything and
every one. So it seemed that there was nothing left for me
to do but to rely on ke Shinto and Buddist divinities. For
this reason I have lately read various religious books, but this
only brings more perplexity, and sometimes I feel like cursing
the gods themselves. Is God’s existence real, or is it only some-
thing men have invented to get peace? If I could only get real
living faith.”

*“The book you sent was a great inspiration. For the first
time a foundation of faith has been laid in my heart; in the
midst of my deep poverty hope and love have arisen. My
troubles do not now affect me as they did before. A longing
of many years has at last been satished. My heart, which was
as thirsty as the sandy desert, drank in the teaching of the
books you sent. Now my heart, which was as cold and dark
as a tomb, is filled with light and joy.” Later she wrote: “All
my doubts and discontent and contrariness have disappeared.”

In September of last year a lady wrote in great distress
of mind on account of domestic trouble. Three months later
she wrote:  *“‘Since I believed in God my distress of mind
has gone. I am attending church on Sundays.”” In April she
writes:  ‘““Many thanks for all the help the Shinsei Kwan has
given me. [ am very much changed; all my discontent has
gone: I am really born again through God's grace.”

A student in a normal school writes: ‘“Thanks for the
tracts, which I have read several times with great interest. My
family is Buddhist but I cannot believe Buddhism. Weak as
I am, I want to believe in the one true God and the Lord
Jesu.i,’ Christ, and try to win others out of their sin and dark-
ness.

One in great mental distress wrote: *I am reading your ex-
position in the newspaper; I feel drawn to religion. My
heart is lonely: How happy I should be if T could ex-
perience the love of God. About five years ago I got a
diploma from a college in Tokyo, but of what use is it to
me now?”’ Three months later he wrote: *‘I have been think-
ing of studying Buddhism, but have decided that as it is
only negative, it cannot help me. Besides Christianity is the
only religion that teaches prayer.” A month later he wrote:
“My faith i1s growing little by little, I feel that I have been
snatched from the brink of despair. I hope to be baptized
before long.”

2 % %

A single talent which one can use effectively is worth more
than ten talents imprisoned by ignorance.—Marden.
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A Message from Roumania
Rev. Dan Hurley, Bucharest

I promised Dr. Ray last summer that I would write an
article for HoME AND FoOREIGN FIELDs early after arriv-
ing at Bucharest. I want to keep my word.

Our first stop was at Naples, Italy. This was fourteen
days out from New York. Here a number of us went ashore
and secured an experienced guide who took us through the
ruins of Pompel and over the city. 1 have never seen
so much poverty and signs of sin as were manifested here
on every hand. It was pitiable. Three days later we were
in Piraeus, Greece, which 1s just fifteen miles from Athens.
Again a number of us took a sight-seeing car and spent the
day in Athens. We spent two hours in the ruins of the
Acropolis.  This old building was very interesting. A few
hundred yards from it is Mar’s Hill from which Paul preached
to the Athenians of the unknown God. I went and stood
on it and prayed that I might be as true to the faith as he.
Athens is a beautiful city. We saw every sign of pros-
perity. We also stopped at Smyrna. This is a place that
was burned by the Turks in the war with Greece. Then
it was a city of 300,000, now it is 2 mass of ruins. At Con-
stantinople our ship was put in quarantine for two days. You
have read the story of *“The Man Without a Country.”
Here we saw such a person. We saw the government of-
ficials refuse to let a Turkish citizen land because he was
a Christian and not a Mohammedan. What could be more
contemptible or heathen? Finally on October 5 we sailed
into Constanza. Soon we were in the hands of the custom
officers and here we bore our first persecution for the cause.
Our books were confiscated because they claimed they were
Baptist books. Finally by buying them through we saved
them. A few months ago they burned the library of another
Baptist preacher coming from America. We were fortunate.

The first Sunday in Bucharest we attended the Roumanian
Baptist church. I make this distinction because there is a
German Baptist church also. We found the little chapel
crowded and many people standing around the door seek-
ing admittance. They stood there while the minister brought
the message. People tell us that they never lack for a crowd
of people at every service. The church was crowded again
last Sunday. So far as I could see, every persen present,
however poor he might be, made a contribution. Our hearts
went out for them.

You want to know about the city and the seminary. The
city has a population of over one million. It has doubled
since the war. It is crowded into a place about the size
of Richmond or Atlanta. Living expenses have also doubled.
The people have taken advantage of the growth to put
prices up, especially have the people who own houses taken
advantage of the people. The seminary is almost in the
heart of the city and is built in a very nice place. The
building is not large but is six stories high. It will be
beautiful when completed. We can enter it in one month.

At this writing we are in a little town named Revetis,
420 miles west of Bucharest. It is a valley two miles
wide between two mountain ranges. The people are all
farmers. It is beautiful. The Baptist church is stronger
in wealth and membership than the Catholic Church, and is
a far nicer building. It is built of brick and is enclosed
with a concrete and brick fencee. We are staying in the
home of a fine Baptist who has spent six years in America.
At this time a training school is in progress here. Forty
Baptist preachers are attending. They begin class at 8 o’clock
in the morning and continue until six in the evening, with
just an hour’s recess at noon. They are here for business.
I have never seen people seemingly more desirous to get a

knowledge of the Bible. Every one has told us that the
great need here is religious freedom and trained leaders.
I pray that we may live to see the day that both shall be
accomplished, and in addition to this that we may live to
see all these licensed saloons and houses of disrepute swept
from this beautiful country.

I shall not speak of the persecutions this time.
going to write you a letter about them later.
that the half has never yet been told.

I have told you something of the kind of people we
have met so far., What more could a person ask than
the privilege to spend his life with them? As for us we ask
for no higher honor.

I am
I will say

Did We Over Advertise?
Rev. H. M. Fugate, Macon, Ga.

This is a day of advertising. Wherever we turn adver-
tisements fairly scream at us. It is a joy to find, as we some-
times Jdo, that goods are just as they were claimed to be. But
many times, when we go to buy, we find there have been
grossly misleading statements and inexcusable exaggerations.

" Four years ago Southern Baptists advertised themselves be-
fore the world and among the heathen as bent on doing big
things in the fields of missions and education. We boasted
of 92 millions subscribed, and spared no pains in claiming
to have done “‘the greatest thing ever.” We went everywhere
declaring we had a message for all the world. We were
going to “’lift the world into the light.”” We had *‘come to the
kingdom for such a time as this,”” and had assuredly come to
“the Baptist Day.”” God had found in us his *’present-day
Israel,” etc., etc.

Several observations may be in order.

First, I like to believe that the things claimed are true. 1
believe we have a greatly needed message—a message which,
if faithfully proclaimed, will *lift the world into the light.” 1
am sure the world waits for the Baptist message and I believe
God waits to use us in a very large way.

But a second observation is that while these things should
have sobered us and humbled us, they seem to have produced
in us a measure of pride that has, I fear, had much to do
with our present distress. We need to remember that God
resists the proud and gives grace to the humble.

A third word is that our present threatened failure is a
matter of common knowledge to all who heard our former
boasting, and it seems inevitable that we will suffer humilia-
tion in the eyes of all the world unless there is an early rallying
to the completion of our task.

I observe again that the heathen peoples saw our great
start and heard our big claims. If we fail now they will
know it, and I believe there is great danger that failure will
mean that the name of God will be blasphemed among the
heathen.

A last word. It is inevitable that our work will suffer
greatly in every land if we attempt to stand still. In Europe
there 1s danger that our whole program will be turned into a
farce.  'What can we do? The answer is found in 2 Chron-
icles 7: 14: “If my people, who are called by name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face . . . I will
hear . . . and will heal. . .”” That was a word spoken
in a dark and trying hour. Let us hear it and try this way
out. Humble, believing prayer will prove mighty in its work-
ings now as it has always. My deepest conviction is that
}r:lore humble waiting before God is the supreme need of the

our.
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A Layman of Awe
Miss Clara U. Keith, Oyo, Nigeria, Africa

One of Awe’s citizens who has proven a great help
in their church building programme is James Oguniye Ogun-
dipe, the overseer of the building. He is a son of Awe and
another product of a heathen home, who, attracted to the
Christian people, determined to know the secret of their happi-
ness and progress,

As a boy he worked on his father’s farm, made baskets,
helped gather palm nuts, and had a busy time at the annual
festival of the Oro worship. During this annual festival
of seven days, every family sets apart one day as a day
for worship by the whole family. He seems to have had
his busiest days when all the family came together, there
was so much food to prepare. In his early life he wanted
to be an Oro leader, but seeing the Catholic priests in wor-
ship, and seeing them talk and read in three languages (Eng-
lish, French, and Latin) he was greatly impressed. He
’%\’ at once decided that he must learn all that the Padre knew.

WHis father would not consent for him to go to them at
7211, but he would run off and watch the children in school.
After his father’s death he did go to them, but after seven
months his people made him come back home and work
;m the farm. He kept a book hidden away and tried to
earn.

Afterwards came a long period of life in Lagos, where
he worked as a house boy, a railway fireman, rickshaw-
boy, carrier, and finally with the surveyors. He lived with a
Christian native who let him go to school some and made
him attend church. He lived later with different white
men. All through his history he began as a laboror, but
would be promoted later, showing that he was a boy the
white man could trust. When Governor Edgerton started out
, on a trip up north, he went as a hammock-carrier, but before
: they got back he had been given the Governor's box of
private papers to carry and guard. Various incidents in
his story show that he was trusted by his masters.

T asked him what influence these white men with whom
he worked had on his belief in God, did they help him?
He said that one of the surveyors with whom he worked was
; a Christian man, and always kept the Sabbath no matter
‘ where they were at the end of the week, and made them
observe the rest-day. He also read his Bible and other books
that one of the natives who could read said were very good
books. But it seems they were only working as servants
and did not think much about these men for whom they were

working.
He had an in-

,
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He worked with several white men.
teresting hunting trip up near Shaki with one man who
killed an elephant. He told how they heard the elephants
and waited in the tall grass until they passed their way;
, both hunters fired, one elephant dropped and the others threw

their trunks in the air and tramped on. He could put both
] of his feet in one elephant track. They fell down in the
; tall grass and waited for about three hours, fearing that
‘ the elephants would come back that way. It took twenty-six
men to carry in the meat of the elephant and they went
back the next day to get the skin. They sent dried elephant
to all the chiefs in the north near them. He says it is
good meat and that it was the greatest feast he ever at-
tended. Upon being asked if he was not afraid when he
heard the herd of elephants coming, he replied that anyone
going out to hunt must not fear the forest.

Ogundipe said that when he asked for membership with
a church in Lagos he had three main ideas about it: First,
he thought that the Christians would not be punished by
{ the chiefs; secondly, he wanted an education and hoped be-

ing a member of the church would help him; and his third
reason was that he heard talk of heaven with all of its
joys and the Bible said it was soon coming, so he thought
to go to heaven real soon. All these motives came to nothing
one day while he was attending the class which Dr. Agbebi
was preparing for baptism. The lesson that day explained
the way of salvation, and as he listened he saw clearly God's
plan of redemption for him, and in his heart accepted it.
There was no more worry about going to heaven soon, but
he desired to enter into active service for his Master here,
not as a preacher but as a layman.

As a layman in the Awe church, since his return there,
he has been very useful. He gave two years of his time
to supervising the new building. He tells of many difficulties
in keeping the people at work, and often had to “flog some
of them on.” Sometimes he would give them less money, or
for good work pay more. He accepted no pay at all
for his time but gladly gave it as his part in erecting the
church building, of which the Awe members are rightly proud.

He has since built himself a new hcme, one section of
which he uses for a shop where he sells imported products.
He has never had but one wife. He gave a man in Lagos
nineteen pounds for her. She has never become a Chris-
tian, but he is yet hopeful that she will come to know
the Truth and join him in Christian service.

* % %

The Fruits of Wisdom and Sacrifice
Rev. John J. Oliveira, Lisbon, Portugal

American foreign mission boards are more and more learn-
ing how to use native talents in the evangelization of the
countries they seek to evangelize. Amongst the fields of
immediate responsibility of the Foreign Mission Board of
the Southern Baptist Convention, no one is yielding greater
results than Brazil. The reasons are the following:

Each believer was taught to win others to the gospel.
Any brother who showed a desire to preach was encouraged
to do so. Ministerial education, though begun twenty years
too late, saved the situation and was responsible for the
progress Brazil is having and shall have in the future.

In South Brazil Mission there are three men who are
truly towers of strength. Rev. F. F. Soren, a William-
Jewell man, the first Brazilian educated in the States; J. F.
Lessa, educated in the field of hard experience; and Col. An-
tonio Ernesto, a man of means and a preacher of no mean
merit. These three men, respectively, in Rio, Campos and
Sao Paulo, have done great things for God in the Southern
Baptist Mission.

In the North Brazil Baptist Mission, progress is due to
ministerial education, and its initiator was the Jewish Baptist
preacher, Rev. S. L. Ginsburg, well known to the Catholic
Hierarchy in Brazil, by his fierce attacks on Romanism.

History, however, shall say that it was Rev. D. L. Hamil-
ton of Louisiana, but a Texan by marriage, that made the
greatest sacrifice of any missionary that we know of, toward
ministerial education in North Brazil. In Bahia, Mr. Hamilton
cathered several boys and started a theological class with them.
Later on he moved further north to Maceio, and in this city Mr.
Hamilton had to give private English lessons to gather funds
to keep his theological class and to keep the boys around him.
Later, in connection with the Recife College, of which Mr.
Hamilton was the president, he gave especial attention to min-
isterial students and left no stone unturned to provide the North
Brazil Mission with a competent native mimistry well pre-
pared in Baptist doctrine. The products of Mr. Hamilton’s
efforts, begun fifteen years ago, are a credit to our denomina-
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tion in Brazil and would be a credit in the Unijted States
or England. Rev. Augusto Fernandes, the very first product
of Mr. Hamilton’s sacrifice, has for years been in Piauhy,
far back in the interior of Brazil, and there he has done
much as an educator and a preacher. Rev. Manguba Sob-
rinho, the literary preacher and orator of North Brazil,
located in Manaus, Amazon Valley, has the second best
church in all Brazil. Brethren Bernardo and Falcao, who
finished their education in Baylor, belonged to the same
class with Manguba. They owe their inspiration to Brother
Hamilton, from whom they learned Baptist doctrines and
principles in the beginning of Baptist life in North Brazil.

Rev. D. L. Hamilton in North Brazil has the esteem
and devout love and unlimited confidence of native preachers
and churches. We have heard him called the “kind old
man,” the *“‘man that loves us,” and the “man we love.”
The esteem and consideration Brother Hamilton has in all
North Brazil is due to his sacrifice on behalf of Brazilians
and his great devotion to Brazilians. He would be always
ready to give counsel, go anywhere, or make a true sac-
rifice in behalf of white or black. As a missionary he
felt that the Lord called him to Brazil to give his life to
the Lord on bchalf of Brazilians.

Our two seminaries in Brazil today are accomplishing
much, but we must not forget the stone foundations of
theological education in Brazil. To Rev. D. L. Hamilton,
“the good old man,” as he is affectionately called, is due
much of the progress that is registered today in the history
of seminary education in Brazil.

* ¢ %

A Heart-Rending Appeal

Rev. L. M. Reno, Vicloria, Brazil

(This touching letter is not singled out as emphasizing the
situation which it describes in Victoria, nor in an effort to secure
relief for this situation alone. It is typical of the burden of
the letters which are coming from the innermost hearts of some
of our most tried and faithful workers—not in criticism and
complaint, but in desperate disappointment that their plans
must fail and the cause of Jesus Christ be retarded because of
the Foreign Board’s inability to provide the funds to carry out
the programs projected. May its message sink deep into our

hearts.—Editor.)

I am discouraged and disheartened as never before. In
our nineteen years of service we have seen at Victoria as
severe persecution as in any part of Brazil. We have lived
and carried on under the overshadowing oppression of the
governor of the state, a brother of the state bishop; but
those times were not so critical as the times we face now.

In the beginning of this year our business men through a
popular subscription gave us a large and liberal help on our
school project in Victoria, and they expected that as soon
as we returned we would do our part and put it over. We
hoped to arrange with some friends for the needed money that
with the help of the Board would enable us to make good
their expectation. It seems that we must fall down com-
pletely, for we secured nothing from our friends and the
Board is not able to carry out its plans and promises for
lack of funds. Every one that knows the Brazilian work
knows what a critical place we hold because of the good
will and the expectation of the business and professional men
of Victoria. It is a serious matter for the Baptists to fall down
before their co-operation.

The state government offered to present us with half of
our school campus. We declined to accept the gift and
asked them to be allowed to buy it. They said *‘yes,” and
may any day tell us that the deed is ready to be exchanged
for the money. We do not have the money.

The permanent deed of four of the heirs of the original
campus must come through the orphans’ court. The court
may call for that sale at her pleasure. Suppose she calls now?

The holding of the prestige that we have gained through
nineteen years of struggle hangs on our being able to put
through the plans of the school, making it undoubtedly the
first in the state. The time is critical, as other schools, par-
ticularly Jesuit schools that can get state help, are springing
up, and if we lose the opportunity it is lost forever.

We are going to do all that we can to help to save the
situation. We do not know what we shall do, we see no
light, we have no plans; but we shall do our best.

Why do you send ambitious men on the field where the
work is so needy and the opportunities so great, and then
give them no tools with which to do their work? Why
send men with vision and consecration, whose hearts bumn
with a fire that burns them up, unless it can feed on work
done? Forgive me if I seem to criticise or show egoism, but
why not send men who, when the tools don’t come, can sit
comfortably on the front porch and rest?

As I saw the way money is being spent in the homeland
I was made to feel that God’s people have the money to
furnish us the needed tools, but that he has not, so we
have to go on breaking down and burning out for the lack
of tools with which to work on the job you sent us to do.
Is it right to hold us responsible for the job done when we
do not have the tools and cannot get them?

We shall do our best, but when the loss comes and the
opportunity passes, we cannot be blamed, for we shall then be

past blaming.
2 02 %

In Memoriam—MTrs. T. B. Ray

Mrs. ]. F. McF. Gaston, Laichow-Fu, China (on furlough)

Many will already have heard of the passing of our dear
Mrs. Ray, wife of our beloved office secretary, Dr. T. B.
Ray. I only want to tell you that it was my privilege to
meet her several times this autumn—first when she came trip-
ping into the Foreign Mission Board rooms to look up some
facts for a missionary meeting in the afternoon. There was
the warm handclasp and loving inquiry *‘for all our dear
friends in China,” and for many by name.

We were to have been in her hospitable home to dinner
some days later, but word came that she was ill. I was leav-
ing Richmond and did not see her till six weeks later, when
she was in a hospital battling bravely against disease and dis-
couragement.

Returning again today I find our dear friend no more. We
followed her remains to beautiful Hollywood, where ’neath
billows of roses and all the flowers she loved we laid her.

I know that this news brings a sense of personal loss, espe-
cially to our Southern Baptist missionaries in China and Jzpan.
Most of you have enjoyed her presence in the home. \What
joy she did bring as she went from station to station and from
home to home on that long journey through the East!

Most of us, too, have been in her lovely home here, for it
was truly the “missionaries’ home,” open always to the heralds
of the cross. .

Would that we might all radiate brightness as Ms. Ray
did. God grant his comfort to her noble husband, our secre-
tary, and to her bereaved parents and to dear little Nancy.

In that better land the dear tired eyes will droop in -weari-
ness no longer, the hands and feet, so “swift and beautiful for
him™ here, will find still sweeter ministry for him there.

Let us fellow on in our appointed ways, glad to have
known her, assured that we shall meet her again in “the morn-
ing land.”
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On the Trail of Twentieth Century Apostles

Impressions at the End of the Trail

Rev. W. O. Carver, D.D., Professor of Comparative Religion and Missions, Southern Bapiist Theological Seminary,
Louisville, Ky.

After all the going and the seeing, what are the concluding
impressions and meanings of the observation? It is not possible
to set them all out in one statement. It will be possible only to
give in summary form some of the most vivid, important and
abiding impressions with which one returns from travels that
have covered four countries of South America, nine in Europe,
and China and Japan, with brief stops in Korea. Purposely
the space given to these different impressions will be somewhat
disproportionate, for the reason that it will be easier to make
a clear statement of some than of others.

1. First of all, thought and affection turn fo the personal
side and the personnel.

The more than four hundred men and women who repre-
sent Southern Baptists in other lands have a more definite place
in thought than was possible before one had seen them in the
midst of the life and labor in which they serve the Lord. I
love them more individually and specifically than was possible
hitherto. I have always believed in them snd in a way ideal-
ized them. I believe in them certainly not less; if possible,
more. It is not just because they have been so uniformly, so
intelligently, so appreciatively kind to me. . And it is one of
the richest treasures of the soul to have all this kindness which
has welcomed me, cared for me, cheered me on my way through
tens of thousands of miles. It is possible now to love them
with a definite heart picture of them one by one, set in their
surroundings, serving the Lord. Then one has a volume of
new names on the heart’s calendar, with faces connected and
with memorials of friendship that bind one to missionaries of
the Christ of many organizations and from different lands.
Nor can one ever fail to think of the host of believing brethren
in every land and clime that one has touched, who have en-
deared themselves to him in the Lord. There are evangelists
and pastors and teachers. There are laymen and notable
women who serve the Redeemer in evangelism and in school,
and most of all in the homes they are taught to glorify in the
ministry of the Holy Spirit. There are fine young men an
boys that have come for interviews, and lovely girls in schools
and churches, and darling little children one has been per-
mitted to hold in the arms and pray gratefuily to God that they
might come into maturity in the love and zervice of the Saviour.

I think it is right to say that one is somewhat more defi-
nitely conscious that the missionaries carry their human nature
to the mission fields with them, and that they need to guard
themselves out there, even as we at home, from the snares of
human passions and spiritual temptations. In all work the
supreme factor is the worker, and the greatest problem. This
is accentuated out on the mission field. Here the devil is
especially jealous of that which he holds to be his own, and he
seeks powerfully to corrupt the agents of the rightful Owner,
who have come to claim his subjects in the name of the true
King. We shall be better aware of the rightful manner of
prayer for the missionaries and the fellow Christians of many
nationalities, for having seen their problems with self, with one
another, with the work, with alien conditions.

2. One is impressed with the urgency of opporlunily which
all the world presents to Christianity foday.

This is seen in the universal discontent and unrest of men
and the confessed need. Never before was so much of the

world so painfully and so appealingly aware of its loss and
need as today. Men are by no means generally aware of the
causes of their trouble and of the true nature of their need.
They do know that they are in deep distress and in dire need.
Surely this is the opportunity of those who understand the
nature of the hurt of mankind and the remedy.

One is able also to find in all lands eager and expectant
desire and effort toward a new era. Even where there are all
the conditions conducive of present despair there is a stubborn
and determined optimism. The Spirit himsclf seems to be help-
ing the infirmities of men and, where they know not what to
pray for, to make intercession for them with the groanings that
cannot be uttered. The optimism is nowhere assured and
buoyant, but it is everywhere active and watchful. The notes
of the air of hope are mingled with the same tones of distress,
but the eyes are lifted toward the hills from which help is
expected.

The supreme appeal for Christian missions, {or Christian
leadership in all lands, is no longer primarily, on its human
side, to be based on the ignorance and the superstition, on the
deadness of masses of humanity unaroused and unaware of
either need or hope. It is the call of awakened peoples who
have seen visions of promised lands of economic prosperity, of
social reorganization, of political freedom and honor; but peo-
ples yet in the wilderness of discontent, struggle and conflict,
without sure guidance and with no certain road. If evangelical
Christianity can prove a genuine Moses, humanity may be led
to the Canaan of godly righteousness and peace. It would be
possible to illustrate this thesis from every land.

But Christianity’s opportunity and call are primarily per-
sonal. And here the world challenges as never before. We
turn from thought of the mass to the multitude, from nations
to individuals. Never before were there so many millions ac-
cessible for the personal presentation of the Christ and the
Christian redemption.

3. The appeal of the unreached follows one with haunt-
ing call.

There are whole countries in South America almost un-
touched as yet by any.of the forces of the evangelical gospel.
And so far as Baptist testimony to the message and mission of
the Master are concerned the whole of South America is the
responsibility of the Southern Convention. No other major
Baptist organization is undertaking or will undertake work
in that continent. Thus far we have entered only four of the
ten republics, and the time is opportune for going into them all.

Large areas in Africa are the waiting field for any Christian
force that is prepared to cultivate it for the seed of the gospel.

There is yet much room in the Near East and waiting lands
in ceniral Asia.

There are entire provinces in China, with from five to twenty
million inhabitants, which no missionary force is occupying.

Most compelling of all, and most challenging at the moment,
is the vast town and village population of China, Japan, Korea,
and the couniry and interior populations of South America.
At least eighty-five per cent of the people of China till the
soil and live in towns and villages. These have hardly been
even approached as yet. Eighty per cent of the m'ssionaries
in China are located in the port cities, and ninety-eight per cent
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in the cities and larger towns. None of these are over-manned.
But we are only now getting to see that China must be evangel-
ized by villages. “Village life in China” is now occupying
the attention of the missionary agencies and offers the greatest
field for the gospel yet attacked. In less degree the same
story must be told of Japan. Let any interested reader study
this question of reaching the Japanese in the October issue of

the Missionary Review of the World.

4. Certain difficulties and dangers face one who goes about
the mission fields.

The problems are many. Making the world Christian is
no easy matter. The effort to redeem any part of it reveals
many adverse currents and forces.

One quickly encounters in the eager, expectant peoples
worldly ideals and ambitions. They are not hungering and
thirsting after righteousness. Materialism has its allurements
for them. Nationalism is exaggerated, jealous and sensitive.
There is a temptation, constant and ensnaring, to tell Chinese
that Christianity appeals to them as the force that can solve
their serious national problems and distress, and to make this
the chief appeal. Eniightened and patriotic Chinese are su-
premely concerned to find a way to national stability, and
prosperity, and respect. Christianity offers just the principles
that will achieve this. But to use Christianity to advance
national prosperity and success is not to become Christian. I
found that this form of appeal is a great temptation to even
the Christian missionary, and especially of the tourist mission-
ary who specializes in great audiences of students and public
men whom he addresses through an interpreter.

Nationalism easily rises, or retrogrades, to imperialism. The
imperialistic spirit, for the moment deprived of a boedy in Ger-
many, has not departed the earth. It is a vitiating tendency in
more than one nation today and stands in the way of the mis-
sion of Christianity among men.

Group prides, hates and fears are terrible hindrances to
the gospel. There are national prides and jealousies, race
pride and bitterness, class strife and contention, all to be met
and mastered as the gospel pushes its way for the saving of the
peoples. One of the first thoughts of the Chinese is as to what
bearing Christianity will have on helping the nation. Those
who hold the positions of advantage over their fellows and
who for centuries have exploited the ignorant and the poor
for selfish and for base ends are beginning to discover that
Christianity is the enemy of all such iniquity, and social right-
eousness will have a hard fight in China, as it has in all lands.
One of the first questions a Japanese will raise when he faces
Christianity is: How will this relate itself to the ideals of
Japan?  Similar problems originating in national ambitions
and national fears meet one in nearly all lands in this day of
exaggerated nationalism and excessive ccncern for material
prosperity.

The opposition of the older religions on the mission fields is
formidable. The opposition of priests and monks and of the
private devotees of these faiths is easy to understand. Nor
is it always a selfish and sordid antagonism. Not only are
vested privilege and desirable graft endargered; there are many
who honestly feel that the foundations of society rest on the
religious systems that have long held the field. These advoca}es
grow aggressive as Christianity extends its influence and in-
creases its power in these lands. The more obvious evils an-
crudities, as they appear in the light of Christian standards and
of modern culture, are recognized by the leaders of the re-
ligions, and reforms are wrought and modifications made with
a view to popularizing the old religions and giving them a
fresh hold on the affections and following of the peoples. One
meets such reforms in the Buddhism of Japan, and finds re-
newed zeal for Shinto. They have adopted and adapted many
of the ideas and also the methods of Christianity. Many

Christian hymns have been adopted bodily with only slight
changes of phraseology. The name of the Buddha takes the
place of that of the Christ in hymns, which are then sung
exactly as with the Christians. Sunday schools, institutional
churches, community centers, Young Men’s Buddhist Associa-
tions, weekly papers, improved schools, all these and more
are used to check tendencies of the people to yield to the
challenge of Christianity. The late Emperor of Japan, six
years after his death, had dedicated to him a most splendidly
constructed temple, in the finest style of the simple, stately
Shinto architecture, in the midst of a great forest on the borders
of Tokyo. A huge procession inducted his divine spirit into
the shrine and an average of seven thousand pilgrims daily
adore and pray toward this holy place.

In Roman Catholic countries there is a change toward
evangelical propaganda, in many quarters. One still finds
the old blind persecuting methods. But also one finds frank
recognition of the values of Protestant education, preaching,
social welfare, and a counter movement which seeks to dupli-
cate the methods and to supply the needs which our missions
have brought to consciousness. It is easy to make the plea
that the ““Church’ can supply all the needed reforms far better

o »
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than the heretical sects and prevent the destruction of the souls A

of the faithful.

ened religious consciousness there are those who Insist that
indigenous religions are demanded and are in any case far
better. Hence one finds new religions, like Tenrikyo in Japan;
Tao-quan in China, and various reform movements in India.
Western cults are also seeking following among the aroused

souls of all these lands.

More serious than the problem of opposing religions are
tendencies toward mistaken emphasis and methods by some of
the Christian forces. ‘There is too much theorizing and ex-
periment. There is too much “statesmanship” in some quarters
taking the place of common sense, religion and hard work. It
1s very important that we shall keep before us steadily the true
objective and the true method of the Kingdom of Heaven.
There are some who are very ready to counsel and to control,
to advise and to direct, where the great need is for those who
are ready to labor in the simplicity of the Christ and in the
power of the Holy Spirit. Especially is the great enterprise
afhicted with *“World Statesmen of the Missionary Enterprise,”’
who only tour the mission fields, meet selected leaders, speak
to special audiences; while they never learn the languages of
the countries, never visit the towns and villages, nor get into
touch with the plain people, yet they undertake to instruct all
the missionaries as to their task. They spread abroad theories,
criticisms, and programs that stimulate opposition to the real
bearers of the burdens on the part of both Christian and
heathen native leaders of thought and life; and divert effort
and funds in experimental and divisive programs. 1here are
real difficulties and problems of missionary polity and policy,
requiring serious thought and progressive solution. But all
these are apt to be exaggerated and complicated by profes-
sional and amateur missionary statesmen. There are questions
of over-lapping of forces and fields: of co-operation and union
of organizations; of liberalism and fundamentalism in theology;
of native leadership and missionary direction: of the native
church and the missionary (foreign) churches, including the
troublesome ideas of the “indigenous church” and the “na-
tional church™; of the relation of institutional methods and di-
rect evangelism.

I had the pleasure and profit of attending one large mis-
sionary conference in which the whole time of the meetings
was occupied in discussing *“The Building of the Church” in
the country in which the conference was held. More and
more it came upon me as the discussions proceeded that not

Even among those who recognize the in-% §
capacity of the old faiths to supply the demands of the awak. = 72N
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only were the cenferees proceeding along wrong lines of con-
ception as to the meaning of the term church, but that they
were missing the objective of the enterprise in supposing that
it must primarily concern itself with the building of the
*“Church.”

Where these problems vex the native Christians and where
they are pressing them forward, it can be shown that in almost
every instance some foreigner has stimulated a premature and
troublesome self-consciousness in the native brethren.

At the same meeting where one of these over-wise foreigners
was insisting that most of the missionaries were incompetent
and had utterly erroneous ideas of their task, that the merits of
the oriental civilizations and temperaments were to be lauded
and not displaced; that the only sensible and Christian course
for the home societies to pursue was to turn over the money
to the natives, and leave them to administer it and also to de-
termine wholly the forms and extent of the organization which
should be developed, I was able to have an interview with éne
of the oldest, most able and universally recognized Christian
leaders. I asked him whether the time had come when we
could wisely cease to add to the number of our forces in
Japan, simply for a few years supply the losses and then
teradually withdraw, turning over to the Japanese Christians
"/ sole responsibility for direction of the work of Christianity.
¥ This man, who had long been p4stor of the largest Japanese
church, and is now president of the oldest, largest and most
influential evangelical Christian school, replied with passion-
ate earnestness: ‘‘By no means.” Then he went into the
question with much pleading. Three times he came round to
his plea that I should tell Amenican Christians not to think
of leaving the responsibility to Japanese. He felt that the
time when this could be done is indefinitely in the future. He
said: ‘‘We Japanese Christians are very, very weak. We
are weak financially, we are weak intellectually, we are weak
spiritually.”

Hers I must speak of a great danger of contenting our-
selves with delivering the secondary blessings of Chnstianity
and failing to carry the first great blessing with which Christ
sends us. There is ready welcome for the institutions of
Christianity and for many of the ideas. It is easier to seek for
the general diffusion of Christian influence, to make Chris-
tianity a vague, pervasive force in the life of the people. This
has very great value, but this is not to make Christians nor to
make Christianity the regenerating force that is demanded for
' the saving of the life of the people. Nothing short of in-
dividual regeneration and allegiance to Jesus Christ is the
mission on which we are sent. Just at the time when in all
history there are vastly more individuals than ever before who
are accessible for this supreme gift of God to men we are in
danger of stopping short, trying to give the fruits of the gospel
instead of pressing on to plant the tree in individual hearts and
so in the soil of the people.

(4 ““"
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5. Again, one is tremendously impressed with the unique
positicn and consequent responsibilily of America and of
American Christianity in this day of the world.

The point does not need elaboraton. In every part of
the world men’s eyes are turned toward this land. Sometimes
there is envy, sometimes fear of our ambitions and our power;
always there is appeal and usually a hope that from America
there is to come deliverance. There is a feeling that here
Christianity has a free and an easy chance to try out its power
to grip a whole people and an entire naton and mould them
to the ideals of the teaching of Jesus. If America can be
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made genuinely Christian, in a large and commanding way,
in our economic, social and political relations, all men will
see and take heart. There is no nation that has ever had the
opportun’ty and the responsibility that is now upon the Chris-

tianity of this land.

6. Closely rclated to what has just been said is the im-
pression that deepens into conviction thal the line belween
heathenism and Christianity is no longer to be thought of as
geographical.

That line is spiritual and it runs right through all the na-
tions and right through the whole world. Heathenism and
Christianity are face to face in America as well as in China.
More and more the forces of the spirit and the forces of the
flesh grapple in conflict. That conflict involves all men. Only
the living Christ through his Holy Spirit can save the spiritual
elements in mankind and give them strength and power for
this ight. On the outcome of this depends the destiny of the
race, now in this age, and forever in the eternal ages.

7. I must have a word to say in the end of the impression
one gels of the position and condition of Southern Baplists in
the foreign lands. .

(1) The first impression is that of its great extent. We
have invaded more than a dozen countries, and set up our
business there. We have a force of four hundred and fifty
Americans engaged. We are expending annually two million
dollars in simply running this machine of evangelization as it
now 1is, allowing nothing for expansion and equipment. It
will require full four million a year to meet the requirements of
this work, providing only for the most inevitable demands of
growth. It is a great enterprise in the results which are being
achieved by the grace of God. The annual additions to our
churches now are more than the total membership of all our
mission churches at the end of the first fifty years of our Con-
vention. Prosperity attends and invites in nearly every field
and station.

(2) To a Baptist, too, it seems that there Is peculiar filness
in our conceplion of the gospel and of the church, as well as of
the Kingdom of God, for the situation which the world presents
foday. We have been prepared especially for meeting the
needs of the present situation. Faithfulness and aggressiveness
on our part will bless the world and glorify our Savior and
Lord in very unusual measure at this stage of the world’s
experience.

In South America the new era upon which all the countries
are entering is to be democratic and free. The evangelical
opportunity lies in the reaction from an autocratic and cere-
monial church. In Europe the movement of millions away
from the church is chiefly due to a conviction, true or false,
that centralized oligarchy in church, state and economic or-
ganization is a federation of opposition and oppression against
the masses of men. It will not be possible for any such cen-
tralized church to recover the lost multitudes to faith and ac-
tive Christian life in organized churches. Only an interpreta-
tion of Christ which is free and proceeds in voluntary co-opera-
tion can restore those who have gone away from Christ in
revolt against state churches.

In all the East the new movement is actuated by the rising
consciousness of personal worth and individual rights and res-
ponsibilities. Local self-government is an age-long idea in
India and in China, giving to our Baptist conceptions peculiar
favor and acceptance.

Surely Baptists have come to the Kingdom for such a
time as this.

.('3) We have a stralegic advantage juct now by reason of
being unentangled and uncompromised in any of the mistaken
and misguided adventures of recent years. We are free to
push our own work as the Lord opens the way for us and
lays his command upon us.

(4) The advantages suggested must remind us also of {wo
dangers that lie at hand for us. There is danger of impressing
other Christians, and heathen as well, that we have some-
thing of sectarian exclusiveness. I found some such feeling
toward us in several quarters. A denomination that with-
holds itself from all union movements ard approaches with
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great caution even entirely legitimate forms of co-operation
needs to be at very special pains to manifest a deep sense of
spiritual unity and to give very explicit and distinct account
of the principles on which it holds aloof from outward and
organic connections with fellow Christians. In the strenuous
pressure under the endless demands on our workers it is not
easy to manifest the love, confidence and unity which we feel
toward all the Lord’s saints and servants. In guarding the
forms of healthful teachings as to faith and practice which we
feel imposed upon us by the principles of loyalty to the ideals
and methods of the Lord Jesus and his Word, we are con-
stantly facing the danger of seeming bigeted and sectarian.
We ought not to worry over such misunderstandings when they
come by reason of the requirements of faithfulness, but when
the love which we should have toward all the saints is over-
looked by ourselves or is neglected in its expression, we wrong
the brotherhood of faith, interpose an obstacle in our progress
with the unbelievers and hinder the work to which we are
devoting ourselves. Without compromise, without turning
aside from our own appointed tasks and responsibility, in en-
tire loyalty to our Lord and our mission, we can, as far as in
us lies, show the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace.
There are some things in which we ought to co-operate with
others. We use the Language Schools and the schools for
missionaries’ children, must use them and use them more and
more. No principle is in any way compromised if we do this
openly, frankly, freely and share both in the cost and the ad-
ministration. In legitimate efforts to influence the social and
political attitudes and practices of the missionary countries
we should contribute the full share of our membership and
our ideals without fear or reserve. All this while we go
steadily on with our own work and our own organizations
wholly independent and under our own direction and support.
In this way we shall be in position to deliver to our fellow
Christians and to the world our distinctive message concern-
ing the purpose and the method of our Lord in his gospel.

The other danger to our work is that of inadequate sup-
port. We have already mapped it out and begun it on a scale
calling for great sums of money and a greater and greater
force of men. We are falling terribly shurt of the demands.
We have advertised to our fellow Baptists in the lands
where we work the great plans that were rrojected four years
ago, and have invited them to work with us in the fulﬁll.ing
of these plans. They have responded and have kept the faith.
We are telling our missionaries now that we cannot meet the
pledges we made nor carry out much more than half what we
promised of enlargement and advance. Many who are not
Christians in all the lands heard of our undertakings. Some pf
them were greatly impressed and will be distressed and d{s-
couraged in their interest in Christianity by reason of our fail-
ure. Others were aroused in opposition, and will rejoice in our
defection and gloat over it.

Before our brethren in these lands and in the face of the
heathen we are being put to the proof in the name of our
Christ. We cannot afford to fail. There is every Inspira-
tion to succeed at whatever cost of sacrifice.

F % F

A wealthy business man, whose generous givi.ng has made
him widely known, was once criticized by a friend for con-
ducting such careful and scrupulous inquiry b.efore making a
comparatively small gift. ‘““Why do you go into sqch detail
and take so much pains with a small benefaction like that?
It makes you look little and picayunish.". r:zmonstrated the
friend. ““Why,” replied the business man, “it is not my money
I am giving. If it were I should think little about it. It is
the Lord’s money, and I have no right to dlspo§e of it care-
lessly.” This, indeed, is the heart of stewardship.

“Carry On!”
Df'. W. W. Chancellor, Muskogee, Okla.

The work of the Foreign Mission Board has more than
justified the fondest hopes of its founders and early promoters.
The good hand of God has guided and blessed until our mes-
sengers and message are heard in many lands. Expectations
of us have been aroused in the hearts of many millions who
look to us for the simple story of the cross. Our own brothers
whom we sent forth must work under most distressing condi-
tions, while we hesitate to relieve such conditions. The For-
eign Board is facing, and is now in, its most serious crisis.
It can not reinforce the faithful workers: it may not be
able, for long, to sustan the forces now afield.

The heart cry of the world appeals to Southern Baptists.
There should be utter faithfulness in presenting the world con-
dition and the appeal of the F oreign Board to all of our peo-
ple.  'We should hear his “Go ye” with a new emphasis.
There should be sincere integrity and Promptness in remitting
funds to the Board. The generosity of the people may be
estopped if they feel that it is impossible for this offering to
reach the place they care for the most.

Let the work be done and thus say to Dr. Love and to the
nations of the earth, ““Carry on! Carry on!”

* xR

In the year 1619 3 cargo of negro slaves was landed at
Jametown, and human slavery was introduced into the United
States. In 1865, as a war measure, the negroes of the South
were given their freedom, at which time there were four million.
In fifty-eight years they have increased to twelve million; they
own 650,000 homes, they operate 1,000,000 farms, they
conduct 60,000 businesses, they have accumulated $1,500,-
000,000 of wealth, or about $125 per capita; there are 45,-
000 Christian church buildings owned by negroes, valued at
$90,000,000; and property and schools devoted to higher edu-
cation, owned and controlled by the colored people themselves,
amount to $30,000,000, there being expended last year in these
schools the total of $28,000,000. All of this gives us pause
as we consider how little we have aided jn this marvelous
development, and encourages us to realize how great returns our

investment would yield as we come sympathetically to the help
of our brethren in black.

* X x

Ground has been broken for the new buildings of the South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. The thou-
sands of friends of this great institution join in the prayer that
this may be the beginning of a building program which will
give to the Semnary the equipment which jt has so long and
so sorely needed. For more than sixty years it has been the
chief source of supply for trained, efficient missionaries, pas-
tors, and other Christian workers, and with its great student
body of more than 400 men and half as many women it lays
indisputable claim upon the denomination for adequate re-
sources with which to do its work. Nowhere is the connection
between Christian education and missions seen more clearly
than in our seminaries and training scheols, without which
every cause that we foster would be crippled beyond estima-

tion.
¥ ¥ x

God's plan for the universe is, a place for every man, and
every man In his place, and without praying he will not get

there.—Henry Sloane Coffin.
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It is easily possible for our people to care for this distress, 2
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The Layman’s Answer to a Searching (Question
“Why I Believe in and Practice the Doctrine of Stewardship™

From the viewpoint of equity, the tenth is a modest demand
on God’s part. God owns all the capital, is author of the
laws by which the raw material is converted into the finished
product, and it is his will t1 it the tenth shall be used in
this world for the highest welfare and happiness of men.
With this conviction of God’s gracious spirit toward us, it
should be our joy to appropriate at least a tenth to that King-
dom that seeks to make ‘A new earth wherein dwelleth right-
eousness.’

The statements that follow are made by successful business
men, most of whom appropriate to the Kingdom far more than
the tenth. They are laymen who are not only generous, but
systematic in their offerings. The offerings of some of these

&5, Jaymen run into the thousands each year. They are loyal to
4 ’\)3 heir church, their lives are above reproach; and they recog-

B/ nize God’s claim on the entire personality. ““They speak with
authority and not as the scribes.”

J. T. HeENnDERSON, Knoxville, Tenn.
Secretary Laymen's Missionary, through whose efforts these
festimonials were secured.

I started the practice of honoring God with at least a tenth
of my income because I thought it was God's plan for my
life. I continue because, now, I know it. Eight years of
fellowship with him has increased my financial income twenty-
fold, and no price could be put on the joy that has come to
me as I have walked and talked and planned and lived with
him.

W. C. NaBORs, Mansfield, La.
Chairman Executive Commitlee of the Laymen's Missionary
Movement for Louisiana and proprictor of a prosperous
- automobile business.

The question which faces every thoughtful follower of
Christ is “How can I make my life count most for Him?"
The Bible, in teaching the doctrine of stewardship—holding
in trust for Christ of every phase that goes to make up our
lives—gives the only complete and satisfying answer to this
question. I therefore believe in and practice the doctrine of
stewardship.

God demands and has a right tc expect of us as Christians
the firstsplace in our thoughts and actions. The practice of
the doctrine of stewardship gives the first place to him, be-
cause as faithful stewards we are bound to consider first our
every action, as it relates to the One whose stewards we are.

Stewardship implies a day of reckoning. Not knowing when
that day will be, we are kept on the continual qui vive to see
that at all times our entire life is being spent to produce
the most results for him.

Francis A. Davis, Baltimore, Md.
Chairman of Executive Committee of Laymen’s Missionary
Movement for Marvland and successful merchant.

One reason I believe in and practice the doctrine of stew-
ardship is that it is Scriptural.

If all our Baptist forces practiced the fundamentals of
stewardship, given so clearly in the Bible, all our financial and
other problems would readily be solved.

B Al A S s e

Another reason is, I have the satisfaction of knowing I am
a partner in a great business with Jesus Christ, my Elder
Brother, as head of the firm. With him directing and con-
trolling, there is no possibility of failure or bankruptcy.

Then, too, it iIs a means of spiritual growth. In my estima-
tion, Southern Baptists never undertook a more important
thing than the stewardship campaign.

Since beginning the practice of stewardship, giving has been
a great joy and I would not be deprived of this rare privilege
for the world.

Jesus said to his disciples, *“Ye have not chosen me, but I
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and
bring forth fruit.”” (John 15: 16.)

No greater blessing can come to any one than to be chosen
and commissioned by the Divine Master for this great task of
stewardship.

S.urely. he expects us to put into daily practice this doctrine
by investing our time, talents, means and influence for the up-
building of his Kingdom.

As “I have a stewardship entrusted to me” (1 Cor. 9:
17, R. V.), then my soul’s desire is, “That I may be faithful
unto the task he assigned me."”

Constant in service, earnest in all that T do.

J. T. NicHoLs, Griffin, Ga.

A[odf{ralor of his Association, a bank and cotton mill presi-
ent.

I believe in and practice the doctrine of stewardship:

1. Because God's Word plainly teaches it. *“To obey 1s
better than sacrifice.”
3 2. It appeals to my sense of gratitude and appreciation.

What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits to-
ward me?”’

3. Because it ena.b]es me to express my love in a material
way to the great loving Father. *T will love Thee, O Lord,
my strength.”

4, Becau.se of. the joy it brings me to be linked up with
God (even in a little way), in trying to give his gospel to all
the \.vorld, to relieve poverty and suffering, and to extend the
helping hand to any needy soul.

5. BecausF thhou.t the: practice of stewardship by God’s
redeemed childien, his Kingdom will not progress. He has
not revealed any other plan for the redemption of this poor,
sin-cursed world.

6. szcause a.f‘ter the marvellous confidence and trust
placed in us to “carry-on” his plans, it is unthinkable that
we should be recreant.

7. Becausg I. would be afraid to refuse or neglect it. I
would fear bringing condemnation to my soul.

For S J. .H. ANDERSON, Knoxville, Tenn.
or Seven Y'cars Ch.azrman of Executive Commitlee of the
Laymen s Missionary Movement of Southern Baptist
Convention and President of the Miller Store Company.

I believe in and practice the doctrine of stewardship:

1. Becaus_e it 1s a positive command of God Almighty that
we pay our tithes.

2. The same God who commanded that we keep the Sab-
bath day holy also commanded that we pay our tithes.

-
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Neither of these commands has been repealed and one is just
as binding as the other.

3. It is God’s way of financing his Kingdom, therefore it
is right, just and equitable. .

4. Because I am happy when I tithe, being conscious that
I am doing God’s will.

5. Because all I have and all I am belongs to God, and
one-tenth is the minimum expression of this ownership.

6. I am not only happy in observing this law, but get
along on the nine-tenths much better than I formerly did on
the ten-tenths. o

7. God prospers those who conscientiously pay th.elr tithes;
this is evidence that it is God’s plan of financing his church.

8. Because we should not allow the Jew to pay more under
the law than we pay under grace.

9. Because tithing is a positive command, and Jesus says,
“If you love me you will keep my commandments.” oo

10. T am simply a steward; *““The tithe is the Lord’s, it is

e Lord.”
holy unto th G. W. PURYEAR, Jonesboro, Ark.
An active member of Laymen's Commitltee, president of a bank
and a grocery compay.

I believe In and practice the doctrine of stewardship: be-
cause I believe that when God said “He entrust.ed.me with a
stewardship’’ he meant what he said, and that it is my duty
to be faithful in the discharge of this trust. Gratxtude. to
Him should lead me to accept the responsibility for the right
use of all the money I may accumulate; I should also make
the most of all the talents and powers he has enc!ovs{ed me
with; as his stewards, we are expected to Christianize the
whole life. )

The work of building up the Kingdom thrqugh ]?15 church
should be our highest aim in life; such a policy will greatly
enrich our souls and bring fulness of joy. .

When you speak of stewardship, many people think Ehat
you refer alone to money; money is only one of .the things
included. Stewardship means ar honest administration of the
whole life, and applies not only to the preachers and a few
officers of the church, but to each and every member. . To
promote this idea, it is necessary that those who are practicing
it should feel the responsibility of enlisting others; as I see it,
our main hope now is to look after our young people and instill
this idea in them. . i

We cannot hope that all the older members will .adopt t_hls
plan; so many still go along in the old ox cart fashion, claim-
ing that what was good enough for our fathers and grand-
fathers is good enough for us. Last, but not least, we find
many that are afflicted with that dreadful malady called cov-
etousness; it is a form of idolatry that shrivels the soul, be-
numbs the better part of our lives, and destroys our usefulness
in building up the Kingdom.

May God hasten the day when we all sh{il! awake to our
sense of responsibility in this matter and be wﬂ!mg to dedicate
to him the best of our time, thought, and service, also appro-
priate to his cause at least one-tenth of our income in a sys-
tematic and hearty way.

W. H. MitcHELL, Bowling Green, Ky.

A deacon in his church and a successful grocer.

The question of stewardship should be one of vital and
absorbing interest to Christian people everywhere. It should
Present a strong appeal to every right-thinking and zealous
Christian, . ) )

There are a great many answers one might give to this
vital question. I shall offer only a few:

I practice it because it is Scriptural. We are commanded
to give at least one-tenth of our income for the advancement
and the bringing in of the Kingdom. I believe every Chns-
tian should feel just as morally obligated to obey this com-
mand as he does the command, “Go ye into all the world
and preach the gospel to every creature.”” One is just as
binding as the other, and each should be obeyed in the same
loyal spirit.  Christ expects his followers to honor all his
commands, and when we obey some and disregard others we
fail thus far in living up to our highest obligations. *““We are
not our own.” ‘“We have been bought with a price,” and
the pri.ce was a dear one. What we have of this world’s
goods is not our own. What we have has Eeen entrusted to.
us for a high and noble purpose. We are only stewards of
what we possess. We are God's creatures and all we have
is his; if we fail to observe his command to honor him with
our substance, we cannot claim this promise of material and'
spiritual blessing. We are “withholding more than is meet
and it tendeth to poverty.” “God loves a cheerful giver,"™
but has no pleasure in a covetous spirit.

I wish I could impress every reader of this statement with

the importance of recognizing the claims of stewardship. How .«

much it would mean in the lives of those who are not now ¥
practising it. They are missing joys they know not of. King-
dom work would mean so much more to them. They would
receive blessings they have heretofore not known of; and be-
sides, if all Christian people would follow this plan system-
atically, all the mission boards would be financed. There
would not come this cry every year from the Secretaries of the
Home and Foreign Boards for money. This problem would
be solved, and be solved in a way that would honor and glorify-
him who gives us all we have.

Personally, I have followed this plan of giving systematically
not less than a tenth, and more at times, for eighteen years,
and I could not be induced in any way to forsake this plan.
It is a part of my life and I could not be content to do any
other way. My brother, if you will do the same thing, I am
sure your experience will be similar to mine, and giving will
be one of your chief joys, as it is mine.

N. A. ARCHER, Williamsburg, Ky.
Deacon in his church, also dentist and treasurer of a coal'
company.

L S

Southern Methodists are greatly pleased with their plan of
“Missionary Specials,” by which the amount necessary to
support a missionary or native worker, or take care of a defi-
nite unit of institutional work, is assigned to a church, or Sun-
day school, or young people’s or women’s soclety, or an indi-
vidual. Of course all the money is handled through the Board,
and there is no direct connection between the mission and the
supporters, except in sympathetic understanding and apprecia-
tion, but Methodist leaders claim that the educational and senti-
mental bond thus established is of real and practical value.
The experiment is at least worth careful watching.

¥ Oox X

More and more the churches are realizing that the every-
member canvass and the budget plan of finance constitute the
only permanent solution to the money problem. An alert church
in New Jersey, to emphasize the value of the canvass, offered
an award for the best motto submitted beginning with the same
letters as Every Member Canvass. The motto receiving the
highest vote was “Every Mite Counts,” The next was Edu
cation Means Contributions.” Both ideas are involved, and both
go to the heart of the matter.
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THE VILLAGE ON TAI KAM ISLAND

The village purchased for the leper colony was formerly occupied by fishermen-pirates. Mr. and Mrs. Lake have spent many days and nights on -
fsland holding meetings, and now they have a Sunday school there.

A GROUP OF FISHING HUTS ON THE ISLAND

Tha £66,000 already raised provides for the first unit of the leper colony, capable of caring for 2,000 of these unfortunates. The ultimate plans include
. fifteen such units, which would mean a million dollar plant.
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PLANTING A TREE ON THE LEPER ISLAND ON THE \'D§ EXPLORATION

Acting President Wu, former Premier Tang, the wife of the Secretary of State, Dr. Wu’'s Secre- Dr. and Mrs. Lake and the native atter8T€ watching with interest President Wu as he
tary, and others of the party, witnessing the planting of a tree given by the President. inspects one of the shacks trdefishermen have built on the island.

GRACE BEFORE LUNCH

President Wu is seated on the rock, with head reverently bowed and uncovered as Missionary
Lake asks a blessing on their simple midday picnic meal, while on the tour of inspection.
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THE SToRY OF BAPTIST BEGINNINGS
IN CHINESE LEPER WORK

Rev. John Lake, Canton, China

For a long time, Dr. Dobbins and
other denominational editors have been
asking the writer to give an account, for
publication, of the larger work for lepers
now being undertaken In connection with
the island, three miles long, in the China
Sea, that the late Wu Ting-fang gave
us, and visited In person, when he was
at the head of the government in South
China.

When Dr. J. F. Love and Mrs. Love
went with my wife and me, on a govern-
ment gunboat, to visit the islands, one
of which we finally secured, Dr. Love
wrote a most Interesting account of it all
for HoME AND ForeicN FiELDS, and
Editor Laws gave more than a page in
p i\)’t recent number of the Watchman-Ex-
g aminer of New York to an account of
" my talk on the subject at the Stockholm
meeting and on the steamer; but except
for these articles and some in Without
the Camp, published in London, very
little has been said about it in the public
press. The Lilerary Digest wrote about
it, without my knowledge, some time ago,
and extracts from my little book, *“‘Learn-
ing to Love the Lepers,” have gotten into
some of the papers—but my aim has
been to let this work have a natural, nor-

. Y I R Y

IN THE FISHING VILLAGE, TAI KAM ISLAND

The men and boys of the village may be distinguished by the fact that they are barefoot.
There are tens of thousands of lepers in China, for most of whom nothing
is being done to relieve their awful condition.

mal growth, and not the mushroom
growth that undue publicity might bring
about.

By special invitation of the American
Mission to Lepers of New York, I have
told of this work to selected groups of
friends, in clubs, schools, and churches
in a good many of the Northern cities,
during our recent furlough in America;
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ACTING PRESIDENT WU TING-FANG AND PARTY

Dr. Wu took the party to the island on a Government gunboat, postponing his cabinet meet-
ing, and spending four days on the trip. Dr. Wu is seated in the center of the group.

and, of course, I have woven it into my
furlough sermons and addresses; but the
popular demand for information about it
has been greater than my desire or ability
to satisfy.

It is all the more remarkable then,
and all the more an evidence that God’s
hand is in the movement, that several
friends have voluntarily given amounts
ranging from two thousand dollars to six
thousand dollars, so that the initial $66.-
000 the Mission to Lepers set out to help
us raise (as a grant in aid) is in sight.

This $66,000 provides for the first
unit of the leper colony on this island of
Tai Kam, two and a half miles from
shore, eighty miles down the coast from
Hongkong, and ninety miles almost di-
rectly south from the city of Canton,
where wife and I live, and from which,
as headquarters, we superintendent a
large field that extends to the coast, and
includes this and other islands.

This first unit will have a house of
worship in the center, a hospital, and an
administration building, Three individ-
ual gifts provide for these three buildngs.
Surrounding these three buildings, there
are to be twelve smaller buildings, each
to house sixteen lepers. Roughly speak-
ing, this unit of fifteen brick buildings will
take care of two hundred people. The
smaller buildings cost from $2,000 to
$2,500, and individuals or groups are
assuming the responsibility for the erec-
tion of these.
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DR WU AND PARTY EXPLORING THE ISLAND

As an expression of his deep interest the President of China gave the $5,000 necessary for
the purchase of the island, and personally accompanied Mr. and Mrs. Lake
on a trip of inspection.

There are tens of thousands of lepers
in South China, more, probably, than
in any section of its size in the world;
and less than fifteen hundred of them are
now beng aided by the government, the
French Catholics, the German Lutherans,
and everybody else combined. So that,
to attack this problem as it deserves, we
have an ambitious scheme that will in-
clude not only the above-mentioned $66.-
000 unit, but fifteen such units, on this
island of Tai Kam. This would mean a
million-dollar plant, providing for thou-
sands of these unfortunate outcasts.

Some might wonder why the lepers
should be grouped in units or villages of
two hundred each, and why each vil-
lage of two hundred lepers on the island
should have its own house of worship, its
own hospital, its own wards and cot-
tages; but this plan, as worked out, seems
to be the best. It accords with the Chi-
nese ideas of village life and village gov-
emment; and it looks to the best physical
and spiritual welfare of many who have
no hands and no feet—mere stumps of
humanity—every one of whom should be
within stone’s throw of church and hos-
pital.

Let it be remembered that the Chi-
nese, and especially our Chinese church
members, are committed heart and soul
to this great enterprise. When it was
found that, on account of the unsettled
conditions in revolution-torn China, this
entire island could be bought for $5,000,
Wu Ting-fang, not having that much
money of his own in any cne bank,
handed me two checks, one blessed day.
They were written in English, which he

perfectly understood; and one of them
read, “Pay Rev. John Lake $1,300,”
and the other, ““Pay Rev. John Lake
$3,700.” This handsome gift of
$5,000 and a still larger bequest caused

the writer, in case of his sudden death in

the midst of his dangerous occupation, to
take steps towards the legal incorporation
of his name—"John Lake, Incorpo-
rated,” at least until all necessary legal
safeguards can be provided (so that any
check that might be on the way to him,
if he were suddenly cut off, would reach
its destination properly).

The accompanying illustrations, each
with its legend, will tell the story of this
truly wonderful island, which has, by
God’s grace, come into the hands of the
Baptists for what will soon be, in all
probability, the largest Christan leper
colony in the world.

X X{
“Much More”

*“But where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound.” Romans 5: 20.

By some unseen, resistless power impelled,
The l:ising tide sweeps up the brooding
ay,
And with it comes the rush of healing
wind,
Reviving hearts that droop beside the
way.
The murky pools upon the sodden sands
Are cleansed and covered by the surg-
ing waves.
*Tis thus the “much more™ of thy
Saviour’s grace
Abounds where *sin abounded™—thus
He saves!
—Adelaide Addison Pollard,
in The Sunday School

Times.

OFFICIAL MAP OF TAI KAM ISLAND

The island is two and a half miles from shore, eighty miles down the coast from Hong Kong,
and ninety miles almost directly south of Canton.
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Missionary Progress in Needy Mexico
A Winning Fight in a Fruitful Field
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Mexico’s Need of a

Savior

Rev. C. L. Neal, Toluca

The Virgin of Solitude is one of the
many images of the Virgin Mary under
different names. Just a few days ago
this image was crowned in the city of
Irapuato, Gto., in the presence of more
than fifteen thousand people. The crown
cost twelve thousand pesos, or six thousand
dollars, and her dress and cloak cost
three or four thousand pesos, besides the
cost of the image. Her dress was made
and donated by the young ladies of the
city of Penjamo, a village about thirty
miles from the city where the image was
crowned. Special trains were run from
nearby cities for those who wanted to
attend the coronation, and several thou-
sand pesos were spent in the preparation
for the coronation.

Sometimes [ try to imagine what Mary
would think of herself if she knew what

including the president of the B. Y. P. U. Convention, and president of the Mexican Board of Missions.
Sr. Ernesto Barrocio, Sr. Moises Arevalo, Sr. Juan Gaspar.

is going on in the world today in her
honor and in depreciation of our Re-
deemer. I often wonder what Chnst
must think of such people, and I wonder
why our people in the homeland cannot see
that the Catholics are just as much heathen
as are the Chinese and Japanese. Not
long ago I wrote a letter and mentioned
some of the persecutions here and said
that the Catholics are just the same now
as they were in the dark ages, the dif-
ference in results being because they do
not have the power now to do as they did
then. In the answer to the letter I was
asked to give proof, because it was denied
that the Catholics persecuted now.

In the city where the image was
crowned we have a church of about
twenty members who have been driven
from house to house since before they
were organized into a church, and some
of them have suffered some severe tests.

Three years ago the ““Virgin of Zapo-
pan,” in the city of the same name, in
the state of Jalisco, was crowned, and
her coronation with crown and robe cost
more than fifty thousand dollars. The

reason they had to have a coronation

OFFICIALS OF THE BAPTIST NATIONAL CONVENTION OF MEXICO

First row: C. L. Neal, Sr. Josue Bautista,

Second row : Sr. Correa Gonzalez, Sr. Alfredo Cabazas, Sr. Uriegas, J. H. Benson.

was because the old image of the Vir-
gin was so worm-eaten that the people
could not take it back and forth to Guada-
lajara each year to make the rounds of
the churches there, where it remained a
few days in each church to be worshiped.
So the new image takes the place of
the old one and the old one is kept in
a glass case in the cathedral of Guada-
lajara.

Catholicism is a strange religion! I
have just visited an old grandfather in
Silao who is eighty-eight years old and
who was coverted a few months ago.
He is contented with his new religion,
but it awakens no interest in his grand-
daughter.  While we were talking she
was sitting there making legs for an image
whose legs had been eaten by the worms.
She said the image had wrought many
miracles, and she did not see how ridicu-
lous it was to attribute to it that power
when it could not protect itself from
worms. Many of them do not know
any of the history of the virgins, only
know their images. Last month in Mo-
relia T was in the post office when a
woman came and asked for a cent and
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said the Virgin would repay me. I
asked her where the Virgin was, and she
said:  “She is there in the cathedral.
Have you never been to see her and to
pray to her? You heathen, go to the
cathedral and see her, she gives us all
we have.”

Poor ignorant people that have no
Savior! You, who know the Savior and
have money that you can spare, will you
not hear the call of the millions who
are lost? They do not know what they
want and need, but you and I do, so
let us pray God to help us answer their
cry for this something that they need.

* % %

Our Schools 1n Saltillo

Rev. Chester W. Branch, Saltillo

Both of our schools in Saltillo, the
Seminary and Preparatory school, have
opened under good auspices. We have
30 in the Seminary and 225 in the
Preparatory school. In the Preparatory
school there are 105 boarding students
and 30 ministerial students.

Madero Institute, the building of our
Preparatory school, is over-crowded. We
have room in the boarding department
for only 80, but we have crowded in
105. YYe are in great need of our
new buildings to relieve our crowded
conditions. We have a ranch consisting
of about 150 acres in the suburbs of
Saltillo on which we are hoping to erect
buildings for the Seminary, boys’ high
school, girls’ high school and also a
modern college. The building committee
is hoping to have the new Seminary build-
ing ready for use next September. At
present we are in a rented building. House
rent in Mexico is very high. The sooner
the Board is in financial condition to
grant the money to erect these buildings,
the better will be our work here, and
we will also save the heavy house rent.
We are depending upon Southern Bap-
tists to pay their pledges to the 75 Mil-
lion Campaign, thereby furnishing the
money to make our work a success.

This is only the second year that our
Preparatory school has been in existence,
but our school is already beginning to
make a name for itself. Within two or
three years more we can have 500 stu-
dents if we have room to accommodate
so many. Several rich Catholics have
already become interested in our school
and have their boys enrolled this year.
With each year our opportunity of do-
ing evangelical work through the power
of education among our Catholic stu-
dents will increase. Will Southern Bap-
tists impede their missionary work through
the lack of money?

Catholic Savagery in the

Country of Liberty
Prof. E. G. Dominguez

We have been sorrowed by the reli-
gilous persecutions In our country and we
have felt ashamed because of them; but
we never would have thought that the
enlightened American people, who boast
so much of living in the land of ideal
liberty, could come to the point to allow
in its dominions the perpetration of fel-
lonies that so much sully civilization and
the respect of the inalienable right of
religious liberty.

The Mexican Baptists of El Paso have
been already outraged and scorned and
even jailed for the crime of propagating
the holy truths of Christianity. We could
never forget the humiliation done by the
Romish bailiffs to Dr. C. D. Daniel
and Samuel Ortegon and Misses Lillie
Mae Weatherford and Tita Paredes.
But this was but the prologue of a bit-
ter war of insults and vexations against
our denomination. This fratricidal and
savage campaign that we have not pro-
voked has been increasing and we do
not know what its end will be. The
Mexican Baptist Church of El Paso
has already two of its most faithful cham-
pions and missionaries, Brethren Efren
Hernandez and Tito Paredes, marked
in their faces by the treacherous hand
of infernal Rome.

Let us explain: When our faithful
brother Esteban Vazquez, ex-Knight of
Columbus, was converted recently, he
asked the church to establish a mission
at the smelter where he lives. The writer
preached the first sermon on Friday night,
June 22, in Brother Vazquez's home.
Many attended and we had two con-
versions. A little later four other per-
sons, evangelized by Brother Vazquez,
presented themselves to the church in
one of our services. With all this the
smelter priest was alarmed, went to see
Brother Vazquez and told him that if
he would not stop the meetings in his
house, he would not be responsible for
anything that might happen to the leaders.
This did not scare our brave missionary
young men who have been preaching
there, nor did they ask any protection
of the police, in spite of the fact that
what the priest said meant persecution.
A big party of young men and young
ladies went to lead the meeting the night
of Friday, July 6, and were dismissed
by a rain of stones. Fortunately, this
time nobody was injured. A week later
another party of Baptists, so big that
it entirely filled one street car, took pos-
session of the field and we had an open-

air meeting. Many heard the preach-
ing, but as in the preceding week, we
were stoned but not hurt.

On Fnday night, July 20, a still larger
company went to be present in the serv-
ice. This time faithful Catholics began
throwing lighted firecrackers into the
circle formed by those present. One of
those crackers burned Mrs. Vazquez's
blouse. The brethren continued their
worship, and finally the meeting was dis-
missed. At the same moment there be-
gan an awful yelling in which the Catho-
lics exhibited their fine culture in a rain
of insults and shameful words. The
party began to walk toward the street
car stop. The ladies marched ahead
while Brethren Efren Hernandez, Sam-
uel Ortegon, Arturo Reyes and Tito
Paredes walked behind. Hidden hands,
as on the other nights, began to throw
stones. The space from the place where
the meetings are held to the street car
stop, is long and dangerous, and is very
good for assaults. The bigots continued
marching behind our party throwing stones
until the company were opposite the
Catholic church. It was there where a
moan of pain was heard and the noise
of a body falling heavily to the ground,
and almost simultaneously a pistol shot.
It was Brother Hemandez who fell,
struck by a stone that hit his face, caus-
ing a deep wound. Another stone hit
Brother Tito Paredes above the left eye.
We don’t know from which place the pis-
tol was shot, but it is said that it was
from one of the windows of the Catholic
church. Fortunately it did no harm.
Immediately the news of these things
was spread among all the party and in
a second everybody in it was around
our wounded brethren. Brother Hernan-
dez was taken to a grocery store where
our brave ladies attended him while the
police was summoned. He had a deep
cut two inches long in the region of the
cheek bone and one smaller in the left
extreme of the upper lip. An hour
later the police reached the place, but
they did not find anything.

The following Friday a party still
larger went to the smelter. It seems
that the Baptists of El Paso are attracted
by danger. This time two policemen went
with our party, and as it will be sup-
posed the persecutors were more orderly.

The persecutions will not stop. The
black hand of Romanism will continue
exciting them, and the savage beasts,
waiting in ambush for their victims, will
be ready to strike when they see Christ’s
heralds defenseless, because they do not
have even courage enough to attack face
to face; but from the first to the last,
the Baptists of El Paso will be ready
to witness for Christ and to seal their
allegiance with their lives, if necessary.

—
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MINISTERS®' INSTITUTE OF SOUTH MEXICO

The objects of these institutes is to give an opportunity to the ministers who have but little
education to prepare themselves better for the work.

The Mexican National

Convention
Rev. C. L. Neal, Toluca, Mexico

The Mexican National Convention
met this year in the city of Morelia,
Michoacan. The attendance was good
and the interest was fine from beginning
to the close. Although the place of meet-
ing was very far from the center of
our work it was the best convention that
I have attended, and I have attended
all of them since 1907. The harmony
was excellent and the spint was fine in
every session.

One of the first subjects discussed after
the election of officers was evangelism.
At the beginning of the discussion many
thought that there was need of at least
two evangelists in Mexico who would
give all their time to revival work, but
it was soon seen that this was not wise,
because some of the associations had their
evangelists, and would not contribute to
the general evangelistic work. The Con-
vention decided to do work in places
where associations had not been organized.

The question of co-operation with the
Baptist hospital which the Northern
Baptists have established in Puebla,
Bueb., was presented by the director of
the hospital, but since he was so heartily
in favor of all the denominations co-
operating in the work there his speech
did not find echo in the heart of the

Convention. The spirit of the Conven-

tion 1s thoroughly Baptist, and of the
strict kind. It was shown that the first
duty of the Convention was that of self-
support, the sustaining of *he seminary,
the pushing forward of the evangelistic
work, and the missionary work among
the Indians, and that the Convention for
the present should take part only in the
Baptist institutions which could be used
as direct agencles for the evangelization of
Mexico.

The dominant note in the Convention
was missions, and has been growing grad-
ually for several years. At the beginning
of the discussion of missions, Miss Ida
Hale, who was missionary under our
board some years ago and has been active
in mission work at her own expense, of-
fered to give 1,000 pesos if the Con-
vention would raise 4,000 pesos. This
creates a still greater interest in missions.

The Convention has two- missionaries
working among the Indians. There are
about twelve million Indians in Mexico
and about five million that cannot speak
Spanish and have no written language.
It is a difficult job to win them to Christ,
since they cannot read. One of the
missionaries works among the Zapoteco
Indians in the State of Oaxaca. His
report to the Convention was interesting
he told of his hardships, of a night school
he has to teach the people to read and
write, and how his school had found
favor with the people. He showed pic-
tures of the house that was in construc-
tion which is being built with money
raised by the ladies’ missionary societies

of the churches.

———

The other missionary of the Mexican
Convention works among the Tarasco Ip-
dians in the State of Michoacan. S,
Alfaro, whom I mentioned in another ar-
ticle, left his people at the age of twelve
years and went to Uruapan to live. There
he had an opportunity to go to school.
He was our first convert, and has been
on fire for the salvation of souls ever
since. At about thirty years of age
he began mission work in the town where
he lived. His first convert among his
own people went a hundred miles to be
baptized. He has had many thrilling and
dangerous experiences, but God has al-
ways protected him.

It is the desire to put out four mission-
aries as soon as their contributions in-
crease sufficiently and the Lord calls
some of the natives that know the lan-
guage of the people.

There were 745 baptisms in the
seventy churches from which we received
reports. These churches have more than
two hundred mission stations around them
which are kept up by the pastors or mem-
bers of the churches.

There was a good increase shown in
self-support and missions during the
year.

The president of the seminary gave a
fine report of work done in this institution.
There were 43 pupils enrolled and sev-
eral graduated. We have twice as many
In our seminary as are in the Union Semi-
nary in Mexico City, which has eight
denominations represented in it. Our
seminary is one of the greatest forces we
have here for the evangelization of Mex-
ico, because we need trained men for the
work.

There are always five special sermons
in the Conventicn, the introductory ser-
mon, the doctrinal, the missionary, the
evangelistic and the closing sermon. It
can be said that all these sermons are
evangelistic because they have that spirit,
and in nearly all of them there is a call
to the unsaved.

The Convention goes to Tampica next
year, thus making it possible for many
of the ministers from the homeland to
attend the Convention, with fine results
for the cause of Christ in Mexico.

A Member of Our Juarez
Church

Rev. W. F. Haichell, Mexico

Angel Baca is his name, and he is an
humble man. But his conversion was so

real and his life is so genuine that he has
been an inspiration to us; and perhaps
a simple statement about him will be of
interest to the reader.
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One day about seven years ago our
Bible woman, Sra. Cecilia Mor_a.le.s,
stopped at our home for a little wvisit.
She said that she had just found a
paralytic in a little hut near our home
and wanted us to visit him. When we
went we found him upon his bed where
he had been for months, not even able
to sit up. His tongue was partially
paralyzed, and with difficulty could he
be understood when he talked. 1 read
to him from the Lord’s Book and prayed
with him. He seemed to appreciate
the visit. The afflicted home was fre-
quently visited by the Bible woman, my
wife, and myself, and Sr. Baca soon
manifested a deep interest in his spiritual
condition. He expressed a desire for a
Bible and one was given to him, which
he read a great deal. His interest grew
and his convictions deepened until he was
converted.

After some weeks he began to im-
prove, and he said that as soon as he
was able to go to church he wanted

to join and be baptized. This he did

about six months after his conversion.

As I have said he is an humble man,
and a short time after joining the church,
and as soon as he was able, he asked
to be allowed to serve as sexton of the
church and refused to accept pay for
his services.

At first his wife and children, while
always cordial when we were in the
home, would not attend our services, but
this man of God has seen, one by one,
his wife, two daughters and a son con-
verted and join our church.

One day last week I went to make
him a visit upon his invitation. A son
who had been away more than seven
years had returned for a visit in the
home, and the father wanted me to talk
to his son about his salvation. I found
the son already very much interested,
and we are hoping and expecting his
conversion soon.

While in Brother Baca’s home on this
occasion he said feelingly, *‘I thank God
for my affliction, for it was the means of
my salvation.”” I always come away
from a visit to this humble home with
my faith strengthened and encouraged
in the work to which the Lord has called
us. The salvation of this man is an ex-
ample of the power of the gospel, and
of God's grace.

* ¥ ¥

“Were half the power that fills the world with
terror,
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and
courts,
Given to redeem the human mind from error,
There were no need for arsenals cr forts;
e warrior’s name would be a name abhorred.
And every nation that should lift again
l Its hand against a brother, on its forehead
Would wear for evermore the curse of Cain.”

Mexican Ministers’ Insti-

tute
Rev. C. L. Neal, Toluca

This institute was established by the
writer five years ago and included only
the preachers of the South Mexican mis-
sion, but three years ago it became ex-
tension work of our seminary and took
in the workers of the Northem Bap-
tists who live In this section of Mexico.
We have three different institutes in Mex-
ico now. The object of these institutes
Is to give an opportunity to the min-
isters who have but little education to
prepare themselves better for the work,
and they are proving to be of great value.

Each institute meets once a year and
gives ten days to the work; the minis-
ters study special subjects and books of

SR. AREVALO, PASTOR MORELIA BAPTIST
CHURCH

the Bible and some Sunday-school book
and take exam’nations, and are given
credit for these studies In the seminary
for work done. The institute here in
South Mexico has 20 ministers who are
taking part in the institute.

The following will show you some-
thing of the work done in these insti-
tutes. Dr. A. B. Rudd of the Northern
Board taught the book of 2 Corinthians,
Sr. J. H. Benson of the Southern Board
taught the Sunday School Norman Man-
ual, the writer of this article taught the
book of Hebrews and gave a study on
evangelism. Several of the native preach-
ers had part in the institute. Sr. Moises
Arevalo gave three studies on *“The Holy
Spirit.”"  Sr. Alfredo Cabazas gave a
study on “The Punty of the Preacher’s

Life,” Correa Gonzolez gave a study
on ‘‘Adventism,” and Victor Godinez
gave a study on “Music in our Churches.”
All the studies given by the native preach-
ers were very interesting.

Each year several practical subjects
are given to help the pastors to know
how to meet the difficulties on their fields,
and also doctrinal subjects are given to
strengthen the preachers in their convic-
tions, but this seems almost unnecessary
since they are all strict Baptists. Nct
far in the future we are going to have
to meet the question of alien immersion,
but so far not a single minister is in
favor of such practice. It will be a
sad day for our work if some one be-
comes so slack as to permit such baptism,
which is no baptism at all. I am sending
you a group of the institute of 1922,
since we did not have a picture taken this
year.

£ % =

The Juarez Day School
Rev. W. F. Haichell

Some fifteen years ago our Juarez day
school was cpened and has held regular
sessions since that time, except two years
when it was closed by military order
during the revolution. Hundreds of chil-
dren, boys and girls, have attended the
school during these years, and quite a
large number have completed the course
given. From the beginning, almost, we
had no trouble in getting as many chil-
dren as we could accommodate, and
almost every year children in large num-
bers have been turned away for lack
of room. Only primary work is done
in the school, but those in charge have
ever tried to make the work thorough in
the grades taught.

Mrs. J. S. Cheavens is principal of the
school at present, and she is assisted by
a corps of four efficient teachers. One
hundred and fifty pupils have been en-
rolled in the school this year, a number
not quite so large as has been enrolled
in other years, as the number had to be
limited in order to make the teaching
more cfficient. While the school is not
so large this year as it was last year,
for the reason above stated, Mrs. Cheav-
ens thinks this 1s the very best year the
school has had, and this is the opin-
ion of the rest of us. Examinations are
being held now, as two vacation periods
are given In this state (Chihuahua), one
month in the winter and another in sum-
mer. I was present a part of the day
today, and it was interesting to see the
progress made by the children. Of course
all branches are taught in Spanish, but
lessons are also given in English. Most
all the children are anxious to learn
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English, and as a rule they make very
rapid progress in the language.

Each morning from 10 to 10:30 the
children assemble for chapel exercises.
Hymns are sung, and it is an inspira-
tion to hear these boys and girls enter
so heartily into the singing. Then, some
one of the teachers gives a Bible lesson,
closing with prayer.

Some of these children attend our
Sunday school and other religious™ serv-
ices of the church, but many of them
never get any other Bible teaching, and
no one knows how much influence this
teaching will have on these children in
after years.

Catholic Opposition in
Mexico

\ev. C. L. Neal, Toluca

.‘

Some time ago some of the new con-
verts in the Morelia church, Morelia
Michoacan, began to take the images
which they worshiped before their conver-
ston to the pastor, saying that they wanted
to begin a museum with the images and
relics which they had when they were
Catholics. Their custom up to this time
had been to burn their idols.

In a picture published on the cover
page of HoME AND FoREIGN FIELDs
recently you can see Sr. Arevalo, the
pastor of Morelia Church, and before
him you can see three images of Christ.
One of them is the image of the Sacred
Heart, indicated by the heart on the
outside of the body; another is supposed
to be an image of Chnst when he was
a child. All three of these images were
supposed to have the power to work
miracles. All ihat i1s needed for the
images to have the power to work mir-
acles according to the Catholics is for
the priest to bless them and say a few
words over them in Latin.

About two years ago, Sr. Alfaro, who
is the first missionary to the Tarasco
Indians, won his first convert to Chnst,
and he gave him his image which he
had worshiped from his earliest child-
hood, and although it was almost eaten
up by the worms he stil thought it
had power to work miracles until he
met the missionary. There are thousands
of the Indians who cannot read nor
write, because their language is not a writ-
ten language, and they cannot speak Span-
ish, and sad to say they do not know
anything about the true God, because
the Truth has been so perverted and
they have had no opportunity to learn.

One of the ways in which the Catholics

oppose us is seen in the following w'ich

was published in the leading daily paper
in the city of Mexico: *‘The Illustrious
Archbishop of the State of Michoacan
has just sent out to his flock instruc-
tions to do all that is possible to stop
the foreign Protestant propaganda which
is being pushed in his diocese. . . .
These instructions inake known to the
Catholics that they are in danger of
excommunication, especially the parents
who permit their children to go to Pro-
testant schocls and read or permit to
be read the Paladin Bautista, which
is a Protestant paper published in More-
lia.”

The most prominent rules decreed by
the illustrious bishop are as follows:

1. It 1s a grave sin to attend Protest-
ant preaching or lectures.

2. They sin grievously and are ex-
communicated from the Catholic Church
who send their children to Protestant
schools.

3. It is not such a grave sin to con-
sult a Protestant doctor in his private
office when he does not use his services
as a means of propaganda of his religious
doctrine.

4. It is not permissible for a Catholic
to go to a Protestant hospital for treat-
ment when this institution has for its ob-
ject the propagation of their doctrines,
unless it is a case of absolute necessity,
and then they must not go unless they
are determined by the grace of God to
reject all religious instruction or invita-
tions to attend their services, and unless
the director of the hospital permits the
priest to visit the hospital when the pa-
tient is in need of the holy sacraments.

5. All priestss must make an active
crusade against Protestantism that is ex-
tending itself so rapidly in the State of
Michoacan.

You who think Catholics are different
now to what they were In ages past
should take notice, and when there is
a subscription made in a town to raise
money to build a Catholic boarding school
you should know that you are trying to
extend a doctrine that would destroy your
own religion, and take the freedom which
you and your children enjoy away from
you. May our people in the homeland
wake up before it is too late.

X4 s
From the
Woman’s Missionary Union
22 MISS KATHLEEN MALLORY S

Five Days in Fukuoka

Fukuoka, Japan, is famous for sev-
eral things: First, the Nichiren Statue,
which is an enormous bronze statue im-
posingly mounted and devotedly worship-
ped by Buddhists. Miss Frances Fulg-
hum of Georgia took me to see it a wretch-
edly rainy October afternoon. As we
approached the statue we saw a man
praying before a covered glass case in
which were many rows of lighted candles.
Near him were rows of candle stubs in
another case, by which was a huge bronze
incense pot, and beyond it was another
very large bronze receptable for rice and
money offerings. Beyond this was a
booth where post cards and other souve-
nirs could be bought and where one’s for-
tune could be told. Across from this
was a building with a very handsome cop-
per roof. In that building the pilgrims
to the Nichiren shrine rest, especially
those who are fulfilling their vow to re-
peat a certain prayer 10,000 times. As
I said, it was a very rainy afternoon
but on the high stone platform, above
which the statue rises, were two women
kneeling, with their big Japanese um-
brellas over them and with their hands
uplifted in reverence as their lips muttered
over and over the set prayer. Nichiren

is a deified patriot. His face is as bene-
volent as President McKinley's, and I
could but marvel at the superstition which
turned gratitude into cringing worship.

Another thing for which Fukuoka is
noted is the Imperial University Hospital,
which 1s very near the Nichiren Statue.
It consists of many buildings which cover
a large area and are excellently equipped.
The internes are of course the young grad-
uates, but there is a large corps of ex-
pertenced specialists. The guard at the
gate said that the hospital could accom-
modate 100,000 patients, but I con-
cluded that he meant to say a much
smaller figure or else that in all its history
it had cared for that huge number. The
nurses are Japanese women who use the
regulation trained nurse uniform, only
the little white cap must always cover
the knot of hair, whether the knot be at
the crown of the head or at the nape of
the neck, as were those which I saw!

In the third place a certain kind of
dolls makes Fukuoka famous. They are
called Hakata dolls, Hakata being the
twin city to Fukuoka. These dolls are
made of clay and are large or small,
beautiful or ugly, dainty or grotesque, ac-
cording to the humor of the workman

who fashioned them. So skillful are these

workmen that the expressions are indeed
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lifelike, and so exquisitely draped and
ornamented are the folds of the kimonos
that you repeatedly touch them, each
time finding them not softest silk but
firmest clay.

Another “‘best in the city” feature is
the Maizuru Kindergarten. You will be
happy to know that this is our very own
Baptist kindergarten in charge of Miss
Fulghum and her skilled assistants,
Furuzawa San and Seki San. It is lo-
cated near the homes of university pro-
fessors and rich business men, so their
children with their nurses are its regular
pupils. I believe I shall ever remember
the happy morning spent with them, and
somehow I believe that many of those
children who sang for me, ‘‘Jesus loves
me,” will some day say “We love him
because he first loved us.”

And then like a triumphant climax,
from Nichiren Statue by way of the
benevolent hospital and the beautiful dolls
to the doll-loving Maizuru children, is
the outstanding Baptist achievement for
the boys of Japan, namely, Seinan Gakuin,
which 1s the Willingham Memorial Boys'
High School and College and Seminary.
Rev. C. K. Dozier of Georgia is the
principal, assisted by Mrs. Dozier of
North Carolina, Dr. G. W. Bouldin of
Alabama, Mrs. Bouldin of Tennessee,
Rev. Roscoe Smith also of Tennessee,
and Miss Florence Conrad and Miss Ef-
fie Baker of Texas. Dr. Bouldin and
Mr. Smith do most of their teaching in
the Theological Seminary, the dean of
which is Ono San, a graduate of the
Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville.
There are quite a few other Japanese
teachers of marked ability in the high
school and college departments. One of
them, Aramaki San, interpreted for me
when I spoke at the chapel hour. Those
who speak both English and Japanese
told me that he translated each thought in
the most pleasing Japanese and with mar-

velous fidelity to the thought I had in

mind.

You will be interested to hear about the
th.ree times I was in the chapel building.
First, there was the service referred to
above. That morning the glee club sang
very beautifully, using English words.
It was fine to see the interested attention
of the chapel-full of boys and young men.
Advisedly is the word *“‘full”” used, for
the enrollment this year is 560, and there
1s practically no room for the adding
rext April of the fourth year of the col-
lege course. The day is practically at
hand when a larger chapel must be built.
The “dream’ seems to be of a combina-
tion chapel and library building. If the
75 Million Campaign does not provide
for such expansion I hope that the new
.campaign will do so! If you could look
into .the faces of those boys and realize
the influence for good which as Chris-

school needs more pictures.

tians they could wield, you, too, would
want each building, and especially the
chapel, to be equal to the normal expan-
sion of the school. After chapel I was
shown several class rooms in that build-
ing and then we visited the other depart-
ments and the dormitories. It is a plant,
thirteen buildings in all, of which South-
ern Baptists may truly be proud. I am
happy indeed to tell you that it compares
favorably with similar institutions of other
denominations which I vsited in Kobe and
Kyoto, and yet it is much younger than
each of them. We shall certainly want as
Southern Baptists to help it to maintain
its excellent standard.

Three small ways occur to me as means
of help while we are faithfully redeem-
ing our campaign pledges: First, the
Several so-
cieties and individuals have given pictures
but far more are needed for the many
class rooms and halls. Then again, the
school genuinely needs more books for
its library. Third, flower seed are needed
for further beautifying of the campus.
Thus all the way from the W. M. S.
through Y. W. A,, G. A. and R. A.
to the smallest Sunbeam Band help for
one or more of these three needs can be
secured. To those who desire to give
this *“‘over and above” help I would sug-
gest that it is far wiser to send the money
for a picture or a book or for flower seed
than to send the actual articles themselves.
Thus duty and duplication will be
avoided! Send the money to Mrs. C. K.
Dozier, Fukuoka, Japan.

But I started out to tell about two
other visits which I made to the chapel
building. One was to a special afternoon
*“concert” which the orchestra of sixteen
“pleces”” gave in my honor. Just be-
fore the concert I was talking to one of
the ’cello players, an earnest Christian
who is in the third year at the college.
He understands English excellently and
speaks it fairly well. Anyway he “made”
me to understand that the orchestra leader
played the violin beautifully. I genu-
inely believed it when I saw him lead that
orchestra. Truly you would have re-
joiced to hear those boys, most of whom
are Christians. The Saturday night be-
fore they had gone about fifty miles to
Tizuka, where they gave a benefit concert
with the assistance of Miss Fulghum and
Miss Naomi Schell of Kokura, the pro-
ceeds going for earthquake sufferers.

The last time I was in the chapel build-
ing was at the Sunday night service of
the B. Y. P. U. of the college church.
Very impressive were the Bible reading
and exposition, earnest were the several
prayers, hearty was the singing and really
stirring was the talk by the president. All
this was in the hands of the Japanese
students, not a word of which I could
understand, but the entire spirit of which

was soul-refreshing to me. Would that
you could have shared it with me.

The Sunday morning I was in Fukuoka
was spent at the Baptist Church of that
city. At the close of the service the
pastor and congregation united in ex-
pressing thanks to America for two great
blessings: (1) Chrstian missions and
(2) relief to earthquake sufferers. It is
fine to see gratitude all over Japan for
this American relief, and on the part of
the Christian Japanese to see gratitude
for mission work. God speed the day
when all Japan shall give thanks for the
eternal “relief” of Christianity.—Kath-
leen Mallory.

————

The State Annual
Meetings

A great force in our denominational
life 1s discovered in the seasons of the
coming together of our people for de-
liberation and inspiration. The state con-
ventions of the general work and of
W.M.U. work are always the outstand-
ing events of the fall months. Brief re-
ports of the women’s meetings in several
states given herewith bring to us some-
thing of the enthusiasm and high purpose
that characterized these gatherings. Our
Union president, Mrs. James, attended
the convention of Washington Baptists
as well as the meeting of our Virginia
workers and has told elsewhere of that
splendid meeting.

Virginia

Every session of both the General Associa-
tion and the Woman'’s Missionary Union ot
Virginia held in Richmond, November 12-16,
was of absorbing interest, but some features de-
serve separate and especial mention. The first
was the pageant, “In the Mirror of History,”
planned for by the W.M.U. written by a
Virginia woman and enacted by the young
men and women from the Uiversity of Rich-
mond, our Baptist school. The pageant showed
episodes in the history of Virginia Baptists from
the beginning of the Baptist movement in that
state down to the organization of the Baptist
General Association in 1823. It would be
difficult for one to believe that those who °20k
part in the pageant, or for those who saw it,
ever again to hold lightly their heritage of re-
ligious liberty and their Baptist faith, so truly
and dramatically were portrayed the sufferings
and sacrifices, the humility and heroism, the re-
sourcefulness and faithfulness of the Baptist
men and women of that early day. Baptists
have a remarkable heritage and it should be the
burden of this generation, every one of us, to
impress the coming generation with the glory cf
it. In the last scene of the pageant the growth
and development of Virginia Baptist work from
1823 to the present day was shown in a most
effective tableau.

On the following night Dr. R. H. Pitt wel-
comed fraternal messengers, visitors and dele-
gates to the centennial meeting with an address
in which he gave a brief but clear and de-
lightful history of Virginia Baptists and their
work. Folowing this the president introduced
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Dr. Carter Helm Jones, who in his winsome,
charming manner extended the greetings of the
Northern Baptist Convention and made the cen-
tennial address. It was your president’s privi-
lege to follow, expressing the greetings of the
Woman's Missionary Union of the Southern
Baptist Convention. Space forbids the men-
tioning of others by name, but greetings and
congratulations were brought by representatives
from our great southwide boards, from the
seminaries, from otner stales, from Canada and
from one representing other denominations. No
one grew tired for the talks were short, to the
point and as varied as common sense, good will,
poetry, oratory and genume humor could make
them. On Wednesday the General Association
and W.M.U. held their sessions at the Univer-
sity of Richmond and were guests of the Uni-
versity for lunch. It was a gloricus day and
lunch was served on the beautiful campus to
about five thousand persons. The interest was
sustained to the last. Altogether it was a great
week—Mrs. . C. James.

South Carolina

The South Carolina W.M.U. annual meet-
ing held at Florence, Nov. 14-15, was one that
will bring always to one who was there sweet
thoughts of the gracious hospitality of the entire
little city, of the sweet spirit of the meeting and
of earnestness of officers, committees and dele-
gates who were indeed “about the Master’s
business.” Mrs. W. H. Clarke of Japan, Mrs.
J. M. Gaston of China, and Mrs. George Sad-
ler of Africa were the missionary speakers,
while Dr. B. C. Hening spoke of the Home
Board work. Miss King, treasurer, reported
total gifts for the year amounting to $248,494.
Mission study certifcates and seals for.all grades
far exceeded the number of awards in former
years. Every officer’s report was given with an
enthusiastic outlook, a clear vision of complet-
ing the 75 Million Campaign and on into the
next great movement for *not money but men
and women, not yours but you." South Carolina
W.M.U. was well represented at the Baptist
World Alliance and interesting reports were
heard about this meeting. This was the twenty-
first meeting of the state Union and eighteen
years had elapsed since we had come together
in Florence. The enrollment was about 400
delegates and visitors—AMrs. Geo. E. Davis.

&

Illinois, Kextucky, Tennessee

Down on Florida’s east coast one is tempted
to linger, but a brisk summons from Illinois
W.M.U. sent me scurrying to East St. Louis
for the annual meeting of the Illinois Baptist
Association. Encouraging reports from the
women under the leadership of Mrs. Hathaway
and Miss Quarles inspired men as well as
women. The leader of the Laymen's Move-
ment in the state pleaded for the men to try to
catch up with members of W.M.U. in interest
and information. Following the convention Miss
Quarles, the corresponding secretary, let me
accompany her to DuQuoin, Carbondale, Me-
tropolis and New Burnside as she visited local
societies and laid plans for an intensive steward-
ship campaign.

I am a-wondering if a wvisit to London,
England, could be more inspiring or interesting
than was the time spent in London, Ky., during
the annual session of Kentucky W.M.U. A
thanksgiving service we had from the beginning
through the closing consecration service which

must_linger forever with those who were present. .

Had not God restored to the state her beloved
corresponding secretary, Mrs. Janie Cree Bose?
Had God not led the Kentucky women to bring
into his store-house rich gifts? Had he not
spared Mrs. Reese, the state treasurer, for further
years of devoted service? It was a meeting of
rich experiences, noble plans and faithful
pledges.

Tennessee W.M.U. met in Martin. Two
corresponding secretaries and two young peo-
ple’s leaders answered the roll call; Miss Buch-
anan, after ten years of devoted and efficient
service, laid down her work as secretary in June,
and Miss Mary Northington answered the call
of her own state and began her active service
on October 1. Miss Julia Allen in turn left
Tennessee for work in her native Georgia, and
Miss Jessie Dye was elected young people’s
leader for Tennessee. With such a force of
workers within her borders Tennessee could not
fail to report a fine year’s work. There is just
one Mrs. Creasman, so it is not strange that
there are so many—too many—demands on her
time and strength, Mrs, Cox, of Memphis, takes
up the work she laid down as W.M.U. presi-
dent, for the state.—DBlanche Sydnor White.

Tune: “Come Thou Almighty King.”

Come women, wide proclaim

Life through your Saviour slain;
Sing evermore.

Christ, God’s effulgence bright,

Christ, who arose in might,

Christ, who crowns you with light,
Praise and adore.

Come, clasping children’s hands,
Sisters from many lands,
Teach to adore.
For the sin-sick and worn,
The weak and the over-borne,
All who in darkness mourn,
Pray, work, yet more.

Hymn for the Year

Watchword for the Year

“He THAT WroucHT Us ror THis VERY THinG Is Gop."—2 Corinthians 5: 5.

*Order copies of words with music from W. M. U. Literature Department, 1111 Age-
Herald Bldg., Birmingham, Ala., price 2 cenls per copy; 10 cents per dozen.

Work with your courage high,
Sing of the daybreak nigh,
Your love oulpour.
Stars shall your brow adorn,
Your heart leap with the morn
And by His love up-borne,
Hope and adore.

Then when the garnered field
Shall to our Master yield
A bounteous slore,
Christ, hope of all the meek,
Christ, whom all earth shall seek,
Christ, your reward shall speak,
Joy evermore.

—Fannie E. S. Heck.

3

Alabama
Particularly fortunate was Alabama W.M.U,

in the number of distinguithed visitors appearing
on the program of its annual meeting held at
Bessemer. Mrs. Maud R. McLure was the
representative of the general Union and was
gladly heard in two splendid addresses. Misses
Laura Lee Patrick and Mary Nortington, for-
mer corresponding secretaries, were eagerly wel-
comed by their many friends.  Mrs. J. M.
Gaston, China, and Miss Susan .Anderson, Af-
rica, brought stirring messages from foreign
lands. Outstanding features were the pageant
depicting one hundred ycars of work by Ala-
bama women, charmingly written by Miss Han-
nah E. Reynolds and splendidly presented;
the enthusiastic Y.W.A. and G. A. banquet;
the reading of the first report from Alabama to
the general Union by the same woman who
presented it in that early time; the preliminary
all-day conferences of young people’s leaders
and associational superintendents. The abound-
ing hospitality of Bessemer was fully equal to
the task of entertaining the large number of
delegates and visitors in attendance. Fine en-
thusiasm for all lines of the work was mani-
fest.

Texas

A new and most helpful feature was added
to the pre-convention meeting in connection with
the annual meeting of Texas W.M.U. Con-
ferences were held on that Monday afternoon
on the various departments of work, making
cleven separate conferences being held at one
time, and then all came together for one hour's
session. From the opening devotional Tuesday
morning every hour of the convention was marked
with the abiding presence of the heavenly Father.
The unusual happend when we had present
no missionaries or other visitors. One of the
highest hours of the entire session was the Dia-
mond Jubilee hour commemorating the seventy-
hfth year of the Baptist General Convention of
Texas. At this time three pioneer women work-
ers were presented—Mrs. Martha Pool, of Gal-
veston; Mrs. C. A. Westbrook, of Lorena, who
in 1882 organized the first Sunbeam Band in
Texas; Mrs. W. L. Williams, of Fort Worth,
president emerita of Texas W.M.U.; and a
letter was read from a fourth who could not be
present. The messages from these were crowned
by an address by Dr. Truett. Then thoss pres-
ent were made sad as they realized they must
give up the services of Mrs. A. F. Beddoe,
who for more than twelve years has wrought
so nobly as corresponding secretary-treasurer of
Texas W.M.U. Mrs. J. E. Leigh was elected
to fill the vacancy and Miss Kate Mayers was
chosen to succeed Mrs. Leigh as young people’s
secretary and field worker.—Mrs. J. H. W eather-
by, Texas.

Program for January
Prepared by Willie Jean Stewart, Ala.

Prayer for All Foreign Missionaries.

Hymn—"Come, Women, Wide Proclaim.”

Roll Call—Answered with missionary resolu-
tions.

Hymn—Consecration.

Prayer—Silent prayer for renewed zeal in the
important business of bringing in the King-
dom.

Bible Study—Stewardship and Its Motives:

a. Selfish—It Pays—Malachi 3: 10-12;
Luke 6: 38; Prov. 3: 9.
b. Duty—Leviticus 27:30; Luke 23:23.
c. Love—Psalm 116:12; 2 Cor. 8:2, 3,
5; 2 Cor. 9:7, 11-13.

Prayer—That the love of Christ may be so full
in us that it may abound unto all liberality of
spirit and of giving.
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Talk—Mexico, the Wonderland of the South—
Its wonderful scenery, agricultural resources,
vast mineral wealth, ruins of its remarkable
ancient civilization (see “Southern Baptist
Handbook™).

Solo—"1 Know My Heavenly Father Knows.”

Talk—Religious Activities in Mexico—Native
religion, Rome's Failure, Southern Baptist

Beginnings.

Talk—Mexico of Today—Reconstructed Gov-
ernment, Religious Needs, Handicaps to the
Spread of the Gospel, Present-day Work and
Methods.

Prayer for Mexico, that God's Spirit may pre-
vail against the forces of darkness, and Mexico
be Christianized.

Leaflet—The Land of Manana. (Order for
2 cents from W.M.U. Literature Dept, 11IT
Age-Herald Bldg., Birmingham, Ala.)

Hymn—"All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.”

Watchword—He that wrought us for this very
thing is God. 2 Cor. 5:5.

Personal Service Period—Work for Mexican
women and children in our border states.
Business—Reports on Win-One Plans; Personal
Service Report; Report of Young People’s
Leaders; Marking of Standard of Exczllence
Wall Chart; Plan for Mission Study Class
for Foreign Missions to Follow-up Week of
Prayer; Report of Gifts to 75 Million Cam-
paign through Regular Channels and through
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering; Routine

Business.

Closing Prayer, remembering the mid-winter
semi-annual meeting of the W.M.U. Execu-
tive Committee.

Suggested Leaflets for January

Program (

Cents
Ignacia’s Pilgrimage to Sacro Monte .. 2
Home Life in Mexico ..cvveeennen. 3
Mexican Girl (Impersonation) ........ 4
Mexico (Poem) .....cccevvviennnnnnn 2
The Senora's Story .....coevevunnnnn 3
The Land of Manana .....cocvvnnnns 2
The Light of Mexico’s New Day ..... 3

(Order the above from W.M.U. Literature
Dept., 1111 Age-Herald Bldg., Birmingham,
Ala)

l . . I.«‘rom the
i Laymen’s Missionary Movement
& Secretary J. T. HENDERSON 33

The Real Problem

The present critical situation with our
two General Boards is not due to a lack
of money among the Baptist men of the
South. It is true that many prosperous
men lost heavily during the period of de-
flation, but the situation with these men is
now very greatly improved; besides, there
were multitudes of men who were wise
enough to forecast the approach of those
days of financial depression and fortified
themselves against aay serious losses.
These have had funds all the while, but
have been unusually reticent to part with
them. Prosperity 1s abroad in the land
again, however, and there should be a
substantial advance in the reccipts of the
Kingdom. The people find plenty of
money for other purposes. They are buy-
ing and operating expensive automobiles,
are traveling on the trains in large num-
bers, are enjoying comforts and even lux-
uries in their homes, and could ‘invest
large sums in Kingdom enterprises if their
interest were enlisted. The masses don’t
know and therefore don’t care.

If Christian people were fully informed
regarding the urgent need and the mar-
velous achievements of these Kingdom
enterprises, their response would be very
different. The real problem is to get this
quickening knowledge back to the masses
in the local churches. General and

state meetings fail in the most vital fea-
ture of their mission if they don’t quicken
a large company of leaders to carry the
message of Information and inspiration
away back to the regions where the rank
and file of the Baptist people *“live and
move and have their being.”” This is the
real problem. These masses must be
made to feel something of that concern
that burdens the secretartes. An in-
formed Christian (note the term Chris-
tian) is always interested and responsive.
Give a tactful teacher a company of
converied men for a few days in an in-
stitute and the outcome will be glorious.
A wise presentation of stewardship and
missions to regenerale souls will bear an
abundant harvest.

“Israel doth not know; my people
doth not consider.”” If the prophet had
not made this great deliverance, many of
us would have had the truth of it in-
delibly stamped on our minds by personal
experience.

Teaching must have a larger place in
our churches; it must not stop with an
elect few that are already enlisted. If
the mountain will not come to Moham-
med, he must go to it.

If the Budget and Stewardship Cam-
paign can be carried to the unenlisted, it
will bring victory. They are in the ma-
jority and hold the balance of power.
The entire membership in study classes
is the slogan.

Second Quarterly Report, August 1, 1923, to November 1, 1923, Woman’s Missionary Union, Auxiliary to S.B.C.
Mrs. W. C. Lowndes, Treasurer; Reporied by Stale Treasurers.

Training School

Bible Fund ~ Margaret  Current Endowment& Scholarship Other Cam-

States Foreign Home of S.S. Board Fund Expenses Enlargement Fund paign Objects Cash Total
Alabama \.............. $ 657001 $ 424063 $ ..... $ ..... $ ... $ 12021 $ 1,20000 $16,676.59 $28,807.44
Arkansas .............. 1,219.82 1481100  ..... 116.00 300.00 46.08 300.00 6,899.81 10,362.81
District of Columbia ..... ... ceiee eeeee eeeee eeeas 1700 ..., ... 17.00
Florida ................ 2,605.70 241029  ..... oo aee e 88.00 500.00 752380  13,127.79
Georgia .............e. 12,601.05 840070  ..... ... aeee 336.13 40000  29,40245  51,14033
Hlinois ...oooooonal.... 1,244.51 79597 ... el 4579 ..., el .. 3,359.04 544531
Kentucky .............. 14,971.89 837994  ..... ... 1,500.00 1,702.00 39875 2958823  56,540.81
Louisiana .............. 511997 - 3,92531 17.50 71.00 160.00 97.76 10000 2508785  34.579.39
Maryland ....ovovveees Lol Ll 50.00 15000  .....  ..... 100.00 1,747.27 2,047.27
Mississippi +...c.uuen.. 6,214.30 38917  ..... 20000  ..... 910.08 40000  12,842.89  24,456.44
Missouri vvvvviinninnees tivee cieee e 75.77 250.79 1.19 83651 ..... 1,164.26
New Mexico vovvvvnieer vive deiir eeiee eeen el 309 ... L.l 3.09
North Carolina ......... 11,484.23 5,715.25 89.61 296.04 500.00 190.00 1,20000 3224275  51,717.88
Oklahoma .............  cooer Liiee aiiee eeiee e 58.00 40000  ..... 458.00
South Carolina ......... 13,905.07 496989 ..... 20000 @ ..... 708.87 80000 3230589  52,889.72

ennessee ............. 9,147.58 5,336.10 80.00 220.00 50000  ..... 20000  23,631.25  39,114.93
Texas ...ooinne....... 4,063.98 271181 ..... 128.75 110.15 100000  ..... 1123200  19,246.69
Virginia ............... 1586938 1007633  .....  ..... ... 250.00 60000 3849598  65,291.69
Total Gifts ........ $105,017.49 $62,34249 $ 237.11 $ 145756 $ 336673 $ 552841 $ 7,43526 $271,035.80 $456,420.85

Value of Boxes—$3,350.88
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Memphis, Tennessee

On my visit to Memphis the first Sunday in
November to confer with the local committees
regarding their preparation for the Southwide
Baptist Men's Convention in that city, February
12-14, 1924, 1 had a delightful visit with the
Calvary Baptist Church. The membership of
this church is displaying the sacnficial spirit
to a marked degree in providing funds to meet
payments on the magnificent building they now
occupy. Dr. W. F. Dorris is a heroic leader
and the people follow with the utmost loyalty.

In the midst of their local burdens, they
express their purpose to redeem their pledges
to the great Baptist Program. It was a real
pleasure to speak twice 1o these interested people.

Williamsburg, Kentucky

This hittle city is located about a dozen miles
north of the Tennessee line on the Cumberland
River and in the midst of the mountains. The
landscape on every hand, during these au-
tumn days, affords a picture of enchanting
beauty.

The census of 1920 gave Williamsburg a
population of 1,767; it has two aggressive Bap-
tist churches with a joint membership of about
one thousand, representing more than eighty per
cent of all the church people of the community.

Cumberland College, an institution that does
two years of college work, is located here, has
more than five hundred students, and is en-
joying the most prosperous year in its history.

The mountains round about Williamsburg
are rich in coal, the Baptists are entrusted with
much of this wealth, and through Cumberland
College and their local churches, are transmuting
large sums of it into Christian character. Dr.
Gatliff, the leading benefactor of Cumberland
College, was called to his reward a few years
ago, but he still lives, his memory is a growing
benediction, and, like righteous Abel, “he yet
speaketh.”

The first session of this Stewardship Con-
ference was held in connection with the men's
annual banquet of the First Baptist Church on
Friday night, November 9; it was attended
by about one hundred twenty men. The secre-
tary also spoke twice on Sunday following to
inspiring audiences. These meetings were held
as a part of the preparation for the annual
every-member canvass for the church budget
and to strengthen sentiment for the enlarge-
ment of the church plant. With its heavy local
burdens, the church is paid up to date on its
pledge of the 75 Million Fund, amounting t»
about $23,500 "per year; this situation brings
ll;nall:oyed joy to the aggressive pastor, Dr. C. C.

ugh.

Tennessee Anniversaries

The General Secretary reached Martin on a
delayed train about eight hours late, but in
time to enjoy some of the edifying addresses
delivered in the Pastors’ Conference. His own
effort came at a late hour at night, following a
wearisome journey on the train, and was very
unsatisfactory to himself and perhaps equally
so to the indulgent audience.

The Convention proper made a fine beginning,
The attendance was large and representative,
the organization was dispatched with striking
promptness and harmony, and the addresses of
welcome and response were ideal. It was fine_
to see *he Convention honor three choice lay-
men by electing them to the positions of presi-
dents and vice-presidents. With such recogni-
tion the laymen should attend in large num-
bers.

The reports of Secretary Wilson and his as-
sociates indicated a year of fruitful achieve-
ment; the cash receipts also showed an ad-
vance over the previous year.

The General Secretary appreciated the honor
of speaking to the Women's Missionary Union
for a half hour on stewardship. It was a
real joy to see a former student in the chair,
directing the proceedings with the utmost case
and dispatch.

It was hard to tear away from this great
meeting of the Tennessee hosts, but an engage-
ment of several weeks' standing made it neces-
sary to leave for a Stewardship Institute in
South Georgia.

Waycross, Georgia

This beautiful city of twenty thousand in-
habitants is located at the crossing of the ways,
as its name suggests.

I would not have anybody's reputation for
veracity suffer, and therefore 1 shall not men-
tion the number of passenger trains that are re-
ported to pass through Waycross dailly. The
Atlantic Coast Line has extensive shops here
and these constitute the chief support of the
people. Some of the population are shifting and
this militates against the permanent and sub-
stantial growth of the churches. The Baptists
have three churches among the white population.

The Stewardship Institute in the First Bap-
tist Church was conducted 2s a preparation for
the every-member canvass, which was set for
the second Sunday %n December. The people
are co-operating in 1 most loyal way and the
campaign gives promise of gratifying success.

Dr. W. H. Rich, the pastor, is a wise leader
and a strong gospel preacher. The church has
a company of strong men and women that ap-
preciate the need of a new and adequate
church plant. The laymen mean to be repre-
sented at the Memphis Convention.

Greenville, North Carolina

This is a prosperous town of about eight
thousand people located in a good farming sec-
tion in eastern Carolina, Cotton and tobacco
are the chief products, and the people are tor-
tunate this year in having good crops and good
prices at the same time.

There are iwo Baptist churches in Greenville,
the Memorial and the Immanuel, with about
two hundred fifty members each. The Norh
Carolina Baptist Convention was organized in
the former in 1830. While these churches are
close together and do not have distinctive fields,
the pastors, Rev. L. W. Smith and Dr. T, H.
Plemmons, co-operate in a most fraternal way.

The East Carolina Teachers’ College is lo-
cated in Greenville; it is a growing institution
of high standards, has about five hundred young
women in attendance, one hundred of whom
attend the Immanuel Church.

The occasion of my visit to Greenville was to
assist in the annual every-member canvass of the
Immanuel Church. 1 had opportunity to speak
cnly four times, but the pastor and finance
committee had made good preparation and
there was every indication of a successful cam-
paign. The twenty strong men that composed
the teams were interested, made their personal
pledges before starting out, and had *“a mind
to work.”

Men’s Convention

Reports from 21 parts of the South indicate
a large and growing interest in this meeting.

It is urged that those planning to attend write
early to Dr. W. J. Cox, 115 N. Evergreen,
Memphis, Tennessee, for a reservation; they
should indicate whether they prefer a room in
a hotel at their own charges or in a Baptist
home on the Harvard plan, bed and breakfast
free. The Y. M. C. A. and other comfortable
houses offer rooms at $1.00 and $1.50 per day.
Rooms in hotels range from $1.50 to $3.50 per
day. In applying for a room in a public house,
indicate what price you wish to pay.

The railroads are offering a rate of one and
one-half fare for the round trip; please apply
to the Chairman of your State Laymen's Com-
mittee for an identification certificate to present
to the agent at your station when you purchase
your round trip ticket,

Be on the lookout in the papers for announce-
ments concerning the Convention.

Men of rank from business and professional
circles are planning to attend and it will per-
haps be the most representative and sigaificant
meeting ever held among Southern Baptist meun.
Let us all be much in prayer that God’s blessing
may rest in abundant measure upon this Con-
vention and make it a great force in bringing
our present program to a successful issue,

WorTtHY oF NOTE

On my recent visit to Williamsburg, Ken-
tucky, Judge H. H. Tye, teacher of a Men’s
Bible Class, gave me the following interesting
facts: Of the fourteen lawyers in the town,
thirteen attend Sunday school regularly, eight
are ecither teachers or superintendents, and
cleven are Baptists, all of whom are in Sun-
day school each week.

Judge Jjohn . DBennett of Wayecross,
Georgia, is authority for this information: There
are seven lawyers in the membership of the
First Baptist Church of Waycross. One of
these is superintendent of the Sunday school,
one is teacher of the Baraca class, one is treas-
urer, four are deacons, and one is chairman of
the board of deacons.

Most of these take high rank in their pro-
fession, two being prominent judges, and in
each case one of these lawyers is spoken of as
a probable candidate for governor.

PieomoNT INSTITUTE

During my visit to Waycross, 1 had the
opportunity of attending an evangelistic service
conducted in the chapel of this institution. It
is one of the schools of the Mercer System,
has about one hundred fifty students, ninety ot
whom are boarders, and is located in a section
that is greatly in need of a trained leadership
among the churches.

Rev. E. M. Altman, who was conducting the
meeting, is a product of this school, and is a
very cffective preacher and pastor. [t is hard
to overestimate the value of one such life to
the Kingdom; the friends tell of other young
men and women, sent out from this school,
that are making a similar record of usefulness.
Brother Altman made fires to pay his expenses
while a student.

At the close of this meeting every boarding
student was a professed disciple of the Savior.

It was a joy to note the quiet and pervasive
influence of President Carlton among these boys
and girls. He strongly re-enforced the preacher
by his winsome appeals and fervent prayers.

Such schools provide a most wholesome en-
vironment for young people during that period
when they are deciding on their life program.
Most of our loyal and effective leaders come
from these dynamos of spiritual power. 1 con-
fess to a sense of sadness when one of them
is crowded out by a state institu’’~n.

Brotherhood Program

Select a layman to conduct the praise service;
he should request a capable brother in advance
to select the hymns and lead the song service.
Two laymen should also be given notice ahead
that they are expected to lead in prayer.

In the opening worship, it is proper that
special prayer should be offered for the enter-
prise under consideration at this meeting.

Following the praise service the business ses-
sion should be conducted with dispatch. The
reports of committees should be carefully pre-
pared and the committee on new members
should always be alert that it may be able to
report applicants for membership at each meet-
ing.
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The Relief and Annuity Board is suggested
as the topic for the January meeting. The
following sub-topics may be considered:

I. Explain the relief feature.

2. Explain the annuity feature. .

3. Speak of the origin, location, and achieve-
ments of this Board.

4, Are our gifts to this cause a charity or a

debt, and why?

A different layman should speak for about
five minutes on each of the above topics and
ll.xen opportunity be given for voluntary discus-
sion.

For information, consult the report of the
Board published in the last Annual of the
Southern Baptist Convention or write to Dr.
Wm. Lunsford, Baptist Relief and Annuity

Board, Dallas, Texas, for tract literature.

bX|

Missionary

X4 Secretary T. B. Ray

We welcome into our midst John Addison
Tumblin, Jr., who was born in Pernambuco,

Brazil, in the home of Rev. and Mrs. J. A.
Tumblin, October 4, 1923.

Rev. and Mrs. John Lake sailed from Seattle
on December 4 on the President Grant, on their
return to their field in Canton. They have had
a most enjoyable furlough and go back to their
work greatly refreshed.

Recent arrivals on furlough are:

Dr. and Mrs. George Green, Ogbomoso,
Africa. Home address, 2119 Park Ave., Rich-
mond, Va.

Miss MNannie David, Saki, Africa. Home ad-
dress, Box 446, Houston, Texas.

Rev. and Mrs. S. G. Pinnock, Al eokuta,
Africa. Home address, 610 Ontario St., Tor-
onto, Canada.

Rev. and Mrs. F. B. Pearson, Jerusalem, Pal-
estine. Home address, 1616 Huntersville Ave.,

Birmingham, Ala.

——

Rev. and Mrs. W. D. King, who have for
some years been in Canton, China, have re-
turned home on account of illness of their child,
and have presented their resignation. We hope
that the health of the child will soon be com-
pletely restored, and these good friends can re-
turn to their work in Canton.

We regret to announce the resignation of Miss
Olive Bagby of Soochow, China. Her return
home was necessitated by conditions in her fam-
ily which required her attention. We hope that
she, too, will find it possible before a great while
to return to Soochow, where she has done such
excellent work.

“It is sad to think of the financial strirgency
that faces the Board. Does that mean no new
missionaries will be sent out next year? 1 won-
der if Southern Baptists would go hungry one
meal to be able to give a little more. 1 wonder
if they ever give to the extent that it cramps
their style of living. Lots of Brazilians do. It
isn't nice to talk this way, because 1 don't see
the sacrifice, that many there make and 1 do
see the pitiful ones here. Maybe it is ecasier
to sacriice when all of life is just denying
one’s self—denying the stomach to clothe the
body and denying the the mind to Il the stomach,
and denying everything to provide the shelter.
So then they just make a general denial all
around and give to the cause. Guess the widow
was used to skipping meals, so for her to give
her mite and go hungry was easier than for one
of those fat Pharisees to go without his dinner.
All honor and deepest gratitude to those who
have made possible the pouring of men and
money into Brazil, whether they gave out of
their little or out of their abundance, but it is an

-—om

Miscellany

XS

awfully wrong time to slacken up. As Lincoln
said in times of stress, “This, too, will pass.”

“l am rejoiced to hear that the Board could
let us have 2 contos for our W.M.U. literature.
We want to print our W.M.U. Manual right af-
ter the first of the year. It is not a translation
but written new from the ground up. This
was necessary on account of the great differences
in progress of the work.”—Ruth M. Randall,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

———

*We have just finished the Kanamori mestings
in North Kyushu. We had the campaign in
five of the churches, giving four nights to each
place. At each place we had three nights given
to evangelistic services and the fourth night for
special services for those who had decided for
Christ during the meetings. We held the meet-
ings in the church buildings in all of the places
except lizuka, where we used the public hall
for evangelistic services and the church for the
special meeting for those who had decided for
Chnst.  In the five churches we had more than
eight hundred decisions. This means that these
five churches, with a membership of something
like 150, are supposed to lead and train those
800 who have just decided for Christ. The
church at Yawata, where there were more than
250 decisions for Christ, is without a pastor. We
have been long praying for a revival and God
has answered our prayers. but we are unable to
deal with the situation adequately on account of
the scarcity of workers. We need to pray as
never before that God will call forth laborers,
even from these new converts. Last aight { spoke
at Wakamatsu at a welcome meeting for these
new converts, and laid special cmphasis on the
need of workers, and tried to prenare the hearts
of these new converts te respond if God calls
them. '

“The Girls" School is moving on nicely. Re-
cently we baptized fourteen of the girls and one

of the teachers.”—J. H. Rowe, Kokura, Japan.

“As at present Lui Chau City is our most
important center, I spent two weeks there. We
had a formal public opening of our work on
October B. It was a great success. The dis-
trict magistrate and many of the public of-
ficials and prominent residents were either pres-
ent or represented at the service. Addresses
were delivered by the Chinese preacher and my-
self. At the close of the meeting an informal
reception with refreshments was held. Three ad-
dresses were made by the district judae, an army
officer and a prominent educator. The district
magistrate’s representative read a mo:t coraratu-
latory address. The present district magistrate
has called on me, and expressed h's thanks and
appreciation to the Americax Baptists for the
opening up of his city with ths ‘Gospel of
Jesus,’ and voluntarily expressed his wish to
help us in every way towards opening schools
and a hospital. He said that it is only the doc-
trine of the New Testament that can cause his
country to secure peace and progress. He is-

sued an official proclamation to be posted in the
chapel and has shown me several personal favors.
All and all, the outlook in Lui Chau City is
very promising. [ believe it only remains for
us to take advantage of the opportunities to have
a fine work there in the future. We must have
as soon as possible a suitable preaching place
with an adjacent reading room. The present
building is only a small store that has been
slightly remodeled and repaired. It is wholly
inadequate for our purposes.”—E. T. Snuggs,

Pakhoi, China.

“Since the middle of July I have been making
excursions out into the country around Shangha
trying to find the work that I was ‘called to
Shanghai to do. I have visited all the villages
and cities of any size within ten or fiftzen miles
of Shanghai and some places as far as thirty
or forty miles. Our own Baptist people have no
work whatever in this big country field and 1
had to get out and find these places as best |
could. 1 dont know when | have enjoyed
getting out in the country so much. 1 found
that the Presbyterians, Methodists and the Loa-
don Mission all have work scattered over this
field and that most of them have been working
for years. In spite of this fact, I have found
six villages of from two to five thousand in-
habitants where no Christian work of any kind
is being carried on among the people. Besides
this there are a great number of smaller places
where no work 1s being done, and at least two
larger places of from ten to twenty thousand
where there 1s only one small chapel with a Chi-
nese pastor to visit for an hour or two once a
week. You can imagine what a great time | am
having mixing and mingling with the people of
these places and preaching and distribuiting tracts
among them. I like it, but at the sam= time, 1
carry a heavy heart when I get to thinking about
how many of them will have to pass on before
we can give them anything like full knowledge
of the truths we love. | am trying not to think
of that side of it very much, but ! am trying
to be happy that the Lord has trusted into my
hands so great a field and trust him for guidance
in trying to bring the message of salvation to

them."—J. H. Ware, Shanghai, China.

“During this month we have received twenty
men into the Hiroshima group of Christians and
thirty-three at Kure. [ baptized the latter and
Pastor Arose baptized the former number into
the Hiroshima church. There were five women
baptized at Kure and twenty -eight men. Over
one hundred decisions here and over 200 at Kure,
so we hope for still other ingatherings before
the year closes.”—/. Franklin Ray, Hiroshima,

apan.

*“l have just baptized twenty-seven in one
hour, which is said to be Argentina’s record. It
was the result of no special human effort, but
came like the breezes from the hills. Next Sun-
day there are five or six more to be buried with
Christ in the same baptistry.

“Dr. Sowell has been with us for three days’
Bible institute in the Willingham Institute. It
was & timé of solid instruction for my people.

“Thought the news would warm you up."—

R. S. Hosford, Rosario, Argentina.

“Each day I rejoice more and more for the
privilege of representing my Lord and Master
and the great host of Southern Baptists in this
great needy land. Last Wednesday I went with
a lady of First Church to do some evangelistic
visiting into the homes of unbelievers, some of
whom had been to church and had expressed a
desire to know more concerning the plan of sal-
vation. We were on the field four and one-half
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hours and talked with fourteen unbelievers. This
was my first time to do this kind of work in
Brazil, as most of my time is given to school
work, but I don't think I ever enjoyed anything
as much as this afternoon of home visiting. My
heart just went out to those people, some of them
on the brink of the grave and not having had
the privilege of knowing Jesus as we know him.
Their hearts are so full of superstitions and
false instruction it is hard for them to know just
how to leave off the old and accept the new.
They all listeced readily and insisted that we
come back. [ intend to do quite a bit of work
like this from row on, because I don't believe
there is anything like the personal touch, and
it just opened my eyes to the great need. We
had prayer and distributed tracts and Gospels in
every home. In the homes where they had
Bibles they brought them to us to mark passages
that had been helpful to us. Can you think of
any better way to spend an aftrenoon-than like
this?"—AMiss Minnie Landrum, Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil,

“I know you will be glad to hear that the
school here ended successfully. The representa-
tive from the government declared himself per-

'~ i fectly satisied with the work we had done

and complimented us oz our good order. So
we have been accepted as a member of the pub-
lic schools. We had a good exhibition of sew-
ing, etc. My teacher took great pains and pride
in her wo:k and the results were highly satis-
factory. I have turned the horse stable of the
house into a new dormitory and thus shall have
more room for more girls next year.

“As I wrote you before I shall open a dormi-
tory for boys next year. I have my new teacher
employed and am getting everything ready to be-
gin school again in January.

“The Mexican Baptist General Convention
met with our church here and was quite an in-
teresting session. It would have done the Bap-
tists at home good to have been present when
the subject of Mexican missions among the
Indians came up. A few wanted to ask the
Foreign Mission Board to help them carry on the
work but the majority were outspoken in the
idea of carrying on the great work already begun
through the efforts of the Mexican Baptists
themselves. They sounded just like Mission-
ary Baptists the world over, and proceeded to
take up a collection for the cause of missions
among the Indians, and do not intend to ask for
foreign help.

“Ten of my girls had finished the Sunday-
school Normal Course during the year and we
presented the diplomas during the Convention.
God willing, they will get the first seal next
year."—Annie M. Long, Morelia, Mexico.

“I left home some days ago to visit our
churches and out-stations in this field. Have been
here in Chihuahua several days. Our school
in Chihuahua is well attended this year and good
work is being done. There are some fine girls
here who will go out in a few years well trained
for Christian service. The LeSueurs are well
liked by the people and no doubt the school will
grow in favor and usefulness.

“Our work is prosperous everywhere I have
been. There have been baptisms in all of our
churches the past few weeks. There are many
encouraging signs.”"—WW. F. Haichell, Chihua-
hua, Mexico.

“l have arrived this far on my return from
the Mexican National Baptist Convention and
Bible Institute which was held just after the
Convention in Morelia. We had a good Con-
vention. The spirit of co-operation and progress
was the finest I think we have ever had. The
seventy-eight churches sending in their reports
to the Convention reported nearly 1,000 addi-

tions during the year, 740 by baptism. These
churches raised for all purposes $52,998.68 Mex.
Quite a substantial advance over what they re-
ported a year ago. And in some respects this
has been a very hard year financially for many
of the churches.

“The work here in Zacatecas is very dificult.
Brother R. N. Godinez, who is in charge, is an
able and diligent worker. He has led quite a
number of people in this fanatical place to the
Saviour, but as soon as they declare themselves as
Christians the persecution becomes so bad that
they have to leave. Out of over forty baptisms
that he has had in the past two years only four or
five remain here. Some time ago they tried to
take his life at a place called San Pedro, a
small town near here. He went to the Governor
of the State and asked for protection under the
law. The Governor told him if he did not like
the kind of treatment he was getting, to leave, as
he did not care to give protection to a Protes-
tant.

“l leave tomorrow morning for Colotlan, a
place of some 15,000 or more, about one hundred
and twenty-five miles west of here. It is one
of the most interesting works out there that I
have known anywhere. For over eleven years
no one went out to visit the work in that field,
but last year when I visited it I found a live
church holding services in five differert places.
In the meantime the revolution had destroyed all
their property. Yet they had rallied, rebuilt
their homes and built church buildings in two
different places. This year by a small help
from the Board they have bought a fine prop-
erty in the town of Colotlan where they can have
a large hall for their services, home for pastor
and a room or two for a day school.

“From Colotlan I go on to Rio Grande, Du-
rango, Pedricena, Ledro, Gomez, Palzcio, Mata-
moros, San Pedro, Torreon and other places,
reaching home some time in December, at least
by the Christmas holidays. The work is multi-
plying every day. If I could be in two or thres
places at one and the same time perhaps I could
reach all the things that are calling on me."—
J. H. Benson, Zacatecas, Merico.

Receipts of Foreign Mission Board
from May 5th to December 1st

1922 1923
Alabama ........ $ 26,308.11 $ 25,530.79
Arkansas ........ 125.00 2,051.96
Dist. Columbia .... 1,17333 11,082.73
Florida ......... 7.283.63 7.882.91
Georgia ....cuv.. 42,983.42 42,753.40
Illinots  .......... 10000 ..........
Kentucky ........ 55,032.73 64,087.20
Louisiana ....... 6,270.06 6.874.67
Maryland ....... 15,860.00 13,360.00
Mississippi  ....... 30,237.31 34,615.55
Missouri  ........ 16,682.14 17,548.14
New Mexico ..... 3,100.00 2,522.00
North Carolina ... 43,899.28 33,693.66
Oklahoma .... 4,988.53 8,092.76
South Carolina .... 35,225.00 30,593.50
Tennessee ....... 12,974.50 44,005.00 -
Texas .oce...... 216.25 60.00
Virginia  .cocevnnn. ,80,816.17 82,887.05
Total ........... $383,275.48 $427,641.32
* ® %

Opening of Chengchow Religious
Life Center

Rev. Wilson Fielder, Chengchow, China

I know you would have enjoyed being with
us Monday night at the opening services of our
Religious Life Center, which is the name of our
new institutional church work. This work was
made possible by the gifts of our dear people

to the 75 Million Campaign. The property
was bought one year ago last August and work
was started at once, but renovating and equip-
ment were not completed for full opening till
last Monday night.

For this opening service we had put up a
large mat shed out in our playground. We
prepared for five hundred guests, and sent out
tickets to them accordingly. In the afterncon
just before the meeting we had word that these
friends wanted to bring others with them and
asked if they might. The result was we had
about fifteen hundred instead of five hundred.
What were we to do with them? Quick ac-
tion was necessary. The crowd had to be
handled, and had to be handled in a way so
as to be satisfactory. As the Chinese say, “No
can lose face,” s0 we set to work and met the
situation. We were favored by having one of
those cool, calm nights, just like big meeting
times which I used to see in the churches at home.

Well, we just spread out all over that great
big playground and had a great time. There
was such good attention that the speakers could
be heard to the farthest limits of that great con-
gregation. Many had to stand, but they stood
through the entire service, giving close attention
to ail that was said.

The service was opened with song and prayer
and Scripture reading. Our Chinese pastor
then gave an address on “The Value of Reli-
gion in our Daily Living.” Following the pas-
tor's address was a most earnest plea from
Mr. Woo, the director of the cotton mills in
Chengchow, and a wealthy man. The burden
of Mr. Woo's talk was that the people would
lay aside any prejudice and make an earnest
study of the Bible to see if the principles taught
in this Book would not make the Chinese a bet-
ter people. Then Mr. Chen, Secretary of the
Y. M. C. A. of Chengchow, gave us a very
interesting talk on “The Place of Institutional
Church Work in Chengchow.” Mr. Liv of
our own work put before the people the objects
and aims of the Religious Life Center, and
closed the service with a few object picture
lessons.

Thus we feel that a work has been ushered
into existence which is destined to play an im-
portant part in reaching and transforming the
lives of the people in this great city.

Now I hear you asking, “What do you mean
by your Religious Life Center?” and I am go-
ing to tell you what it means to us.

First, it means more work than we can at
present do in supervising and teaching, so we
are asking you to send out another young couple
to help us. It means a center for everything
that is good which will influence these people
to know more about a Saviour. In reality it
means a church at work every day in the week,
yes, and every night also, for our doors are
not closed till bedtime each night. It means
a clean place to play, fresh air and sunshine.
It means a warm room where on these cold
nights the poor as well as the better class will
have good books and magazines for clean read-
ing. It means indoor games as well as outdoor
sports for all classes, for men and women, boys
and girls. It means day schools, and night
classes for those who are busy in the day. It
means classes in music, both vocal and instru-
mental. We also have a day school for the
children of poor families, where everything is
furnished, even to books, if the child is punc-
tual during the term and makes a passing grade
at the close of the term. Our Bible class for
the wives of our young men is very promising.
In this class the women who want to do more
studying can enter other classes. Our banner
group is a class of girls, about ninety in num-
ber, who are from the homes of our business
people of the city. These students are doing
most satisfactory work. In all groups we are

reaching nearly two hundred daily.
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On the compound we have a preaching hall
which seats about three hundred. In this hall
we have preaching services twice a week. On
Sunday afternoons the B. Y. P. U. classes have
their meeting. So you see this is in reality a
center for the development of our people spir-
itually, mentally, and physically. All this work
is now being carried on in pootly built Chinese
houses with next to no equipment. But our
faith is in the Leader, and he will not let us
fail. Our hopes and dreams for the future of
this center will be given to you in another letter.
\We need your prayers, for our responsibility is
great; we need help, for our physical strength
is limited. If you cannot come, let your money
help some one else to come.

The Applied Faith of a Chinese Boy
Rev. H. H. McMillan, Soochow

Recently Mr. Li, one of our country pastors,
was in my office where we were talking together
of some of his joys and problems. Among other
things, he related the following story:

He has only one son, a boy eleven years of
age. Every week the father and son go to-
gether to one of the nearby villages where the
father preaches the gospel to the country people.
He takes the son along to lead in the singing,
as the father’s voice is not strong enough to
both sing and preach in the open air.

Young People’s Department %

T
l In charge of Mrs. Thomas M Pittman, Henderson, N. C.
b

Leader’s Note Book

A map of Mexico is easy to draw.
Have as large a one as possible made
and the cities in which we have mission
work especially marked. Items relating
to the work should be read by members
and a review conducted by the leader.
She may point to a city and ask for one
item connected with our work there.
Then each child may again read his bit
of information and ask another to tell
what place is referred to. This may be
done after choosing sides and see which
side has the most standing at the end of
the quiz.

Present Day Persecution

in Mexico

Iguala is one of our young churches
that has made a great advance this year.
The church has given liberally to the
pastor’s salary, paid a school teacher for
their children and bought a nice organ
during the year, besides giving to other
causes. A secret plan had been formed
to destroy our work in this place, but the
day it was to be done the leader was
killed in an automobile accident and the
church was saved.

In August a member of the Guaya-
meo church who was very active visited
a nearby town. After he had held a
service he was returning home and was
b.eaten and left for dead, but came to
life and lived for some time. The days
of martyrdom are not over yet.

The Roman Catholics have made two
public efforts to destroy our work at
Acambaro. One time they entered the
home of believers and beat some of them

so badly that one had to stay in the hos-
pital for a considerable time. The mob
was stopped before it got to the pastor’s
home. The second time they went di-
rectly to the pastor’s house and broke
the doors and windows in, broke up his
furniture, piled it up with his books and
burned them. The preacher escaped with
his family to the housetop and passed
over into another house and found safety.
A crippled man who was in the house
kept the mob at bay, threatening them
with his pistol until the family escaped.
—Minutes Southern Baptist Convention,

1923.

Recitation—

SHE Hata Done WHaT SHE Courp
“She hath done what she could,” said the Mas-

ter, “for me" —
How tender and sweet was the word!

“And the deed she hath done her memonal

shall be,
\Wherever my gospel is heard.”

Ab, ‘tis this that must try every deed that we do,
Ere Jesus pronounces it good;
Not the thing we have done, but the love it may
show,
And whether we've done what we could.

For the eye of the Master is on every one,
Not a sigh or a struggle is lost,
And it is not the much or the little that we
bring,
But—what has the offering cost?

Not the poor widow’s mite, not the gold of the
king,
Shall count of itself in the test;
*Twill not be the stamp of the coin that we bring,
But whether the gift is our best.
pX{ 3
l The Book of the New Year
The book of the New Year is opened,

Its pages are spotless and new,
And so each leaflet is turning—
Dear children, beware what you do!

& X4

The Story of Juan Gutierrez
Rev J. S. Cheavens

It was a rainy night in March. The pastor of
the little Baptist church at_ Allende said to me,
“It is so dark and threatening that 1 fear few
people will come to the service tonight.” I told
Brother Andres that I always made it a rule to
go to church in foul as well as fair weather and
that I would go with him.

The unpaved streets of the little Mexican
village were wet and muddy. On our way to
the church we met Juan Gutierrez.

Hardly had we reached the house and turned
on the lights when the rain came down in tor-
rents, as the Mexicans say *a cantaros” (by
jarsful).  Very naturally we began to talk
about religion. Juan Gutierrez was a Methodist
and we had enjoyed fellowship with him the
few days we had known him. Ia a very pleas-
ant, unassuming manner he told the following
story: _

“When | was about grown a man came here
selling Bibles and my father bought one. It
was a Catholic Bible but when the priest heard
about it he sent for father and wanted to see
the book: he said that it was one of the cursed
Protestant Bibles and ought to be burrt. Father
said he had paid out his money for the book and
he didn't intend to burn it, nevertheless he took
it to the priest. When the ‘padre’ saw it he
said, ‘Really it is the Catholic Bible. It con-
tains the sacred writings and is a holy bock. It
is so holy that a sinful man like you has no
business with it. Take it home and if you will
not burn it, bury it." So father took it home
and put it in a box and locked it. He buried it
as the priest had told him and there it stayed for
a long time.

*“One day the news spread through the town
that the Protestants had arrived and were going
to preach. Father told us to go ard see what
was said and done. We went and listened the
best we could. When we got home father said,
*What did the preacher say?” We told him
that it was all very nice, that the man claimed
to speak from the Word of God, the Bible.
Then father remembered the book buried in
the box. °I have a Bible, let’s see if the preacher
told the truth.” So the Bible was lifted out of
its grave. We read it and found that the
preacher had told it all just as it was written.

“The Bible never went back in the box. 1|
began to read it and I liked it. Socn after that
I went to Texas to work. One day as I was
going down the street I found a Bible. I picked
it up and saw that it was a Protestant Bible and
that some one had written a malediction across
the fly leaf. While I was looking at it a friend
came along. He said, *“What have you there?’
I said, ‘This is a Bible but it is a Protestant
Bible and it is a bad book. I have a Bible but
it is a Catholic Bible." My friend said, *“Why
don’t you make one Bible face the other and
see if they are alike.” So I began to read the
two together, first a chapter from the Catholic
Bible and then one from the Protestant Bible,
and | soon saw that they were NOT different
books although the words were not the same.
I kept on reading and became convinced that the
Protestant religion was the true religion. I saw
that there was nothing about saint worship in the
Bible, that all the fooleries of the church had no
foundation in the Word of God, but 1 was not
yet a Christian. I loved sin too well. 1 loved
to go to the dances (bailes) and I knew I ought
not to do that. Mother used to sit up all night
when I went to the dances and wait for me.
She knew that there was always a great deal of
drunkenness at the dances and she was afraid
some one would kill me.

*“The Methodists were preaching here then and
I went to the service. 1 remember one night
Bro. Sutherland preached. He gave an invita-
tion to any one who wished to confess to Christ.
I wanted to, but somehow I couldnt get up.
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I was nailed to my seat. I knew the truth but
I still loved sia. I was afraid I couldn’t quit
dancing. | went home and went to bed but not
to sleep. I kept tossing from side to side. My
conscience told me what [ ought to do. At last
about two o'clock in the morning I waked mother
and called my brothers and told them all that I
was going to unite with the Protestants, that they
had the true religion and my conscience enlight-
ened by the Word of God would not longer be
disobeyed.

“Soon after that I joined the Methodists, One
of my brothers disowned me. My family did
not approve but I have been happy in following
the Lord.”

The rain had ceased. We knelt down and
prayed one after the other. The Lord had
said, “‘Where two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am I in the midst of them,”
and we felt the marvel of his presence in that
sweet, informal worship.

B

A Sunday Service

A student from a theological school in Mex-
.ico went out to hold 2 service in a small town.
BMen were sent to arrest him, and they marched
him fifteen miles across a sandy plain under a
burning sun and threw him into prison. They
said h: was “holding religious service without
a permit.”” This was their excuse, but he had
the permit all the time in his pocket and as
soon as he was allowed to show it he was re-
lezsed. On the next Sunday the missionary
went with him and tells the following story:

“San Rafael is the little Indian town, built
entirely of sun-dried blocks of mud. Some-
times the inside of the house walls is plas-
tered smoothly and whitewashed. This was the
case with the little hut given up for a chapel.
This hut occupied one corner of a small yard,
or patio; opposite is another little hut, which
shelters a family of Indians; the remaining side
of the patio is shut ir by a wall as high as the
houses themselves. By the time we had reached
the town about thirty men from this and neigh-
boring villages had gathered inside the inclos-
ure. Each had brought whatever weapon he
possessed. One brought a small rifle, another
a double-barreled shotgun, a third an enormous
old-fashioned pistol. It reminded me of the
carly days in New England, when each sturdy
settler came to church with his gun upon his
shoulder. The hour of services arrived. Long
beams resting upon rude legs were placed along
two sides and one end of the hut. Upon these
the men were seated, forming three sides of a
hollow square, They were dressed in shirt and
trousers of course white cotton, held together at
the waist by a girdle of colored cloth. In the
space left in the middle of the room half a doz-
en women who had dared to come were seated
upon straw mats on the floor. In the fourth
end of the room was a rough board table, which
served as a pulpit, and a little organ to lead in
‘ the singing of the hymns. The chapter was

the tenth of Matthew, and the text, “He that
- taketh not his cross and followeth after me,

: is not worthy of me.” Never did the gospel
sound to me so simple, so practical, so applica-
ble as it did that morning when it was preache
for the first time in San Rafael.

“°And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul.” Not one but
knew that he rendered his life insecure by

‘ being there that morning, nor what moment a

b messenger of death might speed through the open
door from the rifle of some drink-crazed fa-
natic. ‘He that loveth father or mother more
than me, is not worthy of me." More than one
there had felt the bitterness of that experience,
had been forced to turn his back upon his home
for the sake of Christ. ‘He that taketh not
h?fs cross and followeth after me, is not worthy
of me.

;
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*“You must not think from this that we are
persecuted all the time. This was an unusual
experience. All the officials of the larger cit-
ies are professedly our friends and on the sur-
face the civil authorities protect our work.

“I will close now for this time, only adding
that we want you to come to see us. There is
one way open between our friends at home and
the Mexican work when all ‘others are closed
—the way of prayer. Let us pass that way
often.”"—Selected.

In Mexico

David and Rosa are a little Indian boy and
girl in Mexico who are now running about our
patio as happy as the day is long. This was
not so a few months ago. They have neither fa-
ther nor mother; they live with their Aunt Lola
and their old grandmother, “Lucita.” For many
years another aunt used to send fifteen dollars
each month from her home in Cuba; with this
and what Lola could earn with her needle the
little family was able to live without suffering,
but think what the cutting off of that remittance
would mean! Suddenly and without warning
it did cease. Since then neither money nor mes-
sage has come from the unhappy island. Whether
the aunt was one of the wretched reconcentra-
dos who fell a victim of the cruelty of Weyler's
order, or whether she perished at the hands of
the brutal Spanish soldiers, we may never know,
but whatever her fate, it meant the same suffer-
ing to David and Rosa. Work is hard to get
in this land where all are poor. Search as dili-
gently as she could, Lola could find but an oc-
casional day’s work. One by one her little
possessions found their way to the pawn shop,
until there was nothing left to pawn. Work
was harder now than ever to find, and the pay
for what she did find was shockingly little. The
most she ever received was thirty-seven cents
per day, and many and many a day she has
worked for twelve cents all day long.

The children by this time had only such
clothes as they had on, but by careful pianning
and by going without themselves Lola and the
grandmother had kept the children from lacking
food. They had had coffee, bread and beans—
monotonous fare, perhaps, when repeated twice
a day for months at a time, but the children
had never complained. Now she could no longer
give them coffee, and after a little she had no
money with which to buy beans, so the children
had only a piece of bread for breakfast and
another piece of bread for dinner. This was
the hardest of all for Lola; to be hungry her-
self was painful, but to make the children go
hungry wrung her heart. The little things had
not realized their poverty before, and now they
could not understand it. *“Why 1is it, Tia mia,”
said David, “that Maria and | have to go
hungry all the time? Isn’t Jesus taking care ot
us any more?"

It was at this time that the children began
praying about their shoes. Little Rosa’s were
quite worn out, and she was having to stay in
the house on account of them. She began to
pray that Jesus would send a new pair. Little
David overheard her, and immediately proceeded
to examine his own shoes. He found them be-
ginning to show signs of giving out, so that
night he, too, prayed for shoes. *“But,” his
aunt remonstrated, “you don'’t need shoes yet.”
“No, Tia mia, but I shall before very long, and
I want to give Jesus plenty of time.” All this
was a severe trial of Lola’s faith and she came
more than once to those who were doing their
best to help her to work and to get food, to have
the bitter situation explained.—that God was not
really angry with her; but not once did she lose
her confidence in him, and she says now, tri-

umphantly, that he was always true to his prom-
ise, that his children should not lack-bread, al-
though there were days at a time when they had
nothing but bread. These little ones are happy
now and safe from hunger, for their aunt 1s
matron of our school, but there are thousands of
other little Mexicanos and Mexicans who go
to bed hungry every night, who never know
what it is not to be hungry.—Selected.

The National Flower of Mexico

A long time before Columbus discovered
America the Aztecs, or ancient Mexicans, were
looking about for a place in which to build their
houses and settle down. They came from a
country far to the north of what is now Mexico.
A wise man had told the Aztecs that when they
came to a place where an eagle was perched
upon a rock in that place they must build their
city. As they drew near Lake Teycueo they
saw an eagle perched upon a branch of the
nopal cactus, which grew out of a crevice in a
rock. The eagle held a serpent in its beak.
Then they knew that this was the place where
they were to build their city.

This old story is the origin of the Mexican
coat of arms, which is an eagle perched upon
a cactus stem and holding a serpent in its beak.
This coat of arms is stamped upon the coin
of Mexico and is painted upon her flags. The
Mexican flag has three bars of equal width
across it—green, white and red. The central
one is white, and upon it is the old coat of
arms. The Mexicans have taken the nopal cac-
tus, a prickly pear, for the national flower. It
often grows several feet in height and is cov-
ered with sharp thorns of an orange color. Its
blossom is bright yellow and its fruit is smooth
and red and good to eat.

Notice:

This is an official announcement of the Y.W.A.,
camp at Ridgecrest, N. C., June 18 to 28. Room
and board will be $1.50 a day, $15 for the
entire time. We want college and local Y.W.A
girls there. Please begin now to talk, to urge,
to manage to get many girls from your state to
this first Y.W.A camp. We must do it glori-
ously well even this first time. A program will
be sent out presently and publicity literature and
poster suggestions, but to know that Mrs. James,
Miss Mallory, Miss Leachman, Miss White
and some one or two foreign missionaries will
be there makes talking points enough for just
now, | fancy, doesn’t it?

JULIETTE MATHER.

Those Answering November
Puzzles

Ky.—William B. Wright; Margaret B. San-
ders; Blanche Howlett; Mrs. Cornelia Grant:
Mrs. Marvin Stallings.

Miss—Mrs. M. R. Pegues; Mrs. Frank
Reynolds.

Mo.—Mrs. Queenie Halbert;
Schmitz.

S. C.—Marjorie Daniel; Mary Townes.
Va.—Lula B. Buntin.

Answers to puzzles should be sent to Mrs.

Thomas M. Pittman, Henderson, N. C.

Mrs. Adder
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Southern Baptist Relief Day
Sunday, January 13, 1924

Fostered by the Foreign Mission Board and the Sunday School Board

A HEAP OF BARE BONES OF 40.000 PEOPLE WHOSE LIVES WERE LOST IN THE JAPANESE EARTHQUAKE DISASTER.
THE DESTITUTION OF THE HOMELESS IS BEYOND DESCRIPTION.

‘A Special Program in All the Baptist Sunday Schools of the South

;‘But whoso hath the world’s goods, and beholdeth
his brother in need, and shutleth up his compession from
him, how doth the love of God abide in him?3”

Material for the observance of Relief Day in all our churches will be sent to the Sunday
school superintendent. Every consideration of love and compassion, both for Christ’s sake
and the sake of the naked and starving, urges us to make this a great day, on which will be
made a great and generous offering for the sufferers of the stricken portions of the earth.

Send for literature, or for additional material, to

COMMITTEE ON BAPTIST .RELIEF DAY,
161 8th Avenue, North, Nashville, Tenn.




An Automobile—And a Battery

N T et i e ot
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The 1924 automobiles are marvels of mechanical perfection. Well-balanced, |
graceful, beautiful, latently powerful, they charm the eye of the prospective buyer. kE

Of course nobody wants any more an auto without a self-starter. How power- . &8 b
Jess and useless is the finest of these machines without a battery! The battery is '1
out of all proportion inexpensive as compared with the machine as a whole, yet the 1

spark which it furnishes is the indispensable factor in putting life and power into
the complex mechanism.

Your Church Budget for the New Year

Churches which have most successfully solved their financial problems are
churches which have worked out a careful, proportionate budget for local and be-
nevolent expenses.

In the column for local expenses will be included the items of pastor’s salary,
janitor, fuel, lighting, building and repairs, evangelism, Sunday School, B.Y.P.U.,
W. M. U., Men’s Union, printing and advertising, music, office expense, local benev-
olences, contingent fund.

In the column for benevolence will be included worthy, proportionate amounts
for Foreign Missions, Home Missions, State Missions, Christian Education, Minis-
terial Relief, Hospitals, Orphanages.

.
T T

Weekly and monthly offerings, through specially devised envelopes, complete
the system.

Home and Foreign Fields—The Missionary Battery

This efficient and beautiful budget plan of church finance is splendid on pa-
per. But often it remains on paper—Ilifeless and powerless. What is needed to .
make it work? '

It needs the life-giving spark of information and inspiration. People will not
give when they are not informed and inspired. The powerful, inexpensive battery
which will keep the big machine going is HoME AND FOREIGN FIELDS.

PUT HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS IN YOUR BUDGET
It Will Pay for Itself a Hundredfold

$1.00 PEr YEAR
~ Baptist Sunday School Board
: Publishers |
161 EicHTH AVENUE, NORTH NASHVILLE, TENN.
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