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DEATHS.
ssionari Board have fin.
Missionaries of the "
bT:‘:heir courst on earth during thespast
" Rev J. W. Turner, of St. Mary's,;
::)rr,gia, and Rev. Samuel Worcester, a
poctaw Indian. I
OFFICIAL CITANGES.
Last October Ttev Joseph Walker, who

harged the duties o e
W Lary for more than three years, resigned
B office, to take effect December 31st,
Bs;i The urgency of the Board ar'xd the
B iation of friends availing nothn.lg to
i juce him to cbange his purpose, his re-
B ation was accepted, and the present
:umbent elected to fill the vacancy ; who
W ored upon his duties January 1st, 1857,
The President of the Board, Rev, J. 1L
DeVolie, having removed from the State,
B dered his resignation in January. Rev.
w11, Melntosh was appointed to the
Presidency.
FINANCIAL STATEMEXT.
During the year the receipts for the de-
bartmentof Domestic Missions, have been
bom all sources $20,362 93.
To this sum add the balance $103 GG
hthe Treasury April 1st, 1836, and we
Wave 520,466 59, the total resources for
Wle year.  This sum is §5,166 59 less than
heqesowces for the preceding year. There
b nol, however, all this difference In actu-

hedcement O the préceding year “the
reasury contained a balance of $2.543
1, against $103 GG, at the commence-
Joot of the year just closed, making a
ifference of $2,881 §2 in collections in
ror of the former year.  This falling off
ay be accounted for, in part at least, by
e fact that the Board has had but two
zeats in the field since the 1st of January
. Aud one of these is in a field mote
dipted to missionary labor than to that of
bing funds,

DISBURSEMENTS,

The expenditures for all purposes per-
pining to the Domestic Department have
e 816,194 02, Leaving a balance in
fe Treasury of $4,272 57. This is a much
piger balance than for the preceding year.
be reasons for this are two. An unusu-
Iy large number of commissions expired
ith the quarter ending September 30th ;
_ nd the number of appointments for the

ucceeding quarter much smaller than for
" Quarter closing with June, or for that
onmencing with January, consequently
¢ expenditures for that quarter were
uch less than for any other quarler dur-
§ihe year, Again: A large number of
ports for services already rendered have

| covery of the perpetual motion is quite as

i ability and success dis-, : i y i
-t iy H};O”E‘Pf’“di“" S‘-'c'l"‘i“i"““"y operations. Facts, as they now { fimore, Md., Washington, D. C., Rich-
s o

Imoml, Manchester and Petersburg, Va.; .

meeting after the reception of his report.
This inspires them with encouraging hope
for the future.

AGENCIES,

How valuable would be the discovery of
some means of awahening a spiit of be-
nevolence among all our brethren—of en-
listing the prayers and energies of all our
churches in behalf of the cause of evan.
gelizing the world—of gatheiing their lib-
eral contributions regularly into our Treas-
uries, without the necessity of employing
agents for this specific work, To accom:
plish an object so desircble much time
and ingenuily have been expended in de-
vising and proposing plans. DBut the-dis-

|
1

During the last year.t ey raised for Do-
mestic Missions, within}heir own State,
over $3,000. Our Boatd has had but two
Missionaries in that Shfe during the past
year. Not that Iherc,i; KE:uo more destitu-
tion—not that the Texas Baptists are yet
unable to supply it, but.the Board has felt
that other new States jhave had stronger
claims upon the smal‘i,?amount of funds
placed at their control tgr sending the gos-
pel to the poor. :

CITIES.
Cilies and towns ar?;’ important centres
of influence. Your Hoard have deemed
it the part of wisdomi{o bestow a liberal

fields. Tu so doing they have acted in

topeful.  Very few churches, compara-
tively, are systematically sustaining our

exist, and in the history of the past, pro-
claim that agents are indispensable to the
"prosperity of the Board. The reccipts
"have always heen in propoition to the num«
"ber and etficiency of its agents,

Carolina; Rev. Dr. Kingsford, for Virgi-
"nia and Maryland, closed their several
1agencies December 31st.  Rev.J. H. De-
Votie resigned his Financial Secretaryship,
August 1st, 1856, Rev. Dr. Johnson, of
South Carolina, has done valuable service
"by occasional tours in the State where he
(tesides.  Dr. Philips, of Mississippi, hias
 travelled to some extent on behalf of the
* Board during the past year, The Board
"have had but two in the field since Janu-

(ary, Rev. J. 0. Sciven, of Georgia, and |

+Rev. L. M. Berry, of North Carolina.—
The latter iy regarded in the light of mis-
sionary as well as agent,

There is a necessity for a good agent in

"each State.

share of their aid u{;' n these promising
it

! compliance with the {éxpressed wishes of
i many donors. They have stations in Bal-

, Columbus, Darien and St. Mary’s, Ga.;
“ Mobile, Alabama; Nashville and Memphis,
"Tennessee; Little Rock, Arkansas; St.
Louis, Hannibal, Jefferson City and St.

i Rev, J. A, Colling, agent for Alabama; Joseph, Missouri; Galveston, Texas, and
I Rev. W, P, Hill, for Georgia and South Sacramento, California. In most of these

cities reinforcements are not only very de-
+sirable, but highly i"’portant. In Mobile,
New Orleans and St. Louis, several new
. interests seem especially demanded. They
"already have a larg{}l citizenship unprovid-
ed with the gospel} and are rapidly in-
 creasing in population and commercial im-
! portance. f

The Coliseum P]é'ce Baptist Church is,
and lias been self-shstaining for more than
ayear. It is a pfosperous church. But
its eflorts are gredtly embarrassed by a
"heavy debt not st ictly their own, but of
 the denomination qiitside of the city ; fiom
j Which they ought 3t once to be relieved.
It is hoped that thﬁifggnventign will take

gt

Fsejlcduilng theyears At h .‘39-;‘5ﬁ2$€’%’*"*’*"?6“ RGN OF PUBIICATION "

The Home and Foreign Journal has been
tour organ for the past year as herelofore ;

 occupying one-third of it. The Foreign

! .
vder.  As to the best means of employing

f the press is a question that now deeply in-
[ terests the Board.
| MISSIONARIES,

About one hundred and ten missiona-
ries and agents have been employed in
part or the whole of thé year; scattered
through all the slave States, California,
Kansas and the Indian Territeries.  They
have supplied more than three hundred
churches and stations witha preached gos-
pel, delivered over 8,000 discourses, made
more than 8,500 visits to families for reli-
gious instruction and prayer, held 2,000
meetings for prayer and other devotional

version of some 2,000 souls, of whom 1,325
have been baptized, 400 added by letter
and restoration. They report an aggregate
of some 9,000 members;—~133 Sabbath
schools; 3,600 pupils; 475 teachers; 141
converts, among pupils and teachers—the
organization of 20 churches, the ordina.
tion of 2§ ministers and 32 deacons—the

3 Oﬁyet.reached the Mission Rooms, There
e claims of this sort amounting to some |
WLI00, which are daily expected to be|

ented.  This will reduce the above
lance to $2,172, which is the true bal-
i for the current year.

i
|

- LIABILITIES.

eh 2ddition to the above named liabili
% the Board has already made appoint-
Be0ts 1o e amount of $18,000. One-
Puethof which will become due June 30th,
‘ﬂ:; the balance now on hand will not

© first quarter's salaries for the pres-
Jear by nearly $2,000,

- 1.: i:(t,hunderc?d,01w reliancein the future
: utiu: Past is upon the voluntary con-
o ;fgtho churches, hoth to meet
e il hhe§ and to enable the Board
o ‘oﬂle (‘hEll' appointments as they
- h'et Imperatively demanded, In
i tlhs ory of the Doard their confi-

g Nechurches ha.s not been disap.

ﬂfeste;d ot ono of their drafts has been

‘ 100t one of their niissionaries has

Wait for his salary beyond the first

completion of 25 church edifices, and the

commencement of 19 others. Intbe per-
formance of these labors, they have trav-
eled over 70,000 miles. As has already
been stated, a large number of the reports
are not received ; consequently this report
‘does not embrace all the labor performed
during the year. Yet it will be seen that
a vast amount of work has been done,
great good has been accomplished.
SELF SUPPORTING CHURCHES.

and Bible Boards occupying the remain-

exercises ;—been instrumental in the con- * none of us can tell. The Board regard it

I'some efficient med 3:1‘53’?8 fhis end.
s o o Ry, T o 2
I ’ e i

At the meeting of this Convention in
, Montgomery in 1855, the following reso-
lution was adopted:

“That the Board of Domestic Missions

be instructed to occupy Kansas as a field
tof Missions as soon as practicable.”

. The civil and political condition of that
JTcnitory has rendered it, until 1ccently,
, entirely impracticable to obey the instruc-
tion conveyed in the foregoing resolution
i In December last, Rev. J. H, Luther, of
S. Carolina, was appointed to this field.
It was deemed advisable by the Board
that he spend most of the winter in an
agency on behalf of his contemplated
mission, to which he yielded. About the
10th of March he embarked for his new
field. No tidings from him since his arri-
val on his field.

What will be the result of this effort

in the light of an expariment made in com-
pliance with the instructions of the con-
vention. The policy of the Territory is
not yet settled—the trials aie not yet
ended—human foresight is not sufficient
to disclose the end when, or where, or
what it shall be. The Missionary sent
out has all the requisites of success, so far

a3 human instrumentalities are concerned.

CALIFORNIA.

As a missionary field California poa-
sesses many points of attraction. [ts ex-
tent of territory—containing nearly 190,
000 square miles. Escepting Texas, it is
larger than any three States in the Union.

Its vast resources of mineral wealth hay
already attracted, and will continue to at.
tract an immense population. No census

Scveral churches under the fostering
care of the Board, have received numbers |
and pecuniary strength suflicient during
the past year, to sustain themselves.-—-i
Among this number may be found Chat-|
tannoga, Tenn., Hannibal, Missouri, and!
Fayetteville, Arkansas. Very many self-'
sustaining interests, once,under the pat.’
ronage of the Board, furnish pleasing evi-
dence of its great utility, Texasisa grat-
ifying illustration, Formerly it received
a large share of the sympathy and aid of
the Board, Now Texas has a large Bap-
tist membership, and an efficient ministry.

statistics are capable of keeping pace with
the influx of the people. One who had re-
sided thare three years says : * Iere em.
igrants are rushing from every continent
and isle; they crest every mountaing they
cover every sea; they sweep in like a
cloud from the Pacific, they roll down like
a torrent from the slopes of the Sierra
Nevada.”

The oral condition of this people
should awaken our sympathy, enlist our
earnest prayer, and call forth our early
efforts to send them the Gospel.

In the absence of the restraining power

BAPTIST CONVENTION.
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of religious institutions, virtuous society
and home influences, depravity becomes
more depraved by the natural working of
its own inherent elements, How this ten.
dency is accelerated when the alluring
gambling saloon, dramshop and brothel be-
come the common Sabbath resort in every
town, village and camp. Under such in.
fluences it is reasonable to suppose that
many, both in youth and manhood, will
foll to rise no more, And what gives ad.
ditional interest to this subject, is they are,
many of them, our own people. We sus-
tain the same relation to them that Paul
did to the people concerning whom he
said,— My hearl's desire, and prayer to
God for Jsrael iy that they might be
saved” More than this: How many of
I'us are united to that people by the tender
cords of kinship? How few are not.
There are social, civil, and political af-
| finities which intercst us in that field. We
 are credibly informed that the larger por-
“tion of the residents of Southern Califor.
nia are from the Southern portion of our
confederacy ; differing in social and busi.
ness habits, And one resident writing
 from that portion of the State, says they
" possess some degree of pride in this pecu.
Hiarity, Another who has long resided
there and well acquainted with the social
and political feelings and relations of that
country remarks: ** All the political sym-
pathies of California are with the South.”
Its destitution hasbeen hinted at. A word
in relation to that portion lying South of
Stockton, between the Sierra Nevada
mountains and the Coast range, a distance
| of some four hundred miles in length. A
minister who has for some time resided
there, now a missionary of the Board,
says: ‘“ILnow of but one Presbyterian
or congregational minister in this part of
the State; and even the Methodists, who
“hitherle . mostly, accupied. the . field,

I

— .

It is about three years since the enter-
prise was commenced. A good chapel
has been built and paid for; twelve Chi.
nese converts have made a public profes-
sion of their faith in Christ. One of these,
Wong Moag, is a man of learning dnd high
order of preaching talent. Another, Ah
Chak, recently baptized, is a man of Jfair
altainments, of considerable business ca-
pacity and influence, and promises to be a
valuable accession to their little band of
disciples. Thus far all the Chinese con:
verts seem o walk orderly and give hope-
ful evidence of the sincerity of their
piety,

Brother Shuck, in a late communication
to the Board, remarks: The prospects
in California for Christianiziog the Chi-
nese are better than I ever expected to
see them.” With regard "to the Church
in Sacramento City, of which he is pastor,
he says: The cause among our own coun-
trymen is onward; congregation, chirch,
and Sabbath school are all on theincrease,
and we conlinue to have accessions to our
membership every month, The Southern
Baptist Convention ought to have two
more missionaries here, one in San Fran-
cisco and one in Auburn or Marysville,
laboring, as I am, with the Americans and
Chinese. Here is a wide and inviting
field for our Southern Churches to bring
the Gospel o bear upon the Chinese, and
at the same time, look after the stray
sheep fiom their own folds, wandering and
widely scattered in this land of the *Far
West,”

The missiogaries now in the field are
Rev. J. L. Shuck and Ah Moag, at Sacra-
mento, and Rev. C. N, West, in Sierra
Nevada valley, Rev.E. J, Willis labored
a portion of the year at Oakland, Domes-
tic afflictions seemed to demand his return
lo Virginia,

.The Board have felt the importance of

| have lately reduced three circuits to one,
{ supplied by one man, aided by one or two
'local preachers; while the Baptists have

at liberty fo do so with the limited means
at their command. Indeed, they could
not kave sustained the egterprise thus far,

I never sent, nor, to my knowledge, encour-
"aged one Baptist minisler to occupy this

destitute region.” This is peiliaps & very
i fair representation of the mining country,
There i3 a strong desire manifested on the
part of this people to hear the guspel,
Through this entire region there are more
or less Baptists scaltered as sheep with-
-out a shepherd. Twenty active and faith-
| ful ministers could not supply this portion
of the State.

OAKLAND CITY,

At this point we have a church organ.
ized, and for some time under the pasto-
ral care of Rev. E. J. Willis, now of Rich.
mond, Va. The Church is now without a
pastor, yet anxious to procure one.

MARYSVILLE AND SAN FRANCISCO.

These are two important and thriving
! cities, having a considerable Chinese pup-
‘ulation.  An enterprise ought o be under-
| taken at both these points’in connection
i with the Chinese population, similar to
i {hat under the care of DBro. Shuck, at
' Sacramento,

CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA,

: The Providence of God is bringing this
 singular people to our shore, rendering
them casy of access, Removing them
from many of the strong influences that
operate powerfully against the truth.in
" their own country; suchas the multitudes
that believe not, and the small number
and humble position of those who have
the moral courage to follow Christ—the
political and civil instilutions that are hos-
tile to the truth—the wicked and idola-
trous custorns and habits of the entire
people—the persceution and oppression
which are certain to visit those who re-
nounce the heresies of their religion and
embrace the Gospel; by removing them
" from these and kindred influences, and as-
sociating them with Chridtian peopl?, they
 tnay, by continually"observing tb_e impro-
ving and elevating power of Christian in-
! stitations, gradually lose their long cher-
| ished and deep rooted prejudices.

The success attending the efforts of the
Board in their behalf, is proof of this.

had it not been for the generous appropri-
ations of the Goshen Association of Vir-
ginia, for that specific purpose,

Here your Board will take occadion to
speak of the example of that Association
as worthy of all praise, and the imilation
of other Associations, It pays one half
the salaty of brethren Shuck and Ah
Moag, in California, and sustains brother
Molfat and one nalive preaclier. among the
Indians,

INDIAN MISSIONS,

In another place the death of Rev.
Samuel Worcester, a native Choctaw, has
been announced. HMe died January 301,
1857, During the fall he suffered from a
severe and protracted illness—from which
'he 50 far recovered as to resume his mis-
sionary labors,  Early. in January he
wrole the Doard, making grateful mention
of the goodness of God experienced du-
ring his aflliction, and his settled purpose
to devote the remnant of his days with
morc carnest zeal to his master's cause.
How few '¥as that remnant! In less than
one month he ceased from his labors and
entered into hLis rest. He was educated
in Keatucky—there united with a Baptist
church, and was ordained to the ministry
in the summer of 1834,

FINANCES,

The receipts from all sources for the
year have been $18,610,73. Balance in
the Treasury, April 1st, 1856, $1,313,20;
tofal, $19,956,95. By an examination of
the Treasurer’s report it will be seen that
the several amounts received from the U.
S. Government sale of lands, &e., the bal-
ance in the Treasury at the beglning of
the year, make up the sum of $10L23§,QO.
leaving but $9,723,03, the total amount'of
collections from all the churcfxels. o
While the resources for the year have
been $3,816,26 more than for.the prece
ding year, the receipts from the Cﬁucc‘{'ﬂﬁ}s
have been $3,515,39 Tess. Ths rlrogiade
movement is much to bq&ép!o ed.?:gj}mﬂ
be accounted for as in,the Case of decigase
«n Domestic Mission

ERTARY W
receipts,'in part,

relifofetn s M4 misstoms but- havé not-felt-men,
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want of agents, but chiéfly in the fact that
this whole subject was attended with
marked and sympathizing circumstances,
investing it with an interest, during the
first year after thé transfer, which it never
had enjoyed before, which it has notsince.
An extract from an address delivered last

fall by the late Cor. Secretary, clearly in-
dicates those circumstances and that in-
terest ;= .

“You have already heard of the condition of
the Indian Missions at the time they were turn.
ed over to the Domestic Board, T am quite
sure if all the facts touching the financial af-
fairs of the American Indiun Mission Associa«
tion, had been known when the Emposxpon
was made to placo the missions of that Society
under the direction of the Southern Baptist
Convention, that the Convention would never
have received them. It was only on the assu-
rance of worthy aud reliable brehren, that the
assets on haud would fully liquidate the liabili-
ties of the Association, that the proposal was
accepted, and these Todian Missions put_in
charga of the Domestic Board. On visiting
Louigville, a few weeks after, I found a very
different state of things, The debts of the
Association were' found to e over $12,000,
while the assets, from all sources and of all
kinds, made an aggrezate of but little abuve
35,000, As soon as it was known that
these missions had passed over to n differ-
ent organization, which had bocome respon-
sible for all just cliims against the old
Syciety, accounts were presented, claiming
principal and interest, which swelled the un-

aid debts to over $15,000, leaving n deficit of
g0,000 to be_provided for by the spontancous
liberality of Southern Baptists!! While on
the one hand, I never found crcdltors—-l. do
not allude to the missionaries—more ezacting ;
on the other, I never found Christians more
ready to contribute for the canceling of theso
claims. - About 2,000 dullars were fortunately
realized from the prompt payment of some old
school accounts which had not before been sent
iuto the Indian Commissioner at Washington,
and two or three small legacios by benevolent
brethren, who had shortry before deceased ;
but notwithstanding this timely nu'l‘ there were
still $7,000 to e raised. Within the brief
period of nine months, the whole of the re-
quired amount was available, and I am happ
to annoance before you this morning, that all
the debts are paid with the exception of about
$400, which will also be paid when the ae-
counts are sent in for settlement, and regularly
avouched, I proclaim with pride and pleasure,
that I have never known Baptists to act more
nobly than they did in disembarrassing these
missions, They seemed to me to be impelled
by the instinctivo conviction that everlasting
disgrace would attach to the entire denomina-
tion, unless energetic and liberal measures
were promptly taken to remove this formidable
difficulty, One simultaneous movement was
directing funds from all points of the comypass
towards the treasury, that cheered and encour-
aged the Board on the anival of every mail.
No single person is entitlxd to the eredit of
this opportune deliverance. It was the united
work of many individuals, aided by a combina-
tion of many circumstances and intluences.”

This prompt aid and success are causes
of devout gratitude. But it is with pro-
found sorrow we record the fact, thata
sense of the claims of the poor Indian,
and a love for his soul are not sufficient
motives to conlinue and increase this
interest,

DISBURSEMENTS.

The total expenditures in this depart.
ment for the year have been $16,780,26,
leaving a balance in the Treasury of
$3,173,69. Against this there are claims
for missionary and school service, now
due, and daily expected to be presented,
amounting to over $1,500, or, which will
reduce this balance to about $1,500, the
actual balance for the current year.

MISSIONARIES,
There are 26 missionaries, whites and
..natives, laboring among the Creeks, Cher.
okees and Choctaws,
LABOR PERFORMED.

It is extremely difficult to procure sta-
tistics from mostof our missionaries among
the Indians, Hence the amount of labor
performed and the results thereof, cannot
be reported to any definite extent. Most
of the missions are in quite a prasperous
~ondition, The number of baptisms re-
ported thus far is 324, Many reports,
however, for the last quarter have not
come to hand,

REINFORCEMENTS.

Only one white missionary and one in-
terpreter have been added to the list dur-
ing the yéar. Rev. J. A. Slover of Ark.,,
has been located among the Cherokees,
Another native Creek is soon to be or.
dained.

CALL FOR MORE LADORERS,
t» Brother Slover says :—* The calls that
haye begn made upon me here are more
than three missionaries can answer, When
I pass-from place fo place, through this
destitute country, I am deeply impressed
with the words of our Saviour to his dis-
ciples: ¢ Prayye therefore the Lord of the
harvest thdt he would send forth labor-
ers.’  Thisis my earnest prayer. Iknow
of no people more in need of a faithful
‘ministry,  Your Board ought to have one
‘or two more men of deep piety and sound

practical sense nmon% the Cherokees.” It

is the earnest hope of the Board to secure
these men at an early day,
A CHOCTAW CRY.

A short time since we received a petis
tion signed by five Choctaws, praying for
more Missionaries.

We give it place here:

“ Dear Brethren—We are praying to
you like unto Macedonia to Paul.  Acts
16: 9. ¢ Come over and help us.’

“We would be truly happy to have some
of your ministers sent to us to cooperate
with us in our labors, as we have none
that live amongus. The members of the
churches are very much discouraged, be-
cause there is so much error flowing in on
all sides. We see very plainly that the
Baptists ought to send out two more strong
ministers here for the Choctaw people,—
one for Arkansas and one for Red River.
It is very much to be hoped that our hum-
ble prayer will be heard.

‘*We Baptists are too much beholden to

pedobaptists for books. They have trans-
| lated the New Testament and Hymn books
into the Choctaw language according to
their peculiar views of Chiistian baptism,
Thesc are the books we are compelled to
make use of,

“We think it is time for Baptists to do
something among us by way of translating
the Testament and other buoks into the
Choctaw language; they are much need-
ed here.

“You will please write us an answer <o
s00n as you receive these few lines from
us, and let us know whether you can do
anything for us ot not,

‘“We are yours, &c., in Christ,

PeTER Forson,
WiLwian Cass,
Snvon ITaxcock,

SiorMpBEE,
Lewis Cass.”

This petition suggests a topic which has,
for some time, interested your Board ; that
of such an acquisition of knowledge of the
Indian tongues, by a portion of the mis.
sionarnes, as to enable them to preach in
those languages without the intervention
of interpreters, and, if need be, to trans-
Iate the Scriptures into the Red Man’s di-
alect. This subject your Board respect-
fully submit to the consideration of the
Convention. '

CREEKS,

The appeals from this nation for rein-
forcements are not less urgent and impor-
tunate than the foregoing. Brother Buck-
ner, qur carnest, laborious and indefatiga-
ble missionary, who has often been called
the Apostle to the Indians, has written
much on this subject. The Board are in
correspondence with several ministers in
relation to this field. One has engaged to
go. He is now a member of Mercer Uni-
versity, and will enter this field soon after
the closé of the present session. Little
doubt exists that some five or six men will
be sent out the present season to these
several tribes.

SCHOOLS,

The Potawatomie School is in a flour-
ishing condition. The superintendent, Rev.
John Jackson, states that the Indians are
taking a more than usual interest in the
school; and that some of the larger pu-
pils are considerably concerned about their
future welfare. This and the Wea school
are supported by the U. S. Government.
The Wea School, under the supervision
of Rev. David Lykins has been greatly in-
terrupted by the political strifes in the
Territory ; and for a portion of the time
has been suspended,

There are two neighborhood schools in
connection with brother Moffat's stations ;
of their present cendition and prospects of
usefulness, your Board are not informed.
Brother Worcester, in his last commu.
nication to the Board, made earnest re-
quest for a school in his neigbourhood.
Brother Buckner has brought this sub.
ject to our notice as worthy of immediate
attention.

SUPPORT OF MISSIONARIES.
There is a pleasing change during the
Past two or three years on this subject.—
Associations, churches and individuals are
adopting missionaries, and pledging their
support. There are many advantages ari.
sing from this arrangement. The support
is more certain—the missionaries and those
conlribuling to their support, are brought
into more immediate contact, a decper in.
terest is awakened and a stronger attach.
ment is formed. It is hoped that the time
will soon come when every Association

immiatii

and chiurch will have its missionary or mis-
sionaries,

Among” the Associations which have
adopted this course, may be found the fol-
lowing: Goshen, Virginiay Bethel, Eben-
ezer, Western and Central Georgia, Ala-
bama, Bigby, Eufaula, Pine Barron and
Coosa, Alabama; Aberdeen, Mississippi.
Churches—Montgomery and Carlowville,
Alabama ; Bethel and Salem, Kentucky.
Several are sustained by individuals, A
brother in Georgia sustains brother Slover.
A sisfer in Jackson, Mississippi, sustains
anative. In Alabama, in two or three
cases, different persons Bave united in sup-
porting native preachers. The young la-
dies in the Judson Female Institute of Ma-
rion, Alabama, sustain a native. Three
brothers in Covington, Kentucky, also sus-
tain one.

NEW FIELDS,

It is not only desirable to reinforee the
missions in the telds already occupied,
but to send missionaries to the contiguous
tribes, which are now open to the gospel,
and have strong claims upon us for it. An
early occupancy of these fields is highly
important.

+ CONCLUSION,

In closinig this account of their steward-
ship, your Board would express their sense
of gratitude to God for his goodness in
prospering the work of their hands. They
urge the necessity of increased effort to
sustain and eularge the missions of the
Board. The sum of $30,000 for each de-
partment of their labor is requisite to meet
the wants of the field.  An earnest appeal
. is made to the friends of the Saviour and

the State societies, or other local Bible
associations, The fund collected within
their limits, . we desire to place at their
own disposal.  We wished them to employ
the colporteurs, purchase the Bibles, and
themselves attend to their distribution,
so far as they could be brought to do it
effectively and promptly. Except in ex-
traordinary caves, the Bible Board itself
employs no colporteurs.  We had, there-
fore, no other means of carfying into ef
lect the spirit of the instructions given
to us by the Couvention at Montgomery,
but to recommend to owr auxiliary socis
eties which were then in operation, that
they should at once conform to the re-
quirements of the Convention, and make
the necessary arrangements, by negotia.
tions with our Publication interests, to
supply every colporteur with a suitable
stock of denominational and other rveli.
gious books ; and in the formation of new
societies, to incorporate this object, where
ever it was practicable and desirable, into
their constitution,

The Arapama Barrist Bt Soaery,

already raised a fund for the purchase of
books. It established a depository, chang-
ed its name to correspond with its addi-
tional fauctions, to the ** Alabama Baptist
Bible and Colporteur Society ;” and has
been, ever since, a model for all societies
organized for similar purposes. The in-
crease in its prosperity and usefulness,
the firmer hold it has taken upon the
hiearts of the brethren, the new energy it
has infused into the churches, the rapid
increase of intelligence among them, and

his cause for a steady purpose to secure |
l this amount.

I’ May the Great Author of Missions im-
i part the Spirit of Missions to his people, |
yand of wisdom to the Board.

BIBLE BOARD.

NASIVILLE, TENNESSEF.

Where do we stand?

It is important, in the prosecution of
the great works of Christian benevolence,
to pause for a moment and look around us,
and see where we stand. What has been
dome? ‘What et 'remdins to do? We
do not know how we can give our readers
a better idea of the state of our Bible
work at the present time, than by show.
ing him a poition of our Report which
was made to the Convention, which re-
cently met at Louisville, Ky, Ttis a long
article, but it will, we are sure, amply re-
pay the trouble of a careful reading :

THE THIRD BIENNIAL RLPORT OF TIE
BIBLE BOARD.

In our Report to this Cenvention, made
two years ago, we suggested a plan for
our future operations,—-contemplating the
formation of Bible Societies in every
State, auxiliary to the Bible Board, with
assuciational and other local societies aux-
iliary fo them. This plan, which the Con-
vention was pleased to adopt, and which
is heartily recommended, we have seen
no reason to change. But every day's
experience has convinced us more and
more of the importance of its general
adoption.

The committee to whom these sugges-
tions in our former report were referred
recommended that “a system of colpor-
teurage, which should embrace, not only
Bible, but religious end denominalional
book distribution, be established by these
associalional societies.”

Upon the adoption of the Report con-
taining this recommendation, the Conven.
tion unanimously passed the following
resolution :

“ResoLven. That the Bible Board be
instructed in oll future appointments of
colporteurs, so far as practicable, to nego-
tinte such an arrangement with our Publi-
cation Societies aswill combine the dissemi-
nalion of their publications with the Holy
Scriptures.”

These instructions it was our duty and
our desire faithfully to observe. But to
bring about the change in the character
and objects of our operations, which it
evidently contemplated, was, of neces-
sity, the work of time,

Our plan of operations, whi&e it did not
preclude the Board from engaging and
sending out colporteurs directly from it-
self, yet did not contemplate such a
course. We prefered to accomplish all
the work, so far as practicable, through

Jthough a considerable portion of this fund

the unexampled spread of Baptist senti.
ments through the State, would suficient.
ly indicate the far-sceing and deep-sec-
ing wisdom of the Convention in giving
us these instructions, Even without
taking into consideration the reflex in.
fluence of their adoption upon the publi-
cation interests of the denomination.

This Society reports to us, as the ag.
gregate of its two years operations, the
sum of fifteen thousand five hundred and
aiz dollars,—which is much more than the
whole amount reported by us in any two
years ¢ our previous existence, from all
the Southern States combinel. And,

has been employed in the circulation of
other religious books, yet we are assured
that vastly more has been done in
the distribution of Bibles than was done
by the same Society, when it made Bible
distribution its exclusive work ; and,
though much the greater portion of it has
been employed in the supply of their
home deslitution, they have sent much
more in the last year than any former
year tous for the supply of the destitute
in other ficlds.

They have sustained ten colporteurs, at
an average expense of about three hun-
dred dollars each, and so evident and
so great has been the good accomplished,
that they have determined to raise at
least twenty thousand dollars more, as
a permanent fund for the colportage
work,  Some six thousand of this has
already been pledged. The halance will
probably be raised within the next two
years.

We fear it will be several years before
we can secure auxiliary societies equal or
comparable to thisin a/f the othet States
connected with the Convention, But
to this object we propose steadily to di-
rect our energies,

THE NORTH CAROLINA BAPTIST BIDLE
AND PUBLICATION SOCIETY

Became auxiliary to the Bible Board of
the 8. B. Convention, by a resolution adopt-
ed atits meeting at Fayetteville, in 1854.
Ithas, from its first organization, combined
the distribution of Bibles with our denomi«
national and other re'igious books, upon the
plan recommended to the Bible Board by
your resolution at Montgomery. So far
as we can learn, it is 2 well managed and
very efficient body ; but it needs a larger
capital to do thoioughly the greal work
of spreading the printed, truth through so
large and populous a State. ' \We trust
the brethren in North Carolina will see
the necessity of giving it an ‘endowment
of at least ten thousand dollars, so that jt
may do promptly what it was designed
and what it is expected to accomplish, It
reports about three thousand dollars as the
aggregate of its two years’ work.

THE VIRGINIA AND FOREIGN BIBLE So-

CIETY,

.

always one of our best auxiliaries, had

T,
iliaries, has been ‘dishandeqd and
lu'rne.ll. over to the Dible Bou
Virginia Baptist Genera] Associafy,
hope the change may ultimatel‘yprl
be for the advantaze of the B "
antage of the Bipj
Both the Society and the Boar |} B
during the lst two years
connection with the Supg
Publication Society of v
joint distnbution of Bibles
gious books. The Societ
thousand two hundred ang twenty .}
lars as the amount of g Operatiy,
one year, and the Board ope oy J¢
one hundied and l.iﬁy-four dollarg I
other year; making an aggiegyy by
some other funds sent directly |,
Board, of over four thousang
dollars.  The report of the Virghia p
Board, recently received by ug, .
express a feeling ofdiscour:\gem,,twN )
is hardly justified by the facte, |y ™,
to have been expected that the chany
their organization could be eﬂ‘ecled;h
out some temporary derangemen o gy
work,  When we consider this, ul,
that the Board was located at Notfg,
Portsmouth, whence it was scattere 2K
the pestilence before it had enterely |,
its duties, we think they have nyp -
to complain of the past, and mygj o
to hape great things for the future,
trust and confidently expect to fyq
ginia standing, two year hence, wh
she has been accustomed to sy
i”w first rank of the auxiliariey ¢
, Bible Board.
[ THE BILLE BOARD OF THE SOUTH capy
BAPTIST CONVENTION
Has shown itsell an important yy s
rary, although it has not yet entersyy
| the’Joinf work of Bible and book gif
{ bution, in accordance with YOur
(tion of instructions to us, We iy
will be led to do so at the next meelry X
that Convention next July. It is ¢f2
posed of some of the best and mutul 4
ous brethren in the State, Its Pxesidn‘
Hon, J. B, O'Neal, has been g lut}’
spirit in the Bible efforts of that St}
many years. The location of the Sul ¥
ern Publication Society at Charlestu .3
fords them great facilitics, and I
strong’ inducements to the combin
of the boolk with the Bible distil
The union will give new energy ul %
Harged utility to both departments Yol
cannot forbear to express our antiepf;
(that it will be effected, and the wod
the Board increased fourfold, We
between thirleen and fourteen hunif
dollars, as the amount of their w4
pouted to us for the last two years.
THE BIDLE COMMITTEE OF THE CEiff
BAPTIST CONVENTION
Was, atits own request, releasel 1
further care of Bible matters more iul
a year ago, and the whole busings f{¥4
trusted to the contro! of your Bible Baj?
at Nashville, with the understanding
we would take measures to secut
organization of a State Society, i srff
ance with our general plan, at the r<f8
ing of the Georgia Convention, ®
has just passed at Augusta. That ofiS
mittee had faithfully performed s gl
amount of unrequited labor, ond R
been the instrument of accompld
much good. We have now a St
ciety which goes into operation W
most promising auspices,—combini |
book and Bible distribution, and whit
likely, in the course of two or three &
to take rank with that of Alabama’}. g
employ its fifleen or twenty thi] 4
dollars yearly in the disseminationdl
truth. |
We have, as the aggregate from‘G“‘ A
gia for the last two years, includif g
woik of the Committee of the Ge“""
Convention, that of the newly )
Bible and Colporteur Society, st
own, about four thousand and thmh’
dred dollars,
THE BIBLE SocieTy OF THE GBY
ASSOCIATION OF TENNESSEE AND S0,
ALABAMA, .
This Society has net entered yet a
the work of Bible and Book Colporte™™
It has some superior advantages r“'ﬁ ;
effective accomplishment of SUC““: X
and will probably engage in itatsn®
day. It represents, however, only3¥}.4
portion of the Bible interests of T¥]d
see, We do not see ul present any f
pect of thoroughly combining all the#
terests, though it is an object whit! i
do not think impracticable, and Wt

i1
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_“Y.SChuol
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¥ repory %
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five huy

. One of our first and most reliable aux.

hope some day to accomplish.
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est Tennessee Bible Society.re-
sell as the auxiliary of the Dible
3 rather than of your Bible Board,
1 have made us a handsome
Kiion of Bibles and Testamnents which
L calued to them at about five hundred
[ . aod have in various ways express-
¢ interest in our work and their

p. |

g

ihei
I for its succe

biBee sy wide
At Tennessees

38,

ficld for our operations
A very happy begin-
W 1123 been made, and we ‘e.\'pect sh.ort-

)3 § have an efficient working organiza-

i in that ot tion of the State.

i Ac aggregate of our \\’ork' for Tel‘mle‘s-

, bincluding the above mentioned Bibles,
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BORD OF FOREIGY MISSIONS,

U ——
RICHMOND, JULY, 1857,
Union University.

On our way from Augusta Ga., to Lou.
isville, Ky., we had the pleasure of a pass-
inz visit to Murfreesboro, Teunessee, the
seat of Union University. Murfreesboro
is a pleasant and apparently thriving vil-
lage, and as we should judge, a very suit-
able locality for an institution of learning,

We were glad to have this opporlunity
of making a visit (our feast) to the Union
University, None of our colleges is doing
so much for the foreign Mission cause as

vis this,

It has furnished us six of our

J'methiﬂg Jess than two thousand dol-

‘ | missionaries, two for China and four for
kL ¢

AN PIIST BIBLE SOCIETY. . -
% MARYLAND B3 ST 1 et t [ Central Africa; and we are hoping for
8 of our first auxiliaries we regret to|

3 ) "others from among its pupils, to bear the
" h”_' i.fnot d.nbanded’, alf l.ca:t';.t:;c.(: ! glad tidings ofelEI'rxalliI;c {)o the perishing:
i efiiciently in the work in w ul 1 t 1 Biother Holnan, Cor. Secretary of the
' formerly "“g“'é’-"i" We trust, Io“'i Domestic Mission Boaid, and brother S.
ya, that out brethren in that State have

81 st their interestin the cause, and us in our visit,
conﬁdent that we shall be able before !
.!m meeting of that body to,rc|-ort'

B it has been revived or another organi-
B.5b o formed in its place.

)

To each of us the esti-
mable president of the University, brother
yEaton, and other brethren, extended the
tkindest christian courtesy ; causing us to
, [regret that we could not spend a larger
{1 DIBLE SOCIETY OF THE FLORIDA BAP- ! time jn delightful association with them.
TIST CONVENTION Pt was my first acquaintance with brother
[ vt recently been organized. Tt is. Pendleton, Theological Professor, and 1
! country where there is much destitu. ymust be allowed to say that the social
1idl to be supplied and s likely to be-"qualities and just sentiments developed
ke a very ueeful body in the distribu-! during the interview served 1o enhance
i of books, if not in the ccllection «f oy conviction, before not weak, of his
in- It has not yet been enabled to fitnesy for the position. To Dr. Eaton
el upon the colporteurage work, though ‘and brother Pendleton (spite of the old
iftinderstand that it designs 1o do +0 a3 | landmark-ism of the latter, which he

I

Henderson, of Tuskeege, Ala., were with |

haah as practicable.
i

f#  rocAL LIBLE SOCICTIES. !
‘I 'iflosides these Boards of State Convcn-i
ills ind General Associations and State

DR: Societics, we have many local socie- 1

b’ directly auxiliary to us, Some like,

"‘": of Hopkinsville, Ky., (which is 19p~}

’ulcd in your body,) confined to a sin-
'“ Pehurch and congregation ; others em-
b ing an Association or a county or
ifict. Some of these local societies,
ol connected with our denominational’
ools, and we regard these with more |
frest than ahy others, on account of'
M reflex interegt which they exert upen
MR who arc to be the leading minds in
i coming generation, Two of these|
! ‘ eties have represented themselves in

e
if

(igr body, viz: that of the Mary Sharp}

‘ f, ale College at Winchester, Tennessee, |
"1t first that was formed, and the worthy
E_ el for all similar istitutions; and
'\ of the Union University at Murfrees- |
b8, Tennessee.
A3 yet we have no State Society in
Mvouri, Kentucky, Arkansas, Missis-
-8 i, Lonisiana, Texas, or Californiaj but
Mifully does our experience confirm the
®iklom of this plan of operation that we
Ml continue to labor in this direction
Wil we have a State Society o its equiv-
ot in every State connccted with the
vention,  I¥e need them as much for the
W of distribution as for that of collec-
wy They do us double service—tirst
jing the funds and then superintending
A eniployment of them and other funds
ifieeded in the supply of the destitution
i their own bounds,
{ is true we have received contribu-
#bs from some States where there is nei-
‘.“, Society or a Board auxiliary to us,
almost the whole of what we are ena-
: 10 report as the amount of our opera-
9 for the 1ast two years has been done
i °l{l' [Permanent auxiliaries; and we
% tis owing very much to the gene-
W @option of this plan of operations
3 sested by us at your meeling at Mont-
B 'Y vith the additional provision for
§ 00k colporleuragc recommended by
1B hat we are enabled to report more
| " ree times as much s at any other
f“'”‘g of the Convention; something
"4 tan thirty thousand dollars.
W INSTRUCTIONS DESIRED.
,;" Portion of these funds, it will be ob-
;g; Vlm rai%ed by our auxiliary and
accoa(;‘e bOdlC'S, and by them employed
"clio,: atnce with the resolution of ‘in-
&l é 043, passed at the last meeting
‘1& onvention, in the joint circuls.
18 o Bibles und other religiovs books un-
3 *:hdlrection'and control of those who
l ¢m. That portion, however, which
b rél‘atce(l at the disposal of the Dible
: ivel :eh‘, was all employed in the ex-
. eulation of the Seriptures, ex
T ™uch a5 was required to mect the

i

i
4

$°%%e3 of the Doard,

knows [ cannot stomach) I feel that we
may confidently look for such instructions
and influences as will tend greatly to pro-
mote the uscfulness of the young minis-
ters who may be subjected to their in-
struction,

We regretted o see the unfinished state
of the college buildings and the want of
attention to the campus. Our brethren
of Tennessee ought to raise funds enough
to complete the buildings, lay off -and

beautify the campus, and liberally endow |

the University, Come brother Graves,
can't you rally them speedily and heartily
to this work?

General Association of Kentucky.

This body is growing in importance and
strength, At its session last year, it was
determined to employ a Corresponding
Secretary, wha sheuld devote his time to
the interest of the Association. Rev. A.
Broaddus was selected, and as the result
of his cfficient management, there had
been quite an encouraging increase of con-
tributions for state missions during the
year.

Owing in part, no doubt, to the fact that
the meeting immediately preceeded the
Assembly of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention at Louisville, the delegation was
much larger than usual. But we believe
this increase was in part attributable to
the increased interest felt in the cause of
evangelical cffort among our brethren in
Kentucky. The efforts of our efficient

and energetic agent, brother Thurman, !

brother Broaddus, brother Campbell and
others who have been laboring as agents,
are arousing our Kentucky brethren to
somewhat more liberal views of their ob-
ligations to the cause of Christ than have
heretofore prevailed.

The sessions of the General Associa-
tion were harmonious and spirited, and
formed a fit prelude to the

Southern Baptist Convention.

In this Lody there were more than two
hundred delegates, assembled from the
different States of the South and South
West, though, as a matter of course, much
the larger delegation was of the State of
Kentucky.

We do not propose a sketch of the
doings of the Convention. We remark
in passing, however, that jt was a meeting
of unusual pleasantness. The most cor-
dial, fraternal feelings appeared topervade
cevery heart.  The discussions, though fre-
quent and animated, were always kind
and respectful, and with one slight excep-
tion, (relating to the Georgia delegation,
which was soon satisfacterily disposed of;)
the business was trapsacted with entirc
harmony and good fecling. We trust that

many of those who participated in the 3

méeting felt their hearts inspired with the
purpose to pray more and labor mare for
the salvation of the world than they had

o

theretofore done. The next session of the
Convention will be held in Richmond, Va,

General Association of Missourd,

From Louisville, in company with bro-
ther Holman, we went on to Lexington,
Mo, to attend the General Association at
that place, Itso happened, that at their
sessions Jast year both the General As-
sembly of the Cumberland Presbyterians
and the General Association of the Bap-
tists, (they meet at the same time and
therefore did not know each others ap-
pointments,) selected Lexington as their
\ place of megting for the present year.
"Thus we had the two assemblies holding
t their anniversaries in the same town and
 at the same time. The good citizens and
the churches of the place, divided their
| hospitalities and kind attention very equi-
Itably, so far as we could perceive, At
least all seemed to be satisfied,

The General Association of Missouri
kas not concentrated much of the strength
vof the denomination. The delegation was
small, and the amount contributed to the
‘treasury meager. Much more is being
done by the District Associalions than by
, the,General Association, for the evangeli.
“zation of, (as Missourians are fond of call-
ing it,) this “great and growing State.”
But our brethren are far, very far, from
having entered upon this work with any
"thing like the unily, energy, liberality, or
Sixedness of purpose to do il, which their
position, their ability, and the future of
their State demand. Anditis painful to be
forced toadd, also, that theyare doing
very liltle for the cause of Christ else-
"where. The plea of ‘home destitution is
urged in abatement of the claims of For-
cign Missions. If they were vigorously
and with self-denying liberality, laboring
to supply their home wants, we could ad-
mit the plea, if it were made—Jut then it
would not be mede: but as it is, nothing
but want of reflection can prevent their
peiceiving that it has its origin in some
other feeling than interest in State Mis-
sions,

We met a number of intelligent breth-
ren at Lexington, and spent with them a
. very pleasant, and we trust, not unprofita-
"ble scason, It was our first visit to Mis-
souti, and we should like to chronicle
_some of our impressions regarding the
State, bt must forbear. It is indeed,
**a great and growing State,” and we can
, think of no emblem of socicty there more
apt, than the rushing, tuibid, loiling cur-
_tent of their own Missouri. O, that Chris-
tians in that and other portions of the
West could realize the immense responsi-
Lilities imposed upon them as residents of
i such a country. P.

LETTERS FROM MISSIONARIES,

Liberian Mission—Africa,
Letter from Rev. B. J. Drayton.

Covnty or Care Parvas, Revestre or
* Liserts, March 13th, 1857,

Dear Brother Taylor,~The change of
this Government, on the 3rd ultimo, has
freed me from all the obligations of an ex-
ccutive officer; the dutics of which, dur-
ing the late difficulties with the natives,
was peculiarly arduous and perplesing.—
The citizens regard a change expedient,
and that to become a part of the Republic
of Liberia, a thing very essential to our
common prosperity, protection and gene.
ral success in our attempts to build up a
christian empire. I regard this union with
them by far the best step; and hence [
threw nothing in the way, leaving the peo-
. ple to be their own judges. )

This relief, from official duties, will en-
able me to give every moment to your ser
vice—which is no hard ta:k to one whose
aim is to do good, though it often fails for
1he want of strong faith. | am encouraged
however with the assurance that I love
God, his work and his people. '

The prospect to do a great work here is
still cheering, and I am of the opinion
much belter than ordinary. The founda.
*tion being laid, as I am sure by a firm

hand, the result of the ultimate consum-
mation of the fabric is certain. A revo-
!ution in religions matters is observable,
and by a well directed effort, the whole
scheme will shine forth in glorious bril-
liancy. )
I invitod your attention in my last letter
to the state of the church, as you will
"kindly notice we have not a meeling-
liouse, The'natives in their march of de-
, struction burnt it, together with the Epis-
copal Mission premiscs at Mt Yaughn es-
, timated at $5,000. ]
[ would again venture, at this egrly'd‘ate,
i to beg you on behalf of our suffering Zion,
 a people who have.ever proven devoted to
the cause, and for the prompt and unre-

house entire be built by you. It is quite
expedient that this be doue at once in view
of our influence and success. We cannot
do much without one, and under existing
circumstances, our membership being very
poor and destitute, it will doubtless take
yearstobuild one. The surestand cheaper
Pan would be that you send the entire
house out with the exception of the sills;
all ready to be erected. The timber or
*lumber can be bought cheaper with you
rthan they can be procured here, I have
! thought that its erection, or a greater por-
tion of it, could be done without charge.
i The former house was 40 feet long, 22
feet wide and 10 feet in the corner post.
l I'would like to have the body 13 feet high,
three windowe on a side, in proportion to
the length ; one door in front, with a neat
cupola for a bell. It will be necessary
that you give us a neat house, as ail others

stone and made quitc convenient. Let
' them see that the Baptists in the U. States
have as much interest in their church out
here as they have. The success, in part,
of our churches lays in the start given to
it.  You know how poor the people are
who immigrate here, and how can they

the holy ciuse here—in the name of the
cause which you have so nobly brought
forth from the grave when every one
thoughit it dead—don't suffer it to fall—
give us your hand liberally and say live!
1 will pray and wait anxiously to hear from
yoiw

The schools will all gointo operation the
first of Apiil. I have procured a very in-
telligent young man for the native school.
I hope to exert myself more than I have
done, and trust that you will approve my
efforts, The mission and church in this
place have tone and influence, and im.
provement only is necessary to drive us
ahead in the good work, All of our hymn
books were burnt ; please send ns more.

I will carefully notice your recommen-
dation in reference to the membership giv-
ing something in aid of the cause of God,
it shall be brought before them at regular
periods, and [ hope to have to report to
you some good result, I have always
thought of this work of sacrificing a por-
tion of our goods to the Lord for the spread
of his truth, but the condition of the peo-
ple prevented me from urging it, but not.
withstanding, [ will give it my attention
in future,

I'beg to remark that [ am holding scr-
vice in the Court-reom, and will preach
from house to house as circumslances will
justify.

With these hasty lines, I beg leave to
close by asking your prayers and support.
T'would also state that I have written al-

your nformation andsatisfaction the causes
of the war between us and the natives.
I remain yours very alfectionately,
B. J. Dravrox.

SINOE.
Ltler from Lew. Stepien W, Dritton,
Sixor, Feb. 26th 1857,
Dear and Beloved Bro. Tuylor.

I received yourkind letter of Sept. 24,
1856, not quite in due time, and must
truly say that emotions of joy filled my
heart. I most heartily thank you for the
kind advice you have given me. Truly
it is such, that if I follow it, I shall indeed
be *tan humble, heavenly-minded man.”
God give me grace soto do. The effects
of the war with the natives which recent-
ly took place here, have been most disas-
trous. My poor father-in-law, Rev. Jo-
seph Bing, and his dear wife were both
most brutally massacred, being literally
cut into pieces. Their house and entire
property were completely destroyed. The
tragic death of her parents almost caused
the death of my poor wile.

If you have, dear Sir, any books which
might be made serviceable to me in m
studies, [ shall be under very many obli-
gationy, if you will send them to me.

Brother Day is at present very sick, but
I trust that God will again restore him to
health, 'The result cf the war has been
to make the times very hard, and I have
been no small sufferer,

There are a number of the natives in
and about Kroo Town, whom I occasion-
ally visit, as well as some at Dlue Barr.,
They express a desire to Lear the word of
God'; and I mustsay, as far as I can judge,
that the war has had the effect of destroy-
ing the Lostile fecling which before exist-
ed on the part of the natives towards the
Ameiicans, and wholly preclude the pos-
sibility of having the Gospel preached
effectively. Since the death of Rev. R,
E. Murray, I have partly filled his place,
until Judge Day shall give farther instruc.
tions.

Letler from Rev. Jacob Vondrunn.
The following is from a nativo preacher of
good talents belonging to the Bassa tribe, and
who is about to be engaged a3 our missionary.

Poxpruny ViLLE, Bexley,}
Rev. J. B. Tuylor,

13t March, 1857, -
My pEAR BroTHER 1% mexsr—_—l have
the honor of addressing you, hoping you
are well. We were glad to learn from
you, through brother Cheeseman, who in-
formed us that you were desirous to ather
some information about this missior Atation

! mitted prosecution of your work, that a

and ourselves. It affords me pleasure,

here are built by the several missions of

build churches! I now ask in the name of

ways to you and cannot see how that you
miss getting my letters. I send you for

S

i1deed, to inform you that we are all here;
that is to say, the members of the litile
African church, 18 in number, which, is
siluated on my own soil, in the heart of
the country of the Bassas, it being more
or less a stopping place. Twenty of aue
scholars received support, besides several
others from surrounding towns; most of
them reading tho llible, The school is
divided into clusses, the two higher class-
cs learning to cipher and write, besides
the other useful instructions, Drother
William D. Crocker and Thos. G, Clarke
taught the school for years, likely they
shall write toyou by this opportunity ; you
are aware that these two brothers, as well
as myself, are natwves of the soil, and of
course capable to speak and write the lan-
guage. | preach regularly in the Bassa
language. The two brothers above men-
tioned have taught some of the scholars
to read in Bassa a3 well as in English, 1
would further beg leave to remark that I
have been engaged by the Northern Board
for 14 years in succession, and flatter my-
self to have deserved their satisfaction.
The church and school building are now
however rather in a bad state and need
repairs—the latter not being sufficiently
larze to contain the scholars, the number
of whom cquld be doubled if all the ap-
plications for coming to school were grant-

be necessary,

Lastly I would state, .that this church
could not be connectéd with any other in
the place, on account of it aiming more
directly to instruct and christianise the
aboriginese in their own tongue and man.
ners, so that a connection with any other
church here would compel us to English
preaching and teaching, and we then will
be disable to work to the same advantage
among them as before,

Hoping you will excuse the liberty thus
taken, and” honor us with an early Teply,
1 remain,

Very truly yours in Christ,
Jacon Vossruvy,

EDINA.
Letter from Rev, J, H. Cheeseman,

Enpixa, March 31, 1857,
Rev, Jaxes B. Tavror,

Richmond, Va, -

Dear Brother—I had contemplated writ-
ing to you by the Mary Caroline Stevens,
but was disappointed, in consequence
of her not stoppiug at this place. I how-
ever seize the first opportunity to answer
your favor received by her, “under date
of November 28, 1856.

Lam aware that it would be gratifying
to you, at all times, to hear of the con.
version of sinners, and it would be truly
pleasing fo me, to make such communi-
cations, but at present I am denied that
privilege; however, I feel pleased when
[ can say, that the Yrcaching of the gos-
pel is not apparently without its effect.
There are some perscns deeply convicted
of sin, and who, on last Lord’s day, wept
bitterly, under the preaching of the word,
and afterwards solicited the prayers of
the church.

There is evidently a marked imprave.
ment among the natives.  Polyzamy, as
well as their abominable superstitions, are
being abolished, which will better prepare
them for the reception of the word of
God, after which many inquiries are being
made,—even by those far in the interior,
[ have recently received letters from three
native chiefs in the interior, requesting me
to send themn,—¢ God-man,"~a teacher ;
but T have no means of supplying them,
[ promised them in my reply, to lay the
matter beforg the good people of Amer.
ica, and request them to aid me in sup.
plying them with teachers. I now, there-
fore, lay the subject before you, hoping
that it will receive a favorable considera.
tion. An ap(lvropriation of five hundred
dollars, would enable me to supply two

Y | teachers, at least, for the present. The

schools are doing well. [ need mew
books, slates, pencils, copy-bouks, ink,
pens, &c. A few copies of philosophy
and astronomy for beginners are much
wanted.

Pursuant to your request, I now pro-
ceed to answer your queries respecting
the station of the Northern Board.

This station is an important one, and
ought to be susfained,~being confined in
its operations wholly to the natives. Bro.
J. Vonbrunn, whom I had the honor to
baptize, and subsequently to assist in or-
daining as pastor of the African Church,
is a native of this country; a man of
sterling worth, and possesses great influ-
ence among his people. This brother
would be a valuable acquisition to our
mission. The church (African) is.com-’
osed, with the esception of one person,
wholly of natives, and numbers sixteen.
The schaol consists of about twenty na-
tive youths ;—the most of whom are capa-
ble of reading the Bible. The teachers,
Thomas G. Clark and William D. Croa-
ker, are excellent young men, and appa-~
rently much interested for the salvation
of lheir brethren, The station is on the
east side of the St. John’s River, and af-
fords an easy access to a number of na-
tive villages. This station might be sis- ..
tained with an_appropriation of $
(one thousand dollars.) There' might be
an amalgamation of the itwo churches
without difficulty, were they not,on oppos
site sides of the river; however, thal will ,
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be eflected iF possible, The Sabbath
sclicol and preaching on the Sabbath reg:
v'arly kept up.

Bexley Station~The church in this
place numbers twenty-seven members.
Brother R. F. Hill, teacher, also preaches
to them, and has been recently recom-
mended for ordination. DBrother Hill
ought to be sustained.

I presume you have the report of
schools, as furnished last quaster. { have
mentioned to you several times, and now
only hint it, that my school needs help.
I have expended neatly all my means to
sustain young men who are now renders
ing valuable services to the mission as
teachers, and to the churches as preach.
ers: and have still others with me, who
will soon be prepared to engage as teach-
ers. DMy native scholars read and write.
One is a promising young man, and will
be very useful, no doubt, to the mission.
I have taught over sixty to read, and
fif € 'n to write a little ; and, although they
leave after being able to read, write, and
cypher a little, still they take the Bible and
other books with them; and Ilearn that
two young men ct River Cestr s, (sixty
miles from here,) are leading civilized
lives, &c.

I will (nothing preventing) write again
soon. Pray for us.

BUCHANAN.
Ecdtract of a Letter fiom Rev, . P, Davis,
In reply to questions proposed by the
Secretary, among other things, brother Da-
vis observes:

You ask, ** what is the condition of the
people, &c., &c.””  The condition of the
native African as a general thing, is dis-
tressingly low. They are as a general
thing industiious, and provident in regard
to their temporal wants. In these they
arein the lead of many who profess to be
under the influence of civilized life.

When, for instance, it is the time to
clear and plant their farms, they cannot be
induced to neglect them for money nor
price, though exceedingly fond of money
goods.) They are not slack in efforts as
it relates to their future state, but their ef-
forts are wrongly directed. They are per-
fect slaves to superstition and idolatry, and
therefore labor hard and steal, {o obtain
money,to apply lo senseless purposes.—
They seldom steal from cach other, but
when and wherever they can from the
white man. By this name all foreigners
are meant. It is understood and taught
among them as a law, when they or their
*children enter the employ of the white
man, they must invariably steal from him,
or they are not considered smart,  Their
views of a fulure siate, embrace two
distinct places, and one is for the rich
and honorable, and the other the pocr and
contemplibles  The reward of the former
15 the enjoyment of a world inconceivably
rich and productive; the region pure; no
sickness, hot sun, nor cold weather, a state
in which they will associate with greater
men and better society arising from the fact
that they were rich and honorable here,
and that slaves are to serve them there;
that they are to be known and respected
as distinguished war men, &e. But, the
low and contemptible, whom they consider
s0 from their being poor, are bound to an
opposile stale, barren soil, scorching sand,
and to wander in a desolate wilderness,
Another idea in connection with this is,
they believe that if they die rich, in their
way of estimating riches, they will have
no difficulty in returning to this world
through some respectable person, as they
are true believersin transmigration ; while
the poor from their dejected state are com-
pelled to wander without dwellings or pla.
ces of rest; and if they return to this
waild at all, it is through a monkey or
some other wild animal, &,

I have not time nor room to follow this |
further now. 1 do not think there can be
a more superstitious people in the world,
Indeed, it is a pat of their law. A per-|
son in their view of the subject never be-
comes sick unless some person causes it
If a king dies with old age, some of his!
family are put to death for making witches, !
If a woman dies in child-birth, some per-
son or persons are put to death, and some-
times whole familics for having, according
to theirsuperstition, made witches. 1{the
seasons are unusually rajny, so as to pre-
vent cutting and burning their farms at the
usual time, their doctor is called and in-
quired of, as to the cause of so much rain,
and he invariably aftributes it to some per-
san having made witclies, Then he must
point him or them out; when pointed out,
they are tried by Sassey-wood, commen-
ced in various ways, sometimes by apply-
ing red hot iron, other times by compelling
them to put their naked hands in boiling
hot oil, saying at the same time if you are
innocent it will not burn you; without
seeming to think that certain causes will
produce certain effects, If an unusual
quantity of rice birds gather at the rice
farms, some one has turned to rice binls,

for it, charged with having tprned to rice
birds, and destroyed the rice of cthers,
and then return to persons again. They
“believe that persons turn to Leopards and
déstroy cattle and then become men or
‘women again ; many hundreds ate put to
‘death, as that belief is current among the
unenlightened African, ]

* Some persons this very month, three in
‘numbes according to my information, were

tried and convicted for Laving tied the
sur, by which an over quactity of dry
weather is occasioned,

Imight Il many sheets with facts of
this kind, but 1 had long ago said all that
could be said on such subjects. As ob-
jects of worship, nothing is too low for the
unenlightened African. The bones of va-
rious kinds of animals, the horns of others ;
trees of different sorts, rocks and rivers,
Departed ancestors me prayed to and con-
sulted, food carried to their graves to sup-
ply their wants, though they have been
ong dead. Bul [ must leave these sub-
jects for the present,

We have had no additions tothe church
since [ last wrole. My principle services
have been as nearly equal as possible—
the church residents at Fishtown and up-
per Buchanan. The schools at each point |
are well taught, and some native gitls and
boys are in each. The children “are not
supplied with books mostly suited to their
capacity. We have a sufficient quantity
of Bibles and Testaments, and almost the
greatest quantity of every other but good,
spelling books, My mind is most im.'

pressed with a desire 10 go to the interior =

to labor. I believe I could' do more good |
there. Mr. Seymour and some half dozen
more have gone about 6 or 7 days travel
from the beach, and located among the
natives, and are teaching them the use of
tools, and teaching them the English lan.
guage as they use it, and preaching to
them at the same time; and are making
rapid proficiency among the Pessey Tribe,
a people cast out and made slaves of by
the Bassa people. But it appears that a
capacity for learning and improvément de.
velopes itsell in Pessey people, unknown
among the Bassa people, and I believe |
ought to go wherever I can do the most |
gowd; and if I had the means at my com-
mand, I would go to the relief of these
poor, neglected people,

Bro. Henry M. Wesl, a member of my
chiurch, made a tour tothe place and came
back with his mind made up to go among '
that people. Mr. Geo. L. Seymour is al
member of our Lyceum, called the Young!
Men's Literary Association of Buchanan,
and has applied to the Society for pecuni-
ary aid to assist them in carrying out ob.
jects of instructing the heathen in the way
mentioned.  If the weather holds good
sufficiently long, T will take a tour myself,
though travelling experiences are great
according to Bro. West's account. This
place i3 o unfrequented that on the route
to it, one is obliged to sleep out in open
African forest three nights before inhabi.
tints are reached from either end of the!
journey T understand the N. J. Col, So- |
ciety intends commencing interior settle- |
ments next year, and I hope the Board:
will keep the subject of an establishment
before its mind, as it is the policy of de-
nominations to keep pace with the age.
1 wiite in much haste now, « Capt. Lay-
rey told me he would sail to-day. T will
give you more information on this subject
in future communications, if life is spared.

I am, as ever, yours in Christ,
A, P Daves.

MONROVIA.
Letter from Rev. John Day. |
Mu~roviy, April Sth, 1857, |
Rev. James B, Taylor :

Very Dear Sir.—Idrop these lines un-
der some little discouragement in refer-
ence o our school. My low state of
health, and the little apparent interest!
felt in the school by our people, induced |
some to think that in the event of my
death, the school would be abandoned.
Bro. Wilson and John Stansbury have
quit school. [ am, however, cheered by?
the entering of three very encouraging
young men, whose aplness to learn, and

willingness to labour on the farm pleases |
me much. |

Some of our knowing ones say 1he|
buildings are too expensive, the Board‘
will never pay it. ~A northern gentleman |
said to me the other day, he heard that
from a gentleman who ought to kuow, and |
advised me not to invole mysell. Youf
see, sir, said I, the houses are under their
rools; the Board has paid $'2,390_, ‘55001
more will polish off. I shall finish the
buildings and trust to the Board, The
Southern peaple are a little impulsive, it
is true, but a more generous people you
never saw, They do not stop to calculate |
the dimensions of their ability to give;,
but touch the heait, and the purse string:l|
fly. ‘These buildings do not cost what the
piazzas and fence of the Methodist Sem. |
inary did. T am told to be economical, !
but ‘still they wish the buildings to bear{
some impress of the character of its pat.
rons,

I should be very glad of an appropria.
tion for Cape Mount. The rapid increase |
of population; the existence and increase '
of the church; the number of almost hea-
then children, and other advantages pre-
senting themselves to the mission, call
loudly for a mis=ionary there. 1 had sent,
Ceasar Frazure to Sand Fishes town, w.few'
miles from Cape Mount. We hear agood |
d-al of natives wanting the God-man aud
book-man. But these Veys have devised:
a method of writng. And besides, in,
Mr. Cary's time, he had a school there,
and quite a number were baptized.

1 am now packing up to go to Sierra
Leone. They say 1 am much needed
thered, There are. some good and some
evil in the Freetown Church; some have

been added and some have left for other
Churches. I am going to try to settle
matters, see the prospects of the mission,
fix things as I wish them, and leave such
instructions as may seem fitest for their
condition, T go without any plan or pre.
judice; open to conviction'and holy gui.
dance,

1 have tried to get the paper of Mr.
Page until I tire. From every quarter |
hear interesting accounts of the Mission.
All are filled with zeal, and, I hope, with
the true Missionary spirit. But if that
was s0, would not the fruit be seen clus-
tering on every bough; and less dribled
on paper,

Now my dear Bro. Taylor, T know not
what a short time may bring foith, T nay
never see Day’s Hope again; the only
hope for Baptists here. ~ For Heaven’s

sake sustain this school! The Baptists:-

here are poor and ignorant, and know not
how to appreciate their present prospects.
But raise up men, and they will 1ise.
Farewell! The Lord be with you anil |
bless you.

COMMUNICATIONS,

A Trip to Chesterfield Co. Va.

There is a IForking Sociely in Chester-
field—a Female Working Society for For-
eign Missions.  And be it observed, this
1s a sute-enough working society, It not
only talks, and resolves, and plans, but it
works—and so effectually, that it has sent
its hundred dollars, anuualy, for the sup-
port of the missionaries, for a number of
years, and this amid much discourage-
ments and with very few to aid. Now, I
like to work for those that like to work:
themselves; and hence, when 1 was hon-
ored some weeks ago with the invitation
of this society to preach their annual Ser-1
mon at Bethiehem church, I did not de- |
bate the question at all, but just went to
do as T was bid.

The day appointed for going was bright
and pleasant; and the cars soon carried
me to the ¢pot where my kind host, Mr.
Jo R. McT. was awaiting me.  As it
was Saturday, and we were just among !
the coal mines, T was glad to avail myself
of my friend’s kindness in showing me the
lions of that sooty region. A faw houry’
examination of the outside arrangements,
the part of the works above ground, an-'
swered all my purposes. without a descent |
into those depths where so many have

erished. In the dark chambers of one |
of the pits, some 700 fect deep, the bodies !
of eight or ten workmen are even now
floating about, who were caught in ity
caverns by a flood of waters l»ursting]
through, that had accumulated in the aban-
doned workings nearby. At another point, !
I saw the fragments ol old machinery and ;
buildings. which remained from an explo-
siun, in which about sixty lost their lives, !
and almost every locality had its own 1ale
of disaster and death. i

An experienced miner and manager,
with whom I had some conversation, suid |
to me—'*I have been now more than forty |
years engaged, as man or boy, in the
mines. [ have been down a great num-
ber of pits, in England and in"this coun-
try, and I have never known fear nor
scruple in going where duty called me,!
though I have seen innumerable accidents, |
and know the dangers well. But I say to,
you, il duty did not call, I never would
go down another pit.”

I examined the slender but immensely
strong ropes of 36 strands of iron wire
twisted round a hempen cord, by which
communicalion is kept up between the
surface and the bottom of the pits; the
arrangements for signals, for ventilation,
for removing and sorting the coal ; the ac-
commodations for those who might be ta-
ken sick, &c. And I could not help think-
ing of the analogy between the position of
those workman down below, and our mis-
sionaries, who have gone into the regions
of" unbroken shadow, not to mine for gold,
nor coal, but to recover buried treasures
of far higher value—souls buiied in dark-
ness and in sin. We are on the higher
ground ; we gavern the machinery at the |
top. A little negiect, a little thoughtless- !
nexs, or delay cven on our part, may in-
volve the most serious distress to those
who are toiling in the mine. Let us never
forget them., [t occurred to me also, that
when an accident happens at the mines,
and lives are lost, men always say—"Ah,
we must be more careful,”’ but never
dream of giving up mining for coal. But
when a missionary dies at his post, a hue
and cry is made against the whole cause
of missions, as if it was a sort of system
of suicide, and christians become discour-
aged, and ready to give up.  We can't do
without coal : but the heathen may be left
to do without the gospel,

But I must not dwell on this, The So-
ciety’s Anniversary was duly celebrated
on Sabbath, In the morning I had the
privilege of attending and addressing the
Sunday School, which is kept up at Beth.
lehem Church. Although Bro. Bland, their
own csteemed pastor, preachey near by,
on the alternate Sundays, a number of the
members deny themsclves the privilege of
going from church to church on those
days when there is no preaching at their
own house of worship, in order that they
may keep up their school, () that there
were “*a Sunday School in cvery Baptist
Church."

i

l brother, Rev. A. A, Baldwin, who was:

«he was conversant. They say the reason

A\
Some interesting facts were communi: MISCELLANY
cated with regard 1o the Society, It had —— —
its origin in 1838, with a few warm heart- CHRIST INTERCEDING FOR myqg qrov
ed ladies, They gave their dollar apiece | * Futher! I bring a worthlegs el 'lm“ 0!
as 2 nucleus, and set out to make and sell} To claim thy pardun, onge, y.,: J:,‘.“““lu :
various articles, thus * laboring with their | Receive hin at my hands, p g o 54

hands that they might have to give to him
that needeth.” The fiest year 43 mem-
bers were enrolled. During the almost
twenty years which have elapsed, more
than i:all' of these have died; and their
daughters and nieces are now required to
fill their places. It was touching to read
over the list of the original members, and|
hear the sad echo, “dead,”’ which followed
so many of the names, It was felt by all
a3 a powerful warning to do with our
might whatever our hands find to do,—
belore tne coming night closes our labors !
and our lives together,

Year after year, this society has contin-
ued its humble, useful exertions. The
zeal, which prompted its organization, has
sometimes flazged, but never died out;
and now, [ trust it may ‘renew its,
strengdh,”" and rejoice again as in the dex
of its youth,

In the afternoon a very inleresting ser-
vice was held at the Midlothian African |
Baptist Church. The colored people, most !
of them connected with the mines, have
erected a neat and spacious house of wort
ship, which is thronged with a congrega-
tion, as well behaved, and well attired, |
and attentive, as one need wish to see. A’
rart of the rear of th2 house is appropri-'
ated ta the whites, a considerable nwnber
of whom attend, but the chief place is
occupied by the colored people themselves, :
They support their own preacher, a white !

'

elsewhere engaged on that Sunday, so that |

I did not have the pleasure of seeing him. !
During preaching, and the singing which
preceded and followed, there was an evi-!
dent interest and ardor, which contrasted
most pleasingly with the listlessness of
some congregations more highly favored.
I'was informed that they would be offen-
ded, as I had come to plead for missions
in the morning, il after preaching to them, '
the subject of missions was not laid before
them ; that they expected it, and thought
they had as good a right to the privilege
of helping to send the gospel to the hea-
then as their white brethren. [ made a
briel exposition of facts, without any
appeal for funds, and a collection of $5 19
was placed in my hands, with the apologi-
zing remark, that they wished they had
known about it beforehand, so that they
might have come prepared, 1 shall long
remember the warm and affectionate grasp
which Bro. Ben York, and Bro. Squire, |
and others whose names I donot recollect,
gave me, as we parted aller singing the,
chorus, “One more river to cross.” |
As I'parted with the new acquaintances
T had made, and with the old friends,
whom I had previously known, T felt that,
I should treasure up, among the pleasant
scenes of my life, the recollection of my
trip to Chesterfield. ’

B. M, Jr,

i
|

Chinese Ideas about Demons, the'
same as the Jews entertained in:
the days of the Apostles, i

In the new Testament, both men am”
women are mentioned as being possessed
with devils; and Christ and the Apostles
recognized these demons as such, by con- !
versing with them and commanding them |
to come out. That these were wicked or:
unclean spirits, the Scriplures clearly,
state, but gratily our curiosity no further, |
The Saviour and his Aposties spoke of
these demons just as if their auditors un-
derstood all about them. Yet we are not!
to infer from this, that they sanctioned |
any erroneous or superstitious nolions
which the Jews might entertain concern-
ing demons.

Though the Scriptures give us no ac-
count of their origin, yet Josephus lets us
know what was the belief of the Jews on |
this point. * Wars of the Jews,” book,
Tth, chap. Gth, he says, *‘they are no,
other than the spirits
enter into men that are alive and killl
them, unless they can obtain some help
against them.” |

Whether this notion of the Jews bc1
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ed who is under twenty” years of g, §
still young, the boys who are destinl i
empluyment are permitted to neeompany:
parents ay decoys, watchmen, arave dip
&, The ceremony of investiture wiy.
handkerchief is performed in the preseat
all the zang to which the candidate Lo
and i3 esteemed by the youthful murdey
greatest honor hie could receive,

His earlinst vietims are selocted anon
weak aml timid, and from these he oo
!l‘l(hl!' :)f amore bold and courageous b
The Thugs rarely murder iy their o x
borhood, where they gencrally pass forh
less peaple: on the vontrary, they generd:
toa distance from home, ;nukin-'aup ol
from the Thugs of several different vl
and appuinting some remoto rendezviu g
they meet and consult upon their plansif
oxations,  Sometimes they assume thogr
pilgrims, with whom the rowds in InJia
and join themselves to  trea<ure et
ding earavan, avowedly fur protection oz
t{w Thugs of whom they profess gret ¢
For wreater safety, so they representi, i
permission to encamp near the purty byw
and when all has heeome syuiet, they min;
strangle the guard and get possewsion of
buntg, While the work “of death iy puing
others of the party digz the grave, oversi
after the earth is'again levellod, a firen
dledd, that no traces of the work of deth
be visible,

If they hear of no treasure escort, some

they divide into small hands, and go fr'f
x meet again at o given point, where the ]

an account of their success to theirlu
Some put on the zuise of religious bezgry

sit in solitary places by the \\'n_vsinfeulu

When a wealthy Hindd on pilerimaze <§
to lay up merit'by Lestowing alins, they 1§

age 1o strangle the unsuspecting victn,
then rob him of his valubles and bun

Ono can scarcel ]y ever Lie sure that hei §

from these miserablo murderers: and oo
ly do they carry on their infuncus work
such « police as exists among the heathen
rarely detect and bring them to punishn
And‘men made in the jmage of God arefe
rexly to devote their lives to purposes s’
nnd cruel,  Surely, “tho dark phues d
carth are full of the habitations of crusly

CORRESPONDENCE OF TIE DO

. . . !
Communications relating to the genérs

of the wicked, that siness of the Forelen Mission Loard by

addrossed, post mi:?. to
Javes B, Tavion, or
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correct or not—it is the same entertained ; lating to the finnncial department, uiny be 48

by the Chinese of the present day. Such drosed to

is their fear of the spirits of the wicked,’
when a criminal is beheaded, the assem-
bled spectators raise a united deafening
clamor, in order to drive, or rather scare!

off his ghost. They say as soon as hej g,

dies, his spitit leaves him and wishes to
o into somebody else and make them as!
vile as the former. 1t is a common thing |
for a Chinaman to spesk of demons and
of persons being possessed with a devil.!
They sometimes employ the Tanish priests |
to cast them out; but whether they suc.
ceed is another thing, A few doysago It
was telling my teacher what Josephus
said on this subject—when clapping his,
hands in applause, he replied * exactly,
sol” And then in an animated style,
went on to tell me of a case with whichl

why we foreigners cannot see ghosts is

Arcitmad Tuovas, Treanrt,
fehmond,
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becanse we do not believe in them—that | lating to the financial department m3f

they will not manifest themselves to up. | drewed to

believers.
A, B, Capaniss,

Shanghai, Feb, 14th, 1857,
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