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A Soldier 
^Writes

Home

■I

1>U I X I ’ SlffUrti Corps.

Between the lines of these letters home writ­
ten by 750,000 boys front 120 camps in the 
South—one can feel the heart longings. South­
ern Baptists will answer that spiritual need 
in the Emergency Offering for (amp Work.
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Ready for Action
T)R JOSEPH T. WATTS, executive 

secretary of Maryland Baptista, 
realizes the urgent need of immediate 
action in regard to the spiritual wel­
fare of men in Army camps in his 
state.

The nearest Baptist church to Camp 
Meade where almost 40.000 men are 
enlisted, according to Dr. Watts, is 
eight miles away. It is the same dis­
tance to the nearest Baptist church to 
Aberdeen Proving Ground and Edge­
wood Arsenal where a total of nearly 
10.000 are enrolled.

"Our pastors are willing to bend 
every effort toward meeting our de­
nominational responsibility for the sol­
diers." Dr. Watts states.

Our Responsibility
IN a total of 120 defense train­

ing areas in the South ap­
proximately 750,000 men are en­
listed. About 600.000 of these 
are in training in regular army 
camps, while the remaining 
number are in air bases, flying 
schools, and technical schools.

Boys in these camps are our 
responsibility. Their religious 
interests should vitally concern 
every Baptist. We must not 
fail to do our part in keeping 
the religious fires burning on 
the hearthstone of their faith.

Georgia Baptists Ready
II EADY to cooperate in every way 

possible is Dr. James W. Merritt, 
executive secretary speaking for Geor­
gia Baptists.

"All of us are deeply concerned over 
this camp situation." he states, “and 
we are anxious to begin making our 
contribution to the men and the com­
munities affected."

Special Worker Needed 
pROM Dr. B. L. Bridges, general sec­

retary of the Arkansas Baptist 
Convention, comes the report that 
there are around 20.000 men now in 
Caiiip Robinson, four miles from Lit­
tle Rock.

The only church within the limits 
of the camp property is a small, weak 
country church. The next closest 

church does have a full-time pastor 
but Is srttall and unable to meet the 
need.

"There are many evil influences." 
Dr. Bridges writes. "Road houses are 
perhaps as bad as they are anywhere. 
Beer joints are flourishing.

"We need a building In which we 
can render services to the boys from 
a religious standpoint solely."

Dr. Bridges also voices the need for 
a special worker for the three small 
churches nearest the camp.

Churches Inadequate
IVITHIN the next few months 

at least 90,000 men are ex­
pected to be brought into Fort 
Knox in Kentucky, writes Dr. J. 
W. Black, general secretary of 
Kentucky Baptists.

Situated near this camp are 
two Baptist churches, the larg­
est one having a membership of 
only 150. Neither church can 
take care of any more people in 
the present building. Dr. Black 
states. Both churches need full- 
time programs with a full-time 
pastor, new buildings, and new 
equipment.

Three other Baptist churches 
within a radius of twelve miles 
offer slightly better facilities, 
but they will need help in meet­
ing the needs and responsibil­
ities.

Problem Beyond Expectations 
ni’R problem Is beyond anything we 

could have ever predicted." Is the 
statement of Rev. A T. Wilkinson, 
district missionary at Rolla, Mo., 
where Fort Leonard Wood is located. 
This camp, according to Brother Wil­
kinson. second largest in the United 
States, is baffling the workers in the 
missionary problems,

Help Is needed in making a survey 
of the problem and plans for meeting 
the needs, writes the missionary.

A Call for Help
A CALL for help is sounded by a Lou- 

islana pastor. Rev. Frank Stagg, of 
the First Baptist Church of DeRidder, 
near which Camp Polk is located.

Before present developments began

DeRidder had a population of not >ver 
4.000. Membership of the chut, h la 
700.

"Our church has a splendid I'tilld- 
Ing." Brother Stagg writes, “but no 
paid helper other than the pastoi if 
a worker or a couple could be sent ua 
our church would furnish facilities 
for them.

"These camps Indeed present taska 
far beyond the ability of the local 
church to meet alone satisfactorily.”

SOUTHERN BAPTIST

HOME MISSIONS
My God Shall Supply All Your Need According To His Riches In Glory By Christ Jesus.—Phil. 4:19.

Part-Time Church 
Eager to Serve

PROM the part-time pastor 
nearest Camp Stewart, Ga, 

comes a real statement of defi­
nite need as seen by his church 
at Hinesville.

Literature would be a great 
help, and Bibles are needed to 
give to the soldiers. Rev. C. I, 
Phillips states.

“We want you to know that 
our church is offered as a chan­
nel in which any part of our 
mission cause cares to work," 
Brother Phillips writes the 
Board. “We are not asking for 
anything, but will gladly receive 
anyvand all help. The Hines­
ville church was not prepared, 
but so far we meet conditions 
as best we can."

Cali From California
pROM California comes a letter from 

a chaplain saying that he is look­
ing to Southern Baptists for spiritual 
guidance In the camps.

"l-ast year there were over .33.000 
men from every state and possession 
who passed through here and this 
year promises to Im* even greater." 
writes Rev. Alln*rt E Ranilxi. chap­
lain at Fort McDowell. Calif

"We maintain magazine and pam­
phlet racks." he continues. "We dis­
tribute Testaments and Billies to the 
men as we are able to keep a supply. 
1 would like to place a New Testament 
with every man who passes through 
the post who could Im- persuaded to 
take one."
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SOUTHERN BAPTISTS never faced a graver 
res|»onsibility than has been forced upon 
them through the placing of 120 training 

camps and 750,000 soldier boys in their midst. 
The Home Mission Board in cooperation with 

the state secretaries has 
Carrying Christ been charged by the 
To The Camps Southern Baptist Conven­

tion with the task of 
meeting this responsibility.

There are two types of work that we are plan­
ning to do: one is work on the inside of the 
camps in cooperation with the chaplains; the 
other is work outside of the camps in coopera­
tion with Baptist churches.

We have scores of letters from chaplains plead­
ing for our help. We quote from one letter which 
is typical:

"I would be glad to have you visit me and 
preach to my boys as a whole and also hold serv­
ices for the Baptist boys. This regiment is from 
Tennessee, and a large per cent of the men are 
Baptists or from Baptist homes. There are 2,700 
men in the regiment at present and we will get 
more soon. You and the Sunday School Board 
can be a great help to us. I would like to start a 
Sunday school if the literature is available. We 
are having from 500 to 700 men at our morning 
church service. We have plenty of old magazines 
for the men to read, but have no religious litera­
ture except some Gospels and New Testaments. 
I would like to get any literature you think would 
be helpful. If the Board has some good books of 
fiction — biography, or other kinds that could 
he given to us — it would also help. We need all 
the help that you can give us in our effort to 
cultivate the spiritual life of these men under our 
charge.”

On the outside of the camps our work will be 
in cooperation with Baptist churches. There 
ire contiguous to the camps scores of Baptist 
churches—most of them country and small town 
churches wholly inadequate to meet the situation 
hrust upon them.

We quote from one of the many letters which 
ive have received from pastors who have church­
's contiguous to the camps:

“We have in our town one Baptist church with 
।bout 400 members on roll. Our church building 
is a one-room ^affair and will seat about 300. 
>inee the coining of the army camp to our door

with 30,000 young men and the additional fam­
ilies because of the camp, the civilian population 
has doubled so that now instead of having 5,000 
people, counting the boys in camp, we have be­
tween 40,000 and 45,000 people. We are trying 
our best to meet the needs, but with our present 
facilities it is impossible to do so. We need a 
building. We are crowded out in every way. It 
will be impossible for us to do very much until 
we have some place to put the people. We need a 
high type worker that would be able to carry on 
the right kind of program using the local church 
in any way that the church could serve. This 
worker, or workers, would need to know how to 
approach the young men when they are on leave 
and give them the Gospel in a way that would 
win them. The sky is the opportunity here now 
as far as we Baptists are concerned. I hope and 
pray that the Baptists of the South will open their 
hearts to our crying need July 27, and that the 
$300,000, and even more, will come in on that 
date, and it would if about 100,000 Baptists could 
visit our town and church for one Sunday be­
tween now and July 27.”

This is a type of the letters we are receiving 
daily from pastors contiguous to the camps. 
Those closest in have already appreciated the 
need for work in the churches adjacent to the 
camps. The sense of need will grow until the 
largest of our churches in the cities near the' 
camps will be overwhelmed by it. x.

There are 750,000 of our boys in the caiiitos in 
the territory of the Southern Baptist Convention. 
At least two-thirds of these young men are given 
leave each week-end. This means that at least 
500,000 of our young men flock into the towns 
and cities contiguous to these camps on Satur­
days and Sundays. Shall tiey be left to drift, or 
shall we make some effort to direct them so that 
on Sunday they will find a place where they can 
worship God?

The churches in our cities contiguous to these 
camps will more and more realize the need for 
denominational help in meeting this situation. 
During the next five years, and possibly from 
now on, the cities contiguous to the camps will 
be flooded each week-end with these young men, 
and unless our Baptist churches make provision 
to look after these boys, they will drift away from 
the churches and be lost to church life when 
they return to their homes.

We must take care of our boys in the camps.
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Across Lake Verette...

a NEW mission has been opened 
/\ out from Thibodaux in a set- 

hjL Jk> tlement of French speaking 
people across beautiful Lake Verette 
The place is called Four-Mile Bayou 
and can be reached only by boat. It 
has about 250 inhabitants. The Gospel 
had never been preached there until 
we went.

For sometime I ‘had been planning 
to preach there. Friends who visited 
there told me of the kind and hos­
pitable people. It is a very old settle­
ment and most of the people fish
a living. There is a small school, but 
no church of any kind, although
people are Roman Catholics.

Two years ago I went to a small 
settlement on this side of the lake 
and had preached ,on the front porch 
of a store. At this place a business 
man from Thibodaux had slapped my 
face saying he wanted me to get out 
and stay out of the place with my 
Bible and religion. So it seemed that 
I couldn't get the right contact to 
reach the other side.

I've had a mission at Belle River 
for nearly two years and wanted to 
hold a meeting there, but we had no 
building or tent. I prayed for a way. 
and the answer came when Brother
I. I. Marks, missionary worker in the 
Atchafalia basin, tendered me the 
use of his church boat. He also as­
sisted in the meeting

I decided to go to Four-Mile Bayou 
with the church boat after we com­
pleted a good meeting at Belle (Beau 
tiful) River. We went first and se-

. To Four-Mire
cured permission from an old man to 
park the floating chapel next to his 
land; then we reached the place about 
ten miles from Belle River by water. 
As we came in we were welcomed by 
all the people. The boat was made 
fast to the bank, and we found a 
people whose hospitality has never 
been surpassed in my experience They 
were kind and gave us all the sea food 
we wanted. As we had no small boat 
to go and come, the people navigated 
us for mere gasoline cost, not even 
that sometimes.

Children Eagerly Attend

There whs a large crowd for the 
first service Rev. IxiuIb Grant, a stu­
dent preacher from Baptist Bible In­
stitute. had come to lead the children 
in memory verses and choruses The 
boys and girls were very intelligent 
and learned rapidly In both French 
and English. Some were so interest 
ed they came during daytime to learn 
more verses

We were there only one week, and 
on the last night Rev. L. <’. Smith 
was with us and preached a powerful 
message, after which three men made 
professions of faith. The next day 
was Sunday, and In the afternoon we 
had the last revival service. A large 
group of Baptist people from Baton 
Rouge were visiting on the floating 
church, and only one man came to 
service—the one who had accepted 
Christ the night before. 1 was told 
that the Roman priest had come Sun 
day morning and forbidden the peo-

By
LAWRENCE TH1BODEAIX

In the picture is the church boat 
which Rev. Thibodeaux has been per­
mitted to use in the mission work on 
Belle River and Four-Mile Bayou. 
Shown standing on the boat are, left 
to right, Mr. Adam Gaspar, a fisher­
man who voluntarily assists the mis­
sionary at times; Rev. 1. I. Marks, to 
whom the boat belongs, and Brother 

Thibodeaux.

pie from coming to hear the Gospel, 
and so the friendly people had become 
very cool toward us.

The one man who had dared to come 
to the service against the command 
of the priest Invited me to return to 
his home for a service the next Sun­
day afternoon. I went and brought 
some converts from Thibodaux with 
me As we reached the lake, fortu­
nately. there was a boat ready and 
so we hired it for a round trip. When 
we arrived at the home I saw the 
mother and a large group of friends 
running away as if an enemy army 
had arrived; but the man of the house 
came out to meet us with a hearty 
welcome.

Crowd Fills Room

We )>egan a song service, and as it 
proceeded one by one they came un­
til the room was filled. Then I read 
the Bible and preached, after which 
a convert made a testimony telling 
how he had come to know the Ix>rd. 
there was a good Interest After the 
service we walked to a nearby store 
where the grandfathers, men. and 
boys were gambling Oh. how those 
people need Christ!

The man of the house gave us a 
standing Invitation to come to his 
home tor services We thank God for 
him who Is willing to stand true to 
Christ In spite of criticism Mission 
services will Is- held In his hotne. 
and we look forward to many accept­
ing Christ and the building of a small

Evangelizing Evangeline’s Land
P

ERSECUTION by British sol­
diers and their Tory friends 
about 1775 led colonists from 

South Carolina and Georgia to come 
loathe county near Natchez about 
which adventurous traders had told 
fabulous stories. They were seeking 
religious ns well as political freedom, 
so they brought their preachers with 
titem. These godly men heard the 
Macedonian call of some English set­
tlers in west Florida (now called the 
Florida Parishes of Louisiana), and 
dared an entrenched state church to 
go preach to them. They were forbid­
den to preach again on pain of death; 
they were Imprisoned and driven Into 
exile, but the Gospel seed had been 
sown, and today that part of Ixtuislana 
is a Baptist stronghold.

After the Louisiana Purchase their 
(ask was not Illegal but great obsta­
cles had to be overcome As late as 
1812 it was still against the law to 
have a Bible for sale in New Orleans

Great Missionary Opportunity

The French-speaking people have al­
ways been our greatest missionary 
opportunity, and until the last forty 
or fifty years they clung to their lan­
guage. customs, and inherited religion, 
which made an artificial wall between 
them and the English-speaking people 
Public education has been a large fac­
tor in breaking down this wall, but 
the chief thing is the changed life of 
saved men and women Today as nev­
er before the homes and heart's of 
French-speaking people are open to 
the missionary and his message.

One oi our missionaries driving in 
a country stopped near a group of 
men to ask a drink of water. As he 
stepped from his car one of the men 
ran and embraced him. crying, "1 
knew you would come. I said you 
would."

Seeing Mr. C— surprised, he said, 
1 heard you preach on the street in 

Xew Orleans alrnut seven years ago. 
I believed what you said but 1 could 
mu understand It al) I tried to tell 
'liese people what I knew but I knew 
•" little. I told them you would come 
■o help us. Now here Is my new house

By
Mrs. M. L. Jenkins
President, Louisiana W. M. f.

Evangeline Oak at St. Martinville

and you must come In and tell us 
about Jesus."

Visible results may not always be 
satisfactory, but we know that multi­
plied thousands have heard and be­
lieved It is hard to leave the church 
that your forefathers have lived in 
Family and social ties have to be brok­
en But we believe many are saved 
though lost to service

There are a countless number who 
have heard the Gospel once but whose 
knowledge of the truth is so meager 
thal they need more teaching to lw- 
lleve. and we have never in our Lou­
isiana missionary history had enough 
men to meet half way the need and 
the opportunities.

I sal In a poor man's house and 
heard him tell about a visit lie had 
from Rev Ozine Derouen. "I liked 
what he said and I would believe if 
I could know more."

New Fields Opening
New fjelds are being opened to us: 

the Indians in Terrebonne, the people 
of Spanish descent in Sabine, the 
Mississippi Della with ninny thousands 
of people Io whom the government is 
giving a new opportunity, the one- 
third of our population who are Ne­
groes are pleading for help, and towns 
and cities that we have considered 
hopeless are offering Baptist induce­
ments to establish work.

Young men are going out from Aca­
dia Academy. Louisiana College, and 
Baptist Bible Institute to preach on 
highways and streets, asking no pay 
for their services, being hindered by 
lack of even travel expenses, but peo­
ple are heart ig them and turning to 
our Christ They preach through loud 

speakers in buses and boats. The 
radio is being used profitably. There 
are now six boats being used to preach 
to people In rivers, bayous, lakes, ca­
nals, and marsh islands.

A gospel boat going down a great 
bayou was equipped with a loud speak­
er. The strains of "Jesus Saves" float­
ed over the water. People rushed to 
the door of louse boats and from the 
thickets where no house was visible. 
A gracious voice invited them to come 
to a certain Mace and hear more. One 
woman said she came because those 
were the sweetest words she ever 
heard

Houses of worship are being built, 
thus giving permanence to the work. 
The Catholics tell the new converts. 
“Why do you join their church. They 
won't stay but a little while.”

Large commercial concerns are help­
ing to build Baptist churches because 
they realize the value of the Christian 
testimony. Louisiana Woman's Mis­
sionary Union has given a great deal 
of help on this work.

No part of our mission field offers 
greater opportunities for fruitful evan­
gelism.

Need Doubled Force

We need to have our missionary 
force doubled, to give them Bibles, 
song books, good books, folding or­
gans, loud speakers, and other means 
for projecting the message "Jesus 
Saves. Jesus Saves."

One woman heard the Gospel sever­
al times lint she could not understand. 
‘ Miss M - . won't you please tell me 
what my soul Is. you seenj^+o^think it 
is so important." \X

How shall they hear withoth. a 
preacher, and how shall they preach 
except they lie sent?

Your Church Can Easily
RAISE™ $500

It's surprising how much 
money can be raised quick­
ly and easily for earning 
funds with our Christmas 
Card Plan Many Churches 
have earned several hundred 
dollars in a lew months.

Take orders among members 
and friends for appealing St 
Box Assortment of 21 Christmas 
Cards with 24 exira Metallic 
Oold Effect Seals free—can be 
used to "personalize" cards to 
Relatives and Friends Maae up 
to lOO1", profit and Extra Bonus I 
Also special Religious Assort­
ment with Bible Text Cards. 

Persona) Christmas Cards with sender's name at 
.Ml for 11 retail. Write for details and Samples 
on approval.

FRIENDSHIP STUDIOS
Kill Adams Street Elmira. N. T.
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Are the French People 
Accepting the Gospel?

O
What progress is being made 
• among the French in southern 
Louisiana? S. C. B.

A. The Gospel is making progress 
among the French people who have 
the opportunity to hear it. Over 100 
were baptized last year. Above is a 
French home which has been trans­
formed by the Gospel.

Q. How many of the missionaries 
to the Indians are Indians them­
selves? A. P. J.

A. Of the seventy-two workers 
among this race fifty-two are Indians 
and twenty are white.

Q. Does the Home Mission Board 
have any workers who are ministering 
solely in their task to the country 
church? H. B. H.

A. Rev. Percy Ray of Myrtle. Miss., 
devotes his entire time to aiding and 
reviving the country churches around 
the territory in which he works He 
has done far-reaching work in the past 
year, reporting that he has conducted 
twenty-six revival meetings in which 
544 have professed Christ.

Q. How many good will centers 
does the Home Mission Board oper­
ate?

A. I nder the direction of the Board 
are two good will centers in Baltimore. 
Md ; one in Christopher. III.; Ensley. 
Ala ; New Orleans. Ui . and West 
Frankfort. HL. totaling six.

Q. How many missionaries work 
among the French people? I*. M. W.

A. The Home Mission Board has 
eleven missionaries in southern Uniis 
iana in addition to the twelve mem­
bers of the faculty of Acadia Academy, 
and there is one worker on the south­
ern Illinois field

Q. In what cities has the Home 
Mission Board established city mission 
work? O. M. T.

A. The Board began its program 
of city mission work in Houston. Tex, 
with the appointment of Kev Loyd 
Corder as missionary, on June 1 Rev 
Solomon F. I Jowls began work in At­
lanta, Ga., as city missionary. The 
program in these two cities Is only 
the beginning of what the Board hopes 
to be an extensive program, and sim­
ilar work is to be established In other 
cities.

Q- On what fields in the South is 
work among the French carried on? 
J. W. C.

A. The Home Mission Board has 
week among the French In southern 
Louisiana and central Illinois.

Q. What plans are being mad. to 
raise money for Southern Baptists' 
work in Army camps? T. W. D.

A. There will Ik* an emergency ap. 
peal for religious work In camps and 
communities July 27. 1941. In church­
es throughout the South. On this day 
Southern Baptists will be asked to 
make their offerings to this work to 
"Carry Christ to our Camps" and the 
goal is $300,000.

Q. What is Acadia Academy? F. 
M. W.

A. Acadia Academy is located In 
the very heart of the Ixiulalnna French 
country. It is a school for the train­
ing of the French people who desire 
to study for religious work Dr Jos­
eph T. Fielder Is the principal, and 
there are eleven other members of (he 
faculty.

Q- Where does the Home Mission 
Board do work among the Chinese? 
S. Y. T.

A The Board has three regular 
Chinese fields of work. In San Antonio, 
Texas, El Paso. Texas, and in Phoe­
nix. Arlz. The latter field has been 
opened recently and Miss Margaret 
Jung Is tlolng work there. Rev. Shau 
lan Lee. a native of China. Is a gen­
eral missionary who works through­
out the South in addition to his reg­
ular ministry in El Paso

Q. How many people were led to 
< hrist through the work of Home mis­
sionaries last year? J. W. T.

A. There were on Home mission 
fields last year 5.375 people making 
a profession of faith in Christ.

(J. How many rescue missions does 
the Home Mission Board foster? T. 
S. J.

A. The Board fosters three rescue 
centers, two in New Orleans. Ixv. and 
one In Jacksonville. Fla Rev Clovis 
A Brantley is superintendent of the 
Rescue Mission and Womans Emer­
gency Home In New Orleans, and Rev. 
L C Bennett Is in charge In Ja> k- 
sonville.

HOW TO ASK 
QUESTIONS 

Any reader can get the an­
swer to any specific question of 
fact concerning the fields, tasks 
and needs of Home Missions in 
the South and in Cuba by writ­
ing Questions Editor, 315 Red 
Rock Building. Atlanta, Ga 
Please enclose 3c for reply.

August, 1941.

nVERY program which South­
ern Baptists put on roots ul­

timately in the local churches 
and therefore comes back to the 
pastors. He is not only the key 

4o the sittftfeion: he is the situa­
tion. We simply cannot move an 
inch in our denominational work 
without the support and cooper­
ation of our pastors.

In this Southern Baptist 
Emergency Campaign for $300.- 
000 for work in the camps and 
communities, the pastor's part 
and place is of supreme impor­
tance. There are certain things 
that must be done by the pastor 
if the campaign succeeds.

We rejoice that in the South­
ern Baptist Convention we have 
the greatest group of pastors 
that ever graced the kingdom of 
God. We can depend upon them

Dr. Carpenter Is New Camp Work Head

Dr. Lawrence and Dr. Carpenter
TXIRECTING the army camp work 

made possible by the $300,000 
emergency offering on July 27 will 
Ih> Dr Alfred Carpenter, new superin­
tendent of camp work for the Home 
Mission Board.

Dr Carpenter, elected late In June, 
resigned the First Baptist Church. 
Blytheville. Ark . July 2 to begin his 
duties with the Board the middle of 
July

The new camp superintendent suc­
ceeds Dr. Noble Y Beall, resigned. Dr. 
Beall remains with the Board as field 
secretary In charge of Negro work. 
I'pon his request he was relieved of 
the camp work.

Ur. Carpenter was reared In Okla­
homa and is an alumnus of Oklahoma 
Baptist University and of Southwest­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary. He

WTiat the Pastors 
Can Do

in every emergency. We are de- 
pending upon them now.

There are some specific things 
which they can do.

1- We are asking our pastors 
to preach on Sunday morning. 
July 20, a sermon on the sub­
ject of “Carrying Christ to the 
Camps.” This affords a great 
opportunity to emphasize the 
need to make our camps reli­
gious. as well as military.

2. We are requesting our pas­
tors to give ample space to this 
emergency appeal in the church 
bulletins so that the entire 
membership will know what we 
are planning to do.

3. We would suggest that jf 

was active in the pastorale while a stu­
dent.

He was associated with the Home 
Mission Board for five years following 
his graduation at Southwestern, first 
as pastor of Balboa Heights. Panama, 
and superintendent of mission work in 
the Canal Zone for three years, and 
then as field representative of the 
Board's Church Building Loan Fund.

While in the Canal Zone he minis­
tered regularly to the army and navy 
men stationed there He also had 
close contact with the chaplains.

Since 1934 Dr. Carpenter has been 
pastor in Blytheville of a church which 
has grown to 1.249 members with a 
Sunday school enrollment of 946. Sun­
day school attendance, records show, 
has had an average net Increase of 
around 200. the average now being 
about 550.

In leaving the church Dr. Carpenter 
coinmended the spirit of the members 
in releasing him for denominational 
work and especially for revivals in 
mission points.

“For two years." he said, "when I 
was superintendent of evangelism in 
Arkansas the deacons said we had the 
(test half-time church In the state. 
The members never grumbled nor 
growled about releasing me for such 
activity, but carried on the work of 
the church "

On the train coming to Atlanta Dr. 
Carpenter said he had talked with per­

there are chaplains available 
that the pastor invite one of 
these Baptist chaplains to speak 
to his people at prayer meeting 
or in a five-minute message at 
some Sunday service.

4. We are requesting the pas­
tors to make a strong appeal on 
Sunday morning, July 27. for the 
offering. We have a program 
outlined that will provide for 
the spiritual needs of our boys 
in camp, but it will take a mini­
mum of $300,000 to put that pro­
gram on.

The work is important, the 
need is great, our people are 
interested. We sincerely believe 
that if the pastors will present 
this emergency appeal to their 
people the money will be fur­
nished for the work in the 
camps.

haps thirty men in uniform — lieu­
tenants. privates, marines. He asked 
each two questions: "What can we do 
to help the men religiously? How 
can we do it?"

"Without exception." he comment­
ed, "they made it clear that they were 
hungry for gospel preaching. One 
man said, Our chaplain takes off his 
coat and preaches. We like that.' "

Dr. Carpenter was converted, or­
dained and sent out by the First Bap­
tist Church of Mangum. Okla. He was 
also married there. He and Mrs. Car­
penter have no children^^

In addition to the super in twdency 
of evangelism Dr. Carpenter' has 
served Arkansas Baptists as member 
of the state mission board, president 
of the Arkansas Baptist Assembly, 
president of the board of control of 
Jonesboro Baptist College, and mem­
ber of the state committee on mis­
sions and evangelism

Poster Inside
'pHE inside pages can be used 

as a poster. Nothing stirs 
the people, enlists their prayer­
ful interest, and loosens their 
purses like that which reaches 
them through the eye. Brother 
pastor, put these two inside 
pages in a prominent place in 
you? church vestibule or audito­
rium. Thank you!



750,000Boys A tyFroAiHome

Hamp Blanding)

Workers and better physical equipment 
are needed in the churches near the camps. 
Both can he supplied through the Southern

Each man of the 750.000 sorely needs at 
this moment all of the spiritual Irenefiti 
of church life fellowship, worship. Chris­
tian activity through training and study

Spiritual Support
Only the chaplains and the church away 

from home—the church near the camp- 
can supply that greatly needed help.

But too often that church—like the one 
pictured below—Is wholly Inadequate.

The church'pictured—at Starke. Fla.— 
was ample enough for a town of 2.500. but 
now the civilian and soldier population

Let’s Give Them 
qpODAY In training camps In the South 
1 are 750.000 boys — sons, brothers, bus 

Itands. They are away from home 
are meeting sacriflclally an emergency 

More serious than any military danger 
may become the spiritual crisis if these 
boys away from home are not cared for 
by an adequate religious program

These boys are from our churches. and
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Camp Calls
Pastor Lightfoot Sends 

Urgent S.O.S. From
Camp Blanding

CIVILIAN population which 
has trebled and a soldier pop­
ulation now ten times the nor­

mal civilian population—that is the 
story in figures of the staggering 
growth In a few months of Starke, 
Fla., and Camp Blanding.

But there is another story not told 
in figures—a story of a struggling lit­
tle church and her noble pastor hero­
ically trying with limited facilities to 
meet the spiritual needs of the Incom­
ing thousands.

That other story is grapically relat­
ed. week by week, in throbbing ap­
peals from the pastor. Rev. A. E. 
Lightfoot. Here are the burning par­
agraphs, just as he wrote them to the 
Home Mission Board:

January 20. 1941.
The evangelistic possibilities at 

Camp Blanding are great, and a splen­
did opportunity awaits us if something 
can be provided closer. While prop­
erty is in demand and brings high 
prices, I have reason to believe that 
a site could be obtained just outside 
the camp itself which would make an 
excellent site for a tabernacle or tent.

We are having remarkable success 
with the soldiers, and finding the 
chaplains quite cooperative. We are 
attracting a number of soldiers for 
services and have had about forty al­
ready by letter and baptism.

March IS. 1941.
Our deacons and trustees realize, as 

I do also, that it is Impossible to ade­
quately take care of the fast-growing 
situation alone. We all realize that 
our working force and facilities, to say 
nothing of our experience, is inade­
quate to take care alone of the great 
growth we expect. We have had thir­
teen more additions in the past ten 
days.

April 20. 1941.
In the last few days there have been 

some rapid developments.
The Y. M- C. A. is spending $30,000 

here in repairs to a place and In 
placing a staff of four workers here 
just to give entertainment to the boys. 
The state' has a staff of six workers 
in the American Legion Hall provid­
ing supervised recreation. The Meth­
odist Board has given their church 
here $2,500 for a recreational build­
ing. . Today I learn that the Catholics

are planning a chapel and recreational 
building.

Our facilities are taxed to capacity. 
We might have squeezed in fifteen 
more people last Sunday.

Seventy per cent of the 155th Infan­
try are Baptists. A great per cent of 
the civilian group in the camp are 
Baptists.

May 21. 1941.
Our situation Is getting a little bet­

ter. The mud is settling, and we can 
feel a steadiness in the Increase now. 
The town Is growing, and an Invest­
ment by the Catholics to the amount 
of $75,000 tells of their judgment In 
the matter.

You will pardon undue impatience 
in this matter, but these great Bap­
tist boys here and their friends who 
are moving in daily are near my heart 
and are very worthwhile. I am anxi­
ous that we not lose them and can see 
how the army life is working a change 
In many already.

May 26. 1941.
New homes are being built With 

the new homes there will be new peo­
ple coming to town. If as many Bap­
tists come In proportion as there are 
Baptists in the camp, we may rea­
sonably expect a good growth in our 
church. The school authorities have 
a bill in Congress, which has passed 
the House, to build additional school 
facilities to the amount of $200,000

It appears that we need the follow­
ing to meet the needs decently and 
adequately

First, we need some sort of adjust­
ment in our building so that we may 
adequately challenge Baptists and oth­
ers who are coming in to unite with 
our church and all of its organizations.

At the evening hour we are serving 
with joy up to 200 soldiers. More 
would come with more attractive and 
adequate facilities.

We need modest facilities for recre­
ation and social activities, and certain­
ly rooms for training union activities. 
We would need also a small religious 
library to which periodicals would be 
made available for our Baptist men

Further there Is needed at least a 
couple who could contact and attract 
the working group and civilians con­
nected with the camp and also the of­
ficers' families located near the town 
and cn the lake.

June 9. 1941.
If you really seriously want us to 

do a real job in behalf of the soldiers

Rev. A. E. Lightfoot

in camp, and the Baptist people who 
are flocking In, we petition you for 
buildings of such nature ns to attract 
and serve those who are our respon­
sibility here, requiring a minimum 
of $15,000. This is modest in view of 
the needs and what others are doing

June 24. 1941.
One of the things that has chal­

lenged me most tn connection with 
these boys has lieen their expressions 
of gratitude in prayer They are con­
stantly thanking God for what the 
church means to their spiritual lives, 
and they fell me frankly that they 
need It

One boy said to me. Preacher, you'll 
never know how much it means to us 
boys to have a church where we can 
keep up the normal life as we knew It 
back home "

I do not exaggerate when I suggest 
that we have had at least 1,000 men 
from the camp in church or training 
union at least once during the last 
quarter My deep regret has been that 
our church Is unable at its best to 
provide what these boys need.

I------------------------------------------------
? Strictly Religious
' 'Y^T'E must keep our Baptist 
1 work separate in our think- 
' ing. The program planned by 
j the Home Mission Board is a re- 
| ligious program. We plan to 
I work in the camps in coopera- 
' tion with the chaplains, and on 
’ the outside of the camps we plan 
I to work in coooeration with the 
j Baptist churches contiguous to 
! the camps. Our work is distinct- 
I ly and purely religious.

August, 1941.

All-Out Evangelism During 
Complete Emergency

Roland Q. Leavell
and trust the Lord Jesus Christ! We 
must have all-out evangelism.

Arsenals of Christianity
The Home Mission Board and the 

25,259 Southern Baptist churches must 
be the "arsenals of Christianity" in 
the battle for character In the camps. 
The Home Board is going to the very 
limit in trying to "Carry Christ to 
the Camps."

The churches can “Carry Christ to
_ISTINCTLY I recall one moon- 
| J light night in France in May.

X 191X. I sat in a trench look­
ing across No Man s Land to the Ger­
man trenches. I was talking to a sen­
try aliout his soul's salvation. He ac­
cepted Christ as Saviour that night, 
and thereby prepared for abundant life 
here or for everlasting life hereafter.

Ab our country Is planning to call 
ten million men Into military, naval 
or aviation service within the next 
five years, this opportunity for lead­
ing millions to Christ is offered to 
our people. We thank God that the 
Home Mission Board can Uike over the 
leadership in soul-winning In the 
scores of camps among the men in 
service.

Complete Emergency
"Our nation Is In a state of com­

plete emergency." says our President. 
Indeed we are. In no area of our life 
is the emergency more acute than in 
the spiritual. We must "Carry Christ 
to our Camps". Christian character 
is our ultimate and only complete de­
fense. For of what value is our army 
or navy or air force if the characters 
of the officers and the enlisted men 
are not Christian? The strength of 
our forces is no greater and no weaker 
than the characters of the men.

In the third century n.< the Chinese 
built a wall 1.400 miles across their 
northern border, for security against 
Invasion It averaged twenty feet 
high and thirteen feet thick, and had 
a fortified tower about every one 
hundred yards

Yet China was Invaded three times 
within the next one hundred years, 
and not one time did the Invaders 
cale the wall or attack the towers, 
hey simply bribed the gatekeepers 
nd walked through.

People with character and without 
a wall are stronger than those with a 
wall and without character. Our first 
line of defense today and tomorrow 
against dreaded foes abroad or the 
more dangerous foes within Is to build 
Christian character in our young men.

The ten million men who will go 
into service within the next five years 
will determine the life of our land, 
socially, morally and spiritually, for 
the next generation. These men must 
be led to Christ, for their sake, for 
our sake, and for Christ's sake!

All-Out Evangelism
Men in the service are taken sud­

denly away from the two greates' 
evangelistic Institutions, the home and 
the church. Bible study and prayer 
become exceedingly more difficult tn 
a military or naval camp than in more 
normal life at home The restraints 
of family reputation, the constraints 
of conventionality, and the influences 
of friends are largely overthrown 
when one goes into the service. The 
one power that can hold a young man 
to his father's God and to his moth­
er's Saviour is Christ in his life

Often during World War 1. while 
I was in the camps. I saw young men 
living clean and sober lives and mak­
ing good soldiers. Others were grov­
elling in the muck of drunkenness, 
vice, profanity, and gambling — the 
four dreadful demons of army life.

I asked scores of them about their 
previous experiences. invariably I 
found that those who were collapsing 
in character had never l>een converted 
to Christ, while those who stood clean 
and true were Christians in experi­
ence.

The millions of young men of our 
land must be led to know and love

the Camps" by generous contributions 
to the Southern Baptist Emergency 
Appeal. This money will provide 
equipment and workers for evangel- , 
Ism In strategic locations near the 120 
camps In the Southland. There are 
at least two hundred Baptist churches 
near these camps which must have our 
aid in meeting their evangelistic op­
portunities.

The churches can have their service 
leagues, which minister to their own 
young men in the service. They can 
send each a Bible, the church paper, 
the state Baptist paper, a subscrip­
tion to the daily devotional magazine.
Open Windotos. a subscription to
Southern Baptist Home Missions and 
The Commission, and an occasional 
post card shower. They can pray dally 
for the conversion of the lost and the
consecration of the saved men.

Parents can write chaplains about 
their boys. The Home Bpar^ and 
other denominational agencies ar&^of- 
fering chaplains their fullest coope^- 
tion in working inside the camps.

Revival in the Camps
It is entirely possible that "the re­

vival for which we pray" may come 
to ns from within the army camps. 
Who knows?

Such a revival happened during the 
latter part of the War Between the 
States. In the midst of horrible con­
ditions of immorality, a mighty re­
vival burst out in the Southern army 
during 1864-65. Over 150.000 soldiers 
were swept Into the kingdom of God, 
and an equal number of backslldden 
Christians were restored. Many thou­
sands of them became preachers and 
missionaries. Christ was then very 
real in the camps.

May God grant that It may be thus 
in our camps today!
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Winning Jews to Christ—
A Christian’s Privilege and Duty

By JACOB GARTENHAUS

F
OR years many individual church 

members who may have occa­
sionally felt the urge tn win 

their Jewish friends to Christ have 
dismissed the idea as something be­
yond human accomplishment. When 
church canvasses have been made 
many times the Jewish home has lieen 
shunned as if it bore the placard of 
some contagious disease. Thus the 
Jew has often been pitilessly excluded 
in al) efforts to reach the lost.

In my travels I have found that 
scores If not hundreds of Jews for 
years had lived within a stone's throw 
of the Christian churches, met and 
mingled daily with Christian people 
in a business and social way. even 
intermarrying with them, but as far 
as their knowledge of the Gospel mes­
sage was concerned, they might as 
well have lived In tht> jungles of 
Africa I can recall several such in­
dividuals who did not have a better 
conception of Christianity than the 
most neglected heathens who have 
been beyond the reach of any mis­
sionary

When I told one Jewish friend that 
Christians believe in the same Jeho­
vah as he. he asked. "What about the 
branding of the cross on Jews when 
they become Christians?"

"And you. a man of your Intelli­
gence who has lived here all these 
years still believe in such fairy tales?" 
I asked "Why. the true follower of 
Christ is as much opposed to anything 
that even smacks of Idolatry as any 
Jew has ever been.”

Definite Duty to Perform
I opened my New Testament and 

read to him several passages wherein 
was the strongest condemnation of 
heathenism in every form and the 
strongest defense of monotheism. I 
wish Christian people could have seen 
bls expression and how quickly his 
attitude was changed. Oh. my dear 
Christian friends. If you could but 
realize the opportunity which lies at 
>our very doors! Let us not be sulf 

■mplacent and satisfied with a mer« 
• "Ulributlon to missions, or attendance 

1 a meeting, an occasional prayer. 
I'he Great Commission tells us that It 

not enough to send the Gospel; we 
commanded to GO. Each one has 

definite duty to perform. Many

Christians have deprived themselves 
of the greatest joy that can come into 
their lives by refraining from person­
ally sharing the Gospel with their 
Jewish friends.

The satisfaction that comes to an 
Individual who has rescued anothev 
from drowning or burning to death is 
not to be compared one thousandth 
of a time with the joy that comes to 
the heart of one who has won a Jew 
to the Saviour. To this many can tes­
tify.

1 could tell of many blessed experi­
ences of Christian people who at first 
looked upon the Jew as a hopeless 
task but who upon earnest and tactful 
approach had their entire vision 
changed Many a Jew who has been

CHRISTIAN AND JEW
Say nut a Christian err would perse 

cute a Jew;
I f.'rnfilr might, but not a Christian 

true.
Pilate unri Roman guatd that frilly 

tried.
And with that great Jew's death an 

empire died.

You read a Rible passed to you with 
age.

A Jew wrote this, and that, and each 
succeeding page

The Hook where Moses had so much 
to say.

That law he gave, makes statute books 
today.

The prwt sang of shepherd's care so 
kind,

Your mother found that Psalm a so­
lace to her mind.

I h. I'arid wrote for her tar better 
than he knew.

The Lord my Shepherd" written by 
a Jew.

When Christians gather in cathedral, 
church or hall.

Hearts turn toward One -the name of 
Jesus call.

Y"it cannot persecute whatever else 
you do—

The race who gave Him —Jesus was a 
Jew.

— Reprinted from
"flaven of Rest."

13

lifted from darkness into the marvel­
ous light of the Gospel would still be 
enslaved by his traditions were It not 
for these faithful few.

Long enough have we neglected our 
Jewish friends. If God is speaking to 
your heart will you not hear His plea 
in behalf of His people who now more 
than ever beckon to us with out­
stretched arms: “Come over and help 
us." Christ can answer Israel's cry 
through you.

More than half of my life has been 
spent in study and work among my 
people, and it has seemed good to the 
Lord to crown my ministry. I shall 
count it a great joy to assist anyone 
desiring to share in this blessed work 
of giving the Gospel to our Jewish 
friends.

Literature Points the Way
Our literature has been pronounced 

by Christian Jewish leaders as the 
finest for the modern Jew. I shall be 
glad to send copies upon request. I 
would call special attention to the 
tract. "How to Win the Jew to 
Christ," which every Christian worker 
among the Jews should have. The six­
teen editions which have been pub­
lished to meet the demands of Chris­
tian workers the world over is the 
best proof of Its usefulness. "A New 
Emphasis on Jewish Evangelization 
Through the Local Church," contains 
a plan for the organization of Friends 
of Israel prayer groups. Surely there 
are enough individuals in your com­
munity who would be interested in 
organizing such a group. Even if there 
are only two or three we have the 
promise of His presence. 1 shall be 
glad to hear from you. "Pray for the
Peace of Jerusalem: they shall prosper 
that

EARN 
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Desire to Win Others 
Shown by Indian Girls

After Visit of Workers 
n EAL opportunity for reaching the

Indian tribes where the mission­
ary cannot enter is evident in the 
work among the young people, as a 
recent experience of Missionary A. W. 
Hancock reveals.

When the missionary and his wife 
visited the government school at Chi- 
locco they received permission from 
the superintendent to give the young 
people an opportunity to make a pro­
fession of faith. The response was 
ready and the Spirit of God worked 
mightily in the hearts of the students, 
according to Brother Hancock. Thir­
teen made professions of faith.

After the service some of the girls 
asked Mrs. Hancock to come to their 
rooms for prayer and consultation. 
These showed heavy burdens for their 
families who are pagan worshipers.

“These were of the Shawnee tribe.” 
writes the missionary, “and we have 
known for some time that the Shaw- 
nees In the section from which these 
girls come are without religious work 
of any sort except the Peyote reli­
gion."

These young people are now the 
hope of reaching their families for
Christ.

Three Camps in One City
IITE need help. We must have help." 
’’ writes Dr. G. Kearnie Keegan, 

pastor of the Emmanuel Baptist 
Church. Alexandria. La., to whose city 
soon will come approximately 100.000 
soldiers.
‘ Already thousands of soldiers are 
enlisted in the three large camps near 
Alexandria, and many more will come 
in the near future.

“We are looking to the Home Board 
with its great missionary .heart and 
understanding leadership to come over 
Into Macedonia and help us." writes 
Dr. Keegan. “My church definitely de­
sires to do its part and until further 
help comes we accept the responsi­
bility."

Dr. Keegan reports that the church's 
social hall has been opened to soldiers 
on Saturday afternoons, and the young 
men of the church arc seeking to en­
tertain them and provide for their 
needs.

CHINESE FIND NEW 
OPPORTUNITY

A NEW opportunity of service 
2 * among the Chinese in El 
Paso. Texas, has been opened in 
reaching the Chinese soldiers in 
training in that city, writes Miss 
Viola Campbell, missionary.

A program was presented for 
the soldiers recently, followed 
by a period of fellowship. Many 
Chinese men were present who 
had not been attending church 
services.

“If we can provide a room 
here with some games and Chi­
nese papers and magazines we 
can better reach the boys," the 
missionary writes. “The gam­
bling places are endeavoring to 
get them.”

Sfr

Worker Receives Gift
For Boys’ Work Shop 

11THEN a Christian in New Orleans 
" learned of the significant work 

being done with young boys at the 
Good Will Center under the direction 
of Miss Gladys Keith. Home Board 
missionary, he sent a check for $100, 
designating the money to be used to 
buy tools for a work shop. The mis­
sionary felt this a definite answer 
to prayer.

Immediately Miss Keith began to 
consider space where a shop could be 
located. The cost of building such a 
shop behind the Good Will Center 
will be more than she had anticipated, 
but friends in several of the churches 
have assured her that the shop will 
Im* built. Already she has received 
$25 on it.

"We have been praying for a shop," 
says Miss Keith. "No one will ever 
know how glad we are about it "

Plans for New Civilians 
pLANS for enlisting in church ac- 
1 tivlty civilians drawn to the com­
munity around Fort Benning as well 
as the soldiers are already being made 
by Columbus. Ga., pastors who feel 
the real urgency of the situation.

"We have purchased a lot near the 
Fort property." writes Dr. George C. 
Gibson, speaking for the pastors, "and 
plan to put up a tent where we can 
begin preaching immediately."

As soon as a nucleus of Baptists can 
be gathered the pastors expect to 
make them charter members of a new 
church.

New Convert Happy, 
Returns to Services

Bringing Lost Brother 
JUST as Andrew brought Pet. r to 
* Christ after he had found Him. so 
did a young man on the field s., ved 
by Miss Mary Headen, missionary |n 
southern Illinois.

When this young man came to the 
missionary for help in seeking the 
way of salvation, they knelt together 
in prayer and he soon accepted Christ 
as his Saviour.

"My parents and my brother are 
not saved." were his first words after 
arising from his knees.

To the next service this new con- 
vert brought his brother. He ex­
pressed a desire to be saved la-fore he 
left the church, and after prayer with 
some of the others he. too. made a 
complete surrender

"1 now feel a peace in my heart." 
the brother said

Together the brothers are praying 
that soon the parents will come to 
the services and find the salvation 
which is theirs.

French Missionaries 
Find Spiritual Hunger

JACKING a revival meeting on the 
French Indian field near Houma.

I-a.. the people showed true hunger 
for the Word of God.

Kev I^awrence Thllsideaux assisted 
Rev. Berkman DeVille, missionary on 
the field, preaching and visiting in 
the homes in a section where there 
had lieen no work

"The radiant smiles on the faces of 
those long neglected people was an 
Indication of the appreciation of the 
coming of the missionaries Into their 
homes." writes Brother Thibodeaux.

Only one was converted during the 
meeting, but others became definite­
ly Interested, (he worker reports

New Worker Ordained
At Impressive Service

A BEAUTIFUL service was that at 
which Rev Luke Johnson, newly 

appointed missionary nt Casa Blanca. 
Ariz.. was ordained into the ministry.

The candidate answered practically 
all questions with Scripture quota­
tions. and as the council filed Io to 
lay hands there were muffled ex- na­
tions of Joy throughout the com ■ u’S- 
tion. according to Rev. C. F Ft i-r. 
missionary in Cooledge. Ariz t" a 
hundred attended the service

August, 1941.

If 100,000 Baptists Would 
Visit Tullahoma 

pERSONS who know best the needs 
1 which have prompted the South­
ern Baptist Emergency Appeal are the 
pastors near the camps. Here is a 
sample of their repeated pleas for help 

(Ms one frolfr'Rev. () c Kidd. Tulla­
homa. Tenn., near Camp Forrest:

"I hope and pray that the Baptists 
of the South will open their hearts to 
our crying needs July 27 and that the 
$300.(100 and even more will come in 
on (hat day. and it would if about 
100,000 could visit our town and 
church for one Sunday lietween now 
and July 27.

"I am offering my services at my 
church's expense to appear before any 
meeting between now and July 27 that 
would help to increase this offering."

Church Would Sponsor 
Air Field Worker 

A SUGGESTION that his church 
would sponsor the activities of 

a young man for work In the air hase 
near Selma. Ala., has come from Dr. 
John A. Davison, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church. Selma

If arrangements could Im- made for 
the employment of such a person. Dr. 
Davison suggests, the church would 
sponsor his activities and back him 
in the work Pastors of Selma are 
working together In making plans for 
meeting their responsibility.

Chaplain Needs Literature
A N urgent request for song books.

Billies. Iwtoks. and other materials 
comes fmm Chaplain Marshall G. 
Mines at Fort Sam Houston. Texas.

“Having lieen assigned to a regi­
ment which heretofore has not had 
a chaplain. I find myself In need of 
a great deal of equipment." Chaplain 
Mines states.

MEXICAN FAMILY 
WON

AN entire Catholic family of 
B six have recently made pro­

fession of faith in the church at 
Kerrville. Texas, where Rev. E. 
V. Rodriguez is missionary pas­
tor.

Following a funeral service 
conducted by the missionary for 
the older brother in the family, 
all the members began attending 
the Baptist church. Now they 
have accepted Christ as their 

I personal Saviour.

DIRECTORY
'THE complete directory of 
1 workers of the Home Mis­

sion Board is printed on this 
page each quarter. It was car­
ried in the June issue, and will 
run again in September.

MEXICAN FAMILY BEGINS 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE

A N entire Mexican family has begun 
attending church services after 

Miss Amelia Diaz, missionary in San 
Antonio, visited them for three years.

On Miss Diaz's last visit the father 
said. "I realize that you are teaching 
the Gospel." He and his family have 
started to Sunday school and church.

The father's mother, a worshiper of 
idols, is also Interested and has been 
glad that her son has begun going to 
church.

"God Is blessing this home." Miss 
Diaz writes. "This man now doses 
his store and goes to church on Sun­
day "

A Supreme Opportunity
OOITHERN BAPTISTS never faced 

a situation which has in It more 
of promise or menace than the camp 
situation which they now face

These boys in the camps will come 
back home either with their faith cold 
and disillusioned as to the Interest 
which the churches back home take 
In those who are drafted Into service, 
or else they will come Imck with the 
spiritual fires burning to a glow in 
their souls and their hearts aflame 
with appreciation for the interest and 
concern which the churches through­
out the land have shown in their reli­
gious welfare.

The members of our churches now 
have the opportunity of making or 
marring the future history of America 
by what (hey do for these boys in the 
camps.

In the next decade or two the entire 
responsible citizenship of our land will 
pass through these training camps. 
During this period we will set a pat­
tern for American civilization.

If the pattern we set looks after the 
spiritual life of these men in training 
as well as their preparation for the 
defense of our country, then these 
men. with their lives rooted in faith 
in God. will not only preserve the In­
stitutions of liberty, but will also guar­
antee '.he establishment of a social 
order in which righteousness and jus­
tice prevail.
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Church Seats 200 — 
Camp Has 35,000 

pLANS for building a larger church 
and Sunday school plant are in the 

minds and hearts of the members of 
tlie First Baptist Church. Tullahoma. 
Tenn., nearest church to Camp Forrest 
which has approximately 35.000 boys 
enrolled

Although the church has only about 
400 members, the opportunity and re­
sponsibility of caring for the boys in 
their spiritual life is upon their hearts, 
and they are already giving liberally 
for a new building. Their present 
Sunday school quarters will not hold 
over 300.

Civilian Defense Workers 
Create Mission Field 

"pROBABLY one of our biggest prob­
lems is the swarms of civilian de­

fense workers that are coming into 
this community." writes Rev. John 
H. Garber, pastor of the Hampton 
Baptist church at Hampton. Va. "Lit­
erally thousands of them are coming 
and thousands of housing units are be­
ing built."

Pastors in the communities round 
about are cooperating in their efforts 
to meet the problem by contacting as 
piany of the new people as possible 
and directing them to the churches 
that are accessible. They are also 
making plans for mission stations, but 
they need assistance in making these 
plans a reality.

Larger Building Needed 
ll^ITH thousands of soldiers from 
’’ Fort Knox. Ky.. within Its ter­

ritory and many boys from ‘an NYA 
camp nearby, the First Bajfustuhurch 
of Vine Grove, Ky.. finds itseH^in 
immediate need of a larger building, 
writes Rev. C. L. Nlceley. pastor.

The church is making plans for a 
new building just as soon as they 
can secure funds.
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TO the fields In White County, 
Ark., approximately 30,000 mi­
grants moved during the berry 

season in 1941. Among these thou­
sands were some 1,250 children too 
young to work.

Many of these people have lived a 
wandering life for years — following 
the harvest fields where work can be 
found — but to others this experience 
was new.

Among these thousands of migrant 
people some are well-born and bred, 
well endowed physically aJid mental­
ly, and some know Christ and rejoice 
in His love. But the larger numbers 
of them are acquainted with sorrow, 
suffering, sickness, and strife and un­
acquainted with the Saviour.

Sowing the Seed in a Trailer

These people need the Gospel. This 
is a field which is challenging South 
ern Baptists, and one which the Home 
Mission Board desires to enter when 
funds become available.

From Rev. Homer H. King, pastor 
of the Baptist church at Bald Knob, 
Ark., comes the report that he and 

>ur other workers 
iis year met the
e s p o n s i b i 1 i t y 

around them with 
the limited pro­
gram of work with­
in their power and 
means.

"Our program 
has been three­
fold.” said Brother
King. "First, we 
opened a migrant 
center where we 
sought to care for 
the small children 
up to about eight 
years. The ones 
who were old 
enough to learn 
were taught Bible 
verses, songs, and 
stories.
I "Second, we made 
sick visits and dis­
pensed medicines 
and then sought to 
follow up the con­
tacts thus made. 
By this method we 
were able to enter 
many tents, trail­
ers. and shacks 
that’ otherwise af­
forded us little or 
no opportunity , 

"Third, we held 
evangelistic serv­
ices In the camps.”

A

Challenge
For

Reapers
Many experiences gave Brother King 

excellent opportunities for telling of 
Christ and His power to wive.

“One morning Mrs. King started 
out of a house trailer with a tiny baby 
In her arms." he relates "She no­
ticed that the baby's breath was com­
ing in short gasps. She quickly re­
turned to the young mother who told 
her that the baby had had those spells 
all of his life but she felt that Mrs 
King could take better care of him 
than she could.

Berry Pickers’ Children at Bald Knob

"Little Eugene's mother met us one 
morning, asking us to look at the boy’g 
shoulder. The collar bone was frac­
tured. She let us have the boy that 
day and went on about her berry 
picking with utmost confidence in our 
ability to care for the little fellow.

"Surely God Inspired these people to 
have confidence in us."

This is the second year that the 
migrant center has been opened at 
Bald Knob.

One girl who returned with the mi­
grants this year was won to Christ 
at Bald Knob last year. However, at 
the time of her conversion her mother 
had said that she could not unite with 
a church and be baptized until she 
had proved herself for one year. With 
her this year she had her Testament 
which she had been given, and It 
showed that it had been well used. 
The love of Christ seemed to radia'e 
from her. Brother King says

The Field Is Migrant, Too
"One night we were on our way to 

the home of one of the berry grow­
ers for an evangelistic service." the

worker continues, 
"when we saw a 
group of boys and 
young men lying 
on the ground tell­
ing stories I 
slopped and asked 
them to come to 
services. They re­
sponded to the in­
vitation Rev. O. M. 
Stallings brought 
a soul-stirring mes­
sage. and two of 
I hese a c <• e p t e d 
Christ, while six 
reded lea led their 
lives "

The n e e <1 and 
challenge for a 
missionary who 
ran travel with the 
migrants is shown 
by Brother King’s 
statement that just 
in the middle of 
the season the 
price of berries fell 
and most of the 
pickers left

"Our period of 
sowing had hern 
done, but we • "iild 
not follow them up 
for the harvest Oh. 
that there "1 r«* 
someone els* to 
take the story * i’h 

them."


