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IX.—They were sustained in the same way.:
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whieh came from Macedonia supplied.” Dr. Gill.

The Apostles were sustained alse by the clmmhes.i
“The brethren which came from Macedonia,” &e.
“DMeaning either Silas or Timotheus who came from
Maeedonia, while he was at Corinth, (Acts xviii. 5,)
who might bring him a supply out of these parts, or
else some that belenged to the churches of Mecedo-
nia, particularly the Philipians, who frequently com-

" municated to him and sent him presents.”” Dr. Gill.

Now let us look at the support furnished Paul by
the Philipians, 4th chapter, 10, 14-18 verses, “But [

i

care of me hath flourithed again, wherein ye were
also careful but ye lacked opportunity. Notwith-
standing that ye have done well that ye did commu-
nieate with my affliction. Now, ye Philipians, know
also that ir the beginning of the gospel when I depart-
ed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me
a8 concerning giving and receiving butye only. For
even in Thessalonica ye sent unce and again unto my
necessity. Not that I desire a gift, but I desird fruit
that may abound to your account. I am full, having
received from Epaphroditus the things, &e.”

“ But he lacked opportunity.” The cpistle to the
Philipians was written when Paul was at Rome, some
1,000 or 1,200 miles distant. Hence it was difficult to
convey him means of support.

“Communicate with my afiliction,” 14th verse,
“He was in prison and penury; the Philipians com-
muaicate with him in it by sending their ‘minister to
visit him with a present for his relief.and support.
Dr. Gill.

¢ For even in Thessalonica,” &e. 16, “In hLis use
and service to support him while therd,” &e.  “They
sent frequently,” &e. Dr. Gill. .

I desire that fruit may abound toyour aceount,”
verse17.  “ His great desire was to see fruits of right-
cousness grow upon them, by which sometimes are
meant acts of beneficence, as in 2 Cor. ix: 10, and
that these might be abundant and turn to their profit
and advantage as fruit does. His view was that the
balance might be on their side and that much might
be received by them; so it was not for himself, but}

=their encouragement and future good.” Dr. Gill.

“ IHaving received of Epaphroditus,” &e., verse 18.
“Which he acknowledged, and that the character of

i

w man might stand .cleer,. whe- had -been-en-| > . P
i pusted with this affair,”—Ibid. That is, Paul re-|and preaching efficiency, the greater value shonld be

cords the reception of “the things,” whether it was
money, or clothes, or provisions or what not, as the

Epaphroditus might not be called a speeulator; or
that the withering sarcasm of the present day, “We
don’t know where so much money gdes,” might not
be applied to the bearer of the Philipian contribu-
tion. :

. Dr. Gill has been quoted largely in proof that the
churches sustained their missionaries.in iprimitive
times, because he has not, as most modern missiona-
ries and their friends have been charged with heresy;
nor can he be considered as being carried away with
“1iew notions.”

“The things,” 18th verse. What were they?
Epaphroditus must have carried “things” which Paul
needed, or that which would purchase “them; they]
were the representative of money. .

Let us review the facts; Paul is at Corinth, 2 Cor.
xi: 9. Actsxviii: 1-11, and is furnished with means

" of sustenance, propably by Silas and Timetheus, who

were come from Macedonia, Acts xviii: 5. “That
whieh wns lacking,” after all the proceeds of tent-
making were exhausted, “the brethren which came
from Macedonia supplied,”—2 Cor. xi:-9.
" Again; Panl is at Rome, Acts xxviii: 16. “It,”
this epistle, was written to the Philipians from Rome
by Epaphroditus,” end of 4th chapter Philipians.
“Your;, care hath flourished again,” Epaphroditus
had brouglit him -means of support, having traveled
over 1,000 milis—this-® the sceond instance.~—Phil.
iv: 10-18. "=

“In the beginning .of the Gospel,” PhLil. iv: 15.
“Soen as the godpel was preached to them they showed
a grateful.and obedientspirit,” (see Acts xvi: 12-40,

.“not only -while de-was-with them (the Phili‘pians%

- communicated to him, but when--he-was gone
from them.” Dr, Giil. ‘This'is the third instance of

sustenance being supplied. h

“In Theseslonica ye gent once and agnin,” verse
16:- “Once and ngain twice-atleast; Dr. Gill says
“frequently.” Thesegre the fourth and fifth in-
stances. PR 4 . - -

If in the mouth of ajghdr two witnesses every wordl
is established, five raeokx *contributions to Paulin

-his missionary labors are-deemed sufficient proof for
our pusition, viz: thatthe Apostles were sustained by
contributions.

Modern missionaries are supported in the same way.
Churchies now select and sustzin certnin men who
have gone to Inbor in heathen Jands. Several in
Georgiz sent directly to Messrs. Stevens and Simons
with whom they were acquainted. Their acknowl-
edgements are quite similar fﬁei}xose of Paal, and for
the same purposes, to show the agents in transferrin
“#the thingé',” have acted faithi o
ful for thie bax of clothing you sent us—the crockery
was just suchas we needed-—the bill of exchange on
A. & B. has béden horored,” &, ig the form of ac-
knowledgmenis by our missionary brethren in Bur-

» mah, China or Zfrica. There is more‘*’sy:z‘t'ctnx‘ per-
“hapr new than in Paal's day, hut not one-hitndredth

| tiqned by Paul's-conduet.
it}:!é!chapter Jast gited is o compliment to the churches

Primitive and dlodern | nia, who were willing “beyond their pow-
222 -owm T, él‘w 4

The prectice of publithing donations is fully Ranc-

je paints{“thia 4l chapter to the Philipians,

the cross.

Misstonarios of the present day %et a bare aupport.
Carey labored some eight years in the factories among
the Hindoos, and learned their language. It isa
genewn! regulation that no one_shall enjoy alone the
proceeds of his lubor—all is thrown into a coinmon
stock, from which the concern, with what is received

The first four verses of

the exercise of the ministerial offiec.” Therefore I

would say that—- o = ]
Fifthly. There should be the concurrent testimony

of ‘wige friends.

2

our own case, eepecially when our desires are strox:g)y
in favor of a particular course. But if wise, kind,
conscientious friends, who have opportunities of judg-
ing of the character and talents of the agpirant, con-

go forward.

Let those who lenow the bréthér]

is little clse than an encomium on the liberality offwell, counsel him faithfully. We are bad judges in
that benevolent church towards the inissionaries of

sider that he is qualified for the ministry, then let him

Finally. Opportunity to exercise the ministry con-

Fivin sich protracted meditation wé
Tous action. )

lOﬂE fl T FOpe.

P s o et f(WA L At )
Response from.an Aged Brother.

The following letter has been received in rply .
the application sent out mdre thana year ago. Ho.
many more will do as our brother. The same amcun-
from eaclr onesto wwhom the appeal was madce wey
entirely relieve us from our straits, Who wil] e
pon&. Send by express, in pgst-office order o,
Charlesion, S. C., &éﬁﬂih. cashidin aregistered ot

ter by mail.

il

from abroad, is supported.

N Lnxmmﬁ ’,;Iil.’('ia,"i!ug. 6th, 144,
Rev. Jayes . Bovyce: )
Your kind letter of August 10th, 1867, came 1.
band by due course of mail, and its contents have bheo
considered. Like you of South-Caro

firms the call to it. The call of & church to become’
its pastor is the best outward ratification of the inward
call of God. All may be summed up under theee
three essentials—desire, ability, opportunity. A pure
desire thus to serve God, the possession of the neces-
sary ability, the opportunity afforded by Providence
'and in the desire of the church to accept our service—
these three are o sufficient warrant for the hope that
we are called of God te the ministry.

gmtﬂgsm gapﬁst @Igw!agzmi smng :
: s na, weor Mi. |
SrEENvaErEe E o souri have had our troubles. In my seventysiyg,
year, I wus robbed of all my personal property .,
cept a few necessaries, being ve fifteen thoisay
dollars. Having a large number of grand-childre
looking to me for assistance I consequentlr have ).,
little surplus means. I have read your letter wig
interest several times and wished your institution weli
Please tind enclosed five dollars, - -
: - Yours v,

TioMas CALLAWAY, @ 78/ jyar,

. - If this were the only cause—I eould.

So sdy many persous when nsked to pive. (.
fortupately the most make this an excuse and gix
nothing to any cause. But zome ave hove-t al-
Let all such consider whether they cught to v -
one cause only. However small the amount
usually suseeptible of divisien. - Bat if such pueras
canmot. divide rather than give nothing let them (|-
any one of the great objects in which we are at v »,
and make that the only cause. Giveto allif powil
but if not, neglect not all: Make some one the on,
cause. Select that one in any .way you choos, -
* Joan hardly fail to give to a goud;ebject.

B =3 e
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Pastors and Preachors.

The oontinued and permanent prosperity of =a
church requires that Le who ministers to it should
combine pastoral and preaching efticioncy. The de-
mand of our churches should not be for good piutors
merely, nor for good preachers merely. He who pos-
sesses only pastoral qualifications and cfliciency may
succeed for a while, but will not be able to sustain
himself very long. Iie may and will do a great deal
of good by his mere pastoral work. His church will
love him and honor him as a faithful pastor. But at
the same time their continued prosperity demands,
and they and his congregation require that he possess
efficiency as a preacher also. By diligent and labo-
rious study he must keep abreust of the times, and be
able to bring forth “things new,” and “old” things
in a new and fresh way., Without this, his congrega-
tion, though loving him as a man, after a shorter or
longer time will begin to dwindle, and his church to
think of the propriety and necessity of a change. It
is mo less true, on the other hand, that.he who pos-
sestes only preaching qualifications and efficiency will
accowplish only temporary success. By his deficiency
in pastoral work he will fail in thie.important parti-
cular of attaching his church to him. There will not
be tliat nearness, and that sympathy and warm Chris-
tian communion and affection which it is indispensa-
ble should exigt between preacher and people. His
church and congregation may admire him as s
preacher, and always listen with lively interest to his
faithful instructions from the pulpit. But, notwith-
standing, they will become sensible after a while that
they are not advancing, but retrograding, for the want
of adequate pastoral work, and though reluctantly
and painfully, will yet, as in the other case, begin to
thinlk of the necessity of a change.

The Minister’s Example. - - .

Ezra, vii. 10: “For Ezra. had prepared his heart
to seck the law of the Lord, and o do it, and to teach
in Tsracl statutes and judgments.” To seek—to do—
to teach. - . s

1 Tim.’iv. 12: “Be thou an example of the be-
lievers, in word, in deportmént; in love, in faith, in
purity.” ‘ .

Titus, ii. 7: “In all things showing thyself a pat-
tern of good works.” ‘Ilic connection shows that a
comparatively young pastor is herc exhorted to setan
example fo the younger brethren. ’ :

1 Pet. v. 3: “ Being examples to-the flock.”

-Hear Chaucer’s description: Cow

«But Cristes lore, and his apostles iwelve,
e taughbt, but first he folwed it himselve.”

And Goldsmith’s: e

« Bat in his duty prompt at cvery eall,. .
He watched and wept, he prayed and felt for all;
And, as a bird enéh fond endearment tries -

To tempt its ttew-fledged offspring to the skies,
He tried each art, reproved each dall delay,
Allured, to brighter worlds, and led the way.?

- e

. Remittarees,
" Remittarices elther of “enations, or payments on bonds, m
. |be sont to Jaies P. Boyce, Greeamviile, 8. C., in a post-off .
order upon Charleston, S. C.; or & draft on New York, or hy «
press, or by mail in a registeted letter, if poesible.
B Jauss P. Boxcr, Treicur.

The Contribution at the Convention at Baltimere.

The idea has gone forth that at Baltimore the
Seminary was put upon a firm basis, It is a mistake,
and we fear has led to the falling off in our receipts,
under which we are now suffering. .\ plan was there
started te secure one- hundred persons to give one
hundred dollars each for five yecars, and a large num-
ber gave bonds to that cffect. But the condition of
those bonds was that none should be binding until
eighty had been secured. Ere this reaches the eyes

Kentucky Baptists.

Rev. J. 8. Coleman, in 2 recent sermon said: Th¢ pr.:
number of Baptiste in Kentucky is about 100,000. Numh.:
churches, 1,000. Average memdbership, 100. Numb.- o°
dained ministers, 500. Licentiates, about 500. We¢ are -
cating more yoanyg ministers than all other depomin.
together. We have two endewed colleges—Georgetown t
at (}eo:getown, and Bethe:-Luilege, at Russelfville. 1o Th
logical departments, between twenty-five and thirty acalc: -
mad high schools; fifty district associasions; largest associan 3
Elkhorn; secend in size, Bethel; one weekly paper the W

. s fve 1 of o ead the 1st.of November wi Recorder, at Louisville; nbout 1,060 -aceessions to our chur.
I wo sstimate the, comprative valte o oF ot sl th 1ot of Novembes will havs come, |5 il St b Sttt o |
on whith the first instalment of the bond 'would have|number sny pther single denomination, inclading therr ! - 3

Our membership is equal to all other denominations 117, - E
gether, if we count only their professers, and omit ' . ..
and seekers. More ministers and laymen are leav.ng othrr
uominations and coming to us than are geing to ail oine-
nominations together from the different denominations<
have been called ‘‘eeclesiastical sheep thieves.” The spi.
himself baptized over one hundred from, other denomin.i i
lagt year, fifty of whom were from the Methodistz. Our n-
ters are Lboth mere numerous, and more intelligent than ihe
isters of any other denomination.—Era. ,

been due. But we have not the eighty ; with all the
efforts possible we have as yet failed. Lately, the
Treasurer has been sending blank bonds to such as it
was hoped might help. He has accompanied them
by subscription lists, so that the party giving the bond
might secure from others pledges in due form upon
which he might rely for help. In this way it is in
the power of many a person to contribute such a bond,
who could not give it relying on themselves alone, or
on others with an uncertainty as to what they might
do. As the instalments falling due after death are
not to be paid, and as each one whe gives may collect
a part, or the whole, from others, the bond might be

given to thie latter. The public proclamation of the
gospel is the great instrumentality for carrying for-
ward the Saviour’s work. It has pleased God to save
men by preaching. And if a minister of the gospel
must be deficient in the one or the other; let him most
earnestly seek net to be deficient as & preacher. But
how important that o minister should give all dili-
gence to combine, as fur as possible, both thése cle-
ments’ of success, andnot' rely ‘upon either to .the
neglect of. the otlier. *"" '

Ougr ehurches need zome eystematic plan of raising fun:
support the cause, and send the gospel where itisnor. ¥-.r
ly the charchee through the country have raised money by -
scriptions. In this way, s Ia ty of thé mem!. -
every church, as a general rule, have contributed nothice v+
ever to its suppert. There was-s time when & few m«
could give a large smount, and aéarcely feel it, grd thi : '
up the neceseitics of the churches. Now, cirgumstsnc. . |
changed, and it becomes necessary that evesy

i A i

R ; Fer the II;vme and !‘o;eis:n Jnn!"mL
What is a Call to the Ministry?

H . oyye . membir - 3

Newman Hall, the author of “Come to Jesus,” has | given by any who will be willing to do = little col- f}"x‘:ﬁé’; “c‘(’)';)““‘i::t‘i‘;‘t‘; “*“;vo‘b“‘ b“‘d d; somethlyy f;)r the 3

in hi g, | ork can e made, give ssal . 1
in his recent volume of sermons, (New York, Shelden give ouc

lecting for the Seminary. Are thefe not many who

have not been written to, who can help us? If so,

let them write the Treasurer at Greenville, S, C., and

the proper blanks will be sent. It seems to us that

the pestor‘of .any charcly, or any aetive brother in a]®xcused, and soon tiie poverty of the chiurches th an
pas Y 2 Y rotlier in a waste country will be made ttfsboud to the r?che?:tgi:.w '

dommunity of Baptist.s, could give such a bond, and [eritty. Besure thatthe contributiors bé mads frequent .
collect the amounts with ease. - - S b

only requires that we give as he has prospered us.
more and nothing less. The prosperity esjoyed, is to i«
measure by which contributions are to be made. Ever .
ought to go to work, and adopt some plan of ‘cyatemati
butions, ard try to adopt such a plan as will reach and .
every member of the charch. Let none but the really .

& Co.) an Address to Theological Students, which he
delivered at Andover and Princeton. In the course
of this address, he makes a good statement as to whst
constitutes and proves a call to the ministry, and this
statement we abridge, with some slight alterations.

First. There must be true conversion.

Secondly. ‘There should be an earnest ‘desire to
make known the trath to others. This desire to be
useful to others_is an elenient in all real piety. But
in those who are “called” to the ministry, we look
for this desire in a very strong and abiding degree.
Such a person is anwieus to do good. The condition
of sintiers is a grief to iim. He longs to make known
Christ to perishing souls. . .

"Thirdly. This desire will be indicated in appropri-
ate actions. The perzon thus ealled-will ba “moved”
by the Spirit to do what he can.- He will not wait
to be invested with the outward signs of office, *Un-
consciously he will begin his ministry before he thinks
it is ministry. His hand will find te do what his
heart prompts him te do, and he will do it “with his
might.” In some way—by tract distribution, by

B IR

* Pavrr did not simply pray that somebody might bri:
cloak to keep him warm the ensuing vn’gwr, %ut he =
Timothy to bring the one he Hid left at Troas witl ¢
Whea he thought of the poor saints at Jerusalem, he o -
prayed very carnestly that the Lord would sapply the:r
But he did not sit still at Ephesus, praying and doing -
He worked hard to get up a collection, among ali th~
Withic reach. He gave command for a regular gystem
tribution in Galatia and Cotinth. He sent an agent to ("
once and again, a.d labored himself as a collector in M. .
His second epistle to the Corinthians contained so muw )
nest pleading for the collection, that we may be very oo, -
of the grumblers at Corinth said it was “entirely too ir.v+ . .
moneﬁy," That contribifion »uuld reiicve:the need:
benefit the givers, would help to prevent the threatenin ;-
between Gentile and Jewish churches. So s aposilc -
every merve to make it general and liberal; and the .-
word of God contains one of the most impassioned apire
money ever written.—J. 4. Broadus.

) }golp from a Brother at the North.

At Baltimore a brother from New Jersey made a
cash contribution, promising te do more. Since then
he hes forwarded enough in cash to pay a five hun-
dred dollar bond in full. There are not many among
us who can emulate this noble example, and pay the
moncy down and from their own funds; but there
are many whoe can give us a bond of five hundred
dollars,. and by a little activity coliect one hundred
dollars now, and the same anmobunt each subsequent
November, until the whole amount is paid. God de-
mands 6§ n&that we con do, not” what we .canriot,
Men,of God who believe this a good werk, help us
in this matter.- :

N S A it e~ SIETE

Treat it with Silent Coﬁtempt.

) e
k. RBev. W. W. Kzxr comumanicates‘the following to on
txchanges. A esad tale—a geod man, snd dajog gooﬁ-

I came to Florida to save my life. I felt compe
preach, and well knowing my danger, I deliberately res i

‘Sabbath-school teaching, by quiet words of eemfort
or remonstrance to his companions, or {0 strangers
whom he inay casually meet—he will indicate this
) mllo - .

 Fourthly. Where it is a call, not simply to ugeful-
ness—for all Christinns should have this—but to the
minjsterial office, there will be the possession of the
requisite gifts. God calls no onc to an office for

ully. % Weare thank- |

which he is not qualified. A bighop must be “apt to
jteach” The aptitade required in oue actually en-
{gaged in the work, is not to be expected in one who
{is only preparing for it; but there are -nataral gifts
gwhich must exist in order to be cultivated. Ifany
' voung men, with -pure metives, have entered on the
sansary and

RN 3
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A good sister in Kentucky told the Treasurer of
the Seminary during the last suminer, that a friend ad-
vieed her to treat with silent conterapt the letter she
bad reccived applying for sid. And there are many
such who have given this advice or many who have
acted as though they had received it. We regret to
say that many of the letters have met only with si-
lence; but we trust only a few with contempt. Can

meditating what to do. If co we hope they will act
soon.  We must have help at an carly dry. During
the thirty days immediately preceding the preporation
of this article, but ten dollars haye keen.paid into
the treasury from any <ouree, Leot.tlisilendwbe bre-

sit bie true that the persons who received them are stitl

concentrate all my feeble streagth ou this one work. H.* -
in Florida, north of which I could have no hope of mo- ¢
two or three years at most, I have been at times 50 L w. 11
weeks 1 hx‘:&j_jeen kept in my room and bed. My disco.e
kept up chiefiy by preeching, by mestal effort, and spem 1/ -
ties of the mind, atta@deat wpon thé impossibBity of getiins
per food, beeause the little sa'ary (sbout $560,) due me fren
thurch bere and the Domestic Mission Board, cannot ic -
1 bave been pastor here nearly two years.

ARA A .

Good Meeting at Batesviile,

Eldare N. ¥. Lea and N. P. Moore have recently held a me
ing at Hateaville, Ark., atiended with a powerful cutpourine
the spirit.. Ia » recent private letter they say:

“We bavebad anost glorious meeting—over forty «c
siony and sewe forty sdditions to the churcbh—the greai -
vivai, it is sxid, the place has ever expesienced.”

There hiss betn no timie sincé my wcquaintance wir’
kehurches in-A ‘that théy havs Ster’ 86 much blescor

ke, Lat the ansiyers: ¢Otiie: The henet - has Botn
A e - L SR .o

*ae

g i

baili up as withiu sheipast ., Oh, shat God would msh. ¢
ore agiive aud enchest sz % i his yiueyard.
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THE HOME AND FOREIGN JOURNAL.
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RICHIMOND, VA.

[

gev. JAS. B. TAYLOR,

i

Cor. Secretary.

The Journal.
New subscribers s:ill come in, but too slowly. We
‘ ;('vef)' reader to make. an carnest endeavor to in-
::c-e the number; If this is done, the paper will be
. f.sustainings and will do vast good.
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A Reason for Taking the Journal,

prother Wni. T. Broaddus, in. m:ging the claims of

Townal at the Shiloh As.socmtlon, prcscx.xted asa
«on, that it was g0 cheap, it could be obtained and
1 by many who were unable* to preeure another

T,

A Worthy Example

we kave just reccived from a brother, whom we
¢ not, beeause it will be objected to by him, the
1 of five hundred dollars for the mission cause.

almost determined not to apply to him for aid,
e knew the house with which he is connected had
-sined a loss of many thousands of dollars. This
et was not to be prevented from the enjoyment
- precious privilege on account of his losses, but,
pptly sent his check for the above-named sum. !
“Tow weldom is this spirit evinced! If losses are
~.ined, they are usually made to bear on the Lord’s
.. If retrenchment be nteessary, the Tord’s
u must first feel it. A1l the clamors of selfish-
. are heard and heeded, while the interests of the
jeemer’s kingdom are left to languish. In such a
. where i= the evidence of love to Jesus?

“The Lord’s koney.”

{ cood brother of Geéorgia, sending us five dollars,
o< that he takes pleasure in sending us a portion
‘e “Lord’s money.”  So David, in giving to the,
o of religion, thanks God for the opportunity,
wiming, “Of thine own bave we given thee.”
« manv of our readers have some of the Lord’s
nev to .appmpriate to Foreign Missions?

J R il

Reinforcements.

Ve must reinforce our missions. Not to do this,
" he to recede in our work. Those in the field
wt always live, and when they fail, the mission
a0t be sustained.
Rat how can we properly ask brethren to go for us
acse mission stations without adequate means and
prospect of continued support? The churches
-+ it in their power, if all will contribute “as God
1 prospered,” to treble the number of missionaries
acathen lands.
Will not the lovers of Jesus enable us to send our|
ther Reid to Africa, and two others to China? g
A Plain Case. ;
tize of our most judicious brethren writes: “I do
“ perceive that our wives and daughters dress less
wnsively than they did before the war, or that we

=l v ourselves any of our usual personal indul-
E:  ees,”

Sut how is it with respect to the cause of our Re-
) mer in foreign lands? ! Let our treasury answer.

» contributions in this line have diminished by

re than one hundred per cent. This ought not to
Shall the followers of the self-denying Jesus suf-
their retrenchments to begin with his cause? We
~rious thought on this question.

B e e I

Sunday-school Contributions.

We are still receiving liberal contributions from
" uday-schools.  The good beginning of Brother A. !
Crane, of the Seventh church, Baltimore, whose
ol 50 nobly came to our aid, is baving its influ-

We ask superintendents and {eachers to train
‘¢ under their care to habits of sympathy for the!
“en, and of self-denial in contributing for this

"‘l-‘- We hope to receive many donations from
dren,

Rl

The Isles Shall Wait for his Law.

:'I keionaries landed on the island of Samoa in 1836,
i ' 10w such have been the results of the gospel as

"ied to the people, that heathenism and heathen
; “tices have passed away. The entire Bible has
translated into their language, and more than onc-
" of the population can read it.

,“About 5,000 of the adults are united in church
1 "“‘h.lp_, and some 4,000 more, candidates for the
*“privilege.  More than 200 of the male members
p preachers of the gospel to iheir fellow islanders,
' Many hz’xve gone as pioneer missionaries to distant
.P~and jslands, where they have been instrumen-
W pianting the gospel. Native contributions are
( e innually for the support of the native teachers,
- "Iting in Jocal value to about £2,000; and for

past £1,000 per annum in cash has been

|

e vears

?ﬁtt‘bﬂml towards the funds of the Society which
; W;otr}x“;'m their missionaries. A large training in-
Ebirmtion ’;‘I"Preparmg a native pastorate .has been in
Py wenty-two years. The work in all these
r&ulz?nsplgd'anqg and advancing, and besides
e gospel 2 civilization has attended the progress of
ire T:h » and now the people, who had no commerce
age gy 0‘0) gospel was introduced, have an export
£430 000 coa-nut oil and cotton of some £40,000 cr

Per anpum.”

i .
praisc that the Lord was present then. The truth of

yof success, than was doing before, under discourage-

. 1is this?

God is Working through His Servants. ‘

] The following is from the Secretary of the Ainer-
ican Baptist Missionary Union, at tue funcral of the
devoted Missionary, Mr. Thomas, of the Burman
Mission: K

Heaven, hell, man’s lost
Christ, the Holy Ghost,—these all had a Divine sig-
nificancy—a Divine power with him. They did not.
come and £0, & week, a month ata time; they seemed
fohave their very dwelling-place in his heart of hearts.
He lived in an unbroken revival of religion. Every
Year saw converts; every month inquirers; every day,

[

condition, the Gospel of |

God lived in his beart, burned in his heart. Every
letter to the Rooms would say to us, as if it was a
new thought, just conceived, “ Now, brother, pray for
the descent of the Holy Spirit.” And so he went
on, bowing himself down in prayer and turned aside
by no obstacle, and Ged worked with him. Shall
we build 2 monument to his memory?  Sixty church-
cs, sixty native preachers, and two thousand members
are his monument already ecrected. How do the
learned volumes written in defence of Christianity
pale before his work as lie went out into the dense
darkness and degradation of heathenism, and amid
this darkness and degradation gathered these churches
of new men in Christ Jesus, This is argument that
no logic can refute. Glory be to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Ghost for this life so com-
pleted, so rounded out, a holocaust, a whole burnt
offering—one life-long sacrifice!

PEV O

Rising to the Emergency.

Are the churches rising to the emergency into which
God in his Providence is throwing the work of mis-
sions. This is the inquiry suggested by the London
issionary Chronicle. It says:

Forn. 'rly the complaint was that we labored in
vain, The heavens seemed as brass to our prayers
for the conversion of the heathen, and the carth seemed
as iron under the sowing of the Word. Now it is
not so. It is manifestly otherwise. The fields are
white unto the harvest.  But where are the laborers?

There is not much more doing now, with these tokens

ment. The missions of many of our churches have
been standing still. The men sent out have more
than they can do. Their hands are full +with the con-
gregations already gathered, and who shall go forth
to gather in the waste places around them? And how
It is the lack of knowledge; Christian men
and congregations here, not knowing what is being
done, not hearing the calls for help, not secing the
need of new exertion. Itis the lack of faith; men
and congregations not having reliance on God’s sim-
ple Word as able to save, on the power of the Cross
to deliver the perishing souls of heathen men—not
feeling its power themselves, and not believing in its
power on others. It is the lack of inferest; men
having little or no concern in what they hear of heath-
en lands and of the work of Christ therein, having
no wish that idols should be abolished, and souls
brought to know Jesus Christ, it being all 2 matter for
which many care nothing at all! Let these men an-
swer for it as they may; let them think how they
will meet Jesus Christ face to face and answer for it

en. But let all Christian men lay it to heart as
their own solemn duty, that they must help this cause
of Christ.

B e

The Success of IMissions.
God is Dlessing his work in heathen lands.
writes one familiar with the work: )
I hesitate not to say that, comparing the mission
field with our field at home, there seems more evi-
dence of God’s Spirit and power there than here;
more visible conversions, more marked changes in a
district, more tokens of spiritual success.

Thus
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A Great Work before us.

Prophecy being true, the churches of Jesus have
before them a great work. They are to sce glorious
results flowing from their endeavors. We have been
called to labor. Thus labor has been scanty.. We
have sent out an altogether incompetent number of
missionarice. We have waited for the frnit, in the

language of auother:

‘Wondering what can cause the delay; but when it
does begin, how speedily it does its work! . . So
has it been, and so probably it will be, with the cause
of missions. We have been sceing the scaffolding. It
has been a work of great labor, patience, and expense.
But the work, itself, the work within, is rising, and will
rise fasterevery year—the work of thespiritual temple,
the worls that shall last forever.  And the more success |
abroad, remember, the more support will be needed
at home! The more converts, the more missionaries,
the more native congregations, the more churches will
be needed. And the help which will come from the
new-born liberality of native converts will not, for a
season, be in proportion to the demand. T.et Chris-
tian men think of this, and let them be prepared to
follow when Christ leads. If He give His Holy
Spirit to bless the work, let the churches enter in to
occupy the field.

A P S AP R At

Work and Trials of the Missionaries.

The Macedonian and Home Mission Iecord con-
tains a valuable article on the qualifications of a mis-
sionary, from onc in heathen lands. 'We cull the fol-

lowing extract:

Preaching to heathen assemblies must be, for the
most part, colloquial. Question apd answer rapidly.
succeed each other. Convictions common to all na-
tions,—felt guilt, desert of punishment,and an atone-
ment for sins of some sort, a heaven for the righteous,
a hell for the wicked, and a judgment, to come,—
these lie in the minds of the audience, not dormant,
but potent and alive. A patient hearing for a half
hour is often followed by a strifc of words and tongues
of hours® continuance. ~“That book iyou read to us,
—what and whose is it? "Why obey “its teachings?”
Every word of reply will be scanned, twisted, and, if
possible, obscured. Xvery doctrine and sentiment

advanced will be treated in like manner. A. false
premise is sure of detection; and though rhetoric may
please for the moment, its. flowers may wither, and

become as stubble in the fire, by the touch of that
genius that lives in its own creations of a thousand
years,

Every man in that auditory is in a sense an enemy
to the “Teaclier,” and always an antagonist. The in-
trinsic value of much-loved Christian truths, is now
pur to the severest test. The calm and placid brown
Hindu face betrays no anxiety about the issue. The
work is that of an anatomist;—the nerves are steady
and the instrument is sharp. ~ The partial admissions
of truths which to the speaker may have all the force
of axioms, chill, and sometimes almost destroy belief
in thesame. The mind of the preacher must be ready
furnished, quick, clear, and tenacious in its grip of
the subject under discussion; or the cross-examina-
tion, not by one, but many, will prove more severe
than that of the conrt-rooni, cause confusion, and de-
feat the end sought. Tt is preaching extempore, and
that not before a gilent, trusting audience, but one
ready to cavil, aud in.which may be men of large in-
telligence, wealth, and personal influence.  The mild-

est form of attack upon heathenism is vital; and,

as these? ¢Why,” said he, ‘we must send them, of = #

course, and we must raise the money at once.’

“I told him that even if no more money were
raised, they need not be detained for want of it, as the
six hundred odd rupees just given in by the churches
for missionary purposes were ample for the purpose.
¢That indeed,” he replicd. ¢But as for me I want to
do something special, more than that, in answer to
this special call’

“By that time quite a group had gathercd around.
X will put down my name for five rupees.” ‘AndI,
for three,” said another voice. ¢And I, two rupees,’
cried another. I immediately sat down upon the
ground in the midst of them and took down their
names, and in a few minutes found that we had raised
a special fund for these young men of Rs. G53.

“T am happy to say, the young men have been
sent forth, two and two, and are now laboring at im-
portant points in the district, cspeeially the northern
part of it, among the heathen,”

: Wl’or tll::}’i;;;;nd Foreizn Journal.
For Jesus.

When I was in St. Louis, a few weeks ago, I saw
in the basement of the Fourth Baptist church, some-
thing hung on the wall behind the pulpit, that I did

whether you will or no, is barbed, and thrusts when | not understand at first. Being ncar-sighted, I could

you would soothe to compliance. Patience and holy
zeal for God and truth must have their perfect work.

The disposition passes an ordeal scldom known in a,

Christian land.

Heathenism.
Says a missionary:

- The mind and soul of heathenism seems to us but
2 vast temple in ruins, (like those we meet sometimes
in India,) with its pillars and broken walls of flinty
hardness, besmeared with the accumulated dust and
filth of ages of wrong and crime,—its every broken
arch, its roofless corridors and piazzas, blackened and
scarred as if by the anger of God, who left the heath-
en because they first left IIim., To rebuild, yes,
beautify a temple of such vast proportions from the
fallen debris, nothing but the sublimity of the relig-
ion of Jesus, as embodied in I1is last great command,
and in the glory of the- cross, could stimulate the
church of Christ even to attempt such a work, in the
person of one or many of her sons.

e~

The Cost of Intemperance.

We pay 500,000,000 dollars aunually, for what?
To make men drunkards, and then we have to spend
another item of hundreds of millions for jails and
asylums to take care of the eriminals and paupers
that arc made by the first 500,000,000 dollars.

This statement is made by an exchange. All ad-
mit its truthfulness. And yet, to send out the heal-
ing streams of salvation to dying millions, involving
the contribution of a few thousand dollars, is regarded
by many professing Christians as a needless waste.

Chinesc Schools of Philosophy.

- To enter these 2 respectable examination must be
passed in the writings of Confucius, and the child
able, without the aid of books, to write a creditable
essay. After three years in this school, if he can pass
the required examination, he is advanced to the de-
gree of Master of Arts, which entitles him to hold
office. Offices in China are conferred for real or sup-
posed literary merit. The books are all published in
the same style, and are read with case throughout the
empire, though the colloquial dialects are so different
that inbabitants of different sections cannot under-
stand each other in conversation. The dialects are
very numerous. 'The Doctor, in order to illustrate
the cuphony of the language, repeated the Lord’s
Prayer in the Shanghai dialect, There is no publie
provision made for education in China. Wealthy
men sometimes sustain free schools, and are benefac-
tors of their race. Some mathematical works were
translated by Jesuits—among them Euclid. The
Chinese language is read backward as in Hebrew.
The signs are all angular. The art of printing has
been in China for at least one thousand years. They
have no moveable types. Their method of printing
is by stercotyping or carving characters upon blocks
of wood. The Chinese authorities have of late en-
couraged schools of the English language, and mis-
sionaries have Dbeen employed at government expense
to teach young men designed to be employed as in-
terpreters.—Dr. Taylor.

The Missionary Spirit.

Among the Karens a flourishing Seminary is in
operation for the education of the native preachers,
such as are believed to be called of God to the work.
The following from a letter of Mr. Smith, one of the
missionaries, evinces the spirit of these young men:

¢ After the congregation was dismissed on the Sab-
bath P. ML, we still lingered in the mandat where the
dying love of the Redeemer had just been celebrated,
reluctant to leave the conscerated spot. I immediately
sought out Shway Lay, referred to above, and his
companions, seven or cight in number, all of whom
had come up from the Seminary in Rangoon on their
way to their homes for the vacation. I asked Shway
Lay if the sad news of his mother’s death reached
him before he left Rangoon. He replied in the affirm-
ative. I referred to the bitterness of the dispensa~

tion, intending to follow with such consolation as|

might be appropriate.  He at once interrupted, a sad:
smile breaking over his countenance. ‘No matter
now, teacher; she has gone home before us, and we
would not call her back” T asked him what he was
now intending to do.during his vacation. Did he
wish to go to his village, to spend the two or three
months there? He expressed himself as desirous ra-
ther of being sent anywhere the tcachers might ap-
point, to preach among the heathen. His companions,
with one or two exceptions, had already intimated to
me their own desire in this direction; and one of the
ordained Karen pastors just at that moment passing

by, I arrested his attention and gaid, ¢Just look here, |,

brother; seewhat spirit is' engendered and fostered
in the Seminary in Rangoon! Here are these young
men; they have been absent from their homes for the
last nine months and none of them wish to go back,
except it be for a visit of a day or two, but are rather
asking to be sent here and there, preaching among

not quite make it out. It looked like a large card
marked over with cross lines, and some words at the
top.

l\‘Vllen I went closer, after the meeting was over, T
saw that it was a map of that part of the city in which
this church is located, and that the motto at the top
was—“Tor Jesus.” IEach square had a number on
it, and that number indicated the brother or sister’
who had agreed to take that part of the field in charge,
and to try to cultivate it. And the motto over the
whole was meant to claim the whole field “for Jesus,”
and to pledge this band of Christian workers to en-
deavor to win it “for Jesus.”

Since I left there, I have scen that map, and its
motto a good many times in my thoughts.
been thinking that it would be a good motto for us
all to write over the map of our town or ncighbor-
hood, a good one for us to apply to the picture of the
world. O, to be able to do something to win it from
all its darkness, and crror, and hate, and sin—*for
Jesus.”

But specially, I have been thinking that it would
be a good motto for every one to endeavor to affix to
himself.

Who are you for? is a question that, in these clec-
tion excitements, will be often asked and answered.
Oh, that every professed servant of Jesus was pre-
pared to understand, and willing to carry out in full,
all that is included in the obligation to be “for
Jesus.”

Cr, as some precious thing, selected and laid aside
for a dear friend, wiil sometimes be inscribed with his
name, and put carefully in some suitable place till he
comes, o0 should we write on all our best powers and
noblest energics the consecrating motto, “for Jesus,”
and not consent to any perversion or transfercnce of
them to any other but him.

Did you never see a dear little girl select, and put
by itself, the ripest, rosiest fruit of the basket, that it
might be preserved “for brother, when he comes
home?” And she would rather never eat a peach,

than that this should be consumed by hezrself, or any-

body else than brother,

Do we feel thus that we are sot apart, reserved,
consccrated, for vur elder brother, when he comes—
“for Jesus?”

Brother, my young brother, you that are so busy
at that farm, and you too, that are so absorbed with
your prosperous merchandize—do you realize that
you are marked and Iabeled, as it were, “for Jesus?”’
that you are not your own, but His? And have you
no desires, have you no impressions of duty, have you
no impulse to examine, at least, prayerfully and sol-
emnly, whether it may not be your duty and privi-
lege to be wholly consecrated to His work?

I +wish I could sec in our southern Zion five hun-
dred men, volunteering this year for the ministry—
volunteering “for Jesus.”

And if this motto suggests to us the work’we are to
do, and points out the kind of workmen who arc to do
it—men consecrated to their Saviour’s service—it also
hints at the motive by which all our labor may He
animated and enlivened. It is “for Jesus” that we
toil, and that can sweeten sacrifice, and comfort in
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discouragement, and give unshaken confidence of suc- .
cess, since He is a Leader, who “cannot fail or be |

discouraged.”

B. M.,

Looking Back.
O God! I thank thee for each wish’
Denied as well as granted;
Since oft times what I crave, if” given,
Had been what least wanted.
And, pausing at this finished round,
This cycle of my being,
My soul rejoices that its way
Is with the great All-Seeing.
His thoughts are wiser far than ours,
Who sees from the beginning; :
And he who doubts the gracious end
Repays the grace with sinning.
Who, glancing down his tangled life,
Its thousand tricksome phrases,
But sees revealed a perfect plan
That all his soul amazes?
Each turning from the appointed track
Has Ied directly to it;
Each struggle to avoid the lot
Has led the struggler through it. -
Each error has evolved new truth;
Each grief brought strength to bear it;
Each lossg, great patience to endure,
Or wisdom to reparr it.
Each coil of folly has aroused
Fresh efforts to unwind it;
Each sin has left its after taste,
Its bitter cure, behind it.
The sharpest discipline of life
Has had its end to answer— 3
As sick men.strengthen 'neath the knife », }
That cuts away the cancer. .
_ 0, hidden wisdom of our God!
Who can by searching know it?
And who, by seeking to reveal,
But fails the more to show it? o
With veiled archangels round the throne -+
We cover up our faces, }
Ang wait the shining of that day
That every cloud displaces.
Counting, the while, our losses gained—< °
Our irials, tender niercies;
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the heathen, What.can we do with such young men

And reaping sweetest joy from pain,
"And'trinmphs from reverses,"
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- country.

, telegraphs and small steamers to navigate the interior

“women, into the fellowship of the 1st church (former-
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OUR MISSIONS.,

OuUR missions are, at present, located in” China and
Central Africa. In the large City of Canton, our
Yrother, Rev. R. H. Graves, is officiating. IIc has
three Stations, and is assisted by eight or nine native
preachers and colporteurs.  His two churches number&
about one hundred and twenty members. One thou-
sand miles higher up the coast, Rev. M. T. Yates,
and wife, are Ioecated in the great City of Shanghai..
They arc assisted by several native helpers. The
church numbers between thirty and forty. Five
hundred miles still further north, in the Province of
Shantung, containing n population of twenty-five
nillions, our brethren, Rev. T. P. Crawford and Rev.
J. B. Hartwell, with their wives and Mrs, Holmes,
are laboring. An interesting church of active mem-
bers has been planted here, and the prospects are pe-
culiarly encouraging. In Central Africa, we have
commenced operations in the City of Lagos, with
many thousand inhabitants, and in the large towns of
Abeokuta, Awyaw and Ogbomishaw, we hope to re-
sume our operations. Brother A. D. Phillips is now
on his way to this country to remain a short time,
and brother Reid, of Georgia, is hoping soon to re-
turn to his ficld. DBrother Stone is at Lagos. The
missions on the coast of Adfriea are, at present, sus-
pended. Mrs. Holmes, of Shantung, is now in this

Letter from Rev. R. H. Graves.

DMy last letter to you was sent by the English Mail
about a month since.

Since then my time has been spent in Canton.
The Examinations are now in progress here and the
streets are crowded with people.  Our chapels are
quite well attended. At our churck meeting a month
since one of the members suggested that the chapels
be opened at night and that the church subscribe
money to pay for the lighting. This was unanimous-
Iy agreed to, and we are having preaching for two
nights in the week at each of the three chapels.

A fortnight ago I baptized two candidates, both

1y under Brother L. J. Roberts’ care.)

On Monday last we buried one of our members,
an old woman in the Aged Women’s Home. She
awas ill for a month. Iler mind was stayed on Jesus.
“Whom eclse have I to trust in?” she often said.
She forbid her daughter, who is a heathen, to haveany
heathenish ceremonies in connection with her corpse.
I trust and believe her freed soul is now with the
Lord. These old women are among our best con-
verts, they live consistently and die happy. We do
not need to discipline them as we too often have to do
with the men. God often thus chooses the weak
things of this world to shame the mighty, and those
that are not to confound those who think themselves
somebodies.

My health is pretty good and I am able to speak
for an hour at the temple every day and oversee the
native preachers, but this is about all I accomplish.
I must be very careful with my diet and exercise, else
I feel unwell dirvectly. In fact I am well but not
strong. :

I wish to go home on a furlough, but not as an in-
valid. My friends in Baltimore scem much disap-
pointed that I decided not to come home this year,
but I trust I have ‘been guided by the Holy Spirit.
I hope to work while in America and not to rest
merely.

Tsang IXwok Fau, a high Chinese official, has re-
cently put forth an able paper with regard to the re-
vision of the Treaties between China and Western
nations. He opposes the introduction of railroads,

waters of China, also the residence of merchants in
the interior. With regard to our work he uses the
following language.

““As to the opening of the interior to the spread of
religion, your minister would observe that the Ro-
man Catholics began by attracting men by mercenary
motives, but lately through the poverty of the mis-
sionaries this inducement has not been held out so
much, and their agreements accordingly not so mpch
believed.

The Confucian doctrine wassomewhat obscured af-
ter the T¢'in and Haa Dpynastics, while Buddhism
cained strength.

“Buddhism had its rise in India, and it is now in a
great measure supplanted by Mahomedanism there.
Roman Catholicism arose in the East and the West.
Now Protestantism has sprung up in the East and
the West and opposes Roman Catholicism with much
power.

“It is very cvident then that the different religions
fluctuate from time to time, in their vigor. Confu-
cianism has not suffered by attrition through myriads
of ages, and it has regenerated China in government,
morals, manners and doctrine.

““ Whatever method they may take to spread (other
religions) they will get but few converts. As there
are many places of worship in the towns and cities of
every province, there is no room for much greater ex-
tension. Shouid therefore the powers reiterate strong-
ly their demand, they will probably not press for
more if a promise were made that a protective docu-
ment should be issued for their religion whenever
called for, and no further article would be nceded in
the Treaty.”

This language is likely to have effect with the gov-
ernment at Peking. It shows the spirit of toleration
which the educated Chinese feel and ‘the motive of
that toleration. Such is their confidence in Confu-
cianism as a system that they do not fear the, contract
of any other religion. Even should multitudes of
the common people become christians it is probable it
would excite little attention from the ruling classes
except on purely political grounds. They would feel
as did the ancient pagan writer, Srabo: “It is impos-
sible to govern a raob of women or the whole mixed
multitude, by philosophic reasoning, and to exhort
them to piety, holiness and faith; we must also em-

the educated men are Saducees rather than I’lmriseés,!
T do not suppose that as a class christianity will gain
over many of them. If persecution should hereafter
arise in China it will probably be on political grounds.
As christianify has been introduced by foreigners any
large accession to its ranks would be looked on with
jealousy as giving'a foreign nation too much influ-
ence. With the history of Roman Catholic intrigues
and the present policy of the French before them, it
is not strange that Chinese statesmen should entertain
such suspicions. As yet, however, so few have been
the accessions to christianity that they look on with
hilosophic indifference,

This is the view of christianity taken by the higher
classes. If welook to the cornmon people, another set
of motives come into play. To explain, let me take
a conversation I had with o man at the chapel the
other day, as a text. After I had been speaking to
him about the worship of God and about a future
state, hie said: “Come now; let us talk of something
practical.  All that talk about God and the future is
of no concern to us. We have never seen any of
these things and we know nothing about them. In
telling men to give up idolatry you do wrong. Why?
Because you try to produce disorder. Do not disturb
the present order of things. e Chinese have wor-
shipped idols for ages. Our business and our customs
are arranged on the basisof idolatry. If menshould
all listen to you what would become of the makers
of incense, wax candles, idol paper, and all the trades
dependent on idolatry? These men could not go to
farming; we have already farmers enough for the soil.
You would force these men to become robbers.  Your
doctrine is disorganzing.” This is the argument of-
ten used and oftener fc{ft by the Chinese. They look
fupon every thing from a. sccial and not a spiritual

oint of view. Though they feel that what we say
18 the truth, yet they think it very unwise to disturb
the harmony of a family or the order of the commu-
nity by making any change of customs on account of
a thing so unsubstantial as a future life.
“Pro magna teste vetustas
Creditur: acceptam parce movere fidem."”

This is the Chinese creed, as it was that of Ovid.

Opposition to christianity often manifests itself and
may come to a head in the not far distant future.
China is Satan’s last great stronghold on earth, and I
am persuaded he will not give it up without a strug-
gle. Now is the time to spread abroad the Lknow-
ledge of the Gospel; now, before Satan has marshalled
his forces, we may strike. To delay is to make our
work the harder. O, that the young men of Ameri-
ca would bestir themselves and come up to the “help
of the Lord against the mighty.”

I hope by next mail to receive full accounts of the
Convention in Baltimore. At the previous Conven-
tion, sixtcen years ago, I reccived impressions which
decided me to devote myself to Christ’s work among
the heathen, and I hope one of the effects of the late
meeting may be to lead some other Baltimorean Bap-
tist to come to China.

Of late I have felt a spirit of earnest prayer for
the outpouring of God’s spirit here, and I can but
feel persuaded the brethren at home have been pray-
ing for me and my work here. TUrge the brethrento
pray earnestly. hey are impoverished and cannot
give largely of their means, but there is no need for
their souls to be impoverished in faith. As God has
chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith, T
hope their effectual, fervent prayers, will rise to God
continually for China.

God is not tied down to the use of means, but He
has made His blessing dependent on our believing
prayers.

The native church here needs your prayers, the
heathen need them, I need them.

There are signs of renewed activity among the na-
tive brethren and of more harmony among them-
selves. The Cantonese are quarrelsome, and when
Satan introduces this spirit into the church, as he often
does, it dwarfs the spiritual growth and prevents
carnest aggression against his kingdom. Pray that
the christians may be at peace among themselves.

The man at Shin Hing, who was imprisoned on ac-
count of bis abandonment of idolatry, is not yet re-
leased. An attempt has been made to poison him
in prisoa, but it proved unsuccessful.

Chistian love to the brethren. I am sorry to hear
of Dr. Howell’s death.

Your Brother in Christ,
R. H. GraAVEs.

Letter from Rev. M. T. Yates.

This communication will interest many of our readers, illus-
trating, as it does, many of the superstitions of the Chinese:

The Chinesesuppose thchour of death tobethe period
of theirapprehension by the authorities of the world of
darkness. Tmmediately after the soul leaves the body
a cup of cold water is placed at the outer door. This
is a custom without a meaning. If it ever had a mean-
ing, it is lost. It is inexplicable—from the fact that
the Chinese rarely ever drink cold water. Itis placed
at the door for the departed spirit to take its last
drink; after which, as soon as possible, a suit of
clothes is burned, the object of which is, that the de-
parted may present a respectable appearance when he
appears before the authorities by whom he is to be
judged. At the same time a largé quantity of paper
ingots, covered with tin-foil, and made in the form of
the ingots of genuine silver in use among the people,
is consumed.

These ingots are supposed to be the currency of the
world of darkness. They, as well as the clothes be-
fore mentioned, and indeed everything designed for
the benefit of the dead, have to be rendered invisible
by burning; for as the departed has become invisible,
so everything for his comfort must be rendered in-
visible. ‘Two vbjects are to be accomplished by the
suit of clothes. One is to keep him warm, &c.; the
other is to secure his being treated or handled with
lenity by the police of the world of darkness. The
police of the world of light usually handle a beggarly
looking man very roughly; while they treat 2 weli-
dressed man with some consideration.

They suppose the police of the world of darkness
tn be, in like manner, influenced by appearances. The
ingots also have a two-fold meaning; one is to enable
the departed, to_ procure the necessities -of life;:the
other is to furnish the departed with the means of

ploy superstition, with fables and prodigies”” As

ibing the police of the world of darkness; if possi-
Bf::}’ togindur?e them to allow him to escape out of their
lmﬁlsi; by no means an uncommon thing for Chinese
police to be paid not to see a man; or if a sufﬁs}xent
bribe is offered, after the man has been arrested, to
allow him to escape; and as the police runners about
the Mandarins’ oftices arc proverbial for their venality,
the Chinese natumilly‘ suppose that all policcmen are
i ed by similar motives.
mfi;lf(z:; thig important duty is performed, the next
thing in order is to inform the relatives, nexghbors and
friends of the departed that he has ascended to the
heavens. At the same time the women of the house
set up a frightful wailing and lamentation for the de-
parted. As the dwellers in the spirit world sce and
know all that is going on in the world of light, it is
supposed that the authorities of that world, sceing
such lamentations over the individual in custody, may
be induced to change their cstimate of his character,
and treat him with lenity. This lamentation is kept
up day and night for three days. Meanywhile, all the
wearing apparel, bed and bedding of the departed,

have been consumed, or rendered available to the de- ‘

parted, and all the friends, &c., who have r?cewcd
notice of his ascension, have brought as oif'cn.u.gs or
contributions to the departed, immense quantitics of
paper and tin-foil ingots. (A genuine ingot of silver
is worth about $70. But ten of these representa-
tives—the currency of the spirit world—are not worth
more than one or two cents.) L.

These offerings have a three-fold significance. 1st,
They are propitiatory. The moment a man enters
the world of darknese, he is in a position, and has the

ower, to return and avenge himself of all the wrongs
Bc may have supposed himself to be the suljject while
living. The way in which the departed are supposed
to avenge themsclves is, by bringing calamity on the
business or speculations of the living, and sorcly af-:
flicting families or individuals with sickness and
death.. Hence the people, conscious of many wrongs,
live in a state of perpetual dread of the influence of
those who have departed this life. With the Chinese,
money hides a multitude of sins among the living,
and soothes the wounded epirit, even in the world of
darkness.

Again, these offerings are designed to furnish the
departed with everything necessary for his comfort in
the prison of the authorities of the spirit world, if he
has been so unfortunate as to be shut up; and if pos-
sible, by the free usc of money, cither ameliorate his
sufferings, or bribe the authorities to commute his
punishment, or allow him to go free, &e. They say
the Chinese Mandarine can be bought. Why may
not the powers of darkness be moved by similar
means? ’

The Chinese suppose that a man has three souls.
At death, one takes up its abode in or about the coffin
and on the ancestral tablet, and one goes into the
world of darkness to receive its reward or doom. In
the one case, after a period of suffering or purifica-
tion, by correction, it returns into the world a more
wealthy or more honorable man. In the other, it re-
turns in the form of the life of an animal or insect,
more or less ferocious, according to the, character of
the man in this life. On the seventh day the departed
is suppesed to return home. On that day the women
renew their lamentations, (as well as on every succes-
sive seventh to the forty-ninth day.) Friends are
invited to mect and feast with the departed, just from
the spirit world. The company is regaled with music
and the sound of the gong. At the feast a seat, &c.,
is provided at the table for the departed. His bowl,
chop-stick, &e., are placed in position, and he is served
with every course as though he were there. He is
supposed to partake of the flavor of the food. Poor
people can ill afford these feasts, but they cannot be
omitted without giving offence to the departed, as
well as to the ncig%lbors. They demand that all the
rights and ceremonies due the dead shall be performed;
ot%erwise,the spirit of the departed, in returning to
avenge himself, might make a mistake and enter the
wrong house. Hence the man whose duty it is to
perform the prescribed rites for the dead, (usually the
oldest son,) is not alone responsible for his failures in
duty. A large circle of relatives, neighbors, &c., as-
sume the responsibility of seeing that it is doze; oth-
erwisc they may be called upon to suffer.

This right of others to interfere in matters of this
sort, involving such grave consequences, is generally
acknowledged. Meanwhile the ancestral tablet of the
departed, with his name, date of birth and. death
written on-it, is placed in position among the ances-
tral tablets of the family, before which the relatives
and friends are expected to bow three times. With
this devotion the spirit of the departed friend is sup-
posed to be well pleased. .

(Zo be continued.)

Marraew T. YATEs.

Letter from Rev. T. P. Crawford.

Referring to one of the places where he preaches, he eays:

It is a large market town, and it is my purpose to
continue my visits, and in_process of time, to station
a native preacher there. Two miles cast of this town
is Ma Kia, a small village in which there is a temple
under the control of our Brother Sun Chony Loony.
This was placed at my disposal some eighteen months
ago, and is still used by me as a chapel, affording us
suitable lodging also. I preach in the town on mar-
ket days and in the temple at night on our monthly
" The people from three o f

1¢ people from three or four neighboring villae
assemble at the latter place and gcgemlly %i:'c I;;E
ous attention to the preaching of the word, and some
profess to believe the doctrine good and true.

Ovwing to the Rebel disturbances causing the coun-
try people to flee to this city, my visits to this out-sta-
tion have not been regular during the latter half of
the year. This is an interesting field, including, be-
sides the central market town, scores of populous vil-
lages within the range of a few miles.

At the time the above named temple was given to
me as a preaching place the back row of buildings
had just undergone repairs and made ready for the
coming of a priest; but as Sun Chony Loony, the
head of the village, became a believer in the christian
religion, he opposed the settlem

go the matter stands till the present time. Ho will

!allow no public idolatrous performances in the ter

ent-of" the priest, and | -

: ple,
| He however has not power, without the conset o

i the community, to remove the idols from the
buildings. R

The great iron bells in the temples, both at g,
market town and Ma Kia village, have been taken
the people and run iato cannon balls, to defend they,
selves against the Rebels.  They say they would ny
have dared thus to appropriate thesc sacred bells, by
tfor the influence of my preaching upon their ming;,
«Straws show which way the wind blows,”

Under this head 1 might mention the fact thy
being desirous of occupying other points in this eity,
in the spring, I rented a small room on the south gate
street, adjoining the storc of our Brother Wong. By
it has proyed a failure. It is on the public thorough.
fare, opening right into the street, and no one wil )
into it, as they would be exposed to the gaze of overc
passer-by. It however has not been a very expensive
tailure, only twelve dollars. I shall give itup at the
end of the yecar.

front

ITENERATING.

Just beginning a fresh interest here and laying the
foundation of a new church, I have not thought j;
advisable, even if circumstances had been favorable,
to take trips to distant parts. I have however, be
sides my regular work here and at my out statior,
visited five market towns on market doys, in a radips
of thirty-five miles of this city, always accompanied
by my teacher, Teeuw, who is a faithful helper in the
gospel.

At these places we always preach to the crowd.
from some stone or in the open market place, There
is always a goodly number of persons in these crowds
who give respectful attention to the preaching of the
word. We have had a limited supply of books thi
year, and could give but few at these places.

We have also called at several villages, speaking to
the many or few who might gather around us in the
street, or invite us to their houses.

INCIDENTAL I.ADORS.

At the monthly concert of prayer tho missionaries
of this place set apart the first week in January, 1867,
for a special effort in preaching and prayer. .\ part
of every morning was spent by cach family with its
own church members in prayer. At eleven o’clack
cach missionary, accompanied by one or two assistants,
sallied forth, selected a suitable spot on some crowded
strect, and at onc or more places spent two hours in
preaching to the people. The members of the church-
es were also urged to put forth special efforts, private
or public, as opportunities might present. DBooks
were also distributed, and a more than ordinary in-
terest in the doctrines of Jesus scemed to be excited.

This street preaching might be carried on all the
year in populous, thriving cities, but not in quiet
Tang Chau. We all felt that a week was long enough
for once.

For more than two months of the summer the «ity
was crowded to overflowing with refugees from the
Rebels, from the neighboring towns and villages.
Having nothing to do they crowded our chapels by
day and night, taxing our preaching powers to the
utmost.  Mrs, Crawford’s sitting room was equally
crowded, and for & longer time; for the men ventured
home 2 month before they dared remove their fami- £
lics. The most of these people, both men and wo-
men, listened with unusual scriousness to the divine
message, many carnestly inquiring how they should
worship the true God, and dcclaring that henceforth
they would not burn incense to their idols.

Idolatry to be Destroyed in China,
Bishop Williams, of China, writes to the Spirit ¢
AMissions, that the Emperor of China has issued an
edict forbidding rebuilding of destroyed, and the re- '
pair of decayed temples, excepting the temples of
Confucius. The principal judge of Soockow has
prohibited the people of that great city from wor-
shipping in the temples, or burning incense, candles,
or silver paper before the idols; and the mandarins
of Kashung have forbidden any interference with the
preaching or teaching of Christianity. The Empe
ror, who has proclaimed full toleration to Chrict-
anity, and protection to its followers, and the manda-
rins, scem to be breaking down the barriers between
idolatry and the Christian religion, and opening the

Since the yecar 1813, the American Baptist Mision
Board have sent sixty missionaries to Burmal, whe

way for the entrance of the Gospel. E
translated the Bible, prepared and printed dictics® , :

J—

A

'

i ¥ g e

o

Burman Hission.

have reduced three Karen dialects to writing, have | |
ries, grammars, and school-books, created a religion:
literature, raised up and educated native teachers, o
ganized schools and built churches. According t°
the minutes of the Burmese Baptist Convention for
1868, there are now 257 churches, 63 ordained am

309 unordained native preachers, 15,983 communi- 3
cants, and 4,015 pupils in schools.

Hissions and Theatres.

Thereare now in active operation, in different it J
of the wor]d, eighty-six different Protestant missi')fl'
ary associations for the propagation of the Gospel
the unevangelized countrics. These associations 3%
supporting about 1,500 missionaries; and the un}' :
receipts of these and kindred benevolent associatio™ g
during the past year, exceed twelve millions of dol-
lars. Al the Aumerican socicties received :‘Ofne
$4,750,000, or only about three quarters of a nn]}“’; ;
more than the last year’s receipts of the New o
and Boston theatres! *
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