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) J We are bound to confess that in many local situations.in the
country the church is belated, is badly led, is giving “eppor-
tunity for the expression of certain lower elements of human
nature; but we at once affirm that this need not be so, and,
please God, we’are in the process of ﬁndfné‘wqysfby sohich:the
" country church.may grip-the inner, deepér, profounder phases
ure, and through.its worship, led by a godly:min-
pers, bind iiie-hearts of the people back to God.
' ~—From A New Day for the Country’ Chnrch,
by Dr. Rolvix Harlan, Professor of-Social

.. Science of Richmond. Universiiy:

3

T SR AN T s

»

e I

v

S oav

3 L T 4, e b

G

A
THY
L4

¥
# el

AR

PROLS

g0 7,
£

;s .
AR LA PN AN

%

.

P
T

?
AL

.

i

~ AL N LY

ARk -

D N s
e !




HAT dull, persistent, nerve- famous antidote for pain because they
wracking pain of headache! have learned by experience that Bayer

Those shooting, stabbing Aspirin is not only effective, but also

pains of neuralgia, neuritis entirely free from harmful after-effects.

or rheumatism! That throbbing mis- Nothing else brings such prompt
ery in eye, ear, back—or other part and sure relief from pain, nothing
of the body! Its cause and cor- else 1s so soothing to a sore throat,

Tection is a problem for your so effective in relieving the mis-
doctor. But you need not

endure the suffering while . .
waiting, for the cure Just one caution 1is necessary.

Bayer Aspirin will bring grate- Be sure it is Bayer Aspirin. The
ful relief, promptly and safely to those name Bayer on the box and on each
who suffer pain. tablet assures you it is pure, penuine

For more than a quarterof a century Aspirin, always the same, and never
leadin® physicians have prescribed this  harms the heart,

ery of a common cold.

BAYER ASPIRIN

Aspirin is the trade mark of Bayer Manufacture of Monoaceticacidester of Salicylicacid
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THE MISSIONARY PILOT

SUNBEAM BAND, G.A., R.A,, JUNIOR AND INTERMEDI-
ATE B.Y.P.U., AND OTHER CHILDREN'S '
MEETINGS i

SENIOR B.Y.P.U.

March 2—Topie, “Growing Through Study.” In addition to
the books that are suggested for the B.Y.P.U. Study

Cources, the leader might well call attention to some
of the excellent books dealing with the country ghurch
as given in the editorial on page 11, and in the
article by Mrs. Una Roberts Lawrence, on page 25.

March 9—Topic, *“The Popularity of the Bible.,”” To give
the missionary flavor to this program, let some one
who reads well tell briefly the story by Rev. T. B.
Hawkins concerning country work in Argentina, and
the hungry-hearted multitudes who are literally starv-
ing for lack of the Bread of Life.

March 16—Topie, “Look and Live.” A practical turn may
be given to this program by having presented in out-
line the plan of “Visitation Evangelism’” suggested by
Rev. Henry W. McLaughlin, on page 20. While th.ls
plan is applied particularly to the country chureh, in
its essential features it is practicable for any field
where there are people to be won to Christ.

March 23—Topie. *“Liberty and Law.” Missionary Ww.
Eugene Sallee has a thought-provoking message on
“The God of Patience,” page 11, which will form a
striking conclusion to this program, emphasizing God's
mercy and longsuffering, but indicating the certainty
and severity of his punishment of the moral trans-
gressor, .

March 30—Topic, “The New Testament and Modern Mis-
sions.” Let the leader select interesting statements
from the article by Rev. A. E. Hayes, “The Challengs
of Latin-American Paganism—Red, White, and Black,
page 4. These statements may be intex:spersed be-
tween the several parts of the program, either by the
leader or by some one whom he appoints.

The leader may use to advantage the stories and articles
on pages 2 to 7, devoting a few moments of the opening or
closing worship period to the presentation of these messages
from the missionaries.

W.M.S. AND Y.W.A.

The missionary topic, “Beyond the City,”” gives occasion
for a thoroughly interesting and profitable study of our
Baptist country churches. Selections will be made from
the abundant material provided in this number, and used
in connection with the outline program on page 27.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

The month of March has been set apart as “Missionary
Month.” when Home and Foreign Missions will be empha-
sized in the opening and closing exercises of the school,
and in all classes and departments. See article on page 9,
“Make March Missionary Month,”” and be sure to order col-
lection envelopes and other needed materials for the ob-
servance of Missionary Day on March 30.

PRAYER MEETING

The editorial, ‘“Advertising Missions,”” on page 8, may
well be made the topic of the prayer meeting hour as plans
are discussed and prayer offered for the month of mission-
ary emphasis provided for the Sunday schools. Another
meeting might well be devoted to discussion and prayer
concerning the country church. Let the church join the
women in their special season of prayer for Home Missions.

Entered March 15. 1010, at the post-office at Nashville, Tenn., under the Act of Congress of March
3, leSr'?O. aicsc%%(:;gcglﬁi ggﬁfgg allzgrgpcci:':i rate of postage provided for in Section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, and author-

fzed on July 5, 1918.
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Country Work in
Argentina

By Rev. T. B. Hawkins, Buenos Aires

Sixteen of the fifty-five churches that
make up the Argentina Baptist Con-
vention are small town or open country
churches. They have a membership of
something more than five hundred. Be-
sides the organized groups there are
many others where there are interested
people who meet for worship but are not
yet organized into a church.

El Trebol Church is an example of a
small town church which shows how peo-
ple respond to the gospel in the small
towns. The work was begun there in
1925 with tent meetings. Many mani-
fested their desire to follow the Lord at
the close of the tent meeting. Pastor
Natalio Broda followed up the work and
in 1927 a church was organized with 25
members. The work has grown until to-
day there are ninety members, and ten
or more awaiting baptism. At their

) A C;pristmas picnic they had at least three

undred present, which gives an idea

4 . .
p- of how wide the influence of the church

is. This church recently financed the tent
campaign in Las Rosas, the county-seat
town, at a cost of $200.00 Argentine
paper.

Capilla San Antonio Church in the
Province of Cordoba is a good example
of what an open country church can do.
This church was organized as a result
of the entire Broda family being con-
verted through the reading of a Bible.

HOME AND FOREIGN FIELDS
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A GOSPEL TENT FOR RURAL EVANGELIZATION IN ARGENTINA

As a result of a series of tent meetings held in 1925, El Trebol Church was organized with
25 members. The work has grown until today there are 90 members,
and 10 or more are awaiting baptism.

At the present time there are only 24
members, but this church has made large
contributions to the work in the way of
workers. Natalio Broda was for seven
years an effective colporter in Santa Fe,
and at the same time had charge of the
San Jorge Church. He is now doing a
great work in El Trebol and surround-
ing towns. His brother, Pablo Broda, is
pastor of the church in the city of San
Francisco, the church having developed
rapidly under his care, and he also
preaches in the town of Las Varillas
where there is now a fine group of con-
verted people and more than one hun-
dred that always attend services., Once

A WORTHY AND USEFUL BAPTIST FAMILY, RIGBY, ARGENTINA

*“Scattered throughout the country districts we find individuals who are interested in the
gospel . . . everywhere there is an interested person we have an open door to preach the
gospel, not only to that person, but also to the neighbors.”

or twice a year the Capilla San Antonio
Church has special services and with
good results.

In the little town of Maria Susana we
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have been preaching for several year,
and ten people there are already bap- |
tized and figure as members of El Trebol §

Church. But in general the work there

might be classified as an unorganized §

group. Besides the ten who are baptized
there are six others who desire to be
baptized.
around seventy.
people have a Sunday school, in which

The attendance is usually }
Some of the young §

usually about twenty children are pres §
ent. And all of this in face of the §
fact that they have never had more than §
two services a month, and practically §

no pastoral care. In Rigby, San Mar

tin and in many other places there art
unorganized groups more or less like j

that of Maria Susana.

Then scattered throughout the coun- |]
try districts we find individuals who are §

interested in the gospel.
ago a man who lives in a town some
twenty miles from the nearest preaching
station came asking for literature. He

Some days ¢

had become interested in the gospel '
through the efforts of a passing colpor j
ter. There are many others like him |
Everywhere there is an interested person |

we have an open door to preach the gos-
pel, not only to that person but to the
neighbors.

Pray for us that we might effectively
carry the gospel to the country and
small town population of Argentind.
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The Dedication of Tijuca
Baptist Church of

A

Rio De Janeiro

By Rep. A. R. Crabtree

The first Sunday in December was a
day of great rejoicing for the Tijuca
Baptist Church of Rio de Janeiro. The
inauguration of her new building was the
realization of a long cherished dream.
To some of us who have borne the bur-
dens and carried the responsibilities,
the picture of the group of faithful
workers comfortably seated in their de-
lightful auditorium on that beautiful
Sunday morning seemed to be more
of a dream than a reality. Our hearts
were full of the joy and gratitude of
victory that comes through struggle and
sacrifice. There were some who could
not keep back their tears of joy.

. Our program was appropriate and
Impressive. The pastor preached at the
mormng  service on ‘“Ebenezer” or
Hitherto Hath Jehovah Helped Us.”
Since Tijuca is a daughter of the First
Church, Dr. F. F. Soren, pastor of that
Ch'lgrch, the first and only other pastor of
TlJucfl, was invited to preach the ser-
mon 1n the afternoon. He brought a
great message to an appreciative au-
dience on “The Heroes of Faith.” Dr.
S. L. Watson offered the prayer and
many representatives from other church-
¢ brought greetings and congratula-
ons. Rev. Henrique Canongia, son in
the faith of the church, graduate of Rio
College and Seminary and pastor of one

A RURAL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION, SANTA FE, ARGENTINA

L “Sixteen of the fifty-five churches that make up the Argentina Baptist Convention are small
i town or open country churches. T}l;ey have a membership of something more
than 500.”

of the Rio churches preached at night on
“Salvation by Grace,” to a large and at-
tentive audience, many of whom had
never heard the gospel. Afterwards the
ordinance of baptism was explained and
celebrated in the presence of many who
heard for the first time in their lives
what the Bible teaches about baptism.
The building is located in one of the
most promising sections of the city for
evangelistic work. It is near the hall
we have occupied for more than three
years and has the advantage of being
located in the midst of the people who
know our work and for the most part are
friendly toward us. It is also far
enough from the car line to be free

T

3

from the disturbing noises that have
heretofore been a hindrance to the effi-
ciency of our work. The church was
fortunate in being able to get the lot, as
it was the only one available in the im-
mediate neighborhood.

Our building is adequate to our pres-
ent needs but too small for the develop-
ment which we expect. It is one of the
rare churches here that have attempted
to provide anything like ample Sunday
school room. Some of the brethren feel
that it might have been better if the
upper story had been left off and a
larger preaching hall built. Our lot is
only ten meters wide and we decided
that it was more economical to add a
second story to a smaller auditorium,
while we were building, with the advan-
tage of being able to extend the whole
building toward the back when the need
for a larger preaching hall becomes more
pressing and the church is in better fi-
nancial condition.

We gave the contract to a reliable
English firm and they have given us
a compact, well-arranged, well-built
house. The auditorium is simple, at-
tractive and comfortable. It is really
unique, in good taste, and the baptistry,
a very attractive feature for our people,
is really beautiful.

The lot cost us about $3,000, the
building abcut $8,000 and the furnish-
ings about $500. TFour-fifths of the en-
tire amount was borrowed from our
Building and Loan Board, known as
The Junte Patrimonial. Our people
made great sacrifices to raise the amount
necessary to obtain the loan. With the
hight rent we were paying we should
not have been able to build for years
but for the loan from the Junta Patri-

THE TIJUCA CHURCH OF RIO DE JANEIRO

The dedication of this house of worship was the occasion of great rejoicing on_ the part of
faithful workers whose sacrifices made possible this excellent new building.
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monial. This Board is one of the great-
est factors in the development of our
work in South Brazil.

Our problem now is to liquidate our
debt. e have six vears’ time. The
interest will be heavy for the first two
or three years and it will be a long up-
hill struggle at best. Our church, with
all the burden of her building program
has courageously kept up her quota of
contributions to missions and benevo-
lences with an average of about $30 per
month. For all expenses the church
gave last year nearly §3,000, or an aver-
age of nearly $30 per member. To
appreciate the sacrifice of these faith-
ful brethren it is only necessary to re-
member that more than three-fourths of
them have an income of less than $30
per month.

Our new building has brought up our
prestige at least 100 per cent. The in-
terest in our work is growing. The
woman who sold us the lot has become
interested in the gospel. Neighbors
who have hitherto ignored us are now
coming to hear the gospel.

The Loaf Giver

Deftly, and with gentle smile,
Mother Lkneads her bread, the while
Tender thoughts of childish lips
Guide her rhythmic finger tips.
As she molds, she smiles and sings,
Timid mother-hopes find wings.
“Bless my babies!”” This her prayer,
“Make my loaf rise white and fair,
Let it minister indeed
To their tender bodies’ need!”
Could such faith-born praying be
Left unanswered? Surely he
Who is Bread of Life himself
Ilovers near that kneading shelf.
—DBerthe Gerneaux 1V oods, in S. S.
Times.
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ANOTHER MISSIONARY IN THE MARKET-PLACE

It is market day in Pernambuco town. Tracts and Scripture portions go to the frontiere ¢
Brazil from these centers of barter and trade.

The Challenge of Latin
American Paganism—,

Red, White and Black

Rev. A. E. Hayes, Paralyba, Brasil

Criticism of missions is not always
harmful, even when apparently destruc-
tive. Often censure reacts upon the de-
structive critic to his own undoing \and,
we hope, to his complete conversion,—
the best example of ‘“coals of fire” ex-
tant. There are, it seems, a growing

THE PROCESSION IS COMING—GOD WALKS THE STREETS!

The beginning of the Roman Catholic procession is an interior town of Pernambuco. Colored
blankets and shawls are draped out of front windows and the wealthy decorate the
house front with palm fronds, bamboo and vari-colored tissue paper flags.

number of superficial critics of evangek
ical missionary work who leave a sman
ing impression that it is absolutely
unethical for any one to spend a life
time teaching a backward or dissolut: i
people the eternal truths about God @
“The native oughkt to be left alone §
He has his religion; much of it is truth |
Why take him our own hodge-podge of
theology about an uncertain God ?” Thus §
it appears in print, even in “mission” g
books. It is heard on the lips of many: |
on shipboard and in the larger forei;t
cities where the missionary mingles with §
his fellow countrymen.

Of course it takes no master logicia §
to puncture the vapid babble of such §
comment. It is so casy to point ou §
the bitter fruit of this or that false be §
lief; to cite derogatory testimony about §
one faith or another which should te gf
convincing but rarely is.

The underlying motives of these tr 3
just criticisms spring from ignorance of §
what missionary work is tryving to ac 3
complish, and sometimes from an ac
cusatory conscience paining an unsaved
soul. The retaliation is natural. The i
missionary, with his “psalm singing
is vilified, and a devil’s baln applied
to an aching conscicnce.  Unless the mis 8
sionary has the neccessary time and of i
portunity to win to Christ this last named
critic there is little hope to convinc
him of the scripturalness of missions
Rather, argument but “convinces the
man against his will and leaves him of |§
the same opinion still.” Since, howeve,
all critics are not unfriendly, we 0%
it to them and certainly to ourselves 1
present veraciously and often the trl{tb
as to why we Baptists send out m¥
sionaries.
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TIHIF RELIGION OF HIGH PLACES

The fact that Southern Baptists send
men and women out to Latin-American
or “Catholic”” countries augments the
tone and weight of argument against
us. These countries are “Christian”
countries and the missionaries neces-
sarily are to be despised as proselytizing
propagandists. It is not only non-
church members who acquiesce in this
sort of sad sophistry. Our critics are be-
ing heard for their much speaking, and
like those who advance the theory of
man’s descent from animals, are being
somehow believed because so much is
said and so many inertly consent. This
attitude is deadly, venomously fatal
to missions. It is as casy for the enemy-
critic to shoot this lethal dart into the
spirit of missions as for the savage
Indian in the Brazilian jungle to spurt
his poisoned palm splinter through his
blow-gun into the prey and, with the
appeal to ethics, is almost as subtle.
There is no antidote for the Indian
-blow~gun poison, but, thank God, there
1s one for the poison that kills the mis-
sionary spirit, one that can bring it
back to life in the earnest heart. [Faith
1s that antidote.

What is the truth about evangelical
missions to “Catholic” countries? What
of the faith of “Catholic” peoples? Take
for example, Brazil, the great “land of
the Southern Cross.” The honest critic
who really investigates is going to dis-
Cover that Brazil is actually pagan at
heart, with a thin vencer of Christianity
Superimposed. ‘This may or may not
startle.  Certainly no Latin American
need feel that he, or his beloved coun-
try, is up for undue criticism or pub-

Roman Catholicism -seek< out the hill-'aps for her
of the “Fraaciscan Fathers™ in the Capital of I'arahyba, an old, old tower and church
——a lighthouse without it~ hght burning.

hrines and churches. Here is the chureh

licity. The student of Christianity re-
peatedly detects the shadowy skeletons of
mythological gods and pagan spirits
clacking under the folds of modern ec-
clesiastical garments of what today
presumes to call the religion of Christ,
pure and undefiled. Superstitious prac-
tices in all lands are deplorable. Penn-
sylvania’s “Z%ex” doctors are no less 2
disgrace than Pernambuco's “‘curan-

deiros.”’
I

To comprehend the faith of our Braz-
ilian neighbors we must study the his-
torical antecedents of their present-day,
religion and strive to understand the

5

relation of their today’s God conscious-
ness to that of the past. Obviously we
cannot unfailingly evaluate and trace
every one of their spiritual manifesta-
tions to their sources. They may be ex-
tremely complex and like fine threads in
complicated tapestry disappear to re-
appear further along in the woof. The
factors that impel a human soul to “say
his beads” or bow down to a “saint’s”
image or even lift the hat before a shrine,
have been much debated and explained.
Something within teaches that these
motives may be distilled from the fires
of the most profound emotions or they
may be superficial extracts of banal
social custom. There are, however, cer-
tain ancient features that will make
clear some of these present-day phe-
nomena, explain such religiosity, unrest,
or indifference. Because much of hu-
manity’s religion has been a groping
after the true God, it is not found
strange that certain salient, inherited, .
characteristics of the mixtures of re-
ligions in Brazil lead us to the inevitable
conclusion that at core it is the old dark
superstitious fear-ridden paganism, (by
this we mean primarily, idol-worship)
mottled with a lighter hue of Christian
precepts.

II

The first antecedent in the early re-
ligious background of Latin America
is Indian animism, the dim fear-bound
faith of the Tupis, Guaranys and Que-
chuas. Brazil is known ethnically as a
Portuguese nation, as a Roman Catholic
country in the religious map-coloring of
the world. Some believe, however, that
like the other Latin nations, she is pre-
dominantly of Indian blood and her re-
ligion is basically of red man origin.
The infusion of Portuguese and Negro
strains, although in considerable quan-
tity, was quickly overwhelmed by the
crimson tide of the aborigines. From

THE BAPTIST CHURCH IN GUARABIRA, PARAHYBA

The twenty members were too poor to do more than put up an unfinished house of prayer.
The occasion of its dedication was the meeting of the Sixth State Convention
in Parahyba do Norte.
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the stronger white warriors Brazil nom-
inally took her religion, forced upon
the shy, unwarlike tribes by the “ashen
; hued” conquerors. The wood folk out-
. wardly conformed to the mandates of
’ the “church militant” to escape perse-
cution, or bondage worse than death,
but the old heathen worship persists in
spirit, however much modified by ad-
mixture with the European faith and the
African fetishism.

We cannot go into great detail in a
study of the various forms of indigenous
religion, but we can see some startling
similarities between the ancient religion
and that introduced by the fiercer, more
immoral white man from the Iberian
peninsula.

The prevailing belief among these
naive folk, these true South Americans,
was that there were three super-deities:
The great god of the animal kingdom,
Tupi, was represented by the sun. Then
there was the god of the vegetable king-
dom, symbolized by the moon. Last
there was Ruda, the most beloved female
deity, the “mother of god,” goddess of
reproduction, of love. Besides this trin-
ity they seem to have had a multitude

g3 0f sublimated ancestor-gods for various
purposes subordinate to the powerful
gy three.

$”  How closely this aboriginal belief
/ corresponds to the active faith today!
A Even in the cultural centers of popula-
& tion the people worship a great patri-
archal god, a long-whiskered old man.

There is everywhere representation of
a younger man, effeminate of mien,
worshiped as Jesus. The most adored is
“the mother of god,” a woman, “Our
Lady” of everything conceivable from
conception to parturition, and she bears
all the evidences of being the red man’s
Ruda, that the priests accepted and
called Mary. The endless number of
saints that encumber church edifices and
homes may be lineal descendants of the
“lares and penates,” but they, too, have
certain ancestry in the demonolatry of
the red man,

So striking was this similarity of
gods as to cause the early “Catholic”
missionaries to adopt the methods of
the less artful medicine men and sub-
stitute new names for old, by no means
an uncommon occurrence in the history
of religions. Roy Nash graphically pic-
tures this substitution. (Zke Conguest
of Brazil, page 107). ‘“Able to converse
fluently with the Indians in their own
tongue, we see Aspilcueta going among
them adopting the technique of the In-
dian pages, singing out the mysteries of
the Romish faith, running around his
auditors, stamping his feet, clapping his
hands, making the easy substitution of
Hell for Anhanga, copying the very
tones and gestures of the medicine men
by whom they were wont to be affected.
But the Jesuit had an elaborate ritual
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HOW THE GOSPEL IS SPREAD

The beginning of an open air preaching service in the interior of the State of Parahyba.
Brazilians are reverent people. Note men wjvth dhats in hand and evident attention to
God’'s Word.

with which the Indian pages could not
compete.”

This passage is not quoted to portray
the usual missionary method of these
early apostles of Romanism. It is no-
toriously true that by threat and armed
violence were these children of nature
made children of God. One “Catholic”
missionary* writing his report to the old
country in 1529, said: “The Indians are
docile and of good disposition and in-
clined to receive the faith, but force
and interest determines them more than
sweetness and affection.” Realizing that
the sprinkling of a few drops of water
on the head brought them freedom from
oppression, often from slavery, is it
strange that whole tribes sought the
black skirted emissary from Rome for
their baptism, without the slightest
change of heart? unless the change
were a deep resentment instilled by the
indignity thus put upon Indian pride.
The heart scars of these atrocities ache
even to this day and have always and
will always keep the “Catholic’” re-
ligion from securing a complete hold
on the South American folk.

Prescott says that these early pioneers,
priest and soldier, “committed more
cruelties in the name of religion than
were ever practiced by pagan idolaters
or the fanatical Moslem.” Thus we find
our Brazilian Indian ancestors per-
forming a double submission, one to the
Portguese soldier, another to the Euro-
pean priest. Outward conformity is not
inward spiritual change, and the old
pagan spirit and practices remain,

III

A second element, more generally
recognized as entering into the religion
of Brazil, is Roman Catholicism. That

this Catholicism has changed through-
out all the years needs no elucidation,
the papal Roma semper eadem notwith-
standing. Any religion, unless it be
defunct, is a growing organism, and
like all growing things is beset by dis-
ease and changed by the environment in
which it develops.

What was this pioneer Catholicism?
Bishop Neely sums it up as, “Medieval,
militant, anti-Protestant (violently), in-
quisitional, and isolated, i. e., bound up
in the Spanish peninsula, where the
struggle with Mohammedanism was
fiercest.,”” This Christianity that set out
to win the new world to “the church”
was a sick Christianity. The cancer-
ous growths of the white paganism had
sapped its vitality from the days when
Constantine institutionalized *the faith
which was once delivered unto the
saints,” down to the year 1549, when the
Jesuits set up their wooden cross on the
shores of the Bay of All Saints (Bahia)
officially taking the land of the red dye
wood for the King of Portugal and
the “church.” This Christian paganism,
like a flowing stream, has taken on the
discolorations and impurities of the
lands through which it violently flowed.

Senor Calderon, a brilliant Peruvian,
writes (Latin America—Its Rise and
Progress, page 53): “A pompous and
sensual Catholicism satisfied the imag-
ination of the creoles, the superstitious
fears of the Indians and the cheerful
materialism of the negro. The Aztecs,
the Quechua accepted from the monks 2
strange Byzantine dogma, mingled with
aristocratic ideals and oriental myth-
ologies. The nations soon confounded
the two mythologies” (Italics mine).

Does “a pompous and sensual Catho-
licism” sound like the pure and simple
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faith that Christ taught his disciples?
This religion introduged and superim-
posed on South America 375 years ugo,
was so caten with the fungoid growth
of idolatrous paganism that we may
truthfully say it was paganism tinted
with Christianity. Looseness of living
characterized it; does today. It was the
outgrowth of idolatry—idolatry the
criterion of paganism.

The cross, the symbol of this conquer-
ing system was not the cross of Calvary.
It was the war emblem that for cen-
turies had been unfurled on the banners
against the Moslem crescent. It was the
direct inheritance from the aegis of the
Roman legions.

Furthermore, this white paganism had
little to do with the heart of its follow-
ers. It was an institution, not a rela-
tionship to God. “Catholicism was in-
dissolubly bound up with the Roman
authority of the laws,” writes Calderon,
“in Spain and America the prince was
at the same time the shepherd of the
Church. Religion was an institution of
political domination, it was an imperial
force, a legacy of the Latin genius. It
multiplied forms and rites; it disci-
plined the colonies, demanding outward
obedience and uniformity in belief and
manners” (op. cit., p. 286).

There is another feature that should
be considered in the study of Latin-
American religion. We should consider
the character of the people who propa-
gated this faith, forcing it on South
America.  These pioneers were no
peaceful seekers for God. They were
lustful hunters of gold. Gold is the
blood of paganism; war is its spirit.
We can do no better than listen to a
Brazilian editor on the character of
these early settlers to Brazil. An edi-
torial clipped from a Rio journal in
1909 reads, “The heritage which Spain
and Portugal left their colonies under
papal rule was priestly tyranny and il-
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IN CONTRAST TO BAPTIST SIMPLICITY

The Church of the Patron Saint, “Our Lady
of Carmo,” in the metropolis of
Pernambuco.

legitimacy; defective morality and su-
perstition, bigotry or open unbelief;
external forms of religion degenerated
into downright idolatry, chromic revo-
lution and bankruptcy.” The gold
seeker is not a God fearer.

v

There is still another historical ele-
ment influencing the present-day re-
ligion of our Brazilian friends, and to
perhaps a less extent, that of the other
republics. It is fetishism. “The word
fetish,” says Lewis Browne, “is one of
the few vocables that we have taken over
from the Portuguese.” It once meant a
saint’s medallion or a good luck charm,
however, it is used as a technical term
for the belief that some active spirit re-
sides in this or that object, the posses-

7

sion of which brings the power to con-
trol or placate that spirit. It is a form
of animism, black animism to mix with
the indigenous Brazilian red. It came
over in the hearts of slaves from Africa.
The slave trade persisted in Brazil well
into the middle of the nineteenth cen-
tury, and these dark helots did not fail
to influence the religion of the South-
ern continent, even more than in the
Northern, owing to social distinctions
observed in the United States.

That voodooism has and does darken
the color and tone of religion in Brazil
there can be no doubt. As to the extent
of its effect it is difficult to estimate.
But any one who knows the common folk
in the larger South American republic,
who knows something of the devil-
dances of this black art, who knows the
outlawed practice of the “curandeiros”
(healers) with his human knuckle-bones,
snakeskins, dried toads, alligator teeth,
hair-balls from the bovine belly; charms
eagerly sought after and trusted by the
ignorant—any one who knows the con-
jured incantations that weave a spell
of gripping icy fear in the hearts of the
lost in Brazil, has no doubt that this
lowering shadow has cast its sinister in-
fluence through at least three centuries.

Has any Roman Catholic writer ever
given a satisfactory explanation why
the religion of the Latin-American peo-
ples has not been all that it should, even
when measured by Roman Catholic
standards? One American vice-consul
in Recife, a Catholic, audibly repudi-
ated a fanatical exhibition in honor of
Our Lady of Carmo, saying, “My God,
man! that isn't my religion.”” The rea-
sons for the shortcomings are found in
history, and because of the shortcomings
evangelical denominations work in
“Catholic” countries. Paganism, red,
white, and black, is the evil trinity that
confronts the missionary in the marvel-
ous lands to southward.

COLLEGIO BAPTISTA ALAGONA WHITE MEMORIAL, MACEIO, BRAZIL
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“Du J s gone from 27 to 132. Seven young preachers have already completed our work and
ring this school's short life the matriculation ha elgther teaching, or preparing to teach, in our Baptist schools. So the investment made

gone to the Seminary, and five younE Fomcin me mory of their parents, will enable many to develop their talents in the Master's
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Advertising Missions

“It pays to advertise.”

» Once this proposition had to be argued, but not so today.
7 Hard-headed business men, heads of great corporations who
think in terms of profit and loss and who are scrupulously
opposed to wasting a dollar, do not hesitate to appropriate
sums of money that, in the aggregate, run into hundreds of
millions annually, for publicity purposes. The experience
of the business world affirms unanimously the truth of the
statement, “It pays to advertise.”

What is advertising? In its root meaning it is very close
akin to preaching. The word “advertise” means “to turn
attention to an idea or thing, to attract favorable notice.”
The word “preach” means “to hLerald, to proclaim,” with a
view to much the same end as advertising—the calling at-
tention to truth, the attracting of favorable notice to the
] gospel. The radio brings even closer together the purpose
of advertising and preaching, as now the human voice pro-
claims the virtues of some manufactured article, and again
brings a religious discourse from a minister. The printed
page, the radio, the motion picture screen, the billboard,
combine to provide almost irresistible media for “selling”
the public its amusements, its necessities, its luxuries, its
ideas. We are in an advertising age the like of which the
world has never known.

Before the writer, as he pens these words, lies one of the
best nationally circulated magazines. In beautiful colors
its cover page is adorned with an advertisement that blazons
forth a cigarette advertisement. He opens his morning
paper and finds a clever full-page advertisement telling how
the shackles of prejudice have at last been broken, and
cigarette-smoking discovered to be a harmless indulgence.
He tunes on his radio, and interspersed between the num-
bers of a delightful orchestra recital he is told that the
music is being furnished by courtesy of these cigarette
manufacturers. He goes out on the streets, or rides in
street car or automobile, and finds attention-compelling pic-

¥ v——

E tures which shout at him the virtues and excellencies of this
same brand of cigarettes. What are the consequences of
this nation-wide and world-wide campaign of advertising?

Why, the evidence is on every hand—the gradual breaking
down of conscience as to the harmfulness of cigarette smok-
ing, the growing addiction to the habit that now bids fair
to approach universality, the mounting sales of tobacco at
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an amazing rate. “A cigarette in the mouth of every may
woman and child in the world” does not appear an impos:
sible objective of the tobacco corporatiens within two ¢
three generations.

Now, this discussion is not directed against the evils of
cigarette smoking, though much might be said—and needs
to be said—at this point. The contention is that advertising
is a powerful means of influencing thought and conduct, ang
that the children of this world are wiser than the childrep
of light. The world has learned this secret of the promo-
tion of its worldly purposes largely from the method insti-
tuted by Jesus for the propagaticn of the gospel—preaching,
proclamation, heralding, witnessing, persuasion. Shall we
permit the world to take the plan which Jesus gave for the
promotion of his kingdom and use it for purely material-
istic purposes while we neglect our great opportunity?

That we to whom Christ has committed his program are
neglecting our opportunity is a dismaying and indisputable
fact. While the world, in a thousand compelling ways, is
making demands upon the attention of our people, we who
represent Christ and his cause have been doing very little
to direct attention effectually to that which is at the very
heart of Christ’s purpose—the winning of a lost world to
himself. Occasionally a sermon is preached, now and then
a band of consecrated women get together for study and
prayer, a handful of the most devoted read the missionary
magazine, once in a while some tracts are distributed, a few
earnest young people put on a monthly missionary program
in the B.Y.P.U,, once a year the Sunday schools observe a
brief “Missionary Day.” We thank God for all this, and
we would not seem to disparage it. But for this “holy rem-
nant,” this “Master’s minority,” the cause of missions would
have sunk from sight in our generation. What we are
pleading for is an extension of this group to include the
whole church, and for this program to dominate the church
life and the lives and hearts of all the trulyv converted who
constitute its membership.

What can be done to achieve this great and greatly-
desired end? We venture to suggest a program that will
bring assured results:

1. Missionary preaching. Nothing can supersede in im-
portance and effectiveness the spoken message, backed up
by consecrated personality, as God’s messenger, on God's
day, in God’s house, brings to God’s people Christ’s pro-
gram of missionary conquest. At least once each month,
twelve times a year, the pastor of a full-time church should
preach on some vital aspect of missions. The pastor of the
half-time church should preach at least once every two
months on this theme, and the fourth-time pastor once each
quarter. More than any single need, in getting missions
back on the hearts of our people, is Spirit-led missionary
preaching.

2. Missionary praying. One of the most immediate and
valuable results of missionary preaching should be a re-
newal of missionary praying. Our people are not praying
for missions. Truth to tell, they are not praying much for
anything, but definite prayer for the missionaries and their
work has almost dropped out of the calendar of multitudes
of Christians. Oh, that we might get our people on their
knees in effectual, fervent intercessory prayer for a lost
and needy world! Such praying should not be left 10
mere chance and whim, but should be systematic, intelli-
gent, directed. A “prayer calendar” would be found help-
ful, as the church turns its attention to certain great nb_it‘C_:S
in concerted fashion. In the opening and closing worship
of the Sunday school, in B.Y.P.U. and W.M.U. mectings
from the pulpit in the church wership, should come empha-
sis on the mission fields, the missionaries, the needs and
opportunities, the achievements and unfinished tasks. Dl
lowed by definite, heart-felt prayer. At the time whed
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certain fields and causes are under special consideration in-
dividuals should covenant together for private prayer.
What a mighty impetus to world-wide evangelization would
be given by such a program of prayer!

3. Missionary reading and study. Sustained prayer de-
pends upon interest and knowledge. We cannot pray much
for something in which we have no interest, and we cannot
be interested in that about which we know little or nothing.
Why are churches so strangely short-sighted in neglecting
to place HOME AND ForeieN FIELDS in the homes of their
membership? The cost is insignificant, and the return in-
estimable. The reading of this magazine, with its full-
rounded presentation of the missionary causes, would com-
pletely transform the missionary spirit of a church in the
course of a few years. We plead for a wider circulation
for the sake of the churches themselves as well as for the
great causes which it represents.

In addition to the reading of current magazine and tract
literature, every church should zealously promote mission
study. The occasional mission study class is good, but the
“Church School of Missions” is better. Untold values.will
flow from the holding of such an annual school, the possi-
bilities of which are just beginning to be realized.

4. Special missionary programs. While all teaching
should be missionary in spirit, special occasions should be
provided for definite missionary emphasis. The plan re-
cently adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention has very
great value—the setting apart of the entire month of March
as a time for the special consideration of Home and Foreign
Missions, and of October for the consideration of State
Missions. Some churches observe the first Sunday in each
month as “Missionary Sunday,” when some vital aspect of
missions is presented, followed by a brief season of prayer.
“Out of sight is out of mind’” applies to missions as to other
things, and the regular, vivid, human-interest presentation
of missions at stated intervals will go far towards creating
and maintaining the missionary spirit.

Here are the essential items in a progressive, construc-
tive program of missionary promotion—preaching, prayer,
reading, teaching, dramatic presentation. In the intelli-
gent, enthusiastic, persistent carrying out of such a program
lies the hope of a great, forward-moving, world-conquering
missionary movement among Southern Baptists. Herein
lies the solution of our financial difficulties, and no oth.er
way appears. We must reach our people with the mis-
sionary message, and if we do not we are bound to sink
to lower and lower levels of interest and giving.

“It pays to advertise”—and not to advertise our mis-
sionary program to our supporting constituency is to court
bankruptcy for the whole enterprise. Let us get back to
the plan of Jesus, and then learn a lesson from the modern
world of business!

* k%

“God give me love, and care, and strength,
To help my toiling brother.”

*x k%

If we want Christ to enter our homes, let us give him a
warm invitation! Let us constrain him to come in!—D. L.

JV oody.

*x K %

It's not the walls of the church without
That make the building small or great,
But the Christ-light shining round about,

And the faith that overcometh doubt,
And the love that stronger is than hate.
—Longfellow.
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Make March Missionary Month!

Let this be the slogan of all our churches, “Make March
Missionary Month.”

“But,” some one may object, “ought not every month to
be missionary month?” To be sure, just as, for the Chris-
tian, every day should be a sacred day and every dollar a
consecrated dollar. But this doesn’t prevent the necessity
of a special day set apart each week for worship, or a holy
tithe dedicated for God’s special use. If every day were
just like Sunday the value of Sunday would disappear—
as, indeed, it has for many people; and if every dollar were
just like every other dollar the principle of the tithe would
soon become inoperative—as it has for multitudes. In ex-
actly the same way, and for the same reasons, we need to
set apart a regular and distinctive time for concentration
on missions. Many a church is suffering from missionary
decline for the very simple reason that it has no plan for
emphasizing missions, hence the months and years slip by
with no attention to the rekindling of missionary fires, which

. inevitably burn lower and lower.

At heart our Baptist people are as missionary-spirited as
ever. Their failure to express their interest and concern
is due primarily to the fact that their minds have been en-
grossed in other things. Faced with Christ’s commands and
the appeal of the lost and needy, they will respond no less
heartily now than in the past. It has never been easy to
stir cold hearts, to break down selfishness and indifference,
to lead people who love themselves and their money to give
sacrificially. The task is never-ending, and increases in
proportion to the number and variety of worldly interests.

A month is all too brief a time in which to rekindle the
missionary fires in the hearts of our people, but it affords
opportunity to make a fresh beginning, and to formulate
plans that will carry over into the remaining months of the
year.

The plans for emphasizing Home and Foreign Missions
throughout March are simple and practical. They head up
in the Sunday school, as the inclusive educational agency
of the church, but extend to the B.Y.P.U., the W.M.U., the
preaching service, the prayer meeting. Program material,
posters, suggestions, helps of various kinds, from the smallest
to the largest church, have been prepared and are being
mailed to all Sunday school superintendents whose names
could be secured. Additional material may be had FREE
on request to the Committee on Missionary Instruction, 161
Eighth Avenue, N., Nashville, Tenn.

A fourfold missionary emphasis is proposed throughout
the month, namely:

Prayer for Missions.

The Study of Missions.

Circrlation of HoME AND FoOREIGN FIELDS.
Worthy and Generous Giving.

A suggested prayer calendar is proposed, the use of
which will provide that no major Home or Foreign Mission
field will be overlooked; a “Church School of Missions” 1is
proposed, to be held at the most appropriate time during
the year, plans for which will be determined during March;
it is suggested that a vigorous effort be made to extend
greatly the circulation of HoME anp ForeiGN FIELDS, espe-
cially among the teachers and leaders of the Sunday school,
B.Y.P.U., W.M.U., deacons, church officers; the occasion is
provided for a worthy expression of missionary love and
interest in an offering, especially on the part of the Sunday
school, representing its annual contribution to Home and
Foreign Missions or to the Co-operative Program as each

state may decide.
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The program material furnished will be presented briefly
on each Sunday in March, requiring only a few minutes of
time in the opening or closing worship of the Sunday school.
s For department schools where the worship programs are
s presented by departments, special material has been pre-
pared suitable for Beginners, Primaries, Juniors, Interme-
diates. This special department material will be sent only
on request, since to send it to the great majority of non-
department schools would involve undue waste. On the
last Sunday of March it is proposed that the entire school
come together for the special program, “Investing in Mis-
sions,” and that this service be immediately followed by the
pastor’s missionary message.

© Wrapped up in this simple plan are inestimable values
1 for the churches and for our co-operative missionary work.
Pray that it may approve itself to ¢// the churches, and that
March may be the greatest month of missionary study,
prayer, concern, investment that Southern Baptists have

ever known.

Solving the Problem of the
Country Church

~ We present in this number of HomE axp ForeiGy IFIELDS
» a thought-provoking discussion of the country church.
Those who have contributed to the discussion are men of
experience, conviction, and recognized ability. The diag-
nosis and prescription which they give challenge attention
on the part of all who love the cause of Christ. The salva-
tion of the country church is perhaps the gravest issue which
now confronts Southern Baptists, and no sign is more en-
couraging than the constructive thinking that is being done
by a group of pastors and denominational representatives
who neither under-estimate the difficulties of the situation
nor over-estimate the discouragements, but confront the
problems with intelligent optimism.

Country church problems may be listed under six heads:

1. Problems that arise from rural life itself. The life of
the farmer has never been easv. He faces long hours, un-
certain crop conditions, inadequate labor supply, cheap
prices for what he produces and high prices for what he
buys. He and his family must live in relative isolation,
often with few diversions to break the monotony of grind-

: ing routine. Frequently bad roads make travel difficult,
. and poor schools offer inadequate educational facilities
' within reach of farm children. Modern inventions, includ-
ing the automobile and the radio, serve often to intensify
dissatisfaction rather than relieve it. Only rarely does the
country church provide an antidote against the discontent
of the country young people, the majority of whom aban-
don the farm for city life as soon as they can.

2. Problems that grow out of the urbanization of rural
life. Twenty-five years ago there was sharp distinction be-
tween country people and city people. Their dress was
different, their modes of thought were different, their atti-
tudes and habits were different. There are of course still
difierences between country and city people, but they are
nothing like so marked, and are gradually disappearing so
far as essentials are concerned. Many causes are at work

to make this so, chief among which are the facilities of
transportation and communicaticn which have almost oblit-
erated boundaries and made city and country a single
neighborhood. For the most part the country church main-
tains its program on much the same basis as twenty-five
years ago, notwithstanding the revolutionary changes all
That it should steadily lose its hold ¢n the life
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of the younger group is inevitable unless it speeds up its
pace and deals with modern conditions more effectively,

3. Problems that grow out of inadequate support, It is
both unfair and untrue to charge the country ministry with
backwardness, inability to see changed conditions which de.
mand changed methods, lack of vision and purpose. Coup.
try churches have their share of incompetent pastors, byt
so have city churches. But what is a pastor to do when hjs
churches pay him a bare living, when his time and energies
are divided among two to six ficlds, when the church build-
ing is wholly inadequate, when the expense budget for
modern tools of work is next to nothing? A man of spir
and ambition to achieve something grows impatient at mark-
ing time year after year, and turns to the town or city for
larger opportunities of usefulness—sometimes more imagi-
nary than real. Country people are learning to pay for
everything else except religious advantages. In the main
they expect religious service to come cheap—and are easily
satisfied with once- or twice-a-month preaching, an absentee
pastor, a superficial Sunday school, a carelessly conducted
B.Y.P.U., a nominal church life. Not until this compla-
cency is broken up and decent support provided may we
hope for very great progress on the part of the country
church.

4. Prodlems growing out of poor leadership. All the
conditions described above combine to make it difficult for
the country church to secure the services of a trained pastor.
The man with college and seminary educatoin must indeed
have the sacrificial spirit to go tc the country when so many
town and city churches are clamoring for his services. It
takes money for a preacher to get an education, and few
country pastors ever get enough ahead to continue their
training. All honor to them for the magnificent work they
are doing! But do not overlook their handicap. What is
said about the country pastor must also often be said about
his helpers—they are men and women of meager advan-
tages. It has become a sort of unwritten law that when
families begin to grow financially independent in the coun-
try they begin to plan to move to town. This drain on the
country church increases its difficulty of supplying capable
teachers and leaders. A better trained ministry, better edu-
cational facilities for country children, more satisfying so-
cial life, the making of farm life more attractive, are factors
that must combine to hold the best people in the country.
The country church, instead of being on the circumference,
must become the center of all that is best and most whole-
some, under the leadership of pastor and associates who
have an unfailing passion for sculs and an equal concem
for the enrichment of the lives of the people.

5. The problem of fallacies as to the solution of country
churcl problems. We have an abundant crop of such falla-
cies. Some say that the country church should become a
social center, an agricultural demonstration agent, a clinic
in rural sociology, a neighborhood amusement house, an
educational institution. Strangely enough, these theorists.
overlook the one great purpose for which Jesus established
his church, irrespective of its location—the carrying out of
his commission to make and baptize disciples, and then
teach and train them so that they will reach others. Just
now chief emphasis is being placed on the uniting of all
the country churches of a given area into one church, irre-
spective of denomination, so that this ‘“‘union” or “fed-
erated” church may have the necessary resources for a
worth-while program. These who thus argue forget that’
the greatest of all resources is honest conviction, and that
when this is surrendered nothing else will be of permanent
value. The common sense of the great majority of country
people rebels against all these fallacious “‘cures,” but along
with their repudiation goes a sense of confusion as to what

can and ought to be done. It wculd greatly clarify matters-

if we all realized that the functions of a church are much.
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the same in country or city, in the homeland or on a foreign
field, and that the differences inhere not in the purposes
of a church nor in the human nature to be dealt with, but
simply in the circumstances which surround and govern.
The country church will succeed best not by being some
other than a New Testament church, but by carrying out a
full-rounded New ‘Testament program of missions, evan-
gelism, worship, teaching, training, service.

6. Problems that grow out of ignorance and complacency.
We do not 4nomw how critical is the situation of our country
churches, and we do not sufficiently care. We are just let-
ting things rock along, not realizing how neaily scores and
hundreds of country churches are threatened with dissolu-
tion. A few years ago there was an outburst of interest in
the country church that produced what promised to be a
rich literature on the subject; but the worth-while recent
books on the country church are disappointingly few. We
need a larger and better literature in this field; and we all,
in country and city alike, need to read the most representa-
tive of the books now available. We venture to suggest the
following as indispensable:

Rural Church Development (1928), by J. W. Jent (£2.50).

Year Book of Agriculture (1928), by Department of Agriculture
Washington, D. C.

Rural Life at the Cross Koads (1929), by Campbell (51.96).

Christ and the Country People (1928), by McLaughlin (50c).

The Challenge of the Country Church, by J. W. Jent (31.60).

Diagnosing the Rural Churck, by Charles L. Fry (351.50).

The Church in the Country Town, by Charles O. Bemies (15c).

The Country Church and Its Program, by Earl A. Roadman (50c).

Town and Country Church in the United States, by Edmund de S.

Brunner (82.50).
The Country Preacher, by Jeff D. Ray ($51.25).
The Rural Church Movement, by E. L. Earp (51.00).
The Church of the Open Country, by Warren H. Wilson (75c).
Tested Methods in Town and Country Churches, by Edmund de S.

Brunner ($1.25).
Using the Resources of the Country Church, by Ernest R. Groves
(£1.25).
Rural Evangelism, by J. E. Wagner (51.00).
Solving the Country Church Problem, by C. A. Bricker
Steeples Among the Hills, by A. W. Hewitt (51.75).

Fully realizing that there is no panacea for the ills of
the country church, and no formula for the solution of its
problems, we present the articles of this special number,
and this editorial survey, as having value in directing at-
tention to the salient elements both in diagnosis and pre-
scription, in the hope and prayer that a real contribution
will be made to this supremely important subject.

The God of Patience

By Rev. W. Eugene Sallee, Kaifeng, China

The statement is made in the first chapter of Genesis
that “God created man in his own image.” In a sermon
preached recently in Tientsin, one said, “This is not just a
theological statement made about something which hap-
pened six thousand years ago. It is a universal truth not
only true of this God, but true of all gods. Anyone or any-
thing we really love gradually moulds us in its own image.
This is a truth of all time, a law of universal application. If
we worship power, or pleasure, or popularity, or money,
we are by degrees carved into the image of that god. If
we give Christ the first place in our lives and really worship
him, then we become like Christ.”

No doubt these New Testament names for God grew out
of an attempt to conceive God in terms which most aptly
describe the ministry of our Saviour. Hope, love, peace,
comfort, grace and patience, are words which have found
their deepest meaning and highest expression in the words
and deeds of our blessed Lord. If it is true that we are
being created in the image of the God we worship, then it
tehooves us to know the God whom Christ has revealed. °

($2.23).
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Let us fix our thoughts for a moment on “The God of
Patience.”” The story of God’s dealing with the chosen
people throws a flood of light upon this characteristic of the
divine nature. To follow step by step our Lord’s dealing
with the Twelve Apostles as he tried to lift them from their
earthly conceptions of the kingdom of God to a spiritual
appreciation of the reign of God in the hearts and lives of
men adds another chapter in the understanding of the
divine patience. It would be equally illuminating, I have
no doubt, for us to face irankly God’s patience with us as
individuals.

Just as the God of hope means God, the giver of hope,
so the God of patience means God, the giver of patience.
There is no grace more needed today on the part of Chris-
tian missionaries in China than this divine quality of pa-
tience. The times are out of joint, and divine patience is
needed in our relationships with our Chinese fellow Chris-
tians as well as with the new government which is still in its
infancy and not yet sure of its own mind or position.

A prominent Chinese recently contrasted the attitude of
missionaries and business men in China. He spoke of
this quality of patience on the part of Christian mission-
aries as giving them a great advantage over the business
man, and as one of the keynotes to their success. A chapel
is burnt by the mob, but another and larger is built. Hos-
pitals are closed by agitators only to be reopened. Schools
are torn asunder by student strikes, but they carry on and
soon their enrollment is larger than ever. A missionary is
murdered and after some years his son takes up his father’s
ministry of the gospel of forgiveness and love.

I am not sure that we deserve this high praise, but I am
sure that this Chinese has put his finger on one of the essen-
tial qualities of a successful missionary.

The word sometimes translated by patience and some-
times by stedfastness means a remaining under, endurance,
fortitude, constancy, and sometimes a patient, stedfast
waiting for. The man of patience is unswerved from his
deliberate purpose and his loyalty to faith and piety by
even the greatest trials and sufferings. He remains under
the burden. He brings forth fruit with patience. He
commends himself, as a minister of God, in much patience.
He follows after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, pa-
tience, meekness. He is not sluggish, but is an imitator of
them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Even though the peculiar circumstances under which we
labor be such as would try the patience of Job, still the
Word says, “Be patient therefore, brethren, until the com-
ing of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the
precious fruit of the earth, being patient over it, until it
receive the early and iatter rain.
tablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”

When we are treated unjustly, when our rights are
trampled under foot, when our homes, our schools, and even
our churches are desecrated and we ourselves are ignored,
we are to remember that the servant is not above the Master.
“For this is acceptable, if for conscience toward God a man
endureth griefs, suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it,
if, when ve sin, and are buffeted for it, ye take it patiently?
but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye shall take
it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For hereunto were
ye called : because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you
an example, that ye should follow his steps.” “In your
patience ye shall win your souls.” “Attend to your Scrip-
ture reading, your preaching, your teaching. Do not neg-
lect the gift that is in thee. Attend to these duties, let them
absorb you. Watch yourself and watch your teaching:
stick to your work; if you do that, you will save your hearers
as well as vourself,” is the advice of one who had learned
patience in the school of Christ. '

Be ye also patient; es- ]
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The Missionary Challenge of Our
Country Churches

The Country Church as a

Denominational Asset
By Rev. G. C. Hedgepeth, Macon, Georgia

According to the 1922 survey made by Dr. E. P. All-
dredge, of the Baptist Sunday School Board, we have 22,-
043 churches in communities having a population of 1,000
or less. Most of these churches are located in the open
country. These churches are so numerous that it has been
necessary to name them for swamps, lakes, springs, branches,
creeks, rivers, trees, rocks, and for families. They are to
be found everywhere.

For as Ralph A. Felton says in Our Templed Hills, “The
rural church in the past has been near to our nation’s heart.
Each settlement in pioneer days was built around this little
edifice. Our history, our poetry, our nation’s ideals are
rich with its memories. The writer of our patriotic hymn,

b ‘America,’” pictured a temple on every hill, and we still sing,
7 ‘I love thy rocks and rills, thy woods and templed hills.

y 2

OuRrR RuraL CHURCHES AND THEIR CONDITION

Our rural churches had in 1922 a total membership of
2,193,205, or more than two-thirds of all the members of
Southern Baptist churches. The churches had a net gain
that year of 88,079. They had $38,071,409.47 invested in
church buildings, and $3,383,036.00 in 1,384 pastors’ homes.
The survey showed that 17,027 churches reported having a
Sunday school; 8,016 churches reported having some wom-
an’s organization, and 5,997 churches reported having one or
more B.Y.P.U.’s.

Our rural churches have until recently been intensely
evangelistic. They have been sympathetic and co-operant
with our state and southwide boards and other convention
agencies. Devotion and loyalty to Christ and intense love
for this native land have led members of our country churches
to contribute to the support of missionary pastors at strategic
points in the several states. Their sense of kingdom vision
has been fully justified by the magnificent results of their
cheerful and sacrificial giving. They have been loyal sup-
porters of every kingdom enterprise. Many of the leading
and consecrated men and women in our urban churches
today were born and reared under the influence of some
open country, village or small town church. These churches
have furnished the denomination with approximately ninety
per cent of her preachers, and close to ninety-eight per cent
of her state and southwide leaders. It was through the in-
fluence of rural Baptist churches that the First Amendment
to the United States Constitution became a part of the
organic law of the land. And it was chiefly through the
efforts of our own rural Baptist churches, together with the
aid of our Methodist country churches, that the Eighteenth
Amendment was proposed and adopted.

But the rural church seems {0 be on the decline. It is a
rare thing these days that a church makes any advance
whatsoever. Of course now and then one does move for-

ward. Just today, for instance, the writer heard of a church
in his association that has voted to go to half-time. This
was the trend a few years ago, tut not now. The tendency
now is for full-time churches to drop back to half-time, and
for half-time churches to go back to one Sunday, and for

fourth-time churches, for the time being, to discontinue
services altogether. This is tragic, but it is true neverthe.

less.

WHAT'S THE MATTER?

Well, for one thing it is the economic condition the rura}
home is up against. The deflaticn of 1920 left the members
of our country churches in desperate financial straits and
from that situation few families have been able to extricate
themselves. Farm after farm has been sold. Home owners
have become homeless. Tenants have found it difficult to
obtain money or supplies for the making of new crops.
Consequently many thousands of families in search of some-
thing better have moved to the larger towns and cities.

A second reason for the decline of the country church is
that our churches are changing pastors too often. This is
far more serious than the economic aspect, as serious as that
phase of the problem is. There is no doubt about it—it is
the short pastorate that is killing our churches today. The
average church will not allow the new pastor to live on the
field long enough to get fully acquainted with the members.
For this reason he is unable to work out any constructive
program. In this way more people lose interest in the
church, with the result that it will continue to grow weaker
and weaker. There is little hope for'churches that continue
the habit of changing pastors every few years.

Another thing responsible for the decline of the rural
church is that in too many instances they are served by
urban-minded preachers—ministers who have found it neces-
sary to resign their city churci, but who hope and plan to
return to the city pastorate as early as possible. Right now
I know of just such a case. Brother A, pastor of a Bap-
tist church in one of our Southern cities, found it necessary
to resign. Soon after this he accepted a call to a country
field composed of several churches. But I was told two or
three days ago that he was going to resign to accept an
urban pastorate. The church nceded and probably would
have called a minister interested and sympathetic in rural
work—but for Brother A—and now after six weeks he
is ready to go! Surely this is one of the reasons for the
present decline of the rural church.

WHAT AR WE 10 DO ABOUT IT?

We can pray about it. This is surely the right place for
us to start. “And it came to pass, that as he was praying
in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said
unto him, Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11: 1). “How-
beit, this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting”
(Matthew 17: 21). “And they continued stedfastly in the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in breaking of bread and
the prayers” (Acts 2: 42). When our people begin to pray
about our rural church problems we will begin to solve them
—and not until then. We must pray in secret, pray with
the family around our firesides, and pray in the house of
the Lord. The late beloved Robert J. Willingham made
it a habit upon entering the Foreign Mission Headquarters
every morning to close the door of his private office and
spend some fifteen or twenty minutes in prayer. And what
a power he was among Southern Baptists! That is just
what we need to do daily. That is the first important step
we need to take in the solution of the problems which seri-
ously imperil the life and work of our churches.
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\Ve can change our method of calling pastors. There is
need that our churches change from the annual to the indefi-
nite call. For the annual call is to the church what a run-
ning sore is to the human body. Hence churches should
ceek the will of God in selecting a scriptural leader. Our
| heavenly Father has an undershepherd for every fold. He
# i the right and the safe man to call. And that call should

| pe made indefinite. To follow such a course is exceedingly
important to the peace and continued growth of our rural

churches.

We can and should adopt a constructive and Christ-
honoring program. “Lift up your eyes,” said our Saviour,
“snd look on the fields, that they are white already unto
harvest.” And James added, “But be ye doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.” “If ye
Jove me, ye will keep my commandments” (John 14: 15).
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
my Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 7: 21). And again,
| “Go, work today in the vineyard” (Matthew 21:28). “But
| ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon
you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth” (Acts 1: 8).

Here then is our authority for a community-wide, world-
| encircling program.  Community-wide—adequate support
¥ for resident minister who believes the rural church offers as
f fine and as challenging an opportunity for kingdom service

as the urban pastorate, the winning of the lost in the com-
munity to Christ, and the teaching, training, and enlisting
of the membership in the living of a consecrated, consistent,
useful Christian life. W orld-wide—pastor and members
| co-operating prayerfully, sympathetically. and liberally with
¥ our state and southwide agencies in the support of our
i State, Home and Foreign Missionary work, orphanages,
aged ministers, Baptist hospitals and our denominational
schools.

Truly our rural churches have accomplished marvelous
results in the past. Just now, however, certain trends and
influences seem to be against them—and these churches will
shortly cease to be denominational assets—unless, of course,
they shall for Christ’s sake re-adjust their methods of en-
deavor and enlarge their scope of activities and so be able
to meet the spiritual needs of our own and succeeding gen-
erations.

The Country Church—Its Troubles

and the Remedies
By Rev. John D. Mell, Athens, Georgia

The trouble with most of the country churches is that
they are dying, and, if something is not done for them
quickly, they will in a few years be gone from the face of
the earth, Hundreds of them have already died. Many
of them are like a chicken old Aunt Mary, our cook, killed
when I was a boy. Aunt Mary pulled the chicken’s head
off, and the fowl was violently flopping about on the ground,
as any chicken will do under the circumstances. My father,
who immensely enjoyed Aunt Mary, said to her, “Aunt
Mary, you didn’t kill that chicken, look at it, don’t you
see it isn’t dead?” Aunt Mary said, “Oh yes, ole Marster,
dat chicken’s daid, but he jus’ ain’t conscious of it yit.”
Quite a number of these great, historic old churches are
Practically dead, but they are just not conscious of it yet.
_A large number of the others are going to die if something
1s not done quickly for them.
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Many THinNGs Have Causep THis CoNDITION

The shift of population from where the churches are
located. They used to be right in the heart of things. Now
the railroads, the highways, the new towns, the schools, have
been located away from them, and they are stranded. Most
of them are out in the woods, inaccessible in bad weather,
and inconvenient to reach in any weather. You cannot
move them, or consolidate them with other churches, be-
cause they are by the graveyards where many generations
of Joved ones are buried. You cannot move or consolidate
such graveyards.

Many of the strong, prosperous men have moved into the
cities and towns. When a man makes money in the country
his family wishes to go to the city to spend it. The best
members in many city churches came from the country.
This is fine for the city church but death for the country
church.

The boll weevil has hurt the country church immensely.
Large numbers of its members lost even their homes because
of the boll weevil and moved away. The blighting effect of
this upon the country church has been appalling. The finan-
cial loss caused by this has wounded the church desperately.
Candor compels us to admit, however, that we cannot put
this lack of financial support entirely on the boll weevil.
Much of it is caused by the lack of interest in the members
themselves. With many of the church members in the coun-
try, as well as with those in the city, salvation is free.

The automobile is a detriment to the country church.
The people, instead of going to church as they used to, now
visit in their cars on Sunday, or just ride about.

The radio has had a bad effect. The temptation to sit
comfortably at home and hear a big city preacher deliver
a big sermon, rather than to go to church and hear a plain
country preacher preach, is proving far too great for some
of the brethren and sisters.

The draining out of the brightest and best of the boys
and girls, who leave the country and move to the city, is
probably the hardest blow the country church has to stagger
under. They go through the high schools near by, then up
to the colleges, and then they will not go back to the coun-
try to live. The old people are dying out, and the young
people are leaving.

THe REMEDIES

Let all our leaders put their hearts in the problem of the
country churck. To many of them it is only a thing they
talk about at the conventions and associations, and write
about in the papers. It is not a personal matter, requiring
their best personal effort to solve, with most of them. If
those in authority among us would really get interested
in this problem like our wide-awake city pastors are inter-
ested in their local churches, we would begin to get some-
where.

Let these leaders put their heads into the problem, also.
There is no real, effective contact between the convention’s
machinery and the country churches. It does not touch
them. The average country church member doesn’t know
what it is all about. We have a great deal of harness, but
we are not putting it on the horse. We don’t need any more
harness, we need more /orse. To change the figure, the
convention’s trolley is off, badly. I saw some mischievous
college boys pull the trolley off of a street car the other
night. The car stopped. There was not one single thing
the matter with it. The wires, the track, the car, the trolley,
the power plant, the conductor, everything, was all right.
But the car wouldn’t run one inch. The trolley was off.
Our conventions and the officers are all right. We never
had better men in charge, or better programs in our history.
Our country people are all right. They are perfectly willing
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and able to put their part of the program over. It would
take very little from each of them for that. Then what is
the trouble? The conventions are not in contact with the
country churches and they are not interested. How can we
interest them? WWe cannot by simply passing resolutions
in conventions and associations, or by writing about it like
I am doing now, or by sending letters to them from officers.

IWe must bring the matter to them by personal contact.
This is difficult, and it will take time, but it can be done.
‘The pastor of the country church cannot, as a rule, lead his
people into the co-operation necessary to make his church
strong and vigorous. Frequently he is not a good leader.
Frequently he is not a man of much education. Sometimes
the young people in his congregation are better posted than
he is. He is not willing, often, to try out the best methods
of work in his church. He knows nothing about them, and
his people know less than he does. e is against them, and
so are they. In a majority of the country churches you
cannot solve the problem with the pastor alone. Nor can
it be solved, in most cases, with any of the members. IHow
can it be solved?

We have here in Georgia one association that has prac-
tically solved it. This is the Flint River Association, one
of our largest and best, and the man who has solved it is
Brother J. P. Nichols. Brother Nichols is a banker who
lives in Griffin, the largest town in the association. He
knows nearly all the country people in his association. He
loves them and they love him. He, and several of the
leading business men of his church, whom he has interested
with him, go out two by two into every country church in
the association. They make appointments with the pastors
and the people. They talk over the program during the
regular church services, informing the people about all the
co-operative work and getting them interested. This goes
on during the entire year. Occasionally they have general
meetings to stimulate the work, and arouse general interest.
Last year every church in this association, except one, con-
tributed to the Convention’s program. But this was not the
best result of Brother Nichol’'s work. All these churches
were stimulated and helped immensely in their spiritual
life. Every one of them that heard him and his co-workers,
is a stronger and better church than it was before they
came.

There are consecrated business men in every association
in the South that could do this same thing in their associa-
tion. Wouldn't it be a fine thing if our convention leaders
would search out these men, and persuade them to get
busy on the job? We have, also, quite a number of young
preachers and young women who have been in the seminaries
and training schools, and are well qualified. They haven't
employment, many of them. Why not put them to work
at this task? The state secretaries could employ them
under proper restrictions, with the consent of the pastors
and association officers, to work with these backward
churches, without cost, of course, to the churches. It would
help them and these churches and would bring into the
treasuries very much more than the cost.

It would be the greatest calamity that could come to
our Lord’s cause to let the country church die. It has
been the home of the pure gospel in America for more than
one hundred years. If the last stand is ever made on earth
for the pure gospel, it will be in the old country church.

I am a country preacher as my father was before me.
He was pastor of one country church for forty years, and
of another for thirty-six years. They called that section
Mell’s Kingdom, in his day. I have been pastor of one
of these same churches for twenty-one years, and of the
other one for thirty years. It is my life work. I would
love more than I can tell to help solve this problem if I
could.

March, 193

The Rural Church and Changing

Rural Conditions

By Rev. ]. W. Jent, President Southwest Baptist Colleg.,
DBolivar, Missouri

Nothing is more manifest in modern life than ryy
clnn"es—ch'm"cs so comprehensive, far-reaching, and fu,
d'1ment11 that-they constitute a real revolution. The Scope
and speed of the movement is bewildering. It involy
every phase of country life, social as well as economic,

We have the new science of agriculture; the new fay
home, with its multiplied conveniences and comforts; th |}
new rural school, with its challenging community progran:
good roads, automobiles, rural free delivery of mail, the
daily newspaper, the radio—monuments which mark the |
passing of rural isolation—the new contact of country pes
ple with the big world—but the farmer still has the same {4
church his grandfather had a hundred years ago. It s, |4
neighborhood institution, a remnant of the simp]e life that |}
is gone from rural America, never to return, It served its
day and generation fairly well, but its day is done. A
“pioneer” church in the midst of modern life is a misft,
a doomed institution. The time has come to defy senti-
ment and tradition. Changing rural conditicns essentially
involve rural church changes.

We do not need a new religion. Our theology is all |]
right. ‘The rural church which meets the needs of twentieth |}
century country people will be the same old church of our |
fathers in its great doctrines, its Biblical structure, its
religious genius, its anchorage to the Word of God, its de- |}
votion to the gospel—du¢ it will have a modern building |
—a workshop for comprehensive auxiliary life, instead of |
a mere preaching place, and a poor one, at that—an effici
ent, full-time, resident pastor—and will function in the
comprehensive life of its community. . :

We have no option in rural church adjustment. Country §§
churches which survive the tides of modern life surging B
against them must catch step with the farm home and runl §
school, in the current of change—changes involving: :

1. A Location Problem. Churches left “high and dry™—
“marooned” and detached—in the woods, away from a nevw 3
highway, must move or die. This writer knows scores in the
South dying right now because they will not move—they %
will not leave the beautiful grove or the “graveyard™— I
but their constituency is leaving them. The normal, logical §
shift locates the rural church of the future in a permanent :
community center, usu'tlly a village, at least on a good high-
way where the promise of permanency justifies 1mestment :
in a good house of worship and a pastor’s home. ¥

2. A New /’rogmm The narrow preaching program Of
the “pioneer” country church will not do today. Churches i
which do nothing but preach are sooner or later “swamped’ #
by the competing interests which bombard their members, ¢& [ :
pecially the young people. New Testament churches not g
only “preach,” but “teach,” and “train’—take care of the i
social as well as the :?zrztual life of their community. The §
right kind of rural church is organized. It is committed t0 §
certain definite odjectives, month by month, and year b}'
year. It not only preaches but practices the gospel Ity .

“gets somewhere” because it knows where it is gom“—‘ ,
“heads in the right direction” and “keeps on keepin’ on." §

3. New Equipment. A comprehensive New Testament [ i
program 1is impossible in a one-room building. The right |
kind of rural church has a workshop and a pastor’s hom¢ B
Churches which build wisely and well always plan their §
bulldmg Thousands of dollars have been hter'xlly \\asted
in poorly planned buildings. The determinism of 1187"’"
mentization” is the first principle in a usable house ©

s o




T ek

March- 1930

worship. Quarters for the departments, rather than how
many rooms, is the test .of cfficiency. Some of our country
astors, as well as their loval men and women, get the
idea that all they need in the rexpodelcd building or a new
umeeting house’ is some rooms just “tacked on.” Pastors
who know their business will not fail to use the Architectural
Department of the Sunday School Board.

3. A Larger Membership. We would not minimize the
small, struggling country church. Thousands of them
have done marvels of service in winning the lost and enlist-
ing workers in the kingdom. This writer is a product of
one—a ‘“‘school house” church, at that. But we must face
the facts, and one of the serious facts involved in the rural
thurch problem is size. Tigures do not lie, and statistics
show that rural churches of less than 100 members do not
grow, but decline and tend to die. The consolidation of
small, contiguous Baptist churches is not only logical and
consistent, but a life and death issue. Good roads and
automobiles—and practically every farmer has an automo-
bile—makes the larger community more practical than the
old neigchborhood. Homes five miles away are nearer the
church today than a home a mile away when the people
walked or rode in the lumber wagon. The larger rural
church involves not only consolidation but vision and effort
in reaching its possibilities—a religious census, organized
and aggressive follow-up, a standard Sunday school, and
sane, sound evangelism.

5. A Real Pastor. Rural churches have always had good
preachers—men of God, not only sound in the faith, but
eloquent, earnest, religious, and great revivalists. But
rural churches have suffered for lack of pastors who can
and will shepherd the sheep. It simply cannot be done by
a non-resident, fourth-time, short-term minister. He can
never be more than a zisiting preacher. The ultimate fac-
tor in the solution of the rural church problem is the pastor
—not only a real preacher but an efficient pastor—full-
time and long enough to work out and work through a
church and community program. It takes ten years to do
this, and even twenty may be needed. Great pastors who
grow great churches stay and plan and perform the doing
of 1t.

We must, somehow, be done with the annual call—the
finest methed known to men to guarantee short pastorates.
We must have better pastoral support, a living salary for
rural pastors. This responsibility belongs to the denomina-
tion in general and the state mission force in particular.
It involves a persistent, insistent training program; a new
and better associational system; a new generation of coun-
try preachers who have been converted as to money and
stewardship—who realize that “this grace also” is in the
cluster of Christian virtues, and have the courage to in-
doctrinate their fine country people. Farmers will finance
their churches when they get the vision and grow a con-
science on church efficiency and stewardship.

These are some of the rural church changes which chang-
ing rural conditions ought to include—which sooner, or
later, will be made in rural church life. The new rural
church is as certain as the consolidated rural school is now
a reality.

Measuring Country Church Progress

By Rey. C. J. Goforth, South La Grange Baptist Church,
La Grange, Georgia

The country church problem is largely one of adjust-
ment.  We Southern Baptists are boasting that we have

t}\'enty-two thousand country churches, and at the same
time we are weeping over the fact that one-fourth of them
are baptizing no converts and are contributing nothing to
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missions. Is it not the part of wisdom to frankly recognize
that hundreds of these churches have served their day
and generation and fallen on sleep?

No wise educator would measure the progress of educa-
tion by the number of district schoclhouses. It would be
nearer the truth to say that educational progress is in in-
verse ratio to the number of one-room schoolhouses. The
chief progress in rural education in recent years has been
in the direction of consolidation., The result is fewer
schools, but a vast increase in the number of pupils reached
and great advancement in the results accomplished.

We cannot measure the strength of our denomination
by the number of our country churches. The statistics
in which we are accustomed to revel are misleading in two
directions. On the one hand, the boasting over the vast
number of our country churches leads to a false estimate
of strength, because hundreds of these churches are ineffec-
tive. On the other hand, the continual lamentation over
the condition of so many of our country churches and a
desperate appeal for a remedy is unnecessarily alarming
because there are hundreds of these churches that ought
not to be saved. They have served their day.

CoLquitt CouNTy AssociraTioN, GEORGIA

" The writer spent ten years as field worker among the
churches of the Colquitt County Association in Georgia.
This experience gave an opportunity to study first-hand some
of the conditions that threatened the life of the country
church.

At the close of the war between the states this county
was a virgin pine forest. The organization of churches
followed the establishment of the turpentine and sawmill
business. As each community grew up around the turpen-
tine “still’” and the sawmill, the church and the school were
built. ‘There are now twenty-five rural Baptist churches
in the county, all within fifteen miles of the county seat.

Changing economic condition has produced a situation
entirely different from that which obtained when these
churches were organized. The pine forests have been cleared
to make room for prosperous farms. Railroads and paved
highways have eliminated the element of distance. The
small settlements built around the sawmills have disappeared
because the sawmills themselves are gone. The little one-
room school has consolidated with others and is now doing
business in a large brick building on the paved highway.
The little one-room church building remains to constitute
the “country church problem” over which we are expected
to weep.

An estimating knowledge of the situation in this particu-
lar county leads me to express the opinion that the inter-
est of the kingdom would be advanced if the number of
Baptist churches were reduced to half by a plan of wise
consolidation.

THE GENERAL PROBLEM

How far the situation in this particular county is typical
of rural conditions throughout the South is of course a
debatable question. Certainly church conditions vary with
the economic, social and educational situations in different
states and sections.

Various remedies are suggested for the ills that threaten
the dissolution of the country churches. Some have sug-
gested “unionism,” “federation,” etc. The grouping of
churches in pastoral fields is generally endorsed and rather
less generally practiced.

Certainly this writer is not going to be so bold as to
try to solve the whole problem in one short article. He is
simply suggesting that some progress can be made by foi-
lowing the lead of the rural schools in a program of wise

consolidation.
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The Conservation, Cultivation and

Utilization of Qur Rural Churches

By ]. N. Barnette, Department of Sunday School Adminis-
tration, Nashville, Tennessee

The conservation, cultivation, and utilization of our South-
ern Baptist rural churches is one of the biggest and one
of the most hopeful tasks which Southern Baptists face.

I do not know what will be fifty or one hundred years
from now, but right now the South is predominantly rural
and is likely to remain so for a generation or more. Even
yet 66.5 per cent of all the white people in the South are
in the rural districts, and 70 per cent of all native whites
are rural.

There are 6,400,000 farms in the nation and 3,400,000
of them are in the South, and on these farms live more
than 16,000,000 of the 29,000,000 farm people of the coun-
try.

The South is overwhelmingly Protestant. The non-evan-
gelical church members represent only about 2 per cent
of the total population, and except in Louisiana practically
all of them are in the cities.

The answer to the question as to how to conserve and
cultivate and utilize our rural churches can be found in
a functioning associational Sunday school organization. Not
only is a functioning associational Sunday school organiza-
tion a practical means of developing our rural churches,
but I would say that it is the only practical plan we have
whereby we may reach all our churches with very little, or
no cost to the denomination. I call attention to the fact
that a functioning associational Sunday school organization
is one of the greatest missionary agencies we have!

I. WHY SHoOULD THE AssociaTioN BE ORGANIZED FOR
Sunpay ScHooL WORK?

1. Limited time for and nature of the program in the
annual meeting of the district association does not give time
for discussion of plans and methods of Sunday school work.
The usual time for the district associational meeting is
two days, Is it too much to say that most of the informa-
tion many of our rural people receive regarding our de-
nominational work comes from the annual district
associational meeting? These meetings are not frequent
enough to keep all our people informed and working at the
essential things all the time.

2. Sunday school possibilities demand it. ‘There have
been three stages in the development of our Sunday school
work. First, church toleration. For many years some of
our churches simply tolerated the Sunday school idea.
Second, church control. Tor twenty years we have advo-
cated “church control” until the majority of our Baptist
churches, in one way or another, select and elect the Sunday
school officers and teachers. Third, church utilization. 1
mean by this, the church utilizing the Sunday school organi-
zation. It seems to me that this is the one open way, the
one practical- way, the one sure way to develop our rural
churches. The church meets every Sunday in'the capacity
of a teaching service. Most of them meet once a month for
a preaching service. The church can and should function
every Sunday through the Sunday school organization in
Bible study, in worship, in missionary emphasis, and in
scriptural, systematic giving. The work of the rural pastor
is to develop his church with fourth-time preaching, and,
necessarily absent from the field the most of the time, the
Sunday school offers this opportunity.

3. Our unenlisted churches call for 2. What shall we
do with our non-contributing churches? Some suggest drop-
ping them from our denominational minutes. Think of a
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farmer giving away part of his land just because he hag
not cultivated it and so had not received a harvest, although
the land was rich and fertile! If we are missionary Bap-
tists, then there is only one thing we can do—develop then,
Despite the smallness and loneliness and barrenness so of.
ten found in the rural community, God and the hereafter
are mighty real to the people who worship there. We are
inclined to confuse bigness with greatness. Some people
seem to believe that the power of a church is indicated by
the size of its membership. While the results of a sma]]
church are frequently inconspicuous, the importance of
such work is easily recognized by thoughtful people, and
certainly by Christian people looking at this task with the
eyes of Christ. The small church in a rural community is of
tremendous importance to the individuals in that community,
State Mission money given to an absentee pastor, who goes
once a month to preach and does not lead the church to
develop its work to the point of self-support and support
of outside causes, is largely wasted. The right kind of
associational work will lead these churches to demand a pro-
gram of enlargement and enlistment.

4. The condition of our mission causes makes it imper-
ative, Unless Southern Baptists conserve, develop, and
enlist our rural churches our mission causes will continue
to be greatly hindered. Merely to teach the general idea
of generosity and stewardship will not build up the habit
of scriptural giving. A systematic method must be adopted,
and all our people actually enlisted until the habit is formed,
A functioning associational organization can be used not
only to teach stewardship, but to provide and advocate
a practical plan whereby any rural church can give each
member of the congregation an opportunity to give every
Sunday to all the causes of our denomination.

II. Prax oF ORGANIZATION NEEDED

The Associational Standard sets out the plan of organiza-
tion needed.

ASSOCIATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL STANDARD

/l. Offcers

1. The officers shall be an associational superintendent, secretary-
treasurer, and a group superintendent for each group.

2. The association shall be divided into two or more groups of
churches according to their accessibility., There shall not be over
ten churches in any one group.

11, Meetings

1. There shall be held a monthly meeting of the associational
officers.

2. There shall be held monthly under the direction of the asso-
ciational superintendent a meeting for all the Sunday school workers
in the association. Fifty per cent of the schools shall be represented
by at least one general officer.

111, Reports
1. Seventy-five per cent of the Sunday school superintendents
shall make a monthly report to the associational superintendent and
this report must be in the hands of the associational superintendent
at least three days before the monthly meeting.
2. The associational superintendent shall make a monthly report
to the State Sunday School Department.

1V, Extension and Enlargement

1. There shali be a Sunday school in every co-operating church in
the association as reported by letter to the association, or to the
state secretary, for the calendar year.

2. Fifty per cent of the schools shall take a religious census each
calendar year and the information shall be used in an effort to
build up the membership of the school.

V. Standardization

1. Fifty per cent of the schools in the association shall be stand-
ard schools, according to the Standard of Excellence of the Baptist
Sunday School Board.

III. WHuy THis TYPE OF ASSOCIATIONAL ORGANIZATION?

1. Enlists an army of volunteer workers. We have 912
district associations. These associational superintendents
and group superintendents serve without any monetary con-
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sideration. Our denomination could never hope to employ
enough paid workers to even approximate the carrying out
of any great program of enlistment touching in a vital way
all our churches. If we help these rural churches, we must
do it with them and in them and not at long range.

2. Provides frequent meetings. Fifth Sunday meetings
or even quarterly meetings are rot frequent enough to keep
the churches that need help working constantly at the essen-
tial things. Monthly meetings are essential to have a func-
tioning association. Monthly meetings can be held and all
the work of the churches greatly strengthened. Many will
testify to the truth of this statement.

3. Secures frequent reports based on essentials, ‘The
monthly reports serve to keep a program of work before
the churches. They also serve as an incentive to keep the
leaders working at these things all the time. The govern-
ment, banks, railroads, in fact, all successful business con-
cerns, demand frequent reports, and the reports are based
on the things the organization is seeking to do. What
should a Sunday school do? Reach people? Then keep
this before the leaders month after month. What should
a Sunday school do? Teach the Bible? Then urge it and
magnify it by asking for a report on this one thing month
after month. What should a Sunday school do? Win the
lost? Monthly reports on this work will keep it fresh in
the minds of church leaders that this is the supreme thing.
What should a Sunday school do? Have good teaching?
Then by monthly reports urge a training program for each
church. What should a Sunday school do? Teach and
enlist each member of the congregation in scriptural giv-
ing? Then encourage and advocate this through monthly
reports. The Sunday School Bcard furnishes all the report
blanks needed without cost to the associational officers.

4. Presents practical, helpful programs in the monthly
meetings. An effort is made to bring all the pastors, super-
intendents and other officers and teachers together once each
month. Here plans are presented, aims are accepted,
promises are made, plans and methods which have proved
resultful become available for all the churches. Wrong
conceptions are corrected, information is given, opportuni-
ties are presented, obligations are realized and accepted.
Here the associational officers have twelve opportunities to
help all the churches: the weak would be strengthened and
the strong made stronger.

Through the monthly meetings, monthly reports and
monthly programs, all the churches in an association can be
touched and helped. Such a program discourages spas-
modic efforts and advocates and plans for continuous efforts
in all the work of the church.

IV. THE ASSOCIATIONAL STANDARD THE ANSWERS TO A
FuNcTIONING ASSOCIATIONAL ORGANIZATION

1. The Associational Standard is adaptable. It requires
the minimum of officers. As many can be used as the work
demands. The programs in the monthly meetings can be
{).lanned to meet the needs of the churches in the associa-
ion,

2. Continuous in its efforts. The requirements keep all
of the Sunday schools in an association, aiming at the best
all of the time. This is done by the monthly meetings,
monthly reports, and monthly programs, also by the con-
tinuous efforts of the associational officers.

3. It has proved resultful. This plan of associational
work is only two years old. In 1929 there were five Stand-
ard Associations. These five associational superintendents

will be more than glad to give to anyone interested, any
information as to the value of this work. They are: E. M.
Agee, Wichita Falls, Texas; W. M. Wilson, Elliston, Ky.;
J. T. Jefferies, Campbellsburg, Ky.; G. G. Page, Kings
Mountain, N, C.: F. L. Hopkins, Corsicana, Texas. Some
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ot!lers who have been equally as successful are: G. C. Burks,
Vmen}ont, Ala.; L. B. Tapscott, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Dr. R.
g. E:Vﬂson, Temple, Texas; Rev. B. E. Morris, Statesville,

V. WHAT MissioNarRy PUrRPOSES MAyY 1T SERVE?

1. Better Bible teaching. Through training classes
planned and conducted in all the rural churches, through
weekly meetings for officers and teachers and threugh the
right use of good literature, better Bible teaching will re-
sult. All these methods of training our officers and teachers
the associational organization seeks to promote in all the
churches. During 1929 a number of associational superin-
tendents were successful in planning for and conducting
simultaneous training schools in all the churches in the as-
sociation. In this way methods can be projected, missions
can be emphasized, evangelism can be urged, and churches
which could not be reached in any other way can be enlisted
in a training program.

2. Enlargement of our Sunday school attendance.
Through association-wide enlargement campaigns followed
by a functioning associational organization, many rural
Sunday schools have been led to double the attendance.
This means more church members studying the Bible. When
we get all our church members in Sunday school and really
teach them the Bible, enlistmen: will be only a matter of
providing plans and methods. Our people will seek to do
what they know God in his Word commands them to do.

3. Weekly giving. It makes no difference whether a
church has preaching once a month, twice a2 month, or every
Sunday, this plan can be used. This is the scriptural plan
and every church should follow it. In this type of asso-
ciational work this plan is strongly advocated. I believe
that a plan of weekly giving in the majority of our rural
churches will greatly strengthen our work. A number of
rural churches are using this plan and finding it very suc-
cessful.

4. Creates a demand for better preachers. Some of the
very best preachers and pastors we have are serving rural
churches. Some of the best churches we have are rural
churches. We are forced to admit, however, that in many
of our rural churches as in all of our churches the work is
being greatly hampered by preachers who do not lead their
churches to anything, not even in evangelism. Many of
our churches are not going to demand preachers who can
and will provide plans and methods which will reach and
enlist the people until they are lead to see the need. The
worst curse of our rural churches is not fourth-time preach-
ing. It is not so much a question of more preaching as it
is of the right kind of preaching, and the use of definite
plans which will enable a church to reach the people. A
functioning associational Sunday school organization with
frequent meetings, regular reports and helpful practical pro-
grams will help our rural churches to. demand preachers
who not only can preach but who will also develop and

enlist.

VI. NEEDS FOR PROMOTION OF ASSOCIATIONAL WORK

1. Pastors. ‘This is a missionary work. The strong
churches must help the weak. Surely a church, like an in-
dividual, should not be selfish. If the pastors in our stronger
churches will see that the association is organized, the As-
sociational Standard adopted, the right individuals elected
as associational leaders, encourage the officers, and co-
operate in the meetings, the work can be made to serve all
the churches. The churches really needing this help will
never be benefited unless the leaders in the stronger churches
take the lead. It seems to me as much an obligation here

as to help any of our mission causes. In fact, one of the-

ways in which our stronger churches can help all our work
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is by co-operating in the development of all our weaker
churches.

2. Leaders. This is a task for laymen. In many places
some pastor will have to accept the position of associational
superintendent at first, but as soon as possible, it seems that
a capable layman should be used. Certainly if a pastor’s
work is so planned that he can give some time to this work,
he can render a much needed service. Let the pastors in
the association see that the right leaders are selected.

The success of this work depends largely upon holding
the monthly meetings, securing monthly reports, and having
helpful practical programs in the monthly meetings. Q}mr-
terly or fifth-Sunday meetings will help, but such meetings
are not frequent enough to keep the churches interested and
working.

Country Churches That Will

" Succeed and Live

By Rev. ]. Fred Eden, Jr., Macon, Georgia

The “day of the rural church” gives many indications
that it is seriously on the wane. Within the next score of
years there will doubtless be witnessed the slow, steady
and sure death of scores of hundreds of rural Baptist
churches in the South. Nor should there be much cause
for sorrow over the demise of many of them; for “he that
runs may read” the most decidedly patent reasons for their
disintegration.

Causes FOrR DyinG RurarL CHURCHES

The small country church instituted within one to three
miles of neighboring Baptist churches because of the “picay-
unishness” of some family or small group (or clique), or to
have a small neighborhood religious and social gathering
place, is inevitably doomed. That church in the open country
that refuses to give birth to teaching and training and de-
veloping organizations will die a sure death of attrition
and atrophy. Hundreds of these religious congregations
will see their one-room, unlovely, antiquated buildings rot
down; because their children are being weaned away from
the archaic and inadequate preaching program and “preach-
ing station.” The amazing growth of the towns and cities,
the industrialization of our great Southland, the ability to
feed our teeming millions with “machinized” farming has
caused the desertion of hundreds of thousands of farms,
and the resultant collapse of many rural churches. Modern
consolidated schools and compulsory education are giving
us an educated generation that find little of contemporary
and enthusiastic religious interest in the uneducated absen-
tee preacher of their fathers and the grievously unsatisfac-
tory and limited horizon of their local once-a-month church.
Present-day twentieth century life has mounted on the wings
of the airplane, courses with the lightning speed of the
motor-car, communicates through the amazing wonders of
the radio, “thrills” with the spectacle of the audible
“movies,” feeds the mind out of the maws of thousands of
rotary printing presses. Yet, we see fully fifty to seventy-
five per cent of our country churches still ‘‘doing business
for the Lord” with the ox-cart and tallow candle method
and concept!

Maxkine TueyM “Live Acain”

The rural church has been too much of a static pheno-
menon in a dynamic age and environment. The rural mind
has been characterized as isolated, suspicious, conservative
and often reactionary, biased and prejudiced, with over-
whelming “bent” to custom and tradition. May it be said
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that the slowest and last phase of human interest and e.

deavor in which progress is made is in the religious pyr. |

suit. As a consequence we see the rural dweller sloughip
off his ancient farming practices and implements; filling hjs
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home with modern appliances—from parlor to kitchen: evep,

today aligning himself with the most highly organized mark.

eting agencies in the world; the while he joyously sends §

his children to a beautiful consolidated school in a motor-by;,
The contrast! He carries his family, in a late-model car, o
an improved road, to an inexpensive churchhouse, once 3
month, to hear a preacher who perforce makes the ministry
his avocation. That is the average Southern rural Baptigt
church!

But scores of country church communities are so com.
pletely bursting the chrysalis of bygone ideas that ever and
anon the traveler comes full upon a beautiful “church plant,”
hard by road or highway; and upon questioning a passerby
he learns that a half or full-time pastor lives near, the
church is fully equipped for all trairing organizations; and
that the selfsame church and nearby school form the very
center of power, life, progress and on-going for the whole
countryside. Every few weeks the news comes that another
rural church is building, organizing and training for the
future; until our hearts pulse with joy as we hear of them
verily coming to “live again”—to meet the needs, outlook,
conditions, and demands of this complex age.

THEIR DIFFICULTIES AND NEEDS

How tragic it is that myriads of our rural church com-
munities have so little education that not a woman can be
found who can direct a missionary society, not enough cap-
able young people to conduct a B.Y.P.U., nor often a hand-
ful that could sustain a Bible school. But another genera-
tion will find that condition tremendously bettered.

An untrained and absentee ministry is one of the gravest
problems we have to face: and just so long as veritable regi-
ments of our churches remain in their ignorantly blissful
satisfaction with such a condition, just that long will we
find the great mass of our members unenlisted and unde-
veloped.

However, there are two basic phases of financial better-
ment that must eventuate in such communities before the
churches will warrant their ministers being adequately
trained, and will use them from “half to full-time,” as
real pastors. The first is the necessity for scientific, pro-
gressive and lucrative farming, since the income of hosts
of our farmers affords only a miserable existence. Then there
must be insistently inculcated in our rural parishoners the
great principles of stewardship and worthy systematic
finances, in kingdom affairs.

The wide-spread custom of “Sunday visiting” and the
multiplicity of “all-day Sunday sings” are two serious detri-
ments to the real development of well-rounded and efficient
rural churches.

Too many small churches, with one-room “meeting houses”
and a non-developing program of once-a-month preaching
and a week’s “big meeting” in mid-summer give us a pic-
ture of an enormous cross-section of our denomination’s
hugest problem.

Factors FacinG TowarRp LEFFICIENCY AND SUCCESS

Twentieth century power, progress, proficiency and per-
sistence must pulse profoundly into the country church pur-
view if many of them are to live and “serve well their day.”
Too long has the idea been prevalent that the Spirit of
God is capricious, of spasmodic emotion, and uncertain tem
perament; and because of that how grievously recent are
the terms ‘“‘church efficiency,” “a twelve-month program,"
“sane and cumulative objectives.”
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This writer has rather uncomfortable memory of the re-
ceptions accorded him when he first promulgated elabora-
tions and programs developed around those concepts, scarce
more than a decade agone! This good day though we have

rofessorships in our seminaries encompassing such courses,
and the Sunday School Board’s Church Administration,
HomEe AND FOREIGN FiELDS, and a half-score of late books;
and our state Baptist organs give elaborate and frequent
space to large amplifications of these matters.

Rural church success of the very near future will be
found in the climination of many small churches; the erec-
tion of well-equipped buildings; payment of living salaries
to pastors, and having half to full-time service from them,
with a cumulative program of ministerial training; churches
with well-wrought-out programs of aims and objectives;
a continuous development in Bible financing and steward-
ship; “evergreen” teaching and training organizations, and
a year-round program of evangelism.

As to “standards” for measuring the efficiency and suc-
cess of rural churches the writer fully agrees with Dr.
J. W. Jent in the postulate that because of the varied con-
ditions and sizes and needs of our great number of rural
churches a “one-basis” standard is unwise and impracticable,
save on some four or five inclusive and elemental deter-
minants. Dr. Jent has certain progressive and percentage-
marking standards that are epochal and superb, and worthy
of wide-spread study and adoption.

In collaboration he and the writer have promulgated
“standards, twelve-month programs, efficiency points, and
programs of objectives” that cannot be set forth nor ade-
quately treated in an article of this brevity.

The assertions, hypotheses, prophecies and settings-forth
of factors for life and success for country churches, written
in this article are not visionary and far-fetched; there are
fully a half-thousand that at this hour are “showing the
way,” in the bounds of our Southern Baptist Convention.

Our leadership must address itself to the multiform rural
church problem!

A Practical Program of Country
Church Enlistment

By Rev. V. C. Kincaid, Evangelist for the Alabama Baptist
State Convention

When we discuss country church enlistment we are under-
taking the most difficult task among Southern Baptists, and
we are entering the most needy field, also the most neg-
lected. In many instances the country churches do not want
to be enlisted, and especially is this true of their leaders,
deacons, and sometimes pastors. It is discouraging to give
medicine to a patient when he does not want to take the
medicine. However, in our experience we find many, many
thousands of our counrty people who are longing for some
one to lead them out into more useful fields. They have
that real heart-longing to do their Master's will in an effi-
Clent way.

WHERE To ENLIST FIRST

The pastor, as has been said many times, is the key. We
must enlist the pastors first by getting them dissatisfied
with what they are doing, and with what their churches are
doing. This may be done by holding “preachers’ schools,”
lasting five days, in each association, at least once a year,
perferably at a different church each year. These schools
should run six or seven hours each day, covering all phases
of our denominational work, majoring on the Bible. The
night services should be strictly evangelistic, and the whole
community invited to attend.
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Second, we must enlist the local church. This we try
to do by holding what we call an “evangelistic school” in
local churches. This school usually assembles two or three
times each day, about one and one-half hours each period,
teaching stewardship and other kindred subjects, and em-
phasizing evangelism at the night service by teaching
personal soul-winning for one hour, and bringing an evan-
gelistic message the last thirty minutes. The one thing we
keep before the churches all the time is an adequate support
for their pastor, and when they do this, it is comparatively
casy to get them interested in the larger work of the de-
nomination. When the churches become interested to the
point of adequate pastoral support, so that the pastor can
give more time and thought to his divine calling, which is
the shepherding of the flock for his Master, then they will
soon “look on the fields, that they are white already unto
harvest.”

Why So Maxy UNENLISTED?

Many churches are unenlisted because of lack of in-
formation. There are literally hundreds of our churches
in the country where not a single member even takes the
denominational paper. All they read along the religious
line is their Bibles, and some few a Sunday school quar-
terly. We need to get our good literature into their hands,
such as tracts, the denominational paper, and the different
magazines. The pastors need to carry a bundle of tracts
and sample magazines with them to each appointment.
I find the people ready and willing to read when the mat-
ter is presented to them properly.

A TEST
A\ reasonable test of enlistment for a country church, to
my mind, would be something like the following:

First, a reasonable salary fer the pastor, not less than
$25.00 a month for fourth-time preaching.

Second, a Sunday school with at least six or eight classes,
and a live superintendent. The room should be curtained
off where there are no rooms.

Third, at least two of the four B.YV.P.U. departments,
working towards the others.

Fourth, at least two of the W.M.U. organizations—a .

Sunbeam Band and a W.M.S.—and each of these organi-
zations having at least a week’s training once a year.

Fifth, at least ten days each year given to an evangelistic
campaign which is preceded by a thorough religious cen-
sus and a series of prayer meetings, and in charge of the
strongest evangelist it is possible to secure.

EsseExTIAL STEPS

Get in touch with the churches which need enlistment.
This should be done through the Executive Committee of
the association, and can be worked out more easily through
an itinerary of a certain group of churches. Three or more
workers should be selected to present the whole denomina-
tional program, not just one or two departments of our
work. There should be an evangelistic address at the close
of the services at least each night, and a strong appeal made
to reach the lost. If the churches are not too great a dis-
tance apart these workers can work two or three churches
at a time for six days, closing Friday night—each of them
alternating each morning, afternoon and night, which will
keep up the interest, and get the crowds. These groups of
workers should be selected as follows: Two or more denomi-
national workers, and the others from the local association,
such as pastors, Sunday school, B.Y.P.U., and W.M.U.
workers. This can be done during the winter months when
the farmers are not busy, or at such other times as can be
arranged.
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THE TwOFOLD APPEAL

The most effective appeal that can be made is the enrich-
ment of the spiritual life of the membership of the church,
and the salvation of the lost “unto the uttermost part of ’.(he
world.” Any plan that does not seem to have the salvation
of the lost in it will not make its way into the 1 sarts of
our Baptist people; and this plan must be plain and simple
to reach the ears of our people. .

May our Lord speed the day when all of our denomina-
tional interests will use all our agencies to reach and
enlist the hundreds of unenlisted churches, and millions of
unenlisted members throughout our Southern Baptist Zion!

Visitation Evangelism in the
Country Church

By Rev. Henry W. McLaughlin, Director of the Country
Church Department of the Presbyterian Church in the
United Stales

There was a time when the impenitent came to church.
Today few of the great mass of unevangelized in the large
cities ever come under the sound of a preacher’s voice. This
is also becoming true in the rural districts. There was a
time when the unconverted would flock in great numbers to
an extensively advertised meeting conducted by some
famous evangelist, but they will not do it now. The audi-
ences of these meetings are made up almost entirely of
church members. The unregenerate would rather go to the
theater, the baseball park or some other place of amusement.

LEARNING FROM MODERN BUSINESS

Preaching will not evangelize the sinners unless they are
present to hear it. The exigencies of the times demand that
methods different from those successful at other periods
must be put into operation. There was a time when people
would read tracts but they will not do it to any great extent
now. There is too much else to read that is more interesting
to the impenitent. There never was a time when the gospel
had more counter attractions. What is to be done?

We may be able to learn something from business. Men
in the business world have changed their methods to meet
changed conditions. How do wholesale merchants sell their
goods? Not like their fathers did. Do they wait for cus-
tomers to come? Any wholesale merchant who would adhere
to that policy today would go into bankruptcy. Men are sent
in person to the trade, and it is secured. How do life in-
surance companies secure such a vast business? They send
trained men who by personal appeal convince the prospec-
tive buyer that it is to his advantage to insure his life.
Insurance men of long experience say that they have never
had a single individual, of his own accord, apply for life
insurance.

There is no other method of exerting influence that gets
more satisfactory results than through personality. There
is no other way to reach the unevangelized in this new day,
unless we can get the individuals of our congregations, in
both city and country, to do visitation evangelism. So long
as our people refuse to do this the great masses of men,
women, and children will remain without the pale of the
church. If sinners are to be brought to Christ they must
be reached as individuals by individuals. As servants of
the Master Christians must “go out into the highways and
hedges and compel them to come in”—compel them by the
tactful, earnest, and sympathetic Christlike touch. The
gospel of Jesus Christ is still “the power of God unto salva-
tion to everyone that believeth.” It is a changeless gospel,
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but the conditions are changing. If we are to bring mep
to Christ, under the blessing of God, in this new day we
must use those methods best suited to our age. This hae
been called the new evangelism, but it is the old evangelisp,
It was Christ’s method. It was the method of his disciples,
Andrew brought Peter. John brought James, Philiy
brought Nathanael. One by one the church grew.

THE WHOLE CHURCH EXNLISTED

It is pleasing to a preacher to feel that he is the sole
agent in bringing people into the church, but that is not
the best way. Members brought into the church by the
pastor alone do not become so cemented into the church as
they do when brought in by the members. Too many joip
the preacher rather than the church. If a preacher is to
widen his influence and make it permanent he must act
through his church members. He should act as the head of
his congregation, not in its stead. “He is to preach to the
church from the gospel so that the church may preach the
gospel to the world.” Every preperly constituted church i
an evangelizing agency. It is a life-saving station and ite
members a life-saving crew. “It is God’s ordained mis
sionary society, and every member a life member.”

Every pastor should be an evangelist—but through hir
church rather than apart from it. If Christ had trusted te
immediate contact with the world, Christianity would have
been a failure. It was not enough for him to influence men-
he must influence the world through men. This was neces-
sary that his influence might become permanent and world-
wide. He gathered about him a few men, taught, trained
and sent them forth to tell other men. Every body of dis
ciples became an evangelizing agency. ‘“They went every-
where preaching the gospel.” If Christ and Paul did not
try to operate alone, no ordinary preacher should attempt
it. Many ministers fail, not because they are not good
operators, but because they are poor co-operators. It is fa~
better for the sinner to be brought to Christ through the
efforts of one of the members than for the pastor to be the
sole agent. In the sphere of the kingdom a work don~
through another secures a triple blessing. A pastor whe
inspires one of his members to bring a sinner to the Saviour,
secures a blessing for himself, cne for the saved sinner, and
one for the member. It may have been this Christian’s firs*
achievement; it will not be his last. A new evangelizing
force has been started in the world.

What our churches need is unity of life. This can be
realized only when the pastor has his members associated
with him in the business of evangelism. A bond of unity
develops in the fellowship of service. The church thus be-
comes an organism, rather than a mechanism, constructed
by the pastor. It will continue its life development whether
it has a preacher or not. There is nothing that is a better
stimulus to consistency, nothing more conducive to Chris-
tian growth, than the consciousness of the fact that they
as members of the church are partners in the business of
soul-saving. A feeling of responsibility for others is both
rein and spur.

On Mother’s Day, 1929, a visit was made to a country
church in the Valley of Virginia, where sixteen years had
been spent by the writer in a very happy pastorate. It1S
a farmers’ church located in the open country with oak and
maple trees about it, and nearby runs a clear, trickling,
mountain stream. The membership consists almost entirely
of large landowners, small landowners, and tenants. On
the day of the visit there were one hundred twenty-seven
present in the older men’s Bible class, which had grown
from a humble beginning. In the afternoon about eight
hundred people gathered under the shade of the trees on
the lawn, and I spoke to them from the front steps of the
church. I was a city pastor before I was promoted to this
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congregation. I made a study of'personal evangelism just
B Lcfore the call was accepted. During this pastorate I tried,
® in an imperfect way, to practice in person and through the
¥ Lembers visitation evangelism in this country parish. There
# ere received annually an average of twenty-nine persons
¥ on profession of faith. If the work had been more faith-
fully performed the results would have been greater. Not
i withstanding the large loss by death and removal to city
Y churches during these sixteen years the church doubled its
# membership, growing from three hundred thirty-five to six
H hundred seventy. During this period I learned as much
’ by my failures as by my successes.

B Orcanizing THE WORK

# If I were to become the pastor of a country church again,
t I would rely even more upon visitation evangelism. Permit
8 me to give here my own ideas of what should be done, based
§ upon practical experience with ways unsuccessful and suc-
H cessful. Having decided upon the parish boundary, I
¥ would make a complete survey, securing the co-operation
of the people. I would have a house-to-house canvass made,
i calling it an every-member friendly visitation.
#§  TFor this canvass there would be made the following prep-
¥ arations: I would call together a number of faithful, con-
B sistent men and women and explain the whole scheme to
f them. Then I would select a director whose business it
would be to organize the campaign and to whom reports
should be made. The visitors should be chosen. Each
should have a copy of Fishers of Mern and study it. This
is an edition of the New Testament edited by Wade C.
Smith. I would insist upon each visitor reading at least
two books on some form of personal work. I would sug-
i gest Visitation Evangelism, by Kernahan; Adventures in
{ Visitation Evangelism, by Kernahan; Come and See, by
Wade C. Smith; Every-Member Evangelism, by Conant.
! After these books had been read and personal instruction
# given, I would take the following steps:
1. The community should be districted.
2. Canvassers appointed and assigned.
3. Prayer made for God’s guidance with each group.
: 4. Instructions given to talk with the people about community
1 betterment, especially through the church.
5. Instructions to foster community spirit and church loyalty.
‘ 6. Instructions to read some appropriate passages of Scripture and
f offer prayer in each family.
7. Instructions on how to fill blanks and secure information with
@ as little ostentation as possible.
§ 8. Instructions to secure pledges for future conduct and make
il the answer (yes), (with a circle around it).
9. Instructions to return promptly the reports to the director of
the canvass,
8 10. The canvassers should be sent out, scripturally, two and two.
This canvass may be made in one day. It is important
§ that results be tabulated and a systematic follow-up work
| be carried on. A map of each district, and also of the whole
§ community, should be made, locating each home. If so
§ desired, the denominational complexity of each home may
| be indicated on this map by colored headed pins. I have
j used 2 manila envelope with instructions for making the
{ canvass on the back. In this envelope there is a pad with
§ fifteen sheets with blanks providing for information to make
g 2 card index for each family, and a card for each member
: of the family. This outfit is sufficient for each pair of
4 Visitors, providing their district does not contain more than
# fifteen families.
§ Appropriate places are provided on the blanks for name
i and address of head of family, names of members, ages,
| iInformation showing whether they owned or rented their
| Place, public school attendance, church membership, church
g preferred, distance from church, regularity of attendance,
g membership in Sunday school, membership in young peo-
1 ple’s society, those who had been baptized, whether family
| Worship is conducted, what church paper is taken, whether
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family has an automobile and if they will use it to bring
themselves and others to church. There would also be the
usual space for remarks.

This plan prevents overlapping and guarantees that no
family and no individual are overlooked. It offers an op-
portunity to approach each individual in a natural way.

APPROACHING THE UNREACHED

Suppose we are two visitors who have been properly pre-
pared and to whom fifteen families have been assigned.
Our prime object is to lead each person in our district to
Christ. We should approach our task as did Frances Rid-
ley Havergal when she was invited to spend a fortnight in
a family where there were ten persons, most of them not
members of the church and the others not rejoicing Chris-
tians. She said that she prayed that God would give her
every one of them, and before she had left the home God
had answered her prayer. She said that the last night in
the home she was so happy she could not sleep, and there
came to her the poem which has been sung around the world,
“Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.”

There will be found some persons who are members of
the church, but not rejoicing Christians. These may be
members who are not church-going. It is advisable to get
as much information before reaching the home as possible.
We should get the information as applied to the whole
family; but it is the individual that is of vital importance.

We should deal first with the father. We should find
out in the most tactful way possible whether or not he is
a member of the church. If he is not we should visit with
him about his soul, using mainly Scripture quotations. We
should try to follow as nearly as possible the example of
Jesus as he talked with the woman at the weli. He talked
first about something in which she was interested. He
formed a point of contact, he led her to talk of herself and
her beliefs and then tactfully led her to drink of the Water
of Life. She was led not only to accept salvation, but to
become a witness-bearer of the truth. There is no finer
manual for the personal worker than is found in the first,
third, and fourth chapters of the Gospel of John.

We should next find out whether this man is a regular
attendant at church or not. There .are many members of
the church, especially in the country districts, who do not
attend church and seem to have but little idea of what it
means to be a Christian. I would say to such a person:
“We need your presence at church for the sake of your
example to others, for the sake of your children and your
neighbors.” We should try to show him that the church
is God’s divinely ordained missionary society and every
member a life member, and that no man is a true member
of the church who does not try to bring others to know
Jesus Christ. We should try to show him that the church
is God’s divinely instituted society for answering the prayer
of Christendom, “Thy kingdom come”; and that every man
who honestly wants to see the rule of Christ in the hearts
of men should ally himself with the church, not only by
membership, but by attendance and by actual participa-
tion in its worship and all of its activities. We should show
him that if he is going to help the church in its divinely
appointed task his presence is necessary. We should say
to him, “We are starting things anew, and we need your
presence. Will you not promise that you will come regu-
larly?” If he says he will we should write “Yes,” with a
circle around it, showing that he had made the promise.

Next we should ask whether he attended Sunday school.
He may say that when he joined the church he attended
Sunday school for a while but got careless about his Chris-
tian 'living, stopped attending church, and dropped out of
Sunday school. We should tell him that we wanted to start
a men’s Bible class, and wanted him to come and bring his
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neighbors. We would remind him that he had some influ-
ence and, with his help, we can have a real Sunday school.
If he promised, we would put another “Yes,” with a circle
around it.

Our next question should be: “Have you family worship
in your home?” He may answer something like this: “No,
I am sorry to tell you we do not. When I joined the church
the minister told me I should have a family altar in my
home. e did establish it and kept it up for a while. My
life is not what it ought to be. That boy of mine knows
me pretty well. For years we have had no reading of the
Scriptures or prayer in our home.” We would make some
such reply as this: “You might talk it over with your boy
and tell him that we are beginning things anew in this
neighborhood and ask his co-operation, as well as that of
the other members of the family, in maintaining the family
altar where a passage of Scripture will be read and prayer
offered. It is easier to maintain a family altar in a country
home than in the city, as the family is more of a unit, the
pursuits of the various members of the family are much the
same, and things are not so hurried.” If he agreed to estab-
lish family worship we would record it as before.

We should next take up with him the matter of a religious
paper in the home and talk to him about the importance of
having the right kind of reading for the children, if possible
getting his subscription at once, or his promise to subscribe.

If my fellow visitor and I have succeeded so well with a
man like this we have done a good day’s work. We may
get refusals right straight through. But if we fail with
the head of the household, there is the wife. I know some
homes in which the husbands are not Christians, but where
the mothers have been brought to know Christ and have as-
sumed the responsibility of Christian leadership in the
family. We may fail with the mother; but there are the
children, each one of them. If we reach the children and
enlist their participation in an active, religious program,
there are strong probabilities that the parents will be
reached. In more than one home I know of parents having
been brought to Christ through the influence of their chil-
dren.

One of the very essential things in the every-family
friendly visitation is the follow-up work. One pair of
canvassers may have in some cases failed; but they have
been able to get the information, and the work should be
followed up by persons who have special gifts and can
make points of contact and reach the individuals.

As pastor, I would preach to the whole congregation a
series of sermons on evangelism. Subjects like this may
be selected: “Every Member of the Church a Soul-Winner,”
“The Joys of Personal Work,” “The Method of Jesus in
Building his Church,” etc. No minister can expect to have
a soul-winning church who is not himself a soul-winning
minister. His sermons need not all be termed evangelistic,
but all should have an evangelistic note, calculated to in-
form and inspire his people in the ways of evangelism.

Txe HopPE oF A BETTER Day

We should not confuse evangelism with revival meetings.
I believe in revival meetings, but it is a mistake for any
country congregation to depend upon them as their sole
program of evangelism. The schedule of too many churches
is a revival meeting and a backsliding. An old woman in
giving her experience, said: “I have been a member of the
church for nigh on to forty years, off and on.” One of the
prime requisites for the building of the kingdom of God
among the country people is the three hundred sixty-five
day program of evangelism cn the part of the country
church. It requires a higher type of Christian living to be
able to carry on continuous activity in soul-winning than

to be able to do personal work during the period of an em.
tional meeting.

The greatest difficulty is that there are but few country |
communities in which there is a country church that real]
functions. There are many little buildings, many little or-t
ganizations, but the country multitudes are as sheep sat. !
tered abroad, having no shepherd. Most of these littlei
country churches have only an occasional preaching seryig, !
by an absentee minister. There is no permanent, adequate
program of teaching or of evangelism. :

¢

Where the country community does not have a residentI

minister, or a church organization capable of putting ¢ |
an adequate program of religious education and Visitation
evangelism, it becomes the duty of the churches in the neg;.
est town to go out to the country people, ecither by orgap.
izing and sending bands of Christian men and women, o
better still by supporting trained Christian workers to liye
among the country people and train local leaders for the
task.

The town is the capital of the countryside. It is the trade
center; sometimes it is the school center. The town is de-
pendent upon the country. If the countryside should cease
to trade with the town and send its people to populate it
the town could not survive. The town has an obligation to
provide for the country people the right kind of religious
privileges.

I know a town church that has done just this thing
Twenty years ago there was in the county one church of
this denomination. The men of the church were organized
and sent out to do visitation evangelism and organize Sun-
day shcools and to provide for paid, trained workers.
Twenty years ago there was one manse, now four manses;
one preacher, now five preachers; one church, now nine
churches; then four hundred members, now one thousand
nine hundred members; then $50,000 worth of property, new
$500,000 worth of property. The town church should, by
this method of visitation evangelism and Sunday school
work, strive to make every dweller in the countryside a
Christian. It is not only the ccmmand of the Master, but
the real growth and spirituality of the town church depends
upon such a course of action.

There are hundreds of thousands of country homes
throughout the nation that have never been visited by 2
minister or other Christian worker. The spiritual destitu-
tion in many of our rural areas, especially where whit
tenancy is prevalent, is appalling. The cities of the nation,
where crime is so prevalent, have large numbers who we
originally country people, who were born and reared in
communities where the people have been underprivileged
in sanitation, social advantages, economic privileges, educ
tional facilities, and religious opportunities. There ar
many things in our national life that are calculated to giv
us grave concern.

What hope is there of a better day? The future of
America is threatened unless it can be made Christian, ndt
only in name, but in fact. America can never be made
Christian by Christianizing only its towns and cities. It
must be made Christian in the source of its supply. We do
not expect fruitful orchards without nurseries, abun.dzﬂ1t
harvests without seed plots, nor great rivers without spring
Dr. George W. Truett recently said, “We are at the daw
of the world’s greatest tomorrow.” That can be made pos
sible only if America becomes Christian. I do not know
any way to make it Christian, other than by a widespread
continuous visitation evangelism in city, town, and country
side. 4

(From the Biblical Review of January, 1930, c‘om‘fié’/”"‘%' .’yb
lished by The Biblical Seminary in New York.. Used by permission
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.The Call of the Country Parish

By Kenyon L. Butterfield, President of the Massachusells
&4 1 gricultural College, Member of the Commission on

Country Life

® The countryside is calling, calling for men. Vexing
problems of labor and of life disturb our m.u!ds in country
B 25 in city. The workers of the land are striving to make a
! better use of their resources of soil and climate, and are
§ secking both larger wealth and a higher welfare. But the
{ striving and the seeking raise new questions of great public
{ concen.  Social institutions have developed to meet these
new issues. But the great need of the present is leadership.
| Only men can vitalize institutions. We need leaders among
the farmers themselves, we need leaders in education, lead-
 ers in organization and co-operation. So the country
B church is calling for men of God to go forth to war against
all the powers of evil that prey upon the hearts of the men
who live upon the land, as well as upon the people in palace
j and tenement.

The country church wants men of vision, who see through
# the incidental, the small, the transient, to the fundamental,
| the large, the abiding issues that the countryman must face
and conquer.

She wants practical men, who seek the mountaintop by
the obscure and steep paths of daily toil and real living,
men who can bring things to pass, secure tangible results.

She wants original men, who can enter a human field
poorly tilled, much grown to brush, some of it of diminished
fertility, and by new methods can again secure a harvest
that will gladden the heart of the great Husbandman.

She wants aggressive men, who do not hesitate to break
with tradition, who fear God mcre than prejudice, who re-
gard institutions as but a means to an end, who grow fre-
i quent crops of new ideas and dare to winnow them with
g the flails of practical trial.

# She wants trained men, who come to their work with
B knowledge and with power, who have thought long and
B deeply upon the problems of rural life, who have ham-
g mered out a plan for an active campaign for the rural
| church.

She wants men with enthusiasms, whose energy can with-
g stand the frosts of sloth, of habit, of pettiness, of envy, of
g back-biting, and whose spirit is not quenched by the waters
8 of adversity, of unrealized hopes, of tottering schemes.

§  She wants persistent men, who will stand by their task
4 amid the mysterious calls from undiscovered lands, the siren
g voices of ambition and ease, the withering storms of winters
f of discontent,

B She wants constructive men, who can transmute visions
g into wood and stone, dreams into live institutions, hopes
§ into fruitage.

# She wants heroic men, men who possess a “tart, cathartic
&k Virtue,” men who love adventure and difficulty, men who can
# work alone with God and suffer no sense of loneliness.

f_ THE APPEALS FROM THE RURAL PARISH

{ This call from the country parish is one that may well
¥ Sive pause to men who seek to scrve their country and man-
I kind. There are numerous and powerful appeals coming
# up from the tillers of the soil, to those still undecided as to
i the life task. Let us name some of these appeals:

R 1. There is the abiding significance of the great problem
of agriculture and country life. The hungry nations are to
i be fed, the world’s nakedness is to be clothed, God-given
fertility is to be conserved. The forces of nature are to
be harnessed by science and driven by trained skill. A
fundamental human industry is to be fostered, an industry

that supports gigantic railways, huge manufactures, im-
mense commercial enterprises, stupendous financial opera-
tions. Scores of millions of American citizens are to be
educated for life’s work, their political intelligence and
integrity are to be developed, their conditions of living are
to be improved, their virtue is to be guarded, their ideals
are to be enlarged. These people are to be served by state
and school, by the power of co-operative enterprise, by
church and the ministers of the Christian faith. They are
to continue to send choice youth to the cities for replenish-
ment and for leadership. These millions are to retain a
place in advancing American life consistent with our tradi-
tions and our hopes.

The need of the church in all these great enterprises of
rural society constitutes an appeal. Useless the wealth
wrung from the soil unless the welfare of the soil worker
be maintained. Valueless the material elements of human
life unless the human spirit be enlarged. But vanity and
vexation of heart are our farm labors and plans unless the
spirit of service and of brotherhood is to dominate. And
shall we partake of God’s bounty without rendering to him
our fealty? Shall the guardians of an ancient faith permit:
the Saracens of materialism, of worldliness, of love of money,
of adoration, of power, to capture the citadels of worship,
and of praise, and of loving loyalty to all that is divine
and eternal? These issues are real and they are vital. Let
no pressure of appeal from city slum, from lumber camp
or mining village, from immigrants’ need, from bleeding,
impoverished Armenia, from the newly pulsing China, or
from the islands of the sea—heart-wringing and burning as
these calls may be—Ilet none of these things blind us to the
slow-moving but irresistible tides of human life that ebb
and flow in the homes and institutions of our American farm
people.

2. The charms of the pastor’s life in the open country
constitute a call. For this cause many are called and few
are chosen. But for that man who loves the open, whose
heart responds to the soft music of meadow and field, whose
ear is attuned to the rhythm of the seasons, who feels the
romance of intelligent care of soil and plant and animal—
to that man the rural parish offers rewards beyond all price.

Dear uplands, Chester’s favorable fields, N g%
My large unjealous loves, many yet one— <
A grave good-morrow to your Graces, all,

Fair tilth and fruitful seasons!

Lo, how still!
The mid-morn empties you of men, save me; .
Speak to your lover, meadows! None can hear. -
I lie as lies yon placid Brandywine,
Iolding the hills and heavens in my heart
For contemplation.
—Sidney Lanier.

-y
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3. The opportunities offered by the country parish for
breadth of culture constitute a call not usually put down
in the list of reasons for being a country clergyman. One
does not need constant access to great libraries in order to
acquire culture. Culture is appreciation of environment. It
is a process of soul-ripening. Knowledge is merely the crude
material upon which culture werks. Reading is only one
door by which culture enters. Close observation, medita-
tion, pondering in the heart, much thinking are the favorite
tools of culture. Do you desire time to read in peace? Do
vou wish for a chance to weigh and meditate? Do you
like to stand close to men at work? Do you want to know
the secret places of the Most High? Do you gain wisdom
from the sermons preached by tkte rocks, joy from the songs
of little rivers, peace from the evening hymns that arise
from meadow and woodland? Then do not hesitate to seek
these things in the country parish. From your rural watch-
tower you, also, may observe the swift march of affairs,
keep alive to great movements, see the drift of great human
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tides. You may in the country, also, learn to appreciate
the physical and spiritual environment that makes for the
welfare of men and women, secure real personal growth,
develop sound culture.

It is worth one’s while to be in touch with leaders of
thought and action. The stimulus that comes to the pastor of
a large city church from such associations is real and vital.
But for the man who can detect life’s veneer, who loves to
examine the fiber of character, who knows human nature,
the country parish offers ample chance for interest and
profit. For, commonly, rural people are natural, their na-
tive instincts are strong, their tastes are simple, their speech
is direct. To him who likes this sort of human contact the
country parish calls.

4. The very presence of the dificulties in country church
work formulates a distinct call to men who like to conquer
circumstances. The problem of prosperous church life in
rural communities is not an easy problem. The successful
minister in those communities cannot enjoy a life of ease.
Vexation of spirit may become his portion. But the joy of
overcoming an untoward situation may also be his. Some
men will be attracted to the country parish just because it
is a hard field.

5. The dearth of men constitutes a call. The fields are
white for the harvest. Many laborers present themselves.
But some of them come out merely for a summer’s practice.
Some have ancient implements. Some do not know wheat
from corn. Relatively few deliberately mean to make these
open fields their life scene, and fewer still have prepared
themselves to harvest the crop by modern methods. Do not
some of you see, therefore, a rare chance for distinction?
A prayer for well-equipped harvesters is going up from all
our countryside, and we wait impatiently for the response,
“Here am I, send me.”

6. To those men who have the pioneer spirit there comes
a strong appeal from the rural church. For here is a chance
for unique work, something different, and yet supremely
useful as well as rare.  Who will be our explorers, to blaze
new trails by which other men may find fresh fields of influ-
ence for advancing the kingdom? Nowhere more fully than
in the country can a clergyman shepherd his flock by day
and by night, know the quality of their meadows, guard
their water courses, lead into new and sweet pastures. The

splendid opportunities for leadership in the country parish-

ought to ring in the hearts of young men of power.

7. The timeliness of a redirected country church work
constitutes an appeal. There are large stirrings in all rural
affairs. The fields are alive with movements for better
farming, for more useful education, for co-operation. As
never before, the country minister has efficient allies. The
mechanism of socialization is busy; the institutions of agri-
cultural education are pulsing with life; organizations are
multiplying in number and in power. And the church at
large is stirring. She realizes the herculean task before
her. She sees the signs of moral unrest. She observes that
the notes of idealism are betimes deadened by the “weari-
some sound of the scythe of time and the trowel of trade.”
The man who goes to the country parish is captain in the
host of a growing army that seeks to command the country-
side, as well as to capture cities.

8. The final and the supreme call from the country parish
comes out of the abiding hunger of men and women for re-
ligion—religion interpreted in terms of daily toil, common
human need, social evolution, justice, and fraternity. In
country as well as in city, many men and many women are
engaged—often unwittingly or even unwillingly engaged—
in the sad business of living outside the pale of religious
idealism, seeking to explain life on grounds of expediency,
trying to find easy delight for the senses, expending toil
and enduring sweat for that which is not bread. But all
of them know, in their best moments, that underneath are
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the Everlasting Arms. Can we, then, afford to neglect half
of our countrymen in our efforts to reach men effectively
with the new evangel? Shall all these rising tides of life
in our rural regions be left to break upon the futile shomli
of economic gain and personal pleasure? Is it 5 smal]
and mean task to maintain and enlarge in the country by
individual and community ideals, under the inspiration ang’
guidance of the religious motive, and to help forty millions |
of rural people to incarnate those ideals in persona] gy
family life, in industrial effort and political developmen
and in all social relationships? '

A PresexT CRisis )

There is a new interest in American country life, The
love of the out-of-doors is growing. Business men are re.
ognizing afresh the fundamental economic character of
agricultural industry. The solidarity of city and country
is seen concretely. The unity cf national life is found
consist in developing both urban and rural civilization
Great movements are under way, designed to increase the
yield of the soil, to put agriculture on a better busines
basis, to educate rural youth, to secure co-operative effor
among farmers. Is the church also astir in rural places
The country church has been a saving salt in the develop
ment of our great farming areas; is she alive today to
these new movements? Is she leading in the campaign for
rural progress?

The most ardent friend of the country church must giv
a sorrowful “No” in reply to these questions. While many
individual churches are doing splendid work, the country
church as an institution is not awake to her task. She ha
not realized that wonderful changes are taking plac
Science applied to farming is working a revolution in runl
life as well as in rural industry. We are entering upon ]
new era in American agricultural history. But unless the
church arouses herself, her peculiar work among country}
folk will not be done. |

The present situation then is nothing less than critical §
It is vital that the new country life movements be givena§
religious content. The leadership of the country churchisjg
imperative, if the new streams are to flow in the channels
of idealism. Let the church assert its leadership at onc}
Let it set the pace for rural progress and determine its great;
issues. There is no time to be lost. The floods are risin. &
The day is at hand. '

. —

WHAT SHALL BE DoNE?

What shall we do to arouse the country church, to givt |}
it its rightful place among the forces at work for solvini @
the rural problem? :

We must ask men to consecrate themselves to life-loni}
service in the country parish. The country church ne.edS
men who believe that here is a great task, worthy of h.xgb
devotion, thorough preparation, intelligent study, patien§
continuance in well-doing. '5

We must root out the idea that only inferior men Cig
find a permanent work in the country parish. It needsoU®
strongest and best men, particularly in these critical, form*§
tive days of a new program for the country church. The
issues at stake merit the leadership of great men. LetUg
do away with even the secret thought that a brilliant ther §
logue has “buried himself” in some obscure farming con i
munity. It is his own fault if ke remain buried. The st¢“4
of the new rural religious life may be sown in corruptiod
in dishonor, in weakness; but, please God, they shall bel 1
fruit in incorruption, in glory, and in power. We have;
right to ask strong men to put their hands to this plow 3@
not to turn back. |

We must go out to the men now toiling in the IUy)
parishes, with a message of cheer, of co-operation, of erlh




f ouragement. They are a noble band. They need our aid.

It} ] et us help them to grip the new sources of power, to assume
Tl 2 new leadership, to work together for larger ends.
*® Ve must appeal to the seminaries, and other training
58 chools for preachers, to send forth men who have formed
I#, well-grounded ambition to explore the resources of this
h f oreat field and who have qualified themselves for the task
1" who are well armored for the campaign.

5 We must go to the colleges and appeal to strong young

{’ 1have \\xth'll the desxre to ser\e their fellm\s mxghtxly We
§ must perau'lde them that here is work that is epoch-making,
{1 man’s work, work worth while.

# \Ve must appeal to the heroic in young men. Let us not
:ff try to show that the country parish is a garden of delight,
-1 a place of rest and ease. Rather let its difficulties and puz-
¢Hzling problems constitute a clarion call to the men of heroic
vB mold. Our fathers met every hard issue in the heroic spirit.
'@ They dared the wilds of an unexplored continent to estab-
Vi lish a new kingdom of God. They carried the banner of
¢l the church across sea and land and planted it among sav-
sitages. They kept the church in the van of the army of
t} conquest that has subdued our western forest and prairie.
'H i Have their sons poorer vision, smaller courage, weaker
- wills? We may not believe it. But we must show them that
"W here is really a man’s work, that something vital is at stake.

If We must appeal to high motives, expect large sacrifices.

The critical need just now is for a few strong men of
H large power lo get hold of this country question in a virile
"Hway. It is the time for leadership. WWe need a score of
Oberlins to point the way by actually working out the prob-
'Hlem on the field. It is well enough to discuss the problem
in its theoretical aspects. It is desirable to organize large
d movements on behalf of the rural church. But more than
all else just now, we need a few men to achieve great re-
‘fIsults in the rural parish, to re-establish the leadership of
‘Wthe church. No organization can do it. No layman can
i do it. No educational institution can do it. A preacher
‘dmust do it—do it in spite of small salary, isolation, con-
g screatism, restricted field, overchurching, or any other devil
Bihat shows its face. The call is imperative. Shall we be
g denied the men?

§ While we must demand men, single-handed and alone, to
§ meet this call of the country pa nsh there are two powerful
allies that we may ask to our aid. There is always stimulus
in a common purpose. Is not the time ripe for a new “rural
bami’ —a group of half a doser men from the seminary,
Rwho find adjacent parishes in a rural region, and there,
Wquietly, co-operatively, persistently, grimly, study the situa-
Biion, take leadership in all community life, incite the aid
80/ school and Grange, stir lay support, carry on a great cam-
Q Paign for better individual and community life, and do all
Qunder the inspiration and guidance of the religious motive
g4 plan of this sort, carefully considered, discreetly man-
jaged, patiently developed, would form the nucleus for a
! New country church. It needs doing. It can be done. Are
g there men who will do it?

g€ The time is ripe also for an org'lmzed movement on be-
ghalf of the country parish, that shall give dignity and direc-
3 tion to the efforts of solitary \\01Ler: The country parish
¥is a peculiar field. New methods are needed. Men must
% be aroused from lethargy. A\ powerful co-operative enter-
N Prise must set standards, educate men, co-ordinate effort.

! The country church is indeed calling for men. The pros-
gpcrous churches in rich farming regions need strong leaders
‘ jto direct the forces of progress "md to lead men to the waters
§of life. The little white meeting-house on the abandoned
\9“' England hillside holds out its arms in mute appeal
for men to bring new life. TFrom the cotton fields and
M untains of the Southhn(l from the prairies of the central
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valleys, from the transformed deserts of the West, comes
this call for men to serve the country parish.

Let not our eyes be blind to these deep needs of our rural
life, nor our ears deaf to the call of the country parish. The
time for a great work 1s at hand. The country church is
facing a “present crisis”; therefore let us remember that

New occasions teach new duties; Time
makes ancient good uncouth;

They must upward still, and onward,
who would keep abreast of Truth;

Lo, before us gleam her camp-fires! We
ourselves must Pilgrims be,

Launch our Mayflower, and steer boldly
through the desperate winter sea,

Nor attempt the Future’s portal with
the Past’s blood-rusted key.

The Country Church in
Recent Books

By Una Roberts Lawrence

A careful survey of the books recently published on the
country community and its church shows an alarming dearth
of worth-while material. Perhaps the best basic book for a
study of this subject in our Southern States is Christ ard
the Country People, by Henry W. McLaughlin (50c), pub-
lished in 1928. The title is significant of the spirit of the
book, for it is primarily not a sociological study, as so many
such books are, but rather a thoughtful, earnest attempt to
find how Christ may be made known in the thousands of our
rural communities where there are no churches, or where
they are failing in their witness. It does not fail to take
into account the economic and sccial factors in the problem,
ably discussing them in the first four chapters, and giving
all the statistics the average student needs from reliable
sources. But the heart of all the argument is making Christ
and his program for the world real in the lives of country
people, bringing to pass the ‘“abundant life”” in country life.

Dr. McLaughlin presents our whole rural population, the
small farmer, the large landowner, the tenant farmer, our
Negro population, largely rural as yet, the migrant harvest
labor; sets forth briefly the plans by the State and Federal
Government for the betterment of rural life, and discusses
changing conditions brought about by recent economic up-
heavals. He does not go into all this in detail, but gives
references for those students who wish to do so.

He goes deeply into the needs of the country people for
the ministry of the church, studying the causes of the alarm-
ing conditions in some sections of the South, giving simple
directions for a survey of any community, and presenting
tested plans of co-operation that have brought satisfactory
results. He asks:

“Does the Southern Presbyterian Church believe that the
soul of a child born in the city is worth six and one-half
times as much as the soul of a child born in the country?”

I do not know whether the proportion of Home Mission
money spent relatively in city and country is the same for
us as he here states for the Southern Presbyterians, but the
question he raises is a startling and pertinent one. He dis-
cusses most satisfactorily the solution of country church
problems by Community, Federated and Union church
plans, his terse characterizations of the futility of these
methods being almost classical in their aptness. He closes
the whole discussion with an appeal for the country com-
munity as “The Presbyterian Task” much as we would look
upon it as a “Baptist Task,” knowing that the field is an
overwhelming task for all our forces if we but get the
vision.

Satisfying as this book is, yet it is not complete. Later
publications will bring it down to date, and make it more
comprehensive.
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One of the most suggestive and helpful discussi9ns is but
a pamphlet, The Church and the A gricultural Crisis, by Ed-
mund de S. Brunner, published by Pilgrim Press at 35 cents
per copy. In three brief chapters, Dr. Brunner presents the
latest facts and figures touching the development of country
church life. The amazing changes of the past six years, the
present situation in agriculture, the effect of better roads,
motors, improved agricultural methods and activities of the
Federal and State Departments of Agriculture are all con-
sidered in this little treatise as they have changed the field
and mission of the country church. No student of the sub-
ject should be without this little booklet. While Dr. Brun-
ner is an advocate of the union church idea, he is most
deeply concerned with those areas of our country life that
are being left without any religious leadership at all. An-
other little pamphlet that will also be very stimulating is
A Parish Program for Community Service and Family Re-
ligion, by Dr. W. H. Wilson, (10c), to whom all writers on
the country church are much indebted. This is primarily writ-
ten for pastors and church workers in the country churches
and is rich in pertinent and provocative suggestions as to
how to carry out a definite program of work in a country
church field. .

However good these books on general phases of the
question may be, one likes to get down to definite cases.
Yet when we look about us for books on this vitally impor-
tant question by Southern Baptists we find none of recent
date. The last publication available is 74e Challenge of the
Country Church, by J. W. Jent ($1.60), published in 1924.
About that same time Dr. E. P. Alldredge issued a survey
of the country churches of the Southern Baptist Convention
in the Handbook for 1923 (50c), and a pamphlet on One
Hundred Successful Country Churches, These are invaluable
aids to the student, the Jent book offering especially fine case
work study of specific fields and their churches. Dr. Jent
seeks to find a basis for a program of country church work in
what he terms standards for work, and presents many illus-
trations of successful development of church life to show
how the country church can adequately meet the needs of
its field. Two chapters in the book are timeless in their
discussions, ‘“The Core of the Country Church Problem,”
and “The Pastor Problem in Country Churches.” He pleads
for a ministry just as well qualified, just as scholarly, just
as capable and just as aggressive as the city church de-
mands and gets. In addition, he lists some qualifications
that are more or less peculiar to the highest success in the
country pastor:

“l. The background of a rural heritage in early life and
education.

“2. Love of the country, faith in the possibilities of coun-
try life, and missionary zeal in the task of the country pas-
torate.

“3. In addition to fundamental college and seminary
training, adequate drill and discipline in rural economics
and sufficient mastery of agricultural technique to guaran-
tee real leadership in a rural community.”

Any discussion of the country church will bring up in-
evitably the related problems of the village and small town
churches, whose situation is perhaps as deplorable. Here
we have a very valuable recent book to help in our general
study of the whole field. Swall Towns—An Estimate of
Their Trade and Culture, by Walter Burr of the University
of Missouri ($2.50), is a book that gives attention largely
to the type of small town development found in the Missis-
sippi Valley. It is valuable chiefly for its splendid presenta-
tion of small town life in business, social and economic
phases, and the opportunity for the development of the peo-
ple who live in them. The writer is not interested in the
church except as one factor in the cultural development of
these towns, but he is at his best in discussion of opportu-
nity for the best possible expression of life in the world of
the small community.

‘There are many phases of country life problems. One

to which little or no attention has been given in the South
is that of our foreign rural population. Yet a carefy] Sur-
vey would reveal that in our territory there are Perhapg
some of the most notable colonies of foreign farmer folk iy
America. This makes a recent book, briefly revieyy

already, necessary on this list. It is Zmmigrant Farmers and
Their Children, by Edmund deS. Brunner ($2.75), pub.
lished by Richard R. Smith. No student of home missjop

no enthusiast about the country church, can afford to 0\'er:
look this book in a study of rural religious conditions, There

are given challenging and authoritative facts on the whj,

situation, with specific intensive studies of several selecteq

communities, one in North Carolina, where we may yigy

the opportunities and problems in detail. It is one of
most valuable mission books of recent years.

Because the Negro is so large a part of our rural Jif
no list of books on this subject could be complete withoy |
mention of the most notable book on Negro life that hasi
appeared in a generation, IWhat the Negro Thinks, by Robert
Russa Moton, principal of Tuskegee Institute ($2.50). He
speaks the mind of the conservative Christian Negro on b
own problems in living in a white man’s land. There is n
particular attention given to Negro rural problems, save g
the whole book is a plea for justice and fair play for the
Negro who is trying to become a contributing, self-respect.
ing member of his community. Along with our white country
churches, we must give attention to the Negro country
churches where still the leadership of the Negro race Tests

Then if, for relief, you would turn to the emotional pre-
sentation of country life, read Can’t Get a Red Bird, a story
by Dorothy Scarborough ($2.00).

Is this a timely study for Baptists? Read the following
summary of the Five Year Program of Survey of the Home
Missions Council of the Federal Council of Churches, and
see if you do not think we had better get busy on a new
emphasis on country church work, and Home Missions in{,
our rural and mountain regions if we would save Baptist|l
faith and practice in these sections. ]

It is taken from the Christian Herald, issue of February |
1, 1930: (

“The Five-Year Program of Survey is being made on a
nationwide scale. It has been under way for two years, and
already fifteen states are being studied. The purpose of
this survey is to discover the conditions that obtain through-}
out the country with reference to over-churching, under-}
churching and inadequate churching in the smaller towns.’
villages and rural sections. The survey is revealing some
very interesting and some very disturbing facts. It shows
much over-churching in small communities, gross neglect of
many backward and under-privileged communities, and the }
still more common evil of inadequate churching. The most}
acute and baffling problems are found in the rural secy
tions. The old-time country church is passing away. They
changed conditions in country life, brought about by good
roads, automobiles, radios, free delivery, consolidatedf
schools, etc., are making old-time country churches obsolefe-‘B
The Council, in its program of survey is seeking to re-dis it
cover America, with a view to the adjustment of the home
missionary work to meet the needs of the new day. ;‘

“Surveys are now under way in the Ozark Mountains ofg?
Missouri, Arkansas, and Oklahoma, looking to the estab- 2
lishment of an interdenominational Ozark Commission that;}\
will co-ordinate all the work within that region. We hawe 3
already discovered ninety-six denominations working \\'}th' 1
in the eighty-nine counties known as the Ozark regwﬂt
Only nine or ten of these denominations are members of I
the Home Missions Council. The rest, with some notable )
exceptions, are small groups and sects. There is great n¢
for better churches and a better ministry in the Oz'arks.
The only way it can be brought about is through intet ]
denominational co-operation. 5

“Similar movements are being considéred for other par s
of the country.” t

R
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g 2 Kings 4: 18-37. (This talk may show
‘ From the the_ways in which rural young people can
! , ) . be interested and trained through W.M.U.
* organizations.)
} V‘/ omans MlSSlonary Unlon Sentence Prayers for the missionary enlist-
2 ment of rural young people.
- KATHLEEN MALLORY ram g //ymr—"Take My Life and Let It Be.”
Tall—Prophecies of Amos the Dresser of
(1) - Trees: Amos 7: 14, 15; 4: 4-13; 9: 8-15, :
at it be a real prayer season. (This talk should emphasize the fact that k{
ncouraged by Week pray many preachers and missionaries were mem- .
(2) That every W.M.U. member be bers of country churches.) 3
urged to participate. Poem—The Country Church. (Order poem I S
Of PI ayeI‘ (3) That th feri for 2 cents from W.M.U. Literature Dept., Lt a)
$50.000.00 e offerings be at least 1111 Comer Bldg., Birmingham, Ala.) Ht
- oU,UuU. Hymn—"Missions.”” (See words on page 28.) 1 ¥
Another has called attention to the Season of Prager for all evangelical mission- bl
aries and for all rural young people who |

act that Satan considers ‘‘discourage-
ment” to be more useful to him than
any other tool. He is represented as
saying: “I can pry open and get into
a man’s conscience with that when I
tould never get near him with any
gthers; and once inside I can use him
pith my discouragement in any way
that suits me best. It is much worn be-

have heard the call to preach or to be )
missionaries.

Discussior— (The leader of this discussion will
do well to ask several members to come
prepared to ‘“lead out’; help for such prep-
aration will be obtained from current liter-
ature and from articles found on pages 10-
25.) What are the chief problems of rural
people? How are good roads, automobiles
and radios affecting them? What are the

"1 THAT SPEAK UNTO YOU AMHE "

.-.
AR HC NI -7 L WO P
ex

iéause I use it with nearly everybody, principles supporting the consolidated . 1t
as few people yet know that it belongs Schleolf? How m?t};x pregcléers lbe encmtlr- j'J
3 fav , aged to remain with and develop country i
z?]dl;]?» and that I use it to achieve i churches? How can missions be advanced - ]
’ in and through rural churches and so-
o Lo |
{ On the other side is the positive, the cieties? i
’ 3
iv ; Talk—Two Parables of Three Sowers: Matt. ifl
constructive ‘power Of. e{lcoumgement, 13: 18-30. (This talk should show how , i
'In the Old Testament it is commended well Jesus understood the laws of nature, Pl
In such words as: ““The joy of Jeho- how we reap what we sow, how varied is the "
yah is your stronghold” (Neh. 8: 10). soil, how persistent is Satan, how certain is j i
)')\’as it not because of Elijah’s repeated ChnSt"S tl:lu!flph-.) L i
discouragement that God commanded Hymn— B’;‘g"‘g m :i‘e Shea“:;;f e i
hi i ¥ H : Business ession—Minutes—Offering—Re- i}
g."}l“to :m,?]?nt Elisha as th?. prophet in ports of : (1) W.M.U. Young People’s Or- *
ois “room”?  Contrast 1 Kings 19: 9- ganizations; (2) Societies Organized and Lo
;4 and 2 Kings 6: 8-17—one the story , Fostered; (3) Redeeming of Pledges to Co- l
Of discouraﬂement diSl av . N LIFT UP YOUR EYES AND LOOK ON THE PIELDS THAT THEY ARE WHITE AL operative Program; (4) Personal Service; L
S[her that c(:f nty t,n'l};l‘defeat, the ATADY 1O MARVEST o 4 33 e WTE (5) Mission Study; (6) Observance of P
H d entreaty, enlistment, en- Week of Prayer and Thank-Offering for i
Quragement.  One of the finest fea- Home Missions. (See article on this page: o
}ures of the Iatter story is the fact that “Encouraged by Week of Prayer.”’) PRl
earless Elisha prayed to God to show Hymn for Year—*Faith of Our Fathers.” i
hi - S » r -
f‘lls servant why he should not be dis- Program for March (See W.M.U. Year Book.) ’ L1
curaged. TOPIC—BEvoND THE CITY Watchword for YVear—'Be ye stedfast.”” T | 4
Cor. 15: 58. N
Even so through the March Week of ~#/ym#—"Sun of My Soul.” Reading of Article—America’s Most Interest- 4
Prayer for Home Missions will W.M.U. £ord’s Prayer (in unison). ing City. (See page 28.) o
women and young people intercede with &#ral Life in Scripture—Altars on the Plains  prgyer, remembering the May meeting in ‘ l‘f
God that he will c;elx)]e“f; the courac d of Abraham: Genesis 13: 1-18 (T'kis talk New Orleans. ) ? g
evoted 1 of . . ag¢ an may well emphasize the place of prayer in i
Sther 'hze“ of the missionaries and s “deyond the city” work). +
spio ;}“ 0 SerV.e through the }IOme .\IIS’ I’rayer that all Christians (eSpeC.ia..lly WML Leaﬂets for Week of Prayer for
0N oard, using their thank offerings members) in rural communities may be Home Missions, March 3-7 1930
3 help. ' Dr. Ray said of the Lottie _ “stedfast in prayer.” ’ ’
Moon Christmas Offeri i Tall—Teaching Jacob the Herdsman to W ’s Missi Society—
‘ ering 1in g oman’s Missionary Society -
hat “it saved the foreio'b i I?CCellTbe; Tithe: Genesis 28: 10-22; 31: 4-7, 9, 11, Cents =,
from practi . °,? mission wor 13; 32: 24-30. (One purpose for this talk Monday—The Melting Point........ 3 |
» 1 prac ical paralysis. Many recent is to show how farmers and their families Tuesday—Typical Experiences of a Mis- \ _ )
articles from Dr. Lawrence show how may tithe.) sionaryin Cuba ................. 3 N
?%.el.’ly the Home Mission Board is Z#Zym»—"“God Will Take Care of You.” \Ve(llnssday—Renchmg the ““Chosen Peo- 4 1 I
a;n 1C1 atin 3 , r 03 (- R R I R A ; ]
Mm}? Thg §ubstar}t1al help from t.he Sen‘t}c,;mie Prayers that all “t MU n:;trlx:bers., Thursday—Indians Rejoicing in  the
}‘ Ilnl\-Offermg for Home Mis- whether .m country or city, may tithe, GOSPEl .« - oo 3
lons. The preferred dates for the of- 7@#4—David the Shepherd Boy a Man after Friday—Will the Line Hold? ...... 3
fermg and program of the Week of God’'s Heart: 1 Samuel 16: 7, 10-13;  Young Woman’s Auxiliary— 3
2 Psalm 89: 19-24; Acts 13: 22; Psalm 23; Forget-Me-Nots - evvnureennnn-. 3 4
&

grayer are March 3-7 inclusive, but any
uore convenient weeks—if possible in
March—will be all right.

I]f' your organization has not received
fS] lterature for the week, please rush
! etter to your state W.M.U. headquar-

§1S. There are three primary aims for
Be week ;

John 3:16. (This talk may well emphasize
the missionary love in God’s heart, *begin-
ning at Jerusalem’—personal service—and
extending “unto the uttermost part.”’)

Prayer that no W.M.U. organization, whether

in country or city, shall fail to organize
and foster young people and women in
neighboring weak churches.

H ymn—*"Rescue the Perishing.”
Talk—A Child Sick Among the Reapers:

Girls’ Auxiliary—
The 23rd Psalm in Indian Sign Lan-
guage
Royal Ambassador Chapter—
An Unusual Church and Its Deacons.. 3
Sunbeam Band—
Eeny-Meeny-Miny-Mo

Rush your order, please, remitting with or-

der to W.M.U. LITERATURE DEPT,, 1111
Comer Bldg., Birmingham, Ala.
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How the Lord Blesses the Work
in Pochow

By Cliford Barratt, Pockow, China

On arrival at Pochow, September 17, 1929,
after three years’ absence from the field, I
was greeted with the news that the gates were
closed on account of danger from bandits
and that no one could come into the city nor
suburb that night. I therefore spent the
night outside the gates and the following day
went to the mission compound in the city.

When I got home I found that the Chinese
friends had preserved for me all necessary ma-
terial goods. Foreign friends had arranged
things for me so that I was quite comfortably
situated.

The greetings from the Chinese were warm
and sincere. I was much impressed with the
earnestness of one of the Christian women as
she and I prayed together. She prayed thus,
“Dear Lord, Miss Barratt was here at the time
of the bandit raid in 1925 and had to under-
£o a great many hardships. Now that you have
permitted her to come back here to Pochow
to help the Chinese people please do not let
the bandits come here again now to cause
fier trouble.” The Lord heard that little wo-
man’s prayer and the danger of bandits for
that time passed over.

The Lord provided for me a Christian wo-
man, Mrs. P'an, to go in and out with me
among the people.

In making out the list of baptized church
members in the city proper I find that we
have twenty-nine baptized believers, ten men.
eighteen women, and one girl. With this
nucleus we felt it time to become an organized
church. This seems to be the desire of the be-
lievers and shortly the arganization will be
perfected.. .

Ve have visited the homes of the Christians
and have been in many of the non-Christian
homes to carry the gospel message and to give
out tracts.

In the homes of three of the Christians we
have regular weekly meetings to which the
neighhors and friends are invited to come and
licten to the gospel.

We have a reading class every Tuesdayv af-
teruoon to teach the women to read. \Wednes-
day night is set apart for Sunday school
teachers’ meeting. Every Thursday the women
meet to prepare the Sunday school lesson for
the following Sunday.

I was very pleasantly surprised to learn
how we'l our evangelist’s two boys have en-
tered into the work. Tke older son plays
the organ for the services and the younger
one leads in the singing.

\We are just now in the midst of an evangel-
istic campaign here in the city \We have a
tent and three evangelists to help. The at-
tendance at the tent meetings has been good
and we are hoping that permanent results may
be secured.

The Woman’s Missionary Society is doing
good work. The members meet together once
a month, first north of the river, and then in
the citv. They have carried out their programs
well and given of their means to propagate
the gospel.

The early morning Dible reading and praver
and memorizing of Scripture is having a good
effect on all who take part.

The Lord is blessint our efforts and 1ve
are constantly reminded that we have a God
who hears and answers prayer.

W. M. U. Growth in Brazil

From Mrs. W. E. Allen, of Rio de Janeiro,
has come the following encouraging news
concerning W.M.U. progress in Brazil: “The
Central Committee is undertaking the re-writ-
ing of our Woman's Manual—something of a
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task with our work growing so_rapidly and
the necessity of trying to do a piece of work
that will serve for a good many years to come.
A Year Book isn't practical down here—the
work is too near its beginning for that; so we
have to embody in the Woman’s Manual all we
want to get before the women. Recently our
women of the Federal District had the.ir an-
nual meeting, with the best representation of
any year since I have been in touch \Yith the
work (6 years). All but two socictxes. h.nd
representatives; the officers of the societies
were especially well represented. Our eighteen
months in the United States was a long enough
period for a good many things to crystallize
and, coming back as I did after an annual
meeting, it really was nearly three years since
I had been in an annual session. In that
time some real strides had been made. I find
that the most abiding impression the meet-
ing made upon me was the intelligent way
in which they presented and discussed the diff-
erent matters up for consideration. There is
a W.M.U. consciousness now, instead of the
individualistic concept that most of the wo-
men had, knowing little of the work outside
their society. ‘e have <ome one in nearly
every society who is interested and informed
and able to lead the others—a thing that
seemed far distant in the future a short time
before we went on our furlough. The chief
topic for consideration was evangelism. In
our next quarterly meeting of the officers we
are going to take up practical ways of or-
ganizing the evangelistic visiting.  There
lingers yet vestiges of the Ladies’ Aid Society
idea, that is, that the chief business of the
society is to raise funds—habits are hard to
break, aren’t they? DBut if the Lord can
change things in six vears as he has, one has
faith for bigger, finer days in the future.”

America’s Most Interesting
City—New Orleans

All who know New Orleans testify to the
truth of this claim. It is true in three spheres:
and romance; third, hospitality and charm.

New Orleans is the third city in land
area in the United States, with 196.23 square
miles of land and 169.47 of water. Canal
Street, famous the world over as the com-
mercial and carnival center of New Orleans,
is 170.5 feet wide and 3.7 miles long. In
old days it was the bed of a little stream
emptying into the river.

The old New Orleans bent around the
curve of the Mississippi like a crescent but
it has far out-grown this original form. Ilow-
ever, it is still called the “Crescent City.”

New Orleans has a mild, equable climate
with an average yearly temperature of 69
degrees. This is due in great part to the
proximity of the 600 square miles of Lake
Pontchartrain, Lake Borgne and the \lissis-
sippi River, which tend to make the tempera-
ture changes slower.

Commercial and historic interest and climat-
ic charm have made New Orleans a leading
convention city. The advent of the Southern
Baptist Convention sets the thoughts in the
mind of the messenger-to-be and of the vicitor
on the subject of the quality and class of
accommodations in all their ramifications, that
are to be found in the hotzls of New Orleans,
the city which will be host to this Convention
the middle of May.

It is with a vim that we respond to your
wishes for information regarding the splendid
facilities in the way of hotels that we have to
offer. New Orleans ranks favorably and im-
pressively among the metropolitan cities of
the country in this regard. The Ilotel As-
sociation of New Orleans is assisting us in
caring for the large number of people who
will attend the Convention. The eight hotels
belonging to this association are as follows:

first, commerce and industry; second, history -

March,

Bienville, Jung, De Soto, Malbere, Roo
velt, La Salle, St. Charles and Montele;
Each of these hotels will grant the follo“:f
rates for the Convention: "

1. Rooms with bath and double beg 85
and $5.00 per day. Either one or twg i’e:sc
in the room. -

2. Rooms with bath and twin beds, g3
to 86.00 per day with either one or tWo’p‘e
sons in a room. '

3. If more than two people OCCUDY 2 g
with additional bed, extra charge of §
be made. -

The IHotel Association guarantees no g,
than 2,000 rooms in the hotels of this a5
ciation. All reservations must be made at Jo,
ten days prior to the Convention. Do not g,
attending to this matter, for you might be ¢.
appointed if you do. Mauake your resen-ati;
as early as possible; write directly to ¢.
hotel of your choice, |

The hotels are situated within easy rex-
of the New Municipal Auditorium, in wi
the Convention will be held. It is oply
question of a few blocks’ walk to reach ¢
auditorium, the Bienville Hotel being
farthest away. The auditorium, reposing jq
on the rim of the ancient. and historic Vie:
Carre (or “French Quarter” of the city wh
is world renowned), causes the visitor 1;1
the stranger to keep walking on and on, b1
cause of the points of interest and roma
that are continually unfolding.—J)/rs, 4. ﬁ
Abrakams, W.W.U. Publicity Cheirman 4
New Orleans Convention.

(Tune: loly, IToly, Iloly)
1. Mlissions, missions, missions,

ITear the call to missions—

O! ve church of God respond, the call :
now to thee,

Tithing, praying, giving, li
Sacrifice. right living— '
State, ITome and Foreign

For our trinity. '

|
Missions ‘
|
1

N

Missions, missions, missions,
Sacrifice for missions—
Many souls in darkness, now
Are dying o’er the sea
Calling, calling, calling,
America, America,

Jesus is calling
Calling now to thee.

3. Missions, missions, missions,
Make your pledge for missions—
Give to God his tenth of what
ITe hath entrusted thee,
Give to him thy first fruits
For thou art his stewards.
God be exalted
Blessed trinity.
Vrs. Mason Maldus, V:

L

‘Suggested Leaflets—Supplemed

to W. M. S. Program
MARCII—Bevoxp TuHE CITY e
Community Work in the Southern Mouz-

tains ... il AU
Meditations of a Country Road ...
Simplicity .............- e
The Place of the Church in a Count?

Community ............ RS
The Country Church (Pocm)

NOTE: Any or all of the above }“ﬁ_"
will be helpful in preparing the monthsP;:
gram. Order at the listed prices, pleast, -
remit with order to W.M.U. Literature 2%
1111 Comer Bldg., Birmingham, Al
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} Financing

¥ Denominational Schools

B suzgestions rega

The writer’s connection with educa-
tional work for several years, and the

importance of the subject, may be suffi-
i cient justification for his offcrm" some

arding this vital m"lttcr.

The strong competition that comes
from the state schools, because of their
lareer income and better equipment,
creatlv complicates the problem. The
Christian institution in most cases must
have more money if it is to survive,
much more, if it is to prosper and {fulfil
its high mission.

In the beginning and until it is ad-
equately endowed, the denominational
school should have a percentage from
the general co-operative fund to supple-
ment its income for current support. Of
course it is understood that the institu-
tion is properly located and that there
is a real demand for it.

This supplementary fund should not

i be considered permanent and should be-
il come smaller as the management of the

school has opportunity to enlarge its
resources.

It is hardly reasonab'e for a school
to look to this co-operative fund, com-
ing from all classes, for much of the
money that is needed for buildings
and endowment. ‘The trustees should

| seek to interest men and women of

 fied bu(l"ct

wealth; the institution is fortunate if
it has a president of business ability
and large influence who is constantly on
the l(ml\nut for such prospects.

Few prosperous men will measure up

§ ©0 the full measure of their ability and
 Tesponsibility in the support of the uni-

Occasionally we find a
rich man that “can not see afar off,”
l_)ut does appreciate the value of a local
Institution that he knows about and
which is giving to the service of the state
and Kingdom a great company of

g trained young men and women, who are
fprepared to serve their day and genera-

tion in a noble w ay.
81t close range;

fuates may be his own children.

He sces thxs work
some of these grad-
It is

dn’ﬁcult to induce him to do large things
tfor work bevond our borders, v1t'11 'md

urgent as it is. ‘The writer now thinks

of a noble layman who gave about
$200.000 to a college in his own state,
g but was not 1nclmed to do anyvthing big
for the general program.

From the

Baptist Brotherhood of the South

Secverarn ] T HENDERSON

s ) ame« v ¢ emam ¢ O

If the management is vigilant and
wise in cultlvqtmfr its prospects, there
should be an increasing number of be-
quests coming to the school from time
to time. A conditional gift from the
General Education Board, the Carnegie
Foundation, or some other similar or-
ganization should be sought; such a
gift will greatly encourage and stimu-
late local friends.

It does rot scem proper to expect

‘'much money for enlargement and equip-

ment from people who are financially
unable to send their own children to
college.

The trustees and president should be
alive to the situation and constantly dis-
covering sources of revenue. If they
don’t show enough enterprise to enlist
these prosperous people, some of whom
have no children to leave their money to,
they will look in vain to the Co-operative
Program to supply all their needs.

A Trip to Florida

On Sunday, December 15, the Geneml
Secretary closed a period of perhaps the most
strenuous and fruitful service of his entire
record of more than twenty-one years. As a
matter of stewardship, he had decided to dis-
miss responsibility to a large extent and make
a visit of three weeks by auto to Florida, as
a means of recreation. Ile made in advance
but one engagement to speak on this entire
tour.

The first stop for the night was at Chat-
tanooga, December 18; it was Wednesday
night and very stormy, but we both were anx-
ious to attend the prayer meeting of the
First Baptist Church of which we were mem-
bers for about two years. ‘e braved the
weather and were renwarded by finding a good
company of God's elect present and by hearing
a very edifying discourse by the retiring pas-
tor, Dr. John W. Inzer. Ilis extended pas-
torate has been a notable success, as evidenced
by the improvement and enlargement of th:
church plant, the remarkable growth in mem-
bership, and the fine spirit that prevails.

Another interestinz event of this occasion
was the baptism of the colored sexton, who had
been serving the church for thirty years. Ile
came from another denomination and his
faithful service had given him a large place
in the esteem of all.

Dr. Inzer goes to Montgomery with the
love of the Chattanooga people and with their
best wishes for success in this new field.

The next two nights were spent in Macon,
Georgia, and Gainesville, Florida. It was
interesting at the latter city to see the magni-
ficent building of the First Baptist Church and
to learn of the fine progress the church is
making under the pastorate of Dr. McCaul; it
was also of interest to drive through the
campus of the State University and to note
the attractive grounds and stately buildings of
this institution.

On Saturday we reached Ocala, where we
secured quarters until Monday. It was our
first opportunity to see the new building of
the First Baptist Church, which is a credit
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both to the membership and the city. The
Christmas music and the brief Chlristmas
message by Dr. C. L. Collins, the pastor, were
unusually fine; the Sunday school gave an
interesting program at the evening hour.

The next stop was at Lakeland, where the
secretary had an engagement to speak at a
joint meeting of the Baptist Brotherhoods of
the city in connection with a delightful sup-
per. The chief promoter of this meeting was
Mr. D. L. Hart, strongly re-enforced by the
pastor. Although it was during the Christ-
mas season, the attendance was quite good.

It was very encouraging to learn that the
Baptist men of Lakeland are very much in-
terested in their local Brotherhoods and that
these organizations are progressing in a very
satisfactory way.

It was a peculiar joy to meet Dr. Lloyd T.
Wilson, a cherished friend of former years, and
to learn that he is well, and unusually happy
in his new field.

Other. cities visited on this tour were St.
Petersburg, Fort Myers, Miami, and Arcadia.
We tarried longest in St. Petersburg, the Sun-
shine City, where we found swarms of pepole
from a wide territory, enjoyingz this genial
climate.

It was a source of peculiar gratification to
see the throngs attending the First DBaptist
Church and to note the fine progress of the
church under the aggressive ministry of the
new pastor, Dr. D. M. Gardner.

Dr. Gardner enjoys the esteem of all the
other Baptist pastors and the noble spirit of
co-operation that is being cultivated is bound
to bring a brighter day for DBaptist affairs
in this important city.

On New Year’s evening we had the privi-
lege of attending the prayer meeting of the
First Baptist Church, of Miami, and found a
very creditable company of interested people
present. Dr. J. L. Whi‘e began the new
year with launching a campaign of personal
evangelism; his remarks on this topic at the
prayer meeting swere stimulating. The hearty
co-operation that he is receiving, as evidenced
that evening by the response of a number of
teachers, officers, and other leaders, must have
been very heartening to him.

One of the leading pleasures of this trip was
the opportunity of a brief visit with our
former pastor, Dr. B. C. Ilening, and family.
Dr. Hening is retiring from the pastorate of
Stanton Memorial Church because of ill health-
He is devoted to the church and will live in
his own home not far away. The church is
giving him every evidence of their high ap-
preciation and esteem.

We also deliberately planned to drive by
Arcadia for a brief stop with Dr. A. J. Holt
and family. We fcund him and Mrs. Holt in
usual health and as genial as ever.

Both of these homes are fortunate in having
a devoted daughter each that is a source of
much comfort and cheer to the parents.

It was gratifyving to note tkat business con-
ditions are gradually improving throughout
the state and the people are becoming more
hopeful with each passing day.

While the secretary had only one engage-
ment in advance for this trip, he finds that he
spoke six times.

South Carolina

Recently the general secretary spent eight
days in fellowship of service with Rev. W.
S. Brooke, field man for the General Board
of South Carolina Baptists. The work that
Brother Brooke is doing is very similar to
that of the DBaptist Brotherhood.

In addition to Mr. Brooke’s natural gifts
and educational equipment, he shows rare
ability as an organizer and “has a mind to
work.” Withal he is a very interesting and
delightful companion in travel.

During this period these two workers vis-
ited seven associations as follows: Spartan,
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Greenville, Saluda, Broad River, Fairfield,
Orangeburg, and Barnwell. These meetings
were held in the following churches of these
associations in the order just indicated: South-
side Baptist Church of Spartanburg, First
Baptist Church of Greenville, First Baptist
Church of Anderson, First Baptist Church of
Gaffney, First Baptist Church of Columbia,
First Baptist Church of Orangeburg, and the
First Baptist Church of Denmark,

The general order of procedure at each
of these meetings was an address by the visi-
tor, followed by a conference with the as-
sociational leaders, conducted by Mr. Brook,
with the associational leader in the chair.

The churches of each association are ar-
ranged in five groups with a leader over each
group and with an associational leader as
general director. The general director in each
case was elected by the association and one of
the best men in each association was secured
for this important position. Their names are
as follows: Dr. J. L. Vipperman, Spartan-
burg; Dr. G. W. Quick, Greenville; Dr. J.
M. Burnett, Belton; President R. C. Gran-
berry, Gaffney; Rev. W. M. Whiteside, Co-
lumbia; Dr. E. M. Lightfoot, Orangeburg;
and Rev. W. R. Davis, Williston.

In addition to these regular meetings, the
general secretary spoke to a fine company of
people in the First Baptist Church of Belton,
of which Dr. J. M. Burnett is the able pastor.
At a banquet of men on Saturday evening
in the Cherokee Avenue Baptist Church, Gaff-
ney, of which Rev. C. A. Kirby is the popular
pastor, he delivered an address on “The Ob-
ligations of Laymen” to a company of more
than fifty men. On Sunday evening, Janu-
ary 19, by special request, he spoke to a
good audience in the First Baptist Church
of Spartanburg on the subject of ““The
Brotherhood.” ‘The men of this church, un-
der the direction of their aggressive pastor,
Dr. W. L. Ball, are planning the organization
of a Brotherhood in the near future. The
service in South Carolina closed with an ad-
dress at 3 r.M. on Wednesday, January 22,
in the Williston Baptist Church, of which Rev.
W. R. Davis is the successful pastor. While
the afternoon was unfavorable, an exceptionally
large company assembled for this service.

The attendance some places was not large,
but always representative, embracing a num-
ber of active leadars.

On Sunday at 11 o’clock an unusually large
audience assembled at the morning hour in
the First Baptist Church of Gaffney, and at
2:00 r.M. about two hundred people, repre-
senting some fifteen churches and including
fifty-three deacons, assembled to hear a dis-
cussion of the deacon, and a stirring address
on the associational work by President Gran-
berry.

In addition to the leaders already men-
tioned, the pastors of the churches where
these meetings were held were thoroughly
sympathetic and co-operative. Among these
were Dr. W. M. Seay of Anderson, Dr. R.
A. McFarland of Gaffney, Dr. J. I{. Webb of
Columbia, Dr. J. E. Welsh of Orangeburg,
and Rev. A. F. O’Kelley of Denmark. Space
does not permit the mention of a number of
other fine pastors, deacons, other laymen, and
" women who were in these meetings and are
co-operating in a most loyal way.

Associate Secretary Burnett

It is a matter of regret that we have no
report of the fine work that we are sure As-
sociate Secretary Burnett has been doing the
past month. We only know through a letter
that he spent at least a portion of the month
in Mississippi.
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An Omission

In the rush of preparing the copy last
month, reference to a visit with the Calvary
Baptist Church, Lexington, Kentucky, was
omitted. Sunday, December 8, was spent \\:ﬁh
this prosperous church, the secretary speaking
four times during the day. The canvass i:or
the budget was launched that afternoon, with
good prospects, but the final results have not
been reported to this office.

For many years Dr. T. C. Ecton has been
leading this church to large achievement. It
ranks among the leading churches of the state
in its support of the Co-operative Program.

Suggested Prograr? for
Brotherhood Meeting

Spirited Devotions, consisting of Song,
Scripture, and Prayer (12 minutes).

Business Session (8 minutes).

TOPIC—Debate on RESOLVED THAT THE
CHurcHES Snourp USE THE DouBLE BubD-
GET AND DUrLEX ENVELOPE FOR CHURCH
SUPPORT AND THE CO-OPERATIVE PROGRAM

March, 193

Affirmative
Two speakers

Negative
Two speakers

(7 1-2 minutes for each speaker),
Voluntary remarks (2 minutes each).
Closing words by pastor.

Song and prayer.

SUGGESTIONS

Some of the claims made for the afirmatiy,
are:

1. A member will subscribe more for ty,
causes separately than jointly.

2. The educational effect of considering mjs.
sions separately is valuable.

3. There is not so much temptation to ye
missionary funds for local needs. The double
budget calls for two treasurers.

Some pleas for the negative:

1. The single budget is more simple—leg;
confusing.

2. By this plan every subscriber suppors
every cause, whether missionary in spirit or
not.

3. The percentage of distribution is uni.
form—all funds are distributed on same per.
centages.

Other pleas for each position will oceur.
to the debaters.

Missionary

fols 20 212 2]

Births:

Rev. and Mrs. R. Cecil Moore of Corcep-
cion, Chile, announce the arrival of Virginia
Elizabeth, on November 3, 1929,

Arrivals on Furlough:

Rev. W. C. Harrison, Rio de Janeiro, Bra-
zil. Home address, Bagdad, Ky.

Sailings:
January 17, on S. S. President Lincoln:

Rev. and Mrs. J. R. Saunders, Shiuchow,
China.

January 25, on S. S. American Legion:

Rev. and Mrs. R. M. Logan, Buenos Aires,
Argentina.

Deaths ;
Dr. W. E. ENTZMINGER

On January 18 we received a cablegram
announcing the passing of Dr. W. E. Entz-
minger, of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

Dr. Entzminger was one of the outstanding
missionaries of the Foreign Mission Board.
IIe was born at Blythewood, South Carolina,
on December 25, 1859. He was a graduate
of Furman University and of the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary. 1Ie was ap-
pointed a missionary of the Board in 1891.
His first field of labor was at Pernambuco,
North Brazil, where in the face of bitter
persecution he made a great contribution
towards the establishment of our work.

In 1900 he moved to South Brazil where
in Rio he began the publication of our great
Baptist weekly named O Jowurnal Baptista.
Along with the Journal Baptista he developed
the Brazilian Baptist Publication House, now
known as the Carroll Memorial Baptist Pub-
lishing House. With occasional intermission
he has been connected with this institution
during his entire twenty-nine years of service
in South Brazil.

Secretary T.

Miscellany

B. RAY

s Ppe———— .,

His contribution to our cause in Brazl
through the development of this publication
house is beyond estimation. Ile had an unus-
ually full command of the Portuguese lan-
guage., lHe was a great Bible student and was
able to set forth the gospel of Christ with
pungency and power. While he devoted the
chief part of his energy to the publishing
house he was quite active in building up
churches, Several churches in Rio owe their
existence very largely to his zeal and capable
work. Few men lave made a greater con-
tribution towards the spread of Christianity
in Brazil than has this great-hearted, peerless
and untiring missionary.

IHe was married twice. Ilis first wife was
Miss Maggie Griffith, of South Carolina. They
were married in 1891 and labored together
for thirty years. His second wife was Mr.s.
Amelia Joyce, to whom he was married in |
September, 1922, 1

To his widow and his children our hearts .
go out in affectionate prayer, and with ther
we treasure the memories of his great life

]
Miss MARY ARGYLE TAYLOR |

We have been deeply distressed to learn |
of the death of Miss Mary Argyle Taylor }
in Rome, Italy, on January 4, 1930.

Miss Taylor was one of the daughters .of
Dr. George Boardman Taylor, pioneer mis
sionary to Italy. She was sister to .\Irs; D
G. Whittinghill, and has lived in the Whit-
tinghill home since the death of her father
twenty-two years azgo.

While Miss Taylor was never appointed 35
a missionary of our Board, yet she was “n};
tiring in her efforts in behalf of our WOf
in Italy. She was prolific in the production
of articles about our work, and conducted 3
very extensive correspondence with churches
and pastors in an effort to keep the causi
vividly upon their hearts. She was of gt

assistance to her father during his last years
as well as to Dr. Whittinghill since the passié
of Dr. Taylor.

—
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v dorful Vears——'‘We are coming to
40 ond't; fthc year 1929. What a year
N n! Wonderful in many respects.
lItf }::: hl;e; listened to the advice of some of
§ur friends and had waited, as they suggested,
M (or peace to come in Chx.na, we wou}d have
# issed the best opportunity ’fox: service t.hat
i e have ever had in one year’s time in China.
{low wonderfully the Lorfl leads _us! It has
peen the best year’s work in the history of the
:Stout Memorial Hospital.

«ve are thankful for good health and the
opportunities that have attend?d our labors,
and we press on i the Master.s name as the
‘new year approaches. There is much‘ to be
done. Our greatest need now is not in new
s material equipment or opportunity for service ;
Sbut for re-enforcement of new misuofran'c:.
_Are you going to send them? We wait and
‘work and wonder.”—Gecorge W, Leavell

Wuchow, China.

Opportunity in the School—*"1 personally

still believe in the good opportunity of preach-
F ing the gospel in the school, and any op-
f portunity if we can have even the least hope
of preaching the gospel, we should seize dur-
 ing this chaotic period. If we give up all
the opportunity that we have now, who would
preach the message to the needy?

“About the middle of last month we had
an evangelistic campaign for two weeks. Mr.
Ware led the revival meeting in the first week.
Pastor Kiang Zang Chwen led the evangel-
istic meeting in the second week. We were
so surprised when the students came to us
voluntarily to request the lengthening of the
preaching period Lecause they were so inter-
ested in Pastor Kiang's message. Last Sun-
day twenty-one students of our school were
baptized."—G'stsu E. Chen, Soochow, China.

i

All Safe in Wuckow—"All is well with
lus in Wuchow so far. For eight days we
f have been blocked, and for five we have had
airplanss overhead. Last Tuesday they dropped
ffive bombs, killing eleven and wounding
Etwenty-five. It was fearful and pitiful to
f sce the suffering women and children brought
{}into this hospital for treatment. The city has
® been in a panic with long lines of women and
[ children going to the hills in the morning and
i returning at night.

“We have given out much literature to
f{the thousands who have crowded into the
i compound for protection. Pray that the Lord
i will use even these dangerous times to glorify

\;

hhis name."—/7. /. Sunggs, Wuchow, China.

. < Year of Great Blessings.—'*\We are near-
¥ 102 the end of another year of great blessings
g on this whole field. The outlook never seemed
# so full of promise, and the ingatherings are
i very cheering. Qur needs were also never
350 great. And this leads me to call your
gattention and that of the Board to the ex-
tremely precarious situation of our work in
i this great and rapidly-growing state of far
§i South Brazil, with its over two million souls.
_OUr need of re-enforcement is very serious
findeed, and Brother Ray, we simply cannot
§ vait until the Board gets out of debt before
@ ting re-enforced | To wait much longer means
i 'unous loss to our whole state work. Is there
g 10 possibility of sending us a single couple
§to come to this city as a center, and take up
the general work just as soon as possible?

! “Here we two, IMarley Smith and I, are
< P°mg our best in this great capital city of
thoerto Alegre, _with its 350,000 souls, with
» t(z).;r'eat interior of the state and its scores
4o t}:"ens.an_d a h:fndx'ul ot: native evangelists
o do> work. It is appalling. What are we

0¢ I myself cannot do much work out-
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side of this city, and this leaves Harley Smith
alone as male missionary for all the field out-
side and for much to do in the city itself!
Of course in all this I am not forgetting what
the women can do, and are doing,~but I am
considering the work which only men can do.”
—W. B. Bagby, Porto Alegre, Brasil,

Shall We Work Her to Death?—*1 have
just about all I can do. I teach six Bible
classes a day, and one beginner class who
study First Steps to Great Truths. This
makes seven classes per day, beside keeping
study hall at night. I do not get to go
out very much to visit, but I feel that our
most important work now is to train native
workers. And I really feel that I have never
had a better opportunity for doing real evan-
gelistic work than I have in this school. It
gives us many important contacts outside of
its walls through the students.

“Well, we are just hoping and praying
that soon these strenuous times will be over
and the workers who are being kept at home
may return, and the ranks where some have
fallen out may soon be filled. The oppor-
tunity has never been so great since I-have been
in China. Next year is the year that I should
go on my third furlough, and my parents are
so old, father eighty-seven, and mother seventy-
nine, that I do wish that I might be able to
go, if I knew I could come back, but I do not
intend to go for fear I'll be kept there as so
many others have been! My father and
mother have good care, from my brothers and
sisters over there, and they do not specially
need me, but I just fear that if I go home there
will be no funds to send me back. I don't
think I have ever had better health than I
am having now, although I am carrying quite
a heavy burden, and living in the school and
walking home nearly a quarter of a mile to
my meals when the weather is so I can go
home, and when it isn't I just take a bowl
of millet with the school. I think really
though that the walk back and forth is good
for me.”—Cynthia A. Miller, Laichowfu,
China.

A Noble New Year’s Resolution:

“In recognition of the noble work done
by members of the Foreign Board in re-
ducing so substantially our debt, I wish to
tell you that I made a New Year’s resolu-
tion to pay one-tenth of my salary to Foreign
Missions. I know it is not easy for you to
refuse to send out new workers when the need
is so great, and I want you to know that I
appreciate your efforts to wipe out the heavy
indebtedness under which we now labor.

“The extra tenth will not be so much
money, but if many others who are as fin-
ancially able as I am would pay a propor-
tionate amount, the debt would soon be lifted.”

A Sunday School Teacher Speaks Wisely:

“A good woman whose Sunday school class
gave to Foreign Missions last year over axzd
above their regular gifts a total of 581.3.00_, in
speaking about our Southern B.aptist situation,
uses the following wise expressions:

««f all our people, pastors especially,
would preach missions and give thejr people
the privilege of responding from the:r hearts,
a new day would be upon us now.

“¢T am sure if we will come back to mis-
sions as we should, everything else would get

right.,””

A Farmer's Thoughtfulness:

“I am enclosing check for my annua} do-
nation to missions. I have to do this at
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this time of the year on account of the time
I have to market my tobacco crop. I raised
$429.83, (1,456 pounds), gave my two boys
$25.00 each, and paid $135.00 rent, not to
say anything of fertilizer, canvas, etc. This
is my fifth year. I have receipts from the
Foreign DMission Board for the other four
years, with 8 dollars per year during the
73-Million Campaign, and at the same time
giving to various other causes.”

Good News from Shanghai College~—
“Everything is going on well at the college.
Both the faculty and student body have shown
excellent spirit. OQur teachers have taken keen
interest in the religious work. The new plan
of small, intimate groups for spiritual culti-
vation (modified Sunday school) proved very
successful. There are twenty-five such groups
organized, with more than two hundred fifty
students enrolled. We had special evangel-
istic meetings in the latter part of November.
Dr. T. Z. Koo and Rev. Tseng Shao Hsien
were the leaders. In the college we had
nearly a full attendance of the student body.”
—ferman C. E. Liu, Shanghai, China.

IWell Received ~—**We are most grateful to
our heavenly Father for a comparatively peace-
ful fall. We have been able to work steadily
along. We are finding in Hwanghsien City
more invitations into homes than we can pos-
sibly fill. In our Geood-Will Center Kinder-
garten and school we have some pupils from
the best homes in the city. We are cordially
and warmly received into these homes and it
is an unspeakable joy to take the gospel to
these women and girls whose lives are spent
inside four high walls.

“Miss Florence Lide and I went to Lung-
kow at the invitation of the church there to
help with an inquirers’ class. There were
twenty-seven inquirers and almost as many
‘listeners.” It was our happy privilege to
help some of these into the kingdom.'—./,
L. Franks, Hwanghsien, China.

Crazped Quarters—It seems that the
secondary work is as far off as ever (the
school next year looks forward to its eleventh
year) until we get a building. When the cut
came in 1926 the preaching hall, three squares
away, was given up and the congregation be-
gan to use the former dining room of the
school for its meetings. Only five rooms (two
of these exceedingly small) can be used for
classes. One of them is an elongated affair
made out of two old servants’ rooms thrown
together; two others are large enough for
sleeping quarters for one or two people,
and were used for that purpose formerly; the
remaining two are fairly decent rooms but
are upstairs and are made accessible by a
narrow winding stair. We do have a fine
front, and no mistake about it; we suffer from
external smiles and internal dyspepsia. I don’t
know which does us the most harm. I sin-
cerely thank the Lord that we can continue
somehow in our second term with far more
grace than during the first, and provided only
it is the Lord’s will for us, we should be
happy to continue in our present state all
our lives; but looking from ourselves to the
all-important work, -can it be expected to
progress?’—George A. Bowdler, Buenos
Aires, Argentina.
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MISSIONARY WORKERS OF THE HOME MISSION 'BOARD
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

J. B. LAWRENCE, Executive Secretary
B. D. GRAY, Executive Secretary Emeritus

INDEPENDENT AND DIRECT MISSIONS

J. W. Beagle, Supt., 804 Mortgage Guarantee Bldg.,
Atlanta, Ga.

Foreigners

ALABAMA—DMiss Mary Strange, 510 First Ave., North
Birmingham.

FLORIDA (among Italians)—Box 7293, West Tampa:
Dr. J. F. Plainfield, Miss Fannie Taylor.

FLORIDA (among Cubans)—1909 15th St., Tampa:
Mrs. Emily Black, Mrs. Aruelia Baez. .

ILLINOIS—Miss Mary Kelly, 702 N. Emma St., Chris-
topher; Michael Fabian, 1616 Poplar St., Granite City;
Miss Mildred Bollinger, 1403 N. 53rd St., East St. Louis;
Miss Mary Headen, 601 S. Locust St., West Frankfort.

LOUISIANA—J. W. Newbrough, L. L. Scharfenstein,
740 Esplanade Avenue, New Orleans; Acadia Baptist
Academy, Church Point: Thos. E. Mixon, Howard
Turner, Cecil P. Sansom, Miss Iris Francois, Miss Irma
Kirkpatrick, Miss Vina U. Finley, Miss Olivia Gregory.

MISSOURI—Dr. Piero Chiminelli, 615 Brooklyn St.,
Kansas City. '

NEW MEXICO—J. G. Sanches, 811 S. Third St., Albu-
querque; Pedro Saurez, Las Vegas.

k(l)KLAHOMA—-—Pascal Arpaio, Box 181, Haileyville,
OkKla.

TENNESSEE (among Italians)—Joseph Papia, 973
Eastmoreland Ave., Memphis.

TEXAS (among Chinese)—DMiss Ollie Lewellyn, 1201
Ashby Place, San Antonio; (among Italians) Leonardo
Riscica, Box 610, Beaumont; (among Mexicans) F. R.
Banda, Gonzalez; Rev. and Mrs. Paul C. Bell, Isaac Bell,
Miss Gregoria Garcia, Bastrop; Mrs. Gregoria Garcia
Gonzalez, I. Gonzalez, (Austin field) Box 153, Bastrop;
Daniel Delgado, 15601 Caldwell St., Corpus Christi; Ben-
jamin Diaz, Box 245, Kenedy; Cayetano Garcia, Box 863,
Del Rio; Matias Garcia, 121 San Marcos, San Antonio;
Joel E. Garcia, Box 611, Cameron; Victor Gonzalez,
Wichita Falls; J. A. Lopez, Box 571, Pearsall; Miss
Gladys McLanahan, Box 1138, El Paso; S. P. Mireles, 321
E. Central, Ft. Worth; Geo. B. Mixim, Box 786, Browns-
ville; Emmett Rodriguez, Box 485, Kerrville; Donato
Ruiz, 319 West Avenue, San Angelo; A. Valez, Box 1138
El Paso; Miss Lillie Mae Weatherford, Box 1138, El
Paso; William Ybarro, Bryan; Miguel Chaparro, Box
1151, Abilene; Abel R. Saenz, Box 721 Harlingen; Moises
Robledo, Box 2, Eagle Lake; W. S. Garnett, Dilley; Andres
R. Cavazos, 1316 S. Bernardo St., Laredo; A. Cavazos,
First Church, San Antonio.

Indians

ALABAMA—L. A. Weathers, Box 181, Calvert.

MISSISSIPPI—S. E. McAdory, Union; J. G. Chas-
tain, Coldwater.

NEW MEXICO—Albuquerque: C. W. Burnett, Miss
228t5hy1 Burnett, 1221 N. Third St.; George Wilson, Box

OKLAHOMA—DMiss Grace Clifford, Fairfax; Orlando
Johnson, Ponca City; J. L. Mitchell, Box 172, Pawnee;
D. D. Cooper, Route 3, Shawnee; A. W. Hancock, Rev. A.
Worthington, Pawhuska; Gladys Sharp, Newkirk; T. D.
New, Fairfax.

Nuyaka Indian School, Nuyaka, Okla.: L. M. Wiley,
Supt., 1175 Liveoak Ave., Muskogee; L. B. Alder, J. E.
Towle, G. C. Head.

Negroes

NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION—A. D. Wil-
liams, Cor. Sec., 239 Auburn Ave., Atlanta, Ga.; R. J.
Moore, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; William Howard, Darlington,
S. C.; Geo. W. Hampton, Anchorage; J. W. Jackson, At-
lanta, Ga.; Miles W. Jenkins, Abilene; G. D. McGruder,
Union, La.; Thos. P. Hilliard, Texarkana, Ark.

Special Workers—Jordan Davis, Selma, Ala.; J. H.
Gadson, Macon, Ga.; J. W. Howard, Rome, Ga.; John
Goins, 2010 E. 11th St., Kansas City, Mo.; J. P. Garrick,
Sumter, S. C.; A. L. Brent, Route 4, Staunton, Va.; A.
L. Johnson, 3210 6th St., Fredericksburg, Va.

DEAF-MUTE WORK

J. W. Michaels, 704 Park Ave., Fort Worth, Texas; A.
O. Wilson, 29 Prescott N. E., Atlanta, Ga.

SOLDIERS AND SEAMEN

Capt. W. Y. Everton (Seamen’s Institute), Jacksop.
ville, Fla.; Chap. W. W. Williams (Hospital ex-service
men), Oteen, N. C.; M. W. Royall, 81 Market St.,, An.

napolis, Md.
EVANGELIST TO JEWS
Jacob Gartenhaus, 804 Mortgage Guarantee Bldg., At-
lanta, Ga.
MOUNTAIN SCHOOLS
J. W. O'Hara, Supt., 308 Legal Bldg., Asheville, N. C.

CHURCH EXTENSION

A. J. Barton, Supt.,, 804 DMortgage Guarantee Bldg.,
Atlanta, Ga.

FIELD WORK

Miss Emma Leachman, 804 Mortgage Guarantee Bldg,,
Atlanta, Ga.

MISSION STUDY EDITOR

Mrs. Una Roberts Lawrence, 909-A Bayard Avenue, St.
Louis, Mo.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST SANATORIUM
H. F. Vermillion, Supt., El Paso, Texas.

CUBA AND THE CANAL ZONE

Rev. M. N. McCall, Supt., Mrs. McCall, Baptist Temple,
Dragones y Zulueta, Havana.

Cuban Workers

HAVANA—Baptist Temple. Dragones y Zulueta—
Prof. H. S. McCall, Mrs. McCall, Miss Mildred Matthews,
Miss Eva Smith, Mrs. H. R. Moseley, Miss Edelmira Rob-
inson, Mrs. Josefa Munoz, Rev. Antonio Echevarria, Mrs.
Echevarria, Rev. Z. A. Yeghoyan, Mrs. Yeghoyan. .

HAVANA—Cuban-American College — Prof. M. R.
Vivanco, Mrs. Vivanco, Miss Margot Utrera, Mrs. Luz
Peraza.

HAVANA—Calabazar—DMiss Christine Garnett, Rev.
Rene Alfonso, Mrs. Alfonso.

Rev. R. R. Machado, Mrs. Machado, Vibora; Rev. P. J. |

Franqui, Mrs. Franqui, Arroyo, Apolo; Rev. F. J. de
Armas, Mrs. Armas, Jacomino; Rev. Jacobo Gonzales, Mrs.
Gonzales, Regla; Rev. M. A. Calleiro, Mrs. Calleiro, Guan-
abacoa; Rev. Fernando Santana, Mrs. Santana, Melena
del Sur; Rev. J. B. Silva, Aguacate; Rev. J. J. Negrin,
Mrs. Negrin, Batabano; Rev. J. M. Marques, Mrs. Mar-
ques, Mariel; Rev. Emilio Planos, Mrs. Planos, Guanajay;

Rev. Eugenio Calejo, Mrs. Calejo, Rev. M. M. Cale-

go, Mrs. Calego, Cruces; Rev. Juan B. Ferrer,
Mrs. Ferrer, Artemisia; Rev. Agustin Lopez, Mrs.
Lopez, Consolacion del Sur; Rev. Arturo Corujedo, Mrs.
Corujedo, Pinar del Rio; Rev. Angel Pinelo, San Andres;
Rev. Edelmiro Becerra, Mrs. Becerra, Matanzas; Rev.
Moises Gonzales, Mrs. Gonzales, Santa Clara; Rev. Rafael
Fraguela, Mrs. Fraguela, Esperanza; Rev. Antonio
Martinez, Mrs. Martinez, Cardenas; Rev. Alfonzo Vallmit-
jana, Mrs. Vallmitjana, Calabazar; Rev. Filomeno Her-
nandez, Mrs. Hernandez, Ranchuclo; Rev. Heriberto Rod-
riguez, Mrs. Rodriguez, Palmira; Rev. Arturo Pontigo,
Lajas; Rev. A. T. Bequer, Mrs. Bequer, Cienfuegos; Miss
Virginia Perez, Cienfuegos; Rev. Alejandro Pereira. Mrs.
Pereira, Cumunayagua; Rev. A. S. Rodriguez, Mrs. Rodri-
guez, Sagua la Grande; Rev. Enrique Vasquez, Cama-
juani; Rev. Benigno Diaz, Mrs. Diaz, Caibarien; Rev.
J. L. Greno, Mrs. Greno, Sancti Spiritus; Rev. J
Fleytes, Mrs. Fleytes, Trinidad; Rev. Daniel Hernandez,
Mrs. Hernandez, Casilda; Rev. Domingo Hernandez, Mrs.
Hernandez, San Juan y Martinez; Rev. Casto Lima, Mrs.
Lima, Jovellanos.

Canal Zone Worker
Rev. and Mrs. Stephen Witt, Balboa.

!




RO St gy N SRS Sy

Grocecery Bills
All Paid ... and

A QD Sesiace

F you want plenty of money to pay all your grocery bills—

and $8 to $10 in a day besides—just send me your name and

I'll show you a new, pleasant, interesting way to get it. I'll
give you the same chance I gave to L. C. Van Aller, of 1llinois,
who reports that he averages more than $100 profit a week. You
don't need any experience. Gustav Karnath, a farm laborer in
Minnesota, says, “Made $20.35 the first five hours.” Mrs. B. L.
Hodges, of New York, writes, “Earning more money than ever
before. Never fall to make a profit of $18 to $20 a day.” Right
now I am offering you the same opportunity 1 gave these people.

Big Profits for Easy Work

I am President of a milllon-dollar Company. 1 distribute high-
quality Groceries and other lHousehold Necessities direct from
factory to user through Authorized Local Representatives. Last
year my Representatives made nearly two million dollars! Now
1 invite you to share in these profits. I'll give you an exclusive
territory. I'll help you make big money from the very start,

No Capital or Experience Needed

You don’t need capital, training or experience. All you have to
do is call on your friends and my established customers in your
locality and take care o? their orders. It is easy. Victor Baumann,
of Florida, says, “Made $83 clear profit first 5 days.” Mrs. K. R.
Roof, of S. C., says, “Made over $50 the first week I started.”
Get into this iInteresting, big-pay work yourself. YOU DON'T
RISK A CENT. Keep your present job and start with me in
spare time if you want to. Oscar
Stuart, of W, Va., reports $18 profit
in 214 hours.

SEND NC MONEY!

Just send me your name—nothing

GIVEN!
New Ford
Tudor Sedan
NOT a contest. I offer

making opportunity right now. You
have everything to gain—not a penny
to lose. So mail the coupon. I'll
send you my amazing new plan that
offers plenty of money to pay all
your grocery bills and $8 to $10
in a single day besides. I will
give you the big opportunity you’ve
2 been waiting for. MMail coupon
—=TODAY SURE.

extrareward—incddstion
to your regular profits.
Write for pamchars.

Albert Mills, Pres., American Products Co.,
5400 Monmouth Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio.

| Tell me, without cost or obligation, about your wonderful

new proposition that offers money to pay all my grocery
| Dbills and $8 to $10 in a day besides. Also explain your
[ new Ford offer.

Name .oiittieeerninnreeeerecneecacnncoascaccecanns

AdAreSS t.uveeerevcansessscecescconesncnccsccconnss

C. A. P. Co. (Print or Write Plainly)

———— ]
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WhenYou Think. "

- Send for our Big

FREE Catalog of Wear-

ing Apparel for All'the Family

— It Will Save You Mohey. Just
Clip Out Coupon on Dotted Line,

Trade with your

STATE BAPTIST BOOK

STORE

BOOKS BY ALL PUBLISHERS AS WELL AS OUR OWN

SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD

Fill in Your Name, Address andMail.

Many New Spring Titles to Choose From

MAIL THIS COUPON

U € G Chuzazs W80 Ords (o, Cliags
Gentlemen: Please send me your Big Spring Catalog FREE.

Rake
ADDRES® . ..

FOWN.

| Chicagd

STate

Order Co,

vhn age 1

Mail

HAVE YOU ENOUGH

Sunday School Periodicals, Bibles,
B.Y.P. U. Quarterlies and other
helps for your Church’s need?

Order From
The Sunday School Board
Southern Baptist Convention

NAO0O0W

Nashville, Tennessee

ALABAMA......-....-..517 North 22nd SL. Blrmlnxham
ARKANSAS....405 Fed. Bank & Trust Bldg., Little Rock
FLORIDA.....cc0000.0..218 West Church St., Jacksonvillae !
GEORGIA...cceeevsaceccsessss317 Palmer Bldg., Atlanta
ILLINOIS cevcvevees..501 St Louls Ave., East St. Louis :
KENTUCKY..cveerveecnceaaaead323 Guthrie St., Louisville
LOUISIANA..........301 Giddens-Lane Bldg., Shreveport
MARYLAND........ ++.403 Hearst-Tower Bldg., Baltimore
MISSISSIPPl.c.ecececeeess 502 East Capitol St., Jackson
MISSOURL...(Book Dept.) 1023 Grand Ave., Kansas City
NEW MEXICO...ccvvvesscsscaress.Box 485, Albuquerque
NORTH CAROLINA.....Biblical Recorder Bldg., Raleigh
OKLAHOMA............223 W. First St., Oklahoma City
SOUTH CAROLINA........1301 Hampton Ave., Columbia
TEXAS.eeesecccccscancascasscesess 1019 Maln St., Dallas
VIRGINIA.cseeeersenress.110 North Second St., Richmond
TENNESSEE, and all states not llsted above,

Sunday School Board
Southern Baptist Convention
Nashville, Tennessee

W

NA00

you a new car as an else. Grasp this wonderful money-.
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It Seemed SO
to Hear Her

We Knew She Had Never Taken

a Lesson from a Teachr.’

. E always thought of her as an on-
looker, you know. A sort of social
wallflower. Certainly she had

never been popular, never the center of

attraction in any gathering.

That night of the party when she said,
“Well, folks, I'll entertain you with some
selections from Grieg’—we thought she
was joking. A rather poor joke, at that.
But she actually did get up and seat herself
at the piano.

Everyone laughed—and went right on
chatting. I was a little sorry for her. But I
saw her chin go up, her eyes flash. She play-
ed a chord, and it rang through the room
like a challenge. “Listen!” it seemed to say.

And suddenly the room was hushed . . . .

She vplayed Anitra’s Dance—played it
with such soul fire that the room faded and
we seemed to see gypsies swaying and
chanting around the camp fire. Everyone
sat forward, tense, listening, When the
last glorious chord vanished like an echo,
she turned around and faced us, her face
glowing, her eyes happy. “Welll” she
seemed to be saying, “you thought I was
bluffing. But I cax play!”

We were astonished—and contrite. We
surged forward in a mass to congratulate
her. “How did you do it?"’ “Why, you are
wonderful!” “We can't believe you never
had a teacher!” An onlooker no longer—
she was popular! She played for us all
evening, and now no one would even think
of having a party without inviting her.

She Told Me About It Later

We were lifelong friends, and I felt I could
ask her about it. “You
played superbly!” I said.
“And I know you never

had a teacher. Come—
what’s the secret?”

“No secret at alll” she Plans
laughed. ‘I just got tired Organ
of being left out of things § Ukulele
and I decided to do some- § Trombone
thing that would make me Clecolo
popular. I couldn’t afford §

an expensive teacher and I
didn’t have the time for a
lot of practice—so I decided
to take the famous U, S.
School of Music course. In
my spare time, you know.”

“You don’t mean to say
you learned how to play so
beautifully by  yourself,
right at home in your spare
time?”" I was astounded,
I couldn’t believe it.

“Yes—and it’s been such
fun! Why, it's as easy as
A-B-C, and I didn't have
a bit of trouble. I began
playing almost from the
start, and right from music.
Now I can play any piece
—classical or jazz. From
the notes, you know.”

Pick

f Your Instrument

Hawailan Steel Guitar
Sight Singing
Plano Accordion

Volee and Speech Culture
Drums and Traps

Automatiec Finger Control

Banje (Plectrum, 5-String or
Tenor)

PROOF!

R “I am makiag excellent prog-
g ress on the ‘cello—and owe it
all to your easy lessons.””
George C, Lauer,
Belfast, Maine,

£ ‘I am now on my 12th lesson
i and can already play simple
g Dleces. I knew nothing about
music when I started.’”
Ethel Harnishfeger,
Fort Wayne, Ind.

8 I have completed only 20 les-
R sons and can play almost any

kind of music
k friends are astonished. I now
§ play at Church and Sunday
R School.””

Turner B. Blake, 3
Harrisburg, I, §

“You're  won-
derful!” I breathed.
“Think of playing
like that, and learn-
ing all by yourself.”

“I'm not wonderful,”
she replied. “Anyone could do it. A
child can understand those simplified
lessons. Why, it’s like playing a game.”

“You always wanted to play the violin
—here’s your chance to learn quickly and
inexpensively. Why don't you surprise
everyone, the way I did?”

I took her advice—a little doubtfully at
first—and now I play not only the violin
but the banjo!

How You Learn Any Instrument
So Easily This Way

The amazing success of students who
take the U, S. School course is largely
due to a wonderful, newly
perfected method that
makes reading and playing
music almost as simple as
reading aloud from a book.
Violin Ypu simply can’t go wrong.
Clarinet First, you are ¢old how a
gﬁ;hm’ ] thing is done, then a pic-
Harp § ture shows you how, then
Mandolin you do it yourself and Aear
it. No private teacher could
make it any clearer. The
admirable lessons come to
you by mail at regular in-
tervals. They consist of
complete: printed instruc-
tions, diagrams, all the
music you need, and music
paper for writing out test
exercises. And if anything
comes up which is not
entirely plain, you can
write to your instructor
and get a full, prompt
personal reply!

Whether you take wup
piano, violin, ’‘cello, organ,
saxophone, or any other
instrument, you find that
every single thing you need
to know is explained in
detail. And the explanation

I wish. My 3§

W “She played Anitrd's
Dance — played it
stith such sosl fire
that the room faded
and tve seemed Lo see
Lypsies swaying and
chanting around the
camp fpre”

is always practical, Little theory—plenty
of accomplishment. That's why students
of this course get ahead rwice as fast—
three times as fast—as those who study
old-time, plodding methods.

Booklet and Demonstration
Lesson Sent FREE

You, too, can quickly teach yourself to be
an accomplished musician right at home.
This wonderful method has already shown
over half a million people how to play their
favorite instruments by smote. To prove
that you can do the same, let us send you
our booklet and valuable Demonstration
Lesson—both FREE. The booklet will
also tell you all about the amazing new
Astomatic Finger Control.

Forget the old-fashioned idea that you
need “talent.” Read the list of instruments
to the left, decide which you want to play,
and the U. S. School of Muzic will do the
rest. At the average cost of only a few
pennies a day to youl

Send coupon now. Act without delay.
Instruments supplied when needed, cash of
credit. U. S. School of Music, 31-] Bruns-
wick Building, New York City.

U. 8. SCHOOL OF MuUsIC
31-1 Brunswick Bullding, New York Clty

Please send me your free book *‘Music Lessons in Yout
Own Home' with introduction by Dr. Frank Crane,
Demonstration Lesson, and particulars of your easy D
ment plan. I am interested in the following course:

Have you the above Instrument?....ccccocscccssssossss®
NAMO tuecvcecccscccsccscsccascsrsessassosossssnasr®®
Address ....ccveeee essessnsrssces eesensecas cesseveest

CIty cocececccscescnnscccnscncecs Btale covenere cavese

MLM» FYIN
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