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—}%ppointmcnts.

At the Jast meeting of the Board cleven new appoint-
wents were made,  Anwng them Rev, W, Barkesdale, to
Tlorence, N+ Ala,, in the bounds of the Middle Tennessce
(eneral Association.

Rev. E. Strode, formerly of Shelbyville, Tenn,, was
gppointed missionary to Chattanooga, Fennessce, in place
o Rev. Wi Wood, resigned. Bro, Strode is a gentle-
man of great encrgy and power as 3 preacher.  Bro. Wood
in taking leave of his field, says:

«I lave baptized one, and know of five professed eons
versions. A church is organized, and furnished with the
yeeessary constitution, covenant, articles of faith, and
rules of decorum; has disposed of o very troublesome dif-
feulty s now numbers thirty; hus two deacons, & fulr title
joits lot of ground, amd likely to come in possession of
quite & convenient howse i which to worship, and with
propriety may expeet in a little while important accessions
in membership and strength to the cause bere.  With the
close of this month I will hare been in the service of the
Board nine and 2 half months, in which I Lave done the
best Icould. I cannot sufficiently adore that bencficent
ard compassionate Being, who through peril xed afttiction
hog kept me thus far, aud to his Almighty protection I
Jeave the cause in Chattanooge. May he Lless you, my,
dear brother, and preside in the counsels of the Board,
give effect to the work of faith and labor of love of Lis
own people, ¢ till the desert shall rejoice and blossour as the
rose.”

Rev. E. Strode writes:

«There is material here for a very respectable church,
if properly united. Several members are holding letters
from other Baptist churches, not having uvited, as yet,
with the little band here, but will do so soon, There is
al4o considerable outside influence for Baptists, nhich can
- be made efficient in building up the cause, if reasonablo
eforts are made by our people to do their part of the work,
Avto the place commercially, I think its prospeets for the
futare in the highest degree flattering—second to no point
b in the South-west, This may be supposed somewhat ex-
¢ tavagant, but had I tiwe in this communication, I could
present suflicient to make good my remark. Its manufac.
turing resources and facilities are immense.”

}  Situated as Chattanooga is, ot the Lead of the Georgia

Railroad, on the line of the Nashvilla Raileead, on slu
Tennessee river, close to the Look-out mountain, one of
' the most delightful places for summer residence and resort
in the South or West, the importance of the field cannot
b well be over estimated,

Rev. I, F, Boyakin has heen appointed 1o the Baptist
church at St. Joseph, Miseouri, A friend says:

«Itisa young city, of only about 10 or 12 years’
danding, now the second city in the State, and contains
3 population of 4,000 inhabitants, and over. A railroad
is about being commenced 1o connect this place with the
Mlantic cities , othersare in contemplation ; and these, and
the prospects of Nebraska Territory being organized, are
attracting people here constantly,

%Qur church is called the First Baptist ehurch of St,
Joeph.  We number 70 memwbers, two-thirds of whic are
b lemales. There ars the following churches in this city,
viz: Roman Catholics, 100 1embers, meeting-house com«
pleted; Presbyteriany, 30 members, meeting-house com-
pleted; Methodist, South, 75 members, meeting-house
completed ; Methodist, North, D0 members, meeting-house
completed ; Episcopalians, 10 meibers, meeting-house in
eontemplation; Reformers, 40 members, meeting-house
rommenced. Al of the above churches are supplied with
E regular pastors,  Besides these churches there are Uni-
versalists here, who are making strong efforts to organize
and build up a church.  There are also quite a number of
Yormons, who hold forth their regular meetings.”

The Baptist Cause, Micanopy, E. Florida,

The application of the Baptist chureh at this point had
tobe laid on the table at our last mecting, because the
Board had gone as far in making appointments as was safe
vith the present amount of fands :

“I'have never seen a more interesting field than this, and
ome that ealls more loudly for the notico of Daptists, and
from which the Board will ere long sco and reccive a larger
teturn for its aid bestowed. A short sketeh of its history
Tiay not be amiss.

“Two years ago I settled in this place an invalid, and
ater research and enquiry, I found two Baptiat families,
n¢ cight, the other ten miles from the place, and the
tonntry sparsely settled. Since then the population has

en pouring in, until the country is now settled with per-
haps a population, inferior in intelligence to none that can
¢ found in any country, and people of good estates.
[ Anong them a portion of influential Baptists have pur-
b thased, but not many are yet settled.  Our church num-
B 1S now twenty-five members, but many of them are
‘ tetiling in the woods, and owing to tho heavy expense
§ Cnnected with that cireumstance, are not able to con-
g tibute, ag they would otherwise. Others, that wili be
| 3ble to contribute largely, will not settle their families
bere il] pexy fall, and we shall not have their aid this
§ Jear. We believe that another year, having gotten
 through with the expense of building a house for worship,
% shall be more able to raise $1,000, than we are this
Jear $300.

“The persons who are members of no chureh, are gene-
““.}' discreot, churchegoing people, and manifest much
eire for regular preaching. Indeed, the field seems
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ready for the sickle, and some one must reap the harvegt,
The Methodist denowivation have already discovered:it,
:‘md laoking upon tlis as promising to be ono of the most
Important points of the State upou which to make a strong
hold, are sending their best winisters here, and haye
sclected it as the plaee to build « seminary of learning
under the eontrol of Conference. So far as intelligence
and character are coneerned, the Baptists certainly stan
foremost: and I most sincerely believe, that all which i é

necessary fur the Laptists to veap the harvest, is a goé
efficient winister, with 1he Dlessings of the Holy Spirit
Lam persuaded that the church is doing all that it is bl
to do at present, and now, with the aid of the Board, this
may bo made a point from which may go out an influcnce
to do a mighty work in Florida. The principles of the
Baptists Lave not been known among the peeple of Hast
Florida, and hence not appreeiated, I trust, my brother,
the Board may vespond to our appeal, and aid us all they
can. [ write by request of the church.
Sincerely yours,
ROBT. A. CHILD.

The Baptist Church at Hannibal, Mo. )
At the Iast meeting of the Board of Domestic Missions,
this chureh applied for assistance to the amount of $200
It, with four other applications equally interesting, bad to
be laid on the table, because the Board had gove as far as
it could prudently, with the amount of funds on band.
Perhiaps sowe church or individual would furnish the
Board specially with funds to aid at one or two such points.
The following are the facts of the case:
Extract from the letter of the Committec of the Church.
The church is very desirous to retain its pastor'y ser-
vices, but we find for the coming year it will be impossible
to do so, unless we get your assistance.  We consider this
a very important point, and every effort should be made
by us to sustain our enuse here. The church has been
heavily tased in erecting a house, and but little wealth is
in our membership. We think if we can get your aid in
support of the ministry for a short time, we will be ablo by
the blessing of God to maintain the cause onrselves. The
chureh with 8200 from you, could support its pastor.
Extract from o private letter in vegard to Hinnibal, Mo,

It is important for the Baptists to hold o respectable
standing. There are now in that city six Jasge houses of
public worship, and will be some two or three more
churches built. There are now the Baptist church, Camp-

bellite, two Methodist, northern and southern, .and two
Dar dpbautam, mam and 13 eolvule Thy churches in con.

templation are the Episcopalian, Roman Catholie, and
Universalist, all of whom speak of building cliurches there,
which I suppose they will accomplish shortly. The Bap-
tist cause should be sustuined. As they bave the house,
but are not able to support their minister without aid, they
hope you will grant them some.

There are now under way two plank roads to that place,
and alto a railroad under contract from there to St. Ju-
sephy on the Missomi river, some 200 iles in length,
which will connect the Mississippi and Missouri rivers by
railroad, and the road will run through the garden of that
State. It will go through the best land, and Hannibal is
bound to be a considerable place. It now s some 3,000
{nlabitants, and will incrense rapidly, and make, 1 think,
fu o fow years, a considerable eity, The preacher there
now is a good wan, and also a man of fine sense, and a ve-
spectable preachers e is sound in the Baptist doctrine,
and I think may do good if he ean live or be sustained.

- DU
Reports of Missfonarfes.

It will be perceived that in the reports we publish this
month a much larger nuwber of baptisis are recorded than
is usual, 'This is the more cneouraging, as the scason em-
braced in these reports is ewphatically the rainy and in-
clement scason of the year, when fewer attend worship,
and nhen thevefore fower nsually are baptized, Several
young men are also reported a3 prepazing for the ministry.

Tiev. John L. Mills, our missionary at Shelbyyville,
Tesas, has been afllicted with sore eyes for nearly three
months. Ilis Lealth is now re-cstablished.

Rev. D. Shaver retired from the agency of the Board of
Domestic Missions at the close of Feb’y last.

Rev. Wi, Lea, missionary in Arkansas, mentiovs four
whites baptized, two deacons, and one minister ordained,
e says:

#The great amount of rain, and ill health, will necount
why my report is not more full. My health is now good.
The greater portion of Fastern Ack. is verg low and flat,
and Las for sume wecks been flooded with water, which has
made it almost impossible to pass from one portion of my
bounds to the other; and when I can, T am not expected,
owing to the inclemency of the weather.  Pedobaptists
Liave occupied here for years pretty much alone. About
one-third of the baptisms have been from the Pedobaptists,
Tywo ministers will soon be baptized. This certainly is one
of tlie most prospectuve fields I have ever seen. We have
formed a General Association for this portion of the
State.”

tev. J. I Clark, missionary in Putnam county, Ga,
reports ten whites baptized, six restored, and ten convert-
¢d, not yet baptized.

Rev. W, C. Mynatt, missionary in DeKalb co, Als,
reports eight white persons baptized, and four received by
lotter, ,

Rev. J. I, Breaker, missionary at Key West, one bap-
tized, and three received by letter.

tev. Win. Wood reports eight received by letter.

Rev. Jeremizh Reeves, missionary to the negroes, Dal-
las county, Ala., reports 32 reccived for baptism, and 27
baptized, two restored; all blacks, Ooe minister and two
deacons, whites, ordained.

i Wie vt . Lot
Rev, Jeswe Witt, missionary in Toxas, reports eight white
gorsnm baptized, seven received by letter; sixtoen have
rofessed conversion, not yet baptized.

Altogether, this wonth, about 150 baptisma are men-

¥ i“i"fd in our reports.

\ - . . .
Fom One Rliszionries.

gi VIRGINIA.
N Rickmond~Report of Rev, Reuben Ford,
. Tiftg-five sermons, and the baptism of twenty-six whites
pre reperted,
{""l‘hfngs are very cucourngiug indecd. There has been
. Interesting state of things in my field, during the whole
&f ‘tlm past quarter.  Qur meetings are still very interest

g My last meoting in the quarter now ended, was one
¢f doep interest, T nm decidedly of the opinion that the
esstern part of Richmond i3 ono of the most prowising

'Ids in Virginia,  We have determined to build a good
Jouse of worship, and for this objeet to raise the suwm of
$3000, of which I have taken subscriptions to the amonnt
off $4000, and hope during the present month to got the
requninder, and if so, wo shall commence our honse as soon
n.d' the weather will adwit.  We are very much in want of
a¥r)ud howse,  The hall in which we now worship iy en-
tix‘;‘cly too small for our congregation: although it will seat
i n 230 to 300 persons, yet T suppose thera were 50 per-
803 on yesterday who wished to get seals aml could not
ob'{ain theni.

T'baptized during the past quarter two Methodists.

Our Lrethren, in consequence of their heavy expenses
incurred in keeping up worship here, in addition to their
subseriplions to their respective chiurches, and the effort
whi_ch we are now making to build ns & howse, will not be
able for some time to do much for the cause of missions,
Ygt.' the time will come, I believe, when the Buard will be
nmplg rewarded for what they aro now doing for the peo-
ple here  Tdonnt know that T have anything more to
compunicate, that would be of interest to the Buard, My
labérs during the quarter now ended were as much as 1
could stand, indecd, nt one time I thought I should have
to stop for a while, but T am now very well and hope to
be s;ﬁtively engaged during the present quarier,

o SOUTH CAROLINA.
th f’cndletou.-—lteport of Rev. T. P, Eurle.
SinceiI mado my last report, 1 liave baplized 2 young
, Ao i e e, ¥ o
xmit?,z’:‘e}neﬂhanm;’and whédid' woﬁanf"‘"dﬁr?e‘;lrs ago the

young man came to Pendleton an infidel, and of courso
careloss ahent s ligivme M Cathae fa on nwewred dulidele
Uunder the influence of some ious friends, Le way induced
toattend the Sunday school, whero he Lecawe interested
in the Bible class, and soon in his soul’s salvation. Ile
has ever since continued an interested mewher of the Bi-
Lle class, as well as a faithful teacher in the Sunday sehool,
and is now a eonsistent and worthy membher of the ehureh.
Iis brother T hope will join soon, Al other iteuss a3 bes

fore. ‘The Sunday school i3 in a very flonrishing condition,

ALABANA.
Blountsville—Repore of Rev, Py M, Musgrore,

Taclosed you have my report for the last quarter, 1
have nothing of much importance to comumunicate tu the
Board.  You will see that I have baptized twenty-three
duritg the quarter. There is pot, however, thut interest
maniested in wy field that I wish to see, yeb there are
some who are as zealons in the good work ss ever, One
of the members I baptized was formerly a Universalist,
but i now one of the most active membera we have. Some
havecome out from I'edobaptist traditions, and embraced
the trath a3 it is in Jesus, There has been no small stir
in Dlountsville of late, about a sermon I preached lust
summer on communion, in which T set the matter before
the people in a diffevent light to what they hiad been nc-
custaned to hearing from Pedobaptists, The last month
of my quarter hay been very rainy here, so much so that
it ha¢ been impossible to do much labor,

MISSISSIPPIL
Nutchez—Report of Rev, B. B. Gibbs.

W3 have at length emerged from the clouds and the
wilderness.  Qur brethren look with favor on our position,
and give us their pragers and- their countenance. This
affords us great encouragement,  Our meetings for prayer
afford ug opportunities for freely expreasing to each other
these indications of the good hand of God wpon us; snd
then we bow and ask that we may feel the responuibility
we ate under, to extend the honor of our risen Redecmer.
Then our souls go out in fecvent prayer for the impenitent.
Tt was at a time like this, a few weeks since, that the pas-
tor folt impressed to ask if there was not one who wished
the pragers of God’s people in his behelf; and threo rose
up and thus requested it. The same evening & young
friend, of only fifteen years, related to us the dealingy of
(od with her soul, and was reccived for baptism. As we
returned to our homes that night we felt refreshed ; some-
thing like the two disciples, perhaps, for we had evidence
of the prosence of the Baviour. All our meetings for
prager are precious scasens.  We feel a8 though we had
lost our usual feast when the night is inclement, and we
cannot meet. W have been interrupled in this way sev-
eral times during the quarter.

But we enjoyed another privilege, of which we must
speak, On Lord’s day night, the 19th inst., we met in
our house. A large assembly conveted—most of them
young people. We spoke from the words of the Saviour
recorded in John, xiv, 15; showing that obzd:’en’ce rises
out off love to the Soviour, The sudience were solemn
and ditentive. We then led the young friend spoken of
abov# down into the watery grave, where she pue on Christ
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uec?r}ling to the primitive mode, The season was one of
thrilling interest to ns all, We expected to enjoy a similar

ve'nted. Thug is the Jord giving us great encouragement,
We trust that as a chureh wo feel grateful, and are ready
t‘m: the work of the Lord. W ara very anxious to see
this city conquered and taken eaptive by trath, Now the
Lord iy evidently waitiug to bless, the people seem i
pressible, and we hope ere long to speak of a great display
of grace.

You notico in my report the number of visits is large.
Let‘ me say that I regard this port of my work as peculisr-
ly important, Private conversation and prayer is the
stl:oug arm of the pastor. Here, ospecially, we believe
this essential in building up the cause. Mony are thus

called out who would not otherwisa coma. Many of these
visits have been froquent calls on the siok. ’

Clear Creck Chureh, located at Washington, 6 miles
from Natchez, has been destitute of the preached word for
two years, At their request I have visited them, and
preached three times. I lave been supplied, however,
lieree  We hopo that the time is uot distant, when we
shall be Dlcssed of God in the couversion of many souls.

LOUISIANA,
Grand Cheniere—Report of Rev. E. B. Carter,
He mentions the baptinu of seven white persons, and
the eonversion of nino not yet bupﬁzed.‘

Grand Cheniere,—The chureh at this place T beliove is
in peace ab prosent, hut we have had to exelndo throe of
our members,

Caleasien Pags.—TIn this sunll sctilement we have had
some pleasant times. Wa have baptized two, and two
wore profess o hope in Chvist. ‘Thero is o deep interest
felt by ull of this peoplo.

Jolnson's Bagou.—TI have baptized four at this point
since my last report; thero are four more that profess hope
in Christ at this place. T think wo will eonstitute a ¢hurch
at this point soon, Iam preaching at three other points
occagionally, with some interest.

TEXAN,
Galveston.—Report of Rev. J, I, Stiteler,

This closes my connection wilh the Board at Jfarion,
I cannot fully express my appreciation of the confidence
they have reposed i me, nor the high apprieiation which
T havo of the cause in which they are engaged. T trust

but also a lively internst In tho cause of domestio missions.
During my conncetion with {his Board, T have fulfilled

my trust to tho best of my nbilil{. My success has not
been such ag 1 huve desired, but I sincerely hopo that my

Inbors have not been in vain, Duty is ours, but the ro-
sults are God's,

T shall remave from hero to Washington county, where
I shall, in all probability, accept a professorship, which
has been temlered to me by the unanimous vote of the
trustees of Baylor University, which is now in a very
flourishing condition. I have decided upon this course, as
far a3 1 have come to a deeision, solely from a wense of du-
ty, and the more vendily, ag at least part of iy time will
he occupied in preaching.

MISSOURI, .
St. Louis—Report of Rev, Josep Walker,

1t iy possible and almost prolable that I may find it ne-
cossary to leave St. Louls early in the ensuing summer,
This climate has extremes of heat and cold, which are very
injurious to my constitution, and the very frequont changes
and sudden transifions of the weather have caused me
several spelly of sickness. My wifo Las enjoyed no good
health during her residence in this oity, and while I do not
ascribe ler afilietions entirely to the climato of this place,
I am certain that much of it can he traced to that cause.
Whether theso would be good reasons for abandoning a
position whera there is a» much reed of the gospel, and
where some good at least has been done, aro questions now
occupying my thoughts. I awm gure that it is & bud poliey
to leave o church during the snamer months, especially 8
new intercat, but this, in tny cuse, should I continue here,
would be unavoidable, I believe, knowing, as I think I
do, the views and feelings of brethren, I could manage so
a3 to leave the church, should I deem it my duty, without
any serions detriment to Ler prosperity, DBy selecting a
man with the consent, of my chureh, whon the 2nd Church
would approve, the end would be accomplished, The chief
end, then, of this epistle, is this: Would the Board con-
tinue their support throughout this year, the same as o
we should I deem it iy duty to leave, and with tho aid of
all the other parties interested, procure a man to take my
place? I should like to be able to say that they would,
pot do I much doubt but that they will. Please writo me
on {his subject.

After service yesterday morning, I heard of one inqui-
rer as to the way of salvation.

The extreme illness of my wife, ever since two weeks
before Christmas, has prevented me from making family
visits, so that T caunot report the condition of my church
and congregation, Kxpecting for several days that ska

is now convalescent, her clains on my watchfulness will
confine me to the hanse week longer, at least,
St. Louis.—Report of Rev. E. J. Ouen.

This church was eonstituted on September 22nd, 1851,
1t consisted of sixteen members from the 2nd church of
this city, and two from other churches, We commenced
under very unfavorable circumstances, yo, through the
kind Llessing of God, we have continued to inerease gnd-"
ually in number and in eficiency. Many members ' frozm
the church and congregation baye been taken from 2s dos

ring the year, some by the hand of death, and otbers by.

occasion last Lord’s day, but the inclement weather pre-

must die, I could not leave her hedside; aud although she '

wy N4

thut T shall not only foel their personal conduct Jo myselty 48" "+
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our 'presonﬁrrospects, howgver, are
er been,  Daring the year soveral
J, five of whom put on Christ by
and one by ex-

vemoval from the cily;
Petter than they haveer
wero hopefully converte
baptism, eighteen were recoived by letter,
perience.

Our expenses for rent and incidental expenses, up to
this time, have been over six Lundred dollars, one hundred
and 6fty of which were kindly contributed by mewmbers of
the Seeond Church, and the balance, $450, was raised
among ourselves.

Tn view of what has been done and the prospects before
us, we feel greatly encouraged in our labors,

Domestic Misslons.

eriod in the history of our country, has the
Eomestic Missions of ‘the Sonthern Baptist Con=
vention, since the organization of that Convention, been
placed in so vesponsible a position as at present. The
prosperity of all our bepevolent cnterprises 13 identified
with home evangelization. 1f these benevolent enterpri-
ses are the emanations of snlightened piety, the}r mainten-
cnce depends upon the sawe source. If this piety is per=
mitted to languish, the sad consequences are felt through-
out the whole interests of Zion. Before nn adequate sup-

Iy of men and means can be furnished, for all th‘e varied
fnterests of the church of Christ, our own population must
be suppliod with o preached goopels The domostis mis-
sionary enterprise is the great cem‘ml wheel in the whole
machinery, upon the motions of which everything depends.
«When it woves they move.” It is utter folly to talk
sbout, the churches waking up to the duty of sending the
gospel to the henthen of other countries, when they arc at
our very doors. Without the least intention of diverting
one dime from the freasury of our Foreign Board, we ask
where is the consistency of sending men and wmoney from
our churches to evangelize Canton in Ching, while New
Orleans is left 2 moral waste? It bhas been said, tlmt.“d.lb“
tance lends enchantment to the view,” but to the Christian
the converse of this ovght to be true. Ile who turnsa
deaf ear to tho wants of his own country, nay well ques-
tion whether his offerings to another, will secure to him,
at least, the promised Llessing, While this is adnitted to
be his duty, Le isnot to permit the other to remain un-
done. Au enlarged demestic wissionary spirit pervadiog
all our churchey, would wultiply, beyond all our present
conception, our means in every channel of Christian effort.
8.1, Baptist,

At no
Board of

The Catechumens.
CONCLUDED,
The Baptism of Catechumens.

After the Catechumens had received the counsels and
instructions of the Catechbumenical state, they were en-
couraged of themselves to apply to the pastor of the church
for baptism, This they did by handing in their names
to him & week or two beforchand, He would make the
requisite enuiries, and if sutisfied, propovnd them to the
church; at which time, Dr., Cave thiuks, a3 well as at bape
tism, they would profess their renunciation of the service
of Satan, and of the vapities of the world. Cave Prim,
Christ., p. 163, and Coleman p. 54, One of the deacons
would then exhort tho church in this strain: Yo that are
abont to bo illuminated (i. e, baptized) pray, Let all of
us, the faithful, pray earnestly for them, that the Lord
may deem them WOTINY AT(ET Leluy luldated July e deatl
of Christ, to rise with him and become partakers of his
Xingdom and communicants of his mysteries; may unite
them to and numter them among those that are saved in
his holy church. Save them and ruise them up in his
grace.”

The pastor then prayed for them thus: «Thou who hast
formerly said by thy prophets to those that were to be iu-
itiated, ¢Wash ye, become clean,’ « . . . . do thou thyself
even now look upon them that are about to be baptized,
and bless them, and sanctify them, and prepare them, that
they may become worthy of thy spiritual gift and of the
true adoption; of thy spiritual mysteries; of being gathe
ered together with those that are saved through Christ,
our Saviour, through whom glory, honor, and worship be
to thee in the Holy Spirit forever. Amen.”

In regard to the religious exercises more immediately
connected with the baptism, customs chenged. The fol-
Jowiny is the account given by Justin Martyr, A, D. 140,
or within fifty years of apostolie times:

«T will now declare to you also after what wanner we
being made new by Christ, have dedicated ourselves to
God. . . . « They who aro persuaded and do believe that
those things which are taught by us are true, and do pro-
mise to live according to them, are dirceted first to pray
and ask of God with fasting the forgiveness of their forms
er wins, and we also pray and fast together with them.
Then we bring them to some place where there i3 water
s o oo for they are then bathed in water (v 0 282z
zove Aorepow towveat) i the name of God tho Father and
Lord of all things, and of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, and
of the Holy Spirit.”

At a later period baptistries wera built, on purpose for
the adwinistration of this ordinance. These were sepa-
rate buildings from the chiurclies, generally circular or oee
tagonal, and the ordinance was administered regularly but
twice or thrice s year. It is mentioned that in the time
of Chrysostow, sbout three thousand men and women were
candidates for baptism at Faster, A, D, 401, To these
buildings the ministers, candidates, and mewbers of the
church would walk in solemn procession singing. The for-
ty-second psalm was often sung in these processions, Ay
the hart panteth ofter the water brooks, so panteth my
soul after thee, ol God!” In A, D. 530 these baptismal
processions were go highly prized, that John, a minister of
the church at Constantinople was charged, as a very Ligh
offence, with aduinistering baptism so that ¢ there have
been scen, which never happened before, two coutrary pro-
cessiony of persons baptized.” Con, of Constan,, A, D,
536 ; Dukin 1700,

Mang ceremonies with trine immersion Wére also added,
that t.nan-cd the siwplicity of this ordinance, Dut among
other, ﬂ.ne following will show the provailing spirit of piaty
yet retained:

. Amv;ld at lln:: water, the candidates would formally re-
nounce the servico of Satan, and the pomps of the world,
and dedwale. themselves in fisture wholly to the service of
00‘{; confessmg their faith in the priveipal doctrines of
qlll‘l*lﬁﬂmty. Uenerally this was done in the way of ques-
tions and apswers ; sometimenin the form of & declaration,

A% thh carly Christisns supposed the pagan deities to bo
demons or cvil spirits, their worship snd service wag ro
nounced thus at the water’s edge:
“T renounce Satan and his works, and bis powps, and
his worship . ... . and I associato myself with Cln.ist,
and believe in and am baptized into one unbegotten hcx?g,
the only true God Almighty . « « . and into Josus Chfxst,
his only begotten Son. ¢ . v 4« T am baptized also into
the Holy Ghost, that is tho conforter who wrought in all
the saiuts from the beginning of the world, but was after-
wards sent to the apostles, o . o oo into the resurrection
of the flesh, and into the romission of sins, and iato the
kingdom of heaven, and into the lifo of the world to come.”
The pastor would then give thauks to tho Father, that
whe sent his son, the Lord Jesus Chuist; to the Son,
(hat ¢the uudertook to suffer death oa the cross for all
men; an enblem of which death he hath appointed to be
baptism” to tho Hely Spirit, ¢« that e hath not east off
mankind.” The presence of the Holy Spirit was then im-
plored fu these terms: “Look down from leaven and sang-

tify this water, and bestow grace and power, s0 that he
whois to bo baptized according to tho command of thy
Christ, may Lo crueified with him, and may die with him,
and may be buried with hiw, and may rise with him, to
the adoption which is in him by Leing wade dead, indeed,
unto sin, but alive uato righteousness.” pos. Covst.
3, 15,

The minister, it is now Jirected, shall ¢ pronouuces over
them the sacred name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Spirit, and shall dip themin the water, and
1ot a deacon reccive the man and a deaconess the woman.”
Apost. Con. 3, 16.

4 This baptism therefore,” proceeds the document above
cited, %is given into the death of Jesus. The water is
fustead of the burial. . ... . The wention of the Fa-
ther a3 of the author and sender, the joint mention of the
Holy Ghost as of the witness; the descent into the water,
the dying together with Chnist; the ascent out of the water,
the rising ngain with him.” Apostolic Constitutions, 3,17,
Thus the Catechumenical state terninated.

Tha conversion of Victorinus, related in the confessions
of Augustine, lib, ix, 2, will well illustrate tho struggles

men, and approaching baptisem in the middle of the fourth
century,

e used to read, as Simplicianus said, the boly serip-
tures most studiously; sought and searched into ell the
Christian writings, and s2id to Simplicianus, {not openly,
but privately and as a friend,) “Understand that Tam al-
ready o Christian”  Simplicianus answered T will not
believe ity nor will I rank you among Christiuns unless I
see you in the church of Christ.” The other in banter
replied, ¢ Do walls then make Chiistians?”  And this ke
often said, that he was already a Christian, and Simplici-
anus as often made the same answer, and the conceit of
‘“the wall. oo . & frhet T T
his friend---

by readinz & i o1th % e
and feared to be denied by Christ betors the hoty unges,

shonld he now be afraid ta eanfasa him hefare men, and
appeared to Limselt guilty of heavy oftence, in f)eing

ashamed of the sacraments of the humility of thy word,
while he was not ashamed of the sacrilegious rites of thoso
proud demons, whose pride he had imitated and rites adopt-
ed, he became bold-ficed against vanity and shame-faced
towards the truth, and seddenly and unexpeetedly said to
Simplicianus (a3 himself told me), “Let uy go to the
chureh, I wish to become a Christian.” Ile became a
Catechumen, Being a man of evident piety, and having
already studied the sacred seriptures, he not long after
“gave in his name” as a candidate for baptism, and was re-
ceived—¢« Rome wondering, the church r¢joicing.” The
proud saw and were wroth ; they knashed their teeth ard
melted away,

«When then he went up tomake his profession, all 13
they knew him whispered bis name one to another, with
the voice of congratulation. And who there knew lim
not? And there ran a low murmur through all the mouths
of the rejoicing multitude, Victorinus? Victorinus! Sud:
den wos the burst of rapture when they saw him. Sul-
denly were they hushed, that they might hear him, He
pronounced the true fuith with an excellent boldness, aud
all wished to draw him ioto their very beart; yea, by their
Jove and joy they drew him bither; such were tho bLands
with which they drew him!”
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Seta el e d Benndom,

The Conventlon,

Scou after this number of the paper shall have gono to
press, the brethren frow different parts of the country will
assemble in Baltimore, to deliberate on the hest means of
spreading evangelical truth wore widely, both at howe ard
abroad. It will be an important oceasion, Without the
Divine presence and blessing, however, no good result may
be expected. This should be deeply pondered by all our
brethren, and earnest prayer should ascend on this behalf,
It God will condescend to meet with his servants, imbuing
them with Lis Spirit, directing their counsels, and overrg-
ling all with reference to a more extended diffusion of the
gospel, both at home and abroad, then, and only thes,
may we ba enabled to rejoice in the issuc of the mceting.
We ought, we must, and with God’s help let us all say we
will throw more vigor into our missionary movements,

A Hint to Pastors. .

A missionary agent thus refers to the influence of (1o
Foreign Mission enterprise on other objects tm

The pastor of a Congregational church, in Maine, which

of one in the higher ranks of life in becoming a Catechu-|.

borowa e

EIGN JOURNAL.

After some solicitudo respecting this cowpany, ou o
sount of the long voyage, we are happily relieved of a.ll
apjrehension, by letters received by last orerland mail
Tt s properly s subjeet of thauksgiving, that they were &
saflly conducted to their desired haven. They arrived
at Macao Janaary 2ud, having Dbeen just five months w
their passage—all in good health. The partieulars will
befound in lotters from the brethren published in this

prpet.

A Tropasition.

We proposs to our churches and ministers throughout
the south, that on the third Lord's duy, and the day pre-
sious, of this month, special prayer bo offered on bebalf §~f
the Southern Buptise Convention, which will then be in
sesion.  Karvestly do wo desire that all our great work
sheuld be done in a right spirie and in u right manner.
Tl Divine approbation is the enly sceurity that we shall
pecuccessful. 1 we perform the Lord's servico indolent-
Iy, unskilfully, or with selfish, worldly aims, we way ex-
pict hiw to frown upon us and to disappoint all our ex-
fectations.  We need then the guidance which Tle ouly
can bestow.  Let us seek it. Let us seek it unitedly,
bumbly, earnesely,

We bey that the above proposal may be read to ﬂxe’ con
gregativns nt once, and that it way be urged upon their al
tention, that in secret and in public, prayer way be offered
for God’s blessing on the meeting f the Southern Baptizt

Il

Convention.

| Central Aftica.

0Of the six men desired for the Central Arican Mission,
only four may bo considered as ready to go. We need two
others. Wil they be found? Can the Board secure well-
trained, energetie, judicious men to join their company !}
We bave oceasion for much prayer to the Lord of the har-
vest, that the Laborers, suitably qualified, way be sent inlo
the harvest. It may well also be a subject of inquiry
among the churches, whether the men we need are not
among them.

Return of Missionarles.

Sinco our last issue, Dr. Burton and Rev. J, L. Shuck
have arrived in this country, both in good health, The
former of these brethren has recovered from his affection
of the Lead, and hopes to return within a few weeks. His
sisit to this country was by the perewptory direction uf
his physiciau, and without expense to the Board. Brother
Shuck brings with him his three children, all of whom are
in excellent health. In his stricken and bercaved condi-
tion, be deserves the sywpathy of his brethren. In a let-
ter recently reccived, lie expresses the wish to “remain
at lenst a fow years in this country, within hailing distance

* s six children”

Ceorgla Paptiste

Tt Lias been to us peculiarly gratifying to note the indica «
tony of inereasing interest among our brethren of Georgia,
in favor of foreign missions. The churches of that state
are wanifestly contemplating with more of sympathy, the
woes of a fallen world, and are Leginning, in some just
1aeasure, to understand the duty of employivg suitable
means for their removal,  Qur esteemed agent, bro. Ball,
thus 1efers to the subject: -

T have seen no evidence of & diminution in the intercst
which the churches have manifested in the cause of mis-
sions, during my labors in the state, So far from a de-
crease of missionary zeal, there has been obviously an ad-
vance. Many nho were lukewarm fuur years ago, are now
ardent friends of the Foreizn Mission enterprise: not a
few who were hostile to all institutions of benevnlence, |
now contribute to our funds for sending the word of life
to the perishing in heathen lands. Sowe whole Associa-
tios that occupied a neutral position have become mew-
bers of the Georgia Baptist Convention, while others are
even proposing to rescind their exclusive articles, and
leave their brethren at liberty to favor the bevevolent in-
stitutions of this enlightened day. These are omens of
good, and eucouraging presages for the future,

True.
Qur eateemed brother Dean of Hong Kong, thus writes:

Surely, if the disciples of Christ had the mind of Christ
~if they would go daily from the centemplation of the
eroas, and of the churacter of Him who hung upun it, to
the dutics of life—if they would carry with them habitu~
ally the freshuess of their own sorrow for sin and of the
Juys of forgivencss—if they nere in the habit of visiting
the mercy seat, and turrying there till their Learts begau
to glow with hope for the iuheritance of the saints in light,
and to feel some sywpathy with their now glorified Leader
~then, surely, there could be no want of men or meaus
to execute 11is plans and His expressed will.  Who, then,
would say, I will not give,” ¢I wish not to go ¥’ Who
then would give to himselfand his fawily the strength of
bis life aud the supremacy of his heart, leaving the com-
nand of the Lamb of God, and the objeets for which he
died, to the support of a sickly sympathy, and the contri-
utions of his own selfish convenience?

To Our Subserfbers.

07" The months of May and June should be improved
by pastors and others, in procuring new subseribers to our
paper, and in getting the old ones to renew their subserip-
tions. The new volume eommences in July,

. Alarge amount is due from our subseribers, in sums
of from twenty-five cents to ten dollars, which we would
be happy to receive at any carly day. Al money sent by
mail s at our risk.

Burman Misson.

All hearts will rejoice at the devclopments which are
ocourriag in the empiro of Burwah, The reign of tyranny

lately took up & collection of 3475 for foreign missions,
assured me that the best way for him to secure large con-

sions is 8o preat, world-wide, und gencrous, to be engage
in it is s0 Liberalizing to the heart and soul, bringing men
out to act ov 8o great a scale, its influenc must of neced-
sity be most favorablo to all other enterprises.
always underntood it

and of terror in that land will soon terminate. Without
saying any thing of the justice and right of these warlike

tributions for other objects, i3 to labor to increase contri-' movenients on the part of the Briti
! other obj s - 3 e British government, we ar
butions for forcign missions; that the work of foreign mis-| satisfied that the ‘-EIQ of the B : . ’

d nglish will in all respects be
premotive of the temporal and etornal interests of the mils
lions of that Iand, A wide and effectual door is now

S0 T havlo | opened for the publication of the gospel theres  Dr. Daw-

300 thus refers to this subject in & lettér, dated Dec, 20:

e ———P IS | SIS Ty g T e

T T e B T e « At half past ten o%dlock to-day, the pol -
Anval of Brethren Cabaniss and Whilden. e v et o ey i b

0 T

Httin el
Britannic Majesty’s ship ¢Fox The P"Uchm%tion, N
claring the incorporation of the whole of the anslen b
dom of Pogu into the empire of Dritish Tndia, way “hl‘]’l-
vead in the presenco of a large company of naya] ag q lFI.
tary officers, and a royal salute of twenty-one gungmlh.
fived in honor of the event. This year complety Iy
century sioce it was conquered from the Talings },‘ the
renowned Alompra, the hunter of the ¢ Moke-so.}o? ylthﬁ
a day of jubileo in Rangoon. The reign of terror cen: !
" hreo millions of people have been emancipated frop e]:
dowinion of the most heartless and oppressive govm-umt !
that is to be found in all Asia, Tho intelligencs of -
nesation will awaken rogret in none, oxcopt the kiy -

: : g and
court of Ava.

«The proclamation distinetly informs the Burmay y,
arcli, that if any new cause of complaint arise againgt, |;l,-n'
on the part of the governwent of India, it will on) ]‘u;
to the conquest of the whole country, the extinctionyofii
dynasty of Alowpra, and the esile of his surviving desce;
dants.  The ocenpation of the whole Burman ewpiry b'
the English, is thercfore only a question of time, Thay
causes will arise for further hostilities, no one nequaintyy
with the Burman character can for a moment doubt, I
all probability we shall have a protracted war, till Avy jy
ewptared and the king dethroned.  We await the futy
developments of Providence with inereasing ansiely ang
concern, It is good to know that God i at the hely,
guiding all these affuirs. !

«01,—~At sunrise this morning the proclanition way
read on hore, both in Endlish and Durmese, befarg g
assembled troops at this starion, followed by another salyy
of twenty-one guns., The soldiers were then called on for
threa cheers, which were given with lond effect, Th
(C'ommissioner, as head of the civil adniuistration, wy
publicly received and saluted by the military on parade,
Thus the ceremony of anuesation has been performed,
The act is irrevocable.  No gold or silver, no apologies or
snbnissions, from the court of Ava, can alter or reversei,
Cunsequent on this acquisition, the eivil jurisd etion of the
{ommissioner at Maulmain is to be extended to the distrie
of Martaban, with an addition of 500 rupees per month to
Lis salary,  The Counnissioner of Arracan will lose a dise
trict, that of Sundoway, which is merged in the Bagsein
district, under the charge of the (‘onnnissioner of Pea,
And, lastly, this province i3 to be divided into fonr dis
tiiets, viz: Rangoon, Prome, Peent and Baseeln, the local
alluirs of each to be adwinistered by an assistant commse
sioner.  Captatn Phayre, besides the comuissionershyp,
holds the office of governor general's agent,

«QOn Sunday, the 3th inst., wo had the unspeakable
giatification of witnessing the baptism of three Burmese,~
two men and one woman., The ordinance was administered
by br. Kineaid at the ¢ Khan-dau-ja-lag,” or ¢little rogal
tank, in the presence of a larpo assembly. There wasno
noise or tumult, as there might have been under the poner
of Burman offcers. The deportment of all the spectators,
old and young, was very respectful. Thus, one by ong,
the heatlien are professing allegiance to our common Lord
and Saviour,

« Tntelligence has just reached ug of the departure fron
Deston of the wissionary reinforcement for Burmah. Such
news is like cold water to the thirsty travcler. The native
Christians rejoice with ug at this accession to the missior-
ary band,  Fields are opening on every side for the prowe-
cutin of evangelical labor, and how cheering it s to usto
see ¢ men and weans’ provided, as the provideace of Gud
bids uy extend our borders. Before many years shall bave
passed  the whole kingdom of Burmah will be t'allf ope
to 1eceive the gospel.  The good stip * Edward’ will probe
ably arrive at Maulmain by the middle or end of February.
We shall be eagerly luoking for her.”

Our Aissions.

CHINA,

. Letter from Rev. 4. B. Cabaniss.
T.AvcnEr No, 10, Criva SE4,
January 7thy 1835,

Dear Bro. Taylor—As I left you unwell, 1 wrote to
brother Thomas from Naw York, stating that I had tokes
parsage on board the Uertrude, with brother Whilden ud
lady, for Macao, and requested him to let the issionaties
at Shanghai know Ly overland mail, We sailed the 21
of August, and sowe days afterwards the vesse] sprungd
leak, whiich let in the water so rapidly, the captain had b
throw out nearly a hundred tons of coal befure it was suf-
firiently lightened to stop it. Myself and wife were ¢00*
tinually sea-sick for about two months, and all the re
wainder of the passage, whenever the sea wad rough, Our
habe, very fortunate for us, proved a mich better 1ok
She enjoyed fine health, and was ag merry a3 8 luek.
Though we were made 3o sea-sick, the voyase has been 3
great advontage to us,  Elvira s more fleshy than 1 lLave
ever seen her.

Tur ten or twelve dags before we got to the isl?nd of
Bouro, the water hecame so scurce, that the captain P¥
all hands on allowance, which was sufficient for u8 1
was s0 injured we conld scarcely drink it, The precedig
cashs of water had all been very good. We stopped
(ajeli, on the island of Bouro to take in water and fes
provisions. At the sawe time an Lnglih vessel caue n
for the snme purpose, and we were pleased to find mission®
atics for China aboard of her. There are ten Mohamo
dun mosques and one Dautch Teformed chureh in Cojel
The ieland §s inbabited by Malays, who are subject 1 e
Duteh, who have a fort at Cujeli,

From Bouro we had a pleasant passage
we arrived the 2d of Jaguary, 1853, just
the time we started,

On erquiring of Mr.
he advised brother Whilden and myself by 20
take a Chinese bont to 1Tong Kong, as there Wel:e )
i these seas, ono having been taken ndt long sincts w\s
Lilled a Portuguese officer that hoarded his vcsselo‘ ‘o
fhio steamer would be very expensive, in conserjuente X
iy large ameunt of baggage, we concluded to clmﬂe"ﬂ
Portuguese laucher, which is & boat well primed, 80 ot
which the pirates are afraid, We pay twenty dollars 10
this, and furnish our own provisions. 1 undersl:'*‘ﬂb“b
steamer runs regularly from Hong Kong to Shaoghtl;
the fare is quite high.
Victonia, Istaxp or Hoxe Koxt }

Junuary tho 8tb- )

Wo arrived at this placo Jast night too late wl““;'
This worning brother Dean sent me down seveml‘ M’eo"
and among them ono from brother Thomas to hint 'rcc‘
from which T learned that ho had given all ncests™y "t A
tions respecting my passago to Shanghai. I also socd!

to Macao, whert
five wonths from

De Silver, the U. States consth
means 10

Pirutci
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mtion and draft from brother Yales, who ade
gises ey 13 does l{rother Dean, to take passage in the
gteamer 10 Shanghai, even if I have to send my estra bag-

o by o seiling vessel. The reason for this advice is,
that the monsoon_nt this season blows down the China sea
o strong that sailing vessels have to pass out to sea south
f Foruosa, and then beat up to Shanghai as best they
pay, {hrough & part of the Pacifio where they are very
Jiabla to meet with typhoons. A vessel is now lying at
Macao which started out a short time since, und in a fow
days et with throo typ.hoons, which so disabled ker she
ad to put back for repairs.

Sinee writing the above, I have read a letter from bro.
Peatey to bro. Deans in which ho also gives it ns bis opin-
jon that it will be the better plan for us to take the
gteamer, I Suppose; therefore, that we shall start in the
steamier sometimo about the 18tk or 16th justant, as she
waits for tbe perival of the overland muil, which, by the
way, DOW cowes twice o month, After a whils it will
donbtless be weekly, and we shall not be so far from our
friends 83 some inagiue, though we are on the oppusite
side of the globe.

Mouday, the 10th.~1I attended bro. Julnson's services
)‘esterday, and can truly say, that o wore orderly congre-
gation is not generally seen in Ameriea. One of the na-
tives preached in quite an animated style, but it was all
(hinese to me. Musie, however, being & eniversal lan-
guage, my feclings were very much culisted at the closing
byun, shen they struck up one of our good old Virginia
wpes, At night wa attended prayer meeting at Lrother
Dean’s roow, where I was very nuch pleased to meet with
two officers of our navy,and three or four belenging to
the English navy. Some of these were not professors of
religion, which proves what a good influcnce this excellent
wan i3 exerting over foreigners who come lere.  Brother
Dean very justly rewarks, that it is much better to inter-
est them in a prayer meeting, thaa to leave them to go off
to places of amusement in order to kill time.

After attending these religious exereises during the day,
1 could searcely realize that T wasin a heathen country,
espectally when brother Jobnson rewarked, I wish you
could have becn bere last Sabhath; it was our communion
senson, when the brethren from the country and the schools
were 0 Yet,I amin & Leathen land, as that temple,
flled with idols, a fow hundred yards from where I now
sit, testifies.

As I have much else to do, aud the mail closes this
evening, T must say furewell, aud beg you all to 1emember
us at a throne of grace,

Truly, A B, Capaxisa.

Lelter from Rev. B. W. Whilden.
Bro. Wiilden, on the vessel, under date of Nov, 10, writes
Monday, the 24 of August, was the day on which the
“(Gertrude ™ left New York. Soon, it appeared as only a
speck in the distanee.
« Native land! farewell, farewell '™ had long before heen

the language of my heart. From thee and from all thine
endearments, do T purt, 10T tne SiKe ot that daviour, who

for my sake, left the glories of heaven, and became n suf-
fering mortal in this vale of tears. If the presence of God
attends me, all is well,

« For me, Temains nor time, nor space;

My country i3 in every place:

1 can be calm and free from care

On auy shore, since God is there.”

We have in Capt. Winsor all that we could wish for, in
kinduess and attention to our wants, The same I must
also say of the officers of the vessel. May all your mis-
sionaties be blessed as we are in this respeet! Friends
who wish to kuow how we fare may feel satisfied. The
captain is not anly willing to converse, but seeus to take
a pleasure in giving us any information which bhe sees we
wish, Much fuformation can be gained by o conversation
nith 2 reading, experienced seaman. The sea, not the
Iand, is the place to find out the disposition of the com-
mander of a vessel, You may be introduced to some of
them on shore, and they are very pleasant, and all things
pronise well; but when they become ¢ monarchs of all
they survey,” their pleasant ways are gone, and they
scarcely scent the same men, Captain Winsor, however,
it just a9 pleasant now as he was whenl first saw him.
So much for the kind of captain with whom we have to
deal; and T assure you, it is not a matter of small impor-
tance.

Hong Kong, 10th Jan'y, 1852.—I shall put this sheet
in brother Cabaniss’ envelope, and write to you from Can-
ton, where T expeet to go this week, Mrs. Whilden and
myself are both quite well. We have heard no special
intelligence from the Board. The mail closes to-night.

Yours tn Christian Iove,
L. W. WHILDEN.

Letler from Rev. T. P. Crasfon.
Spaxanar, CuiNg, Dee, 3lst, 1802,

Dear Brother Taylor:—To-day closes the year, and
while T attempt to think what to write you, my heart over-
flows with ewotions of gratitude to God for his unspeaka-
bl blessings: for Lealth, for peace, for plenty, and for the
rapid spread of the principles of truth and the knowledge
of salvation. The worl] and the church bave, perhaps,
neser heforo passed a year so wonderfully distinguished.
Vo ourselves, indisidually, the year has been erowned with
mercies.  We have been enabled uninterruptedly to pur-
#ue our studies and labors ever since our arrival in Shang-
hai, and wo have reason to believe that our efforts have
Not been wholly in vain, As I thought before leaving
home, 50 still T think, that this city is ona of the most in-
viting, and one of the most important point for missionary
labor in the world. The opportunities for operating upon
the people aro far better than I ever expected to find in
any heathen country, and, if I do net avail myself of them
1t will bo my own fault,

In reforence to the 1ofssion work, aud to this field in
Fatticular, I do not feel that I have been disappointed.
They seem more inviting than ever. If a young minister
Who wag my most intimate and confidential friend, should
a3k me in private whether ke should come on & mission to
this place, I should unhesitatingly answer in the affirma-

e e o

tive: provided T regarded him suited for thowork, I
would therefore suy o all such as have tho conversion of
China at heurt, that you may pray, contribute, or conse-
crata yourselves to the worl, with the strongest probabili~
ties that you will not labor in vain,—~yea, with the blessid
assurance, that if your trust be in God, your efforts will
bo blessed, :
What may be the developments of the couing year,
none can for certainty know; but I believe they will bo
greatly for the good of China. 'There are wany influences
now at work among the Chineso, which foretell a certain
and great change for the better, but it would be difficult
to convey 1o one who had never scen and heard with his
own cyes and ears, & correct impression of their naturey
aud tendencies,

Tn short, wy dear Lrother, we fec) to trnst in God and
go forward,  That difficulties are in the way, that draw-
backs will occur, may be expected, but still the cause of
Christ in this place is onward, What, shall we allow re-
verses—apparent veverses—to effect our faith in the prom-
ises of the livig God! Theso are certainly the latter
days spoken of in the Seriptures, and therefore we should
expect ¢ great things from God.,” Tu these days God willd
make a ¢ short work upon the earth.” ’

My own health is, so far as T can judge, just what it
wag in the United States, Mrs, Crawford's has improved,
‘Her fenale sehool is doing very well.  She has twelve very
iuteresting pupily, and they learn as rapidly as children of
the same uge in America,  We are hoth very much inter-
ested in this school.  We have the promise of four or five
more girls, OF my contemplated male scliool, T will write
you nest time; nothing is done yet.

Thig is a very cold day. Fue) is unusnally dear—3$1
for 150 1bs. of coal. ’

We sy bro. Shuck and Dr. Burton very much indeed.
Mr. Coulter of Ningpo is dead, and his widowed conpanion
is now heve, waiting a passage home,

Your letters were read with great delight, and greatly
encouraged our Leatts.

A committee appointed by the missionaries are now con=
silering a new system of writing and printing the Chineso
language, or rather the colloguial of this place.

Yours, as ever.
T. P. Crawrorp.

o

Lelter from Mrs. Yates,

An attempt which T made last winter and epring to get
aclass of girls to come to our house, a few hours each
day to learn to read, failed. I shall try again ona sone
what different plan, as soon as practicable. I have had
o good deal of conversation with females who stray
into our premises for amusemcut, or come by invitation
on the Sabbath, Tlere isuo evilenco that they believe
what they hear, but it i3 something to know that they are
not quite o ignorant, as they wero before. A fow days

of the Union, at Bexley, where there are twenty natives.
Bro. C. teaches at Little Bassa, and has fifteen pupils.

Tn a joint letter written to me by theso beloved breth-
ren, they say « The grown children aro excellent readers
of tho huly soriptures. They are studying the different
branches of a common English education, such as grame
mar, geography, writing, cyphering, &e.y &60 v v o v v o
We linve a little church, ealled tho African Mission Chureh,
cliefly composed of the natives of this country, This
chureh weets and worships God most devoutly, The gen-
eral prospect around us is truly bright. There are many
who are enquiting after the savivg knowledge of the
gospel,

(H1ad should T be, it the two mission stations of the two
Baptist Boards covld’ be united in one. I believe that
one Board could operate more effectively than two can
80 near each other,

INTERESTING SEASON~-~BADPTISM.

Daty compelled ma soon to leave the dear brothren at
Besley, and return to the shore. Again T was sented in
the little water eraft, and the cheerful Bassa Loys splashed
the water with their broad paddles, and down T glided uo-
der the ghade of the overhanging mangrove trees, tha dra-
goublood, bamboo, &e., &c., until I reached Bassa Cove.
Threo miles walk down the beach Lrought me to our boat
landing, whence I returoed to the baik, Tt rained most
of the day, Ther. 839,

Lord's day 2.—Having promised to return to Bosley,
to lLiold worship with the chureh there, I came on shore
early, breakfusted with brother Duvis, and was kindly
offered a teat in Drother Madison’s canoe. Iu company
with hiw, brother Davis, and a brother Shackelford, from
the Northern Neck of Virginie, I went up to meeling.
After a sermon, the wife of brother Day was received by
the church for baptism, and I had the pleasure to baptize
her in the beautiful river St. Jehns, that flows along by
bis door, How cheering the event! how delightful the
seene!  Never shall T forget that day—that soul-reviving
meeting,  While T stood amng the evergreen trees that
lined the Lank, and saw the still, broad river flowing by
in noiseless grandeur, I thought of Jordan, of John, and
of Christ, aud primitive days scemed prosent, Strange it
appeared o me, that any Christian who admits (and all
who use water for baptizing do adwit), that the {umersion
of u leliever in water, to make « profession of religion,
it Christiun baptism according to the JNew Testument,
should try to make something else do.  After baptism and
dinner T returned again to tho shove, and Jeft our deur
Lrethren o enjoy an afternoon wmeeting,

SECOND VISIT TO FDINA,

Monday 3.—At daglight T started again for the shore.
Through the roaring, foaming surf the faithful Kroomen
guided onr boat, and I was gratified to find myself once
more through these terror-inspiring breakers. Iu a mo-
went a Kroswan tovk me on his broad shoulders and car-

ago, a little cofapany of them came in. I first gratified
their ourinsity by showing them the ar ° .

% barbarian” house, then led them into v\ .
Mr. Yates explained sowle of the princy, LRI

Bible. When ho ceased epeaking, one o, wew i1ue mo-
ther of one of my scholars) suid, “if we believe in Jesus,
will he send down geld and silver to us?”  Mr. Y, stated
definitely, that the gospel does not promise to bestow cither
the riches or honors of this world, 1le left the rocm, and
they remained still talking with me. Ia the midst of our
tallk the same woman turned to her little boy, patted him
on the shoulder, and said, % you must believe Jesus dece
trines, then you will prosper and be rich.” 1 told her no,
that Jesus never promised to exempt men from trouble
and make them rich ; that he only promises happiness after
death, and that among his disciples there are poor as well
rich, and they are just as liable to sickness and death as
other people. But were the woman to return to-morrow,
1 should not be surprised to hear her make the same mis-
take; 90 hard is it for the Chinese to separate religion and
pecuniary advantage.
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Liberian Misslons,
JOURNAL OF BRO. BALL, CONCLUDED,
MISSIONS ON ST, JOIN’S RIVER,

Ag it was necessary for me to visit our mission station
again at Besley, for the purpose of obtaining further in-
furmation in regard to our plans and labors in the mission-
ary cause, T was kindly furnished by brother Cheescuian
with bis canoe and hands for my trip up the St. Johu's
River. In a fow monents T way seated in the humble but
commodious water craft, in company with brother Samuel
D. Harris, formerly of Lexington, YVa. In about an hour
I was at the house of brother IT., six miles above Bassa
Cove. Duother 1. is a neat, persevering, and successful
farmer, and Laving been for several years the superintend.
ent of the meehanical department of the manual labor
achool, supported by the Board of the Tricnnial Conven-
tion of Baptists in Anmericr, I obtained mueh valuable ine
formation from him concerning mative schools. After s
good broakfust, served up in good Virginia style, we took
our canoe and were rowed up one and e half milo to Bex-
Hero in u short but profitable interview, I obtained
uew facts conneoted with our missions in Afvica, and much
useful information that the extensive experiencs of our
valuable brother Day enabled him to {mpart.  After a dine
nor made of the rich produets of Africa, served up in
good taste, bro. D. and myself walked about a quarter of
2 wmile to the mission station of the American IBaptist
Union. The mission premises cousist of a good two story
dwelling-house, a chapel for worship and school, and a shop
for mechanics. The school consists of two branches, un-
der the instruction of tvo mtive converts, Theso are
brethren Jacob Vaobrunn and L. Crocker. Theso are
their American names; their country names are Lavee
{Vanbraon) and Kongkoba (Crocker). Brother Yanbruan
way edoeated at Sierrs Laone, and he connested himaelf
with the Episcopal church in that place. Subsequently
he became convinced that the Daptist views cf baptism
were scriptural, and he was baptizad by brother Cheese-
man. Bro. Crocker professed conversion while ho was in
the Baptist Mission School at Bexley, and was baptized by
brother Day. Bro. V. teaches the echool for tka Doard

ley.

tied A aerass @ daep erenle, which “aste? M rough a nar-
W tess e B war s came almost
Catgutoee ot A alkoof thice
Y b o« 6 winiher Davig, in
Duosw Ci8 A Tith enp of lutive coffeyy earicned with
cacoa milk, refveshed meo for the labors of the day. Ina
few moments I was across the St. Johnain bro, Cheese-
rian’s canoe, and at his house in Ldina,

Fdina has been for about seventeen years a missionary
sfation for the Baptists, Iere brethren Crocker, Mylne,
Chiceseman, Day, ant Clarke, have successfully labored,
Trethren Crocker and Clarke are dead; brother Mylre has
returned to America on sccount of health, whero e is
wefully emploged; brother Day has moved to Bexley,
shere hie s sustaining & very useful mission; and brother
Cleesenan stays at Edina, to maintain tlis very interests
iag and commanding station, DBro, C. is pastor of the
chureh, superintendent of a native school of 14 youths,
md also of the school under the immediate care of his
Lrother, numbering 42 pupils, Samugl Day, a native con-
serty aasists in the native schoul,

Edina is pleasantly situated between tho river and the
gushore, and containa between 150 and 200 people. It
123 the appearance of heing a healthy ond desirable place.
1 attended the examination of the school, and was highly
pratified with the proficiency of the pupils,  After the ex-
anination of the sehnol, I preached to_an agrecable con-
gegation of attentive hearers, After shaking hands with
wme of the saints, T left my heloved niissionary brethren,
wd others, who will be long remembered. I returned to
e hark wet with the surf that broke over my way to the
loat, Ther, 85°

ADJUSTMENT OF DIFFICULTIES.

Tuesday 4.—Soon after sunrise I wag agaiu on the beach,
and T ogain walked over the three niles to the Cove,
vhile the billows of the decp poured their deafening roar
fito ny ears. A third time T took breakfast with brother
Davis, and spent the forenon in arranging for an impor=
tint meeting for the afternoon, After a sermon, the church
lsembled and a painful circumstance, which huog like an
cubus upon the church, was so disposed of that the
urch adjourned in union and peace.
I Friday 5.~1 spent the dny on board, writing, arrang-
il articles, &e. Ther, 90°~too hot to be in the sun,
G-~8.~1Wa were ncarly three days sailing from Bassa to
Monrovia—G0 miles. In the rainy season, sailing up the
einst i3 always difficult. We came to anchor oo late to
ge on shore on Saturdaf evening. Ther. from 79° to 87°,

BERVICES AT MONROVIA.
Lord's day 9.—I attended meeting at the Baptist meete
inz-house. Ihad the pleasura to listen to & good sermon
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our Kroomen seated themselves with their paddles,snd™
sung their cheering boat hallo, 4blé, 4b1¢, (pull, pull,) and
up the majestio stream we went, The beautiful farms,
brick and wood dwellings, and more than thirteen places of
religious worship along the banks of the river, were at~’
tractive objects of sight. At twelve o%clock I arrived at
the houss of brother White, our faithful missionary at
Millsburg. The Baptist ohurch at this place is small, and
the school {3 not large, but both are in a healthful state,
T‘ he sbort timo alfbwed me to stay at this place, was occu=
pied fa such inquiries and investigations as appeared to
me most important for the information of tha Board. The
moat fmportant facts that I collected there will appear in
another place, After a good African dinner, or rather,
an Americanized dinver in Africa, I set out on my roturn
in company with brethren Cheeeman and Ellis, who had
kindly accompanied me,
We called for a momeut st the female sckiool for natives.
This i3 a respectable academy, belonging to the Methodists,
and taught by Mrs, Wilking from Americs. This school
Lias been useful in training up pative females, several of
whom have professod conversion, and bave married snd
settled well, A
On the opposite sile of St. Puul’s river, at White Plains,
there is an academy fur mative boys, which is also doing
goode For thoua two sabinala thera are suitable brick build-
ings, cowmodious and attractive. Time did not allow ma
to do more than just 1o eall, make o very fow fnquiries,
and take Jeave of this pleasant spot. Soon I was passing
down the rirer amidst the dark shade of the mengroves,
dragonblood, paln, bamboos, and other trees that thickly
skirted tho shore. On my way down, I stefiped on shore
to walk across a few farms, while the canoe went round the
bend of the river. On my way I saw an old native wo-
man sitting in my path, and as she looked up to seo s
white man, I gave ber wy band and said to ber, ¢ Old
woman, do you love Jesus?” 4 Mo lub Jesus! dou’t talk
bout dat; why T lub notin more, O me lub hiw, yes, he
all we hab in dis wholo world” And this, thought T, is
the fruit of our missionary toil. Well, wo are componsa-
ted thus for our aacrifices, our contributions, our plavs,
aad our prasers, As the sun went down, I found mysel{
sgain on the bark,  Ther. 870,
Wednesday 12.~1 spent the day in the city in miscel-
lancous labors for the Board. The day was showery and
hot, Ther. 85°%
Thursday 13 —Again in the city ; breakfasted with one
friend, dined with another, mado several calls, took notes
of conversations, &c., &¢. Showers, Ther, 85%
Priday and Saturday 14th snd 15th.—1 spent those two
days on board of tho bark, suffering with puin in the head
and limbs, sorencss in the niuseles, and & general lassitude.
These symptoms sdmonished me, to remaln quiet, and keop
out of the sun, I spant my time in writing when I was
able to sit up, Ther, 92
Lord's day 16.~In the worning T heerd brother Teago
preach u funeral sermon; in the afternoon I preached for
the Mothodist congregation. A very hot day, Ther, 87%
Monday 17.—0n board writing, arranging pepers, &e.
Ther. 87°.

ORDINATION,

Tuesday 18.—This morning, pursuant to a previous no
tice, o presbytory was forwed, consisting of brethron
Teage, Checsemnn, and myselfy for the examination of
brethren White aud Lichardson, with a view to their ordie
nation. The examination was satisfactory, and to-morrow
their ordination i3 to take place. At evening, ag usual,
I went on board the bark, Ther. 87°%

Wednesday 19.—~TIn consequence of & funeral at the
house of the deacon of the church, and also of & heavy
fall of rain, the ordination is postponed until to-morrow.

Thursday 20.~At 10 o'clock, st thoe request of the
brethren, I preached, aud the ordination services were per-
formed a3 arranged proviously, The occasion was one of
decp interest, and, T trust, of profit to the cause of the
Redcemer.

PREACHING BERVICES.

Friday 21.—T visited Now Georgia ogain. At the ring-
ing of the small bell attached to the Baptist meeting-house,
the inbiabitants of this beautiful Americanized native tawn
cane in end Glled th house. All were neatly clad, and
all appeared interested ia the meoting.  Brothren Choese-
man and Richardson accompanied me, and we all epoke |
to this lovely congregation, In this town thera are proba«
bly moro than eighty natives wha profess conversion. Ab
the close of our meeting we suog a hyma, shook hands,
and left this lovely spot.

ISTERVIEW WITH A MOMAMMEDAN.

On roturning to the city I saw a Mohammedan Veyman,
T'rom him T obtained s fottish or gree gree in writing. It
consiated of some sentences in tho Arabio language, writ-
ten by the man who gave it to me. He wrota the Arabio
with 13 much case and elegance as Americans write En-
glish, [fe did not give me o translation of the writiog as
I requested 1im, but in a style of true native eloquence,
with his masly form covered with & nativo blanket, he ex-
patisted upon the great advantages of my gree gres. Ha
aaid it would afford me & sure protection in the dangers of
war, on the ocean, i sickly climates, o the road, &o., &o.
1o told mo it would elevate me, and 1 should be greater
than any other man, more respected, more honored.  Iin-
terrupted him to ask him, if he were to givo sll the pre-
sent company such & fettish, if all would not bo equally
great. 1o replied that he never gave but one such!! .

He further told me, that if T prayed to Allsh (God) with
my face towards Mecea, my fottish would protfect me a.fler
death—that an angel would meet mo with his great iron

a

in the forenoon, delivered by brother Richardson, In the
P, M. I preached to a largs congregation. The charch
has recently received soms accessiona by baptism. Bro.
Cheesoman was to preach at night, but as I bave never
slept on shore, T conld not stay to the mesting.
Monday 10.~1 spent the dayin the city, prosecuting
the objects of my mission. Bhowers and a scorching sun
prevenied my walking sbroad wuch. Ther, 870

SURVEY OF MISSIONS ON 8T, PAUL’S BIVER.
Tuesday 11~ was on shore about suorise, and after
taking & cup of native coffec, I seated myself in a canoa
fa & 4rip to Millsburg, 20 miles up the 8t. John's river.

whip, would protect me, carry we to paradise, where I
should have a profusion of fruits, viands, company of Pe:u.x-
tiful fomales, &e. 1 told bim I had no oonﬁden.co in bis
writing, that I trusted alone in Allsh. 1 paid him dwen-
ty-five cents for tho gri gri and we parted. May God
have merey upon this old maa! . )
Satarday 22.—Another day spent on board writing, &o.,
The heat was oppreasive, and I was admonished to seck
the shado of the cabin. Ther. 90°. N
Lord’s day 23.~—In tho morning heard brother Tosgue,
presch; in the afternooa I preached. As T, expectid o0,
retara to the shore sgain, I did not take  formal leats of

n
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t’l;e friends. The vesscl was .unoxpcetcdly. detained on
Monday, but as I was told it would sail, T did not return
to the shore.

. DPEPARTURE FOR AMERICA.

On Tuesday, the 23th wo set sail, and nftc‘r a plc'n.snnt
-yoyago of ahout thirty-cight days, wo arrived in Bnlln'uorc
on the third of July. I bad the company of an Bpisco-
pal missionary and his wife from the coast of Africa, by
whose very agreeuble company my voyago home was ren-
dered very pleasant to myself. »

A merciful Providence has preserved wo all my long
journey, and laid mo under new obligations to devote my
preserved life to Hiwm who gave hinself for we, T am,
dear brother, Yours truly, &e.,

Fur Bawn,

e i il O e

Letter from Rev. J. 1L Cheeseman.

Tt affords me no little pleasure to be permitted, now
that the year is drawing to o close, to Feview the mercies
of the Lord as manifested towards me. 1ow good is the
Lord! O that T could praise bim as Tought. Thave
seen my friends and relatives called away from the stage
of action, but still T am to-day living to praise the Tord.

During the year I have had the pleasure of visiting most
of our stations, and ean ray from personal observation, that
our causo Is evidently advancing,  Ab Junk T held & very
fnteresting protracted meeting, dedicated the new house of
worship, and baptized three persons. At home T have
found abundant employment, both in preaching, teaching,
and visiting from house to Louse, distributing tracts and
other nscful books, and T think I ¢an say with some degree
of propriety, but not boastingly, {for T have nothing of
which to boast, for if I could perform a thousand times as
much labor as I now attewpt, it wonld sink into insiguifi-
cance when brought into juxtaposition with what my Sa-
viour has done for me,) that the Lord has crowned wy la-
bors with some degree of success, In my interviews with
the natives I find n growing interest, and the evident loss
of confidence in their gri gri (pronounced gree gree) shows
a secret influence operating upon their hearts.

1 am sorry, however, to say that I feel my health failing
under the amount of my labors, and fear that T shall not
be able to do much atter a year or two.

—r ® & _

Letter from Rev. B. M. Draylon.

I take great plensure to iaform you that on to-morrow,
the Lord willing, I will baptizo fwur persons. 'The work,
believo me, is advancing. T begin to see more clearly now
the hand of God in favor of his people.

The wission i3 gaining favor with the natives, and others.
The visit of brother Ball has been conducive of much
good, for it has corrected some mistakes in which the peo-
ple bad fullen, in respect to the Baptist mission, Teriod-
ical visits like that, and by n man of bro, B's stamp, will
add much to the eausc in this country. The different de-
partments are doing very well, The day school iy pros-
pering—its examioation went off a fow days ago in good
order—numbering 89, The native department is going
on gradually with some improvements. Davis's station iy
still noourod; and T will seatinue bu siuit fvuaud huep tuia
existence. Two families more are about fo remove there
in August next, which will of course inerease the number
of children. The Lord was pleased to remove one of my
members.  Her last words were, % Drop not a tear for me,
for I am going home to Jesus.”  'ray for me.

e

Commuzications,

For thy Homa s i Forvign Jomnal,
Serap No. &
My drowsy powers, why sleep ye so?
Awalke, my sluggish soul!
Nothing has halt’ thy work to do,
Yet nothing *s half so dull.”?
1t is o serious and lamentable fuct, that our churches
have too mauy indolent mewbers. But who are they!
Teader, do not let your thonghts turn to other individuals
whom you consider delinquent, but look at yourself, aud
carnestly press the question which our Tord's disciples
asked him, when he foretold that one of them should be-
tray him, ¢ Lord, {3 it T¥  Yes, scan your own thoughts
and ways since you promiicd, by uniting with the church,

“to work in the naster’s vinegard,  You acknowledge you

have failed in duty every day and every hour——such con-
fessions are very commou—but do not flatter yourself
there is anything meritorions in the acknowledgment. Tt
ought rather to fill you with shame and sorrow of heart,
and you ought to see to it, that you have no oceasion to
make the same confession again,  You have not done your
duty bitherto, but will yon, Christian disciple, relying on
the help of God, resolve to be faithful in future? Decide,
and degin at once to act up to your decision. There is
worlk to be done.  Be diligent, ur the harvesting time will
be over, and you will have gathered no sheaves. Do not
say you havenoinfluence; you would be offended with any
oac who presumed to say so of you, You have influence
—you are always exerting an influence for good or for
evil, Whichisit? Talk with your conscicnco and an-
swer—answer as honestly as though there were nobody in
the universe but God and yourself, Remember too, that
while you work, all your success iv of God. God alono
giveth the increase. g,

———e

Yor the Homa and Poreign Journal.

“Where shall they Come from?”

These words were used in a striking conncetion in the
Dec. No. of this paper, and we try now to give a proper
response to that inquiry.

Those who ara to ¢¢ go, preach the gospel to every erea-
ture,” are to como out of the Church of Christ. We read
in the Acts of the Apostles, that when the church at
Antioch bad been informed by the Toly Spirit to set apart
TBarnabas and San! to the work whercunto they had been
called, that they, the church, fasted ) prayed, and laid their
hands on them, and sen¢ them away.

The brethren at Antioch did not wait for a convocation
of the whole number of disciples, nor for the assembling of

messengers from the churches in other places; but baving
been taught by the Holy Spirit, this church, in obedienco
to its high behests, sent ont two missionaries to the neigh-
boring provinces, nnd to the fslands of the sea. Becauso
it was o great and holy work, tho church fasted and
prayed, befure sending their beloved prophets and teachers
away from them.
Now, if we aro Biblo Christians, wo will follow the ex-
amples found in God’s word; if we love Christ, we will
keep his commandwents. If the Holy Ghost bo in us, we
will not confer with the wurld, nor with flesh, but will ex-
claim: « the will of the Lord be done.”
The churches ought not to wait fur an appeal to be
wade to them by an agent or secretary, before they engage
to send men or means to revolutioniza tho wurld.  They
shouldd consult the teachings of the Moly Ghust respecting
the goiug to the work of their vwn brethren, and when they
have lesrned, they should immediately send thew forth
commended unto the grace of God.
There are many churches that ean each sustain & wis-
sionary in a foreigu field; there are many others that can
sustain o laborer in the destitute portions of the home de-
partment : there are many of our dear ministerial brothren
called of God to go to these harvest lands. 0, why will
not the ehurches send them? It is not tho duty of the
associations, conventions, boards, or societies. It is the
duty of the churches to send their brethren to the glorious
work, and it iy the duty of our ministers to go when their
church sends them.

A remiRen MIsSIONARY.

Riseellancons  Stents.

Serrerines oF MistoNsnies—Dr, Williamson, in rferring
0 the extreme suffering from cold and hunger endured by him-
self and two other missionaries among the 1akotas Indians,
remarhs ;¢ More than three weeks have elapsed since Mr. Hun-
ter’s feet were first [rozen, and they were probably frozen many
wmes subsequently, so that when he arrived, he had no natural
fveling inany pait of them, and on exposing them, it was unpos-
sible to distinguish between the dead parts and the Iiving, * * #
We have lived for the last six weeks on potatoes, and Lominy,
and we espect to ive chiefly on the same food for siv weeks to
come, We always ent it, however, with a gocd appetite, and 1
am sure that [ was never more thankful when 1 had better diet;
but it does not remove the cravings of hunger ay stronger nuti.
ment does,”

Areyiny Missiox.—Mr. Hohanned, of the mission in Arme-
nia, says: *“Forty preacliers are absolutely needed to supply all
the openings, and next year, seventy or eighty will be needed,”
Sociirr Isuasns—The French nation is still interfering
among these iands, to foree the Roman Catholic religion upon
the people,

IvoLatry masnoxNep~Rev. Richard Fletcher, m a leter,
deseribes an interesting and unexpected abandonment of wlolatry
among the natived in the vieinity of Sierra Leene,

Sovrirny Metrorst Missioxary Socierv.—The receipts o
this Soeiety dwing the lawt financial year were §123,161 60),
Licexnovsyess o HeaTHEMsM.—A Baptist missionary
among the Teloogoos thus writes : “We pitched our tent over
against the great temple, justas the festival was ahout to com-

mence, Here we had o view of what Hindonism i iy all jts
strength, o7 hundred dancing givls, licentious by profession and

by caste, are said to be supported in the temple.”
Coxrrizurions or Cyir oreN.~The receipts of the Mission-
ary Union in February were $253 82; and in eloven months,
about $3,000,

Vesser tor Laseriv.—Oue hundred and seventy-eight emi-
granty for Liberia are already engaged to sl the st of May.
Metiiopisr Cncrewr, Nowri—The appropriations of the
Methodist Chureh North fur foreign missions the present year,
are §30,000.

Youths' Department.
For the Young Readers of the Journal,
Suaxamar, Dee, 1852,

My dear Young Friends,—T have seated myself to tell
you something of my school of Chinese girls, Twelve
girls from six to twelve years of age meet every dayin a
room of my house, where a Chinese teacher instructs them
in their own books. I, however, spend a portion of each
day with them, in hearing them repeat eatechisms, in show-
ing them Seripture llustrationg, §¢. I you eould go in
with me so'ne day, you might hear them tell of the crea-
tion of the earth and of man—of man's fall from holiness
to sin—of the birth, death and resurreetion of Christ, and
his object in coming down from heaven. The eldest iy
called Fong Fong, and T am sure you would be pleased
with her happy face and agreeable manners.  She was put
to reading in less than a month after entering, although

(3t
she was never ab any school befcre. She has tiny little

feet, which cause her to walk very awkwardly, but her
mother keeps them bound, lest they should grow larger,
Fong Fong is not the only one whose feet are bound,
Mothiers generally bind their dvughters’ fect at six years
old. There is one though, near seven years old, whose
feet are still free. Iler mother is very poor, and I may
perhaps prevail on hiér to leave the child free from such
incumbrance. T am always glad when the timoe eomes to
go into the school-room, and am alwayy grected with hap-
py» smiling faces, If you remember the neighbor living
under my eastern window, who threw away her babe som:
months ago, you will be glad to learn that her daughter
Too Paw is in my school. *

You must remember that when these childrer 2o home
at night, it is not to sit around their fatker or mother, and
listen to Bille, or other good stories, as you all do in
happy Americe, or to take some interesting Sunday.school
book and read for yourself. No, no; these poor girls
learn only wickedness and heathenism at Lome, What
they learn of Bible truth they learn here during the day,

I may again have occasion to write you abont my dear
beathen children, and before closin g I will' make a request
on their behalf,  We know not with how few frazments of
truth the Holy Spirit can operato upon the hear{: and my
rerjuest is, that you will daily offer up earnest prager that
e may open their hearts, and lead them in the way of
eternal life, as well as uscluloess while on enrth

Your af., friend, M. F. C,

To the Contribution Box. )
A poor girl in Mass. at the timo of the aunual contribu-
tion br missions, informed her pastor that she was unable
to giro money, but enquired yhether she could do any
thing. He propesed, as she sowetimes wrole poe!fy, t.lxnt
she s1ould farnish o pince of poctry—a poetic contribution.
The ullowing was the result:

Pass on, thou bearer of rich burdeus, on,
And gather to thy faithful bosom’s trust
The congregated wealth of thousand hearts—
Their gold and silver, aud their prayers and tears,
On, onward with thy treasure; tike the wings
Of worn, and speed thee to the home of man:
Whereer thou tindest him, in misery
And erime, m ignorance and want and woe,
Peace speahing vicitant, a healng leal
- From the great tree of Lfe thou'lt varry hivt
And he—my brothcr—shall arise and Dlesy
The hand that sent thee forth to seek, to find,
o pity aud redeenm.  And he shall hft
His voice to pray for others perishing,
And add lus prttance to thy treasury ;
And thou shalt Le a tributary streain
"To that pute river which so maketh glad
The ity of our God.
Then shall a thrill
Of holy joy come back to those who now
Tntrust thee with their offerings—

A blessing on thy ministry of love,
Receivet of our gifis—and would *twere mine
To eapeet the bliss of those who send by thee
"Their treastige 10 the heaven of heavens,

-

JEN——— Y

Chinese Superstitions.

One of the three areat veligious seets ¢f China is called
«Tie Taou Sect. It is of very ancient origin, aud its ad=
herents are most superstitions,  Some of them live us
hermits on the tops of mountaing, and in lonely places far
from the dwellings of men. Others spend their time in
trying to discover ¢ the philosaplm’s' stong:” tlmt‘sha}l
tarn all things to old, and ¢the elixir of life,” which is
to prevent the drinker of it over dying. Tndeed, Fome
have declared they lave discovered this elisir, and sell it
at a large price to the foolish people who helieve in it.
There are many iustances in which the draught they have
given has produced death instead of life, and more than
cne ewperor has thus been killed.  But still there are per-
sons who belicve in the virtue of the drink; and the
Taouists eanlly say, that when the draught takes away the
animal life, it docs so to bear the spivit away to that im-
wortal life which it could not enjoy on earth,

These Taouists are great believers in ghosts and demons,
and pretend to have great power over the inlabitants of
the nnseen world. They liave a principal priest or head,
called Chang-Téen-ze, who is supposed by the people to
be tmmortal, pretends to have full power over hell, and to
be able to control all the spirits worshipped by the people.
This man i3 a sort of king of devils, and is thought to be
so mighty, that any scrap of his hand-writing is thought to
have virtue in it to expel all manner of diseases, or pre-
serve from the power of ghosts and demons. Seraps of
yellow paper, with a few letters scrawled on them that
obody can read, and declared by the Taouist priest to be
written by him, are sold all over the country at a hich
price, to be used as precious charms, Their virtue, how-
ever, on]y lasts a )‘Cﬂﬁ AUl WAL CYRTY Low puiay HEW
charms are sold in vast abundance, fresh from the hands of
this arch-imnostor.

The followers of this sect are greatly alarmed at death,
and believe the houses where people die will be haunted
forever after, unless some very costly ceremonies be per-
formed to drive them away. They will, therefore, often
turn lodgers and strangers in dying circumstances out of
doors, and many acts of cruclty are thus performed from
their foolish fears. They are, indeed, ay the Bible de-
seribes, “%kept all their life in bondage, through fear of
leath.”

They attribute all diseases to the influence of malignant
demon<, and perform costly and painful ceremonies to ward
off their power.  One of these ceremonies is performed on
the third of the third moon, and is represented in our
wood-cut, Tt is ealled ¢ Treading the Fire,” and is a very
dangerous performance,  On these oezasions they assemble
tefore the temple of one of their imaginary gods, and hay-
ing made a fire fifteen ov twenty feet in diameter, go over
i barefoot, the priests marching first, carrying the images
cr pictures of the gods they dread, in their arms, Before
they do this, they chant prayers, ring bells, sprinkle holy
vater, blow horns, and beat the flames with swords—all
which they believe is needful to accomplish what they
want, They pretend to believe that, if the eercmony be
only performed with a sincere mind, the fire will not hurt
thew; and yot they are generally very sadly burned, which
ene would think either spoke badly for their sincerity or
Heir doctrine.  This treading of the fire i+  grand day
with Ihe people, who assemble in large numbers, and shout
axl dnee as they ree the priests rush through the fire,
with a wild joy that makes you think them mad.

They believe in demoniacal pnssessions and special reve-
ations from evil spirits in cases of difficulty. If any one
of distinetion is sick, and will pay the expense of it, core
tain rites are performed to find out either who has be-
m_tcfxc(l him, or how to cure him. Dr. Medhurst, the
nijsionary, was onee present ab one of these performances,
“'l:e_n, after various foolish ceremonies, & man that was
sitting on a bench jumped up and danced round the room
like - madman,  This man was snpposed to be possessed,
aad to lave the seeret revealed to him. At list he was
quite exhansted with his capers, and when falling to the
fround was eaught by the priest, to whom he gave the
vonderful recipe for curing the sick man. And what do
Jou think it was? «Threo skeins of red thread with half
a ounce of earpenter’s chips, boiled in a pint of water, a
tacupful to be piven occasionally.” After giving this
vouderfal recipe, the poor man fainted away, and was car-
tied out.

The Taouists worship a vast variety of idols, and pre-
tend to work many miracles; but the whole system is just
mo great piece of cheating, and its ceremonics no better
than the jugglery of some traveling conjuror

Is it not sad, young reader, that people pretending to be
o wise a3 the Chinese, should be so led away with such
childish superstitions? But so it is. A deceived heurt
Inth turned them aside.” And nothing but the glorious
light of the gospel can set them right.

Childyen’s Miss, Newspuper,

Missionary Facts.
We cull from that interesting periodical, the Dagspring,
the following items, which wiil serve to impress our young
readers with the importance of sending the gospel to the
cathen,
o1 Heathen Mother,—One day Mr. Geddie, at Anciteam,
o1 going out into his yard, saw a woman standing with a

largo club in her hands. She was the mother of a young
man 82d & young woman who had come to him to be jn-

structed in the way of salvation, and were living with his

domestics, “What do you want?’ he asked,:l:rﬁ-
made no answer, Ller son said that she had ¢0nle.fhe
them to go back and engage in some of their dark cust o
She was greatly excited: and when she found they woms.
not go with her, sho went away, threatening to killoﬂld
daughter, when she could get her in her power, or

The Young Prince of Maduzascar.~The Quee
Madagasear hates Christiavity, and has done all s‘lm c: ;)E,
to destroy it out of the island.  She has not mwceeclulll
"The more she has persceuted them that helieve oy Clu-'e('
the more they have multipliel.  Among their numb"“!‘
her own son, the heir to the throne. Tlo has lae] i,r A
called to share in the governwent with his mothe\?- :03
one of Lis first acts was to hinder his poor sufforing l;rot';;
ren from Leing any longer bunted by those who had begy
sent out to destroy them. e2

Hiemen Sacaifices—Tt used to bo the custom gy o
("alabar, West Affriea, to sacrifice & human viotin oV
yeat, because they thought this would help bring ol : rt
trade. Tt is sald & man was saerifieed in this Wayaonl ?l 0
year. Near the mouth of the river, where the peop]’e nm

5 fishing, they every year fasten 2 man to a stake g4 lo‘7 ;
waler, where the tido, as it rises, will come over hiy, auv{
he will be devoured by sharks,  They think God Iik’es 1‘
have them do so, and will reward thew for it, by giv;no
them suceess in catching fish, d

Conclusive Reasoning of an 4frican Boy—4. juijy
is o charm whieh the superstitions Africans use to eje
away evil and securo good. A chief man 2t Creck Towg
had & great jnju prepaved, to keep his house and yard; but
one day the lightniug struek his house, ¢ ]f ﬂmt’ juju
were the same as God to keep man safe,” said one of ﬂJm
bogs in the mission school, “why did it not suy to the J; hte
ning, ¢Go back, I keep this howse ¥ 6

oI Cruel Father—Tn a city in Turkey, where the 205
pel has been \\renched with great success, a boy has be.
come interested in the truth. — Mis father is a bitter oppoe
sery amd treated his son with such severity that e hag
Leen obliged to flee from Liv home and hide himself, D,
you remember who it is who says, “If any man love fy.
ther or nother more than me, he is not worthy of mey
and also, .\ nian's foes shall be they of kis own hom)c-
hold I

Jn Unnaterel Son.—TIn Aoy, China, & woman ahous
seventy years old has begun to love the Saviour, Is hep
son, on whom she was dependert, glad that she las found
such a friend, who will take her to be with hiw in heaven
when she dies?  No; it enraged him, and she has had to
endure cruel blows, and more crnel mockings; and now
she i1 obliged to go out from her home in her old age, and
carn her bread by daily labor. -

Schools among the Zulus, ~Tight of the children in
Mr., . Grout's school at Umvotiy read and spell with ag
much flneney as white children of their age. Many also,
of u class of thirty, liave learned to ¢write a fair hand.”
In teaching them to read, Mr. Grout appoints two to read,
and the rest act as crities with him, ~ Thuy all,in tarn,
both read and eriticise, and in this way learn very fast,

Children Receiving Instruction.—There are seventys
five schools connected with tho Madura mission. In these
schools are 1,313 scholars. Sisty-one of the schools have
teathers who love the Saviour, and who want to have their
scholars love hitn,

Ponntions,

Frowt Manren 15, To Apris, 15.
NORTH CAROLINA.

“\ friend,” by Rev. T Dodson, 100
SOUTIl CAROLINA.
Cash collected by Dr. W, B, Johnson, agent, 414 19
GEORGIA.
Cash from I, M. Wilbourn», per I1. K, Lllyson, 200
ALABAMA,
Cash from colored people of Mobile, African mission, 10 00
FLORIDA.
Cash from a friend to Central African Mission, Apala-
chicola, by R. Webb, L7
TLXAS,
Galveston Baptist Sunday school, donation by J. I\
Cole, esqr,, 500
450 Ot

ARCH'’D THOMAR, Treasurer,

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BOARDS.

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE FOREIGN BOARD.

Communteations relating to the general business of the Forelgn Misslon Bonzdy
may be addressed, pogt pad, to
Jaxes, B, TAYLOR, Correspanding Soeretaryy
Kwhmond, Fa,
Cowmunleations enclasdng donations, nefaldepartment
iy bo addressed to g donal y or relating to the fina; i
Ancisatp TaoNAS, Tivgaurery

Richmand, V.

Tettvrs for thy mlssfunaries in China must bodirected, post pald, to theeaty of

J.T.swit, 101, Wall Street,
New Forks

Tetters to the misstonaries ta China may bo sent by overland from nny post

oflica n the Uniteid States, the postage beng pre-povd, "o Shaaghat or Cunton, for

tach lebter not exeerding in welght half un ounco, the postage will te forty-ve

cents, Every Tottor should he mipereeribed, “via Southsmpton,” to prevont ine

ereased postago Dy being sent throuch Franee, Letters for Afrien, written o
1ighit pap. ¥ uisy b sent, post paiil, en: foseid to the Cor. Suc, of the Board.

CORRESI'ONDENCE OF THE DOMESTIC BOARD.

Communieatinns rolating to the general business of the Domestio Misslon
Board wny bo addressod, post paud, to

ing Secrriar]
T.¥. Cerms, Chrmynmlmyylrm, ﬂn.

Comnunleations aveloaing don itions, or relating to the financial department

mny bu addressed to . .
. HorxsucxLe, Treasurers
et ! Marion, Alas

CORRESPONDENCE OF THE BIBLE BOARD.
All communieations on the anbjeet of Home and Forelgn Bible Distribution

muat be add "ossed to ading Seerel
W, C, Buck onding Secretary
C. Buck, Corretp ,w'.’hum. Tm'n-

,of relating to the finsacial deparizent

C iond anclosing @

may by addraseed to . .
C. A, FoLirr, Treasurere

¢ ¢ ‘Nashuille, Tenne

———

e e e e

FORM OF BEQUEST.
[ heteby give and bequeath unto the Southern Baptist Coaven-
tion, (here invert the amount, if money, or *subject,” if other pro-
perty,) for the purposes of said Convention.

et e

HOME AND FOREIGN JOURNAL.

This paper is published monthly, on the following termsi—
Single copies, perannum, -+ » -+ - - - - 25 cents.
Five copies, prr annum when sent to ox rensox, $1 00
Twelve copies, p, annuw, when sent to oxe pEnsox, 2

(c-Let it be particularly observed, that although a large aum-*

ber of copies may be taken at one post office, unlesa they are ALL
$PDL 10 0NE ERSON, the price to cach subscriber will be 23 cen's
per copy.

Al syubscriptiom must commence with the January or July
number, Back numbers will be furnished commencing from
either period,

Orders and moneys for the paper must be addressed, \5
paid,) to H. K. ELLYSON,,
Richnond, ¥d.

post
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