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Church Buildings for Our Foreign
- Fields

)

No man among us is better qualified to plead the cause of
foreign missions than Dr. W. O. Carver, professor of mis-
sions in the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. For
twenty-five years he has had a share in the training of nearly
all the missionaries who have gone out under our Foreign
Board; he has written many books on missions; he has helped
to shape the policy of the Southern Baptist Convention at
many critical turning points. Recently he spent a year vis-
iting our mission fields, returning with a deepened and con-
tagious enthusiasm for the work and the workers. No man
could be more intelligent and earnest in his concern for for-
eign missions than he. Upon his heart weighs the burden
of every missionary on our foreign fields, and he feels with
peculiar poignancy the distress which these faithful workers
are suffering because of the Foreign Board’s heavy debt and
the necessity for drastic retrenchments.

Out of this concern and distress has been born an idea so
practical, so evident of the Lord, that we seek to the limit of
our power of emphasis to make it known to the brotherhood
and to commend it for widespread adoption. Its acceptance
by the churches would save us from any break in the Co-
operative Program, and at the same time would save many a
situation on the foreign fields from the disaster which seems
inevitable as matters now stand.

Briefly, Dr. Carver calls attention to the unprecedented
building movement now in progress among Southern Baptists.
The new era in church and Sunday school development has
made imperative new and remodeled buildings everywhere.
With characteristic American energy and pride, we have gone
in for this building program on a big scale, and literally mil-
lions of dollars are being invested in modern plants and worthy
pastors’ homes. To this no objection is raised, for nothing in
the homeland is more needed than adequate facilities for the
work of the churches and the efficiency and comfort of the
pastors. But how can we reconcile our consciences to all this
expenditure on ourselves while our missionaries are trying to
plant the gospel in the midst of heathenism and Catholicism
with little other equipment than rented halls, cheaply built
one-room missions, meagerly furnished school houses, combina-
tion missionary-homes-and-churches, tents, the open air? True,
we have some excellent church buildings; but everywhere new

fields are opening and new calls are inviting, and to enter
these fields and meet these new calls some equipment is abso-
lutely necessary. The word from the Board, however, is that
not one dollar can be allowed for such advances, or the for-
warding of any such enterprises in the older fields, until the
receipts increase and the present debt is reduced. '

Realizing all this, and the necessity for keeping step in the
Co-operative Program, Dr. Carver suggests a way out. Let
him tell it in his own words:

*It came to me two and one-half years ago. 1 was in Bucharest. It was
winter, with a heavy, wet snow. We spent two days in basement rooms
with the Baptist Executive Committee of Roumania. They were trying to
make their small resources meet the demands of their very prosperous work,
for which we were aiding them in a sum less than $20,000 for the year.
They hoped and pleaded that we help more extensively to enable them to
get a building that would house both the homeless church and the home-
less theological school. Dr. Gill told them of the straits of the Board and
of the impossibility of more funds. The chairman was reader of several
of our American Baptist papers. He reminded us that he had read of a
subscription, on one recent Sunday, of $400,000 for a church building at
Winston-Salem, N. C. He said: ‘If we could only have one hundredth
part of that sum we could, with what we can give, build enough to take
care of our church and school for ten years.’

*“When we finally turned away, the dim light of the moon shone upon
his tired face with its eyes ringed with black, as he asked in a voice of
desperation I can never forget, ‘\What am I to do?* For nearly all his
needs he is stll waiting for the answer.

*“With his question a suggestion came to me. Increasingly 1 have be-
come convinced of its practicability. [ feel that the Lord would have
me present it. Here it is:

“Lel every church thal undertakes a building program include in it
a foreign mission building to cost one-lenth the sum fo be raised. The
Board will be able to assign to any church adopting this plan a definite
building just suited to the sum thus provided. It may be a chapel, a
church, a missionary home, a hecspital, a school building, or a unit of
some building. In the case of church buildings, the sum sent from the
churches in America will only supplement the funds sacrificially raised
by the missionary church. This plan will so sanctify the entire building
program, so enlarge the horizon and broaden the sympathies of the con-
gregation as to make easier the raising of the funds. A permanent bond
of fellowship and love will be established between the home congregation
and the foreign saints.

“l have in mind two congregations just now planning buildings to cost
half a million or more. Let each of these include fifty thousand dol-
lars for a building on some foreign field. To be quite specific | may
say that these sums might be assigned to the First Church in Rio and
to the Cantonese Church in Shanghai. Thus each of these great foreign
churches weuld be enabled to complete a plant costing $150,000. Such
plants would be in cities of a million and a quarter, five to len times the
size of the cities in which the half million buildings are to be erected at
home. Such buildings in Rio and Shanghai would be relatively modest
and yet would commend our cause to all who are intelligently interested
and would represent the most costly undertaking in house building for
our missionary work, :

“On less expensive scale a place would be ready for every building
fund. There are many places where one thousand dollars would just
met a critical need and hearten a struggling group; and few of our home
churches will be thinking of less than ten thousand for themselves.

_“If this suggestion is taken seriously it will solve the problem of.ff:ar-
eign Mission equipment and will be a blessing to all concerned in it

One further word: Every pastor of experience knows how
difficult it is to carry out a building program without friction
of some kind developing. So common is this that it has be-
come a common saying that the pastor who builds a church
must soon move. [he reason is that the people—and some-
times the pastor—become so absorbed in things, in money and
brick and furnishings and the like, that they lose sight of the
spiritual purposes behind their building. Would not such a
plan as Dr. Carver suggests obviate much of this, and restore
the spiritual note and purpose? We believe that it woul.d.
and that it would glorify and sanctify the building enterprise
as nothing else could do.

May the Holy Spirit who has revealed the suggestion carry
it with the power of conviction to the hearts of those who are
responsible for the building enterprises of Southern Baptist
churches.
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The Challenge of the City

Numerically, the South remains dominantly rural. Of
the 36,824,826 persons in-the South, Dr. Alldredge, our
statistician, dcelares that 24,003,253 live in the open coun-
try and in hamlets of less than 1,000 inhabitants, while only
12,821,573 live in villages of more than 1,000 and in towns
and cities. This indicates a rural population of 65.2 per cent
as over against an urban population of 34.8 per cent.

The question might arise, Are the cities and towns only
one-third as important as the country? On some counts per-
haps their relative value is even less; but on other scores the
centers of population take far higher rank than the country.
It is worth while to consider this challenge of the city, and
the missionary task that it presents to Southern Baptists.

The town and city present more serious religious destitution
than the country. We are accustomed to thinking of the
country as being religiously destitute, and of the towns, with
their multiplied churches, as having decided advantage in this
respect. A study of the figures shows this to be an erroneous
conception. In Maryland, for example, as Dr. Alldredge
points out, there iIs one Baptist to every 35.3 persons; while
in the urban centers of the state there is but one white Bap-
tist to every 54.1 white persons. Again, in Louisiana, taking
the state as a whole, there is one Baptist to every 7.9 persons;
whereas in the great urban sections of the state there is but
one white Baptist to every 16.1 persons. Thus it goes in all
the states—the country shows from one-third to one-half more
Baptists in proportion to population than the city. With minor
differences this ratio holds good for Methodists and Presby-
terians, being much more pronounced in the case of the latter.

The reasons why this should be so are apparent. The for-
eigner population of the cities is very much greater than that
of the country; and practically every foreigner tvho comes to
our shores is pagan or Catholic. That they remain such is
little wonder, in view of the feeble efforts that are put forth
to win them to a vital Christianity. Again, multitudes of
those who come from the country to the city never connect
themselves with a church, and both their membership and their
influence in winning others are lost. Furthermore, the city with
its attractions and distractions does not offer a naturally fa-
vorable soil for the growth of the spiritual life. To be a con-
sistent and useful Christian in a city requires consecration and
devotion of which many do not feel themselves capable, with
the result that they soon become drifters and backsliders.
Children in such homes inevitably grow up irreligious and
worldly, and are won to Christ and the church with the great-
est difficulty.

Not only do the towns and cities outweigh the country in
destitution and need, but also in influence. The city does not
get its style, of dress or of thought, from the country. The
country is shaped, for weal or woe, by the city. The fact
.that a community has less than a thousand inhabitants does not
brand it as “the country.” In all essential respects it may be
thoroughly urban—and if it is not now, the chances are that it
soon will be! The automobile, the newspaper, the telephone,
the radio, the mail carrier, combine to bring the city to the
country, and to make city life dominate country life. The
dress, morals, language, taste, thought, of the city are quickly
reflected in the larger town and only a little more slowly in
the village and open country. It is vain to hope that we can
keep the country “‘unspotted from the world” while allowing
the towns and cities to become hotbeds of immorality and
seed plots of worldliness. To save the country we must save
the towns, and to save the towns we must save the cities.

The towns and cities are of strategic importance because
of the possibilities for good which inhere in them. Because
there are multitudes of people crowded together it is easier
to reach them, and to sustain the efforts for evangelization and

enlistment. In the country the people are scattered and often
it 1s difficult to get them together with regularity and in large
numbers. In the city they live within easy access of the
churches, and can be reached with a minimum of effort. City
people are accustomed to organization and leadership, and
more readily fall in with plans for co-operation. City people,
as a rule, handle more money than country people, and be-
cause they receive their money, as wage and salary earners,
with regularity, they can more easily be led to become sys-
tematic givers. The average gift per capita of city Bap-
tists for 1923 for local expenses was $14.54; the per capita
gift of country Baptists $3.87. The average per capita con-
tribution of urban churches to the 75 Million Campaign,
$4.96; of country churches, $1.29. In other words, town
and city churches, with one-third the membership, gave more
than three times the amount given by country churches. If
country Baptists had given in the same proportion as town and
city Baptists, the total gifts would have easily gone to ninety
millions rather than fifty-seven millions. And surely no one
would, claim that $4.96 per year for all causes is extravagant
giving on anybody’s part! The fact that the country takes
its lead in nearly everything else from the city, and that the
city sets this example of larger and more systematic giving.
makes it all the more important that the towns and cities,
with their majorities of unreached people, be won to Christ
and to New Testament church ideals.

The matter of giving is but one of the indications of the
latent possibilities of the cities. If our cities were laid hold
on for Christ, if their business and professional and working
men and women were won to genuine New Testament Chris-
tianity, both in creed and in practice; if the spirit of Christ,
expressed through strong and well organized churches, domi-
nated the life of these great centers—the tide of materialism
and agnosticism sweeping the United States could be checked,
and the day saved for the faith of our fathers. Failing this,
we may reasonably expect the country gradually but surely to
take on the moral and intellectual color of the towns and
cities, and at least another generation will be required to win
back what we shall have lost.

The salvation of the cities is distinctly a common, co-opera-
tive task. It is too much to expect the Baptist forces in any
given city, or even in the state, to cope with the problems and
tasks and meet the opportunities with which the urban situa-
tions confront us. If there were no other fields than that of
the evangelization and Christanization of our cities, the Home
Mission Board would have a staggering enterprise. Let us
unite forces and resources in this mighty undertaking while
there is yet time and opportunity, and set ourselves to the busi-
ness of winning our Southern towns and cities to Christ!

E . R

A Constructive Missionary Program

Merchants do not display straw hats in their show win-
dows in January, nor do they ordinarily advertise overcoats in
July. In nature, in business, and in church life, there are times
and seasons which must be observed if the largest results are
to be achieved.

“Make your chart before you start’ is the slogan of a suc-
cessful business executive. One reason churches accomplish
so little is that they have no clear-cut and definite objectives.
Whoever aims at nothing is pretty likely to hit his mark. Of
course, there must be left room for the guidance of God's Spirit
in all church plans, but is there any reason why the Spirit of
God cannot operate as well in the thoughtful making of con-
structive plans well in advance as on the spur of the moment?
It is an indefensible fallacy that God can better guide in hap-
hazard, extemporaneous planning than he can in planning that
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is undertaken with deliberation and reflection. God is a Ged
of system and of order, and we imitate him when we exercise
foresight and judgment, in things spiritual as well as physical.

September is an excellent month for planning the activities
of the church year. No two plans can be made exactly alike,
to be sure, for there are no two situations precisely alike; but
within reasonable limits every pastor and church can outline
the essential activities in which they propose to engage, and
indicate the seasons when each phase of the church’s calendar
will be given emphasis.

The pastor who sincerely desires to create and maintain a
missionary, co-operative spirit in his church can do so with
no great difficulty by prayerful, careful planning, and intelli-
gent enthusiasm in carrying out the plans. The following
suggestions have come out of actual experience and observation,
and may prove helpful:

First of all, there should be a carefully planned series of
sermons, spread over the entire year. The first Sunday in
each month, or some other suitable day, should be selected,
and twelve missionary sermons determined upon. On the
first Sunday in October the subject might well be *‘Steward-
ship and Tithing”; in November, ‘““The Bible's Missionary
Message’'; in December, **Our Orphans™; in January, “The
Baptist Co-operative Program’; in' February, *“Home Mis-
sions’"; in March, Foreign Missions™; in April, “Veterans of
the Cross™; in May, ‘“‘Christian Education’; in June, ““The
Southern Baptist Convention”’; in July, “The Ministry of
Healing”; in August, “Evangelism and Enlistment”; In
September, ““‘State Missions.”” Giving to these subjects at-
tractive titles the preacher, with settled mind as to what he
should preach about at these twelve morning services, could
be gathering material and storing his heart and mind with
facts and illustrations which would make these sermons glow
with interest and pulsate with life. Lacking such a plan, he
is liable to let the vear slip by with only occasional statements
about these great interests, and an ‘ineffective money appeal
at the close of the Convention year.

Next in importance to preaching on missions and the Bap-
tist program is teaching on this subject. It is the exceptional
teacher who can bring effectively missionary information and
instruction, other than that incident to the lesson, in the brief
half-hour period of the average Sunday-school class. Indeed,
the effort to bring supplemental lesson material of this type
inclines to distract attention, and to make both lesson and
missionary talk a failure. A far better plan is to devote the
closing exercises of the Sunday school to a constructive pre-
sentation of the great causes of the Baptist Program at least
once each month. Many pastors arrange with teachers and
superintendent to have a class or department present a fifteen-
minute program on a subject related to the sermon as suggested
above; then with the entire school present, and no break be-
tween the program and the sermon, the pastor brings his mes-
sage. Little difficulty is experienced in having the entire
school present on this special occasion each month, and it
often becomes a source of great spiritual joy and power in

the chur.ch. paving the way for a closer relation between the
two services.

The reason why many Christians do not come to prayer
meeting is that they have very little about which they are vitally
concerned to pray over. The best prayer meetings in the land
are those where the people come to pray, not to sing, nor to
study, nor to be entertained. One prayer service, at’least,
should be devoted each month to missions and related sub-
jects. How such meetings can be made to throb with spirit-
ual power when the church gets Home Missions, Foreign Mis-
sions, State Missions, the orphanages, the hospitals, Christian
Education, aged ministers, our boards, our secretaries, our
missionaries, our native workers, on their hearts with pas-
sionate earnestness and concern! And it is remarkably easy
for them to develop this interest and devotion when they are

informed and made intelligent concerning these interests and
causes. Any pastor can completely transform his prayer
meeting within a year’s time by the use of material in Homg
AND FoRrelGN FIELDs and the State papers bearing on the
great causes represented in the Co-operative Program.

Two of the greatest of our agencies for the promotion of
missionary interest and information are the W.M.U. and the
B.Y.P.U. Those who are enlisted in these Unions are
usually the leaders in the missionary work and giving of the
church. A comprehensive survey of the membership should
be made in September, to discover what young people are
eligible for the B.Y.P.U., and what boys and girls and women
should be enlisted in the W.M.U. and its organizations. A
strong, sustained campaign should then be put on to enroll the
last one of these prospects in the place where he or she belongs.
No efforts the pastor and people will ever put forth in behalf
of missions will yield larger fruitage than that of developing
into strength and power the W.M.U. and B.Y.P.U. organiza-

tions.

In addition to these plans, every church, or group of nearby
churches, should plan to hold each year a missionary institute.
A week should be set aside for this purpose, possibly in Octo-
ber, and a strong program of inspiration and study provided.
Several classes should be organized, in charge of the most ca-
pable teachers available.  Suitable missionary text-books
should be secured and placed in the hands of those con-
stituting the various classes. The first hour should be de-
voted to study and discussion in classes; following a light
luncheon an address on missions by an attractive speaker, or
a stereopticon lecture, might be given; then another hour of
study and discussion. In all of this there need be no collec-
tion or effort at securing subscriptions, this feature being re-
served for a later time when the every-member canvass is made.
The experience of those who have tried it, however, is that
greatly enlarged giving always results because of the knowl-
edge gained and interest aroused.

How simple and practical are these suggestions! How
easily carried out, with modifications and revisions, by almost
any church and pastor! Will you not think through and
pray through this matter of a constructive missionary program

for your church, and use your utmost endeavor to see that
it is adopted?

L S

A recent survey reveals that the average salary of Southern
Baptist rural pastors is $765.31, and of urban pastors $1,-
965.95. It is estimated, on reliable authority, that the pas-
tor’s “‘overhead” expenses of books, periodicals, telephone,
stationery, postage, traveling expenses, etc., will easily total
one-fourth of his salary. When this is deducted from the
amount actually paid it is clear that our pastors both in town
and country are tragically underpaid. A good way to *‘raise
the pastor’s salary” would be to provide in the church budget
a sufficient amount to take care of these necessary expenses.
What business man would be expected, out of his personal
salary, to provide the “‘overhead’ for running the office of the
firm for which he works? It is neither just nor honest to put
such a burden on the pastor. Here is a call to some fair-
minded layman when the new budget is being made up!

% X

And I believe—believe? Oh, I am sure of it, sure of it
—that there is one higher than the highest, and greater than
the greatest, and wiser than the wisest, and better than the
best, who is-working out this world’s destiny. And I—I do

the little I can do, and leave the rest to God.—Lyman
Abbott.
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Margins
Rev. Geo. A. Bowdler, Buenos Aires

Back in some college text-book I remember reading a
chapter on the subject of “Margins.”” I do not recollect
all it said about them, but I have at least retained a great re-
spect for them ever since. If I remember rightly, the term
used was ‘‘marginal differences.” They seem to exist in
every sphere of life’s activities. I have thought of them
malagy times in connection with our problems on the foreign
field.

Perhaps the best illustration I can give of a marginal dif-
ference is one which comes to mind in connection with a
little story told long ago. The question up was which of
two horses had won a certain race. The race was so close
that it was difficult to decide. In the final analysis, it was
found that one horse had a pimple on his nose. The
judges decided that this horse had won by a pimple—not
much, to be sure, but enough to establish the winner.

So a little difference many times makes all the difference.
It has often been brought home to us as we labor in the for-
eign field that just a little more help on a given project
would have put it through in fine style. We needed an ex-
tra worker, an extra thousand pesos, or an extra something
else. It seemed that the *‘powers that be’ had almost ma-
liciously planned to give us all we wanted, except just
enough to finish and our scheme consequently only half suc-
ceeded. I am not alone in this impression; others have told
me the same thing. And I am wondering whether this
calamitous debt of a million and a quarter which is throt-
tling the life out of many an enterprise on the foreign field
is not just another “‘marginal difference.” 1 haven't the
figures at hand, but I would suppose that this debt, enormous
as it is, Is small in comparison with the total volume of ex-
penditures incurred in the whole sweep of the Foreign Mis-
sion Board’s activity during the time the debt has been ac-
cumulating. But this difference is enough to bring on
sleepless nights, to shatter the lives and hopes of Board
worll;ers and missionaries and to choke to death many a good
work.

In the face of this marginal difference, which if not
checked, may lead we know not where, we are called upon
to draw in our lines. In order to balance the deficit, we are
asked very kindly and very sorrowfully to clip off all those
margins of advance, which, although not large in themselves,
are nevertheless the vital expression of progress and victory.
This church building cannot be finished; that new preaching
center cannot be opened; this missionary must mark time; and
that school must operate only along very limited lines, while
that other over there cannot even start. We are told that
an effort will be made to carry the expenses of present work.
The trouble is that there is exactly no such thing in Chris-
tian enterprise. We all know the trite saying that we can-
not stand still; that we must either go forward or fall back.
And so it is. What is being clipped off is nothing less than
the advance margins—the very things which prove that we
have a right to exist, that we are a pulsating, expanding
organism.

In my mind’s eye, as I glance over the Argentine field,
not to mention others perhaps more needy still, I can see many
places where the lines will sadly shrink back. Let me men-
tion only two—one from each side of the country. Over
there in Mendoza, near the Andes, is the promise of one
of the finest church buildings in the Republic. But there
15 a *‘margin” lacking. The unfinished temple, so I am
told, looks dismal. In the same territory, there is a brave
missionary who is wearing himself completely out trying to
make up the “difference’” which an extra missionary and

an extra native helper could supply. Is that sound busi-
ness? On this side of the country, in Buenos Aires, the
first church organized with Southern Baptist help has been
struggling for nearly a quarter of a century, and is just on
the eve of securing a church home, but the money granted
to secure the land and start the building may yet be with-
drawn to help make up the million and a quarter debt. 1
do not know what that church will do.

If I may be permitted to add our own case here in the
Buenos Aires School, I can speak from actual experience.
During the six years the school has been in existence, we
have counted on getting a real school building. A splendid
site. was secured. So far, so good. But so long as the
school has to put up with improvised quarters in an old
family residence, that long the school will be very limited
in its growth and influence. \We have a continental chal-
lenge to meet, and, in comparison, only a village villa to
meet it with. And what is more serious is the lack of mis-
sionary help. There should be two or three missionary
families at this task. Most of the time there has been only
one, with the result that the pressure of daily duties in class-
room, dormitory, office, and it would seem a dozen other
places, has forced many important phases of the work to go
neglected. There is now no one ready to step into the
directorship in case of sickness or furlough. The Board is
fully aware of this. And yet Dr. Ray has written us the
only thing he could write: ‘“We closed our books with a
debt of $1,250,000—and since this is the case, everybody
knows that we cannot contemplate burdening the current
fund with additional new missionaries. It is going to be a
very trying year on everybody.”

It doesn’t seem at all fair that the winning horse should
have won by a pimple. No. And does it strike you as
fair that many great things will be lost because of missing
margins in the foreign missionary budget? After all, a mar-
gin is a wonderful and terrible commodity. A little of the
right thing, in the right place, at the right time makes all the
difference in the world. A pimple on a winning horse may
be worth more than the whole bulk of horseflesh on the
losing animal. It is the margin which the brokers haggle
over in the wheat pit, or any other pit for that matter. In
a day a margin may lift a man up on to the pinnacle of
prosperity, or dash him down to the brink of financial ruin.

This seems to be just as true about the kingdom’s inter-
ests as it does about our physical and economic affairs. There
is something inexorable about God’s laws. I suppose the
mere margin Is so important because it Is really a measure
of quality rather than of quantity. It is evidently a question
of character, of soul qualities, which is met in the margin.
Just as President Garfield won out in college competition by
staying with his studies every night fifteen minutes longer
than did his classmate whose light went out at a certain hour
in a room across the street, so we shall lose or win great is-
sues according to the quality of our foreign mission consecra-
tion. “‘Good enough” will not pass in the kingdom of God.
Our Lord gave terrible emphasis to his First Law: *“Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the great and first com-
mandment.”” It was nothing less than ‘“Freely ye have re-
ceived, freely give.” Poor Ananias, and his wife also, fell
down because they *kept back part of the price.” It seems
hardly fair; but so it is. The *“good,” so it happens, can
become the enemy of the *‘best.”” The truth is that in this
margin, this margin over which our hearts are aching and
because of which some things and some souls are going to
hold or snap, is contained the essence of soul qualities—love,
faith, patience, persistence—the things which make all the

difference with God.

While we out here pledge ourselves to come up with mar-
gins of economy, concentration and consecration, will you at
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home cover our efforts with margins of prayer and margins
of money?

If so, we can say right now that the Foreign Mission debt,
and every other debt, will swiftly and silently melt away like
the night’s frost before the morning sun. Our sorrows, sighs,
and sobs will be turned into songs of victory which will re-
sound across the seas.

¥ ¥F X

Catholicism’s Drift to Paganism
Rev. Piero Chiminelli, Rome, Ialy.

Dr. Chiminelli is one of the most brilliant and trustworthy Italian
Baptist ministers—an author and scholar of wide reputation, and a
preacher of eloguence and power. His survey of the situation in Italian
Catholic circles is worthy of thoughtful reading, and reminds us of our
opportunity and duty among his people to whom we owe so much.—Editor.

\

Roman Catholicism is little by little, by a progressive and
unnoticed descent, getting nearer and nearer to paganism, and
that for having willingly detached itself from the teachings of
the gospel.

Christian faith as it is given in the gospel is *‘a firm and sure
anchor of the soul.” Well, such a clear and definite faith
cannot be associated with any other human argument with
which one pretends to complete it or to define it, be it called
traditionalism, ecclesiastic discipline, papal infallibility or
church teaching. Every time that the Catholic Church has
tried to add to the gospel some other element with the pretext
of integration of the Christian truth and of its practical applica-
tion, it has succeeded only in altering this truth. At the Coun-
cil of Trento, the Bible was put beside the Summa of St.
Thomas of Aquina. The reform which issued from that
Council was not one born of the Spirit, but the Catholicism of
the present day. rigid and mechanical, is the Catholicism of
St. Ignatius and of St. Alphonso, and is in absolute contrast
with the conscience and with the religious experience of the
world of to-day.

But the worst ill reserved to the Catholic Church for having
left aside the gospel—especially to the Catholic Church of the
Mediterranean nations, where the evangelical reform with its
substantial return to the Spirit of Jesus has not left a mark—
is its progressive and every day more fatal and rapid turn
in the direction of paganism. To-day, having become bold
through her worldly triumphs, the Catholic world sees less than
ever the decisive contrast between Ellade and Galilee, and, one
could say, between the Oronte and the Jordan, the cross-road
to which it has arrived.

The so-called “religious conscience’” of modern Italy is an
expression equivalent of this problem, but with a tendency to
be resolved in a pagan sense. In the same way what in cer-
tain papers of to-day is called *“‘the moral value of the Roman
Catholic Church™ or “the comprehension of the importance
of the same church,” with the declared aim of giving Italy its
“real place of a central and vital nation of the Roman Catho-
lic World” and of arriving at the hybridism of a *‘complete
union between Church and State’’—all this brings us to a
unique, identical thesis which we do not fear to define as
paganism of Latin Christianity. To-day again is renewed the
temptation of Jesus in the desert when Satan, as the gospel tells
us, offered him “all the kingdoms of the world and their
glory,” on the condition that Jesus would worship him. In
this case the one who is tempting is he who is asking that the
church become, in the actual world, an historical incarnation of
paganism, ‘‘counting in the spirit of the world the universal
power of the Roman Empire.”

One must really be ignorant of the rudimental elements of
the gospel not to understand that Jesus has constantly rebelled

against all idea of an earthly kingdom. And he rebelled in
the presence of everybody—in the presence of the Zebedee and
of the crowds which in a solitary place would have liked to
crown him king, and before the Roman governor, Pilatus, who,
influenced by somebody, had, for an instant, admitted the
theory that Jesus wanted to be considered as a king.

To-day the process of Christian involution into a victorious
paganism is on the point of reaching the maximum of its pos-
sibility. It is not a matter of a paganism partly artificial, as in
our fifteenth century Renaissance, but a far more serious ques-
tion, the question of a complete absorption of pagan elements
in the Catholic idea, and, by a consequence, of a diametrical
opposition between this and the primitive Christian idea. To-
day it is really the case of speaking of a return to the pagan-
ism of the fourth century which has succeeded in binding her
in the bands of deadly Greek rationalism, generator of the
dogmas of Byzantium. This new religion, a mixture of Chris-
tian definitions and of pagan reality, one concludes, is what
it was in the days of ancient Latin paganism, viz.: the cult

of the Goddess Rome.

It 1s certain that very little of the evangelical essence is in
the Catholicism of to-day. It is difficult to conciliate the
ecclesiastical hierarchy and the Vatican oligarchy with the
Spirit of that Jesus who gave the first place to universal service.
It is difficult to conciliate the so-called infallible theocracy with
due regard taught in the gospel for the autonomy of the in-
dividual. It is difficult to conciliate Christian prophecy with
the functional priesthood, of pagan origin. It is difficult to
conciliate the great, the very great Christian reality as it is
traced by the gospel, with the incoherent and insincere life of
a church never tired of eccentricities, of political dominion, of
earthly riches, of theological intolerances and of desired alliance
with the powerful of the earth, even when their militarism and
their imperialism can be called anti-Christian.

One must add to all this another not less serious nor less
diffused antinomy between Christian spirituality and Catho-
lic worship, a cult redundant with external, pompous forms
and magic symbolism.  Moreover, we say nothing of the ever-
ncreasing tendency of Roman Catholicism, especially since
the counter-reform, of substituting, with a number of inter-
mediaries, real pagan demi-gods, Christ himself, who in the
economy of grace and in the plan of redemption, is the only
Saviour of the world. This worship for human personalities,
raised in the Catholic Church to a real honor of pagan apotheo-
sis, is overshadowing, we could say, until it takes away from
the well-intentioned soul even the vision of the Divine Sun.
A Roman Catholic, nowadays, sees with difficulty in the
Christian sky Jesus at the right hand of his Father. That
vision of a pure Christianity is to-day substituted in the Catho-
lic Church by historical, ascetic and ecclesiastical personalities,
which answered the call of the church of their time. All this
has the tendency to quench, in a thousand human bonds, the
thirst of the divine which only Jesus in the Christian concep-
tion can quench. Worse than that, even his work of salva-
tion is contested. The saints of the Vatican are very often
considered as monopolizers of divine powers, as redeemers, or
if one wishes, as co-redeemers of humanity. A concrete ex-
ample of that is offered by the life of the new Holy Theresa of
the Child Jesus, who was canonized in these days. To the
Catholics of these days it is pleasant to look at this delicate little
nun as to a perfect modern substitute of the Christ Redemplor
omnium.

The prayer of the dying nun pleases them; the prayer which
the poet Manni gave us in verses:

*“Give me o bleed
Ignored holocaust
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I for the sins of others . . .

O give me soon, with the last kiss

the true, old promise, and may death
come lo me, oh, good one, and lo
everyone your forgiveness.”

They liked, for its romance and sentiment, the last illusory
promise of this Sister Theresa to become forever in heaven the
mediator of humanity: *‘I want o spend my time in Paradise
in doing good on earth. After my death I shall send down
from heaven a rain of roses!” All this can be human, Catho-
lic if one wishes it, but it is certainly not theological, nor what
is more important, is it Christian. The cry of a Christian is that
of a soul who goes straight to Christ, the only Saviour, with
the prayer: ““Qui salvandos salvas graltis, salva me!™

It is to be feared for Italy that the Church, now on this road

of paganism, will prevent all attempt to religious reform. This

can only take place out of the official Church. Italiar Chris-
tianity, especially evangelical of to-morrow, will arise from the
proclamation of the decline of Vatican Catholicism, which is
essentially pagan.

Why Should Preachers be Cared for
in Their Old Age?

Rev. William Lunsford, D.D., Corresponding Secrelary

In their youth these men heard the call of God to preach
the gospel. They left all and followed him. The very na-
ture of their calling and the smallness of their financial re-
muneration ha. made it impossible for them to lay by for old
age. When his ministry ceases he has treasures, to be sure, laid
up in heaven, but nothing laid up on earth, and he cannot live
this life in the body on the treasures which he has laid up in
heaven. It is, therefore, the duty of the denomination, in grate-
ful recognition of his services, to take care of him.

IT Is DivINELY COMMANDED

The word of God commands that the aged minister should
be sustained. God expressly declares that the minister when
he is old shall not be forsaken. When a young pastor Is in-
stalled in a Baptist church he should be enabled to do so with
the consciousness that the congregation is promising him that
he shall be free from worldly cares so long as he shall con-
tinue as pastor of that congregation, and the same thing should
be true of the next congregation when he changes, and for this
purpose he should be provided an adequate salary.

Not only must the denomination sustain its aged ministers,
but it must provide for the widows of the deceased ministers
and their orphan children. James declares that the essence
of pure and undefiled religion is to care for the widow and
the orphan, and the Apostle Paul says that the members of
that congregation who do not make this provision for the deso-
late widow have denied the faith and are worse than infidels.

The woman who marries a preacher has a stout heart and
a strong trust. It is generally true that she gets a faithful
and honest man. She does not have to hunt him at night
with a policeman, nor train a poodle to follow his circuitous
trail.  She grows up with him in the esteem of the people, and
for her husband's sake is a little more highly thought of than
other women. She cuts cloth and measures food to suit the
husband’s purse and walks happily with him through the
blessed years of love and labor. His death seems to be far
away, and when it comes, is unlooked for, and startles her.
She is in a strange and new world in a.day. She has to
move out from the parsonage and enter the ranks of the glean-

ers of the world with a broken heart and a crushed spirit. Then
she comes to know the meaning of those words: A sorrow’s
crown of sorrow is remembering happier things.”

Let it be understood that right at the heart of our great
work is the widow of the aged minister of the gospel. We
have now on our roll of beneficiaries 386 widows. What
patient, courageous lives some of these aged women live!

Let me tell you about one who came to need in the day of
her old age. Her husband had been a good pastor, and had
managed to be as thrifty as possible for one in his circumstances,
and to lay by a little, which he used to buy five acres of land.
When the people found his sermons no longer profitable and
his ministry, as they thought, no longer fruitful, this faithful
man of God did not reply, he only resigned, and at the age
of seventy, toiled in his garden, and by the labor of his hands
and in the sweat of his brow provided for his needs. Soon,
alas! inflammatory rheumatism laid siege to him, and he was
laid helpless upon his back. A little mortgage was placed
upon his humble home, because the financial credit of the aged
minister is not extensive, and men of the world are exacting in
their demands. One night, Almighty God signed the release
for the mortgage, so far as the old minister himself was con-
cerned, and took him to that house not made with hands, to
which he had an unclouded and eternal title, but as he bade
farewell to earth, he left behind him an aged widow, desolate
and alone, with almost nothing standing between her and the
poorhouse.

It is not the aged widow, however, whose needs are always
the greatest. It is usually the mother of fatherless children
whose cries ascend unto the Lord of heaven. This class seems
to be the favorite of our Board.

PusLic SENTIMENT REINFORCES THE DEMAND

The movement applies to all the vocations of life. A great
world movement, for a definite provision for the aged, in the
form of pensions and annuities, is on. Itis a popular move-
ment. It is receiving the applause of the world; it is gain-
ing momentum with every passing day, and can never be
stopped until its goal—an adequate annual grant to prevent
want in the sunset of life—is actually reached. It is a move-
ment universal and so grounded in right and justice, why should
it not be popular? It omits no one of the world’s great army
of wage earners, and can never be halted this side of victory.
It began with the govérnment; was next caught up by so-called
soulless corporations; then the religious world fell into line.
The movement is here to stay and must be reckoned with.
Why not? It is so just, so necessary, so obvoiusly and nat-
urally the right thing.

Public sentiment increasingly demands il for preachers.
There is no subject that can be presented to the public to-day
that will meet with more sympathetic hearing. The spirit
of Christ-like service has permeated all society. That the
aged ministry be sustained in recognition of their service 1s uni-
versally approved. All men recognize the fact that a great
benefit has been conferred upon humanity by the labors of these
consecrated men and that they are entitled to the gratitude and
generosity of the people. This sentiment exists not only in
the church, but outside of it. The laborer is worthy of his
hire, and if adequate provision is not made while he labors,
he is entitled to consideration and assistance when his working
days are over. Not long ago I found an old man with a
flag in his hand keeping a railroad crossing, warning people
when danger was near and signalling them when the way was
clear. When the traffic lulled a little I stepped up to this
old man and said, “‘What are you going to do when you get
so old that you can’t keep this crossing?” The old man
straightened up like a soldier and there was a ring of pride
in his voice as he said, **Why, the railroad is going to take care
of me.” If the railroads and other organizations of a sec-
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ular nature make provision in old age for those who have
served them faithfully, does it not behoove the Church of God,
the grandest institution in the world, to make provision for the
aged men who have contributed so largely to its success?

IT INDUCES Younc MEN To ENTER THE MINISTRY

When this provision is made, many young men will be in-
fluenced to study for the ministry. Now, it may be true that
only a small number would be deterred by the hardships of
the ministry from giving themselves to God's service. They
would be willing to endure hardships and go anywhere in the
service of the Master without a thought of their declining
years, but while ready to make sacrifices themselves, it is a
different thing entirely to face the proposition for their families
of a penniless old age. young man when asked to enter
the ministry said, ““I would gladly do so. I do not fear pri-
vations for myself, but I will not ask any woman to share
the financial struggle with me while in the ministry and then
look forward to poverty in old age. I will endeavor to serve
my God in some other way than in the pulpit.”

ITs INFLUENCE oN THE CHURCHES IN CALLING PASTORS

Many churches would be influenced to call men as their
preachers who are now passed by on account of age. It is
very difficult now for a man of sixty years to get a hearing
in a pulpit. The churches are afraid that he might be dis-
abled and they called upon to retain a man through sympathy
who might not be able to do effective work, hence he is passed
by for a younger man; but if this provision was made by the
church so that a minister could know that when he was re-
tired he would have a sufficient living, and the churches would
understand that the pastor would be willing to take such a step
when necessity required, many churches would call pastors
who are fitted to give good service, and many ministers could
secure a position where they could do commendable service.

Southern Baptists are abundantly able to make this pro-
vision. Last year the Relief and Annuity Board received from
our’ great denomination of Southern Baptists less than $200,-

. 000 for the care and support of a thousand beneficiaries, re-

ceiving regular aid, and an Annuity Fund with 1,400 mem-
ers, any one of whom may become a charge on the Board
at any time.

Some of the sweetest memories of your life point back to
the days of a never-to-be-forgotten pastor, who was the friend
of your childhood, who led you to Christ, who stood by your
side through some Bethany shadow, and whose tears fell with
yours on the graves of your dead.

THE PREACHER Is THE ONE INDISPENSABLE FACTOR IN
ANY CHURCH

You can dispense with tall steeples, ornamented windows,
elaborated decorations, carpeted aisles, rich-toned organs and
paid choirs, and still if you have a preacher you can have a
church. You can dispense with the church edifice, and if
you have a preacher you'can hold meetings in school houses,
public halls, kitchens, groves, etc. You can do without
everything else, but you cannot do without the preacher.

So if you want to undermine religion, you need not waste
time in attacking the Bible, all you have to do is to undermine
the preacher. Discourage him, starve him out, make his out-
look upon the close of life gloomy and apprehensive.

The prosperity of the kingdom of heaven on earth is bound
up with the steadiness of ministerial service. To strike at that

steadiness Is to strike at the whole enterprise of church life
and progress.
¥ ¥ ¥

Poverty is uncomfortable, as I can testify, but nine times
out of ten the best thing that can happen to a young man
1s to be tossed overboard and compelled to sink or swim.—

James A. Garfield.

Science in the Service of Missions

Rev. C. A. Baker, Rio Baptist College, Rio de Janeiro,
DBrazil

I am quite sure that such a title will arouse curiosity, and
perhaps fear, on the part of some who are accustomed to read
this journal; so I hasten to explain the nature of the article
which follows. It is just an account of a little scientific work
done by a missionary, one who has the truest and firmest faith
in God and the great task of soul-winning, but done in the
interest of establishing an entering wedge and influence, and
advancing true methods in education. With this preliminary
word before us, let us turn to a simple story of the work done.

While in the United States on my furlough it was my good
fortune to continue my studies in Peabody College, where I -
did some work in the field of what may be called ““Applied
Psychology.” When I returned to my work in Rio de
Janeiro, it was with a desire to try out some methods and
psychology which I had learned. I began to look into the
possibility of developing and using some psychological and edu-
cational tests, such as are used widely in the better educational
systems in the States. Soon my eye caught sight of a little
book on ““Tests” by Senor Medeiros e Albuquerque, a mem-
ber of the Brazilian Academy of Letters. It took but a minute
to buy the book, and but a few hours to read it. No peculiar
wisdom was needed to see that the time was ripe for some one
to do some testing in education and psychology, for the book
had already awakened interest and would arouse more. While
still in this mood, the Secretary of Interior of the State of
Minas Geraes, one of the most progressive in all Brazil, in-
vited me, through the introduction afforded by Miss Ignacia
Guimaraes, a former student in Peabody, to go to Bello Hori-
zonte, the capital of Minas, and give some lectures on tests and
try out one or two. Of course the invitation was accepted.
There was some word spoken about the terms, and that part
was settled by my telling the Secretary that I would expect
only my railway fare paid.

By the middle of January I was translating and adapting
two tests in reading and one in intelligence. The ones chosen
were perhaps the best in all the field, and by February 10 all
was ready to begin lecturing. Four nights were planned for.
The first night was to be given to a discussion of educational
tests; the second to tests of intelligence; the third to some
mathematical problems involved in making and giving tests,
and the fourth to some benefits to be derived. But before I
began my work some one had said, “You will find the Sec-
retary very liberal and congenial, but the Director of Instruc-
tion may be a little more difficult to deal with, for he is a firm
believer in the Catholic churc¢h.” Well, what was my sur-
prise to find both of these gentlemen exceedingly kind and
courteous in all of their dealings with me; and I am led to
believe that we have established a firm friendship by our con-
tact on scientific grounds.

A day or so before the lectures were to begin, your humble
servant was rather embarrassed to see whole columns in .the
paper given to announcing his lectures, his famous preparation,
competency, etc., when he is but an humble student of such
subjects. And, when on the first night, we entered the As-
sembly Hall of the Normal School in company with the.pas-
tcz of the Baptist church, we were greeted with an audience
of the very best that the city could afford—lawyers, doctors,
teachers, public officials and priests from the churches. _There
must have been at least 500 to hear a Baptist missionary
speak on education! It was a novel experience. for us, for
we had not been accustomed to meet with such splendid peo;_)le.
and with our friends of the Catholic church in such a capacity.
But everything wentewell. The other nights were equally \.vel.l
attended. The newspapers spread the news abroad, until it
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was copied in other papers and went into various States, that
a Professor in the Rio Baptist College was lecturing before
teachers and officials on education and psychology.

After the nights’ lecturing was over there came the practical
demonstrations before 'a smaller and more select group of
teachers and directors of schools, public and private, giving
an opportunity to make friendships as well as progress in edu-
cation. Methodists, Baptists, Catholics, all worked together
to put scientific processes in education on the map in Brazil.
We came to know each other as honest students, friends, and
a mutual respect and friendship sprang up. To-day the
writer likes to think that he has made some lasting friendships
by those lectures and demonstrations; has learned to think
more soberly of all of those who studied with him, and trusts
that he may likewise be considered in a more favorable light
than that sometimes spoken of with regard to missionaries work-
ing in Brazil.

There were expenses attached to such work, for the forms
of the tests had to be printed, and other materials prepared.
But the officials did not hesitate to spend liberally for the suc-
cess of the movement. They always said, ‘“You just tell us
how many, what kind of paper, type, etz., you want, and we
will see to it that it is done.”” Although we considered that
the printers worked a little more slowly on the material than
we would like, yet we found them all considerate and courteous
in every detail. Even the most humble workman was polite.
We were given a free hand to go in and out, correct and de-
mand whatever might be needed. It became interesting to hear
the comments and see the faces of the workmen as the writer
would appear in the composing room, or proof-reading room
almost before the machinery had begun to turn, or at 10
o’clock at night, when they considered that all cultured people
would either be in bed or in some society circle. And before
we could get the material off the press other invitations were
coming In for the Secretary to be sure to send the “professor”
over to one town or another. Thus we worked. By eight
o'clock in the morning, and until late in the afternoon, we were
working. It was a lesson in diligence.

When the work came to a close, the Secretary wanted to
know how much to pay. We told him about $15. He said
that it was entirely out of order; that they could not consider
such a proposal. But, like all courteous Brazilians he wanted
us to be entirely satisfied and wanted an expression from us,
and when we would not raise the amount, he made it at about
four times that amount. And what was more surprising, we
found that when a man wins the praises and esteem of the
people, his wife gets the present! So on the day before leaving
a committee presented the wife with a beautiful pin, valued per-
haps at about $30, with stones and gold all from the State.
It was even suggested that the teacher who had won their con-
fidence should be given a send-off at the station, but we
avoided that by leaving on a train before daybreak.

But that was not the end. The Secretary made us promise
to visit his home town and examine the school children there
with a view to introducing the methods of better classification
of pupils, all at the expense of the Secretary. We did that
the last week in April, traveling all day to reach the place

(Cataguazes, Minas Geraes). People were taught a lesson
in diligence when, arriving at almost night, they were informed
that a lecture would be given that night, although they pro-
tested that a traveler ought to rest first and then take up his
work. And during the week we worked from 7 o’clock in
the morning until ten at night, testing, lecturing, explain.ing,
correcting papers. At last some one remarked that Brazilians
need to learn the lesson of such unremitting diligence as we
have seen in this case. We met on a common ground, we
formed friendships, we exchanged views about education .a\nd
life, and even got to the point of comparing notes on religious
organizations. That point was raised by a teacher who be-
longs to the Catholic Church, and she seemed surprised when

we Informed her of the simplicity of our organization and au-
thority. The director of the schools talked freely about our
position In religion, and spoke favorably of our views. On
every hand the Baptist College in Rio was mentioned with
esteem. Some even expressed a desire to study there. The
plan was suggested of having the Secretary of Interior and
the Director of Instruction for the State send to the Baptist
College a group of teachers and directors to study with the
one who had introduced them to scientific methods in educa-
tion.

Well, you say, I do not see anything great in all of this!
But it means much to us down here. It means that the Rio
Baptist College gains in the esteem and consideration of all
the people. It means that a Baptist missionary is invited to
speak before all the people and lead them, when they them-
selves have no one to inform them adequately along these lines.
It means that little by little friendships are formed which we
pray and hope may deepen, not alone for us, but principally
for our Lord. It means that right now we are considering the
possibility of a group of teachers being sent by the government
to study in our college, under our influence, with the possibility
of God’s power being manifested in their lives through the
saving grace of Chrst. It means that hereafter missionaries
cannot be indiscriminately referred to as ignorant, bigoted,
money-bought persons, but must be considered and treated as
persons of culture and training. We hope that it may mean
that our message is to reach the higher and mcre cultured
classes, as well as the more humble, among whom we have
worked principally up to this time. It is a piece of missionary
work through science.

L

Power Houses in the Mountains and
Their Products
Rev. J. W. O’Hara, D.D., Superintendent

The mountain schools are power houses located in the moun-
tain section, sending forth young people with preparation for
life, readiness for service and greatly increased powers. The
Mountain School Department of the Home Mission Board had
its beginning in 1900. Dr. Albert E. Brown was a pioneer in
training of mountain youth. The guidance of the Spirit and the
wisdom of our leaders resulted in the choice of Dr. Brown as
the first superintendent of this department. Wisely did he
build and aggressively did he lead the mountain forces. Dur-
ing this quarter of a century possibly 110,000 have been en-
rolled in these schools. Trails and well-nigh impassable roads
have been displaced in the largest measure by highways and
graded roads. The log cabin and the one-room schoolhouse
have been supplanted by a much better type of residence and
modern up-to-date school buildings. Greater interest is mani-
fested in the education of mountain youth by county and state
governments. Denominational and private schools have in a
few instances given place to the state institutions. However,
in the majority of the schools the result has been the enlarge-
ment of equipment and increase of facilities for better service
on the part of the denominational schools. The thirst for edu-
cation on the part of the mountain youth has by no means
been satisfied, for literally hundreds and thousands are clamor-
ing for an education and are willing to undergo almost any in-
convenience to secure It.

STRIKING FIGURES'

The annual report of the Superintendent for the Baptist
Mountain Schools for 1924-25 is as follows: Teachers 235,

students 5,001, ministerial students 219, conversions 344,
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graduates 547, total income $238,627 of which the Home
Mission Board paid $52,250, total for improvements $247,-
339 of which the Home Mission Board paid $59,500.

An appraisa! and inventory of the mountain school property
records values as follows: Dormitories $836,100, adminis-
tration buildings $826,000, equipment $221,416.68, dwell-
ings $167,950, light and water plants $15,200, land 636 1-2
acres, $167,500, miscellaneous buildings $14,625, endow-
ment $37,879, total $2,167,670.68. Attention is called to
not only the large material resources of this department but
also the large amount paid by the mountain people for the
support and improvement of their own schools. Their gifts are
about four to one.

There are at present 29 schools located as follows: Georgia
two, Alabama two, North Carolina seven, South Carolina one,
Virginia one, Tennessee six, Kentucky three, Arkansas six,
Missouri one. North Georgia Baptist Institute has recently
been transferred to the Fannin County authorities for a County
High School. * Yancey Collegiate Institute, Burnsville, N. C.,
has decided to leave off the first five grades, maintaining a
curriculum from the sixth grade through the high school. Some
changes will necessarily come in other schools in the next few
years. These schools are located in a territory in which the
population is 5,257,811. The religious census of 1916 gave a
total church membership of 2,191,827, with about forty-eight
per cent of these Baptists.

COURSES OF STUDY
All of the schools have the full high school course. A few

of them have all the grammar grades. The most of them have
only one or two grammar grades immediately preceding the
high school. Four of the schools are Junior Colleges, three
carrying the full course. A two years course is required in the
Bible, Stewardship, Missions and other denominational studies.
Music is taught in all of the schools. Home Economics, Manual
Training, Agriculture and commercial courses are included in
a number of the schools. We greatly need equipment for these
special departments and increased appropriations for teachers
who understand the requirements of these courses. Twenty-
» seven of the twenty-nine schools the past year were accredited
) by state and denominational institutions. The policy of the
department is to maintain a rating as near A-1 as possible.

CONTRIBUTION OF VOLUNTEERS AND MINISTERS

About two hundred and fifty young men in training for the
ministry are found in these schools each year. They are given
free tuition and are aided in other ways by employment in
special work in order to meet their expenses. In each school
will be found a large Volunteer Band whose members are
ready for all phases of church work. The influence of these
young people is incalculable. The young ministers serve
churches in the nearby sections and ofttimes in remote territory.
It is nothing unusual for them to walk ten or fifteen miles to an
appointment for Saturday night and Sunday, and return for
classroom work on Monday morning. The volunteer bands
are a mighty force in local church work.

RELIGIOUS ATMOSPHERE

The religious atmosphere of the schools is wholesome. Re-
vivals were reported in all of the schools during the past year,
and 344 conversions were recorded. The 1925 session closed
with practically all pupils converted. At Newton County
Academy, Parthenon, Arkansas, én the day the commence-
ment sermon was preached, the four members of the graduat-
ing class volunteered for missionary service, and the only un-
converted pupil accepted Christ as Saviour. Sufficient organi-
zations are conducted to give a place of service to each pupil.

Their labors are not only in the local church, but they conduct
services in nearby churches, in jails, in schoolhouses, and other
places where service is needed. The missionary uplift in this
form of service is immeasurable.

The teachers in these schools are a great factor in the re-
ligious life of the school. The standard has been raised until
perhaps two-thirds are full graduates of senior colleges, with
special training in their departments. Others are well qualified
for the positions they hold. These teachers in the main have
come with a definite call to the mountain school work and are
diligent in service, fervent in spirit, rejoicing in the Lord, giv-
ing themselves unstintedly to kingdom work. They leave an
indg]lible impression of the Christ spirit on the lives of their
pupils.

EXPENSES REASONABLE

Expenses connected with the mountain schools are very
reasonable. Thwelve dollars per month will pay for room, board
and fuel in the average school; $1.50 to $2.50 pays tuition in
the grammar grades and $2 to $5 pays the tuition in the high
schools. Junior Collegg expenses and a few of the schools
range slightly higher. In the average school $150 will pay all
expenses of a pupil.

Notwithstanding the smallness of this amount there are many
who cannot meet it. A limited amount of work is available
for worthy students who desire to pay a part or all of their
expenses by work. We have a few scholarships but could use
many more. We were forced to turn away a large number of
students last year because of lack of means on their part and no
funds on ours. The contributions of a few friends greatly aided
the department in this respect. We are hoping that next year
there will be a large number who will want to support a
worthy boy or girl over and above all of their other contri-
butions to the organized work.

ScME ProbucTs oF THE SCHoOOLS

“The products of these schools are of the finest type. They
include successful pastors, able theologians, capable lawyers,
eﬂfxcient teachers, successful merchants, constructive statesmen,
wise bankers, consecrated missionaries, capable executives, com-
petent engineers, skilled physicians and surgeons, and qualified
citizens for practically every rank in life. Countless thousands
of Christian homes have been established by these pupils whose
light, leaven and uplift are transforming the mountains. One
may travel throughout the mountains and with little difficulty
point out the homes in which there are former pupils of these
schools.

.Begging pardon for personal mention, yet with pardonable
pride, we name a few of the many successful graduates of
these institutions, as follows: Dr. Fred. F. Brown, pastor First
B.aptist Church, Knoxville, Tenn.; Dr. W. F. Powell, pastor
First Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn.; Dr. G. C. Bull, Head
of Department of Immunology, Johns Hopkins University;
Dr.. J. B. Hipps, Dean of Shanghai Baptist Theological
Seminary, Shanghai, China; Ben A. Morton, influential bus:-
ness man, Knoxville, Tenn.; Hon. B. C. Reece, Congressman
from First Congressional District of Tennessee;T. H. Daugh-
erty, U. S. Veterans Bureau, Knoxville, Tenn.; Miss Dana
Pierce, Public Health Nurse, Blount County, Tennessee; Miss
Laura Reece, teacher of Home Economics, East Tennessee
State Normal, Johnson City, Tenn.; Roy Butler, prominent
attorney in Oregon; Mr. Wilson, Vice-President of a Portland.
Oregon, banking institution doing ten million dollar business
annually; Dr. O. E. Sams, President Carson-Newman Col-
lege, Jefferson City, Tenn.; and great numbers of others. The
graduates of these schools are making good in life and many
are becoming leaders of renown.
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INFLUENCE OF THE SCHOOLS

Only eternity will reveal the far-reaching influence of these
schools. Statistics cannot record the full measure. Some like
the ocean are immeasurable. From twenty-five to seventy-five
per cent of public school teachers are supplied by these schools
in many sections. Evil has been suppressed, morals improved,
homes elevated, social conditions transformed, higher ideals
inculcated, prohibition and other laws more righteously en-
forced, crime diminished, citizenship uplifted, missionaries and
volunteers secured, anti-missionary spirit overcome, organized
work reinforced, Christian workers trained, community condi-
tions revolutionized, and a silent, irresistible influence exerted
for good in social, commercial, educational, agricultural, politi-
cal and religious life.

The writer was told of an ungainly mountain girl who
came to one of our schools with an unquenchable thirst for an
education. She would go to the room of the matron before
retiring at night and ask her to pray for the conversion cf her
father. Two or more years went by with these nightly vigils
and wrestling of heart of matron and pupil. Near a certain
Thanksgiving Day the spirit of the Lord moved upon the heart
of the father and he yielded to the Christ. This resulted in a
large number of other heads of families yielding likewise. They
spent the first real Thanksgiving Day in a remote mountain
community worshiping the true God. There 1s now a splendid
church located in this section. The girl has grown to beautiful
and charming young womanhood and is still a power for God
and for Christian uplift. This incident could be matched
literally by hundreds of others. No investment has greater
possibilities for the return of kingdom dividends than the
investment in the boys and girls of the mountains.

AIMs AND IDEALS

The aims and ideals of these schools are service, efficiency,
thoroughness, spirituality, religious activity, moral purity, free-
dom from vitiating habits with a desire for the highest prin-
ciples of manhood and womanhood. Coupled with thorough-
ness of classroom work, we desire to make it easy to live right
and difficult to go wrong. We seek to build Christian citizens
and send forth kingdom workers. Trained minds, sound bodies,
cultured souls, and readiness for service, are pre-eminent in the
standards of the schools. The Christ is pre-eminent and his
service compelling. The Word of God is accepted without
question and followed as the sole rule of faith and guide of
soul in religious progress and growth.

¥ % %

“Lord, help me to escape this strange spell which money
has cast over the world. Help me to realize how utterly
impossible it is for this perishable thing which was designed
only to provide for the perishable part of men’s natures to
meet any really deep need of an immortal being. And, dear
Lord, save me from the baseness of turning over money to
thy cause from mercenary motives. Forbid that I should
give tithes with an eye to getting something from thee in re-
turn. Help me, Lord, to think of thee as my Father, and
then I shall find joy in giving, even as I find joy in giving
to my loved ones around me. Amen.”"—FEdward Leigh

Pell.

¥ ¥ ¥

In regard to money there is a great advantage in its method-
ical use. Especially is it wise to dedicate a certain portion of
our means to purposes of charity and religion. The greatest
advantage in making a fund of this kind is that when we are
asked to give, competition is not between self on the one hand
and any charity on the other, but between the different pur-
poses of religion and charity with one another, among which
we ought to make a most careful choice.—Gladstone.

China’s troubles, according to Dr. Charles K. Edmonds, au-
thor and explorer and former president of Ganton University,
are but the evidence of internal growing pains, concomitant
with the adjustment of old China to her conditions, *‘these
adjustments being made more difficult and the necessary pains
harder to bear because of the ill-considered actions and atti-
tudes of foreign powers.” Continuing, Dr. Edmonds declares
that ““we may feel that the world is destined to profit greatly
by events ia the Far East if they result in bringing China into
the front ranks of human progress, free to b= herself, and free
to join in making the history of the next hundred years.”
Never was there such an opportunity, at this time of transition
and unrest, for this great nation with its four hundred million
souls, to be turned from idolatry and a false philosophy of life
to the living God. Surely we cannot even contemplate the
contraction of our work and the withdrawal of missionaries
from China at such a time! Yet this is what faces us as in-
evitable unless the support of the Foreign Mission Board is
immediately and substantially increased. China lost to Christ
when China might be won to Christ would go down in history
as the tragedy of the ages.

* X ¥

-Can Baptists, making the Bible their sole rule of faith and
polity, develop and maintain a strong and efficient organiza-
tion through which they can effectively work together? Can
an absolute democracy be made practically efficient? Our
Catholic and Pedo-baptist friends have uniformly answered
“No.” We have refused to accept this answer, however,
and have gone steadfastly forward in the perfecting of plans
which conform to New Testament principles, and which at
the same time are practical. ‘*‘Southern Baptists Working
Together,” a recent book by Dr. E. P. Alldredge, our stat-
istician, teells the story of this remarkable development, and
shows how nearly we have approximated our historic purpose
in church organization and denominational polity. The book
should be placed in the hands of every leader and Christian
worker among us.

“The Business of Missions’" is a striking volume by Cor-
nelius H. Patton, secretary of the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions. In this book this veteran
secretary tells the remarkable story’ of the growth of the
foreign mission movement, from five boys in 1806 praying
under the shelter of a haystack to the present force of more
than seventeen thousand picked men and women with many
times that number of native workers, preaching, teaching and
healing in the name of Christ as the representatives of
churches which contribute more than forty million dollars a
year to make their labors possible. The book concludes
with this message: *‘Let us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter. T he church has the word for which humanity wails.
Whether the church will give or withhold that word is the
supreme issue of our time.”

X X

How much owest thou, O Christian, of thy time, to lhc R

Lord?

How much owest thou of thy strength?

How much owest thou of thy opportunities?

How much owest thou of thy intellect?

How much owest thou of thy place in the world?

How much owest thou of thy income, to the Lord?

What shall we render unto the Lord for all his benefits?

Shall we not say: Lord, take me, use all I have, for thy
good purposes?

—Missionary Review of the World.
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The Meaning of Christian Stewardship

Quotations from Essays Submitted in a Recent Contest

THE SUPREME STEWARDSHIP

The gospel of the grace of God has been definitely en-
trusted to the church by the lord Jesus Christ for the good
of the whole world. Upon every redeemed man and woman
rests the responsibility of this stewardship. The supreme busi-
ness for which Christian men and women are here in the
world is to give the gospel to every creature. Everything else
in life is to be made subordinate to this and is to contribute
to it. This is the original, simple, all-sufficient plan of the
Lord Jesus for the evangelization of the world.

This gospel is the bread of life for hungry souls and it is
entrusted to God's children for them. This gospel is the
water of life for the parched and perishing and Christians are
the trusted bearers of it. This gospel is heaven’s light for
the myriads in mental and spiritual darkness and it is our
mission to cause it to shine forth everywhere and dispel the
darkness. It is the power of God unto salvation to everyone
that believeth, and we are commissioned to preach it to every
creature. There never has been an entrustment more sacred
than this nor weighted with more solemn responsibilities. This

is indeed the supreme stewardship of all stewardships.—C. 4.
Cook.

THE WHoLE oF LiIFE UNDER THE LorDsHIP OF CHRIST

The stewardship life is but the expression, through our lives,
of the Spirit of the Incarnate Christ. This lifts acts of
service from the plane of perfunctory performances into fel-
lowship with Christ himself. It sanctifies Christian personality
in its fulness rather than a mere fraction of it. The whole
of life is under the Lordship of Christ. Hence not one-seventh
of one’s time nor one-tenth of one’s money, but all our life
4E 3 must be recognized as a stewardship from God in sharing his
ehrnest concern for the salvation of the world. The super-
‘hicial division of life into the sacred and the secular fades
away in the light of this truth. Everything becomes sacred
when rightly related to the kingdom of God. Livingstone
thus expressed it: “'I shall place no value on anything except
in its relationship to the kingdom of God.” All of life’s
talents, privileges, powers, opportunities, resources, influence,
time, money, are given us in trust to be used for God.—B. P.

Richardscn.

A REcoGNITION oF OWNERSHIP

Stewardship is the Christian’s recognition of God's rightful
ownership of all that pertains to him, his acknowledgment of
the Lordship of Jesus Christ in his life, and his acceptance of
the consequent obligation to administer his life for its. Owner
and Lord.. The Christian steward acts as God’s agent. His
purpose is to disburse what talents, time, education, and sub-
stance he possesses for God, the original owner. He realizes
himself as a possessor only, not as an owner. To-day he pos-
sesses health, personality, friends, and wealth; to-morrow, if
death has come, all is gone and even the grave in which he

will lie will belong to another.—A. J. Daklby.

MAN’s INDEBTEDNESS AND THE SOURCE OF PAYMENT

Modern meditation and Biblical research have discovered
or re-discovered a new wealth of meaning in the ancient

terms of God's OWNERSHIP, and man's STEWARD-

SHIP. In these two words may be found the sum of man's
indebtedness to God, and the source of payment for the same.
It is the failure of many Christians to interpret and apply the
meaning of these terms to their own lives and to the problems
of the world which more than anything else explains the sin
and strife and sorrow that are found in every land to-day. If
the divine and human principles involved in these old-time
terms can be given their proper place in the knowledge and
the practice of the children of God, then will “‘the kingdoms of
tnis world become the kingdoms of our Lord and of ks

Chnist.”—Fred. V. Peakes.

A REvoLuTIONARY DOCTRINE

The secret of the doctrine of Christian Stewardship simply
stated is this—God, as the owner of all things, has put each
man in temporary possession of certain portions of his creation.
He has reserved a certain portion of each man’s possessions for
the work of the kingdom. The balance is to be used for
the ordinary affairs of life, judiciously, in the consciousness
that it is being administered as a trust for God. This doc-
trine revolutionizes the Christian's entire thinking about Chris-
tain giving and service, and it puts the plane of all his labor
and living on the high level of partnership with God. His
giving becomes liberal and joyous. His labor becomes digni-
fied and worth while. His pleasures and recreation become
sane and constructive. Frivolous wasting of time and money
becomes to him a sinful thing. The selfish use of his talents
and personality becomes the delinquency of an unfaithful
steward, and he welcomes every opportunity to be of service
to his fellowman for his Lord's sake. All of life, indeed, be-
comes, to him, sanctified. When every Christian shall have
welcomed the doctrine of Christian Stewardship, then a new
era will have dawned in the Church of Christ. Then the
Church will no longer be embarrassed for funds for her work
either at home or abroad. Then there will be laborers
enouch for the harvest, and the harvest truly will be plenteous.

—Russell B. Thomas.

THE STEWARDSHIP OF PERSONALITY

Christian stewardship involves more than the administration
of the Lord’s money. It involves the steward’s personality.
He is not his own; he has “been bought with a price.”” He
belongs to his Lord. It follows then that he is bound to
invest his life so that it shall count for the greatest use to his
Lord. It may mean that he shall be a successful business man;
it may mean that he shall become an efficient farmer; it may
lead to his developing unusual skill as a mechanic. Or it may
mean his simply doing faithfully in these lines of occupation
his plain duty, and never “‘shining’ in any of these vocations.
It may call him to devote himself to the finest equipment for
success in some professional field, and then laying that equip-
ment on the altar of missionary service. To all this the saving
Lord has a perfect claim; and to the recognition of this claim

the saved man has dedicated his life.—Edward M. Fuller.

THE STEWARDsHIP oF TIME

The man who wrote the following words had a fine ap-
preciation of the stewardship of time. “‘Look unto this day
for it is life, the very life of life. In jts brief course lie all the
verities and realities of your existence—the bliss of growth, the
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glory of action, the splendor of beauty. Yesterday is but a
Jream, to-morrow is only a vision. But to-day well lived niakes
every yesterday a dream of happiness and every to-morrow a
vision of hope.” Time is the one thing most of us do not
value as we should. In youth time is a laggard. in middle
life it breaks into a run, in old age it has taken to itself winged
feet. Time is a section cut out of eternity for us and defines
for us the limits in which our work must be done. It is a
great gift with a great responsibility attached. To know the
value of time we must know the value of the fragments of
which it is made up. To make the most of the hour we must

"make the most of the minutes of which it is composed. The

most dangerous moment of a man’s life is reached when time
hangs heavy on his hands. Time is not measured by hours
but what we put into the hours. Some moments of life are
bigger than others, bigger not alone in emotions but in re-
sults. The light shone around Paul but for a moment, but
that moment bore the germs of the church of the Gentiles and
an enlargement of the world’s knowledge of the Redeemer.
We can never be sure which moment carries the crisis of our
lives, therefore we must not waste any. Our time, all of it,
belongs to God and we must use it as his stewards. I must
use my time to help bring in the kinzdem of God. Such an
expenditure of time will not be in vain.—H. R. MacMillar.

A DENIAL oF COVETOUSNESS

Stewardship is the denial of covetousness. We cannat live
as stewards, and think of self first; we cannot live as stewards,
and keep our idols in our hearts; we cannot live as stewards
and be niggardly in our giving. We must not think of money
only in the discussion of stewardship. Money is sometimes
the easiest thing a man can give. With some men religion is
simply a matter of paying for proxies. There are Christian
men who say, ‘““Here’s my check, but do not ask me to serve
anywhere.”” But stewardship covers every phase of a man’s
life—time, voice, training, wealth, every talent and every pos-
session.

Stewardship is not a question of large gifts; it is rather
a question of being faithful with what we have. God does
not measure what we bring, he weighs it. He simply asks
that we shall bring what we have, our very best, and lay it

at his feet.—H. A. Vernon.

STEWARDSHIP AND SONSHIP

Stewardship is not the handling of things but the handling
of self. Nobody but a Son of God can be a steward of God.
The Biblical doctrine of stewardship presupposes and pre-
dicates Sonship. We talk of *“‘Christian Stewardship.”” There
is no other. A man cannot be a *‘good steward’ unless he is a
Christian. Neither can he be a good Christian unless he is
a good steward. Stewardship is not giving, it is living the

godlike life.—WW. T. S. Spriggs.

IN PROPORTION TO PROSPERITY

Most resolutions for stewardship will break down unless
this dedication of the Lord’s portion becomes a fixed habit.
It is here that one comes to a grip with himself as to whether
his resolve means what he professes. This calls him to take
inventory of his income and to keep books with the Lord.
It will mean a humiliating experience for many who }@ve
rested in the easy assumption that because they were giving
frequently they were giving largely, when a balancing of_ the
books would show that they were not approachipg the tithe,
nor even half of it. Here a very practical question emerges:

“What portion of one’s income shall be thus set apart?"’ I
am persuaded that the New Testament, acting on the liberty

of grace, leaves the answer to this question with the individual,
recognizing the great principle which Paul suggested, *‘As
he may prosper.” If one is earnest enough to consider the whole
question in the light of the teachings of Christ with a desire
to do that which is pleasing to him, he will surely come to a

basis that is satisfactory to his Lord.—Millard Brelsford.

A QUESTION oF OWNERSHIP

All property in the world implies ownership. Back be-
hind the screen of things, behind this pageantry of wealth—
these homes in which we live, these great buildings in which
we work, these markets laden with their merchandise, the
vineyards bending with their fruitage, the broad acres golden
with their harvests, the cattle grazing upon a thousand hills,
the factories and railroads, the mountains rich in ore, the
forests rich in timber—back of all this manifold and multi-
form wealth there are unseen hands that hold it, and unseen
hearts that claim it. Property implies ownership.

The only question is, Who is the owner? Are these
elements of wealth handed over to us in fee simple? We
must make a distinction here between having and owning.
I do not ask how much you have, but how much do you own?

Do you own your time? If so, why do you not save it,
and store against the day when you will need it? Time is
not yours to keep; it is yours as a loan to invest.

Do you have an absolute claim upon your health and
strength? If so, why do you not hold them against the drafts
that time and toil make upon them? You cannot. You are
simply the paying teller behind the window. The real owner
draws upon your trust funds every day.

What about your property? Do you own it?> I stood
beside a man whose house was burning to the ground, and
he said to me, “There goes the only house I ever owned.”
My answer was, “'If it was your house, why did you not pre-
vent it from burning down?”” Look at Japan. Where pride-
ful merchants made their boasts of wealth and plenty, in a few
hours there were ruins and tangled masses of debris, black and
horrible, like huge plague spots of inexpressible anguish.

What. then, is the conclusion to be drawn? Simply this:
that back of your things and mine there is a Divine owner.
That is the only logical conception of God for the Christian—
that he is the Creator of all things, and therefore the owner
of all that he creates. Such is the unfaltering testimony of
the Book from its first word to its last. The whole story
of Scripture proceeds upon the assumption that God is the
absolute owner of all things.

This is the truth that we have lost in the maze of the
world’s life. We talk about “YOUR things” and “MY
things,” and we forget that behind yours and mine there is a
Divine and sovereien ‘‘His.”” The fact of stewardship is
rooted in the fact of Divine ownership. Circumstances may
change, but the Divine ownership never changes. We are
forever handling trusts.—H. A. Vernon.

Not LIMITED TO MONEY

Stewardship is not to be limited to the paying of money into
the Lord’s treasury. That would be to commercialize our
religion and to make our offerings a tax. Stewardship in-
volves also our time, our talents and our heart’s devotion. It
places the whole life with all its possessions and possibilities
upon God’s altar and humbly and reverently acknowledge:

God’s ownership.—J. W. Brown.

Reprinted from **Missions”
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“The Anti-Christian
Movement Has Come
Too Late!”

Rev. Gordon Poteat, Shanghai Baplist
College and Seminary

To carry on college work to the ac-
companiment of the distant boom of big
field guns is a unique experience. But we
are used to so many strange things on the
mission field that such happenings do not
disturb us. For weeks the war was go-
ing on, with real fighting, within twenty
miles of the college.

Much more serious 1s the onslaught of
the hosts of Satan, in the form of the
Anti-Christian Movement, which is now
stirring the Chinese to their depths. These
attacks are carried on chiefly by false-
hood and appeal mainly to the ignorant.

As a result, the students in our Acad-
emy are harder to reach. But among
the students in college, who really know
Christianity by years of teaching and ex-
perience, it is like a call to arms, which
has been responded to nobly. In Septem-
ber, out of thirty-one Seniors, five were
not Christians, but in spite of the oppo-
sition, three of these have already accepted
Christ, as well as many others in other
classes.

A thousand people live and work on
- the campus, among whom are 400 college

4% students, 300 high school students, be-

lside model school and kindergarten. The
Kindergarten Normal Building, “Georgia
Hall,” 1s the last building to be erected
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THE DEACONS OF THE COLLEGE CHURCH

“Christianity is a part of China. Even {f all missionaries were removed, the gospel ‘would
go on {increasing in power."”

and perhaps the most complete in its equip-
ment.

Thus we have Christian education work
from the lowest grade up to college and
theological seminary.

The Seminary has the best enrollment
this year that it has ever had, and from a
wider area; the representation from Ho-
nan, North Kiangsu and Kwangtung be-
ing especially encouraging.

Three other college students have just
decided to enter the ministry, making a

A PARTIAL VIEW OF THE SHANGHAI COLLEGE BUILDINGS

“We have Christian education work from the lowest grade up to college and
theological seminary.”

total of 27 in the whole institution who
are preparing to preach the gospel.

As 1 was writing this, someone rushed
in and notified me that the Cumbum
Llama from far Thibet was coming in a
motor car to visit the college. He is
reputed to be the third most important
Buddhist functionary in the world. Some
time, some of these young men, who are
preparing here, will be preaching the gos-
pel in Thibet. We pray that this man-
may be among the first fruits to accept the
Saviour of the world.

Already thirteen graduates of the col-
lege and Seminary are in the ministry
and eighty-four out of one hundred and
forty-three graduates, or fifty-seven per
cent, are in some form of Christian work.

Buddhism was in China three hundred
years before there was a single Chinese
Buddhist priest; Christianity has been in
China only a little more than one hundred
years, and there are nearly two hundred
college graduates in the ministry and sev-
eral thousand other consecrated men
preaching the gospel.

With nearly a half million Christians.
the foundations are so deeply laid that
the Anti-Christian movement has come too
late.  Christianity is a part of China.
Even if all missionaries were removed, the
gospel would go on increasing in power.

And Christ will be glorified in the sal-
vation of this great people. May Shang-
hait Baptist College in its faculty and stu-
dents have so much of the spirit of Jesus
that it may do its full share in bringing
China to the feet of the Prince of Peace!
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Spiritual Harvests in

Soochow
Rev. H. H. McMillan, Soochow, China

Spiritual results are as sure to follow
spiritual service as autumn harvests fol-
low spring seed-sowings. But times and
seasons cannot be insisted upon in the
spiritual realm, neither can the nature of
the harvest be reduced to mathematical
exactness.

Baptists have two institutions for carry-
ing on mission work in Soochow—schools
and churches. Though we have these two
departments, yet we have only one work.
On this Soochow missionaries are agreed.

It is very hard to measure results within
the space of one year. Now, after a brief
number of years, one cannot but see some
of the results from our schools. We now
have a large and growing number of *‘sec-
ond generation’ Christians and in every
single case I know anything about they
are far ahead of their parents. Now
that we are able to employ so many of
our own graduates as teachers in our
schools, it has brought in a new day.
Though we have a large number of our
academy and college graduates in the
school room, I regret to say that we have
none in the ministry. But in this field
also we can now see the dawn of a new
day. We have six Yates graduates in
Shanghai College studying for the min-
istry, and we have a Volunteer Band in
Yates Academy with 11 members.

Besides training workers the schools
are vital evangelistic agencies. They are

e Yrenne | i+ iconimng, ol

ot

“_!‘:

———— » 4 & -
¥
»

e N N el |
"

SOME PUPILS OF “THE MODEL SCHOOL”

A thousand people live and work on the campus, among whom are 400 college students,
300 high school students, besides model scheol and kindergarten.”

breaking down opposition and are opening
hundreds and thousands of homes for the
entrance of the gospel.

Our churches and chapels in Soochow
serve ‘a two-fold need.” They offer a
unique field service for all the Christian
teachers and students in the schools. In
this way the students can render a val-
uable service in the local churches and
chapels, and at the same time receive val-
uable training for future work. For this
reason we put special emphasis on the

Sunday schools and the B.Y.P.U.’s.

GEORGIA HALL, THE KINDERGARTEN NORMAL BUILDING

“The Georgia Hall is the last building to be erected and is perhaps the most complete
in its equipment.*”

From the standpoint of direct evangelism,
Baptists have an unsurpassed opportunity
here in the very heart of this city of over

500,000 people.

Last fall just when all phases of the
work were moving along in a very en-
couraging way, the war burst upon us
and our regular work was paralyzed for
months: But the kingdom of God can
rapidly adjust itself to new and unex-
pected conditions. When the buzz of
airplane was heard overhead and the noise
of cannons in the distance, this peace-lov-
ing city went into a panic. QOur com-
pound was soon flooded with women and
children. This was to most of them the
first contact they had ever had with Chris-
tianity and we took it as an opportunity
from God and made the most of it.

Then the trains and boats began to
come in loaded down with wounded sol-
diers. The hospitals were soon filled and
many missionaries gave a helping hand.
Soon the cries of distress reached our ears

zone who were being trampled under the
feet of soldiers. In the name of the Red
Cross, Chinese pastors and missionaries
hastened to their rescue. Apart from the
direct good done, these different phases
of war service made a deep impression
on the non-Christian Chinese and the at-
titude toward the missionaries and ‘toward
Christianity has undergone a great change.
So there has never been a greater oppor-
tunity for preaching the gospel than now.
In the end I fully believe the war shall
have proven to be a help rather than a
hindrance to the spread of the gospel.
Christianity has had an opportunity to
show itself superior to all other religions.

.

from the poor country people in the war #
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VIEW OF KAIFENG COLLEGE CAMPUS

“We are trying to build in Kaifrng a school for boys that will help us in the great un-
finished task of =vangelizing the thirty millions of Chinese in Honan, and.ultimately
spread into the neighboring provinces.”

And the real condition of a non-Christian
society has been revealed.

In the light of what we have said above
we beg your prayers. Pray with us for the
1,596 students in the Soochow field. Pray
for their families. Pray for the six min-
isterial students in Shanghai College.

A& )% Pray for the Volunteer Band in Yates

YAcademy. Pray for the teachers and
4 Christian students in all our schools. Pray
for the non-Christian students. Pray for
our three pastors and seven evangelists.
Pray for our 810 church members. Then,
too, pray for your missionaries. What
we need above all else 1s a genuine Pente-
costal baptism of the Holy Spirit. We
believe God has a great revival just ahead
of us, but all revivals come to those who
are abiding in prayer. We need men and
we need money, but our greatest need is a
revival of the Holy Spirit and he may
manifest himself here in Soochow because
of your prayers.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
abide with you all.

* F %

Results That Rejoice
the Heart

Rev. W. Eugene Sallee, Kaifeng, China

I am going to talk a little out of my
heart rather than try to write an article
on schools. We are trying to build in
Kaifeng a school for boys that will help
us in the great unfinished task of evangel-
izing the thirty millions of Chinese in
Honan, and ultimately spread into the
neighboring provinces. The building of a
"great school is not the work of a day.
This is more especially true in a new

field where we have to find and educate
our faculty and win a constituency to
Christ from among the unevangelized
Chinese.

A few facts will help our friends to
understand how some progress is being
made. Our first class to graduate from
high school had only eight in it. None
of them were Christians when they entered
school. All eight were believers before
they graduated. One of them has just
finished his course at .the Seminary In
Louisville, having first graduated at
Georgetown College. He goes back to
Honan this summer as an ordained min-
ister to do evangelistic and pastoral work.
Another has just graduated from Quachita
College, Arkansas, and goes back this
summer to teach in our school. Four
others have been working for several

years most acceptably as evangelists and
teachers in our Mission, and the other two
went into business.

While we had only two in our grad-
uating class last June, both of these had
answered the call to preach and have gone
on to college to prepare themselves for
their life work.

If the first aim of a mission school is
find, call out and train Christian workers,
surely the Lord is honoring our efforts.

Some years ago a boy entered our
school from one of the far western coun-
tries of our province. His father was a
secretary in the Civil Governor’s Yamen
(office). Neither he nor his family had
had any contact with Christianity before
coming to us. Before graduating he be-
came a Christian. Now there are nine
boys in our school from his county. One
of the nine is his younger brother, who has
also become a Christian. A tenth has
already graduated and is soon to finish
college. The latter is planning to come
back and join our faculty, and the first
named is the boy who goes back to China
this summer with his A.B. degree from
Ouachita College.

The Agricultural department led by
Middleton and Lee, is growing in interest.
Through this department we are not only
helping boys work their way through
school and preparing them for life, but
we are also making contacts with the
farmers in the villages which will help us
in making friends among the farmers.

Pt X

I am only one,
But still I am one.
I cannot do everything,
But still I can do something.
And because | cannot do everything,
I will not refuse to do the something
which I can do.
—Edward Everett Hale.
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AMERICAN CHICKENS IN FOREIGN MISSION SERVICE

.

*“The Agricultural Department, led by Middleton and Lee, is growing in interest. The origi-
nal pen from which these white leghorns came was imported from Hollywood, Wash.”
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Significant Features of

the Work 1n the
Canton Field

Rev. M. T. Rankin, Canton, China

In our work in Canton we are work-
ing on the basis that the fundamental ob-
jective of the missionary enterprise is two-
fold,—to win souls for the kingdom, and
to build up a Christian body which will
be able ultimately to assume all of the
burdens and responsibilities of taking the
gospel to the people of China. When the
developments in this field during the past
year are considered in the light of this two-
fold objective they are quite significant and
encouraging.

The progress in soul-winning has been
significant. Although the actual number
of conversions and baptisms during the
past year as compared with previous years
does not show an unusual increase, still
we might well consider the results signifi-
cant. In addition to the hindrances which
have existed for the past several years, the
past year has been especially marked by
the growth of anti-Christian agitation.
This has amounted in several instances to
organized opposition to Christianity. Dur-

ing one period of special agitation several’

revival meetings were In progress in and
about our Tung Shan compound. These
meetings resulted in over three hundred
conversions. 1 he evangelistic spirit of our
schools has been the strongest we have
seen, more than one hundred seventy con-

versions having occurred in the Pooi
Academy alone. When we recall that
the anti-Christian movement is largely car-
ried on by the student classes of China,
this fact is very encouraging. Reports
from many of our churches are equally
as encouraging. The Tung Shan church

had over one hundred additions during
the year.

The most significant progress, how-
ever, has been made in helping to build
a Christian body, which will gradually as-
sume the task of carrying on the kingdom
work in China. Only a bare outline of
this development can be given in the
limited space given to this review. Prog-
ress has been made along several lines.

1. Co-operation with the Chinese Bap-
tist Convention in carrying on the work
done by the Foreign Mission Board. All
of our schcols have board: of trustees
composed of one-half missionaries of the
Foreign Mission Board and one-half mem-
bers of the Chinese Baptist Convention.
During the past year all of the chapels and
churches in the Canton field supported by
the Foreign Mission Board have been put
under the direction of the Home Mission
Board of the Chinese Convention, of
which Board several missionaries are mem-
bers. A true spirit of Christian fellow-
ship and co-operation is being manifested
in carrying on all of this work. The prog-
ress made along this line might be con-
sidered as the most significant single fea-
ture of our work during the past year.

2. The advance made by the Chinese
Baptist Convention in the work carried on
by itself. Dr. Anderson writes in the
annual report of the South China Mission

THE BEGINNINGS OF FINE STOCK RAISING IN CHINA

“Through our Agricultural Department we are not only helping boys work their way
thrc%ugh schoogl, but we are also making contacts with the farmers which will help
us in making friends among them.”

for 1924: *During the year 1924, per-

-haps the most stressful year financially of

all years, these Chinese Baptists have
borne the heaviest burdens they have ever
been called upon to bear.”” Again he says,
“The Home Mission Board has put on an
evangelistic program for 1925 which is
several hundred per cent in advance of
anything they have ever done before.”
The Pooi Ching Academy has just com-
pleted a new building costing $35,000,
which was financed entirely by the Chi-
nese. The Leung Kwong Hospital is
now constructing a four-story hospital
building to accommodate one hundred

beds.

3. The organization and strengthening
of the organized denominational work for
young people, B.Y.P.U., Y.W.A..
G.4., etc., and the further development
of the Sunday school work. Much prog-
ress has been made in establishing the
work for the young people which will have
a far-reaching influence in training our
Baptist young people for kingdom ser-
vice. A number of Sunday school teacher-
training institutes have been held during
the year which will greatly strengthen our
Sunday school work. Especial progress
has been made in the amount of Sun-
day school literature which is being used.
The China Baptist Publication Society is
sending out an average of more than
seventy thousand lesson helps for every
Sunday in the year.

4. The enlistment of our young people
in definite Christian service. There are
eighty young people in our Tung Shan
schools who have dedicated themselves to
some form of definite Christian service.

We realize the impossibility of giving
a true 1mpression of the life and spirit of
the work done in this fieid by such an out-
line as the one above. We would that
our Southern Baptist people could see
for themselves what God is accomplishing
through the work of Foreign Missions.
We truly believe that if all of our people
could come to see the work and results as

they actually are, and to feel the urgency (

of the needs; if they could come to feel the
life and spirit of mission first-hand, the
problem of financial support and of work-
ers would disappear completely. Per-
haps the greatest cause we have for dis-
couragement In our work at the present
time is the apparent decrease in the mis-
sionary spirit of our people at home.
This 1s a matter of grave concern to us
We are praying earnestly that a renewed
realization of the tremendous importance
of Foreign Missions in the redemptive
plan of God may come to the people. We
trust that this brief review may have a
message to that end.
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Starting a New Seminary
in China

Missionary J. R. Saunders, Shiu Chow,
Kwang Tung, China

Southern Baptists have had work
among the Hak-kas for over twenty-five
years. In the early days we had to
send our men to Canton where they took
their course in the Cantonese dialect.
They had to learn Cantonese and adjust
themselves to a different dialect and a
very different environment.

We found that this was a great handi-
cap to the Hak-kas. They could learn
the Cantonese dialect and adjust them-
selves to the environment of the coast
country, but this in many cases unfitted
them for the sacrificial struggling interior
life that characterizes our work among the
Hak-kas in their native environment.
They are raised in the mountain sections
of South China far away from the great
marts of trade and modern city life. We
found we must start a Seminary for them
in their own country where they could be
trained and fitted into the needs of the
interior where the masses of the Hak-kas
live.

Three years ago we took definite steps
to start this institution. After much prayer
and years of waiting, the good day ar-
rived when this new institution had its
birth with assured life. We rejoice to be
able to report that its growth has been
most hopeful. We know it means a great
responsibility to start a theological semi-
nary anywhere, but especially now in

China. But our South China Mission
and the Foreign Mission Board decided
that the hour had come when we should
begin its separate existence. We have
thanked God every day since it started.

OuR PRESENT ASSETS

We do not boast of material assets.
We do not own one bit of land. We
have no building we can call our own.
We have no certain dwelling place, but
none of these things hinder our hopes.
We have something far more valuable
than these things. We have been operat-
ing our Hak-ka Seminary for two years.
We now have twenty-five young preachers
whom, we believe, the Lord has called
from among the heathen and entrusted
them to us to mold for his kingdom. The
three years previous to our opening the
Hak-ka Seminary we had on an average
of about one man a year to volunteer from
our Hak-ka field to study for the min-
istry, but during the two years we now
have twenty-five studying with us. Also
our high school for boys in this field has
a number of the most promising boys as
volunteers for the Lord’s high calling of
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FIRST-YEAR HAK-KA SEMINARY STUDENTS AND FACULTY

“The greatest need in any mission field in China is well-trained native preachers to whom
the Lord can entrust the preaching of his gospel to the masses.”

preaching the unsearchable riches of the
gospel of Christ our Lord.

The greatest need in any mission field
in China-is well-trained native preachers
to whom the Lord can entrust the preach-
ing of his gospel to the masses. Men
trained for this holy task in China should
be men used to hardships and trials and
sacrifices. The heroic spirit that charac-
terized the early preachers in the New
Testament times should be the one element
that should dominate the lives of these
men if they are to count greatly in the
warfare to win China to Christ. We feel
that the hardships of our early efforts will
yield most gracious resulis in the new pro-
gram of advancement we are now seeking
to inaugurate in this vast field.

Twenty-five years ago this coming
winter I sat with Dr. R. H. Graves
around his dining room table while he
conducted evening prayers with his Theo-
logical Training Class. We had about
twelve men studying for the ministry with
him, as I now recall. These were the
days of splendid hardships where a heroic
type of men were prepared for the Lord’s
work in South China. From these ef-
forts the wonderful results of Baptist
work in South China have come. In
twenty-five years this small Theological
Training class has developed into three
in:titutions for training men for the min-
istry and we have a few more than one
hundred men in training. Truly the Lord
is hastening the day for large things for
his people in this land.

THE HAaKk-kA SEMINARY'S OPPORTU-
NITY

The greatest opportunity that will ever
come to us in this land will be to build
men for future leadership in the churches
of our Lord in China. This being the
test we have one of the greatest opportu-
nities ever committed to Southern Bap-
tists. The Hak-kas, like the highland
people of Virginia, North and South
Carolina, Tennessee, Georgia and Ken-
tucky, are well fitted to become great
kingdom workers. Among the most use-
ful preachers we have in this section of
China are the Hak-kas. What these up-
perlands in the South have been to the
Lord’s work in the South and all the
world, we may by faith expect these high-
lands in the Hak-ka country with their
hardy race to become to the Lord’s work

in China.
The Hak-kas are found in predomi-

nating numbers in five provinces in South
China. We estimate that they number
from thirty to fifty millions. They are
for the most part an interior people with
very little Christian work of any kind.
apart from the Catholics and Lutherans.
being done among them. They are very
hopeful and ready to be guided to the
Saviour if we but had men and women to
do the work. Most of the Christian work
we now have is being done by American
Baptists. Our own Hak-ka Seminary 1s
the only institution of the kind we have
to train ministers to lead these millions to
know the Saviour. We have the glorious

privilege to be the first to develop a real
doubt that we shall ever have a greater

Seminary for the Hak-kas in China. 1
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““The greatest opportunity that will ever come to us in this land will be to blild men for
future leadership in the churches of our Lord in China.”

opportunity to inaugurate an Institution
that will tell for greater results in reaching
the millions of untouched souls in the
throbbing life of the interior of China.
We daily pray that our faith may be as
large as the opportunities God has given
us in this field.

Our one hope is to bind men to Christ
through the power and wisdom of the
Holy Spirit and through his Word and
our own lives to fit these Hak-kas to be-
come ambassadors for Jesus Christ to win
their own people to his service. We de-
sire to make our Seminary one that easily
fits into the needs of this people, relat-
ing itself fully and always to Christ and
then to the advancing movements of his
kingdom in this field. The newness of
the work, the undeveloped outlines of the
future still in the making, the entire free-
dom to pattern our work wholly after the
Lord’s New Testament model, all create
in us a longing to see this institution add
its contribution to our growing army of
Christ’s own choosing whom he 1s prepar-
ing to win the masses in this great nation
to the Father’s obedience.

OuUR APPEAL TO SOUTHERN BAPTISTS

My chief reason for writing this article
to our fellowworkers in the homeland 1s
to enlist your prayers for this new Semi-
nary. We earnestly beg that everyone
who reads this article will put the Hak-
ka Seminary on your prayer list and pray
unceasingly for the welfare of this new
enterprise of Southern Baptists in the
greatest mission field they have in all the
world. Yes, pray often for China. The
Lord has never given us a greater op-
portunity than this nation, but in your

praying for China, please do not forget
the Hak-ka Seminary. We have very
little to commend us to you, but our pres-
ent needs and future hopes. Our future
usefulness will, no doubt, depend largely
upon your prayers in our behalf. Around
your lovely firesides, in your churches,
and in your own secret place of devotion
may there daily rise the prayers of faith
to our common Father in heaven for this
Hak-ka Seminary. It Is your own crea-
tion and may it be your glory in the com-
ing days.

The questions of the Hak-ka Semi-
nary’s permanent location, men from the
home churches and men in China to help
develop it, buildings in which to do our
work, how to fit it best into the enlarging
army of conquest in this great field, how
to live and labor with the young men
whom the Lord sends to us so as to fit
them for the highest leadership,—are all
questions needing the prayers of God's
people in the Southland. These prob-
lems need our prayers and efforts through
the years. With our boldness of confi-
dence wholly in him and those of the
homeland who are with us in the conflict,
we face the future with all its problems
with a radiant faith that we shall be more
than conquerors through Christ our Lord.

3 23

HE
HE loved me, the Father's only Son;
HE gave himself—the precious, spotless
ne;
HE shed His blood—and thus the work

was done,

LOVED
LOVED, not merely pitied. Here I rest.

Sorrow may come, I to His heart am
pressed;
Why should 1 fear, if sheltered on His

breast?
ME

Wonder of wonders!
me,

A wretch—lost, ruined, sunk in misery;
He sought me, found me, set me free.

ME! He loved

My soul the order of the words approve,

Christ first, me last, nothing between but
love.

Lord, keep me always down, Thyself

above.

THE PRESENT FACULTY

new program of advancement we are Qnow

OF HAK-KA SEMINARY
“*We feel that the hardships of our early efforts will yield most gracious results in the

seeking to inaugurate in this vast field.”
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A Sunday in Yates
Academy

Rev. Chas. G. McDaniel, Soochow,

China

Sunday with us begins on Friday eve-
ning, for one never realizes the full ble:ss-
edness of a Lord’s Day without begin-
ning preparation for it at least as early
as Friday. On Friday evening we bol.d
our Sunday-school teachers’ meeting in
our Science lecture room. This meeting
is attended by most of the teachers of
Yates and Wei Ling Academies and also
by quite a number of our older students
who serve as teachers In our afternoon
Sunday schools for street children. 1
have never attended a more wide-awake
teachers’ meeting—no, not even in Amer-
ica. A large number of our teachers hold
diplomas from our Sunday School Board
in Nashville. In these meetings we spend
something less than a half hour in meth-
ods of teaching and then divide into two
groups, Senior and Junior, for the study

4 of the lesson.

Y Sunday is a busy day with us. We

¥ begin the morning with a meeting of our

Student Volunteer Band. Mr. Bostick is
the leader of the Band this year, but Mr.
McMillan and I usually attend, and we
all have a good time studying the Bible
and mutually inspiring one another to con-
tinue steadfast in the ministry of the
Word. Some of this Band who met with
us In former years are now in Shanghai
College and Seminary further preparing
themselves for preachers of the gospel.

After a little intermission, sometimes a
very short one, we begin our work in the
Sunday school. If you walked In on us
between 9:30 and 10:30 you could
easily imagine yourself in Richmond,
Nashville, or even somewhere in Texas.
The words to our hymns might not be
distinguishable, but the tunes and manner
of singing would be perfectly familiar.
There would be a difference of complex-
ion, but our children would be just as
happy looking, all dressed in their Sun-
day clothes—our girls just as sweet and
fresh looking, and our boys just as clean
and manly in appearance as those you
would find in an American Sunday
school. You see youth at its best in a
Sunday school the world over. ‘‘Bless-
ings on the man who invented Sunday
schools!”

The congregation of the preaching
service is made up of the same people
who attend the Sunday school, with the
exception of the smaller children whom
we dismiss, and plus a few men and
women who do not get up in time to come
to Sunday school. Human nature has no
complexion; it is oniy skin that is white,

YATES ACADEMY BASKET BALL TEAM AND COACH

“You see youth at its best in a Sunday school, the world over. Human nature has no
complexion ; it is only skin that i{s white, black, and yellow."

black and yellow. So even in China a
few of our Christians, but only a very few,
have not learned that the Sunday school
is the training school for the church, and
that four times as much joy comes to the
one attending Sunday school as to the one
staying at home till preaching service be-
gins—and sometimes staying at home all
the morning.

At 1:45 p. m. the teachers of the af-
ternoon Sunday school gather in the
church for a short conference before sepa-
rating to go to the five centers for the af-
ternoon work. Those teachers are made
up of the boys and girls from Yates and
Wel Ling Academies, with a few teach-
ers from these institutions sprinkled in.
Perhaps this work is the finest plece of
seed sowing that we do. Think of sev-
eral hundred children in different parts
of our great city, divided into small
groups suitable for teaching, and taught
by boys and girls from our academies!
What does it mean? For the boys and
girls, it means training in teaching and an
inspiration for further and more efficient
service. For the children it means that
they cannot grow up in utter 1gnorance of
the gospel, and to the parents of these
children it also means some knowledge of
Christian truth, for these Iittle candles
that have been lighted are bound to shine,
and the darker the homes in which they
shine the brighter will the lights appear!

In the evening we again gather in the
church for a short service, and then di-
vide into two B.Y.P.U. groups.

These several services constitute a
rather full day for those who attend them
all. But one can rest without being idle,

and there is always recreation in service
for the Master.

Some may wonder whether a school in
which there is so much religious study and
activity can have sufficient time for the
academic work and other activities char-
acternistic of good schools. Let me dis-
pel any such doubts by saying that Yates
Academy has an enviable reputation for
its splendid achievements in all forms of
athletics, and the scholarship of its stu-
dents is attested to by their high standing
in Shanghai Baptist College and other
colleges in which the<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>