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THE HOME  AND FOREIGN JOURNAL.

A nroraEeR sending ten dollars, says: “.\Vc.scc fhc
yast necessity for an encrgetic effort in this dircetion
is time.”
g %iiatt a pity many others couldn’t sce it! The
great necessity is ¢ffort on the part of God’s people.
Shall we not make it? Will not God smile upon us
when we seck to glorify him?

Five Dornnans ror INTEREST.—A hrothe
South Carolina writes:

“Enclosed find ten dollars, my subsecription to your
Board in 1866; also five dollars additional for interest
on the above, as T think the Lord should have higher
interest than any one clse.”

"There arc a few more principals and interests due.

r in

Prospects Brightening---J. E. Hutson.
PEeTERSRURG, Dec. S1sf, 1867.

LRev. M. T. SUMNER:

Dear Brother—Our prospects are brightening. The
church is all alive. At present a number of the
brethren meet in the chureh night after night and
work till midnight, tearing down and fitting up,
painting and repairing the seats and.walle.  They
propose in this way to give the edifice a thorough
overhauling, and, “having a mind fo work,” no doubt

product of which must here find a market, or an en-
trepot for other markets. No part of our State is
‘better adapted to “trucking,” than the Back river
‘section of our county. “There is a daily steamer ply-
ing between this town and Norfolk, and also daily
lines between Fortress Monroe, two miles distant, and
' Baltimore and more northern cities. As soon as the
jpolitical status of the country is settled, things will

‘rounding country improve, and better times, tempo-
| rally and spiritually, will dawn upon our people.

i TIn the mean time, let me bespeak of my brethren
and friends a share of the sympathy and "assistance
we now greatly nced. Tt will be as “seed-corn,”
hereafter to yield fruit to the generous sower.

Gro. . Apaxs.
Hamyton, Jlay, 1868.

A Missionary of the Board, in Alabuma, speaking
|of the field says: “The churches in all this country
(are in a dying condition, and unless there is an im-
provement the Baptist name will perish in many
ncighborhoods, and that before very long. T feel¥ad
to write or think about it.” .

We want to send = man to _this-part of the State,
but have not the means to sustain him. What can
the Board do? -

.

they will carry out their noble designs. 'We have
reason to thank God for our increased mombership,!
growing congregations, and the marked success of our !
Sabbath-school. Our beloved brother, Thomas II.
Pritéhard, having resigned the pastorate of the First
chuich, and accepted the care of his old church in
Raleigh, leaves o gap in the Buptist interests here,
whieh I fear it will be difticult to fill. I thank and
bless Almighty God, the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that since it hath pleased him to count
me worthy, putting me forward in the ministry, He
cast my Jot among the zealous, sclf-denying Chris-
tians whose servant in the gospel T am. My health
has improved, and I hope now to be able to extend
my labors in some directions which my former weak-
ness forbid me to take the enterprise of.
ITaving no blanks, I scnd report as seen.
Your brother in Christ Jesus,
J. L. Ilvrsox.
Brother J. C. Schoolfield, a deacon in the ehureh,
writes—Brother H. is doing a great work, and our
church is exerting a meost excellent influence in the
ciunmunity. We had thirty-two baptisms= the past
quarter. May the Lord bless you in your good
work.” )

v

Hampton, Virginia.

Dear DBro. Sumner—You ask me to give you a
brief account of my field of labor as a missionary of
your Board. Well, spread out before you the map of
Virginia. You see, toward the northeast, two noble
rivers, the “York” and the “Jame<.” Detween these
lies o peninsula, about forty miles wido at it< base on
the Chesapeake, and narrowing toward the north-west
to about eight or nine miles. Near the south-east
corner of this neck is Hampfon. Tradition says, it
was an Indian village when Capt. Smith first visited
the waters of the Chesapeake, and was known by the
cuphonious name of “IXegoughtin.” Before the late
civil war, it wasone of the neatest littletowns in Eastern
Virginia. The people were generally refined, intelli-
went, and remarkable for their generous hospitality.
The town then contained about two thousand inhabi-
tants.
in summer were well patronized by visitors resorting
there for health and comfort, which the cities and
parts of the country did not afford. Tour churches
turnished accommodations for citizens and visitors.
These were occupied by Episcopalianz, Episcopdl and
Protestant Methodists, and Baptists. "The first-named
is said to be the second or third place of worship
erected in this State.  The Baptists had built succes-
sively three church edifices, each improving in size
and appearance on its predecessor. That last built,
would have done honor to many of our larger cities.
The church numbered about onc hundred and seventy
white members, and between seven and cight hundred
colored. They-had built a beautiful parsonage on a
lot bequeathed for that purposc by an aged sister.
They not only supported their pastor, but contributed
Iargely to all the enterprizes of the denomination.
Such was the condition of the place just before the
Iate disastrous war.

At the very commencement of the struggle, the
town was evacuated by a large portion of the popula-
tion. In the summer of 1861, it was almost entirely
destroyed by fire, by order of Gen. Magruder, of the
Confederate army. The few houses that escaped the
flames were cfterwards, with a solitary exception,
pulled down by the Federal soldiers. So the whole
town was destroyed.

" As soon as practicable, both the old citizens, and
strangers, brought there by the events of the war,
began to rebuild. The spirit of improvement in this
respect is still in progress.  About a dozen good sub-
substantial houses were built during the past year,
and several more are mow in progress of erection.
Among other improvements, we are trying to build,
for the fourth time, a place of worship. ~ With our
number reduced by deaths and removals to less than
forty, and our means almost totally gone, we are ut-
-terly unable to do this. Our friends abroad, how-
ever, especially in Baltimore, have come to our help,
so-that we hove in progress a neat frame house, 36x60
feet. There is at prescut no church cdifice in town,
except a mere shanty, originally built for the kitchen
of a hospital. Tt belongs to our Methodist friends,
and through their kindness is occupied by us, alter-
.nately with themsclves. In good weather we have a
good congregation.  Our Sunday-school, on the union
plan, is encouraging. "When our new meeting-house
shall have Deen completed, T trust the church will
again flourish, and ultimately become, not only sclf-
sustaining, but again be auxiliary to the advancement
_of the kingdom of Christ in other places. But for
~some time the church will need assistance from
" abroad.

Hampton is destined, in my judgment, to be a
place of some importance™in a commercial point of
view. Tt is'surrounded by a fine bhack country, the

There were two very respectable hotels, which

——— ==

Suuilany Sehool Bonrd.

MIEDIPIXIS, TITININ.

We cxtract fromthe report of the Sunday School Roard bith-
crto located in Greensille, S. C., such portions as will be likely

blessed worls.

Since our last Report, three of outr number have died, Rev? R,
B. C. Howell, . D., onc of the Vice Presidents, at Nushville,
Tenn.. April 5th, 1868; Rev. Peter C. Edwards, at ‘Greenvile, S.
C., May 15th, 1867: and Coi. Charles J. Elford. at Greenville. S.
C.. May 25th, 1867%.

Bro. Elford was born in Charlestou, S. C., May 11th, 1820, and
was baptized at theage of twenty years. -lHebecameceminent in
his profession as alawyer. yet, nmid all the numerous and press-
ing engagemecnts of his calling, he was untiring in his labots for
Clirist.  For nearly a quarter of a century he was Superin-
tendent of the same Sunday-school; and his ability, energy and
signal success gave him a wide and deserved reputation. e
was the first Corresponding Secretary of our Board, acting
gratuitously for several months, and to him we owe much of the
good accomplished in our work. Ilis loss is severely felt in the
community, the church and the Board. Ile died in faith, with
prayers for blessings on our labors, and the parting messzage to
associates and pupils, “Come to Heaven.”

Prof. Edwards was bern February 8th, 1819, and was baptized
at the age of sixteen. Graduated st the South Carolina College
and Newton Theological Seminary, he afterwards studied under
Dr. Edward Robinson at Union Theological S8eminary. Aftera
brief pastorate he became a Professor in Furman Theological
Seminary, and later, a Professor of Ancient Languages in Fur-
man University. Faithful and able in every positon, blameless
and devoutinlife, he wasalso a Iaborious Sunday-school teacher.
He rests with that Redeemer whom he loved to exalt on carth.

The long and distinguished services of Dr. Howell will doubt-~
less be otherwise noticed by this Convention. They need no re-
hearsal here. .\n industrious and able Iaborer, a brave, con-
scientious and successful defender of the truth, he lived for the
cause of Christ and the Uenumtuauon.

To him many of our enterprises are largely indebted, under
God, for their origin and efficiency. His memory will not soon
fade among us, the results of his living and his labors néver.

To fill vacancies caused by death, Prof. T. E. Hart and G. G.
Wells, Esq.. were elected members of this Board. July 234, 1867.

AMERICAN BICLE SOCIETY.

Our continued thanks are duc to the American Bible Socicty
for the generous and checrful supplies of Bibles and Testaments
furnished on the arrangement reported last year. This Society
has promptly met every request. Many destitute Sunday-schools

comes our pleasing duty to acknowledge this claim on our grati-
tude. sympathy and prayers.
PUBLICATIONS.

Kixp Worps.-—The circulation of this Sunday-school paper
hos steadily increased, and the evidence of its usefulness and
popularity has come from all parts of the South. In the aggre-
gate 379,000 copies have been issued and circulated during the

enr.
;cr for the year in about 08.
Schools, and our losses through the mails—at Icast S300-—be
considered, the paper, cve
fully met the cxpenses of its iszue.

Of the usefulness, and even necessity, of such a publication, we

: S228.

\
increased cfforts to extend its circulation and influence. Not-
withstanding the increased cost of material, &c., the Board bLas
been able, by special arrangements, to reduce the avernge ex-
pense of publication.
Of other publications, there have been issued since our last
report:
5,000 Child’s Question Look on the Four (Gospels, by Rev. B. Man-
Iy, Jr.
5,002) Infant Class Question Books, by Rev. L. II. Shuck.

2,600 ZLrttle Lessons, Part I., by Rev. B. Manly, Jr.
2,500 Little Lessons Part I1.. it @
| 8,630 Brief Catechism of Dible Doctrine, by Rev. J. P. Boyce.
| 6,000 Childs Bible Index for 1865, by Rev. John A. Broadus.
i 2,000 One Year Class Rook.
1,000 Zwo Years’ Class Book. .
| 2,000 New Sunday-school Primer. 7
i 5,060 Dlanks for Sunday-school Stutistics.
' Besides more than 1,500 Circulars nand Catalogues. Making

1 36,630 copies, or 705,600 pages, and including Kind Worde, 414,-
150 conies, or 2,225,100 pages, besides Catalogues, Circulars, &ec.

The Copyrights of these books belong io their respective authors.
and their use, for the editions heretofore issued, has becn gener-
ously granted to this Board without remuneration.

to 2dd to our list, as we desired and hoped, other useful publi-
cations. After satisfactory arrangemenis had been negotiated
with authors and others, we were reluctantly compelled to relin-
quish the purpose, or incur heavy indebtedness. Several valua-
ble manuscripts were, for this cause, necessarily declined, and
after preparations were made, the Hymn Book, Music Book and
other books promised could not be issued.

1,920 Little Lessons, Part 1, 1,373 Little Lessons, Part 11, 3,447
Infant Class Question Book, 3,119 Catechism of Bible Doctrine,
750 Hymn Books, 272 Question Book on the Gospel with Har-
mony, 5,890 Bible Index for 1868, 1,000 Two Years’ Class Book,
852 One Year Class Book, 1,749 S. S. Primer, 1,198 Testaments,
598 Bibles, have been furnished to our Sunday-schools, 290,9:2
pages of our own publications, not including Kind Words, gra-
tuitously.

There remain on hiand, of our own publications, 1,127 Little
Lessons, part I; 580 Little Lcssons, part 1I, 531 Catechism of
Bible Doctrine; 4,053 Infant Class Question Book: 228 Question

Jook on the Gospels with Harmony; 974 Child's Question Book
on the Gospels; 1,647 One Year Class Books: 251 New 8. S.
Primer. in boards; 857 S. S, Primers.

X - MISSIONARY WORK.

tev. G. W. Sanderlin labored efficiently,
year, in North Carolina, organizing plans
and stimulating the work.

Rev. R. 8. Thurman, in Kentueky, resigned eatly in the year,
and we have heen unable to secure a successor. T

Cev. Wm. Cooper, though actively engaged in Georgia for a
| portion of the year, was, on account of the scarcity of moner.
i compelled to relinquish the field. )
| Rev. Wm. A. Kingsbury has been recently under appointment

in North Carolina. ’

From our straitened means, and.very greatiy to our regret, we
have been obliged to attempt Very little ‘of ,missionary labor.
We {egard this a3 among the moet important agencies in onr
work.

during part of the
and: Suaday-schools,

change, I trust, for the better, and the town and sur-.

to interest our readers. and inspire with new resolution in their ’

have been supplied with copies of the Word of God, and it be-|

n.at the low rates of subscription, has .

are more than ever convinced, and would urge our brethren to .

Disappointed in securing funds, we have been wholly unable

o BTATISTICS.

Lforts werce constantly made to obtain statistics of
| day-gchools, but only a very small part of those receivin,

wide. Appeals were generously published by most of our de-
nominational newspapers.
{ of our pastors, supcrintcndents and brethren.
ting to over $2,000 are unpaid. u
! been met, we could now, as last year, report no indebtedness.
Wi
this 2
tion of our work, and which we were allowed to contract mainly
through the generous confidence and intelligence of Mr. James
B. Rogers, with whom all our transactions have been most kind,
and, on his part, most satisfactory.

. FUTURE OPLRATIONS.

Agaiust the prosecution of this work by this Convention it has
been urged:

1. That the Sunday-school cnterprise is comparatively too
unimportant to engage the time and cnergies of the Counvention.

2. That the financial condition of our people affords no
promise of adequatc mcans for the successful prosecution of the
work.

3. That all nceded supplies may be obtained from external
sources.

4. That becausc of the cheapness of the work, no gencral col-
lection of funds is necessary. A

5. That there is a manifest preference for separate State or-
ganizations. :

6. That the other Boards of this Convention are sufficient iv-
strumente for all its purposes.

7. That it is desirable to relinquish our efforts in favor of somne
wealthy and well-established society.

It is sufficient here to indicate some considerations on the
other side:

1. That it is now too latc to re-open the questions of the use-
fulness or importance of the Sunday-schdol work; that no labor,
adapted to promote the cause of Christ and the interest of souls,
.13 too unimportant for the attention and toil of any combination
: of Christians, and especially when that work is at least as di-
; rectly and abundantly productive as any other enterprise.

2, That our financial depression is equally decisive agaiust

'
s

i every other enterprise; that such depression cannot impair our |

Christian obligation to do what we are able; that whilst, under
the circumstances, we may not expect an extraordinary work,
yet, with a proper disposition, a successful work is practicable;
! that if now abandoned, this work cannot be easily resumed by
i us in the future.
3. That if supplies may be obtained from external sources, yet
i these arc not so certain to be as generally approved, as well
adapted to our use, nor so likely to be received with the same
{ confidence as our own; that this would give to others the con-
i trol of a work which belongs to ourselves; that it removes a
! stimulus to production by our own competent authors: that it is
{ & condition of nunnecessary and humiliating dependence.

4. That whilst no other work is more economical or inexpen-
sive, yet funds are necessary to supply the destitute, to sustain
missionaries and others, and provide needful materials; that to
publish and circulate books requires capital, and that we may
gradually acquire this capital.

5. That there is also a tendency to employ separate State ac-
i tion for other Convention enterprises, and with, at least. equal
,reason and efficiency; that separate State organizazions must
i necessarily leave unsuppliel and uncultivated all the territory

tour denominational energies: that this plan cannot give

sive circulation: that ¢uch organizatious, at best, can publish
but little, if anything, and, when., most active, they must be
mainly agents, without cost, for foreign socicties; that they can
be efliciently prosecuted only at greatly increased aggregate
! expense.

6. That division and definiteness of lubor promotes skill and i morning or evening
| success; that, to commit this work to other Boards of this Con- ' the followinz:

i
1

our Sun-
g blanks
cffort to .

e earnestly urge that prompt provision be made for meeting |
debt, now more than due, a debt necessary to the prosecu- gynday-school Board of the Conv

i

i

The deficit between the receipts and expenses of the pa-: beyond their bounds; shat such arrangement tends to confusion ! . -
1If the dona{)iong to dcsmﬁm of measures and materials, and does not combine and economize YO 28 foon as they enter the room.

cheap books, papers, &c., nor promote their general and exten- | Practices singing several hymns.

H

i

vention would cucumber their present efficicncy; that no other*

existing Board of this Convention can actively prosecute this

work.
‘ 7. That no external society can command the hearty sympathy,
| co-operation or contributions of southern Baptiste; that to thus
i staunch the flow of the liberality of our people would seriously
s react against all our benevolent enterprises, and impair the piety
i of our churches; that any foreign society must act either directly,
. and thus sow discord among us, or through separate Statc or-
, ganizations, and thus at increased expense to ourselves; that
, equal reason exists for so relinquishing every other general en-
" terprise, and thus destroying the Convention itsclf; that such
societies are controlled by those not in sympathy of feeling with
ug, or who are hostile to our convictions; that we cannos be
reaily represented in the management of such societies.

8. That we ought to add, rather than relinquish any stimulus
to labor and liberality, when tuere exist temptations and tenden-
cies to unnecessa*y and disastrous contraction.

9. That there is vital need for ore general organization of our
own for information, communicatior and supply.

10. That this work, if not done by ourselves, will not remain
undone, but will be prosecuted by Romanists and other Pedo-
baptists of various creeds, introducing serious errors and evils
among our people and our posterity.

i _ We earnestly urge tkat this Convention will give the questions
| thus suggested a calm and patient consideration; and, while
deferring to the wishes and wisdom of our brethren, and without
. disposition to screen ourselves from responsibilities under which
; we kave made cvery effort to be faithful, we respectfully request
i that this Board be Jocated in some more advantageous and pro-
{ minent position.
¢ We have done all that we could to forward tke work assigned
rus. This Board has existed only five years. Part of this time,
1a desolating war raged over all our territory, and the remaining
time has witnessed the great poverty and oppression of our peo-
iple The postal facilities were aJmost the only means of com-
| munication in_our Lusiness, and these were greatly diminished,
i while those existing were deranged and irresponsible. In the
; State where we are located there were, even this year, only about
i 141lin all, where, in 1862,_lherc werc 478 offices. During this brief
,and disastrous period—without experience—without one dollar of

permanent capital-—dependent only on uazertain and swall rc-}

—
8¢ and meang of 5
years of its history
k of this Convention
and we believe, by any

i advantages of extended sympathy, patrona
| «Union" organization, had for the first nine
| only six publications, the Sunday-school wor
! thus far, assuredly cannot suffer by this,

responded. We arc persuaded that, with o general om,
“‘I’%"v most interesting, gratifying and encouraging facts woglf: | cog\]'léa;:\s:not, we must not, as southern Baptists, withhold
be developed. The 1esults of thesc attempts only mdnlclate-wv 2% | labor and our means from the Sundsay-school work ou o
might have been developed had all rcpovrtcd. The following is . seized the plough, dare we look back ? “AS on cfﬁcie;xt ianng
the summary of reports: ; ment for winning souls, for promoting the study of the gzg"‘
S ; | tures, and of religious tracts and books; for implanting and Cn‘;'
l <30S B - 2 iy E i tivating, in the young and in the mature, a spirit of entc‘l‘prig;
S °n °g .2 |23 . and active beneficence; for extending and elevating the intelli
s 22! B2 ] &5 12 & !'pgence and piety of our churches; for disseminating and j g
STATES. 2 s =20 = e £ o 22 B T e . " g and impress.
i wel Fa 2= 5= |E = 'ing religious truths; for securing a more thorcugh training ia
o8 =& Ewm z= 12 S | doctrine, and for aiding our pastors, we ought to cherish and
“ = = b ! prosecute Tthis wog{ l%sb‘lmt'me least of our efficient Convention
< ri 5 ;2,62 11,545 | 606 | agents. ract an ible Societies originated jn the nece sities
Y"g'“{,’t"-.---.---"'""°"“ 12; ' f’§4§ If’;?ﬁ alosT 80 wghich the Sunday-school had created or developed, and !: slztxl;.
.Vcst}.‘ c"g‘i]'m" - 09 3 515 ,438 16 , ply its wants. Its laborers have ever been the early and persis.
| Nortl caml!mm 25 247 1,824 1,393 28 | tent supporters of the enterprizes of Christians for the cxtensix;n
| South Carolina. . -3 "t iza 1’090 '931 26 | of the cause of Christ, and when we remember that the very firss
f gf;gﬁ::;"""" 5 24 ‘513 283 | 30 ! Sunday-school Society of the world was criginated and framed
| Mississippioe... 4 61 331 214 | 15| by a Baptist—William Fox, Esq., of Prescott St. Church, London.
Florida eeceeceees % B o 9 32 40 September 7th, 1785—that those pioncer enterprises, now spread.
LOUIBIBNA. v eveesaiesnnennses] 2 ] . .24 150 122 | ing their branches and casting their Icaves over all the civilized
o 1, ‘a7 200 163 world and into heathen nations, the British and Foreign Bible
;-l?sx;?&;i" ORI B -3 112 1,258 { 1.c70 26 | Society and the Sunday-school Unien of London, both grew out
Kcmuck;:::"m 2 , 18 63 97 8 | of this work, and were both originated by our brethren in gospel
Tennessec . 2 28 232 183 9 | faith—the f9n_:ncr by Rev. Joseph Ilughes, March %Tth, 1804, the
Arkansas.. 1 10 50 49 i latter by leh:_xm B. Gm'pcy, July 13th, 1803—there is ro room
Californin ceeveecees . 1 11 100 R0, 3 |{o us for recession, no relief from the reasoning of results, no in-
Indinn TCrTitory.cecresens 1+ 34 . -9 9 temns;lon of the command. Let us falter not. lest we fail of
. z - - reward.
A on | 2g.% o = e e e is i
TOWIS.eerecenseennid 200 1 3,822 | 20,731 | 18,781 | 837 Removal of the Sunday-school Board. *
FINANCES. . N
We are under the very painful necessity of reporting an in- The followm.g rcport was adopted at the recent mecting of the
debtedriess for materials and work of about $1,800. Every prac- | Southern Baptist Convention:
ticable cffort was madec to secure means for prosecuting the The committee to whom was referred the report of the Sunday -
work assigned us by the Convention. Much of the time of the | school Board of this Convention, beg leave to report: -
Corresponding Secretary was necessarily spent in agency work, 1. That the exhibit of work accomplished by the Board, unde;
to the detriment of other interests. Circulars were sent far and | i1 peculiar circumstances of difficulty and embarrassment, call-

for our devout gratitude to God, and our warm commendation of

Private letters were written to many | t}¢ faithfulness, zeal and efficiency of the Board and its officer..
Pledges amount- |

Had these voluntary promises % the fi

o

That we are satisfied, from the experience gathered during
ve years of the existence of the Board, as well as from con-
siderations which will present themselves to our Lrethren, anc
which are more fully cmbraced in the report before us, that the
ention is a part of its organiza-
 tion indispensable to the completeness and the success of its

work. That this Doard, thercfore, should be sustaiued with s
" warmer and a more general interest, and with a liberality more

in proportion to the vast importance of its work.

3. That we recogniz» the propriety of the request made by th.

; Board, for its removal from its present inconvenicnt location.
tand we accordingly recommend that the Board, with its effect-
yand appurtenances, be removed to the city of Memphis, Ten-
nessec.

4. That the new Board sheould direct itself promptly and ac-
tively to the liquidation of the indebtedness reported; aad i
should impress itself with the importance of conducting it
affairs upon & sound financial basis.

Respectfully sulmitted.

The report having elicited free remarks from various brethren.
it was decided that thce Board be removed from Greenville t-
Memphis.

e
Sunclay-school Board.

The following brethren compose the Beard now located in th
city of Memphis:

President—S. 1I. Ford.

Vice Presidents—B. Manly, Jr., S. C.; A. F. Crane, Md.; T. C
Teasdale, Miss.; W. D. Mayfield, Ark.; J. T. Williams, Mo.; It
I. Browne, La.: W. T. Braatley, Geo.; Geo. Hunt, Ky.; W M
Wingate, N. C.; Wm. Howard, Texas; A. P. Abell, Va.: Jos
Shackleford, Ala.

Corresponding Secretary—T. B. Kingsbury.

ZTreasurer—Ben. May.

Recording Sccretary—W. L. Radford.

Auditor—E. G. Wicker.

Loard of Managers—J. R. Graves, A, Hatchett, A. C. Caperton,
Marcus Cooper, W. S. Taylor, Jolin Bateman, Asa Shelton, 8. C.
Rogers, N. S. Bruce. Jos. Bruce, P. S. Jones, Jas. Beattie. R. G.
Craig, C. V. Voorhies, W. D. Andrews.

e i P

Hints to Infant Cla s Teachers,

Experience has proxed that much is gained in the order of th«
class; by properly arrdnging and seating the children as thev
come. Consequently thg infant-teacher must, like all other
Sabbath-school teachers, be at her post early. Seat the very l:-
tle ones, the mischicvous, and the most restless ones, upon the
front scats nearest you, where you ean lay your hand upon their
heads, or take hold of their hands as you go on with the cxer-
cises, when they become restless. Every infant teacher knows
that a little one scarcely out of babyhood is frequently brough:
to the school in care of a brother or sister but little older than
itself, who sceming to feel in aa impértant position at having 1
younger ouc in its charge, finds occasion to exercise an immenst
amount of control over all its movements, and soon creates
disturbance, which annoys the teacher. Always place these nea:

As there is generally disturbance upon collecting, the clas-
n This is the time that new

ymns are ‘atroduced and taught by rcpeating line by line
After'onc ot two has been sung, there is the greatest proaabilin
of quietness, when the Lord's prayer is repeated, solemaly, in
concert, after the teacher, two_words at n time, £o that the least
child may learn it. Then a simple prayer by the teacher, or »
prayer is repeated in the same manuner. like

s“Father hear'me when I pray,
Be thou with me night and day,
When I sleep and when I wake,
For the Lord my Saviour's sake.”

Sing another lively hymn that all know. and then in a chesrful
manner inquire “1What we talked anbout last Sundav?” Ques-
tion about the leading parts of the previous week's “lesson, ina
brief, lively way, for they will soon tire, having once lLeard it
Sing again, and repeat in concert a short, easy text, with shorn
explanation. For example: “Even a child is knowa by Li-
doings”—Prov. 20: 11—“De ye kind one to another.” Let these
exercises be very short. Then follows the new story or lesson
for the day. If you wish tu continue the same subject of the
Sunday previous, leave out teaching a text and go on with the
lesson, after the review, but alwways review.— . rs. Joknson.
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A Yiodel Teacher.

Mr. Lawrence, of the Sccond Baptist Church, Chicago, thusre-
fers to his work :

The “Union Band Dible-Class™ was formed the first Sabbath
in April, 1862, with 30 members. Additions were made ecvers
mozth, and nearly every week, until ot the close of the firs:
year the class consisted of 275 members; at the end of the
second year, 350, and at the anniversary all were present. Du-
ring the past year 143 have gone out of the class, many of them
as teachers in the mission-schools. Some have left the city
There were added 105, vhich gives a present membership of 312
During the existence of ihis class 623 persons have been num-
bered with it. Among the young ladies are 73 who are among
the best teachers in the public scliools of the city. Many of the
young men are lawyers, students, bank-clerks, and others occu-
pring places of trust and great responsibility. There have been
228 conversions in the class. Many of this number have gont
forth to work for Jesus, and to shied the light of a holy lif
abroad, that these wno know not the way of lifc may be induced
to study God’s Word and yield obedience to Lis requirements
Fificen have been called to sleep in death; but thanks be unts

Gmd for his mercy, all died trusting in Jesus.

Toe Sabbath Bible School, conaected with the 5th Baptic

ceipts—without that general and active interest among our bre- | Church, Philadelplia:

‘l thren which is g0 beneficial and important, this Board has issued | .

| Sfourteen publications, and of these, over 200,000 copies, besides
the establishment and Improvement of a monthly Sunday-school
; paper of a large circulation and at & cheaper rate than any other
ysuch paper known to us. It has alded and established man
t Sunday-schools. It has circulated masny copies of the Word of
God. Through its officers, missionaries, publications and ap-
. peals, it has contributed not a little to the awakening of that in-
,creased and general interest in the Sunday-school work which
| Bow prevails among our brethren. At no pericd of our existence

i
1

have we been possessed of a sum which would be regarded as
sufficient for the smallest private publisher.

When it isremembered thit the London Sunday-school Union,
probably the largest of its class now existing, possessing all the

This Schiool holds forth its session in the said Church build-
ings. It is divided into three departments, viz: Adult, Interme-
diate and Infant. The Adults meet in the main Church edifice
the Intermediate department holds forth its sessions in the Chapei
annexed to the Church. The Infant department holds forth it-
sessions in the Church Social Room. This School is the bes:
conducted in the country. A few years ago it numbered but onc
hundred and forty scholars; it now numbers some twelre hundre”
schotars.—Child's Delight.

DISPATCH PRINTING HOUSE,
RICHMOND, YVA.
Jos PrixTING neatly and promptly executed-—prices reasonsble
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Heaven’s Lesson o1 Benevolence.

The graudcst scheme of benevolence ever known
, man, originated in heaven. - Love is the fountain
chence all true benevolence flows.  “God so loved
ne world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
«however believeth in Him should not perish, but
ave everlasting life” When the Apostle Paual
«onld stir up the brethren at Corinth on this areat
abject, he invites their attention to the display of
nis God-like principle by our blessed Saviour: ¢ Tor
. know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that,
sough He was rich, yet for vour salkes He became
wot, that ¥e through His poverty might be rich.”
“je gave up all His riches, and became poor himself,
hat He might malke rich those who were poor. And
+« wonderful display of Lenevolence was not made
. those who were His friends, but for those who were
ifis enemies.  ““Scarcely for a rightcous man will one
wi yet pe:'ad\'cntm'e for a good man some would
cen dare to die. But God commendeth His love
ward us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ
fied for us.”  Love, the great moving priuciple of
] benevolent action, is imparted to cvery Christian
wart. And Paul says, “The love of Christ con-
:raineth us, beeause we thus judge, thatif one died
or all, then were all dead; and that He died for all,
aat they which live, should not henceforth live unto
emselves, but unto Him which died for them and
-ne again.” How can a Christian heart be a selfish
eart? “The love of money is the root of all evii:”
wt the love of God is the opposite of the love of
.onev. Which of these predominatesin the heart of
aat professed Christian who gives nothing for pur-
.ses of Christian benevolence?

- Does no dark cloud, no ground of fear.
In practice or in heart appear?™

M. P. L.
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“Yours must not Die.”

This is the language of a dear brother in South
woling in reference to the Domestic Board. He
~5, “You'may depend on it, it (the meeting of the

<on in Baltimore) is important for all our|

.-, specially for yours. Yours must not dic, or

« o arrested in its progress. And all you need

0 ahead is to have it fairly and frequently kept

fore the people.”

We hope the action of the people and the churches
ill demonstrate that this is a fixed conclusion—the
ward of Domestic and Indian Missions must not die,
it be more vigorously. sustained than ever. Todo
i« will require an increase of funds.

B

Doing & Good Work.

Rev.J. R. Graves, in a business letter, says, “I
1 glad, truly, that you have not dropped Compere.
i~isasterling man, and is doing a good work on
< border, and a harvest will follow.”

Brother Graves is right—we have had evidence of
yother Cs usefulness in Fort Smith and surround-
w country, and will sustain him in that destitute
»! important position as long as we can; and we
-eply regret that we have not been able to keep Bro.
luhert under our appointment at Little Rock. That

another important point. God supply the means
rearry forward this great work!

A Child’s Gift.

dust as T was leaving the school-rocm of our Sun-
“iv-school, an interesting little girl, about ten years
1, ecame up to me and handed me a silver dime, and
Califernia gold quarter, and said, “I want you to
ul this to the South for me, to help them hear of
~us. Pap,’ =aid she, “sent it to me from Califor-
tbut I want to send it South.” “What is your
+1ne?” T said. . She answered, “Mary Gaston,” and
~med the class she belonged to. May those of ma-~
e years be influenced by the self-denial of this
tle girl, whose circuinstances would have justified
" T in retaining it, A.F.C.

Beltimore, May 11, 1868.
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Brotnre E. W. Warrex, the Macon (Ga.) pas-
>y sends us §75 for the Missions. He says:

“I'have asked of my church, and obtained per-
. Sion to manage its mission contributions myself.
nelose a card, which somewhat explaing my plan.
A trying to get every member to contribute some-
“ng by the month, or other short interval, as may
it the pastors. ‘The amount is collected according
' this system,  We rnust now raise by frequent and
“nall contributions, approximating the Seripture plan.
' my plan works as it ought, I wiil be able to send
13 or 4 or $500 this yecar, and as much divided
*“tween the other Boards.”

Brother W.. has a good church, and he knows how
' take care of it.

We have received $100 moro from Bro. Warren
& the first of his systematic effort—it is commended
% all our pastors and churches.

1.& MopeL LETTER,—A brother in Louisiana
writes: .

. “Please find enclosed ten dolfaps ( -
tic and Indian Missions, I reg"rlc.b,giltol))é;(gggﬁlll:?o
,;;wg: more, but the almost entire failure of our cmbs
ast year, aqd the consequent scarcity of money mhong
us, makes it Impossible for me to contribute more

liberally. May God’s blessine i
make it accomglish n?uch(.‘\f’smD nttend the little, and

AP N PN e i e -

A MisSIONARY, pious, intelligent, and very uscful;

?‘ graduate of one of our scuthern universities, writes,

that he docs not own either'a feather bed, or a bed-
stead, though living in the city of 2 '

. TFew, if any of our people, are aivare of the condi-
tion o'f' many of our ministering brethren. They are
suffering the loss of all things, that they may continue
to preach Christ toa sin-perishing world. What class
of men are making greater sacrifices? A n- we deang
our duty to them? And how lone shall we he »ruilfa
of such neglect? " A

Willinm N. Wyatt.

.The nane o!f thiz brother bus long been associated
with the Baptist intevests of Alabanin. But his work
on carth is dove. Ifedied suddenly at his home in
B.[arion, Mareh 10th; but his memory remains pre-
cious in the recollection of many whose privilege it
was to Iabor with hitm in the Master’s vineyard. He
was a-member of the Board of Domestic Missions
from its organization in 1845, and his loss is heavy.
As a counsellor, he had few, if any superiors. We
can only say, “Thy will be dope.”

N

History of the Choctaw DMission.
BY R. J. HOGUE.

Dcar Bro. Sumner: I at once proceed to give you, a i
to request, a brief history of onrpmission; nn‘b::l 1 n)eed'noicx%ﬁ;?lﬁ
you that it is just now ten years since we entered this field of
labor, under the patronage of the Board. In the outset, as we
expected, we met with new scenes aaud some difficulties, but
more in number, and a greater variety, than we had "even
thought. Besides meeting with a strange people of a strange
language, we found them unsettied and disarranged in all of
t!:e_n- aﬂ.'mrs, and uader a general political excitement. Our re-
ligious interest was materially effected by the contagion, denom-

inational and personal prejudices existed to a considerable+

cxtent, and every beginning of good seemed to be on the wane.
The whole country appeared asif poised between barbarianism
and civilization, and it was doubtful whether the turn would be
in favor of the former or the Iatter. At that time the Baptists
bad two organized churches in tais division of the Choctaw
Nation, numbering, in the aggregate, 130 or 133 members. Qur
first year’'s labor was attended with some success, at least enough
to keep nlive onr'h_opcs of doi.ng more, notwithstanding the dis-
couragements arising from sickness in our family, and various
other causes. Une charch was constitnted, comprising seven
members, one deacon ordained, and eight were baptized during
the year.

Two years later the prospect was more flatterinz. We suc-
ceeded 1n organizing an Association, composed of eight churches,
five being situated in the upper division of the Nation, under the
supervision of Bro. Peter Folsom, & native preacher, and three
in this section. N
_ Church-monibers eeemed to be vwohiog up, somewnst, Irom
their Iethargy, and we were hopefully looking forward to better
times. Thus matters stood, as above stated, in respect to the
Nation in general, which was a great hindrance to the reception
of the gospel, till the war broke out in the United States.
AMennwhile our labors continued, and although not attended with
the success desirable, yet there were evidences that some good
had been done. The result was, a slow, but gmdu‘\l increase.
At that juncture of time, the minds of the people were suddenly
diverted from all former subjects, peculiar to their own affairs,
and absorbed in the new and nnexpected subject of the war.
The exciting question arose: *#What shall we d¢?” There was
a pause. The decision was made. Almost to a man they took
sides with the South. They could not do ctherwise, “even their
enemies being judges.” In that alliance, they took a brave and
noble stand. and through indescribable kardships and sacrifices,
unswervingly stood to the last. .

Qur churches were drained of their male members to furnish
the army—without conscription—and soon all was involved in
the gencral gloom. Still there was work for the missionary,
Meetings were held regularly at the stated places of worship,
with congregations composed of old men, women and children.
Still in the groves, and by the river’s side, the Cross of Christ
was lifted up, the song of praise was heard, and the earnest, for-
vent prayer ascended. In the camp,in the general hospital,
among the sick and wounded, there was work for the mission-
ary; and there he was often found, with all the sympathy of his
nature, humbly administering comfort and instruction toanxious
inquirers and attentive hearers. Among the hungry, suffering
refugees, hurdled together in hundreds, he finds work to do.
With them he engages in preaching ¢the word,” in visiting the
sick, and sattendicg funerals, &c. Such was our employment
while the war continued, besides laboring with our own h.snds,
as opportunity offercd, to procure something for the family to
subsist upon.  We had the privilege of preaching frequently to
congregations, composed of the geveral friendly tribes, to what
effect, will be revealed hereafter. .

After the close of the war, our first business was, an effort to
collect the scattered flock and refit the churches for working
anew. Yhen that was accomplished, so far as practicable, at
least, we found that there was a considerable falling off of names
in our list of members. v :
in camps, others sickened and died at home, and guite a number
had backslided. Our hearts were made .sad, and the involun-
tary sigh was uttered as our minds turned back over the past.

wes derived from the reflection that,

Some comfort, however,
although we had lost many, and some of our most valuable
might be composed of

members, the remainder, upon the whole,
better m:zterial, in proportion to the number, because they had
been pretty thoroughly tried. Some passed through the long
ordeal, and came out unspotted in moral character, and they
now stand forth as the living witnesses of the excellency and the

wer of true Christianity.
poAt such a time, hgwever, it scemed that we ¢ould proceed no
further. Having heard nothing from our fricnds- in the east, nor
from the Board for more than two years, being destitute of
almost cverything necessary for a living, and our health much
impaired, we began to consult what was best to be done. It was
hard to conjecture what farther .tronblc was3 coming. Every-
thing seemed to agsume a threatening. aspect, ugt‘a.vorable to aur
remaining lopger in the country. Accordingly, in October, 1865,
with sorrowful minds and feeble bodies, in company with our
brother missionary to the Seminoles, J. 8. Morrow, and his fam-
ily, we set out for Linden, Texas, hoping to gain some respite,
and to find a way of communjcation with those surviving friends,
from whom we bad been 8o long ‘cut off. In respect to the last,
we were not diszppointed. Although it appeared improbable,
so far as we could see, that 'We_'WOt.xld ever return to our fleld of
labor, yet we ere loth to give it up. We were gratified :g
learn, through our faithful Secretary, that Indian Missions wouh
be resumed, and prosecuted to the extent of the ability of the
Southern Baptist Convention. After making two several visits
to the Nation, one in the spring, and one in the fall of 1866, 1t_o
look after our former charge, and after_haviog been again soli-
cited to retura, with the assurance of & liberal s.npport, J’aqn't;ry,
1867, found us back at our old stand, greeted with many smiles,
and signs from the people, as evidences that they were not sorry
that we had come sgain.

The epast yesr ha‘é been ono of the “*hardest.”
scarcity of provisions prevailed throaghout. the country,

The greatest
and the

most fatal sickness with which this section was ever visited. ;

Gur own health has also suffered long and intensely; conse-
quently, we have but a small showing for the new beginning.

HOW. THE CASE NOW STANDS.

As may slready be-supposed,,our membership, in, point of
pumbers, is less than it was at the commencement of the war,
bnt- our -intercat is not less in proportion. The Nation is more

Someo were killed in battle, some died |

!composed than it hus been for mauy years, all thin i
Although the' people have been "gckue'réd éhdg;:e(;‘;glﬁgl;zdd‘
numbers left without n shelter to caver thenr, of bread to 'ent‘, on
account of *the white man’s war,” still they bear it with heroig
fortitude, and there is less of murrauring and complaining with
them about their condition, than may be heard in any-of the
States. Nor Is this owing, as -might be supposed, to apathy or
Endi_ﬂgrenvcp' on tho part of tho. Indians. Thero is also, so far as
our'observation extends, more sober, rational thought manifestod
on the-subjert of religion and nziral improvement, particularly
with the profestors of Christianitys If we do not mistake, the
Signs nre most fuvdrable for the reception of the gospel. The
indications of Providence \ate in our favor. By an unexpected
course of events, a more’ extensive field has been opened for the
Baptists, i they only have the will to ocgupy it. There is none
g) dispute our right. Ten years ago we could not say so much.
‘}her dennminations then held the sway. Within seven miles
Ob our camp there were stationed three white missionaries and
threo native breachers, of tho Presbyteries order. Sitaated
within fifiy or sixty miles, there were oiher iire missionaries,
t;l}d four pablic schools, under the control ¢f our Presbyterian
1n{gncm. The schools have closed, and the missionaries have ail
'.fl o except three—one died. Whether they intend to re-establish
'I;r mission, or supply the vacant stations, we know not. We
will not deny the good that has been done by their labors among
E‘he Indians, nor exult over the changes that bave come abour.
All boasting is excluded on our part.” Ilad the Baptists been !
o3 zealous and liberal in the support of Indian Missions ns oar’
Presbyterian frlgm_is have been, the extent of their influcnce
would not be limited to so small & comprss as what it is. In-
stead of two regular organized churches—gur present number in
this division of the Nation—and one Sabbath-school, we might
have pumbered many. And wo might now start one more Sab-
bath-school, if we had suitable books. A wide door for useful-
ness stands opon to the Baptists here, and they are invited to
engage in tho work to the extent of their ability.

WHAT 1S TO BE DONE IN THE case?

Salittle has been accomplished in this department of missions
hitherto, perhaps some are ready to give it up. We admit that
so much has not been effected, by far, as was desirable, but what
God has already wrought among this people cannot be valued
in dollars or earthly treasure. You who have contributed the
most to have the gospel preached to the Indians, please look !
this way a moment; wo will show you something. Do you see !
that poor old woman lying ther¢ on ler pallet? She is dying.
She cannot speak your language, and you are not abls to under-
stand what she is saying. She is praising God, and talking of
the love of Jesus, and the hope that she has of scon being in
heaven with all the happy angels, &c. She knows what she is
talking about. She now gives instructions for hier body to be
buried st the meeting ground, wherc none was ever buried
before. There! you sco she is dead. Now tell me, if you knew
that to be the only caee of conversion, as the fruit of your offer-
ing, would you grudge what you have done? Nay, you would
thank.the Lord, and you would not take millions for the joy in
your own soul, arising from the thought of having Leen instru-"
mental in saving one sinner.

The above is a true picture of onc case out of several that
raight be presented. ¢ But little has been done,” and it scems
that but little was intended. If so, then there is no disappoint-
ment, and there ought to be no complaining. But those that
have done the most do not complain. What has been done for
Indian Missions hitherto? Brethren, plcase examine our Trea-
surer’s report. You will see the Indian department is in debt
f several hundred dollars to the Domestic department. Again,
please look over the Minutes of your .Associations, and see how
much has been donated, from time to time, to Indian Missions,
or whether, indeed, there is a column in your Minutes, headed
Indian Missions. 1Is it a fact, that up to this time, the missiona-
: ries to the Indians have been mainly sustained by contributions
| from certain localities in certain States?

If more is expected, greater efforts must be made. The ground
must be occupied by efficient laborers. This the Convention
cannot do without the means. Who is under obligations to fur-
nish the means? Christians, and particularly Christians in the
South. It is a notable fact that the Choctaws have always been
the friends of the white people. When other tribes engaged in
hostile combat with the United States, the Choctaws espoused
the cause of the white man, and successfully contended with the
foe.

In the late war, ne brwe bucwr otniod, thicy TaASt NEIr 10tS with
the South, determined to stand or fall with the friends of their
sunny homes. Now they are shariag in tho sufferings of the
southern States, and certainly they are entitled to the sympa-
ﬂ;ies of the South, and ought to share a portion of their spiritual
things. -

Surely, Texzas is not the least indebted to the Indians. In the
conflict alluded to, the Indians stood as a wall of protection to
Northern Texas, and it is to be hoped that she will do more to-
wards the spread of the gospel among them. It is the betraying
. of an inexcusable ingratitude to neglect them, to say nothing of
i their claims upon us, in common with &ll thoso who are without
' the means of salvation. We epeak for the Indians in general,
» and for the Choctaws in particular. Now, brethren of the South,
' is the time for you to do what you can. Thec Indians are passing

away. Not many of the Choctaws live to be old. Perhaps a
| majority of the adults dic before they begin to getold. Youare
| passing away. Your timo of operating is hastening to a close.

Those already in the field are passing away. They see and feel
, on this subject as none can, save tiiose who have been in the
| same condition, and engaged in the like vocation. The sacri-
' fices that they have made, and are still making, may not come
{ befrre many of you. .

i Ipstead of two, therc ought to be at least four missionaries of
: our order in this Nation. The Board has but one, and family,
1 and there is onme co-laborer, Bro. J. 8. Murrow, and his family,

who are under the patronage of the old Rehoboth Association,
} Ga. Success to all of her laudable undertakings. Reheboth

and Bethel, Ga., arc doing more for this mission than all the
' State besides. We have not seen Bro. Murrow in a full year, but
we hear from him occasionally. Ife is at work in good earnest,
and having & natural turn to obtain the favor of the people, he
will no doubt be very useful to them. He and family have suf-
fercd severely during the fall from sickness.

Once more, bretbren, if you would see a greater amount of
good, as the result of your enterprise, if you have not already
[ acted to the utmost of your ability, you must aim higher; you
i must intend to do more before you look for success, and before
you stand acquitted as having done your duty. i

May the Lord direct you, and bless you, and rcward you
double for all your labors of Jove. R.J.H

Armatrong Academy, Choctaw Nation, Mar. 31, 1868.
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{ " Never Behind. .
 Elder J. W. D. Creath, of Texas, writes: !

“Enclosed you will find ten dollars, ($10.) Lct
me hear from you without delay, and I will send
more.” .

Of course we wrote. It gives us pleasure to speak
of those. brethren, ever prompt and faithful. There
are many others that belong to this list, but it can be
increased.

Sowing and Reaping.
"« They that sow in tears shall veap in joy'—PsAL¥S 126: 5.

Go, Christian laborer, sew thy seed, .
The Master bids thee goy N

Be faithful still in word and deed, ’

- Beside all waters sow.

Press on! glad fruits shall fill thy path
Which time cannot destroy;

For they that sow in tears of faith,
Shall reap in present joy. ‘o

Thou humble worker for the Lord,

Thou tearful, hopeful one, .
Each day shall bring its sweet reward, R
4 The psalm of peace, * Well done.” X
; Press onl! still higher good shall ‘ope . | d
E To thee in blest employ;

For they that sow in tears of hope,
{ . Shall reap increasing joy.
! O loving toiler in God’s field,.
Soon must thou cease'to sow;
But thou shalt have a glorious yield

i

X For all thy work below. s
Press on! lookup! thy home above - .
_ . Hathbliss without alloy; T ey
“ .. 7 . For they that sow intears of love, -~ _“77-
' “Shall reap in beavenly joy.' * "7 - _&'" i
EviSoRLTE.

A Live MAN.—As soon as Bro. Van Hoose gets
to Murfreesboro, he sends us §30. Tke great thing
13 to-be alive.  Midlie Tennessec has some fine mate-
rial in her ministry and membership. We look for
a good work in that direction. And there is Huff, of
old Virginia memory, at Fairfield. He is doing a
great work. God is blessing his labors as an Evan-
gelist of the Domestic Board. He writes:

“I am sé'lll laboring on with some degree of sue-
cess, and with prospects for +he future brightening by
giow degrees. I hope the coming spring z2ud summex
will be signalized by glorious displays of Divine
grace. ‘Asthe rmin cometh down and the snow from
heaven, and returncth not thither, but watereth the
carth, and maketh it Lring forth and bud thag it may
give secd to the sower and bread to the eater’—so, T
trast, will be the Word which we are now p;'eachi;)
to the people.” s

Broruer Witarroy, the Bufaula (Ala)) pastor,
instructs us to draw on the Treasurer of the church
for $75, their quota of Bro. Callanay’s salary for two
quarters. That is the way, Bro. W.—those quarterly
missionary meetings of yours are doing the work.
Any church can help pay the missionary that goes to
work on gome system, and has such a Treasurer as Bro-
ther Besson.  We have received $87 more from Bro-
ther B,

Liberality.

How comforting it is to know that converts from
heathenism have imbibed inore of the sclf-denial of
the apostolic church than we exhibit. From all parts
of the heathen world tidings reach us of the liberal
spirit with which contributions are made toward the
support of native missionaries. Ia Diarbekir, Tur-
key, is an interesting Christian church. But the cir-
cumstances surrounding them for two years have been
distressing. Locusts and drought have caused insuf-
ficient crops, and during most of the time a bushel of
wheat has cost six days’ labor. Meanwhile, they
were visited with the cholera. 3lore than half the
members of that church are dependent upon their daily
carningg, and it has been difficult for them to clothe
and feed their families; yet they have contributed
over $1,200 in gold +o sustain their own institutions,
and for missionary effort, which is equivalent to
twenty-four and a half days’ Iabor, on an average, to
each adult male in the congregation. One-third of
these people would, among us, be considered objects
of charity; yet their contributions would be equal to
forty-nine dollars apiece to every male adult. And
this is no spasmodic ‘effort, but the steady growth of
years.

In the little village of Shepik, a community of
cighty-two souls, including men, women and children,
of whom sixteen are adult males, has contributed
8181 in coin, more than twice the amount necdful to
support their present preacher. Nine churches of
Eastern Turkey, wasted by taxation and oppression,
have assumed the support of five families of native
brethren preparing for the ministry. One church
sustaing thrce students in training as heralds of the
cross. Another church in the same region has adopted
the principle of giving one-tenth to the Lord.

Each person, before signing his name to the pledge,
offered a prayer, in which he promised to refurn to
the Lord one-tenth of all that. he should allow him to
carn. “This congregation,” writes a missienary,
“has sixteen male an(%:;ivc female members. These
iittle churches fully expect to undertake the evangeli-
zation of all this part of the country after a very few
years.” This plan of giving did not originate with
the missionary, but with a blind native preacher, who
persuaded the church at Shepik, the feeblest of all, to
adopt this rule. A similar spirit of liberality has
been exhibited among the native churches in Southern
India.— Presbyterian.

B

The Romanish Church a Foreign Church.

The New York Lrening Post utters the foillowing
opinions:

The Roman Catholic Church in the United States
is almost entirely forcign in character, and it is the
object of the reform party, of which -¥ather Hecker
is the leader, to nationalize it. The majority of the
priests and bishops are cither French, Italian or Irish,
and the number of native Americans who have en-
tered the priesthood is small. It is desired to have
an American church, spiritually dependent on the
Pope, but in other respects independent. As a leading
priest expressed it: “We want a religious indepen-
dence as decided as our political independence.” 1t
is declared that there is as much independence of
¢nidion in the church as outside of it, and on matters
like wearing the tonsure, the Index FEwxpurgalorius,
and the temporal power of the Pope, there is a whole
difference of opinion among the clergy themselves.

Ministerial Sacrifices,

A minister of the gospel, with a large family to
support, living in South Carolina, writes: “My pceo-
ple are poor;
know nc. which way to turn. Isend the five dollars
(§5) subscribed to Domestic Missions, and my poor
prayers; ’tis all I can do.” .

Thank Offering.

Elder J. E. Bell, of Alabama, “sends five dollars

as a thank offering to God for his goodness and merey

to me and mine, with the prayer that God may bless
and sanctify it to good in His cause.” -

TyrE FOLLOWING cheering words are from a bro-
ther in Mississippi: Enclosed please find five c!oll.axs
to aid you in paying off seme of the sclf-sacnfi;cmvg
missionaries in the employment of the Boat;t’l. '_{‘h av ;
scen no agent, and feel myself in arrears: an

you, Brother B. - o

T am reduced to less than half pay, and -

*
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The Work Before us.

‘We have commenced a new fiscal year in the work
of the Foreign Mission Board. Trom the standpoint
now occupied, we can look back with grateful joy,

_and exclaim, *Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”
“Our very unworthy endeavors he has favored, and,
. in a measure, far beyond our fears. Let us “thank
. God.dnd take courage.”
* *The spirit evinced at the recent mceting of the
‘Southern Baptist Convention warrants the hope that
Elf-xbright future awaits us in this line of operations.
. No hesitancy—no doubt sceméd to rest upon the
- mitids of any. All seemed to unite in bidding the
Board to “go forward.” And does not the Provi-
“dence of God call upon us to advance? Ts not the
voice of our Divine Master reiterating in our ears the

=# command, “Go—prédch tlie gospel to every crea-

ture?”
What, then, is the'duty now devolving on southern
Baptists? First—to provide the mecans for sustain-
"ing and enlarging our missions. We want a contri-
bution from every church—from cvery chirch member.
Let us aim at this. Second—to sccure at least two
or three right-minded, right-hearted men, to send to
the foreign field. Third—to pray earnestly the great
Head of the Church for the all-gracious, all-efficient
working of his Holy Spirit in our attempis to evan-
gelize the heathen.
Let all cry, “Lord, direct, aid and prosper.”

The Southern Baptist Convention.
The mceting recently held was an event in our
history. Serious apprehensions had been indulged
that the attendance would be small. Many, too,

feared that exciting influences on the question of fra- |

ternization might lead to unpleasant debate. These
fears were not realized. Two hundred and ecighty-
eight delegates, and thirty-nine visiting brethren
appeared, and took their scats. It was an imposing
assembly, not only in number and mental ability, but
especially’in the wonderful measure of® spiritual jn-
fluence which seemed to rest on all hearts. The love
of Jesus and a sense of responsibility to him, pre-
vailed. Never have we seen more of decorum, cour-
tesy and fraternal affection, in any body of Christian
men. No right-minded spectator could fail to ex-
claim: “ Behold how good aund how pleasant it is, for
brethren to dwell together in 1 itx”

> Déepated “from two or thre.
’ A free con-
_versatia ou ihe impoftance or' cherishing a fraternal
spirit was at different times indulged, and the devel-
opment of this spirit by the different speakers pro-
duced on all present, a melting influence. It was good
to be there. While all agreed that no organic union

should take place, the sentiment alike prevailed that |

all should study the things that make for peace.

- The meeting was also distinguished Dby the united

recognition of God’s will that we must, as a people,
" press forward in our evangelistic endeavors, both at

home and abroad. Earnestly should all pray that:'

-the results of the year upon which we have entered
will redound largely to the praise of our Divine
Redeemer.

e -

What a Sunday-school can do.

We have before alluded to the donation made las
year to our Board by that noble Sunday-school con-
-nected with the Seventh chureh, Baltimoré, and
under the superintendence of Brother A. Fuller
Crane. It is ours now to record another contribution
of three hundred dollars for Foreign Missions from
the same source. This, too, is in addition to a similar
sum appropriated by this school to the Sunday-school
Board at Greenville.

A mors striking illustration cannot be found of the
advantages of efficiency and system. Each class isa
little missionary society. The contributions are in
small sums, and are made every Sunday. They are
paid over oncq amonth, or every-quarter. -

-We earncstly commend the example of this school
for the imitation of others. If every Sunday-school

*will thus collect for us, much will be added to our
__funds; but above all, and best of all, the cultivation
_of the missionary. spirit will be promoted.

o Why was this Waste?
" 'r The questiori propounded by Judas wus but the
. expression of a covetous heart, which could sce no
benefit in the anointing of the Saviour by the grate-
«ful, loving woman. She poured forth the costly
‘'ointment, nothing abashed ‘by" the scornful reproach
" of thosc around herz-Heg only; thought was Jesus.
So in like manner will the: Christian of this age in-
- quire, “How may I show my love to Him, who has
* loved and given himself for me?’ The world, and
. ‘the merely formal Christian professor, will see in the
_sacrifice only a waste. Why spend so much money
in the causc of missions? Alas! the expenditure of
./moncy for Christ and his cause is infrequent and
" small. The réadiness to give, in any due measure, is
.. seldom and by few evinced.

'+ The world give a hundred fold more for- the mere,

* gratification of ‘the sensual man_than Chfistidns give
Hfor, the’ spread of the gospel, Even -Christians. ,are)

1’ Jﬂ:f

1i5 an anfual -éxpenditure of $7,000,000 on public

rorthern _Societies]

BE=appeited R0 "Were eo1dially roceived.

more i)x:bmpt aril_ libergl in this, ling than in the
direction of Christ’s cause. In New York city there

amusements to $1,600,000 on churches; _there are
312 Protestant Sabbath-schools to 8,000 grogshops;
and 222 Evangelical preachers to 1,500. professional
thieves. N

" Rev.T. A. Reid. ,

Tt has been a subject of regret with this brother,
and cqually so with the Board, that he has been for
want of the requisite funds, unable to return -to his
field. After a careful consideratiosrofthe subjcet, ke
has been advised, for the present,'fo direct his-atten-
tion to some portion of the home field, with™ :thc
hope that ere many months shall pass the treasury’,
will be so far replenished as to malke it proper to send
him to his much loved. The Board can testify to the
carnestness with which he has sought this result

So absolutely essential is the sustentdtion of ogi¢ or!
‘ two stations in China, that the Board must for a gp;).—!

men, to go to the aid of those now in' the-field;~+J*

K A

The Treasury.

annual meeting the sum of

‘ At the last

'remained in the hands of the Trcasurer. Since that]enterpr

churches have amounted to $14,832 44, ‘Total, 815,-4
l066 82. .

y  The sum of §15,034 71 has been paid to meet thei
iexpenditures of the -year, leaving a balance in hand

;of $£32 11. The debt of the Board, which at the

ipcriod the contributions of individuals and the
!

tto be stated that liberal appropriations have been
dircetly made to different stations in China, but which
rarc not entered in the Treasure’’s account by our
-esteemed brother, Dr. T. W. Burton, of Kentucky.

The last Fiscal Year.
{ The Toreign Mission Board, in their report just

1

i rendered, say: .
¢ “In commencing the fiseal year which has just
i closed, the Board were satisfied that it would not-be-
jeasy to meet all the demands of the several missions
runder their care. The unsettled condition of the
country, and the general depression in all departments
of business, ndmonished them to guard against any
|special enlargement of their work, and they -have
jcontented themselves with a simplée reference to the;
supply of means for sustaining the laborers already
in the field. In no former year of their history has
the exercise of faith and patience been more nécessary.
Nor has any previous period required so much of
carnest and continued toil to meet their « Ligasions. |

In confirmation of this statcment, inay be—etioned |
Itlic 1act, that aimost ail the funds whic 1 hevescoire!

into the treasury were in response to uircct hpp:‘&]sj
on the part of our Corresponding Secretary. -

found for a thankful acknowledgment of the Divine
goodness. Though the wants of the missionaries have
i been scantily met, it is believed that none of them as )
i yet have actually suffered. They have eariiestly de-
sired a reinforcement of their number, but have borne
all the trial of deferred hope with patience. The|
Board cannot too strongly commend the cheerful
readiness of these luborers to make personal sacrifices
in carrying out their mission, and their fidelity to the
Master in all their work.” -

; Our R:eﬂél;:);;%iﬁi}w;sﬁigptisﬁs.
-\s a denomination, we profess to regard the Word

{
i

e

Fshould be expiended on the home field. But would

son bend its whole cnergy in procuring s man;ort

',3234 38 and money- to appropriate to the Foreign Mission

“In this view of the subject abundant reason is}

j interest amount to a lack of ability? Practically, it

"as most of our churches acknowledge, then we ought

tation exists to f]iltermit, if not wholly to ceasc our
endeavors. Some of our brethren, in the d@p?udency
of their hearts, have been ready to yield to this temp-
tation.

The appaﬁii{g: destitution which aflliets our pcop}e,
and- the gloomy~appréhensions which n:fturfxlly' arise
in regard to the future, have their paralyzing influence, |
and incline a few to conclude that all our strength-

such a conclusion be wise? Would it meet with the
Divine approval? Might it not be that to sband'on‘
‘the work abroad, would so far enfecble our energies
that the work at home ~would become a thing of
nought? Do we not nced for our own good this ex-
ercise of unselfish benevolence? In sending to the
distant bewildered ones who in their darkmess are,
fecling after God, the light which shall guide them
to the knowledge of salvation, we are better prepared
appreciate ourselves the light of life. )

We cannot afford to abandon the enterprise.

e !

to

P

Our Resources. )
. Aré otir resources equal to the demand upon us?

Can we sustain the expenditure? Have we the men

ise¥ Compared with -former ycars we are in-
decd”an impoverished people. Buf in former years
otir appropriations never approached the measure of
our ability. Nor even in later years, since the period
of our dc.prcésion, have our expenditures in this line

{and shining way, and I am about to

‘and lo! it was radiant with light—the sun

erystals which were found in it.

T T—
had somewhat becléouded her sky. She died of

lingering consumptién. A few moments before h;
departure, she said to those about her, “J seq 4 bright
. enter it,” " Q
that the day may not be distant when we shall be
permitted to witness a gracious outpouring of the
Spirit upon our labors.”

Canton DIMission, China,

Brother Graves cheers himself with such reflections
as these:
“As I sat on the hill-side to-day, I saw before -

a stone—a rough, misshapen mass, stained with dusxk,
and evidently akin to the earth to which it was cliny
ing. Changing my position, my eye fell on it again,

in the

heavens was reflected from every little facet of the

" \What an apt ¢mblem, I thought, of these heathey
Chinese around me!  They are ¢of the earth, carthy.
Debased and fouled by sin, but every man has withi,
him a soul which is capable of reflecting the imare of
the Sun of Righteousness. Christ 'is able ‘of thes
stones to raise up children unto Abraham.’”

e i I i e

Yoruba Mission, Africa.

Brother Phillips, who is on his way to this country |
not with the view of remaining; but simply to recruy |
his exhausted energies, is now in England, receivin. §
free will offerings from ow friends there. ITe thy. |
writes from Liverpcol, May 19:
“X have not much to write, but thinlk it well to try §
and write you once a weck, and should be very gladi
to hear from you as often. I should be especally

been in accordance with our responsibility. The total

And yet not onc of every hundred of our member-

people have been ready to aid in this work? If all

measure? 'The faint-hearted may exclaim, “We are
not able.” But if we shall look at this claim in the
light of God’s word and cternity, an inspiration will
geize the heart, compelling us, like Caleb, to reply,—
“Let us go up at'once.” The difficulty is great, but
faith wiil- respond, “We are well able to overcome
it.I) .

The most superficial survey of the subject will
satisfy the candid mind of our ability as a people to
meet all the demands upou us, even if they were ip-
creased ten-fold, and this, too, without the sacrifice of
any other claim. If the spirit of the dMacedonian
churches possessed the hearts of our brethren all over
the South, the result would nct be doubtful. The
"apostle testified to “the grace of God bestowed on the
churches of Macedonia, hov that in a great trial of
affliction, the abundance of their joy and their decp
poverty abounded to the riches of their liberality, for
to their power and beyond their power they were
willing of themselves, praying us with much entreaty
that we wouid receive the gift.”

But the question may arise, docs not this lack of

may; but as a Christian people it hecomes us to loolk
our responsibilities in the fice.

If it be our duty to send the gospel to the heathen,

to stir up our hearts to increased intercst on the

jof ‘God the only standard of faith and. practice.}

. Our views also on the ordinances of the gospel and%

tichurch building, are peculiar. e hold that none! -.

but penitent believers are entitled to baptism and:
church membership. Those who dissent from us.in
these particulars, however zealous and devoted, and,
however much they may accomplish in lcading.‘the.
iheathen to the knowledge of Jesus, are so seriously
i a worldly influence.in the churches they may organize. !
| If we yicld to the unseriptural dogma that uncon-'
'scious infants can in any way by baptism share in the
benefits of the covenant of redemption, and bLecome
identified with the church, these children growing up
without conversion, but still retaining their identiti
with religion in its outward forms, may gradually]
introduce a policy and spirit at war ‘with the gospel.
A radical change of'character is essential in assuming
the Christian profession, in the ordinance of immer-
sisn.  Already bancful influences are at work as the
result of a different policy. At several points, mis-
sionaries are recciving those as church members who
make no avowal of conversion, but who simply agree
to abandon idol worship, and conform to the usages
of Christianity. Our brethren have found it neces-
sary to protest against these unscriptural measures.
And are we not called upon as a people to send out
from our churches other proclaimers of the gospel,
such as will preach the gospel in,its purity? While
the errors to which we have alluded are winked at or
dircetly taught among the heathen, it is ours to hear
our testimony against them. :
Not less than forty Catholig, priests. bave already
been sent to Pekin, the capital of China. Is it not
our solemn duty to dispatch to' this great Empire the
faithful men who 'shall be able fo teach othors-also?

: Shall the Work Cease?. :
Shall our Foreign. Mission work cease? During

the present blight which has fallen upon our southern

land, and ‘the obstacles “wlhich lic in’ the, way,of a

pvigorous;prosecition of. Fareign>Dissions,, the temp-

t

i defective in their teaching as to lay the foundation of | the interest of t

| into a more extended service, and have had our room

whole question.

OUR MISSIONS.

. RethusiiiSasintutuishotiutt i SN
Tung Chau Hission---China.,

Brother Hartwell writes, under date of April Gth:

“You will be gratified to learn that we are having
something more like & revival of religion here than 1
have ever experienced in China before. TFor several
months our congregations have been improving, and
1¢ hearers better.  The fecling in“the
congregation sceming to justify, or rather to render it
necessary, we have converted our evening worship

quite full almost every night for more than a month.
Inquirers have increased in numbers, and their anx-
tety has increased in intensity. Several have given
evidence of corversion, and eight have been baptized
into our church. Scme of these have been inquirers
a long timeé; some of them are from a distance, whence
they. came specially to get religious instruction—
women walking the greater pirt of 200 1i with their
little féet, in order to be where they might hear the
truth more perfectly than a recent convert could ex-
plain it'to them. These women drank in the truth
with all conceivable cagerness, and three of them,
with the husband of one, have been ba’ptized. We
trust there will be others to follow =oon.”

ghau-Tung---China;

Brother Crawford thus addresses us:

“Our work is very cncouraging. Many persons
are-manifesting an interest in the doctrine. ~To show
the fact, let me'say, that all last year Bro. Hartwell
baptized only four persons. In the first three mouths
of this year, he has already baptized cight. Last year
I baptized five; this year, already received four.

“Thug you sée that our prospects are more encour-
aging.  Shall we not be sustained? Will not God
put'it into the hearts of our brethren to contribute
even of their” poverty, for the salvation of this great
people?  Shall we break down after twenty years of
labor, just as-the day begins to dawn? God forbid.”

Shanghai Mission,
‘have a letter from Brother Yates, in which he

We
says: ,, .
.. “One of my old members, a-sister, departed this
life last week. During many-years of her Christian

réeeipts of . the Board during the last year have come {tion in Baltimore.

i . i ively small sums.
iclose of the war amounted to cight or ten thousand jto us In numcrous, but comparatively

"dollars, has been reduced to less than two thousand

.dollars. In addition fo the above cxhibit, it ought|ship has contributed to our treasury. y
i pastors been prompt in bringing this cluim before

| their churches, would not thousands of the Lord’s

Had all the:on with their African missions.
iwc]l established a character.

! : that the people generally know me.
our church members had given as God had prospercd, | invited to their houses, and treated with the greatest §
iwould not our rcceipts have increased in ten fold'respect and kindness; and though I have only col-

'lected about .£30, there is very great sympathy shown,

glad if you would send me the report of the Conven. |

“Your first letter v me here has done me much
od. It shows I-am the accredited agent of th @
Board, and also that the Board are determined to g [§

“T have now staid in Liverpool until I have pretty
I have often appeared §
before the people in Rev. H S. Brown’s chapel, s §
I have also been §

and if @ man does not feel able to do anything for me,
he treats me very kindly.

“I shall leave here to-morrow or the day after for
London. I am now so well known lhere, there is ne
difficulty in my getting letters of introduction to the
first men in London. I shall have, amongst other:,
a letter to Mr. Spurgeon.

“A gentleman in Maunchester, who knew me in
1862, and who heard of me here, sent me two guinea
yesterday.”

Frec will Offerings..

We are receiving money, such coming, we doubt not
from hearts full of the love of Jesus. The.' —ar
of these are small, they are none the less .+ « 1}
to us, and we know they are accepted by Hi !
“sat over against the treasury and beheld now m |
people cast money into the treasury.”

One lady whose means are not ample, informs u
that she keeps a little box into which she makes her
deposits. Last month she sent usg one dollar and

thirty cents,and the present month nearly the same
amount.

Another, sending us three dollars, says:

“The Lord has talien my dear husband away, and left
me a poor, frail, delicate widow. His ways are past
finding out, but blessed be his holy name. My greatest
desire on carth is to serve God and tonccomplish fir
the foreign mission work all I can. When I thist
what Jesus has suffered for me, I feel willing to mak:
any sacrifice for him.” )

Another worker says:

“Recently I proposed to our Suuday-school chil-
dren to contribute to Brother Phillips any small sun-
of money they could carn, and also to make gifts o
any articles of value they might possess. Some o
the little ones brought the only articles of jacels they
owned. These will be <old and the monev turned
over to Brother Cloud. I state this toshow you tha
we sympathize with you in the great financial crisic.”

Still another lover of Jesus in Alabama, says:

“I have been trying to enlist the femnale members o
onr church in behalf of Foreign Missions. We ar
a feeble band, and suffering pecuniarily. Nineteen
sisters have pledged themselves to give, each, ont
one dollar a year as long as God spares their lives.
The Lord bless those sisters; He will bless them
May their example provoke many-.

The Children are Working for us.
Brother Bradford of Modestown, Va., writes:

“““On the first Sabbath in thisycar, alittle girl, sis
years of age, Eva, came in the Medestown Church
and placed on the table, a little money chest, with
this lable on it, ‘Give me a penny for the heathen
children,” requesting me, to appeal to the congregation
to aid in the enterprise. A liberal response was given
to the request. "And every preaching appointmen
the chest is in placc and pennies are dropping in fo
the heathen.  We hope a good report will be mad:
to you at the end of this yecar.”

Between three and four dollars hiave already beer
sent by little Eva.

Brother T. C. Boykin, of Alabama, says:
. ““Ihave set on foot the following plan to aid you
in the Foreign Mission work, as> well as to increas
the efficiency and interest of our school. A Socicts
called the *“Missionary and Benevolent Society” has
been formed among the young men and young ladies
of our congregation. The females will constitute a
sewing and ncedle work Scciety, and the males o
miscellancous working band. We expect to have
monthly reports of donatious, amounts realized from
sale of articles,and pay for labor, &c. We propose
to appropriate the proceeds of eaéh month to some
one of our Foreign Missionfields. The first will be
Brother Phillips” station, and then the others succes-

life,ishe was a bright-example.” “Trouble and poverty

sively.
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....... <0 cents.
Gzl LT reated 10 cne person. $ 200
e wgi?ni«l,—na«l to one person, 300
Ten COPI jes addressed to one person, 500
Twent¥ tf‘?"dd wsed to one person 13 00
} fiy copies ies addressed to one person 15 00

. demaa this little shect has been loud and pressing. It i3 n necessity
Tbe ‘bgnﬁt":lz by all the s, a5 well as thc churches of the South. By
which has we shall be able to bring before cur people the earliest infor-
pearipg o0 the great objects contemplated by the Scuthern Baptist Con-
"‘”f’“w‘hm introdacing it into their churches will be able thus to mal -
familiar with the whole missionary enterprise, and secure more
ation.
wry‘;‘;ﬁfﬁm the largest poscible list, and the money enclsed.
&g ty mail. at cur 1isk, in postal orders, registered letters. or checkeon
ué Address, Hoxe AND FoRkiex Jork~AL, Richmond, Va.
en—

Our Terms.

In resuming the issue of our little monthly paper,
se nave put the price de#n as low as the interest of
+4e several Boards will justify. The other mission-
arv orzanizations of the land expend large sunis over
.nd sbove their subseriptions, in conducting and cir-
qglating their periodicals.  In the present state of
‘e finances, we must for the present aim to make
wur paper, as nearly as possible, self-sustaining. .\t
<me future time, it may be in our power to diminish
the subseription price, by appropriations for printing
by each Board. We now beg the friends of Sunday-
«hools, and of Missions, to exert themselves by se-
euring and forwarding, at an early period, as many
sahecribers as possible.

Ten Thousand Subscribers Wanted.

If every one who receives this number will at once
make an endeavor to secure names, and forward the
monev, we shall be able in our next issue to send
aat 10,000 copies. Write the names carefully, with
‘heir post-offices.  Address, Home and TForeign
Journal, Richmond, Va.

To Pastors,

It i= the design of this paper to bring before the
hurches a monthly compend of what is deane in our
Toreign and Domestic Missions and Sunday-school
~ark, with such kindly arguments as the Word of
tiod will warrant. We wish for it a general circu-
ation, It will do our churcli members -good;, pro=
aoting their spirituality, and better preparation for

i

Q ) Systematic Benevolence.
| € 1mportance of this, subject is becoming more
m{d more felt by our churches. "The ereat Eonecm
with many is to know the best plan of contributing
to the cause of Christ, so as to cnsure forethought,
regularity, and frequency. The follbwing, prepared
| f)y # committee of the Maryland Union _Assoéiation,
11s so simple, plain and seriptural, that we give it, with
{ great pleasure, a place in the Jowrnal.

TIE DEVOTION OF PROPERTY TO GOD.

! The whole history. of God’s people shows that the
first duty felt by a venewed ‘soull, ﬁ}}xd the great sacri-
fice to be permanently made in the serviee of God, is
the devotion of property. Tn fact, Christians gene-
rrally in our day, have scarcely any other real sacrifice
than this to malke; and most in ‘our Chitrches have
in no other way the privilege of showing their grati-
tude to their Divine Master. Young Jacob spoke
alike for all in Old Testamerit times, and all in New
Testament days just converted to Christ, when God
appeared to him, and he vowed: “Of all that thou
shalt give me, I will surely give the tenth unto Thee.”
iJesus, our great example, devoted his all to relieve
{ the bodily needs, and to supply the spiritual necessi-
‘ties of men; and the consecrating of our all that the
poor may be fed, and have the Gospel preached unto
them, is the sacrifice which Christ enjoins on all his
followers. He sent his disciples out to preach, with-
out purse or scrip, and yet said to them; “the poor
ye have always with you, and whensoever ye will, ye
may deo them good;” plainly indicating how they and
the poor were alike to be supplied. At their first
successful preaching in Jerusalem, those who had
property sold landed estate that they might meet the
sudden emergency; and thus a fund was raised to
sustain the poor widows, and provide for those “who
gave themselves wholly to prayer and'to the ministry
of the word.” Even Paul,—though when among
those who did not understand their duty, he gave
himself for a time tosecular employ,—received régu-
lar “wages” from distant churches; by which means
he was able to supply his own personal nceds, and to
secure a “hired house,” in which all who. wished,
might gather to hear the Gospel. The inspired teach-
ing as to this permanent duty in the Church,is so
plain, that in our country,—most advanced as it isin
devotion. to Christ’s word and work,—a simple refer-
ence to the Scripture statements setting it forth, is
sufficient to stir up pure minds by way of remem-
Forancer— {Sce Afptteaxi>x 271 : Tuka jv, 78: vii. 22:
John xiii. 29; Acts ii. 45; 1v. 31; vi. 1-1; xi. 29;
xx. 353 xxviil. 30; Rom. xii. 13; 1st Cor. ix. 11-14;

-heir work on earth, as well as their rest in heaven.
[0 vou, dear brethren, we look, as the leaders in our!
/ion, to secure as many subscribers as possible. Let&
< hear from you immediately.

B s

Reader---Take Notice.

We send you the present number with the hope
nat you will consent to e a subscriber. If you con-
-at to do so, remit, at, once, ike sum of Fifiy Cents,
sAdressed to Home and Foreign Journal, Richmond,
Va. Bat be sure to look around and sceure a list of
ther names, to be sent, with the money.

To the Ladies.

We look to our sisters in Christ for their efficient
elp in bringing our little paper into general circula-
‘ion. They can do much for us. 'Will not cach one
procure a list of subscribers, and forward immedi-
tely? See the terms, which can be cut cut and
vasted on a sheet of paper, or they may be .copied.
Who will be helpers in this geod work? :

o e i e e

The Demand upon us.

The Board are satisfied that a persistent prosecution
{ the work assigned them, is a demand of the Great
Redeemer, recognized by mno small number of our
“hurches of the South. 'This obligation is intensified
"7 the fact, that already the seal of the Divine bene-
liction has been given, and that the openings” and
facilities for the evangelization of the heathen have
wen wonderfully increased. The opportunities of
“Mmunication with destitute countries, and the rea-
‘liness of heathen tribes to listen to our ministrations,
"dmonish us that we should surrender a most inviting
ﬁ_eld of labor, were we to abanden the Foreign Mis-
o work,

To pause now wouid fill the hearts of those whom
‘e have sent forth +ith sadness. Even the heathen
themselves would reproach us, could they hear of our
lefection, No, we must not hesitate. The horrible
eruelties and superstitions of unconverted millions—
their subjection to the power of idolatry—the certainty
“f their final ruin—thcir helpless, hopeless condition—
"l_l all upon us to bear to them “the only name
4ven under -Heaven among men whereby they can
he saved.”

A Mopery MarTyrR.—One of the Tientsin con-
‘erts—the fruit of a wonderful revival—showed the
pinit of a Stephen. “How did you feel in antici-
Pation of death ?” asked the missionary of him, when
a0 had been seized and thrown down and severely
deaten while offering the word of God to the crowd
i the market-place.” “0,” he replied, “all fear was
taken away. I have a glorious hope beyond the

xvi. 1-3; 2d Cor. viii. 1-15; ix. 1-14; xi. 7-9. Phil.
iv. 10-18; 1st Tim. v. 16-18; vi. 17-19; 1st Pet. 1v.
9, 10; 2d John v. 8.)
A PLAN NLCESSARY.

The lack in our Churches at the present day is not
that they do not recognize this duty, but that they
have not realized an ¢fficient plan by which to secure
the accomplishment of their Master’s requirement.
Ought not the importance of this subject to inspire us
with fervent desire to find some method by- which the
necd can be met? Should we not be careful lest our
spirit of liberty in the Gospel betray us into unworthy ;
neglect or rejection of any suggestion which promises

| to attain the end we all seek? Most of all, who will

.not sincerely pray, that if Christ himself has taught
us a plan, by which he would have us co-operate for
this end, we may, with submissive minds consider it,
and with united hearts combine our energies to putit
into execution?

THE DIVINE PLAXN,

The great apostle to the Gentiles, in his extended
missionary labor, had such a plan, wise in conception
suggested by natural considerations, and adapted in
its application, to the entire world of Christian effort
in which he labored. This plan, stated as it is in an
inspired epistle, is the suggestion of the Divine Master
himself; the only one which His Spirit has seen fit to
leave on record for our guidance. What disciple of
Christ can refuse to consider it? Who of all our
membership, professing as we do to take Christ’s law
alone as our guide, will decline to adopt it, because of
some difficulty which our minds may oppose to His
infinite wisdom? Can anything but want of devo-
tion to Him, of genuine willingness to sacrificc for
His cause, prevail with any of our number deliber-
ately to rcject, or thoughtlessly to neglect His positive
requirement in this department of Christian duty?

Opening to the 16th chapter_of Paul’s first cpistle
to the Corinthians, we read: ¢ Now concerning the col-
lection for the Saints, as I have given order to the
Churches of Galatia, so do ye. Upon the first day of
the weck: Ict cvery onc of you lay by him in slore, as
God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings
when I come”” The positive obligation of Christ’s fol-
lowers to adopt this-apostolic plan for systematic con-
tributions, is first and carefully to be considered.
Here is a method, suggested by no man, or company
of men, but by Christ’s Divine wisdom, recorded in
an inspired cpistle. Theexample of Christ-or of his
apostles is as binding as their word. It should be
observed, that precisely the same authority which en-
joins the observance of the “first day of the week,
‘here mentioned, as the Lord’s day, is given for our
adhering to this plan of Christian contributions.
Any disciple of Jesus, therefore, should hesitate to
say, “I prefer my own plan;” for he has to meet the
responsibility, not of declining to co-operate with his
brethren, bat of refusing to do his JIaster’s. Infldzng.
This plan, it is to be observed, was made binding on
the Churches generally in Paul’s day; for the apostle
urges it on the Corinthian Christians, because as he
says, *“I have given ‘order to the Churches in Galatia.
As Galatia was in the centre of Asia Minor, while Cor-

grave. T am venturing my all on Christ.” . -

-,
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ee Boards of the Southern Baptist Convention.

inth was in Southwestern Greece, we have evidence that
! the command was a general one for all the widely ex-
tended Churches.of Christ. The command, too, was
to “‘ctery one,” rich and poor, in the Churches; for it
is alike. the duty and the privilege of the humblest
and poorest, like the widow commended by Jesus, to
cast their small offerings into the Lord’s Treasury.

HOW TO B CARRIED OUT.

.. The manner in which this system is to be carried out
is also plainly stated. The fime mentioned is “the
first day of the weelc;” convenient, becausc the disci-
ples thenr assembled ; appropriate, because His love
and sacrifice were then fresh in mind; and efficient,
Bicase frequent and small offerings are easily made,
and when made, realize by their rapid accumulation,
the largest sums. “The persons {o perform this duty
are the universal membership, “cvery one,” maleand
female, young and old, bond and frec; for, as every
human being has expenditures necessary for food,
raiment and shelter, education and professional ser-
vice, esfential to the body's welfare, so it is alike the
necessity of every soul, that expenditure be personai-
ly made for its spiritual well-being. The plan of
sioring this weckly contribution, designated by the
words, “lay by him in store,” leaves to the wisdom of
cach giver the method of collecting and depositing
moneys thus gathered; commanding, however, the
positive devotion of a portion of each one’s income.
The proportion of bounty to be thus devoted by cach
one, & left still more to the couscicnce and Christian
love uf ~ach disciple; but it is positively enjoined
that it shall be honestly graduated by the self-applied
rule, according “as God %mth prospered him.”

TIIE REASON FOR IT.

The reason suggested for this plan of gathering
charitable contributions, is plainly stated by the apos-
tle in’these words; “That there be no gatherings
when I come.” ITis added suggestions found in his
two epistles to the Corinthians—(sce 1 Cor. i. 7; ix.
4-18; ixii. 3; xvi. 1-17; 2 Cor. 8th and 9th chap-
ters; xi. 7-12; xii. 13-18)—indicate that considera-
tions of convenience of propricty, and duty to Christ,
entered into his thought. "For convenience sake, that
there might be no detention and loss of time on his
part, he urges his command; for in his work asa
preacher, he had such demands for labor at Ephesus,
in Macedonia and elsewhere, that he had sent “notice,”
and azked other brethren to “go before” him, for this
purpose, that their “bounty” might “be ready.”
Again propriety required this; for though he hoped
to spéfidzthe entire *winter’ > yvith_them, and did not
espect,-until the “Pentecost;” in the spring, to go]
from Corinth, past Ephesus, to Jeruselem, he declares
that he will ask them to send men of their own to
bear their bounty, lest he should scem to be appro-
priating to himself an undue portion of their contri-
butions; part of which would be needed for his per-
senal expenditures.
from which all acceptable offerings to Christ’s canse
must spring, weighed on the apostle’s mind; that
their gifts might be “as a matter of bounty, and not
as of covetousness;” that their gifts might seem to
srring, not from the ““shame” of declining the apos-
tle's personal appeal, but from the previous “purpose
of each man’s heart,” giving, ““not grudgingly, nor of*
necessity,” but ‘“of a ready mind;” in finc, that gene-
rosity might be in them a Christian “grace,” like,
as Paul urges, to the “gracc of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who, though he was rich, for our sakes Lecame poor,
that we, through his poverty, might be rich.”

SUITED TO EACH INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN.

Such considerations as these, duly pondered, must
at our day make every lover of Christ feel that this
plan is suited {o his individual case. Surely the “first
day of the week,” commemorating our Lord’s resur-
rection, is a fit time to devote our property to Christ.
It becomes thus as purely a religious service, as preach-
ing, prayer and praisc. Certainly, too, “every onc”
for whom Christ “became poor, that he might be
rich,” should make any sacrifice to add to His ap-
pointed agencies for the advancement of His cause.
Yet more, that each one “lay by himself in store,” is
a testing of voluntary seclf-denial, whose exercise will
realize Christ’s declaration, “It is more blessed to give
than to reccive.,” DMost od all, that we be required
to give “according as God hath prospered each of us,”
is not only a rule, in “itself of just “equality,” but it
is also a mark of condescending confidence reposed in
us by our Master who has given the command.

ITS 8GTCESS.

The success which has attended the adoption of this
plan commends it to our practical judgment; while
the apostle’s command makes it our duty to employ
it. ISvery business'man knows that it is the careful
gathering of little sumis, somctimes of only pennies,
that accumulates the greatest of fortunes.  Alike in
the Catholic, the most formal, and in the Mecthodist,
the most zcalous of professed Christian denominations,
it is the care given to weekly collections which pro-
vides the almost exhaustless means placed at their
disposal. Morcover, scores of our own most flourish-
ing Churches and efficient. pastors, owe to this system
of weekly contributions, their success in building
houses of worship free from debt, and in seccuring
punctual and ample provision for their pastor’s salary,
and never failing supplies for every object of benevo-
lence.

universally adepted; and who has not been made to

collections for mission and other purposes!
: FARIOUS METHODS.

Most of all, the pure motive,

Most of all, in our Sabbath Schools, and most
flourishing mission fields, this system has been almost

wonder at the sums gathered by children in penny!

Left to individual skill in devising plans for col-
lecting. these weekly contributions, various methods; X €
have been successfully adopted; always simple, easy | radation of false worship.

and delightful in their working, when once entered
upon by those who love Christ, and delight in doing
His work. 1In general, the younger members of the
Church, those ready and favored with time, 2nd fullest
of zeal for their work, have proved mosi, successful
collectors. A judicious selection, by the pastor and
deacons, of youth acting under their supervision, and
a districting of the Church and congregation, so that
cach collector can readily, on the Sabbath, or during
the week, call upon all on his list, will reach all the
members.  Papers, ruled, so as to have a column for
names, objeets and subscriptions per week, are essen-
tial for the collectors. g
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"Onz Step More.
What though before me it is dark.
Too dark for me to see?

U ask but light for one step morc:
'Tis quite enough for me.

Each little humble step I take, - it
The gloom clears from the next:

No, though ’tis very dark beyond,
T never am perplexed.

And if sometimes the mist hangs close,
So close I fear to stray,

Patient T wait a little while,
-\nd soon it clears away.
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I would not sece my further path,
For mercy vails it so;

My prescut steps might harder he
Did I the future know.

It may be that my path is rough,
Thorny and hard and steep; A
And, knowing this, my strength might fuil, |
Through fear and terror deep. %

-y

-z

It may be that it winds along . .
A smooth and flowery way, .
But sceing this I might despise i
The journey of to-day. ¥

Perhaps my path is very skort, ~
My journey nearly done, .
And I might tremble at the thought =*
Of ending it so soon. B £
Or, if I saw a weary length
Of road that I must wend,
Fainting, I'd think, *“My feeble
Will fail me ere the end?

And so I do not wish to see
My journey, or its length;
Assured that through my Father's love, - -%,
Each step will bring its strength. @
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Thus step by step I onward go,
Not looking far before; A
Trusting that I shall always have
Light for just “one step more.” -
British Messenger.

———— s e

The Leaders and the People.

there, where were to be seen a few zealous leaders en-
treating and urging theranks to advance, no very decis-
ive movement was preceptible.” The church was not
awake to its work, but must be urged onward to what
little was attempted.

Though there has been since that day, much
changge, with a more general diffusion of missionary
spirit, yet it is easy to see that the ranks still fall far
behind the urgencies of the times. For the work so
enlarges in importance from ycar to year, that the
leaders are compelled to say, “Who is sufficient for
i these things?” And as their vision wanders over
{the “much land yet to be possessed,” what wonder
| that they look back on the hosts which the ranks con-
| tain, and call them to the rescue?

i It is for the missionary abroad to keep us here at
home informed of the field and its necds; and it is
“ for those placed in positions of trust by various Mis-
i stonary Boards, to scc that resources are forthcoming
to mect the demands made upon them. But why,
why, we would ask, is therc nced of such constant
urging forward of the ranks, that the work may be
in any way sustained? Is it expected that the offi-
cers in our armies must needs be truer patriots than
the soldiers; or that ambassadors abroad are more
loyal than thousands who at home help to minister to
their support?

i Then, why should not every minister of the Gos-
pel be as interested in and for the spread of this same
Gospel as thosc placed in frent of the runks?  And
why should not the masses of Christians have as truly
a missionary spirit as thosc who enter the mission
ficld as laborers?—JAlacedonian.

i

Two Drops of Oil,

A lover of Jesus gathered many into the Sunday-
school “from the broad highways.,” After the day’s
duties were done many thronged to him for advice
and relief of one kind and another.

Among them came a sin-hardened youth, not for
vesture or encouragement, but for relief from a pain-
ful wound he had received in a street revel, and
which, from neglect, was growing serious. The kind
mai gently poured two drops of oil on the surface of
the wound. The pain subsided. The wound was
finally healed.

The wild boy never forgot the act. e could not
dismiss the thoughts it occasioned. That small act
of kindness was the mcans of leading him to Jesus,
the great Physician, and to-day that boy stands as an
ambassador of Jesus Christ. )

Are there not comforting words for you to speak?
Can you not pour oil on some wounded spirit? Or
can you not lead some soul to the balm of Gilead?
Now is the time to doit! Do it—Sunday School

Times.

Tz amount contributed in 1866 to the support of
the gospel by native Christians coanccted with the
i missions of the American Board was over $40,(i00 I:n
gold, an eighth part as much as was given by al Wo?‘
contribute.through the Board to advance the c(::\ustegcW
forcign missions, and by men and wemen but a

years out of the darkness of heathenism or thc‘(zsg_‘,:
S
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sionary spirit in the church, “That except hereand -
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