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Love’s Atmosphere

Scientists tell us if we could see 
the sun outside our atmosphere it 

would look blue.
Is that the real trouble with the 

misanthrope, the pessimist, the skep­
tic, the sinner? that each is seeing 
life outside the atmosphere of love 
and prayer? Hence, everything is 
distorted and off color. Neither God 
nor man seem worthy of praise; good­
ness is a sham; all men are liars; life 
is not worth living.

These people need to get inside the 
atmosphere of love, and then all life 
■will be changed.

Population Trends
A SURVEY made by Fortune shows 

** that the highest birth rale in the 
United States is found in the south­
east and the southwest. The lowest 
rates are in the industrial states, nota 
bly New York, and In Nebraska and 
Kansas.

According to this survey If the pres 
ent differential in the birth rales con 
tlnues the future population of the 
United States will come largely from 
the farms and villages.

The ratio of birth rale in 1941) was 
19.1 per 1,000 people, and the rale 
in the cities with a population of over 
2,500 was only 17.1. Fifty-six and 
one-half per cent of the population of 
the United States live in these low 
birth-rate cities.

Let us "not forget, as Baptists, that 
the field for our mission endeavor 
Is two-fold—the cities and the coun­
try. We must not neglect the country 
districts where we find the largest 
birth rate today, for the children of 
today will be the men and women of 
tomorrow.

A World-wide Denomination 
rpHE Baptist Standard says, "Bap- 
* lists should now face the prospect 

of having a world wide denomination 
tn a few years. The Baptist World 
Alliance is the beginning of it. Prog­
ress ought te be rapid in every coun­
try where there are Baptist churches.'

The Protestant press of the country, 
and especially the Federal Council 
Bulletin, Is promoting the idea of an 

ecumenical church. Of course with 
Baptists there is no such thing as a 
world-wide church.

As the Baptist Standard well says. 
"It should be understood clearly that 
this movement does not mean a world­
wide Baptist church. In fact, there 
Is no such thing as the Baptist church. 
Every Baptist church is a local organ 
ization only."

But we do have and can have a 
world wide Baptist denomination, and 
when this war is over we should make 
the Bapatlst faith ecumenical. But 
let us be sure that it Is purely, essen­
tially and fundamentally the histor 
leal Baptist faith in all of its ele­
ments and parts.

Getting Ready for the Future
IN a reeent issue of the Western 
1 Recorder. Editor John I). Freeman, 
in speaking of the report of the corrt- 
mittee on preparation for post war 
missions, had this to say, "We regret 
that It failed to make more definite 
the dire need for Immediate enlarge 
ment of every phase of our mission 
work here at home." He then sajs, 
"We will do the utmost all the way if. 
while planning to save the rest of 
the world, we launch immediately a 
gigantic sacrificial effort to save 
America."

A saved America is the hope of the 
world's salvation. If we lose Amer­
ica to Christianity, we have lost the 
chance of evangelizing the world

Educational Progress Among 
Negroes

'THE Government has Just Issued a 
1 booklet outlining the progress that 
Negroes have made, educationally and 
economically. The booklet declares 
that In 1916 there were only 1.643 stn 
dents in Negro colleges, but at the 
present time there are over 40.00u 
There are approximately 100 universl 
ties and colleges devoted exclusively 
to Negro education.

In the seventeen Southern states 
during the year 1915. only 58% of 
the Negro children between six and 
fourteen were enrolled in schools. By 
the year 1940 85.9% of the children 
between the ages of five and seventeen

—which is a much wider range were 
regularly in attendance at schools.

The booklet further declares that 
the latest information at hand puts 
elementary school attendance at 2- 
174.460, and high school attendance 
at 254,580. The latter uumber has 
more than doubled In the past ten 
years.

Because of Ibis advance In the edu­
cation of Negro children, It is not far 
distant to the lime when the Negroes 
must have a well educated and well 
trained ministry.

The Home Mission Board Is endeav­
oring to help our Negro brethren in 
the training of their preachers. We 
have placed Bible teachers in twenty 
of their colleges. We hope to enlarge 
this work. It is In an educated min­
istry that we must hope for the solu­
tion of the racial problem of the 
South.

The Trend in Crime
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I EDGAR HOOVER, director of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

tells us that the trend In crime is 
downward, that Is. the criminals are 
becoming younger.

He says. "Despite the fact that mil­
lions of young men are in the armed 
forces or gainfully employed in war 
production, the numlier of youths un­
der twenty-one arrested for assault In­
creased 17.1%; for criminal assault 
10.6%; for disorderly conduct 26.2%. 
and for drunkenness 30.3%.

"In the years 1934 to 1941." Mr 
Hoover adds, “the predominant age 
group among boys arrested was nine­
teen, but the latest figures show boys 
aged eighteen have outstripped all 
other age groups In crime."

There is also an increase In crime 
among minor girls. "Prostitution and 
commercialized vice among younger 
girls," he tells us. "increased 64.8%, 
while those arrested for other sex 
offenses Increased 104.7%. Increases 
of 39 9% and 69.9%, respectively, were 
leglstered for drunkenness and dp 
orderly conduct."

These figures ought to wake our 
people up. If the youth of today be­
comes criminal, what can we hope for 
the land of tomorrow?
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THE Federal Council of Churches in the 
Federal Council Bulletin for March advocates 
the establishment of an ecumenical church 

—a world-wide ecclesiastical organization with 
power and authority to speak for Christianity. 
The Council is taking advantage of the present 

war situation to em- 
The Church Unity phasize organic church 
We Need union-

The Council over­
looks the fact that. Christians do not have to be 
tied up in one world-wide ecclesiastical organiza­
tion to present a united front to the world. The 
Cnited States of America is composed of one 
hundred and thirty-five million individuals. There 
are between five and ten million homes. These 
individuals and these homes are separate enti­
ties, and yet we are one nation presenting a solid 
front to the Axis powers. We do not have to be 
organized into one great home in which all indi­
viduals are members in order to have a united 
nation. Individuality, independent thinking and 
personal conviction on the part of each individual 
in the nation only makes us a stronger people. 
These things do not divide us when great issues 
are at stake. We are all the more Americans.

It is strange that certain individuals in the 
Christian world think that we cannot present a 
united front to a lost world unless we are all tied 
up in one ecclesiastical bundle. Organic union is 
not essential to unity of purpose on the part of 
the churches. The various denominations have 
their individual articles of faith. They are not 
agreed on the way the church should be organ­
ized or how the ordinances should be adminis­
tered, but they all agree that righteousness exalt­
'd h a nation and that sin is a disgrace to any 
people. All Christians have the same Bible. The 
mission of all is to preach the Gospel to the lost, 
and while different groups approach this ta$k in 
different ways, they are one in their purpose to 
1 angelize the nations.

There was a time when the denominations 
were antagonistic toward each other. They mag­
nified points of difference. There were debates 
I "-tween the leaders. The magazines and papers 
<>f the various groups were filled with articles 
1 ondemning other groups. The pulpit on many 

-casions was used to denounce the beliefs of 
others The relation between members of dif­
ferent faith was sometimes unchristian. One 
uroup wis disposed to denounce all the ether 
groups as heretics. It was not a very pleasant

situation. We understand now, in a better way, 
what religious freedom means. We not only 
grant to everyone the right to his own faith, but 
we stand pledged also to defend him in that right. 
We have a sense of brotherhood in Christ with 
all true believers of every faith and feel spiritual 
kinship in the kingdom. We are working as in­
dividual units, it is true, but each one working 
without animosity, prejudice or antagonism to­
ward any other group.

It seems to us that the whole Christian atmos­
phere would be greatly clarified if the leaders in 
every church group would recognize the fact 
that there is a difference in the belief of the vari­
ous Christian groups and that each group is 
responsible to God. It does not matter how they 
came to have the faith they have, but since they 
believe as they do they could not be true to 
themselves if they were not true to their faith. 
Therefore the proponents of organic church 
union should quit trying to force the various 
denominations into an ecclesiastical union that 
would stultify their conscience. Let us be broth­
ers in Christ and work together as individual 
denominations for the one great purpose of evan­
gelizing the nations, each group taking its place 
and expending its powers as an autonomous body 
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit in mak­
ing Christ known to men as Saviour and Lord. 
If we would do this as brother organizations in 
Christ, working each one in his own way and all 
for the advancement of the kingdom of God, and 
none of us trying to persuade the bwers of us to 
stultify our faith, it seems to us that we would 
go much farther towards presenting a unified 
front to a lost world than we are now doing with 
the present agitation for organic church union.

We sincerely hope that Baptists will always 
maintain their denominational integrity. At the 
same time, we sincerely hope that Baptists will 
always be ready to recognize the spiritual integ­
rity of all Christian people and will gladly give 
to everyone what they claim for themselves, 
namely, the right to believe and work in their 
own way for the cause which Christ has com­
mitted to them.

May the day soon come when no church can 
derive its missionary satisfaction from the glam­
our of a distant horizon, but when the triumphs 
of ti e missionary mterprise all arouni the world 
will be the supreme glory of our churches.
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which seemed to offer panaceas for 
problems, we have overlooked the 
people, a majority of whom lived In 
the country. We need to come to 
a new realization that the rural folk 
not only produce two ears of com 
where one grew before, but they have 
been producing two Baptists where 
one was before.

In discussing the opportunities for 
Intensifying the rural church pro­
gram, there are several factors which 
might be considered with profit. It 
is impossible here to give an exhaus­
tive appraisal of these factors, but 
some facts can be suggested in outline 
which will raise points for considera­
tion.

In any discussion of the rural 
church problem in the South, It is 
necessary first to sketch a background 
of some of the economic and social, 
as well as the spiritual factors, which 
have had their effect on Southern 
agriculture. Secondly, it would be 
well to state as clearly as possible 
some of the definite rural church 
problems. Then we can honestly ap­
praise what is being done to solve 
these problems. Finally, we might 
in this discussion reach some con- 
cldslons, or, at least, find some start­
ing points for intensifying the rural 
church program.

As a school boy on a farm in Ten-

Fires Burn Lower 
In Rural Churches
Today ’« Country Church Problems 
Have Background in Economic, 
Social and Agricultural Factors

By Andrew Potter
Executive Secretary-Treasurer 

Baptist Convention of Oklahoma

F
OOD will win the war and write the peace,” 
Secretary of Agrlcultrue Wickard recently said 
in an address which reflects the truth that Amer- 
Jca is rediscovering her rural life. For America, as 

the arsenal of democracy, has become the food larder 
for the entire world. And the farmer, long consid­
ered. especially in the South, merely as an underpriv­
ileged class, is again considered In his place of right­
ful dignity.

Swift says in his Gulliver's Travels, "... and he 
gave it for his opinion that whoever could make two 
ears of corn, or two blades of grass, to grow upon a 
spot where only one grew before, would deserve better 
of mankind."

Ail of us agree our farmers deserve better of man­
kind, but we confess in the same breath that we have 
neglected them. In a search for budgets and programs

nessee, I had it drilled Into my head 
that all of our troubles were caused 
by the "Yankees". The War Between 
the States was held responsible for 
all the ills which had befallen the 
South. I was taught to believe that 
our soil would be richer; our mules 
would have more energy; our crops 
would grow faster; and I would have 
more food to eat and better clothes 
to wear If the Confederacy had won.

A Two-fold Problem

Later on in life when I wore 
"bought" clothes and went away to 
school, I beard my professor say In 
dull, measured tones that the South 
would never be free from economic 
slavery until the tariff was changed. 
He argued that the South could not 
buy In a protected domestic market 
and sell in an unprotected foreign 
market and have a high standard of 
living. It sounded dull at the moment 
but I know now he was basically 
right.

President Roosevelt told the Nation­
al Emergency Council in 1938 that 
"It Is my conviction that the South 
presents right now the nation's num­
ber one economic problem—the na­
tion’s problem, not merely the South's. 
For we have an economic unbalance 
In the nation as a w^ole. due to this 

very condition of the South, it la t0 
unbalance that can and must be right­
ed, for the sake of the South and of 
the nation.”

In reply to the President, Josepbtu 
Daniels retorted that the South wii 
an “emotion" rather than a problem.

Thore is probably truth In both 
statements. There are basic economic 
factors Involved, but there are alto 
basic psychological considerations.

It Is Impossible to get away from 
some basic economic conditions on the 
Southern farm which are related In 
a definite way to the rural church 
program. For example, the farms In 
the South are the nation's smallest 
They average 71 acres as com pa red to 
a 174-acre national average.

Tenancy and Poor Housing
The gross Ihcome on the Southern 

farm for 1929 was only $186 compared 
with a $528 national average Fifty 
four per cent of the farm families In 
the South are tenants as compared with 
a 38.7% national average. The aver 
age income of these share-croppers, 
according to Lowell Mellett e repon 
to the President in 1938, ran from 
to $78 per year.

The South has had to educate one 
third of the nation's children with 
one-sixth of the nation's school rew 
nue. and this is reflected in the far' 
that the South Is 8.8% illiterate a» 
compared with a 3.5% national aver 
age.

I quote these figures merely to call 
attention to the fact that poor hous­
ing makes for unsettled conditions Id 
the South. More than a third of all 
tenants move every year and this 1> 
directly connected with the problem 
of the rural church. For example. Id 
one area of low tenancy, 257 churches 
reported 21,000 members, while In dd 
other section of high tenancy with 
three and one-half as many people 
there were only 218 churches with » 
membership of 17,000.

In a recent survey made In Okla 
homa It was discovered that there 
was a definite relationship between 
the percentage of people on relief I® 
a given association and the number 
of quarter-time and half-time church­
es. Again, though, there are excep­
tions that prove that economics I* 
not always the determining element 
For example. In one of our poorest 
associations, a pastor with vision and 
ability has led a church Into a vigor 
ous and aggressive program

Dr. E. P. Alldredge stat™ in the 
1989 Southern Baptist Handbook that 
89% of Southern Baptist churches ar* 
rural and that 69% of these hsve only

EDITOR'S NOTE—Thia article is the 
first of two installments of an address 
delivered by Dr. Potter at the recent 
mee ting of the Baptist state secreta­
ries at West Palm Beach. Dr. Potter 
has'dealt ably with a South-wide mis­
sion problem of such pressing signif­
icance that the secretaries requested 
its publication. The second install­
ment, which suggests some practical 
solutions of the country church prob­
lem will appear in the next issue.

fourth-time service. This figure is too 
high for Oklahoma since only 98 out 
of 911 are quarter-time churches. How­
ever, W. H. Faust, superintendent of 
evangelism for^ the Georgia Baptist 
Convention, reported in the Septem­
ber Issue of Southern Baptist Home 
Missions that 1,531 of the 2,452 church­
es in Georgia are served only once a 
month and In many instances even 
not so weU.

Lark of Leadership
Perhaps the greatest single prob­

lem of Southern Baptist country 
churches is the matter of leadership. 
A survey of rural churches in Okla­
homa shows that the average pastor­
al i- is less than two years.

A study by Joe W. Burton, secretary 
of education of the Home Mission 
Hoard, which was made of 148 church­
es in four associations in Virginia. 
Georgia, Kentucky, and Mississippi, 
shows that the highest number of 
resident pastors at any one time over 
a 20 year period was thirty. His 
study revealed about eight per cent 
of these churches without pastors, but 
the percentage will probably be high 
er now.

As a matter of fact, out of 624 ru-
->r small town churches in Okla­

homa. nearly 200 are without pastors 
at the present time. Two factors are 
r"Sponsible for this loss and these 
are common in all Southern states 
In the first place, more than sixty men 
from larger churches have gone as 
< haplalns and the cream has just grad­
ually come to the top from the rural 
churches. This has left many small 
country churches pastorless.

In the second place, since the aver­
age annual salary for country pastors 
it* h-Hs than $400, these preachers have 
had to supplement their Income with 
-'•ular work. This work has taken 
many of them into defense centers and 
'bus the rural church problem has 

" ■ » aggravated.
We .hank God for those faithful 

• n who continue to lead the country 
lurches. but many of them will be 

the first to say that they do not have 
the training necessary to guide the 
people in an agressive and vigorous 
church program. These rural pastors 
are stalwart defenders of the faith, 
men of fine character, full of faith and 
the Holy Ghost but most of them 
have had no college training and not a 
few have little or no educational ad­
vantage.

Many have just been expected to 
“preach a sermon" once or twice a 
month. Most of them have failed ut­
terly in ministering to their Father's 
flock, in meeting the daily needs ol a 
community that Is hungry for a spir­
itual ministry.

One handicap has been the fact that 
the pastor of the rural church Is sub­
ject to the annual call. We are grate 
ful that this practice is largely a mat­
ter of history in Oklahoma

Inadequate Equipment
Another discouraging element In 

rural church progress has been the 
Inadequate equipment Of the 26.018 
Baptist churches In the South In 1940, 
2,000 were without buildings of any 
type, 10,654 met in one-room buildings, 
and 6.118 met in buildings of more 
than one room, but not departmen- 
tlzed. In other words, more than 18. 
000 of the 25,000 churches in the South 
have Inadequate building facilities.

A survey of church property in sev­
eral Oklahoma associations shows that 
the average value of the rural church 
property is less than $2 500. In more 
than half the cases, the building is 
In need of repairs, the floors are un 
finished and the general appearance 
Is not one to form a background eith­
er for worship or effective Christian 
training.

The rural church is seldom found 
with any nursery facilities. The build­
ing is not on a par with the homes 
of the people or with the district or 
consolidated school. In many cases, 
the church is located in out of the 
way places, off the highway, down 
muddy lanes, and is almost inaccessi­
ble In winter months. New highways 
and changing community centers have 
wrecked many country churches. Phys­
ical equipment is a definite rural 
church problem. All these factors have 
intensified the rural church problem.

Another problem of the rural church 
Is its lack of a challenging program. 
The root of this might be found In 
the leadership, hut it can also be ac­
counted for in the size of the member­
ship and physical equipment of the 
church. There is too much of the 
"don't" and not enough of the “do" 
In the rural church program. Stern 
prohibitions are uttered from the pul-

It's seed-time for the South's farmers 
now, and seed-time, too, for Baptists 
in the South-wide mission field created 
by the problem of the country church.

pit and the pew, but corresponding op 
portunities for right teaching, and 
right learning, and right training, and 
right social opportunities are not of­
fered.

Fires Burn Lower
1 am reminded of a young preacher 

called by one of the rural churches in 
Oklahoma. On Saturday night, he 
planned a period of recreation for the 
young people and some of the old- 
timers came along to supervise.

All joined in playing the game. 
"Little Tommy Tinker sat on a clink­
er". except on*'”'sMptJy woman who 
was a pillar In the clinch. She kept 
her seat with grim uetermlnatlon 
when all the rest said the little verse 
and jumped to their feet.

Finally, she Interrupted the game 
by declaring, "Young man, I have been 
attending this church for twenty years 
without silting on a clinker, $hd I do 
not Intend to start now.”

Perhaps a few hot clinkers in some 
of our rural churches would add color 
and life.

We can no longer say that the evan­
gelistic fires are burning in the coun­
try. The survey made by Mr. Burton 
shows that the rural churches studied 
In his report show one baptism for 
every seventeen members in 1921; one 
for every twenty-six members In 1926; 
one for every thirty-two members In 
1936; and one for every thirty-eight 
members in 1941. This would indi­
cate that the fires are burning lower 
and lower in the country.
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Jewish Refugee In Havana 
Helped by Jacob Gartenhaus

T
HE service of Rev. Jacob Gartenbaus among the Jews has long been inter­
national In Its scope, hla Influence being spread abroad both by his writ­
ings which have been published in many languages and by his extensive 
travels.

Recently he has had Increasing opportunities for a helpful ministry to Jewish 
refugees from Europe, one of those he has helped being Dr. Erich Meyer, a Ger­
man doctor who has found refuge in Havana, Cuba.

In bls own words Dr. Meyer tells of his Christian experience, his escape to 
Cuba, and of the assistance given to him by Brother Gartenhaus and Dr. M. N.
McCall, superintendent of Home Mission 

"It was the evening of the fifth of
July, 1903. Solemn silence ruled in 
the Stlftsklrche of Hamburg, where a 
small congregation had met to assist 
our baptism. The old pastor, D. J. H. 
Hoeck, one of the finest and most fer­
vent preachers I have known In all my 
life, spoke about Psalm 121: 'I will 
lift up mine eyes unto the hills from 
whence cometh my help.’ And the 
guiding motif of his sermon was: 
'Crux mea unica spes,' the cross my 
only hope. That since was the most 
Important experience of my life.

From Judaism to Christianity
"The first ten years of my life passed 

under the Influence of my grandfather, 
the father of my mother, who was a 
very true and faithful Jew. Since my 
earliest years. I was proud of accom­
panying him every Saturday and at 
every Jewish feast to the synagogue. 
Early I loved God and His service. 
My grandfather and his family hoped 
that one day I should be a rabbi.

"My parents, studying the Scrip-

In a German trench in World War J.

work on the Island:

By Way of Explanation—
Dr. Meyer came to Cuba with 

his mother and a sister. The 
mother has since passed on.

When he entered Cuba he had 
to put up a cash bond of $500 
for each member of the family, 
made possible by friends who 
helped him to leave Italy. The 
bond for his mother was re­
turned upon her death, but he 
has not been a bln to rcrorer the 
$1,000 on himself and sister, 
which. accordinfl to Cuban law. 
is returnable after two years.

As a foreigner he cannot prac­
tice medicine except under the 
protection of some native doc­
tor. Neither can he seek any 
other employment, for foreign­
ers are not allowed to accept 
employment except under very 
limited and special circum­
stances. which he cannot meet. 
The prospects for his being able 
to make a living for himself and 
his sister are far from bright.

M N McCall.

tures, from day to day knew better 
that: 'Neither is there salvation In 
any other.' When finally all of us 
so had come to Christ, baptism was 
(he natural consequence.

"I then thought to become a min­
ister of the Gospel, but decided I bet­
ter could serve the Master as a phy­
sician, a profession I loved since early 
childhood.

"I studied medicine at Strasshurg.
"After having served during the 

first world war two years in the coun­
try nt a military hospital and some 
people in the country ns a physician, 
in 1917 I went as a medical officer to 
the battle front. There I had many 
times the greatest opportunities to 
give testimony in the trenches to 
young people. Many, many times.

Dr. Meyer at his desk before 
leaving Germany.

when the physician'^ help to the 
wounded bodies already was withoot 
success. I could help many a boy to 
make his peace with God.

"In 1931 I could work at the Lupos 
Hospital of the University of Giessen 
That work among many people terri­
bly mutilated by that sickness gave m» 
the greatest satisfaction showing them 
that there is a world beyond, wbers 
shall be finished all grief.

"After that time until 1936 I was 
established In a town of the Saar coun 
try.

"In 1936 we left Germany and weni 
to Italy, but in 1939 all people of 
Jewish origin had to leave Italy

Escape to Cuba—A Miracle
"It was a miracle God did with us. 

that we finally had all the money to 
go to Cuba. Now, here we are, looking 
for possibilities to live.

"If there is any possibility I am 
talking to Jewish people here about 
salvation. But there are great dlffi 
cult les today, greater ones than al 
any other time. Firstly most of Jew 
ish people feel themselves so wise and 
superior that they think they do not 
need any salvation at all. Secondly 
the poor ones are afraid they will 
lose the only aid they get from the 
Joint Committee here. That commit 
tee refused to help me and was ven 
unkind when I told them that 1 an> 
a Christian.

"So the only help we could get and 
we are very thankful for. was through 
Rev Gartenhaus' mediation Besides 
we thank the Ixird daily that In the 
brethren and ministers of the church 
es here we have so many good friends 
Especially Dr. McCall, superintendent 
of the Baptist church. Is like a father 
to me and one of the very finest Chris­
tian characters I met in all my life

"My preferred texts In all these 
years are Psaltn 121 and John 16'33

HOSPITAL MINISTRY At United States Naval 
Hospital at Great Lakes, Illinois, many “blue­
jackets" have been cheered and comforted by 
the bedside visits of Chaplain Roy L. Bonner. 
Chaplain Bonner ministers to those who are ill, 
giving counsel, and help to convalescents, and

offering assurance of divine help to the suffering 
and discouraged. Sometimes he goes with a 
patient into the operating room and stands by to 
comfort the sailor facing the ordeal. Chaplain 
Bonner, an Alabamian, is a Southwestern Semi­
nary graduate.

Mission Pays Debts
II.tE want to share our Joy. Third 
’’ Street Baptist Church In New 

Orleans has paid its debt this pant 
month! God has blessed ua in many 
ways, and we give Him all the praise. 
— I^eona Wollfortb, missionary.

No Escape From Sin
By Owen P Coorkn 

Missionary In New Orleans

A POOR fellow came In to the 
1 1 Rescue Mission In New Or­
leans last week suffering from 
delirium tremens. He had the 
haluclnatlon that three men 
were following him He had a 
pipe wrapped In newspaper for 
protection

He could not be still and fi­
nally left, saying he would not 
-lay where people were beating 
him

There is no escape from sin 
H was he that was ailing, not 
।hose around him.

HOSPITAL FISHING

Variety of Bait Used -to 
Catch Sick of Many 

Nations in Havana
By Mrs. II. R Mohfi-ev

IN my rounds of the hospitals In Ha­
vana, many interesting contacts are 

made with those whose bodies which 
are In process of being repaired or 
mended.

In one ward alone I found—In addi­
tion to Cubans and Spaniards—one 
Syrian who claimed to be a Christian, 
one Chinese, and one Jewish refugee

A few days ago I was visiting a Bap­
tist girl in a hospital. Her roommate 
was a Jewish woman from Constanti­
nople. but she had lived In Cuba many 
years and spoke Spanish fluently. She 
was Included in the conversation-- 
first about her family, her Illness 
(“Speaking of operations." you know I. 
then gradually It led up to the Great 
Physician via the Old Testament.

The lady was surprised that I knew 
anything about the Old Testament, and 
that I was acquainted with Abraham. 
Isaac. David, and others I assured 
her that wo believed every word of 
the Old Testament, and found its ful­
fillment in Jesus Christ. She did not 
agree with me about that, but she wa- 
triendly. 1 tried to plant a seed. Only 
Gou can make it grow

In the tuberculosis hospital a Bap­

tist patient had as roommate a hand­
some young Russian The latter was 
not Interested in religion, but she 
wanted something to read and was 
very much interested in the story of 
George Matheson and his beautiful 
hymn, “0 Love That Will Not Let 
Me Go." I hope she learns It by heart.

I find there is a great variety of 
bait than can be used when a mission­
ary goes fishing.

MAKEctTRlSTi(HbW/<
★

 Knowledge gpUi?-saving grace brought to 
thousands .through oi/njracts each year. Have 

your share in this soul-winni>A ministry. Here aro 
Gospel Messages, keyed to the Times, attractive and 
forceful, appealing and convincing1. Also Tract Racks, 
Post Cards, Cellophane Sheets, etc. Big assortment 
Send only 25c. Dept. B. H-

Faith, erayh a tract ieagui, Mu.k.Bon hi Mich.

DOUBLE DUfV 

vx'4 INSURANCE
Cv b _________ J
PAYS DOUBLE BENEFITS

Costs only $1°° a Month
Now. you can buy MORE Life Insurance backed 
by Legal Reserves for LESS money. This amazing 
policy offers you an opportunity to secure DOU­
BLE PROTECTION during the first 5 years. Old 
Age Disability Benefit also Included. Benefits 
are based upon your present age. At ago 29 pol­
icy pays $1000.00 for loss of life from any cause 
or $2000.00 for travel accidental death. No mat­
ter what your agQ the premium always remains 
the same—11.00 a month. Policy issued to men 
and women in good health, from age 10 to 65 
years, without medical examination. Get FREE 
details. No red tape—no agents. Write today I
PIONEER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
6040 Times Building • Rockford, Illinois
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The Gospel
in the Silent World

By J. W. Gardner

T
HERE is possibly no mission agency on earth that carries on a more wide­
spread and diversified ministry than the Home Mission Board of the South­
ern Baptist Convention. Ministering as It does to the foreign-born in our 
midst in all their varied language groups, French. Mexican, Spanish and other 

European races—to the Jew. the Indian, the Negro, to the city populations and 
the mountain folks, to the vast unreached masses of our native population, to 
these in Cuba and Panama—it seeks to carry the Gospel message to all In our 
Southland who are without it and need it. It is a vast and varied field and 
requires missionaries of varied talents and capabilities.

In all this vast mission field there 
Is one section of our people to whom 
for the most part the spoken word 
means nothing — our silent people, 
those who through some prenatal In­
fluence were born deaf or through 
some sickness or accident in early life 
have lost their hearing ability, and in 
most cases their powers of speech as 
well.

Though living and working in our 
midst, in a real sense they are not of 
us. but constitute a group apart, shut 
out from the normal contacts and as­
sociations of life and shut In to them­
selves and others like them They 
cannot enter Into our regular church 
activities and fellowships fully, our 
pastors cannot preach to them except 
through interpreters, our contacts 

Children of deaf parents learn two languages—of the hands and of the lips. This 
little fellow, attending services for the deaf, is telling his father he is “sleepy".

with them are limited by the necessity 
tor writing back and forth to get over 
to them any message we may wish 
them to have.

Today we have well equipped schools 
with adequately trained teachers and 
supervisors to teach and train these 
physically handicapped boys and girls 
for useful living and intelligent cit­
izenship. But these schools are state 
institutions and religious instruction 
in them is limited. Also, there are 
large numbers of adult deaf carrying 
on in their daily activities and making 
their way In the world, who need 
spiritual help and guidance

Seeing this need among our silent 
friends, our Home Mission Board some 
forty years ago entered this field with

“Heaven” (being signed, above, by Rev. 
J. W. Gardner, missionary to the deaf) 
is a favorite topic with these silent 

friends in their worship services.

a missionary, Rev. J. W Michaels of 
Arkansas, who was appointed for work 
among them in evangelism and reli­
gious training. This missionary force 
was later enlarged to two when Bev. 
A O. Wilson of Texas was appointed 
to assist in the work.

Additional Missionaries Needed
For many years these two mission­

aries. both themselves deaf, consti­
tuted our mission agency for the evan­
gelization and spiritual leadership of 
the thousands of silent people over 
our Southland. Our mission force In 
this field after all these years still 
remains the same In number two— 
though the personnel has chanced 
Brother Michaels and Brother Wilson 
died after many years of service

One of our present missionaries, 
Rev. C. F. I^ndon of Commerce. Okla 
homa, is a son of deaf parents, though 
himself normal as to speech and hear­
ing. Having spent all his life with 
the deaf, he has a perfect understand­
ing of them, their language and their 
problems. He was appointed in 1934 
to supervise the work of the deaf 
church in Fort Worth, and since the 
death of Brother Michaels, has l>een 
serving in the wider field as a travel 
Ing missionary.

The other missionary, the writer, is 
a former pastor who because of fail­
ing hearing found his way Into thia 
work where hearing is not essential, 
though with a hearing aid he man­
ages to keep In touch with the hear­
ing as well as the silent word Hav­
ing had no contacts with the deaf Id 
earlier years, he has had to acquire 
his knowledge of them and their lan­
guage and their problems from the 
ground up. He was appointed for 
service with the Home Board in July. 
1938.

These two missionaries are giving 
their time and energy to the task of 
carrying the Gospel message to the 
approximately 45,000 deaf people in 
our Southland, who are in many cases 
dyy.ndent so far as our Baptist mes­
aage Is concerned on the Infrequent 
visits of the missionaries.

But the field is Southwide, with a 
hundred or more places where reli­
gious work Is carried on more or less 
regularly, and ■till others where work 
ought to be started, and it Is clearly 
Impossible for two workers to cover 
the territory adequately, even the 
points where work is already estab­
lished.

There is a real need now for addi­
tional missionaries In this field.

In this particular field, the prob­
lem of finding workers who are com­
petent Is a real one. There are a few 
among our deaf themselves who are 
desirous of serving as did Brother 
Michaels and Brother Wilson tn the 
years pact, but so far none have been 
found whose training and other qual­
ifications make them acceptable to the 
Board.

We have hoped to find among our 
young ministers in training some who 
would be willing to take up this work, 
and appeals have been made In our 
seminaries for workers. But It is a 
limited field, a new language must 
be learned. Home Board salaries for 
missionaries are relatively low. and 
In the minds of many is still the 
thought that the deaf are a peculiar 
and an Inferior people with whom 
they do not care to associate. It Is 
a place of humble service, and many 
if not most of our young ministers in 
(raining are still human enough to be

How Can I Help? F°rr whofind 
there are deaf in their commun­
ity and desire to start work for 
them, here are a few simple Bug 
gestions.

First: Find the deaf people 
and let them know that you want 
them in the church life.

Second: See that someone as­
sumes definite responsibility for 
this work—one whose interest In 
them is genuine. If no one is 
available who can communicate 
with them In their signs, it may 
be possible to work through an 
interpreter for a time. But lo­
cate the responsibility.

Third: See that they have 
plenty of literature, and use 
literature that is simple and eas­

looking for the larger and more con­
spicuous and more lucrative fields.

These two difficulties have kept our 
mission force In this field altogether 
too low for successful operation and 
adequate coverage.

Field for Local Workers
However, In addition to these two 

missionaries who seek to cover as 
nearly as possible the entire field, 
there are tn some of our churches local 
helpers who teach, direct and super­
vise the work of the silent groups in 
their churches.

In some cases these are Individuals 
who through contact with the deaf 
in the home or elsewhere have learned 
their language and are able to carry 
on the work with them with some 
degree of ease.

In other instances, they are men or 
women (mostly women) who have 
had a vision of the need of such work 
and have given themselves to the task, 
though it required of them the learn­
ing of a new language—the language 
of the hands.

There is need for more of these local 
church workers, and Sunday school 
or B.T.U. work could be established 
for the deaf In many churches where 
it is not now carried on If such help 
could be found.

But here in the local work also, as 
In the larger mission field, one faces 
the fact that it is a limited field, the 
deaf are a small group comparatively, 
the possibilities for growth and expan 
sion seem negligible, and we prefer to 
serve in other and more promising 
fields.

But here is a group of people, small 
though It may be, difficult as the task 

ily understood -Junior or inter­
mediate rather than adult.

Fourth: Give them tracts and 
pamphlets, and If a church bulle­
tin is published, see that each 
one has a copy of it. And refer 
to them occasionally in it. They 
greatly appreciate such notices, 
and it makes it clear that the 
church is really interested in 
them

Fifth: If an interpreter la 
available, bring them into the 
preaching service and let them 
get the benefit of this ministry.

Sixth: Treat them as normal 
human beings and make them 
feel there is a bond of fellowship 
and sympathetic understanding 
between them and the rest of 
the church family.

The eyes of the Lord, no doubt, are as 
quick to “see” sincere prayers as His 
ears are to hear. This expression of 
gratitude is being signed at all-day 
services for the deaf with dinner on 

the ground.

may appear—a group of people who 
need as much as any other spiritual 
leadership and help, and who cannot 
have it except as someone takes <>n 
the responsibility for it

Genuine Interest Necessary
The first and chief qualification for 

such work is a genuine interest in the 
deaf people and a sincere desire to 
help them. They cannot be success 
fully reached or helped by one who 
accepts the task as a sort of charity 
proposition, holding himself aloof 
while he seek^tb reach down to lift 
them up The helpW; hand must be 
reached out. not doicrn

We are constantly looking for indi­
viduals who will be willing to assume 
responsibility for sponsoring and su­
pervising work in the churches where 
there are deaf in sufficient numbers 
to make the work worthwhile. One 
who is really interested in them will 
soon pick up enough of their alphabet 
and signs to associate with them and 
carry on the work. And until these 
are learned in some measure, there Is 
always the pad and pencil, their uni­
versal method of communication with 
hearing friends who have no know! 
edge of their manual language.

As an example of what may be done, 
the pastor of the church near the lo­
cation of one of our state schools told 
the writer recently that in the past 
fifteen months he had baptized ninety 
of the deaf Into the fellowship of his 
church.
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Foreigners, When Welcomed, Are 
Easily Converted, Says Worker

By J. F. Plainfield

CINCE It has become my privilege to 
give full time to general field work 

and to carry the message of Home Mis­
sions to many states. I have had the 
opportunity of contacting Individual 
Italians, particularly young people, 
and have received some encouraging 
Information concerning their religious 
Inclinations.

I have found that whenever these 
young people are removed from con­
tact with colonies of their kind they 
are far more accessible to the Gospel 
than the Italian masses living In cities.

First, they are more removed from 
the influence of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Second, they are much less 
under the baneful vices of the city, 
especially in quarters where foreign­
ers predominate, and where clubs for 
•uch keep alive traditions, customs 
and Ideals that destroy faith, char­
acter and the Ideals of Americanism. 
Third, they are less controlled by the 
family limitations and proportionately 
more open to the challenge of evangel­
ical churches.

It is with delight that I found men, 
women and youth of Italian birth or 
extraction enrolled in the membership 
and activities of the churches and giv­
ing a good account of themselves

Only One Way to Win
There is only one way to American-

Ite and Christianize the foreigners: 
it is to detach them as much as pos­
sible from the association of their 
social and racial group and to get 
them in touch with Christian church­
es, friends and customs. It is here 
that the pastor of American churches 
can do much to change the Ilves of 
fhe Italian people.

In all towns, big and small, are for­
eigners from many nations, and a 
word of advice, comfort and cheer, 
can break down the walls of partition 
■ nd make easy the entrance of some 
soul into the kingdom of God.

Some suggestions for pastors:
First, visit, not once a year, but 

consistently to let them know you 
care.

Second. In time of stress and sor­
row, offer the services of pastor and 
church for any eventuality, especially 
when a dear one dies.

Thitjd. enlist them In any activity 
tn which they are willing to partici­
pate. though they may not feel free 
to go .he full way.

Fourth, leave New Testaments and 
tracts for their use. They read them 
when not observed.

Fifth, accept Invitations to family 
meals if they offer such an oppor­
tunity, but never suggest the same.

Sixth, when visiting, the pastor 
would do well to be accompanied by 
his wife, because the foreigner Is nat­
urally suspicious of the priest and by 
mental association of any man who 
comes singly.

America needs to be evangelized 
quickly. First, however, the members 
of our churches must give the highest 
demonstration of Christian living, and 
following up with that, they must not 
hesitate to carry their witness to those 
who have had little or no opportunity 
for knowing the power of religion. 
Witnessing includes surrender of self 
and substance.

The man who does not believe In 
missions should burn his New Testa 
ment, for it is, from beginning to end. 
a missionary book. »

SCOFIELD BIBLES
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Other Active Items
Sell quickly—with profit—You can earn extra 
money as our representative Write TODAY 
for full particulars Be that Christian Man or 
Woman In your community to seise this oppor­
tunity. Best season Just ahead Get started 
NOW! Address . .
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NEW MISSIONARIES
Six new cities have been add­

ed to the Board's city mission 
program with the appointment 
of superintendents for these 
urban centers.

Thirteen cities are now in­
cluded In this new work, and 
applications have been received 
from twelve other cities, accord­
ing to Dr. Solomon F. Dowla. 
superintendent of the program.

The six new cities and super­
intendents are:

New Orleans: Rev. A. L. Kirk­
wood.

Tampa: Rev. Clifford Walker
Little Rock: Rev. Taylor Stan 

fill.
Jacksonville: Rev. H. M 

Leichty.
Miami: Rev. J. E. Johnstone
El Paso: Rev. C. G. Carter

Other Appointments
Dr. J. B. Rounds, superintend 

ent Indian work In Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City

Rev Julian Reyna El Paso. 
Texas. Mexican field.

Miss Ixittie Stevens. New Or 
leans. Ixiuisiana
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•IUxhiI doubt Iba twat value on tbe market * SI rs ralaa Ow Conwanlon Itos of 1H Hcrltrture Text Folder, to, Birth
HaatnU .XTcr will »end •lllwr of <be •tx-'r '■* esc Twt, « man tUmos. SOc Me*. i«l<i lolur* V oth*r »a«Ttrr»nu-Al stationary, Wall I'laquva, Calendars. etc <>rv«

Home Mission Book Shelf

City Shadows by Robert W. Searle. 
Friendship Press. 165 pages. 60c. 
.^fany who have worked amidst the 

problems and tragedies of a large city 
will recognize old acquaintances in 
the characters in this book.

The teen age girl longing for a new 
dress, the old woman whose living is 
filled only with anticipated death, the 
mother fighting a deadly disease se­
cretly because of her family's need 
of her—their names are legion In any 
large city.

This book arouses one to look about 
■nd see the needs within the shadow 
of the church steeple; the poverty of 
mind and spirit, the hunger and the 
loneliness to be found on a city street.

Tht Influence of the Jeus Upon 
Civilization by Jacob Gartenhaus. Zon- 
dervan Publishing House. 82 pages. 
50c.

This volume is a heart and mind 
contribution to a better understand 
Ing of the Jewish problem by both Jew 
and Gentile. It is for everybody: for 
the preacher, the Sunday school (each- 
sr, the layman, the Christian, the non­
believer.

With all my heart I earnestly, urg­
ently recommend the book to every­
body. regardless of nationality, race, 
or creed. It will explode some ideas. 
Introduce new ones, surprise at some 
points, confirm at others, delight in 
all —Hyman J. Appelman.

.4round the Cross. R. C. Campbell 
195 pages. J1.25. Sermons on the 
central theme.

A. T. ROBERTSON
A Biography
By Everett Gill

Here Is an Inspiring, intimate bi­
ographical study of a dynamic man 
of God, who from his early youth 
saw, clear and high, his life's pur­
pose, and who to the very end of 
his rich, long career was an Inde­
fatigable, inspiring spiritual lead­
er of men. He was greatly beloved 
by hts thousands of students, known 
to vast assemblies as the most bril­
liant and popular Interpreter of the 
New Testament of his day. and 
recognized throughout the world 
for his monumental grammar of 
New Testament Greek. Of vital In­
terest to every Baptist minister and 
layman. $2.50

MACMILLAN
60 Fifth Ave., New York

Italian Family, Mission Product, 
Have 100% Attendance Record

Father, mother and one son from the Foti family, shown above, 
have joined the mission church.

THE attendance record of the Fotf 
family Is almost always one hun 

dred per cent at the services of the 
Emanuel Baptist Church in Ensley. 
Alabama, according to Rev A. Pur-. 
ciarelll. Home Board missionary to 
the Italians.

Three years ago Brother Pucciarelli 
called upon the Foti family who had 
just arrived in America.

The missionary found that Philip 
Foti was not a foreigner, but was 
rather a former soldier of the United 
States Army. Following his discharge 
after service in France during World 
War I. the young Italian-born Ameri­
can had returned to his native coun 
try to visit There he had married 
and settled down.

At the beginning of World War II. 
the former American soldier decided 
to return to America with his wifi- 
and three sons He found, however, 
that after nearly twenty years in 
Italy he could no longer speak Eng­
lish. As interpreter the Baptist mis­
sionary became a real help to the 
family in making their adjustments

The missionary invited the family 
to attend his church Though none 
of them had ever attended any chtrch 

other than the Catholic. Philip Foil 
tlrsl. and later his wife and sons 
came to the Bautlst services.

Today Philip Foti. his wife and one 
of his sons are membeis of the 
church. Brother Foti is a deacon, 
faithful in hU ^service. It Is the 
prayer of jrtany tiu.t the other two 
sons will soon folloAthe example of 
their parents and brother.

Your BEST Advertisement
—of meetings, services, etc. for Churches, 
masses, Societies or Persona) use. The 
little Monthly with a lot of power. Four 
pages of soul-saving experiences and tes­
timonies, articles and poems — Your An­
nouncement imprinted—Price ONEY $4.50 
a thousand. Issued monthly Send for 
EllEE sample, enclosing stamp for mall- 
"'g' THE DOORSTEP EVANGEL

Or. Willard M. Aldrich. Editor
P O. Box I-II Vancouver, Wash

KI E'lA/ NATIONAL
IN E. W NEWSPAPER

Brings you each week an unbiased sum­
mary of current world-wide news ol Prot­

estant activities and achievements. 
READ BY MEMBERS OF MORE THAN 
JO PROTESTANT DENOMINATIONS 

Sand for your FREE COPY
10-Issue Trial Sub. 25c—Regular Price

She Protestant ©nice
Dept..-, Fort Wayne, Indiana
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Are The American Indians 
A Vanishing Race of People?

A CENSUS reports show that the Indians in the United States are increasing.
These reports give conclusive proof that there is no basis tn fact for the 

popular Idea that the Indians are a vanishing race.

Q. What practical plan of approach 
do you suggest in winning Jews to 
Christ? H. S.

A. The best way to win the Jews, 
according to Rev. Jacob Gartenhaus 
—as Indeed In winning people of any 
face — is by first cultivating their 
friendship and from such genuine 
friendship to lead them to an under­
standing and acceptance of the Gos­
pel. Brother Gartenhaus suggests the 
organization of Friends of Israel 
groups who will meet for prayer, 
study, and encouragement in the spe­
cific effort to win Jews. Free litera­
ture, helpful both to groups and indi­
viduals, can be had by writing to the 
Home Mission Board.

Q. When does the Home Mission 
kBoard expect to begin a South-wide 
program for helping to solve the rural 
church problem? J. M.

A. The Home Mission Board is al­
ready at work at this problem, one 
missionary, Rev. Percy Ray of Mis 
slssippl, having been giving his time 
to rural work exclusively for several 
years. The coming to the Board as 
assistant to the executive secretary of 
Dr. Courts Redford, who has made an 
Intensive study of the rural problem, 
will give new impetus to this work. It

ters to Illustrate subjects for study. 
In the above picture, the magazine 
Is being used in this manner to make 
a poster on Dr. Lawrence's new book. 
Home Missions in the New World

Q. Please tell me the percentage of 
the total population in the Southern 
Baptist Convention of the following 
groups who are being reached through

HOW TO ASK 
QUESTIONS

Any reader can get the an­
swer to any specific question of 
fact concerning the fields, tasks 
and needs of Home Missions in 
the South and in Cuba by writ­
ing Questions Editor, 315 Red 
Rock Building, Atlanta, Ga. 
Please enclose 3c for reply.

Winning the 
fa South Lou

By RALPH D. Dodd
Pastor First Baptist Church, 

Crowley, Louisiana

Is the Board’s expectation to enter 
upon a planned program under the di­
rection of a new department of rural 
work at an early date.

Q. Where and when did the Home 
Mission Board begin its work? Mrs. 
I. C. H.

A. The work was begun In 1845 
Immediately upon the organization of 
the Board. On instructions from the 
Convention in its organization meet­
ing of that year the Board addressed 
Its energies to the Indians, the Ne­
groes and the city of New Orleans.

Q. Does the Home Mission Board 
have pictures which can be used in 
making posters? Mrs. E. E. S.

A. Leaders In the study of missions 
all over the South are finding that 
Southern Baptist Home Missions is 
the best source of pictures to be used 
in making posters on Home Missions. 
A collection of cover pictures, with 
smaller pictures from inside pages, 
cau be used effectively In making poa-

Home Missions: Indians, Spanish, 
Mountain regions, Italians, French. 
Negro, Jews? I. D.

A. We cannot give the percentage 
being reached, but we can give the 
approximate population of each group 
and the number of missionaries, as 
follows:

Indians—200,000—73 missionaries
Spanish speaking — 1,500.000 — 114 

missionaries.
Mountain regions—6.000.00O- 3 mis­

sionaries.
Italians—600,000—10 missionaries
French—700,000—25 missionaries
Negro—11.000.000—17 missionaries
Jews—500,000—1 missionary

Q. In what states does the Home 
Mission Board have mission work 
among the Indians? I. S. T.

A. The Home Board is doing work 
among the Indians in Oklahoma. New 
Mexico. Arizona, North Carolina. Mis 
slssippl, Alabama. Louisiana, and Flor­
ida.

g’tnrws nf Kbup

to"My Faith Looks Up
Cross." "Blessed Be

Here’s a blending

by Cecilia Margaret Rudin, M. A
It* I *<<lulne** Open* Door* . . .

And Heart*
A warm welcome always awaits this gem volume 
’Home folks’ read ft eagerly for pleasure, comfort 
and guidance. Teachers like Its many stories about 
hymns and people. Singers acclaim its inspiration 
and pastors preach sermons from It. Throughout 
the world and on the seven seas it brings courage 
and conviction.
There Is a new vital meaning and Interest these 
days in knowing the stories of triumph, sacrifice, 
or heartbreak behind such grand old hymns as 
T«?®'”J,'Onward Christian Soldiers." "Old Rugged

Here 8 a blending of biography, story, poetry, 
and music at Its highest and best. Keep a supply 
on hand to give your friends in Joy or sorrow as nianv no r'nvora inr. _ , ..

Binds," “America," and many more

J?’ Covers’40G years of Christian hymnody: 
155 subjects—hymns, composers, etc.

of ,t8 Rories worth the cost of
book .” says one reader. Price only ^loo" ' 

Order today from your dealer or direct

the

Hymn Programs
Beautiful for children
—simple. 
Based on ■‘Stories of

Price only 25c.

JOHN RUDIN & COMPANY INC.
PMblfchers of The Book of Life"

1018 South Wabash Avenue Dept. HM-5, Chicago, Illinois

CAN you think of yourself in the 
midst of some forty-odd souls, 

packed into a modest little home, tell­
ing the wonderful story of Jesus and 
His love to people who have never 
been told that John 8:16 Is In the 
Bible? Do you realise that this sort 
of thing Is happening every week right 
here tn our own Southland?

The writer bad been preaching for 
fourteen years, In another state, be­
fore he experienced the thrill of look 
Ing Into the faces of people who were 
hearing the Glad Tidings for the first 
time. Just to see their faces light 
up; to see the gleam of understand 
Ing in their eyes; and to hope for the 
day when they would have the courage 
to break away from the bondages of 
ritualism to enjoy the fullness of life 
and liberty in the Lord, has trans 
formed his ministry.

Crowley is a city of ten thousand 
souls, in the heart of the greatest rice 
production section of the nation. There 
are forty thousand people living in 
the parish (Acadia). In Crowley 65 
per cent of the people live under the 
•■loud of ignorance and superstition 
which Romanism has created. Of the 
40.000 people living in the parish. It 
would be safe to say that 25,000 are 
without a saving knowledge of the 
!,««rd Jesus Christ.

It would be a waste of time to de- 
scrlbe the social and moral conditions 
for which the Roman Church is di­
rectly responsible, because this pas- 
•<>r. when he lived in a Baptist strong- 
:i"hl. would have doubted, too, that 
«u- h conditions could exist.

The encouraging thing, to those of 
i!- who are working for the Master in

On a bayou in South Louisiana.

thls field, is that there is a growing 
desire on the part of the people for the 
truth. From Infancy, however, they 
have been taught that It Is a mortal 
sin to participate in non-Catholic wor 
ship, and the fear that many of them 
feel when they attend a Gospel serv­
ice for the first time can be seen in 
ihelr eyes.

Desire for Truth
For this reason it is often necessary 

for us to lead them Into a service in 
the home of some friend before we 
can prevail upon them to enter our 
church. Even In this effort, we ex­
perience great opposition

Time and time again the priest has 
passed the word along that the people 
must not attend the services that were 
being held in a given home, and for a 
time some of the people would stop 
coming. Only people who have worked 
with Catholics can appreciate what 
this threat means when it comes from 
the local priest. These people want 
the truth so badly, however, that in 
spite of their fear they do not remain 
away very long at a time

ance of students from the Acadia Bap­
tist Academy (twenty miles away) the 
work has been fostered by workers 
from our church.

Recently we were fortunate enough 
to have one of the Home Mission 
Board workers. Miss Vena Agulllard. 
assigned to this field. Already Miss 
Agulllard is doing a remarkable piece 
of work. She is quiet and unassuming 
and has a deep and abiding passion to 
win the lost to Christ.

We are now having an average at
tendance our mission Sunday
School of about fifty. From this work 
we have baptized eighteen people In 
the past eight months, all of them 
comlug from a Catholic background

STIRRING TOPICS
For MaifatS 

“PROPHECY MONTHLY" 
There's a punch In every article tn 
this Issue devoted to pressing srtuatloni 
In our country

Essential Information!
• Is the proposed Super-New-Deal the 

wide-open door to Marxism?

little mission In the western part of 
the city. Since then, with the assist-

Campus of Acadia Academy, mission school who le students direct or assi t in 
weekly French mission services.

• What of the crlsla concerninf Chap­
lains?

• Why no Jewish Army?
• Is a world Super-Government shap­

ing up?
That's but a hint of what's oomtnf 

up In this vitally important issue. Retd 
It and you'll realise what the American 
Prophetic League, through its research 
department, is doing to Inform the 
Christian public.
• Four mo. trial offer. 35c: 11 a year 
—but here's a SPECIAL: Bend $1.30 
and receive the beautiful Mt book, 
"The Christ You'll Have to Know" by 
Dr F. W. Farr — AND a year af
PROPHECY.
Ask for BOOK BULLETIN—Sent Free

AMERICAN PROPHETIC 
LEAGUE, INC.

Box BB, Eafle Rock Station.
Lob Anfelet, Calif.
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From Many Pastures
Feed my sheep.—John 21:16.

At the Illinois W. M. U. convention 
twenty-four people from the mission 
in Granite City gave a demonstration. 
Eight nationalities were represented 
in the group—Hungarian, Bulgarian, 
Macedonian, Slav, Czech, Armenian. 
Mexican, and American.

As our pianist played "The Light of 
the World Is Jesus", the men, women, 
and children marched to the platform 
and stood by the American and Chris 
tian flags.

Each carried a poster telling where 
he was saved. The posters were while 
lettered in blue, and the word "saved" 
was in red. Boys and girls of the 
group carried posters on which were 
lettered John 3:16, Ps. 43:3. Matt. 
28:19-20, and Deut. 10:19.

Then a Mexican boy came out with 
the poster, "We are ALL Americans. 
We love America", and the group sang 
"America".

An Armenian boy came next to the 
platform with the poster, "We are 
Christians. We love Christ". They 
sang, "Every Day With Jesus Is Sweet 
er Than the Day Before."

An Armenian girl thanked the audl 
ence for their part in giving the Gos 
pel to the many nationalities in Gran 
Ite City.

At the close of the demonstration a 
girl whose mother is Czech and father 
is Mexican, joined the group with a 
large red, white and blue V. She 
voiced the desire of the different na­
tionalities who attend the mission to 
help give the Light to others and then 
quoted, "Thanks be to God. which glv- 
eth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (I Cor. 15:57).

The group left the platform as the 
pianist played "Onward, Christian 
Soldiers”. — Helen Lambert, mission 
ary to the foreigners.

Baptists Are Like That
They took knowledge of them, 

that they had been with Jesus. 
—Acts 4:13.

Andres sells fruit at a sugar mill 
dn Artemisa, Cuba. One morn'ng, go­

ing early to his work, he found a small 
roll of bills by the side of the road. 
There was no one in sight, so he put 
the roll In his pocket, and proceeded 
to open his fruit stand.

Soon others were stirring, or stand­
ing around talking, when an elderly 
man came, anxiously looking for some­
thing.

"Have you lost something, Senor?" 
someone asked.

He answered that ha had lost a small 
roll of bills, naming the amount, which 
he could ill afford to lose.

Andres then offered him what he 
had found. The man was greatly sur­
prised. but both glad and thankful.

But those standing near called An­
dres a fool, and made al) manner of 
fun 6t him.

"That was your money." they said ' 
"You found it. Did you ever hear of 
such an Idiot?"

Then someone volunteered the in­
formation that Andres was a Baptist.

"A Baptist, is he?" they said. "Oh. 
well, that explains It. Baptists are 
like that.”—Mrs. H. R. Moseley, mis­
sionary in Cuba.

Preaching to Samaritans
They . . preached the gospel 

in many villages of the Samari­
tans.—Acts 8:25.

It Is hard to say just what is the 
nationality of these people on this 
mission field below New Orleans, half 
way between the city and the mouth 
of the river.

They are a mixture of many bloods. 
They stand in a class by themselves 
and are handicapped by prejudice, race 
hatred and Ignorance.

They are all very poor, as one can 
easily understand. They trap In the 
winter, hunt, and fish for crabs and 
oysters. Because of their ignorance 
they are cheated on every hand and 
are suspicious of everyone.

Many cannot read and most of 
them speak a kind of French that is 
different from that used in any other 
sections of Louisiana.

Although they are poor and must 
work hard, some of the sweetest Chris­
tians anywhere are here in these rice 

fields and bayous. When they com, 
to the Lord it means everything t0 
them.—Student missionary.

Removing the Sting
At last it bitetA like a serpent 

and stingeth like an adder. — 
Prov. 23:32.

One night at revival services in a 
certain church, a man under the Influ. 
ence of liquor came to the altar and 
earnestly requested the prayers of 
Christians.

The next day he found the pastor 
to repeat his request

"There is nothing I hate so much 
as liquor," he said, "but I am helpless 
to overcome the habit. The taste is 
overwhelming and 1 am powerless 
against it."

Even as he spoke, the man's hands 
shook until the water splashed out of 
a cup from which he was drinking.

"I would give my right arm this 
minute," he cried, "to be rid of this 
curse."

Thal night he came again to the 
altar. He stretched out on the pew, 
apparently dead. About one o'clock, 
as Christians continued to pray, he 
came to himself and announced his 
surrender to Christ. Baptism soon 
followed, and he became a faithful 
Christian.

When Wars Cease
Love the brotherhood—1 Pet 

2:17.

Gray Eagle and Buffalo Meat were 
opposing chieftains In one of the last 
tribal wars among the Indians in 
Oklahoma.

These two never met each other per 
sonally or face to face, but always 
each had his warriors with him and the 
two tribes clashed in battle when 
their paths crossed.

Gray Eagle, it was heard, had put 
his feet In the Jesus Road. The mis 
sionaries feared what would happen 
at the assoclatlona) meeting If Gray 
Eagle attended, since the meeting was 
to be held in Buffalo Meat's territory 
Shortly before the meeting It was 
heard that Buffalo Meat had also put 
his feet in the Jesus Road. Now the 
missionaries were really concerned.

The first day of the association, 
Gray Eagle drove up to the tamp 
clearing in his surrey, his warriors 
al*>ut him. About this time Buffalo 
Meat appeared on the other side of 
the arbor, his warriors also about him

Gray Eagle stepped down from bis 
surrey, the congregation of Indians 

(Continued on page 16)

Leadership Education 
For Negroes

An Opportunity For Monu­
mental Home Mission Service

By J- OSCAR Lee
Virginia Union University

A TANGIBLE interest in the welfare of the Negro 
has been expressed by the Home Mission Board 

tn the work it is doing in co-operation with Negro Rev. J. Oscar Lee
rollcges in the South.

These workers In this co-operative 
program have played an important 
part In furnishing religious and social 
leadership for an entire race of peo­
ple Their work Is suggestive of the 
task that Home Missions faces In con­
serving and extending Its influence 
among the Negroes.

The older generations of Negroes 
have passed on a glorious spiritual 
heritage to their descendants, but this 
generation faces a world of subtle ap­
peal that often leads to difficulty and 
tragedy. These appeals have played 
their part tn weakening the influence 
of the church over the younger gen 
erat Ion.

Religious Heritage Weakened
This religious heritage has been fur 

ther weakened by the fact that we 
have practically Ignored or at best 
given a very minor place to religion 
In (he education of this generation 
We have produced a generation of 
people who have achieved a high de­
gree of efficiency in secular activities 
and vocations but who at the same 
time display an amazing ignorance of 
the Bible and the meaning of Chris 
tianity.

The Negro church itself has contrib­
uted to this situation. Observe those 
who attend the average church regu­
larly and one will find that while it 
serves a reasonable number of chll-

I ILLUSTRATIONS
(Continued from page 14) 

between the two meantime walling 
In breathless wonder to see what 
would happen. Gray Eagle's open 
palm was raised in salute to Buffalo 
Moat The erstwhile enemy and war­
ring chieftain raised his open palm 
In salute also. The two started toward 
'•arli other and met In front of the pul­
l'll. clasping hands. The Indians be­
gan to shout. Later the two chieftains 
sat down and ate together.

Hie Indians of Oklahoma had seen 
'be last of triba' wars 

dren in the church school, the major 
ity can be classed as older adults. In 
most cases there is a dearth of youth, 
young people and young adults.

Lay Training Needed
Home Missions faces the task of 

correcting this situation. Much has 
been written at other places about 
providing a better trained professional 
leadership for the Negro church. We 
do need better trained ministers who 
have some concept of making religion 
meet the needs of contemporary life 
and some vision of an adequate church 
program, particularly for children, 
young people and young adults.

Much that has been designated as 
theological education in many of our 
schools has been both unsystematic 
and inefficient. if a better trained 
religious leadership is to be produced, 
several strong theological training 
centers must be established for Ne­
groes. These centers must have effi 
clent faculties, sufficient library fa 
cllltles and adequate buildings.

At Virginia Union University, loeat 
ed at Richmond. Virginia, a step has 
already been taken in this direction 
The School of Religion has been placed 
upon a graduate professional basis, 
the faculty has been reorganized to 
make this possible and steps are be­
ing taken to procure adequate library 
facilities and building space for the 
School of Religion.

The Home Mission Board has made 
a memorable contribution toward the 
establishment of these training centers 
by placing teacher-missionaries in fif­
teen Negro colleges to conduct courses 
In religion Important steps have al 
ready been taken but we must press 
the program further We must inter­
est all of the Baptist forces of Amer 
lea In a project which is so vital to 
their future well-being

Professional leadership is important, 
but it is handicapped without an In­
telligent. co-operative lay leadership. 
The Negrr church is In dire need of 
an increased number of lay ler.ders 

who have an Intelligent understanding 
and appreciation of the religious and 
social problems which the members 
face. A systematic program of lead­
ership education will contribute much 
to recruiting and training such lead­
ers.

Task Just Begun
Sporadic efforts have been made to 

establish such training but the local 
minister finds that he has neither the 
time nor facilities to conduct such 
training on an adequate basis. He 
needs the assistance of persons who 
have experience in the organization 
and administration of such projects 
Home Missions can render a monu 
mental service If Its workers could 
give field supervision to local pro­
jects of leadership education.

The Negro has received a great spir­
itual heritage from his forbears. The 
current problem is to conserve, im­
prove and channel that heritage so 
that It will become a tower of strength 
in these difficult times. One of the 
best ways of accomplishing this is 
through a professional and lay church 
leadership which Is both consecrated 
and efficient.

The Home Mission Board Is render­
ing an Invaluable service in hell Ing 
to produce this leadership; for this 
the Negro Baptists of America are 
grateful and wish you God's I leasing. 
But the task is just started. With the 
Lord's help we must push on to even 
greater heights.

Training of lay leaders as well as min­
isters is needed in the Home Board's 
leadership education program, says 
Professor Lee who teaches on the 
campus of a cpUn^e with which the 
Home Mission Board Ms co-operating. 
Photobelow of Negro iVpding Bible in 

his humble home is by FSA.
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To help us produce the kind of magazine you want, please fill out the ques­
tionnaire below and return it to us at your early convenience. Read each ques­
tion carefully, then check the appropriate answer or write your own answer. 
Your prompt response will be exceedingly helpful and gratefully appreciated. 
Mail to Survey Editor, 315 Red Rock Building, Atlanta, Ga.

1. What features do you read first*’ 
Fill blanks (1 to 16) In the order 
of your interest.

Editorials.
Missions and the March of 
Events.
Questions and answers 
News of Board meetings 
New missionaries.
Missionary Illustrations 
Jewish articles.
Chaplains’ stories 
Book reviews.
Advertisements.
Home Mission Directory 
Mission study, schools of ml* 
slons.
Articles on Negro work. 
Stories from mission fields. 
Articles listed in Royal Servic? 
for Circle programs.
Contributed articles on general 
spiritual conditions.

1. What length articles do you prefer’ 
Two pages.
One page.
Two columns 
One column. 
Less than a column

8. How do you read Southern Baptist 
Home Missions!

Cover to cover at one sitting 
Scan It. reading headings and 
legends under pictures.
When have nothing else to do

Answers to this questionnaire will supply Information for a reader-interest 
survey of the Baptist press of the South, in which Southern Baptist Home J||,. 
•ions is co-operating according to plans made by the Southern Baptist Press 
Association.

How Do 
YOU 
Read 

Southern Baptist 

Home Missions 

? ?

Favorite contributor only.
Refer to it for latest informs 
tlon for sermon or talk.
Very Irregularly.

(Describe It your way)
4. Which page of the 16, Irrespective 

of content, do you read first? 
Second? Third? Fourth?

5. What practical uses do you make of 
Southern Baptist Home Missions! 

Source material for sermons, 
speeches, or programs.
For posters — mounting cover 
pictures and illustrations 
Planning mission study pro 
Jects.
As a directory of home mission 
arles.
To suggesU objects for prayer 

(Anything elsel
6. What criticism would you offer? 

What suggestions for improvement'* 
Be frank. Use separate sheet

7. You need not sign your name, but 
please check following:

layman

pastor

denomina­
tional w'orker
church 
employee
male
female

W.M.U. 
worker
S.S. teacher 
or offieer
T.U leader

over 50

under 20

20 to 50

RELIGION 
and HEALTH

By Seward Hiltner
In this important new book on the 
cure of Illness, both physical and 
mental, the author shows what men­
tal hygiene has to contribute to the 
effectiveness of the Church and the 
distinctive contribution religion luu 
to make to mental health. He dis­
cusses such practical matters u 
pastoral counseling, the ministry 
to the sick, religious education and 
the therapeutic value of prayer, 
worship, and the Sacraments. A 
selection of the Religious Book 
Cub. $2.50

THE QUEST for 
PREACHING POWER

By John Nicholls Booth
Here, In concise form, are the spe­
cific techniques which have helped 
give power to the great preachers 
of this and former generations It 
deals not so much with "what to 
do" as "how to do It." The author 
discusses details of the working 
methods of outstanding preachers 
and offers a wealth of practical, 
workable techniques for improving 
sermon quality and power. $2.00

THE ROOT and 
FLOWER of PRAYER

By Roger Hazelton
In time of war, the practice of pub­
lic prayer Is most vital. Dr Harel 
ton gives content and value to the 
act of public prayer, considers wide 
spread faults of public prayer and 
points out the needs, deep and per­
sistent In human life, which civs 
rise to prayer. A clear, practical 
book—of particular Importance at 
the present time. $1.75
NEW EYESfor INVISIBLES

By Rufus M. Jones
Here this well-known and beloved 
author sets forth the constructive, 
optimistic theme that, even In the 
midst of the present world dark­
ness, there Is a Divine Light for al! 
who have eyes to see. Based on hie 
own unwavering faith, Dr Jones 
believes that for each Individual all 
things are possible, provided he 
seeks strength from the Divine 
Source. $2.00

THE SCREWTAPE
LETTERS

By C. 8. Lewis
These brilliant, challenging letters 
from an elderly devil In hell to his 
junior on earth are the moat vital 
and original restatement ot reli­
gious truths produced In our time 
—sparkling with wit, yet profound, 
hard hitting, provoking and a truly 
reverent book. $1.50

MACMILLAN
60 Fifth Ave- New York


